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ELAND, FRIDAY MORNING, NOVEMBER 29, 1963 ' 

Rabbi Silver Dies; 
Led Fight for _Israel 

) 

Stricken as He 
and Family Sit 
Down for Dinner 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, a towering spirit and force in 
world Jewry and a leader in the Zionist movement for al
most half a century, died suddenly yesterday. 

Rabbi Silver, who was 70, apparently suffered a heart 
attack just as he and his family were sitting down to 
Thanksgiving dinner in his home at 19810 Shaker Boulevard, 
Shaker Heights. 

He was rushed to Lakeside Hospital of University Hos
pitals, where the end came at 3:40 p.m. He had had no 
previous history of heart trouble. ,------------

RABB I SILVER was taJrnn 
to the hospital in the family Leaders mourn death of 
car after complaining of a Rabbi Silver. Page 11 
shortness of breath and a 
tightenin~ in ~s cheSt A~- T e m p l e Memorial funeral 
c~mpa~yi~g- him wer~ his home, 8937 Euclid Avenue, is 
wife, Virgm~a H., ~d his two in charge of arrangements. 
sons, Rabbi Damel J. and 
Raphael D. The family suggests me-

morial contributions be made 
"He was conscious," said to the Abba Hillel Silver Edu

Raphael Silver, "and he even cational and Ch a r it ab 1 e 
chatted with us. This was Foundation. The family also 
totally unexpected. He had requests that friends refrain 
been in the best of health." from telephoning or visiting 

Ironically, Rabbi Silver was the home until after the fu
to have delivered a eulogy neral. 
Sunday for the late President RABBI SILVER'S honors 
John F. Kennedy. It was to and accomplishments were 
have been given at The Tern- endless but he was perhaps 
ple, E. 105th Street and Ansel best blown as one of the 
Road N.E., where he had principal architects and shap
been spiritual leader for more ers of the modern state of 
than 45 years. Israel. In appearance, he had 

FUNERAL SERVICE for the manner and bearing of 
Rabbi Silver will be held Sun- an 01~ Testament prop~et, 
day at 11 a.m. in The Temple an~ his enormous . rolling 
-a place of worship that is voice was overpowermg. 
considered one of the esthetic Rabbi Silver was born in 
masterpieces of 20th century Neinstadt, Schirwindt, Lithu
architecture. it was built ania, on Jan. 28, 1893. He was 
under his guidance, and its the son of Rabbi Moses Sil
congregation is one of the ver, who represented the 
most influential in America. family's third consecutive 

Burial will be in Mayfield generation of ordained rabbis. 
Cemetery. The C 1 eve 1 and In June 1902, the Silver 

family came to this country 
and settled in New York, 
where Moses Silver became 
a teacher in a Hebrew school. 
In 1904, when he was 11, 
Abba Silver and a group of 
friends established the Herzl 
Zion Club, a group that es
poused the Zionist beliefs of 
Dr. Theodore Herzl. 

THIS WAS AMERICA'S 
first Hebrew-speaking Zionist 
organization. 

In 1911, Abba Silver was 
graduated from Townsend 

Harris High School. He then 
entered H~brew Union Col
lege in Cin~innati. At t h e 
same time he attended the 
University of Cincinnati. He 
was graduated from both in 
1915, completing the nine-year 
rabbinical program in just 
four years. 

From 1915 to 1917, Rabbi 
Silver was spiritual leader of 
the Eoff Street Temple (Con
gregation L'Shem Shamay
im) in Wheeling, W. Va. In 
1917 he served with American 
troops in France and won the 
French decoration , Officer de 
l'Instruction Publique. 

In 1917 Rabbi Silver was 
appointed rabbi of The Tem
ple ( Congregation Tifereth 
Israel), and began the lead
ership of this congregation 
that was terminated only by 
his death. His son, Daniel J., 
has been associate rabbi since 
1956. 

IN THE 1920's, Rabbi Sil
ver's stature as a spiritual 
and moral figure in American 
life began to grow. His liber
al views gave him national 
prominence, and his unrelent
ing Zionism made him an in
fluence in world affairs. 

In 1925, Rabbi Silver re
ceived the degree of doctor 
of divinity from Hebrew Un
ion College. This was just a 
year after the present Temple 
was dedicated. Built at a 
cost of $1.3 million, it has be
come one of Cleveland's best
known landmarks. 

Rabbi Silver's liberal views 
in the 1920s involved him in a 
number of controversies in 
Cleveland. Perhaps the most 
noted was his resignation 
from the Cleveland Chamber 
of Commerce over what he 
called its "anti-union" poli
cies. Later, as a member of 
a special state commission, 
he helped draft Ohio's first 
unemployment insurance law. 

His break with the Chamber 
of Commerce came because 
of what he called its espousal 
of the open shop. His consist
ency on this matter was illus
trated more than 30 years 
later, when he vehemently op
posed the "right-to-work" con
stitutional amendment defeat
ed by Ohio voters in 1958. 

THE ZIONIST MOVEMENT, 
which sought the establish
ment of independent Israel, 
had one of its most eloquent 
spokesman and persistent ac
tivists in Rabbi Si 1 v er. In 
1920, he addressed the inter
national Zionist conference in 
London, sharing the platform 
with such notables as Lor 



cont. from r , 2 

Balfour, author of the 1917 in 1947 and 1948 and on May 

Ba~our ~eclaration for an Is- 14, 1948, the st~te of Israel 
raeh nation, and Dr. Chaim was officially proclaimed. 
Weizmann, first president of 
Israel. Later he was identi- IN THE LAST YEARS of 
fied with an American Zionist his life, Rabbi Silver received 
movement led by Louis D. hundr_eds_ of honors, awards 
Brandeis, the late Supreme and citations. He recived hon
Court justice. orary degrees from Western 

From 1924 through 1932, Reserve (!Diversity (1928), 
Rabbi Silver was president of Hebrew Umon College (1941), 
the Cleveland Bureau of Jew- the University of Tamp a 
ish Education and from 1935 (1951), and Dropsie College, a 
through 1941 'he headed the Jewis_h institution in Phila
Cleveland Jewish Welfare delphia (1957). 
Federation. His awards include the Na-

With the advent of the 1930s tional Service Award of Phi 
Rabbi Silver devoted much of Epsilon Pi (1948), the B'rith 
his energy to the formation of Shalom Award (1948), the 

Cardozo Memorial Award of 

'Father Hillel' 
The late Rabbi Abba 

Hillel Silver's · given names 
mean "Father Hillel." He 
was named after a revered 
teacher who lived at about 
the time of the birth of 
Christ and spoke Judaism's 
version of the Golden Rule. 

It reads: "That which is 
hateful to you, do not do 
unto your fellow man. That 
is the whole of the law. All 
else is commentary." 

Tau Epsilon Rho (1949), the 
Award of Merit of the Jewish 
War Veterans (1951), th e 
award of Merit of Zeta Beta 
Tau (1953), the Charles Ei
senman Award of the Jewish 
Community Federation (1957), 
and the Human Relations 
Award of the National Con
ference of Christians and 
Jews (1958). 

IN 1953, he was one of 
three religious leaders chosen 
to deliver prayers at the first 
inauguration of former Presi
dent Dwight D. Eisenhower. 

anti-Nazi groups. He organ- In. the 1960 preside~tial ca,!11-
ized a boycott of Germ an paig~, t~e Rep~blican vice 
goods at a time when some presidential nominee, ~en:1 

Jewish leaders feared such a Ca1!°t Lodge, was Rabbi Sil~ 
move was extreme. ver s ~o~se guest on a Cleve• 

land VlSlt. 

IN 1942, Rabbi Silver took On Jan. 20, 1963, more than 
part in a historic conference 2,000 persons gathered in 
of American Jewry in New Hotel Sheraton -Cleveland to 
York City. At this conference, honor Rabbi Silver on his 
a definite program was adopt- 7oth birthday. "It's good to 
ed, defining for once and for grow old among the people I 
all the establishment of an in- love," he told them. 
dependent Israel as the prin- Rabbi Silver wrote a nurn
cipal aim of Zionism. ber of books. They were: "A 1 

In 1943 Rabbi Silver and History of Messianic Specula
Rabbi Stephen s. Wise formed tion in Israel From the First 
the American Zionist Erner- Through the Seventeenth Cen
gency Council, which brought turi~s" (1927),. "The. De~o
the Israel statehood question crattc Impulse m Jewish HIS
before the U. S. Congress. Al- to~y'.' (1928), _"The 'Yori~ 
though resolutions favoring Cnsis ~?d. ?ewish S~v1val,, 
Israel statehood failed to pass (1941), "V1S1on and yicto~ 
Congress, they were included (1949), Where ?uda!sm Dif
in the 1944 platforms of both fe_re~: (--n Inqmry mto_ th~ 
major parties. Distmcttveness of Judaism 

Late in 1944 the American (1956), and "Moses and the 
Zionist Emergency Council Original Torah" (1961). 

was split into two camps Besides his wife (the for
called the "Silver activists" mer Virginia Horkheimer, 
and the "Wise moderates," whom he married in 19'l3) 
and Rabbi Silver resigned. and the two sons, Rabbi Sil
But in July, 1945, he was re- ver is survived by a brother, 
called to chairmanship of this Maxwell, of New York; two 
group, and in 1945-46 he head- sisters, Mrs. Rose Matlow 
ed the Zionist Organization of and Mrs. Bessie Liebow, both 
America. of New York, and six grand. 

IN DECEMBER, 1945, Con- children_. ___ _ 

gress finally passed a resolu
tion favoring a "Jewish na
tional home" and a "demo
cratic commonwealth" in Pa
lestine. 

In 1946, at the 22d world 
Zionist c o n gr e s s in Basel, 
S••itzerland, Rabbi Silver led 
an activist faction against a 
group of moderates beaded by 
Weizmann. The congres up
held Rabbi Silver's position, 
and this hu been commonly 
pven as the reason for Great 
Britain's decision to bring the 
laue before the United Na

ill 1947. The British were 
tbat time the admlniltra

of Pallltine, 

Rabbi Silver chats with Soviet Delegate An
drei Gromyko at a United Nations meeting 
in 1948-the year of the birth of the state of 
Israel. Rabbi Silver was one of the chief 
American proponents of the new nation. 

AP Photo 

Burial will be in Mayfield 
Cemetery. 

The People Li,t ned 

When Rabbi Silver climb d 
Into the pulpit to speak about 
Jewish needs and the Zionist 
cause, he was a dominant and 
magnetic flgur . His deep. 
booming voice filled large syna
gogues and mall temples, and 
when he stood erect, he was 
more than 6 feet tall and his 
gray hair, flecked with black, 
glistened as he shook his head 
for emphasis. 

He had a reputation as a 
billiant orator and a keen ad- enjoyed good food, and laughed 

ministrator and negotiator, but long and heartily at a good joke. 

his main attribute, many said, He was an omnivorous reader 

was the fact that when he spoke who managed to crowd reading 

people listened. into his journeys in behal! of 

His ardent adherence to Zion- Jewish needs. 
ism dated to early childhood. Among his many friends in 
As a teen-ager. he became a high public office were the late 
member of the Herzl Zion Club Senator Robert A. Taft and 
on the Lower East Side one of President Eisenhower. Rabbi 

the earliest boys' group; in the Silver _was a member o_f the 
American Zionist movement. Republlcan party, and delivered 
The club was named after Dr. a special prayer at the inaugu
Theodor Herzl, the founderjration of President ~Isenhower. 

of political Zionism who devoted I Colleagues gave hun the name 

his life to the establishment of(~ewi ~ . Atlas" ~ecause of 
a Jewish Commonwealth in Pal- his untiring efforts m behalf of 
estine. Zionism and because he bore 

It was in these early surround- what they descl'ibed as "his peo
lngs, marked by the pres nta- ple's woes on his shoulders." 

tion of plays in Hebrew and ani- Head d Reform Organization 

m_at~d debates o~ the role of He also was recognized as a 

Z_io~sm, l!1at he fi:st be~an ex- spiritual leader - as rabbi of 
h1b1tmg h1s oratorical gifts. As The Temple in Cleveland, one of 

• ~ you~g man, he_ began attend- the largest Reform congrega-

RABBI SILVER DIES mg Zionist meetings and came tions in the country a po the 
• into contact with many Zionist held for more than '40 ye!rs

, leader •. . and for his scholarly religious 

A LEADING ZIONIST 3:n~\~~r? f::r~; ~i~};:~~r;~~ wrii~~f Silver, who was born 
hticll:l Z10!11s!Y1, d1ffenng s~arp- in einstadt, Lithuania, came 
ly with Z1omst lead~rs on i~eo- to this country with his family 

A 
. logy and methods m relation- in 1902 He represented the fifth 

dvocate of a Jewish State ship to the goal of Jewish ~eneration of rabbis in his farn-

Headed Refom, Temple statehood. ily. His son, Daniel, is also a 
Champion of Zionism rabbi. 

Time and again-with an al- ~e attended the He~rew 

Bi Th• A•soctated Pre:.s most around-the-clock unswerv- 1!mon C?ll":ge a:id. the Uruver-

CLEVELAND N v 28- ing perseverance-he cham- s1ty of Cmcmnati sunultaneous-
' 0 • • ed th f z· • H ly. He was graduated from 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver a pion e cause o iomsm. e b th • t·t ti • 1915 d 
• . . ' lashed out at the British Admin- 0 ms .1 u ons m , an 

leader m Jewish affrur_s for istration in Palestine for its pol- w'.1s o~damed a_ rabbi that year. 

almost half a century, died of icies concerning the Jews. He His fir t pulpit was the Eff 

a heart attack today. He was played one of the major roles in street Temple, Wheeling, W. Va. 

70 years old. getting resolutions favoring the In 1917 he ":as called to Cleve-
. tat f I l th h both land as rabbi of The Temple. 

Rabbi Silver had waged an new s e o srae roug I \:V ·Id W I th U "ted 
· · ..,. houses of Congress. n 01 . ar , e !'II 

~ntinnb battle for the estab• His efforts in behalf of the Stat~ sen~ ~1m to France on a 

hshrnent of the state of Israel Zionist cause reached a climax special m1s~1on f?r which he 

for many years and won an on May 8, 1947, when, as chair- wa~ deccr~ted w1l!1 the !,ltle 

international reputation for his man of the American section of Officer de 1 Instruction Pubhque 

· . th J • h A f p l t· by the French Government. 
lifelong leadership in the world e ew1s gency or a es me Th bl" t· f h" b k 
z· he presented the case before a c pu ica ion o 1s oo , 

1onist movement. committee of inquiry of the 'Mes~i~nic Soecula.tions in ~ -

Last January he was honored United Nations for the estab- r~el, m 19~~. earned for htm 

at a dinner here by state and lishment of Israel as a nation. high recogmtio!1 as a theologi

national welfare officials in- And when in the late afternoon cal cholar. This book was fol

eluding Anthony J Celeb~zze of ov. 29, 1947, the partition !owed _by "~emocratic ~~pul~ 
• ' b • m J WISh History " "Religion m 

Secretary of Health Education pla~ was voted Y the Umted Ch i W, Id " "W Id 
' Nations he broke down and a ang ng or , or 

and Welfare. President Ken- cried in the nited Nations Crisis and Jewi h Survival" and 

nedy, former President Eisen- waiting room and uttered a "Vision and Yi~tory." He was 

hower and Premier David Bea• prayer of gratitude in Hebrew. also the recipient of several 

Gurion of Israel were a.molll' Headed lUaj G honorary degree~ in recognition 
or roups of his scholarship. 

many world leaders who -t Over the years, he had served Rabbi Silver received many 

messages. as president of the Zionist Or- honors during bis long career, 

The bespectacled rabbi bad pauation of America, chair- the most recent being the Louis 

dark piercing eye a Ji,,._, of the American Zloni t D. Brandeis A ward of the 

sens; of humor and 'an almost Emerg~cy Council, and headed American Zionist Council. 
other Zionist groups. He played He was a leading figure in 

!ncredible grasp of facts. a dominant role in the fund- the work of the Central Confer-

His sermons were prepared raising activitie of the nited nee of American Rabbis, the 

with pain taking care and re- Jewish Appeal, and served as Union of American Hebre 

earch and his ew Year's ser- chairman of the board of the Congreg tions and Hebrew Un

mons ~n the state of the nation Israel Bond Org_an~at~on. . . ion Coll~ge-the main centers 

d th Id 1 
t . . Apart from his Z1omst act1v1- of Amencan Reform Judaism. 

an e or were a mo c1v1c tie , he an early champion 

in titution . of the right of organized labor, 

Rabbl Silver born in and wa one of th fir advo-

Lithuania, the son of a rabbi. cate in thi ountr of unem

He me to thl country at ployment In urance. H framed 
s the fir t unemplo ment In ur-

the age of and grew up on ance 1 gisl tion in Ohio, an 

York' Lo r E t Side. served m mber of th 

urvtvtng a hi board of dir tor of th meri 

Vtrfinia, and two can Civil Lib rti Union. 

a rabbi and Raph He h lped f und in Cleveland 
' the fir t ommunJt Fund in 

A fun ral rvi will the country and med! ted many 

h ld at The Temple, th Reform labor-management di put . 

con tton b led for ~ Rabbt Silver den ed tnun 
t 11 A. unday. pl from companlonahl 



lG THE PLAIN DEALER, FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 1963 

Rabbi Silver Spoke Out Plainly on Top Issues 
For 45 years, on nearly 1,000 AT FIRST it was whispered: silver and gold, of power and Time of Harvest," a book many Gentiles. By their com

Sundays, Rabbi Abba Hillel "As I look about me and see greed, of pride and prestige, dedicated_ to Ra~bi Silve: on ing. they said something en
Silver spoke his mind in ser- what is happening to our of weapons and armaments. the occaswn of his 70th birth- durmg about the speaker. 

d li d t Th T 1 . . . . . . . day last January. He de- He roamed the desert and 
mons e vere a e emp e. proud and lofty civihzatwn ~re !mally dnvmg us, cower- livered 980 Sunday sermons. the seas; he never ducked an 

There would be no an- ... " Then, in a crescendo: i~g, mt~ t~e. holes of t~e eart~, issue or bandied words. 
nouncement. Sudden 1 y, a "I wonder whether the terror like pnmitive man mto his THE SETTING for the ser- Why wa h z· . t? " 
somber, white-haired man in and judgment of God have not cave." mons was perfect. Above him sim 1 •us t e _a ~omt • • • • 
formal dress would walk slow- finally come upon (us) ... " Rabbi Silver delivered that was the high Byzantine dome 1 a~~• Je;" ~~~{' w:cause 
ly to the rostrum, seize it, And finally, the peroration, in sermon two autumns ago, at of The Temple. In front of he 

O 
osed to r •. "! ~~s 

not look at anyone and, as an anguished, shattering the time of the build-a-shelter him were the austere walls, publkp schools;e I,¥~n m e 
silence became heavy, begin voice: "The idols which we boom. The sermon is one of copiously embellished - and other ag n . • h" e~e are 
to talk. have worshiped, the idols of dozens collected in "In the his listeners, often including which ou:hfi~~ ~s~~e ~~~ 

responsibility. Millions of dol
lars have been spent by 
churches upon their Sabbath 
schools. Why have these Sab
bath schools failed to do their 
duty? And if they have failed, 
why should the public school 
now be saddled with their 
failure?" (1924). 

A CATHOLIC President in 
the White House? "It occurs 
to me that the simplest an
swer . . . might well be: 
'Why not?' " (1959). 

Red scare? "I refuse to be 
stampeded ... If (capital
ism) cannot or. does not wish 
to solve (its) problems, it 
will be superceded by social
' ism. There is no particular 
calamity involved in that" 
(1931). 

Always at the core of Rabbi 
Silver's beliefs was the idea 
that "we do the important 
things in life, not because we 
ought to do them . . . but be
cause we have to do them. It 
is not our fine logic that de• 
termines our major attitudes. 
It is our background, our 
e m o ti o n s and our senti-

HE ONCE DEFINED the 
liberal' s creed as follows: 
"We believe in man, in his 
slow ascendant progress; in 
the autonomy of his spirit and 
in the p r i m a c y of his 
claims ... " 

He opposed the so-called 
right-to-work laws because 
the principle behind them 
would weaken a "strongJabor 
movement (which) not only 
protects workers against ex
ploitation but, at the same 
time, will save capitalism and 
free enterprise from those 
very abuses which ultimately 
destroy it" (1958). 

The rabbi opposed McCar
thyism because it swung wild-. 
ly, without regard for individ
ual rights. "We must ask 
ourselves what it is that we 
want to suppress, and why we 
want to suppress it, and 
whether the suppression will 
ultimately serve the best in
terests of our free and demo
cratic America" (1950). 

The common weal and man
kind's betterment were two of 
his chief concerns. 



THE PLAIN DEALER, FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 1963 
.. _, . . 

Passing of Rabbi Silver 
.-~n In governm~t, r~ ARCHBISHOP EDWARD F. he made his home and to I REV. JOHN BRUERE, pas- has been a dedicated leader in 

ligiou and business life . m HOBAN of the Cleveland Ro- which he contributed so tor of Calvary Presbyterian the religious and civic com-~:= tbeU:eaJ!teof ~lt~ man Catholic Diocese-"In ~~~~-wi~l:'i~~~m .~nd the Church-"~abbi Silver spo~e munity, a leader who has 
Abba· m 11-1 Silver yesterday my own name and on behali • to the social problems of his d • 1 bl t .b ~ ' . f t day as did the Old T ta t ma e an mva ua e con n u-

r 
Below . se some of their O he entire Catholic diocese ANTHONY J. CELE- • es m~n tion to Cleveland and th n • 

comments·· of Cleveland, I express deep BREZZE, U.S. Secretary of prophets to theirs. He applied • • • ~ a 
' . ·. • · and sincere grief over the Health, Education and Wel- the eternal principles of re-1 hon. Hts loss wi~l b~, grieved 
I A~ HARMAN, Is- death of Rabbi Abba Hillel fare - "Rabbi Silver devoted ligion to the ever-changingl by men of all fai

th
s. 

raeli;ambassador to the Unit- Silver. God's law has ever his life to the cause of justice. ~odern seen~. He had the l U.S. REP.WILL I AM A. 
eel States- "The ,death of been a lantern to his feet and He fought bias and prejudice gift of the ~ged ~ord that lM INS HALL JR., R-23 -
Rabbi Silver is a grievous a light to his path. He walked at ev~ry_ turn, consistently reached mens mmds and "Rabbi Silver was one of the 

in His way. His love for God champ1orung the cause of all ~earts._ He was courag~ous, world's outstanding spiritual 
blow.::Only a fe~ months a~o was reOected in word and ex- men to be free from poverty mdefatigable, blessed with a leader,s and his loss is not 
he ~ Mrs. _Silver ~ere m ample so that in every good and deprivation. I have lost rare sense of hm_nor, and nev- 0 n 1 y Cleveland's but the 
Israel where his 7oth birthday sense he was a true teacher a devoted friend, Cleveland a er at a loss to giv~ an honest world's." 
was celebrated by the whole of Israel who drew others to noted citizen, the world a answer to a quest10n." ~ . God. great spiritual leader." I.E. FREIBERGER bo d U.S. REP. FRANCES P. 
coun ... ., . . • ' ar BOLTON R-22-"I don't know 

"For .manr aecades he was "We are confide~t that the RABBI pH I LI p HORO- chairman of the Forest City how to e~press my very deep 
the ou~ding spokesman of heavenly father waits expect- WITZ, spiritual leader of the P u b 1 i s h i n g Co. and re- 1regret and shock. For Rabbi 
~e ideal _of the Jewish ren- antly to reward him for his B'rith Emeth Congregation- tired chairman of the board Silver's family I offer my ut-

th
&ss~mm lsraefl.thi~e _dwas

1 
hisg?Od~es~. _All 1of dus Wi!l miss "Rabbi Silver was the truly of the Cleveland Trust Co_ most sympathy.'' 

e .; . s ~ o ~ 1 e~ . mspll'lllg ea ersh1p; his great leader of this genera- , , • • 
befota .the Vmted _Nations _ m charity was the bond of broth- tion, who took the mantle of I a~wa~s had a tre~e~dous CURTIS LEE SMITH, presi-
1947. w,e In Israel count him erhood, the foundation of Stephen Wise and carried it admiration for Rabbi Silver. 

1
dent of the Cleveland Cham: 

as • ·-e, the , ~chitec~ of peace, the mainstay in secur- proudly. He was truly the '. He was a man ot interna- b~r of Commerce - ".R~bbi 
our =mJ lits death 1$ an ity of unity which will abide ranking clergyman of the tional stature, participating Silver _wa~ a gre~t spmtual 
lnca1~"¼1 lo15~ which every- with us always, eternal with world." (Stephen Wise was in all undertakings for the leader m his own city and also 
one ~el will mourn." God in: the kingdom of heav- the founder of the American good of the city and for the a respected prophet throu~h-

en." Jewish Congress, an early good of humanity. He was a ut the free world._ He ~arn_ed 
force in world Zionism and great leader extending be- a do~ble burde~ with his skll!-

RT. REV. N~LSON M. Jewish affairs.) yond the question of religion. I ,full mterpretahon of _Israel _s 
B~_RR~UGH~, bishop of . the am very saddended by this ~roblems_ and needs, m ad~1-
~p1scopal_ Di~cese of Ohio- REV. B. BRUCE WHITTE- shocking loss." bon to his h~avy . schedule m 

In Dr. Silvers death the na- MORE, executive director Cleveland. Hts voice was one 
tio_n. has lost a giant of a Cleveland Area Church Fed: ~A~UE~ H. S ~LB E RT, of the. greatest o~ o~r time 
spmt. He stood nobly in the eration-"Rabbi Silver has chief Justice emeritus, Cuya- and will be sorely missed in 
prophetic tradition of his been greatly admired by the hoga Cm!!ity Common Pleas counsel around the world as 
~ace. He C?u_ld be counted on Protestant clergy and much court- "Rabbi Silver w~s well as in Greater Cleveland." 
m ev~ry cns1s to speak to the respected for his leadership one of the great men of 1?1~ 
C?nsc1ence of the nation and in the community. He was ad- world. I_ have had ~he pnv1-
his woi:<fs conveyed truth in mired for his great intellec- lege of ~stenlng to him many, 
the ultimate sense. He in- tual ability as an author and . any times and I ~ve seen 
spired nobility of character in a speaker, and for the leader- im many, ma~y tl~es and 
others by his example. He ship he provided for the Zion- I have se~~ him m many 
was the patriarch of our re- ist movement in America. tress conditions. He was al
ligious community and a be- Unquestionably he was one of ays a master of thought ~d 
loved companion. He walked the great p r e a c h e r s of loque~ce. He always said 
beside us and yet he was al- America." somethmg extremely useful to 
wavs ahead of us." humanity. America has lost 

• U.S. SEN. FRANK J. one of its greatest citizens." 

DR. JOHN S. M I L L I S, 
president, Western Reserve 
University - "Ra b bi Silver 
was one of the great spiritual 
leaders of Cleveland, of Amer
ica and of the world. His deep 
scholarship and great spirit
ual leadership served as an 
example to men of all faiths." 

THOMAS VAIL, publisher LAUSCHE, D-Ohio - "Rabbi 
and editor of The Plain Dealer Silver was a spiritual and 
-"It was my good fortune to civic leader of tremendous 
exchange thoughts with Rabbi Influence. I know of no one 
Silver on numerous occasions. who had a greater impact on 
Rabbi Silver was one of the the ethical, cultural and civic 
great liberal figures of his life of both the_ local and na
time. ms mind and his pres- tional com~uruty. I am sad
ence were guiding forces in dened by his death. Through
the establishment of the state out my whole private and 
of Israel. public life he inspired and in- U.S. REP. CHARLES A. 

"His deep and far reaching fluenced me extroardinarily." V ANIK, D-21 - "Rabbi Silver 
thoughts were important not RALPH S. LOCHER, mayor 
only to the Jewish world in of Cleveland-"Rabbi Abba 
which he was a major figure, Hillel Silver was a great world 
but were equally important to leader in areas that were spir
thloking men everywhere. He itual and civic in nature. He 
was a great humanitarian and fought for the causes which 
lent worldwide distinction to have benefited humanity; he 

e city of Cleveland where was the great leader of Zion
ism. His loss will be felt 
throughout the world b men 



Rabbi Silver, 
Statesman, unions, and he remained a 

liberal friend of organized 
labor through his life. 

HE WAS JUST as vigorous Is Dead at 70 
C , f '/:, ~ ",1 1 ~ ; ~ 

Rabbi bba Hillel Silver, " ho became 
a world statesman without portfolio in 
his 70 years, is dead today and ]eaves 
the world without one of its wise men. 

in helping defeat the so- the L'Shem Shamayin con
called Right-to-work legisla- gregation in Wheeling, W. 
tion a few years ago as he Va., and from there- he 
was in defeating the Open came to The Temple, at age 
Shop policy in the 1920's. 24. 

He was co-chairman and 
chairman of the United 
Palestine Appeal, 1938 to 
'43 and was a director of 
the American Friends of 
Hebrew University. 

For decades he had had the esteem 
of world leaders, had carried a liberal 
and effective banner in much of man's 
social progress, and had praised and 
scolded with a voice that was heard and 
heeded in the highest places. 

I 

Dr. Silver was one of the 
earliest to warn against Hit• 
ler, detecting and speaking 
out against anti-:;;emitism. In 
this he joined with SamuP.l 
Untermeyer, ew Ycrk at
torney, jn organizing the 
anti- azi boycott movement. 

In his first 30 years at 
The Temple the membership 
grew from 750 to 1700 and 
it became the largest re
form Jewish congregation 
in America. 

Dr. Silver was with his family at his 
home, 19810 Shaker Blvd ., Shaker , 
Heights, yesterday for the Thanksgiving 
holiday. Just before dinner he became 
ill, with. pains in his chest. 

HE WAS ONE of the prime 
movers in creating the Com-

Three months after World munity Fund here, and at 
War I was declared he ~ame the ame time became a 
to The Temple ~s rabbi. H~. leader in the parallel Jewish 
"Yas a great adm1re! of Presi- Community Federation, and 
ae~t Wo?drow W~lson and became general chairman of 
believed m the Allied cause. the Jewish Welfare Fund 

' 

The extent of his other 
activities can be glimpsed 
by a list of memberships and 
other responsibilities: mem• 
ber of the advisory commit• 
tee of the American Birth 
Control League; ch art er 
member of he Ohio Race 
Betterment Assn.; National 
Child Labor Commission; 
member of Board, Cleveland 
Chapter, Am er i can Red 
Cross. The family rushed him to Lake ide 

Hospital where he died at 3:40 p. m. of 
heart disease which had never mani
fested itself before. 

HE HAD BEEN ,vorking on a com
memorative sermon on President John 
F. Kennedy to deliver Sun- ,... ___ -==1 
day at The Temple. On And on ::\fay 14, 1948, the 
Wednesday evening he was state of Israel was pro
apparently in fine spirits and claimed. 

But he excoriated the 
peace treaty, which he said 
was without ideals, and be
gan a lHelong fight for real 
peace. He deplored the en
feeblement of the League of 

ations, and welcomed the 
United • 1ations with all his 
support. 

I 1961 he aid: "The col• 
lapse of the United ations good health at a gathering 

of the Temple Men's Club. 

Funeral services will be 
Sunday at 11 a. m. at the 
Temple and burial will be 
in Mayfield Cemetery. 

Dr. ilver had prepared would be followed , I am 
for that momentous battle afraid, by a third world 
by many field en r1a~ement 

I 
war." 

before. One of his earliest H t h . 

The bodv of Rabbi iJ. 
,w wilJ lie in state at the 
Temple between 7 and 9 

e went on o c ashse the 
neutralist nations, who, he 
said hold the balance of 
power but are misusing it. Rabbi Silver was both a 

man of high ideals and a 
man of action . He was a ma
jor leader in establishing Is
rael, for he remained firm 
when other Zionists and 
whole governments appeared 
to be faint-hearted. 

p. m. tomorrow. "I'm afraid they've done 
The Sil\'er familv will very little to strengthen the 

be at home to the inlmPd- United Nations, their great
iate family :md to out-of- est friend in this world when 
town gue ts on Sunday. they are in need. They go 
They wiJl be at h O me after temporary advantages 
to friends fr O m 7 to 9 ! and overlook the great un-

• derpinning which this or-HE WAS CALLED to the p. m. MO n d a Y througb I ganization provides them, if leadership _of the _Zioni t Thund•Y· • its prestige grows." movement m Amenca in , 1 

1943 at age 50. He and Rabb.i was that to bring unemploy- . In 1961 h_e als~ expres~ed ___________ ment insurance to Ohio. his great 1mpatle~ce with 

HE ARG ED then that the 
u n e m pl o ye d workingman 
should have the diginity of 

-----------1insurance due him, and not 
Stephen . Wi e formed the have to ~ely_ on ~harity. He 
American Zioni t Emergency be~an_ this fight m 1928 by 
Council, of which he was enbstmg ~he support of the 
chairman. Consumer s League. 

Text of ermon Rabbi 
ih·er intended to deliver 
unday is on Page D 2. 

His leadership was recog-
ln the midst of a great nized by the late Gov. George 

w~r~ nations were compro• White and later on, when 
m1srn~ JJast pledges if tho . e the fight had reached a na
prom1ses see~ed to land m tional tage, his leadership 
t~e ' ay of v~ctory. The Al- was recognized by President 
lied P?Wers d_1d not aaree on Hoover, who appointed him 
Palestme . po_hcy. Some lead- to the Unemployment Rel,ief 
er of Z10msm were them• Commission in 1931. 
selves unsure. 

Dr. Silver was far-sighted 
in detecting and ure in se
lecting the important i sues 
of his day. In 1925, for in-

world leaders relative to the 
cause of peace by suggesting 
that they "should be con
fined in a fall-out shelter in 
the bowels of the earth 
where the air is stifling and 
not be permitted to leave un
til a peace treaty banning 
nuclear wars is signed." 

DR. SIL ER was born Jan. 
28, 1893 in einstadt, Lith
uania. His father, grandfa
ther, great-grandfather and 
great-great-grandfather had 
been rabbis. 

The family came to ew 
York in 1901 and Dr. ilver 
attended ew York public 
chools. He then went to 

Cincinnati. and simultane
ou ly entered the Univer ity 
of Cincinnati and H brew 

nion College. 

I a into a great political 
uggle on a world stage 
t Dr. ilver launched him
f. He argued hi cause be
e the bead of tate and 
the highe t councils of 
. The concept of a Jew
homeland did not be

e a ca ualt of 

tance, he re igned hi mem
b r hip in the Cleveland 
Chamber of Commerce hen 
it e pou ed an open shop 
policy. 

In le than the u ual time 
he received a bachelor of 
arts degree from th un1-

Dr. Silv r declared that yersity and a doctor of divin
uch a policy would bring ity degree from the college. 

w death to the labor Hi first paatora • wu 

for both of which he per-
formed heroic deeds. 

Rabbi Silver's intellectual 
labors produced s e v e r a 1 
books. In 1927 it was "A His
tory of Messianic Specula
tion in Israel From the First 
Through the Seventeenth 
Centuries;" 1928, ''The 
Democratic Impulse in Jew
ish History,·" 1 9 4 1, "The 

HE ALSO WAS a member 
of the Ohio Commission on 

nemployment; he served as 
university preacher for Cor
nell, niversity of Chicago, 
Syracuse, Purdue and New 
York Universities and Har• 
vard, where he also was 
Dudleian lecturer in 1940. 

He was president' of the 
World Crisis and Jewish Sur- Contra! Conference American 
vi al;" 1949, "Vision an d Rabbis 1945-47 and Alumni 
Victory;" 19~6'. "~n Inquiry · Association of Hebrew Union 
Into . the,, D1stinctJve~~ss of College president 1945. 47. 
Judaism; and 1961, Moses He also was a member of 
and the Original Torah." the board· of governors of 

HIS ACTIVITIES on be
half of his f e 11 o w man 
brought many awards and 
honors to him . Among them 
were honorary degrees from 
Western Reserve University, 
in 1928; the Hebrew Union 
College, his alma mater, in 
1941; the University of 
Tampa in 1951; and Dropsie 
College, Philadelphia, a Jew
ish school, in 1957. 

The N a ti on a 1 Service 
Award of Phil Epsilon Pi 
came to him in 1948; the 
B'Rith Shalom Award t h e 
same year; the ·Cardozo Me
morial Award of Tau Epsilon 
Rho a year later; the Award 
of Merit of the Jewish War 
Veteran in 1951; and the 
Award of Merit of Zeta Beta 
Tau in 1953. 

In 1957 he received the 
Charles Eisenman Award of 
the Jewish Community Fed
eration, and in 1958 the Hu• 
man Relations Award of the 

ational C o n f e r e n c e of 
Christians and Jews. 

DR. S1LV~R'S Zionist ac
tivities were per r or med 
from many organizational 
points of vantage. He was 
national chairman of the 
board of governor for State 
of I rael Bonds; f o rm r 

Hebrew University, Jeru
salem, and Israel Institute of 
Technology, Haifi, Israel. 

He also was national chap. 
lain of the Jewish War Vet
erans and a member of the 
board of the Jewish P\lblish• 
ing Society of America. 

In 1924 be married Miss' 
Virginia Horkheimer of 
Wheeling. She and their two 
sons, Rabbi Daniel J., of the 
Temple, and Raphael D., 
survive him. 

He also is survived by a 
brother, M a x w e 11; sisters, 
Mrs. Rose Matlow and Mrs. 
Bessie Liebow, all of New 
York, and six grandchildren. 

Jewish Federation 
Postpones Dinner 

Because of Rabbi Silver'■ 
death, ttie 60th annual meet
ing of the Cleveland Jewish 
C o m m u n it y Federation, 
scheduled for Sunday, bu 
been postponed. 

Rabbi Silver was to have 
made the presentation speech 
announcing the winner of the 
Charles Eisenman Award for 
distinguished comm u nit y 
service. 

pre ident of the Zionist Or- A "Pcopl and Place t& 
ganization of America and I racl" exhibit of six paint• 
hon rary president; former ings and 43 drawings, which 
chairman of the American was to have opened Sunday 
Section, Jewish gency for in the Temple's muaeum. 
Palestine, and chairman of bas been postponed beca\111 
the American Zionllt Emet• of Rabbi Silftl''I dutb. 



Cleveland Press, Nov. 29, 1963 

Tells of Rabbi's First-and 

"TRULY CREAT CITIZEN," is the way Louis B. 
Seltzer, editor of The Press, described Rabbi Abba 
Hillel Silver (left). With the late religious leader are 
Carlos P. Ro"mulo, Philippine statesman, and Seltzer 
(right), in this photo taken at a National Conference 
of Christians and Jews meeting here in 1959. 

By LOUIS B. SELTZER and a foremost and courag
·eous commentator upon the 

At three o'clock Wednes- unique social, economic, po
day afternoon Rabbi Abba Iitical and internat i o n a 1 
Hillel Silver called me. problems with which our 

"Louis, I am just finishing 
my sermon for the Temple 
Sunday morning," the world
famed rabbi said. "It is a 
tribute to President Ken
nedy. I wonder if you would 
do me the courtesy of read
ing it and then calling me. 
I will have it in your hands 
surely by Friday morning." 

The sermon of one of this 

times have been continuously 
be.set, was delivered in my 
hands, as R a b b i Silver 
wished. This last sermon of 
the rabbi's appears in full 
in The Press today on Page 
D 2. 

This incident would not 
now be related except for a 
quite remarkable coinci
dence. Tnis is it: 

world's great thinkers; ora- Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
tors and religious leaders, arrived in Cleveland from 

ONE OF COUNTLESS HONORS to Rabbi Silver, this 
album of new developments in Israel, was presented 
to Dr. Silver at Jerusalem in 1956 by Foreign Minister 
Moshe Sharett in recognition of the great Cleveland-
ers leadership in world Jewry. • 

IN JERUSALEM in 1956 Rabbi Si Iver conferred with 
his long-time friend, then Premier David Ben-Gurion 
of Israel. 

Last-Sermons 
Wheeling, W. Va., one day 
in 1917. He had served with 
the American troops in 
France. Newton D. 'Baker, 
former mayor of Cleveland, 
and secretary of war in Pres
ident Woodrow Wilson's cab
inet, had told me about the 
young rabbi from Wheeling 
who was to take over one of 
America's foremost temples. 

"He is a very remarkable 
young man," Mr. Baker had 
told me. "He will be a great 
man some day." 

On the day that Rabbi Ab
ba Hillel Silver arrived at 
the railroad station from 
Wheeling I met and inter

to read his very first ser
m n in 1917 and then to be 
invited by him to read his 
very last sermon in 1963 is 
a circumstance upon which 
I shall forever speculate
but also a circumstance 
which will forever bind me 
spiritually to one of the 
greatest men I have ever 
known. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
was a great Cleveland lead
er. He was a great Ameri
can. He was, also, one of the 
truly great citizens of our 
world in the 70 years he 
graced mankind with his 
presence, mind and spirit. 

viewed him; a tall, piercing- 1--~ 
eyed, black-haired man with 
bushy eyebrows and a twin
kle in his eyes and a warmth 
around his lips. 

Several days later I re
ceived a call-and this, of 

1 

course, is the coincidence
from the new Temple rabbi. 

"When we met upon my 
arrival in Cleveland you sug
gested that I might call upon 
you at any time for any rea
son," the rabbi said. 

"I am doing so now. In my 
hands I have the draft of my 
first sermon from my new 
pulpit this coming Sunday. 
May I bring it or send it 
down to you? I wonder if 
you will do me the courtesy 
of reading it and then call
ing me." 

It was, as might be di
vined, an unusually good, 
perceptive, and, for his first 
sermon, both a tactful and 
yet a courageous one . . 

I called the rabbi. He was 
pleased. 

Many times throughout 
the intervening years be
tween Rabbi Abba Hillel Sil
ver's first day in Cleveland 
and his unexpected death on 
Thanksgiving Day-in those I 
46 years-the rabbi called. 
Not always to read a sermon, 
but not infrequently, in his 

. friendly but forthright way, 
to "deliver" a sermon to me. 

Rabbi Silver did not re
treat. Rabbi Silver was al
ways in the front line. He 
was a great student, a philos
opher, a historian, an an
alyst of international trends 
and tides. He was a builder 
of a nation (Israel) to which 
he gave much of himself, 
in the pioneering days of 
courageously bringing about 
the partitioning from which 
Israel came into being. 

It was my good fortune to 
spend many hours with 
Rabbi Silver, hours during 
which I listened to a very 
great and good man speak 
freely about this deeply dis
tressed world and whence 
it might be going, and what 
was essential to put it on the 
right course when it seemed 
to be going off on a detour. 

To .have been privileged 

A REFLECTIVE Rabb; 
Abba Hillel Silver sits 
beneath portrait of an
other Rabbi Silver - his 
father. Pict u re was 
taken in 1954. 



Clergymen, political, city 
and civic leaders joined sadly 
today in statements grieving 
the death of Rabbi Abba Hil
lel Silver. 

In their very words of sor
row they marked the stature 
of th great spiritual leader 
in the community anc! in the 
world: 

ARCHBISHOP Edward F. 
Hoban of the Cleveland Cath
olic Diocese expressed "deep 
and sincere grief over the 
death of Rabbi Abba Hillel 
Silver." 

He added, "God's ·1aw has 
ever been a lantern to his 
feet and a light to his path. 
He walked in His way. His 
love for God was reflected 
in word and example so that 
in every good sense he was 
a true teacher of Israel who 
drew others to God. 

"We are confident that the 
heavenly father waits expec
tantly to reward him for his 
goodness. All of us will miss 
his inspiring leadership. His 
charity was the bond of 
brotherhood, the foundation 
of peace, the mainstay in se
curity of unity which will 
abide with us always, eternal 
wtih God in the kingdom of 
heaven." 

OHIO SEN. Stephen M. 
Young said: '·His death is a 
great loss to people of all 
faiths. He has been a moral 
and spiritual force for many 
years. 

"Our friendship d a t es 
back to the time when we 
both served on the same 
committee while formula
ting the Ohio State Unem
ployment Compensation Law. 

"He was a tower of 
strength in the drive for so
cial justice ... " 

BISHOP Nelson 1\1. Bur
roughs, Episcopal Diocese of 
Ohio: "We have all been 
shocked by Rabbi Silver's 
death coming so quickly aft
er all our other shocks. We 
in the Episcopal Diocese feel 
very badly for he honored us 
last Ja uary at our conven
tion a did us the unusual 

honor of giving us the invo
cation. Rabbi Silver was in 
the prophetic tradition of his 
race and religion. He always 
spoke clearly to the con
sc.ience of the nation and the 
world. I shall miss him as a 
friend and companion." 

THE REV. B . B RU C E 
WHITTEM ,O RE, executive 
director of Cleveland Area 
Church Federation: "He cer
tainly was the giant among 
religious leaders of Cleve
land, in terms of national 
and international influence. 
And as such he was much 
respected and will be much 
missed by the Protestant 
community. We extend our 
sympathy to the family of 
Rabbi Silver." 

MAYOR LOCHER: "Rabbi 
Silver was a giant among the 
spiritual leaders of the world. 
Humanity has lost an intel
ligent, articulate and com
passionate spokesman for all 
men of good will every
where. His death is mourned 
throughout the world, but 
especially here in Cleveland, 
where we feel the loss of 
his spiritual leadership and 
great warmth of person
ality." 

L. THURSTON PENDLE
TON, president of Family 
Service Assn.: "Rabbi Silver 
served the Family Service 
As s o c i ation of Cleveland 
continuously since 1918. He 
was a member of the board 
from 1918 to 1940, and has 
been a member of the advis
ory board since 1940. He was 
re-elected for another year 
on Wednesday. 

"As a board member he 
helped guide the agency 
through its days of greatest 
change, from counseling lim
ited to relief clients to coun
seling for all in the com
muni1y with problems too 
difficult for ordinary solu
tion, no matter what their 
financial status. 

"He gave of himself to 
F a m ily Service Association 
as generously as he did to 
so many other causes." 

WELFARE SECRETARV 

Anthony J. Cele b re z z e: 
"Rabbi Silver devoted his 
life to the cause of freedom 
and justice. He fought at 
every turn bias and preju
dice, constantly champion
ing the cause of all men to 
be free f r o m poverty and 

are sadly compounded." 

CONG. WILLIAM E. MIN- ; 
SHALL: "We have lost a 
great spiritual leader. He 
was a great American. His 
loss will be felt everywhere." 

deprivation. I have lost a de- ;;;;;;;=====--=---:--
voted friend, Cleveland a 
noted citizen and the world 
a great spiritual leader." 

SEN. FRANK J. LAUSCHE 
"Rabbi Silver was a spiritual 
and civic leader of tremen
dous influence. I know of no 
one who had greater impact 
on the ethical, cultural and 
civic life of both the local 
and national community. I 
am saddened and stunned 
by his death. Throughout 
wy private and public life 
he impressed and influenced 
me extraordinarily." 

Daniel H. Wasserman said, 
"The loss to world Jewry anct 
to this community by the 
untimely death of Rabbi Sil
ver is incalculable. To those 
of us who knew him well 
we have lost an irreplace
able friend. The memory of 
his good deeds stands like 
a monument for generations 
to come." 

PATRICK J. O':\lALLEY, 
president, and SEBASTIA 
LUPICA, executive secretary 
of the Cleveland AFI.rCIO 
Federation of Labor: "The 
labor movement of Cleveland 
mourns the passing of a 
great spiritual leader, out
standing in his field as a 
clergyman and a staunch 
supporter of human rights. 
He was an unselfish worker 
in civic and community af• 
fairs and a staunch friend of 
labor. The c rt y, state, 
country and world have lost 
a great man." 

CONG. CHARLES A. 
VA 'IK: "In the passing of 
Rabbi Silver, Cleveland loses 
one of its most distinguished 
citizens. His great, wise mind 
was one of our finest com
munity resources - laboring 
for humanity, the community 
and his faith. , The tragic 
events of a d 'ficult week 

Rabbi Silver, 70, 
Dies In Cleveland 

CLEVELAND (AP) - Rabbi 
Abba Hillel Silver, one of the 
principal architects of the mod
ern state of Israel and a leader 
in world Jewry for nearly 50 
years, is dead. 

He and his family were sit
ting down to Thanksgiving din
ner in his home in suburban 
Shaker Heights Thursday when 
he complained of a shortness 
of breath and a tightening in 
his chest. He was taken to Lake
side Hospital, where he died of 
an apparent heart attack. 

Funeral services are sched
uled for 11 a.m. Sunday at the 
Temple, where he had been 
spiritual leader for more than 
45 years. 
Took Part In Conference 

Although his honors and ac- RABBI A. H. SILVER 
complishments were numerous, I Dies Of Heart Attack 
Rabbi Silver, 70, perhaps was 
best known as one of the shap- definite program was adopted 
ers of the state of Israel. defining the establishment of an 

He took part in a historic con- i~depen_dent Isr~el. as the prin
ference of American Jewry in c1pal aun of Z1omsm. He pre-

·<!w York in 1942 at which a sented the Zionist case before Silver on his 70th birthday. 
the United Nations in 1947 and Among them were Anthony J. 
1948 and on May 14, 1948, the Celebrezze, a former Cleveland 
state os Israel was officially mayor who is now secretary of 
proclaimed. bealth, education and welfare. 

During the past 10 years, He was born in Lithuania the 
Rabbi Silver had received son of Rabbi Moses Silver.' His 
many honors, awards and cita- family came to this country 
tio~s, including the Human. Re- when he was 8, and he grew up 
lahons Award of the National on New York's lower East Side. 
Confer_ence of Christians and Called the father of unemploy-
J ews m 1958. ment insurance in Ohio Rabbi 
2,000 Attended Dinner Silver persuaded the C~nsumer 

More than 2,000 persons gath- League of Ohio in 1928 to study 
ered at a testimonial dinner unemployment and unemploy

ere last Jan. 20 to honor Rabbi ment insurance. He later fram
ed ·the first state legislation on 
unemployment insurance. 

He helped found in Cleveland 
the first Community Fund in the 
country and also served as med
iator in labor-management dis
putes. He was president of the 
Cleveland Bureau of Jewish Ed
ucation from 1924 through 1932 
and headed the Cleveland Jew-
1935 through 1941. 

During the 1930s, Rabbi Silver 
devoted much of his energy to 
the formation of anti - Naxi 
groups. 

He was the author of several 
books. 
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PRESS REI.EASE 

ZIONISTS PLUNGED INrO MOURNING AT DFATH OF ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

DR. MAX NUSSBAW 1 PRESIDENI' OF 'WA, TERMS PASSING GREATEST LOSS SUFFERED 

BY JEWISH PEOPLE IN GENERATION 

MAKES PUBLIC EXCERPrS OF !AST ADDRESS WHICH DECF.ASED WAS SCHEDULED 

TO DELIVER IN NEW YORK 

POINl'S TO FACT THAT SILVER DIED ON EVE OF 16TH ANNIVERSARY DAY OF PASSAGE 

OF U.N. RESOIDrION FOR JEWISH STATEHOOD WHICH MARKED TRiu.tPH 

FOR SILVER'S LEADERSHIP 

The profound sense of deep sorrow and mourning at the death of Dr. Abba Hillel 

Silver of Cleveland, foremost leader in world Zionism, was voiced by Dr. Maz 

Nussbaum, President of the Zionist Organization of America, when he declared that 

'trews throughout the world, stand with bowed heads over the bier of a man and leader 

who was principally instrumental in the fulfillment of the vision of Theodor Herzl, 

the immortal founder of the Zionist movement, embodied in the program he presented 

at the first World Zionist Congress in 1897 in Basle, Switzerland, which called for 

the establishment of a publicly recognized and legally secure national home in 

Palestine." He tenned the passing of Dr. Silver "the severest loss suffered by the 

Zionist movement and the entire Jewish people in a generation." 

In this connection, Dr. Nussbaum pointed out the historic irony that Dr. Silver 

died on the very eve of the 16th anniversary of the passage by the United Nations 

(November 29, 1947) of the resolution for the establishment of a Jewish State in 

Palestine, which mrked the triumph of Dr. Silver's leadership in the battle for 

Jewish Statehood and the fulfillment of Herzl's program adopted at the Zionist Con

gress in Bas le. 

Dr. ?ltssbaum's statement continues: 

"Dr. Silver•s lifelong militant struggle for Jewish redemption through the 

rebirth of the Jewish State, his indomitable courage and valiance coupled with his 

unswerving resolve and dedication to the Zionist cause which was the creed of his 

life, constitute the most glortous and golden chapter in the 2000-year history of 

.: :\.. h martyrdom. It was indeed divine ordination that Dr. Silver saw and led 

- more -
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• personally to the ultimate conclusion the fruits of his labors and the triumphant 

c'1l mination of the struggle of our movement for Zion Reborn• 

''Dr. Silver's monumental achievements as political architect of the Jewish 

s~cte, the translation of his Messianic vision into the emergence of the Third 

Je,.,.ish Con:monwealth and his unrela.xed guardianship of the just interests and legiti

mate claims of the State of Israel -- have truly made him the man of Jewish destiny. 

'trhe nobility of his character and the liberalism of his philosophy were also 

reflected in his concern for the rights of labor and justice for the oppress~d among 

all peoples. 

"Even as the Zionist cause stood triumphant on the day the United Nations, on 

that fateful day of November 29, 1947, when the General Assembly of the U.N. by over 

two-thirds majority voted to sanction the establishment of a Jewish State, Dr. Silver 

injected a sanber note when he uttered a prayer 'for the peace of Palestine• and 

turned to the Arabs with a plea of genuine friendship. 'In this historic hour,' he 

pleaded, 'we call upon the Arab people of Palestine and all neighboring Arab countries 

to join with us in an era of peaceful and fruitful collaboration.•" 

Dr. Nussbaum, in his statement, called attention to "the unanimous, enthusiastic 

acclaim on the part of the entire people of Israel accorded to Dr. Silver, at the 

70th birthday celebration tendered him at the first ZOA Convention held in Israel 

last July, a tribute which was led by the former Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion, 

President Shazar, Premier Eshkol and leaders of all sections of the country, who 

joined Mr. Ben-Gurion•s tribute in describing Dr. Silver as the 'greatest and most 

courageous Zionist fighter in American Jewry.'" 

Dr. Nussbaum further said: 

"On this sad occasion it is my privilege to quote here from the last address 

which Dr. Abba Hillel Silver has written before his death and which he was scheduled 

to deli.ver at the 70th birthday celebration of Dr. Emanuel Neumazm, his lifelong, 

closest associate in the struggle for Jewish Statehood to be held on November 26th 

1n New York, which was postponed at the personal request of Dr. Neumann out of 

respect to the memory of the late President John F. Kennedy. In this address, the 

copy of 11hich Dr. Silver sent to my good friend and Zionist publicist, Erneet •· • 

Barbarash, Dr. Silver, in paying warm tribute to Dr. Neumann, takes occasion to 

re'l.ffirm his abiding love for the people of Israel, the land of Israel, the language 
' 

of Israel and the Book of Israel (the Bible). 'In Israel today -- an old people is 

Le · ng rebcrn, an old land is being made new again. Where there was wasteland B.Dd 

i, erness, there towns and cities are springing up and rrom Metulla to E11at one 

hears the hum of industry, the sound of plow and tractor, the pulse and throb of 

- more -
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creative life and the song of children at play. An old language is being revived. 

A veritable miracle of rejuvenation is taking place before our very eyes. Mind, 

heart and hand, labor and sweat, faith and vision are again fashioning a new heaven 

and a new earth . ' 

'%ese last words written by Dr. Silver before he passed from this earth are 

indeed an eternal testament and cherished legacy to the Jewish people, to the State 

of Israel and to mankind. 

"Dr. Silver's prophetic vision of a Jewish State as a shining tower of light 

to mankind was expressed by him 34 years ago on the 25th anniversary of the passing 

of Herzl when Dr. Silver wrote: 'After its national life is secure Israel must push 

on to the frontiers of the new world-· the world of internationalism, of economic 

freedom, of brotherhood and of peace. It must resume the burden of its Messianic 

career.'" •~e shall not fail nor be crushed till he have set the right in the earth; 

and the isles shall wait for his teaching ... " 

•~hortly after the death of Theodor Herzl his friend and associate the late 

Israel Zangwill, the foremost Anglo-Jewish novelist and publicist of our time, 

wrote the following ode as he shed a tear upon the mortal remains of Herzl: 

'Tis your bod,y only that has died. 

The ooblest soul in Jud.ah is not dust 

But fire that works in every vein and must 

Reshape our life, rekindling Israel's pride. 

So we behold the captain of our strife 

Triumphant in this moment of eclipse; 

Death has but fixed him to immortal life, 

His flag upheld, the trumpet at his lips. 

And while we, weeping, rend our garment's hem, 

"Next year," we cry, ''next year, Jerusalem." 

''rbese irmnortal words fit tingly apply to our dearly departed leader Dr. Abba 

Hillel Silver Zichrono L 'yracba. " Dr. Nussbaum said. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - . - - - - -
more -
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Dr. Emanuel Neumann, Honorary President of the Zionist Organization of 

America and Chainnan of the Americsn Section of the Jewish Agency, and Dr. Max 

Nussbaum, ZOA President, headed a large ZOA delegation from all parts of the 

country who attended the :funeral services of nr. Abba Hillel Silver in Cleveland 

Sunday, December 1st. The delegation included Abraham Goodman, national Chainnan 

of ZOA Israel Projects encompassing also Kfar Silver, Agricultural Training Insti

tute in Israel established by the ZOA in the name of Dr. Silver; Harold W. Carmel~ 

Chainnan of the National Administrative Committee of the ZOA and Jacques Torczyner, 

Chairman of the National ZOA Executive Council, and Dr. Sidney Marks National 

Secretary. 

Kfar Silver, near Ashkelon, Israel (cable dispatch): -- An atmosphere of 

deep mourning has enveloped the entire student and teacher bodies of Kfar Silver, 

Agricultural Training Institute named by the ZOA for Dr. Silver. As soon as the 

news of Dr. Silver's passing was received here, all the buildings of the huge 

school system were closed down. A special memorial service was held on Sunday, 

the day of the funeral. 

Kfar Silver, which now numbers 265 students, was chartered by the 1'oard of 

Regents of the University of the State of New York in 1957, being the only American 

chartered school in the State of Israel. Dr. Abba Hillel Silver last July, during 

the ZOA Convention in Israel, addressed some 2,000 American ZOA delegates gathered 

at a special session at Kfar Silver. 

12 AD 
11/29/63 

# # # # 
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A Great Leader Passes 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver is dead. 

And with his untimely passing, the world 
loses one of its most distinguished and force
ful spiritual leaders. 

Rabbi Silver was Cleveland's own, and 
Cleveland is the better for his years of 
inspiration and challenge. He was also of 
America, and of the world, and all peoples 
are the better for his unswerving champion
ship of the causes of good. 

Honors flowed to lJr. Silver as a great 
teacher, a great leader, a great statesman. 
He was revered especially as one of the 
foUDders of the state of Israel. In testimony 
to bim, it was said that there would be no 
Israel today bad it not been for the crucial 
service he gave in the trying times before its 
birth. 

But hi interests and his influence 
spread far beyond the particular concern~ 
of hil own faith. He was dedicated to the 
liberal creed by which be lived. He preached 

and he fought for the things in which he 
believed. He was unafraid in advocacy of 
the principles of morality which he felt must 
govern all people. 

The citation which accompanied the pre
sentation to Dr. Silver of the Charles Eisen
man Award of the Jewish Community Fed
eration said of him: 

"Spiritual leader, eloquent spokesman 
for centuries-old aspirations of the Jewish 
people, profound student of Jewish lore, 
religion and history; author, advocate of 
progressive social movements without re
strictive regard of race, creed or national
ity." 

This was Abba Hillel Silver, the man 
who gave the world guidance as he passed 
through, the man who gave of his wisdom 
and his heart to make this world a better 
place for all humankind. 

Cleveland had the great fortune to 
possess him and to know him well. Cleve
land leads the world in mourning his loss. 
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Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver-Zionist Leader 
Special to the Herald Tribune 

CLEVELAND. 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 

70, one of the foremost figures 
in world Jewry, died yester
day in Mt. Sinai Hospital 
here, apparently of a heart 
attack. He wu stricken in his 
home in suburban Shaker 
Heights. 

Rabbi Silver had been 
honored at several dinners 
and other functions during 

the Jut year in observance of 
his 70th year, notably a testi
monial dinner in Cleveland 
wt January tendered by 
state and national welfare 
ofttcials and another in Tel 
Aviv in July. 

He had hardly begun his 
spiritual leadership of a small 
conereratton in Cleveland 
when hia work was inter
rupted by World War I, in 
which he served with distinc
tion, but upon resumption of 
hia rabbinate he began a 
participation in public and 
rell1ioua affain that was to 
lead him to international in
fluence. 

Born in IJthuania, he waa 
brou,ht to thia country when 
he was nine. Be spent h1a 
youth in New York before 
enterlnr the University of 
Cincinnati, where he received 
his B. A. de1ree in 1915. He 
then attended Hebrew Union 
Collere, from which he was 
,raduated as a qualified 
rabbi. 

After ordination, Rabbi 
811Yer waa called to a temple 
in Wbeellnl, W. Va., for two 

years. He returned to the 
Temple of Ti!ereth Israel in 
Cleveland in 1917, and had 
served there since. 

Under the leadership of 
Rabbi Silver, the temple grew 
from a membership of 725 
families to more than 2,500 
and became the largest re
form congregation In the na
tion. A new tructure was 
built to house it under his 
supervision. 

Rabbi Silver, however, 
tended to depreciate the im
portance of the size of his 
congregation, declaring on 
one occasion that a more 
genuine and important c,,
terlon of hia spiritual leader
ship might be found in his' 
efforts to preach Judaism as 
"an ancient faith adapted to 
modern times." 

Recalling his efforts to pl'e
Sf'nt Judaism as a religion 
"teaching unity, freedom and 
compassion," he said that 
auch preachmenta sometimes 
rot him In hot water. 

This was particularly true, 
he said, when he had spoken 
out a1ainst segregation, 
assailed class domination, or 
supported the right of labor 
to llrganize and battle for the 
rt,ht to bargain collectively. 

He could not accept re
ligion as a passive attitude, 
saying: 

"It ought to be a sort of 
,uide and critic of every form 
of human organization. No 
group is perfect, and all tend 
to abuse power. Reli1lon 

--------- -

should speak up when there 
are abuses." 

In his later years, Dr. Silver 
was especially pleased by the 
resurgence of interest in re
ligion among young persons. 
He noted their tendency to 
ask questions and demand ex
planations, and he regarded 
this as important and en
couraging. 

Agreeing that modern 
youth might not be as obedi
ent or respectful as was ex
pected of the young in the 
past, Rabbi Silver expressed 
the belief that this, tendency 
might be a good one. At the 
same time, he deplored the rf.:..lf 
increase of broken homes and ·" , .... 
what he saw as a trend among • Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, as 
parents to relinquish author- he appeared some years arro. 
ity when It should be main-
tained. Dr. Silver saw these 
factors as definite contribu
tions to juvenile delinquency. 

Throughout his career, 
Rabbi Silver had manifested 
a deep and active interest in 
public affairs, and while he 
figured in a number of move• 
ments having to do with gov
ernmental assistance to wel
fare and economic projects, 
he was always dubious of ex
cessive dependence on 1ov
ernment by the individual. 

During World War I Rabbi 
Silver served with the armed 
forces in France. He received 
the medal of the Offlcier 
del 'lnstn..ction Publique from 
the French government for 
that service. 

After his return Rabbi 
Silver was named by Presi
dent Hoover to a national 
r.ommittee to alleviate unem
ployment. His service led him 
to undertake the chairman -
ship of the Committee on 
Unemployment Insurance 
when the ConsulJl#!rs League 
of Ohio was preparing a sur
vey of anti-depression meas
ures. 

Widely known as a liberal, 
he was later named chairman 
of the Ohio Committee on 
Unemployment Insurance and 
wu considered one of the 
founders of the state's unem
ployment insurance move
ment. 

He also was the author of 
six books, The Messianic 
Speculation In Lsrael <1927), 
The Democratic Impulse in 
Jewish History <1928), Re
ligion in a Changing World 
0930), the World Crisis and 
Jewish Survival <1941), Vi
sion and Victory <1949), 
Where Judaism Differed 
<1956). 

Most recently, Rabbi Silver 
had been serving as national 
chairman of the Board of 
Governors of State of Israel 
Bonds. He was the former 
president, later honorary 
president of the Zionist Or
ganization of America. 

At one time It was reported 
that Rabbi Silver might have 
become the first president of 
the State of Israel had not 
Chaim Weizmann been 
:selected. 

A leader of the Zionist 
battle for the 1947 United 
Nations Palestine partition 
plan, Rabbi Silver had been 
since the establishment of the 
State of Israel a persistent 
advocate of United States 
support of the new state. 

He resisted with all the 
vigor at his command any 
proposal to provide U. S. 
arms to Arab states, contend
ing that instead of enabling 
these countries to combat 
Communist aggression, arm
ing them would create a 
'Situation of "mortal danger 
to Israel." 

He called himself a "friendly 
critic" of the Eisenhower 
administration while charg
ing that its State Depart
ment had failed to present a 
constructive and clearly 
understood policy. 

Or. Silver was esoeclally 
critical of the activities and 
the attitudes of what he 
called the "oil interests," 
charging that their influence 
on u. S. foreign policy had 
been detrimental to the cause 
of Israel. 

But Dr. Silver was not in
variably a qefender of the 
Israeli government. In recent 
months, he had joined his 
fellow American Zionists in 
criticism of the Israeli be
havior toward the movement 
in this country, on one occa
sion condemning the "un
solicited lectures, scoldings 
and admonitions" directed to
ward American Zionists by 
Israeli "circles." 

Dr. Silver maintained his 
ability to participate in na
tional, international and re
ligious activities by careful 
attention to his physical 
strength. A husky man, some 
six feet in height, he was an 
ardent ftsherman and loved 
the outdoors. 

He enjoyed a considerable 
reputation among his associ
ates for his combination of 
humor and massive store of 
information. He used the two 
together frequently with tell
inf effect. 

Because of the metlculoua 
care and research he put into 
his sermons, those he 
preached at New Year's on 
the state of the nation and 
the world had virtually be
come civic institutions in 
Cleveland, and they often 
furnished material for na
tionally distributed news 
stories. 

Among his intellectual hob
bies, which he liked to say 
went well with his fishing, 
were messianic speculation 
and Jewish mysticism. He 
was considered an authority 
in these fields. 

Or. Silver returned to He
brew Union College to receive 
his D.D. degree In 1925. He 
also held and honorary Litt. 
D. degree from Western Re
serve University, and Hebrew 
Union awarded him an hon
orary D. H. L. in 1941. 

His biography in Who's 
Who in America lists more 
than 30 organizationa in 
which he was affiliated, and 
In many of them he had held 
the presidency or other hich 
office. He also received many 
awards from various rroupe 
for his work in Zionism, re
ligion, welfare, education, and 
the advancement of literature 
and the arts. 

Surviving are his wife, Mrs. 
Virginia Silver, and two sons, 
Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
and Raphael Silver. 

A funeral service will be 
held at the Temple at 11 
a. m. Sunday. 



Jewish Leader Rabbi Abba Silve~ Di~t LI<. H I ..... o i\/1.,;, p.:,t::.n 
Rabbi· Abba Hillel Silver, one of the principal archi

ects of the mod •m state of Israel and a leader in world 
ewry for nearly 50 years, is 
ead. 

He and his family were 
itting down to Thanksgiving 

dinner in his home in Shaker 
Heights, a Cleveland suburb, 
when he was stricken. He was 
taken to· Lakeside Hospital, 
where he died of an a parent 
heart attack. 

Funeral s e r v i c e s are 
scheduled for 11 a.m. Sunday 
et the Temple, where he had 
been spiritual leader for 
more than 45 years. 

Although his honors and 
accomplishments were nu
merous, Rabbi Silver, 70 per

aps was best known as one 
of the shapers of the state of 
Israel. 

He took part in a his
toric conference of American 
Jewry in New York in 1942 
at which a definite program 
was adopted defining the establishment of an independent 
Israel as the principal aim of Zionism. He presented theJ 
Zionist case before the United Nations in 1947 and 1948 

d on May 14, 1948, the state of Israel was officially 
proclaimed. I 

More than 2,000 persons gathered at a testimonial din
ner here last Jan. 20 to honor Rabbi Silver on his 70th birth
day. Among them were Anthony J. Celebrezze, a former 
Cleveland mayor who is now secretary of health, education 
and welfare. Among the scores of world leaders who sent 
messages were the late President John F. Kennedy, former 
President Dwight D. Eisenhower and Prime Minister David 
Ben-Gurion of Israel. 

He was born in Lithuania, the son of Rabbi Moses 
Silver. His Jamily came to this country when he was 8 and 
he grew up on New York's lower East Side. 

Called the father of unemployment insurance in Ohio, 
Rabbi Silver persuaded the Consumer League of Ohio in 
1928 to study unemployment and unemployment insurance. 
He later framed the first state legislation on unemployment 
insurance. 

He helped found in Cleveland the first community fund 
in the country and also served as mediator in labor-manage
ment disputes. 

Rabbi Silver, World 
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Orator, Rabbi, S 
/, tVU7h 7nm,ttiv 

tatesman 

Rabbi Silver, 
1
Leader of 
I Zionism, Dies 

CLEVELA, TD (}I') - Rabbi 
Abba Hillel Silver, a leader in 
world Jewry for almost half a 
century, died Thursday of an ar>
parent heart attack. He was 70. 

The rabbi was i-tricken at his 
suburban Shaker Heights home. 
He was taken to Lakeside Hos
pital, where he died. 

He had waged an untiring bat
tle for the establishment of the 
State of Israel in the 1940s and 
won an international reputation 
for his lifelong leadership in 
thf' world Zionist movement. 

He was a dynamic speaker, 
a scholar, author and spiritual 
leader or The Temple, one of 
the nation's largest liberal 
Je\•.:ish congregations. 

Lasl January hP. was honored 
at a testimonial dinner here by 
~tate and national welfare of
ficials, including Anthony J. 
Celebrezze, secretary of health, 
education and welfare, one time 
Cleveland mayor. The late Presi
dent John F. Kennedy, Former 
President Eisenhower and Prime 
Minister David Ben-Gurion of 
Israel were among scores of 
world leaders who sent mes
sages then. 

BY DAVID SCHWARTZ 
(C) - 1963 - JTA. 

When we think of Abba Hill
el Silver, what comes to mind 
first is the orati--. An orator 
is a thing of mag1.c. Think of 
Patrick Henry rising before 
the Virginia Legislature and 
making a speech ofl0 minutes 
-- and in that daytherewasno 
radio or television to carry 
it but, somehow, it spread all 
the way to Boston to the North 
and Georgia to the south. The 
whole country was excited. 
Think of a William Jennings 

ryan, unknown to most of the 
elegates at the Democratic 

convention and, in a few min
utes, sending them roaring 
down the aisles calling for 
his nomination for the Presi
dency. 

Today, we appear to be en
tering a period of the decline 
of the orator. Nowadays, an 
orator need not write his own 
speech. He can have a ghost 
writer to do it. He need not 
'have a great voice. The mi
crophone can make any voice 
as audible as Bryan's. The 
speaker today does not have to 
memorize a speech. He can 
read it from the manuscript 
or the teleprompter, and he 
doesn't even have to depend 
on his audience to furnish 
applause. He can provide his 

own canned applause. that of course Kesef (silver 
Yet this decline, I am sure, or money) always precedes. 

is more seeming than real. Chochma (Wisdom or Wise). 
when a truly great orator But actually Silver was one 
emerges, there will be ade- rabbi who, if so inclined, could 
quate response. boast of much chochma. He 

The attic in the Silver home was a talmid chocham, a He
must be full of the medals brew scholar and the author of 
young Abba won for oratory some serious works on Jewish 
in his collegiate days. He was thought. 
already then known for his or- The high point in his ca
atorical excellence. His fame reer was when, as if by gen
as an oratory was nation-wide, eral acquiescence, to him was 
transcending the bounds of delegated the task of making 
geography and sect. Christ- the speech before the United 
ians and Jews came to hear Nations for sanctioning of the 
him at his temple. Newton D. state of Israel. Taking notes 
Baker, of Woodrow Wilson's of some of the fantastic re
cabinet, a very effective marks by some of the Arab 
speaker himself, once con- delegates, Silver politely bid 
fessed he envied the oratori- them rememberthattheywere 
cal gifts of the then very young not then composing another 
rabbi. tale for the Arabian Nights. 

Silver was one of the few The whole world was then 
rabbis whom history will nev- his audience. The rabbi had 
er leave us entirely forget. emerged as the statesman. 
There were a half-dozen c;r He had long been preparing 
so others. Seixas, the patriot for that moment. He was the 
rabbi of the Revolution; Ein- organizer, as a body of the 
horn, the brave rabbi of abo- first juvepile Zionist society, 
lition days; Isaac M. Wise, the Dr. Herzl Club, which 
the genius of the Reform numbered, among its mem
movement; more lately, there bers, EmanuelNeumann,Rab
were Stephen S. Wise and Ab- bi Barnett Brickner, Sol co
ba Hillel Silver. hen, Rabbi Abraham J. Feld-

Wise, like Silver, could be man and his own brother, Max
humorous. I remember once, well Silver, also a great Jew
when Silver preceded him on , ish scholar, the author of a 
the program, Wi~e remarked !number of books. 

When Abba Hillel Silver 
headed that boys' Zionist Club, 
the Arabs weren't all in the 
Middle East. The club met at 
the Educational Alliance, on 
New York's East Side and.
when the directors of that in
stitution learned that these 
boys intended to produce a 
Hebrew 

. Zionist Leader, Dies 
osen rabbi at Cleveland, 

some of the members of the 
congregation discovered be
latedly that their rabbi was a 
Zionist. They asked Silver if 
it was true. Yes, he admitted, 
and he told them that, if they 
wanted to, he would release 
them from their contract. But 
they knew they had a bargain, 
He became the pride of the 
Cleveland congregation. 

By Associated Press 
CLEVELAND.-Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, a leader 

Jewry for almost half a century, died Thursday of an 
heart attack. He was 70. 

The rabbi was stricken at his 
suburban Shaker Heights home. 
He was taken to Lakeside Hos
pital where he died. 

He had waged an untiring bat
tle for the establishment of the 
state of Israel in the 1940's and 
won an international reputation 
for his lifelong leadership in the 
world Zionist movement. 

He was a dynamic speaker, a 
scholar, author and spiritual 
leader of The Temple, one of the 
nation's largest liberal Jewish 
congregations. 

Last January, he was honored 
at a testimonial dinner here by 
state and national welfare of
ficials, including Anthony J. 

elebrezze, secretary of Health, 
ducation and Welfare, one-time 
leveland mayor. The late Presi

-X J;phn F. Kennedy, former 
President Dwight D. Eisenhower 
and Prime Minister David Ben
Gurion of Israel were among RABBI SILVER 

scores of world leaders w o sen 
messages then. 

He was born in Lithuania, the 
son of a rabbi. He was a fifth
generation rabbi in his family. 
He came to this country as an 8-
year-old immigrant and grew up 
on New York's lower East Side. 

In 1915, he was graduated with 
honors from the University of 
Cincinnati and Hebrew Union 
College. He squeezed the nine
year rabbinical course into four 
years. 
. He was rabbi of a Wheeling, W. 
Va., congregation for two years 
before coming to Cleveland in 
1917. His wife and two sons sur
vive. 

Clevela,nd (Ohio), 29 novemhre. 
- Le rabbin Hillil Silver, l'un 
des grands chefs spirituels du 
monde israelitc moderne, est 
mort jeudi a Cleveland. II avalt 
70 ans. Sioniste militant pendant 
et apres la seconde .e:ucrre mon• 
diale, le rabbin Silver s'etait ac
quis une reputation mondiale de 
predicateur et d'hlstorien. 
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Dr. Silver Dies Suddenly; Ziohist Movement in DeeR Mourning; 
Passing Greatest Loss Suffered by Jewish People in Generation. Says Dr. Nussbaum 

NEW YORK (ZINS) - Dro Abba Hillel Silver died suddenly of a heart attack in 
Cleveland yesterdayo He was 70 years old. 

The profound sense of deep sorrow and mourning at the death of Dro Abba Hillel Silver~ 
foremost leader in world Zionism, was voiced today by Oro Max Nussbaum, President of 
the Zionist Organization of America, when he decla.ired that "Jews throughout the 
world, stand with bowed heads over the bier of a man and leader who was principally 
instrumental in the fulfillment of the vision of Theodor Herzl, the inmortal founder 
of the Zionist movement, embodied in the program he presented at the first World 
Zionist Congress in 1897 in Basle, Switzerland~ which called for the establishment 
of a publicly recognized and legally secure national hane in Palestine." He tenned 
the passing of Dro Silver "the severest loss suffered by the Zionist movement and 
the entire Jewish people in a generationo;t 

In this connection, Dro Nussbaum pJinted out the historic irony that Dr. Silver 
died on the very eve of the 16th anniversary of the passage by the United Nations 
(November 29, 1947) of the resoh\tion for the eatablisbnent of a. Jewish State in 
Palestine.9 which marked the triumph of Dr. Silver's leadership in the battle f()r 
Jewish Statehood. 

Dr. Nussbaum.ts statement continues: "Dr. Silver's lifelong militant struggle for 
Jewish redemption through the rebirth of the Jewish Statej his indanitable courage 
and valiance coupled with his unswerving resolve and dedication to the Zionist ca.use 
which wa-s the creed of his life, constitute the most gl()rious and g~lden chapter in 
the 2000-year history of Jewish ma.rtyrdan. It was indeed the divine ordination that 
Dro Silver saw and led personally to the ultimate conclusion the fruits of his labors 
and the triumphant culmination of the struggle of our movement for Zion Rebomo 

stDr. Silver's monunental achievements as political architect of the Jewish State 11 

the translation of his Messianic vision into the emergence of the Third Jewish 
Commonwealth and his unrelaxed guardianship of the just interests and legitimate 
cla:ims of the State of Israel - have truly made him the man of Jewish destiny. 

"The nobility of his character and the liberalism of his philosophy were also 
reflected in his concern for the rights of labor and justice for the oppressed 
among all peoples." 

Dro Nussbaum, in his statement, called attention to "the unanimous, enthusiastic 
acclaim on the part of the entire people of Israel accorded to Dr. Silver, at the 
70th birthday celebration tendered him at the first 2DA Convention held in Israel 
last July, a tribute which was led by the fonner Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion, 
President Shazar, Premier Eshkol and leaders of ail sections of the country, who 
joined Mr. Ben-Gurion's tribute in describing Dro Silver as the 'greatest and most 
courageous Zionist fighter in American Jewry.,u 

- more -
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'lJJA De~tion flies to l''uneral in C~~; 
Dr. Ern.anuel Neumann to Deliver Eulogy 

Dr , Emanuel Neumann, Chainnan of the American Section of the Jewish Agency Executive 
and President of the World Union of General Zionists, and Dro Max Nussbau'lt, President 
of the Zionist Organization of America, will head a large 'ZJJA delegation from all 
parts of the country which will attend the funeml of Dro Abba Hillel Silver in 
Cleveland this corning Sunday, December 1st. 

·nr. Neumann, a lifelong friend of Dr. Silver and his closest associate in the po
litical struggle for Jewish statehood, will deliver the principle eulogy at the 
funeral services, which will be held at The Temple, one of the largest Refonn con
gregations in America, where Dr., Silver was rabbi for more than 40 years o 

ZOA to Observe 30 Dazs of Mourning for late President Kennedy 

NEW YORK (ZINS) - Dr., Max Nussbaum., President of the Zionist Organization of 
America~ announced that the entire mer:tbership of the Organization will observe the 
traditional Hebrew thirty days of mourning for the late President Kennedy as an 
expression of "our deepest sorrow at the passing of one of the foremost humani
tarians of our era, a stalwart champion of the oppressed, a staunch friend of Israel; 
and an indomitable fighter for the ca.use of liberty and equality for alLn 

In his statement, voicing deep shock and sorrow of the entire Zionist movement at 
the tragic passing of President Kennedy, Dr , Nussbaum said that "his memory will 
be eternally enshrined in the hearts of the Jewish people as a leader whose abiding 
friendship for the Jewish people and the State of' Israel and his consuming desire 
for equality and freedom have earned him the love and respect of entire mankind o 

;~I personally have had" - Dr., thssbaum said - 0 the great privilege of meeting 
him on several occasions both at the White House in the past two years, and in 
1960 at the 'ZJJA annual Convention in New York City, and the words of friendship 
uttered by him for our cause which flowed from the depth of his heart were remi
niscent of the utterance of the great kings of ancient Israel o 

=•We mourn the passing of the noblest among the noble, 0 Dr. Nussbaun said. 

A special meetinB of the Z/JA Adninistrative Conmittee was convened at the 'l./JA 
headquarters, in New York City, to memorialize the late President. Harold Wo 
Cannely, Chainnan of the Administrative Committee, presided and eulogies were 
delivered by Dr. &anuel Neunann, and Oro Max Nussbaumo 

'lJJA Dinner in Honor of Dr. Neumann Postpoped 

NEW YORK (ZIM:>) - A ZOA dinner in honor of Dr., :Emanuel Neumann scheduled for 
NovEID.ber 26 was postponed, t.o a date still tobe announced, at Dro Neumann's request 
because "this is no time for celebration.,a There were 1,000 reservations for ·the 
d:innor at which Dr. Neumann's 't')th birthd~y was to be celebrated. Speakers in
cluded Dr. Nahum Golcmann, David Ll.liel1thal, Ambassador Avraham Hannan, Governor 
Scranton of Pennsylvania, Dr. Max ~ussbaum.!, and Abraham Goodnan. Dr. Abba Hillel 
Silver who died suddenly yesterday was supposed to preside &t the dinner. 

Kfgr Silver and Z/JA House in Tel Aviv in Deep Mourning Over Sudden Death 
of Dr. Abpa Hillel Silver 

TEL AVIV (ZINS) - Kfar Silver students, faculty and staff received with shock and 
grief the sad news fran New York abou:t the sudden passing of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
whose name this beautiful ZOA agricultural school bears. 
Classes were immediately interrupted and deep mourning enveloped the Kfar Silver 
campus coamunity. Special memorial services are scheduled for this coming Sunday, 
the day or the tunera.l in Cleveland, both at Kfar Silver as well as at the ZOA 
House in Tel-Aviv. 

Kfar Silver was established in 1953 by the Zionist Organization of America in tribute 
to Dr. Silver on the occasion of his 6oth birthday. 



Rabbi Silver Dies 
Suddenly At 70 

CLEVELAND (AP) - Rab
bi Abba Hillel Silver, one of 
the principal architects of the 
modern state of Israel and a 
leader in world Jewry for 
nearly 50 years, is dead. 

He and his family were sit
ting down to Thanksgiving 
dinner in his home in subur
ban Shaker Heights Thurs
day when he complained of a 
shortness of breath and a 
tightening in his chest. He 
was taken to Lakeside Hos- 1 

pita!, where he died of an 
apparent heart attack. 

Funeral services are sched
uled for 11 a. m. Sunday at 
the Temple, where '1e ha1 
been spiritual leader for 
more than 45 years. 

Although his honors and 
accomplishments were nu RABBI SILVER 
merous, Rabbi Silver, 70, per-----------
haps was best known as one Relations Award of the Na
of the shapers of the state of tional Conference of Chris-
Israel. tians and Jews in 1958. 

ZIONIST CAUSE Called the father c,f unem
plcyment insurance in Ohio, 

He took part in a historic Rabbi Silver persuaded th e 
conference of American Jew- Consumer League "f Ohio in 
ry in New York in 1942 at 1228 to study unemployment 
which a definite program insurance. He !ater framed 
was adopted defining the es- the first state legislation 011 
tablishment of an independ- ur,employment insurance. 
ent Israel as the principal He helped found in Cleve
aim of ?io~sm. He present- land the first Community 
ed _the Z1on~st ca_se before the Fund in the country and also 
Umted Natic,ns m 1947 and served as mediator in labor
on May 14, 1948, the state of management disputes. He 
Israel was officially pro- was president of the Cleve
ciaimed. land Bureau of Jewish Edu-

During the past 10 years, cation from 1924 through 1932 
Rabbi Silver had received and headed the Cleveland 
many honors, awards and ci- Jewish Welfare Federation 
tations, including the Human from 1935 through 1941. 

--' 

('r 

• Rabbi Silver, 
Jewish Leader 

12 Akron Beacon Journal 

Rabbi Silver Dies At 70; 
.Aided In Israel Founding. 

CLEVELAND (JP)-Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, one 
of the principal architects of the modern state of Israel 
and a leader in world Jewry for nearly 50 years, died 
of an apparent heart attack Sunday. 

He and his family were sit
ting down to Thanksgiving 
dinner in his home in subur
ban Shaker Heights when he 
complained of a shortness of 
breath and a tightening in his 
chest. He was taken to Lake
side Hospital, where he died. 

RABBI SIL VER, 70, was ac
companied to the hospital by 
his wife, Virginia, and his two 
sons, Rabbi Daniel J. and Ra-

Lithuania, the son of a rabbi. 
His family came to this coun
try when he was 8 and he 
grew up on New York's Low
er East Side. 

When he was 11. he and a 
group of friends established 
the Herzl Zion Club, Amer• 
ica's first Hebrew-speaking 
Zionist organization. 

In 1911, he entered Hebrew 
Union College in Cincinnati 
and at the ame time he at
tended the University of Cin
cinnati. He was graduated 
from both in 1915. 

phael D. RABBI SIL VER was spir-
"He was conscious and he itual leader 'of a temple in 

even chatted with us," said Wheeling, W. Va., from 1915 
Raphael Silver. "This was to- until he was appointed rabbi 
tally unexpected. He had of The Temple here in 1917. 
been in the best of health." He was a fifth generation 1 

Funeral services will be rabbi in his family. 
held at 11 a. m. Sunday at Rabbi Silver persuaded the 1 
The Temple, where he had Consumer League of Ohio in 
been spiritual leader for more " 1928 to study unemployment 
than 45 years. and unemployment insurance. 

Rabbi Silver was to have RABBI SILVER He later framed the first state 
delivered a eulogy at The ···world Jewry leader legislation on unemployment 
Temple Sunday for the late insurance. 
President John F. Kennedy. Kennedy, former President ! He helped found in Cleve

Dwight D. Eisenhower and land the first Community 
His honors and accomplish- Prime Minister David Ben- Fund in the country and also 

ments were numerous, Rabbi Gurion of Israel. served a mediator in labor• 
Silver perhaps was best known Rabbi Silver was born in management disputes. He was 
as one of the shapers of the president of the Cleveland Bu-
state of Israel. • • reau of Jewi h Education from 

~e took part in a hlstoric Rabbi . Silver 1924 through 1932 and headed 
conference of American Jewry the Cleveland Jewish Welfare 
in New York City in 1942 at v· ·1 d Ak Federation from 1935 through 
which a definite program was ISi e ron 1941. 
adopted defining the establish- During the 1930s, Rabbi Sil-
ment of an independent Israel M T• ver_devoted much of his en-
as the principal aim of Zion- any Imes ergy to the formation 9f anti 
ism .. He presented the Zionist azi groups. 
case before the United Na- Rabbi Si 1 v er Abba Hillel 
tions in 1947 and 1948 and on visited Akron on numerous oc
May 14, 194~,. the state ~f Ls- casions. The Jewish leader de-
rael was off1c1ally proclaimed. . . . 

During the past 10 years, hvered the mam address m 
Rabbi Silver had received 1953 at the dedication of 
many honors, awards and ci- addition and renovation 
tations, including the human Temple Israel. 
relations award of the Nation- One of his appearances in 
al Conference of Christians the area - which date back 
and Jews in 1958. over 30 years- was as featured 

speaker at the Kent State Uni-
MORE THAN 2,000 gath- versity religious week in 1956. 

ered at a testimonial dinner The late Rabbi's son, Rabbi 
here last Jan. 20 to honor Daniel J. Silver, was here only 
Rabbi Silver on his 70th birth- last month as one of five lec
day. Among the scores of turers in an adult education 
world leaders who sent mes- series on contemporary Jews 
sages were the late President sponsored by Temple Israel. 

CLEVELAND, Nov. 28 (AP) - Rabbi Abba Hillel d P . M" . t eas si e, an gui e it to its 
Silver, a leader in world Jewry for almost half a cen- :;n-Gu::::;.e of i~;a: present positio~ of the 1'.'la• 
tury, died today of an apparent heart attack. He was 70. were among scores of worl tion's largest liberal Jewish 

• Th bb" 1tricken at leaders who sent congregation. 
I e ra i was then. Within a comparatively shon 
his suburban Shaker Heigbtl time, Rabbi Silver's libe~al 
home. He was taken to Lak• Ancestors Rabbis creed and intellect made him 
side Hospital, where he died. Rabbi Silver was nationally known. He devoted 

He had waged an untirinl Neinstadt • Schirwindt, Lithu hll time to the Comm"!~ity 
battle for the establishment ania, the son, grandson, great- Fund, Associated Charities, 
of the state of Israel in the I grandson and great-great• Consumers League and the 
1940s and won an intern• grandson of rabbis. His father, League for Human Rights. 

·•·.~ tional reputation for his life• Moses, brought him to New .,,._ H ver Commls ion 
long leadership in the world York'• east side in 1901 and v• 00 n e same years e wu co
Zionist movement. be attended public schoola He frequently was called chairman of the United Jew• 

He was a dynamic speaker, there. ·- - -------i upon to arbitrate industrial lsh Appeal. 
a scholar, author and spiritul ~ Silver was graduated dlaputes and is credited with But it was in the cause of 
leader of The Temple, one of from the University of Cincin• being the father of unemploy• Zionism that Dr. Silver is best 
the Nation's largest liberal nati in 1915, the same year ment insurance in Ohio. He remembered. He represented 

•• Jewish congregation. also received his doctor of dJ. was so well regarded as a stu- a illtant point of view, a de-
Last January he was hon- vinity degree from Hebrew dent of unemployment prob- pil'ture from the compromise 

ored at a testimonial dinner Union Colle.,ee in the same lems that President Hoover in la negotiations with govern· 
here by state and national city, completrng a nine-year 1931 appointed him to mem- nt leaders for establish• 
weliare officials, including An· course in four years. bersbtp on the Unemployment t of Jewish rights in Pal• 
thony J. Celebrezze, Secretary His first ministry was at the Relief Commission. e. 
of Health, Education and Wel• L'Sbem Shamayln Congrega- Dr. Silver was made cbal~ urvivlng are his wife, Vir· 
fare, o n e ti m e Cleveland tion in Wheeling, W. Va., from man of the United Palestine ginia, and two sons, Daniel, a 
mayor. The late President 1915 to 1917. In 1117, he took Appeal in 1938-UM3, wbkb ubi, and Raphael . 

._ •• .,.. .,_ John F. Kennedy, former over the splrltual leadenhlp ral.ed • milllon f• tbt re-L-----------~ 
DR. ABBA H. SILVER Pre id . Ellen- of the Tem le on Cleveland'• of 



l' a ~Oi.UAL !'ftIBUTE TO :um:1. HILLEL SILVLR 
by: Dll. I s ;1 ~L }OLDS'l'Eir 

C;i:J ili ~-~1, KER.Et: HAYE30D - UNI I'ED IS':li-.E' .n?PLAL 
1:0Y-.1!1:"BE];•~, 1963 

bb~ Hillel Silver rendered the Zion.i st 1,10ver.ient the most e fective single service 

of rtny ;.,ilerica.n Zionist when as Cluirnnn of the ..nericnn Zionist En1ergency Council he 

mobilized .Am ·ricru1 public opinion for the establishmeu t of ~ Jewish Commonwe~lth in 

F lestine and led the battle successfully ut the Uni t ed i;::i.tions wh ic~, resulted in the 

resolution of r;ovember 29, 1947. 

His Zionist c1,r er wl: ich began wi t n n i s child oo <l , included every phase of Zionist 

service, politicn, economic and cultura l. w;.,r; u good Hebraist . He served as 

Chairman of th United Palestine .\.ppeo.l , unC: t lrnn :3,s President of the Zionist 

Organizr.tion of ..'imerica , and 1.1s r11enber of the Jewish .°\.gency Exe cu ti vc, hcacl.inq its 

America.n section. 

In the 11.eform movement in . .merico.n ,Jud iism he played a le 1,ding part in changing 

its chn.ricter from a.nti-Zionist to pro-Zionist. i-1is pulpit in Cleveland, which he held 

for 45 ye~rs, came to be reco5 1ized as one o.~ th 1ost distinguished in the United 

Stutes. The City of Cl <: el1.11d honored .im is one of its 1€,idinc citizens . . '.t 

President Eisenhower I s In ugurs.l 1.e w,1.s chosen to deliver the Jewish pra.yer. In the 

midst of liis busy public life hE. foun time to write sev-er:il books of sc .~oLi.rly value. 

He w1s recognized a.s one ol ti:.e 1 -1.ding ~'.merican or,1.tors of his C::.c1: r. 

The chief intc r e: st of his lif e, however, wn.s Zionism. ~.e wn.s n. f amilL .. r and 

respected figure ~1.t ilorld Zionist Congresses where his speeches wer J listened to with 

rapt attention . 

.t.fter 1950 ho withdrew from Zioni s ·(, l e .,.,dership , but continued to s rve israel 

through Israel Bonds, vhere e w;1.s Chairm,in of tho Bon.rd oi' Governors, a.nd by occusional 

addresses for the United Jewish ~ ppc:1.l both in the United StG.tes rmd. 1.bro .-... d . 

\bba Hillel Silver w~s a pow rful defender ~nd n pow~rful ant gonist. Yot his 

70th birthd~y, recently celebr.· ted both in the United Stq,t s and in Israe l, brought 

forth univers :.::. l n.ccb,im . Aft 1.: r the p::i.ssin~ of Louis :C . Brandeis, ;~bba Hille l Silver , 

with Stephen L. '1 ist: M c! Louis Lipsky 11er • reg::i.rcled a.s th f or emost ..-'.merican Zionists 

of their ti□. 
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H&>iO'U.AL TRIBUTE TO .\.SBh HILLEL SILV.iR 
by: DR. ISRAEL 40LDST'BIN 

CFLUfiJ '..rJ-i KEREN H.AYESOD-U!JITED ISJ.i.EL 1~AL 
(P..adio Address) 

Mone who was associated with R.3.bbi Abba Hillel Silver in many of his Zionist 

activities, I deem it a solemn privilege to participate in this memorial tribute. 

If Dr. Silver's career rcc.ched its climax with the United Nations' resolution 

of November 29, 1947, there were important acts in the Zionist drama of his life 

which prepared for th1t clima.x.. Already in 1942 when he was Chairm::m of the United 

Palestine Appeal he publicly ex?ressed dissatisfaction with the attitude of the 

Roosevelt a.dministra.tion toward the Zionist progrrun, n.n attitude which w~s friendly 

in tone o.nc! in words wbile the St~te Depa.rtr.1ent wns not following suit in acts. 

These critic isms were reser.ted in mru:iy Jewish q,nd Zionist circles, as ?resident 

Roosevelt w~s extremely popular in the .'.merican press. 

In 1943 Dr. Sibrer bec1111e Co-Ch.:i.irr.10.n with Dr . Stephen S. Wise of the i'Jnerican 

Zionist fuerr,ency Council which r eiJrese;:ited t~1e concentration 0£ tho entire movement 

on its political objective. Lo.t( r he bocnrnP. its sole chairmo.n. The Biltmore program 

had defined the Zionist obj ective u.s "the este,blishr:lent of ~ Jewish Commonweal th in 

Palestine". In the \'Torld Zio:.ist Congress of 1931, where Partition was the issue, 

Dr. Silver had been one o~ the l oaders who with Ussishkin h~d opposed the program of n 

partitioned Palestine. He miint~ined that position to the end, both because he 

believed in it c.nd because he considered it to be tactically wise. 

His first important ch~i lenCTe w~s the ...raericr.i.n Jewish Conference convoked nt the 

end of 1943 as the representation of .:\meric n.n Je .. ,ry to consider and formulate the 

position of 1\rneric:m Jewry on the post-wnr Europe. It was the first united represen

tation of ,'.merican Jewry since the .American Jewish Congress which sent :i delegation 

to the ?eace Conference at V€rs~ill~s. Some of the deleg~tes to the .American Jewish 

Conference were chosen by populn.r locnl elections and others were appointed by national 

Jewish bodies. 

At this conference, the first ite□ was the ?alestinc resolution. Dr. Silver 

presented the rosolution for a Jevisl1 Co!tlmouwen.l th. It was a powerful a.ddress which 

swept the gre~t m~jority of the delegates off their f eet. Followinc I.Jr. Silver's 

address, the resolution W1S n.doptod by !l.11 overwi•e lming vote. The 1.merican Jewish 
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Committee, how ver, found it inpossible to go ~long with the m~jority r.solution and 

left the Conference. The .1.1.meric:m Jewish Conferencet howev r, went on with its work 

and continued for number of yenrs. The P~lcstine resolution and vr . Silv r's address 

was probably its ~ost drfll!latic □oment . 

. s n.cti ve hea.d of th .werica.n 'Zionist Er:mrgency Council, Dr . Silver inaugurated 

a. public relations :progr'.llr. unprecedented in its xtensiveness ·uid intensivcm ss to win 

American public opinion for the Zionist objective. Favorable planks were secured in the 

pre-election pln.tforrns of both the Democratic ~.nd the R.epublica.u p9.rties in 1944 and r.i,gain 

in 1948. By the time the issue reached, the United Na.tions , ;\Mericun public opinion and 

the position of the ~m1erican goverl1l'!lent under President Truman, w~re consolidated • 

.Abba aillel Silver's ..,cLi over.10nt at th United Nations , th refore, wc.s the 

culmination of a wf:11-pb.nned md vigorously pursued progrnm. 'This wo.s Abba, Hillel 

Silver's gre~tost sin3le achievement and the most eff~ctive single service of any 

Americ!\11 Zionist of his gener~tion. 



RABBI ABBA HU,UrJ SILYm -
HIS ~IE IN AMERICAJI REPhRM JUDAI91 

B.r Rabbi Morton M. Benun 

kol l,,ru.l --~ I 

1<~1 2,on I..# ·Sc J.,_"" -O 

Rabbi llaeritue, Temple Isaiah Israel, Chicaa, 
Director, English-Speaking Cnwitries, Keren Hayee,,d 

It is titting indeed that a •aaage ot tribute and consolati(,n gi, 

tn,a Zi.t,n to all ot world Jew17 ,,n the passing of Rabbi Abba Hillel Silwr, 

who tm■ bo7hood dreamed and labored fnr Zion's rebirth and rebuilding, with 

~H 
b,,undlese paaaion, unfailing dedicatif')ft and self-sacrificing tireless" He 

liftd and aerYed Zion in the West, but or him it may be said, t,.,o , hie heart 

vaa in the Kast. 

I have been asked ~ speak of Rabbi Si l ver not a s t he Zil'\ni st but as 

the Rabbi, but can separate Silver the Rabbi fn-,a Silftr the Zi"nist, who 
J,-~f' .... 

aaid ,.decadtt5ago : "Zionism as I see it, aims at the classic balance in Jewish 

li!eo Judaism is a en■powid ot many el ents. Maey tributa ries !L,w into 1 t, 

hist "rical channel, pn,phecy, l egalism, mysticism, hasidism. In recent ye r 

snme zealous and JQostly uninformed partisans haTe atteapted to reduce Judai 

t.o what is a fraction nf itself - t.o race or natir,nalism r fnlk--.ays cir 

theologic abstraeti,-,ns. Q.iite wi~nsciously they are falsifying Judai 
I 

Zionism is the national effort to rest,-,re the loat hanziony of Jewish lif • 

It aims at a recnnstituted totality of Jewish existence.-." 

Unless w understand Abba Hillel Silver's Zinni , w c 

his n,le as a Refnna Rabbi. His Zicinism explains his un l n 1 

tlf(') ge erationa to d the Ref,-,rm mov ent back tt, th tot 

C - ucc aatul e!t,-,rt, I st n ic t 

t C nd l der , the 

n, J elix , i 1 tt B 

join • 
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A graduate in 1915 of the Hebrew Unir,n College ( now merged with 

Stephen Wise's Jewish Institute of Religion), Silver founder as a boy of 

the Thendor Herzl Club in Manhattan's 1(,wer East Side, resisted the fierce 

impact of the instructi,,n of his Cincinnati teachers whn were svom tn the 

belief expressed in the Pittsburgh Plat!r,nn of 1885 that "we eonsider ourselves 

no longer a nation but a religir,us cnmmunity, and therefore expect neither a 

retum to Palestine, nor a sacrificial wr,rship, nnr the restoration nf tfllY of 

the laws cnnceming the Jewish State"o 

In his 1935 address on "IsCel" delivered at the Annual Session nf 

the Refnrm Central Ct,n!erence of American Rabbis, which he was later tn serve 

as President, Rabbi Silver denounced this doctrine that had grnwn nut of the 

misplaced faith of its tashir,ners that the Messianic age was abnut tr, arri•e 

and that there was no need any longer fr,r Jews to think of themselves as 

members or the Jewish nation but only as citizens of the lands in which the;r 

lived and as devntees of a prnphetic universal Jewish rellgir,n. Again and ag 

he snunded the call for a tntal Judaism - in which religion was --.a-:=.....;.:~.-...c.11u..::~ 

- first among equals - but not its whnleo 

In 1937 tpe Central Cnn!erence of American Rabbis replaced the 

Pittsburgh Platform with its Cnlumbus Platf"rm which Rabbi Silver help.cl to 

frame. The Cnlumbus Plat!nrm embraced the tr,tal program of Judaism, which 

Silver and r,thers had urged upon Ame ican Reform Jud ism. It reject d th 

dr,ctrine ,,r Israel as only a rellgir,us comnunity. It call d upon l J 

to rebuild the Jewish homeland. It stress not nnly th ral and 

demands r,l Judaism but "the preserva if\11 nf the ->abb th, !e ti v 1 

the retentinn and development of uc cu~ t.., , 

p0esess inspiratinnal value n of 1 f l 



srt and music and the use nf Hebrew ... ". 

Stressing the importance r,f Hebrew tn a later address, Habbi Sil~r 

said: "No Jewish eommunity can ever contribute culturally or schnlastically to 

Jewish life which did not fnster the Hebrew language and literature. Ne, Jewish 

Cr\mnunity ever survived fnr long which ignnred Hebrew... \oJe cannot eurvi ve 

withnut Jewish learning. nur people perishes for want of knowledge. An eapty 

bag cannot stand upright. 'he have armour againBt everything but "am harasyt". 

But leBt Jews forget that it is religinn which is indeed prtw, inter 

pares in JudaiS111., he pn,claimed in 1939, befnre there was a Jewish State, 

"Thoughtful men are eoming to understand that mankind's way back to frecd(,11 is 

the way which leads forward to God... Tr, the thoughtful Jews it is becnming 

increasingly clear that there are no substitutes in Jewish life fnr reli ~n. 

Neither philanthn,py nor culture nor nati"'nalism is adequate for the atreaa 

and challenge of our lives. 

"All these interests can and must find their rightful place within 

the gene:r,,us pattem of Judaism, but the pattem must be Judaism, the Jud&i• 

,.,f the T-,rah, the Synagogue, and the prayer-bor,k, the Judaism nf the priest, 

the pn,phet, the saint, the ntrstic and the rabbi, the Judaism which speaks 

r,f God and the wnrship ,,r Gnd, and the Commandments of G,.,d and the quest of Godo 

"The upbuilcting of a Jewish natinnal hnme in Paleetine is ,.,ne gre&t, 

urgent and hist-Orically inescapable task nf Jewry, the building of Jewish 

religi,,us life in America and elsewhere hrnughnut the wnrld, inclu~i Te f 

Palestine, is another one and is l'l(') substitute fn the nthero nne is n,,t 

opposed to the other". 
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I! we are to sWI up the faith r,f Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, do 
1 t best in the charge that he laid upnn the hearts ()f his rabbinic eoll 

•It ia this faith of Spiritual Return which we should offer to ,,ur peopl , 

and with it, the iln~rial task of natinnal restoration, n! Natinnal etum 

These two retums, the one spiritual, the ~ther national are the two elem t 

o! nur ancient C.,venant, 1•n •nu • :l • .,It n:i II' , "Return unto rne and I will 

redeem thee". 

As we Dnum Rabbi Abba Hillel s·1v r rev red t cher in Ju i , 
and a principal partner in th rest-, ... atinn -,f t Jewish tat , 1 J 

ust t e C ch h und ntly an p s i 
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In one week's time, the world lost two men of renowned stature; two 
men whose lofty ideals and principles were strikingly similar. 

The nation still mourns the loss of President John F. Kennedy. Now, 
we learn of the death of one of the world I s great spiritual leaders: 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver. 

Like President Kennedy, Rabbi Silver walked, talked and reasoned 
with many great men of the world; he was at home among them as he 
was at home in this community in which he lived and served for nearly 
half a century. 

In his own way, each man preached and strived for the dignity of man. 
Each assumed a personal responsibility to lift his .voice against the 
forces of hatred and tyranny among us. 

Rabbi Silver - the spiritual leader - was a liberal, as was 
President Kennedy - the political leader. From his rostrum at 
The Temple, the Rabbi addressed himself to topics not always 

·popular. He had a singular mind with which to reason, a singular 
eloquence with which to impart that reason to his people. 

Each man lived his life for the goal so simply, but beautifully stated 
by Senator Mike Mansfield in his eulogy to Pr~sident Kennedy: that 
there might be no room, no room at all, for hatred, bigotry, arrogance 
or inequity. 

As, during past days, we have paid tri~ute to the late President 
Kennedy, we now express our sorrow on the passing of Rabbi Silver. 

His presence left a deep impression on our community; his loss a 
grievous void. 

W J W offers a reasonable opportunity to reply to the views expressed in this editorial to a responsible person or group representing 
a si9nificont opposing viewpoint, provided request for reply time is submitted to W J W within one week of this broa~cost. 

A SERVICE OF STORER BROADCASTING COMPANY 
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Rabbi Silver, 70, Zioriist 
Leader, Dies in Cleveland 
CLEVELAND 1m - Rabbi delivered a eulogy at the independent Israel as the 

Abba Hillel Silver, one of the temple Sunday for the late principal aim of Zionism. 
principal architects of the President John F. Kennedy. He presented the Zionist 
modern state of Israel and a Rabbi Silver took part in a case before the United a
leader in world Je\\rry for historic conference of Amer- tions in 1947 and 1948 and 
nearly 50 years, died of a ican Jewry in ew York City on May 14, 1948, the state of 
heart at ta ck Thanksgiving in 1942 at which a definite Israel was officially pro-
Day. program was adopted defin- claimed. 

He and his family were ing the establishment of an DURING th t 10 sitting down to Thanksgiving . . e pas y~ar5, 
dinner in his home in sub- Rabbi Silver had received 
urban Shaker Heights when ~an~ ho~ors, ~wards and 
he complained of a shortness citations, ~ncludmg the Hu-
of breath and a tightening in ma~ Relations Award of t~e 
his chest. He was taken to . ational Confer~nce of Chm• 
Lakeside Hospital where he bans and Jews m 1958. 
died ' More than 2000 persons 

• gathered at a testimonial din-
RABBI Silver, 70, was ac- ner here last Jan. 20 to honor 

-companied to the hospital by Rabbi Silver on his 70th birth-
his wife, Virginia, and his day. 
two sons, Rabbi Daniel J . and "It's good to grow old 
kaphael D. among the people I love," 

"He was conscious and he Rabbi Silver told the gather-
even chatted with us," said ing. 
Raphael Silver. "This was He was born in Lithuania, 
totally unexpected. He had the son of Rabbi Moses Silver. 
been in the best of health." His family came to this coun-

Funeral will be held at 11 try when he was eight years 
a.m. Sunday at The Temple, old and he grew up on ew 
w~re he had been spiritual York's Lower East Side. 
leader for more than 45 
years. 

Rabbi Silver was to have 
WHEN HE was 11 years 

old, Abba Silver and a group 
of friends established the 
Herzl Zion Club, a group that 
espoused the Zionist beliefs 
of Dr. Theodore Herzel. This 
was America's first Hebrew
speaking Zionist organization. 

Following graduation from 
Townsend Harris High School 
in 1911, he entered Hebrew 
Union College in Cincinnati 
and at the same time he at
tended the University of Cin
cinnati. He was graduated 
from both in 1915, complet
ing the nine-year rabbinical 
program in four years. 

Rabbi Silver was spiritual 
leader of the Eoff St. Temple 
in Wheeling, W. Va., from 
1915 until he was appointed 
rabbi of the temple here in 
1917. He was a fifth gener
ation rabbi in his family. 

CALLED the father of un
employment insurance in 
Ohio, Rabbi Silver persuaded 
the Consumer League of Ohio 
in 1928 to study unemploy
ment and unemployment in
surance. He later framed the 
first state legislation on un
employment insurance. 

During the 19309, Rabbi 
Silver devoted much of 

t:,!)ii t:,'it, iYl'1ll'?!i'i9 - .1l~?'n''ip 1'1 1,t,liT iyi'D 1Y1''1'K li0'iil 1iD i1'ii? 
t:,i'DYll' "'i1 iyly:i,,i:,w,~D - .c,t:,y~,1 l:vl"1P Y1"1'1C l'K ,,,,,c, o,,,~ 
-,,i tiD iyi'D 1yiiy1 lll!? lYi,, T'K - ,i1::>i?~ iyW'1'K i~D 137-,, l'K 'l~~p 
Y'l'?Yi llYii iy::>'l ?l5J tiD iyOl!Di,c - .yp,,y~I ,1'1 lluy,i,:2 iYW'"°'l 

• lYl~1D 371"1'1 Yl"~:1l ?I 1i1 

'IY'-ltcTiJ. lJ0iip "nl ,, ,Vfi?lCP 
i;,1 i;o:::i.¥ ,1¥' 9 l'?l"nJl lJDJl 
,,,,,,0 ,,n ac:::i.ac ,,1,acy11 ,.,,, 
-Yl WDlCTil we, p ,,,,I '1 0-., 

.,,, 4 l'IC 0:llC D 
'lC:::Stci c,, ,~ow j'OV,J l"T 
J'IC 'IY0?lCi1Jl 1Jn?'0 .ii 0ti1 
,ll'?'i1n ,?IDJO 0,,00 '1Y ~ 
0,n 1911 t'• .y,l,1m,,n·00:,n 
ClCl':llC1 a,, w0u,1,,:::s,. ,, 
,,,;,,, 'l'ilC "?10JD 'irT• TIii 
0DlC a" ,1ltc?n,;p r• ,i'l:,TIJ 
40 1J:l'IC lJO?lC:"tJl),¥ 1J D¥i1 
-ya, 'tc:itc,. wn,1 ,,. i, .,,, 
DlCl':ltci tn'OPlC Cl" til •c 0'1 
,,:::i.,, ,J T l"T wa lJl1~'• 0¥i1 

.i,n',,0 ?l'l1 
·',,0 .,, ~n ,itc llC' lJ01V, 
,D?lC 11,C' 70 JJ1¥nJl f'IC i,n 
D1J"llJl llJ0lJ1' :!Jl l"T T'IC 

cont . on nrxt p ,.e 

lJ1',:lJl T'I ,rn',,0 'ni1 IC:::SIC 
i1MIWD iJl'''l::11 I "::1 m,n,1 
T'IC i, lJn ,yot', ,1llC01"'l l'I 
lJD,pJl 1J T'IC ,-, 9 J,nJl 0?lC 
,JP91JDI l"P ti,0~ Jl"T D'D 
')'ii ))JJTlC::1 1'T Dfi1 i1MIW~ '1 
iacn ,P,f' ,,2 J11D ,,,0 D0'1C 1" 
1'T 0fi1 'ni1 l:llC i:,:u,, 1J1 
lJl ,,r,,-r tile 0JnTT¥i1JllD'ilC 
;,,i,:i, I ,;,;,,, '1 l'I m,n,1 
,,,.,,n rac i,1 0'r,p0·,,n ,,. 

.;n,n 
1:UJ::1"JJl0'ilC 1'f DIJi1 1J 
i,00,,,., l"T l'• n,a,,n a,a 
D1Ji1 1J ,,, 0":IIJl TII ,DlJli' 
1'JnlC ,, ,,. ,., p0.,,n 0l'1l1Jl 
lJD ,.,, ,'0Jl'0l'0 l"i:' m,a,1 
-,1,,0,,IC '"T lJ:!JlJl 0'1C 01Ji1 
lJliJ? i1 D"P:l'?lJD J:l'?l",i 
-,l I lJl'01¥1 l'I 1'0"1:1"',l 
ll'l,, ,,:i,n r• til DJD'TiJn 

'lC:2'1 - ,29 ,'n¥l ,1llC'm'',p 
.D,,tc:::s·a;,,, ,,,,,'r0 ',',;, Cl 
,n,11 ,l'i1lD i,ra0,l,'I ,,a 
ti• ai0l,-T'IC i,ltc;,,,,DI r• 
l'I D"j:l:l'?lJnJI Jt,lJl'DIS11 
,lJ:IV, 1JllC?,,,DI 0Jl"DJl?lC 
t:::i.,,aw,1 a,1,,1 lJ0:IYl ,, ,,1 
1JnJl T'I 1J ,JPlC0lCT1lCi1 lC l'IID 

.0,, ,., 70 
lC lJDUJl 01Ji1 i,,,',,0 ,,i 
·l¥? ,,,,, l'I ?"Dll lJl'"TlJ1'11 
ti• ,rw,,,1 ,o,:i,, i,n,op,,00 
i,:::sg .,;,,,,a, r• ,1Jl"DJl?lC 
D¥i1 lJ:IJ' lJ0?tcn,,, r2tcl J"T 
.,00'li'I i1 lJ::lJlJlllf 1'f i, 
Dl(i1Jl DIJi1 iJ til ,OJ::litc ,,W 
D'D 1J1'rlTT i1 i1'!)f J0,,,l '"T 
a,1 T'l lJD"j:ll'IJID J0',il Jl"T 
1JMIJ00'i1 ~ 'fl0 lJ:1"1l'T 
,:,r,,1 1JlJl"I Jg itcll 'IDlCP 

. ',r,w,-r,a r1 n:i,,a 



?i'1¥t3'1Y 

•itc j;O i.l l,'l, T ,,i ,tolts?tslO•il)l1l:'i "l,'Ci,ii.l KJK . 1 ,,JKi jU) t:'~t:l ii'll, '.)i?~ i:';'K 
·l,'eet c,K jl)~~ii ,7y~,,p.l,Kl,'D l)'C''it(~tcT .ltsl jl)i8

1 

its!) t:l?~ii l,''C',i,K ,, Oijii ,;i~:·•o 'm 
·yots i £l OJ ilil,'1~!) yi:~o j K t:)=~i=i~•.l i~•!Q y, j~£) :,'£l!::,'i' i·oo: IOi~ ,.,,K j :l c;;•,K 

cr,li,l il,'l~~,, •)>iK PK ii:i?O i~:,,,,K ,~·, Ji£) .rnK,'lMJ 
-,!) ts j,K jl,'ii;.l i'K it1i? C ??ii ~:K .""1 T,K , )tsi Ci8£l~'i i~'IOll,'l,Ot5i!! ~ _.?Ki'C', 
-,,1,·r:ts pEl o;,,~oo 3:;tS N( V?8i i~l i;j; ~·~,,:;r.:ts ,~·:•K o-:'it(J i:;it,ii:;.l ,~'ii •o . ,, 
il)1 jHl 1'0'0 j K .C:i li ~ !O?j;ii jiK i;m~p -J~0,?'0 ts ii te7!)i~ i~'i~.: i:,'1 i~•:•K j:K 
•jpl,'.l il,'ii,,C . ,, i'K m~n, -io,~'ii i:,'l::"'i"~ i~'Elr.:,-p ts 1i jiK CT,l ,,~ ji£l i~'i'u ',~·:-•o 
• ,~ j~•;~p,i:,-r.ts j'El t!F:ts'C'i:,'i'El i~'1 i'.) j~•~ .Cit:l~'~iK j K ;t$i~•:•K t:::,'i :,'~' 'K i~~ 

.Ci'l ,,v-• .. "" , .... • ,:-, i. ,,v-. , .... ,... •~ , •• 

I 

... ~, ., ....... , ,. ~. I -~• I ~I,,;\),. I~ I 

~~'1i i:,' i~•::,';-~· ~ i~t ,;;?~i :;:.1,itci!C:'i1 ~ t::'l jiK ~•-; i~•r.:~ ;•K i.:'l ,j~•:,, ; j .. p i'T i:; -,,, i"i'",c ii .,._.,.. '"i"1' ,,-.,. .... ,,"'I, .. ·1"l .. ,· ... ,..,.,. •••• ., .... - ..... ,... • .!''''' .... K ii.. "' ' I • .., .;, I I , I"' "' I ... ,, .. "' ' "' .. .. - '" "' "' I"' ... I .I I I .... ., I I I"' I .... , I" I "' , , .. \: -'-u• jVC\ "''V"•,"• ._.,4,,,.,, i"j ''"'I ,,..., :-• • '-""""1, ""' .,,,,..,,, .. .,,_,,., "•1••1 ""V ,•• •, •~""-"" '~ 1 o- ,-j~~ ,. ' "._ ~.. . , - ... , -- '-,'- ~ .. 1,'- 1.-.-1 .._~_. ,- ~ • \) ,, ..... \:TI \:' ... 

: j~'t::tSiO:i,Hl'ic-; T K i:,t IO£ltsZ'i~':. ~•p i~' l i~''C''t!i:'l:,'.) c::,:1 1~£l ;;it:' 'i£~ .:t ~• i:; 
i~!) :;•:.i?ijT~'i i j;•:;J·,:;JlS i'K i~'v'i,i~ 'l ,,J ,, .. 

?~i'C', tti~ 1 K :i""i' ••tt• ~•~ ., ... ••••~ ......... , .. ,,,... ... i ... , ••·•"· ••• .,_. "" • I ' - "' I.., ,, .. ~._.,.., .. "' I,., ,.,, \:, , .. ' , .. ,~ ~-
iV'C',1'K 1:;1 ji5' J.r:,,'t:'C't:llts ip 1~J j .i1 .CT,li :. i~'ltsv i~•r.~ ji!: t:£-tse' ~':':> °:P 
to!:itsi:Vl t:ilS:, et5it:l t: e,m ,p j:,,,, ,m•,. -,·~ i't:i,r. i~·op~i~:;;o,·~ i,j''~v~!:l rt~ :;i· •o 
t:llSil ,ilts? i !) ,i::lD,~N ,,:),jl'( jl,'i~'i1 i!)J, 7~l .er,; 
j;:to' p.:i•t:ii·to ,, i'.. IO~O"!,,i;il ,,r 'il,'ii?'O .-11 -,~, i'l ,v, :j,iK .?'"Pr.J ,~·m, i:?~ it;; 
~,yotsr c~n ,?. !?ts trl't-m~•T-: 1l,'IO ijl l' c~·, j:' •tSiiP£l,1N 7,T t:t$;'i ,, ~K j ,,•~c UC•!'( ,~·~ 
,,K i11 jU) jl):-',J'l:!il)1ts~ ,, its!: j~1lti:,. c:;r.,, ~~•J Otsiil,'l j,iC' ,,r ,; c~;-; ,::3,•;~~•j 

-,y,ts:::1 l,''C',,,K l'"'l-'Tll) its!l ,, ,n;,,o ,v~
1
,,r il-'::l'1ii1ll~ oe-,1: i:tSi: CtSi ,;::n,;i•'.) c;~ 

il)1 l jiK ,il]il:0:? l)il:ilts p~ i!!e',ll,'!J j !) IO!)tse'il]i,£l il,'1 i~'t:lliK i1:;)' '1DC'ilC:l 
?Kit:!, m,,c its!l T':,,tsD il)!)tsfi1 1l v,::~ s1 .~:;"Vii .,, .l•nJo n·c,iil o:;, 

.C1lijY?K-,~, ji!l ~,i~iij!) i':ii T jU) il,'i,£lllS il,'i jl,'""!tSi'~'.l T,N i,i~·;,c, .ii 
:'?l,'.l ,y,,,,c .,, r,N )~I!) jl,'!Qlj)? 1,,, T':I ,nts jiK y::,,,ioll,'J , "l~l :.;,p il,''C''~C li'~ ~ 

~ - j~'ll .l',;)il,'::l,K jil'< iV?~l,'1,N ~l"T ,,,to ~tsiil,'J 7,r j~ CJ~'l1' j' T j',D i:; t:(S:- C.1ilC 
1,·,:,, .p,~D il-'~,i'~ ii~ JiT ,~,,,,~~·.:i .cr,J;,~ ii!: rnio.•,iee-,ts!) ,:;, i;) c~·:-:,:~~:.:i 

j"T jiK l:T•J;,~ Cil C":-:~:;~:,-;~•;j~•;:•~ t,,r 

Rabbi Abba Hillel ilvcr. honorary pres 
ent and former prc~ident of the Zioni 
rganization of America, ha died in Cle 
nd. a~ reported in la ter ccl itions of Th 
ime.v ) e terday. He \\a 70. 
Rabbi bba Hillel Silver \\a born 
ein~tadt, Lithuania, on January 28. 189 
e l.ellled in the United States when 

hild and wa educated there. at the n 
ersity of Cincinnati and at the Hebre 
nion College. On hi graduation fro 
e e in,titution in 1915 he took up a 

ppointmcnt a rabbi at Wheeling, Tw 
ars later he became rabbi of a large 

nd more important community in Clev 
nd. Ohio. 
Silver, by profe ~ion a rabbi. was ho 

vor far more widel y and better know 
s a Jewish leader and as an orator. In th 
tter capacity he had the gift of movin 
most of mesmerizing. his aud ience, e p 

·ally one drawn from the common peopl 
d this capacity accounted for the remar 

control he secured over hi aud ie 
ially in the service of the Zio 

e. It also no doubt contributed ap 
bly to his quid. ri e in the hie a r 
Zion ist leader hip in the U nited . tat: 
ere hi gifts brought h im speedily to th 
. In an Engli h- peak ing aud ience fe 
Id withstand his eloquence and 
sivenc . Amo ng tho e whose to 
ever was not Engli h he wa no 

ce sful. Thus his influence in Zi 
les outside of orth merica fell 
that wh ich he atta ined there. ln 

nitcd late he wa at one time in Zion1 
rcle uprcme. one other c uld attai 

the ~ame height. In Palestine and i 
uropc, however, hi pc ial aifts had I 
ppo rtunity. a con,;equcncc • • fl 
cc in world Zioni t affair wa ha 

e de ired. ven en tJ,e nited th 
ld-e tabli hed Zi ni t lead i h 
ad outst-ippcd were not alto .. th a 
d time ho cir di pl i 

wa alwa i 
. He had al• 
lly in Clcvelan 
n rat 

in J 
v Pr 

nd 
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Rabbi Silver Often Stood Firm 
on Unpopular Issues in ·Temple · 
By JULIAS h.""lt.-\ WCHECK 

A legendary figure hile 
he wa still alive, Rabbi 
Abba Hillel Silver left his 
imprint jn little behind-the 
scene vignettes as well as in 
his eloquent discourses from 
the pulpit. 

He wa not a man to be 
challenged easily. When a 
member of the Temple com
plained to Abe :M. Luntz, 
then president of the con
gregation, on certain minor 
policies of the T e m p l e, 
Luntz turned tiredly and 
said: 

duck an issue because his 
position ran counter to that 
of wealthy members of his 
congregation, who naturally 
were large contributors to 
the Temple. 

One such incident, among 
many, occurred in the 1920's 
when the rabbi resigned 
from the Chamber of Com
merce because of what he 
called its antiunion policie . 
Rabbi Silver took a firm 
stand from the pulpit on 
issues notwithstanding the 
fact many members were 
heads of industrial and busi
ness concerns not known 
for their love of organized 
labor. 

"I've been complaining 
about the same things for 
years-and getting nowhere. 
You don 't know Rabbi Sil- Conversely, he remained 

a firm friend of the late ver!" 
Sen. Robert Taft when Taft's 

HE WAS OT a man to foreign policy views conflict-

cc with the sentiments of 
the majority of Rabbi Sil
ver's congregation. 

THE RABBI, a massive 
figure on the pulpit and an 
overpowering intelect in pri-

ate conversation, had rare 
diplomatic gifts. But he also 
had a formidable temper 
when it was a1 oused. 

Once, when a -newspaper 
reporter asked him to veri
fy and comment on the fact 
that a egro family had 
joined the Temple, Rabbi 
Silver expressed himself in 
thunderous disapproval. 

I 

"I can't see that th.is is 
anything to write about " he 
snapped. "Good day, sir!" 
He wanted to shield the e
gro family from publicity 

and possible crank calls. : 

W i t h all his eloquence, 
R a b b i S i 1 v e r was once 
caught short for words from 
a totally unexpected source. 

HE HAD JUST made a 
talk before the younge t 
members of the Temple's re
ligious school. He spoke of 
Jewish heroes of olden 
times, and the whys and 
~ herefores of certain Jew
ish customs, and at the con
clusion he invited questions 
from his pint-sized listeners. 

One cherub, who had been 
gazing intently at a light fix
ture high up in the dome of 
the Tewple s a n c t u a r y, 
asked: 

"Rabbi, how do tfty get 
up there to change the light 
bulb -when it burns out?" 

Parking Plans Arranged for Sil've,r Ri,tes 
The good rabbi hemmed 

and hawed, and sparred for 
time. 

Arrangements were com
pleted today to accommodate 
more than 4000 persons in 
the halls and rooms of the 
Temple for funeral services 
at 11 a. m. tomorrow for 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver. 

The services will l>e ampli
fied to all rooms and also 

Participants in the fune
ral enice will be Rabbi 
Athrur J. Lelyveld of Fair• 
mount Temple, Rabbi Solo
mon Freehof of Pittsburg, 
Dr. Emanuel Neumann of 
New York, Sen. Fr.ank J. 
La u s c h e Rabbi Milton 
Matz of the Temple and 
R a b b i L e on F e u e r of 
Toledo. 

outdoors to an expected over
flow crowd paying last re
spects to the world renowned 
Jewish leader. 

Additional parking wm be 
available ,at Mt. Sinai Hosp,i
tal. on the west side of An
sel Rd. only; E. 105th St. 
Market's lot between E. 105th 
and 101st St. 

Jewish Meeting 
The Jewish C o m munily 

Federation has re-scheduled 
its 60th annual dinner meet
ing for Sunday, Jan. 12, in 
the Temple. Originally set 
for tomorrow night, the 
event was postponed because 
of the death of Rabbi Abba 
Hillel Silver. 

A city-wide memorial trib-

Lot behind the Central a
tional Bank branch from E. 
101st to E. 97th Sts.; Wom

"You kno, ,'' he finally 
answered, ''I ve often won
dered about that myself." 

en's Hospital fot, north of ,----------
Chester Ave. only, and the 
Severance Hall lot. 

Shuttle bus service be
tween Severance and the 
Temple will be available. 

Is Re-Scheduled 
ute to Rabbi Silver i being 
planned for January by the 
f ederalion. 

All health a n d physical 
education activities of Jew
ish Community Center will 
be canceled between 11 a. m. 
and 1 p. m. tomorrow, be
cause of the funeral of Rabbi 
Silver. 

Close Temple School 
All classe of t h e 

Temple's r e Ji g i o u s 
school have been closed 
until next Saturday. All ~ 
social events have been 
canceled for the re
mainder or December. 

Brotherhood 
Group Praises 
Rabbi Silver 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
"epitomized our every ideal, 
our every hope and our 
every desire for the present 
and the future of our na
tion and its citizenry.' 

This tribute was paid the 
late spiritual leader of the 
Temple in a statement by 
the ational Conference of 
Christians and Jews in ew 
York. 

"Few men have gi n so 
much of themselve to so 
many,'' the statement said, 
adding, "The world wa.& hi.3 
congregation." 



ributes to Rabbi Silver 
Come From Far and Near 
Tributes to Rabbi Abba HU- its tribute to his memory." "gave us a profound pride in 

lel Silver, described as "an NCCJ's pre s i d e n t, Dr. our heritage and its rele-
• outstanding voice of Ameri- Lewis Webster Jones, is at- vance." 
can Jewry," who died unex- tending the ecumenical coun- , 
pectedly Thanksgiving Day, cil in Rome, Brown said. L_O I L. 
reached here yesterday from Brown added : "We are par- c~airman of the Israel Bond 
persons and organizations at ticularly proud that the con- dmner, scheduled. for next 
home and afar. ference bestowed its highest Wednesday at Fa 1 rm o u n t 

The World Zionist Organiza- brotherhood award on this Temple, said: "There is a re
tion, from its American head- great gentleman during his luctance on the p~r~ of Ol!-f 
quarters in New York, de- lifetime." mem~ers to parti~ipate m 
scribed Rabbi Silver as a what 1s generally a Joyous oc-
" great American and a great ABRAHAM FEINBERG, casion following the two great 
Jew. president of t~e ~tate of Israel tragedies that have occurred 

1 
"Dr. Silver was the major Bonds orga~abon; Sam~el the past _week." . 

architect of the struggle to Roth~ert, national campaign The_ dm~~r, he said , has 
rally the support of American ch a 1 rm a~• and ~oseph J. been mdefmitely canceled. 

1 
public opinion and to galva- Schwartz, vice l?re?ident, all The Tem~le, on E. 101_st 
nize the Jewish communit, of ew York, said m a state- trc t at ilvcr Park, will 

1• around the demand for Jewish m~nt: . . have special parking arrange-
statehood. We will miss his l';l th~ pulpit, _m t~e com- ments for Rabbi Silver's fu-

1 trenchant thinking, his life- murn_ty, m the nation_, m Israe~ neral, which will be tomor
long dedication to the cause a~d ~ the. ~orld, ~s (Rabbi row at. 11 a.m. 
of Zion reborn." SD:ver ~) vision, his_ ~cholar- Parking areas that will be 

I The statement was signed ship, his unco_mp~ormsmg per- avaiable include : Mount Sinai 
I· by Dr. Nahum Goldmann, severe.nee, his mco~parable Hospital lot on the west side 
president of the World Zion- o~atonc~ powers, his love of of ~sel Road N.E. only; 

I ist Organization; Moshe Sha- Zion, which was the very core parking lot at E. 105th Street 
rett, former prime minister Market betwee~ E. 105th 

1 of Israel who is now chair- Bod Y to Lie Street; a lot behind the Cen-
1 man of the Jewish Agency for in State Today tral ational Bank from E. 
, Israel and Dr. Emanuel Neu- 101st Street to E. 97th Street; 
' mann; chairman of the Amer- The body of Rabbi Abba Woman's Hospital lot north of 
; ican section of the Jewish Hillel Silver will lie in state Chester Avenue N.E. only, 

Agency. at The Temple, E. 101st and the Severance Hall park
Street at Silver Park, from ing lot. A shuttle bus will op-

, A MEMORIAL SERVICE 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. today in erate between Severance Hall 
for Dr. Silver will be held at the main sanctuary. and the Temple. 
the office of the American The funeral service will 
section, 515 Park Avenue, be held at 11 a.m. tomor- RABB I IL VER had 
New York, Tuesday at 1:30 row. planned to deliver a euglogy 
p.m. The family will be at to the late President Kennedy 

Participants will be Dr. home, 19810 Shaker Boule- Sunday at The Temple. 
Goldmann, Dr. Neumann and vard, Shaker Heights, to the His prepared text is long 
Sharett who will arrive from immediate family and out- and philsophical. Of the slain 
Israel on Monday evening. of-town guests tomorrow president, he planned to say: 
Leaders of all Zionist groups after the funeral: They will "He was a young president 
in the United States have been be at home to friends on and he spoke to the heart of 
invited to participate. Monday through Thursday young America and to all who 

DR. STERLING W. BROWN, from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. had the hope!ul heart of youth 
ti · ·ct t ... He was like a young eagle 

execu v~ vice presi en of of his life-these were the in- soaring high. 
the. ~abonal Conference of gredients of great and states- "H did t b 1 t th 
Christians and Jews, sent a manlike leadership which won t e ~o the 

0
~-g do 1: message. for him a special place in the ca egory O e ire 0 

"Few men have given so hearts of American Jewry. statesmen_ •• : caught and 
much of themselves to so ~eld fast m _their weary rou-
many and Rabbi Silver was M. E. GLASS, president of tines, dreammg of worlds for
a towering figure of strength the Jewish Community Fed- ever gone the helples~ agents 

1 and courage amidst the most eration, announced that a of recurrent '_VOrld disasters. 
1 respected and loved " the city-wide memorial tribute to "He was_ dif!erent. There 

t

. stat.ement said. "F~m his Dr. Silver, under sponsorship wa~ da:wn _m his outlook and 
d 

• . of the Federation is being sprmg m his call. He was the 
, counsel we. reape guidance, planned to be in J~uary torch of a new vision. 
from his wtsdom we g3:thered "Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver ". . . Here is a sorrow for 

I knowledge an~ from his con- was a national figure and a all of us-but also high hope, 
cem we received encourage- Id fi ,, Gla "d hope that his life will inspire ment wor gure, ss sai , . 

r " • . "but Cleveland was his home other lives-that our people 
World Jewry 1s rtghtly d ·t . h b will be t will look to his example his 

• f th d bt f t an 1 1s ere e mos , conscious o e e o gra • f dl • d H message and his mission and 
itude it owes its beloved rab- dpro oounsntrytemd ithrs 8 e gh. ·d· de in a chastened spirit ' will 
b" th w Id f Ch • f ·t em a ou ee s • 1, e or o ris 1am_y as well as words the impor- forego the hate which turns 
sho~ be no less profound m tance of community obliga- brother against brother, and 

tlon" people against people, hope 
• that they will resolutely pre-

RABBI ALAN S. GREEN of serve in the ways of progress 
Temple Emana ~ DJO South and peace." 
Green Road, South Euclid, 
181d: 

"Rabbi S 11 v e r Intimately 
touched the course of life of 
two generations of Jewish 
youth who grew up, as I did, 
in Cleveland. 

"His eloquent moral de
mands on our current society, 
always welling up out of the 
whole well of Jewtah his
tory," Rabbi Green iald, 

ubli merica. 
145 East 32 Lreet, 
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The Spirit of Freedom 

TH advent of Hanuka i a peren
nial remainder that freedom i not 
inherited but must be won in every 

generation. 
This year the Fe tival sea on ha been 

clouded over by grievou bereavement in 
the death of John F. Kennedy, Abba 
Hillel Silver, and Herbert H. Lehman. 
Jewry and the wider community are united 
in common orrow, for these illustriou 
on eTved all humanity. Each in hi own 

way embodied the pirit of Hanuka; each 
e emplified in hi life the unending trug
gle for man· liberation, the triving for 
"the parliament of Man, the federation of 
the world." 

The country is impoverished by the lo s 
of such men, yet enriched by their legacies 
of noble endeavor and achievement. 

ZOA Leaders Named 
For Silver Rites 

The follo\\-ing ZOA leader , 
from all section of the coun
try were de ignated by Pre i
dent Max Nu baum to rep
~esent the Organization at the 
Juneral service for Dr. Abba 
Hillel Silver held in Cleveland 
on December I : 

Abe Banchek, Seymour Ber
man, David S. Bern, J. B. 
Berm,tein, Max Bre Jer Ben
jamin G. Browdy, Har~ld W. 
Carmely, Rabbi Armond R. 

ohen, Frank Colb, Fred Dia
mond, Benjamin J. Doft, 
Judge Henry Ellenbogen Shoo
lem Ettinger, Abraham E. Fin
kelstein, Rabbi Leon Fram· 

Jacob Gilbert, Abraham 
Goodman, Jacob Goodman 
Leo Gro_ss, Joseph Hill, David 
T. Horvitz, Dr. Paul Hurwitz 
Dr. Morris Hyman, Judge Ir~ 
Kaufman, Rabbi r U her 
Kir hblum, Judge J. E. Klau · 

Rabbi Morris A. Lande '. 
Jack Lefkowitz, Rabbi Mose 
Lehrman, Sidney J. Letush, 
Dr. Marcu Levinson, Rabbi 
Monon Levy, M. Ben Lewi 
J. Abe Liff, Julius Livingston' 
David Lowenthal, Dr. Samuei 
Margoshe , Dr. Sidney Marks 
Mortimer May, Dr. W. L. Me: 
dalie, Abe J. Miller Rabbi Irv-
ing Miller; ' 

Dr. Emanuel Neumann 
Rabbi Loui J. Node!, Loui

1 

Nu baum, Dr. Max Nus . 
baum, Carol Pickel, Loui Pi
ser, Milton Pollack, Abraham 
A. Redelheim, Aaron Riche 
Dr. Monon J. Robbin , Rabbi 
Rudolph M. Rosenthal · 

SamueY Saul, Jr., 'Harold 
Schencker, Harry She kin 
Rabbi Jo ph S. Shubow, Ber: 
nard Shulman, Milton J. Sil
~rman, Phil Slomo itz, Mau
rice A. Smoler, Judge Simon 
E. Sobeloff, A. M. Sosna; 

Jacque Torez ner, I. s. 
Tu~over, Morton Wa, , Morri 
Weinberg, Rabbi Irving W in
gan, Dr. Bernard Weston 
_Mendel Wilkow, Ben R. Win: 
1d .. Charle. Wolf, Jacob Wolle 



AM:RICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES lmION 
156 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK, NEtl YORK 10010 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS ON THE DEATH OF 
RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

The members of the Board of Directors of the American Civil 

Liberties Union express their profound respect for the life and works 

of Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver and t~elr sense of grief and loss Jccasioned 

by his death on November 29, 1963. Rabbi Silver's warw cor.c2rn for the 

human values pursued by the ACLU and his contribu tions toward broadening 

the Nation's und~rstanding cf its hcrit ~ge of liberty, justice and 

equality, which led t o hi s service on the Union's rational Committee, 

were significant pnrts -:,f a p;rs.;-nality _,f cxtraor L:-, ..: rily wiC.:1.;: in.terests. 

Spiritual leader, author, and mover of men, his life enriched the lives 

of all of us. 

The Board extends its since:::-e con<lolencc to the oecbcrs of his 

iTJ1:1ediatc faoily. 

Adopted December 2, 1963 



ZOA Leaders Named 
For Sliver Rites 

The following ZOA leaders 
from all section of the coun
try were designated by Pre i
dent Max Nussbaum to rep
resent the Organization at the 
foneral services for Dr. Abba 
Hillel Silver held in leveland 
on December I : 

Abe Banchek, Seymour Ber
man, David S. Bern, J. B. 
Bernstein, Max Bressler, Ben
jamin G. Browdy, Harold W. 
Carmely, Rabbi Armond R. 
Cohen, Frank Colb, Fred Dia
mond, Benjamin J. Doft, 
Judge Henry Ellenbogen, Shoo
lem Ettinger, Abraham E. Fin
kelstein, Rabbi Leon Fram~ 

Jacob Gilbert, Abraham 
Goodman, Jacob Goodman, 
Leo Gross, Joseph Hill, David 
T. Horvitz, Dr. Paul Hurwitz, 
Dr. Morris Hyman, Judge Ira 
Kaufman, Rabbi I. Usher 
Kirshblum, Judge J . E. Klau; 

Rabbi Morris A. Lande , 
Jack Lefkowitz, Rabbi Moses 
Lehrman, Sidney J. Letush, 
Dr. Marcus Levinson, Rabbi 
Morton Levy, M. Ben Lewi , 
J. Abe Liff, Juliu Livingston, 
David Lowenthal, Dr. Samuel 
Margoshe , Dr. Sidney Mark , 
Mortimer May, Dr. W. L. Me
dalie, Abe J. Miller, Rabbi Irv
ing Miller; 

Dr. Emanuel Neumann, 
Rabbi Loui J. Nodel, Louis 
Nus baum, Dr. Max Nus -
baum, Carol Pickel, Louis Pi
ser, Milton Pollack, Abraham 
A. Redelheim, Aaron Riche, 
Dr. Morton J. Robbin , Rabbi 
Rudolph M . Rosenthal ; 

Samuel Sau), Jr., Harold 
Schencker, Harry Sheskin, 
Rabbi Joseph S. Shubow, Ber
nard Shulman, Milton J. Sil
berman, Phil Slomovitz, Mau
rice A. Smoler, Judge Simon 
E. Sobeloff, A . M. Sosna; 

Jacque Torczyner, J. S. 
Turover, Morton Wa , Morris 
Weinberg, Rabbi Jrving Wein
gart, Dr. Bernard We ton, 
Mendel Wilkow, Ben R. Win
id.:, Charle Wolf, Jacob Wolk . 
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Rabbi Silver Often Sto-- Firm 

Unpopular Issues • 
I m le 

J "LI.\.· KRAW HE K 

legendary figure whtl 
h was s ill alive, Rabbi 
.-\bba IItllcl ilv r lefl his 
imprint rn little behind-the 
cene: vI n lles a. w II a. in 

ht eloquent di, rour~c from 
th pulpit. 

\\a. no a man to be 
eng d ea 1I~ . \\'h n a 
ber of the Temple l'Om

ed to A ,1. Luntz. 
pre id n f th on-
tion. on ·tain minor 

of the Te mp 1 . 
turn d tired! • and 

I' e been c mplaming 
t the am thin for 
- and gettmg nowhere. 
don't know Rabbi ii-

'OT a man to 

duck ar 1 . ue beraus his ed \\ ith I he scntIm nts of 

po. 1tion ran counter to that the maiont~· of Raltbt • 11-

of \\ alt hy member. of h1- ,er·. congrt'gat11>n. 

con reg;,tion. \\ ho naturally 
\\ere la ·ge ontnbutor. lo 

the Tem >le. • 
On . PL'h 111c1clent. arno11e 

manv, or urr d ,n the 19:!0 -. 
\\ h i1 I'" -- bt re 1gned 
from ti er of ·om
mC'rtc 
C"a!led 1 

I 

d 

ma, . 
of n 

n . or t 

for their lo 
labor. 

onver cly, I e remained 
a firm friend of the lat 
, en. Rob rt Taft, hen Taft'. 
foreign pnhc iew conflict-

TIil , n \ BBi a J, i . "> 
I,,u e on the J ulpll Id an 

o,·crpo,\·cnng mt led n pn
\ .tl<' 1·omcrsat ion. ha I tar ' 

d1plomatil' gilL. But I al o 
II.id a torm1tlable t 1111wr 
\\ lwn It \a,-. :11mI d. 

m·r. v, 11•11 a ne\.pap r 
rPportrr a. k <I 111111 to , n 
fr and omn l'llt on th fact 
t iiat a Ci!ro l amil) had 
"ntnNI th T mplc, ltahb1 

11\ r ,pn• _ ed him If m 
thunderou di. appro\a ' 

'I can 't : e that th1 i. 
,myth mg to \\ rite abo1, " h 
:,napped. "Good da~. sir! ' ' 
Ile wanted to h1eld ti e . ·e
~ro family from pu 1city 

and possible crank calls. 

W i t h all h1 eloquence, 
R a b b i ~ i I v e r wa one~ 
ea 11 r1ht . hort for word, from 
a totally unexpected . ourc 

II E JI .\ D Jl, T made a 
talk bcforc the )Oungest 
memhcr. of the Temple's re
lti::iou :-chool. Ile spoke o( 
,ll',1·,~h h r r o c . of olden 
t Inw. . and th \\h and 
,1 h rcforc. of certain Jew• 
i. h n1. to 111 .. and at the on
C'lu. I0n hc- tn\·tte<i questions 
l rom l11S pint-. 1zcd Ii tener . 

One ch •rub. who had be n 
~azin!! in entJ\· a a lii:!ht fix• 
lure hi 0 h up m the dome oC 
1 h T mple . an ct u a r y, 
a krd : 

··Rabbi. how do they get 
up there to change the light 
bulb when it burn out?" 

king Plans Arranged for Silver Rites 
The good rabbi h mm d 

and ha, ed. and . parred for 
time. 

gement were com• 

1a.-•today to accommodate 

--••~an 4000 per on m 
and room of th 

for funeral n ·Iccs 
. m. tomorrow for 

Dlo,,jLa~ bba Hillel 1her. 

cs will be amplt
r ooms and al o 

outdoor to an expected ov r
flow crowd pa ing last r -
pect to the world renowned 

Jewish lead r 

.\ ddit1onal parking will be 
available at :m. inai Ho pi
ta!. on the west side of An
. 1 Rd only; K 105th l. 
, Iarket's l t between E. 105th 
and 101 t t. 

"You \.;now,"' h finally 
Lot b hmd th entral ·a- an wered, '"I've often won-

tlonal Bank branch from F. . d r d about that m • el!.' ' 

101st to E. 97th ts.: Wom-

en's llo pital lot, north of--------- -

Chest r v . onl). and the 

• e\ eranc JI all lot. 

:hultl bus cr\'IC hc-
twe n 'e\· ranee and lht! 
Temple \\ 111 be available. 

Close Temple School 

All ta. , of t b e 
Temple'. r c 11 g i o u . 
. chool ha, (' bt' n <'lo d 

turday. AH 
ba,e b t'R 

the r • 
• cember. 
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JEW-RY MOURNS KENNEDY, . SILVER 
IDA Memllers Obserre 
Tratltional '30 Days' 
For Late II. S. President 

Dr. Max Nussbaum, president of 
the Zionist Organization of America, 
announced that the entire nation
wide membership of the organiza
tion will observe "Shloshim," the 
traditional Jewish thirty days of 
mourning, for the late President Ken
nedy as an expression of "our deep
est sorrow at the passing of one of 
the foremost humanitarians of our 
era, a stalwart champion of the op
pressed, a staunch friend of I rael, and 
an indomitable fighter for the cause of 
liberty and equality for all." 

In his statement, voicing the deep 
shock and grief of the entire Zionist 
movement at the tragic death of Presi
dent Kennedy, Dr. Nussbaum said that 
"his memory will be eternally enshrined 
in the hearts of the Jewish people as a 
leader whose abiding friendship for the 
Jewish people and the State of J rael and 
whose consuming desire for equality and 
freedom have earned him the love and 
respect of entire mankind. ' 

The ZOA head added: "J have had the 
great privilege of meeting him on several 
occasions, both at the White House in the 
past two years, and in 1960 at the ZOA 
annual Convention in New York City. The 
words of friendship uttered by him for our 
cause, which flowed from the depths of 
his heart, were reminiscent of the utter
ances of the great kings of ancient Israel. 

"We mourn the passing of the noblest 
among the noble," Dr. Nussbaum said. 

Eulogized at ZOA Meeting 
A special meeting of the Administrative 

Committee of the Zioni t Organization of 
America was convened at the ZOA na
tional headquarters, New York City, to 
memorialize the late President. Harold W. 
Carmely, chairman of the Administrative 
Committee, presided, and eulogies were 
delivered by Dr. Emanuel Neumann, 
chairman of the American section of the 
Jewish Agency, and ZOA president Nus -
baum. 

World Homage 
Heads of state from nation the world 

over attended the funeral service for the 
martyred President held at Arlington cem
etery. Israel Pre idcnt Zalman Shazar 
headed a delegation including Mrs. Golda 
Meir, Foreipi Mini er, Avraham Har
man, Ambassador to the United Stat , 
and Ran Ranon, Jsrael Emba y attache. 

The Israel cabinet proclaimed three day 
of national moumana. The Knesset held a 
se1111c:· 111 devoted wholly to a euloay by 
Actin1 President Kadish Luz wh<J char
aaem.d Praident Kennedy a one who 

two world blOQ into 

1960: Dr. Abbe Hillel Silver end S.netor John F. Kennedy et ZOA', 63rd Annuel Convention in 
the St.tier Hilton Hotel, New Yor;k. 

ABBA HILLEL SIL VER 
In Memoriam 

by Charle• E. Shulman 

T HE pa ing of Abba Hillel Silver ha 
created a great void in Jewish life. 
His personality dominated the 

American Jewi h cene for almo t half a 
century, and hi contributions to world 
Jewry are writ large in contemporary his
tory. Like another illustrious American 
rabbi, Scephen S. Wise, he belonged to 
the Jewi h ma se , and while he faithfully 
mini tered to hi congregation in Cleve
land, Ohio practically during hi entire 
career in the rabbinate, he was a familiar 
figure on the pulpit and the platform in 
every area of the Jewish world. He proved 
conclu ively the ancient Talmudic saying 
that it i not the place that make the 
man, but the man that make the place. He 
po e ed great gift , rich Jewish learning, 
brilliant oratory, mastery of language , 
felicitou ne of writing tyle, kill in dip
lomacy, wisdom in worldly way11. But hi 
greate t gift were vi ion atid courage. He 
generally saw thing clearly and he saw 
them whole. 

Thi wa e pecially true in regard to hi 
Zioni m. He envi ged a free Jewi h peo
ple a he headed the Herzl Zioni t Society 
in hi boyhood, and he doggedly pursued 
that vi ion throughout hi year. unhinder
ed and undeterred by critic within and 
without J wish life. He I ft the world a 
heritaa that will endure in day to come 
in uch holarly and authoritativ book 

ianic Spccul tion in Israel," 
Judaism Differed," nd .. M 

on...a T will prab-

ably be be t remembered for the role he 
played in the Zionist movement, for his 
heroic effort in galvanizing American and 
Jewi h public opinion toward the fru tra
tion of British de ign to prevent the e tab
lishment of the State of I rael , and for hi 
eloquent pleading of the Jewi h cau e be
fore the Assembly of the United ation 
in the crucial hour of that body' delibera
tion over the partition of Pale tine. 

The full details of hi role in the period 
that marked the greate t change in Jewi h 
de tiny in two thou and year remain to 
be chronicled by the objective hi torian. 
They will perhap how that Abba Hillel 
Silver· brilliant career wa only a long 
preparation for the culminating period of 
hi life between the ummer of 1943 when 
he re tored to Zioni m the dignity it had 
lot, and May 15, 1948 when he tood 
before the A sembly of the United Nation 
and olemnly tated: 

At ten o'clock thi morning the Jew
i h State wa proclaimed in Palestine. 
1 he hour wa advanc d out of re peel 
for the sanctity of the Jewi h Sabbath. 
. . . Thu what wa nvi ged by the 
resolution of the G neral A mbl , 
which wa overwhelmingly adopted in 
the Uniled Nation la ovember ha 
been far a the Jewish Stat i con
cerned, implem nted. Thu , too there 
ha been con ummated the a,e-old 
dr am of lsra I to be r blisbed a 
a free and independent people in it 

ncient homel nd . ... The J • Slalc 

Renowned Zionist Leader 
Honored as 'Architect 
Of New lewis/, State' 

The profound rri ,f a11J sens of 
loss at the cl a th of Dr. hha Hill ·I 
Silver, for most I ad r in world 
Zionism, wa • ,·oic cl hv Dr. fax 

usshaum, prcsid nt o( th Zionist 
Organization of America, wh n h 
d clar cl that "Je s throughout th 
workl stand with howc<l heads ov r 
the bier of a man and 1 ader v ho 
was principall_ instrum ntal in th 
lulfillm nt of the great ,i!,ion of H r,J , 
immonal founder of the Zioni t mo\'e
mcnt, embodied in the program adopted 
at the fir t World Zioni t Congre s in 
1897 in Basie, Switzerland." He termed 
the pa ing of Dr. ilver " thr vere t 
lo s suffered by the Zioni t mo ement 
and the entire J ewi h people in a gene
ration." 

Jn this connection Dr. u baum 
pointed out the "hi toric irony that Dr. 
Silver died on the very eve of the 16th 
anniver ary of the pa age by the United 

ation on ovembcr 29, 1947 of the 
re olution for the e tabli hmcnt of a Jew
i h State in Pale tine, which marked the 
triumph of Dr. Silver· leader hip in the 
battle for Jewi h tatehood and the fulfill
ment of the Ba le program." [Dr. 
ha11111·.\ \latement on Page --1 

Thou and at Funeral 
At Cleveland, Ohio, on December I 

thou 'and mourner , among them promin
ent Zioni t leader , . S. federal, tate and 
local government official , repre entative 
of the J rael overnment the Jewi h 
Agency and countle Jewi h organization 
and in titution , attended funeral er ice 
for Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, held at The 
Temple, in which Dr. Silver rved a Rab
bi for 47 year . A large ZOA delegation, 
headed by Pre ident u baum, wa pre -
ent. 

The eulogie were delivered by Dr. 
manuel eumann; former Governor of 

Ohio, Senator Frank J. Lau he; Rabbi 
Solomon Freehof of Pitt burgh, and Rabbi 
Milton M. Matz, A sociate Rabbi of The 
Temple. The rvice were conducted by 
Rabbi Leon Feuer and Arthur J. Lely
veld. El Maleh Rachamim wa chanted by 
Richard Tucker of the Metropolitan Ope
ra, who i al an eminent cantor. The 
honorary pallbearers included Jewi h and 
non-Jewi h leader , among them govern
ment dignitari and pre id nt of uni
ver itie . 

Amons the m ny tribut 
ilv r' memory w re m~•p;3 of ympa

thy from U. S. President Lyndon 8. John
son, former P ·ctent Eilellhower, 

• Zalman 
( 
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will strive to be worthy of the confi
dence which has been placed in it by 
the nations of the world, and will en
deavor to realize, as far as is humanly 
possible, those prophetic ideas of Jus
tice, brotherhood, peace, and democracy 
which were first proclaimed by the peo
ple of Israel in that very land. 
The fortunes of world Jewry were at 

low ebb in the terrible decades of the 
thirties and the forties. It was the time of 
the concentration camps and the cremator
ium that was to count the death of one
third of the Jewish population of the 
world. It was the time of the British White 
Paper limiting entry to Palestine to seven
ty-five thousand Jewish souls over a five
year period when European Jewry was 
trapped and denied safety elsewhere. And 
thereafter Jewish immigration was to cease 
entirely by direction of the British Man
datory government. It was the time of the 
Struma and the Patria and the St. Louis 
bearing their cargoes of homeless people 
destined to die wretchedly while the dem
ocratic countries looked on passively. And 
it was a time of war and its terrible after
maths for the Jewish survivors of Hitler·s 
holocaust. 

Zionist fortunes were also at low ebb 
in those days. The messianic vision which 
once served as a bright beacon light was 
somewhat faded. The leadership in Zionist 
ranks tended to base its plea to the nations 
on the ground of Jewish suffering, and it 
held high hopes that the labor government 
in Britain which had succeeded the war 
time Churchill government would under
stand the world Jewish situation and open 
the officially closed gates of Pale~tine to 
the poor displaced persons of Europe. lt 
was instead confronted by Ernest Bevin"s 
hostility and his blunt warning that "Jews 

must not push tbemlclvea to the head of 
the queue." Silver was one of the very few 
who rebelled at the thought of beaing 
for favors from an implacable British For
eign Secretary who had staked his career 
on settling the Palestine problem--the 
Arab way. He saw clairvoyantly that Jews 
still held bargaining positions and could 
gain their ends only by using them to the 
full. Resistance in Palestine was one of 
those positions and he supported it un
equivocally. The power of the Jews of 
America was another-such position and he 
did not hesitate to employ it, often dar
tngly and most often effectively. Reminis
cing over this period fifteen years later 
when he was given the Brandeis Award by 
the American Zionist Council he said: 

It became clear that Great Britain 
would never consent to a Jewish State 
in Palestine, that the political battle
ground had definitely shifted from Lon
don to Washington. The Zionists in 
America would now have to assume 
the major responsibility for the con
duct of our movement. It was clear 
that we must first win the active sup
port and sympathy of the American 
people. If we could persuade the 
American people of the justice of -our 
cau e we might also persuade our 
government. We i,lso realized that it 
was now or never. The hour of decision 
was approaching. We therefore had to 
throw in everything we had, all our 
power, all our resources, all our re
serves. There was nothing to be lost but 
our illusions. 

IN ORDER to win the support of the 
American people it was necessary to 

reach them through campaigns of educa
tion, through hooks, lectures, magazines, 
radio discussions and through thousands of 
meetings held from coast to coast. Abba 
Hillel Silver, as the dynamic chairman of 
the American Zionist Emergency Council 
representative of all Zionist bodies, threw 
himself with all his trength into an in
tensive public relations program. No chan
nel was overlooked. In a relatively brief 
time the voice of American Jewry was 
able to penetrate to 'an corners of the 
land. Silver recalled this on the fifteenth 
anniversary of' the State of Israel's inde
pendence when he said: 

We simply knocked on every door
the halls of Congress, the political con
ventions, the White House, key people 
in every walk of life, authors, column
ists, educators, clergy, political leaders 
-people who heretofore had been in
different to our cause. We spent endless 
hours with ministers and ambassadors 
of foreign states who were members of 
the United Nations and arranged for 
important contacts to be made with 
their governments back home. 

But Silver·s efforts in pursuit of his goal 
were not confined to the non-Jewish world. 
He had to convert his own people also. 
In 1943 the inaugural meeting of the 
American Jewish Conference took place 
in New York. Jt represented a complete 
cross-section of American Jewish life and 
thinking. The chief issue before the; Con--
ference was a resolution favoring a Jewish 
State, and a strong effort was made by the 
anti-Zioni ·t minority to abandon such a 
resolution in the name of the unity of the 
American Jewi h community. This minori
ty threatened to bolt the Conference if 
it view did not prevail. Some of the offi
cial Zioni t poke men con idered capitu
lation in return for some compromise 
whereby they would give up their de
mand for a Jewi h State in return for 
non-Zionist upport of unlimited immigra
tion to Pale tine. 

Silver had not been de ignated to peak 
even for the Zioni t . At the moment when 
the Zioni. t cause wa about to uffer a 
cru ·hing defeat, the American Jewi h Con
gre withdrew it scheduled peaker and 
gave it allocated time to Silver. Hi mov
ina addre poured new life into Zionism 
and pv new heart to it waverins ad-
herent . The Conference ove 

AIIK;.Jllt a Je -
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pined more than the approval of a na
uonal Jewish audience that day. He es
tablished a united American Jewish voice 
that government officials who make Ameri
can foreign policy could understand. They 
would know from this time forth that 
Zionism had the full support of the 
American Jewish community. 

In 1946 the British were planning a 
round table conference with the Jews and 
Arabs and it was reported that the Atlee 
government was willing to consider the 
possibility of the partition of Palestine if 
the proposal came from the Jewish Agen
cy. The Executive of the Jewish Agency 
responded that it was prepared to do this. 
Silver denounced this statement, declaring 
that on its record the British Government 
simply could not be trusted and demand
ing a reaffirmation of the Biltmore Plat-
1 orm, which called for an independent 
Jewish State. He resigned from the Jewish 
Agency executive and determined to fight 
its policy at the Zionist Congress meeting 
in December of 1946. The issue there was 
clear. Would the Zionist Congress still 
trust Britain or would it turn elsewhere 
for support? It hinged on the round table 
conference between the Jews and Arabs 
planned by Britain in 1947. Weizmann 
staked his future leadership of the World 
Zionist Organization on support of the 
British plan. Silver opposed him and won. 
Weizmann declared himself to be in com
plete opposition to Jewish resistance in 
Palestine. Silver went on record favoring 
it. Again Silver won, and Weizmann left 
his office as President of the World Zion
ist Organization. 

Silver·s victories proved to be important 
ones. Soon after the Congress of 1947 
Ernest Bevin turned the whole Palestine 
issue over to the United Nations. Ben
Gurion was now the unchallenged leader 
of the Yishuv, and Silver·s role took on 
extraordinary proportions in America. As 
head of the newly established American 
section of the Jewish Agency he was pres
ented with the responsibility of preparing 
and directing the Jewish case before the 
United Nations. His part in this endeavor 
is now history. Once again it fell to his 
lot to direct the mobilizing of American 
Jewry as well as the non-Jewish supporters 
of the Zionist cause. This activity was so 
well managed that America was thorough-
1 y aware of the nature of the Palestine 
issue. The United Nations decision to set 
up the Jewish State did not end the Jewish 
struggle. Britain was in no mood to accept 
the decision and began arming the Arabs. 
The United States, under pressure from 
the oil interests and other groups, attempt
ed to substitute a trustee plan in place of 
partition. Some Jewish Agency officials 
began to waver for fear of an alternative 
that might destroy the Yishuv. But Silver 
insisted that only the Jews of Palestine 
could make the final decision since it 
would have to be sustained by their very 
lives. The American section of the Jewish 
Agency, must, he insisted, fortify Ben
Gurion's position. His view prevailed and 
the majority voted with him to inform 
Ben-Gurion that they had rejected the 
American trusteeship plan. While it was 
the heroism of Israel's poorly equipped and 
tremendously outnumbered forces that 
won the land for the Jews in combat, and 
while Ben-Gurion was the force that weld
ed the Yishuv into a nation, it cannot be 
forgotten that the victorie gained in New 
York at Flushing Meadows under Silver's 
leadership were of vital importance in the 
birth of the new nation. 

SHORTLY BEFORE HIS DEATH Sil
ver warned American Zionists that Is

rael has not attained complete security 
either on it own borders or in the delibe
ration of the United Nation . Israel' 
po ition, he said, i till a precariou one, 
and her closest friend and allies are the 
Dia pora Jews the world over, most effec
tive when orpnized in Zionilt ranks. Hi 

n bia on beDal1 01 IUI 
have come to an end: 

All this should be remembered as we 
face the future. For while the Zionist 
primary objective has been achieved 
and the State of Israel is an accom
plished fact, the need for defending it 
politically and militarily will never dis
appear, at least in our generation. Israel 
will not be able to escape the political 
tensions and pressures of the region of 
the world of which it is a part. Danger 
lurks upon its borders among its tur
bulent Arab neighbors. Our work is 
not over by any means and those who 
would rely in all future emergencies on 
the instant response of unorganized so
caJled friends of Israel whose commit
ments are so vague and whose staying 
power is so uncertain are not wise 
guardians, I am afraid, of the best in
terests of the State of Israel. 

The most recent resolution of the Unit
ed Nations on the Arab refugee question 
proposed by the United States and carried 
with but one dissenting vote-the Israeli 
vote-vindicates Silver's consistent thesis 
that there must be a prevailing organized 
Zionist force in the Diaspora to cope with 
continued threats to the peace and welfare 
of the Jewish State. This United States re
solution tied the possible solution of the 
refugee problem to one clause of the 1948 
Assembly resolution calling only for '"re
patriation" of the Arab refugees or their 
compensation by Israel. This clause was 
now being interpreted incorrectly and out 
of the context of the original resolution. It 
appeared to give the Arab refugees the 
••right" to return to Israel, and, as the 
Israeli delegate to the United Nations, 
Michael Comay, said in denouncing it, 
that original paragraph "torn from its set.
ting has undergone an irrational transfor
mation in the Arab mind. It has become a 
mystic symbol of the contention that Israel 
does not belong to the Israelis-and it 
must be wiped off the map of the Middle 
East." He pointed out that that very 1948 
draft had also called for a full and final 
settlement of all disputes with Israel. 

Those who have been saying that there 
is no need for a Zionist organization in 
the Diaspora and who have linked Zion
ism only with settlement in Israel might 
well ask themselves whether they can be 
content with exposing the State of Israel 
to such situations as the recent United 
Nations resolution creates fifteen years 
after Israel's birth without the availability 
of instrumentalities through which to 
marshal Jewish opinion in the face of 
danger to Israel's security. Silver correctly 
saw that as long as there is no secure 
peace for Israel there will always have to 
be adequate channels in the Diaspora for 
mobilizing public opinion and for dealing 
with government authorities in the various 
countries on behalf of Israel. These chan
nels cannot be constructed overnight. They 
must be cultivated over the years. The 
Zionist Organization of America bas been 
such an instrument for expressing Jewish 
sentiment on behalf of Israel. It took sixty
five years to build it. It will not be rebuilt 
in a day or a year once it is dissolved. 

Abba Hillel Silver's legacy to American 
and world Jewry is a rich one. It repre
sents a standard of excellence in the rabbi
nate that will be hard to equal because 'it 
was built on sound scholarship and brilliant 
powers of exposition. It also represents 
courage in leadership, steadfastness in pur
pose, and clarity in vision. We could not 
more fittingly honor his memory than to 
follow his example and to perpetuate his 
own sense of Jewish purpose and destiny, 
to hold fa t to our loyalties as be did to 
his. He maintained to the very end of his 
life that the creation of the State of Israel 
did not end the Zionist purpose. There 
till remain the unification of the Jewish 

people throughout the world in fulfillment 
of the Herzlian hope. 

Silver e tabli hed patterns of thouaht 
and action that would bring dignity into 
Jewi h life. By advancina them we can 
make hi life and labon a Neeeina In time 



SPRING, 1963: One of his lut visits to the ZOA Agricultural school in Israel that bears his name. 
Or. ud Mrs. Silver being welcomed by students at Kfar Silver. 
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others. Hundreds of cables of condolence 
were received by Mrs. Silver and by the 
Zionist Organization of America from all 
parts of the world. 

In a cable to Mrs. Silver, Israel's Pre i
dent Zalmao Shazar said: "I was shocked 
to bear the sad news about the sudden 
passing of this great figure in American 
Jewry, the most esteemed and illustrious 
among the spiritual and political leaders 
of the Zionist movement in America, my 
dear old friend Abba Hillel Silver . . . 
History will forever record that this cour
ageous fighter was in the forefront of the 
fateful struggle for the Establi~hment of 
the Jewish State." 

ZOA and Agency Memorials 
A eulogy for Dr. Silver was delivered 

in New York at a special meeting of the 
ZOA Administrative Committee by Dr. 
Nussbaum. Among those present \ .::re 
Moshe Sharett, chairman of the Jewish 
Agency Executive, and Dr. Emanuel Neu
mann, chairman of the American Section 
of the Jewish Agency and President of the 
World Union of General Zionists. Harold 
W. Carmely, chairman of the Administra
tive Committee, presided. It was an
nounced that a public memorial meeting 
under the auspices of the ZOA will be held 
in New York on January 7. 

Memorial services were also held in 
New York by the American Section of the 
Jewish Agency with Dr. Nahum Gold
mann and Dr. Emanuel Neumann as the 
principal speakers. Representatives of all 
Zionist groups and institutions as well as 
of the Israel Government were present. 

Dr. Goldmann, president of the World 
Zionist Organization, characterized Dr. 
Silver "as one of the most courageous, 
powerful and effective leaders in the his
tory of Zionism" and as one whose "great 
ability as an orator and a statesman en
abled him to mobilize American Jewry in 
support of the Jewish state in a decisive 
way." 

Declaring that Dr. Silver had an "un
paralleled belief in the Zionist idea and 
the Zionist movement," Dr. Goldmann 
said: "He was deeply convinced of the 
historical necessity of a strong Zionist 
movement even after the creation of the 
State of Israel. His concept and vision of 
the future of the State of Israel and of 
the Jewish people was statesJU.anlike and 
prophetic, and based on the loftiest value 
and ideals 4f Jewiah history. His sudden 
death deprive the Jewish people of one 
of its top leaden." 

'Architect of State' 
Dr. Neumann, speakin1 of bi lifelon1 

'end. and associate, said: "Zionism wa 
pat passion of Dr. Silver' life. More 

bis aeneration, he 
I.Ilion the taak 

of a free and independent Jewish Com
monwealth. The dazzling triumph won un
der his leadership has earned for Dr. Sil
ver the proud title of architect of the new 
Jewish State, crowning his life with the 
aura of immortality. 

.. His loss is irreparable, but he has left 
us a priceless legacy: his noble example of 
courageous and heroic action, of fidelity 
to principle, of undying faith. He bas 
taught American Jewry to stand up as 
free men in a free society and battle fear
lessly for a cause that is just. Not in many 
years can we hope to see so towering a 
figure arising in our mid t." 

In a message sent on behalf of all at 
the Jewish Agency in Jerusalem, Mr. Sha
rett said that with the death of Dr. Silver 
the Zionist movement has lost "the most 
dynamic and powerful figure." Referring 
to Dr. Silver·s leadership of the American 
Zionist forces, the former Israeli Prime 
Minister aid: .. By his stand in that capa
city on the American political scene, and 
as spokesman of the Jewish Agency in the 
internationa,1 arena, he made. a decisive con
tribution to the attainment of the histori
cal resolution of the United Nations Gene
ral Assembly which opened for the Jewish 
people the portals of statehood in its own 
country. His name will forever be en
shrined in the annals of American Jewry, 
the State of Israel, and the Jewish people." 

Israel Mourns Silver 
The citizens of I rael and its leaders 

were shocked at the news of Dr. Silver's 
sudden passing. Flags were lowered at 
hali-mast at Kfar Silver, ZOA ·s agricul
tural institute near Ashkelon. The ehool, 
named in tribute to Dr. Silver, was estab
li hed by the ZOA on the occasion of his 
60th birthday. Many thousands of Israelis 
came to sign their names in the Condol
ence Book which was opened in Kfar Sil
ver. A week of mourning wa declared on 
the campus. 

Hundreds attended the memorial servi
ces at the newly opened Elias and Rebecca 
Polis Synagogue in Kfar Silver. 

At the ZOA House in Tel Aviv Ameri
can and Israel flags are at half-ma t. Inside 
the ZOA House a large portrait of Dr. 
Silver was placed, draped in black, in the 
main hall and flanked by lighted candle . 

The I rael Liberal Party held a special 
memorial meeting. Kne set Members Yo
sef Saphir, Moshe Kol and S. Z. Abramov 
delivered the eulogies. 

Dr. Silver was eulogized by Prime Min
ister Levi E hkol at a meeting of the I rael 
Cabinet. Mr. E hkol empha ized Dr. Sil
ver· leader hip in the political truggle 
for the e tabli hment of the State of I rael 
and his brilliant record in the Zioni t 
movement. 

The Kne set tood in ilent tribute a 
Deputy Speaker Y osef Serl in delivered a 
eulogy in memory of Dr. Silver. 

The I raeli pre devoted many editor
ial and anicle to Dr. Silver. Reports of 
the funeral rvices were featured in 11 

IN GRIEF AND PRIDE 
A Trihule by Dr. Max u baum, 
President, Zionist Organizutiou of Anwri<'U 

:. 

J 
WS throughout the world stand \ ith 

bowed heads over the bier of a man 
and leader who was principall y instru

mental in the fulfillment of the vision of 
Theodor Herz.I , immortal founder of the 
Zionist movement , embodied in the pro
gram he presented al the first Worl d Zion
i~t Congre s in 1897 in Ba, le, S\\ltzcrland. 
calling for the establishment of a puhlicl) 
recognized and legall y secure national 
home in Palestine. The passing of Abba 
Hill el Silver is the everest lo~~ ~uffered 
by the Zionist movement and the entire 
Jewish people in a generation. 

Jt is a historic irony that Dr. Silver died 
on the very eve of the 16th anniver ary of 
t.he pas age by the United ations-on 
November 29, 1947-of the resolution for 
the establishment of a Jewish State in 
Palestine, which marked the triumph of 
Dr. Silver's leadership in the battle for 
Jewish statehood and the fulfillment of 
the Basie program. 

Dr. Silver·s lifelong militant struggle for 
Jewish redemption through the rebirth of 
the Jewish State, his indomitable courage 
coupled with his unswerving re olve and 
dedication to the Zioni t cause which wa 
the creed of his life, constitute a most 
glorious and golden chapter in the two-

On th l', ·ad occa ion 11 1s my privilege 
to quote from the la t addre Dr. Abba 
Hillel Sil er wrote. wh ich he was to have 
deli ered at the 70th birthday celebration 
of Dr. Emanuel eumann, his lifelong and 
clo..,c,t a~'.'loc iate in the '> truggle for Jewi h 
Statehood. '>Chedulcd for ovember 26 in 

cw Yori,. . but prn,tponed at the per onal 
rcquc..,t of Dr. eumann out of respect to 
the memory of the late Pre-,ident John F. 
Kennedy. In this addres'i, a copy of which 
Dr. ilvcr cnt to my good friend and 
Zioni t publici t, Erne t E. Barbara h, Dr. 
Silver, in paying warm tribute to Dr. eu
mann , takes occa ion to reaffirm hi abid
ing love for the people of I rael, the land 
of Israel, the Language of J rael and the 
Book of I rael ( the Bible). "In Israel to
day,·• he wrote, "an old people is being 
reborn, an old land i being made new 
again. Where there was wa teland and 
wilderness, there town and cities are 
springing up, and from Metulla to Eilat 
one hears the hum of indu try, the sound 
of plow and tractor, the pul e and throb 
of creative life and the song of children 
at play. An old language is being revived. 
A veritable miracle of rejuvenation is 
taking place before our very eyes. Mind, 
heart and hand, labor and sweat, faith and, 

ISRAEL: Dr. Silver receiving from ZOA President Max Nussbaum the first medallion 
struck off by the Israel Government in honor of the 66th Convention, held in Israel 

last July. 

thousand-year history of Jewish martyr- vision are again fashioning a new heaven 
dom. It was indeed divine ordination th.at and a new earth." 
Dr. Silver saw the ultimate fruition of his These la t words written by Dr. Silver 
labors and Jed personally in the triumph- before he passed from this earth are indeed 
ant culmination of the struggle for Zion an eternal testament and cherished legacy 
Reborn. to the Jewi h people, to the State of Israel, 

Dr. Silver's monumental achievements and to mankind. 
as political architect of the Jewish State, 
the translation of his Messianic vision into 
the emergence of the Third Jewish Com
monwealth and his unrelaxed guardianship 
of the just intere ts and legitimate claims 
of the State of Israel-have truly made 
him the man of J~wish destiny. 

The nobility of his character' and the 
liberalism of his philosophy were also 
reflected in his labors for the rights of 
labor and ju tice for the oppres ed among 
all peoples. 

Even as the Zioni t cause stood triumphant 
on that fateful day of ovember 29, 1947, 
when the General A sembly of the United 
Nations by over two-third majority sanc
tioned the establishment of a Jewi h State, 
Dr. Silver injected a sobering note when 
he uttered a prayer "for the peace of 
Palestine'' and turned to the Arabs with an 
appeal for genuine friend hip. "ln tbi 
hi toric hour,' he pleaded, "we call upon 
the Arab people of Pale tine and all neigh
boring Arab countrie to join with us in an 
era of peaceful collaboration." 

W E remember with pride and apprecia
tion the enthu ia tic acclaim which 

the entire people of I rael accorded to 
Dr. Silver at the 70th birthday celebration 
tendered him at the fir t ZOA onvention 
held in l rael la t July. It wa a national 
tribute led by the former Prime Mini ter 
David Ben-Gurion, Pre ident Shazar, 
Premier E hkol, and leaders of all tion 
of the country who joined in Mr. Ben-
Gurion' description of Dr. gilver th 
"pat and most courqeou Zionilt 
ft ter in A an J 

DR. Silver's prophetic vi ion of a Jewish 
State as a hining to'Yer of light to 

mankind wa expressed by him 34 year 
ago on the 25th anniver ary of the pa ing 
of Herzl when Dr. Silver wrote: "After 
its national life is ecure Israel mu t push 
on to the frontier of the new world-the 
world of internationali m, of economic 
freedom, of brotherhood and of peace. It 
mu t re ume the burden of it Me ianic 
career. 'He shall not fail not be crushed 
till he have set the right in the earth; and 
the isles shall wait for his teaching .. .' " 

Upon the death of Herzl, hi friend and 
a ociate I rael Zangwill, the renowned 
Anglo-Jewi h author, wrote a farewell 
ode: 

... 'Tis your body only that bas died; 
The noblest soul in Judah is not dust, 
But fire that works in every vein 

and must 
Re hape our life, rekindling Israel s 

pride. 

So we behold the captain of our strife 
Triumphant in the moment of 

eclipse; 
Death ha but fi ed him in immonal 

life, 
Hi flag upheld, the trumpet at his 

lip , 
And while we, w ping, rend our 

garment's hem, 
"Ne t y ar," we cry, "ne t year, 

Jerusalem!" 

Tbeie wonb ftttinaly apply to our dear 
deputed leader Abba 
Zkltrono l.' 
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in Abba Hillel Sil Career 

Protest at Madison Square Garden, 1946: from left, Dr. 
Stephen S. Wise, Dr. Silver, Henry Monsky. 

At the American Jewish Conference, 1944-
a plea for the Zionist program. 

At an open air mass rally in Madison Square 
Park, New York, 1947. 

Keynoting the 50th ZOA Convention, 1947 

Louis Lipsky and Dr. Silver at tne 54th ZOA 
Convention, 1951, Atlantic City. 

Preienting the Jewish case to the United Nations , October 
2, 1947; from left, Dr. Emanuel Neumann, Moshe Shertok, 
Dr. Silver, Rabbi Wolf Gold, members of Jewish Agency 

Executive. 

"Signing in" at the ZOA House, Tel Aviv, 
on one of his early visits there. 

with Israel Premier David Ben-Gurion at the 
dedication of Kfar Silver, 1956. 

Addressing the 57th ZOA Convention, New 
York City, 1954. 

Dr. Silver's last attendance at the Zionist Actions Committee 
meeting, Ma,y, 1963. From left-seated: Abraham A. Redel
heim, Dr. Silver, Dr. Max Nussbaum, Harold W. Carmely; 
standing: Dr. Ma~cus Levinson, Jack Lefkowitz, Dr. Morton J. 

Robbins, Dr. Samuel Margoshes. ' 

Opening ZOA's 66th Convention, · its first in 
Israel, July, 1963. 

At a garden reception given by Israel President Zalman 
Shazar to Convention delegates. From left: Dr. Silver, 

President Shazar, Dr. Max Nussbaum, Mrs. Shazar. 

At his last session of the Board of Governors, Israel Bond 
Organization, of which he was the chairman, Washington, 

Se tember, 63 
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ZOA House Mourns Kennedy, Silver 
Israel Shares • 

Ill 

Of Preside11t's 
Grief 

Death 
Groups of red-eyed American tourists stopped to stare at the 

,nemorial to President John F. Kennedy erected near the entrance to 

ZOA House. Thirty-six hours after the death of the 3.5th President of 

-the United States, American tourists and residents in Israel were still 

too stunned to cogently express their grief. 
People mulled around the memorial, with its black-framed portrait 

C>f President Kennedy, as if seeking some sort of confirmation that the 

Nov. 22 assassination had not actually been committed. 

Official word on the death of the lamentable event that had 
t he President reached the ZOA just occurred. 
Management Committee when a The Thanksgiving Day Dinner 
..:all from the U.S. Embassy's was to have included a reception 
press attache was placed to Mr. by the U.S. Ambassador, followed 
Aron Reichman, assistant director by a traditional dinner and then 
of ZOA House. The American dancing and entertainment. ZOA 
Ambassador, Mr. W. Barbour, House immediately placed an ad
suggested that the planned Nov. vertisement in the Jerusalem Post 
28 Traditional Thanksgiving Day cancelling the event. Letters were 
Dinner be cancelled in view of (Continued-on Page 3) , 

President Kennedy Corner. Immediately after word was received of 
the death of President Kennedy, a special memorial corner was estab
lished to do honour to the late President of the United States. • 

Top of the Flag was draped in black. 

Life of Rabbi Silver 
Eulogized • 

Ill Knesset 
It was a tragic week when bad news reached us one after another 

from the U.S.A. iAt he beginning of the week - the assassination of 

President John F. Kennedy, and at the end of the week - the passing 

away of a great Jew and admired leader, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver. 
Flags came down to half-mast, the two famous portraits were 

framed in black, and there was nearly universal mourning. 
It was just a few months ago that Dr. Silver was in Israel pre

siding over the 66th Convention of the Z.O.A., the first convened in 

Israel. On that occasion he was the ho,noured guest at the 10th An· 
niversary Celebration of the ZOiA. House. 

At a special Memorial Meeting ver was taken from us forever. 
held by the Israel Knesset, on He has passed away, his name in
December 2, 1963, in the presen- separably linked with the historic 
ce of the State President, Mr. Z. date of November 29, 1947. 
Shazar, the Deputy Speaker Jo- One of the titans of the Revival 
seph Serlin delivered the follow- Era was laid to rest yesterday, 
ing eulogy: while his admirers in all corners 

On the eve of November 29, of the world in Israel and the 
1963, Rabbi Dr. Abba Hillel Sil-

Rabbi Silver Corner. Visitors are shown viewing the memorial established 
In Rabbi Silver's name immediately after word was received of his 
untl.lnely death. ZOA House, shares with all of Judaism, sorrow from 

the loss of this great man. 

diaspora, accompany him spirit
ually on his last way with broken 
heart and deep sorrow. 

Only a few months ago we ce
lebrated his 70th birthday and 
wished him many more years of 
health and activity, and now he 
i.s no longer with us. He passed 
away suddenly, an easy and pain
less death, leaving with us the 
impression that he . had de
parted untimely, before he had 
completed the full expression of 
his being, prior to giving his all 
to the people and accomplishing 
his work. He suddenly departed 
and is no longer here, leaving us 
with expectations which will n9 
more be fulfilled. 

Everything is over and a va
riegated life, rich in deed.s and 
meditation, stormy and stirring, 
extending over seven decades, has 
come to an end. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver was born 
in 1893 in Neustadt, a small town 
in Lithuania. As a child, he emi
grated with his parents and fa
mily to the U.S. In this great 
country and in the Jewish-nation
al atmosphere prevailing in his 
father's house, the little boy grew 
up into a young man, harboring 
the vision of the Jewish State. 

Already in 1904, the yel!,r of 
Herzl'.s death, this 11-year old 
youngster established the "Dr. 
Herzl - Zion Club." His proud 
standing in the face of older and 
more experienced people, his 
firm character and leadership 
qualities, were already evident in 
this lad in those • days. He 
was moulded of the substance of 
leadership and destined to thmgs 
of great import. 

His club-comrade, Dr. Ema
nuel Neumann, may he enjoy ·a 
long and happy life, tells how at 
one of the club gathering.s held in 
the hall of a New-York assimil
atory school, the new headmaster 
of the school suddenly marched 
in and when he heard that the 
students were conducting their 
meeting in Hebrew, he expressed 
his astonishment and gave them 
a sermon advocating American
Jewish assimilation. But, he was 
interrupted by a: youngster who 
defiantly stood up and declared: 
"Thi.s Club identifies itself with 
the Zionist Movement and will 
·continue to conduct its meetings 
~n the language in which _ King 
David chanted the Psalms and 
Isaiah prophezied on "The End 
of Days." This young man was 
Abba Hillel Silver. 

When one reviews his life from 
its very beginning, it seems that 
from his early childhood he had 
borne in his heart the mission: "I 
Have As.signed Thee Leader Of 
Thy People." . 

When. at the age of .18, Silver 
decided - to the great astonish
ment of his comrades and friends 
- to move to Cincinnati and 
study at the Hebrew Union Col
lege, the·· castie of Reform and 
conscious assimilation and in those 
days, citadel of Anti-Zionism, Sil
ver replied: "I go there in order 
to conquer the fortress from with
in." He regarded it a national 
and Zionist mission. 

And really, he was one of the 
first who widely opened the gates 
of his Temple in Cleveland to 

c ont . on next pa~e 



national pmt, to 1omsm an 
Hebrew Culture, thereby revolt
ing again t the whole tradi tion of 
th founder of the Reform Mov
ement in America, Wi e and Poz
nansky. But he wa nonetheles 
loved and esteemed by hi con
gregation and achieved reknown 
in hi cwn city of leveland, 
which wa the privile,.,e of a few 
people only. 

ilver had won affection, re3-
pect and admiration, though be 
oft n did not bar the views of 
hi community m mber and 
nev r ou ht to find favour in 
their ey . He alway looked to
ward th great vi.ion which by 
no mean and und r no circums
tance wa he prepared to pli t 
into . hard-. 

In all hi ramified activitie he 
achieved unusual achievements,, 
and as a community rabbi - he 
was one of the gr ated in hi ge
neration. He wa a thinker, au
thor, gifted orator, dauntl s. 
fighter for progre . But the mo t 
dramatic chapter in his variegated 
Jife i the one in which he appear
ed and became known as a Zion
i t politician full of vision and 
elan, endowed with deep insight 
to skillfully penetrate obscure 
events and diplomatic intrigt;.es. 
Thi i the chapter in which h~ 
elevated the struggle for the re
vival of the State of Israel to 
heights till then unknown. 

At the 21st Zionist Congres 
in Geneva in 1939, after promul
gation of the White Paper by the 
Mandatory Government and on 
the brink of the World War II 
holocaust, Dr. Emanuel Neu
mann, his friend from youth, urg
ed him to take the leadership 
wheel in America. Silver replied: 
"I'm afraid war will break out, 
and in this war the center of gra
vity will move from Europe to 
America, and I will then f uJfill 
my task." Veritable words of 
prophecy! 

He fulfilled his promise and 
threw himself into the fight. The 
struggle extended over the years 
1943-1948. These were years that 
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Dr. Silver - A man ot Great Integrity 
Dr. Abba Hillel liver, who was 70 years old at the time of 

hls death, was not only on of the plllars of Zionism and American 
J ewi h life, but also a leading llberal and patriot. 

H e was a m ember of the board of directors of the U . . Clvll 
Llbertle Union and was Lnstnunental In e tabllsh !ng child wel
fare I gi lation. 

H e had been a past president of the Zionist Organization of 
Am rica, chairman of the board of governors of the State of 
J rael Bonds, co-<ihairman of the United Jewish Appeal, m mber 
of th council of the Jewish Agency, and a member of th 
American Emergency Committee for Zionist Affairs. His stirring 
Unit d Nations' speech on behall of a Jewish State was on of 
th bi torical mom nts of political Zionism. 

were one of the brilliant peri0ch 
in the hi tory of merican Zion
i m and the Jewi h community in 
the United States. 

With his political sense, be 
killfully attached the Jewish 

pr.oblem to the hames of world 
event , and restored to the Zion
i t Movement it revolutionary 
character embodied in the hi -toric 
drive for an outright Jewish State. 

In those years, he paved his 
way in the Zioni t Movement 
fighting against odds, against the 
assi.milationism in the Jewish com
munity in America, until he de
feated it with his bold spirit and 
valour. 

In this struggle, he challenged 
the policie of entreaty and in
tercession prevailing among the 
leading circles of American Zion
ists, a pleading which did not 
further the Zionist cause but me
rely served to enhance the inter
cessors' prestige. 

Silver gave the battle signal in 
May 1943, at a UJA Conference, 
when he relentlessly shattered il
lusions, broke up idols and thun
dered with his voice: "The tragic 
problems now facing the J ewisb 
people, will not find their solution 
in the sending of New Year 
Greetings by heads of state ... " 

He demanded wide political ac
tion, based on a m&3s movement 
and anchored in deep faith, for 
thus spoke Silver: "I believe that 
the inevitable logic of events will . ' 
m due course, turn Palestine into 
a Jewish State ... By virtue of the 
ultimate logic of occurrence, 
when all doors will be closed to 
Jews, fate will forcefully open to 
them the gates of Eretz-Israel... 
and this hour is drawing near ... " 

In those days, the steps of re
demption were echoing in Silver's 
ears and his voice was that of a 
reprimanding prophet who is also 
the bringer of tidings. However, 
the generation was yet unfit. He 
had to yield his place to com
promising elements and was again 

called to the rudder only af ter 
Pre ident Roo evelt' death and 
the di covery of his exchange of 
correspondence with Ibn- ·aud. 

Once more he was back in har
ne-s, ready to fight, and at the 
fi rst Zionist Congre3 after World 
War II, held in Basie in 1946, 
when the Movement faced the di
lemma of whether to continue re
lying on Great Britain in its a • 
pirations for the realization of 
Zioni m - ilver adv.ocated ter
mination of the tragic partnership 
with England, and the basing of 
Zionist politics on new centers, 
reaching out as far as the USSR. 

In the history of the struggle 
for the revival of the State of Is
rael, Dr. Silver will be remem
bered as a talented giant, profus
ely imbued with vision and great 
in deed3, who with his firm hand 
stirred up the 6 million Jews of 
America and brought them f.orth 
from indifference to preparedness, 
from alertness to strife, and from 
struggle to outright combat for a 
Jewish State. 

No Zionist leader had scored 
such brilliant victories in the 
Zionist front as did Dr. Silver, 
but equally significant were his 
frustrations in that arena. For 
.only in that sphere, the Zioni3t 
Movement, the Jewish People and 
the world at large, were given 
the opportunity to view Dr. Sil
ver in his most wonderful revela
tion as a .man of both Vision and 
Action. At the same times, Dr. 
Silver, in that very front, wa • 
given a chance to find out bow 
ingrate are, by way of nature, all 
those who logically should have 
shown gratefulness. 

American Jews are indebted to 
Dr. Silver who, in the decisive 
moments for the whole nation, 
forged and guided them to fulfill 
their historic mission in the ·.strug
gle for renewal of our independ
ence in our ancestral land. 

The State of Israel is indebted 
to Dr. Silver for his dauntless 

struggle in the American arena 
and at the U.N. Assembly, while 
our son and daughter here bra
vely f ught and shed their blood 
in the War of Liberation. 

The Kne set, in convening to
day this special Memorial e.;sion 
for the late Dr. Abba Hillel Sil
ver, repays part of the debt which 
the State of I rael and the Jewish 
People owe to him. 

Ble. sed be hi Memory! 

OUR LOSS 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

It was November 29, 1947, and the 
United Nations General Assembly was 
gathered for a momentous vote. Seated 
around radios in seventy lands were 
Jews, some praying, some weeping, all 
waiting. It was time to decide whether 
Palestine would be partitioned into tw~ 

states, one Arab, one Jewish. It was a 
moment when history itself seemed to 
pause for a moment to watch the pro
ceedings. 

From the gallery, along with the 
most important Zionist leaders in the 
wofld, watched Abba Hillel Silver. As 
the vote was tabulated, and the chair
man impassively intoned, "the resolu
tion is affirmed," Dr. Silver, a leader of 
Reform, took from his pocket a yar
mulka, placed it on his head and re
cited the ancient blessing of Shehechi
yanu that is said upon the occurence of 

"Blessed art Thou Wh h th 
us to 1· ' 0 a caused 
lowed tve, and sustained us, and al

us to reach this time " 
Then he broke down • 

ashameJy. ' and wept un-

This month, Abba Hillel Silver die 
and all over the world the mourning 
was sincere. For Silver was above all, 
a man of principle, an honest man, who 
would not sacrifice truth for expedi
ency. The son of a Lithuanian Rabbi, 
he was brought to the United States at 
the age of eight and grew up in New 
York City's teeming East Side, where 
he came to know the suffering of his 
people and resolved to be their champ
ion. 

In many ways, his life was a paradox. 
Though a Reform rabbi, and head of 
one of the largest Temples in the coun
try-his Cleveland Congregation boast
ing some 2500 members-he neverthe
less opposed the growth of Reform in 
Israel, calling it needless and likely to 
split the country. Though president of 
the Zionist Organization of America, 
he was hardly a narrow party man, but 
rather a champion of Israel and Zion
ism for their own sakes. 

Lase week, in this country and in 
Israel his devotion to the birth of a 
Jewish state, his decisive diplomatic 
role in making the State a reality, his 
chairmanship of the Zionist Emergency 
Council in the critical years of 1945-48, 

were recalled. At the funeral services in 
Cleveland, attended by thousands, Sil
ver's life-long friend, Emanuel Neu
mann, spoke in hushed and grieving 
tones. At Kfar Silver, in Israel, the 
village named for him and in which he 
took so much pride, Bags were Bown at 
half-masc and a week of mourning was 
proclaimed. Inside ZOA House in Tel 
Aviv, a large portrait of the dead man 
hung, draped in black and flanked with 
candles. In the words of a veteran Zion
ist leader, "his passing is more than 
the end of a man; it is the finish of 
an era." 
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Rabbi Silver, Leader of Zionism, 
Is Eulogized as 'Natural Hero' · 
By GEORGE J. BARMi\NN ers and, in their own special Social Hall, where loudspeak-

'vh t bb
. ways, remembered this man. ers brought the music and the 

enever a grea ra i . voices of the speakers. There 
dies, those of the Jewish faith "HIS PRE,~EN_CE will be were loudspeakers also in 

say, "He has bequeathed us here always, said U.S. Sen. classrooms and outside, fac-

the heritage of life." Frank J. Lausche, D-O. ing Silver Park. 

Rabb" t\bb H'll 1 s·1 f ~'No one will replace you," MANY DISTINGUISHED 
1 • a 1 e 1 ver O said Dr. Emanuel Neumann • · 

The Temple, servant of the of New York. persons attended, mcludmg 
Lord teacher and friend Anthony J. Celebrezze, U.S. 
w h ~ s e words and ideal~ "What we witnessed was a secretary of health educa
spread in a radiance from natural hero," said Rabbi _Sol- tion and welfare ; lsr~el 's am

here to beyond the seas, was omon B. Freehof of Pitts- bassador to the United States, 

•laid to rest yesterday, and burgh. Avraham Harman ; Mrs. Lau

what he bequeathed was not They gave the eulogies in sche and Mayor and Mrs. 

only life, but a courage and the hour-long service for Ralph S. Locher. Richard 

a name already written in the Rabbi Silver leader in world Tucker of ew York, Metro

history of his generation. Zionism and ' a mighty religi- politan Opera ~~mpany tenor, 

•·-> 

-~f W 

nder the great Byzantine ous figure for almost half a sacg t~e traditional Hebrew 

dome of The Temple, with the century, who died at Lakeside memorial prayer at the close. 

pale light from the sky and Hosp it a 1 on Thanksgiving Se~. Lausche recal~ed . that 

the golden lamps joining to Day. He was 70. he fu-st_ heard Rabbi SilveI: 

cast a warm reflection on the Every seat in The Temple ~t the City Club 40 years ago, 

bronze coffin before the main was filled as the funeral serv- and, to me, he became a 

altar, more than 4,000 persons ice began. Others crowded in- model." The coffin of Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver is carried &om The Temple. 

listened to eulogies and pray- to Luntz Auditori~m and the 

ODAY AT THE TEMPLE 

5,000 Are Expect~d 
at Rabbi Silver Rites 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver's roles as a powerful force in 

world affairs, as a leader in world Zionism and as a inspira

tional religious figure will be the themes of three eulogies 

at funeral services at 11 a.m. today at The Temple. 

More than 5,000 persons are expected. 
------~----u. s. Sen. Frank J . Lausche, 

a long-time friend of Rabbi of the 45-minute service will 
Silver who died unexpectedly be said by Rabbi Leo I. Feuer 
1:hanksgivi~g Day at_ La~e- of Toledo, formerly an as
side . Hospit~ of_ Umver~ity sistant at The Temple. The 
Hospitals, will deliver the fu-st psalms will be read by Rabbi 
trib~te, _praising the Rabbi's Arthur J . Lelyveld of Fair
public life. mount Temple. Closing pray-

Dr. Em an u e 1 Neumann, ers will be said by Rabbi Mil
chairman of the American ton Matz of The Temple. 

section of the Jewish Agency The Temple seats 1,700. 
for Israel, head of the Theo- Auxiliary seating arrange
dore Herzl Institute of New 
York and one of the world's Continued on Page 13\ Col. 1 
leading Zionists, will speak of l \ (\C J 
the late rabbi's role as a 
Zionist. Rabbi Silver became 
a leader in the American 
Zionist movement in 1943. 

Rabbi Solomon B. Freehof. 
a distinguished leader in the 
American reform rabbinate. 
a scholar and life-long friend 
of Rabbi Silver, will eulogize 

, his religious career. Rabbi 
Freehof is affiliated with the 
Rodepb Sholom Congregation 
of Pittsburgh. 

, THE OPENING PRAYF.R 

Plain Dealer Photo (Manin M. Greene ) 

DR. NEUMANN, chairman The only decoration at the 
of the American section of the casket was a pair of candles 

"Rabbi Silver, to me, ra- Jewish Agency for Israel on tall standards, which stood 

diated justice, strength, trust head of the Theodore Herzi at either end. In the first row 
and wisdom and the struggle Institute of New York and of pews was the family of the 

for peace ihroughout the one of the world's leading late rabbi, including his wife, 

world," he said. "He had a Zionists, said that "at a mo- Mrs. Virginia H. Silver, and 
glow of inner radiance. He ment like this, one stands his sons Rabbi Daniel J. Sil-

was. t~nd~rly me~ciful, but speechless." ver and' Raphael D. Silver. 

realistic, frrm but Just in the "His was the voice that ' 
condemnation of wrong. He called us to action," said Dr. O~ENING PRAYER_ at the 
respected i~eas . and words, Neumann, speaking of the late service was by Rabbi Leon 

but he realized ideas meant rabbi's Zionist role which he I. Feu~i: of Toledo, formerly 
nothing unless translated info took up many y~ars back. an assistant at The Temple. 

reality." "Those were the unforget- The _psalms were read by 

"I have lost a long-time table days. This towering Ra~bi Arthur J . Lelyveld_ of 

firends. The world has lost a figure has left his indelible Fairmount Temple. Closm~ 
great leader. When the trum- mark not only upon his prayers were said by Rabbi 

pet blew, Rabbi Silver was generation but upon the his- M 11 ton M. Matz. of The 

ready. His works will live with tory of his people. Temple. 
us," he said. "He was my b O y h O O d Special music for the serv-

ice was written by Klaus 
George Roy, director of pub
lications of the C 1 e v e I an d 
Orchestra and composer. The 
organist at The Temple, 
David Gooding, who also is 
musical director there, played 
some of his own music. 

ror 
CLI:VELA. . . • ""· : ( ·rn 

! - /'·._ :n~morin.l r.0r .. :=r·~ ·~,:n~ h~ld 
'k ;· R;;;_bbi Abbit H ., ,_. ~~i v~:· to
' ,:,n_~=-·v;:ui"at !Cc~"?:-:-i ..... ~ 7~·sons 
,n.ttcndini:. .---

:• The TO- ·e:i.:·-o.rl- :-. •· :Ji di d 
j fh::i. kc;giv·· .g D:-.: _ t h. home. 

:1 T:1oc;'! . ;,.:-~ir:p:>.~::-;.; he! ckd 
~n~~ .. n - Fr~r ~ .,:i l'··r P 1 

, 

,:;.r .. :11 "l, ·cu•.i , !:·1hbl Solo-
• r.1", F ,:~hof cf Pitt" r~J , 
' ~.,,,·,t !.P0 Feuer or Toledo, 

I":;,.:,bi A:thn e yve1d and 
il:i.boi ¼ilton ;:;i.~z of Clc•.-c
la d. 

Sen tor La• sc e, a :,,. ,:-time 
'.

1
fr: ,.,.,d of t ,e rabbi, praise Dr. 

1

:311•.-.... : ·s ' b'.ic .ifo in th'! first 
• r ::n:to. Dr. . ·c 1mann. chair
, 111'" o" ha A, . ricu scc-t:0!'. of 
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.... 11 ." 'I,, W .::J..t ... ~ .... .l ... .., 4 .... ._ , ... 
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.. :- " th~ .n.~c ::"!:,ors rn~c - • ... 

:a :!. ... 
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friend, my comrade, my 
teacher, my leader. Farewell, 
dear friend, dear master. 
May the prayers of all Israel 
accompany you to eternal 
rest." 

After the service, Dr. Neu
mann felt faint and was 
helped from The Temple. 

When the service ended, the 
f u n er a 1 procession went to 

"RABBI S I L V E R was Mayfield Cemetery, where 
primarily a rabbi," said ,\Rabbi Fe1;1er read the mourn
R ab bi Freehof, prominent er's kaddish (prayer). 
leader in the American re- As Rabbi Freehof said, a 
form rabbinate, scholar and lgreat life has ended and a 
life-long friend. "Whatever great memory now begins . 
else he did in the world was 
an outgrowth of his rabbinical 
ideals. 

"When he spoke, he spoke 
to a p u r p o s e ; when he 
stopped, he was silent. Abba 
was a remarkable preacher. 
It wasn't his eloquence. Elo
quence was only the vehicle 
for his thought. He was a 
fighter for a cause. He spoke 
for a cause and not against 
people. Hate was never in
volved. He was a natural 
hero." 

Rabbi Freehof ls affilia 
th the Rodeph S 
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The high ideals of a new • 
American also be,.._ produce needed Where did Preaident Kennedy 1lnd t.be 

~ torch which he declared would now be puaed 
social action 1n America. R~bi Silver to a new generation of Americana, "a sen
made the cause of the working men and eratton born 1n thta oenturJ, t.empered by 
women his own. Back 1n 1931 he was war, disciplined by a hard and bitter peace, 
appointed chairman of the Ohio Com- proud or our ancient heritage"? 
m1.ss1on on Unemployment Insurance. I What waa this ancient berltage? It wu 
was prtvlleged to serve with him on that the heritage or the Pounl'Jng Fathers and 
commtsslon. Under his leadership we the torch wu ftrllt ldndled by them. To use 
wrot.e the ftrst stat.e unemplayment tn- the words of another martyred Prealdent, 
... --e law In the Nation. Thia served Abraham Lincoln, Prealdent Kennedy "reo1.u- turned to the fountain whoee waters spring 
as a model for other States. In addi- cloae by the blood or the Revolution." 
tlon, Rabbi Silver helped to defeat the He invoked the spirit whlch grows in the 
OJ)etl-shop policy In the 1920's and the Declaration or Independence and 1n the Blll 
more recent proposed right-to-work }eg. of Rights or the Constitution of the Unlted 
islation. He wa., a tower of strength 1n States. He called upon h1a generation tlme 
the drive for social justice. and again u dld Lincoln, whose loving and 

The recipient of many awards, includ- falthfUl disciple he proved to be, "to come 
Ing the 1958 human relations award of back to the great landmaru or the Declara
the National Conference of Christians taon or 1ndepeDdence." 
and Jews, Rabbi Silver was honored by APPLIED OLD IDIIULS TO oua NEW Aas 
his many friends Including our lat.e great He applied the old ideals of our country 

dent John Kennedy only last year. to the gran problems and the menactng 
Abba Hillel Silver will be missed by all condltlons or our new age, and they became 

even more luminous and more urgently rele
of us. I, peraonally, was honored to vant than when they were Ant promulgated. 

uni him as a friend. The day before An unbroken chain or fervent human 
,t_ _:a /, ? 1... .J • his death, Rabbi Silver worked on a aspirations binda the age of Wuhlngton, tile 

Mr. YOUN o:r uni • "Ml'. President, memorial sermon on the death of our late age ot Lincoln, and the age ot Kennedy-the 
bi Abba Hillel Silver, a great and peat President John F. Kennedy. The unremttttng atrugglea of men for 1arpr 

revered humanitarian, author, teacher, eermon was never delivered. It was freedm:n. for their baa1c human rtghts, for 
and internationally respected stataman, printed, however, in the Cleveland Press tbe 411gnitJ or man-"the aelf-endent 

-...... N be 2 tnatba''-"the unalienable -'-ta." passed away on £"uuay, ovem r 9. OD Friday, November 29, 1963. In this, ..... 
Rabbi Silver was for 46 years splrltual last message to us, the warmth, .... _ U J'OII 11ft up JOUr e:r- from the freah 

- -" Where l'nlUUCUt, .... ~---leader of Cleveland's The Temple, the wisdom, and the keen insight of Rablll - . you will 11919 not far away the stat.ely 
largest Reformed Jewish congregation 1n Iver are everywhere apparent, I com- Ltn~oln Memorial and beyond that the :9-
the United Stat.es. mend this sermon, "The Legacy of a Pres- ertng Waahlngtoll Monument. More an 

The loss of this wise and good man is ident,'' to my colleagues and ask wianl- mere optical vtslon embraces these oldest and 
mourned by people of all faiths, not only moua consent that it be printed tn the newest of our national shrines. 

lvil ed to -- A chord of sacred memory• or bounden in Cleveland where we were pr eg -... at this point as a part of my faith and promise blndll them lndlallolublJ 
count him among our outstanding clti- _remaru ___ . ____________ ..,. together. They represent our Nation's~: 
zens, but throughout the country and broken covenant whlch tune and agaln -
around the world. Abba Hillel Silver There being no obJection, the sermon renewed ror us by the blood of our martyrs. 
belonged not only to The Temple and to was ordered to be printed in the Rsootto I aatd a moment ago, that President Ke~ 
Cleveland, he belonged to the world- as follows: • nedy was young and that he appealed 
and par·tte•llb to world Jewry-a THI: LEGACY 0 ,. A Pu:slDEN~RABsI Sn..,...•a the heart of young America, but he was alaO 
world whOII traatc dimensions are still Bnxo.K ·- wtse wtth the wisdom whlch men, not alto-

_......_ d ad aft.e th gether wisely, aasoclate wlth age. He had lncompreh- two ec es r e ,, I have reftected much these last few day■ the ardor and enthustasJn or youth but not 
on the nature of the unlversaJ sorrow which its inexpertence. 

Nazi genocide. Jlabbl Silver was a man the whole world mantreated at the tragic 
8

_ HAD vmioN AND l'ACD ltEALD'1' 
of ideals and IO&lla. possessing a strong death or President Kennedy. -
and burning a,elal conscience which lit It was clearly neither formal nor per- He had Tlalon but be was not a visionary. 
the hearts and m1nda of all men. functory. At home and 1n faraway landa Be wu an urbane, tboUgbtrul, cultured, 

The descendent of three generatlODB of men mourned for h1m a■ for a loat brother well-lnfonne4 human being, forceful 1n ac-
born J a■ lf he were part or their own penonai tton but tactful and moderate 1n speech 

rabbis, Rabbl Silver was on anu- llvea, who aha.red their lnnermoat hopea and and manner. 
ary 28, 1893, In IJthuanta, and came to felt their deepest needs. • Be faced naUtJ. Be understood bla 
New York with hJB family 1n 1901. Upon People or all ages srteved for h1m but world-its danger■, ita knott.ecl domestic and 
rceivlng his doctor of divtnlty degree 1n especially the young. The pel'M)nallty or international problems, eome often alm08t 
1915-having completed a 9-year courae President Kennedy appealed especially to ~•~e llmlt to, •. unrattona"eoli .!:: ~~-= !:! 
1n 4 :,ears--he iook up h1a first ministry tbe youth or the world. ...... - - .._.. 
In Wheellng, W. Va. He came to the Be wu a Joung President and he apoke h1a own penonal powers '° eet au thlnga 

land 3 d afte th 1 to the heart or young America and to all who aright t.emple in Cleve ays r e c ose had the hopeful heart or JOUth everywbere Be i-eausec1 too that the powers and re-
World War I, at age 24. in the world. He was like a young .,;..

1
e sources or our country, great u tbey = 

During his almost half a century of soartng high. .._ were not un1tm1t.ec1, and tbat we 
rvice tn Cleveland, he pve unceasing• .. Be did not belong to the category of the neither dictate to the world nor go lt alone. 

y of hJB wiadom, hil nsion, hil con- tared old ■tatesmen" who wen caught an4 Abeolute eoveretgntJ no longer .. urea ua 
ience and h1a heart to all people. His held tan 1n their WNl'f routines,,..,.._.__ or abeolute NCUl1tJ. Be undentoOd a1a0 

Jo. c1 worlda f -- the llmlt■ of mllitary power. Tbe bulc t.eresta were legion and his good W01:a1t oreYer gone, the helpl- acme. .....-1e-· f•-"-1 the world today an ~ 
Were felt On both the national and Inter- of recurnnt world dlNatera. -- - -- 1 •1on Be waa d.1Jr9Ntllt -- suaceptlble of a ftnal mllltarf 80 u. • national scene. • .. ._..... wu dawn 1n h1a But tbae lnffltable llmltatkma and their 

Rabbi snver wu one of the leadera In ~
00!, ':!::»~ Illa eau. Bis wu the attendant fruatratlona dJd run eauae hlm '° 

f-•-Ah,,. n,- s•-•- Of llrael. Aa & fer- __ ._ .,.ho--. in inaction. 'ffle wlldom al u~ .._ - 'l'OO KAWY Or V9 RA- •- - -•y ...,..,._ •v•-e- •-•-t -~--- for ..... _ ZlonJai cauae he ·- -· vva .... our --- aeema to haft sulded him. uuue veil .....,..,__. .....,, • In .... _ .,.._.., ____ ..,. u •"'e "'-- -- ' .,_ .... ., __ ._ b--• .. "'•- to...__ 1-- f .. ..._ world. .u.. - ......... - ..... - .... - la not the duty to com.p.e- ... e - " ...., too-. .LUii caae - ,cau,::&• o ..., crattc nomtnee for the Prealdency he de- neither art thOU tree to dealat from it. 
on May 8, 1N8, Rabbi Stmr pleaded the clared: "Too many Americana ha Ye ion their . In a danp!Oual7 polaed world and with 
cue for Jewlah rtghta In Palestine be- way, their wm. and their NDN or hlat.or1c an aweaome nspomlbWty nattna upon bla 
fore the United Natlona General Aasem- P\ll"PON8. u la time ror a new pneratlQn ahoUlden, he moftd cauttoualy, bin be 
bly. One week later tbe state of Ianel of leaderahlp-new men to cope With new moftd be acted with dell~ aDd 
wu proclaimed. Bavtns eeen hJa problem.I and new oppon,mw._.. ~on bUt he acted. Be fll!Jed:-
dream of a Jewish homeland tuffllled. And In Illa lnaugmat llddnilia, i.. th1111 1 but be tr1ed aptn. Be would not parm&& 
Rabbi Silver turned quiek17 to other ,-n -SO, be IOUDdltcl • clartan Call: hlmNlf io be anpred, or dlabearteDed. « 

•"-nal ~ the wortd - fortb - .... ,_ ••-- _,...,. lDIO -..~ n--'- 1naS Mlllaer WU problema on Ule tnterna.... acene. and p1..,. to rrtenci'---.. _ ~ ...... ....... •--- ,._ r•-
More recani,, be dnoted much of bu toreh 11M bNa - ............ that Cbe he enr deflected from Illa main purpme. 
efforts toward ~ Ule United of Americana." P-«I to a new pnentaon .. u• sroa An a, COlll'M49III 
NaUona and armlJ cbuUaed UloN Dell• Tbe ........... ..... IA tad to bta awn- ........... la Ill ._. .. at al 
nu.t NAlantdlD weul411ek temponu,y ::-.:r ....,.. ... ,. a... at 111n.,... &Mir anot l'alndlbl ___ ., ......... la , .. :,:-,-., DJlllll1aS -==~ ...... .... ...., .. ._ - ... ... . 
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Thousands Attend Rites for Zionist 
Statesinan, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
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clplea. He atood Immovable u a rock when 
tlle butc principles of our Conatltutton or 
the butc rtgbta of man were Involved. 

Be ,ru not doctrinaire. He knew how 
to bend u a tree bends before strong winds 
but hla roota always remained ftrmly aet ~ 
the earth. He profited from bla mlatakea and 
thoee of bis predeceesoni, u be did ln the cue 
of the CUban flasco early 1n hla administra
tion. 

He saw clearly the five beaettlng dange;s 
of our age. He bad been summoned to lead 
our Matton in an hour of maximum danger, 
but with open eyes and a stout heart be con
fronted them. 

"However close we sometimes seem to that 
dark and final abyss, let no man of peace 
and freedom despair. • • • If we can all per
aevere, if we can In every land • • • look 
beyond our own ahores and ambitions then 
aurely the age wm dawn In which the ~trong 
are Juat and the weak secure and the peace 
preeened." 

Be faced the danger of the nuclear age. Be, 
more than any of us, undenitood, because all 
aourcea of Information were available to him, 
what a nuclear war would mean to mankind. 

Be buUt up the mJUtary strength of our 
Nation ao that it qht act u a deterrent to 
asgreulon and war. But while so engaged, 

he explored every avenue to dlacover some 
basis o! agreement whereby the dangers o! a 
nuclear war m1ght be lessened. 

NUCLEAR TEST BAN GREAT ACHttVEMENT 

Arter many repeated trials and !allures, he 
succeeded In arriving at an agreement with 
the Soviet Union on a nuclear teat ban which 
banned nuclear tests everywhere except un
derground. It was an important achievement 
even though it was not a guarantee against 
nuclear war. 

The next step and the next and the ftnnl 
step still remained; but the first step "back 
from the shadow of war" had to be taken 
and he took It. 

He wa.s opposed to an arms race with the 
Soviet Union though in the few brief years 
in office, he un!ortunntely could make no 
headway. 

··it Is • • • our Intention to challenge the 
Soviet Union, not to an arm.a race, but to a 
peace race; to advance step by step, stage 
by stage, until general and complete dis
armament has actually been achieved." He 
ardently pursued peace. In the speech which 
be was to deliver 1n Dalla.a the day he wu 
assassinated, ho declared: 

John F1tzgernld Kennedy looked deeply 
Into his own soul. 

He sn.w the dnngcr to the free world In the 
condition of ml6cry, lmprovcrlshment, and 
bnckwardness of the underdeveloped coun
tries o! thll world. Freedom. he knew, cannot 
thrive In an explosive resent.: 11 world which 
can find its relief from Intolerable economic 
conditions only In revoluUon. 

And so he developed nn cxtt'nslve program 
of aid to the dcprc56ed nrens of tho earth. 
He called Into being the Alliance for Prog
ress to help the peoples C Central and 
South America, to mobilize their own re
sources and energies to raise t.hc standard of 
living of their people. 

He created the Peace Corps. the most noble 
and beautiful act of his career. He Inspired 
our youth to go to the far corners of the 
earth to serve wthout a11y expectation of 
monetary rewD.rd In order to bring help, guid
ance, and healing to the desper tely needy 
of the world. 

lIE SAW DANGER IN BIGOTRY HERi! 

He &aw the danger to our domestic peace 
and our !rce Institutions In the lndurate, 
century-old discrimination to whlch the 
Negro citizens o! our country were being 
subjected and he acted with energy and 
courage in the face or violent resistance, cal
umny nnd personal abuse. 

LIFE WAS FULL OF NODLE PURPOSE 

Most of his work remains uncompleted, 
even as his ll!e wna uncomplct d. At the 
close ot every worthy cnrcer, much unfinished 
business remains. He dealt In national nd 
world Issues ot such wide dimensions that 
they could not be settled even In a lifetlme 
much longer than was granted him. 

But the value of a mnslerplecc Is not the 
size of the canvas nnd the glory of a song Is 
not the length of Its stanzas. A small pool 
of clear water may often reflect all tho glories 
of the heavens. 

Here was a life replete with tho beauty 
of noble purposes and nsplrntlons. which 
set In motion grent enterprises rich in prom
ise for our Nation and for the world. Hero 
was the American tradition of ma.lice to
ward none and charity for all embodied In 
an Intrepid young leader who M traglcaliy 
brought down In the soaring mldfllght of his 
resplendent career. 

Here la high sorrow for all of us-but also 
high hope, hope thnt his lite wm In plre 
other lives-that our people wm look to his 
example, his meBllnge, and his mission, and, 
in a chastened spirit, wlll forego the bate 
which turns brother against brother, and 
people against people, hope that they wtll 
resolutely persevere ln the ways of progre88 
andpeaee. 

"Our strength wm never be used in pur-
11uit o! aggressive ambitlon.s-lt will "l'Vays 
be used In pursuit of peace. It will never 
be used to promote provocatlon&-it wUl al
ways be used to promote the peaceful settle
ment of disputes." 

President Kennedy tried to mitigate the 
bitterness ot the cold war. He did not hate. 
In this he was far ahead of most of our 
people in whose midst hate now stalks like 
a dark apparition, like "a pestilence that 
walketh In darkness, or a destruction that 
wasteth at noonday." 

Ho was compelled to resort to nctlon which "Jonathan upon thy high places la slain. 
was very distasteful to him when bigotry- ' "I am dlstreBlled for thee, my brother 
blinded State Governors In Mississippi and• Jonathan. 

URGED DOTH SIDES TO SEEK PEACE 

He summed up his attitude In his Inaug
ural address: 

"To those nations who would make them
selves our .adversary, we offer not a pledge 
but a request; that both aides begin anew 
the quest for peace, before the dark powers 
of destruction unleashed by science engulf 
all humanity in planned or accidental sel!
destructlon. 

"So let us begin anew-remembering on 
both s des that clvlllty la not a sign of weak
ness, and sincerity Is always subject to proof. 
Let us never negotiate out of fear. But let 
us never tear to negotiate." 

But he would not be imposed upon. When 
he aa.w a clear and present danger to the 
security of America he acted with a tlnnnesa 
and dispatch which aatounded the world
as when he forced the Soviet Union to dis
mantle the long-range mlsslle b3aes in Cuba. 

When ho felt that an unfair advantage was 
being taken of the American people, he again 
acted with atartllng foreetulness, aa when he 
competed the powerful steel companies o! tho 
United Sta.tea to rescind their price lncrea.ses 
alter he had persuaded American labor to 
accept lower wage terma 1n order to avert 
natlonnl inflation. 

He was not atr Id \o incur the momentary 
dlspleaaure of his own people. He had cour
nge and he admired courage. In his book, 
"Profiles 1n Courage," he showed how the 
courage of certain men 1n publlc lUe served 
America, even though at 1.lmea It wrecked 
their own political careera. 

LOOKED DEEPLY INTO BU 80UL 

"In whatever arena ot life one may meet 
th challenge of courag , whatever may be 
the s crlftcea h faces 1! he follows hla conscl
ence--the loaa of his friends, hla fortune, hla 
contentni nt, ev n the esteem of hla fellow 
m n-ea.ch m n muat decide for blmaelf the 
cour he 111 follow." 

"Th atorlea of put courage can deftne th&\ 
ln red! nt-they can te ch, theJ can offer 
hope, they n provld tnaplr Uon. But tbeJ 
cannot aupplJ courag itself. Por nch man 
IDU.t look Into hla own aoul." 

Alabama defied tho authority of the Su- "How are the m1ghty fallen." 
premo Court of the United States and by 
thelr shameless defiance sparked riots and 
acts of bombing and murder which shamed 
America In the eyes o! the world. 

But he was determined that full Justice 
shall be done to the Negro and that the dark 
ages or scgregntlon, disfranchisement and 
discrimination In employment shall end for 
them. He recommended a comprehensive 
bill on clvll rights to the Congress o! the 
United States. He declared: 

CIVIL RIGHTS DILL SEEN AS TRIBUTE 

"A rising tide o! dlscont.cnt • • • threat
ens the publlc s.1fcty • • • tho eventa In 
Birmingham and elsewhere have so lncreued 
tho cries for cquallty that no city or State 
or legislative body can prudently choose to 
Ignore them. 

"The result of continued Federal leglsla
t.ive inaction will continue, 1! not Increase, 
rnclal strl!e-causlng tho leadership of both 
aides to pass from tho hands of reasonable 
and responsible men to the purveyors of 
hate and violence.'' 

The sincerest tribute which the Congress 
of tho United States can pay to the martyred 
President Is to pass the civil rlghta bill now 
pending. It wlll be an everlasting memorial 
to him, even as the Emancipation Procla
mation has been to Abraham Lincoln. 

Ho saw the danger of Inadequate educa
tion and tralnlnc for the youth of our 
Nation !or the new world Into which they are 
moving. Our Nation needed more schools, 
colleges, and teachers. "NeD.rly halt of our 
high school graduates." he d clarcd, "lack 
either the funds or the facilities to attend 
college. The Nation cannot afford to main
tain Its Military Eatabllshment and neglect 
its bra1n po er." 

He r commend d bllla to Improve educa
tional quality, and at the colle e level, to 
provide Federal loans !or the construction 
of a.cad mlc !acllltlea and federallJ financed 
acholarahlps. 

One can r dllJ point to manr other 
no ble programs and actlvltl of hla Pr 1-
dencJ. In all of th m, he wa.a whole, enttre, 
or one piece, a dedl ted rv t of JuaUce, 
fatrn , freedom, and pe . He wu not 
alwaya aucc ful. Suoc l not 1 ara the 
m ure of greatn . H w not alwara lD 
the rt ht. What leader of men Her la? 

Large Crowd in 
• To Rabbi Silver. 

membership of more than 2,500 
familie , attracted wide atten
tion early in hi mini try 
through his theological writ
ing, his vigorous and power
ful oratory, and h" advocacy 
of civil rights, the rights of 
labor, and his activitie toward 
ending unemployment. Under 
Pre ident Hoover, he wa a 
member of a national commit
tee formed to tight unemploy
ment. Later . h wa chairman 
of the Ohio Committee on Un
employment In urance , and a 
founder of thi tate's unem
ployment insurance movement. 

Effecti,·e poke. man 

Dr. Goldmann characterized 
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11 .... • of condolence were fifth reneration of rabbi• in hit den.t of the Zionlat Or~tloo 

received- from President Z9!· family-and one of his sons, I of America; chairman ot tbe 
man Sb,zar of Israel; Israel I Daniel, ia allo a rabbi. Young American Section of the then 

Prime Minister, Levi Ea~01i Abba Silver was brought by his Jewish Atency for Palestine la 
members of Israel's Ca~ii:iet, parents to the United States at 1946-48; and as co-chairman of 

nd leaders of Israel's poh~ical the age of 8, and grew up on the United Jewish Appeal. At 
parties left, center and righ~. New York's lower East Side. his death he was chdnnan o1 

r. N~hum Goldmar_m,. presi- He studied at the University of the board of governors of the 
ent of the World z10~ 1st Or- Cincinnati and at the Hebrew Israel Bond Oreanization. 
anization hailed D_r. Silver as Union College, being ordained He had been president of the 
'an outst~nding voice of Am- a Reform rabbi at HUC in 1915. Central Conference of Ameri- 1 
rican Jewry - a gre,~t Am- His first congregation was the ca~ Ra!:>bi~; director of the Am
rican and a great Jew. Th~re Eff Street Temple, at Wheeling, en_<:an ~nends of the Hebrew 
aa wides Pre ad mour_nmg W. Va. In 1917, he came here as University; a member of the 
roughout Israel fo_r pr. ~1lver spiritual leader of The Temple bo_ard of. t~uste_es o1 the ~

n official and unofficial circl~s. in this city. In World War I, he encan Civil Liberties Un1oni 
. The honorary pallbearers m- served as a chaplain in the U .S. and active in the Clevelana 

• 1 eluded a veritablE: Who's Who Army in France and later re- Bureau . ot Jewish Education; 
.) of prominent civic an<;J. com- ceived a high decoration for his the Jewish Welfare Federation 

.......... • J munal leaders, non-Jewish ~nd rvice from the . French Gav- and. the Jewish Community 
·•· 'j Jewish, Zionist and non-Ziomsl. er~··- - -+. - Je~ish Academy ?f Arts and 

• Among them were Anthon)' :Rabbi Silver, building his ~ciences;_ the Jewish Publica-
Celebrezze, Secretarr of Health, co.... • d.t,.,11 in Cleveianct from tlon Society; the Council of 
J:ducation and Welfar~ ; Dr. T. a s~a'ii synagogue to one of the Jewish Federations and Wei
Keith Glennan, president of. outstanding religious institu- fare Funds; the Council of 
C.e Institute of Technolog~, tions in the country, with a Democracy; the American B_irtb 
here; Dr. Nelson Gluecl_{, presi- membership of more than 2,500 Control League; the American 
dent of the Hebr~w Union Co~- families, · attracted wide atten- Red Cross ; an<l a member of I 
leee-Jewish Institute of Rell- tion early in his ministry the board C?f governors of the 
1ion· Ambassador Avraham through his theological writing, Hebrew. U~10n eollege. I 
Harman Israel's envoy to his vigorous and powerful ora- Rabbi Silvei: was honored at 
Washington; Cleveland Mayor tory, and his advocacy of civil many outstanding events _during , 
Ralph J . Locher; Dr. John S. rights the rights of labor and t'he last year upon reachms the 
Milis, pre~ide~t of Western Re- his activities toward ending un- age of 70. His awards and deco-
serve Umver~ity. Nussbaum employment. Under President rations included a long list of 

Also Rabbi Ma~ t • f the Hoover, he was a member of honors from many institutions 
of Holly

O
wood,. P\~s~d~ Ari\eri- a· national committee formed to of higher learning, Zionist and 

Zionist rJgaru~ 1J Schwartz fight . unemployment. Later, he other Jewish organizations. In 
ca; D~. o_sep ·d t of the was chairman of the Ohio Corn- Israel, he was made an honor
executive vice-pre.Si ~n n . Louis mitte on Unemployment Insu- ary citizen of Nathanya, Ramat 
Iarael Bond O~gamzatlo 'cl _. ranee and a founder of this Gan and Tel Aviv. He was a 
E. Seltzer, editor of tte .1 ~~ state's unemployment insurance prolific and prominent author 
land Press; Thomas 11 

• 
1ci movement on theology, world Jewish af

tor-publisher of the Cleve~n t Meanwhile, he had become fairs and other progressive 
Press; Ma~ Bress!er, preSi de~f one ot America's most impas- themes. Kfar Silver, a youth 
of the Jewish National Fun . sioned and most effective vilage in Israel, was named in 
A,Jnerica;. Harry ~- Shapiis~ spokesmen for the rebirth of his honor by the ZOA. 

RABBI ABBA HILLEL SIL VER 

representing the U_ruted Jew the Jewish Homeland in Pales
Appeal; Dr. J . reichman, repf tine. He was chairman of the 
resenting the Liberal Party. 0 American Zionist Emergency 
Israel . as well as. the executive Council in 1933-34 and again 
council of Kfar Silver, an Israel from 1945 to 1948. During thP 
youth s~tlem~nt ~amed . after latter period, he was one of 
Abba Hilel S~lver ! Dr. Sidney the leading fighter of \\·or ,u 
Marks, execut!ve 1;hrector of t~e Zionism at the new United Na
Zionist Organization of Amert- tions, and was one of the most 
ca; Harold Manson. of New prominent participants in the 
York ; and ma!'ly pro~ment rab- UN debates that led to the 
bis from various cities. UN's adoption of the Palestine 

CLEVELAND (JTA )-Tbou
sands of mourners, including 
world and national leaders of 
the Zionist movement and high 
Washington, state and local 
officials, Sunday attended fun
eral services for Rabbi Abba 
Hillel Silver, outstanding Zion
ist leader, who died last Thurs
day from a heart attack at the 
age of 70. 

Eulogies lauding Dr. Silver as 
a Jewish leader, great orator 
and great American, were de
livered before a hushed assem
blage of 2,500 in The Temple, 

the famous synagogue in which 
he served as rabbi for many 
years and at the graveside at 
Mayfield cemetery. Many thou
sands, unable to get into the 
overcrowded synagogue, lis
tened to the services outside the 
building over loudspeakers. 

The eulogies were delivered 
by Dr. Emanuel Neumann, 
chairman of the Jewis'h Agency 
for Israel-American Section: 
U.S. Senator Frank J . Lausche, 
of Ohio; Rabbi Solomon Free
hof of Pittsburgh; and Rabbi 
Milton M. Motz, associate rabbi 
of The Temple. The services 
were conducted by Rabbi Leon 
Arthur J . Lelyveld of Fair
mount Temple, Cleveland. El 
Moleh Rachmin, the traditional 
prayer for the departed, was 
chanted by Richard Tucker of 
the Metropolitan Opera Com
pany. 

Abba Hipel Silver was born Partition Plan in 1947. 
in the Lithuanian town °~ He had also served as presi- CUT 
Neistadt, the son of Rabbi ,,,, ./:,,_ .» ~ 
Mos••s;;;~~~-V2' 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5, 1963 

Abba Hillel Silver 
It is hard to grow accustomed to the 

idea that the voice of Rabbi Abba Hillel 
Silver has been silenced by death. It is 
hard to think of him and of death at 
the same time. He was so vital, so 
dynamic, so convincing as a Jew and as 
an American. We doubt not that he was 
the greatest man in the Rabbinate in 
many a generation. 

Rabbi Silver was uniquely endowed, 
both physically and intellectually. An 
impresmve figure of a man, he was a 
scholar who ranked high amongst pro
f essional scholars, an author who had 
the gift of lucidity and clarity, a preach
er and speaker unequalled, a man of deep 
and abiding religious faith who believed 
and preached and exemplified the prin
ciple of the emulation of the divine 
attributes in social institutions, as well 

I 

aa in the everyday conduct of men and 
women. 

He loved his people whose soul and 
history and ideals he knew and under
atood. He believed in hia people's destiny 
and mission in the world. He believed 
in h1a people's capacity to fulfill its 
mission. He believed In the future of h1s 

people and believed lt would be a great 
and noble future. 

He loved his people's homeland and 
placed in the service of the reunion of 
land and people his unmatched talents. 
He was richly rewarded in the creation 
of the new State of Israel to which he 
dedicated from boyhood on, all that he 
had of love, of enthusi~sm, of conviction 
and the great endowments with which 
a gracious God blessed him. 

His going out of our .midst creates a 
void which will not be filled readily, 
because he was unique in his generation 
in the fortunate combination of gifts of 
mind and heart, of enthusiasm and lead
ership of learning and personal charm 
and grace. He has won a place, and an 
honored place, in J ewtsh history, a place 
which is assured and which, in tum, 
s.ssures that throughout generations vet 
to come, the name of Abba Hillel Silver 
will be remembered and renowned 
"among the holy and noble who shine 
as the brightness of the firmament." 

Our generation was fortunate, indeed, 
in having him as one of us, in being 
blessed by his life and service and spirit; 
and we, in tum, bless his name and 
thank God for His gift to us In the 11ft 
of Ulla Rabbi and aervant of Ood. 



T H E TEMPLE B U LLETIN 

RODEF SHALOM CONGREGATION I • PITTSBURGH, PA. 

ABBA HILLEL ILVER 

My c1assmate and lifelong friend , 1,1,a Hillel ilvcr. lias .,,11.l

dcnly passed away al the age of seventy. My ow11 .,_1•11,.,e ol' loi-,.; 

is great. I have honored him as perhap,.; 1hr l!re.1le,.;I leader in 

our Reform rabbinate. More tlwn a per;;onal lwrea\'l'mt·nl , thi~ 

i a bereavement for our faith and our Jewi,.;h f,~llow,;hip all 

over the world. ~o American has done anywhere nea r a,; 111111· '1 

for making tlic State of Israel poss ible as had Alilia llillc•I 

Silver. He was my dear frieml, an ornament lo our Hel'or111 

rabl.,inate and a ~T<'at leader of worM Jrwry. May Go,I t·on,.;olt• 

his mourning family and strengthen us all lhrouµ;li I.ht• blc•,.;,-ing 

of his memory. 

olomon B. Fr<·ehuf 

(4) 

\ ol. II 

THE TEMPLE BULLETIN 

( 'OLLI . ' (;WOOD A\ E ( ' E TE:\IPLE 

l I 11\ I K \II . I! I IR, ll . ll J H,1,1, 1 

J if f(){ 1) . 1{()',f\',f(l( ' h. , \I \!1.J: .. A--11,·i.11<: K.1!,I, , 

21; ( 11ll111i.:"""d H1111f!,\-ti.<) 
I ! ll I I)() , ( H 11 ! 1 ! ;,,21i 

1Ju illr111nria111 

DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
1893-1963 

"\ \I. 'J. 

It i:-; my , ·t>rr sad task to n•<·ord tile passing· of I )r .. .\lilia I l ilh·l 
. 'ih·<1 r, m.,· h<'lon•d tPaelwr, guid(• and l'ri<•t11l. ,,orld n•no,,·1wd 
leader, ehampion of justie<•. and th<' most <>loqtt(•nt pn•adH•r in 
Anwritan l'eligiou .· life. I l e \\'a .· <'ertainl_,· th• l'on•nwst .Te,, of 
our gen •ration. I lis Jp,ulersl1ip in the Pll'ol't for tlH• Pstalilishnwnt 
of Israel and his nttm<:'rou:-. aeliiL·,·<·ment. in man,,· lll'ids inl'luding 
.Jewd1 s<:holarship, \\"ill find for him an important plan' in .J L•wi.·h 
h istor.,·. 

For :ill':. Feuer and for m.,·sell' this is a deep p<1r:-.onal lo: .. 
sen·ed a: his fir:-t A:sistant nahhi. Ile wa. with both ol' us on 
e\'er~· impol'tant o<Tasion in olll' lin~s. I le install<>d 111 • a"' Uahhi 
of Collingwood Av •nue Temple and was with oul' Cong;r g;ntion on 
numerou:-; o Ta:1011: ineluding· the de<lieation of th' addition to Olli' 
Temple. 

l helped him to eelehrale man~· notahle e\' 1nts in his life . 
. t hL 70th Birthday eel •hl'ation la:t ,Januar~·. 1 pal'tic:ipated on 
behalf of the entral onf 1 rence of . meric:an Ilabhis. 

~l a:v the ,od of our Father: grant peac:e anci re:t to hi: 
mighty :pirit. 

L on 1. F u r 
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RESOLUTION NO. 63-68 

By Mayor Aurelius, 
Councilmen: Elconin, Goodman, Konigsberg, Silver, Skall, Sugarman, Wallack. 

BEING A RESOLUTION MEMORIALIZING THE DEATH OF RABBI 
ABBA HILLEL SILVER 1 AND DECLARING AN ilIBRGENCY. 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of University Heights, 
Ohio, have been apprised of the death of Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, at the 
age of 70, which occurred suddenly and without warning on Thanksgiving Day, 
November 28, 1963; and 

WHEREAS, this Council wishes to express its grief and at the same 
time its admiration and respect for one who was probably the most famous and 
revered world leader of the greater Cleveland Community; NOW, THEREFORE: 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of University Heights, 
Ohio, all members unanimously concuITing: 

SECTION 1. On behalf of the citizens and residents of the City 
of University Heights, Ohio, many of whom worship 

in the Temple of which Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver has been the spiritual leader 
for more than 40 years, this Council does hereby pay tribute to the memory 
of Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver for his great spiritual guidance, moral precepts, 
courageous advacacy of enlightened civic and world issues and for his magnan
imous devotion of a lifetime to the greater Cleveland Community including the 
City o~ University Heights. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver's life has been one of great achievement 
to which columns of newspapers throughout the nation have been devoted and 
perhaps his greatest world achievement was hia address to the United Nations 
which developed world opinion in favor of the establishment of the State of 
Israel. At the same time, he was a great advocate of local, state and na
tional issues; and presidents, governors and mayors have looked to him for 
guidance and wisdom. He was a great American. 

In his memory let us here resolve that the life and deeds of 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver shall continue to inspire all of us and that his 
teaching shall never be forgotten in this Community. 

SECTION 2. The Clerk-Treasurer of the Council is hereby directed 
to send a copy of this Resolution to the widow and 

family of Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, so that they may know of the admiration 
and esteem which this City of University Heights, Ohio, and its citizens and 
residents have always had for this great patriot and servant of God. 

WHEREFORE this Resolution shall t alee effect and be in force 
immediately upon its passage and approval. 

PASSED: Dece■ber 2, 1963 
APPROVED: December 21 1963 

ATTE.ST:(Signed) Jean Lloyd Keller 
Jean Lloyd Keller, Clerk-Treasurer 

(Signed) Earl W. Aurelius 
Earl w. Aurelius, Mayor 

CERI'IFICATION 

I, JEAN LLOYD KELLER, Clerk-Treasurer of the City of Un1versit7 
Heights, Ohio, do hereby certifJ that the foregoing is a true and correct 
copy ot Resolution No. 63-68, passed by the Council of said City at its 
regular meeting held Monday, December 2, 1963. 

IN WITNESS ~REOF I have hereunto set ,q hand and affixed the 
seal of said City thisf</p/.d&y of December, 1963. 

~ 
n Lloyd Kell r, lerk-Treaaurer 

City of University Heights, Ohio. 



Resolution No. 1874-63 

By Mayor Locher and Messrs. Banko,Bell,Bilinski,Blaha,Brooks, 
Carr,Mrs.Cotner,Messrs.Dempsey,Dennerll,Duggan,Fatica, 
Franks,oaspar,Gilliam,Henry,Hooper,Jackson,Katalinas, 
Kellogg,Latkovic,Masterson,McCafferty,Mrs.McCafrery, 
Messrs.Pecyk,Pilch,Russell,Sinkiewicz,Stanton,Sweeney, 
Turk,Mrs.Vales,Messrs.Williams,Zone. 

WHEREAS, Council is most grieved to learn of the pass
ing or Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, who has gone to his eternal 
rest on November 28, 1963, at the age or Seventy; and 

WHEREAS, being a gifted Rabbi, a towering spirit and 
force 1n world Jewry, a leader in the Zionist movement for 
almost half a century and an active leader 1n many or the civic 
and welfare causes or this City, Rabbi Silver was born in 
Neinstadt, Schirw1ndt, Lithuania on January 28, 1893, and rep
resented the family's third consecutive generation or ordained 
rabbis; and 

WHEREAS, migrating to this Country with his parents, 
at a young age, Rabbi Silver, early 1n life, became interested 
in the Zionist cause in which destiny had him become the lead
ing figure in the formation or Israel as a free and independent 
homeland of the Jewish people; and 

WHEREAS, after his graduation from high school, Rabbi 
Silver entered Hebrew Union College 1n Cincinnati, at the same 
time attending the University of Cincinnati, graduating from 
both 1n 1915, completing a nine year rabbinical program in four 
years; thereafter serving as spiritual leader of the Eoff Street 
Temple (Congregation L'Shem Shamayim) in Wheeling, West Virginia, 
from 1915 to 1917; and 

WHEREAS, in 1917, Rabbi Silver was appointed rabbi of 
The Temple (Congregation Tifereth Israel) in Cleveland, and 
served throughout the years as spiritual leader or The Temple 
until his passing; and 

WBBREAS, while serving 1n France during World War I, 
Rabbi Silver's llinistry to the Allied Troops won him the 
Academic P&lllB as Officier de l'Instruction Publ1Que; and 

WHEREAS, Rabbi Silver's entire rabbinical career was 
crowned with honors; he was not only a spiritual leader but a 
profound student of Jewish lore, religion and history; author 
and advocate or progressive social movements without restric
tive regard or race, creed or nationality and an eloquent 
spokesman tor centuries-old aspirations of the Jewish people 
or a hoMland, giving his energies, his heart and his brilliant 
ability in procla1m1.ng the cause or the Jewish nation 1n the 
Judgment halls and governmental councils throughout the world; 
and 

WHEREAS, Rabbi Silver had rorcet'ully and eloquently 
taught and espoused love of God and love of aan and had been 
one ot the strongest forces 1n our CollllllUllity, our Nation, and 
throughout the world 1n bringing all people the •aaage of 
brotherhood or man under God; and 
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WHEREAS, Council desires to record and honor the mem
ory ot Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, whose whole lite had been 
devoted, not only to wife and family, but to the welfare or 
the co-unity, Country and the world and whose passing will be 
mourned by all mankind; now, therefore, 

BB IT RESOLVED, That this Council does honor the mem
ory ot Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver and extends its sincerest and 
deepest sympathy to his surviving wife, family and relatives. 

BB IT FURTHER RBSOLVBD, That the Clerk of Council be 
and he hereby is requested to transmit a copy or this resolu
tion to Mrs. Abba Hillel Silver at her residence at 19810 
Shaker Boulevard, Shaker Heights, Ohio. 

ember 3, 1 

I, Thad Fusco, Clerk or Council of the City or Cleveland, 
do hereby certify that the rorego1ng is a true and correct copy 
of Resolution No. 1874-63, adopted by the Council or the City 
or Cleveland, December 3, 1963. 

WITHESS my hand and seal at Cleveland, Ohio., this Third 
day or December., 1963. 

Thad Puaco 
Clerk or Council 



STATE OF OHIO 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
A RESOLUTION 

H. R. No. 114 

MESSRS. MATIA - CALABRESE, JR., - CORRIGA - MRS. 
DONNELLY - MESSRS. FEIGHAN - FUERST - HORVATH -
KRUPA SKY - MOONEY - NOVAK - POKORNY - SCHINNERER -
STOKES - SWEENEY - TAFT 

In tribute to the life and services of Rabbi 
Abba Hillel Silver, citizen of the world. 

WHEREAS, The members of the House of Representatives of the 105th General Assembly 
of Ohio have learned, with deep regret, of the untimely death of Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, a 
great citizen of the world, whose greatness lies in the depth of the impression which his life 
has left upon the sands of time, demonstrated through the influence of his life on the minds 
and character of those who were so fortunate to come in contact with it and profited by its 
example; and 

WHEREAS, Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, recognized throughout the world as a towering 
spirit and force in world Jewry for nearly half a century, and loved as a leader possessed 
of that instinct, that spark that made him unable to meet his fellow man otherwise than 
simply as a man; and 

WHEREAS, Under the guidance of his deft hand and great heart, The Temple, an edifice 
considered to be one of the truly aesthetic masterpieces of twentieth century architecture, 
was erected in Cleveland, its ongregation one' of the mo t influential in America, and now 
this magnificent structure stands as a memorial to the wisdom of one of the great liberal 
figures of his age, and to the endless contributions he made as one of the architects and 
shapers of the modern state of Israel; and 

• WHEREAS, Rabbi Silver, in his own community, earned and held the admiration and 
respect of the Protestant clergy for his leadership in the community; in America he 
provided leadership for the Zionist movement, heading the Zionist Organization of America 
in the years 1945-46; the ref ore be it 

RESOLVED, That, in tribute to a great humanitarian, whose wide scope of influence 
extended throughout the world, and everywhere enhanced the cultural, moral, and spiritual 
well-being of his fellow man; as an expression of our deep sorrow and as a token of the deep 
sympathy each and every member of the House of Representatives of the 105th General 
Assembly bears, we adopt this resolution and cause a copy thereof to be spread upon the 
pages of the journal; and be it further 

E OLVED, That the Clerk of the House of epr sent tiv s transmit properly authenti
cated copies of this resolution to Virginia H. Silver, the bereaved widow of the deceased; 
to his two sons, Rabbi Daniel J. Silver and Raphael D. Silver; and to the President and 
Board of Trustees of The Temple (Congregation Tifereth Israel), E. 105th Street and 
Ansel Road, . E., Cleveland, Ohio. 

Adopted 

December 5, 1963 

TTEST: <2-1fb < -------Clerk 
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Dear friends, 

We have within a period of a week 

been subjected to a series of stunning 

shocks. A few brief tearful days have 

passed since the astounding assas

sination of our young, talented and 

vital Chief Executive. Now comes the 

saddening news of the loss of our dis

tinguished and beloved colleague, 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver. Truly, in the 

midst of life we are in death, but, 

also, we believe in the midst of death 

we are at home in Eternal Life. The 

depth of our grief for Rabbi Silver is 

echoed in the scripture that he loved

in the faith that he promulgated in the 

way of life that he practiced- II Sam

uel, Chapter 3 v.38, "Know Ye not that 

there is a Prince and a great man 

fallen this day in Israel." The Talmud 

further elucidates its praise of the 

great men of the past, it describes 

them in terms that are strikingly rele

vant, "Patish Chazok- V'Amud Barzel" 

- a mighty hammer and an iron pillar. 

Rabbi Silver's voice was one of 

eloquence, reinforced by consummate 

scholarship and illuminated by 

prophetic fire. He was a mighty ham
mer, helping to create a nation on the 

anvil of circumstance and on the forge 

of history. One of the architects of 

modern Israel, he carried high the 

banner of leadership borne by Weiz
mann and Wise, and other departed 

giants of the spirit. 

Rabbi Silver spoke out clearly and 

categorically, not shrinking from 

espousing unpopular causes. On issues 

that were significant to him, he stood 

as an iron pillar. Possessed by an im

pressive physical appearance, blessed 
with many talents and dowered with 

many gifts, he gave much to our com

munity, to our people, to our faith and 

to the world. 

We are certain that the memory of 

a well-spent life will bring to his lov

ing family an abiding consolation . 

~~~ 
Rabbi 
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Sabl,atl, Eve11i11g Se,·vie~ 

Friday, December 6th, at 8:N P.M. 

Rabbi Morton M . Applebaum Will Deliver a Memorial Tribute : 

11RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER: 
zerher ls<ul,lik livrodio" 

Condie Light ing : Mrs. Horry Poscover 

Oneg Shobbot Host esses: M esdames A . Friedma n, J . He inick and H . Ard man 

IDtmplt itt~ lfsratl iullttiu 
TEMPLE BETH ISRAEL 

COLUMBIA PARK, ALTOONA, PENNSYLVANIA 
(Member, Union of American Hebrew Con9re91tion1) 

NATHAN KABER, Rabbi and Editor 
RetMn, Poscaac G"4rancccd 

IN .MEMORI'.AM 

RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

1893-1963 

Distinguished American,renowned world Jewish leader,scholar, 
author,champion of human and Jewish rights,a prime mover in 
the establishment of the State of Israel;46 years spiritual 
leader of the largest Reform congregation in America, The 
Temple,Cleveland,Ohio; Teacher and inspirer of Rabbis,includ
ing Rabbi Kaber who was confirmed by Rabbi Silver and span~ 
sored by him for admission to the Hebrew Union College. 

Rabbi Kaber was in Cleveland when Rabbi Silver passed away 
on Thanksgiving Day and attended the funeral service on 
Sunday, December 1. 
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World Jewry Mourns Rabbi Silver 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

President Shazar Eulogizes "This 
Great Figure In American Jewry" 

CLEVELAND (JTA)-Thousands of mourners, including world and 
national leaders of the Zionist movement and high Washington, state 
and local officials, Sunday attended funeral services for Rabbi Abba 
Hillel Silver, outstanding Zionist leader, who died this weekend from a 
heart attack at the age of 70. 

Eulogies lauding Dr. Silver as a 
Jewish leader, great orator and 
great American, were delivered be
fore a hushed assemblage of 2,500 
in The Temple, the famous syna
gog in which he served as rabbi 
for many years, and at the grave
side at Mayfield cemetery. 

The eulogies were delivered by 
Dr. Emanuel Neumann, chairman 
of the Jewish Agency for Israel
American Section; U. S. Senator 
Frank J. Lausche, of Ohio; Rabbi 
Solomon Freehof, of Pittsburgh; 
and Rabbi Milton M. Matz, asso
ciate rabbi of The Temple. The 
services were conducted by Rabbi 
Leon Feuer, of Toledo; and Rabbi 
Arthur J. Lelyveld, of Fairmount 
Temple, Cleveland. El Moleh Rach
min, the traditional prayer for the 
departed, was chanted by Richard 
Tucker, of the Metropolitan Opera 
Company. 

Abba Hillel Silver was born in 
the Lithuanian town of Neistadt, 
the son of Rabbi Moses Silver. He 
was of the fifth generation of rab
bis in his family-and one of his 
sons, Daniel, is also a rabbi. Young 
Abba Silver was brought by his 
parents to the United States at the 
age of 8, and grew up on New 
York's lower East Side. He studied 
at the University of Cincinnati and 
at the Hebrew Union College, 
being ordained a Reform rabbi at 
HUC in 1915. 

His first congregation was the 
Eff Street Temple, at Wheeling, 
W. Va. In 1917, he came here as 
spiritual leader of The Temple in 
this city. In World War I, he served 
as a chaplain in the U. S. Army 
in France, and later received a 
high decoration for his service 
from the French Government. 

Rabbi Silver attracted wide at
tention early in his ministry 
through his theological writing, his 
vigorous and powerful oratory, 
and his advocacy of civil rights, 
the rights of labor, and his activi
ties toward ending unemployment. 
Under President Hoover, he was 
a member of a national committee 
formed to fight unemployment. 
Later, he was chairman of the 
Ohio Committee on Unemploy
ment Insurance, and a founder of 
this state's unemployment insur
ance movement. 

Meanwhile, he had become one 
of America's most impassioned 
and most effective spokesmen for 
the rebirth of the Jewish Home
land in Palestine. He was chair
man of the American Zionist 
Emergency Council in 1933-34 and 
again from 1945 to 1948. During 
the latter period, he was one of 
the leading fighters of world Zion
ism at the new United Nations, 
and was one of the most prominent 
participants in the UN debates that 

The role of Rtzbbi Abb11 Hillel Silver IIS one of the mosl 
important spokesmen for the Zionist cause, his contributio11 to 
&reation of the State of lsrtZel and his leadership in founding the 
United ]eu·ish Appeal are a matter of record. Following is 11 1>er-
1on11l e,,•aluatiori of him u ·rilten by Rabbi Ely E. Pilchile, u•ho WIIS 

• close associat for ma,1-y years. : . , 
our woes and our ways, to illuminating for us the path 
ahead. Few knew as Abba Hillel Silver knew the quintes
sence of Torah. Few felt as Abba Hillel Silver felt the 
.Jewish pulse in the turbulent 20th Century. He more 

., > /J, _' . ~ 
HARD LY had the heart 'risen "from the asnen gne 

of the loss of the leader of the free world when 
sorro struck again: The leader of American Jewry 
and of liberal Jewish faith, Abba ' Hillel Silver was 
gathere~ unto h~s fathers on Thanksgiving Day, '1963. 
That umque gemus, the human harvest of 40 centuries 
of Jewi h life- and tradition, in horn was blended God 
and Torah and Israel left us hen he had so much more 
to say to us. How desperately confused American and 
Israeli ?ewry and oppressed Soviet Jewry needed his 
prophetic comfort and direction the e coming two 
decades. • 

~e had looked forward to retiring from the active 
rabb!nate and devoting himself, under the inspiring un 
lbining over the State of Israel, to thinking through 

than any other man adapted Scripture and Talmud and 
Midrash and Jewish martyrology to these years and 
these days. 

He comforted his people, during the blackest despair 
of nazism, in the accents of Deutero-lsaiah. He spoke to 
the nations of the world, pleading for the establishment 
of the State of Israel with Periclean classicism. 

Our leader, our teacher, our statesman, our spokes
man, the rabbi of rabbis bas left us: V'nlfkadto Jd 
ylpoked moshv~ho -r- you will be missed, Abba Hillel 
Silver, because your seat will be empty. Yet you handed 
down to us the consoling tradition: Tudlkba b'mMU01B 
nlk'r'u ebaybn - the truly righteous, even in their 
death, are regarded as alive. 

led to the UN's adoption of the 
Palestine Partition Plan in 1947. 

He had also served as president 
of the Zionist Organization of 
America; chairman of the Ameri
can Section of the then Jewish 
Agency for Palestine in 194~8; 
and as co-chairman of the United 
Jewish Appeal. At his death he 
was chairman of the board of gov
ernors of the Israel Bond Organ
ization. 

He had been president of the 
Central Conference of American 
Rabbis: director of the American 
Friends of the Hebrew University; 
a member of the board of trustees 
of the American Civil Liberties 
Union; and active in the Cleveland 
Bureau of Jewish Education; the 
Jewish Publication Society; the 
Council of Jewish Federations and 
Welfare Funds; the Council of De
mocracy; the American Birth Con
trol League. 

Messages of condolence were re
ceived from President Zalman Sha
zar of Israel; Israel's Prime Minis
ter Levi Eshkol; members of Is
rael's cabinet; and leaders of Is
rael's political parties, left, center 
and right. Dr. Nahum Goldmann, 
president of the World Zionist Or
ganization, hailed Dr. Silver as "an 
outstanding voice of American 
Jewry-a great American and a 
great Jew." 

MEMORIAL! 
Deeply moved by the sudden 

and untimely death of our be
loved leader and teacher. Dr. 
Abba Hillel Silver, the Zionist 
Organization of Chicago will 
hold special memorial services 
in his memory immediately 
after the Shloshim period of 
mourning. 

DAVID S. BERN 
ZOC president 

JERUSALEM (JTA)-The sudden 
death of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
came as a shock to many in Israel. 
At Kfar Silver, the youth village 
near Ashkelon, named after the 
American Zionist leader 10 years 
ago, flags were flown at half-mast. 
A condolence book was opened in 
the Village Hall, and many thou
sands of Israelis came to sign their 
names in the book. The village de
clared a week of mourning. 

Israel's Liberal Party held a spe
cial memorial service in honor of 
the late Rabbi Silver. The entire 
Israeli press carried long articles 
expressing appreciation of Dr. Sil
ver's career. At ZOA House, in Tel 
Aviv, which already had its Israeli 
and American flags at half-mast 
in tribute to the late President 
Kennedy, bannen wwe lowered 
and then riliid ijiln to half-mast 
in honor of Dr. Sihw. 

Israel's highest government of
ficials voiced highest praises for 
the personality and career of Rab
bi Silver. President Zalman Shazar, 
in a telegram to Mrs. Silver, spoke 
of the deceased as "this great fig
ure in American Jewry" whom he 
viewed as "the most esteemed and 
illustrious of the spiritual and po
litical leaders" of America's Zion
ist movement. 
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Abba Hillel Silver, 70 
He guideth me in atraight path8. 

-Psalm XXIlI 

T HE vigorous, towering presence of Rabbi 
Abba Hillel Silver always seemed to make 

one feel that here was a man able to carry his
tory on those broad shoulders; as, indeed, he 
did. His commanding presence, whether in 
the hushed precincts of world councils in the 
United Nations, the hallowed precincts of The 
Temple, or on the rostrum for "mitzvah", car
ried a prophetic impact to his listeners. 

A peaceful warrior for the Zionist ideal of 
a Jewish homeland in the Holy Land, Dr. Sil
ver walked in "straight paths," never deterred 
by the seeming hopelessness of the moment or 
by th'e grimaces of the mighty temporal pow
ers of the earth. He was a man who under
stood his mission. He did not deviate from his 
duty, nor from his devotion to it. If any single 
American deserves history's honor of carrying 
the ideal of a new birth of freedom to another 
cherished part of the world, it was he. A liv
ing memorial to Rabbi Silver is a vibrant, 
democratic state of Israel. 

He was scholar, author, leader of spirit and 
spiritual leader, leader in the Jewish Commun
ity and leader in the general community. He 
was not afraid to say "Where Judaism Dif
fered," nor where Rabbi Silver differed. Yet he 
was infinitely patient and compassionate with 
his people, in the way that the great leaders 
of the Jewish people from the times of the 
Exodus on down exhibited both a sense of ur
gency and a sense of• patient understanding 
with people not always easy to lead. In the 
light of the corning Chanukah festival, may the 
reward of this peaceful warrior be as for on~ 
who helped to rededicate the Temple of old 
"in those days at this time." 

,------------------------

ZIONIST MOVEMENT IN DEEP MOURNING 
FOR RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

One of the giants of modern Zionism, Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
died of a heart attack last Thursday at a hospital in Cleveland, in his 
70th year. 

He had waged an untiring fight for the establishment of Israel and 
had won an intrrnational reputation for his lifelong leadership in the 
Zionist movement. He was honored last January at a dinner in Cleveland 
attended by state and national welfare officials including U.S. Secretary of 
Health, Education and Welfare 
Anthony Celebrezze. He was rabbi 
of Tifereth Israel Temple from 
1917 until his death. 

Born in Lithuania, the son of a 
rabb-i, he was brought to the United 
States when he was eight and grew 
up on New York's lowrr East Side. 
He entered the University of Cin, 
cinnati where he received a B.A. 
degree and then attended Hebrew 
Union College which ordained him 
as a Reform~ rabbi. 

A vigorous and powerful speak, 
rr, he attracted early attention in 
his fights against segregation, clas 
domination and for the right of 
labor to organize and bargain col, 
lectively. After service as a chap, 
lain in France in World War One, 
Rabbi Silver was named by Pre, 
sident Hoover to a national com, 
mittec to ease joblessness. Later he 
became chairman of the Committee 
on Unemployment Insurance when 
the Consumers League was working 
on anti,deoression measures. As 
chairman of the Ohio Committee • 
on Unemployment Insurance he 
was a founder of that state's job, 
less insurance movement. 

He attained his greatest fame as 
an impassioned spokesman for the 
restoration of Israel. He had serv, 
ed as president of the Zionist Or, 
ganization of America and rallied 
American Jews to the fight for a 
Jewish State during the British 
mandate and in the tense days in 
the United Nations preceding the 
vote on partition. 

He fought the Israel Govern, 
ment, too, when he considered that 
necessary, particularly what he cal, 
led the derogation of the Zionist 
movement by Israeli leaders. In his 
last years, he had taken a less active 
role in the Zionist movement, serv, 
ing as chairman of the Board of 
Governors of the Israel Bond Or, 
ganization. 

His biography in Who's Who 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

lists more than 30 organizations 
with which he had been affiliated 
and in many of which he had held 
the highest offices. He was the 
author of six books on Jewish sub, 
jects and Zionism. 

The profound sense of deep sor, 
row and mourning at the death of 
Dr. Silver was voiced by Dr. Max 
Nussbaum, President of the Zionist 
Organization of America, when he 
declared that "Jews throughout the 
world, stand with bowed heads 
over the bier of a man and leader 
who was principally instrumental 
in the fulfillment of the vision of 
Theodor Herzl, the immortal 
founder of the Zionist movement, 
embodied in the program he pre, 
sented at the first World Zionist 
Congress in 1897 in Basie, Switzer, 
land, which called for the establish, 
ment of a publicly recognized and 
legally secure national home in Pa, 
lestine." He termed the passing of 
Dr. Silver "the severest loss suf, 
fered b the Zionist movement and 

:he entire Jewish people in a gene, 
ration." 

In this connection, Dr. Nussbaum 
pointed out the historic irony that 
Dr. Silver died on the very eve of 
the 16th anniversary of the pas, 
sage by the United Nations (No, 
vember 29, 1947) of the resolution 
for the establishment of a Jewish 
State in Palestine, which marked 
the triumph of Dr. Silver's leader, 
ship in the battle for Jewish State, 
hood. 

Dr. Nussbaum's statement conti, 
nues: "Dr. Silver's lifelong militant 
struggle for Jewish redemption 
through the rebirth of the Jewish 

I 
State, his indomita?le c?urage and 
valiance coupled with his unswerv, 
mg resolve and dedication to the 
Zionist cause which was the creed 
of his life, constitute the most 
glorious and golden chapter in the 
2000,year history of Jewish mar' 
tyrdom. It was indeed the divine 
ordination that Dr. Silver saw and 
led personally to the ultimate con, 
clusion the fruits of his labors and 
the triumphant culmination of the 
struggle of our movement for Zion 
Reborn. 

"Dr. Silver's monumental achie, 
vements as political architect of the 
Jewish State, the translation of his 
Messianic vision into the emergence 
of the Third Jewish Common, 
wealth and his unrelaxed guardian, 
ship of the just interests and legi, 
timate claims of the State of Israel 
- have truly made him the man 
of Jewish destiny. I 

"The nobility of his character 
and the liberalism of his philosophy 
were also reflected in his concern 
for the rights of labor and justice 
for the oppressed among all peo, 
ples." 

Dr. Nussbaum, in his statement, 
called attention to "the unanimous, 
enthusiastic acclaim on the part of 
the entire people of Israel accorded 
to Dr. Silver, at the 70th birthday 
celebration tendered him at the first 
ZOA Convention held in Israel 
last July, a tribute which was led 
by the former Prime Minister Da, 
vid Ben,Gurion, President Shazar, 
Premier Eshkol and leaders of all 
sections of the country, who joined 
Mr. Ben-Gurion 's tribute in des, 
cribing Dr. Silver as the 'greatest 
and ~ost courageous Zionist fight, 
er in American Jewry.' " 
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THOUSANDS ATTEND FUNERAL 
FOR RABBI SILVER IN CLEVELAND 

CLEVELAND (JTA)-Thousands of mourners, including 
world and national leaders of the Zionist movement and 
national, state and local officials, attended funeral services 
for Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, outstanding Zionist leader, 
who died Nov. 28 at the age 
of 70. 

Eulogies lauding Dr. Silver as a 
Jewish leader, orator and great 
American, were delivered Sunday 

~ 
~.,;,; . 

before an assem
blage of 2500 in 
the Temple, the 
famous syna
gogue in which 
he served as 
rabbi for many 
years, and at the 
graveside. Many 
thousands, un
able to get into 
the overcrowded 
synagogue, lis

tened to the services outside the 
building over loudspeakers. 

Eulogies were delivered by Dr. 
Emanuel Neumann, chairman of 
the Jewish Agency for Israel
American Section; U.S. Sen. 
Frank J. Lausche, of Ohio; Rabbi 
Solomon Freehof, of Pittsburgh, 
and Rabbi Milton M. Matz, asso
ciate rabbi of the Temple. 

The services were conducted by 
Rabbi Leon Feuer, of Toledo, and 
Rabbi Arthur J. LelYVeld, of Fair
mount Temple, Cleveland. "El 
Moleh Rachamim," the tradi
tional prayer for the departed, 
was chanted by Richard Tucker, 
of the Metropolitan Opera .Com
pany. 
MESSAGES OF CONDOLENCE 
were received from President Zal
man Shazar of Israel; Israel 
Prime Minister Levi Eshkol; 
members of Israel's Cabinet; and 
leaders of Israel's political par
ties. Dr. Nahum Goldmann, presi
dent of the World Zionist Or
ganization, hailed Dr. Silver as 
"an outstanding voice of Ameri
can Jewry - a great American 
and a great Jew." 

The honorary pallbearers in
cluded a veritable Who's Who of 
civic and communal leaders, non
Jewish and Jewish; Zionist and 
non-Zionist. Among them were 
Anthony Celebreze, Secretary of 
Health, Education and Welfare; 
Dr. T. Keith Glennan, president 
of Case Institute of Technology 
here; Dr. Nelson Glueck, presi
dent of Hebrew Union College
Jewish Institute of Religion; Am
bassador Avraham Harman, Is-

4 rael's envoy to Washington; 
Cleveland M a y o r Ralph J. 
Locher; Dr. John S. Millis, presi
dent of Western Reserve Univer-

sity. 
Abba Hillel Silver was born in 

the Lithuanian town of Neistadt, 
the son of Rabbi Moses Silver. 
He was of the fifth generation of 
rabbis in his family-and one of 
his sons, Daniel, is also a rabbi. 
He was brought by his parents to 
the United States at the age of 
eight, and grew up on New York's 
Lower East Side. He studied at 
the University of Cincinnati and 
at the Hebrew Union College, 
being ordained a Reform rabbi 
at HUC in 1915. 

His first congregation was in 
Wheeling, W. Va. In 1917, he 
came here as spiritual leader of 
the Temple. In World War I, 
he served as a chaplain in the 
U. S. Army in France. 
RABBI SILVER, building his con
gregation in Cleveland from a 
small synagogue to one of the 
outstanding religious institutions 
in the country, with a member
ship of more than 2500 families, 
attracted wide attention early in 
his ministry through his theo
logical writings, his . powerful 
oratory, and his advocacy of civil 
rights, and the rights of labor. 

Under President Hoover, he was 
a member of a national com
mittee formed to fight unemploy
ment. Later, he was chairman of 
the Ohio Committee on Unem
ployment Insurance, and a found
er of the state's unemployment 
insurance movement. 

Meanwhile, he had become one 
of America's most effective 
spokesmen for the rebirth of the 
Jewish Homeland in Palestine. 
He was chairman of the American 
Zionist Emergency Council in 
1933-34 and again from 1945 to 
1948. During the latter period, he 
was one of the leading fighters 
of world Zionism at the new 
United Nations, and one of the 
most prominent participants in 
the UN debates that led to the 
UN's adoption of the Palestine 
Partition Plan in 1947. 

He had also served as president 
of the Zionist Organization of 
America; chairman of the Ameri
can Section of the then Jewish 
Agency for Palestine in 1946-48, 
and as co-chairman of the United 
Jewish Appeal. At his death he 
was chairman of the board of 
governors of the Israel Bond Or
ganization. 

Adolph Kiesler, regional gov
ernor of Israel bonds, who is 
recuperating nicely at home 
from a heart attack, expressed 
profound sorrow at the death 
of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, out
standing American Jewish lead
er who was Chairman of the 
Board of Governors of Israel 
Bonds during the past eight 

Kiesler pa;d tribute to Dr. 
Silver's "great and statesman
like leadership which won for 
him a special place in the 
hearts of American Jewry." He 
cited "his vision, his scholarship, 
his uncompromising persever
ance, his incomparable orator
ical powers, his love of Zion 
which was the very core of his 
life." .. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
By The Board of Rabbis 

of Greater Philadelphia 
We mourn the death of one 

of Jewry's giant spiritual fig
ures, Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver. 
Master of eloquence, one of the 
builders of Medinat Yisrael, 
scholar, lover in equal measur~ 
of Zion and America, Rabbi 
Silver was, above all, a spiritual 
leader of his people and his gen
eration. 

Whether in the pulpit of his 
congregation or on the stage 
of the world, he bestrode both 
platforms with genius as . >:ie 
played his creative and spirit
ual role. Wherever and when
ever he spoke or taught or 
wrote, whether to his own 
people or to the represe1:1t:1· 
tives of the nations, the spirit
ual quality of his Jewish com
mitment was unmistakable. 

His Zionism was not a po
litical creed only. It was the 
impulse of a messianic ideal. 
His Judaism was not just a 
formal allegiance to theology 
or observance. It was a life to 
be lived in the tradition of 
prophetic demand. 

His Americanism d i d not 
consist in loyalty to a chance 
collection of human beings. It 
embodied a faith that this 
land could evoke man's poten-

By THEODORE H. 
The death of Abba Hillel 

Silver brings to a close one of 
the great rabbinic careers in 
American Jewish history. Rab
bi of a distinguished temple, 
Zionist leader and devoted son 
of America, he was as well an 
assiduous student, scholar and 
writer. The volumes which he 
authored have illuminated our 
understanding of both our her
itage and our destiny. 

Countless audiences h a v e 
been stirred by the smooth and 
fluent power of his oratory. By 
his very appearance, reserved 
and leonine, he created an aura 
of dignity and majesty yet not 
without warmth and twinkling 
humor. 

His legacy to us is com
pounded of compassion and 
learning, of prophet-like vision 
and moral courage. Zay-cher 
Tzodik Liv'raw-chaw! May he 
be remembered for blessing in 
the company of the righteous! 

Theodore H. Gordon is rabbi 
of Main Line Reform Temple, 
Beth Elohim. 

tiality as a child of God. 
This is the Jew who has now 

entered life eternal. We shall 
not see his like again. 

May the m e m o r Y of 
righteous be a blessing. 
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Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver Dies 
By RABBI MANUEL LADERMAN 

The death on Thanksgiving of Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
of Cleveland, 0., has robbed America of its greatest Zion
ist leader. No other single name has the same magic, nor 
deserved such praise as did this 70-year-old Rabbi. 

Every American Jew has at, 
one time or another had the / 
opportunity of being stirred by 
his magnificent oratory. In his • 
day he was the peer of Ameri
can orators, and there was none 
who came close to him. It was 
proved most clearly in 1943 at 
the American Jewish Confer
ence when all the leading lights 
of American Jewish leadership 
spoke on the same day, and Dr. 
Silver spoke at the end of the 
long evening, when all were ap
parently satiated with oratory. 
He carried his audience with 
him to new heights which went 
beyond anything that the con
ference had heard during all its 
duration. 

RABBI ABBA H. SILVER 

The Jewish people have to 
devote to this leonine figure a 
special place when the history 
~f th~ early twentieth century 
1s written. A Reform Rabbi, he 
shook off the relative indiffer
ence of some of his colleagues 
to become a clarion call in th~ 
direction of the great dream of 
a Jewish State. A Republican, 
,1e had Influence in segments of 
American political o p i n i o n 
which were unapproachable by 
any other Jewish spokesman, 
because so many of them were 
identified with Democratic pol
itics. 

I was only a chllct then, but I 
can remember his gestures his 
~agnifi~ent oratory, and' his 
impr~ss1ve forth.rightness in 
spellmg out the significance of 
the 5th anniversary of the Bal
four Declaration. 

I first heard Silver in his 
maiden effort in Chicago, when 
~ young Ra:tJhi only five years 
m the pulpit of his Cleveland 
Temple, he was invited to speak 
at the Chicago Hebrew Insti-

t . . 

. I hav~ heard him speak many 
times smce, in Chicago, here in 
Denver, at the Zionist Congress 
in Basel, in New York and in 
Washington. Always he was a 

~ag_net _for the audience, and an 
1~p1ration to everyone who 
llstened. 

A,s a dom1mmt figure in Am-
er~can Zionism he led the Am
~ricai:i Z~onist Council for years 
1~ brmgmg to bear the highest 
km?. of public pressure on the 
~ohtieal leadership of our na
tion. _He was known, accepted 
~nd llstened to in every sphere 
m Washington. 

When the battleground shift
ed to Lake Success in New 
Yo~k, the first home of the 
Umted Nations, he marshalled 
~he ~orres of support for Zion
ism m the entire gamut of in
ternational help. He was able 
to m1_1-ke friends, and win influ
ence m the delegations from far 
and n~ar. His generalship was 
the direct cause of the final 
vote for the establishment of a 
Jewish State on November Z7 
1947: This was the high point 
of his career, success had come 
to the cause which he had so 
ably championed. 

There were many who felt 
that he was treated less than 
adequately in the Jewish State 
~hen it_ was established. The 
!nternecme squabbles of Zion-
1st leadership often left him on 
tt.e sidelines of influence and 
of recognition. 

Fortunately his last visit to 
Israel . was a triumphal tour. 
The village established in his 
name, Kfar Silver, will now 
stand as a monument to one of 
Jewry's most illustrious sons. 

He was the prime spokesman 
of the hope for a Jewish State 
througJ:10ut America. There will 
not soon be found another to 
stand in his stead. 
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Thousands at Funeral for Or. Abba Hillel Silver in Cleveland 

CLEVELAND (ZINS) - 5,000 nnurners, among them prominent Zionist leaders, U.S. 
federal, state and local government officials, representatives of the Israel Govern
ment, the Jewish Agency and countless Jewish organizations und institutions, at
tended funeral services for Dr. Abba. Hillel Silver, held here at The Temple in which 
Dr. Silver served as Rabbi for over 40 years. A lnrge ZOA delef:93.tion, headed by 
its President, Dr. Max Nussbaum, was present. 

The eulogies were delivered by Dr. Emanuel Neumann; former Governor of Ohio, 
Senator Frank J. Lauscbe; Rabbi Solomon Freehof of Pittsburgh and Rabbi Milton M. 
Matz, Associate Rabbi of The Temple. The services were conducted by Rabbis Leon 
Feuer and Arthur J. Lelyveld. El Maleh Ra.cha.mim was chanted by Richard Tucker of 
the Metropolitan Opera, who is also a known cantor. The honorary pallbearers 
included prominent Jewish and non-Jewish leaders, among them leaders of government 
and presidents of universities. 

Among the many tributes paid to Dr. Silver's memory were messages of condolence 
from U.S. President Lyndon B. Johnson, former President Eisenhower, Israel Presi
dent, Zalman Shazar and many others. Hundreds of cables of condolence were re
ceived by Mrs. Silver and by the Zionist Organization of America from every corner 
of the world. 

The Most Illustrious American Zionist Leader, Says Shazar 

In a cable to Mrs. Silver, President of Israel Zalman Shazar said: •~ was shocked 
to hear the sad news about the sudden passing of this great figure in American 
Jewry - the most esteemed and illustrious among the spiritual and political leaders 
of the Zionist Movement in America - my dear old friend Abba Hillel Silver ..• " 
"History will forever record that this courageous fighter was in the forefront of 
the fateful struggle for the Establishment of the Jewish State." 

ZOA and Jewish Agency Hold Memorial Meetings for Dr. Silver 

NEW YORK (ZINS) - A eulogy for Dr. Silver was delivered here at a special meeting 
of the ZOA Administrative Cozrmittee by Dr. Max Nussbaum, President of the organi
zation. Among those present were Moshe Sharett, Chairman of the Jewish Agency 
Executive and Dr. Flnanuel Neumann, Chairman of the American Section of the Jewish 
Agency and President or the World Union of General Zionists. Harold w. Cannely, 
Chairman of the Administrative Committee presided. 

At the same time it was announced that a large public memorial meeting, under the 
auspices of the ZOA, will be held in New York soon. 

Memorial services were held also here by the American Section of the Jewish Agency 
with Dr. Nahum Goldmann and Dr. Emanuel Neumann as the principal speakers. Repre
sentatives of all Zionist groups and institutions as well e.s of the Israel Govern-
ment were present. - more -
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Dr. Goldmann said in his eulogy that Dr. Silver's '~elief in the Zionist idea and 
the Zionist movement was unparalleled. He was deeply convinced of the historical 

, necessity of a strong Zionist movement even after the creation of the State of 
Israel. His concept and vision of the future of the Jewish State and of the Jewish 
people was statesmanlike and prophetic, and was based on the loftiest values and 
ideals of Jewish history. His sudden death deprives the Jewish people of one of 
its top leaders." , 

Dr. Neumann, speaking of his lifelong friend and associate said: 11Zionism was the 
great passion of Dr. Silver's life. Dr. Silver, more than any other of his genera
tion, brought to successful conclusion the task first set by Theodor Herzl--to 
secure international sanction for the re-establishment of a free and independent 
Jewish Comnonwealth. The dazzling triumph won under his leadership bas earned for 
him the proud title of architect of the new Jewish State, crowning his life with 
the aura of immortality. " 

Israel Mourns Death of Dr. Silver; Flags Lowered at Kfar Silver and ZOA House 

TEL-AVIV (ZINS) - The citizens of Israel and its leaders were shocked at the sad 
news of Dr. Silver's sudden passing. Flags were lowered at half mast at the 'ZJJA 
Agricultural Institute Kfar Silver near Ashkelon. The School, named in tribute 
to Dr. Silver was established by the ZOA on the occasion of his 6oth birthday. 
Many thoudands of Israelis came to sign their names in the Condolence Book 
which was ope?k?d in Kf'a.r Silver. A week of mourning was declared in the campus. 

At the ZOA House in Tel-Aviv American and Is~el flags are flying at half mast. 
Inside the ZOA House a large portrait of Dr. Silver was placed, draped in black, 
in the main hall and flanked by lighted candles. 

Memorial Services at Kfar Silver Synagogue for Dr. Silver 

Hundreds attended the memorial services at the newly opened Elias and Rebecca Polis 
Synagogue in Kfar Silver. The synagogue was dedicated during the ZOtl Natioml C:>nven
tion held in Israel last July with Dr. Silver as principal speaker at the dedication 
ceremonies. Aron Bilaus, Director of Kf'ar Silver, delivered the eulogy to a hushed 
audience of students, their parents, members of the faculty and hundreds of Israelis 
who came from the surrounding comnunities and from Tel-Aviv. 'llle ZOA House a.nd 
Kf'ar Silver sent cables of condolences to the WA and to Mrs. Silver. 

The Israel Liberal Party held a special memorial meeting. Members of the Knesset, 
Yosef Saphir, Moshe Kol and s.z. Abramov delivered the eulogies. 

Silver Eulogized at Israel Cabinet Meeting and in the Knesset 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver was eulogized by Prime Minister Levi Eshkol at a meeting of 
the Israel Cabinet. Mr. Eshkol emphasized Dr. Silver's leadership in the political 
struggle for the establishment of the State of Israel and his brilliant record in 
the Zionist Movement. 

The Knesset stood in silent tribute as Yosef Serlin, Deputy-Speaker delivered a 
eulogy in memory of Dr. Silver. 

The entire Israeli press devoted edi~orlals and many articles to Dr. Silver. Reports 
on the funeral services were prominently published in all newspapers. 
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Abba Hillel Silver -
Mourners Crowd 
Funeral Services 
In Cleveland 

CLEVELAND (JTA) 
Thousands of mourners, in
cluding world and national 
leaders of the Zionist move
ment and high Washington, 
state, and local officials, attend
ed funeral services for Rabbi Ab
ba Hillel Silver, outstanding Zi
onist leader, who died last week
end from a heart attack at the 
age of 70. 

Eulogies lauding Dr. Silver as 
a Jewish leader, great orator and 
great American, were delivered 
before a hushed assemblage of 
2,500 in .the -Temple. the_lam
ous syn~ogue in which he serv
ed as rabbi for many years. and 
at the graveside at Mayfield cem
etery. 

Many thousands, UD&ble &o 

l'ei Into the overcrowded ~ 
l'OClle, listened to the services 
outside the balldfna- over load
apeaken. 

The eulogies were delivered by 
Dr. F.manuel Neumann, chairman 
of the Jewish Agency for Israel
American Section; U.S. Senator 
Frank J. Lausche, of Ohio; Rabbi 
Solomon B. Freehof of Pittsburgh ; 
and Rabbi Milton M. Matz, ~ 
elate rabbi of The Temple. 

The semces were conducted 
by Rabbi Leon Feuer, of Toledo; 
and Rabbi Arthur J. Lelyveld, of 
Fairmount Temple, Cleveland. 

K'El Mole Rachamim, the tradi
tional prayer for the departed, 
was chanted b7 Richard Tucker, 
of the Ketropolitan Opera Com
pany. 

a__..17 palJbearen aoand
e4 Uke a 1W el Wllo'a Who 
fnlll an .,.... Ille aalloa. 

Messages of condolence were 
received from President Zalman 
Sbazar, of Israel; Israel's Prime 
Minister, Levi Eshkol; members 
of Israel's Cabinet; and leaders 
of Israel's political parties, left, 
center and right. 

At Kfar Silver, in Israel, the 
youth village near Ashkelon, 
named after the American Zion
ist leader 10 years ago, flags were 
flown at half-staff. 

Abba Hillel Silver was born in 
the Lithuanian town of Neistadt, 
the son of Rabbi Moses Silver. 
He was of the fifth generation of 
rabbis in his family--and one of 
his sons, Daniel, is also a rabbi. 

Yoanc Abba Sliver WM 

broqbi by bis parent. &o the 
1JnlW States Ai the ace of I, 
... rrew 11P on New York'• 
lower East Side. Re studied a& 

tile Unlvenlt7 of ClDclnna&I 
and Ai tile Hebrew tJnlon Col
Iese, .... onlalned • .,Ol'DI 

rabbi at BUC ha 1115. 

Hia first congregation was the 
Eff Street Temple, at Wheeling, 
W. Va. In 1917, he came here as 
spiritual leader of The Temple 
In this city. In World W r I , he 
lll'ftd u a chaplain in the U.S. 

[Editor's Note: Few people in 
the world understood the late 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver as did 
Dr. Solomon B. Freehof, Rabbi 
of Pittsburgh's Rode/ Shalom 
Temple. He knew and understood 
Rabbi S ilver as classmate, frie1Ul, 
rabbi, American Zionist , scholar, 
public .figure, and human being. 
The f ollowing appreciation of Dr. 
Silver was written by Dr. Freehof 
especiall11 for the Chronicle. Rab
bi Silver , 70, spiritual leader of 
Th e Tem ple. Cleveland. died N01J. 
28.l 

B7 SOLOMON B. ftEEIIOF 

W HEN King David heard 
of the death of the 

great General Abner , he 
said: "Hast thou not heard 
that a prince and a great 
man has fallen this day in Is
rael?" 

There Is no man In pubHc 
life In the Jewlda communlt7 
of whom these words can more 
appropriately be aid than of 
Abba Hillel Silver. Be was, In
deed, a princely presence, a 
penon of sreat JDa111eiiml and 
natural dl&'DHJ'. Bis very pre

senee bespoke ilae confidence 
and the mre ablllty of a lead
er. 'l'lda leadenblp proved I~ 
self la IIIUJ' wa79-

Tbere is no doubt that, more 
than any other American, Abba 
Hillel Silver deserves the credit 
for the existence of the inde
pendent State of Israel. Which of 
us will ever forget his calm, con
ftdent, and powerful words at the 
United Nations when the matter 
was ultimately settled? 

TIie -- ol Zlontwn WU bis 
_....,. J ...... world eallN, to 
wldell lie 4...W bis maplA-

eem -··- fl'aD ... ffr7 
be711oo4: - It ...... tlle 
........... wlllell WU bleale4 
.,, .. ...,~of ...... --. 
Though be traveled constantly 

all over the world, in behalf of 

Army in France, and later re
ceived a high decoration for his 
.-vice from the Fren.ch Govern-

ment. 

Rabbi Silver, building his con
sngation in Cleveland from a 

11 synagogue to one of the 
outstanding religious institutions 
ln the country, with a member-
h ip of more than 2,500 families, 

attract d wide at ntion early in 
his ministry through his theo
logical writing, his vigorou and 
powerful oratory, and his advo
cacy of civil r · hts, the righ of 
1 bor, nd hi activiti toward 

nding uncmploym nt. 

Rabbi, Citizen, Zionist, Leader 

Dll. All&\ BPID, m..va 
A princely presence. 

Zionism, he never forgot that he 

was a rabbi in Cleveland. His con

gregation was his basic concern, ' 

and his work for Judaism was of 

crucial importance - in all. his 

labon. 

(See Editorial, "Abba 
Hillel Silver; 70," on Page 4.) 

What Abba Blllel Silver ae
eompllalaed will be dllcmaed 
and en11111eraied In many a 
meeUQ ancl In man7 an aril
ele. Bai a& tlals moment when 
Illa neeni d•th la a fresh and 
a lllarp ..., • .,, we oaa Glib 

Wu ol .... penonalliy, ol .... 
,nNllee wbleh we llloal4 never 
allow to vanlab tram oar mln ... 

His personality was primarily 
a public personality and his 
speech was essentially eloquent. 
This eloquence was far beyond 
the accidental gift of ~ magnifi
cent speaking voice. It was an 
eloquence which combined past 
with present, the tradition with 
the problems of the day or, as he 
himself had phrased ft unforget
ably, "It was a blending of the 
timeless with the timely." 

No one who enr beanl bJm 
speak at 1JG1De sreat Jewish 
Pllhlle meetln&' coald ever for
set n. Llsteninl' to him on one 
of those l'l'&lld oeculons was 
lllmultaneoas)J' an Intellectual 
and an emotional experience. 

· - His mastery of 01:11' traditional 

literature was so profound that 

be virtually embodied its spirit. 

When he quoted something from 

the Bible ot ·Jewisb historical lit

erature, it was not a quotation 

out of the book, but a quc,tation, 
as it were, out of himself. The 
tradition had b_ecome part of his 
personality. So when one listen
ed to him. one felt carried ~!'ay 

."n:i ,,,:>nw nn37 

i1M'i1 Cl'lD 1,:> 1,37i ,,,, i1'i1 i:i,:ic~ "I JiD 1,:> 

;,~ac,,:i N'tz..'i1 ni:Jni , :i:>-nKi' ,w ;,37::1;, n:>,cl 

::l'tz..'vni ,::iw,w n,31,,n ,,:in 1,1,::>:i .n,,,l n,,,t,c,;, 

C'l'i1l~i1 ,,,,l~ ,,;, 'lD::l ,,:Jncn ,:i, ,o , w ~ ~u, 
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,~,n ;,,1,37w ,;,37w;, ;,n,n ,r .c,,nac, niNlNi'~ l o,,e 

,rn c,,,,w~, C'T n ,ac,w, c37 ,w r,,, , i1,1,gn;, 

c,,:1m n,~ K C37 l"1Mi1 ,ac,tv' C37TU i131tz..'i1 - ilniN 
, ~J:171, pi 31::in, 

,,:in l'::l ,:11,::>~ ::i,, ;,,;, mn ,,,ln ~n,n ,, nK~ 
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onto the stieam of ,reat Jewish 
thought and inspired to continue 
the spiritual journey. 

I aball not speak ol ._. OIWll 

loaaolaela ••teandallf• 
loll&' eomrade. 'fte .... ... 
we did toceiber wu a dlalone 
at ille Central Confenmee ol 
American auw.. 

We asked each other questi 
about our life, our rabbinate, our 
ideals, and our estimate of the 
future. We both enjoyed the occa
sion and the rabbis assembled 
were kind enough to say that 
they, too, found joy in it. 

We were tocether eoan&lea 
&Imes. 'l'llere wu no sreat oe
culon In my life or In bis tbai 
we cll4 not call on each other 
to help celebrate It. I mentl• 
ibis merely u ,a eumple of 
deprivation tbat JDaDJ' and, 
above all, bis dear family wm 
feel at his sudden clepartare. 

His was a towering personality. 
It is not probable that we will 
have the like of him for a long 
time. 

Because of his impressiveness, 

be will not be for,otten, and oux 

memory of him "will be a blea

in& to au. 



World Jewry Mourns Death of Abba Hillel Silver 
Deceased Scholar Among Noted 
Architects of State of Israel 

Representatives of Jewish 
communities from many states, 
spokesmen for other faiths and 
Government leaders joined on 
Sunday in paying tribute to 
the memory of Dr. Abba Hillel 
Silver, the most eminent rah-

tercentenary of the e tabli h
ment of the first organized Jew
ish community in America. 

It was as the architect of 
the State of Israel, as one of 
the group that played a most 
vital role in presenting the 

DR. ABBA HILLEL SIL VER 

binic scholar in the world who 
died Nov. 28 of a heart attack. 

Jewish case before the United 
Nations in 1947, that Dr. 
Silver was especially effec
tive. Prior to that, as head of 
the American Zionist Emer• 
gency Council, he gave Ji!s 

entire time to the cause of de- Her hman who later became 
fending the Jewish position rabbi of Shaarey Zedek in De
in Pale tine and in enrolling troit, and many other who not 
American support for the only became famous as Jewi h 
Jewish National Home. A a leaders but who were outstand
c Io s e fr i e n d of Senator ing a llebraists. Their activitie 
Robert Tart, as an intimate were centered in the then fa
of Presidents and noted Amer• mou Herzl Zion Club. 
ican Christian leaders, he He was one of the world's 
was a leader in the libera- mo t brilliant orators, and some 
tion Jewish movement. or his addresses have gone 
It would be an error, how- down in history as the most 

ever, to think of Dr. Silver only moving public statements. The 
as a great Zionist leader. Linked address he delivered at the Wal
with his leader hip in Zioni m dorf Astoria Hotel in , ew York 
was hi fearles stand in de- on the formation of the ill
fen e of organized labor, hi fated AmNican Jewish onfer
condemnation of anti-Semiti m e n c e w a s one of the mo t 
whenever it became evident, the notable in his career, and bis 
leading role he played against Zioni t speeches arc among the 
Coughlini m and McCarthyism. imperi.,hable gem . 

And equally important in hi As pre. ident of the Zion• 
career was the great role he ist Organization of 
played in scholarship, in Jewish I as chairman of the 
historical research, as an author 
and as a theologian. 

When he marked his 70th 
birtpday last January, Dr. Silver 
was honored nationwide, Pre i
dent Kennedy took note of the I 
occasion and an impre ive 
v o I u m e containing excerpts 11 

from his major writing and 
tributes by distinguishing world 
figures was published by Mac
millan under the title "In the 
Time of Harvest." His son, Rab
bi Daniel Jeremy Silver, who 
now occupies his pulpit at The 
Temple in Cleveland, was one 
of the editors of that impres
sive volume. 

He was a great analyst of 
world as well as Jewish af-

the Israel Bond Organization, 
as a leader in the Reform 
J e w i h movement and as 
pre ident of the Central Con
ference of American Rabbis, 
as national chairman of the 

n ewIS ppeal, he dis-
tinguished himself notably. 
The first Community Fund in 

Cleveland was founded by Dr. 
Silver. He was effective in in
ter-faith movements and was 
on a special mi sion for the 
United States during World 
War I. 

He was given the ZOA Bran
deis Award and received a num
ber of honorary university 
degrees. 

He authored ":\ies ianic Spec
ulations in Israel," "Religion 
in a Changing World," "Vision 
and Victory," "World Cri is and 
Jewish Survival" and a number 
of other important books. 

Surviving him are his wife, 
Virginia, and sons, Rabbi Daniel 
J ere m y Silver and Raphael 
Silver. 

to the services outside the build
ing over loudspeakers. 

Funeral services on Sunday 
morning, at The Temple in 
Cleveland, which he had served 
as rabbi for 47 years, were at
tended by a Detroit delegation 
as we 11 as delegations from 
more than 100 cities. 

The tributes accorded him 
were in recognition of services 
the eminent rabbi had rendered 
during a lifetime that was 
marked by great accomplish
ments. He was well known in 
Detroit, having come here num
erous times to address Allied 
Jewish Campaign meetings, to 
speak at Zionist gatherings, to 
-address Temple Beth El serv
ices. He was the guest here also 
at the banquet that marked the 

Zionist Memorial Here on January 5 
Planned in Tribute lo Dr. Silver 

The eulogies were delivered 
by Emanuel Neumann, chairman 
of the Jewish Agency for Israel
American Section; U.S. Senator 
Frank J. LaU6che, of Ohio; Rabbi 
Solomon Freehof, of Pittsburgh; 
and Rabbi Milton M. Matz, asso
ciate rabbi of The Temple. The 
services were conducted by 
Rabbi Leon Feuer of Toledo; 
and Rabbi Arthur J . Lelyveld, of 
Fairmont Temple, Cleveland. El 
Moleh Racbmin, the traditional 
prayer for the departed, wa 
chanted by Richard Tucker, of 
the :\1.etropolitan Opera Com
pany. 

ISRAEL MOURNS DEATH 
OF DR. SILVER; FLAGS 

LOWERED AT KFAR SILVER 
JERUSALEM, (JTA) - The 

sudden death of Dr. Abba Hillel 
Silver in Cleveland came as a 
shock to many in Israel who con
sider the late Zionist leader as 
one of the most outstanding 
figures in American life. At 
Klar Silver, the youth village 
near Asbkelon, named after the 
American Zionist 1 e a d e r 10 
years ago, flags were flown at 
half-mast . A condolence book 
was opened in the Village Hall, 
and many thousands of Israelis 
came to sign their names in the 
book. The village declared a 
week of mourning. 

Israel's Liberal Party held a 
special memorial service in 
honor of the late Rabbi Silver. 
The entire Israeli press carried 
long articles expressing ap~ 
ciation of Dr. Silver's career. M 
ZOA Bouse, in Tel Aviv, whktl 
already bad ill Israeli _. 
American 11ap at balf-mut la 
tribute to the late President Ke• 
nedy bannen were lowered and 
then' railed again to balf-mut 
in honor of Dr. Silver. Inalde 
ZOA Home, • larae portrait of 
Rabbi Silver WU bana,cl, draped 
ill black and !laDbcl by eaadl• 

Rabbi Moses Lehrman, Judge Ira G. Kaufman and Rabbi 
Leon Fram, presidents, respectively, of the Michigan Zionist 
Region, Zionist Organization of Detroit and Zionist Council, on 
Tuesday announced that a memorial meeting for Dr. Abba Hillel 
Silver will be held here at Temple Israel, Sunday evening, Jan. 5. 
They also announced that a chemical laboratory in memory of Dr. 
Silver will be set ·up in Kfar Silver in Israel by Michigan Zionists. 
Those desiring to participate in this tribute are asked to send 
their gifts to the Zionist Organization of Detroit. 

Knesset Eulogizes 
Argov,RabbiSilver 

(Binet ffA. ..... ,.. Win 
te TIie lewlsla !fews) 

JERUSALEM - The Knesset 
paid tribute Tuesday to two de
J)ll'ted Jewish leaden - Keir 
Argov, the late chairman of the 
Knesset's Foreign Affain Com-

ttee, and Rabbi Abba Hillel 
ver. 
In honor of both men, Presi

dent Zalman Sbazar attended 
the Knesset'• session. Ario• 
wu euloped by Kadi.ab Lua, 
Speaker of the Houe. Rabbi 
Silver's euloo wu apotea bJ 
Joeepla S.rlla. 

fairs and his New Year ser
mons were always viewed as 
"State of the Nation" evalua
tions. 

Dr. Silver possessed a fine 
of humor. On his first 
in Detroit, before the 

Men's Club of Beth El and the 
Temple itself; in the late 1920s, 
he virtually held his audiences 
in stitches with his stories and 
his humorous descriptions of 
Jewish life. He retained that 
sense of the jocular through
out his life. 

Born in Lithuania, brought 
to this country by his father, 
a venerable orthodox rabbi who 
died in Israel several years ago, 
Dr. Silver be c a m e a leader 
among the Jewish youth on ew 
York's East Side. He was among 
the distinguished young people, 
who included Emanuel and 
Joshua Neumann, Abraham M. 

Jewish Agency Holds 
Service for Dr. Silver 

NEW YORK (JTA)-Memo
rial services were held Tuesday 
for the late Dr. Abba Hillel Sil
ver by the American Section of 
the Jewish Agency here with Dr. 
Nahum Goldmann, president of 
the World Zionist Organi7.ation, 
and Dr. Emanuel Neumann, 
chairman of the American sec
tion, as the principal speakers. 

Moshe Sharett, chairman of 
the Jewish Agency executive, 
who had been scheduled to 
speak, was delayed in London 
and sent a message which was 
read at the memorial meeting. 
Rabbi Mordecai Kirshblum, a 
member of the Jewish Agency 
executive, conducted religious 
services. 

With representatives of all the 
Zionist groups in America in at
tendance, the late Zionist leader 
was bailed for his role in pre
senting the Zionist case before 
the United Nations and in de• 
veloping public opinion for the 
creation of Israel. 
THOUSANDS AT IMPRESSIVE 
FUNERAL ~OR RABBI SILVER 

CLEVELAND, (JTA)-Thou
aands of mourners, including 
world and national leaders of 
the Zionist movement and hip 
Washington, state and local of.6. 
cials, attended funeral servi 
for Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver. 

Eulogies lauding Dr. Silver u 
a Jewish leader, great orator 
and great American, were de
livered before a hU5hed assem
blage of 2,500 in The Temple, 
the famous synagogue in which 
he served u rabbi for many 
years, and at the graveside at 
Mayfield cemel ry. Many thou
sands, unable to get into the 
overcrowded 1,vn.11-.urue llatened 

Messages of condolence were re
ceived from President Zalman Sha
ar, of Israel; Israel's Prime Minister, 
Levi Eshkol· members of Israel 's 
Cabinet and' leaders of Israel's po
litical parties. Dr. ahum Goldmann, 
president of the World Zionist Or
ganization, hailed Dr. Sliver as "an 
outstanding voice of American Jewry 
- a great American and a great J ew." 

The honorary pallbearers included 
a veritable Who's Who of prominent 
civic and communal leaders, non
Jcwlsb and Jewish, Zionist and non
Zionist. Among them were Anthony 
Celebrezze, Secretary of Health, 
Education and WeUare; Dr. T. Keith 
Glennan, president of Case Insti
tute of Technology Dr. Nelson 
Glueck, president ol the Hebrew 
Unlon CollegNewlsh lnsUtute of 
Religion; Ambassador Avraham Har
man, Israel's envoy to Washlngton; 
Cleveland Mayor Ralph J . Locher,· 
Dr. John S. Millis, president o 
Western University; Rabbi Max 
Nussbaum, of Hollywood, president 
of the Zionist OrganhaUon of Amer
ica; Dr. Joseph J . Schwartz, execu
tive vice-president of the Israel 
Bond Organlatlon; Louis E . • Seiter, 
editor of lhe C l e v e l a n d Prea; 
Thomas Vall edltor-publ.lsber of the 
Cleveland Press; llax Bressler, 
president, National Fund of Ameri
ca; Harry L. Shapiro, representing 
the United Jewish Appeal; Dr. J. 
Teichman, representing the Liberal 
Party of Israel as well as the ex
ecutive councU of Klar Sliver, Israel 
youth settlement named after Abba 
HIilei Sllver. Dr. Sidney Marks, ex
ecutive director of the Zionist Or
ganization of America ; Harold Man
son of New York and many promi
nent rabbi.a from various cities. 

Among the many tributes paid to 
Dr. Sliver's memory were messages 
of condolence and statements lau
datory of his long career as rabbl, 
Zionist, Jew and American ; from 
Moshe Sharell, chairman of the 
Jewish Agency for Israel; Joseph 
Meyerhoff, general chairman of the 
United Jewlsb Appeal; Abraham A. 
Felnbel"f, president of the Israel 
Bond OrganluUon; Ral>bl Irvtn1 
IIUler, chairman of the American 
Zionist Coandl • Dr. bl'llel Gold
stein and Kr■. ·lto. E. Balprln, eo
chalrmen of tbe World Federatl
of General Zlonuts the World Union 
el General Zlonlsta; the World Union 
ecuUve of Ule Berut-Hatoar mo-

ment In Israel· the ellecuttve com
mittee of the Zlonlats-Revlalonllta In 
America. Label A. lc.u, -Uonal 
prealdent of B'nal B'rlth, and from 
heeds of all National Jewllh Oqaal-
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Thoa., Attend Funeral ServiNI Far Rab I S1 var; ourn1n 
Dr. Abba Hllel Silver - a Great Nation•. 4'1 For Leader Who Die• 11,. 28 Fllltwlng H~art Attack 

Abba Hillel Silver wu born hi 
tbe Lithuanian town of Neistadt, 
the ~on of Rabbi Moses Silver. He 
was of the fifth generation of 
rabbis in his family-and one of 
his sons, Daniel, is also a F...d'Di. 
Young Abba Silver was brought 
by his parents to the United States 
at the age of eight, and grew up 
on New York's lower East Side. 
He studied at the University of 
Cincinnati and at the Hebrew 
Union College, being ordained a 
Reform rabbi at HUC in 1915. 

and a Mighty Prilce in Israel · 
..2 -G 3 

Sar v-Gadol Nofal b'Israel! 
A prince and a great man has fallen in Israel! 
The death of Abba Hillel Silver removes from 

leadership one of the most effective tribunes in Jewry. 
He was a leader in the rabbinate, one of his 

generation's greatest orators, an outstandi~g and unco1_11-
promising Zionist, a distinguished Hebra1st and a dis
tinguished defender of Jewish rights. 

Rabbi Silver was primarily a scholar. He was t~e 
author of a series of theological studies based on ~s 
lifetime of research into Jewish historical records. HIS 
evaluation of the Messianic idea in Jewish tradition is 
among his imperishable works, and his many tracts on 
Judaism, Zionism and Israel will remain among the 
great contributions to Jewish scholarship. 

He was one of the builders of Zion. He may well be 
considered one of the architects of tbe State of Israel. 
His presentations of the Jewish case before {!nit~d 
Nations commissions were among the most effective m 
the struggle for international recognition of Jewish 
rights to the Holy Land. . . . 

The Zionist movement remams mdebted to him. 
He helped build a great ~on'!lment in the Zionist ~dea, 
and as chairman of the Z1omst Emergency Council he 
was an uncompromising advocate of Jewish statehood 
and a defender of Jewish rights during the trying days 
when it was so vitally necessary that the facts should 
be known abollt Jewish aspirations and that all misrepre
sentations should be exposed. 

Kfar Silver in Israel, the agricultural school estab
lished in his honor for the training of Israeli youth in 
scientific agricultural endeavors, now stands as one of 
the monuments to his memory. 

There are, however, many monuments in tribute 
to him: his writings, the inspiration he gave to his 
generation, the leadership he helped train in Jewish 
ranks, the encouragement he gave to the United Jewish 
Appeal, to religiou~ a~d other moveme~ts. 

His memory will, mdeed, be a blessmg for our own 
time and for many generations to come. 

'Tribute To Me■trJ Of Rabbi 
Sil,er Paid By I, i &lass, 

President Of Ftdtr ~tot' ,~ 3 
Following is the statemen[ ma e 

by M. E. Glass, president of the 
Jewish Community Federation, on 
the death of Dr. Abba Hillel Sil
ver : 

"Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver was 
a national figure and a world 
figure, but Clevelapd was hi home 
and it i here h will be most 
poignantly mis 

"The Jewish 
Cle Md 

ly 

JU,,t,J-(.4.r ,, /'WJ4' /..( 4 
Flags Are Lowered 

At Kfar Silver 
In Israel~ t-

Jerusalem. Dec. 1, (JTA)-The 
sudden death of Dr. Abba Hillel 
Silver in Cleveland, came as a 
shock to many in Israel, who con
sider the late Zionist leader as 
one of the most outstanding fig
ures in American life. At Kfar 
Silver, the youth village near Ash• I 
kelon, named after the American 
Zionist leader, 10 years ago, flags 
were flown at half-ma t . A con
dolence book was opened in the 
Village Hall, and many thou ands 

Thousands of mourners, includ
ing world and national leaders of 
the Zionist movement and high 
Washington, state and local o.ifi
cials, attended funeral services 
Sunday for Rabbi Abba Hillel Sil
ver, Zionist leader, who died on 
Thanksgiving Day from a heart 
attack at the age of 70. 

Eulogies lauding Dr. Silver as 
·a Jewish leader, great orator and 
great American, were delivered 
before a hushed assemblage of 
2,500 in the Temple in which he 
served as rabbi for many years, 
and at the graveside at Mayfield 
Cemetery. Many thousands, unable 
to get into the overcrowded syna
gogue, listened to the services out
side the building over loudspeakers. 

The eulogie were delivered by 
Dr. Emanuel eumann, chairman 
of the Jewish Agency for Israel
American Section; U.S. Senator 
Frank J. Lausche, of Ohio; Rabbi 
Solomon Freehof, of Pittsburgh; 
and Rabbi Milton M. Matz, asso
ciate rabbi of the Temple. The 
services were conducted by Rabbi 
Leon Feuer, of Toledo; and Rabbi 
Arthur J. Lelyveld, of Fairmount 
Temple, Cleveland. El Jrfoleh Rach
min, the traditional prayer for the 
departed, was chanted by Richard 
Tucker, of tae opolitan Opera 
:ompany. 

Messages of ceniOolence were re
!eived from Pl....,t Zalman Sha
zar, of Israel; Israel's Prime Min
ister, Levi Eshkol; members of 
Israel's Cabinet; and leaders of 
Israel's political parties, left, cen
ter and right. Dr. ahum Gold
mann, president of the World Zion
ist Organization, hailed Dr. Silver 
as •·an ou~tanding voice of Ameri
can Jewry-a great American and 
a great Jew." 

The honorary pallbearers includ
ed civic and communal leaders, 
non-Jewish and Jewish, Zionist 
and non-Zionist. Among them were 
Anthony Celebrezze, Secretary of 
Health, Education and Welfare; 
Dr. T. Keith Glennan, president of 
Case Institute of Technology, here; 
Dr. Nelson Glueck, president of 
the Hebrew Union College-Jewish 
Institute of Relision; AmbaNador 
Avraham Harman, Iarael's envoy 
to Wuhincton; Clevel~ Mayor 
Ralpla J. LocMr; Dr. JabD s. 11111-
.. JlillMIIII., W--- R ■M 
Unlwnlt,J. 

t by accepting many post 

of I raelis came to ign their Rabbi Silvei·. Pres ent an 
name in the book. The _village de- Shazar, in a telegram to Mrs. S11-
clared a week of mourning. ver spoke of the deceased as 

Israel's Lib:ral P~rty . held a l "this great figure in American 
special memonal service m honor Jewry," whom he viewed u "the 
ol t1w ·late Rabbi Uver. The en- most esteemed and illustrious of 

ponsibillty, he demonstrat 
rough deed as well as wo 
e importance of communit o 

gation. 
"We re bles ed o have hi 
our mids , and the mo t fitti 

ibute to him w a rede 

lllraell prna earned Jons ar- tbe spiritual and political leaders 
tlcles expreau11 apjnei&Uoll OI of America's Zionist movement." 
Dr. Silver's cuell'. At ZOA Messages of condolence to Mrs. 
In Tel Aviv, wllleb ......_ Silver were also cabled by Prime 
tts Israeli and American fiag 111m· t Levi Eshkol Deputy Pre-
half-mast in tribute to the late is er • 
President Kennedy, baMers were mier Abba Eban, and Moshe Sha-
lowered and then raised qain to rett, chairman of the Jewish 
half-mast in honor of Dr. Silver. Agency who said that the World 
Inside ZOA House, a large portrait Zioni t Executive "deeply laments" 
of Rabbi Silver was hanged, draped the ssin of Dr. Silver who wu 
in black and flanked by candles. pa g and rful 

Israel's highest Government of- "a most dynamic powe 
ficl.als today voiced hiihest pra1Na figure" in the world Zloniat move

the nonallty and eueer of ment. 

~ 

RABBI ABBA H. Sil..VER 
Also Rabbi Max Nussbaum, of 

~ollywood, president of the Zion
ist Organization of America; Dr. 
Joseph J. Schwartz, executive vice
president of the Israel Bond Or
ganization; Max Bressler, presi
dent of the Jewish National Fund 
of America; Harry L. Shapiro, 
representing the u'nited Jewish 
Appeal; Dr. J. Teichman, repre
senting the Liberal Party of Isra
el aa well as the executive council 
of Kfar Silver, an Israel youth 
settlement named after Abba Hil
lel Silver; Dr. Sidney Marks, ex
ecutive director of the Zionist Or
ganization of America: Harold 
Mannon of New York; and many 
prominent rabbis from various 
cities. 

Among the many tributes paid 
to Dr. Silver's memory were mes
sages of condolence and statements 
laudatory of his long career as 
rabbi, ~ionist, Jew and American; 
from Moshe Sharett, chairman of 
the Jewish Agency for Israel; Jos
eph Meyerhoff, general chairman 
of the United Jewish Appeal; Ab
raham A. Feinberg, president of 
the Israel Bond Organization; 
Rabbi Irving Miller, chairman of 
the American Zionist Council; Dr. 
Israel Goldstein and Mrs. Rose E. 
Halprin, co-chairman of the World 
Federation of General Zionists; the 
World Union of General Zionists; 
the world executive of the Herut
Hatzoar movement in Israel; the 
executive committee of the Zion
ists-Revisionists in Amerlca.. I..abel 
A. Katz, national president GI 
B'nai B'rith. 

His first congregation was the 
Eoff Street Temple, at Wheeling, 
W.Va. In 1917, he came here as 
spiritual leader of the Temple in 
this city. In World War I, he 
served as a chaplain in the U.S. 
Army in France, and later receiv
ed a high decoration for his serv
ice from the French Government. 

Rabbi Silver, building his con
gregation in Cleveland to one of 
the outstanding religious institu
tions in the country, with a mem
bership of more than 2,500 fami
lies, attracted wide attention early 
in his ministry through his theo
logical writing, his vigorous and 
powerful oratory, and his advocacy 
of civil rights, the right of labor, 
and his ·activities toward ending 
unemployment. 

Meanwhile, he . had become one 
of America's most impassioned and 
most effective spokesmen for the 
rebirth of the Jewish Homeland 
in Palestine. He was chairman of 
the American Zionist Emergency 
Council in 1933-34 and again from 
1945 to 1948. During the latter 
period, he was one of the leading 
fighters for world Zionism at the 
new United Nations, and was one 
of the most prominent participants 
in the UN debates that led to the 

N's adoption of the Palestine 
Partition Plan in 1947. 

He had also served as president 
of the Zionist Organization of 
America; chairman of the Ameri
can Section of the then Jewish 
Agency for Palestine in 1946-48; 
and as co-chairman of the United 
Jewish Appeal. At his death he 
was chairman of the 1board of gov
ernors of the Israel Bond Organi
zation. 

He had been president of the 
Central Conference of American 
Rabbis; director of the American 
Friends of the Hebrew University; 
a member of the board of trustees 
of the American Civil Liberties 
Union; and active in the Cleve
land Bureau of Jewish Education; 

e Jewish Welfare Federation and 
he Jewish Community Federation 
f Cleveland; the Jewish Academy 
,f Arts and Sciences; the Jewish 
Publication Society; the Council 
of Jewish Federations and Wel
are Funds; the Council of Democ

racy; the American Birth Control 
,eague; the American Red Cross; 

and a member of the board of gov
ernors of the Hebrew Union Col
lege. 

Rabbi Silver wu honored at 
many outstandin& events during 
the last year upon reaching the 
age of 70. 
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DEATH OF ABBA HILLEL SILVER, 
GIANT OF MODERN ZIONISM 

World Jewry mourns Hillel Silver 

THOUSANDS ATTEND FUNERAL 
CLEVELAND, Wednesday.-Thousands of mourners, in

cluding leaders of the World Zionist Movement and high U.S. 
State and civic personalities, attended the funeral of the late 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, outstanding U.S. Zionist leader, who 
(as reported above, died here last Thursday night. 

He helped get American support lor the Jewish State 
CLEVELAND (U.S.A.), Wednesday.-Abba Hillel Silver, 

famous Zionist leader and outstanding American Rabbi, died 
here of a heart attack last Thursday night. He was 70 years 
old. One of the giants of modern Zionism, he played a leading 
part in getting American support for the establishment of the 
State of Israel. 

The wteran Rabbi waa honoured 
last January at a _earty celebrating his I 
70th birthday. The party featured 
national, state and city leaders. Some 
2,000 well-wishers, ranging_ from U.S. 
Health, Education and Welfare Se
cretary Anthony Celebttzze, to 
priats, biabops and newspaper editors 
attended the banquet. 

Bom in Lithuania Abba Hillel Sil
ver was the aon of a rabbi, and he 
was brought to the United States as 
a chUd of eight. He grew up on 
New York's l!ast Side. He studied 
at the University of Cincinatti, where 
he received his B.A. degtte, and then 
entered Hebfew Union College, which 
ordained him as a Reform Rabbi. 

POWERFUL SPEAKER 

A vigorous and powerful speaker, 
he attracted early attention in his 
fights against segregation, class domi
nation and for the right of labour to 
organise and bargain collectlvely. 

After service as .a Chaplain in 
Prance in World War I, Rabbi Sil
ver was named by President Hoover 
to a national committee to ease un
employment. Later he became chair
man of the Committee on Unemploy
ment Insurance, when the Consumers' 
League was working on anti-depres
sion measures. As Oiairman of the 
Ohio Committee on Unemployment In
surance, he was a founder of that 
state's Jobless Insurance movemmt. 

THE LATE RABBI SIL VER 

particularly against what he called 
"the derogation of the Zionist Move
ment by Israeli leaders." In his last 
years, he had taken a less acti".'e tole 
in the Zionist movement, serving as 
Chairman of the Board of Gowrnors 
of the Israel Bond Organuation. 

He was spiritual leader of Oeve
land'i5 Reform Temple, the largest Re
form Congregation in the U.S.A. 

ZIONIST CHAMPION 

He attained Ilia gratat .faae aa 
an impulioaal · spokeauuafor die 
ratoratioa of l•aeL 
He had saved as President of the 

Zionist OrganisatiOn of .A!Mrica, and 
rallied American Jews to the fight_ ~r 
a Jewish State, during . the Britiah 
mandatory period, and · ~ the te~ 
days in the United Nations, which 
preceded the vote on partition. • He 
fought the Israel Government, too, 
when he considered that necessary' 

Rabbi 
Silver, 
u. s. 

a 
Ciant Of ,,,,~-
Zionism, De" 

CLEVELAND (JTA) - One of 
the giants of modern Zi~nism, 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, died of 
a heart attack this week at a hos
pital here in his 7oth year. 

He had waged an untiring fight 

f the establishment of Israel or . 
1 and had won an internationa re~-

utation for his lifelong leadership 
. .~ ... Zionist movement. He wu 
1D Ul'C d' 
honored last January at a mner 
in Cleveland attended ~~ s~te 
and national welfare off1c1als 111-

cluding Secretary of Health, Edu
cation and Welfare Ant:honY_ Cele-

He was rabbi of T1fereth 
brezze. ii h' 

1 T........-.1e from 1917 Wit is Israe .... .., 
deeth. 

I IJthuanla, the ,on of a 
Born n to the 
bbi he was brought 
~ "ted States when he WU eight 

n1 up on New York's lower 
and ,rew ni 
Salt Side. He entered \be U ver-
sltJ ol Cineiouti when.:- re-

attended Hebrew Union Co ege 
which ordained him as a Reform 
rabbi. 

A vigorous and powerful speak
er he attracted early attention in 
hi~ fights against segregation, class 
domination and for the right of 
labor to organize and bargain col
lectively. Aiter service as a chap
lain in France in World War One, 
Rabbi Silver was named by Presi
dent Hoover to a national com
mittee to ease joblessness. Later 
he became chairman of the Com
mittee on Unemployment Insur
ance when the Consumers League 
was working on anti-depression 
measures. As chairman of the Ohio 
Committee on Unemployment In
aarance he was a founder of that 
•te's jobless insurance move
.. nt. 

e attained his greatest fame 
• an impassioaed spokesman f 
the restoration of Israel. He had 
served as president of the Zioni 
Organization of America and ral• 
lied American Jews to the fight 
for a JewiBh State during the 
Briti mandate and .in. the ten e 
days in Ute United Nations pre
cediDI the vote on partition. 

ile toup.1 u.. 11rae1 GoYem-

Eulogies lauding Dr. Silver as a 
great Jewish leader, brilliant orator 
and distinguished American, were de
livered before a hushed assemblage 
of 2,500 inThe Temple, the famous 
synagogue in which he served as a 
Rabbi for over 40 ye<)rs, and at 
the graveside at Mayfield Cemetery. 

3'1!:WI!H IN1'ZPZ1' 

ff istadrut lvrlt M11t1n1 
To Honor Memory Of 

Rabbi A. H, Silver 
The next scheduled all-Hebrew 

meeting of the Cleveland Chapter 
of Histadrut Ivrit of America. 
which will take place Sunday eve
ning, Dec. 8, at 8 o'clock at the 
Bureau of Jewish Education 
building, 2030 South Taylor Road, 
will have a two-fold program. 

The first part will be dedicated 
to the memory of Rabbi Abba 
Hillel Silver, who had a life-long 
interest in the renaissance of the 
Hebrew language. Rabbi Israel 
Porath, honorary president of 
Histadrut Ivrit, will deliver the 
eulogy; Cantor Isaac Goodfriend 
of Community Temple, will chant 
the Memorial prayer and Yosef 
Levi, director of B'nai Akiva. will 
read selections. 

Moshe Z. Efrati, one of Israel's 
leading educators and a1tthors, will 
deliver a lecture on "The Role of 
Education In the Integration of 
the Exiles." Mr. Efrati is a mem
ber of the Board of Education 
sponsored by the Education Min
istry of the State of Israel. He is 
al!!o an executive member of the 
national organization of religious 
teachers and chairman of the na
tional principals' organization of I 
the Government religious schools. 
The meeting is open to the public. 

ment, too, when he considered that 
necessary particularly what he 

' . called the derogation of the Zion-
ill movement b:, Israeli leaders . 

hi8 last years, he bad taken 
Jeu active role in the Zionist 

ement, serving as chairman of 
Board of Governors of the 

el Bond Organization. 
His biography in Who's Who 

lists more than 30 organizations 
with which he had been affiliated 
and in many of which he had held 
the highest offices. He was the 
author of six books on Jewish sub
jecta and Zionlml. 

The eulogies were delivered by Dr. 
Emanuel Neumann, Senator Frank 
Lausche, Rabbi Solomon Freehof and 
Rabbi Milton Matz, Associate Rabbi 
of The Temple. Mt>ssages of con
dolence were received from Zionists 
and Jewish leaders all over the world. 

Israel Government leaders on Sun
day voiced highest praise for the 
personality and cart>er of Rabbi Sil
ver. 

President Zalman Shaz:ar, in a 
cable to Mrs. Silver, spoke of her 
husband as "this great figure on 
American Jewry," whom be viewed 
as "the most esteemed and i0us7 
trious of the spiritual and political 
leaders of the American Zionist 
Movement," 
Mes.!'ages of condolence to Mrs. 

Silver were also cabled by Premier 
Levi Eshkol, Deputy Premier Abba 
Eban, c>nd Moshe Sharett, Chairman 
of the Jewish Agency. 

PREMIER'S MESSAGE 
Levi Eshkol's message said: "We 

are deeply grieved at the loss of a 
dear friend and great leader of our 
people, in its struggle for national 
renaissance and independence. His 
deep-rooted Jewishness, love for the 
Torah and people, his electrifying 
personality, strong character and pas
sion for justice, were a rallying point 
for Jews who streamed to the Zion
ist banner in the U.S.A. and else
where, to wage the battle for Jewish 
freedom. The Government and people 
of Israel mourn him. May his mem
ory be blessed, and may you be 
conforted in the upbuilding of Zion 
and Jerusalem." 

Memorial Service 

at Temple Israel 

for Rabbi Silver 
A special memorial service for the 

late Rabbi Hillel Silver, outstanding 
Zionist leader and Reform Rabbi, will 
be held at Temple Israel, Paul Nel 
Street, Johannesburg, on Friday even
ing, December 6th, at 6 p.m., in con
junction with the weekly Sabbath Eve 
service. Rabbi Dr. Abron Opher, 
Chief Minister of Johannesburg's 
United Progressive Jewish Congrega
tion, who was a life-long friend of 
Rabbi Silver and was associated with 
him on many national bodies in 
America, will preach the sermon and 
conduct the service. 
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Rabbi Abba Hillel 
Silver Dead At 7 0 

CLEVELAND (JTA) - One of the giants of modern Zion
ism, Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, died of a heart attack this week 
in Cleveland in his 70th year. 

He had waged an untiring fight for the establishment of 
Israel and had won an international reputation for his lifelong 
leadership in the Zionist movement. He was honored last Janu
ary at a dinner in Cleveland attended by state and national 
welfare officials including Secre
tary of Health, Education and Wel
fare Anthony Celebrezze. He was 
rabbi of Tifereth Israel Temple 
from 1917 until his death. 

Born in Lithuania, the son of a 
rabbi, he was brought to the United 
States when he was eight and grew 
up on New York's lower East Side. 
When he was 11 years old, Abba 
Silver and a group of friends estab
lished the Herzl Zion Club, a group 
that espoused the Zionist beliefs of 
Dr. Theodore Herzel. This was 
America's first Hebrew - speaking 
Zionist organization. _ 

In 1911, he entered Hebrew Union 
College in Cincinnati and at the 
same time he attended the Univer
sity of Cincinnati. He was graduat
ed from both in 1915, completing the 
nine-year rabbinical program in 
four years. 

A vigorous and powerful speaker, 
he attracted early attention in his 
fights against segregation, class 
domination and for the right of la
bor to organize and bargain collec
tively. After service as a chaplain 
in France in World War One, Rabbi 
Silver was named by President 
Hoover to a national committee to 
ease joblessness. Later he became 
chairman of the Committee on Un
employment Insurance when the 
Consumers League was working on 
anti-depression measures. As chair
man of the Ohio Committee on Un
employment Insurance he was a 
founder of this state's jobless in
surance movement. 

He attained his greatest fame as 
an impassioned spokesman for the 
restoration of Israel. 

Rabbi Silver took part in a his
toric conference of American Jewry 
in New York City in 1942 at which 
a definite program was adopted 
defining the establishment of an 
independent Israel as the principal 
aim of Zionism. 

He presented the Zionist case 
before the United Nations in 1947 
and 1948 and on May 14, 1948, the 
state of Israel was officially pro
claimed. 

During the past 10 years, Rabbi 
Silver had received many honors 

awards and citations, including the 
Human Relations Award of the Na
tional Conference of Christians and 
Jews in 1958. 

His biography in Who's Who lists 
more than 30 organizations with 
which he had been affiliated and in 
many of which he had held the 
highest offices. He was the author 
of six books on Jewish subjects and 
Zionism. 
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RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
A TRIBUTE 

By RABBI HARRY J. STERN, LL.D., D.D. 
Temple Emanu-El, Westmount, Montreal 

The last time we were in the presence of Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
was at the meeting of the Central Conference of American Rabbis, held 
in June ( 1963) in Philadelphia. He participated in a program that had 
to do with the appraisal of the rabbinate, and he and his classmate Rabbi 
Solomon Freehof of Pittsburg, engaged in a dialogue ___, a most inspiring 
dialogue pertaining to their experiences in the American rabbinate. And 
now alas our colleague is no more 
for his life came to a sudden end 
last Thursday in the City of Cle, 
veland where he served for the past 
forty years with such high distinc, 
tion. Of him it can truly be said 
- "know ye not that there is a 
prince and a great man fallen this 
day in Israel?" (II Samuel 3:38). 

"When a great tree falls, we are 
impressed with how meagre the 
landscape seems without it." So 
when a great man dies, when he 
is gone, life seems less interesting. 
Abba Hillel Silver was indeed great 
as a orator, leader and scholar. He 
was one of the most gifted in the 
Reform Jewish rabbinate. He de, 
voted his whole life to the service 
of the Jewish people. He commenc, 
ed his preparation for this service 
as a member of the Herzl Club, 
founded in 1904 on the East side 
of New York, and among the mem, 
bers of this club were such distin, 
guished men of the Household of 
Israel as Emanuel Neumann, who 
became Silver's closest leader in 
the cause of Zionism and such Rab, 
bis as Abraham Feldman, Benjamin 
Friedman, and the late Barnett 

Brickner and the late J e s s e 
Schwartz, who was summoned but 
some months ago to his eternal re, 
ward. 

History will record Dr. Silver as 
the architect of the new Jewish 
State of Israel. He will be remem, 
bered as champion not only of Jew, 
ish rights but of human rights for 
all, having been his whole life mo, 
tivated by the prophetic tradition 
of our precious faith, Judaism. 

. On a number of occasions, Rabbi 
Silver graced the pulpit of Temple 
Emanu,El here in Montreal. We 
we!l recall how a crowded Temple 
waited for the good Rabbi over 
wo hours at a Temple forum meet, 

ing, he having been delayed by 
plane, arriving from Cleveland to 
Montreal. But it all was worthwhile 
waiting, for his inspiring address 
was listened to by leading citizens 
both Jewish as well as non, Jewish 
of our community. 

When in 1947, the Central Con, 
ference of American Rabbis met in 
convention here in Montreal with 
Temple Emanu,El as host it was 
Dr .. Silver wh? held then i:h~ high 
office of President of this confer, 
ence. For us it was the 50th anni
versary of the conference's revisit 
to our city for as early as 1897 this 
rabbinical body met in Mo~treal 
under the leadership of the founder 
of American Reform Judaism, 
namely Rabbi Isaac M. Wise. 

We thank God for the life of 
Abba Hillel Silver - a life blessed 
with i_nspiring work and great ac, 
comphshment. He had indeed set 
~n example for all who are engaged 
m _t~e ~oble task of leadership in 
reltg10n m Israel and in the work of 
humanity. May God bless and hal, 
low the memory and the heritage 
of Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver. 
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DECEMBER 6, 1963 ABBA HILLEL SILVER, PRINCE OF AMERICAN JEWRY 
IN MEMORIAM 

As DEEP A GRIEVOUS LOSS THAT CAME TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE WITH THE 

ASSASSINATION OF OUR LATE BELOVED PRESIDENT, JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY, SO 

AMERICAN JEWRY HAS SUSTAINED EVEN AS GREAT A LOSS IN THE PASSING OF ONE 

OF ITS GREAT GIANTS OF LEADERSHIP, A SCHOLAR, WHO HAS BLESSED AMERICAN 

JEWRY WITH ALMOST A HALF A CENTURY OF LEADERSHIP IN THE PERSONALITY OF 

DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER. HE WAS WITHOUT QUESTION THE GIANT OF HIS TIME. 

HE WAS THE MOST GIFTED, NOT ONLY IN ORATORY, BUT AS LEARNED IN SCHOLAR

SHIP. WITHOUT QUESTION HE WAS ONE OF THE MOST GIFTED GRADUATES OF THE 

HEBREW UNION COLLEGE. HE HAD THE GREAT ABILITY TO GIVE OF THE POWER OF 

HIS MIGHT ANO HIS SPIRIT, SO THAT HE BECAME IN TIME NOT ONLY THE LEADER 

OF AMERICAN JEWRY, BUT THE INTERNATIONAL SPOKESMAN OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE. 

DESCENDED FROM FIVE GENERATIONS OF RABBIS HE CAME TO THIS COUNTRY 

IN 1902 FROM LITHUANIA AS A YOUNGSTER OF NINE YEARS. HE CAME FROM A FAM-

ILY OF SIX CHILDREN, AND HIS FATHER WAS THE NOTED RABBI AND SCHOLAR, 

RABBI MOSES SILVER. HE WAS RAISED AND NURTURED IN THE TRADITIONS AND 

FOLK-WAYS Of EASTERN EUROPEAN JEWRY, WHICH HE CARRIED DEEPLY IN HIS HEART 

WITH THAT PASSIONATE LOVE Of HIS PEOPLE 1 S TRADITION AND HIS PEOPLE 1 S WAY 

OF LIFE. HE COMBINED WITHIN HIMSELF A SPIRITUAL TRADITION AND LOVE FOR 

HIS PEOPLE THAT CARRIED ITSELF FORWARD IN A REVOLUTIONARY PROGRAM Of HIS 

COMMITMENT TO POLITICAL ZIONISM, AND HIS LOVE FOR THE DEMOCRATIC WAY OF 

LIFE. HERE IN AMERICA HE FOUND A NEW PASSIONATE LOVE FOR THE DEMOCRACY 

WHICH HE FELT WAS A POSITIVE FORCE FOR THE FULFILLMENT OF GOOD IN LIFE. 

HE CAME NOT ONLY TO LOVE AMERICA, BUT TO BE ITS LEADER AND ITS SPIRIT IN 

TERMS or THE RECOGNITION THAT HE WAS A MOST ELOQUENT VOICE or AMERICAN 

JUDAISM. 

SURROUNDED AS HE WAS IN THE SPIRIT OF JEWISH SCHOLARSHIP AND LEARN-

ING, THERE FLOWED FROM HIS HEART SOMETHING WHICH WAS A DEEP PART OF HIS 
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JEWISH HERITAGE, AND THAT WAS THE REBUILDING OF THE ANCIENT HOMELAND OF 

HIS PEOPLE IN THE LAND OF ZION. THE BIBLICAL HEROES OF THE PAST, THE PRO

PHETS, THE SAGES AND THE MODERN ESSAYISTS AND PHILOSOPHERS LIKE BIALAK 

AND AHAD HA-AN, ALL HAD A PROFOUND INFLUENCE ON THE YOUNG MAN WHO WAS 

DESTINED TO BE THE LEADER OF HIS PEOPLE. ALREADY IN 1904 AT THE TIME OF 

THEODORE HERZL 1 S DEATH, ABBA HILLEL SILVER AND HIS BROTHER FORMED THE DR. 

HERZL CLUB. IT WAS THE FIRST ZIONIST HEBREW SPEAKING GROUP IN AMERICA. 

FROM THIS CLUB CAME THE MOST NOTED OF PERSONALITIES LIKE EMANUEL NEUAAN, 

BARNETT R. BRICKNER, ABRAHAM FELDMAN, ALL RABBIS AND WORLD LEADERS IN THE 

ZIONIST MOVEMENT. DR. [MANUEL NEUMAN, A , MAN RECENTLY HONORED FOR ALMOST 

FOUR DECADES OF WORK ON BEHALF OF THE WORLD ZIONIST MOVEMENT, WROTE ABOUT 

THE DR. HERZL ZION CLUB IN THIS MANNER: 11 1 JOINED ON A WINTRY SATURDAY 

EVENING, WHEN THE CLUB WAS CELEBRATING THE BAR MITZVAH OF THE PRESIDENT. 

ITS PRESIDENT THEN AND ITS NATURAL LEADER FOR YEARS AFTER WAS ABBA HILLEL 

SILVER. Hts WAS A FIRM RULE, TEMPERED ALWAYS WITH A SAVING SENSE OF HUMOR. 

HE WAS LOVED, ADMIRED AND OBEYED. HIS WORD AT THE END OF A LONG DEBATE 

HAD THE RING OF FINALITY AND WAS ACCEPTED WITHOUT DEMUR. THE VERY QUALITY 

OF HIS VOICE BROUGHT CONVICTION. 11 

ALREADY IN HIS EARLY CAREER AS A YOUTH HE PLUNGED HIMSELF FORWARD 

TO MAKE HEBREW A LIVING LANGUAGE, AND TO MAKE THIS CLUB A MODEL FOR THE 

DEVELOPMENT OF THE MOVEMENT HE WAS LATER TO BE THE INTERNATIONAL LEADER. 

THERE WERE MANY ON THE LOWER EAST SIDE OF NEW YORK WHO LOOKED UPON THE 

ZIONIST MOVEMENT AS HERESY, AND BELIEVED THAT HEBREW WAS A LANGUAGE OF 

PRAYER AND NOT A LANGUAGE TO BE USED IN CONDUCTING MEETINGS. IN ABBA 

H1LLEL 1 S PERSONALITY WAS THE FORCEFULNESS OF LOGIC, DYNAMIC PERSUASION 

AND A FORCEFULNESS WHICH FULFILLED ITSELF IN THE MANNER OF THE MAN WHO 

BELIEVED THAT DESTINY OF A PEOPLE TO RETURN TO ITS SOIL DEMANDED OF HIM 

TO FOLLOW HIS BELI .EFS TO VICTORY. HE WAS ABLE TO ~ONVINCE THE LEADERS 
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or THE EDUCATIONAL ALLIANCE THAT THEY HAD A RIGHT TO MEET IN THEIR or

FICES AND TO CONDUCT THEIR MEETINGS IN HEBREW IN THE SPIRIT OF THE 

REBIRTH OF AN ANCIENT FAITH AND AN ANCIENT HOPE. THIS WAS THE FIRST 

SUCCESS OF HIS YOUNG CAREER, A MODEL OF WHAT WAS YET TO UNFOLD. 

WHEN ABBA HILLEL SILVER ENTERED HEBREW UNION COLLEGE IN 1911, THERE 

WERE MANY WHO FELT HE HAD BEEN A TRAITOR TO HIS ORTHODOX BACKGROUND AND 

HIS ZIONIST LEANINGS WHEN HE ENTERED AS A STUDENT. AT THAT TIME REFORM 

JUDAISM WAS BITTERLY ANTI-ZIONIST, AND ANTI-CEREMOMIAL IN ITS POINT or 

VIEW. MANY OF HIS FRIENDS FELT THAT HIS JOINING THE REFORM MOVEMENT WAS 

TO ALIENATE HIM FROM HIS BACKGROUND OF TRADITION AND HIS LOVE FOR POLITI

CAL ZIONISM. HE WEATHERED THE STORM NOT ONLY WITH STRENGTH, BUT HE CAME 

OUT MORE FORTIFIED THAN EVER BEFORE, NOT ONLY AS A REFORM RABBI BUT AS 
FROM 

A LEADER OF A NEW FAITH, TRANSFORMING THE IMAGE OF REFORM JUDAISM I~ ONE 

OF NEGATION TO AFFIRMATION. 

UPON LEAVING HEBREW UNION COLLEGE HE BECAME RABBI OF HIS FIRST 

CONGREGATION IN WHEELING, WEST VIRGINIA AT THE EooF STREET TEMPLE THERE. 

AFTER TWO YEARS IN THAT PULPIT HE WAS CALLED TO ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT 

PULPITS IN AMERICA - CLEVELAND 1 S TIFERETH ISRAEL, LATER TO BE CALLED THE 

TEMPLE. FROM 1917 HE MADE THIS CONGREGATION THE BELOVED SPIRITUAL HOME 

WHERE FOR NEARLY FORTY-SIX YEARS HE REIGNED THE SUPREME PRINCE OF HIS 

PEOPLE. THERE HE CREATED ONE OF THE LEADING CONGREGATIONS OF THE LIBERAL 

TRADITION IN AMERICA. HE HAD THE POWER NOT ONLY OF ORATORY, BUT OF A 

GREAT CREATIVE MIND THAT HE WAS ABLE TO TRANSFORM A CONGREGATION OF 725 

FAMILIES TO A CONGREGATION OF NEARLY 2,500. HE BUILT ITS MAGNIFICENT 

NEW STRUCTURE, FORMULATED ITS PROGRAM AND GUIDED ITS DESTINY. No MATTER 

WHAT WORLD LEADERSHIP PROBLEMS HE WAS CONCERNED WITH, HE WAS FOREVER 

MAKING TRIPS ON TRAINS AND PLANES IN ORDER TO BE BACK WITH HIS CONGREGA

TION ON THE SABBATH. HE TREATED HIS PULPIT WITH A KIND OF SACREDNESS OF 

THE MESSAGES HE DELIVERED WEEK AFTER WEEK, MESSAGES THAT BROUGHT THRONGS 
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Of PEOPLE TO HEAR THE GREAT MASTER, WHO WAS ABLE TO 

MASTER IT WITH SUCH THOROUGHNESS Of LOGIC, RHETORIC AND ELOQUENCE THAT 

FEW HAD THE POWER OF SERMONIC ELOQUENCE THAN HE ACHIEVED IN HIS LIFETIME. 

HIS TEMPLE BECAME THE MODEL FOR REFORM CONGREGATIONS THROUGHOUT THE COUN~ 

TRY. THE PURSUIT OF ELOQUENCE WAS THE PURSUIT OF HIS CONGREGATION AND HIS 

IDEALS, FOR HE FOUNDED NOT ONLY THE FINEST RELIGIOUS SCHOOL BUT AN EXCEL

LENT LIBRARY, A WONDERFUL MUSEUM Of JEWISH RELIGIOUS AND CEREMONIAL ART, 

AND ANY NUMBER Of EDUCATIONAL AND CULTURAL PROGRAMS WHICH MADE HIS CON-

GREGATION EXEMPLIFY WHAT EXCELLENCE CAN AND SHOULD ACHIEVE. THERE IS 

ALWAYS THE DANGER IN ALLOWING A LARGE CONGREGATION SUCH AS HIS TO BECOME 

BIG BUSINESS WITH BIG EXECUTIVE PROBLEMS, AND LOSE THE PURPOSE Of HIS EX-

ISTENCE. DR. SILVER ALWAYS HAD IN HIS COMMAND THE DETERMINATION TO MAKE 

HIS CONGREGATION PRIMARILY A PLACE OF STUDY, WORSHIP AND THE TRAINING 

GROUND FOR LEADERSHIP. Our Of HIS CONGREGATION HAVE COME TWENTY-FIVE 

RABBIS, WHO WERE INSPIRED TO THE RABBINATE AND WHO OWE TO ABBA HILLEL 

SILVER THE IMAGE Of THE KIND Of RABBI THEY WANTED TO BE IN THE FRUITFUL 

FIELD Of THE SPIRITUAL LABORS THAT HE MOVED HIS PEOPLE. 

As DEEPLY IMBUED WITH THE SPIRIT Of THE PROPHETS, HE WAS A CHAMPION 

FOR SOCIAL LEGISLATION AND SOCIAL BETTERMENT. HE STRUGGLED TO MAKE 

CLEVELAND A BETTER COMMUNITY BY WORKING FOR THOSE CAUSES, WHICH WOULD 

ADVANCE THE MORAL WELFARE OF THE COMMUNITY WHO HONORED HIM AS MAN WHO 

WAS TRULY 11 A PROPHET WITH HONOR WITHIN HIS OWN COMMUNITY". IN THE MIDST 

Of ISOLATIONISM, WHICH HATED ANY THOUGHT Of INTERNATIONALISM OR THE UNDER

STANDING Of UNITED NATIONS OR LEAGUE OF NATIONS, HE FOUGHT FOR THE PRINCIPLE 

THAT AMERICA CANNeT REMAIN ISOLATED, BUT MUST PLAY A WORLD ROLE WHICH IT 

WAS LATER DEST I NED TO PLAY AFTER WORLD WAR I I. HE SAW THE TRAGEDY AND 

OPPRESSION OF ORGANIZED LABOR IN THE MIDST Of A COMMUNITY WHICH HAD CONTEMPT 

FOR THE LABOR MOVEMENT, HE WITH ALL OF HIS HEART ANO SOUL CHAMPIONED THE 

CAUSE Of THE CLOSED SHOP, THE RIGHT Of LABOR TO ORGANIZE AND OF THE PRIVILEGE 
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TO MAKE LABOR A DIGNIFIED MEMBER OF SOCIETY. IT WAS THROUGH HIS VISION 

AND ENERGY THAT THE TEMPLE BECAME THE BIRTHPLACE OF THE GREAT SOCIAL 

IDEALS OF UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE, WHICH LATER GAVE BIRTH TO A NATIONAL 

CAUSE IN THE UNITED STATES. HE FOUGHT AGAINST THE USE OF CHILD LABOR, AND 

ESTABLISHED THE STATE OF OHIO WITH LAWS TO PROTECT THE CHILD FROM THE 

CRUEL BARBARISM WHICH EMPLOYED CHILD LABOR FOR EIGHT AND TEN HOURS A 

DAY. HE WORKED WITH GREAT DILIGENCE AGAINST THE SLUM, JUVENILE DELIN

QUENCY AND WAS EVER DETERMINED TO TRY AND BRING THOSE PRACTICES OF SOCIAL 

JUSTICE AND SOCIAL HARMONY WITHIN THE CAUSE OF HIS PEOPLE. NEVER FAILING 

TO SPEAK OUT AGAINST EVIL AND VOICE THE ETERNAL TRUTHS OF THE PROPHETS, 

HE BECAME RECOGNIZED BY JOHN GUNTHER IN THE BOOK, INSIDE USA, AS ONE OF 

THE MOST DISTINGUISHED CITIZENS OF CLEVELAND, OF THE STATE AND OF THE 

NATION. 

No MAN COULD HAVE GIVEN HIMSELF TO THE CAUSE OF SOCIAL JUSTICE 

WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING OF HIS HERITAGE AND TRADITION. THE 

GREATEST MOMENTS OF DR. SILVER WAS NOT ONLY IN THE PULPIT, NOT ONLY IN 

THE FOREFRONT OF BEING A CIVIC LEADER, BUT IN THE QUIET PRIVACY OF HIS 

STUDY, WHICH HE LOVED MORE THAN ANYTHING ELSE IN HIS LIFETIME. As BUSY 

AS HE MUST HAVE BEEN WITH SO MANY PROJECTS, WITH SO MANY ORGANIZATIONS AND 

ACTIVITIES, YET HE FOUND TIME TO DELVE DEEPLY INTO THE SCHOLARLY BACK

GROUND OF HIS HERITAGE AND TRADITION. EARLY IN HIS LIFE HE WROTE AND 

PUBLISHED HIS DOCTORAL THESIS ENTITLED "MESSIANIC SPECULATIONS IN ISRAEL 11 • 

THIS BOOK TRIED TO SHOW THE MESSIANIC SPIRIT, THE MYSTICAL POWER WHICH 

THE JEW HAD LOOKED FOR IN THE HOPE TO CREATE A BETTER WORLD, THAT HOPE TO 

SEE AN END TO MAN 1 S PROBLEMS. THIS WORK WAS THE BEGINNING OF A HOST OF 

MANY OTHER WORKS, BOOKS LIKE 11 WORLD CRISIS AND JEWISH SURVIVAL 11
• THERE 

WAS ALSO IN THE LAST FEW YEARS THE TIME HE TOOK TO MAKE A STRONG RE

AFFIRMATION OF JUDAISM, ITS IDEALS, ITS TEACHINGS AND ITS RATIONAL CHARACTER. 
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HERE WAS A CLASSIC WHICH EVERY JEW AND EVERY MEMBER OF ANY FAITH CAN 

UNDERSTAND THE BEAUTY AND RHAPSODIC QUALITY OF HIS STYLE OF WRITING IN 

THE BOOK ENTITLED "WHERE JUDAISM 01FFERED 11 , HIS LAST SCHOLARLY BOOK 

11 MOSES AND THE ORIGINAL TORAH 11 , WHICH IS A SCHOLARLY QUEST TO UNDERSTAND 

WHAT IT WAS THAT CONSTITUTED THE PURE FAITH OF MOSES AS IT WAS TAUGHT 

IN THE TORAH. IT IS STRANGE, INDEED, THAT THIS SHOULD BE HIS LAST BOOK? 

HE WAS IN OUR TIME A SENSE OF MOSES, WHO IN A MOMENT OF GREAT DARKNESS 

AND UNCERTAINTY LED US THROUGH THE DEEP RED SEA IN THE BLOOD THAT STAINED 

THE SOIL OF EUROPE, THE DARKNESS OF THE CREMATORIUM, THE NIGHTMARE OF 

THE CONCENTRATION CAMP, BUCHENWALD AND AUSCHWITZ, THE VOICE OF ABBA HILLEL 

SILVER SPOKE TO THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD. 

Goo HAD SENT HIM TO us AT THE MOST CRUCIAL HOUR OF OUR EXISTENCE. 

AFTER WORLD WAR I I GREAT BRITAIN WAS READY TO SCRAP ITS PROMISES OF THE 

BALFOUR DECLARATION AND DESTROY ANY POSSIBILITY TO CREATE A JEWISH STATE, 

WHICH THEY SO SOLEMNLY PROMISED IN THE BALFOUR DECLARATION. IT WAS THE 

VOICE OF ABBA HILLEL SILVER, MILITANT AND DETERMINED, WHO WOULD NOT STOP 

AND NOT BE DETERRED IN THE AIMS TO ACHIEVE THE CREATION OF A STATE OF 

ISRAEL. THERE WERE MANY ANTI-ZIONISTS AND NON-ZIONISTS WHO PUT EVERY 

OBSTACLE IN HIS PATH, AND TRIED TO BESMIRCH HIS CHARACTER. YET HE CAR

RIED ALOFT THE FLAME OF THE CAUSE HE SO MAGNIFICENTLY CHAMPIONED. HE WAS 

UNAFRAID TO FACE THE ADMINISTRATION AND TO DEMAND JUSTICE FOR HIS PEOPLE. 

THOSE OF US WHO KNOW JEWISH HISTORY WILL NEVER FORGET THAT CRUCIAL 

MOMENT WHEN THE UNITED NATIONS COMMITTEE ON PALESTINE BROUGHT A MAJORITY 

REPORT AND A MINORITY REPORT. WHO WAS THE VOICE THAT SPOKE FOR THE JEWISH 

PEOPLE BEFORE THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD IN THAT FATEFUL DAY IN NOVEMBER, 

1947 - NONE OTHER THAN THE VOICE OF ABBA HILLEL SILVER, WHO PLEADED BE

FORE THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD THAT HIS PEOPLE WHO HAD SUFFERED SO MUCH, 

WHO HAD MET THE TRAGEDY OF BLOOD AND THE ASHES OF THE BURNING OF JEWISH 

BODIES, MUST BE GIVEN THE RIGHT TO AFFIRM THEIR OWN DESTINY. HIS PLEA WAS 
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SO MOVING THAT DESPITE THE FACT THAT THE ARABS HAD TRIED TO PERSUADE THE 

NATIONS OF THE WORLD TO VOTE AGAINST THE CREATION OF THE JEWISH STATE, 

THE VOICE OF ABBA HILLEL SILVER SAVED THE DAV FOR THE JEWISH PEOPLE. ON 

NOVEMBER 27, 1947 DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER IN HIS GREAT PLEA WON OVER THE 

NATIONS OF THE WORLD AND THE COUNT WAS 31 TO 13 IN WHICH THE GENERAL AS

SEMBLY GAVE THE INTERNATIONAL SANCTION TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A JEWISH 

STATE. HIS DEAR FRIEND, EMANUEL NEUMAN, WRITES THESE WORDS: "ONE BY ONE 

WE LEFT THE HALL AND DRIFTED INTO THE LOBBY. WE WERE OVERCOME BY EMOTION. 

I GLANCED AT SILVER AND SAW WHAT I HAD NEVER SEEN BEFORE - HE WEPT. 11 YES, 

HE WEPT TO PLEA FOR HIS PEOPLE. HE WEPT AS HE KNEW THE SORROW OF THE GREAT

EST TRAGEDY OF JEWISH HISTORY, AND YET HE LIVED TO SEE THE GREATEST TRIUMPH 

OF HISTORY. HE LIVED TO SEE IT BECAUSE HE MADE IT, HE ESTABLISHED IT, HE 

CREATED IT AND HE GAVE ALL OF HIS LIFE TO IT. THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE 

STATE OF ISRAEL WAS HIS GREATEST ACHIEVEMENT IN HIS LIFETIME. WE WHO ARE 

THE HEIRS TO THIS GREAT HERITAGE WILL NOT FORGET HIM BECAUSE THROUGH HIM 

WE HAD THE GIANT OF OUR GENERATION SPEAKING TO THE WORLD ON BEHALF OF OUR 

PEOPLE. ALL OVER THE JEWISH WORLD WE MOURN THE PASSING OF THE GIANT OF 

AMERICAN JEWRY, THE PRINCE IN OUR MIDST IS MOURNED IN CLEVELAND, IN PHOENIX, 

IN NEW YORK, IN LONDON AND IN JERUSALEM. THE LOSS SUSTAINED BY ALL OF US 

IS A LOSS THAT WILL GIVE US THE STRENGTH AND THE POWER TO MOVE FORWARD 

THROUGH HIS LABOR AND THROUGH THE ENNOBLEMENT OF HIS SOUL AND HIS SPIR•T• 

WE WHO ARE HEIRS TO THE GREAT PROPHETIC TRADITION OF HIS LIFE WILL NOT FOR

GET HIM, BUT THE POWER AND STRENGTH OF THIS GREAT PRINCE WILL LIVE ON 

FOREVER IN THE HEARTS AND SOULS OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE. HE IS IN THE HALL 

OF GREATNESS FOREVER ENSHRINED IN THE HEARTS OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE. AMEN. 
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Workers Lose a Friend 

Ohio workers have lost a lifelong champion of 
death of R bb' Abb their rights and welfare 1·n the 

a 1 a Hillel Silver of Cleveland. 

Rabbi Silver was known as the fath f 
Ohio, He believed that th I er o the unemployment in surance system in 

. e unemp oyed worker should h th d. . 
ment insurance and not be forced to I h . ave e igmty of unemploy-

re yon c anty, 

Rabbi Silver started his campaign for a state une . 

1928 and later drafted the first Oh ' 1 . l . mployment insurance program in 
10 eg1s at1on on unemployment insuranc . 

. It also should be recalled that Rabbi Silver 

vigorous opponents of the so-called 

rejected by Ohio voters in 1958 

was one of th first and most 

"right-to-work" proposal that was soundly 
. 

Another indication of Rabbi Silver's feelin f . . 

in the 1920's from the Cleveland Chamb f g or the worker was his resignation 

its anti-union policies, er o Commerce because of what he labeled 

. To the family of Rabbi Silver goes the hear felt sympathy 
with th of Ohio workers along 

e assu_ ranee that Rabbi Silver shall always 
h t f 

occupy a special place in their 
ear s or his contribution to their welfare 
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"LOOKING THINGS OVER" 
In my youth I grew up in the city of Cleveland, Ohio. Cleveland had a 

most remarkable Jewish community in those days because of the exception

able leadership given it by a small group of men. There was the famous edu

cator, A. H. Friedland, ~ho head~ the Heb_rew schools in the community. 

There were several rabbis who achieved national prominence through their 

brilliant oratory and splendid scholarship. One of these was Solomon Gold

man who served a Conservativ_e synagogue. Gol~an eventually left Cleve

land to head a large Conservative congregation in Chicago. Another of these 

gifted rabbis was Barnett R. Brickner, the spiritual leader of a great Reform 

congregat~on._ I came to know R<rl:bi _Brickner very well and was especially 

close to him m the last years ~f his life. Another great rabbi of that period, 

probably the most famous rabbi of our generation, who also served a Reform 

congregation in Cleveland, was Abba Hillel Silver. A. H. Friedland, Solomon 

Goldman and Barnett R. Brickner departed this life some years ago. On 

Thanksgiving Day the news was flashed over the radio that Abba Hillel Silver 

had died. 
As I think back with nostalgia to the days of my youth I recall that it was 

a favorite pastime for the young people of my generation to visit the syna

gogues of these great rabbis. At the same time, as most of us were enrolled 

as pupils in the Cleveland Heberw School, we came under the personal influ

ence of A. H. Friedland and also of a most remarkable Hebrew teacher by 

the name of Zvi Shuster. As a result of this two-pronged influence - the dedica

ted guidapce of inspired teachers and the moving experience of listening regu

larly to three of the most gifted. preachers the American rabbinate has ever 

known - a good many of us deaded that the only career for us was the rabbi

nate. Thus, Cleveland began to produce rabbinical students in greater profusion 

than any other city in the United States with the possible exception of New 

York. The proof of this exists in our own New England area - Rabbi Albert 

S. Goldstein of Temple Ohabei Shalom in Brookline, Rabbi Roland B. Gittlel

sohn of Temple Israel in Boston and Rabbi Albert Gordon of Temple Emanuel 

in Newton are products of that milieu. In other parts of the country also 

numerous former Clevelanders of my generation have risen to prominence 

both in the rabbinate and national leadership in Jewish life. 
With the death of Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver it seems that an era has come 

to an end. Aa Silver was a great Zionist leader, so were Brickner and Gold

man. The competition between them was quite intenae, not only in their Zion-

b • ca well. Visitors to Cleveland were often 

astonished to learn that the two largest e orm congregations in America, and 

probably the largest conservative synagogue, were all in the city of Cleve

land, so magnetic was the preaching of these three titans of oratory. 

But besides giving us brilliant oratory the three rabbis of that glorious 

day also fired us with an intense love of Judaism and a passionate desire to 

do something for our people. These were days of crisis for the Jews of both 

Europe and what was then Palestine. We followed the lead of the three rabbis 

and threw ourselves into the Zionist cause with all the intensity and fervor at 

our command. 
In world Zionist counsels Silver achieved greater prominence than Gold

man or Brickner - indeed, the leadership of world Zionism eventually fell 

into his hands in the fateful months before the creation of the State of Israel. 

It was he who served ~ the spokesman for the Jewish peo~le in those emotion 

packed days prior to the United Nationa partition of Palestine. An Israeli 

attached to the Israel embassy in Washington once told me that had Silver 

moved to Israel following the creation of the state, the likelihood was that 

be might have been made Chaim Weizmann's successor as president of the 

republic. 
I had the privilege this summer of seeing Rabbi Silver frequently at the 

convention of the Zionist Organization of America held in Israel. Numerous 

honors were heaped upon him by admiring Zionist delegates. The leaders of 

the Israeli government, including Mr. Ben-Gurion with whose political views 

Dr. Silver did not always agree, paid him homage at great public gatherings. 

Heaped with fulness of years and honors, and apparently in good health, 

Rabbi Silver made his usual striking appearance wherever he went as ador

ing Israelis and American gave him their highly dese~ed respect. 
A. H. Friedland, Solomon Goldman, Barnett R. Bnckner - and now Abba 

Hillel Silver. All great men in their lifetime, they gave their fullest measure of 

love, strength, talent and wisdom to the cause of Judaism and the Jewish peo

ple. In these days of Hanukkah one cannot help but think of them as modem 

Maccabees, true successors to the liasmoneans of old, in their zeal for Torah 

cmd the fiery eloquence with which they championed the cause of Israel re

born. Will their kind ever appear again on the scene of Jewish history? 
Joaeph Klein 



Rabbi Doctor Abba Hillel Silver 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver was the greatest man in any profession 

whom I have had the privilege of knowing as a close personal friend. 

Not only did we enjoy and appreciate personally the privilege o.,f 

being fellow leaders of two major religious institutions in metro

politan Cleveland and more especially in the University Circle 

community, but we led our congregations into a rich fellowship in 

common spiritual heritage. This was typical of Rabbi Silver's 

irenic, inclusive spirit. He never compromised his integrity as 

a strong and faithful Jewish leader, but his heart was great enough 

to respect and appreciate the heritage of others. 

In public Rabbi Silver appeared as a majestic prophetic figure, 

and so he was in the classic tradition of our common Old Testament 

faith -- one who speaks fearlessly for God and clearly interprets 

his will to man. In private fellowship he appeared as a strong 

but warm and gentle companion who loved to join in the common quest 

for truth. Others better qualified than I will assess his great

ness as a spiritual and political leader, but I shall think of him 

always as my dear friend and comrade and hope that a portion of his 

mantle may rest upon my shoulders. 

s I stood praying in The Temple for a few moments before the 

altar and the casket of Rabbi Silver, I experienced a deep sense of 

personal communion with him; and I found myself saying, "Goodbye, 

dear and great friend. Be with God, the Father of all our spirits." 

He was a wondrous work of God and a mighty worker for God in our 

time for whom we give profound thanks. 

Gl~urdt of t~r CCa\Jrnant 
Gllnrlanb 
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COMMUNITY RELATIONS 

Rabbi Abba Silver, Crusader for Justice 
By REY L. GILLESPIE world affairs we are sur- community and honored a 

The death of Rabbi Abba rounded by fellow Americans such. 
Hillel Silver of The Temple who are filled with race prej- "He spoke with unparalleled 
removed from the ranks of udice and religious intoler- effectiveness for justice and 
our religious leaders a great ance. Let no one be deceived for human brotherhood. His 
crusader for justice at a time into believing that the social wisdom, his eloquence and his 
when the world is filled with behavior of our young people commanding dignity all had 
hatred and fear. is not being strongly influ- the quality of greatness. In 

n pu c a 1 i ver ap
peared as a majestic prophet
ic figure, and so he was in the 
classic tradition of our com
mon Old Testament faith
one who speaks fearlessly for 
God and clearly interprets His 
will to man. 

Some histori- enced by these persons. the pulpit he had both the 
• d · "IN PRIVATE feUowship he 

an no d O u b t THE CHURCH or syna- mien an wisdom of a biblical appeared as a strong but 
will describe the t prophet. We are all of us 
life and achieve- gogue, ~eyond all else, mus somewhat diminished by his warm and gentle companion 

t f R bb. il-1~,._ be considered a place of edu- death ,, who loved to join in the com-
m_en s O a 1 cation in the practice of hu- • mon quest for truth. Others 
~ 11 v er for he man relations. Our religious D R • K E N NETH W • better qualified than I will 
lived thr0ugh_ a leaders must set the pace in CLEMENT ~ad some "'.ar!Il assess his greatness as a 
~urbulent ~enod ? the public acceptance of the words 0~ praise fo~ Rabbi Sil- spiritual and political leader, 
m f.!te history ~ , ability of all people to work ver._ He is the_ president _of _the lbut I shall think of him al-
~f his p e op 1 e together and achieve their National ~edical Association, ways a my dear friend and 
m Europe and lEY L &ILLESPIE potentials as individuals. past president of the Cleve- d d h h 
became one of the great lead- land Baptist Association and comra e an ope t at a 
ers in the establishment of MY_ G_REAT RESPECT fedor a vice president of the Cleve- portion of his mantle may rest 
Israel as a homeland for Rabbi Silver has been ~bar land NAACP. upon my shoulders. 
th by many other men m the . " . . 

em. service of God. Here is a Dr. Clement said : "There As I stood praymg m The 
F~r l!la~y years I accepted statement by Rabbi Arthur J. are. few "!'ays tha_t men can Temple for a few moments 

an invitation from a fello~ Lelyveld of Fairmount Tern- ac~eve immortality. Extra- before the altar and the cof
member of the Churchman s ple, who served as co-chair- ~~~ry concern for man- fin of Rabbi Silver, I exper
League to atte~d the annual man of the membership drive kind is demonstrated by ienced a deep sense of per on
Brotherhood Dinner a~ The of the Cleveland Branch of countless acts of benevolence al communion with him, and 
Temple. On these ?Ccas1ons I the National Association for -d~fense of the weak, pro- I found myself saying, 'Good
had the opportumty to ~lk the Advancement of Colored tection of the poor or con- by dear and great friend Be 
b~iefly ab_ou~ race relations people: sum~ate and s~lf-sacrificing with God, the Father of all 
with Rabbi Silver and to meet "Tb . tate nt in the devotion to one s own co11D- our spirits., 
ome members of the congre- ere 15 a s me that try; or in meaningful pur uit1-----
ation and their guests. T: 1 mud tha: tell: us asses of great principles, justice "He was a wondrous work 

E STATEME
NT h d w en a grea ~a ~p kins and freedom, that lead to of God and a mighty , orker 

ON e ma e away everyone m . • world peace and understand- . 
to me impressed me strongly. man, for everyone is directly ing for God in our time for whom 
It was: "The history of op- bereaved in his passing. When .. • . we give profound thanks." 
pression is an old and ugly we say that everyone is ex- It is en?ugh that men 
one. Even the concomitants pendable we are simply stat- stand ap~rt m on~ of t~ese, 
of religion and its moral val- ing an untruth, for men of b~t ~abb1 Abba _Hillel Silver 
ues have failed to create a wisdom and dedication are will live foreve~ ~ the hearts 
ociety , of brotherhood. irreplacea~le. Sil h ~ ~:~~!:~s ::::Jo;~s1:cause 
The statement_ ~ad~ m~ "AbbaHHlllel tr w~sgsufigc "He was t h e foremost 

wonder how the mst!tution ~ a man. e was a owerm • among religious leaders of 
slavery wa_s e~er ~iven reli- ure. He was not only 8 wor~ the world to bring great ethi-
gious sanction m this country. leader who shored up the splr 1 d al . ti t 
For as a freedom-loving na- its of the Jewish people dur- : an 1 :;ior f convi~ 1 on ~ 
tion with a national creed of ing the years of the Nazi de- ~t' s~u 0t1 o sria ti an 
"In God We Trust" it would struction and was their trib- po .. 1

1c P~O ems O oalur mh~· 
d and • pokesman in their n crisis or norm cy, 1s 

seem to have_ been a amn- une le t, establish the Jew- was a life of total commit-
able way of life.h ~r:fate in Palestine but be ment to improving society 

Even today w en our n~- 15 • 'his wn through personal involvement. 
tion bas become a leader 10 was also a prophet m O "He will be missed, but 

never forgotten." 
HERE IS ANOTHER fine 

statement from the Rev. Dr. 
Harry B. Taylor, pastor of the 
Church of the Covenant. We 
have served together for 
many years on the board of 
world-famous Karamu House. 

Dr. Taylor said: "Rabbi 
Abba Hillel Silver wu the 
ll'Utest man in any prof es
lion whom I have bad the 
privilege of knowing u a 
clole personal friend. Not 
only did we enjoy and ap
preciate penonally the priv-
0-. ol betnl fellow leaden 
of two iDjal' reuatou inlti
tationl In metropolitan Clev~ 
land, and more especially In 
the University Circle commu
nity, but we led our congrega
tiolll iiito a rich fellowshlp in 
common apmtual heritage. 

"This WU typical of Rabbi 
Silvv'1 lniaic, inclu■ive spirit. 
He never compromiled bis in
tegrity u a tronc anc1 faith
ful Jewilb leader, but bis 
heart WU ll'Ut enoulh to re
lpec:t ud appnciata the 

2,000 Jewish Leaders Here Get 
Pleas to Help the Oppresse 

Two thousand American Jew- gram for xt year, Rabbi 
1sh leaders were told last night Friedman said that "we will 
that the basic objective of the MP. 
United Jewish Appeal was to another year of peak movement 
as ure the physical survival of of Jews over as to Israel and 
any Jew in the world "thr st- other havens." 
ened by ?Ppression or need." Avra.ham Harman, Israel's 

In s tttng forth what he de- Amb sador to the United 
scribed as the "heart and phi- States, said financial aid 
losophy" of the appeal's 25 was 
years of reliet and resettlement needed from American Jews to 
work, Rabbi Herbert A Frled- complete "the rehabilitation of 
man executive vice c~1rman many thoUMnds of newcomers 
listed these other basic aims· ' still unabsorbed among Israel's 

"To assure spiritual liberty i9~8_!;1illion Immigrants since 
and freedom for Jews who do 
not possess it, primarily through fe tlng lost of Cost 
migration. He said his nation was meet-

fl"To support the growth of Ing through the taxation of ~ 
free Jewish communities, par- ra~lis "two-third of the cost of 
t1cularly In Israel, and thereby this refugee rehabllttation pro
insure that Jews may continue gram." 
to remain free." A study i ued at the confer-

Rabbi Friedman spoke at the ence al o cited the need for 
dinner session as his organiza- American Jews to help I rael's 
tion continued Its 28th annual people speed up the processes of 
national conference at the New immigrant absorption. Miss 
York Hilton Hotel Ru ruber, wn~·t and sociolo-

Heavy ImmJ~n~o ed g · reJ>111ed the tudy, which 
w ase~ a inquiry she 

In noting the re ew hea ma last October. 
immigration of J s to Isr , J s ph Meyerhoff, the ap
~e said it had re ult d in a pea s general chairman. Mrs 
steep rise in the number of Isr l D. Fink, head of th~ worn

social cases- In aged, hand!- en's division and Alan Sagner 
capped, blind and chronically ill chalrman ot'the appeal's Young 
persons." He said ~hat this had Leadership Cabinet, were hon
imposed a heavy financial bur- ored for their services to the ap
den on the Jewish agency, peal. 
which carries out program of Mr. Sagner led 75 members of 
setUement and rehabllltatlon1lll!~aw..--t Univerlity amonc the immigrants. lcl:~~~jK; ernoon to 

He a1ao said that th pace pay e .. -.:.tiP'='C\a to the late 
Immigrant absorption "has Herbert H. Lehman. Kr Leb

ever kept up with the pace of man, a founder of the ;.,ppea1 
Ion Itself, and the gap and its honorary cbalrman at 

een the two has become the time of his death, had ad 
marked in ~ent year , with a dressed the Young Leadership 
conaeq~ent rise in human !luf- Cabinet a year ago yesterday. 
ering. Tribute w re made ln m 

In lress'!'g the importan e of ry of President K em 
mtcration tn the appeal's pro- bbl A au--"""--. ... 
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PRESS RELEASE 

GENERAL ZIONISTS IN 50. COUNrRIES TO HOLD SHLOSHIM MEMORIAL ~INGS 

FOR DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

HEAD OFFICE OF WORLD UNION OF GENERAL ZIONISTS CALLS FOR COMMEMORATING 

SILVER'S MEMORY THROUGH NAMING OF STREm'S AND PUBLIC INSTITtJrIONS IN ISRAEL 

New York (Special): -- General Zionist organizations in over 50 countries affili~ 

ated with the World Union of General Zionists will hold menx:>rial meetings at the 

end of this month marking the end of the Shloshim, the traditional 30 day period 

of mourning, for the late Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, according to reports made public 

at a special meeting of the Head Office of the World Union of General Zionists. 

The Head Office is comprised of all American members of the World Union Executive. 

The meeting, which was presided over by Dr. Emanuel Neumann, President of 

the World Union of General Zionists, unanimously adopted a resolution calling 

upon the Government of Israel, on the Jewish Agency Executive and on the munici

palities in Israel to coDJDemorate the memory of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, as the 

political architect of the State of Israel, by naming streets and public institu

tions in his memory which would serve "as everlasting living testimonials to his 

monumental achievements in bringing into fruition the 2,000-year old strivings 

of the Jewish people." 

Another resolution unanimously adopted called upon General Zionist organi

zations throughout the world to cormnemorate the memory of Dr. Silver through the 

- more -
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establishment of new projects in Kf'ar Silver, the only institution in Israel 

bearing the name of Dr. Silver, established and financed by the 'ZJJA. 

Kfar Silver, Agricultural Training Institute, near Ashkelon, now numbers 

260 students . Recognized as one of the foremost agricultural training ins ti tu -

tions in Israel, Kfar Silver is the only American chartered school in that 

country having been granted a charter from the Board of Regents of the Univer

sity of the State of New York in 1957. 

During the €,6th annual Convention of the ZOA held in Israel last July, 

the late Dr. Abba Hillel Silver addressed over 1,000 ZOA delegates at a session 

of the Convention held there. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver was one of the founders and leaders of the World 

Confederation of General Zionists in 1946 which, last su111Der at its world 

conference in Israel, evolved into the World Union of General Zionists. 




