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A Great Leader Passes 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver is dead. 

And with his untimely passing, the world 
loses one of its most distinguished and force­
ful spiritual leaders. . 

Rabbi Silver was Cleveland's own, and 
Cleveland is the better for his years of 
inspiration and challenge. He was also of 
America, and of the world1 and all peoples 
are the better for his unswerving champion­
ship of the causes of good. 

Honors flowed to lJr. Silver as a great 
teacher, a great leader, a great statesman. 
He was revered especially as one of the 
founders of the state of Israel. In testimony 
to him, it was said that there would be no 
Israel today had it not been for the crucial 
service he gave in the trying times before its 
birth. 

But his Interests and his inOuence 
spread far beyond the particular concerns 
of bis own faith. He was dedicated to the 
liberal creed by which he lived. He preached 

and he fought for the things in which he 
believed. He was unafraid in advocacy of 
the principles of morality which he felt must 
govern all people. 

The citation which accompanied the pre• 
sentation to Dr. Silver of the Charles Eisen­
man Aw.ard of the Jewish Community Fed­
eration said of him: 

"Spiritual leader, eloquent spokesman 
for centuries-old aspirations of the Jewish 
people, profound student of Jewish lore, 
religion and history; author, advocate of 
progressive social movements without re­
strictive regard of race, creed or national­
ity." 

This was Abba Hillel Silver, the man 
who gave the world guidance as he passed 
through. the man who gave of his wisdom 
and his heart to make this world a better 
place for all humankind. 

Cleveland had the great fortune to 
possess him and to know him well. Cleve­
land leads the world in mourning bis loss. 



Rabbi Silver_Dies; 
Led Fight 
for Israel 

~t 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

Dead at 70 
Plain De,ller Photo iRlchard J l,lb~h• 



·stricken as He 
and· Family Sit 
Down for Dinner 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, a towering spirit and force in 
world Jewry and a leader in the Zionist movement for al­
most half a century, died suddenly yesterday. 

Rabbi Silver, who was 70, apparently suffered a heart 
attack just as he and his family were sitting down to 
Thanksgiving dinner in his home at 19810 Shaker Boulevard, 
Shaker Heights. 

He was rushed to Lakeside Hospital of University Hos­
pitals, where the end came at 3:40 p.m. He had had no 
previous history of heart trouble. ,---------~--

RABB I SILVER . was taken 
to the hospital in the family Leaders mourn death of 
car after complaining of a Rabbi Silver. Page 11 
shortness of breath and a 
tightenin~ in ~s cheSt A~- T e m p 1 e Memorial funeral 
companymg him were his . . 
wife, Virginia H., and his two ~ome, 8937 Euclid Avenue, is 
sons, Rabbi Daniel J. and m charge of arrangements. 
Raphael D. The family suggests me-

. ,, . morial contributions be made: 
"He was conscious, said to the Abba Hillel Silver Edu­

Raphael Silver, "and he even cational and Ch a r it ab 1 e 
chatted with us. This was Foundation. The family also 
totall~ unexpected. He ~fd requests that friends refrain 
been m the best of health. from telephoning or visiting 

Ironically, Rabbi Silver was the home until after the fu­
to have delivered a eulogy neral. 
Sunday for the late President RABBI SILVER'S honors 
John F. Ke!llledy. It was to and accomplishments were 
have been given at The Tern- endless, but he was perhaps 
ple, E. 105th Street and Ansel best known as one of the 
Road N.E., where he had principal architects and shap­
been spiritual leader for more ers of the modern state of 
than 45 years. Israel. In appearance, he had 

FUNERAL SERVICES for the manner and bearing of 
Rabbi Silver will be held Sun- an Old Testament prophet, 
day at 11 a.m. in The Temple an? his enormous . rolling 
-a place of worship that is voice was overpowenng. 
considered one of the esthetic Rabbi Silver was born in 
masterpieces of 20th century Neinstadt, Schirwindt, Lithu­
architecture. it was built ania, on Jan. 28, 1893. He was 
under his guidance, and its the son of Rabbi Moses Sil- i 

congregation is one of the ver, who represented the 
most influential in America. family's third consecutive: 

Burial will be in Mayfield generation of ordained rabbis. I 
Cemetery. The C 1 eve 1 and In June 1902, the Silveri 

family came to this country 
and settled in New York, 
where Moses Silver became 
a teacher in a Hebrew school. 
In 1904, when he was 11, 
Abba Silver and a group of i 

I friends established the Herzl· 
Zion Club, a group that es­
poused the Zionist beliefs of 
Dr. Theodore Herzl. 

Tms w As AMERICA'S 
first Hebrew-speaking Zionist 
organization. 

In 1911, Abba Silver was I graduated fro m Townsend 



Rabbi Silver, Pillar of Jewry 
and a Founder of Israel, Dies 

* 
From First Page THE ZI01 1ST MOVEMENT, in ~he 1944. plat orms ol"ooth IN 1953, he was one of 

h. h h th t bli h maJor parties . th li • 1 d h w 1c soug t e es a s - L t . 1944 the American ree re gious ea ers c OseJl 
Harris 1-Hgh School. H then ment of independent Israel, . 3

. ~ m E r' enc Council to deliver prayers at the fl1'lt 
entere_d H~b~ew ~nion Col- had one of its most eloquent ~o~is s lit mi~t~ t~o cam s inauguration of former Presl­
lege m Cmcmnab. At t h e spokesman and persistent ac- ~I d ~h " .1 f • t ~' dent Dwight D. Eisenhower. 
sa~e t~me he _att~nde~ the tivists in Rabbi Si Iver. In c~d e the e"Wi~eve~o~~:;~!ss" In the 1960 presidential cam­
Umvers1ty of Cmcmnab. He 1920, he addres ed the inter- a bb" s ·i . d paign, the Republican vice 
was graduat~d from .both in national Zionist conference in ~~d i:~ul 

1 

1;~er h/~~~n~e~ presidential nominee, Henry 
1915, completmg the nme-year London sharing the platform 11 d t Yh , . ' h' f thi Cabot Lodge was Rabbi Sil-

bb. · I · · t ' ca e o c a1rmans ip o s ' ra mica program m JUs with such notables as Lord d . 1945 46 h h d ver's house guest on a Cleve-
four years · B lf th f th 1917 group, an m ' - e ea - l d • ·t · • I a our, au or O e ' d the Zionist Organization of an visi • 

From 1915 to 1917, Rabbi, Balf?ur ~eclaration for an !s- e merica. On .Jan. 20, 1963, more th~n 
ilver was spiritual leader oflraeh nation, and Dr. Chaim 2.000 persons gathered m 

the Eoff treet Temple (Con-j Weizmann, first president of IN DECEMBER, 945, Con- Hotel Sheraton- Cleveland to 
gregation L'Shem hamay-1 Israel. Later, he was identi- gress finally passed a resolu- honor Rabbi Silver on his 
im ) in Wheeling, w. Va . in fied with an American Zionist tion favoring a " Jewish na- 70th birthday. "It's good to 
1917 hf' ~erved. with mer.ican ,movem~nt led by Louis D. tion~l home" and a ,,"~emo-

1

grow
11

old among the people I 
troops in France and won the 1 Brandeis the late Supreme crattc commonwealth m Pa- love , he told them. 
French decoration. Officer de l Court justice. • lestine. Rabbi Silver wrote a num-
1' In truction Publique. l Fro_m _1924 throug_h 1932, In 1946, at the 22d worldlhE:r of books. T~ey_ were: "A 

In Hll7 R bb' .
1 

, 
1 
Rabbi Ilver was president of Zionist con ares s in Basel, History of Mess1aruc Specula-

appoint d ra~b- 1 f ~~er Twa~•the Cleveland Bureau of Jew- Switzerland Rabbi Silver led tion in Israel From the First 
ple (Ceongr g \.0 {·f e~h lish Education, and from 1935 an activist faction against a Through the Seventeenth Cen-

Isra 1) d
ebagion th 1 e

1
red through 1941 he headed the group of moderates headed by turies" (1927), "The Demo-

e an e an c ea - Cl l d J • J.. W lf • t· I 1 • J • h Hi er h' ' f th· g g f eve an e w is P e are Weizmann. The congress up- era ic mpu se m eWis s-
th!/P O t is_ c:~ re i3 i~n l Federation. held Rabbi Silver's position, tory,. (1928), "The World 
his d w~~ ;::mma e D on_ ~ J YI With the advent of the 1930s, and this has been commonly Crisis and Jewish Survival" 
has bean ~sis .s~n, :;1e. ·· !Rabbi Silver devoted much of given as the reason for Great (1941), "Vision and Victory" 

1956
_ ee socia era 1 Smce lhis energy to the formation of ~ritain' decision to ~ring the (1949) , "Where ?uda~sm Dif-

1ssue before the United a- fered : An lnqmry mto the 
IN THE 1920's, Rabbi Sil- I 'F h H"II 

111 
tions in 1947. The British were jDistinctiveness ·of Judaism" 

ver's stature as a spiritual at er 1 • e at that time the administra- (1956), and " Moses and the 
and moral figure in American The late Rabbi Abba tors of _Pa~e tine. I Original Torah" (1961). 
Jife began to grow. His liber- Hillel Silver's, given names Rabbi Silver presented the , Besides his wife {the for­
al views gave him national mean " Father Hillel." He Zionists ,case before the UN , mer Vi r g in i a Horkheimer, 
prominence, and his unrelent- was named after a revered! in 1947 and 1948 and on May whom he married in 1923) 
ing Zionism made him an in- 1 teache who lived at about 14, 1948, the state of Israel and the two sons, Rabbi Sil­
fluence in world affairs. j the time of the birth of was officially proclaimed. ver is survived by a brother, 

Jn 1925 Rabbi Silver re- 1 Christ and spoke Judaism's IN THE LAST YEARS of ~axwell, of New York; two 
ceived th~ degree of doctor I version of the Golden Rule. hi 1'f R bb' 8.1 . d sisters, Mrs. Rose Matlow 
of divinity from Hebrew Un- ' It reads : "That which is s I e, a 1 1 ver receive and Mrs. Bessie Liebow, both 
ion College. Th1·s was 1·ust a i hateful to you , do not do hundr~ds_ of honorS,_ awards of New York and six grand-

and citations. He rec1ved hon- h'ld ' 
year after the present Temple i ~nto your fellow man. That orary degrees from Western c l ren. ____ _ 
was dedicated. Built at a Is the whole of the law. All Reserve University (1928), 
cost of $1.3 million, it ?as be- else is commentary." iHebrew Union College {1941), 
come one of Cleveland s best- ========== the University of Tamp a 
known landmarks . anti- azi groups . He organ- (1951 ), and Dropsie College, a 

Rabbi Silver' liberal views ized a boycott of G er m an Jewi h institution in Phila­
in the 1920s involved him in a goods at a time when some delphia (1957). 
number of controversies in Jewish leaders feared such a His awards include the Na-
Cleveland. Perhaps the ·most move was extreme. tional Service Award of Phi 
noted was his resignation . . Epsilon Pi (1948), the B'rith 
from the Cleveland Chamber . 1 .19421 ~ab~i Silver took Shalom Award (1948), the 
of Commerce over what he part m ~ hiStonc co~ference Cardozo Memoria] Award of 
called its "anti-union,, poll- of Am~ncan J~wry 10 New Tau Epsilon Rho (1949), the 
cies. Later, as a member of York_ C_ity. At this conference, Award of Merit of the Jewish 
a special state commission, a defm~t~ program was adopt- War Veterans (1951), the 
he helped draft Ohio' f' t ed, defmmg !0r once and ~or award of Merit of Zeta Beta 

. s irs all the establishment of an m- T (l9 3 . 
unemployment m urance law. dependent 1 1 th . au 5 ) , the Charles E1-

. . . . sra~ ~s e prm- senman Award of the Jewish 
HI break with the Chamber c1pal aim of Z1omsm. Community Federation (1957'· 

of Commerce came because In 1943 Rabbi Silver and and the Hu R 1 t· '' f h h 11 d · . . ' man e a ions o w at e ca e 1t~ e pou_sal Rabbi Stephen S. Wise formed Award of the National Con-
of the ope~ shop. His co~s1st- the American Zionist Erner- ference of Christians and 
ency on this matter was illus- gency Council, which brought Jews (1958). 
trated more than 30 year the Israel statehood question 
later. when he vehemently op- before the U. S. Congress. Al­
~se~ the "right-to-work'' con- though resolutions favoring 
shtubonal amendment defeat- Israel statehood failed to pass 
ed b Ohio voter in 1958. Con ess, they were included 



Leaders Mourn 
Passing of Rabbi Silv 

I. E. FREIBERGER b ard 
chairman of the For t Cit 
P u h I i . h i n o. and re­
tir d chairman of the board 
of tl1c 1 \ eland Tru • o.­
.. I always had a tr m ndou 

-::-::---rr---=-------------
'Le ad er s in government, re- RT. REV. EL 01 , I. RABBI PH IL I p HORO- admiration for Rabbi , ll er. 

ligioua and business life. in B .RROUGH~, bishop of _the \~ITZ, spiritual leader of the H was a man of interna­
Cleveland and the nation Episcopal Diocese of h10- B rith Emeth Congregation- tional stat ur, . parti ipating 
mourn~ the. death of Rabbi •:in Dr. ilver's dea_th the na- "Rabbi i1 er was the tru1y in c1ll undNtakmg for the 
Abba Hillel Silver, yesterday. bon ha lo t a giant of a great leader of this genera- I g od of th u , and for th 

Below are some of their spirit. He tood nobly in the tion, , ho took the mantle of ood of hnmamtY. H ,,a a 
comments: prophetic tradition of his tephen \ i e and carried it great lender xt nding b -

AVRAHAM HAR~lA 
1 

race. He could b counted "n proud} . He ras trul th I 'Ond th <]U C. tion of r ligion 1 
. ' _s- in ev~ry cri i to peak to the ranking c1ergyman of th am \ er) . add nded b • thi 

raeli ambassador to the mt- conscience of the nation and world." ( tephcn \ i e wa shocking lo · .' ' 
ed States - "The death of his words conve ed truth in the found r of the merican , . , 
Rabbi Silver is a grievous the ultimate sen . Ile in- J ·wi ll uugre , an ear1y . • • ~• r•,~ H. ~LB ER T, 
blow. Only a few months ago spired nobility of character in fore in world Zioni m and chhief J~stice emeritus, Cuya-
h d M 

8
.
1 

. others by hi exampl . He .J wi h affair ) 1 oga C ty Common Pleas 
e an rs .. l ver ~ere m was the patriarch of our re- court- "Rabbi i1 er wa 

Israel where his 70th birthday ligious community and a be- RE\. B. BRU E l HITTE- on of the great men of this 
was celebrated by the whole loved companion. He walked IORE, execuh e director, world. I_ have had ~he privi­
country. beside us and yet he was al- Clev_elan~. Area_ Church Fed-1Ieg of li tentng to him many, 

"For many ciecades he was wavs ahead of us." era hon- Rabbi ilver ha l ~any time and I have seen 
the outstanding spokesman of THOMAS VAIL bli h b en greatly admired by the him many, many times and 
~e ideal _of the Jewish ren- and editor of The Flak De:l:~ Protestant clergy and mu<:h I have • e. ~ him in many 
81Ssance m Israel. He wa _, It was my good f t t ~espected for _his leadership stre condition • He was al-
the spokesman of this ideal exchange thoughts w~~ ~:bb~ m.the comm~mty. He ~as ad- wa a ma ter of thought a~d 
before the United Nations in Silver on num . mired for his great mtellec- eloquence. He always said 
1947 We in Israel count him Rabbi· s·t erous occasfiotnhs. tual abilit a an author and omething xtreme1y useful to 

• 1 ver was one o e ~ h ·t • 
as one of the architects of great lib 1 t· f h" a peaker, and for the leader- umam y. m nca has lo t 
oill' freedom. His death is an ti H. era_ d igurdeshi O 15 ship he provided for th Zion- one of it greatest citizens." 

in al ul b
, 

1 
hi me. is mm an s pres- •st t • . 

c c a :.1e os~ w ·ch ev,~ry- ence were guiding forces in I mo~emen m menca DR. JOHi .. 11 LL I , 
one in Israel will mourn. the establishment of the state l ngueSbonably he was one of pre ident \ estern Reserve 

ARCHBISHOP EDWARD F'. of Israel. ~e g_rea~, preachers of niv r ity - "Rabbi .. ilv r 
HOBAN of the Cleveland Ro- "His deep and far reaching merica. wa one of the great spiritual 
man Catholic Diocese-"In thought were important not U.S. • E • FRANK J. ~ead r of Ieve1and, o~ mer­
my own name and on behalf only to the Jewish world in L~ CHE, D-Ohlo_-:- "Rabbi ica and o~ he world . HJs d_e~p 
of th r C th li . which he was a major figure Silver was a spmtual and cholarsh1p and great p1r1t­
of c{ e~ ir~ i3 ° c diocese but were equally important t~ civic leader oI tremendous ual 1 ad r. hip r\'ed as a 

d 
e~e an , _exfpress deep thinking men everywhere He influence. I know of no one example to men of all faiths " 

an smcere grie over the • h h d g t • t death of Rabbi Abba Hill 
1 

was a great humanitarian and w o a. a rea er unpac . ~n REV. JOHN BRUERE pa _ 
Silver God' 

1 
h e lent worldwide distinction to the ethical, cultural and civic tor of Calvary Presbytet ian 

• s aw as ever h • f Cl 1 life of both the local and • • been a lantern to his feet and t e city o . eve and where . . na- Church-"~abbi Silver spoke 
a light t hi th H lk he made his home and to honal com1!1umty. I am sad- to the social problems of his 
in H's O sHp_a 

1
• efwaGed which he contributed so dened by his death. Through- day as did the Old Testament 

1 way. is ove or od h C 1 d out my whole privat nd was reflected in word and ex- muc . leve and an the . . . . e a_ prophets to theirs. He applied 
1 th t • world will miss him." public life he inspired and m- th eternal principles of re-

amp e hso a m every good A T H O y J CELE fluenced me e troardinarily." ligion to the ever-changing 
sense e was a true teacher • • 
of Israel who drew others to BREZZE, U. . cretary of RALPH • LO HER, ma or modern cene. He had the 
God. Health, Education and \ el- of Cleveland-"Rabbi bba gift of the winged word U t 

"W nfd fare - "Rabbi ilver devoted Hillel ilver was a great world reached men's mind a d 
heave~i8re co 1 e~t that. the his life to the cause of justice. 1 ader in areas that were spir- hear • He , as courageou • 
antly ~ fatberdw:its fexpec~- He fought bias and prejudice itual and civic in nature. He indefatigable ble sed with a 

rewar Im. or ~18 at every turn, con istentl fought for the causes which rare en e of humor, and nev-
~s~ ff ~s ~~ mt~s championing the cause of all have benefited humanity· he er at a loss to give an hone t 
ch ·t P gth eboa ers ip; his men to be free from povert was the great leader of Zion- answer to a question." 

an Y was e nd 0~ broth- and deprivation. I ha e lost ism. His lo s will be felt • • 
erhood, the foundation of a devoted rr· nd Cl I d throughout the world b men CURTIS LEE SMITH, pres1-
peace, th~ mainstay in secur- noted citiz : . the e~~:l~ : of good ill.,, d nt of the le eland .~ham: 
1ty of umty which will abide great 

5 
irit 1 1 d , ber of Commerce - Rabbi 

with us always, eternal with P ua ea er. CY~US S: ~AT?, , Cleve- Sil er wa a great piritual 
God in the kingdom of heav- .S. REP. WILL I A ru . land mdustriali t- I am pro- leader in hi O\! n cit and a1 o 
en." MI s ff ALL JR., R- 3 _ found_ly . addened to lose a re pected prophet through-

"Rabbi Silver was one of the Rabbi ~Iver. H~ and I h~ve out the fr e world. He carried 
U.S. REP. CHARLES A. 

V ANIK, D-21-"Rabbi Silver 
has been a dedicated leader in 
the religious and civic com­
munity, a leader who has 
made an invaluable contribu­
tion to Cleveland and the na­
tion. His lo s will be grieved 
by men of all faiths." 

• rid' out tanding piritual been friends smce he first a double burden , ith hi kill­
leaders and his Joss is not came to Cleveland 46 year fu]] interpretation of I rael ' 
o n 1 y Cleveland s but the a o. He has been a great problem and need • in addi­
world's. 11 citizen of the orld. He en- tion to hi hea chedule m 

U.S. REP. FRA CES P. 
BOLTO , R-22-"I don t know 
bow to express my very deep 
regret and shock. For Rabbi 
Silver's family I offer my ut­
most ympathy." • 

couraged tolerance and fore- le eland. His oice was one 
bearance amon people of of the greatest of our time 
different language , races and will be sorel mis ed in 
and faiths and has been a coun el around the world a 
friend to the whole family of well a in Greater Cle eland." 
mankind." 





Rabbi Silver chats with Soviet Delegate An­

drei Gromyko at a United Nations meeting 

in 1948-the year of the birth of the atate of 

Israel Rabbi Silver was one of the chief 

American proponents of the new nation. 
AP l'boto 

Rabbi Silver 
Dies; Pillar of 
World Jewry 



abbi Si ve 

For 45 years, on near1v 1,000 many entil s. ' their om- HE ONCE DEFI ED the 
·undays, Rabbi Abba Hillel ing. th ) ·aid omething en- liberals creed as follows: 
ilver spoke his mind in ser- during about the peak r. "We believe in man, in his 

mon delivered at The Temple. He roam d th desert an<l slow ascendant ·progress·, in 
th sea • h ne 1 ducke an 

There would be no an- issue or bandied words. the autonomy of his spirit and 
nouncement.. - u _d den 1 Y' . a Why was he a z1·onist? ". . . in the P r i m a c Y of his 

b hit h d n claims ... ' 
'Om er, w e- aire man 1 imply just simply, because 
formal dress would wal~ slo~t- I am a Jew" l9Z0). Why was He opposed th 
ly to the rostrum, seize 1 , he oppo d to religion in the right-to-work law b caus 
not look at anyone and, ~s public chools? "There are the principle behind th m 
silenc: became heavy, begm other ag:nci~~ which can, would weaken a " tron labor 
to talk. ________ which ought to assume this movement (which) n_ot onl 

AT FIRST it wa, whispered: responsibility. Millions of dol- pro_tec!s workers agamst 
''As I look al out m and ee lars have been spent by ~lmtati~n but, at. th~ am 

h t • h t churches upon their abbath time, will sav_e capitalism and 
, w a 15 appemng O our . free enterprise from those 
I proud and loft , civilization schools. Why h~ve these Sa~- b h" h 1t· t Jr 

bath schools failed to do their ery a uses w ic u ima e 
1 ••• " Then, in a ere cendo: dut r? And if the, have f "led destroy it" (1958). 
"I w_onder wh ther the terror why should the ublic schooi The rabbi opposed McCar-
3:nd Judgment of God hav n~! no b addled ·th their thyism because it swun wild-

I fmall~ come upon (us) .• • : failu ? , 1924). ly, without regard for individ-
1 nd fma~ly the peroraho~, m ual rights. "We mu t ask 
1 an anguished, shattering . C THOLIC Preside in ourselves what it is that we 
voice: "Th~ idols w~ich ve the White House? "It occurs ant to suppress, and hy e 
h~ve worshiped, the idols of to me· that the simplest an- want to suppres it, and 
1s1lver and gold, of power and wer ... might well be: whether the suppres ion will 
greed, of pride and pre tige, 'Wh not?' ' (1959). ultimately ser e the best in-

! of weapons and armaments. Red scare? ' I refus to b terests of our free and demo­
a1 e finally driving us, cower- stampeded . . . If ( capital- cratic America" 1950). 
ing, into the holes of the earth, ism) cannot or doe not wi h The common weal and man­
like primiti e man into his to solve ( its) problems, it kind's betterment were t o of 
cave. ' will be sup reed d by ocial- his chief concern . 

Rabbi Silver delivered that ism. There is no particular 
sermon two autumns ago, at calamity involved in that" 
the time of the build-a-shelter (1931). 
boom. The ermon is one of Always at the ore of Rabbi 
dozens collected in "In the Silver's beli fs was the idea 

Time of Harve t " a book that "we do the important 
dedicated to Rabbi ilv r on things in life not becau e w 
the occasion of his 70th birth- ought to do them . . . but b -
day la t Jan u a r ,. H de- ~ause we h~ve to ~o them. 1t 
livered 980 unday ermon . is not our fme logic that de-

termines our major attitudes. 
THE SETTI G for the ser- It is our background, om 

mons was perfect. Above him em o ions and our senti­
was the high Byzantine dome ments." 
of The Temple. In front of 
him were the austere walls, 
copiou ly embellished - and 
his listener , often ·ncluding 



Ol', 2?, ]?61 

·Rabbi Silver, 
Jewish Leader 
. CLEVEL \ D, ·ov. 28 ( P) - Rabbi Abba Hillel 

Silver, a leader in \'rOrld Jewry for almost half a cen­
tury, died today of an apparent heart attack. He \\,as 70. 

The rabbi was stricken at L' 'hem Shama),in Congrega­
his suburban Shaker Heights lion in \\ he ling, \V. \ a., ltom 
home. He was taken to Lake- 1915 to 1917._ In 1917 he took 
side Hospital l . h ct · d O\'Cr the ~Plrltual I adcr. hip 

, w 1c1c c ic · of the T mple on Cleveland's 
lie had waged an untiring ca. t side, and guided it to 1t. 

battle for lhc e tabli hmcnt pre ent po ·ition of lhc a­
of the stale of Israel in the lion's largest Hbcral Jc"" i h 
1940s and won an intcrna- congregation. 

Within a comparaliv ly short 
lional reputation for his life- time, Rabbi ilver's liberal 
long leadership in the world creed and intellect made him 
Zionist movement. nationally known. He <levotc-d 

He wa a dynamic pcaker, his lime to the Cummunitv 
a scholar, author and spmtual Fund, \s oeiated C'haritic ·, 
leader of The Temple, one of Con.-um rs League and thl' 
the ation's largest lib ral LE:w•ue for Human Hwht~. 
Jewish congregation. He frequently wa • <"alkc1 

Last January he wa hon- upon to arbitrate i1;du trial 
orcd at a testimonial dinner disputes and is credited with 
here by state and national being the Iathc1· of unC"mploy­
welfare officials, including An- ment insurance in Ohio. He 
thony J. Celebrezze, Secretary was so W<'ll regarded as a tu­
of Health, Education and Wei- dent of unemployment prob­
f arc, one time Cleveland I l<'•.ns that !'re ic.lcr:l Uoo, er in 
mayor. The ]ate President 1931 appomted !um to mcm• 
John F. Kennedy, former her. hip on the ncmploymcnt 
President Dwight D. Ei en- Rellcf Commi<;. ion. 
howcr and Prime '.[inistcr Dr. ilvcr was made chair­
David Ben-Gurion of 1 rael man of the United Pale tine 
were among scores of world .\ppcal in 1938-1943, which 
leaders who sent messages rai. ed $20 million for the rc­
thcn. habilitalion of the Holy Land. 

Rabbi Silver wa. born at In the ·ame years he was co• 
Xein tadt- chirwinclt. Lithu- chairman of the nited J w­
ania, the son, urancl ,on, great- i:,h Appeal. 
grandson and great-great- But it was in the cause of 
grandson of rabbi. . His father, Zionism that Dr. 'ilver i b . t 
1o es, brought him to Xew remembered. llc repre entcd 

York's ea t side in 1901 and a militant point or view, a de­
he attended public school Jarturc from the compromi '? 

there. in negotiation , ith govern-
Dr. Sil er was graduated ment leaders for establish­

from the niversity of Cincin• mcnt of Jcw1 h rights in Pal· 
nati in 1915, the amc year e ·tine. 
al o received hi doctor of di- 1 he rabbi wa marri d in 
vinity degree from Hebrew 1924 to Virginia Horkhcimcr 
Union Coll r in the ame of Wheeling, W. a. He he­
city, comp!, • ~ a nine-year came the father of two son , 
cour e in four years. Daniel J. and Raphael D. 

His fir t ministry was at the 



par rom lODlS ac lVl-
People Listened ties, he was an early champion 

When Rabbi Silver climbed of the rights of organized labor, 
Into the pulpit to speak about and W:3-8 o~e of the first advo­

. . ca.tes m this country of unem­
Jewish needs and the Z1omst ployment insurance. He framed 
cause, he was a dominant and the first unemployment insur­
ma.gnetic figure. His deep, ance legislation in Ohio, and 
booming voice filled large syna- served as a member of the 
gogues and small tempLes and board of directors of the Ameri­
when he stood erect he• was can Civil Liberties Union. 
more than 6 feet tali and his He helped found in Cleveland 
gray hair, flecked with black, the first Community Fund in 
glistened in the candlelight as the country and me~iated many 
he shook his head for emphasis. labor-~an~gement. d1sp':1tes. 

He had a reputation as a Rabbi Silver denved 1~~se 
billiant orator and a keen ad- pleasure from compan1onsh1p, 
ministrator and negotiator, but enjoyed good ~ood, and lau~hed 
his main attribute many said long and heartily at a good Joke. 
was the fact that when he spo~ He was an omnivorous reader 
people listened. who managed to ~rowd. reading­

His ardent adherence to Zion- into his journeys in behalf of 
tsm dated to early childhood. Jewish needs. 

RABBI SILVER DIES 
As a teen-ager, he b~came a Among his many friends in 

• member of the Herzl Zion Club . . . 
1 in New York's Lower East Side, high pubhc office w!re the late 

one of the earliest boys' groups Senator Robert A. Taft and 

A LEADING ZIONIST in the American Zionist mov,e- P~esident Eisenhower. Rabbi 
ment. The club was named after Sllver was a member of the 
Dr. Theod!:>r Herzl, the founder Republican Party, and delivered 
of political Zionism who devoted a special prayer at the inaugu-

Advocate of a Jewish State his life to the establishment of ration of President Eisenhower. 

H d d R f T I 
a Jewish Commonwealth in Pal- Colleagues gave him the name 

ea e 8 orm emp 9 estine. of "Jewish Atlas" because of 
It was in these early surround- his untiring efforts in behalf of 

ings, marked by the presenta- Zionism and because he bore 
n, The Assoctated Pren tion of plays in Hebrew and ani- w)?.at they described as "his peo-

CLEVELAND Nov. 28- mated debates on the role of ple's woes on his shoulders." 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver a Zionism, that he first began ex- Headed Reform Organization 
leader · J · h ff · • f hibiting his oratorical gifts. As He also was recognized as a 

m ewis a air_s or a. yourig man, he began attend- spiritual leader - as rabbi of 
almost half a century, died of ing Zionist meetings and came IThe Temple in Cleveland, one of 
a heart attack today. He was into contact with many Zionist the largest Reform congrega-
70 years old. leaders. 1tions in the country, a post he 

Rabbi Silver had waged an Dr. _Silver was a ~ontroversial he d for n;ore than 40 y~a~s­
untirino- battle for the estab- and highly feared figure in the an~ _for his scholarly rellg1ous 

. 
0 field of political Zionism, differ- wntmgs. 

hshment of the state of Israel ing sharply '\"\'1th Zionist leaders . Rab~i Silver, _who ~as born 
for many years and won an on ideology and methods in re- in Nemstadt, L1thuama, came 
international reputation for his lationsbip to the goal of Jewish ~ this country with his family 
lifelong leadership in the world statehood. m 1902. He attended the He-
z· n · t e t Oh . . 1 brew Union College and the 10 is mov men • ampion of Zionism University of Cincinnati simul-

Last January he was honored Time and again-with an al- taneously. He graduated from 
at a dinner here by state and most around-the-clock unswerv- both institutions in 1915, and 
national welfare officials, in- ing perse-verance - he cham- was ordained a rabbi that year. 
eluding Anthony :r Celebrezze pioned the cause of Zionism. He His first pulpit was the Eff 
secretary of Health Educatio~ liS,She<!, ou~ at the ~ritish~dmin- Street Temple, Wheeling, w. Va. 

! istrat1on m Palestine for its pol- In 1917 he was called to Cleve-
and Welfare. Pre~ident ~en- icies concerning the Jews. He land as rabbi of The Temple. 
nedy. former President Eisen• played one of the major roles in In World War I, the United 
bower and Premier David Ben- getting resolutions favoring the States sent him to France on a 
Gurion of Israel were among new state of Israel through both special mission f?r which . he 
many world leaders who sent houses of Congress. was decorated with the title 

His efforts in behalf of the Officer de !'Instruction Publique 
Zionist cause reached a climax by the French Government. messages. 

The bespectacled rabbi had 
dark, piercing eyes, a lively 
sense of humor and an almost 
incredible grasp of facts. 

His sermons were prepa_red 
with painstaking care and re­
search and his New Year's ser­
mon on the state of the nation 
and the world were almost civic 
institutions. 

on May 8, 1947, when, as chair- The publication of his I book, 
man of the American section of 'Messianic Speculations in Is­
the Jewish Agency for Palestine rael," in 1927 earned for. him 
he presented the case before a high recognition as a theologi­
committee of inquiry of the cal scholar. This book was fol­
United Nations for the estab- lowed by "Democratic Impulse 
lishment of Israel as a nation. in Jewish History," "Religion in 
And when, in the late afternoon a Changing World," "World 
of Nov. 29, 1947, the partition Crisis and Jewish Survival" and 
plan was voted by the United "Vision and Victory." He· was 
Nations, he broke down and also the recipient of several 
cried in the United Nations honorary degrees in recognition 

Rabbi Silver was born in waiting room and uttered a He- of his scholarship. 
Lithuania, the son • of a rabbi. brew prayer of gratitude. Rabbi Silver received many 

He came to this country at Over the years, he had served honors during his long career, 
the age of 8 and gre as J?res~dent of the ~ionist ~r- the most re?ent being the Louis 

, , w ~p on ganizat1on of America, chair- D. Brandeis Award of the 
New Yoik s Lower East Side. man of the American Zionist American Zionist Council. 

Surviving are his widow, Emergency Council, and headed He w::1.s a leading figure in 
Virginia, and two sons Daniel other Zionist groups. He played the work of the Central Confer-
a rabbi and Raphael ' ' a dominant role in the fund- ence of American Rabbis the 

A f~meral servi~ .11 b rais~ng activities Of the United Union of. American H~brew 
e WI e Jewish Appeal, and served as Congregations and Hebrew Un-

held at The Temple, the Reform cha.i~an of the board of the ion College-the main centers 
congregation he led for 45 Israel Bond Organization. of American Reform Judaism. 
years, at 11 A. M. Sunday, 

Burial will be in Mayfield 
Cemetery. 
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Abba Hillel Silver 
In th great hi tor :, of the J \ i I I cop e 

1948 . D. 1ill hin a the . ' ar f th 
return to the homeland. .l lore than 2000 

car o wandering o horn le n and • 
unimaginable persecution nded Ia • 14, 19 8, 
when the state of I ra l , ·a proclaimed 
once more. 

In the c nturi of J wi h hi tor ·, m ny 
great prophets and patriarch aro e to lead 
the children of I rael. ne of th e died 'C -

terday in leveland- bba Hill 1 ii v r. 

On y history can u timat I determine the 
proper place for Abb,1 Hillel Silv r in the 
pantheon of Je ·sh leaders from B'bhcal da:s 
to modern times. 

But on thi fir t da af er death one an 
be in to a the m a ure of thi ra b i 
from le eland who helped l ad th ch"ldrc 1 

of I rael back to the Promi ed Land. 

The Zioni t honor roll mu t b in \ ·ith 
four nam : Theodore H rzl the founder f 
the Zionist ideal; Chaim i\'eitzmann, the fir 
pre ident of Israel: David B n-Gurion, th 
white - maned pr mier of the infant tate· 
Abba Hillel ilver prime mo er during the 
Jewish holocaust of World War II. 

Had Ab Ja 1 • • 

hi piritual Ii 'O 

1 ion the city would o 
profom d lo of tl 1· r. 

But bba Hill onl 
lo th T 11pl an n d 
t th vorld - a t ·orid 
J \l'f.'-a ,,orl i1 ion 
are still incompr cca ft •r 
th azi genodd 

I , i no c , • ri e that .. bba 
mu 1 i e people from . •• 
tine; • o ion lit r 1ly from 
the th mp . 

• • a · bi 
·a i . o 
i pi d-

fi d r n 
a e · and 

The 1i1l r member the vi e holar, the 
entl humanitarian an , the rich. rin in,., 

voice of inspiration. The d ath of Abba Hilld 
Hv r , a a world los To Gr at r Cle -

land it \as al o a p r onal lo 

Thi community wiH fore er glow in hi 
memor .. 



Rabbi Silver, 
Statesman, 

S ephen S. Wi e formed the HE WAS J T as vie1orous 
Ameri an Zioni t Emergency in help,ing defeat· the o­
Counci1, of which he was called Right-to-work legisla­
c 1airman. tion a few years ago as he 

Is Dead at 70 

I the mid!) of a 0 reat 
war, nations were compro• 

f misirJg iiast pledges if those 

I 
promi es seemed to stand in 
the. , ay of ictory. The Al­
lied pO\ ers did not a crree on 
Pale tine poli ·y. Some lead-
rs of Zioni m were them• 
el e unsure. 

It a into a great political 

was in defeating the Open 
Shop policy in the 1920's. 

Dr. Silver as one of the 
arliest to ~ arn agains Hit­

ler, detec ing and peaking 
out against anti- emiti m. In 
this he joined with amuel 
Untermeyer, ew Ycrk at­
torney, in organizing the 
anti- azi boycott movement. 

Rabbi Abba Hill l ilver ho became 
a , orld s ate nan \ ithout portfolio in 
hi 70 ar is dead today and I aves 
the \ orld ithout one of it , i e men. 

truggl on a orld tage Three months after World 
that Dr. Sil er launched him• War was declared he came 
self. He argued his cause be- to The Temple as rabbi. He 
ore the heads of state and was a great admirer of Pre i­

in he hi0 h t councils of dent Woodrow Wilson and 
For decade he had ha~ the e. teem ~ ar. The concept of a Jew- , believed in the Allied cause. 

of , ·orld leader had carried a liberal 1 h homeland did not be- 1 
and effective banne in much of man s come a ca ualty of ,. r. On But he coriated th 
ocial pro re s, and had praj;ed and lay 8: 1948, _he addr ed I peace ~reaty, . which h sai 
oldecl ith a oice that •as heard and the mted ahon A embly , as v1thout ideal , and be-

heeded in the highe t places. on the ju tice of Zionism. gan a l'f elong fi 0 h for r .al 
nd on fay 14, 1948, the peace. He deplored th en-

Dr. ·, ii r , 'a ·· , ith hi family at his late of I racl ,·a pro- feeblement of . he Leaau of 
horn , 19810 hak r Bl d.. ha ker claimed. ations, and , • lcomed the 
H ~ hts, e tcrday or the Thank gi ing . . . . . . Unite_d ations with all his 
hollday. Jt t be ore dinnei he became Di. _ 611 ci bad piepaied support. 
ill \ •ith i 1 • h · 1 t for that momentous battle 

pa 1 s 111 1 c le • by many field engagements 
The amil ru hed him to Lake ide b fore. One of his earUe t 

Ho pita where he died at 3:40 p. m. of was t~at :fo b.rlng _ une~ploy­
heart di a e which had ne ei mani .. ment insurance to Ohio. 

fcsted it If be ore. HE ARGUED the.n that the 
. u n e m p I o ye d workingman 

H . workm on a com- should have the: diginity of 
men orahv ·e1mon on Presid nt John i surance due him, and not 
. . K -1 n dy to deliver un- ha e to rely on charity. He 
da at The T mple. On began this fight in 1928 by 
Wedne day evening he a enli ting the support of the 
apparently in fine spirit and Consumer s League. 
ood h alth at a afhering 

of the Templ lens Club. . Hi leadership was recog-
mzed by the late Gov. George 

}"'uneral er ices ill be 
Sunday at 11 a. m. at the 
Temple and burial will be 
in Ia field Cemetery. 

Rabbi ilve1 ras both a 
man of b • h ideals and a 
man of action. He as a ma­
jor leader in labli hing Is­
ra I for he r mained firm 

h n other Zionists and 
hol t10 ernm nt appeared 

to be faint-hearted. 

H \ S ALLED to the 
lead rsbip of the Zionist 
mov ment in merica in 
1943 at a e 50. He and Rabbi 

White and later on, when 
the fight had reached a na­
tional stage, his leadership 
wa recognized by President 
Hoover, who appointed him 
to the nemployment Rellef 
Commission in 1931. 

Dr. Sil er as far-sighted 
in detecting and sure in se-
1 cting the important i sues 
of his da . In 1925 for in­
tanc , he resigned hi mem­
ber hip in the Cleveland 
Chamber of Commerce when 
it espoused an open shop 
policy. 

Dr. Silver declared that 
such a policy would bring 
• low death to the labor 
unions, and he remained a 
liberal friend of organized 
labor through his life. 

IN 1961 he said: "The col. 
lapse of the United ations 
would be followed, I am 
afraid, by a third world 
war." 

He \ ent on to chasti e the 
neutralist nations, vho, he 
said hold the balance of 
power but are mi using it. 

I m a raid they ve done 
ver little to strengthen the 

ni ed ation , thejr great­
est friend in this , orld when 
they are in need. They go 
after temporary ad antages 
and overlook the great un­
derpinning which this or­
ganization provides them, if 
its prestige grows." . 

In 1961 he also expressed 
his great impatience with 
world leader.s relative to the 
cause of peace by uggestin~ 
that they 'should be con­
fined in a fall-out shelter • 1 

th bowels of the ar h 
where the air i stiflin and 
not be permitted to lea m • 
til a peace treaty banning 
nuclear wars is signed." 



DR. SILVER was born Jan. 
28, 1893 in einstadt, Lith­
uania. His father, grandfa­
ther, great-grandfather and 
great-great-grandfather had 
been rabbis. 

The family came to ew 
York in 1901 and Dr. ilvcr 
attended ew ork public 
schools. He then went to 
Cincinnati, and simultane­
ously entered the University 
of Cincinnati and Hebre\ 
Union Coll ge. 

III A 'TIVITIE on be­
half of his f c 11 o w man 
brought many awards and 
honors to him. mong them 
\ ere honorary degrees from 
Western Re erve ni\'crsity, 
in 1928; the Hebrew nion 
College, his alma mater, in 
1941 • the Univ er it y of 
Tampa in 1951; and Dropsie 
College, Philadelphia, a Jew­
ish school, in 1957. 

The a t i o n a I ervice 

I I Award of . Phi~ Ep ilon p · 
• 1 came to lum m 1948· the 

In less than the usual time B'Ri h halom Ai; ard the 
he received a bachelor o_f ame car; the ardozo 1e­
arts degree from the _u~i- morial Award of Tau Epsilon 
versity and a doctor of d1vm- Rho a y ar later; the Award 
ity degree from the colleg~. of 1erit of the Jewish War 

His first pastorate was 
the L' hem Shamayin con­
gregation in Wheeling, W. 
Va., and from there he 
came to The Temple, at age 
24. 

In hi first 30 years at 
The Temple the membership 
grew from 750 to 1700 and 
it became the largest re­
form Jewish congregation 
in America. 

Veteran in 1951; and the 
\ ard of i\lerit of Zeta Beta 

Tau in 1953. 

In 1957 he received the 
Charles Eisenman A ward of 
the Jewish Community Fed­
eration, and in 1958 the Hu­
man Relations Award of the 

ational C o n fe r e n c e of 
Christians and Jews. 

DR. 'LVER'S Zionist ac­
tivities were P r f O rme d 
from many organizational 

HE WAS O E of the prime points of vantage. He \ a 
movers in creating the Com- national chairman of the 
munity Fund here, and at board of governors for Stale 
the same time became a of Israel Bonds; former 
leader in the parallel Jewish president of the Zio?ist Or­
Community Federation, and ganization of _America and 
became general chairman of honorary president; for~er 
the Jewish Welfare Fund, chairman of the American 
for both of which he per- Section Jewish Agency for 
formed heroic deeds. Palesti~e and chairman of 

Rabbi ilver' intellectual the Ame~ican_ Zionist Erner­
labors produced s e v er a 11 gency' Council. 
books. In 1927. it ~vas ' His- He was co-chairman and 
tory of Me 1amc Specula- chairman of the United 
tion in Israel From the First Palestine Appeal, 1938 to 
Through the Seventeenth '43 and was a director of 
Centuries;" 1928, "The the American Friends of 
Democratic Impulse in Jew- Hebrew niversity. 
ish History;" 1 9 4 1, "The . 
World Crisis and Jewish Sur- ~h~. extent of h1 . other 
• l ·" 1949 "Vision an d activities can be ghmpsed 

VI~at ' ·" 195' 6 "An Inquiry by a list of memberships and 1c ory, , 'bTt· Into the Distinctiveness of other respons1. I t ies: meJ?• 
Judaism;" and 1961, "Moses ber of the adVIso~y com~mt• 

d th Original Torah." tee of the Amencan Birth 
an e Control League; ch a r t er 

member of the Ohio Race 
Betterment Assn.; National 
Child L a b o r Commission; 
member of Board, Cleveland 
Chapter, A m er i c an Red 
Cross. 

H 
of the 
Unemployment; h 
university preacher for 
nell, 'ni er.)ity of Chic 

racuse, Purdue and 
York Universities and Ha 
vard, where he also w 
Dudleian lecturer in 1940. 

He was president of the 
Contral Conference American 
Rabbis 1945-47 and Alumni 
Association of Hebrew nion 
College president 1945 - 4 7. 
He also was a member of 
the board of governor of 
II e brew Unh·ersity, Jeru• 
alem, and Isra 1 Institute of 

Technology, llaifi , I racl. 

He also was national chap­
lain of the Jewish \ ar Vet­
erans and a member of the 
board of the Jewish Publish• 
ing Society of America. 

In 1924 he married Miss 
Virginia Horkheimer of 
Wheeling. She and their two 
sons, Rabbi Daniel J., of the 
Temple and Raphael D., 
survive him. 

He al o is survived by a 
brother, M a . w c I I· sisters, 
Mrs. Rose datlow and frs. 
Bessie Liebow all of ew 
York and six grandchildren. 

Postpones Dinner 
Because of Rabbi ilver's 

death, the 60th annual meet• 
ing of the Cleveland Jewish 
C om mun it y ederation, 
scheduled for Sunday, has 
been postponed. 

Rabbi Silver was to ha\'e 
made the presentation speech 
announcing the winner of the 

harlc Eisenman Award for 
distinguished com m u n it y 

A "People and Places fA 
I rael" exhibit of six paint. 
ings and 43 drawin . which 
was~ to have opened Sunday 
in the Temple's mus um, 
has been postponed because 
of Rabbi Silver's death. 

Th bod. of Rabbi iJ. 
,·er nm Ii in. tat at th 
T mpl heh, een '7 and 9 
p. m. tomorro ,,. 

The ilv r famil . will 
be at bom to the immrd­
iate famil ::ind to out-of. 
town gue t on Sunday. 
The will b at ho m e 
to iri nd fro m 7 to 9 
p. m. I o n d a y through 
Thur da . 



Rabbi Silver's 
First-and Last-Sermons 

By LOUIS B. SELTZER 

At three o'clock Wednes­
day afternoon Rabbi Abba 
Hillel Silver called me. 

"Louis, I am just finishing 
my sermon for the Temple 
Sunday morning," the world­
famed rabbi said. "It is a 
tribute to President Ken­
nedy. I wonder if you would 
do me the courtesy of read­
ing it and then calling me. 
I will have it in your hands 
surely by Friday morning." 

and a foremost and courag- in 1917. He had served with 
eous commentator upon the the American troops in 
unique social, economic, po- France. Newton D. Baker, 
litical and internat i o n a 1 former mayor of Cleveland, 
problems with which our and secretary of war in Pres­
times have been continuously ident Woodrow Wilson's cab­
beset, was delivered in my inet, had told me about the 
hands, as Rabbi Silver young rabbi from Wheeling 
wished. This last sermon of who was to take over one of 
the rabbi's will appear in full America's foremost temples. 
in The Cleveland Press. 

"He is a very remarkable 
This incident would not young man," Mr. Baker had 

now be related except for a· told me. "He will be a great 
quite remarkable coinci- man some day." 
dence. This is_ it: 

The sermon of one of this Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver On the day that Rabbi Ab­
ba Hillel Silver arrived at 
the railroad station from 
Wheeling I met and inter­
viewed him, a tall, piercing­
eyed, black-haired man with 
bushy eyebrows an4 a twin­
kle in his eyes and a warmth 
around his lips. 

world' great thinkers, ora- arrived in Cleveland from 
tors and religious leaders, Wheeling, W. Va., o day 

ONE OF COUNTLESS HONORS to Rabbi Silver, this 
album of new developments in Israel, was presented 
to Dr. Silver at Jerusalem in 1956 by Foreign Minister 
Moshe Sharett in recognition of the great Cleveland­
ers leadership in world Jewry. 

Several days later I re­
ceived a call-and this, of 
course, is the coincidence­
from the new Temple rabbi. 

"When we met upon my 
arrival in Cleveland you sug­
gested that I might call upon 
you at any time for any rea­
son," the rabbi said. 

"I am doing so now. In my 
hands I have the draft of my 
first sermon from my new 
pulpit this coming Sunday. 
May I bring it or send it 
down to you? I wonder if 
you will do me the courtesy 
of reading it and then call­
ing me." 

It was, as might be di­
vined, an unusually good, 
perceptive, and, for his first 
sermon, both a tactful and 
yet a courageous one. 



I called the rabbi. He was 
pleased. 

Many times throughout 
the intervening years be­
tween Rabbi Abba Hillel Sil­
ver's first day in Cleveland 
and his unexpected death on 
Thanksgiving Day-in those 
46 years-the rabbi called. 
Not always to read a sermon, 
but not infrequently, in his 
friendly but forthright way, 
to "deliver" a sermon to me. 

Rabbi Silver did not re­
treat. Rabbi Silver was al­
ways in the front line. He 
was a great student, a philos­
opher, a historian, an an­
alyst of international trends 
and tides. He was a builder 
of a nation (Israel) to which 
he gave much of himself, 
in the pioneering days of 
courageously bringing about 
the partitioning from which 
Israel came into being. 

It wa. my good fortune to 
spend many hours with 
Rabbi Silver, hours during 
which I listened to a very 
great and good man speak 
freely about this deeply dis­
tressed world and whence 
it might be going, and what 
was essential to put it on the 
right course when it seemed 
to be going off oii a detour. 

.. To have been privileged 
to read his very f'irst ser­
mon in 1917 and then to be 
invited by him to read his 
very last sermon in 1963 is 
a circumstance upon which 
I shall forever speculate­
but also a circumstance 
which will forever bind me 
spiritually to one of the 
greatest men I have ever 
known . .. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
was a great Cleveland lead­
er. He was a great Ameri­
can. He was, also, one of the 
truly great citizens of our 
world in the 70 years he 
graced mankind with his 
presence, mind and spirit. 



A REFLECTIVE Rabbi 
Abba Hillel Silver sits 
beneath portrait of an­
other Rabbi Silver - his 
father. P i ct u re was 
taken in 1954. 



IN JERUSALEM in 1956 Rabbi Silver conferred with 
• his long-time friend, then Premier David Ben-Gurion 

of Israel. 



"TRULY GREAT CITIZEN," is the way Louis B. 
Seltzer, editor of The Press, described Rabbi Abba 
Hillel Silver (left). With the late religious leader are 
Carlos P. Romulo, Philippine statesman, and Seltzer 
(right), in this photo taken at a National Conference 

of Christians and Jews meeting here in 1959. 



FATHER AND SON who worked devotedly together 
as spiritual leaders of the Temple-Rabbis Abba 
Hillel and Daniel Jeremy Silver. 



AT OFFICIAL EVENTS Rabbi Silver was a familiar 
figure sitting with former Mayor Anthony Celebrezze, 
now U. S. welfare secretary. 



The Legacy · of a Presideni 
Rabbi Silver's Sermon 

This ts the te t of a ser­
mon Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver "Too Many of Us 
drafted for delivery this Have Lost Our Way" 
coming Sunday from the 

He invoked the s p i r i t 
which grows in the Declara­
tion of Independence and in 
the Bill of Rights of the 
Constitution of the United 
States. He called upon his 
generation time and ag~in 
as did Lincoln, whose lovmg 
and faithful disciple he 
proved to be, "to come back 
to the great landmarks of 
the Declaration of Inde­
pendence.' 

pulpit of the T mple. It w~ In his accep~nce P ech 
placed in the hands of Louis as the Democratic nominee 
B. Seltzer, editor of The for the presidency, he d • 
Pre , following a telephon" clared: "Too many meri­
call Wedne day afternoon cans have Jost their way, 
from Rabbi Silver. He a krd their will and their en e of 
the editor to read it, and to historic purposes. It is time 
call him for his reaction • for a new generation of lead­
The editor's reaction i ex- ership-new men to cope 
perlenced in the publication with new problems and new 
here of the entire ermon. opportunities." Applied Old Ideals 

I have reflected much And in hi inaugural ad- to Our New Age 
these last few da s on the dress less than three years 
nature of the universal sor- ago, 'be sounded a clarion I He applied the old ideals 
row which the whole world call: I of our country to the grave 
manifested at the tr a g i c " U1i' W O RD 

O 
problems and the menacing 

death of President Kennedy. LEh Tf T ... ,th' t'me a!d I conditions of our new age, 
• fort rom is 1 

. d they became even more 
It was clearly neither for- place to friend and foe alike, f n . 

0 
s and more urgently 

mal nor perfunctory. At that the torch has been umm 0 

home and in faraway lands I passed to a- new generation relevanf~ tthan wre~ d they 
men mourned for him as of Americans." were 1rs promu ga e . 

for a lost broth~r, as if he I h eneration re- AN UNBROKEN chain of 
were part of their O\ n pe~- , T e ne; ghis summons fervent human aspirations 
sonal lives ho haredd t~ ~~ , !~~n~~~llenge Here at last binds the age of Washington, 
lnn~rmost ho Ped an e •was their tru~ lead~r, thei; the age of Lincoln and the 

I SAID a moment ago, that 
President Kennedy w a 
young and that he appealed 
to the heart of young mer­
ica but he was also wise 
with the wisdom which men, 
not altogether wisely, asso­
ciate with age. He had the ar­
dor and enthusiasm of youth 
but not its inexperience. 

their deepest nee s. eloquent spokesman young ag_e _of Kennedy-the unre-
People of all ages grieved in years and young in heart, m1tting struggles of men f~c He Had Vision 

for him, but especial!Y the ready to lead them in a new larger freedom, for therr 
young. The personality of crusade and by the fire of basic human rights, for the and Faced Reality 
President Kennedy appealed a new faith build a new dignity of man-"the self- He had vision but he was 
especially to the youth of Jerusalem. evident truths" - "the un- not a visionary. He was an 
the world. • 'd K •llenable rigbtl." urbane, thoughtful, cultured, 

He was a young president 
and he spoke to the heart 
of young America and to all 
who had the hopeful heart 
of youth every here in the 
world. He was like a young 
eagle soaring high. 

HE DID NOT belong to 
the category of the tired old 
statesmen who were caught 
and held fast in their weary 
routines, dreaming of worlds 
forever gone, the helpless 
agents of recurrent world 
disasters. 

He was different. There 
was dawn in his outlook and 
spring in his call. His was 
the torch of a new vision. 

Where did Prest ent en-
nedy find the torch which If you lift up your eyes well-informed human being, 
he declared would now be from the fre h grave wh re forceful in action but tactful 
passed to a new generation President Kennedy now Ii s and moderate in speech and 
of Americans, "a generation at rest, you \ ill see not far manner. 
born in this century, tern- away the stately Lincoln :Je- HE FACED reality. He un­
pered by war, disciplined by morial and beyond that the derstood his world-its dan­
a hard and~ bitter peace, towering Washington Monu- gers, its knotted domestic 
proud of our ancient heri- ment. More than mere op- and international problems, 
tage?" tical isitm embraces the e some often almost too diffi. 

What was this ancient o_ldeSt an~ neweSt of our na- cult to unravel. He under­
heritage? It was the heritage honal- shrme • stood full well the limita­
of the founding fathers and A chord of acred memory, I tions of his high office and 
the torch was first kindled of bounden faith and prom- his own personal powers to 
by them. To use the words ise binds them indissolubly set all things aright. 
of another martyr~d presi- together. They represent our 
dent, Abraham L 1 n c 0 ,! n, nation's unbroken covenant 
President Kenned Y r_e- which time and again is re­
turned to the . fountain newed for u by the blood 
whose waters sprmg clo e 
by the blood of the revolu- of our martyrs. 
tion." 

He realized too that the 
powers and resources of our 
country, great as they were, 
were not unlimited, and that 
we could neither dictate to 
the world nor go it alone. 



He faced the danger of t 1e 

"Absolute sovereignty no nuclear age. He, more than 
longe~ a~~ures us of absolute any of us understood, bc­
secur1ty. He under tood cause all suurc • of informa­
also the 1imits of military lion were available to him, 
power. "The basic problems what a nucl('ar war would 
facing the , orld today are mean to mankind. 
not susceptible of a final 
military solution ." lie huilt up the military 

trength of our nation so 
But these inevitable Jimi- that it might act a a det r­

tations and their attendant rent to aagrc ion and war. 
frustrations did not cau e But while o engaged, he x­
him to seek refuge in inac- plored every avenue 1.o dis­
tion. The wisdom of our cover omc basis of agrc . 
sages seem& to J1ave guided ment whereb th danger 
him. "Thine is not the duty of a nuclear war might b 
to complete the task but le sencd. 
neither art thou free to de­
sist from it." Nuclear Test Bon 

IN A DA GERO US LY Great Achievement 
poised world an~ . ~vith an ftcr many repeated trials 
~wesome re~pons1b1hty rest- and fai1urcs, he succe cl d 
mg upon his . shoulders• Jrn in arrivin,rr at an agreem nt 
moved caut10u ly, but he ,.,1•ttl th So ·et . 

d . . "' vi mon on a 
move , he act~d with de~Ib· nu c 1 ear test b ,1 • 1 erateness and c1rcumspect10n b an \\ Hc 1 

b t h t d H f 
.1 d anned nuclear te t cverv-

u e ac e . e at e - wl t d •1 but he tried again. He would 1~re ex~ep un ergro_unc • 
not permit himself to be an- )t was an important achtev • 
gered, or disheartened, or 1:ent even thoug!1 it \\as not 
goaded into quick reprisals guarantee agam. t nuclear 
but neither was he ever de- war. 

-fleeted from his main pur- The next s t e p and the 
pose. next and the final step, still 

He Understood 

Art of Compromise 

remained; but the first tep 
"ba k from the shadow of 
war" had to be taken and Ile 
took it. 

He understood that the art 
of government was the art HE \\'A O~PO ED to ~n 
of compromise, but never arr~s ra e with !he· So\'LCl 
on principles. He stood im- Union t h o u O h m the fow 
moveable as a rock wJ1en brief year in office, h un­
the basic principles of our fortunately could make no 
Constitution or the hasic headway. 
rights of man were involved. "It i ... our intention to 

He was not a doctrinaire. challenge 1.he Soviet nion 
He knew how to bend as a not to an arms race, but to a 
tree bends before strong peace race; to advance step 
winds, but his roots always by step, stage by stage, until 
remained firmly set in the general and complete dis• 
earth. He profited from his armament has actually been 
mistakes and those of his achieved." He ardently pur­
predecessors, as he did in sued peace. In the speech 
the case of the Cuban fiasco ,vhich he was to d liver in 
early in his administration. Dallas the day he , as assas­

HE SAW CLEARLY the 
sinated, he declared : 

five besetting dangers of our "Our strength will nev r 
age. He had been sum- be used in pursuit of aggres­
moned to lead our nation in sive ambitions - it wHI al• 
an hour of maximum danger. , ways be u d in pursuit of 
but with open eyes and a peace. It will ncv r he u ed 
stout heart he confronted to promote provocations-it 
them. will always be u d to pro• 

"However clo e we some- mote the p e a c f u I ettle­
times seem to that datk and ment of disputes." 

m n in public life . rrved 
Urged Both Sides rica, v'"' n though at 
to Seek Peace time. it "r 'krd thrir own 

poli ical arC' r. 
He summed up h i s atti- • 

lude in hi_s inaugural ~d- Looked Deep(y 

President Kennedy 

dre~s: 

"To 1 hose na ions who 
would make thcm:elvrs our 
adversary, \\e ffcr not a 
pledge but a request; that 
both sid s b ain anew the 
quest for peace, before th 
dark po vcrs of cl struclion 
unleashed by cience n­
~ulf all huma11ily in planned 
or accid nlal selI-deslruc­
tion .... 

'' 0 LET ' b gin anew 
~ rem mbcring on both 
sides that civility is not a 
sign of weakness. ;rnd sin-
crity js alway subject to 

proof. Le u. never- urgol i­
ate out or r car. Rut let us 
never fear to ncgotiat r .'' 

Into His Soul 
"In whale\ er arena of life 

one may m ct the challenge 
of courage), \\ hat ever mav b 
th(l sacri fices he racr. if h 
follows h1 . c·onsc1 nc the 
lo. : of his friend , ht for. 
tun , his contentment. ven 
thr cslcrm of his fellow m n 
- C'ach man must de ide for 
himself the cour e h will 
follow. 

Th<' . torir: of pa: t rour­
ag<• can define' that in 1rcdi­
< nt - th y can 1 ach, they 
ean off er hopr. th<'> can pro• 
, idc inspiration. But t h c> y 
cannot supply coura"e it. elf. 
For each man must l ok in o 
his own . ul. 

.John , ilz"Nald Krnnrd 
looked deeply int h1. O\\ n 
oul. 

HE 'AW thr dang r to the 
fr e world in the condition 

f misery, impov ri hmcnt 
and backwardn of the 
un<lcnl v<'loprcl countn 'S of 
1 h world. Fr c do m, he 
knew, cannot thrive in an 
xplo i\' r sentful world 

which can fmd 1t'i r lief 
from intolcrabl ·onomic 
conclitwns only m revolution. 

And so he developed an 
cxlcn ive program of aid to 
th cleprc d arra of th 
f'arl 1. II called into being 
he "Alliance for Proarrs " 

But l1r wou lcf not h im- to help the peoples of 'en­
posed upon. When he ~aw a tral and outh America, to 
clear and present clanger to mobilize their 0 , n rcsourc s 
the secu_rily of . America he and ncrgic, to rais the 
acted with a f1rmnes and landard of livin of their 
de patch which astounded I p ople. 
the world - as when he 
forced the oviet Union to II r at cl the Peace 
dismantle the long-range , Corp , the mo. t noble and 
missile base in Cuba. beautiful act of hi care •r. 

' II in pired our outh lo go 
When he felt that an un- t the far corn rs of the 

fair advantage was ~eing earth to ·erve without any 
taken of the . m er 1 c ~ n e pectation of monetary re• 
people, _he again acted , 1th ward in order to bring help, 
start l 1 n forcefuln s . a guidance and healing to the 
when he compelled the pow- desp rately needy of the 
erful steel companies of th world. 
United talcs to r scind 
their pri e incr as after h He Saw Danger 
had p r~uarlNr merican la-
bor to accept low r wage in Bigotry Here 
term in rd r to av rt na­
tional inflation. 

final abyss, let no man of President Kennedy tried 
peace and freedom despair. to mitigate the bitterness of 
..• If we can all persevere, the cold war. He did not 
if we can in every land • • • hate. In this he , as far He wa not afraid to incur 
look beyond our own shores ahead of most of our people the momentar. di pl a ure 
and ambitions, then surely in whose midst hat no, of his own people. H had 
the age will dawn in which, stalks like a dark apparition, ourage and he admired 
the strong are Ju t and the like "a pestilence that , alk• courage. In hi book, "Pro­
weak aecu,~ and the peace eth in darkness, or a destruc- file in Courage", he showed 
preserved. tion that wasteth at noon- lhow the coura e of certain 

He aw the dan er to our 
dome tic peace and our free 
in titutions in the indur 

ntur - old rliscrimin 
lo which th cgr • 
of our country w 
·ubjcctcd and he 
nergy and 

" 



0 IPELLED to 
r ort to action , 1 ich s 
very · to him n 
bi te r-
nor • and a-
ba authority 
of h r o e 

nj b , ii= 

am p d 
ots bombing 
1d mu h m d 

es f the 

igl ts bi 1 
l e an 
·ial to hi 
Eman ipati 

b n­
n. 

Life Was Full 
of Noble Purpose 

lo t of his , ork r • • • 
n ompleted 
ife ~ a unc t 

close of 
m 1 r 

siness • remains. He dealt 
• al and world i sues 

ide • m nsions 
y ould t be set-

ro of u in a lif n mu h 

Bu he ·ned 
nation for l n fOrld than ·as granted 

that full e 
·ut , ·hich t 1ovin him. 

0 t 
ka 

i e 
in 
r the 

a 
ivil 

of th nit d 
e d clar d: 

Civil Rights Bill 
Seen as Tribute 

ation needed mo 
, college and t ac 
earl half of our high 
gradua es ' he de-

red I a c k ei h r the 
unds or the facilities to at­
end college. The nation can­

not afford to maintain its 
military e tablishment and 
negl ct its brain-power. ' 

He recommended to 
impro e e · on e-

1 and at t e • to 
rt m tide of • 1 - • - lo he 

l n t ... threa en • u a i c 
.etv ... the event i a fc fi 

m. 

m and el e d ch hips. 
0 • t 
a no 

r e 
ti t 

of 
ti i ct' 

n if n 
racial stri c ca 

e leader hi 
o pa • from 

onable a 
n to th 
· io 

. no can readil poin o 
man , other notable pro• 
ram and activitic of hi 

pre idenc . In -all of them 
he \\ a whole entire of on 
piec a d dicated ser ant f 
ju tice fairness, freedom 
and p ace. He as no al­

a s successful. ucce is 
not al a s the measure o[ 
greatnc . He not 1-
, a in the right. What lead­
r of men e er is? 

But h value of a ma ter­
piece i not the size of the 

n as and the glory of a 
on i no the len th of its 
tanza . mall pool of 
] ar ra r ma often re-

fl ct all lorie of the 
h a ns. 

HER W\ a lif rcpl e 
,·ith the beau y of noble 

purpo and a pira ions, 
hi h t in motion great 

enterpri s ri h in promi e 
for our nation and for the 
~orld. H re ,va the Amer­

ican tradition ' of malice o-
vard none and charit . for 
all m bodied in an intrepid 
oun leader wb was trag• 

ically brought do n in the 
oaring m • dflight of his re­
p I end en career. 

H re i high sorrow for. all 
o us-but also high hope, 
hope that his life will in• 
pire other lives - that our 

people , ill look to his ex­
amp hi me sage and his 
mission, and in a chastened 
pirit, \J ill forego the hate 
hich t n brother against 

brother and people again t 
p ople hop that they will 
re olutel p r evere in the 
1 a s of progr ·s and peace. 

~'Jonathan upon thy hirb 
place is slain. 

"I am distre sed for thH, 
my brother Jonathan. 

are the m i g h t p 



Rabbi Silver's S atur Shown in Comments 
Clergymen, political, city 

and civic leaders joined sadly 
today in statements grieving 
the death of Rabbi Abba Hil­
lel Silver. 

In their very words of sor­
row they marked the stature 
of the great spiritual leader 
in the community an~ in the 
world: 

ARCHBISHOP Edward F. 
Hoban of the Cleveland Cath­
olic Diocese expressed "deep 
and sincere grief over the 
death of Rabbi Abba Hillel 
Silver." 

He added, "God's law has 
ever been a lantern to his 
feet and a light to his path. 
He walked in His way. His 
love for God was reflected 
in word and example so that 
in every good sense he was 
a true teacher of Israel who 
drew others to God. 

"We are confident that the 
heavenly father waits expec­
tantly to reward him for his 
goodness. All of us will miss 
his inspiring leadership. His 
charity was the bond of 
brotherhood, the foundation 
of peace, the mainstay in se­
curity of unity which will 
abide with us always, eternal 
wtih God in the kingdom of 
heaven." 

OHIO SEN. Stephen M. 
Young said: "His death is a 
great loss to people of all 
faiths. He has been a moral 
and spiritual force for many 
years. 

"Our friendship d a t e s 
back to the time . when we 
both served on the same 
committee while formula­
ting the Ohio State Unem­
ployment Compensation Law. 

"He wa a tower or 
strength in the drive for so­
cial justice ... " 

BISHOP Nelson M. Bur­
roughs, Episcopal Diocese of 
Ohio: "We have all been 
shocked by Rabbi Silver's 
death coming so quickly aft­
er all our other shocks. We 

. in the Episcopal Diocese feel 
very badly for he honored us 
last January at our conven­
tion and did us the unusual 

honor of giving us the invo­
cation. Rabbi Silver was in 
the prophetic tradition of his 
race and religion. He always 
spoke clearly to the con­
science of the nation and the 
world. I shall miss him as a 
friend and companion." 

THE REV. B. BRUCE 
WHITTEMORE, executive 
director of Cleveland Area 
Church Federation: "He cer­
tainly was the giant among 
re_ligious leaders of Cleve­
land, in terms of national 
and international influence. 
And as suc;:h he was much 
respected and will be much 
missed by the Protestant 
community. We extend our 
sympathy to the family of 
Rabbi Silver." 

Anthony .T. Celebrezze: 
"Rabbi Silver devoted his 
life to the cause of freedom 
and justice. He fought at 
every turn bias and preju­
dice, constantly champion­
ing the cause of all men to 
be free from poverty and 
deprivation. I have lost a de­
voted friend, Cleveland a 
noted citizen and the world 
a great spiritual leader." 

SEN. FRANK J. LAUSCHE 
"Rabbi Silver was a spiritual 
and civic leader of tremen­
dous influence. I know of no 
one who had greater impact 
on the ethical, cultural and 
civic life of both the local 
and national community. I 
am saddened and stunned 
by his death. Throughout 
rry private and public life 

MAYOR LOCHER: "Rabbi he impressed and influenced 
Silver was a giant among the me extraordinarily." • 
spiritual leaders of the world. 
Humanity has lost an in tel- APPELLATE JUDGE 
ligent, articulate and com- Daniel H. Wasserman said, 
passionate spokesman for all "The loss to worJct Jewry ana 
men of good will e.v e y- to thi community by the 
where. His death is mourned 'tmtim Iy death of Rabbi Sil­
throughout the world, but ver is ·nc lculable. To those 
especially here in Cleveland, of us ,; ho knew him well 
·where we feel the loss of we have Jost an irreplace­
his spiritual leadership and able friend. The memory of 
great \Var mt h of person- his good deeds stands like 
ality." a monument for generations 

L. THURSTON PENDL1~­

TON, president of Family 
Service Assn.: ''Rabbi Silver 
served the Family Service 
As s o c i ation of Cleveland 
continuously since 1918. He 
was a member of the board 
from 1918 to 1940, and ha 
been a member of the advis­
ory board since 1940. He was 
re-elected for another year 
on Wednesday. 

to come." 

PATRICr J. O'MALLEY, 
president, and SEBASTIAN 
LUPICA, executive secretary 
of the Cleveland AFL-CIO 
Federation of Labor: "The 
labor movement of Cleveland 
mourns the passing of a 
great spiritual leader, out­
standing in his field as a 
clergyman and a staunch 
supporter of human rights. 
He was an unselfish worker 

'·As a b?ard member he in civic and community c1f­
helped gmde the agency · fairs and a staunch friend of 
through its days of greatest labor. The ~ it y, state, 
change, from counseling Jim- country an<l world have lost 
itcd to relief clients to coun- a great man." 
seling for all in the com­
m unity with problems too 
difficult for ordinary solu­
tion, no matter what their 
financial status. 

"He gave of himself to 
F a m ily Service Association 
as generously as he did to 
so many other causes." 

WELFARE SECRETARY 

CONG. CHARLES -A. 
VANIK: "In the passing c,f 
RatS'bi Silver, Cleveland loses 
one of its most distinguished 
citizens. His great, wise mind 
was one of our finest com­
munity resources - laboring 
for humanity, the community 
and his faith. The tragic 
events of a difficult week 

are sadly compounded." 

CONG. WILLIAM E. MIN­
SHALL: "We have lost a 
great spiritual leader. He 
was a great American. His 
loss will be felt everywhere." 



THE PLAIN' DEALER, SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 1 3 

Tributes to Rabbi Silver 
Come From Far and Near 
Tributes to Rabbi Abba Hil- "World Jewry is rightly M E GLASS president of 

lel Silver, described as "an conscious of the debt of grat- the ·Je;ish Co~munity Fed- avaiable include: Mount Sinai 
outstanding voice of Ameri- itude it owes its beloved rab- eration announced that a Hospital lot on the west side 
can Jewry," who died unex• bi, the world of Christianity city-wide memorial tribute to of Ansel Road N.E. only; 
pectedly Thanksgiving Day, hould be no less r~f~und in Dr. Silver, under sponsorship parking 1 t at E. 105th Street 
reached here yesterday from its tribute to his memory." of the Federation is being Market between E. 105th 
persons and organizatioits at NCCJ's president_, Dr. planned to be in J~uary. Street; ~ lot behind the Cen­
home and afar. Lewis Webster Jones, is at- "Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver tral National Bank from E. 

• The World Zionist Organiza- tending the ecumenical coun- was a national figure and a 101st Street to E. 97th Street; 
tion, from. its American head- cil in Rome, Brown said. world figure," Glass said, Woman's Hospital lot north of 
quarters m New York, de- Brown added: "We are par- "but Cleveland was his home Chester Avenue N.E. only, 
scribed Rabbi Silver as , a ticularly proud that the con- and it is here he will be most and the Severance Hall park­
"great American and a great ference bestowed its highest profoundly m i s s e d . . . He ing lot. A shuttle bus will op­
Jew. brotherhood aw a rd on this demonstrated through deeds er ate between Severance Hall 

"Dr. Silver was the major great gentleman during his as well as words the impor- and the Temple. 
architect of the struggl~ to lifetime." tance of community obliga- R A B B I s I L v E R h d rally the support of American \tion." . a public opinion and to galva- ABRAHAM FEINBERG, planned to deliyer a euglogy 
nize the Jewish community president of t~e ~tate of Israel RABBI ALAN S. GREEN of to the late President Kennedy 
around the demand for Jewish Bonds orgamzation; Samuel Temple Emanu El, 2200 South Sunday at The Temple. 
statehood. we will miss his Rothbert, national campaign Green Road, South Euclid, His prepared text is long 
trenchant thinking his life- ch airman, and Joseph J. said: and philsophical. Of the slain 
long dedication to' the cause Schwartz, vice president, all "Rabbi Si 1 v er intimately president, he planned to say: 
of Zion reborn." of New York, said in a state- touched the ~ourse of life. of "He was a young president 

The statement was signed ment: two generations of Jewish and he spoke to the heart of 
by Dr. Nahum Goldmann ''In the pulpit, in the com- youth ho gre up, as I did, young America and to all who 
president of the World Zion: munity, in the nation, in Israel in Cl veland. ,had the hopeful heart of youth 
ist Organization; Moshe Sha- a~d U:- the -~orld, !1is (Rabbi "His eloqu nt moral. de- 1 ... ~e w~s like a young eagle 
rett, former prime minister Si~ ver ~) v1S1on, his. . cholar- mands on o~r current society, soarmg high. 
of Israel, who is now chair-, ship, his unco~p:omising per- always welling up ou~ of t~e "He did not belong to the 
man of the Jewish Agency for severence, his mcomparable whole swell of JeW1sh his- category of the tired old 
Israel, and Dr. Emanuel Neu-1 oratorical powers, his love of tory," Rabbi Gi:_een sajg,J statesmen . . . caught and 
mann, chairman of the Amer- Zion, which was the very core "gave us a profound pride in held fast in their weary rou-
ican section of the Jewish' our heritage and its rele- tines, dreaming of worlds for-
Agency. 1 Body to Lie vance." ever gone the helpless agents 

: • St t T d of recurrent world disasters. A MEMORIAL SERVICE in a e O ay L O U I S L. SCHAFFER, "He was different There 
for Dr. Silver will be held at The body of Rabbi Abba chairman of the Israel Bond was dawn in his outiook and 
the . office of the American Hillel Silver will lie in state dinner, scheduled. for next spring in his call. He was the 
section, 515 Park Avenue, at The Temple, E. 101st Wednesday; at F a 1 r ~ o u n t torch of a new vision. 
New York, Tuesday at 1:30 Street at Silver Park, from Temple, said: "There is a re- " ... Here is a sorrow for 
p.m. . . . 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. today in luctance on the p~r~ of o~ all of us-but also high hope, 

Participants will be Dr. the main sanctuary. mem~ers to parti~ipate m hope that his life will inspire 
Goldmann, Dr .. Neu~ann and The funeral service will wh~t 1s gene~ally a Joyous oc- other lives-that our people 
Sharett who will arrive f~om be held at 11 a.m. tomor- casion _followmg the two great will look to his example, his 
Israel on Mon~ay. evenmg. row. tragedies that ,?ave occurred message and his mission, and, 
~aders ?f all Z10mst groups The family will be at the past _week. . in a chastened spirit, will 
~n ~he Umted SJ~tes have been home, 19810 Shaker Boule- The_ dm~~r, he said, has forego the hate which turns 
mvited to participate. vard, Shaker Heights, to the been mdefm1tely canceled. brother against brother, and 

DR. STERLING w. BROWN immediate family and out- The Tem~le, on E. lOl_st people against people, hope 
executive vice president of of-town guests tomorro_w Street at. Silver. Park, will that t~ey will resolutely pre­
the National Conference of after the funeral. ;hey will have special par~~ arr~nge- serve m the ways of progress 
'christians and Jews sent a be at home to friends on I ments for_ Rab~i Silvers fu- and peace." 
message. ' Monday through Thursday neral, which will be tomor~ 

"Few men have given 50 rom 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. row at 11 a.m. 
much of themselves to so of his life-these were the in­
many, and Rabbi Silver was gredients of great and states­
a towering figure of strength manlike leadership which won 
and courage amidst the most for him a special place in the 
respected and loved," the hearts of American Jewry. 
statement said. "From his 
counsel we reaped guidance; 
from his wisdom we gathered 
knowledge and from his con­
cern we received encourage­
ment. 



Rabbi Silver Often Sto d Firm 

on Unpopular Issues in Tempi 
B; Jt:LI\ KR.\W HE K du k an issu because his 

position ran countc:r to that 
of , ealthy members of his 

cd wit h the senti ments of and pos. ii I I ank , lb. 

legendary fi ure , hile 
he was still ali c, Rabbi 
\bba Hillel ilver left his 
imprin in little behind-the 

the maj rity of nabb1 ·i1. 
, . •r· congr gation \\' i t h ali his <'loq11r.11rc , 

H a h b i : i I , 1' r , •. ,l onec 

cenc igncltc a \\'C'll a. in 
his eloquent discour es from 
he pulpit. 

He \\a not a man to be 
challenged a ily. \ hen a 
m mber or the Temple com­
plained to Abe L Luntz, 
then president or the con­
gregation. on certain minor 
policies of the T e m p 1 e, 
Luntz turned tiredly and 
said: 

"I've been complaining 
about the same things for 
ears-and getting nowhere. 

You don't know Rabbi il-

OT a man to 

ongregalion, who naturall 
, er larg contributors to 
the Temple. 

One such in id nt, amo n 
man. , occurr d m th 1920". 
when the rabbi r irrn d 
from the Chamb r of om­
merce bccau e of what he 
called it antiunion polici :. 
Rabbi ilver took a firm 
stand from the pulpit on 
issue notwithstanding th 
fact many member w r 
heads of indu trial and bu ·i­
ness concerns not kno ·n 
for their lo e of organized 
labor. 

onverscly, he remained 
a firm friend of the late 

en. Robert Taft when a • • 
foreign polic i w conflict-

TIIE R.\BBI. a ma. :1,·c 
firru r on th pulpit and an 
ov rpo,\ r ing int k <:l in pri-

·at ' eom· 'r. atio n. had rare 
cliplomatie gift.. hut h ( al. o 
h a d a formi rlah lt• l m p er 

when it ,, a at ou ed. 

nc . wh •n a new. pap r 
reporter a k d him to \' ri­
h and comm nt on the iact 
that a 1 ' gr family had 
JOin d the Temple, Rabbi 

il ·er exprcs cd himself in 
thunderous di ·appro al. 

' 'I can ·t s c that thi. is 
anyth ing to wr ite about. '' he 
snapped. " ood da . ir ''' 
lie \\ 111 cl o lu cld th . e­
gr family from pubhc.:ity 

Parking Plans Arranged for Silver Rites 

Arrangements were com­

pleted today to accommodate 

more than 4000 persons in 
the halls and room of the 
Temple for funeral services 
at 11 a. m. tomorrow for 
Rabbi Abba Hillel ilver. 

The er ices ill b ampli­
fied to all rooms and also 

Participant in the fu­
neral ervice will be Rab­
bi Arthur J. Lelyveld of 
Fairmount Temple Rabbi 
Solomon Freehof of Pitts• 
burgh, Dr. Emanuel Neu­
man of ew York, Sen. 
Frank J. Lausche, Rabbi 
Milton Matz of the Temple 
and Rabbi Leon Feuer of 
Toledo. 

outdoor to an e pected over- Lot behind the 
flow crowd pa ing last re- tional Bank branch from E. 

peels lo the, orld renowned 101 t lo E. 97th ·t .; Wom­
Jewish leader. 

Additional parking will b 
a ailable at It. inai Hospi­
tal. on the west side of n­
sel Rd. onl ; E. 105th t. 
1arket's lot bet'\: een E. 105th 

and 101st St. 

en·s Hospital lot, north of 

Chester v . only, and the 
verance Hall lot. 

r ic b -
tween vcrance and th~ 
Templ will b a\'ailable. 

caught !-hort 1fll' ,, nrd • from 
a totally unr. 1 l'!l'cl :our ·c·. 

Ill~ 11 .\n .Jl .' I 111ad, a 
t alk h •ion• ti 1• ~ 11u11g-. 

nwmh 'I' ol th, Tempi •. re­
lil.!io1i:,, . eh, 11I. I h· . pokl' n[ 

.le,\ i:h h r o of old1•11 
t imes. aid fhl' \\ll~s ·nd 
,, ll<' r for s ut t·Ntain .I ·w­
i:h ('lJ. to111 •. ancl .it th • rnn­
d u io11 h invit d qu • ·tions 
fro m hi pinl-.'iz cl 11. ten ·rs. 

One ch rub, wll had hr.en 
~azin rr intently at a li~ht fi.·­
turc hi 1h up in th clomc o( 
the T •mpl • . n ct u a r y, 
a k d : 

' RahlJI. ho,· <In tlu .' "•· f. 
up there to ch:rnnc th ligl t. 
bulb ,, h n il hurns out'!'' 

The .•nnd ralihi hltlllllr.• l 

an<l haw d. and . parr cl for 
t ime 

·· You know.·• h fina lly 
an \\ r cl . "l \ r oft en won­
dered about t hat my. If.' ' 



Johnson Sends 
Concf olences to 
Silver's Family 

A telegram of sympathy 
came from President Lyndon 
B. Johnson to Mrs. Abba Hil­
lel liver today. 

The text is as follow : "I 
join with all Americans in 
mourning the death of Rabbi 

bba Hillel Silver. His pul­
pit and his personal influ­
ence made him a leader in 
American thought as well as 
a ital force in world Jewry. 

'He brou 11ht distinction to 
all of the many causes which 
he served in Cleveland, in 
the nation and in the world. 
On behalf of Mrs. Johnson 
and m self I extend deep 
ympathy to you and to your 
ons.'' 

Jewish Meeting 
The Jewish Community 

Federation has re-scheduled 
its 60th annual dinner meet­
irrg for Sunday, Jan. 12, in 
the Temple. Originally set 
for tomorrow night, the 
event was postponed because 
of the death of Rabbi Abba 
Hillel Silver. 

A city-wide memorial trib-

roup Praises 
Rabbi Silver 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
"epitomized our every ideal, 
our every hope and our 
ever desire for the present 
and the future of our na-
t10n and it itizcnr . " 

This tribute was paid th 
late spiritual leader of the 
Temple in a statement by 
the . ational Conf ere nee of 
Christians and Jews in New 
York. 

'Few men have given so 
much of them elves to so 
many," the statement said, 
adding, ''The world was his 
congregation." 

ute to Rabbi Silver i being 
planned for January by the 
federation. 

All health a n d physical 
education activities of Jew­
ish Community Center will 
be canceled between 11 a. m. 
and 1 p. m. tomorrow, be­
cause of the funeral of Rabbi 
Silver. 



THE PLAIN DEALER, MONDAY, DECEMBER 2, lie! 

The coffin of Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver JS carried from The Temple. 
Pl al Photo ( tanm I. G II > 

4,000 Attend Rabb Silve Rites 

Rabbi Silver, Leader of Zionism, 
Is Eulogized as 'Natural Hero' 
By GEORGE J. B Rl\lA ers and, in their o n p cial 1 Hall d p ak-

Wh g t bb
. a r member d thi man. 

enever a rea ra 1 

dies those of the J e ish faith HI PRE 
say, "He has bequeathed us here alwa ,, aid 
the heritage of life." Frank J. Lausche, D-O. ing ilv r Park. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver of :' 0 one will replace ou ' 
said Dr. Emanuel eumann 

The Temple, servant of the of ew York p r on 

d the 
her 

o in 
fac-

Lord, teacher and friend • nthon J . C 1 br zze 
w h o s e words and ideals "What we witnes ed a a seer tar of h alth duca­

spread in a radiance from natural hero," said Rabbi ol- tion and w lfare • Isr~ I am­

here lo beyond the seas, was omon B. reehof of Pitts- ba ador to the nit d tate 

laid to re t ye terday and burgh. vraham Harman· r . Lau-

what he bequeathed was not The a th eulogi in ch and Ma or and Mr . 

only life but a courage and the hour-Ion r ice for Ralph . L h r. Ri hard 

a name already written in the Rabbi ilv r lead r in orld Tu k r o 1e ork tro­

hi tory of his generation. Zioni m and a mi ht r ligi- politan p r ompan t nor. 

Under the great Byzantine ou figure for almo t half a an t~ traditional H br w 

dome of The Temple with the centur who died at Lake id m onal pra er at th clo • 

pale light from the sky and Ho pit a 1 o n Thank gi ing f!-· Lau ch r cal~ed . that 

the golden lamps joining to Day. He wa 70. h fir . heard Rabbi dv r 

cast a warm reflection on the Every seat in The Temple at the 1ty Club 40 ar ago 

bronze coffin before the main was filled as the funeral erv- "and to me he became a 

altar, more than 4,000 persons ice began. Other crowded in- model. ' 

li8tened to eulogies and pra - to Luntz Auditorium and the 



EUMANN, c airman friend, my comra e, my 
of the American section of the teacher, my leader. Farewell, 

"Rabbi Silver, to me ra- Jewi h Agency for Israel, dear friend, dear master. 
diated justice, strength, trust head of the Theodore Herzl May the prayers of all Israel 
and isdom and the struggle Institute of ew York and accompany you to eternal 
for peace throughout the one of the world's leading rest." 
world " he said. He had a ZioiTlsts said that ' at a mo- After the service, Dr. eu­
glow of inner radianc . He ment like this, one stands mann felt faint and wa 
was tenderly mere if ul but sp echle s." helped from The Temple. 
realistic, firm but just in the 'His was the voice that , RABBI I L VER 
condemnation of roµg. He called us to action," said Dr. . . . ,, ~s 
respected ideas and words, eumann, speaking of the late prim~y a rabbi, . said 
but he realized ideas meant rabbi's Zionist role, which he R 8 b b 1. Freehof, p~omment 
nothing unless translated into took up many years back. fleader ibnb_tbeteAmehnlcan red-

alit ,, , Th th ...... 1: t orm ra · ma , sc oar an 
re" Y· . 0 e wer~ _e wuor~e • life-long friend. "Whatever 

I ha e lot a long-tune ~ble days. Thi~ ~w~g else he did in the world was 
firends. The world ha lost a figure has left his mdelible an outgrowth of his rabbinical 
great leader. When the trum- mark _not only upon ~s ideals. 
pet blew, Rabbi Silver was generati~n but upon the his- " 
ready. His orks ill Ii e with tory of his people. When he spoke, h spoke 
us," he said. 'He wa my boyhood to a Pu r Pose; when he 

stop~ he was silent. Abba 
was a emarkable preacher. 
It wasn t his eloquence. Elo­
quence a on1 ., the ehicle 
for his thought. He wa a 
fighter for a cau e. He poke 
for a cau e and not against 
people. Hate as never in­
volved. He was a natural 
hero." 

Rabbi Freehof is affiliated 
with the Rodeph Sholom Con­
gregation of Pittsburgh. 

The only decoration at the 
casket was a pair of candles 
on tall standards, which stood 
at either end. In the first row 
of pews was the family of the 
late rabbi including his wife 
Mrs. Virginia H. Sih er and 
his sons, Rabbi Daniel J. Sil­
ver and Raphael D. Silver. 

OPE I G PRAYER at the 
service was by Rabbi Leon 
I. Feuer of Toledo, formerly 
an assistant at The Temple. 
The psalms were read by 
Rabbi Arthur J. Lelyveld of 
Fairmount Temple. Closing 
prayers were said by Rabbi 
M i 1 t o n M. Matz. of The 
Temple. 

Special music for the ser • 
ice was written by Klaus 
George Roy director of pub­
lications of the C 1 e v e I a n d 
Orchestra and composer. The 
organi t at The Temple 
David Gooding who al o i 
musical director there played 
some of his own music. 

When the service ended, the 
fun er a 1 procession went to 
Mayfield Cemetery, w her 
Rabbi Feuer read the mourn­
er's kaddish (prayer). 

As Rabbi Freebof said, a 
great life has ended and a 
great memory now begins. 
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Citizen of World, 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver was in a very real 

sense a citizen of the world, and the world 
is mourning his tragic and untimely death. 

Endowed with a powerful intellect, a com­
manding personality and oratorical mastery, 
and prominent as a leader, he was a dynamo 
of energy. His tremendous integrity and his 
compassionate humanity earned for him the 
respect and affection of all who came in con­
tact with him. He was a warm-hearted, vig­
orous, keen-witted and loveable man, who 
gave infinitely more than he received and 
who has left behind an inspiring legacy of 
humanitarian accomplishment. 

To those who enjoyed the rare privilege of 
association with him, there will ever abide 
the previous memory, not alone of the work 
of a great spiritual leader, but of companion­
ship with a beautiful spirit-an extraordinary 
composite of grace and power. 

ALFRED A. BENESCH, Citizens Bldg. 

More Praise for Silver 
Rabbi Silver was an interesting speaker 

and a man capable of thinking beyond the 
confines of his own group. He had a sense 
of fairness, as well as a sense of humor plus 
tire dignity and spiritual depth equal to his 
calling. 

It is significant that he passed away on 
Thanksgiving, for himself as a person, and 
also to those who looked to him for leader­
ship. 

MISS ELIZABETH ASKUE (a Protestant), 
1620 Oakmont Rd., South Euclid 



SUN-PRESS-1st Section 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver de ~cribed at hi 70th anniversar. celebration a a 

"giani of our time ' for hi role in haping international national and · local af­

. fairs pau ed in a bu y day la ·t January before hi ~ birthda to giv an interview 

to the Sun Paper and pose for thi camera portrait b Photo raph r Perr 

Cragg. 



Building Israel His Greatest 
Task, Rabbi Silver Believed 

In J nuary a • .·ed . nd gra- j ing, and the b nqu unda • 1 What Rabbi il r aid about 
ciou Rabbi bba Hill I H r vening, becau e o man. of hi I rae1 in I h int rvi \ in Janu­
r view d the 70 fruitfu ear of I fri nd and fell clerg 'men ar may well no b applied 
hi lif in n i~t 1 vie,: for the I, re t b pre ent. . . . to hi life. He aid "Probabl 

un-Pap r . With h1. u~ ual Mo t of tho am friend ' Y 
h rm h r t d hi old fri nd and · ,ellow dergym n \l •er, pr. -- 1 the greate trength of he 

Photo0 ·aph r P rry Cra g and -nt Ja t unday when funeral Sta e of I rael i the example it 
po:'"!ct for pj lure.. I rvices were held at The Tern- , erve to the rest of the world .. " 

I kn w imm diat l/ up n ple for Dr. ilver, who died ~ud- he ame can be aid 
b ;ng . a . k d \ ·hat h con ider d I d ni-, on Thank .giving Da . of Dr 
1 0 gr , le!) a compli hm nt of Rabbi , oI,omon B. Fr hof of • 

h : lif . PiU -burgh. a ela mate of Dr. •• • •••••••• •• 
''ln mr p1-h-a e life m. g ·eat- ilver at Hebr , • Union C llea,e 

. t a<' ·ompii. hm nt \ ·a· \ •in~ and a friend of man . 1 ,, ar , gav,e 
ni n<Y the go d lady who i. my a ulooy unday as he had 
\ •ife. In my public lif i \ ·a • poken vord o appr iation 
he p· rt I had in abli hing and prai e at th er ice in 

the tale of I ·ra ." ,mua ~:. 
Rabbi Ar hur J . Lel. •v Id of 
irmount T ple, who h· d 

. ented the rabhina e of 
eland at the J nua1·: rv­
r d the funeral P alm . A 
er memh r f he aff at 

e Temple, Rabbi Leon I. F u­
of Toledo, , h had taken 

t in the nni ·er uy ervice, 
·e the o,pening pra ·er at the 
era1. 



TIME, DECEMBER 6, 1963 

Died. Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 70, 
ardent Zionist, since 1917 leader of The 
Temple in Cleveland, one of the nation's 
largest Reformed Jewish congregations, 
a fifth-generation rabbi who with Rabbi 
Stephen Wise in 1943 organized the 
lobby that was instrumental in persuad­
ing Congress in 1945 to declare in favor 
of a Jewish national home, later pre­
sented the case for Palestinian parti­
tion before the U.N., in 1948 was pleased 
to see the creation of Israel itself; of a 
heart attack; in Cleveland. 



December 6, 1963 

THE JEWISH Rt VI EW AND OBSERVER 
TO THE . E. ORY OF A LEADER 

('hanuka come: this ~-ear within thP mourning pc1 iod for Rabbi 

blw Hillel ilv r, ai~cl coincid nt circumstance· give this fact the 

imprint and impact of hi. tory i self. 

The raclition of the miracle which is th ba • is of the Fea. t 

of Li!!hts found expre. sion in the per. onality of the man whom 

world J ~\\TY regards a· its giant of the ·entur:v. Lil·e the eight 

day: of light that grew out of the on da:' .. upply of oil, Rabbi 

ilv •r illumined hi· generation with many fac t of ervice, any 

one of which woulcl have be n ~uffident to merit honor and di -

tin<.:tion. Hi. contriuution::; to the ntr nchment of faith, the 

:tablishment of the tatc of fan el. the enactment of • ocial ju -

tic l gi ,Jation, the advancement of cultur and the appreciation 

of th good in humanity-all these now . tand a. monument to 

thr grent :pirit which ha. gone from our mid. t. 

Lik flag: at half-ma:t, the Chanuka light. hi year will be 

dimm cl by the grievous I s:, but every year henceforth they will 

. en· to remind u.:; not mer ly of the lfaccabean triumph but al o 

of the in-;µiration that we mu. t draw from the life and work of 

Rabbi Abba Hillel ilver. 



OVER 4,000 ATTE I L RITE 
FOR RAB I ABBA LEL SILVER 

Thou::-ard· of mourner . ineluding-, huil<lintr O\'t'I' loucls1wakt•1·:. 
ld l • I I h' • I 1 1 .\ mong· tlw manv wor an nat1 1 al , < r~ ~rnd 1µ:11 The t·ulo;..:·il' • wen• dl'lin•1 Pd ,,. >.-. p ... 

1 
, • 

\Va hington, tate and l eal olficiaL, ~:manu 1 . •vum:rnn, d1ai,·m·1ti .. ·r h" ,r. • 1 ,·,•r;.; mPmory \\"<'rt' mp·..;n, .. _ 
t I f• 1 • f' l l l • . • . nf L·n11dnl1·ne<• a, d ;.; att•nwnt: fr n at •n c unera. sen 1ee: or ?a 101 Jewi:,;h .\!.!,'l'!H·v ior J:rael -:\t11l'l'l'':tn • 

£IillPI • iln•r, 70, o1 und v , • l T • , t [' l T :\l,"lH' • han•lt, ·hai1 man of tht> .J,."·-
• c. • • <."et1on: . . . c:na r • 1 a n ~ . . . \ 

. . , l ·h : 1!' •11.·v for J-:1·:H•l · J o,.;pph Afpn•1·-

R \BBi ABBA HILLEL , ILVER 

Eulog-i •:,; lauding Dr. ilver • s a 
Jewi h I ad r, oratJr and great 
AmeL·ican, were delivered before an 

mblag of , 00 in Th , Trmple 
and at th at ~! · yfi Id 

1,f 01110 ; Ita lih1 ~olom 1in . • • . ' • • •. 

01. J>'tt l I I J' I l . hoH. g·p11c·1·al el1·t11·m·111 of tlit• l nil I'd 
l ..; ,urg· l; .lilt , 'I 1 11 . . 

-,,r· 1t -,,I 1 t . t 11. • ,JP\\1 :-h .\ppPal: \l11·aham .A. r('!ll -
11 1 on .~ . . a z. a::oe1a t' ra , n 01 

. 1,c•rg-, prP,idt•n of tlw J -ral'l Ifon l The T<·mple. Tlw .·c·r v1t'l ',· \\ •n• eon- . 
. . . Org-a111z .1ti1111 · lhh ,i hvi11!2. :\lil lt>i-

< uded l1y J!ah l11 l,pon T◄ t'llL'l' ol 10l1•- • • • 
do and Ral bi . l'thu1· .J. L •ly,•p[d o 

Fail·m unt T •mp!•. 

El :\Ioleh J 'tl· lrniin. tlw 1aditio11,I! 
pray< r fur tlw <.h·r al't<.·1I. ,·,1:-, ·lu nl(••I 
hy T itharcl Ttll·h·r. of hl' )Jp ropoli-

l·hairma 1 111' th .\mprican Zi1,ni 
('.1t111til; DI'. Lr: (•l Coltl;-;t('ill ~ lld _r, ... 
Ho:,;p E. Halpr in, <' -,·hairm<•n of hr> 
Wol'ltl FPclvl',l ion of (;p111 •1·nl Zion­
i-t ·; L:tl 1•! .\. Katz, nation:d ,n• i­
dt lit of n·nai ]fl ith. 

tan Opera Company. . I • 1 frn111 I >t•\\'1-;v 1 ). ~•tun , and 
:\fe ·:ag-<•s of t·ondolt•n<.·t' Wl'l'l' 1· '- (;1, tlit 11 Ila111nwr, natincnl eha;rm·rn 

<:eivNl fr m Pre ·id,•nt Zn!man "rnzar :t"d ·c• -r1•hr:,- of th, prii~1•d I ·i·m,] 
f I l'a l· 1:ra •!': I rime . 1i 11i:--t<·r, \pp •al; . i1 ... ~·i,•g·fi•ipd Krclfn•u· 'y, 

,l : m ,ml11•r:; • 1 ·,• ion· l pre ·irl, 11t or Hada · ;.;:di: .. l'l -

Cabinet; ~ 1 I h.·adl'n of I . r;. l': po i- 11 '. II. });1111 ,·. pre·id1•nt of ti,<.' Am,- 1-

tical pa1 tie:, left eenler and rb.i;ht. .·a 1 ,h wi ·h L . • 'It• I' 1 
Dr . ., ·ahum Goldmann, prrsidPnt r.f Alllt'I it·an T,• ·hnion . ·,wi •ty; 

th \Vol'ld Zion i t rganizatio1 , F1·i<•nd of tlw 
hailed DJ'. Siker as "a great Am ri­
c-an and a great Jew.'' 

The pa 111 an· 1·:-- wt·n•: 
Krohng-old, llax Eisn •1· LN 
mark, Ethvatd 0. F ti dnrnn. '\Yilli~m 
Bassiehi::-., A. l\L Luntz, idn, y 
liYcitz. , .:rn • Alfr •rl A. Bt•nc. t.:11. 

T h hon rary palibearers indud d 
Anthony •l ·hi' ·zzt•, , ec1 etary of 
Health, Erlucation and \\\•ll'a r(c'; Dr. 

C metery. )Jany thou::-and', unahll' to T. Keith Glennan, pre:ident of a ·c 
the ove1·cro,_vd d syn~gogu '· i Jn:-tiwt. of Tec:hnolo_gy ; ])r. , 'el ·on 

the . (lrv1ec ou tsHle t h•' 1 GluL•c:·\ pl'f':id •nt of the Ilt•lir<.•w t 11-

ion olle,!!.'e-J<•wi:h In:titut" of Rcli-
1,rion ; Amln;-;:: ador A vrnham Jh1·man. 
I. racl'. envy to ,vashingt:rn; :\Iayor 
Ralph .J. Lo ·he 1· : Dr. John .' . ~Jilli :, 
prc: idc11t cf ,r •-;t<'l'n H, ·c1 v • ni­
vc·r ity; Rahhi Earl ton<.• , I ablii J u­
liu: ~ 'ode] abl•i J ay Kaufman .. l1l 

other pron in n rah hi: . 
l:o Rabbi l\fo:x 1 ru •. haum of Jlol­

Jywood. p1 e:.ident of the z· oni ·t r­
of Arn •rica; D r . J o:cph J . 
. ccutivc vie<' Jll'C ·id nt i 

I ·iael Bond rganizalion • Lou i • 
eltzer <'dit r of the Cleveland 

i1, clitor-publi 
lcveland Plain Deal r · 

1·, pr ident of the J t>wi: h 
Fund of merit-a ; Harry L. 

hapiro, repre enting th nitc>d 
J e, i ·h Appeal; Dr. J. T ichman, 1· p­
re nting th Li beral Party of Israel 
a · well a , the xecutiv cou cil f 
Kfar ilv 'l' an I -rael ou h 

bba Hillel 
fork. x ve 

the Z Or aniz of 
on of Y o ", 
a than Dau by. 



Jin 
, 

emortam 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
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A TRIBUTE 1'0 

RABBI ABBA 

HILLEL SILVER 

H, Rabbi amuel l\l .• ih-er, 
For~ r A i. tant I bhi, u lid 

\ v<.'nu Temple and Pr . ntly 

. piritual Ll'ad r <•f T mple 
.. inai . .'tam ford, 'onn. 

ln column I wr 

.J e ,·bh Re, and '('l', 

that th a Hi 

La t . ummer h appear d in all hi.: 

glory at th<.' national gath ring of h 

R form rabhi . J oining hi con em­

porary and la: ~ma , Rabbi olomon 

Fr ehof of Pitt. burgh. in an infor­

mal but inf rmativ coll quy he old 

hi colleague in the ntral 

1•nc of m rican Rahbi • tha 

~ard •d hi. great c chi ve 
· • ,av' towa th forn n o 

e of I rae • 10n-

ly appiaud 
,,. id wh(•n 

a:I· d f 

dial : gue Dr. . ilv r 

pla. ·eu a 1uali y which :om, of 

li · ener • found :urp •• • • 

a man. ne kn 1 

civil 

·ome ah ant. v r po in t 

In other W\ rd , I a ·k •d hu , •• t f •w did1 

privil g of joining th• world t .-a- th t the 

lut D1. ilv •r n hi· 7 th birthday. th , 'a: e 

... •ow, ala , w a1·, all alutin him fo d aitl 

ag-ain-in r tr~ ·p ct. pr Ill' wa::. 

Le th, n a w k fter th 
tyrdom f Pre ident K nnedy of th ,. ·t congregation. 

h • rt$ w •r furth >r dented 1,y .,h world, of th lar foll 

m val of th r •at Tribun of in the "·orld on• o 1 ic:l 

1wopl . of aceompli:hm n in hi- ry. 

Ju ·ta.- w find it difficul to b li v • rn the v : lume whirh hon r him on 

th t P1e·id n i · n hi:-- 7 th birthday the leadin,. 
ive in of our ime paid homa~e t him. 

ln the f ·tivitic.- ~ in c nn c:tion wit;1 

e, om -
r faith, 

ly n tu 
im. 

hi birthda. th(• fon•mo 
and opinion-molder 
Ju •cl him. 

Yet, in that dialogue, thi • ti 

• e.·hi admiration and h 
in th , nee r. Fr 
rnde ar th~ look cl u 
a: ·mate he ·au. hi pro 

ker and eh l, 1•. And in 
a 1 1e ·tion he ad mitt cl 
f mi tak • in the (·ou1· 
I'. 

ilvC'r ould admit t w ak­

ne : we er ain y can. nd n that 

we tan admit to, in th wake of ou • 

olo • ·al lo··, i- that we did no h ed 

him .-utfici ntly in hi· importuniti 

to u to enjoy our J wi.:;hne .. , to 

i(•, rn more ahout our faith and to 

, land up bravely for <.·ru ial c, u e , 

·uth a· th ' right. f our peopl the 

1 ight: of the tatc of I rae!, th" 

right of the downtrodd n. 

We lo t him n Thank,givin Day, 

whi ·h f •11 on . r v. 2 . Let ur t ars 

mingle with ur ppr ·iation to o<l 

for th o-ift vf hi • ~ lo t him 

ll 
:1 le 

for anniv r-
e ment of 

of I 
v ml 
r· 

;va- mor re-

Y he natio 
• an in n h 1·epubli 

ilv r. Hi· n and hi 

tory were the deciding- factor in 

enifying-ly cl s de i ·ion. 

\ hall honor him her by 

lating that which wa t in 

r: learnin , lo an 
1 fear le· • cham p of 
of Judai:m and •quity. , e 

that hi wif aw -0 many I 
accord d • that hi on 

. ta~1d • in hi d pulpit, that 
n ly ha h . much l 

fluence, hat hi · ocmm 
• d uc.:h r fleet d o-} r 
hi fame, that hi life 
• with memorahl de d: 
of hi· dream- '\ re fulfill 
i • work xcellently. Hi- ] 
: de· th-~hall ng, u. t 



I 

THE OBSERVER 
bv I RAEL TA "' LITT 

lfEffE .\FTEH FOH .\ LE.\DER 

ln a g·enl•ration n t cit ,•oh! of 
gl'(•at men Rahbi Abba Hilk) SilY1•1· and l' l'I' ·l1•d tu 1wrpl'tt1·1t, , his nani.• 
aehievc•d eminenee a,; uniqu • as it i • .in I d1•, ck Thi .· i, as it ·h1111 d l,1•, fol' 

ignificant. For C'VC'n now that he is 1t is a d!' -:i r< • of man' h1•a1 t, pr<·· 
gon he 1·emain,; indi ·1wn:al Ir to th ""n·1• that t1•,-tin10ny "hi, h 1•1HI ,w. 
future of hi p oplc, tlw Jewi ,;h rom- !aim with :-land.ml and ,:tatun•. Tl ,, " 
munity worldwide and .-perifkall>· in 1,w1111Jrial,; mti-,t 11ot 1 ... nwn .,y111h<1! •. 
this land. T l11• y must lw a ld1• lo l'Htt·~- furw·,J"I 

To umlPrstantl this ,,·aluation on<' 
mu ·t con,:idcl' one• of llw ehit•f tau ·1•:-­

l]]l' t•,,.;1•111·1• ol" till' man lo till' (!Plll'l"l-

( iun,.; I hat wi ll follow, lo mold lht i.· 
for the depletion f ront nl within , h,1ra1·tPr and 1·11ham·1· thPit· fortitudl•. 
J ewi h life today. For lht· youn~ 111•opll' of 11111· n•li1.do11 

Thi · cau r i.- the diminution o[ Ju- -:l houl, , in tlwir ,tudy of llii • u•11tur: . 
I dai:111 a;; a working faith, not in the \\\' 111:g-ht pro,·id1· a hi ·t111y k\t, ".\ l,. 

sen e of tradition lo:ing g-J'Ound to ha Jli ll,·1 Si ln• r- Lif1• or a l.1 adel'," 
liberalism, hut in that within holh unfolding- lht· story of 0111· tinH'S a 
camp rrlig-ious faith is Lecoming- le• :~ in ·pin•d h>· a gn•at ll'aelwr, who ·c 
of a creative force and dcei.-iYc in- g-1•niu, ene11m1rn:.;st•d hoth till' hroacl 
fluence, perhap • h cause, in thP ex- hori,:011,; whk h he .-laked out f, r tht 
tension of the church- tate concept in ,;j•iritua) <'XJll'ricn<·e of man a,; well a, 
our ocicty to the thinking of the in- llw in: rnnwntalily of hi s own hl'ing. 
dividual, religion is bein~ relegat tl to ,\·h il'h g-uw thi.- t'XJH'l'i1•n<·l' direction, 
thr abstract realm of th spirit. t•x,unpll' love and hope. 

But like thr ma:ter: of thr .-pirit I Ii .· is the ll's,;on of liv111g- Judai:111 
of ancient Israel, Ral bi ilver he- d whieh tlw prnpht•ts spoke•. His i:a 
Jievrd that the place of the pulpit is Uw Jc.-:on whic-h w • must impart to 
in the market, where the id als of out· childn•n. This is the hercafl1•1 
ocial ju tice are under con ·tant cha]- whieh we, the privileg-ed g-cnPration 

Jeng by the ncroachment of the tan be-.t w on Rahhi A hlia llillt•l Sil­
jungle. He held that the opportunity \'er, and therein will hi, memory h<• 

:, trivt• for social justiee is g-ranh-il forevt•r bk · ,;('(I. 

to man not only to hold out hope f r 
life' travail, but that it i.- thP rol 
of religious faith to in. truet ma'l 
how to make the most of this opp ~r­
tunity, l\1ore than any elergyman in 
his g·eneration Rabhi Silver g-aYC thi;, 
concept hoth form and :uh lance. On 
loeal, national and global level:; he 
exemplified thi • fu:ion of faith and 
function, as it tand prnmu]gated in 
the T rah which h<• lon•d ,;o deeply 
and whose universal vision he applied 
. o consi ·tently to th<' prohkms h set­
ting his generation . His i the exam­
ple, therrfore, which hi.- people mu . t 
pt· serve, conrrctize and build into the 
futur<' . 



T H E J·E W I S H I N D E P E N D E NT 
CLEVELAND, OHIO, FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6, 1963 

IN HIS PASSING 
Many years before the eventful half hour in which his 

clear voice sounded a plea for justice that moved the United 
Nations to action for statehood for Israel, Rabbi Abba Hillel 
Silver had won world-wide recognition as a Jewish leader, 
atrong, forceful and brave. 

His death has brought even fuller realization of the 
power which through the years, has charted the way for 
many, uncertain in their course and seeking his guiding 
hand. 

The cause of Israel statehood in the years of his early 
manhood, had turned his ability to Zionism and the power 
of his genius for organization was manifested by his zeal 
for the expansion of Zionist influence. 

It was in the first period of the advance of Hitlerism in 
Germany that he recognized the menace long before the 
Western powers had determined to wage war on a Germany 
engaged in a Europe-wide massacre of Jews as an opening 
chapter of an assault on democ1·acy and its seizure of world­
wide mastery. England, with its insistence on a policy of 
doing nothing that would antagonize Hitler came to the 
minds of all of Rabbi Silver's hearer at a sunrise gather­
ing in Gordon Park many years ago at the statue of Com­
modore Oliver Hazard Perry, when as speaker, he warned 
in reference to Britain's attitude: "Appeasement does not 
mean peace." 

A constructive, resourceful guide in many field , includ­
ing the area of public policy, his duties as piritual lead­
er of the Temple from the year 1917 to the hour of his death 
were close to his heart. 

In his passing, Jews of America have lo t a devoted 
apokesman; the Nation, a far-seeing exponent of democra­
tic teachings; humanity, a lover of all its inherent goodne s, 
its striving for world ju tice and its undying trust in the 
final dawn of an age of uni versa} peace. 



~h:.usan~s Attend Funeral Services For Rabbi Silver Mourning 
!ho~°!!!'~r ~!!~r ~n!1~!' Who Died Nov. 28 Following H~art Attack 

ing world and na ional le~der of His first congre ation wa the 
the ~ioni t mo ment and high E?ff Street Tempi a Wheeling, 
Washmg on, tate and lo al offi- \\: .Va. In 1917, he cam here as 
cial , attend . funeral ervice p~ritu_al leader of the Temple in : 
Sunda. fo · Rabbi Abba Hi.Hel il- this city. In World War I, he 
ve1-. Zioni leader, who di d on erved as a chaplain in the u. • 
Thank givin Da , from a heart Army in Franc , and lat r c iv-
attack at the age of 70. ed a high decora ion for hi ser _ 

Eulogie lauding Dr. Silver a ice from the French Go rnment. 
a Jewish J.eader, g~eat orator and Rabbi Sil er, building hi con-
great American. w r deli ered gregation in C ev and to on of 
before a hu h d a embl ge of t~e o~tstanding r Jigiou in i u-
2,500 in the T mpl in which he hons m the country. with a m m-
erved a rabbi for man ber hip of mo1·e th n 2,500 fami-

and at the gra e. ide at a field lies, atttacted wide a ention rl 
Ccm r ·. Many thou. and , u·nable ·n ~i mini try through hi the _ 
to uet in to he ercro\ ded logtcal writing, hi vigorou anu 
gogu . li. ten d to th r ices out- powerful o atory, and hi ad · ca , 
side th building o,·er loud p aker . of ci ii rights, the right of labor. 

The eulo ie. ·ere delh:ered b and his activi ie toward ending 1 

D1·. Emanu J eumann, chairman unemployment. 
of th J wl h Agenc t'Tnn':::T':""'""'tr---ir--"'"-..-,.----_J Meanwhile, he had be ome one 
American ection; .S. enator ppea. r. . e1c man, repre- of America's mo t imp ioned and 
Frank J. Lau. che, of Ohio; Rabbi senting the Liberal Party of I ra- mo~t effective poke men for the 
Solomon Freehof, of Pitt burgh; el as well as the executive council :ebirth 

0
.f the J wi h Homeland 

and Rabbi Milton M. Ma . z, a . 
0

. of Kfar Silver, an Israel youth 10 Palestine. He wa chairman of 
ciate r bbi of the Temple. The settlement named after Abba Hil- the American Zioni t Em rgenc 
er ice \: ere conducted b Rabbi lei Silver· Dr. Sidney Marks ex- Council in 1933-34 and again from 

Leon Feuer, of Toledo; and Rabbi ecu~ive director of th Zioni ' Or-
194? to. 1948. Durin he lat er 

Arthur J. Lel eld, of Fairmoun g,~.mzaUon of America; Harold i P_eriod. he was on of the 1 ading 
Temple. Cle eland. 1 Moleh Rach• Mannon ,of' New York; and many 1

' ~ighters_ for world Zioni m at the 
min, the traditional prayer for the prominent rabbis from various new Uruted Nations, and was one 
departed, was chanted by Richard clties.. - ~f the most promin nt participants 
Tucker, of the Metmpolitan Opera I Among the many tributes- P id m 

th
c U d.ebates that led to the 

_ompan . 1 to Dr . . Silver''s memory were mes- 11 ~N 5 
.. adopt10n . of the Pales tin 

Me age of condolence were r _ sages of condo,Jence ands atements - arbtlon Plan m 1947 • 
. eived from Pre ident Zalman ha- laudatory of his lo.n.g ,career as He had ~ls~ served as pre iden 
ZaI of I rael; I ra I' Prime fin• rabbi, Zlonlst, Jew and American; of ~e . z,on~st Organization of 
1ster, Le i Eshkol; members of I from Moshe Sharett, chairman ,o,f America,. chairman o{ the Amer·­
Israel's abine ; and leader of the Jewish Agency for I rael • Jos• can Section of the then Jewi h 
Israel' political partie , left, cen- eph Meyerhoff, general chalrman Agency for ~ales tine in 1946-48; 
ter and right. Dr. rahum Gold- , of the United Jewish Appeal; At). ao

d 
_as co-chairman of the United 

mann, pre 'dent of the World Zion- raham A. Feinbergt pre ident of Jewish :Appeal. At hi death he 
ist Organization, hailed Dr. ilver the I rael Bond Organization. was chairman of the board of gov­
as "an out ·tanding voice of Ameri- Rabbi Irving Miller, chairman of crn_ors of the Israel Bond Organi-
can Jewry-a great American and the American Zionist Council. Dr. zation. 
a great Jew.,. , Israel Goldstein and Mr . Ros E. He had been president of the 

The honorar pallb arer includ- Halprin, co-chairman of the World Central Conference of American 
ed ci , ic and communal leader , Federation of General Zioni ts; the I Ra~bis; director of the Am rican 
non-Jewi h and Jewi h, Zioni t World Union of General Zioni t ; Friends of the Hebrew Univer ity; 
and non-Zioni .t. Among hem were the world executive of the H rut- member of the board of tru ee 
Anthony Celebrezze Secretary of Hatzoar movement in I rael ; the of . the American Civil Libertie 
Health, Education and Welfare· I executive committee of the Zion- Umon; and active in the !eve• 
Dr. T. Keith Glennan, pr sident of ists-Revisionists in America. Label land Bu_reau of Jewish Education; 

i Ca e In Utut of Tecbnolog , here; A. Katz, national president of he Jewish Welfare Federation and 
Dr. el on Glueck, president of I B'nai B•rith. the Jewish Community Federation 
the Hebrew Union CoUege-Jewi h Abba Hillel Silver was born in f Cleveland: the Jewi h Ac· demy 
In titute of Reli ion; Amb ador the Lithuanian town of ei tadt ,f Arts and Sciences; the Jewi h 
A raham Harman, Israel's en oy the son of Rabbi Moses Sil er. H~ ublicatlon Society; the Council 
to Washington; Clevel8.)!d Ma or was of the fifth generation of of Jewish Federation and Wei­
Ralph J. Locher; Dr. John S. Mill• rabbis in his family-and one of :,re Funds; the Council of Democ­
ist president of Western Reserve his sons. Daniel is also a rabbi. racy; the American Birth Control 
University. Young Abba Silver was brought ,eague; the American Red Cro • 

.Also Rabbi Max Nussbaum, of by his parents to the United States and a member of the board of gov­
Hollywood, president of the Zion• at the age of eight, and grew up ernors of the Hebrew Union Col-
lit ,Organization of America; Dr. on New York's lower East Side. Jege. 
Joaeph J. Schwartz, executive vice- He studied at the University of Ra.bbl Silver was honor d at 
president of the Israel Bond Or• Cincinnati and at the Hebrew many outstanding event during 
ganlzatlon: Max Bressler, presi- Union College, being ordamed a the last year upon reaching the 
dent of the Jewish National Fund Reform rabbi at HUC In 1915. age of 70. 

of America: Harry L. Shapiro, 
repr•111tlns tbe United Jewish 



Flags Are Lowered 
At Klar Silver 

In Israel 
Jerusalem, Dec. 1, (JTA)-The 

sudden death of Dr. Abba Hillel 
Sil er in Cleveland, came as a 
shock to many in Israel, who con­
sider the late Zioni t leader as 
one of the mo t out tanding fig­
urt" in merican life. At Kfar 
Sil er, the youth •illage near A h­
kelon, named after the American 
Zioni t leader. 10 . ear ago, flags 
were flown at half-ma t. A con­
dolence book wa opened in the 

illag~ Hall, and many thou ands 
of I raeli came to ign their 
name in the book. The village de­
c1ared a week of mourning. 

I rael's Liberal Party held a 
special memorial ervice in honor 
of the late Rabbi Silver. The en­
tire I raeli pre~ carried long ar­
ticles expressing appreciatioo of 
Dr. Silver' career. At ZOA House 
in Tel A iv, which already had 
its Israeli and American flags at 
half-mast in tribute to the late 
President Kennedy, Wµters were 
lowered and then r~d again to 
half-mast in honor of Dr. Silver. 
Inside ZOA House, r • .rge portrait 
of Rabbi Silver was hanged, draped 
in black and flanked by candles. 

Israel's highest Government of­
ficials today voiced highest praises 
for the personality and career of 
Rabbi Silver. President Zalman 
Shazar, in a telegram to Mrs. Sil­
ver, spoke of the deceased as 
"this great figure in American 
Jewry," whom he viewed as "the 
most esteemed and illustrious of 
the piritual and political leaders 
of America's Zionist movement." 

Messages of condolence to Mrs 
Silver were also cabled by Prim~ 
Minister Levi Eshkol, Deputy Pre-
mier Abba Eban, and Moshe Sha­
rett, chairman of the Jewish 
Agency who s id that the World 
Zioni t Executive "deeply laments" 
the passing of Dr. Silver who was 
"a moSt dynamic and powerful 
figure" in the world Zionist move­
ment. 

Tribute To M1m1ry Of Rabbi 
Silver Paid By M, E, Glass, 

President Of Federation 
Following i the tatement made 

by .M. E. Gla , pre ident of the 
Jewi h Comrnunit Federation, on 
the death of Dr. Abba Hillel Sil-

bba HilJel Sil er was 
a national figure and a \! orld 
figure, but Cleveland wa hi home 
an~ it is here he will be most 
poignantly missed. 

"The Jewi h community 
Cleveland and it Federation are 
particularly bereft, for there is no 
pha of our communal life that 
h cUd not imm'" 'l 1·ably nri<'h. 
For more than four , decade , he 
not only taught and in pired us 
but by accepting many po t of 
re pon ibility, he rlemon trated 
through deed as well as words 
the importance of community ob­
ligation. 
. "We were ble ed to have, him 
m_ our mids~, and the mo t fitting 
tribute to hun \ ould be a rededi­
cation to tho e, Jewish and Ameri­
can ideals which he o f earl ly 
and in piringly represente . ' 

Hlstadrut lvrlt M11tl11 
To Honor M1111ory Of 

Rabbi I, H. Silver 
The next scheduled all-Hebrew 

meeting of the Cleveland Chapter 
of Histadrut Ivrit of America 
which will take place Sunday eve: 
ning, Dec. 8, at 8 o'clock at the 
Bureau of Jewish Education 
building, 2030 South Taylor Road. 
will have a two-fold program. 

The first part will be dedicated 
to the memory of Rabbi Abba 
Hillel Silver, who had a life-long 
interest in the renaissance of the 
Hebrew language. Rabbi Israel 
Porath, honorary president of 
Histadrut Ivrit, will deliver the 
eulogy; Cantor Isaac Goodfriend 
of Community Temple, will chant 
the Memorial prayer and Y osef 
Levi, di.rector of B'nai Akiva, will 
read selections. 



THE PLAIN DEALER, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8, 1963 

COMMUNITY RELATIONS 

Rabbi Abba Silver, Crusader for Justice 
By REY L. GILLESPIE world affairs we are ur- community and honor d a; Dr. Tay 10 r said: "Rabbi 

The death of Rabbi Abba rounded b_y fello:,,v American_s such. Abba Hillel ilver was the 
Hillel Silver of The Temple wh_o are filled ~1~h rac_e preJ- "He spoke with unparallel d greatest man in any profes­
removed from the ranks of ud1ce and religious mt~l r- eff ecti eness for justice and sion whom I have had the 
our religious _lea?ers a g~eat ~ce. L~t ~o one be dece1v~d for human brotherhood. Hi , privilege of knowing as a 
crusader for Justice at a time into b~lievmg that the social wisdom his eloquence and his close personal friend. ot 
when the world is filled with !>ehav1or o_f our young p~ople commanding dignity all had only did we enjoy and ap-
hatred and_ fea~. 1s not bemg strongly mflu- the qual~ty of greatne s. In preciate per onally the priv-

Some histon- enced by these persons. th~ pulpit _he had bot~ _the ilege of being fellow leaders 
~ no ~ o u b t THE CH RCH or syna- mien and wisdom of a b1blica of two major religious insti-
~ill descnb~ the 4 :___,~ ,m gogue, beyond all else, must prophet. W~ ~r~ all of ~s tutions in metropolitan Cleve-
life and achieve: . be considered a place of edu- somew?at dim1mshed by his land, and more especially in 
m_ents of Rabbi : cation in the practice of hu- death. the University Circle commu-
~ i l v er for he man relations. Our religious D R • K E N N E TH W . nity, but we led our congrega-
lived throug~ a . . leaders must set the pace in CLEMENT had some warm tions into a rich fellowship in 
!urbulent ~enod ,. the public acceptance of th words of praise for Rabbi il- common spiritual heritage. 
m t~e history t ability of all people to work ver._ He is the president of the "This was typical of Rabbi 
~f his Pe o P 1 e . together and achieve their ational Medical Association, Silver's irenic, inclusive spirit. 
m Europe and AEY L, GILLESPIE potentials as individuals. pa t president of the Cleve- He never compromised his in­
beca~e one of the _great lead- MY GREAT R PECT fo land Baptist Association and tegrity as a strong and faith­
ers m the establishment of . . b h ~ a vice president of the Cleve- ful Jewish leader, but his 
Israel as a home I and for Rabbi Silver has een ~ arteh land AACP heart was great enough to re-
th by many other men ID e • . 

em. service of God. Here is a Dr. Clement said: "There spe~t and appreciate the 
F~r ~~y years I accepted statement by Rabbi Arthur J. are. few ;Nays tha_t men can he,~1tage of_ others.. . 

an mvitation from a fello~ Lei eld of Fairmount Tern- ach_ieve immortality. Extra- In public Ra~b1_ ilver ap­
member of the Churchman s le yvwho served as co-chair- o~dm~ry concern for man- pea~ed as a maJestic pr~phet­
League to atte~d the annua1 ~~ of the membership drive kind 1s demonstrate d by 1c f1g_ure, an~. so he was m the 
Brotherhood Dmner at_ The of the Clieveland Branch of countless acts of benevolence classic tradition of our ~om­
Templ~. On these ~cas1ons I the ational Association for -d~fense of the weak, pro- mon Old Testament faith­
had the opportumty to ~alk the Advancement of Colored tectlon of the poor or con- one who speaks ~earlessly f~r 
briefly about race relations 1 . summate and self-sacrificing God and clearly interprets His 
with Rabbi Silver and to meet pe,ophe. . tat t. th devotion to one's own coun- will to man. 

b f th 'T ere 1s a s emen m e . . . 
s:~:nm~i:; :::; e~t~ongre- Ta Im ud that tells us that try; or m m~a~~ful ~urs~it "IN PRIVATE fellowship he 
g ti gu • when a great sage passes of great pnncipieS, JUStlce appeared as a strong but 

ONE STATEMENT he made away everyone in his kins- andl freedom, that lead to warm and gentle companion 
to me impressed me strongly. man, for everyone is directly ~°; d peace and under5tand• who loved to join in the com­
It was: "The history of op- bereaved in his passing. When m • . mon quest for truth. Others 
pression is an old and ugly we say that everyone is ex- "It 18 en~ugh that men . better qualified than 1 will 
one. Even the concomitants pendable we are simply stat- stand ap~rt m on~ of t~ese, I as ess his greatness as a 
of religion and its moral val- ing an untruth, for men of b~t ~abb1 Abba _Hillel Silver spiritual and political leader, 
ues have failed to create a wisdom and dedication are will live forever m the hearts but I shall think of him al­
society of brotherhood. irreplaceable. of countless millions because ways as my dear friend and 

The statement made me "Abba Hillel Silver was such he" excelled in all these. comrade and hope that a 
wonder how the institution of a man. He was a towering fig- He wall~ . t h el tdoremost portion of his mantle may rest 

• li H t nl ld among re gious ea ers of 
slavery was ever given re - ure. e was no o Y a wor th ld t b . thi upon my shoulders. 

• t· • thi t 1 d h h d th • e wor o rmg great e • 
g1ous sane 10n m s coun ry. ea er w o s ore up e sprr- 1 d al . t· t "As I stood praying in The 
For as a freedom-loving na- its of the Jewish people dur- ca an 1;11or convi~ ion o 
tion with a national creed of ing the years of the Nazi de- th8 .. solution of social . and Temple for a few moments 
"In God We Trust" it would struction and was their trib- J>OHtlcal p~oblems of our tim~. before the altar and the cof­
seem to have been a damn- une and spokesman in their In cr~sis or normalcy, h_is !in of Rabbi Silver, I exper­
able way of life. struggle to establish the Jew- was a life_ of to~al com~t- 1enced a de~p sen_se of_ person-

Even today when our na- ish state in Palestine, but he ment to improymg society al commuruon wit~ hu~., and 
tion has become a leader in was also a prophet in his own t~~ugh ~rsonalm~olvement. I found myself saymg, Good­

He will be nussed, but by dear and great friend. Be 
f tt 

,, , 
never or o en. with God the Father of all 

HERE IS ANOTHER fine our spirits.' 
statement from the Rev. Dr. "He was a wondrous wo,:k 
Harry B. Taylor, pastor of the of God and a mi ht worker 
Church of the Covenant. We for God in our time for whom 
have served together for we ·ve rofound thanks." 
many years on the board of 
world-famous Karamu House. 



THE PLAIN DEALER 

DECEMBER 9, 1963 

College Chief 

From Jerusalem 

Praises Silver 
The president of Jerusalem's 

Hebrew University, Dr. Eliahu 
Elath, opened his guest ser­
mon ~t The_ Temple yesterday 
morning with a brief eulogy 
to the congregation's late 
leader, Rabbi Abba Hillel Sil­
ver. 

Dr. Elath, former Israeli 
a m b a s s a do r both to the 
United States and Great Brit­
ain, ~ited the lat~ rabbi's k~y 
role m the foundmg of his na­
tion. 

The major portion of Dr. 
Elath's address was devoted 
to an outline of his univer­
sity's growth. 

"The thirst for higher edu­
cation and, even more, the 
need for higher education in 
Isr~el are as strong, as com­
pellmg, as they always have 
been, and we have made the 
gr e at e s t effort to satisfy 
both," he said. 

Keeping up with the rapid 
advances of knowledge is a 
must if a country is to sur­
vive, he added. For Israel a 
high proportion of "well edu­
cated, well - trained profes­
sionals in every sphere . . . is 
imperative," he said. 

DECEMBER 11, 1963 

THE PLAIN DEALER, 

Award Goes to 
Rabbi Silver 
The 1963 Civil Liberties 
ward of the Cleveland ivil 

Liberties Union will be gi en 
posthumou ly Sunday night to 
the late Rabbi Abba Hillel 
ilver. 
Occasion at Hotel Sheraton­

Cleveland is the annual CCLU 
meeting in observance of Bill 
of Rights Day. Speaker will 
be Sen. Clifford P. Case, R-

.J., who will talk on "Our 
Unpaid Bill of Rights." 

Elections will be held after 
the 6:30 dinner meeting. 

HILLEL SIL;ER, 70, Lith­

uanian-born, Manhattan-reared Zionist 

who e silver-tongued advocacy of a Jew­

ish state r ached listeners far from his 

congregation in Cleveland, Ohio, and 

helped persuade the U .. -. to put 

through the 1947 partition plan that es­

tablished I rael as a nation; of a heart 

attack, in Cleveland, . rov. 2 . 

I N D E P E N D E N T !"rld~y, De ember 20, 1963 

Zionist Leader Urges Naming Of Streets And Public 
Institutions In Israel In Memory Of Rabbi Silver 

Tew York ( pecial)-Genera1 \ ided ver by Dr. Emanuel ~eu­

Zionist organization. in over 50 mann, Pre 1dent of the World 

countrie affiliated \1,,·ith the l Union of General Zioni t , unani­

W orld Union of General Zionist mou ly adopted a resolution call­

will hold memorial meeting at the \ ing upon the Government of I rael. 

end of this month marking the on the Jewish Agency Executive 

end of the hlo. him, the tradition- and on the municipalitie in I rael 

al 30 day period of mom ning for \ to commemorate the memory of 

the late Dr. bba Hillel ih•er, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, as the 

according to rep_or mad public \ political architect of the State of 

at a special m ting of the Head Israel, by naming streets and pub- • 

Office of the \\ ' ·on of Gen- lie in~ titution • in his memory 

eral Zioni ts. The Head Office i \ which would erve "as everlasting 

com ri. ed of all merican mem- living te timonial to hi monu­

hers of the World Union Execu- 1 mental achievements in bringing 

ti\'e. ~into fruition the 2,000-y ar old 

The meeting, which ,:s.·a pre- . strivings of the Jewish people." 

Proposes Eternal Light 
In Israel In Memory 

Of Rabbi Silver 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver's great 

contribution to the cause of Is-

rael as well a to great causes in 

America, should be recognized by 

an Eternal Light burning con­

stantly in Israel, in the opinion 

of Mr. A. M. Bleich, 13995 Su­

perior Road, who states in pro­

posing this memorial, that it was 

suggested by the Memorial to the 

late President Kennedy placed in 

Arlington Cemetery, following the 

wi hes of Mr . Kennedy. 

De cribing Rabbi Silver's part 

in the Zionist movement, Mr • 

Bleich says in part: "Hi leader­

ship in our darkest hour gave 

Jews the courage to go on." 

Another resolution unanimously 

adopted called upon General Zion­

ist organizations throughout the 

world to commemorate the me­

mory of • Dr. Silver through the 

establishment of new project in 

Kfar Sil er, the only institution , 

in Israel bearing the name of Dr. 

Silver, e tabli. hed and financed 

by the ZOA. 
Kfar ilver, Agricultural Train­

ing Institute, near Ashkelon, now 

number 260 students. 
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AROUND 
CITY HALL 
By ETHEL KENNEDY 

America is more than millions 
of people. America is all that the 
races of the world wishes it to 
be. America is the realization of 
what the ages have hoped and lab­
ored for. God built him a conti­
nent of glory and filled it with 
treasures untold. He carpeted it 
with soft rolling prairies and 
columned 1t with thundering 
mountains and traced it with long­
winding streams. He planted it 
with deep shadowed forests and 

Filled them with song 
Then He called unto a thousand 

peoples 
And summoned the bravest 

among them 
They came from the ends of the 
earth each 
bearing a gift and a hope 

And out of the county of earth 
And the labor of men 

Out of the longing of hearts and the 
Prayer of souls 

Out of the memory of ages and the 
Hopes of the world 

God fashioned a nation in love 
Blessed it with a purpose sublime 

And called it America 
-Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

(Editor's note-Above is the wording as it appears on the 
plaque adjacent to the Mohawk St. entrance to Clty Hall.) 

The late Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver composed this beautiful 
verse ''America". The words have deep meaning and it seems 
appropriate at this Ume to bring them to you. This plaque was 
placed on the front facade of the City Hall by Mayor Daniel J. 
Cosgro during bis term of office, 1922-27. Friends of the late 
Mayor Cosgro state that he took great pride in this admirable 
writing. 

How often we pass by the beautiful things of We, the srnlle of 
a cblld, a church steeple looking heavenward, a budding fiower, 
a historic plaque, a patriotic honor-roll, and a plaque such as 
this one, so meaningfuL 

' 



RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER (1893-1963) 



Funeral Seruice for Rabbi Abba Hillel Siluer 
RABBI LEON FEUER 

Tzur Yisroel, Rock of I rael , in \\'horn our father put their tru t, \\'C turn to Thee in ou r hour of need 
k~ow~ng that T~ou will not for ake u . Our aJne_ i Jepthlc . our lo imm ·a urahl, BounJ together hy ou; 
gnef m the passing of our belO\·ed one, our Rabbi. t a ·her. lcaJer. friend , our r raycr. oJr up,,arJ unto Thee . 
Hear our cry and an \\'er u Thou who art the comforter of the orro,,-laJcn. m ,, horn the lonely anJ afflicteJ 
find strength, we thank Thee for the pr ci u life of Thy Jc,· teJ . cn·ant now wmm1tteJ to Th,· care, for rhc 
full measure of years Thou diJst grant unto him . • 

\Ve are humbly grateful that he ,,·a permitted to II\ c in th 1. time , "c _ o urcr nth· nccJed hi ,, 1..,Jom anJ 
courage, so that he might , un.5-1er Thy providen e. lcaJ Thy people I racl from Jarkne . ·co light, from oppn.:..,s1on 
to freedom . How won rou 1 hy ,,·ay that all hi mat hie<: gift. of mmJ anJ heart anJ toncrue ,, ere JeJ1catcJ 
to Thy ervice, that it ,,·a gi,·en to him, a to fe,, of Thy children . to hnno to completion s~ man~· holy ta k 

Grant eternal peace , 0 -a th r, to the mortal remain of him ,, ho crn-....l Thee o \\ ell, o faithfully , o 
ingle-heartedly . \Vith the ki of Th • con olation. bring rene\, cJ _ cn:ngth to h,.., hclc)\ cJ life' companion·. hi 

sons, hi dear one . Be with this congr gation and thi community . \\ h1ch he 10\ eJ '-O Jccrl~ , anJ in \\ho · • hehalf 
he labored o arduou ly . Comfort a ll_ I racl who e au e he champ1oncJ ..,o hrn\·eh·, o circle. sly . o triumphantly 
Comfort Israel in the loss ot one of its noble t on . \ lay h1 inJom1tahle p1rit lin.'. on in all of us \,·horn he 
influenced , challenging u , a he diJ in life , to confront our ta k unflinch1111rh . tom crcomc C\ cry difficult,· to 
surmount every ob ticle , that Thy kingdom may come ,, hen the knm\ le lg/'or I hcc hall cover the arch a· 

1

the 
waters cover the sea . Amen . 

RABBI ARTHUR J. LELYVELD 

The Honorable FRANK LAUSCHE 

... . ... . .. P aim anJ II King 2 : 1-12 

The task that i mine, I confess to you. ecm light anJ yet heu,·y . omhcrl) in th1 peri J of national 
sorrow, we come to thi Temple to pay trihutc to a no! le man . Rightly , 111 the word of the Old Tc tament 
Scripture, we can ay, " Know ye that there i a prince anJ ~rcat man fallen th,.., Jay in I racl ." Fallen . yes. 
That is the judgment of tear-drowned ye an of hrokcn pirit hun..lcncd h~ the c,aJnc of a uJJcn fare,\ JI, 
unexpected, given by the worthy man . 

Ladies and gentlemen , we bow, in th1 he utif ul Temple ,. r hip , , ·iv1Jlv con, ciou of th empty place 
at which our urpri ed eye are taring, rnring stunncJ and he,, ildcrnJ . anJ st rangcly mo\ cJ There i a , acant 
place in the ky of our national religiou lif , a , · ant pl cc in the ky of f nenJ hip , a , acant rlace in the pulpit 
of this temple, and among the true wor hipper amJ worker for Jc ency and ju t1cc . The light of the candle 
will shine more my tically , the foot tep of the Rabbi ,,·ill not fall upon the floor of thi Temple . I Ii~ voic i 
silenced , his hands are motionle s, but ju t as urely a we are here, hi pre ence will alway be here. 

It is with a deep en e of tragic lo that we are gazing in thi hour with changed e ·e upon a changed 
world . Our lonely and wondering heart cry out in orrow and urpri . I have been a ked to peak of Rabbi 
Silver's dedicated life and dedicated sen·ice to hi people and his ervice to the people of the world . Manife tly, 
Rabbi Silver's strength and in pired leader hip trike dumb any po r foggy worJ of apprai al or appreciation 
that I might speak. Rabbi ilver to me radiated tru t, ympathy , ju tice, trength, \\ i Jorn, and the truggle f r 
peace throughout the world . He had a glow of inner radiance and \\ hcre\·er he workeJ he created a climate of 
dedicated public €rvice without meanne , ba ene s, or duplicity . He wa tender! • merciful , but rea li tic . He 
was firm in the utterance of approval , ut he wa not effu ive. He wa firm . but ju t . in the conJemnation of wrong. 
Rabbi ilver believed in conciliation, but not in the sacrifice of principle . t le re pected idea ncJ word , but he 
did realize that ideas and words meant nothing unle s the_ were tran laced into reality. He encouraged action 
eternally, but not unless that action was founded in rea on . 

To me Rabbi Silver was a model. I met him fort years ago. I wa a young Ia, yer and went to hear his 
address at the Cit Club of Cleveland . I wa eeking guidance. I Ii tened to him and when the meeting was over 
I felt spiritually cleansed. I felt that I wa better equipped to enter my life. 

Rabbi Silver, in addition to the tender and ever ju t ministrie to hi own 0ock , and by his great power 
to mold and inspire others, was recognized as a leader in the e tabli hment of I rael a a nation. Hi re onant 
voice was heard wherever he could strike a blow for the re to ration of the Homeland of the Jews . Again and 
again when other men, who did not share his view , attacked an I cri~iz ~ him, he ren:a!ned firm ai:d per _eve ring. 
I felt at times that he found solace in the word of the poet who a1J: Men ma • m1 Judge th aim, think they 
have cause for blame and say thou art wrong; )et hold on th quiet \\'8 ; God i the Judge, not the ; ye , fear 
not, be trong ... He wa trong; he wa trong in the intere t of decenc ', ju tice and peace. 

I lost a dear friend , the\ orld ha lo ta great leader ; but I know that when the trumpet blew, Ra bi ii er 
was read . He is gone, but his works will live with us. They will fore er be an example of the ideal moral and 
patriotic life. 



DR. EMANUEL NEUMANN 
At a moment like this, one who has been close to our great departed friend and leader stands almost 

speechless before the mystery of death, which is the mystery of life itself. On this day, fellm -Jews throughout 
the \vorld, particularly in the land of I rael, join with us in mourning the passing of one of the greatest and noblest 
figures of contemporary Je\vish history. I am authorized to con e the respects and prof?und ~r~ow of t~e 
organized Zionist movement-the Zionist Organization of America, which he headed , the American Zionist Council, 
representing all of organized Zioni m in this country, and of the \; orld Zionist Organizations. But beyond that, 
I know I speak for the people of Israel and for its leader hip, who ha\·e ent their own messages of condolence an 
sympathy to the family and to The Temple. It is a high privilege to say a word on this occasion; it is also an 
almost, to me, intolerable burden . 

Fifty-seven year ago, when I wa a boy, I joined a boy's club in . e\\. York, the Herzl Zion Club, on 
the \·ery evening that they ,,·ere celebrating the Bar \1itzvah of their president , bba, bba Silver. A few.short 
months ago, I wa privileged to pre ide in Tel-Avi,· at a great manifestation of honor, re pect and devotion of 
the citizen of I rael to Dr. ilHr. In the inten·ening period , \\'e , his friends and colleagues, observed,_ ith growing 
admiration and \\·ith a en e of amazement and of a\\'e the ri e, the growth of this towering figure, who has left 
hi indelible imprint, not only upon hi generation, but upon the history of his people. 

As a youth. :-1 _dicated to the :ioni t idea and Zionist cause, he displayed extraordinary qualities of 
leader hip, , hich came to full fruition later in life . He \,·ent to Cincinnati, to the Hebre\\' nion College, at that 
time reputed to be a hot-bed of ant1-Zioni t thought and ideology. We were disturbed. He was not affected-on 
the contrary, it was he who wa largely instrumental in com·erting the Reform Mo\·ement, the Reform Rabbinate 
in this country, to a pro-Zioni t position and increasingly with the years, his colleagues and disciples bore testimony 
to the influence which he wielded . 

From his earliest days he wa actiH in all phases of the Zionist Movement , in an effort to restore the 
Jewish . ·ational Home. It \,·a not until 1943 , at the age of fifty , at the height of his powers, that he assumed 
the leader hip, the command of the Zionist forces- indeed, of the Jewish community of merica. In tho e elastic 
years, the fate of Israel and its political future were to be decided. Despite all that we knew of hi past and of 
his rich endowment of mind and spirit and phy ique , we were all astoni hed at the new ih·er, the new man 
revealed to us in the hour of need and of angui h. It wa after the revelation of all the horrors of the Hitler 
year , after Au chwitz and Buchenwald- he bore in his heart the pain and the suffering that his fellow-Jews 
experienced- that the burden fell upon his shoul er of carrying on the fat f ul struggle to e tablish, at long last, 
a home for the homele , a center for a renewed Hebraic civilization . It was not only his sense of adherence to 
his people and hi sen e of ju rice- a burning en e of justice- that demanded this of him and of us, but also 
his sen e of pride, and hi rebellion against the indignities that ha been heaped upon his people through the 
centuries. 

This i not the time nor the place to ernluate his leader hip, to trace the variou steps that led from the 
depths of de pair and gloom in the early fortie , to that dazzling victory at the United ations, in ovember, 
1947, and the establi hment of the tate of I rael in 1948. Hi wa the voice that called us to action. His was the 
call that mar hailed our force . Hi the eloquence that pre ented to the United . ·arion in counciled a sembl 
the hi tone claim of the Je"·i h people for national re toration and national dignity . Those were unforgettable 
da • . Abba Hillel ilnr· name i alread y ,, rit large upon the page of our history. It will be written still larger 
a the years go by. We in this generation, this fateful generation of which we ha e been part, will appraise more 
fully and more truly the historic achievement of Dr. ilver, and the cruly heroic role that he played. 

La tJuly, in Israel , we were all happy to see the outpouring of feeling of love and of gratitude of the masses 
of Israel and it leader , it Pre ident , it Prime ;v1inister, its former Prime inister. May I add one last word 
for myself . He was my boyhood friend , my comrade, my teacher, my leader. Abba, Abba, why did you leave 
us, too . oon, too early, too uddenly .. 'o one to replace you , no one to play the great trumpet to mobilize our 
~eople 1!1 hours of danger . The phi lo opher said : "Children are our immortality. In them ,_ e see the story of our 
lives. \v e hope to see the story of our lives rewritten in a fairer hand ... So be it. 

. bba ha achieved an immortality given to few . uperlatives are banal at a time like this. Farewell, dear 
f nend, dear ma ter, dear leader. 1a • the prayer of all Israel accompan • you to your eternal rest. 

RABBI SOLOMON B. FREEHOF 

Fellow mourner , Abba Hillel ilver wa primarily a Rabbi , and whate er else he did in the world was 
the outgro\\ th of hi rabbinical idea . I am certain that a a Rabbi and preacher, in health and in sickness, he 
\\ a con tantly aware of the pageant of the \\ eekly portion a they ucceeded each other through Scripture and 
through the calendar, and I am rather certain that in the la t few weeks he ,_ a aware of the Scriptural saga of 
Jacob- Jacob, who e -~lory name wa I r~el , and who i the ymbol of all our highest emulation. I wonder if he 
though of ~h~ word . ayetzeh Yaakov .· "Jacob departed _·· The Rabbi a · about that eemingl o erplayed 
verse ~hat tt 1s told us in o~der that \\ e hould never forget that when a great man is in the city, before he departs 
there_ 1s a glor ' and a radiance, and when he ha departed the glcr • fade and the radiance is dimmed. This is 
our hfe.~he e d~ys- a gl?ry has faued , a radiance ha dimmed. One almost feels like u ing Shakespeare's pagan 
words, The bright da • 1s done and we are for the dark." 



Friends, we certainly hould not attempt to valuate hi a hi , . menc . There are too manv of them. The 
are too r:n~:mumental. T_here . will ?e hundred of meeting . core of article ,, e1ghing tht great man . It 's only 
because 1t s so hard to 1magme him not h re . that ,,·e houlJ try to , ·i ualizc hi pr ence and unJcr rand what 
was b~ck of all his great achievement - hi p r onality . It wa not a per onality ca y to lo,·c. ex ept by hi clo est 
and his dearest, becau e he wa one of th unu ual men who JiJ not need to pour out th ·tr heart m orJ r to 
find release of doubts. \ hen he poke, he poke to a purpo , anJ ,, h ·n he toppcJ -pedk111g. he ,, a ilent and 
had a certain monumental immo ility- he nc,· r poureJ out hi heart I le haJ an immcn c re en·c Y t we know 
when you hear a great Rabbi peak , he become unconcealcJ, • u learn all ahout him The , crv caJcncc of hi 
sentences, his ver • choice of word , th mu i of hi utterance. anJ the _ ck tion of theme ,, eek after week are a 
revelation of his per onality . ~ . in a n c, if w take the trouhl • ,, e can kmrn him :\hha "a~ a remarkable 
creature, and it wa n't only hi eloqu ·nee that CoJ-gi,·cn talent which he ,,orkcJ upon anJ re med o 
magnificently during hi profes ional ·ear it ,,a n't hi eloqucnc • I Ii ck LlUencc ,,a onh the ,chicle for hi 
thoughts, the stream on which hi iJ a ail ·J through life It ,, a hi thought . h1-.. thougl;t "a<-, unu ual. and 
there· a secret to knowing what it wa the ,, ay he 4uotcJ 'cnr ture ' . o one 4uotcJ _ cnpturc the way b a 
Hillel ilver did . He didn't uote over-fre uentl_ ·; he JiJn't qu tc, a mo tofu arc inclmcJ t Jo. a an accretion, 
or an ornament of the text of th rvicc When he quoted , criptur it ,, a intcrn·m ·en 111to the tape tr • of hi 
word and the te t modified to it ne J . The worJ of ancient Jay_ h came lt,·inrr worJ I Im,· can I Jc ribe it to 
you, dear friend ~ Only a fellow-Rabbi might . en it He wa o -Jeep in ,- · riptu~e . that it ,, a a if the ccnturie , 
the past had faded away , and he ,,·a till on fit in pireJ organ The Bihl ,,a hi anJ it ,,o,·c it elf into hi 
text because it wa part of hi heart . me of u know the traditions; many of usu e the traditi n Abba was the 
living tradition! That · why he ' unforgettable. 

People think of him as a fighter. He \\·a I A fighter for a cau e. But the ver • nature of hi battles, the 
psychological nature, re, ea led the uniquene of thi exceptional p r onalit •. l eople will a • he wa fearless . 
Yes, he was fearless ; other people are fearle But thi fearle n wa unique and you can e it thi ,,·a •. Many 
people fought with him and he fought with many. He had to rebuild mov m nt , change mooJ of whole nations, 
change the attitude of legislative bodie - to do that he fought . He fought again t ertain people and certain 
people resented his ictory, and there were certain people who di liked him. But I venture h never bothered 
to dislike anybody, not for any length of time . It ju t didn"t matter to him . He poke for a cau c, not again t 
people. He spoke without fear. The rea on for the Jifference i thi . n body can be brave under pecial 
circumstances. Many people in an argument or in a public debate can be almo t heroic , but the have to work 
themselves up, in emotion, against their opponent . To Ahh , ther nc,·er were pponent . There was only a 
right side and a wrong side. Therefore, hate was never involved and re entment ncv r maintained . He fought 
the battle, and when it was ended, that wa that . Other peopl had to make them elve courageou . This man-
1' ve watched him for years- ne er had to work up his courage. H was like one of tho e legendary creations in 
the Book of Job who are created without fears . I think we have written of it , but we rarely ee it- a natural hero. 

Shakespeare said in .. Anthon and Cleopatra , .... A gr at bright day i gone and we are for the dark ... 
The bright da has gone, but we are not for the dark. We keep in mind , rather, the great Rabbinic aying when 
aver great Rabbi dies . They don't a "Jacob ha eparted," they ': "He ha bequeathed to u the heritage 
of life." That is what Abba ha done for u . He has bequeathed to u a heritage. The living tradition merges 
better with our life today because of him. Becau e of him, in hi own unforgettable phra e, "The timeless irradiates 
the timely," many of us are less hesitant; man of u -.. ill face life with greater courage, because this natural 
hero lived about us . 

ay God give strength to hi dear wife, to his boys, to hi brother, to his sister - he had a strong family 
sense-and may God help us all. Let u ay a great life ha ended, a great memory now begins. Amen. 

RABBI MILTON MATZ 
Our God and God of our father , thou hast commanded Thy children : Six days shalt thou labor 

and do all thy work, but the seventh day is the Sabbath to be hallowed unto the Lord, thy God. For 
fruitful years our revered spiritual leader , teacher , friend, and beloved one labored in Thy vineyard, 
O Lord. He planted noble vines and reaped great harvest - a benevolent harvest of human betterment 
and growth. ow his Sabbath has come, hallowed is he in the hearts of men , a he i unto Thee, 0 Lord, 
our God. 

s the faithful of Israel have preserved the Sabbath , so the Sabbath of our teacher u ill preserve the 
faith of Israel and mankind. The memory of our Rabbi shall ever be part of our beings. The remembrance 
of his silver words and golden silences- he was a man who knet the power of both speech and silence­
will remain alive within us and, through us , to all tl.'ho respond to our influence. s i e preserve his 
memory, his memory shall preserve us- giving us the inspiration of example, the depth of wi dam , the 
heroism of dedication, the commitment of faith . In mutual tenderness , his memory and our affections 
shall preserve each other throughout the years. men. 

Mr. RICHARD TUCKER ........ . ..... .... .. .... .. ..... . .. .. .. . ELM LEI R CH MIM 
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~ Silver Memorial 
Drive Opening 
in Youngstown 

Plain Dealer Special 
YOUNGSTOWN-A drive to 

build a memorial in Israe~ to 
the late Rabbi Abba Hillel 
Silver of Cleveland got under 
way here yesterday. 

Joseph Berkowitz, chairman 
of the Youngstown Zionist Dis• 
trict, announced at_ a memo~ 
rial service honormg Rabbi 
Silver that the Youngstown 
group would build a d~rmitory 
at Kfar Silver Agncultu~al 
School in Israel. Berkowitz 
~aid names of contributors 
would be ins.cribed on the 
building which would be a 
part of the campus of th~ 
school named for the promi­
nent Cleveland rabbi. 

Rabbi Harold Silver, neph· 
ew of the late Rabbi Silver, 
gave the eulogy at the memo• 
rial service in Anshe Emet~ 
Temple here. He is tl:e R~bbi 
at Temple Emanuel m Pitts­
burgh. 

Plan Dorm'itory 
to Honor Silver 
By Press State Service 

YOUNGSTOWN- Friends 
of the late Rabbi Abba Hillel 
Silver are planning a dormi· 
tory at Kfar Silver Agricul• 
tural School in Israel as a 
memo~ial to the world-re­
nowned Cleveland Z i o n i s t 
leader who died last month. 

Plans were revealed at ~ 
memorial service for Rabbi 
Silver in Anshe Emeth Tem­
ple here yesterday. The eu• 
logy was delivered . by the 
rabbi's nephew, Rabbi Harold 
Silver of Pittsburgh. 

Federation To Honor Memory 
Of Dr. Abba H. Silver Sunday 
Rabbi Armond Cohen 
Will Deliver Tribute 

ANNOUNCED 
Presentation Of Eisenman 

Award Will Also Take Place 
At Federation Annual Dinner• 

Meeting, Jan. j 2 

A highlight or the meeting will 
be the fir~t pre$ent tion of a 
special slide-film, "The First 60 
Years," covering six decades of 
the Federation's service to the 
community. The film was produced 
by Jim Jaffe, Federation director 
of public relations, and Bud Wen­
dell, of the advertising agency of 
Wendell and Getz .... rarrating the 
film is Ken Goodman, of KYW­
TV. 

Mayor Ralph S. Locher \\ ill ex­
press Cle\·elancr s greetings to the 
Federation. 

At the Jewish Community Fed- The meeting will elect trustees 
eration 60.th Annual Dinner-Meet- of the Federation Board and deic­
ing on Sunday e\"ening, Jan. 12, gates-at-large to the Delegate As• 
at the Temple, Rabbi Armond E. scmbly, as proposed by the Nom-

Cohen of Park Synagogue will pay 
memorial tribute to the late· Rabbi 
Abba Hillel Silver. The meeting, 
originally set for Dec. 1, was re­
scheduled because of the death of 
Rabbi Silver, according to M. E. 
Glass, Federation president. 

A feature of the meeting will be 
the pre~entation of the Charles 
Eisenman Award fo1· 1963. The 
award which honors the memory 
of Charles Eisenman, first presi• 
dent of the Federation from 1903 
until his death in 1923, is granted 
on a non-sectarian basis in recog. 
nition of outstanding contribution 
to Cleveland's ci ·ic betterment. 
The presentation will be made by 
Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Sil\ er of 
the Temple. 

.inating Committee headed by Max 
Simon. L. \V. Neumark, formel' 
president of t~ Feclerc1 tion, L 
slated to be elected an honorary 
trus1 f'e for life. 

The Invocation is to be delivered 
by Rabbi Sol Landau, co-rabbi of 
Park Synagogue. Lloyd S. Schwen­
ge1• heads the 60th ;\nnual Meeti 
ing Committee. 
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RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

1893 - 1963 

MEMORIAL TRIBUTE 
TO 

RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
The Board of Trustees of The Jewish Community 

Federation notes with profound sorrow and a deep 
en e of lo ~ the pa sing of its beloved and revered 

leader and colleague, Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver. 
Spiritual leader of The Temple for almost fifty 

years, he ministered al o to the larger congregation 
of his community and his people. For almost all of 
these years, he was continuously associated with The 
Jewish Community Federation, serving as an Hon­
orary Trustee, a Vice-President, and General Chair­
man of several of its Jewish Welfare Fund Appeals. 

Rabbi, teacher, cholar, and state man, he was an 
eloquent spoke man for and a dynamic protagonist 
of vital cau e in American and Jewish life. His 
interests and activities spanned space and time, 
traversing continents and centuries, and invigorat­
ing the prophecies of old in the setting of his own 
era. Steeped in Jewish learning and history, he had 
an abiding faith in the triumph of social justice and 
a free Israel. With indomitable and unfaltering 
courage, he led the victorious struggle for the re­
birth of the Jewish State in its ancient homeland 
and the r econstruction of overseas Jewry from the 
ruins of World War II. He helped shape the pattern 
of Je\vish life in one of the most crucial periods in 
its millennial history. 

He was forceful, fearless, and forthright in chart­
ing new approaches to social problems and issues. 
He was in the vanguard of progressive forces seek­
ing to promote the well-being of people, without re­
strictive regard of race, creed or color. With him, 
thought was linked with deeds, scholarship with 
teaching, and social vision with a program of action. 
He combined dignity of bearing with a warm and 
magnetic per onality. He enjoyed companionship, 
enlivening any assembly of friends with his sen e 
of humor and keen wit. 

His pa sing leaves a great void in the life of the 
Jewi h people everywhere. His dedicated service and 
his historic achievements constitute an enduring 
legacy and memorial to his people. We deeply mourn 
his death. We are profoundly grateful for the years 
he spent in our midst and shall cherish the memory 
of our association with him. 

The Board of Trustees directs that this Resolution 
be made a part of the minutes of this meeting and 
that a copy be presented to his bereaved family, to 
whom it expre ses its heartfelt sympathy. 

Henry L. Zucker 
Executive Director 

December 30, 1963 

M. E. Glass 
President 



THE CLEVEL D PR£ , Monday, J n. 13. t 4 PACE D 5 

PORTRAIT OF RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER, painted by Laszlo Krausz ince 

the spiritual leader's death in November, was unveiled yesterday at the Temple 
Museum, where the artist is showing his recent works. The portrait has been 

donated to the Temple Mu eum by Krausz. His one-man how of six paintings 
and 43 drawings is the result of a visit to Israel two years ago. Krausz 1s a Cleve­

land Orchestra violist. 
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