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Silver's 
60t/, Birt/,day 

BY SIMON BLOOM 

There were but too few days when the world-gave horn-
I age to Herzl. There are those that think the same may be 

said of Abba Hillel Silver, but if that is so, then the night 
when his 60th birthday was celebrated in New York, wiU 
go far to make up for it. 

The New York celebration was the culmination of aH 
the celebrations (see other pages for other celebrations) 
and It was fitting that it was the chief one. For this cele
bration was under the auspices of the Zionist Organization 
of -America, which is the medium through which SUver's 
bondage work for Israel wu. brought to its culmination. • 

1q>o Jews and son:ie non-Jews, from every walk of life, 
bkrb M4 ...._, ·satlmed at the Waldorf .Astoria to 

fQ":S .. ...... 7) 

Abba Hillel Siker addre: ing the American Jewish Con• 

ference in 1943. This speech was the turning point of the Zionist 

movement. The titular heads of the Zioni t movement refused 

to allow Sih·er to take the floor. The American .Jewish Congresa 

gave Sih•er their delegate's time. The Zionists did not want the 

Conference to adopt a platform for an Independent .Jewish State. 

SU\'er with one of his great orations convinced the delegate. 

that they had no alternative but to come out strongly for •• 

Independent .Jewbh _ State. This address again brought Silver t. 

t,be laead of the Zloal t n1ovement. 

Lert - ilnr a he- 18 today 

Thi■ i ue i dedicated to th great Zioni t leader 

Abba Hillel il er on hi 60th Birthday. May he be 

Ions with u . 

-
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A Journalist Appraises Silver: States Mapai Sent U118uccessful 

Mission To Get Silver To Assume Leadership After Break· 
Like everybody el e in this world, I 

consider my o,vn judgment aa the leut 
biased of all. But in the cue of Abba 
Hlllel Silver, I don't alway, truat my 
own objectivity. Now and then I catch 
myself going off the deep end either 
for Silver or against him. I either feel 
called upon to ~mind Silver's admirers 
that Zionism did not begin with Silver, 
or when I find how Jlttle ls known and 
appreciated of what Silver ha done 
for the cause, I take up the cudgels 
tor him. 

Of two point!, however, I hav bf>cn 
quite certain: one is, Silver's pre-emi
rnent part in th ucceaatul political 
truggle for the creation ot the State 

of I rael; the other, that it was a grave 
rror on the part of Ben-Gurion and 
ome of his colleagues not to have en

i:ured ilver's continued activity as a 
Zionist leader after the State was p1-o
Jalmed. 

The ond point ls not slmpl H 

the first one. There were certain dif
ficultiea in Sih-er's peraonality, out
look and habits u a leader, and certain 
complicationa in the general aituation 
which required a rrut deal of tact, 
patience and other qualltiea on the 
part of Israel'• leaden. 

Sliver often acts in a manner so dif
ferent from other leaden that hi.a con
duct puulea them. 

I often found Silver mora difficult 
to undentand than men I lmew mucb 
Jt>ss. Why bu a man of such talent, 
energy and per90nallty shown ao little 
urge for leadel'llhlp ! 

Sliver's qual!Uea and talents were not 
born eight yean ago, when he fir t 
be,!&llle a world figure in Jewry. And 
yet, until then he seemed content to 
be a succel!llful rabbi who Is also active 
ln the Zionist movement. He did not 
asawne leadership until Weizmann 
practically appointed him u leader. He 
relinquished leader!!hip In 1949, as 1100n 
as he became convinced that Ben
Gurion, and the rest of the Israel Gov-
rnment clld not want him. He seems 

to be determined not to resume office 
uni and until B n-Gurion, or who-
1-\'er may be th offi ial h ad of Is-
1·a J, will tell him t>xpre Jy: There 
I. a job to be done, and you are he 

ne to do it. 
. •o other I ad r·. certainly no olh r 

lead r in the Zionist movem nt. has 
l.1(·haved that wuy. Too. th! unusual hu
mility I not In keeping with Silver·11 
tt-mperament gen rally. And y t, wh n 
• 1Iv doel! occupy a post, he in rsts OJ\ 

1 unnlng things his way. I am not go. 
ln to try to xplain thi apparent con
t, adi 'lion. But one thing I kno from 
a mple exp rit>nce and ob rvation: Since 
l!l~9. ilver has con ·i. ently r fused to 
nga e in any sw lain d activity which 

mlgh lead him to a!ll!Ume a p~ltlon of 
I aderllhip a a1Mt the exp1 wishes of 
the Israel Government. What ver at
t mpt he made during thi3 period to 
lr ngthen hi1 po itlon or to exnt con

trol ov~r the ZOA. were hal!-heai-ted 
end pa.smodlc. },foreover, I know of . 

eral opporlunlUea he had for leader
hip 1n the cultural field, for hlch, by 

the ay, h 111 amply quallfi d, but 
, ·Mch he p d up. 

• • • 
soo AFJ'EA the ond World 
·ar broke out, a Zion! t Eme1 gency 
ommitt e wa organized ln N York. 

The Commltl can·i d on a drab xi -
nre, pt>nding much of Its tlme In ar
um nt , until It was reorganlz d u 

the Am rl ·an Zionl11 Emerg ncy Conn-
i h ' tPph n . Wi and Abba 

r In bar . 

■YK.Z.n&NII 

IL\'ER UNDER..VINED 
It was at that time that I entered 

the rvice at the ZOA, u a part time 
employee In the publicity department. 
One of my uslpmenta was to trarui
late Into Yiddish the blasts ap.lnat 
Silver written 1n Engllab by some of 
the top leaders. (Editor'a note:- The 
ZOA at that time wu beaded by men 
in opposition to Silver). Occuionally I 
felt that the tone was unduly acrimo
nious, but otherwi-se I did not a t first 
question the accw·acy of the charges. 
I I was then a comparative newcomer 
from canada). If no,v and then I had 
my doubts, they were allayed fol' me 
by some leaders from Iaraef and in 
New York in whom I had confidence. 
I noticed, however, that the Jewi h 
newspapermen were almost all solidly 
for Sil,•er. I knew some of them well 
enough to be sure of their since1ity, 
and, what ls more, their Intelligence. 
I wanted to find out for my11elf. Aa the 
New York correspondent of the Tel 
Aviv Haaret.s, I had a duty to my 
readen 1n Israel Wben • the Political 
Actiona Committee bad a dinner In 
Bllver'■ honor, I attended. The dinner 
converted me to Sliver's side. 

The dinner altewed tliat the enr
wllellnlq -jortty of the rull· 
.ad-fUe la AJDel'iraa 7.leal■m WN 

bebbt4I 811Ter, Md that the leuen 
-. o,,._t 111111 ad IN& toadl 
wltlll tile palllle tlley wen, •n-4 
to ...-.t. At the - were 
,.._., IN>tll A.bea lluldey ud 
llehert Taft, top ~,., Nell ., 

the Dealeeratle ... llepaMlca• 
,-rUe■ ll'MPflCUvely. la SDv-er'■ ad
d,- there WU aot enly -tory, 
but a n·ry clear, eonal■~t and 
emnpr'ffleMtve ldea of the polley be 
W1IS aotneatlac. Te top lt all. the 

affair - orcaah,ed wltll 1'0-
lllate .uJ. Everylldag I ..,.n-NI 
at that dhuter made an the cluar,8 

of Unr' oppollfflts 1ttm lud.1-
crom. I ttported the dinner to 
Haattb with my own lntPrpl't'ta. 
tJon. rt " thl" fJrst fa\'orable 
t'ommt>nt that lh·t>r was 11,·,.n In 
th Tel A\e·lv pres . 

Soon after the dinn r, I lntt>r-
1cw d Silver for Harrt>tz. The pap r 

printed the Int rview, but had an edl• 
tortal severt>ly criticizing Silver. This 
~·ent on for several years, the N!'w 

Y9rk correspondent of Baat tz, that 
ls, my;,eJf, praising Silver a.nd' c1 fending 
hill polici , while the same paJ)('r in 
Its t>ditorials took an anti- · nver line. 
As I found out on my first trip to 
Palestine In 1948, my articles had more 
effect than the editorials. :incidentally, 
my articlt>s in Haaretz were. for a long 
tim , th only ones In lhe whole He
brew press. , ·hlch were favorabl to 
Silver. 

• • • • • 
THE ~ER of Haar tz did not 

obj ct until after the Zionist Congre 
In Ba.<1le in 1946. After the Congres1, 
Mr. Schocken, (publisher of Haar ta 
and son of the head of Schocken bool<a 
In thls country) took the troubl to 
write me, alling my attention to lhe 
official line of the paper which Is, 
he termed It, "the Wmma.nn-Goldmann 
Un ," u oppo d to "the Ben-Gurion• 

!Iver lin ," hi ' h, h explain d, 
"brought about a tate of 'P&ral sl ·• In 
the Con t I wu requ sted tn that 
I tter no to m~ntlon Sllvt>r 1n my dia
pat h s any mor than ab lut ly ne-

ry from the point of vi of n v.: ,. 
I replied that I could write only aa J 
thou ht and f It, but tha th di or 

to di ard hat he 
prin . And !10 I 
r In T 1-A v' 

ap I 
lit 

I 

ILVW:R' ADMINI TIIATIVE 
ABILITY 

What__. .. _. .. 

' I 

apologi1t for Silver? On the one hand, 
aa J -tched him, I admired h1s work 
mora and more. On the other hand, the 
unfairneu ol the crlticiam ap1nat him 
- at leaat, J tboupt It llllfair - made 
me defiant and perbapa a little ovel'en• 
thmlutlc. The dinner was only the 
start. Soon after that affair, after 
Roosevelt returned from Yalta and 
apoke in a way that made nen a blind 
man see that Sliver had been right in 
refusing to depend on his promise, Sil
ver was reinstated as the head of the 
Emergency Council. I maintained close 
~ntact: with the Council and watched 
tt 'bl operation. In all my experience 
With J ewish organizations In C&nada, 
the United Statt>s and Israel, I have 
not .eeen any body function as well as 
the E mergency Council under Silver. 
One of Silvet's outstanding qualities is 
his remarkable administrative ability. 
He lmows how to delegate authority, 
bow to encourage lnitl&tive, how to 
make any worker feel that the work he 
doe. is Important. Silver may be a dif
ncult person to work with hie' equals, 
but he t, a most gl'acious one with 
his subordinates. Under Silver, In 1he 
Emergency Council, there was team
work, there wu harmony, there was an 
lnapiring atmoephere. There wu, per
haps, a tendency on the p&rt of th• 
people who worked under Sliver to ex
ag~ate the Importance of their own 
11·ork and to minimize the work done by 
otheni. But maybe this Is the only way 
to do a good job. 

'nle office of the American Zionist 
Emergency Council wu the head
quarte1-s, the nenre-nentre, for actlvat
lng the political lnftuc!nee of American 
Jewry - which responded very readily 
and had confidence 1n the direction 
stven It - ln favor ot the cauae of a 
Jewish State. 

CROON L FOLLY 
When 1 think bow liltle of that ad

mlnrstratlve talent la to be found In 
the Zionist movement generally, and In 
Israel, In particular, I cannot help feel
Ing that it waa criminal folly not to 
make it possible for Sliver to continue 
m&king hill contribution to the move
ment. It Is all the moi:e irksome when 
one con iders that Sil\ler's bitterest op
ponents, the leaderl!! of the J ewish 
Agency, are veritable geniusea of ehao , 
WHlll and mi management. 

IF , ILVER was drawn or driven Into 
a: po ition of taking sides in I ra l's 
!ntttnal policies, there , are legitimate 
rea:son for It. But I still cannot see 
why h did not trouble to explain. It 
111 the only question I asked him which 
he never answered. 

Sliver Is a man who seem• to find It 
almost lmpo1111ible to admit a change 
of opinion, to admit a mlstake, or to 
admit some measure of guilt. Some 
people take It u eome alnlster element 
In his natu.N. M:y personal experience 
with. Silver bu not given me any IIUCb 
reasons. I take It merely u an lndlvid• 
ual peculiarity. It ta just a form of 
hyn 

The difficulty with lndivldual peculi
aritlee Sa that peopw on the other side 
have them, too, and the foibles of Ben
Guri011 and hill colleagues have been 
given fantutlcalJy sinister lnterpreta
tlona by aome of Silvera adhe~nta. 

• • • • • 
In l!M.4, hen Sllv r u forced to 

r lgn from the Emergency Connell, the 
J naalem Ex uUve of the Jewlab 
Agency had a hand 1n lt. But It eeema 
to me that hen Silver wu retnatated, 
In 1944, a ry Important member of 
the J l'\JN.lem had a lland 1n the re
lnstatment. 'lbat man wu David Ben
Gu.rion, Chairman of the SUcuU-n. 

Bea-Ourlon ted thla COUJltry hlle 
Ill WU out and the f\cbt WU ra«1ns 

lllJn and Bteplln WIN. At a 
prea eeal wltll NP tatl~ 

f Ule J ,,._, -Ourlon 
the .tlmt public lnUmaUoa et UM poe-

ability of an armed 1trug1le for Jew. 
lo lltatehood. After the conferen • l 
waDled over to him and told hlm that 
the kind of mWtant Zionimn he .. 
l.lffOC&ting wu the one 80Yer stood rot 
la America. He became anrry an. 
shouted at me: "Leave me alone, I~ 
not a Sliver man and not a Wi.ae-man. • 

BUT SILVER WU re-instated. Now 
that I know a little about Ben-Gurlon'e 
folblea, I am sure that his outbur.,t w_. 
due to hi.I unwlllingneu to expose hie 
dPsign to restore Sliver tn the lNtd ~ 
hip. 

BE G ;1no. APPROVED 

In llM.6, before the Zionlat Con~rt' I 
~ Basie, Ben-Gurion visited New Yo1 k 
Main. Thia time he granted me an in• 
arvlew. Durlnc lhe full hour we spent 
at his hotel toom, he wa19 relaxed and 
friendly and quite frank. He askt>J m• 
more questlona than I asked him. but I 
uld gather a few pointa from him. One 
wu that be approved of the Silvt>r• 
Neuman team and of their pollcles. Sil
ver, he told me, wu valuable fol' hla 
qualttles of leadership, h1s drive and 
hla Zioni11t fervor. Neumann he ad
mired for his analytical mind and po. 
lltical judgment. 

But he found fault with the way they 
nn conventiona, whicb looked to bin, 
IIION like p&nd apectacl• than con
■tructlve uaembliell; he wu critical of 
the lack of cultural and educational 
content In the ZOA; and he aaw ia 
Bil-..er and Neumann a delllgn to g11.1a 
control of the Zionlat monment, ,,ht ll 
he was evidently determined to fight. 

CORDIALITl' CIIILUI 
At the Congrey, 811Ter and ~ne 

Gurion combined qa1nst Weizmann. 
but thera ell- not aem to be mucil 
cordlallty In the allfance. The cordia,o 

llty ~ ~"'''""' ,_ 
WIie■ a deleptton "'-.. aent fNIIII 

~tine to co,opel'&te with Sll'l'M 
and Neumaan i. preee■Uq the 
'C&ll4'J before .UN, United Natlo1111, 
mGllt of them 11·ere ratar favorably 
lmpre!Med. But wlleD Silva Jttt-

nted tbe .Je"il!II - ~on, tlMI 
1JN tile bittenteM Nllldled tile ~ll

p~lv •~- It wu .llell--Oarloa. 
Chairman .GI the ~xeeuUve, "'INt 

WM !lcltfldeled to apa-,. Bat hltl 
·plane - • delayrd. aQd Sllnr . t~k,· 
Ills place. I cJldn't thlllk anybody .. 

. 1n the world could ltf,ve ~ , •, 
,good a p ntation of tlle ,Je"'I h . 

" e& llnr .did. But t;lle ~ 
tlnl&11 w In liver'• action .a .. 

urpatlon of authority. F,om tJlftl • ' 
on relatlo crew wone aad wo~ 
and I .- afraid, aotlllq -W .,_,·e 

•topped ~ n..a lll'eak: If .. -
• Mt one lllde, It - tile etllff. 

LABO&ITE8 woaan:n 
Durtns my ~ 'ftslt to l■rMl. la 

January and l'ebru&J:7 1H9, I• \hat 
many Laboritee newed the~ wltJI 
BIITer u a miafortune and would have 
liked to avoid It or to menct It aAef 
It llappened. At the msinS et oqit 

lnipt younc fellow, a Kapu Joumaltlllo . 
Wbu wu quite con med allout U.. 
matter, I wrote a Jettv to BeD-Om1oa, 
bat recetTed ae Npty. 0ne er o. .,.. 
teran top 1-.den whON IIUM la lmo'tffl 
all OTer U. world, even took the tJOIIII 
ble to ■eek me out and to MIi me le 
try to l.ntluence Blffff a,pln■t wl• 

drawtnc from Ziald■t acUYH:7. -We caa. 
not afford to di-,- with JDeB like 
Bllwr and Neumana," he uJd te m .. 
"UaeJ dan't com a dim a .__,. 

UN OIi 
In a C 

of la .. 
Labor put7, I aid: ''TM ~ 
UN A----■ SI--■ la not 

_,_... 

) 
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Uver beln&' '1\-elcomed In hrael In 191U at the Lydda Airport. Sllv4;r Is 

JEWS OF NATION PAY TRIBUTE TO DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER ON HIS 60th BIRTHDAY 

The celebration of the 80th birthday 
-f Dr. Abba Hillel Silver coincides with 

E 
signal honor, which focW1sed nat• 

al a!I well aa Jewish attention on 
his participation in the inaugura• 

n ot President Eisenhower. 
Inevitably the mind recul'II to another 
y, another President - and another 
bbl wbo hM left his imprint on 
1tory. The time of the inauguration 

the first President of the republic, 
901'1'• Wa hington and the rabbi wu 

Rev. Oer■hom Seix&s of the Spanish 
rtureH conan,atlon. Seixa.!I wu 

of fourteen clergyment officially 
Yited to participate in Wuhtngton'• 

urural. 
1 Tile whole population of the United 
ftatN at the time of Pre11ldent Wash• 
~n•, ln&u,uration was less by a 

f
uple of milllona to the prellellt Jewish 
pulation of the United States alone. 

was little more than double the 
resent population of the new atate of 

el. The history of countrie1 inter• 
ne and no two countries, no two 

ftYl~tlona more flUe and intertwine 
.. their roota than that of America and 
~lent Israel. It II trite to 1ay that 
lh• Puritan father1 built on the Heb• 
pw Scripture■. The Liberty Bell which 
'8 1771 rang out proclaiming "liberty 
lo all the land all the people thereof" 
,roclaimed by thi1 Hebraic phrase the 
~P of Iarael and the United Statea. 

I think the perception of thl1 eervea 
explain a lite euch u Rabbi Silver'• 

t aide ue in undemanding the 
ut Jew and fervent Ame rt can 

necl in Rabbi Setal. Hi1 synagogue 
t have remained open and his lite 

fad urbed had Betxu joined the 
.,.,_.., and bNn wlllinr to accept 

Britllh wban they OC'CUpled New 
Many did jult that. But Rabbi 
ptbered the Holy Scroll.I and 

rted - a fUSIUYe for his country'• 
Bec&uM American democracy bu 

E In Hebralo t , the rood 
• II aJwayw the ter America 

ll1ot for Jewtllmae. 

·, uldoaa .... 'l'OIIAII 
..... IIIYtr ... ta. nput&Uoll ,_ 

B7 DAVID SCHW AB'n 

being able not only to draw the Jews 
to his temple, but a goodly number of 
MINYANS of non-Jews come to hear 
his sermon1. It la significant that thla 
is 30 despite the fact that the Cleveland 
rabbi is not one of tho!le who under• 
play!! the apeclflc Jewish Integument. 
When Rabbi Silver first came to hls 
present pulpit, he found that his pre• 
deceuor had gone to the extreme of 
uslmllation of eliminating even the 
Sefer Torah from the Ark. Rabbi Silver 
had lt reinstated. The Jewish unique• 
nesa wu precious to him. Jew I ah 
aymbollsm had a value for him and 
he knew that the orchestra of American 
lite aa a whole, would be all the richer 
for the variety of in1trument1 produc• 
ing the music. We need harmony. We 
need Unity. Who are the believera tn 
the Unity more than the JewT-but 
is not to be confused with Uniformity. 
Uniformity ls depresslnl' and sterile. 

BEFORE THE U.N. 
There II a kln1hlp between Silver 

putting back the Torah tn his temple 
and Silver rilin( before the United 
Nation, to plead for lllrael. Had he not 
done the one, he could not do the other. 
"Zionism" ■aid Theodore Herzl, " la a 
return to Judaism before It is a retum 
to Zion." I think the delegate• to the 
United Nations generally felt aomethtn&' 
of this too u Sllver pre1ented his plea. 
I think there wa1 aomethlng religiou• 
in their deci1lon to recognlN I raeL 
Abraham Lincoln 1poke of "the myatto 
chords of memory". Rabbi Silver 
speaking before the United Natio111 
evoked aome of thON "myatic chords" 
of Hi tory'1 memory. They could not 
completely for&"•t the lsra 1 of old, the 
I rael of the To h. They too In their 
fashion were putting the Torah back 
Into the Ark. 

Rabbi ,. llppear&IIClelN!fore 

the Ulllted Natlo WM a elbae
tlc l."Wbe .. f'l9'IOID9 
., ............. ., __ -,-11._ 
Bew ................. .. 
llleAl'M ............. .._. 
..,.,_....... l11m1 b la ............ ., .......... ,, ... 

81lld liver'' 11 not an ellad llclence. 
but neither la It a story from the 
Arabian Nl1ht1." 

Dramatic and signi{icant as was 
SUvers appearance before the United 
Nations, perhaps the future hlstorlan11 
of these time■ will dwell In greater 
detail on an earlier &Dd it aeem1 to 
me, more important phase of his con• 
tribution to the creation of the J~•lsh 
State. So many thing!! have been hap• 
pening these years that already to 
many of WI who have been witness•• 
of the period, certain very important 
fact■, 1eem1 to have faded from our 
memorie■. 

The great achievement of Rabbi Sil· 
ver, It -DUI to me was the fact that 
to put it very bluntly, he made the 
e!ltabllshment of Israel, a political l!!S\le. 

We are all proud of the fact that 
America was the first to recognize the 
independence of the New Iarul and we 
are rrateful for the continuing friend• 
linen which the United States is 1how• 
Ing. America has been reneroua to 
Iarael. But let u1 go back not ao many 
yeus ago. What wu the 1ituallon 
during the time of Sturm and Drane 
- of Hitler and the ar period? 

• • • • 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt wu & 

giant challen(ing and finally overcom• 
tnr the Hitler ogre. Jew, by and Jarr• 
gave him the warme■t support, but 
nevertheleu, It must be frankly said, 
Kr. RooNvelt never 1howed any partlc• 
Ular eupport for Zionist alma at 1 st 
as practical action la concerned. hen 
refugeee from NU! Janda knocked at 
the door of Pal attn,, they were turned 
back only to drown tn the hlrh 
wit h o u.t ofrtcial p rot• • t. Mr. 
Churchill, the Brtlllh Prime M:inilt r, 
very clo11 to Rooeevelt who had many 
Um avowed hll trtendahlp for Dr. 
W lmiann and hll eupport of Zion! m, 
Nmained equally aloof. Thi Britilh 
Labor party hich had time after time 
g!Yen nrbally the warm 
of ltl wpport for • J ll homeland 
turned lllto aa outrtpt f . 

.All of our fr1IDdl IPlal& 111, te 

say nothing of our enemies! In that 
contingency, Rabbi Silver was the 
Ame1ican Jewish leader who came out 
f irmly for making uor political friends 

toe the line. 
MILITANT TAND 

As an orator, Rabbi Silver is !01e• 
most. The late Newton D. Bake.-, who 
was Secretary of War in President WU. 
son's cabine once remarked that he was 
envious of Stivers "silver tongue" but 
now Rabbi Sliver was not elequent. He 
said limply, "We Jew, are golnr to 
take the matter to the poll!!. We are 
going to vote for those who support 
our aim•. That's what democracy 
means, that you vote to support what 
you believe to be right''. 

In reality, what he urged, i■ element• 
ary. But first there was a peculiar 
reaction to his call. Some of th• "hush• 
hush" Jewish leaders were homfied." 
It's un-American, they shouted. It was 
they who were un-American1. It was 
because Rabbi Silver felt ao completely 
American that he dared ln fact to make 
his appeal. 

The other g-roup which had the 
1hiver1 were the politician■. If !ta rotnc 
to mean votes, they finally concluded, 
we had better do something about it. 
And it was then that pollclu began to 
change, that the state department be
gan to mend its ways alld the Jew• 
began to be reckoned with. The demo
cratic proceu had been te ted and 
proven to have great strength. 

FOB ABBA HILLEL SU.VER a 
fundamental democrat - a democrat 
with a little d. Kake no ml take about 
that. There are people ho are misled 
by namee and labels. The great Amert• 
can, Henry George, wa■ once uked 

hether he wu a con rvative or radl• 
cal, "I am a conservative," he replled, 
"becauee I wiah to conserve what ls 
beat in the put nd I am a radl 1 
becauee ndlcal meana inr to the 
roots and I bell v, ln in to the 
roots of th!Jap.'' 

&&BL MOllQIIOUllf9 
Tile word ud the deed .... ......, 

(Oll"'H I• .... 11t 
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• 
(llf'printed By Perml-.,ion from Tile Amt>rleaa Zionjlit of February 1963) 

By EIHAN~EL NEUIUANN 

I 
The . ixli th Annive1 ry or a p t I acler ls 

a festi,· ca ion but not neces. anly the mo t ap
prop11at for a clefm1tive apprai I of hi life-wo1 k. 
In the ca. of Dr. 1Jver It i ob,•ionsly too ea1 ly 
-and too haza1 dou . D1. ih·er i in his pnme, 
at th hei ht of om neiati n; and exper1en e 
ha taught that any period of relative calm in 
b i h!e may be but a lull in an evenUul and oft n 

1my ca1e r. 

lo1 obj tn·e e,·aluali n could only 
ome from meone le d 

than myself. f y a.sociation with Di. ilver g 
ck to childhood days and I ould hardly e. a 

a subjecti\·e tone 1· re. 1st th Im f person I 
remim ence. 

R viewin it in its ntirety, I am . tl'Uck by a 
c 1tain whol ne,- r int 1gi;ty about ilver·s Z10n
Lt;t ca1 eer. It began in ,he He1 zl Zion Club, one 
f the ea11ie t bo • oup in the history of Ame1i-

ean Z1oni m, !o1 med in 1904, the year of Herzr1 
d ath. It met on the Ea t Side and the meetings -
at lea. t it •·Jiterar p1 grams·• - were conduct d 
in Heb1 ew. I joined a few years lat r, on a winll y 
&tmday evening. when the club wa celeb1·ating 
the Bar Mitzvah of th p1·e ident. Its president 
then and its natmal leader for yeu11 thereaftn 
was Abba 1h·er. Hi11 w a film rule, tempe1 d 
alwa • with a saving nse of humor. He waa 
J ved, admit ed and b yed. H is w01·d at the end 

f a Jon debate had the ring of finality and w • 
The ve1y quality of hie 

con,·1ction. 

JT WAS a. a 11 legal of the He1 zl Club thet 
f;Jh· r, till a boy, attend d hi fit. t convention r t 
the F derntion of Ame11can Ziom ts. Without p1 
c ity but with matu1 e ll-confid nee, he ad
dre . d the convention, demanding eater finan
cia.l supo1 t for the Zionist ·outh movement. He ot 
lit le or no money but his ap ranee wa a 
bat bmger of a new and youn r n ration who 
w re oon o claim th 1r pla e in the m ovem n t 
and its I adersh1p. 

Th n cam an inte1 rupt1on - 01 what seemHJ 
like one - in 1lv I Z1oniist lif . He went to 

ncmnati to t11dy at the t:nive1 «ity and t1 , .n 
f or the 1abbmate of H br w l:mon College. \\'1 h 
him ·en veral other alumni of th H erzl Club. 
J.lanv of u" had unhappy for booing about hi , 
mov;; fo1 Hebrew lJn.on Colleg w . 1 puted to 

not only a m11.e1y f Ref 1m cl Juda1.m. but 
a t1 ongho.ld of anll-Zi ni. m. To th who I em-

n hated with . 1hn, he reph cl m what jaunt-
ily that if incmnati ,~a. an anti-Z1 nii<t f o1 r ' , 
be and his fnencls would captu1 .t f1om within. 

The 
·hom 

hid 

·ear pa. met gf',l, 
·e did not ea. 1ly the I ••Y 
kn<', n n die ·hc-d in m, r -

Jiff, fm1ltk s i a to huve 1m-
1 r,ne II t, an He he hab • 

nd mann r . of 
ment. He ~ m " It 

But it ,n b Rm 
'11',;0 xte,nal: thf¥ h 

man • r 
lhe f', I 

youthful 

th t he <"han r 
d not t1>11< hnl he c-01 e f 
~ 111t. Th fh i:, kindled t 

nd In the cc•mpany of 111, 
, ,,t .e1 cl hut h, 

n ba ·m Hn h y woe 
t o b•n B Jong he fo ind 

• d 111. hrd p •r. r,n
aml i., amt h 

platf<o1m• m many 
01ator p w, bu h, s 
m ,. , nt , P1 e ~ I I 

nd <!1~ 1plincd follow 1 

.Balf ur And Weizmann, l\lax 'ordau and Lord • 
ecil. He ali-o addr (-so;eu the losing s .. ion of the 
onferen e. ns spok sman for the American d le

gati n pledgin the ontinued suppo1·t of Am ri
can Zionism .. 

In th succe <ling y rs of controver. y between 
.B1 andeis and \\'eizm:mn originally over the K ren 
H ayeSO<l. Silver eventually found hi way back to 
pa1ticipation in the mas. mO\·ement. He accepted 
Weizmann·s leade1·sl11p though he differed with 
him . tr ngly from lim to time on important 
questions of policy. 

In 1939 Silve1· a. sumed the leadership of the 
nited Palestine Appeal and of the nited Jewish 

Appeal as well. In the ~me ye:u he attended the 
Z1oni. t ongreSJ m Gen va wh n Europe and the 
world tood on the brink of the S ond Wot'ld 
War. It was shortly art~r the publication of the 
White Paper - the Ja. t and m t deadly of a Jong 
eries of policy pronouncements by the British 

Government. In Palestine the Yi. huv wa seething 
with indignation and the first stirring~ of active 
1·ebellion and e,· n the offi ial leadership of the 
Yiiohuv had begun to p1· mote illegal immigration. 

IT WA .SOT, however, until the war had run 
half it11 com·se, and the ghastly I umor of the mass 
slaughtu of European Jews had become accepted 
fact, that snver'11 career entered upon it historic 
and her-oic pha.se. During the fir t three years of 
the war he took no prominent pa1·t in Zionist 
political affair , de,·oting himself as iduously and 
with sue esa to the eat fund-raising campaigns 
which were hi immediate re ponsibility. But he 
c uld not suppress the authentic Zionist note and 
the Herzlian he,;tage which we1·~ pa1·t of hi. in
n rmost elf. E . entiallv he wa11 c nce1 ned not with 
J)h1lanth1 opy but with statemanship. H gradu,"llY 
<"om ·ert <I the platfm m of the ,t,ppeal in a polili<'al 
!ol'Um. giving incisive nd compelling expr . ~ion 
to the Jewish demands for national freed m and 
a e 111 national 8 t1oil; 
h t.~poken and both 

\'0rld and of ·y J w-
ish mganization. ron med with J wish nght.. but 

to infl11 nee be mighty 

ZIO. I T 01". "("IL 

111 anwhile, the Zu m,;t mo,· mc,nl had a great r 
,, m enes. of its n,J th, n ;,ny thet Jewi.-h 01 -
anizatn,n . \\'ilh 1, ?.pp10,·al of the \\'01Jd E .·

Hullve. tl,e An,c,1it:Jn Zionist Emcr •pn y 011nc·i l, 
I C'J>I f'. ntmg all (,f .11 m,l J0r Pill t i . . n ,;tab
Ji,d;fd m N w Yo1 k n 1!140 o undc-1 take whatev r 
.·lf ps ppea1 t:d m 1 • .·ary, in \'i w of the ci-i~i . 
. ·1owly the Coun, 11 ot under , ·ay and imliat d 

numb I of act1v1t.C'- - notabl~·. th fo1mation of 
the Amer 1ran f• ir~t inf' Com mitt e, n11111bC'1·ing 
h1ind1 cl" of l"ni t--1 .•;air. sr-nal0I'", 1 j)1e.-enta
t1,< , labinet me:.,bos. ~•,vernf,r. e, f Statf's , nd 
rr.flurnti, I pc·1. <,n, Ii a•q m ;, II w:.Jks of hfe. Re" -
11!,,r oflkial cont,,. \\~' < l>•bh~twd with the State 

~p I lment, Pubhc mec•:.ini.- , .. 1:1 01· amzed and 
t he fi r~ t steps I, h n n c·c111· th !>. •I' f the 
A nw11can p1 s~. Jt ". " a b, :n·e bt>ginnmg but 
f 1· fn m that :ill-rn t--ffo ~om of u~ had hop, d 
for and anlirip~t<',I. Abm all we h,H\ ma,le no 
d• nt, not h sl1 h 1pnn he ate Depart
mr·nt and the \\'hit H ouse Re,,,,( ,·elt wi1~ M the 
h"igllt of his pow r anrl p<,p11l. 1 i y . Hi, sympathy 
i,n,l fri<-ndline,s "''', nl the Jp1 • ., wa" be ·und 1las-
J 111 ; hut for tJ 1•;11,,e hf' h:ul Ii tie 
thf/ll"h and 1 . .Act1wlly w \\' 1· rn ving 
in ri1r-leR ;iml wh re. 

n-in.,. \\'!'IZ 1~nn· on<l w11rtim vi,.jt o 
Am<"11<"a in 1912. h •<·•l a rMrganization nr 
th Erner gt'n<'. th d111ftin f , 1lvrr 
to 11. 11',Hlt'L lff had JU. t I llllll J 
ft om a . llf'f'f'~ En,:-1: ncl and h;,d ·on 

a by h1 platform ap-
n<" . ,·1th 81 atP -
- aml I ion. hip d I be-

n the t \\' m t 
am th 

time. 

delivered before the National Confe1 nee of the 
nlted Palestine Appeal i n Phil delphia. It w· s 

a tmning point in the evolution of American Z1 n
ist poli y. For the first time a leader or com
manding impo1·tance dared t challenge n ot only 
the State Department but the attitude of P1 ·!-i
d nt Roo evelt himself. Dr. Silver·• speech w as a 
mercilessly frank and hone. t nalysia of our wn 
\\eakne and the u.nfri'!ndline of the A meri n 
Government, however veiled in polite and meaning
less ge lures. It was a clarion call for a n ew ap
proach based upon political reali m and militant 
11ction. It was a full-scale p1·og1ammatic sp <:ch 
11.nd stirred thoughtful Zionist ho sensed in . t 
110mething new - a revolutionary note! _ 

They began to rally about him. Within a. fEw 
eeks a self-con tituted del gation called upon 

Dr. Silver and 111-ged him to a sume the d!recti< n 
11f American Zionism. As a r ult of the step in
itiated by his friends, he was invited to become 
the active head of the Zioni t Erner.ency Coun
cil that summer, thus ushering in a new era of 
American Zionism - the era of political "activ
ism." 

A dttl9in tet<t - ~lthi■ a f- WN'k 
as the Anit llf'Mio■ er the ARM'riea■ .Jewb,h 
Conference Nl■,·e■ed at the Hoh'I "'aJdorf
Astoria I■ Sew i ·or~ TIie prl•lpal and dra
matic l - wa11 a retliOluUo■ .-onrlnl' the 
Zlonl t dND■w. for a hwl It C'ommoawealth. 
Virtually all Amnle&11 Zlo■i t greupe llad <'0R
.tuc-tf'd their t'lectloa e&mpallJ■ fer clele at,-11 
to the onfn•nce OIi th.- bauil of tMa program. 
Vet, WMII NHlffflnted • •Ith th lntraatlicent at
titude of a 11mall non-Zloni t minority, ome 
or the -t 11roml,wnt Zionist ~aclent wa,·erf'd 
and sought a \\ay out. On the pll'a of "unity,'' 
a <'Ompromise wa in the malclng- by whkh 
refnf'nce to .Jf'wl It tat«-hoocl WM to be elhn
lnaW from tile l'elllOhatloa. . h·f'r ·u ln
C'f'n!led by what he N'g■rded a an unwarr nt d 
retrellt. Behind elO<ltd doon, tllf're wa a brld 
but , ·iolent '!<'f'Re between him and aome of 
his colll'agu!'11. lie went bt'fore the Confer<'n<'e 
and df'liwred one of th mo t ma t.erly d
dresw of his career. When th# , ·otf' wa takPn, 
it ,....,,ulted in an O\'Pr\\helmin,: ,h•tory. Tbe 
.Je\\ ish ommoowt>allh " ' •lntion wa!I carrlf'd 
\\ ith but four 1lis. enting ,ot«· ut or a total of 
the 302 dl'IP:;atf' a emblPtl. 

1lvcr is a born orator - ne of th gre'.l te. t f 
ou r gene1 a•ion - with II o! the 01·ator's ifts 
and le<"hmc111 " at his c mm; ml. There are fe Y 
!n om· time who an . tir m;,~s motion so de p
l~ . when he choos to rlo . But It has b n 
one of 'ih· 1 ·8 minor mii-f , tun s that his 1e
ma1 kable oi-atcJl'iea l tal nts h:l\' t nd d to ov 1·
·h:idow hi. higher qualilic and sup t'ior gifts; 

h1~ po'. 1 s ,,! ,,na lysi8, political msi ht a.nd statts
manship. If he had chn. n a J ~a1 career he would 
easily h.iv be1·n one of th me, t brilliant ad,·O<'al I 

f the A meriran Bai. W hen h~ t0ok over the poli· 
tu al le,111 r·«hip of th n.ovfm nt, howev r, he 
abandonnl moi e and mm the .abbinical numn r 
aml the ,.motional stimulu., in f , vor of clo. ly 
w 1,ven .-u-g11m nlalion and cc en nppeals to r 3.· n. 

If Dr. 1ln•1· neg lected his p •~onal aff,1irs at 
t he call of Zioni.·111, h 1,1 ongh an even great r 

erifif' y int 1·1uptm hi ~ hol:>rly pur, uits. 
He was d<·vot d lo th world r! letters and i«leas 
and in hi. ea1 lier y ru ll ,. d to imme1 e him-

If in r . a1 ch and ph1I io ph!caJ sp ulation. He 
bad pi-od11 · d imp0l'tant wo1k distinguished Y 
aound "r.h la1ship aml :y In cl "101 th pe ce and 
quiet of ht!! hb1a1 Y, !o1 hi "I: kP and his •. n
fmiRhed m a.nu. cri pt. . Th <; p1 i\ ion wa p I'" 
hap!! tt• ha Id st to bear. 

II 

A Revolution In Policy 
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bad not undereatimat the marnitude of the tasll 
be h d undertaken or the all'ffl(th of th power• 
ful forcea arrayed aralat him: the Ar bs, the 
Brill h, the U. S. ta,e ~partment, the 111i11-
a1-ry circlea, the oU tntereet• d othen. What 
be had underrated w I the power of lnertl with• 
Ill the Jewlah camp and th tron crtp whl h COIi• 

ftlltional lthaa and •tallll Md poltll I trad1li0111 
II hi upon the Zloal 1110 meat. He I nd that 
.. rnoluu_..,. chanp could N IN-ou(ht on tM 
lalfflMll fronL He hell te 11114erro pref ind chanree 
et outlook bllllNlf ... ct.troy _.y ch .-1 heel II• 

...... Illa I.U.,..111 Nfen be ul lll·iJMt 

SILVER COMMEMORATIVE ISSUE - JEWISH LEDGER 

~t on new paths a.nd In ne~ r directlona. 

Su h rad1c I revision of long--accepled view
point• and habits of mind ia a painful proce s, 
Irritating- and upsettir>(. nd. It must be admitl 
th t Silvet· was none loo rentle with hi c1•itic an4 
oppon nts. ff w • Impatient. H could flay with 
hi t ng-ue and be r do n oppo Ilion with cni b
ing- effect. He did n t do thl d llber lely, eut of 
any desil e to ht Ilk 

I in( hi 

much at atake to or In 

a ll H cted I . met1, In 

of the "human ~uatlon" - nd repe tedl1 Ute 
•11 eciuatloa" relMUed IINlcktlnd. 

IT 11.\D LOXG been an ccl'pl ed or na 
t h l Z1oni t policy must conlinu .11 

British ori!'nlation. B ut a■ time 
w forced lo the conclu Ion tha t thi• w 
lu 10n : Br it in w uld not return t h 
Zi ni>1l li ne In th tac of Ar b o 
11,.. w compelled lo do 110 by a 
t h rn A1· b pr m·e. 

AM,;ltt .\ - tTPF.ltfOlt rottC'II 

Tiu 111 nor tbrc wa1 Am 11 a ! 
Sih·t'I r llzed t·h8' llJI mere 

h t lhe I~ whl h Bi-It tn 

,c .. ua_. .. .,... 11, 
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The Herzl Zion Club talents could fully develop. 
It Is one of the unique phe

nomenas of the East Side that 
out of this little group such 
tremendous forces were nurtured 
and matured - force11 that were 
to be felt locally, nationally and 
internationally. The answer as to 
the why might well be due to 
the fact that it was the moral 
and spiritual forces and Ideals 
that gave the club its reason for 
existence in the first place. 

Herzl died In 1904, and in that 
year three youngsters, Maxwell 
and Abba Hillel Silver and Israel 
S. Chipkin were all students at 
the Yeshivah Volozhin ot New 
York. They decided to form a 
~erzl Zion club to disseminate 
the "Zionist ideal and selt-culti
:vaUon in Hebrew among the 
Jewish youth." 

They addressed and convinced 
a group of youngsters to associ
ate together. Rabbi Moses Silver, 
the father of the two Silver boys 
was the dlre~tor tor the first two 
years. Maxwell, the oldest of the 
two Silver boys was the club's 
first president. He was 13 and 
his brother Abba was 11. After 
Maxwell's presidency, for a num
ber of years, Abba wu the pre-
1ident. 

To Jewa in America today, 
who talk Hebrew and whose chll• 
dren study Hebrew in high 
1chooll, it will seem odd that in 
1904 educators were dead set 
against Hebrew: After the club 
got well under way, in order 
to raise funds and also to pub
licize its activities, it produced 
a Hebrew play whJch the noted 
playwright Abraham Goldfaden 
wrote especially for the club. But 
the youngsters had much diffi. 
culty with the powers that be 
;(read David Schwartlcle this 
issue) because of Hebrew. 

Indeed, later on, after the club 
stopped meeting In the living 
room of the Silvers and got 
meeting quarters at the Edu
cational Alliance, the directors 
of the Alliance wanted the club 
to stop using the words "Herzl" 
and "Zion" in their name. 

For ten years the club gave 
performances of plays from time 
to time. Dramatic critics from 
the big papers, Hebrew, Yiddish 
and dally English attended the 
performances. When Dr. Maxwell 
Silver was recently asked how 
the critics could understand the 
play because of the Hebrew, he 
replied they were able to get at 
the meaning of it through the 
characterization ot the actors, 
and even the magazine "Theatre" 
reviewed the plays. 

It Is strange that from all the 
talented youngsters ot the club, 
who have become eminent in 110 

many walka of lite, none have 

gone on either to Broadway or 
Hollywood. 

The club met once a week on 
Saturday nights. Some of the 
members couldn't even pay the 
5c a month dues, and had to ~ 
carried on the cutf for a long 
time. Some never paid up. 

The meetings were busy with 
discussions of Zionism, Jewish 
history and literature. There 
were debates and hot arguments. 

The club branched out In five 
years after its formation into 
Junior and Senior branches, a 
Girl's branch, a branch in Har
lem and one in Jersey City. Ab
ba Hillel Silver headed the pro
paganda committee of the new 
set up. 

The older members of the club 
at this time were the "prime 
movers in the organization of 
Young Judea." They saw to it 
that the new Young Judea be• 
came a Zionist organization, as 
there were those who wanted it 
to be another ordinary Jewish 
social group. 

The club discontinued in 1917. 
Its members had become scat
tered throughout the country 
and many were in the service. 

In 1929 at the 25th anniver
sary reunion of the club, a book• 
let was printed which reviews 
the history of the club. The 
booklet lists about HO members, 
and gives short biographies ot 
around :50 of them. 

In this roster you will find 
the names ot many who are to
day eminent In many walks of 
lite. There are some outstand
ing medical men such as Dr. E. 
M. Bluestone, the director of the 
Montefiore Hospital, who haa 
been the Hadassah Medical Di
rector. There are besides the six 
Reformed Rabbis (see Maxwell 
Silver article, this issue) many 
other Rabbis who graduated 
from other theological shcools. 
There are educators such as the 
renowned Israel Chipkin, ac
countants, writers, journalists, 
communal leaders, bankers, tea
chers merchandise men, archi
tects, some became Chalutzlm 
and went to Palestine such as 
Samuel Lleben, and there are 
scientists auch as Benjamin Neu
hasen who died before his great 

The 1929 booklet which re
viewed the history of the Club 
on whi.:!h we have heavily drawn 
for material, was gotten up, In . 
part, by Sol Cohn. Cohn also 
wrote an article on the Herzl 
Club which appeared In the 
Jewish Tribune of 1929, entitled 
"The Romance of a Youth Move
ment." Cohn pointed out In 1929 
that the Herzl club was the first 
junior Zionist Club in the coun
try, Young Judea,. Junior Ha• 
dassah, the Menorah Movement, 
the Hillel Fotmdation the A vu
kah, Young Israel, Council of 
Jewish Juniors, Young People's 
League, Mizrachi Hatzoir all 
came after the Herzl Club, and 
were either founded because of 
the Herzl group or Influenced 
by it. 

Cohn concludes his article of 
24 years ago with a disturbing 
question. These are his words: 
"But I have said that the story 
ot this club would point a moral, 
and If it has not already done 
so I ask you to remember the 
fact that the early Zionists were 
indifferent to its suiJcess - we1·e 
indifferent to what a youth's or
ganization might bring forth. I 
ask of you: Are we, the youtli 
of those days, now wiser than 
those elders? Answer this ques
tion and you will have the 
moral." 

In 1953, we can ask the IMUlle 

question Cohn asked in 1929. 

YTZHAK L. 
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Newark 8, N. J. 
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Sllnr addrellsin« Oentenlal Banquet of the Temple, 1950, In Clev .. 
land. 

Sliver wltll Jdl room-mate al &be B8'~ 
Union Collere. 
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SILIEl'S 6011 BIRTHDAY 
( <'oatbmed fl'em Pap l) 

ctve their homage to thi1 modern 
'l'ilan who bu inherited the 
mantle of Herzl In our contem
porary Ute. The berttap that 
ll'lt'n accumulate givH them a de
finite aura on their IOth birth
day. They cannot eacape the 
Identity which aix dt'cadee bu 

rutened upon them. Some have 
dl"<lk-ated their live, to Zioniam. 
And at the top of that l1et ta 
the name of Abba Hillel Silver. 

At the diu were 1eated am
ba dona, diplomata, bankena, a 
,-overnor, national and interna
tional flgurea, clergymen, out
.tanding Zionist leader . the 
,-uest ot honor, hll wife and their 

youngt>llt eon. Jammed to lta 

utm t capacity was t~ tam d 

atar-light room of the Waldorf 

and di11appointed were hundreds 

upon hundreds of l)t'Ople who 

clamored to be at the celebra
tion dinner. Some of theN hun• 
dttd later were givea the prt
.ilege of bearin&' Silver tn hia 
talk and they packe4 the door
waya and piled thick one upon 
anotht"r. 

8DICBA 

Il w an evening for ''lli m-
fha" u Rabbi Irving :Mtller. th■ 
Pre!lidt>nt of the ZOA and the 
•venin •• chairman said. The 
only disrupting harmony that 
ahaked the audience was when 
the speakers of the evening told 
et Arab jet planes, Egyptian 
~re.ta and Communist roadn 
n was an "evening' to remember'' 
aa the guest of honor himself 
•id later after everyone got up 

and •nr "Happy Birthday'' to 
their illWltrioua brother Zionist. 

FPlldtaUona poured tn from 
an over the world from indivfd
,a1 . hew of countriea. and 
gJonist organisations or different 
11at1on.1. The chairman took 
time out to read but a few , from 
Presld nt Eisenhower and Pre
~dent Ben-Zvf. St'cretary of 
•ta le Dulles' meange wu read 
by his personal friend &man! 
ka tzen, and Ben Ourton aent hia 
~t wiahea hoping that Sliver 
ll'ould on.::e ag'&ln lead the foN'ea 
.,_ Zionism. Aa that message waa 
fMd I uked myaelt WU that • 
f'Tlll playing around the lip!! of 
■Over? 

There wu a menage from the 
eo-chalrman of th• J~'1ah A• 
.. ncy Nachum Goldman. Aa the 
ftrtou1 meuagea were read th• 

audience applauded, and th ap. 
plaUN at the Goldman congratu
lationa was of a puny rattle com
pared to the hearty roar of de
clbela of the others. 

Aa the apeakera strode to th 
dlu each one In his own way 
pye out some 80rt of wittlrlsm 
on the subject of 80th birthday . 
Silver also joined in, in that, 
when hi• tum came. The Talmud 
and the Bible were quoted and 
the huge audience liked It. 

The speaker■ paid their re
spect. to Silver for his birthday. 
and than each one, with the 
ex~ption of Emanuel Neumann, 
aoon went on to tell of the pre
sent dangers Jewry and the 
State of I rael WU in. Abba 
Eban a, the Ambassador f rom 
Israel, Dewey as New York·s 
Governor, and then Silver him. 
aelt. Neumann in bls addre~, 
pve an appraisal of Silver, the 
man and hi accomp!J11bmenl,.. 
(Neumann'• comments are print
ed 1eparately.) 

TIie danl'!n faclq Je,'l'ry 
fNlm ..... _._ polnt.ed 011 

._ ertnordlnartly lllldlplomattcl 
wonh by Dewey an• Ellan. 
Only 81h·er la part tried to 

poor -- oU on tile Commu
n) t watrrs by tatlng that 
perbaP9 !IOIDN)llfl la position of 
authority In Ru la. might ~·,•t 
come to their en e . 
"Totalitarian dlrtatorllhip in 

the vast Communist empire as

aaultl the dignJty of the Jewish 
people by the m08t grott'sque 
and ma!Jcloua Ubela which anti
Semitic mania has ever devised. 
The bait forgotten voices or 
Goebbels and Streicher h ve 
aecured a sounding boa_rd In the 
odious endlctment formulatt'd at 
Pnce and Moacow," aald Eban. 

DEWEY INDICT 

Praetlcally the whole add ress 
or Dewey with the exception ot 
his warm congratulations to 
Silver wa a powerful lndi lment 
of the Soviet rnadne . We quote 
aiarnincant parts : 

"Contrary to popular lmpres
ldon. naked Conµnunlllt anti
Semltl m 111 not new. A11 early 
as the 1920's the Soviet Union 
outlawed tl'la Zlonlat movem ent, 
u well as other expressions or 
Jewlah culture and faith. 

:'In the 1930'• a 'dollar lnqul
alt,ion' wu lnatlgatecl with the 
arrest of thousand■ of Jew■ in 
the Soviet In order to extort 

Picture ta I.en In 1911 of the ll'l'er family. Seated a NI fatl1f'r 81141 mother. t11ndlni:, i..rt to rli:-hl, 

ilf'qlp, Ahha, l\lec, a11d PNrl. Uttlf'I ft-OM Is at !IC'IMlol. Tak- Jn,.t IM-fuNI Abba"°"" leil\illl' for <'Ollf'J;"+', 

money• from thl'ir relatives el!le 
where in the world. 

Dewt'y th .. n r .. ,1e\\ed 11lf'p 

by ltt'p the y,.arly di' f'nl lty 

Bnula Into the hell of all the 

de,·ll• of Sat••· "II WN e&")' 

and natural tor Stalin te Iona 
the e,•u parn,.l'!lhlp in 19811, 

which enabled Hi.tlt>r to laun<'h 

World War IT. It l<I NJ_,I. 
• at a r a I that Commmthm. 

wbk-h first - tb- "'horn 
It would later de,tray, lallll<'h

fld lta run fledpd <'ampalp of 
tt'rror again t ,ludal!ml ..• It 

11A In •ptNOIM-r lMI that 
Ehrenburg' article In Pravda 
pve the offlctal .ac-1 . . . 
Bat Ju t a tee ft'W flad bl-. 

llt!ved the full llorror ef Rltlf'r'• 

thrNat In lUf'ln Kampf, too f,., 

" ' f'N' "11Unl' to bf'Uen that 
talln had wallowf'd the IMt 

bitter dro11 of ffltlt'r' poison ... 
"Zionism as 1111ch hu no~ be· 

come a crime and merely bt>inf 
a Jpw Is now <'a1111e ror hanging," 
!laid the Governor. 

IIXER ON RU. ~IA 
Silver gave a great dPal of hi 

talk over lo Russia also. The 
following are aome of the quo
tatior1S: 

"The Soviet Union has turned 
violently anti-Israel and anll

Zlonl t . From Moscow, Waraa . 

Praa,ie, Bucharest and Kaunas, 

a choru• or chal'ges and an•• 

tht>m&a bas been aotmding oft 
against our fovement and the 
govl'mment of I srael, identical 
with the unbridll'd denunclaton 
whl r h have been visited upon 
American impPrialism, Titoisni , 
Trotskyi!lm and all rorms of de
vlationism . .. 

"Tllw- kt"ftie of a Communl t 
mill, trial lllltially boih more 
1han one n h, but "hat a f1111-

Uc stew of Juritlldat rip,a. 
role 1, tlll by which llfelonc 
prof o antl-Zlonl t &N'J 

ltanrNI bf!f'al- they are Zion
I t. aad Zlonllilt an- c-harg.-d 
with fMWrlag anti- mill m. 
and tile Arnerk-:a■ ololnt 01 .. 
trlbotlon Commltttt I. cltarrct 
with bf'lng an lntematlonRI 
.Jf'wl._h burro! natlonaU t or
l'anlr,atlon, IM't up by the 
merl<'an lntelllgpntt rvl<'f' to 
f' . tf'rmlnate tht' top-ranklnr of 
fl«'l&h of thfl . -~ .R. ! 

"There may be ev n more a ri
Olll! ovei-t.ones to this anti-Zionist 
anti-Israel campaign launched by 
the Communist stales. It may 
carry over Into an all-out cam. 
p ign again t the Je ·s of th 
countries who number some two
and-a-halt m111ion souls . . . l 
am fnutk to acknowlt'dge that 
It ~ difficult to understand what 
Is going on. a11 do many otht"r 
men of good will every whl're .. . 

(Co■Uaoed on Pap lt) 

ABBA, ISRAEL 

HATH NEED 

OF THEE 
One or the high points or the 

60th birthday celebration of Sil• 
ver at tl1 \Yaldorf was the 
touching appeal or Dr. Emamu•l 

eumann . lifelong friend or 
llver. 
NPwnann finished hi talk, 

spe kin IL'! an alumnus of thl' 
boyhood club (- artkle thi!t 
I. sue on Herv.l Zion club). T here 
have lx-en tho.'! not as fortnnule 
as Silver. In their autumn. he 
remmi d. ""We feel the wi111,. 
11nd stubble. Your life's work h:i " 
not bl't'n compll'lPd." he said 
turning to Silvt"r. "You fou nd 
the community in Ame1ira 
. lcl'ping giant. You taught us to 
11tand on our feet and fight wilh• 
out a feeling or inferiority. Yn11 
lPfl us mfinllrly stronger. w .. 
cannot face the storms or the 
futul'e without you. We need you. 
I say to you Abba. IsrRel hath 
need of thet'. Rise bb . Js1·al'l 
hath need of thee." he ('00('1Udt'll 

in tones of patho!I. 
Neumann who followt'd Silvt'r 

u President or tht' ZOA and 
who Is an international ftgurt> 
hhm,elt in the 7.1oni!lt world. 
made an addre1111 that was un11-

11 1 ln that it , ,as ~xlt>mpora
neous though hi' h d a prepared 
speeC'h In front or him . Hr q11ot
l'd from It at times. but he dl'
partNI mu h more from t ltt'I 

11 ech than he read or it The 
prt>parrd spef' h ln turn . d1·1•w 
!Oomt' of Its mattt' fl'om his brll • 
liant analytlcial artt ' It' on nwr 
whl<'h appea.l'ed in the Febi-u~ ry 
Am rican Zlonl t. and whi<'h thl!! 
ne ,spaper ha urrd . fll'<'lat 
pl'nnl Ion to l'<'(lrlnt in thl!! i • 

11e. 

Tbrtt 
out In 

ially . ton,I 
t lk. ThP 

inlt' point or our mo,·r• 
• Id the ddr• 

In the 1 ~3 Conr, r• 
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:HLVH COMMIMOAATIVI ISSUI - JIWISH LIDCII 

Sliver In France durlnr World 
AmerlCAn Go\'ernlll('nt for IOIDe hlply Important cofldentlal mls!tlon, 
&frea a medal bJ the Freach Go,·el"lllllftlL 

t 
l h 
pl 

PIIIUAIY 2,, 1953 
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He wa• then about e1 .. , · .. n 

ii I te d 

Security Couo<'il In 1948. 

81h·er are !IN'n . Goldie 

1"1•11mann and 

, 

IILVII COMMIMOIATIVI ISSUI - JIWIIH LIDCll PACI NINI 

Silver at hearlnp bf.fore the Forel(ll Allah-• Committee of the Hou of Rf'preaentath',.. lo February 1944_ . • lhPr worked haN 
monlously with ·both the Republicans and the Democrat■. Le ft ·to rtsht, majority I~ader, ,Joha lcCorm1wk; ll\'er. ~ul 
Bloom, chairman; and minority lead r .Joaepb W. lllartln. 

~ih•er at Zlonl~t ('onfrrt' ll l'f' In 

Lo111l011 In 1915. 
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Journalist Appraises Silver 
(Coatiaoed from Pap I) 

8TIR8 MASSES 

Administration ill, of courae, not the 
only talent Silver posaesaea, but the 
othen1 - auch as his ability to atir 
the massea - are well known and ad-

mi tted even by hia critics. Three ls •till 
aome controversy about his political 
acument, but thia ill not the place to go 
into that. Personally I !!till hold that 
hi!! mistakes and his fauJtt1 during the 
years of his leadership were in.signifi
cant compared with hls achlevementa. 
I am convinced that without Silver we 
ahould not have bad the United NatiONI 
resolution of November 29, 1947. 

• • • • • 
My personal experiences with Silver 

have been quite pleasant. I found him 
graLiou. . open and, contrary to general 
view, tolerant of criticism. From what 
I observed in hls conduct with others, 
I think he becomes intolerant only when 
he suspect& Impure motives. He re-
8J~cl11 character, intelligence and a. 
chi~vement. 

ADMIRF.S PTONEEB8 

From what I observed, he has a 
atrong admiratlon for hrael'11 pioneert 
and leaders. He does not always under
stand the workings or their typically 
European mentality, just as they are 
bewildered by his ellllentially American 
habit and reacti'ons. But he admire• 
them to such an extent. that he wiJl 
rather not fight them even when he 
thinks the}" are wrong or unfair to him. 

Aw I said, Silver was tolerant towarda 
11\y .::riticlsm. Thia I expretised &ome
tlme• m personal letters or conversa
tloM. which he never dodged, and, 
eometimes, towards the end, ln articles, 
especially In the National Jewish Post. 
I criticized the · low tone of the ZOA 
propaganda and the neglect of cultural 
work, the lack of preparation for a 

Zionist program after the Jewish State 
came into existence. the unnecessarily 
a crimonious attitude towards opponenta 
and a violation of pledge of non-inter• 
ference in internal Israel affairs. 

As far u a future program for the 
Zionist movement. I round Silver sing. 
ularly uncon~erned about It. Lelltlt or 
all , wa he concerned about his role 
in Z1onlsr'n • after the political aim was 
attained. He was there to do a certain 
JJpeCific job - to get a Jewiah Stale 

and att'er that. he was ready to go 
ba k to hia 'Temple. H~ n<1t only spoke 
that way.' but he acled that way. Ir 
latt"r he J)irrhaps t!t\angf'd hi attitude, 
he rei1:aiillj 'hu hdl ~en v·ery vigorou■ 
abo(lt his dl!stre to return lo leadership. 

! ;, • •• • ;= •·• . • 
Now ,,.. to the violalion of lhe pledge 

for non-interference, thereby hangs a 
tale . 

In 194~. In London. lhe first inter
n tionaJ ZiQlli.!!t confer nee took place 
after the War. At that assembly, the 
General ZionJst.8 began to organize a 
a p rty to cilallenge Labor and Hi!l
ladruth. Silver naturalJy took a proml• 
nent part In the meetings. When I 
askec:I him, on his return. about th 
reports of a br wing "Tory counter
r evolution," he ured me he wa In
terested oiily in the political aspe t of 
the stru~e for a :, w1sh State. "The 
political atatua of Pale line," he aid 
emph tically, "concern 11 the Jews. 
The 80ciaJ and economi tructure of 
the country concerns only the Yi huv 

munity in P lestine) ·• And 
in: ''\Vh th r or 
tale In Pale tine, 
they nin it, 

ountry aa well - 1 • in Ut 

y F in F.ngll h. 

al LI 
at th 

a 
It e pr 

• hicll h, , and I pu-
■ nat ly a~t nd erity of hi• 

and aptna ubted It. 

RIOT AOT 
Today, eight years after that state-

ment waa made and published, I am 
no longer aure It can work as well as 
1t reads. It 111 too simple a ma.xim .for 
snch a highly complex situation u the 
relationship between Israel and the 
JeWB of other countries. It ill impouible 
to continue active in behalf of Israel 
and follow that principle of non-Inter
ference without modifying it somewhat. 
I have aeen men who bitterly fought 
Silver and Neumann on that Issue end
ing up by reading the riot ad lo the 
lsrael leadershlp. 

I have &180 J10ticed thls: the ls
raeU Government and the .Je'1'1b1h 
Arenry ( which Ill more or letl!I un• 
df'r the thumb of the Gonmment) 
ere admlnlstertnc laJ'ffl sum of 
money obtalnNI from .Jews outsides 
for that money they are not fully 
hPkl to account by the lsraeJ cltl

zf'nry, .i- It comes from other 
M>urcea, nor to the donors, bflc&ufMI 

that would IDMft outside lnt.erfer
ence. Ulldf-:r the elrcWD9t&n-. It 
ts a mlrMle thllt there l!I so Httle 
corruption ln Israel. But, belleve 
fflfl, there Is plenty of waste and 
Inefficiency. 
It is natural for Israel to seek from 

American Jews the maximum of assi1t 

ance with the mlnlmum of Interference. 
But I am convinced that if Israel'• 
leaders were better at under■tandlnK 

other people, at long-range PlanninS 
and at public relations (in other worda, 
If they were what they are not). they 
could have gotten the same .:ruulta at 
less 1:ost to the Zionist movement 

SECRET DENIED 
About a year after thia conversalio'l 

In TelAviv, Llvneh came to New York. 
During his first meeting with me, he 
asked me how be could meet Silver. I 
arranged the meeting. Llvneh had un
otrl ·lal authorization from the Mapal 
(Labor Party) Executive, with tht 

knowledge of Ben-Gurion, to explore 
the p0tisibilitle11 of bringing Sliver back 
to a position of leadership, but Llvneh 
kept his mission secret and denied It 
even when ll'peaking with me. I got 
my information from other source■, 

•,vhich are quite reliable. Negotiations 
were carried on for several months, but 
in the end, the Livneh mil!lllon failed. 

Two Mapai leaders on a vi.sit to New 
Tork in 1960, told me their po8ition in 
tbe following carefully weighed wordsr 
"If Silver should manage to eecure & 

'J)Osltion of lea~rship in American Zion• 
'lam, we would view such a position 
with some of the leaders in ·:America, 

• to nm far •office, and, if wf/ • won, he 
could count on the co-operation of 
brael't1 leaders. Sliver's position, on 
the other hand. was this: he was ready 
to retire from his Temple. to devote th• 
rest of hl11 life to Zionist work, but 
only it be 111 sure the Israel leadership 
wanted him. Before he would make an 
important step. he must have some 
express aign from Israel. Merely a 
perl!Onal invitation from Ben-Gurlon to 
talk over things would be enough 
without any commitment. 

LIKE CHE MOVE 
othing happened. \'\.'hen the Zionist 

Action Committee met In Jerusalem, 
Silver's opponent from New York re• 
monstrated with Ben-Gurion for havinf 

nt Llmeh, and Ben-Gurion denied 
having authorized Livneh to negotiate. 
That was the end of the Llvneh Ml slon. 

Per&onally, I don't see mu h aen11e In 
th poaitlon of eith r 1d . I can't 

·hy Silv d ln I n a gestur,., 
and I don' hy Ben-Gurion hould 
In 1, t on It. But th re you are. 

Time, h lve a Ju. 
lion ev n r l o such 
tubbom different In 

1 ~ than . and where 
Llvneh fat ginnlng to 
look if and Irvin 

Ill r are 
I note Miller, 

B< n-Ourlo bilily of 
Bllv r·• re t I r• 
ahl1>, 

Jews of Nation 
Pay Tribute 

(Oontiauecl from Pap !} 

linked in the Silver family. In 19M, 
the world of Jewry wu thrown into 
crief over the death of Theodore Herzl. 
The Silver boy'e Abb& Hillel and Max• 
wen responded by aomethinf more than 
lamentations. They organised a junior 
Zionist club. Maxwell who later also 
became a rabbi but finally abandoned it 
for banking became the flr■ t president 
of the boys• organization. (Though a 
banker, Dr. Maxwell Silver has not 
abandoned scholarly pursuit■. One of 
his recent books is "The way to God"), 

'Die Zionl t club formed by the 
Sliver boys wu conatltut.ecl mainly 
of llloy a t tend I a I' the VOL
OSIIINEB YE HIV A Oil the 
East Side. It was called the Dr. 
H~~ Zionist Club. A roster or its 
membel'!lldp presents & very lm
presJllve roU or present · day celeb
rities, Including' Emanel NflWllann, 
■ow with the Jewtall A,eacy, Sol 
Cehen, Zionist leader or Long Is-
111114, 8abbl ll&rnett lldckner, 
Gflot'p Sokolsky, well k II OW D 

columni t, Israel Cb.lplda, Jewish 
educator, Dr. Reube■ .J. Bolland, 
prominent New Jeney phy•lclan. 

THE ORGANIZATION met at the 
:Educational Alliance and got into hot 
water almost immediately when Dr. 
Henry W. Fleischmann, superintendent 
of the Educational Alliance discovered 
that the boys spoke in Hebrew at their 
meetings. Luckily, there was no F.B.I. 
at the time or the superintendent 
might have reported them as a subvers
ive group. But the club, refused to be 
moved by the superintendent and lt ia 
of record that It was Abba Hillel Silver 
who arose and flatly told Dr. Flel1eh• 
mann that the members would continue 
at their meetings to use the language 
of the Bible. 

Later, tl1ey were to have however 
mo1·e troubles of a similar kind, when 
they announced the production of a 
pla_v in Hebrew especially w1itten for 
them by tl1e noted Jewish playwt·ight, 
Abraham Goldfadden. Dr. Fleischmann 
here put hie foot down more adamantly. 
This thing, he said, was going entirely 
too fal'. They certainly would not permit 
the presentation of a play In Hebt·ew, 

• • • • 
At that time, the great bugaboo were 

the anarchists. Sometimes these an• 
archists would throw bomt,11, antl ~very. 
time someone said "Shalom" it seemed 
to the superintendent like "bomb:'. But 
again the boy• were not to be downed, 
The tioy• got in touch · with the pub
lisher of th• Jewish ·Mornlnf Journal, 
'fll'ho In tum 8'0t in touch with the 
Superintendent of the Educational Al• 
Hance. Dr. Fleischmann was warned 
that It the auditorium waa denied to 
the boy1, the paper would come out 
with a blistering editorial against the 
Educational Alliance. • 

But there was more trouble. It was 
all right to have a great playw1·ight 
write a play for you and to get the 
play produced. There is & material aide 
to the theatre too. How were ticket• 
to be &old. There were not many Jews 
who could follow a Hebrew language 
play. 

• • • • 
An amusing story ia to)d bow Abba 

Hillel then met and overcame thi dit• 
ficulty. He would go around to organJ• 
&a.lions and make appeala for the buy• 
lng of block■ ,of Ucket.e. It was hard 
busln but Abba Hillel found a way, 
Abba, It Is related, would concentrate 
on on Individual in the audience. Ey • 
Ing thi man, h would aay "YOU 
und land the impo ee of p omot
ing Hebr culture. OU are a man of 
cultur your It and the lgnifl -
an of th H b dram " 

The man on whom Abba con 
hl tire gen Uy rupond Ith a 
hlOlion that the organiaUon pu ha 
• number of Ucketa. Thia concent~llol\ 
on one lndl"1du&I .le u old laW)'ent 
trJck in addre "If j but ,...._ h cl 
lltt upon lt him If Ml1J la hla tMMe 

FElllUAllY 1'. 1951 

11D. MOIIIII: 81LVIII 
• To Reb lloD9 Silver, Ida father a 
_,.. Jew, •utllor of a Blltlical com• 

-;,: 4 I -., 

mentary which bu received ldala pralae. ,,. 
Abba Hillel owed a l'OOCl Hebraic pre
paration. Ra.bbl Silver came to tbe fo• 
u a leader of the pulpit at a tlma when 
Hebrew ■cholanldp wu at a lllldlr, 
Book review1 bad come to take the 
place of aermom in a great many pu)• 
pita. U Rabbi 8llver wanta to review 
a book .tn hi■ puptt, at leut It may be 
Aid for him, he knowa how to review 
• Hebrew book u welt He can review 
a voJume of Bialik aa well u IJIJ of 
thoae best aeller■ later to be condenaed 
In the Readen Digeat. 

Probably if Dr. Silver were to write 
his autobiography, he would devote no 
little space to the Eut Side where h• 
spent his youth. The Eut Bide of hla 
~dhood wu a aection of 1QUa1or a~ 
poverty in a hundred different ahade9. 
but lite WH Vivid there.' Tbare WU 

lclealism also tnd there wu thinktna', 
It wu a good aectlon to nurture a 
leader. Some day the saga of the 
tenement houses will be shown to II.ave 
been as fruitful u the 101' cabina la 
the mouldJ.na' of the countrlea dea.llqa. 
From the Eut Side came political 
leaden like Al Smith, labor leaden 
like Sidney Billman, artiata like Jaco9 
Epatein, eong wrltan like Irvtnir Berlia. 
lnduatrlal Titana like David Sarnoff, 

Silver beloap to a llaadflll er 
rabbis who have Ml'llN aa Im
mortal lllche la Amerlcaa ldlltorT• 
Leaders Uke l8&aC Leeser &J1d Is• 
aac, M, Wise, Band ElnJIOra ... 
Stephen \Vise. Not all that flaCh. 

stood for )las become permanent 
in American Jewish Ute, but Am
erican Jewish life of toda7 ..._ 
.,_ enriched In some ,...,. lt7 all. 
Sliver baa nvetl ID U.. _,. • 
cru.dal thaa uy or the put twe 
thousand years aad It 19 a triltute 
to him that he ha!! ~ ■p M 
the crts11. 
But the time haa not yet arrived t• 

talk of Silver■ place In bi.atory. a. .. 
too young yet for that. He la lllxl7. 
yeara old. Schmaryahu Levin one• 
apoke of a certain rich Jew u ha~ 
become "bar mitzvab" at 80. That la & 

tragedy. But Rabbi Silver waa bar mlta• 
vah at 13. His long background of 
achievement and knowledge aN ·• 

prophecy of many more yeant ot not .. 
worthy achievement. 

Kjar Silver 
A youth v1llage and a«rkllll

tural collere " 'hicb will be Jo- . 
cated at MlJdal Aehkaloa. o• •·· . 

, &lie road between Tel-Any . ...-
; a JeruealMa, ... beell ee~ 

bJ' tile ZOA ae a tribute te 1111-
Yer. 

Announeement or the Y1Jla•• 
wu made at the eetlt blrtltday 
celebration. 
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~otablea at the Silver celebration In Cleveland. Left to r.lght, Mayor Thomas A. Burke, Slh·er, 
---tor Robert A. / Taft, who wa■ the featured 1peaker and Gov.' Frank J. Lausche. 

I KEEPSAKE I~~: .... !~!!~~~' ___________________________ _, the anti-Jewish nuances of the 

(Some blosrapblcal material on Abba Hillel Silver and the Prague trial and the violent re. 
Sliver famlly). ferences to the menace of Jewish 

In 1951, BeBSle R. Liebow, the oldest of the three Silver nationalism in the Soviet pres11 
girls, wrote an autobiography of her life, and she called it are unmistakable ••• " 
Keepsake. Much of the data llsted here has been secm·ed from Silver then pointed out that 
that book. the Soviet Union had once be• 

"The grand old man," Mo1e1 Silver, as his son Dr. Maxwell 
81lver spoke of him, wa■ born in 1861. The girl, Dinah Seaman 
who wu to become hi.I wife, was born the same year, in 
Nienstadt, Lithuania. 

Mosea wu the son of a Rabbi and he met Dinah when he 
1topped off In Nelnstadt on his way to study at a theological 
achool to become a Rabbi himself. 

Dinah was unusually well educated and spoke Russian, 
_German, Polish and Hebrew. After Moses graduated from 
theological school, they married but the town of Neinstadt was 
too amall to be able to use another Rabbi beside11 the one 
already there. So Mo11e1 became a businesa man. He became a 
aoap manufacturer. 

If Mosea and hi11 wife Dinah had started their career in 
~erica instead of Ne!nstadt, they might have become big 
■oap magnate■. For business was good for awhile, and then 
J;>inah went out on the road to sell soap, manage and train 
■alesmen. But the raw materials to make the soap became hard 
to get, and it was decided the best thing to do was to sell the 
aoap business.There is some reason to think that the people 
that acquired it were of the Rokeach family. 

Mo1e1 emigrated to .America in 1899. He h&d brothers who 
helped him get a job as a teacher in a Hebrew School on East 
Broadway, in New York City. 

The famay of four children and the mother were brought 
ever b)' Mose, in 1902. Bessie, the oldest who waa born in 
1887, had come over to New York even before her father and 
llad been ataying with relaUvea. The other children were Pearl 
llom In 1889, Maxwell born 1891, Abba born 1893 alld RON 
'°m 18". 

The two boy■, according to Beuie, helped earn their keep 
117 teacbfng Hebrew. 

Beute married Samuel Ely Llebow of Jersey City In 1912. 
J.lebow ii a prominent and leading Zionist of the state. 

Pearl married Jacob Ml.chelon in 1917. She died In 1931. 

RoN married Jacob :Matlow In 1920, and now live11 in 
Long Ialand, N. Y. 

KaxweU married Klsa Barats of New London in 1919. 
Abba married Virginl.a Horkheimer, In 1923. She wu the 

4Saugbter of the preaident of the congregation in Wheeling, 
West Vlrginia whlch wu hll first pulpit. They married five 
yean alter he bad become Rabbi of the Temple in Cleveland. 

Jloeea and Dinah left New York to live in R&havla, a 
aiburb Of Jeruulem, In 1928. They built their own home there, 
end their two aona uw to It that they never wanted anything. 

In 1938 llo■es atartecl writing a two volume commentary 
In Bebnw on the ~tateuch. In lMl, he publlahed the laat of 
the two wlumea. It fa called "Fringes Of Sliver." When 6t waa 
publiahed on his 80th birthday, a grand turnout and celebration 
of hill frlenda and admiren took place in Jerusalem. It was 
almflar to the tremendoua gala &ffair11, his aon Abba, had on 
Jal■ IOth birthday In New York and Cleveland, this year. 

Dinah died In Rahavia in 19t8 at the age of 87 and Moses 
died tbe nat Je&r at the age of 88. 

Ablla Blllel Sliver ta the author of five books: M ianlc 
8pecaJaUon In Janel; The Democratic Impulse in Jewish 
Jliatory; ReUston in a Qwlglng World; The World Cr la and 
i9wlall llunlnl; Vi■lon and Vlctol'J'. 

'Ille Nalra GI lla:llwell an noted In the rtlcle about him. 
(Xote. "KNpaab" wu prtvately printed, but the author 

.._ .._ 1a 1--, aty DllliJ ... a ,.., oo,1ea ot tbe 1look 

................... ). • 

fore burned its fingers in a 
similar manner. "The Soviet 
Union," he said, "as a matter of 
expediency, once made a pact 
with Hitler. That blunder had to 
be atoned for by ten million 
Russian lives. If now again, as 
a matter of expediency, it ts 
making a spiritual pact with 
Hitlerlsm, in the hope of wooing 
neo-Nazi.a or neo-Faacists or 
Arab irreconcilables, or for 
whatever the reason, It will be 
committing a ses.,ond and much 
more fatal blunder." 

Like Eban who had appealed 
for stronger support from Amer
ican Jewry for Israel, so did 
Silver. "Israel," said Silver 
"needs the red blood of fresh 
capital and private investment 
... American Jews will be per
forming a patriotic duty all well 
a.a strongly buttressing the new 
etate of Israel by the invest
ment of their capital and their 
experience . . . Let'• talk about 
it leu and do more. A blueprint 
i11 not yet a building and a map 
fa not yet the country itself ... 

U1 appealed for a few thou1• 
and young American Jewa to go 
to Iarael annually for a year, or 
two, after they have completed 
their army aervice. 

And towards the conclusion of 
his talk he appealed to ltraeJ 
Jtself to have greater unity, to 
eliminate lta "excessive party 
fragmentlzation," and to estab
lish a national system of educa
tion. 

All he came to the end of his 
addreaa, the Rabbi took off hla 
glaaaea, closed his eyes, and 
though my eyes thought they 
saw the gleam of a tear on sa. 
ver's face, my mind thought of 
a verse of Biallak. In a poem he 
had written after the Klahtnef 
pogrom when Jewa everywhere 
were praying, Blliak heard the 
Lord say "Why stretch they out 
handa to me? Has none a fist ... " 

The Rabbi with the tear had 
also that fist. He had shown 
glJmpses of it in hia talk. But 
now at the end of hill address al
though his words w re directed 
to hla contemporary American 
J ws and to Israel, to me ft al 
eeemed a.a If he wu my tlcally 
groping for the right band of 
God. Rabbi Mlller had eloquent
ly portrayed saver u having had 
during hill Ufa and at th tlm 
of 1rM lltnea, th rtirht band 
el God In llfflr'I l'llbt llud. 

Childre,, Not Allowed 
Kisl1i11el Protest P1•rade 

(A Chapter Ot The Dr. Herzl Zion Club) 

By BEN M. FRIEDMAN 
I was one of the less srticulate members of the Herzl Club 

and although I was always connected with tthe movement, my 
real activity did not begin until 1928 when we organized the 
Richmond Hill Zionist District, of which I have been President 
for five years. Later on I was Vice President and then President 
for two years of the Long Island Zlonlst Region. My Presidency 
was during the period 1947 to 1949, the most crucial period in 
our movement. At present I am, of course, active In the Region 
and also a member of the National Exeeutive Committee. 

I joined the Dr. Herzl Zionist Club in the early months ot 
1905 in response to a. Hebrew. notice in the Yiddish Press that 
this Hebrew-speaking Youth Group wa.s meeting regularly every 
Saturday evening. The meetings were held at the office of the 
United Hebrew Charities on East Broadway, which consisted of 
two large rooms, a.n anteroom were sat the parents, relatives and 
other visitors, and then a broad door leading into a larger 
room where at an oblong table sat around thirty boys from 12 
to 14 years of age. 

Maxwell Silver was then the President, but the dominating 
and dynamic figure waa Abba Silver. He lead in the discussion., 
as well all in the singing of Hebrew and Yiddish Zionist songs. 
Once in a while he would deliver a. Yiddish oration, emulating 
the flowery style and the familiar nuances o! his great teacher, 
Zvi Hirsch Maslinsky. 

In the spring of 1906, a great demonstration Wall staged on 
the east side in protest against the waves of massacre., which 
then swept Czarist Russia, and the Herzl Club wa1 asked to 
mobilize the Jewish children of public schools. I shall always 
remember the fiery anger and indignation displayed by Abba 
Hillel Silver when I repo1ted that a principal o fa .school on 
Rivington Street, which I attended, refused to permit the child• 
ren of hi11 school to participate in the parade. 

I never learned who really secured the comNmt from the 
obdurate official, but it may well have been the same ifery youth 
and the precursor of the future Rabbi and leader in Israel, who 
was destined one day to lead l1is people to its greatest triumph 
In the moat crucial period ot Its history. 

su,,er cloaecl his eyea, h11 
voice became turgld and then 
husky with emotion. Stand.Inc 
ln glory before the acclaJ.m of 
hi.II fellow Jews, perhap1 be 
wa thlnklng ol Herzl, of hill 
beloved mother Dinah, ol hill 
reveared father Moses, perh&p1 
he was lonely and was rellV• 
lnl' scenes with them, or per
haps It was another 1\10988 that 
he was thinking ol, the Mose■ 
ol the Exodoa. As the Rabbi 
lilted hls arms and held them 
out as to clasp all Jewry t.o 
bis bollom, I thought to my.self 
a,aln, u I hav., olt expre!llled 
myaelf In tbla paper, that be 
WU Bablll of Kahal Yl•roael 
leeklns peace and oomfort an, 
dignity for hi• people and aa 
end to the comtaat turmoil 
whlcla the world baa tllrowa 

MARTY LITOWITZ 
Electrlclaa 

Uce11H41_.lnd .. 

12 YALE AVElfUE 
........... ,. 
ESNX Z-1731 

the Jew Into. 
All the speakers of the evening 

had refused to make a final eval
uation of the man, Sliver. Beine 
but a reporter, I am not bound 
by their sub strata of uncon• 
sciou11 fear to make an appral• 
sal. Though It will take a greater 
reporter than I to adequatelY, 
aum up just the evening alone1 

Jet alone the man and hill life, 
My la.st thoughts as I left the 
hall were these: From Mose11 to 
Herzl to Sliver. It took som• 
thousands of yean from the 
time of M011e1 the flrlt liberator 
until the next liberator, Herzl 
appeared. And then when Hersl 
left, there wu no void, there ap,, 
peared Silver in the vel'J' next 
generation. Jewry wa11 Indeed 
fortunate above meuuret 
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HIST-ORY MAKER 
Contln~ from Pare S) 

dependent upon American strength. He was there-
f ore convinced that the key to Palestine's future 
lay in Washington, that this wu the point upon 
which to concentrate all U1e strength, the influence, 
thP pressure, we could master, 

But he also had no lllusion about the difficulty 
and the dimensions of the task. Britain was Amer• 
ica's closest ally. For many decade the policy 
makers of Ule State Depa!'tment had regarded the 
Near Eaat u a British sphere. They were pr·e-
pued to extend and consolidate Britain's influence 
In the re11on even at Ule expense of France. They 
were certainly not prepared to override British 
policy in favor of the "vociferous Zioni.sts·• -cl 
their "quixotic plan,·• tor a Jewish State. 

MORl:OVl.:R, u we have seen, Silver was the 
t int of the Zioni,t :eaders to shed his illusiona 
about Roosevelt's demeanor toward the Zionist 
idea. With keen insirht he came to realize sooner 
than othen. that behind Roosevelt's suavity ancl 
chum and despite hia humanjtarian fr iendlineu 
for Ule Jew■ as people, the1·e lay a deep-seated 
skepticism 11.bout Jewish Palestine and a cool indif• 
ference, which Silver described u an attitude of 
''unjvolved benignancy." Roo evelt was ready t<t 

listen but unwilling to act and firmly opposed any 
atep which might im·olve him in difficulties witll 
the Arab rulers. But to Ule Jewish masses ()f 

America and throughout the world, Roo evelt 
loomed as Ule great friend and champion of their 
people. How could such a friend oppose or ignore 
Jewi h national aspriatlons? Not only wa it diffi• 
cult to accept such a painful thought - there wa1 
a strong psychological need to reject it. In a 
tragic hour and a hoslile world there simply had 
t o be a champion and prolector. I! it was not 
Stalin or Chm·chill, it had to be Roosevelt. This 
e molional dependence on Roosevelt was reinfor•ced 
by eminenU~· practical considerations. He might 
be 1·e-elected. and he wa re-elected for a fourth 
term. His would be the power to shape the post• 
wa r seltlement. To cross him, to offend him, t<t 
ahenate his affection, wa to court disaste1· for 
the Zioni t cause. 

,,·hen Slh,er pPl'Sl11IPd In hi111 attPmpt te 
forc-P the pa !lage of thP Palt>Stine Rl'!!olutio■ 
through Con,;rt"S aftPr RoO!le\"elt' re-electlu• 
In 19-U, he wa11 forced to rttign as Cbair11111a 
or tbe Elllf'rgency Counc-il. He and his friends 
f."Krried the iss11e to the Anw-rican Jewish com
munity; but it wa, not until Roosen:tt·s dt-ath 
In the prinK of the rullow;ng )'Par, and the 
rPvelation of hl111 !M'<>ret correspondenc-e with 
Jbn aud. that the tide turnPd and ' ih·er was 
recalled to leader. hip through the pn . ure of 
pubHc opinion. Hi judgement had been \"Indi
cated and hi"I leadeNhlp more firmly estat.
Ushf.'d than before. 

The . trnggle in Wa hington went on during th 
ea rly part of the T1·uman Admini tration, but lhe 
going became easier as Ti uma_n grndually became 
convinced tha . the o,·erwhelming majority of the 
J ewt,;h citizens were now solidly behind the Zion
!. t program. Truman wa moreover a far less 
complex personality than h1. tllustriou. p, edeces
s r - le ·s adroit and sophisticated. simpler and 
m o, e stiaightorv,ard. He actepted the Zionist line 
relucta ntly and unde1 pressure. at fi1•sl. but having 
a ccepted it, he followed through honei;tly and firm
ly In the end he found h1m~elf in d1rec confh t 
wi h Britain's Bevin. He did not shrink from th 
encounter, but supported by popular opinion, he 
stuck to hi gun and force!l the S ate Depart• 
ment acquiesce in hrs pro-Zt0nist policy, 

BY TIIIS time Silver's sagaciou11 policy of build
ing up svpport in Republlt'an a well a Democra• 
tic circles and his skillful bi-partisan strategy w· 

nlng it reward. Taft and Dewey we1 e equally 
outspoken and unhe. itant in their• backi n of Zion
I asprra ions. Th Republican Party as a whole 

o!)l'nly c mpeting- for Jewish stipport ; and ti,• 

of mrlhon or Am 11 an c1lizen . 1ou. ell 

vocal, pro\' 

and m n uver 
n t 

mo1e potent than th p1ejudic 

f c ie r diplomata nd oil m r· 

Trnman·• 

as Influence of aom• 

per 

th 

Administration 

·lion ftCHII tbe Dem 

Ill 

The Political Offenaive 

The whole procedure represented a revoluth:mary 
change in Zionist policy nd political technique. 
From Herzl's earliest diplomatic explorations down 
t.> the days of the Balfour Declaratic>n and lhe 
Mandate, and Weizmann's latest efforts, political 
Zionism was political mostly in the sense that it 
pursued political objectivea. It sought to achieva 
these objectives largely by diplomacy; and oon• 
1ideri~g how few and doubtful were the cards In 
their bands, Zionist diplomats had played them 
1killfully and at times brilliantly. But in the final 
analysis, diplomacy, to be successful. mUJ1t be 
backed by sometlfhtg more concrete and sub1tantial 
than ideas, sentiment.a and remote potentialitie,. 
It is a game ()f cive anti take. and the would-be 
diplomat must have aometbinr of value to offer 
or withhold. He must be In a position t" benefit 
his trienda and intlict injury on his adverories. 
Henl had grasped lhi principal rirmly, bu·t lacked 
the counters with which to negoti11.te. The c-reatest 
diplomat our people had produced 1ince Disraeli 
died of a broken heart - fer lack <>f bargainin1 
power. 

Weizmann was more succeasful In the circum• 
stances of the first \Vul"ld War. For all his personal 
charm, persuasiveness and skill, be would have 
failed like Herzl - but for the fact that Britain, 
hard-pressed in the struggle \\'ith Germany, was 
11.nxious to gain the wholehearted support of the 
J ewish people: in Russia on the one hand, and in 
America, on the other. The non-Jewish world re
garded the Jews as a power to reckon with. and 
even exaggerated Jewish Influence and Jewish 
unity. Brit.ain"s need or Jewish support furnished 
Zionist diplomacy the element of strength and ba r
gaining po\\·er which it required to ba ck moral 
appeal. 

THE CIBCl'M TANCES of World War II wc-re 
radically diUe!'ent. J wry was dest,uyed in Cenlral 
Europe and politically immobilized in Soviet Russ,a. 
Hiller carried out his p ogram of extermination 
without effective opposition from any quarter. In 
the eyes of practical ,.voliticians be had demon
strated that Jewish power and influence were a 
mylh. What was really crucial in the new circum
stances was the fact that the Jews of the world 
were now perforce solidly arrayed with Britain as 
the leader of the democratic world in the war 
against Hitler. There was no need to woo the Jews, 
for they had oo alternative. On the contrary, it was 
t he Arabs who had to be wooe<I, for they could 
flirt with the Axis - as they did. Disaffected. they 
had lo be appeast>d; loyal. they had to be rewarded, 

overwhelmingly were the B ritish com·inccd of 
t he rl'ality of Arab power and the complete Jos. of 
our bargaining position, that our cause in Eng!and 
became hopele~s. 

Ned Balfour Offluation 

The oWcial Zionist leadership r!'alizcd the posi
tion and sought anxiou ·ly for new political leverage 
- but found none. The one hope was, of cou ·e, 
America. And \\'iezmann once went so far as to 
ay - in a closed circle - that "lhe next Balfour 

D eclaration" had to come fmm th United Stales. 

But \\'ei:r:mann's error, shared by large part of 
lh movement and most of the American Zionist 
le ders at the lime. wa to hop that effective 
Am eri an interventiun f r the solution of the 
Palestine problem could be brought about by 
nothing more compelling than a somewhat diffuse 
h umanitarian sympathy !or lhe Jcwi b plight. 

Tht> e, rnce of 'ilvl'r' revolulion11ry 11(1proac1t 
IA:, in the new re11lbm1 which• he lutrodueNt, 
He came to p{'rcrive th:at diplomae~·. un up-
ported by aome fom1 of po\\er, der;enrrated In 
more 1htadl nut - ba4'kl,tair lnlf'rCI' Ion -
humilitatlnl{ and futile. There wu no other Wll)' 

but to rttre II" for 7,i-19m th barr;alniag 
po ltioa It lllld I l, bulltllas It up eut of uch 
el!'ment ef tren,rth a the Jr\\l h Pf'Oplr un 
po w ed. \-lrtue dlcl a4't aufflcp a11d Wl'■k-

11'1 no wlrtue. The c-hlef a-lllve ell'ment In 
eur ..-Hlon ere t\\o: fir l, the r;ro•tnc 
elrenr;tll ef lite Ykhuv, It aMlity to rel~t anti 
lt-. offf'n Iv "°'"'r to alrlkl'; llttOndl , the 
..-ientlal pewer ef flvf'-mlHI- AftlN'k-all ,lf'we, 
If 119r~rl ers-lM"41 aa4 W •IMI If their eel• 
ltttlff trN1stll .... , -~ly e pie ' Ac-ti .. 
a.. - 111111"' alHI "' r ..... u .. : 

Tl! ID f'llll the -r W 

r.vor run up 
la Pat UM. lit 

a factor, Jewish rebelliouimc s could be no less a 
factor, even more embarrassing to Britain lo q1:r 
international relations. Activism and resistance ia 
Palestine had to be matched an supported by a11 
equally aggressive and relentlesa policy in America 
- on the political plane. IL meant abandonment 
of apologetic and defensive attitudes in favor of an 
"offensive spirit" sustained by striking power. The 
political offensive was to be directed in the first 
place 11.gainst the British Government, but alS1J 
aganst anti-Zionist influence entrenched in Wash• 
ington. Both the British and American pvermenla 
~·ere to feel the full imp11.ct of an aroused and mili• 
Lant body of opinion comprised of mlllio1111 uf 
American cltiaena, Jews and Christians alike. 

A CIA8SICAL example of thi• acgreuive poli• 
cy waa the stand Sliver tuok on the firat poetwar 
loan to Britain, about to be veted by the Congr~s• 
of the United States. Inter-governmental loans, he --- - ,,_- . ..... ..,,.,,.____.. - - -argued, were not mere commercial tranactions, 
but political 111eaaurea to achieve political ends; aml 
lt Willi common practice for Ule lending power to 
exact political oondition1. Should the repre11e11t.a:
tives of the American taxpayer vote millions to be 
used by Britain in repressina- lhe Yiehuv and hunt
ing down Jewish refu:-ees in the Mediterranean? 
Shrewdly, he did not propose to defeat the loan but 
t,:i delay itii pas,,a e - whil:h eemed a fea:,lble 
objective. No more brilliant or effective stroke 
could have been devised. Had we pressed the Issue 
with full force. it might have brought Bevin to bis 
knees. But even after years of political educatiun, 
nol all American Zionists were ready for so drastic 

step. It was one of many opportunities we Jost. 

ASGW-A."EIUC."N C01'1MJffEt.: 
In the same vein Silver opposed any cooperation 

with the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry. He 
correctly appraised it as but another delaying tactic 
designed to relieve the Brilish and American govern
ments from relentless pressure in Palestine and 
the nited States, and personally he refused to 
t!'stify before the Oommitlee. After months of 
hearings, investigations. and more hearings the 
Committee produced a report containing some posi• 
ti\"e recommendations, which Truman promptly 
approved. But Bevin raged and fumed. The Amer• 
lean Government, he felt. waa subaervient to "New 
York Jews." :More specifically, he meant - a rablti 
from Cleveland. nccremoniously he rejected the 
report. The outcome of this affair a:;-ain v.i.t\<Ucate4 
S ilver's judgement. The Anglo-American Committee 
was a fiasco. It it had served any purpose, it wa■ 
!o point up the paramount Issue: could or could 
not a satisfactory settlement be achieved by dipl~ 
m a tic negotiation with the Brili h? 

THAT SU1'ffilER, 194.6 saw the arrest of many 
leader· of Ute Yishuv in Palestine. including mem• 
ber~ of the Jewish Agency - and shortly there• 
a fler a fresh attempt at ,diplomatic negoti11.tion. A 
group of Agency members met in Paris, Silver be• 
ing absent. Behind-the-scene conversations were 
g oing on with Bevin in London. The British Govern• 
ment was propo ·ing a round-table conference w itil 
J ews and Arabs. The bait for J ewish parlicipation 
was allegc-d willingnes~ on the part of the Brilisll 
to entertain prnposals for the partition of Palestine 
emanating from the Jewish Agen cy. Sih·er was 
furious over what he regarded as a political and 
tactical blunder - an untimely and futile gesture, 
undermining our O\\n position. In protest he r~ 
aignrd from the Ex cutive and prepared for a show• 
down at the forthcoming Zionis t Congre s. 

BEVIN 

As it happened, Foreign Secretary Bevin visitl'4 
America that fall and Silver saw him on two occa• 
aions: the first, on his own initiative; the second, 
on the invitation of Mr. Bevin. The effect or these 
conversations wa to convince Silver, more fully 
than befure, th11.l Bevin had no intentton 1Vhat10-
ever of usentlng to a Jewi h State even In a minor 
p rt of Palestine and that the propo ed round-table 
conference was another Brit! h manruver. The 
coming Conrrc , he felt, 'Mfl.rld be decillYe. Zloal
w at the cro r()ad ; It would either ,~ on ftcbt• 
ln or negoliata l If Into defeat and 1urrender. 

DH CO. GRl:88 
It ,aa Indeed a f leful Conrreaa, that wlnt• ot· 

1~6, p lnful and dramatic. On on aide_,. ~ 
the W izmann force , clincinr to the lllope of a 
n iroli ted 1etlleml'nt with Bevin on the lllull of 
p rtition; on the ther, th "aetl.tlt" fw W 
I, ilv r and la part ~ Ben-GIiii The Ill 
~ionl1t, tont Mt- ttwlr eonftl hie i.,atuee t. 
"'ei11man11 a1"I th lr -- lell4er, ~ ...,.... 
and a,m. lYW .,.. _.. llM JqJ ,-Ill• fll 
Ch Iraan el Ute Pelltlcal altt... • wlllell 
~ a lilan -Jorlty. It .,.. a t _. .., 'l'lla 

(C...._. •.,.._II) 
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1-IISTORY MAKER Abba Hillel Silver 
(ConllnuNI rrom P11g 12) 

out ·ome of the Congr<•ss was in doubt until the 

wr,: last ssion. When the vote on the resolution• 

wa taken in the small hour. or th m\lrning. the 

atmo. phere was tense and bitter. As usual, persol\J\l 

loyaltie and antagonism came into play, as well 

11s party rivalries and factual disputes. But the 

main issue remained clear; confi<Jen e or lack of 

confidence i n the British and In the leadership 

which st\)()() for onlinucd cooperation with them. 

W were warned that falling a negotia ed setlle

mcnt with the British, the qu<'~tion would be thrown 

into the United Nations where w ri ked fin'.11 and 

irretri ,•able defeat. Th Congres took its courage 

In it hand, decided to disregard the waring and 

ac ept the hallen e. 11\'cr' • policy won out ; the 

die was a. t. 

IV 

The United Nation• And After 

ilver·s victory at the Congr<'s. of 1946 imposC'd 

upon him new tasks and burdens of unpr cendenl d · 

av1ty. As head or the American clion or the 

J wi. h Agency, he wa now charged with the duty 

f 01 ~•ni:r.ing and dir cling the de( nse of the Zionl 

h,t position in the forum of the United Nations. 

Be\'n had made good his threat to refC'r the i sue 

to th community of nations. In the spring of 1947 

and again in the fall, th ··Pale line Question" 

came before the General As1>embly. Politically and 

int rnationally thi wu the court of la ' t resort. 

THE RESPONi-.aBILITY for handling the 'Jew-

1. h ca e w1111 a crushing one. But Sil\" r rose lo the 

n w challeng . Without abandoning the technique 

of mass action and public pres ure, he also resorted 

to the arts of the accomplish d diploQ'lat. Skillfully 

and sagaciously h ought to isolate Britain and the 

Arab by building up a majo1 ity for J wi h inde

p ndence out of widely d spcrate elements: the 

Unitc·d States, the Soviet Bloc, the Catholic coun

tri . of Latin Am rica , th British Domin" ns, and 

W • tem Europe. Silver's collcagu on the Agency 

Ex culive worked fc-verishly as a team at his ide 

and under his direction. Ev ry a\'rnue of support 

wa thoroughly explor d. Every clue,wa meticulou~ly 

checked and pur u d .. 'ot the mallcst or the re

rnotf•. t of nation but was conta t d and woo d. 

Nothing was left ~ chance. 

E,·en o, It "a f\flce more touch and io. Three 

da)s ht-fore the final , ·ote in the A S(•mbly of 

the l:nited Xation we \\ere ju~t hor1; of the 

r quired h\0-thirds majority to carry th Parti

tion Re olution. Providentially Thank gi,·ing 

Da intervened, gh,inl{ u a r pite of tw nt ·

four hour for th last upreme rrort to corral 

the additional ,ot"- B turda ·, the 29th of 

O\Pm!M'r, \\e had ~IICCf'edrd. For the fir t lime 

in hh,tor the nation of the \\ orld, in coum•i l 

a., mblNI, I'"' morul and lr11al ·mrtlon to the 

re~tabtl bmf'nt of a Je\\ I h State in Pale tine. 

On b en \\fl If-ft the hall and drlrt d lnto 

the lebb . We \\t're all o t"rcome b emotion. I 

&lanced t ih·er and w \\hat I had ne,er 

et>n before - be \\f'pt! 

The menace of Arab lnva i.fn and Britain sabo

ta thre t ned the lmplem ntaUon of th United 

Nations d i ion, which wa to take final err t 

on th termination of th Brlti b Mandat , Miu, H, 

1948. In Mar· h the American Gov rnment suddenly 

r v Ila iUon and declared for an lntt>rna

tlonal trust hip over Pale line in place of parti

tion. 811 r threw him If Into the truggl all ov r 

again, aummonect a n lion Ide con! r n ee for lit

bl IICUoa l■ Wuhtngton, and r urned public pre 

ure -.on the Id nt and the t11te Department. 

There felJowed a riloua period of bind-th • 

en -..UaUona. -
I)(>p rtmenl off red 

1a-tion of tho 
e off r of tho 

di ... Ua ta If 
-Garton had 
,reel■matl 

nhl. 

l ·• 

ilver, drnwin ourage f m ht unshakt'able rt>. -

olution. Tht' o(frr of the State D, pR1 tment, rt>J>ult'd to 

have come ;:: lso from the Prl's1<1t-nt him>,plf. w>ts re

jected -thou ht the c.:iurst i,~macked o( d furnce. 

To be more precise, we informed Bcn-Gurion or our 

vole in fa\'or of rt•jecli n, Jea,·in the ultimate dc

CIMion, a we felt we mu. t, lo th Yishuv itself. 

THE "TATE \\"a duly p1oclaim d; arnl for the 

moment, politics and diplomac-y gave way t\l the 

te. t of war. Th ultimately de isi,•e ,•iclory of the 

cau. e was won on the fie-Id of battll', by the valor 

vf the Yishuv and the l-acrific of its h roi youth. 

Without th W ar or IndqH nd n e th J wi h late 

would not hav arL·en: But without the political 

victory at Flushing frado and the int ,national 

.san lion it nferrcd the War of Independf'nce 

might ha,·e never been fou ht. On th is point there 

can be no doubt about th verdict or history. 

liver· re>solut leadl•1·ship hi , ·1sion and tale. -

manship, hi militant and audaeiou poli y. his oHr

alJ strategy and brilliantly executed tactics and the 

procligiou activity he unfold d - th se were 

largely re ponsibic for the triumphant outcome. 

That this \' iCtl)ry was snatched from impending de

feat, nhanced the magnilud or the hi toric 

achievement. He had mo.-ed and acted in the grea t 

trRdilion of Herzl anri \\" izmann· the ac·h iPvt>ment 

wa. perhap realer than they had dared lo hope 

for. 

L',TERS:\L OSFLICT 

It is one of th tragic ironi s or Zion111t history 

that immediately followin the realt·~t triumph 

of his car er, another internal conflict forced Silver 

to resign hi position of leader hip. Its ov rt and 

aurface cau e wal! disagreement with the leadership 

of Israel onr fund-rai Ing activili<'S in the United 

States. The rea l and def'p r issue wa the attitude 

of that leadership toward the Zionist movement in 

cen ral and Ameriean ioni,m in particular. ilver 

reali:r.ed that the establishment of th tat had by 

oo means cured its !ullu· existence, and he in-

isled upon a ~trong Zioni~t movement a ii..!! h 'e! 

bulwark in th difficult )'f'ftrs which h forei-aw. 

Unless the tale of 1 rad and its Government, 

created by th Zionist movement, reciprocated by 

placing their full atr ngth and pn• tige behind the 

mov ment, b\llh the movement and the State would 

11uffer. And though he matter was belilll d at 

th lim , a of minor con~equt"nce. it became a 

burning is. ue which agitated th Z1oni t and Jewish 

world during the pa. t few y ars. 

In, this too, Silv r's judgem nt has been vindi ated 

by the events. A change of h art ha b rn laking 

place in I rael. Only a few month a , th Knes~ t 

fmally nacted a measure which, though not in lhe 

precise l<'t'm unanimou ly requested by the lest 

Zionist Congress, granted offi ial status to the 

organization. But mor impmtant, a significant 

change ha bl n taking plac in the personal atti

tud of leading mcmbc1 of th Isra~ Gov rnment 

- one expressi\'e of a ren wed d sh to str ngthen 

the Zioni ·t ffi\l\"Cment and n .lri ,·e its commandmg 

position in Jewish life. 

A'! clouds athf'r :ignin on J,-ral'l' horizon 

anti a'! the international ituation gro\\"I more 

tl'nse and menacing than ver, one can onl • 

ope tba "ih er "ill not main for long on 

tht> mar in, but \\ Ill be drawn b.wk Into the 

full tide of artulr . He ha teadly reru.,"d and 

Ill perhaJJ!I eon ti nut- to , eru lo !M"t'k I adf'r-

hlp once morl'. But ndther l"lrnt'I nor Zion

J m can afford to be t1npri~< ti of hi'< gal\':tnlzlng 

for<'e. Ill plaC'I' In ,I wi'lh hi tory i Jreatl 

ll('('ure - but anotb r baptn i till to be 

1\rltten. 

What ver the future may hav In tore for him 

pet sonaJJy, the1 e I a po t I ipt to b added. 'lite 

Jong and often fie1 e sl1uggle waged under his 

1 denihip for the Zion t u. ha ·ielded a b -

product of ine Umabl valu in itself - Its p 1·

manent and tonic rte t upon the Jewi h om

munJty in thi count1y. ilv r bad found Amen an 

J-1"Y a alumbe1 mg gi nt: h the giant 

from hi I tha1·gy, mad of hi 

ltrength. To th t xl nt 

been tran. form d. H 

n1en, to fl ht n 

Ame , 

ba 0 

By GEORGE E. SOKOLSKY 

""hen we ,n1 ch1ld1t>n, on the East ttle . -f'w Yo1 Jc , our 

prnblem wa. · not how to I mom Jews in a ehangmg en\'il'onment. 

Ou1· n,·ironment was Jew1~h and we \\"fl conM·t 11 of bemg 

J c w .. The1 f re, w facttl no religiou-s 01 1aci11J conflicts. Thos• 

\\ ere to come later. 

A we formed into clubs, it wa only nat111 al that they we1e 

club of J ws. I belonged to tht ee dubs as a b y. th D1. H 1 zl 

Zion lub, the Camp l11b in the Educational Alliance and the 

City Histo1y Club. The Camp Club conl't t~tl f Jem«h boys 

who had be<>n ent to the Educational Ail1en e Camp at Sui pri. · 

Lake m ~ w York Stat , but who had n oth r lub ffU1ation . 

Our leader was Bernard l\l. L. Ern t, a la\\y 1. Th attitude waa 

secula,; th tendency was what in tho!' day wa~ call d " A

mericanism."' The influence wa . plemhd. Prnbably the mo~t 

impo1 tant member was Eddie Cantor \\ ho ha ht oughout hia 

life devol<>d him-self to Americanism, to charity, 1md to lhe J l•\\'S. 

Eddie \\"8 o poor and Jiv d m su h d1 ad 1:11 ·umstances, that 

the influence of this club an of the Educational Alhanc In bmld

ln character 11.nd personality 1s t1 aceabl . 

Th Dr. Herzl Zion lub wa alto th r a diff rt"nl grnup

lng. Although for a tune. it too met in the Edu ational Allianc-, 

no "out icle'' i nfl11enc l! wer felt at all - it wall Jewi h; it wa• 

Z ioni t; it \\"&-S in the cultural tradition of the Jewish people. 

Most of th boys . poke and wrote a flu nt H brew. which 40 

yeara ago wa perhap. not aa unusual as it ls today . . [any me t • 

ings were conducted exdusively in Hebrew. AIJ the boys spol<e 

Y iddish fluently. Although some of them were immi,:ranta. mod 

were ilh I' American born or wer·e b1·011 ht over II babies. They 

~11me gene1 ally from Jewi. h home whOM 01 thodoxy wa not 

dtluled by ompromises to make it mo1e palatable. They we1'9 

compl tely devoted to Jewish Ideals. 

Before one speaks of Abba Hillel 1h•er, it i. nec-"asary to 

recall his father, Mose-s, a learned man, a lt>acher, devoted to 

the boy. , uidlng them through the yea, by a humility and an 

avoidance of obvious leadership that has left an impr ion upon 

me which ha remain d all these years. Zv i Hit sh Ma-sliansky 

and Ab1·aham Goldfaden we1e among the elder who we1 e ke nly 

interest d in our work and ofte;i join d in om a tivities. 

From the very start, when we we1 Ahba 

Hillel iJver asimmed leader!!hip and was I other 

boy . He was not only J wish In his person; he et'm d aheady 

to have !ound In. piration in the religion as well a 11.e ular 

lit 1ature of our people. Few of us had his training, his knO\\ l

edge, his capa.:ity fot· holarship. 

Boys ,e ognize a ad r and althou h th y hke to proj ct 

thcmselv 5, Abba Hillel ilver was -so dtfinit ly he leader that 

no one cont sled the fa ·t. 

Zioni m in those day wa not a 1 n x to anlt- mill m or 

to Hitler. To us. 11 ·h a reaction would have b n false . \\"e 

wer Zioni~l~ because we were Jew . \\"e r jected the Id a that 

one h d to have a r ason for honoring hi own pa t . \\'e loved 

our mother ; we loved the memory of the land of our r It • ou1 

and t1ad1tlonal origin. Among us debat occurred b tween tho~e 

who belie\'ed in the pohlical Z ionism ot Th odo1e Herzl, which 

was th n a ompa,altv ly new Ideal, and the ultural Zionism of 

Ahad Ha-am wbi •h s nt out p 1·haps d p r roots. 

Jn our young mind th r was n v r a onflict b tw n 

Z ioni.·m and Ame1ica. It s med to u that nationah m in v 1y 

form was wholesome and nobl<>. Our conflict was with assimtla

tioni1<m in itl! vari ti s of expression, and in ho day the1 e 

wet many xpre. ~ion the Ame1 ilan a1<. 1milatioru ·t who 

hoped for an limmalion ot the Jews by int rmar1iage and ad

soi plion; the Bundi ls who preferred a Poli h clall'Sm to a 

Jewi&h culture while uttlizrn YiddLh a a Jan uag ; the ocial 

I)(>mocrats who were atheii<l da • an dregarded Ju

daii<m a-s a super lillon and Hebrew a a d ad Ian uag ; the 

Anarchist who re anl u all as r actionan . , t tc. 

Abba Hillel S1lv r had a thou • nd 111 um nt. and a bl'illian o 

of p1· , en talion in hi fi ht for J wish ll aditi n , for a love of 

Zion, for a devotion to eve1ything J wish. I d not wt h to ay, 

ven on hi ixtieth bH·thd y, that h tood al ne. An examina• 

tton of th alumni of th Dr. Herzl Zion Club di d 

day, a tartling numbu of min nt 1~bbi 

f our boya ontinued to d vote them I 

whi h surround d th m in lhl club. 
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AUTO DRIVE SCHOOLS 

NOLL'S AUTO SCHOOL 
late Drlvlq Metboela Tauch, to 
Ilea. Women aad Youns Adult • 

Est. Over 10 Years 
ConventenUy located at 

1821 Willow Ave., Hoboken, N. J. 

AOTO RADIATORS 

D'AURIA 
AUTO RADIATOR CO. 
8pecla11zln1 lJJ. Antomobile A 

Truck RadJators 
Bolled Out . Repaired - Kecored 
22 Norfolk St., Newark, N. J. 
Ott Central Ave. HU. 2·5076 

AVTO SERVICE 

BARNEY'S AUTO BODY 
and RADIATOR WORKS 

Celllslea l!Jlperta 
aelliaton - a.die• aepcair9' 

aefialaJaecl 

) ■ealter AA of N. J. 
H Bou Towine lenlce 

NL Z-2291 
378 Central Ave. Newark, N. J. 

Night Call - WA. 6-1932 

COLUMBUS 
AUTO REPAIRS 

Expert Auto Body Palnt1n1 
. S. PoUzzoto, Prop. 
8 ColumbWI St., rear, Bloomfield 
Call BL. 2-7625 for Information 

and Estimates 

HALSEY AUTO SALES 
.James Graziani, Mgr. 

126 pringfield Ave., Irvington 
ESsex 2-1286 

STERLING AUTO BODY 
Henderson &-: Ros , Prop!! 

It lain St., East Orange, N. JJ. 
Cor. Sterling St. 

CAR RENTAL 

J. FRANK CONNOR, INC. 
Hertz 

Drh·-Ur-Self y tem Licensee 
You Can Rent A New Car 

From He1·tz As Easy As ABC 
Also Truck Rentals 

85 Plane St. Newark, ' . .J. 
H 5-2200 

CONVALESCENT HOMES 

FRIENDLY HA VEN 
JEWISH CONVALESCENT 

HOME 
31 Madison Ave .. Montclair, N. J. 

MO. 2-9521 

ELECTRICIANS 

MARTY LITOWITZ 
LICPnsed a Bonded 

Electrical Contractor 
12 Yale Ave., Irvington, N. J . 

Essex 2-1730 

FLOOR COVERINGS 

MACK FLOOR COVERING 
96 Clay St., Newark 
HU 3-4521 - 5422 

FWRIST 

PARK FLORIST 
Fresh Flowers Rlcbt From Our 

Own Greenbo1111es 
Potted P.ants, Bouquets. Uuraaces 

Prompt DelJvel'f lJJ. Area 
97t Chancellor Ave. 

Irvington. N. J. ES. 1-2407 

A. COMPITELLJ MILLBURN FLORIST 
Oeaeral Ante Repaln 

Eleculeal Work Speclallzln& lJJ. Weddlq Decora-
tll3 18tll Ave., Newark, N. J. Uou, Consult Ua For Sacpstloaa 

ES. 2-367~ On Arranpmeata. 

!: p BRAKE Cor'llll'fJS, Potted Plants, Bouquets 
iJ. • SERVICE INC. M be 

Brake Service Experts em r of F.T.D. 
ltop In at UK Sooth St., Newark 38 Main St. Millburn, N. J. 
for a brake Teet or Phone tllem ML 8-2011 
•• II.A. 1-JIO'J for Estimate o■ ------------

uy brake Job, GLASS AND MIRRORS 

RIVERSIDE BODY ESSEX GLASS 
& FENDER WORKS & MIRROR CO. 

• A.I Luberto, Prop. NEW PICTURE FRAKES 
Auto Body and Fender Repait'I FACTORY CLOSE OUTS 
Auto Painting Expertly Done Dtplomu Framed 

.-or Information and Estimate, Ow■ Plcturea Framed 
Stop by or Call BE 2-3172 Open All Week 9 A.K. to 8 P .M. 

!11 \ 'alle1 St. Bellevllle, N.J. Fri . .t: Sat. Open tU 9 P .M. 
Ila TAYLOR 68S Sprlncfleld Ave. Newark, N.J. 

AUTO BODY SHOP Facu:r 
8t 1f!!h st

• 
Boc11 a Fellder •pa1rs 

Colllstoa Work A Specialty INTERIOR DEOOBATORS 
HI Devon St. Kearny, N. J. 

o 2-5505 BRISTOL DECORATORS 
Fine Quality Upholltery and Dra• 

WASHINGTON'S peries In Exclu1lve ll'abrlca -
AUTO REPAIRING Reasonable Price• 

ltl Ber1en St. Newark, N.J. Carpetlnc It Furniture 
Motor Overhaul1ng •73 So. Orange Ave. Newark, N. J . 

New .t: Rebuilt Motora Installed SO 2-67M 
Dynaflow • Hydro-matlc mox WOIU 

Tranmnlulon11 

Repat~h!esservlced WINDBUEHL MET AL WORKS 
81111 BI 2-3283 Res. Bl 8-3298 EaL IHI 

FISCHER'S 
AUTO SERVICE 
Complete llepatn 
oa All Model Can 

'85 Valley St. :Maplewood, N. J. 
Off Parker A venue 

80 3.2419 

BICYCLES 

RALPH'S BICYCLE SHOP 
Ralplt A Semmo, Prop. 

C-plete 8eleetlea of Earll a 
._rlcaa Blc:fclea - llod for 

llllldrea et AD Acee. 
111e,c1o llepeln 

fll Valley Bt., Maplewood, N. J . 
80. 1-lllet 

BRENNAN'S 
, BICYCLE SHOP 
:Auth. ~CJ for 1:ncUah Rudp 
, And 8c:bwtM Bfcycle 

Rebuilt Blcyclea Like New 
111:Perta - Tlane 8pted Btc,cl 
N·~ Aft. lntnatoa, K. J. 

- M1II 

.... ,"' 
.... o ,me-- rim 

For All fmp11u 
Manheim Road E11oz Fell,, K. J. 

CA. 6-3419 

HOVERS 

FR D O'BRYANT 
llovlllc • Ellpreea 

New and U■ed l'umlturo 
Bought and Sold 

322 Norfolk St. Newark, N. 1. 
MA S-5361 

PAUL'S EXPRESS ..... , ................ 
.......... Dllhoaloe 

328 Elilabotla St. Orange. If. J. 
Call OR S-S92S hfor. 9 A.II. ad 

After 5 P. 11. 

RUG CLEANING 

ESSEX COUNTT CARPET 
CLEANING WORD INC. 

We ..... a.., ...... _ .... y,,_ ........... . ........... ,. 
IL I-NOi 

JANCOVIUS & SON. INC. 
C-plet. &DI Cloanl .. Senlco 

Since IIIZ 
Eallaatea Give, on C......_ 

& &opcdrint 
112-120 Arlington St. Newark 

Ml 2-133S 

SAVINGS & WAN 

HAYES SAVINGS 
AND LOAN ASSN. 

Savlap Accounta IJJ.8urecf 
Mortgage Appli.:atlons Solicited 

9 A.M. • 4 P .M. Dally, Except Sat. 
955 Broad St. Newark, N. J . 

SCHOOLS 

SHADOWLAWN 
NURSERY SCHOOL 

For 
Pre-School-Age Chlldren 

Horatng & Full Day Se9 Iona 
Competent & WeU Tralned 

Persoruael 
f?'l Stuyvesant Ave 

Irvington, N. J. ES. 5-3222 

TICKET AGENCY 

VACATION EVERYWHERE 
AIR - STEAMSHIP - HOTEL 

. and RESORT 
&esenetiona, Toan £ CrulHa 

fhone: IIIABliet Z-5177 

EISLER'S 
\4 Pen Piece Newuli, N. J. 

UPHOLSTERERS 

FRED'S 
UPHOLSTERY SHOP 

Custom Upbol1tertac 
Slip Coven a Drapes 

Ellpert Furniture Bepalrlu 
T7 Avon Ave., Newark, N. J. 
ror Information It E1Umata 

C&ll BL 8-3622 

SERVICE STATIONS 
IMPERIAL 

SERVICE STATION 
Alld1 Wllllamsoa, Prop. 
General Auto Repairs . 

A.nth. Rep. of A.A of N. 1. 
lH W. Kinney St., Newark, N. J. 
For Road Service Call MA. S-9850 

Nl1ht Emergency MI 3-6859 

SEND ... 

PASSOVER 
Care Food Parcel■ 

TO 

ISRAEL 
THRU 

HIAS 
...... roftt $1 • Soaller 
e a..•t An,.• .. .......... 
lam. 2 

Contains: Meat, Butter, Oil, 
Sugar, Nut,. Swfft■, Fruita 
etc. 

Send orders and check■ 

■OWIO 

HIAS 
425 Lafayette St. 
IIEW1'0DI. ■. 1', 

Ory..,.,_.. B1A1011ee 

amYr.aawn 
BAnRY 

lhd It. and Lcmdowne AN. 
ftlladelplala. ,-.. 

Canton Restaurant 
212 Mulberry St. 

Orlglnal dishflll exactly u aorvecl • 
In Canton, China'■ famolUI rea. 

tauranta. Newark, IWArket i-9581 

DING-HO 
51 Grooa IL 

Newark 
■A. 3-HH . 

Viait The 

Munson Diner 

CHINESE· AIIEUCAN U:STAUUNT 

Conveniently located. Luncheon and dinners 
reaaonably priced. 

"For A Good Meal'' 
M4 So. Oraqe Ave. Hearty Meals & Snacka 
Newark, New Jersey Served At Reuonablo 

Prices. 

MERCIER'S DINER Open 24 hour• 
1469 Sprlncfleld Ave. 
Maplewood, N. J. 
Opp. t~ Hllton Garace 

Stop In for Breakfa■t, Lunch, 
Dinner or a lalo Sna.:k. 

80 1-9191 

HO WAH RESTAURANT 
Prompt Service for Take 
Out Ordera. 9-11 Weet Park St. 

Newark 2. N . .i. 
Ml 2·9096 

The Rickshaw Cafe Specializing In Family Dinners, 
Take-Out Orders, Banquet. and 
Party Facilitie11. Open S P.M. 
to 2 A.M. Dally and 1 P .M. to 
5 A.M. Sunday11. 

166 Forest St., Orance, N . .J. 
ORance 4-1671 

Detroit's Leading 
Commercial Hotel 

Stay at the aeweat, moat 
eeatraJJy located hotel la 
the )lotor City, complete&, 
fireproof, 750 oatalde 
rooms wlila batla, smart 
lleW ,_ ... ., •• , ....... 

eomparable ntee, .. ,a. 
parldq apaee-a lad • 
the eoat-comeloa1 1n..terl 
Dini"• Roo•• Air Con
dili-• 

• 
The NEW Hotel elf0Jlef 

.,....,__. .. A ........ 0..Nkl.M ........ 

~ """ r.......,. c,..p, ,,...,.,. 

C. W. FRANKINFIILD 
Accountant 

I Ill I. aNell It.. TNntea. If, J. 

~,., ~RClf...a• 

NEW YORK. 

n. 1-1171 

.a-••••lllf ... AHUIIIAllhe 
C....OfActlwlfJ --···- ...... ,_ ,_ $3.50 clally 
................ 
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ACE IUDfflllAIICE 
IDVICE DIC. 

1521 Delancey Street 

Philadelphia, Pennayl vcmia 

'8ILIP C. IIAIUCII 
Upholatery 

963 E. Chelten AHnue 
Philadelphia, Pennaylvania 

LOOK UP, IROTHERSI 

,-. 
1139 So. 58th Street 

Philadelphia, Pennaylvanla 

-~ . 

... : .. ... ·:· •'• .• ·•:_~,~:,~~ 

IIJPKIIIS nua SERVICE 
Motor Truck Rental• 

1128 E. Palmer Street 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

~;_'.~::;;~;: 

HOT SHOPPES 
Drive in Realauranl• 

66th and Market Sta. 
Millbourne, Penn. 

Broad St. and Stenton Ave. 
Huntington Park & McMichael 

Philadelphia, Pa. IIOTHIIHOOD W11K 
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ANDUW HUIUIEL 
Porcelaia Enamel Store Front• 

2057 E. Allegheny AH. 

Philadelphia, Penn. 

ausSELL B. IIAC HIDE 
Beal Eatate 

226 SO. 16th Street 

Philadelphia, Penn. 

10111'11 IIAIIJIIGAII 
Beer Diatributor 

2601 Roberta AHnue 
Plailadel)tblu; r.an. 

Horn and Hardart 
"Le11 Work For Mother" 

Retail Shop■ and Restaurant, 

P~ELPIBA - CAJIDEK 

Mrs. George Woodward 
NDIIUD LANE ancl llcCALLUJI ST. 

flllLADELPHIA. PINN-

CLEVELAND CALLS SIL VER 
CITIZEN OF THE WORLD 

A civic testimonial banquet was given to Silver in Cleve
land on his 60th birthday, The governor of the tate of Ohio, 
notabJa, from Washin,rton, and o~r 1000 members of the 
T.emple cong1:egatlon and civic lea,4ers were pre~e~t. 

Rob rt A. Taft, life Jong friend of the Rabbi ·who offered 
the Inaugural prayer tor President Eisenhower, was the chief 
11peaker at the festive turnout. 

KAUIEff'S TOUBIST HOTEL 

4025 Powelton Avenue 

Philadelphia, Penn. 

HEIJIAN'S 
SEBVICE STATION 

Complete Aulomoli'Ye Repair• 

615-17 S. Broad Street 

Philadelphia, Penn. 

ANTHONY HESCHEL 

18 E. Johnson Street 

Philadelphia. Penn. 

Mc NICHOL and WAHL 
Trucking 

170 l So. 26th Street 

Philadelphia. Penn-

MAIICO WELDING SEIIVICE 
Blacbmilh • Electric Weld ing 

5355 James Street 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

ADAIINAU 
Cabinet Mohr 

1306 W. Jefferson Street 

Philadelphia. Pennsylvania 

MYEIIS IBOTHEIS 
Finger Cote 

481 Paoli Avenue 
Philadelphia, Penn. 

NEIL ELECTRIC 
JIAIIUFACTUIUKG CO. 

Germantown Ave. 
and Glenwood 

Philadelphia, Penn. 

The Church editor of 'the Cleveland Plain Dealer, 1talea 
that Silver was heaped with tributes, showered with wol'lls of 
praise and affection, &lld hailed u "moral and spiritual leader 
ot Cleveland, champion of the Zionist cauae and citizen or the 
world." SUver and 1iJ wife 1111d tll·o ehJldl'ffl oa an Ott n \'Ofal'e. 

Lowa B. Seltur, editor of the Cleveland Preaa who lnter
Yiewe4 at!Yer 3a year■ aco, and who bu Uirouattout , the yean 
NeOl"ded Ida rt.w to world wide stature, wrot. a 1m1Uant and 
auterly editorial ,aytns trlbut. to IOTer. 

1!IIIYer a.me to Clnaland in 191 T, and the celebratloa alllO 
WU ID INmor ol Jala and bl■ wUe'1 . Weddlns aiuuvenary, and 
the 31th year he wu a .Rabbi for the Temple. 

At the banquet, u a aurpri.H to Silver, the ,#.bba Hlllel 
Sliver C>ssfta!)le and .DlucaUonal l'oundaUon aa Nt up bJ 
lrienda fll Ilia, to pl'OlbOM reu.-ioua, IIOClal and elYle project■ 
t,a CleYelaad._ A. check of '40,000 to commence the fUnd wu 
,-11111tat to BUver. 

banquet announcement waa mada that 811var Jlad 
lleeD ~ for Ute,·• of the OonpesaUoa • 

In C1neJanc1 and Ollio, Nlldea belnr Jmowa u the P"Nt 
SIOlllat lsader of world Jewry, IDvw la alllO lmown u a 
...,._. -..11er and leader ot many cfYlc and stat. orsanl
•Uaaa bl wboN work he bu JllODNnd. 
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~ I. Dr. 811Yer collecUo& 
Pap a. AleuDder Attller. 
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~ T. Upper, ,,_ ._.. 
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A and I SEBVICE STATION 
Service Center 

Wiater and Devon St. 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

COOK'S SEIIVICE STATION 
Dealer in Sinclair Prllduc:t• 

6400 Torresdale Av nue 
Philadelphia. Pennayl vania 

MELLI IBOTHEllS 
Bakery 

1706 So. 7th Street 
Philadelphia, Penn1yl vania 

NANCHESTEB LAUNDRY 
CO .. INC. 

240 E. Ashmead St 
Philadelphia, Pennsy vania 

CAMILLO MANCINI 

1438 So. 16th Street 
Philadelphia. Pennay vonia 

OSCAII MANN CO. 
Plumbing SuppliH 

Manufacturers RepreHntahve 

1830 Ingersoll Street 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

JULES IIEBION 
Tnoc:c Se"ic:. Stat ion 

Tirea - Battery Sen1ce 

20th and Nedro Avenue 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

JIUTIN OPTICIANS 
State Licensed lnelruc:tor in Optioe 

Speciali•t• for Comfon and 
Di•tinction In GlauH 

Office Hour• 9 :30 a.m. lo S :30 P M. 
Doily - Inning• 7 to 9 

Except Thureday 
1307 Mifflin Street 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
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Rabbi Silvers Supreme Oration 
By SIMON BLOOM 

(Dr. :N--.a la Im article la till• INae ha11 ln
dleatell Ulat Silver'• onterieal sift ball cauaed the 
world to pve IMottlcleat thou.pt to bis other 
masalfleent powen. Those who have aever ht'ard 
8Uvw dellve.; a peat oration, caa only wood ·r 
"'1lat tllo power of the ma■ la. We are ttpJ'Oduc
lec here our conuaenk on Silver as ao orator 
wlllo we printed In eur bllue of .July 15, 1947. 
You reporter 11M heard Sliver maay time• b:-fore 
ud after INT, nd lift 11tm feela that of all the 
tllllN M hu _,. Sliver, the INT dell\.·ery at 
llaallatt- Ceater wa• the peateat of them alL) 

To thi9 reporter the ireate t of all the addresses of 50 year11 
of Zloniam (although ha hun't heard them through the whole 
t>O yeara) wu the oration delivered by Rabbi Abba Hillel Sliver 
et Manhattan Center in New York, Sunday, July 6, the closing 
day of the 50th Convention. 

Rabbi Silver who by them had passed the reins of authority 
to Dr. Neumann, gave a different sort of talk than his opening 
addresa of four days previous. His opening address was the fa.::
tual story of the movement, but his exhortation Sunday night 
wa of Ute glory of the work. of the vastnesses of the accom
plishments, of the benefits derived and of the . glorious future 
ahead. 

Though he spoke to his listeners on the parquet floor and 
to those rising in tlera or seats to the roof his audience was of 
the world and for those ol decades and centuries to come. He 
spoke u if a vision had been placed before his eyes by the Al
mighty, he spoke as if he were placed on the vantagepoint where 
God told Moses "get thee up into the top of Pisgah and lift 
up thine eyes westward and northward and southward and 
astward." 

Rabbi Silver who as a youngster attended Zionist conven
tion& tn knee pants, who thought he did a grand days work 
when he used to collect 60c as a boy for selling blue and white 
Zionist 1tampa, who was so imbued with his zeal for "Zionism·• 
that he used to address audiences as a youth tn a Hebrew that 
neither he nor his listeners fully understood, Sunday evening 
poured forth a glorious torrent of golden eloquence that swept 
his audience Into the empyrean wlth a feeling ot being · bodily 
transported to the land of Palestine. "'hen he deseribed the un
trained Chalutzim taking the salt saturated soll or Palestine and 
washing each precious handful you could almost see the young 
people atooping and cleansing the earth, ftstful by tlatful. 

He raised his massive head, looked from one elde of the 
enrapt audience to the other and In his organ tones told them 
that their labor■ in Zionist movement had been manyfold, , but 
that they had been repaid still more manyfold. "Our Identifica
tion with thJs movement of the Renaissance did something to us. 
Zionism to our people in thts world tor the last 50 years was as 
• song in the night, a light In the darkness. During these five 
dPcadea Zionism has been the staff of life for our people as we 
walked through the Valley of the Shadow of Death. Zionism 
gave us life, it fed us, healed our wounds, it gave us direction." 

Mournfully he told of the days when Herzl was derided as 

"King of the Jews, a madman.'' Then in wonderfully jubilant 
ringing tones he told not merely the few thousands or his listen
ers but the whole world that "within 25 years, 52 nations set 
their seal or approval upon Herzel's Idea of a Jewish homeland." 

As I heard Abba Hillel Silver portray the miracles that 
had taken pla.::e in Palestine, I thought also of the personal 
miracle of Silver. Could any people, either in the days of an
tiquity or or just yesterday, boast of such an orator? Neither 
Cicero in the Roman Senate informing of the plot of Cataline to 
overthrow the Republic, nor Burke pleading in the Hotl'Se or 
Lords for Conciliation with America, nor Daniel Webster with. 
:Majestic eloquence praying for an indissoluble Union In the 
Senate swayed their listeners as did this man who had been 
a shock fighter for 43 yea, ·s in the heart-breaking grueling, 
in<'hing along slow progress on the path to Pale-atine. Here 
was a leader who had crossed the barrier of fru stration and he 
was leadlng his people on, up to the Promised Land. 

"Something of the spint of Isaiah, of Jeremiah, of llcah," 
you proclaimed, venerable ir. And with kinship to them you 
b, ought forth one by one, a precious and splendid treasure of 
th" great social and moral values of the Zionist movement. This 
, as the movement as you said "which had within the short 

pace of 2:'I years taken barren wastes and built tht•m into a coun
try, the most promising of the Middle East." 

He raised his hands. He seemed to encompass the Ylshuv, 11.ll 
t he broken old ~pie in the D.P. camps, the hungry, the op
p aed, the heatt sore orphans, he embraced them and took 
thc.:m to hts bosom. What you have already done, has not been 
l'!nou1h, he wanted to tell UI. "A1 we enter on the n xt hall cen
t 11 ry, and we keep in mlnd the historic Ide la of our people, 
Zionism Mks in the days to come ten fold more measure from us.'' 

He tood lor a moment silent lost · In the contemplation of 
hi thoughts, I imagined I sa a nimbUI, a halo l'l.lrroundtng 
his bead. ur ly, that might rightfully be part of the reward 
fnr one who h d performed such Herculean labors. I could 
lf rzl'• ad ey br ak tnto a gleam and a smll play upon his 
h . , bapp7 la bhJ Ylndicatlon. Al a powerful symphony come 
t a thrilling end, the orator rai9ed his h ndll pl rclng th v 
pa" of th h a III rtnglnJ ' lh hallelujahs. And I was on 
1th tbe Aug t Rabbi U ltood, mu h &8 )I dlf'\ upon 

1 ebo Ing the panori the greatn • of his peopl 
t.ns to~ ltlm. And for ~~lq fn1men\ of t mil¥, 

u aot of th worlc&. 

Banker, 1st President Bible.'' 

Dr. Herzl Zion Club 
How does a busy banker get 

time to write such books is the 
natural question. He allows him
self but little aoclai life, he 
economizes on hi• time, and he 
ha1 to renounce many thing■ 

ao he can get the opportunity 
for refiecUOn and writing. 

Behind the desk of the vice 
president of the Publie National 
Bank alts a banl<er whose job 
it i1 to weigh the financfal prob
lems of one of the biggest hank• 
o[ the city of New York and of 
the country. 

Behind the facade of the 
banker is a fascinating story, 
for this is no ordinary banker. 
The man who talks to you in • 
quiet, gent.le voice i1 alao a Rab
bi. he 11 a profound IICholar of 
the Bible, an author, he ill an 
authority on rellgloua philoaopby, 
he is a renowned public speaker 
who in his younger days won 
medals for oratory, and he wu 
the first president of the Dr. 
Herzl Zion Club, that unique 
club which suckled some of our 
eminent Jews ot today. (see 
other stories this issue on the 
club.) 

The extraordinary individual 
who is the banker is Dr. Maxwell 
Silver, famed in his own right, 
and brother of the illustrious 
Abba Hillel Silver. Dr. Maxwell 
Silver graciously gave this news
paper an inteniew when we 
were accumulating data on the 
Herzl Club and on the l\\'O famed 
brothers. 

Rabbi Mose!I Silver, the father 

of Maxwell and Abba was a 
Zionist. Not all Rabbis in the 

days of Moses Silver were Zion

ists, and not all Rabbis are Zion

ists today either. I asked Max
well it he could recollect back 
to those days, as to why his 
father wu a Zionist. Mosu 
Silver, he a&id, was a Maaklllm. 
And Mosea was a Litvak, born 
ln that section of Lithuania wete 
the origtual Zionist stronghold 
was developed before the rise 
of Herzl. 

ORTHODOX PARENTS 
Rabbi Moses Silver and his 

wife were devoutly orthodox. 
There was the warmest bond of 
affection, love and admJration 
between the two boys, Maxwen 
and Abba, and their father and 
mother. They wanted their boys 
to become Rabbis. Indeed the 
mother dreamed that her two 
sons would become famous Rab
bis, a touching atory which Bes
sie, one of the sisters of the 
boys, tells beautifully In her 
book "Keepsake." Yet when 
these boys grew up and finished 
their secular schooling, they 
went to the Reformed Hebrew 
Union College of Cincinnattl to 
become Rabbis. The college was 
located in a part of the country 
where some of the bitterest anti
Zionist feeling was prevalent, 
and the college itself was hostile 
to Zionism. 

Why did they pick that type 
of co11ege, I asked Maxwell? 

He looked at me benignly, At 
that time H<'brcw Union Colleg 
wae very anxious to get student!! 
a he recalled. And one of the 
main re&110ns thf'y choae that 
college wu becaW!e of the fact 
that tt had the reputa.tton of . 
being antl-Zlontst. 

They dreamed, both of them, 
of capturtng the citadel of ant1-
Z1onlsm. 

"We did not attempt to make 
everyone there Zlonlsla," aald 
l\~axwell Silver. "If we did and 
had made nulsan<' of oul'9elve , 

would h ve been thrown 
OIi . " t WU tba 
tn th , th 

nio 
and ll<'ge !Uff'lf 
"Would u D<'f' 

Ptd lh t ome aboul 1 T 

the college pride• itaelt on the 
Zionist ~nd of it1 grad
uates, and when they ordain 
their Rabbis, they tell in the 
press releuea of the Zioniat 
posts that ' the new Rabbis have 
held. 

lUX REFOUU.:D RABBIS 
Six younpten from the Heral 

club went to Ctnctnnatti to be
come R.abbill. They wore lamueJ 
~- Abrama, Benjamln J'rledman, 
Abraham J. ll'eldman, • Barnett 
R. Brickner, and Maxwell and 
Abba Hillel Silver. 

Mixwell Silver wu an active 
Rabbi for six years, two yean 
of which he was a chaplain. Then 
he became associated with the 
Public Bank of New York ,and 
he has had an uninterrupted 30 
years of aervice with the bank. 

El\lINENT AUTHOR 

Dr. Maxwell Silver is an emi

nent author. In his own words, 

"I have been guilty of writing 

three important books on Ju

daism." One of his book• "The 
Ethics Of J.udalsm,'' II now a 
claasic. His latest book the "Way 

To God" received a great deal 

of high esteem from the crltk11. 

He ls now workJng on his fourth 

book which will be called "The 
Problem of Human Happlneu 

He Ill called upon to make 
many public addreuea every 
year, moet ·of which be hu to 
forego. Only upon rare exceiJ
tiona will he appear, such u the 
time when there wu an all da1. 
seminar In hi■ brother'■ Temple 
in Cleveland on hlll book the 
''Way To God" and lie wu ono 
of the apeaken. • 

Bis booka do not make the 
Rabbi-Banker aay money. •Bl• 
llvelihood comes from hla work 
as a banker. It wu the old idea 
that a Rabbi should not make 
his living from his work u a 
Rabbi. The great Maimonidea 
did many types of work, apart 
from his Rabbinate, to make hi• 
living. That la Maxwell's Idea 
also, and that ts why he dicl 
not continue as an active Rabbi. 

But in hls own way, through 
his writings, he 11 influencing 
the conduct of individuals, other 
Rabbis, ■cholars and teachers. He I 
and hls work are discussed in I 
IJUCh unusual booka u "Economic I 
Analyses and Problem&" bee&UIMI 
of hia social thoughtll. He i.e 
quoted in aourcebooka, and ho 
has the moet unusual disttncUon 
tor a banker of being Usted in a 
Philoaophical Dictionary be.-°'&UM 

of the contribution hlll wrt.tlnp 
have made to rellpoWI philoso
phy . . 

A well wlaher hug,tn1 Silver after the Partltloa deo
laratlon, November !9, 194.T. It waa Silver who apoke 
II!! the reprMentatlve of world . .Jewry before thfl U. N. 

611., ;.. ..., - • 

~'ri(=·= ,.....,_,_,,..AN.ff 
l......,..._e._ ....... .............................. 

., ..... CIUNC&U>I. ~_ ..... ,...,__ 
llelwle,,a,4,i/tlilaal ... Mio 

......... ..., ..... ., _ ....... ......... 
···-· .. -
.. , . .. ........ .. 




