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"The Rabbi Had Emerged 
As A Great Statesman" 

Refo,......., a ...... bis ere Mourn 
Passing of Rabbi Abba Silver 

A memorial ma,aoe II.al been leaauea, wm remember with pro­
fined r,, the Anodatwn of Be· found gratitude. 
form Babbil of Grmter PhUatkl- He served the God of our fa­
phla ffl01U"ffin, the death of Rab- then with reverence and nobWty 
bi Abba Hillel Silt,er. TM me,,aoe of spirit. We shall m1sa the great­
tub that anr contributionl to hil nea of a true teacher in Israel. 
meffl.OT'JI be made to the Abba Hil- With deep appreciation we bleas 
lei Charitable and Educatiolaal Ood for Uahtlna our lives with hla 
Fund, c/o the Temple, UniwrlitJ, courage of conviction and hla 
Circle and Silver Park, Cleveland dynamtc a p l r 1 t u a 1 leadership. 
6, Ohio. Bleaed be this r.addlt of our ace. W HE we think of Abba Hillel 

Silver, what comes to mind 
first is the orator. An orator is a 
thing of magic. Think of Patrick 
Henry rising before the Virginia 
Legislature and making a speech 
of 10 minutes-and in that day 
there was no radio or television to 
carry it but, somehow, it spread 
all the way to Boston to the orth, 
and Georgia to the South. The 
whole country was excited. Think 
of a William Jennings Bryan, un­
known to most of the delegates at 
the Democratic convention and, in 
a few minutes, sending them roar­
ing down the aisles calling for his 
nomination for the Presidency. 

Today, we appear to be enterin~ 
a period of the decline of the ora­
tor. Nowadays, an orator need not 
write his own speech. He can have 
a ghost writer to do it. He need 
not have a great voice. The micro­
phone can make any voice as audi­
ble as Bryan's. The speaker today 
does not have to memorize a 
speech. He can read it from the 
manuscript or the teleprompter, 
and he doesn't even have to de­
pend on his audience to furnish ap­
plause. He can provide his own 
canned applause. 

Yet ti1is decline, I am sure, is 
more seeming than real. When a 
truly great orator emerges, there 
will be adequate response. 

The attic in the Silver home 
must be full of the medals young 
Abba won for oratory in his col­
legiate days. He was already then 
known for his oratorical excel­
lence. His fame as an orator was 
nation-wide, transcending the 
bounds of geography and sect. 
Christians and Jews came to hear 
him at his temple. ewton D. 
Baker, of Woodrow Wilson's cabi­
net, a very effective speaker him-
elf. once confessed he envied the 
,ratorical gifts of the then very 
oung rabbi. 

Silver was one of the few rah• 
his ,·horn h· story will never per­
mit to forget. There were a 
ha lf-dozen 1r so thers. Seixas, 
the natriot rabbi of the Revolu­
tion;· Einho n, the hrave rabbi of 
abolition day • aar 1. Wise, the 
genius ot the Retonn movement; 
more latel~, there were tephen . 

ise and Abba Hillel ilver. 
W; e, like Silver, could be hu­

morous. I remember once. when 
ilver preceded him on the pro­

gram. Wise remarked that of 
coun,e Kesef (silver or money) 
alwa: precedes Chochma (Wi -
dom or :Vise). But actually ilver 
w rne rabbi who, 1f so inclined. 
couiri boast of much chochma. He 
was a talmud chocham, a Hebrew 
cholar and the author of some 
erious work on Jewish thought. 

The higr point in his career was 
when, as if by general acquies­
cence, he was delegated to speak 

By DAVID SCHWARTZ 
(JTA Feat~re Writer) 

The mesaage follows: 

before the United Nations for 
sanctioning of the State of Israel. 
Taking note of some of the fan­
tastic remarks by some of the 
Arab delegates, Silver politely bid 
them remember that they were not 
then composing another tale for 
the Arabian Nights. 

The whole world was then his 
audience. The rabbi had emerged 
as the statesman. 

With hearts stlll filled with 
sadness over the untimely passing 
of our late president, we learned 
with great sorrow of the death of 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver on 
Thanksgiving Day. 

He had long been preparing for 
that moment. He was the organ­
izer, as a boy, of the first juvenile 
Zionist society, the Dr. Herzl 
Club, which numbered, among its 
members, Emanuel Neumann, Ra~ 
bi Barnett Brickner, Sol Cohen, 
Rabbi Abraham J. Feldman and his 
own brother, also a great Jewish 
scholar, the author of a number 
of books. 

Though he was of the Reform 
movement, his influence extend­
ed far beyond the Temple In 
Cleveland. Por he was a glant 
whose greatness of mind and 
heart encompassed Interests -
Jewish and Zionist, American and 
international. 

When Abba Hillel Silver headed 
that boys' Zionist club, the Arabs 
weren't all in the Middle East. The 
club met at the Educational Alli­
ance on New York's East Side and 
when the directors of that institu­
tion learned that these boys in­
tended to produce a Hebrew play, 
they were outraged. But Abba 
Hillel had his way. 

His eloquence of speech, his 
depth and magnificence of achol­
arly works, his championship of 
the rights of the Jew and Iarael, 
and of the poor and the needy, 
and hla sensitivity to the needs of 
the individual, the nation, and the 
world - all these we, hla col-

Later, when Silver was chosen 
rabbi at Cleveland, some of the 
members of the congregation dis­
covered belatedly that their rabbi 
was a Zionist. They asked Silver if 
it was true. Yes, he admitted, and 
he told them that if they wanted to 
he would release them from their 
contract. But they knew they had 
a bargain. He became the pride of 
the Cleveland congregation. 

De1,1 vil? po~: O(-; c. /1_1'6.:J 
Pioneer 

R
ABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER'S booming 
voice was heard, and his influence felt, 
in virtually every state of his adopted 

land and as far away as the Israel he helped 
so ~uch to create. When he died last week, 
American Jewry lost one of its authentic gi­
ants. 

Rabbi Silver was most widely known, of 
course, as a fiery advocate of establishment 
of an independent nation of Israel, as a home­
land for Jews dispersed all over the world. 
Taking up this cause as youngster in the slums 
of New York City's lower East Side, he pur­
sued it through decades of controversy until, 
in 1947, as chairman of the American section 
of the Jewish Agency for Palestine, he pre­
sented the case for Israel before a special 
committee of the United ations. -Later that 
year, the U. . voted to partition Palestine and 
set up the nation he had so long dreamed of. 

on-Jewish Americans also have felt his in­
fluence in various ways. • 

In the 1920s he became interested in the prob­
lem of unemployment, and eventually helped 
draft the first state unemployment insurance 
legislation ever enacted into law, in Ohio. 

And in Cleveland, where he served as rabbi 
of The Temple, a Reform congregation, for 45 
years, he helped found one of the first com­
munity funds in the country. (Cleveland an 
Denve disagree on which city had the firs 
such organization.) 

Though many persons differed sharply wi 
his views on Zionism, most would agree 
Rabbi Silver s contributions to the estab 
ment of the new nation of Israel have won 
• IBCUl'e lace in histo . 
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The Reconstructionist 

AIIA HILLEL SILVER ~ 

I N the exciting days prior to 
the vote in the UN regard­

ing the partition of Palestine, Abba 
Hillel Silver was the proverbial tower of 
strength. He led the Zionist Emergency 
Council with vigor and vision, and he 
emerged as the undisputed leader in Jew­
ish political affairs in the United States. 
Like Ben Gurion, he never wavered, 
never faltered; he carried the fight to a 
triumphant conclusion, always deeply 
convinced that the Zionist cause, as a 
righteous cause, would prevail. 

But Rabbi Silver's Zionism was not 
the be-all and end-all of his Judaism. It 
resided at the core of his total Jewish 
commitment. He believed passionately in 
the mission of Judaism as a moral and 
spiritual force in the world; in this he was 
the Reform Jew extraordinary. He stud­
ied Torah and wrote books that illumin­
ated the heritage. His How Judaism Dif­
fered is one of the finest expositions of 
the differentia that distinguish Jewish re­
ligion from others. He lent the full powers 
of his mind and energy to every cause 
that might advance the welfare of the 
Jewish people. And as an orator, he had 
few peers. 

When he let loose his eloquence upon 
a vast audience, during those difficult 
days of the White Paper, he could arouse 
the multitudes to such a frenzy of enthu­
siasm that they would interrupt his speech 
and chant Hatikvah. But Dr. Silver was 
not just a spellbinder. He was an ad­
ministrator, a careful scholar, a deter­
mined leader in civic as well as in Jew­
ish affairs. 

Another of the mighty has fallen, and 
all Jewry is bereaved. 



...... No&e: Dr. N e • - • II .. 
ellairmua of tbe American Sec:tion 
of the lewilb A1ency and a former 
,realdeat of tbe Zionist Or1aaba• 
tioa of America, wu Dr. Silver's 
closest collaborator amonc Amerl­
eaa Zionis&s. Bis appraisal of Dr. 
Silver, a friend since c:bildbood, is 
written with the understandinc and 
lmowledce tbat is bom only of such 
a close, personal relationship. Dr. 
SOver was to bave been the priJI. 
clpal speaker at the 70th birthday 
celebration of Dr. Newnann in 
New York, which was ttheduled­
for tbe evening followinc President 
Kennedy's funeral, and "''hich was 
aecessarily postponed unW Jan. 5.) 

* * * 
By DR. EMANUEL NEUMANN 

Abba Hillel Silver was dedi­
cated to the Zionist T<leal from 
his earliest youth and remained 
loyal to the Cause, to the hour 
of his death. Zionism was the 
great passion of his life upon 
which he lavished the God­
given gifts with which he was 
so richly endowed. He was part 
of the brilliant galaxy of Zion­
ist I e a d e r s that clustered 
around Justice Brandeis during 
World War I. Like Brandeis 
and his colleagues, his Zionism 

was fused with his American­
ism and consistent with the 
Wilsonian d o c tr i n e of self­
determination for all peoples, 
great and small. Silver was 
unique in that he was as firmly 
and deeply rooted in Judaism 
and Hebraic civilization as he 
was in the great American tra­
dition. 

He rose to his full stature in 
1943, during the climactic years 
of World War II, when he was 
called to the supreme leader­
ship of American Zionism while 
the movement was p a s s i n g 
through its darkest moments. 

Dr. Silver marshalled all the 
positive forces in the American 
Jewish community. He threw 
himself with complete abandon 
into the great historic struggle 
for Jewish statehood, with all 
the strength of his powerful 
and magnetic personality, lead­
ing our people with extra­
ordinary brilliance. He was the 
impassioned fighter and the 

cool diplomat, the eloquent 
spokesman and sagacious stra­
tegist. At his best he was both 
prophet and statesman. 

Future generations will ap­
praise better than we can today 
his impact on the Jewish and 
non-Jewish world and the mag­
nitude of his historic achieve­
ment. Certainly it will be re­
corded that he, more than any 
other of his generation, brought 
to successful conclusion the 
task first set by Theodor Herzl 
- to secure international sanc­
tion for the re-establishment of 
a free and independent Jewish 
Commonwealth. The dazzling 
triumph won under his leader­
ship has earned for him the 
proud title of architect of the 
new Jewish State, crowning his 
life with the aura of immor­
tality. 

His loss is irreparable, but 
he has left us a priceless 
legacy: his noble example of 
courageous and heroic action, 
of fidelity to principle, of un­
dying faith. He has taught 
American Jewry to stand up as 
free men in a free society and 
battle fearlessly for a cause 
that is just. Not in many years 
can we hope to see so towering 
a figure arising in our midst. 

YOU ARE INVITED TO ATTEND 

A MEMORIAL 
FOR 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
PARTICIPANTS: 

HON. MOSHE SHARETT 

DR. EMANUEL NEUMANN 

RABBI WILLIAM BERKOWITZ 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22, 1963, AT 8:30 P.M. 

CONGREGATION BNAI JESHURUN 

257 WEST 88TH STREET. WEST OF BROADWAY. NEW YORK CITY 

AUSPICES: ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 

IN COOPERATION WITH THE AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

Dr. Abba HIiiei Silver, one of American 
Jewry's outstanding leaders, died of a 
heart attack In Cleveland at the age of 
70. He once beaded Z.O.A. and many 
other causes, was long a member of 

B'nai B'rltb. 

I 
/ 

/ 

' ' 

Personal Recollect,ons 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, often referred to as the Jewish 

Atlas because he carried all the burdens of Word Jewry on hi 
shoulders, died on Nov. 28th at the age of 70 in Cleveland, 
Ohio, wher,e he had been spiritual leader for more than fort 
years. 

There are many talented rabbis in the United States. Som 
are outstanding writers and scholars, a few ore great theolo 
gians, some ore renowned speakers, others are eminent spokes 
men, but rarely hos the American Rabbinate seen the combina­
tion of all these drives in a single man - as the dazzling array 
of qualities in the phenomenon which was Abba Hil lel Silver. 

He was born in Lithuania, the son of a rabbi. He came 
to the United States at the age of eight and grew up in New 
York's lower East Side. At the age of 11, at the suggestion o 
his father, he organized the Herzl Zion Club, which was th 
first junior Hebrew speaking society in the United States. From 
this club emerged scholars and leaders who mode their mark 
on Jewish life. 

My late husband, Robbi Jesse Schwartz, was a member of 
the Herzl Zion Club and a life-long friend of Robbi Silver. He 
often spoke to me of the Hebrew plays given at the Educational 
Alliance on the East Side of New York. It was at the Herzl Zion 
Club where Abba Hillel Silver's oratorical gifts were first mani­
fested. 

I recollect an incident which will illustrate Rabbi Silver's 
remarkable presence of mind. He was giving on address at the 
old Mecca Temple in New York City in commemoration of the 
Twenty fifth anniversary of the Jewish Notional Fund. During the 
address he mentioned the word Messiah. Suddenly a man bound­
ed up on the platform, grabbed Robbi Silver by the lapels of his 
coat and shouted in· Yiddish ''I am the Messiah." The audience 
was stunned. Several guards immediately dragged the demented 
man from the stage. Though visibly pale and shaken, Rabbi 
Silver ran his fingers through his hair, adjusted his glosses care­
fully and dryly remarked, "Ladies and Gentlemen, I really did 
not expect the Messiah quite so soon." The audience burst into 
laughter and the tension broke. 

David Ben Gurion in paying tribute to Rabbi Silver on the 
occasion of his 70th birthday said "Rabbi Silver's Zionism did 
not begin with the Basie program, the Balfour Declaration or 
the United Nations' discussion of November 29th, 19.47, but with 
the Divine promise of our Father Abraham: "To Thy seed I will 
give this land." It is this Zionism which has made Abba Hillel 
Silver 'the greatest and most courageous Zionist fighter in Ame­
rican Jewry. 

In his historic speech at the United Notions Assembly in May 
19.47, there was no plea for compassion for o suffering people 
that had undergone the Nazi holocaust, but a demand for justice 
for a people robbed of its land, to whom that land belonged as 
of right. This was the motivating force in his political fight for a 
Jewish State. 

Rabbi Silver was a true and loyal friend. During my hus­
band's protracted illness he somehow always managed to re­
member him. Preoccupied though he was with a thousand and 
one demands, he yet managed to find time to write the occasional 
letter, send an autographed copy of his latest book bearing the 
inscription "To my dear and esteemed friend Jesse Schwartz.' 

Only a week before Rabbi Silver's death he sent in a gene­
rous contribution to the Jesse Schwartz Memorial Fund. 

The Jewish world is indeed bereft. We will miss the crackl 
of his enormous energy, his boundless enthusiasm and his im 
pc;,ssioned pleading for a cause dear to his heart. At this momen 
Victor Hugo's words come to mind : "We miss o mortal man on 
salute an immortal name." Mn. JESSE SCHWARTZ 
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WHEREAS the death of our beloved and rever d Rabbi Abba Hillel Silv r 

has saddened us deeply, and left us with heavy hearts, and 

WHEREAS Rabbi Abba Hill 1 Silver served as our spiritual 1 ad r for 

forty-six years, and in that time left an indelible imprint on all of us; h gav 

purposeful direction to our Sisterhood and made Judaism a vital and m aningful 

part of our lives, and 

WHEREAS his love of learning and constant s arch for knowledge has 

inspired an intellectual growth within us, and 

WHEREAS he expressed his great joy of living 1n his g nuine d votion 

to his family, thereby creating a noble xample and teaching us the deep and 

lasting values of J wish family life, and 

WHEREAS, though Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver b longed to the world, he 

belonged to us in a very special way, as the warmth and sincerity of his fri nd-

ship, and the wisdom of his counsel touched and enriched our lives, be it 

therefore 

RESOLVED that we, the officers and members of The Temple Women's 

Association deeply mourn the death of our beloved rabbi, teacher, counselor, 

and friend, and do hereby offer our loving sympathy and heartfelt condolence 

to his cherished wife and family. 

RESOLUTIO S COMMITTEE 

Mrs. Sydney . Galvin 

Mrs. S. L. Dancyger, President 
Mrs. Leo W. umark 
Mrs. Irwin E. Yoelson 
Mrs. Joseph H. Gross, Chairman 

.: 
Mrs. Louis . Gross, Secretary 

December 18, 1963 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
World z· nist Leader Dies 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver died suddenly of a heart attack in Cleve­
land on Nov. 28 where he lived and served as Rabbi for more than 
two generations at "The Temple", one of the largest reform congrega­
tions in America. He was 70 years old. 

One of the foremost leaders in world Zionism whom Ben Gurion 
termed "the greatest and most courageous Zionist fighter in American 
Jewry", Dr. Silver was to have presided over the Zionist Organization 
of America dinner in honor of Dr. Emanuel Neumann which had 
been postponed two days earlier on account of President Kennedy'• 
death. 

Dr. Neumann is Chairman of 
the American Section of the Jew­
ish Agency Executive and Pres­
ident of the World Union of Gen­
eral Zionists. 

In expressing the profound 
sense of deep sorrow at the pass­
ing of Dr. Silver, Dr. Max uss• 
baum, President of ZOA, termed 
it "the severest loss suffered by 
the Zionist movement and the 
entire Jewish people in a gen­
eration." 

Dr. Nussbaum pointed out the 
historic irony that Dr. Silver died 
on the very eve of the 16th anni­
versary of the passage by the 
United Nations ( ov. 29, 1947) of 
the resolution for the establish• 
ment of the Jewish State in Pa• 
lestine, which marked the triumph 
of Dr. Silver's leadership in the 
battle for Jewish Statehood. 

"Dr. Si l v e r ' 1 monumental 
achievements u political archi­
tect of the Jewish State", Dr. 
Nussbaum added, "the translation 
of his Messianic vision into the 
emer&ence of the Third Jewish 
Commonwealth and his unrelax­
ed guardianship of the just in­
terests and legitimate claims of 
the State of hrael - have truly 
made him a man of Jewish des­
tiny. The nobility of his charac­
ter and the llberallllD of hil pbi­
loaophy were a1lo reflected in 
hll concern r uae richtl of labor 
and jutiee for the opp 
UDODI all peoplel". 

Last July at the ZOA Conven­
tion in Israel where a 70th birth• 
day celebration was tendered him 
he was enthusiastically acclaim­
ed by leaders in Israel and Ame­
rica. 

Ten years ago the ZOA in tri­
bute to Dr. Silver on the occasion 
of bis 60th birthday established 
Kfar Silver Agricultural Institute 
in hi.I name. 

Dr. Neumann, a lifelon1 friend 
of Dr. Silver and hia closest auo­
ciate in the polldnl atru11le for 
Jewllh ltatelloN delivered the 
principle euloa at th• funer 
aemeea wbidl wu attlDded 
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Proposes Eternal Light 
In Israel In Memory 

Of Rabbi Silver 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver's great 

contribution to the cause of Is­
rael as well as to great causes in 
America, should be recognized by 
an Eternal Light burning con­
stantly in Israel, in the opinion 
of Mr. A. M. Bleich, 13995 Su­
perior Road, who states in pro­
posing this memorial, that it was 
suggested by the Memorial to the 
late President Kennedy placed in 

• Arlington Cemetery, following the 
wishes of Mrs. Kennedy. 

Describing Rabbi Silver's part 
in the Zionist movement, Mrs. 
Bleich says in part: "His leader­
ship in our darkest hou~ gave 
Jews the courage to go on." 

Community-Wide 
Silver Memorial 
Meeting Jan. 5 

An invitation has been ex• 
tended to the entire Jewish 
community to participate in the 
memorial meeting for Dr. Abba 
Hillel Silver, to be held at Tem­
ple Israel, Sunday evening, 
Jan. 5. 

Co-sponsored by the Zionist 
Organization of Detroit and the 
Michigan Region of the Zionist 
Organization of America, the 
meeting will be addressed by lo­
cal leaders and theJ'e will be 
appropriate hymns and musical 
selections. 

* • * 
Memorial For Silver 
Held In New York 

NEW YORK, (JTA)-All seg­
ments of the Jewish community 
here, together with represent 
atives from all Zionist organi­
zations, attended a public me­
morial for the late Zionist lead­
er Dr. Abba Hillel Silver at 
Congregation B n a i Jeshurun, 
Principal eulogies were deliv­
ered by Moshe Sharett, former 
Prime Minister of Israel and 
now chairman of the executive 
of the Jewish Agency for Israel, 
and by Dr. Emanuel Neumann, 
chairman of the American Sec­
tion of the Jewish Agency and 
honorary president of the Zion­
ist Organization of America. 

Warm tribute to Dr. Silver 
was paid by Israel's Prime Min­
ister Levi Eshkol in a cabled 
message sent to the gathering. 
The message was read by Am­
bassador Katriel Katz, Consul 
General of Israel in New York. 
Dr. Silver died on November 28 
in Cleveland at the age of 70. 
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MEMORIAL TRIBUTE TO ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
by: DR. ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN 

DELIVERED BEFORE ISRAELI MEMBERS OF ACTIONS COMMITTEE 
December 21, 1963 

•nnx i1JWl H>'1U :u,p ,,• "A man may acquire his world in one hour.11 

Yet a lifetime may be spent in preparation consciously or subconsciously 

for the climax hour. 

Abba Hillel Silver 1s hour which fixed his place in the "olam 
I ' 

habbah" of Zionist history, was the hour of 6 p.m. on Saturday, Novtmlter 

21, 1947, when th0 United Nations resolutions were passed authorizing th• 

establishment of a Jewish State in Palestine. True, the resolution itself 

was only the political charter and it remained for the Jewish heroism and 

sacrifice of the Yishuv to transform a political charter into a living reality. 

But for the first time in history such a charter came forth from an inter-

national conclave, True, more than one factor entered into the end result, 

such as the pricking of the international conscience by the martyrdom of the 

six million victims of the Nazi terror, the hundreds of thousands of survivors 

wh~ wanted admission to Palestine more than life itself for they risked their 

lives in order to achieve it, and the desire of some nations to see aa end to 

British coloniza~ion in Palestine. But without the initi&tive aad active 

ipter8st of the American goverruient, the resolution would never have been 

passed. True, other Zionist leaders from Palestine and from the United 

States, played stellar roles in the main &ct of the dr&ma and in the preceding 

acts. Jht Abba ·Hillel Silver was the leader of the Zionist forces at the 

United Nations, made the stirring plea before the international conclave 4.hd 

did more than anyone else during the five critical years preceding 1947 to 
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mobilize American public opini~n which the American government ·heeded. 

Perhaps one who worked at his side during those crucial years, though 

not always in harmony, may be in a position to recall and to evaluate his 

service during those critical years. 

Abba Hillel Silver looked and acted like a man of destiny. Pll of us 

felt, as the scales of war were_ beginning to sway decisively against the Nazi 

Fascist axis, that the fulfillment of the Zionist aim might be in the bosom of 

the near future and that there was no ti.me to lose in doing everything in our 

power to ensure the fulfillment of our hope. All of us knew that the United 

States would be the leading power at the end of the war and that therefore its 

favourable stand on our aims was indispensable . There was a Zionist insttuO 

ment in the United States, The American Zionist Emergency Council, composed of 

representatives of all the parties. It had been called into being at the outO 

break of the war, but it was not giving the impression that it was measuring 

up to the challenge. 

Abba Hillel Silver had given the signal that in his judgement the 

attitude of the Roosevelt administration on our matters left much to be desire• , 

when speaking as Chairman of the United Palestine Appeal at an annual conference 

he warned American Zionists not to be lulled by cordial New Year greetings. 

Jewish public opinion was stirred pro and con. President Roosevelt had been 

very popular with American Jews . The majority of the American Zionist leader­

ship felt that Silver was needed to lead the American Zionist forces. Dr. 

Weizmann invited him to join Dr. Stephens. Wise as Co-Cha.inn.an of the American 

Zionist Emergency Council. Eventually . e became its sole chairman. With 
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his entry a mor e militant chapter egan. He proved himself as great an 

organiser nd s rate is ash was an orator . 

His first o ject ve was to consolidat Jewish public opinion. This 

accomplishment came to a head t the, close of 1943 wh en th 1-1merican Jewish 

Conferenc r epresentin all of American Jewry doted following Dr. S'lver's 

superb address, the r esolution on a Jewish Commonwealth in Palestine, e 

formulation of the Biltmor~ Zionis Conferenc~ held shortly b fore . Th 

American Jewish CommitteP. vo ed a ainst th r esolution and lef the Conference, 

but the consensus of American Jewish opinion was unmistakably r istered. 

His next objective was to win American public opinion . His strategy 

was "not to rely on princ es", but, takin full l cgitirnate advanta e of American 

political democracy, to go to the ~ople, to the American vot ers to generate 

the political pressure from the bottom up . Thus in 1944 both the Democratic 

and the Republican parties introduced Jewish Corrnnonwealth planks into their 

election platforms. 

Thus, when the World War came to an end in 1945 with the victory of 

the Allied Powers, and the time for action on Zionist aims was approaching, 

American public opinion had been educated to understand and to appreciate them. 

Silver's militancy did not abate . It played a part in the World Zionist 

Congress of 1946. It roused many antagonisms but he was consistent to the 

end , and he was vindic ted by the end result. 

Like every Zionist leader, he had his failings, and his disappoint­

ments . But the combination of his gifts and achievement was extraordinary -

Hebraist from his childhood, Zionist from his youth, orator by the grace of God, 
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scholar of worth, Reform Rabbi who helped change its character from anti-Zionist 

to pro-Zionist, personality of towering strength, American civic leader, Zionist 

leader who held every Zionist position of importance on the American scene and 

Zionist Tribune of international stature. 

In retrospect, all those qualities, experiences and ambitions may be 

seen as overture to the magnificent hour which fiJted his place in the world of 

Zionist history. 

The last years of his life were comparatively quiet years, that is, 

quiet only in comparison with the raging years which had preceded, yet fillet 

with honours and with s ervices. He might well have felt content that when a 

great hour in the life and fate of his people struck, it found him well prepare• 

to make the most of it, and thus to win his place in its world to cane. 

Abba Hillel Silver will not be for otten. 

Louis D. Brandeis will be remembered for having lifted American Zionism 

to a position of prestige by virtue of his own position and for having secure• 

President Wilson's endorsement of the Balfour Declaration and for having 

synthesized Zionism with Americanism at its best. Stephen Wise will be 

remembered for having popularized American Zionism among runerican-born Jews 

and non-Jews by force of his great orat"rical powers and his standing in 

American public life and his activity in American political life which gave him 

entry to President Roosevelt. Louis Lipsky was the architect of the iimerican 

Zionist Organisation, its chief publicist and polemicist and its liaison with 

World Zionism in the Weizmann years. Abba Hillel Silver was the Zionist leader 

who had the vision to recognize the hour of destiny which held in its bosan 

... I 
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the potentials of Zionist fulfillment, and by th striking force of his power­

ful mind, speech and personality and his faith i~ the democratic processes of 

American life, mobilized the public opinion which moulded American policy, the 

decisive factor in tilting the scales at the United Nations on Novemb '2$, 

1947, at six o'clock in the evening, in favour of a Jewish State . This was 

the hour and this was the man of the hour. hs long as the one will be 

remembered, the other will not be forgotten. 
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• t,31U'lll$P 0ll$'lPl5 l'IU'UO'li'l li!l 37'0370 137'T 'l'iK 1iK i31ll?'0 i*'T l:ll$iT :l':lK·',z, l'K 1948 U0ll'lK 1'W i1l'ir.l ''T l?"Ui:l91$ t)l"?:17lil$D nu:,i'l ?MU7:>Y ,., 
C'K 01$,i Df'li'S 0i:17ii?'C .nl?l l'K Dl'li'l D31l'D :'ll',r., 131111',,, I ittD lD7:>:17v ,1 u,,.,,7:),t,0 31vltU 
~P'? ittD lD7:>31j;) il 1:17n31l 'U',il Dlrl'l 1:17:11$ l'K i:17 ·311l310 1ltD n'Ult,l,l'K l''lf .ni?l D31liD 31'Xl51'n -1$:i i:17'1U'U0'li'tl 131, TIM ;u,ir., iyi llZl'm' l1'll5l lYl"f l31Pllt,31l 0131,i,,0 flt ,,r,i,K:i U1$i1 llll31l1 ·1$1D 31l"f 1,K n,,,. c:i,, c,1tt U1'1Dl31lll$P 131ll31l Ul1$T31l U'IU'l 131?U"i 031 U1$i1 i31 Dlil 1iK , 1l17:>31?J ~31, l'K j:)?1$!:I l111'i" TID D!Jllj;)il ,, l:17f31l 131 t)t3i1 Yl31U0'fv31·1$v 8 0?lt ,noipn ,i1ttJl1T ,:s;ul)11$l '01$i1 1950 ii$' rac .n,,l C31'T 1,K ',KilU' m,,r., 1U1'1 l t)l~l llK 31n,u1p311p:179yl31llt ,31, lH) D1'l1$'0'7:)31, i31 -0,li':t 1?31'l'DI$ ciw l''P 1317:>1l11$D U1Zl'l t,l;,tjr.l311 -,31,,T 1:17 1'1$i1 ,lU31::l:17l D'K 01$il 1317:l l31n ,Dlllt 1lD'1' ·i31uliK C37'lj;)I$ yw,i,,',tSD ":l ,,0 ,l!J?l$ill1l ?~'l:S' Y?31'Xltsl'D ":l "0 ,llii'lYi-',KilU't iYi liD 1311:)lJlJl ' 
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·:,,n ,, 'f'D Cl37l"K tJl'",:171 1"il',1$D-,yi l'K i1l'i~ yu, 37'Ji?l$f37i-ac" JiK ,:111 ittD ltJl37~lC'TliD 3700v'tJ 
.1941 ,37~31,,t:U n,o·w 

1W v'l,,,, tJW'l 1,K ":ltci lC l:lm37l f'K i37 Clli1 ,, T'K ,1lCT iyry,1,,37, i:17'T tJ37~1,,i371 ;,:11vnr.l l"T t>'n:i ,,, D1$,i cap . ,37p,r,,;1$D lC 131,,Yl Uli,1 1,D 
.ii$ D:i,i ,tcD lU1$iU37lD'iK f'K iY J31ii lT' 1'37lO'iitt 1nt V1'li37l:17 1,ac i37v?37D 37'lC 1,D ciil$D 1ui'T'll(l -,uo,i1 ,, lU:l'iil(D l?l$f "T t>i37,l$D37l 1U'1l$l37Ul(j;) tJIU'l T'K ,371,,,0 •v'l$D l!U',,, C37'T 1l31v i1?l131 Ytzl'i 0XlClV37lDl$ j;)'t,::,,, tJ1$,1 Cl$ii ,i37tJlVi37 i31'T l37,,37l Cl37l'K Dj;)37U'IZ1 oas,, ,n,::, }lU't)''lSD 1',ttOl$?l$j;) Cl37'T i37t>tZ1i37 i37'T i:17::11$ 1'1$,1 iy ; DiUl'T" i37llCv'i37~15 llllC? lC ,,,, n,:, Cl371 1,,r,,,,upl( il i,,~ c:17, tJl5i137l 

1377:lil37lll$ 1i37l tJijil i37 ,ll37itJlt'll$ llt''tJl5~37UC'C ,371,,tJ1p37rv3ri,',37,, i37'1Z1"t,O'l,'l i371 i,D '1,, c371 ·yi'\lQ i371U'tJO'li'l 137'T l'D tJlltc',ilCD tJij;"'I 37:,',37,i 01s ')rnw·ae,,il i37'T 1,:im ,asr ,, 37v',37~lt l'K llll 137~ }UC 1939 l1D ,,:i·o,,,, l1U'.,ll37 cy, 1l31v 'l~l5v 1J tJ37i:i-ll,iD'IZ1 lC l'K 'l~lCv Cl37'T 137,ilttnittD ',ijr i37i,',,0 ,',KilU' fiK l'K D"j;)''Tl37tJlL':i',yr i31lU'i" rue tJ',v,37::>'rt>o:i',37f yi:,;v,,iultt t)ll$~ia.sD Ul$il 1J 'IZ1tJl37~ isv'Ol(D i31, T'K ,37 Tl( ,r,:i,,',137l tJl5i1 
,ll37itJlL'll$ llZl't)''lCEI l'l50l$?l$v Cl:111 1'f 'l'iK 131~37l ,,, tJiji1 'l~lCv llU'tJ''lSD Cl37l'K t)"v'''C371ll( l"f ·:,37i371 i37i l'N l:l'i',1 l"T 'l'iK il$l UlU'l ,tJl'tJ'IU37l 'l'iK 1'1K il;U ,j;)ll(i37l }lU'tJ0'l1'l Cl37lUl D"j;)'tJ lltci, itu tJ371, 1377:l :J''K flC ,7371m:17::,31iC',K yiyr,:,,l 0')1371 .J:i"iliy, ,,x lW't)'?l$EI cy, l37l3ij;) 131~ u37,, -o,li'J :17i371llC ll'tJWYl 137:J'K D'IU'l -,y,i',,c:, Dijil -1,3 i37u:,37i371 iy'T l'K 1::2'1',l l"T 1''7:) i37,,D 371U'U ,}tJC377:l,lCD 1'T 1'l37v37l t)!U'J tJ&Sil i31 .,ttr i3itzl'tJC'l C37'T l:1371371 t,25;, i:17:,',37ii ,l37ll(7:)l"n Cl"M tJ'~ , ',tz11:)? ,:i:::ias • 1:i,,,1 lv'fl$i cy, itcD p,,,0,,K ltJC?:S,:Ja$) i:,:i,1',1371 37i371Jtt tiD i3m 1'l$il i37i,',,c:, ',':,;, N:JK 

-p,37-,t,iJD'lK l'T'' i37llCv'i37~lC ''T 11D tJDl(ij;) -,37, l'K -J"KlC:l 1,K 37l37ilt i37lV'tJ'?l$EI ,s, 'l''K u,,r'Jttlil$ cyi l37~37lll$ ',l$f 'T C::>lt7:) i37llCv'i37~lt ''T 101',D -yiK JiD 371.lr!D i311 l'K Cj;'liDill5tJ!V }''1l'tJC'l1'l 
• ',KiVl' lt JiD '137'111 lt 'li 'l~l<P D37i Di'D37l Cijil i371i',,c:, tyll(C~l l31l"T 037 7:,',37,i i:17Ul'i1 ,:ll(t,llr?15i37J37l ,"T t,~'t7tul(:J t7iji1 i37 ,}t,0'l1'i i37J15p,i37~15 ''T -1.,37p ,, i:,,,,,.,,::i,~ ,037'lviii:,ol'K 371U'l37Uttii,o 

r'T •T'S'l11 iy,'lf l'N t,',31t,1Ul7l ,,r TIK n,n,:, :17117',37D 37l''T 'f'ID i31'l''K T'i',:i 137li37l T'M tJ"j;)'K37D 371U'il$t,:l7i l''T tyii37l f'K i37j;)'D:,,,i ilUDK ,ltJl:17~1i1'0l'K i:17i137l lll'JlC:J iy,'lf l'K 137037',~l$iB 371U't,j;'l(t, ,, lCltDD'ilC 

Cl'lC ,,~ l:ll$il v'ii:it Cl'llrTM 31:,:17',u37 1''~ Dlrli:11 t)'it,D,,ac 1::i,,,i,c"l l"f 1137:i c,,w,,, l'lC 1'i37il37l 
,1UO'li'l i:17lltv'i31~lC ,, 1iD fl:11i37Dll$i' i31i 'l'UC }1K vitttJ!U JiK lV'iD , i37tJll0 137T31'lC'iK ltti t7ijil i31 i37 tJijil , 13i~l$l l"T l'K l:137l31l 131:l'N Uijil 137~ ,,, C'',lV'li' l'K f'1il l"T 131''i:lil£l'1N l=>'ll'K :,311::i t,l(il37l ·u',yn iyw,uc,l,'i ,y, 1,0 f'K c,x,,e Ute 1m -
37P'l"i, '1 l1£l i37l"K litciiy1 10'1Yl0'i1tt 1m31ii15::i Cijn ,,37::i,',15j;1 ltJi'll$'iv:17':s70 c31, llO i1',110-,,,n, 
·',:ititcii lC , ii1 1v'tJl"i1 Cl37l'K l:l'?:li150 1ijl l31l"T 

.,,, 137C'1il 15 l1K tJC'l1'l i37j;)''T 
37tJ'? J'K 1iasii371 li'i:1371 f'N i37 i,',,c .ii ,K ::21 l'K l377:l1j;):17l 'Tl'P v'137,-9 0?15 tiK 1893 itmtt' l'K lY~ivtt:J. i37 Clt:, 1915 l'K -11'15tJlZr' :17UP'J"'1lt£l ,, .r,u:i, 'l'lK m:,,7:)C) "Wf1)1',ijp ll$'J1' ,1:i,:,,, c37, JU) -c,1$D37, ,37, i,D ::i, c',tt Ci'U~lC iy tJi5:, 1917 r,,,r 

.iJtc,n'?P l'K ?HV -,i:,o,li'l i37i i:it 1:l'iil131'T 1'T i37 1'1$il T"iiJDitJ!Zl 
tJ1U'l Ul$i1 l"'lC i37 Wl$:'J ,t,£ll51l1i:l1i'D ll'Dlt' i:17lli 1,K 1,,u,i, , ltJ~tt 37?31':l:t'Ell$ ,, j;)'t,:,,,, i15D 1u,l(i131'l 
i37 U1$il Clf'l''l 1iK t,"j;)'IV'i" l"f ,,,,, ,ltJ31t,'D31 37u,,1,1 ,, l=>l$1:131l0'1K f'K'O 131" • ,,r l'N lll$,tJ37l cs, 1,D ,37l'Til$D 731n371 i31,i',,c f'N ,il~n,1:)·t,',37,i T'N i37:,',:17,, ,"l"D~ltv lv'i',Kiw,-y,N lt:lv'l"il(o,, CYl1D 0'DZ,,!Z1 "t:JD'1il ''T lUl iyJ"N 1il$ii371 iYt:JY!llt' T'K'C 737ii ,"l"D~15i' llU''T', lUP'l"ittOn 1v't7l";"'I i311U'tJC'l,'i i:srllCP'137~lt,, i37i lil$1'31l t737il'il31l i37'T t,,7:) li'Dilll$ ,,:, ,"ill(t,!V'l'rC~lClC'iK 1l(D Cl(i 
-,i:,o,l,'i i37'T l'K 1'"" 37',15 1'D 1'31:litt i371U'tJ''l$9 O?lt 1il5i1371 "'"'i31l iy,i',,o f'K ,lli131i,tc:i i37'1U T'K ,,,,, 137D't70 Cllil 1,ac ,0,371,r,tcD 37l"f 1,D i37l"K 
lV'tJj;'l(O i:i::ias f'K , i37l'TiijD i37',37',15il(e ,:sr, 131"31" • i37ii',,c ,ii .N liD Uc15wi37i'D 'i Jil$1iy1 tJl37j;)i37ll( 1'l37i'T37ie o',l( lil$ll37l 1:i,',p311c,,K ,37 f'K lW'nll'K ·itc ''T t31$il tJ!Jl(lZl1371'D l"T i37tJliK tiK ,"K,l$,'f 110 .l,~37lD'iK }UC'li'l i37ll(p,,37~l( ,, 7io 37'lltl~ll(l 
CYJ'N n,:, ,,u,,:i 15 1,l$,,37l 'IS~l(t,'~ l1K c,yu 037illijj;) l!D'UO'l''S lD'1K .citJli" i:17ll5v'i37~15 ,,,ltJ'~ o,tt 1,lS,,:111 0,,,n371 i:17,i',,0 f'K 1946 311l31 i31i 11D i371'nl$D ?iK yi,,r,ip371py-f J37llt iy'T 1io T'K ,yy:,',yrtt 0',15 ,37'iP370-,,,u,p37fj;'3737 i37ll5v"i377:)l( lC"liK 1iD m',~15JittD·',iD i37'T -,l(D lUl$it,37lD'iK i :17TD'il$DO'il l''T 1c',15;ry1 c,l5, TIK 1947 ,&$, l'K i371U''T" lC ?iD lli'Tl'il ,, 1'i:1711$D:17l JiK :17131, 117'!:,j;)lCD iyii',,c:, T'K 1949-1945 ?il$, ''T l'K ,ill,,~ 
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THE VOICE OF YOUTH ACTIVITIES 

IN COMMEMORATION OF OUR LEADERS 



A TRIBUTE BY BEA STADTLER 

ZECHER TSADDIK 
LIVRACHAH! 

BLFSSED IS THE MEMORY or TRI RIGHTEOUS 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

Two girls walk~d out of the small! chapel in The Temple in Cleveland, Ohio. 
The early Friday evening service was over. The girls were admiring the stained 
glass windows showing the Twelve Tribes of Israel which had been designed by 
Arthur Szyck, a famous artist 

The hall was empty except for one person - Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, who 
waited to wish a "Shabbat Shalom 11 

t01 the last of the worshippers. 
"Ar,d do you like our w indows, girls?'" His deep voice reechoed down the 

corridors of the building. The girls nodded. Rabbi Silver shook hands with each. 
The elder girl leaned over to the younger and softly said, "A very great man just 
shook your hand, Miriam. You must never ever wash it again . ... " Rabbi Silver's 
eyes twinkled behind the silver rimmed glasses. He had overheard the remark. 
He waved goodbye and turned down the hall. His large laugh filled the entire 
building with mirth. 

Miriam, like us, must have remembered that laugh when on Thanksgiving 
Day, 1963, world Jewry lost its voice. For on that day, Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
died at the age of 70. 

Ask your pa.rents and they will tell you about that great voice that spoke 
at the United Nations on November 29, 1947, and quietly urged that the world 
body give its support to the making of a Jewish State. Rabbi Silver was not too 
great to cry with joy on that day. That same voice was heard by a 11 the American 
people during the 30's by President Hoover, governors of many states, and work­
ing men, in leading a committee to fight unemployment. As a Rabbi and citizen, 
as a Jew a~ as an American, Abba Hillel Silver's voice was heard by many on 
Zionism and" national affairs. Can't you almost hear the voice as you read his 
words on the pages that follow? 

(The pictures are from Kjar Silver, the Zionist Organization of America's Agricul­
tural Training Institute in Israel, named for and visited frequently by Rabbi Silver 
during his lifetime.) 

YOUNG j DAEAN 11 
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Here are some of the things Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver said during 
his lifetime concerning youth, Zion ism, school, and other matters of 
interest to boys and girls: 

"There are many things I learned when I was a child for which I 
have been grateful all through my life, which I would be missing today 
if my parents had listened when I said, 'Oh, I don't like this subject."' 

In the forty-five years that Rabbi Silver was the leader of his 
Temple in Cleveland, Ohio, he spoke on many subjects, but his favor ite 
was Zionism. He sa id: 

"I am a Zionist simply because I am a Jew. I am a Zionist because 
the prayers of my forefathers were full of hope for a return to Zion, 
because the poets of my people through darkness and gloom many cen• 
turies ago sang the songs of Zion." 

On a historic occasion - May 14, 1948, the day when the State 
of Israel was proclaimed, Rabbi Silver, speaking at the United Nations 
said: 

"At ten o'clock this morning, the Jewish State was proclaimed In 
Polestlne . . . thus there has been ' consummated the age-old dream of 
Israel, to be re-establlshed as a free and ·independent people In Its 
ancient homeland.'' : 

On the importance of learning Hebrew, Rabbi Silver had this to 
say: 

"No Jewish community ever lasted long without Hebrew . • • The 
Hebrew language was the highway along which our people moved into 
the modern world." 

The Sayings of 
JANUARY 1964 

• 

Did you know that Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver in his youth was a 
member of the first YOUNG JUDAEA club in New York City? It was 
called the THEODORE HERZL ZION CLUB. To YOUNG JUDAEAN readers 
some years ago, Rabbi Silver said: 

"Fite taslc of young Jews In America 11 to ,:emaln loyal to our 
lterlta1• by learnlng what th heritage Is - by acquainting tltem .. lY•• 
with It - Its ltlstory, Its llterature - Its language. Our first re1ponsllllllty 
as Jews 11 to ltecome informed ... to support th Institution• of Judaism 
In America - tit• ,ynagogue1, th• schools ... to promote Jewlsla learnlnt, 
and to do all we can to aulst In tit• .,,....,llenlng and maintenance of 
tlte State of Israel. It Is not here and there, or we and they - It I• us -
one destiny, oN commoa tali." 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
YOUNG J UDAEAN 
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bba Hillel Silver was the greatest Zionist 
produced by America, so states Dr. Jsrael 
Goldstein. The son of a Lithuanian learned. 
orthodox Jew (who a few year ago died in 
Jeru alem) Abba Hillel Sil er came to America 
a a child and soon revealed his unique gifts. 
He was great as an orator, great as an organiser 
and great as a scholar. 

He devoted to Zionism the best years of his 
life and belongs to the founders of the State of 
Israel. 

He early tarted his Zioni t career and during 
and after the war he mobilised the whole of 
America in favour of the establishment of a 
Jewish State in the Holy Land. His fiery 
peeches, his unparalleled eloquence, his mastery 

of English roused the American people as no 
Jew and no Zionist ha done before. 

But he not only spoke, he acted. He revealed 
an organisational geniu in arranging the 
mightiest meetings and demonstration for 
Zionism in the ew World. 

He was an original scholar. And although far 
from orthodoxy he was against assimilation and 
one of his best works deals with the difference 
between Jews and non-Jews (unlike so many 
open and hidden assimilationists who like to 
tress the common features uniting Jews and 

non-Jews). His anti-assimilationism could be 
een at every step. He was Abba Hillel Silver, 

refusing even to Anglicise his name. 
He was planning to build a house and settle 

in Israel. Alas, his death has deprived him and 
the Jewish people of this privilege. 
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RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

1893 - 1963 

MEMORIAL TRIBUTE 
TO 

RABBI ABBA HILLEL SIL VER 
The Board of Trustee of The Jewi h ommunity 

Federation note with profound orrow and a de p 
sen e of los the pas ing of it b loved and re\' red 
leader and colleague, Rabbi Abba Hillel ilver. 

Spiritual leader of The Temple for almo t fifty 
years, he ministered also to the larger congr gation 
of his community and his people. For almo t all of 
these years, he was continuou ly a socialed with The 
Jewish Community Federation, serving a an Hon­
orary Trnstee, a Vice-President, and General Chair­
man of ev ral of its Jewish Welfare Fund Appeals. 

Rabbi, teacher, scholar, and state man, he wa an 
eloquent poke man for and a dynamic protagonist 
of vital cause in American and Jewi h life. His 
intere ts and activities spanned space and time, 
traver ing contin nts and centuries, and invigorat­
ing the prophecies of old in the setting of his own 
era. Ste ped in Jewish learning and history, he had 
an abiding faith in the triumph of ocial ju tice and 
a free Israel. \,Vith indomitable and unfaltering 
courag , he led the victorious struggle for the re­
birth of the Jewish State in its ancient homeland 
and th reconstruction of overseas Jewry from the 
ruins of World War II. He helped shape the pattern 
of Jewish life in one of the most crucial period in 
it millennial hi tory. 

He wa forceful, fearless, and forthright in chart­
ing new approaches to social problems and is ue . 
He was in the vanguard of progressive forces eek­
ing to promote the well-being of peopl , without re­
strictive regard of race, creed or color. With him, 
thought was linked with deeds, cholar hip with 
teaching, and ocial vi ion with a program of action. 
He combined dignity of bearing with a warm and 
magnetic per onality. He enjoyed companion hip, 
enlivening any as embly of friend:; with his sense 
of humor and keen wit. 

His passing leaves a great void in the life of the 
Jewi h peopl everywhere. His dedicated ervice and 
his historic achievements constitute an enduring 
legacy and memorial to his people. We deeply mourn 
his death. We are profoundly grateful for the year 
he pent in our midst and shall cherish the memory 
of our a ociation with him. 

The Board of Tru tees directs that this Re olution 
be made a pa1t of the minutes of this meeting and 
that a copy be presented to his bereaved family, to 
whom it expresses its heartfelt sympathy. 

Henry L. Zucker 
Executive Director 

December 30, 1963 

M. E. Glass 
President 
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As AME~ICAN JEWS our loss has been compounded 
by the passing of two great figures who have influenced 
our lives. The rebirth of Israel is an indissoluble part 
of every Jew's conscious being and his conscience. 
Although prayers kept alive the hope for the return 
to Zion, it was the Zionist movement, the dreamers 
and the workers that actually helped bring the State 
of Israel into being. 

Abba Hillel Silver as a young boy was fired with 
the Zionist ideal of redemption of the land and the 
rebirth of the Jewish State; the spark was fanned as 
the years passed by study of the history and philosophy 
of our people and by the increased problems of dis­
crimination and persecution of Jews the world over. 
The grO\ving power of the dynamic Rabbi Silver, his 
personal magnetism and magnificent oratorical talents, 
·together with his great learning and complete dedi­
cation, brought him to the forefront as an inspired 
and inspi~ing leader. 

History, in the meantime, moved faster, more furi­
ously. With the avalanche of Nazism and World War 
II, and the holocaust of European Jewry, all evo­
lutionary plans for · some future Jewish homeland had 
to be scrapped and action undertaken to shake the 
world powers into a realization of the desperate need 
for an immediate solution. The Jewish community 
acted with unparalleled unity under Rabbi Silver's 
leadership. When the day arrived on which the right 
of the Jewish people to its historic homeland was to 
be debated at the UN, it was Abba Hillel Silver who 
presented the case movingly, with dignity and with 
deep conviction. 

Once Israel came into being Rabbi Silver's ener­
gies were engaged in strengthening the State. Although 
more of his time was given to his congregation and 
the problems of American Jewry, his leadership quali­
ties remained undiminished and his entrance into a 
room, or his address from a platform had an electri­
fying effect upon those who saw and heard him. His 
was the voice of a prophet. A giant spirit has touched 
our lives and passed on. 

A TRULY GREAT PERSON has passed 
from our sight with the death of 
Rabbi Doctor Abba Hillel Silver. His 
impressive figure will be seen no 
more among us; and, as Edwin Mark­
ham wrote concerning Abraham Lin­
coln, he leaves a lonely place against 
the sky. But his magnificent spirit will 
walk among us always, and his visible 
memorials will stand in Israel and in 
University Circle for future genera­
tions to see. 

While he was a towering national 
and world figure in civil, political and 
religious life alike, he gave himself 
without stint to lesser local enter­
prises as well. Many a social agency 
and many a cause for justice will be 
forever in his debt; and those of us 
who have special relationships with 

University Circle are fortunate that 
Rabbi Silver was our fellow citizen 
here. The Temple stands as his great­
est and most loved memorial, its giant 
dome an appropriate symbol of his 
mind and spirit. Silver Park, named 
in his honor, is a beautiful and defiant 
gesture to the threat of blighting 
change and decay in the outer city. 
Mount Sinai Hospital is a fitting sign 
of his compassionate heart. His vital 
interest in the neighboring institutions 
and of late in the University Circle 
Development Foundation attest to the 
universality of his concerns above 
parochial matters. He breathed con­
,fident new life and strength into 
everything he touched. 

And, not least of all, he was a 
great friend and intellectual and 
spiritual companion to those who 
were fortunate enough really to know 
him. To the rest he may have ap­
peared to be what he truly was-a 
somewhat awesome personage, a great 
and good man, big in body and mind 
and spirit. Those who knew him well 
loved him and those who stood in the 
second or third circles of relationship 
with him were filled with respect and 
admiration and inspiration. Such an 
one as Rabbi Silver confirms our faith 
in God and man and everlasting life. 

HARRY B. TAYLOR 

THE CHURCH OF THE COVENANT 

I I . 
3/ JL (I, 

Community-Wide Participation lnvitef1 taking part in the· meeting in­
cluded Deputy Premier Abba 
Eban, Foreign Minister Golda 
Meir, Interior Minister Moshe 
Shapiro and Religious Affairs 

for Memorial Tribute to Dr. A. H. Silver 

~~i:;~;,r:_;~ .. ~~,:~~~~~.~un't;:~w~~Y~~~'~Ji .. ,°' ;;1,~~~:i~:~;:i~!i';j / 
Abba Hillel Silver in his Zionist Jay Masserman, son of Mr. the Jewish Agency Executive 
activities will pay tribute to his and Mrs. Paul Ma~sennan, will were a_lso attended by a grou~ 
memory at the memorial meet- represent the t:mted ~ebrew of !lup1ls from Kfar Silver, the 
in" to be held Sunday evenin" Schools and wdl recite the 

I 
agricultural school named for 

at"'s at Temple Israel "' poem by Hayyim Nakhman the late Zionist leader. I ' • Bialik, "Aharei Moti,"-"After I Arranged under the sponsor- M Death ,, Eulogies were delivered by 
ship of the Zionist Organization , Ayn anp •0 • t . 1 

1 Eban, Yaakov Tsur, chairman of 
f D t · d th M. h. •·· ,, r pna e mus1ca pro- th z· o e ro1t an e • 1c 1gan gram will be ". b M. h I e 1onist G en er al Council. ' 

Zionist Region, an invitation has .,iven Y " 15 a ' Haim Levanon, member of th~ I 
gone forth to the entire com- Misha~off, concertmaster of the Agency Executive; and Israel 
munity to participate in the Detroit Symphony Orche.stra, ac- Goldstein, ch airman of the 
tribute to one of world Jewry's companied by Rose Stein. / Keren Hayesod. 
most distinguished leaders who * * * I 
died at the age of 70 on Thanks­
giving Day. 

Judge Ira G. Kaufman, ZOD 
president, will preside, and 
the tributes will be delivered 
by Dr. Leon Fram, president 
of the Detroit Zionist Council; 
Rabbi Moses Lehrman, presi­
dent of the Michigan Zionist 
Region, and Philip Slomovitz. 

Cantor Harold Orbach will 
open the program, with the 
accompaniment of the Temple 
Israel choir, chanting approp­
riate hymns. The memorial open­
ing prayer will be given by 
Rabbi :M. Robert Syme. 

The El Molei Rachamim will 
be chanted at the conclusion of 

Top Israel Chiefs 
Attend Memorial for 
Dr. A. H. Silver 

JERUSALEM, (JTA) -Presi­
dent and Mrs. Zalman Shazar 
were among the Israeli govern­
ment and Jewish Agency lead­
ers who attended memorial serv­
ices here Monday marking the 
30 days since the death of Dr. 
Abba Hillel Silver, the • world 
renowned Zionist leader who 
died last month in Cleveland. 

Other Israeli d i g n i t a r i e s 
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KF, \R ' /L\ 'El{ , \GR/ ULT 1{ 1\L THAIN/NG IN TITUTE in , hhkclon, f1rt1l'I i .1 11 

Iii ing 11101111111,•11/ lo llw 111c111ory of , \bl," Jlilll'I ii, a. Mich1.~1111 Zio11i,l1 u ill c,lllbli,/, 

" chc111ic11I l11b,1r11 1on i11 Kfar ii, a in /r1b11/c lo th,• d1·/111rfrd leader. 

Thmc dc,iri11g lo J;arlin/111/1• ,,re r,·,1111•1/t'd lo 11111il thc,1· do1111tm11 ., to Zi()fm/ Org1111i :. ,1-

lio11 of Dl'lroil 1n11rk,·d ''Dr. ti, ,·r Trtlm/t'" or pho111• DI. f-1/5-10. 

PR RAM 

Pre.,iding: 

J D E IR G. K J·M 

Preside11t, Zio11i~I Or,v,,1111:.a lio11 of /klro1I 

"Lord, ~ hat I Man?" 

pening Prayer 

C.1ntor J Ltrold )rb,tch 

and Tern pie J..r Jcl ( hoi r 

Rabbi M. Robert ~ymc 

W>ciate R.1bbi, Temple l,racl 

Philip lomovitz, Editor and I ubli her, Th Jewi'>h I cw'> 

" fter y Death" poem by h. ' . Bialik J.1 • Ma'>'>erman 

tucknc of idra.,ha, 

nited t kbrew , chool'> 
'-

ran laced by A. uerbach 

Rabbi Moe Lehrman, Pre ident, Michigan Zioni c Region 

ir on G tring b Bach Mi.,cha Mischakoff 

" igun" b Bloch ~onccrtmasccr, 

Detroit 1 mphony Orche'>tra 

r. Morri . ~ te,n, 

Rabbi Leon Fram hairman Zioni t ouncil of Detroit 

Memorial Prayer antor Jacob H. , oncnklar 

Au . pi 

Mi higan Zioni t Region Zioni t rga111:tat1on of l ctroit 

10424 ~ e t Mc ichol. Detroit 21, Mi higan 



• ROUGH TEXT OF MEM RIAL ADORE BY PHILIP SLOMOVITZ 
The memorial meeting had been an established tradition in Zionism. We 1uuc 

never forgot those who nad contributed towards the success of our movement . Some 
of you will recall the traditional Herzl Memorial meetings. Khaf Tammuz f/.~Jt ~ 
was a day we had set aside to pay honor to the memory of the prophetic leader 
who~ founded the World Zionist Congresses and the world political Zionist 
movement. It was, for many years, the major propaganda event in Zionism. It was 
an occasion to enroll members in the Zionist movement---and how few we had ~~ 
gotteo~ It was a time to sell Shekalin1as a means of adding numerical strength 
to our movement. And the Shekel then was only a quarter--but even the 25 cent 
fees were difficult to secure. It was a time to ask for support for the Jewish 
National Fund through the establishment of the first J F Forest in Palest,ne--
the Yaar Herz 1 r':::, -,-(J and so few were the donations that there then 
was created the xi first wisecrack in Zionism--Lo Yaar v'lo Oubim ~ ::.1 t - , (c:l 
there is no forest and no bears .... In other words---it's al 1 a myth . 
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Then came a time for revision. I recall suggesting some years back that 
the time had come to stop mourning and instead of observ~ng the anniversary of 
Herzt's death--it wil 1 be 60 years on July 3--that we should utilize the 
birthday of Herzl--May 1--as an occasion for an expressio,nof gratitude that 
we had a Herz 1 . It was done for a few yea rs - - and now we have neither the 
tradition of observing the anniversary of Herzl's death nor that of his birth . 
Yet the name Herzl is irremovable fro Je ish historical records. It will 

1 ive a~i&R~ .. t-11 t:410 TE~ the greatest of all t ime--wi h our prophets an ... 

sages--and there is a Herzl Forest which served as a beginning for the planting 
of ~aR~ hundreds of other forests in Israel. e 1 ive now in a time of 
realities)~/ ·, " 

v-V1 {;,;-..L ,.~ vu~ .<,.;--,,,. tl-( G. l.y. 

These brief reminiscences have a direct application to the name we "' I • • f 
I J r are honoring tonight--that of Abba Hillel Silver. We mark t~e end of Shelashim 

by paying the tribute that is due the great man who ha inspired us for so 
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many y ars. But~ r not h re to p. Inst In a sacred nvironm nt , 

w r , 1op , ath r d h re ii In a s i r it of g r at res ct , to t r a 

pr<-yer of gr titud tiat w w r bl ssed ith r. s i l V r's I cd rship. 

fv1y con f re r s on this program wi 11 undoubt dly r VI 'tJ r. s i l V r's 

great gifts as R bb i , as Schol r nd pr Im r i 1 y s ioni t . 

should l i k for my p rt , to r inisc to sp C 
, br i fly 0 , 

l\bba Hi 11 1 Silver tf huma bein , ubout n 1t•:ho l ov to tel 1 r 

to listen to cl good story, bout th re t istrc.tor nd or aniz r, bout 

the / inspirer of or p ople--, o \vc fonor a me of th gr t arcl icects 

of the Stat of lsr el . 

My first ~e ting wit1 him d t db ck to th tur ul n nd istoric 

7 ionist Convertion in v . 1 and , h n Je J r div id d , wh n s 

·le i zmann is t nd he v s cl rand is i st . th • ' c i zrn nn is ts, w re .__ bit 

in the wr'.mg. Thty , th Branc.le isists , \✓er D bit in the right , But oS 
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Zionists we remained united. The Brandasists did not leave our fold. Judge .}-t-~c.--c..t ?-,._,(.~- .+---z.,,......,~1---~ 
Mack, Professor Kallen, Stephen Wise ,~Brandeis himself, retained their loyalty 

to our movement, and Abba Hillel Silver, then a very young man who had just 

come to his pulpit in Cleveland, began to build, to create, to organize, to 

form supporting groupg for our movement. He qnd his assoc~iates did not gamble 
with freedom: they stood with the rest of us in the movement to defend it. 

He kaa did not have to come to Zionism. He was born in4:-it. He did not 

have to create an interest in the Hebrew language. He was part of the great 

tradition t ha enhanced our sacred tongue and made of it the spoken langwage 

of a xwxw¥WR! people that was soon,u within another generation, to acquire 

Statehood. 

It was in the Herzl Club in New York, as a youth, as the son of a devout 
---t't t,_/1 

Orthodox ~wLsh leader who was to end i his days in Israel, that Abba Hillel 
~ 

Si 1 ve r, together with men 1 i ke Emanue 1 Neumann and his b rot her Joshua /IL~ 
Barnett Brfckner, Hes Aleph~ Friedland and many other notables, ad~anced 
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the cause of Hebrew as a spoken tongue. They all emerged as grea Hebraists, 

and Dr. Silver was one of the masters of the language in our generation. 

But it was not Hebrew alone that Dr. Silver loved and mastered. I need 

not tell ~ou with what power he had control of the English language. He also 

loved Yiddish. How often, when we would be in New York for a week-end, we 

found him at Siegel •s--there for a .kwxwww Sabbath meal--reading a Yiddish 
p( 
newspaper. He loved ~w•iw Yiddish and he knew the language from childhood, 

i n a I 1 i ts n at u r a 1 ne s s . 

(THE LOUIS MARSHALL .... BUTZEL INCIDENT 

I am reminded about Dr. Silver who loved gojd food, who was at home with 

Hebrew and Yiddish, who also loved a good story. 

Perhaps there are some here who recall his earliest visits 1n Detroit. He 

had been here for Allied Jewish Campaigns. I brought him here for the 

celebration of the American Jewish Tercentenary. In the 1920s he first 



6 . 

came here to speak to an audience that packed th soci I hall of Tc pl Beth 

El. He then x. already mastered the uffectiven~ss of or tory. He kne\~ wh n 

to remove and replacL his glass s, how to brush b ck his ha ir -n to rouse 

his audiences to dramatic pitches. From his very youth he knei,,1 ho1t1 to inject 

wisdom and _ontent into his sp ech s an he esp cially kn w h~ ~to t 11 a 

good stor,. I don't think a Beth El audueinc 

as when Dr. Silver spoke here on his first visi 

And he lov d a good story €V n if it wa 

vcr was as wel 1 entertained 

1 n ct ro it. 

1 is pig ml/n xp nse . was 

remind d by the MZRegion a·x Ki 

inci~ent when a cantor who w s Dr. 

director z k iel L ikin about n int resting 

i 1 V r's f-vorit 1as invit d to op, e r 

as soloist at a Z A convention. Dr. i 1 V r Vv s the knowl d d lea r nd 
K some had said that h was the m A r 

chose as his leading selection that 

of presidents. So-- ' s f vor i te C ntor 

night ~AHAML I KH t··IE LA KHIM { 
I ') .r:, / ~ ~ 

the maker of kings- - and Dr . Silver, recogni~ing that it was aim d at him , 

led in the laughter of that evening. 
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e come to the consider2tion of Dr. Silver's major role in his 1 ife that 

ended too soon, a 1 ife that was rich in accompl is h'Tlents--his creative place 

in Zio~ist leadership. 

There were trying years for world Jewry and for the Pa lestinian KWl:QUM~ i 

corrrnunity. There were challenging periods for America ,1 Je\'ry. i-re battled 

for the right of Jews to go to Eretz Israel and the statesmen of the world 

stood in our way. Those were the years whe fearless men were needed to lead 

and to guide us. Dr. Abba Hillel Silver wa s then the leader among men. 

-(/4~-. ..........,_.. Y,rib:>S. and r. Ste 

the American Zionist Council % 

se am ng the earl iest-~eads ~ 

we labored to arouse 

public sentiment. But we needed also Jewish sentiment. Many among ourselves 

needed to be convinced, to be brought into the ~Km movement, to help us cre~te 

MB 
unanimity in defense of a Zion Redeemed. I t was an uphill struggle. 



So trying were the conditions of those years that we tried to form an 

American Je~,ish Conference. Dr. Silver was among those who unhes~tatingly 

spoke of Jewish Statehood . The re was oppos i t ci>on. Even some of the Zionist 

leaders were ca tious at the historic sessions at the aldorf Astoria Hotel 

in New York. They believed thc:it with honey they might win over the hesitant, 

and they spoke cautiously. The movemen as r cping along slowly--unti 1 

5 
Dr. Silver mounted the platform. Then the se in attendance, an or 1 d JevJry 

from the electrifying x ~wx reports, became aware of a great giant ~,ho 

deme naed M that American Jewry declare itself in favor of a JEWISH COMBONWEALTH 

~lith al 1 the power that he possessed he cal led us to action with this 

historic declaration : 

• 



Is th natural, normal instin l of a hmndC',s p<'opl 
to find a home for it. If .. ft r ccnturie. of home le Ill'' 

and lo I ad a nonnal, natural cxi ten c a11 idtology? 
Is it an ideology for an Englishman to want .. n Eng­
land, or for a Frenchman to want a France? Is it an 
id ology for the people of I ra I to want th I, nd of 
Israel? \ are not insisting on id ologi . W l' :11 ' 

in isting on the faithful fulfillment of obligations intN-
nationallly urned to ards our p op\ and on th 
h noring of covenants made with us. If we . urn.-nc.lt-r 
our natural and hi toric claim to Pal . tirn· and I l'ly 
olcly on the r fugee appeal, w shall lo e our t asl' .is 

well as do violence to th historic ho1 • of our I c-nplt-. 
To ask, ther f re, the J wi h people· to :: bdi : tc the 
political po ition which after c1·nturi<'~ tlil'y had 
finally acquired in Pal line, r by r mainin . ilt·11t 

ahout them to ug~ st to the world_ that we ha_ e aban­
doned the on I.he vain assumption tha! this would 
It-ad to the op ning of the door of Pal . tin~ to lnrgc-
calc Jc~ ish immigration is utt rly f anta l1 • 
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Is it any wonder that the plenary committee1
voted 60 to 2 in support of 

the JEWISH COMMONWEALTH that was demanded by Silver, that the hundreds of awimi, 

delegates supported the resolution, only six me mmers of the American Jewish 

Cormiitteee opposing it and about a dozen §..bst aining? 

Those of us who heard that speech of Silver's wil J never forget the 

dramatic moments, the electrwfying effects. 

But that was only the beginning. Soon Silver was called upon, as head of 

the AECouncil, to make his appeals in defense of Jewish Statehood before 

the representatives of the nations of the world-½-at the U~. He swayed 

hard-hearted and tough-g aded diplomats. He moved the Jew©sh people to 

action. HE Bl AME THE U QUESTIO E ARCHITECT OF JE WISH STATEHOOD and 
crucial 

was the leader of American Jewry in the iiAal act of the struggle for freedom. 

But it was not the final act. That, too, was a beginning, because it becam 

so vitally necessary to hold Jews within the ranks, ~.mt to make certain that 
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we redeem ourselves as well as Israel. He knew and unde r stood** that Israel 

can never be secore without a secure Jewry, and that Jewry can never be 

Jewihly free and spiritually strong if the citadel cal led Israel is abandoned. 

He knew that without the strength that had come to Israel through Zionis 

our battle for freedom is only half won. Therefore he labored in the ranks 

of our movement. 

We j honored him by establishing the Kfar Silver Agricultural Training 

Institute in Ashkelon, Israel. It is a 1 iving monumen t to his memory and 

we hope that it will grow in strength--as the major means of honoring a 

great name . But we also honor him through the labors we pursue for the 

Zionist cause , out of an appreciation anc recognition of his understanding 

that the great libertarian movement must never be weakened . 

Dr . i l ve r w s a po 1 it i ca 1 Zionist . He a 1 so was the ft§ powerful 

inspirer of the immense ultura l balue~ inherent in our heritage . 
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{atever emblances of gen~us there are evide r t in Am rican J wry are 

ascribable in great measure to th labors of the great man we honor tonight. 

Of him it may well be said: SAR V'GADOL NOFAL 8 1 I RA L--A PRINCE AN A ¥ER 

¥f/K I 
VERY GREAT MAN HAS FALLEN IN ISRAEL . 

All the gifts he left with us were created ithout anesthetics, ithout 

chloroform--in all their naturalness--in the spirit of the historic 

1 e g a c y that i s I s r ae 1 ' s 



Abba Hillel Silver's Legacy 
CHARLES E. SHULMAN 

T
HE LOSS OF ABBA HILLEL SILVER IS A SEVERE 

blow to the American Jewi h community. He 

exemplified the ideal qualities of the rabbi­

profound scholarship, brilliant oratory, and the power 

to move people to action by the courage of his convic­

tions and the cogency of his arguments. His contribu­

tions to the Zionist cause were of prime importance, 

especially in the period immediately preceding the es­

tablishment of the State of Israel. Yet notwithstanding 

his eminence in world Jewish affairs he was always the 

rabbi ministering to his Cleveland congregation de­

votedly and uninterruptedly for almost half a century. 

He was also the scholar from the time he wrote A 

History of Messi.anic Speculation in Israel as his doc­

toral thesis at the Hebrew Union College to the time 

he published Moses and the Original Torah in his 

later years. In between these works he wrote some of 

the most erudite papers in American Jewish literature. 

His volume Where Judaism Differed is one of the 

finest expositions of the doctrines which distinguish 

Judaism from Christianity, Islam, Buddhism and 

Greek thought. 
Although he achieved his greatest renown through 

Zionism, he did not consider Zionism as the total ex­

pr~ion of Judaism. It was, to be sure, at the core of 

his Jewish commitment. But it was commingled in his 

philosophy with a passionate belief in the mission of 

Israel as a moral and spiritual force in the world. It 

was a mission idea which differed radically from that 

of the earlier American Reform rabbis who drew up 

the Pittsburgh Platform in 1885 repudiating Jewish 

nationalism. For Silver the age-old Jewish experience 

was conceived in terms of nation, race, land and 

language, and he fought for the concept of the com­

plete Jew. That is why he was as much respected in 

the ranks of Orthodox Judaism as in his own Reform 

movement. But his interests carried him far beyond 

the religious field. Like his Reform colleague, Stephen 

S. Wise, he belonged to the Jewish masses, and he 

was as well known in distant parts of the Jewish 

world as in Cleveland. He lent his great energies and 

talents to every cause which would advance the wel­

fare of his people and humanity. 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER consistently pursued four aims 

throughout his life: a devotion to prophetic Judaism 

which he wanted to permeate Jewish living; a defense 

of the peoplehood of Israel; the advancement of the 

Jewish tradition in which he had been nurtured and 

which he loved passionately; and the progr of 

Zionism. His courage in articulating these varied aims, 

and his fight for them, made him, like Stephen S. 

Wise, an extraordinary force in Jewish life. 

Rabbi Shulman is the spiritual leader of the River­
dale Temple in New York. 

Abba Hillel Silver's impact upon Reform Judaism 

in America is an enormous one, and it is he, more 

than any other rabbi, who is probably respon ible for 

the change in Reform Jewish thinking and practice 

which has brought it do r to the Jewish body politic 

from which it was estranged in its earlier days. No 

rabbi in the Central Conference so unerringly criti­

cized the weakn es of Reform. None so challenged 

Reform leadership to widen its scope so as to be truly 

part of klal. yisroel,. No rabbi so slashingly attacked the 

Pittsburgh Platform as he did. 
In 1942, in the midst of World War II, he read a 

sermon at the Central Conference convention in Cin­

cinnati which he entitled "Spiritual Return and Na­

tional Redemption." Silver declared that spiritual re­

form and regeneration in Judaism are known as 

"Tshuvah-return" and the way to return is the hard 

way. The aim of such reform is not to adjust a man 

to a morally imperfect world, but to make him more 

disciplined, morally more demanding of himself and 

of society, not to lift burdens, but to assume new 

ones. Of reform without attachment to the Jewish 

tradition he said: 
For all their loyalty, learning and high-mindedness 

many of the leaders of our movement overestimat d 
the importance of their ritual reforms. It was not long 
before it became clear that people could refrain from 
praying from an expurgated and abridged prayer 
book quite as consistently as from an unabridged one, 
that a Jew could fail to observe the one-day holiday 
quite as readily as a two-day one and that even ser­
vices of great dignity and beauty could fail to im­
press and attract if the disposition to worship is not 
there . . . This is not to suggest that many of the re­
forms were unnecessary. But looking at them from 
the perspective of history which reformers frequently 
sacrifice for an apocalypse they appear far less ·con­
sequential than they appeared at first. Surely in our 
day the need for reform is over. It was over a long 
time ago. What is needed is not the innovation or re­
formation or reconstruction of Judaism but the con­
version of the Jew to his faith .... It is no longer 
a question of less ritual or more, of Reform, Con­
servatism or Orthodoxy, but of Godlessness, secularism 
and materialism which have blighted our people 
along with all other peoples but which we, because 
of the unique position we occupy in the world, can 
least afford. It would help us all, rabbis and laymen 
alike to remember that in thing of the spirit, progress 
does not consist in going forward or going backward 
but only in going inward. 
The emphasis on the inward character of the Jewish 

tradition was the dominant note in Silver's ethical 

teaching. He reiterated this time and again in his 

analyses of the malaise in contemporary Jewish life. 

The problem confronting the American Jew today, he 

said, is not Americanization, not immigration, not 

relief for the indigent. The problem, over and above 

meeting our responsibilities to our welfare institutions 

and to overseas needs, is to insure our inner spiritual 
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and cultural con olidation a to mak ure for th 
future not only Jewish urvi al but the ff rtiv n . • [ 
that urvival tomorrow. To thoughtful Jew h add <l, 
it is be oming increasingly l ar that there is no ub-
. titute in Jew· h life for religion. J wish nationali m 
i a ignificant pha e of the J ·wi.·h histori al . pcri­
ence but if it • unr cl m d b m ral c ion it an 
fragment the Jewi.h \ orld and I ad to divi:iv n . in 
the community. 

In 1935 Abba Hill I ilver parti ipat d in a . ) m­
po ium on the r e aluation of R form J udai m at th 
forty- ixth annual convention of th entral Conf r-
n e of American Rabbi in hicago. His atta k on 

the anti-Zioni t Pittsburgh Platform wa the trong t 
ever le elled again t it in the hi tory of h Conf r n . 
In clear, bold term he pointed out the fallaci of th 
early American Reform thinking that parat d it 
from th main currents of Jewi h lif . H ac u ed the 
earlier American Reform rabbi of di torting Jewi h 
history by exploiting the historic mission of I rael a 
an argument against Jewish nationali m. The prophe 
of Israel, he said, never believed that Jews should 
continue to live in exile and welcome the d' persion a 
a blessing for the sake of their mission. He mine d no 
words in demonstrating that the earl Reform rabb • 
had deviated from normative Judaism in th ir oppo­
sition to Jewish nationalism. 

Two years later the Reform rabbinate till feeling 
the impact of the powerful blows of Silver and his 
associates in the Conference, promulgated the Colum­
bus Platform, which declared that there was no in-
ompatibility between Reform Judaism and Jewi h 

nationalism. Hi leadership had been in trumental in 
helping to effect the change in Reform whi h wa to 
bridge the gulf between it and other gmen of 
Judaism that had ex· ted • n e th day of the Pitt -
burgh Platform. .~ 
T HE RECORD of Silver' labor on behalf of Zioni m 
con titutes an important chapter in the hi tory leading 
up to the e tablishment of the State of I rael. He was 
pr ident of the Zionist Organization of America, 
head of the American Zionist Emergency Council, and 
the head of the American Section of the Jewish 
Agency after Vv orld War II when events in Palestine 
were mounting to a climax because of the cruel Brit­
ish policy barring immigration to the survivors of 
Hitler's concentration camps who were de perately 
eeking asylum and new life in Pal tine. Ernest Bevin 

had staked his career as Briti h Foreign Minister on 
the solution of the Palestine problem-in favor of 
the Arab. Silver concluded that Jews could no longer 
put any faith in British promises. He felt they could 
do better by resisting the British in Palestine in every 
~ible way and by making the United States their 
hope in securing Jewish independence through the 
mobilization of American public opinion. This policy 
proved to be correct, for the British eventually de-
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lid d to give up th ir mand, t and turn th solution 
of th P. l . tine probl m m· r to the nit d Nations. 

rol in th . tirring v nt which follow cl 
w,: an important n . It , as h , ho announc d to 
th nit d T, tion. A ·scmbly th· ne, : of I racl' . 
D laration of Indep ndcn e, and it \\a. he around 
whom much of th· Zi ni . t dTort in th nit d , tat 
r ·voh· d in th da1 p, n edin~ thi , mom ntou: 
announ cm nt. 

Th Zioni t l ·adcrship ,, hich he wi ·lc.k I ov r the 
cl ~d sp ·c iall r in th ckci ivc p -riod inun di, tely 
pr ding the e~tahli. hmrnt of the ' tat of I Ta ·I 
h lpcd to turn American influcnr toward J ·wi h 
fr dom. But the ) ars of preparation wcr long and 
arduou. on . Abba Hil1 I , ' ilvcr nc,-er flagg d in hi 
effort n \' r <l vial d from hi. purpose. H on id r d 
the Zion· t au: th on:uming clement in hi lif . 
The villag nam d after him in Ira l , ill no doubt 
be th phy i al ·mbodim nl f hi. m m rial. But th 
J wi h hi tory of our tim . , ill probably be a ur r 
indication of hi. nduring ontribution to the J wi h 
world. And hi num rou. writings distill d from hi 
. cholarship will r main a. an in pi ration to tho 
who would know th alu of th J , i. h ontribution 
to ivilization. 
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How does 1964 shape up for Jews? Because of our 
predilection for occupations which have experienced 
either steady or unusual growth most American Jews 
can anticipate an even better year than the last. This 
clearly holds true for the professional and college 
trained youth. There is no professional field, with the 
exception perhaps of law, where the outlook is not 
good. All the health and social welfare professions are 
flourishing. These include medicine and dentistry, 
optometry, veterinary medicine, pharmacy, physical 
and occupational therapy, teaching, social work, nurs­
ing, dietetics and library science. The need for reli­
gious functionaries, such as rabbis and Jewish educa­
tors, continues to be acute. 

Especially favorable is the demand for scientific and 
other trained personnel. Jews are playing leading roles 
in most of our newer scientific and technological oc­
cupations and many more are needed. Salaries for 
many now entering these and other fields are note­
worthy. According to several surveys of leading col­
lege placement services and corporation , hiring sala­
ries will be higher in most categories than last year. 
The highest beginning salaries-$621 a month-are 
being offered to aeronautical and electrical engineers. 
Lowest entry salaries-$483 a month-is offered to 
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• • sons are employed in this industry in which Jews pre­
dominate as owners, designers, salesmen and related 
jobs. The women's apparel industry, which constitutes 
the bulk of the New York garment industry, last 
year enjoyed a total income of about $3.4 billion, an 
increase of about 1.5 percent over 1962. An increase 
in sales of three to four percent is anticipated this 
year while tailored clothing is expected to rise five 
percent. 

In textiles, where Jews have long been promi­
nent, last year was profitable despite a drop in pro­
duction in some categories and the increase of cotton 
imports. The production of fabrics from man-made 
products rose 14 percent above the previous year. An­
other favorable year is expected. 

Many Jews are employed as scientists, mathema­
ticians and technicians in the electronics industry 
which scored gains of 11 percent last year-a record 
year for the industry with sales of more than $15.3 
billions. Originating in 1950, electronics now has 
more than 5,500 plants which produce electronic 
equipment from the size of a strand of hair to large 
computer systems. A gain of about a billion in sales 
is expected this year. A cutback in defense purchases 
is 1expected as well as increased imports, mainly from 
Japan. A rise in the co t of T.V. sets is also an­
ticipated. 

Other industries which have attracted many Jews, 
and for which the outlook is favorable, include plas­
tics, which set a production record last year; house­
hold furniture sales, which increased 8 percent over 
last year ( the continued high rate of marriages, the 
rise of two-pay-check families are expected to lift sales 
about 5 percent this year) ; liquor sales, which 
achieved a record high in 1963 with an increase of 
almost three percent; the food industry, which should 
benefit from our increasing population and high em-. 
ployment; the import-export field, whose growth will, 
however, depend on the expected tax cut and other 
governmental regulations; the constr:uction industry, 
including factory, office and home building. 

Many Jews are employed in scientific and admin­
istrative capacities in the nation's fastest growing in­
dustry-aerospace--now a $20 billion enterprise and 
growing daily. It employs over one and one-quarter 
million workers. It needs more scientists, engineers 
and managerial personnel. While military plane pro­
duction has dropped, this has been more than com­
pensated by the increased production in missiles and 
space vehicles. 

The one segment of the economy where Jews are 
well represented but whose prospects are not clear is 
the retailing field. The shopkeepers' fate will con­
tinue to depend on ~hether he renders a service not 
easily duplicated in price or quality by the super­
market which has steadily eliminated the small oper­
ator. Apart from this area of the economy, the out­
look this year for most of American Jews is bright. 



ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

By Charles E. Sbulaan 
Rabbi, Riverdale Temple, New York 

the loae of Abba Hillel Silveria a severe blow to the American 

Jewiah couunity. He exemplified in large measure the ideal qualitiea of 

the rabbi-profound acholarabip, brilliant. oratory and the power to move 

people~ action by the courage of hia conviction and the cogency of hia 

argument. Bia contributions to the Zionist cauae were of prime importance, 

aos, especially in the period immediately preceding the establishment of 

t.he S\ate of Israel. But despite his position of eminence in world Jewiah 

affair• he vaa always the rabbi ministering to bis Cleveland congregation 

dE:YOtedly and uninterruptedly for almoa\ half a centu17. And despite hie 

continued preaence in the arena of Jewish activity he wae basically the 

atuden\ and the echolar from tne time he wrote "A History of Messianic 

Speculation in Israel" aa hia doctoral theai:a at the Hebrew Union College 

to the time he publiabe4 "Moses and the Original Torah" in hie later years. 

ID between \heae vorka he wrote aome or the most erudite papera to be 

found in American Jewish 11 tera ture. Theae he delivered from time to t .ime 

before hie rabbin1oal coll•&BU•• a\ the Central conference of American 

Rabbis. Bis voluae •Vbere Judaism Differed• is probably the fineat 

upoaition of the differentia which dietinguiahed Judaism from Christianity, 

Ielu, Bud4h1• ancl Greek thought in the English language. 

Although he aohieYed hie greatest taae through Zionism he did not 

conaider lion1• as the total expreaaion of Judai•. It waa, to be sure, 

a, \he core ot hia Jeviah oo-itaent. But it waa COllDlingled in hi• 

philoaoph,J' with a pasaionate belief in the ■iaeion ot Israel ae a aoral 

aD4 apirit\lal force in the world. It wae a aieaion idea which 4iftere4 
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ra4ically from that ot the earlier Am rican Retorm rabbis who drew up 

the Pittsburgh Plattona in 1885 repudiatins Jewish nationalism. He 

enviaaced the ace-old Jewish experience in terme ot nation, ra e, land 

and languace, and in hia long career in the American rabbinate he fought 

coneietently tor the concept ot the complete Jew. Thia ia why he waa 

aa uch reepected in the ranks ot Orthodox Judaiea as in his own R form 

movement. But his intereate carried hii, tar beyond the religiou field. 

Like hie illuatrioue Reform colle&&U tephen s. Wise h belonged to the 

J wish aaaaea, and he waa a well known in diatant parte of the J wi.h 

world sin hie home city of Cleveland. For he lent hie great nergies 

and talents to every cause which would advance the welfare of his own 

peopl and huaanity. 

Abba Hillel Silver•• courae ot action was determined by the 

consistent purauit ot four aiae in hia lif►..-hia rabbinical dedic tion 

to that prophetic Judai811 which penetrated deeply to inw rd Jewiah living, 

hie detenee of the p oplehood ot Iarael, often carrie4 out ainglehandedl7 

in the convention■ ot the Central Conference of Aaerican abbis, hia 

advancuent of the Jewish tradition in which he had be n nurtured and 

which he loved paaeionately and bi• Zioniu which •t-•d froa hia 

boyhood. He followed thee ai■a with conatancy and all hie writing• 

bear cl ar traces of th • Ria courage in articulatill8 the■ and hia 

capacity to tight tor them made hia, like Stephens. Wiae, an extraordinary 

Reform rabbi. He vae at ho•• in eY•rJ field ot Jevieh en\erpriee. In 

the year 1916, only a abort \i■e after hie gradua\ion from \be Hebrew 

Union Colleg ve find hi warning hi ■ old r R fora COll•84JU••1 

• •••• it behoove, ua whoae chit ,aak and interea\ in the preaerY&\ion 
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and perpetuation or th a irit of our p ople not to rem in religious 
aristocrats and th ological know-nothings looking with disfavor on 
all movements in Jewish life which do not directly and immediately 
manate from the Temple or ynagogue. We must r alize th t ther are 

c rtain cultural movements among our people which, while they touch, 
lik a t9Jl8ent the circumference of the syn ogu at some one point, 
do, n verthelesa, possess a vision and extension or their own. Th••• 
movements, be they national, political or cultural Zionism, the 
renaissance ot Hebrew or Yiddish literature, th aesthetic revival 
which is • king expression in an w J wiBh art. Thea movem nt and 
oth rs, I ■ay, are invaluable insofar a they int nsif'y Jewi h Communal 
lif, ch rge it with new en rgy and thrill it with n w pur osea. They 
ehould b welcomed as so many more dik s against the onrushing tide■ 
of assimilation." 

Som y ars 880 there was tory in circulation that Abba Hillel 

Silver and hie brother . axwell ( non prac ticiJl8 rabbi) went to Cincinnati 

in order to convert the th n anti-Zionists at the College to Zionism. 

The story is probably apoceyphal. But Abba Hillel Silv r's impact upon 

Reform Judaism in Americ i an nor ous one, and it ia he, more than 

any other r bbi who is prob bly responsible for th change in Reform 

Jewi b thinking and practice which has bro ght it closer to the Jevieh 

body politic from which it w s estran 1ed in its earlier days. N rabbi 

in the Centr l Conterenc 80 un rringly criticiaed thew knesses or 

Retona. one 80 challenged Reform lead rehip to widen its scope so 

as to be truly part of IUal yisroel. No rabbi ao alaahingly ttacked 

the Pitteburgh Platform a did he. In 1942 in the mid tor orld War II 

he read a sermon at the Central Conference Conv ntion in Cincinnati 

which he entitled "Spiritual Return and National Redemption". It vu 

the occaeion of the one hundred\h annivere ry of the Te pl• eetabliahe4 

b7 I aac M. Wise the father of Reform Judaiaa in America. Silver 

declared that epiritual R form and reg n ration in Jud in are known 

u "TahuYah-return" and the wa:y to return ie the b rd va,. Die &ill 
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of auch refona ia not to adjua, a man to a ■orally iapertect world, 

but to aake him more disciplined, morally more deaanding of himeelf 

ancl of aociet1, not to lift burdens, but to aslJWDe new onee. Of 

Reform without attachment to the Jewish tradition he saids 

"For all their loyalty, learning and high-indedneea many of 
the leaders of our movement over-estimated the importance ot their 
ritual reforma. It was not long before it became clear that people 
could refrain from praying from an expurgated and abr1d£•d prayer 
book quite ae conaistentlJ s from an unabriclsed one, that a Jew 
could fail to observe the one day holiday quite aa readily as a two­
dq one and that even aern.cea ot great dignity and beauty could tail 
to ia~r••• an4 attract if the 41apoa1tion to vorehip is not there ••• 
Thia ia not to augest th t many of' the retorma were unnecessary. 
Bllt looking at th• from the perapective ot history which reformers 
frequently sacrifice for an apocalypse they appear tar leaa conse­
quential than they appeared at tirat. surely in our dey the need tor 
refora ia over. It vaa over a long time ace>• What ia needed ia not 
the innovation or reformation or reconstruction of Judaiam. but the 
conversion of the Jew to bia faith ••• .• It is no longer a question 
of lea• ritual or more, o~ Reform, Conaerv tia or Orthodoxy, but of 
Godleaaneaa, secularism and ■aterialia vb.rah have blighted our 
people along with all other peoplea but which we, because of th• 
unique position we occupy in the world can least afford. It would 
help ua all, rabbis and l~en alike to re ember that in things of 
\he spirit, progress does not conaiat in going forward or going 
backward but only in goiJ18 invarc1.• 

The uphasia on the inward. character of the Jewish tradition 

waa the doainant note in Silver•• ethical teaching. He reiterated 

~1• tiae an4 acain in hie anal.ye•• ot the malaise in contemporary 

Jewiah life. Wben in 1962 he apoke at the eightieth annivereary 

celebration of the Bev York Board of Rabbis he sounded the ae.me note. 

The problem oonfrontin& the American Jew today, he aaid, ia not 

Allericanisation, not 111il1grat1on, not relief tor the indisent. Th• 

Jrobla, over and above •••ting our reaponaibilitiee to our welfare 

1netitut1one and to overaeaa needs i• to inaure our inner spiritual 

an4 cultural oonaolidation ao ae to make secure for the tuture not 
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only Jewish eurvival but the effectiveness of tb t aurviva.l tomorrow. 

To the thought:t\11 Jeve, he added, it is becoming increaeingly cle r 

that there ia no substitute in Jewish life tor religion. J wish 

nationalim is a significant phase of the Jewish historical experience 
' 

but if it ie unredeemed by moral vision it can fragment the Jewish 

world and lead to divisiveness in the community. J wish self-coneciouaneas, 

if it is not to be an unpleasant irrit nt, muet be refined by 1nv rd 

discipline to establish dignity, character and strength a well e 

aatiefaction in Jewiah living. It is equally important to make Judaism 

vital in the land of Israel and in the diaspora. 

In 19,5 Abba Hillel Silver participated in a aympoaiwn on the . 

reevaluation of Reform Judaism at the forty sixth annual convention 

ot the Central Conference of American Rabbis in Chico.go. His tteck 

on the anti-Zionist Pittsburgh Plet~orm was the strongest ever levelled 

acainst 1 t in the hiatory of the conference. In clear, bold teras and 

with devastating logic be pointed out th tallaciee of early American 

Retor11 ~inking that separated 1 t trom the main currents ot Jewish life. 

Pointing out ,hat there va• nothing in the American Jewish ecene in 

the eighties ot the last century th t made eucb a declaration as the 

Pittsburgh Plattona urgent or aigniticant, nothing oo■pareble to the 

anti-Semitic situation 1n Germany or Rusaia at that time, he aocueecl 

the earlier American Reform rabbia of diatortins Jewiah hiato17 by 

explo.i ting the historic miaaion of Israel aa an argument againat 

J wiah nationalia. 1'h• propheta of Israel, he aaid, never believed. 

that Jeva ahould continue to live in exile and welcome '11• diapereion 

. . 
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ae a blessing tor the s e of their mission. One c nots par te 

nation, race, land and language in the e-old Jewish experience. 

Comparing th attitud of early Reform rabbis to th t of P ul, b 

minced no word• in demonstrating that they had d vinted from normativ 

Judai min their opposition to J wish notionalism. His t t nt 

shook th Confer nee to its very found tion for the langueg of 

accua tion which he used had nev r b fore been he rd on the Confer nee 

floor, 

"Thee rly Judeo-Christiana in Palestine were Jewa in all r specta. 
But Paul, a product or the culturally diluted lleniotic dinspora, 
entertained view which c nturi slat r Reform rabbis in G rmany and 
in Amerio came to entert in. The sense of belonging to a Je ·ish 
nation and the de ire to preserve then tion and to re-eat bliah the 
Kingdom of Israel were hardly present with him. Race had no significance .. 
.• Thua Israel, in the hands or thiB fervid, mystical theologian, ia no 
longer a nation, but a theological paw. Th national ob r ctr of 
the Jewiah a aeianio ideal ia ignor d a it w s ignored centuries 
later by Reform rabbis. Th r ia, howev r, one exception: ~1th P ul 
all nation• vanish into the epiritual ano~ity of Kin dom Come. With 
Reform r bbi only the J wiah n tion. Th 1r theology took z a.loua toll 
ot Jewish naiionaliam, but atopp d ehort of German, Auatrio.n, French 
or American nationaliam ••• niere ie a striking similarity to b e en 
between the position taken by Paul and that taken by th extreme leaders 
of Reform Judaisa. Vith Paul the mission wae a rnce to ave the world. 
With the Reform rabbis it waa a rocking horse rar •" 

Two yeara later the Reform rabbinate, still feeling the impact 

of the powert\ll. blova of Silver and hie aaaooiatea in the COnferenoe, 

promulgated the Coluabua Pla\tona which declared that there waa no 

incompatibility between Reform Judaism and J viah netionali•. Hie 

leadership ha4 been instrumental. in helping to effec\ the change in 

Reform which vu to br14a• the gulf bet.ween it and other ••sm•nta of 

Judaiu \hat. ha4 exiated aince the 4aya of \he Pitteburgb Platfora. 

The entrance of eratvbile Ort.hodox ancl Coneeryative Jeva into Refona 
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ranks vaa to change the character of Reform Judaia ■till ■ore. The 

oyervhelming majority of Reform rabbia in the United States todq are 

vbole-hear\ed aupportera of Jewish nationali81l. 

The reoord of Silver•• labors on behalf of Z1on181l constitute• 

an important chapter in the history leading up to the establishment 

of \be State of Israel. B• wae President of the Zionist Organization 

of Aaerioa and heacl of the American Zionist Emersency Council•• well 

u the head of the .Allerican Section of the Jewish Agency after Vor14 

var II vhen •••nta in Palestine ver• rapidly mounting to a cliaax 

beoaua• of the etubborn an4 cruel British policy barrins ialligration 

to the tens of thousand• of survivors of Hitler's concentration cupa 

who were deaperately •••ina aeylwa and new life among their own in 

Paleatine. Ernest BeYin had •'ak•4 hie . Bri tiah Foreign 

Jlin1ater on \he solution ot the Palestine Problea--in favor of the Araba • . 

Sil••r concluded \hat Jewa coul4 no longer put any faith in Britiah 

»ro•i•••• He felt they could 4o better by reaiatins the Britieh in 

Jal••tin• in eYery poaaible ve:, and by making the United States their 

bo»- in aecu.rtnc Jewiah independence ,hrouch the aob111sation ot 

Ailerican public opinion. H• aupported both ot theae undertaking• 

ncoroualy. He oppoae4 Chaim Weiaann a\ the world Zionist Congreaa 

lil 1946 and he won. Bia victories proved to be decisive onea tor the 

1r1,1ilb even,ua1l1 4ecide4 to gin up \heir mandate an4 turn '11• aolutioa 

ot the Paleatine probln over M, ,he United Nationa. Silver'• role 

1a Uie e\irtiDC even,a which followed vae an important one. It wae 

he no annOUJlced to the United 1a,1ona Aaaeably the newa of Ierael'• 
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Declaration of Independence. and it was he around whom much of th 

Zioniet effort in the United Stat a revolved in the days preceding 

this momentous announcement. 

Abba Hillel Silver excelled in three di tinot fields of endeavor. 
He was the rabbi who ssiduously cultivated the Jewish echol rahip 

which is the tradition ot thia proteesion. His maniteet talents in 
this field were demonstr ted early enough in his career to mark his 
preeminence among great American rabbia. His writings constitute an 
important contribution to American Jeviah thought. His many papere 

read b fore the Central Conference of .American Rabbis throughout the 
years renect not only caretul. analysis of the Jewiah outlook on life 
but alao t.he brillian\ capacity to appll thia outlook to conteapor&r7 
situations. It ia to be hoped that the• acatt red Conference papera 
will some day be gathered They will 
be worthy of coneultaiion in time to coae. 

Silver•• oratorical povera won hi• a place el.ongeide of Stephen 
s. Wi e as the authentic voice of American Judaism both in the pulpit 
and on the platform. His capacity to etir an audience vaa never better 
demonstrated than at the .American Jewiah Conference when, u a eub­

atitute tor another apeaker, he picked up the eeeaingly loet cauee of 
Zioniem and poured new life into i\e a4heranta. With this notable 

acldre e be not 01111 conquered an audience repreeenta\1ve of a complete 
croea section ot Aaerican Jewieb life, but be alao eat bliahed a 

United American Jeviah voice ,o apeu for the independa\ Jeviab state 

when Aaer1can public opinioa had \o be organised '° aupport the cauae 
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which Brit 1n ha4 toraaken. 

The Zionist lea4erah1 which he wielded over the dee dee, ea­

pecially in the daciaive decade pr ceding the est bli h~ent of the 

State of Iara.el, helped to turn American infiuence tow rd J wi h 

freedom. Bu.t the years ot preparation were long and rduoue on s. 

Abba Hillel Silver never fiagge4 in his ettort, never deviated from 

hie purpose. H• considered the Zionist oauae the conauaing element 

in hia lite. Th• village named after hia in Israel will no doubt b 

the physical e■bodia nt of hia memorial. Bu.t the J vi h hi tory of 

our ti••• will probabl7 be a surer indication of his contribu,1one 

Aad hi• nwaeroua writings, diatille4 from hie 

aoholarahip will remain u an inspiration to those who would know the 

val\le of the Jewiah contributions to n. H• san digni t7 

'° Reform Judai• tb.ro emarka ty to portrq it u. 

in\egral part ot a tour '11ouau4 year ol4 Jeriab tradition wbiob doea 

n, abandon either the peoplebood of Iarael or ite meaa1an1c hope of 

Zion re■lorel. 



ERNST J. CONRAD 
RABBI 

79 CLIZAeCTH LAKC ROAO 

PONTIAC, MICHIGAN 

48053 

TESTlMO IAL IN HO OR CF ABBA HILLEL SL ER 

BENJAMIN BISGEIER, OVM 
PRES I DE N T 

Few leaders in the brief annals of American Jewry have exerted so profound 

and meaningful an impact on the desti ny of our peopl e as Abba Hillel Silver, 

teacher, scholar and sta ~esman. His faithful l abors in the vi neyard of the 

Lord ext ended over five decades and embraced all aspects of communal and 

congregational activity. Many were the ifts Divine Previdence had granted 

him, and he used them well on behal f of all who were in need. 

In particular do we recall at the time of his en ering t he Academy on High, 

his indefatigable efforts to assure the return of t he Jewish people to its 

ancestral home and his historic contribution leading to t he decisi on of the 

United Nations to establish the t hird Jewish Corrrnonwealth. Subsequently, 

our own nation was the first to recognize the independence of the Sta e of 

Israel. 

We gratefully remember the rich fruit of Doctor Silver's meticulous scholar­

ship, his abiding interest in social causes, in our Reforrr. movement, and his 

guidance of the Central Con 'erence of American Rabbis during a crucial period, 

when enemies from within sought to destroy t he aspirations of our people. 

The memory of the righteous is, indeed, a blessing. May t he message of so 

complete a life be a continuous source of co fort to his widow, his sons 

and their families! This is the prayerful expression of Congregation Beth 

Jacob, Pontiac, iChigan; copies of which are deposited with our records 

and forwarded to Mrs. Virgi nia Silver, Rabbi Daniel J. Silver and r. 

Raphael Silver. 

January 7, 1964 BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF TEEPLE -BETH J COB 

Dr. Jerome Peters, Secretary 



On the 27th of Tevet 1204, 759 y~ars ago tonight, nother Jewish 

conmunity met to close a period of mourr,ing for its Chief Rabbi. This 

was in the city of Fostat in Egypt and their abbi was Moses Maimonides. 

The ancient records tell us how th Jew of the v-10rld, i n Fostat and 

Jerusalem, Lried aloud 

.o•:i,~, J liN np7l ·'.:' ,,~,~··~ il"l:::i :i7l 

The glory is depirted frorn lsr.:,e1 , f l) ,- ,h, ~rk of the Lord has been 

taken! 

We nre met tonight to con,. lude ou r r orrnal Tl<>urnin •J for him who was the 

Chief rabbi of our city fnr 46 /f...lrs , ,1nd . t tne time of his death and 

fnr many ve ,irs beforr> v-1c1::. ,1 11,1 t-ne ,IL':"'f ..:nief rabbis of the world. 

Then~ is I va!:>t void i 1 our rnid!> f,, r ,., ., met as r1 Jewisn corrrnunity for 

the firs t t irne devoi c;: f thf <.lomindt i11g pr sence of hirn who was the 

le der, tne teachflr , the auth ).-it.::it i ✓ e voir_c of the Jev:ish Comnunity 

from the v ,, .,.-, first y•~ars () f h i . minist r y , n '.)Ur cit y . .= leveland's 

fame as ;~ p-1:!~t Jewis h cente r di~t injuisher for its phi 1Anthroi)y, for its 

r~ligi ou s organi ·a tion , ,or it'..> li0nist .:'.eal , bears the unmistakable 

imprint ') t nis pOv-Jerful ,)ers _na it ·1 • rle Wil'> the tCMerns spiritual 

leader who i nevi tdbly f... used 1-.e ,, --i nd c.ongr-egat ion s to stretch and reach 

higher 1n rder to appro~ ch the level s he ttained. 

The worl c. wi 11 long acclaim him as statesrMn and corcmanding general who 

in days of dark despair s~ized the flag of his people's battered hopes 

and with n mighty ca l I to arms raised them from their knees and led 

them to triumphant victory! 

1946, when England sweetened 

Atthe fateful World Zionist Congress in 
Co~ f ~11.1,l-t..1 0 Ml 

the temptation to ,arF4Ader, in the f\M,lfio 
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of .on ress and the State Department in Washington, #hen tne leaders 

of our government would lift no hand to defend the Yishuv 

in the Counci Is of Jewry where powerful men became timo , ous about 

Zionist ag~r<;!ssi veness, the voice of the prophet in Israel called out 

lik· ~ trumpet blast: 

Be strong - nc:t Ii ke men rlnd fight! 

It i• or h<- Jewish h ist or-ian of the future to write the great chapter 

on "bo1 Hil:el Sil ve r , the 20th \..entur, prophet of the uiaspora. 

It re,nain<, f r us only o mak tl1t. tloo less effort to con tain in words 

the imoge .,.,e h~ll t1lw1ys c: her i!>r ,t h·n s the !>rir·tu"I giant of our 

c unity . 

He was ou,· le<11ier be · ,use e w•""-- ,t laL"' \vi t h t.1 :-i'> nr tor those classic 

Jew ish ideal~ ~hicn 1·e de p n 

mass , s of 0 r . eop I • 

, al • t he he a rt s o f t he 

lsr;J..! ! is intoxica ted with th t) )i , the i t , l <. 1 , 1e1rn ing, scholarship. 

He be>,: n1'.! n~ o nce our lead r bcc ,rn se ir him .v•·~t t·u~ed th vast tradition 

of , ... :sh le rnIn di::.ti I lt•d hrou h the .:.•nt:iries in the shtetl of 

Lit 1ania v;here his father rJnd ,~<nutather 1:er · ie n of learning, with 

the culture and I iteraturc of the West which n . love d and mastered. He 

wa _ th scholar in two worlds of l itcrnlur~ and learning. His zeal for 

Hebraic sen, larship ~,as expres sed by this activist scholar in the founding 

of the Bureau of Jewish Education i,1 1924 nd which he served as President 

until 1932. 

He was the leader because the pursuit of justice and the war against 

injustice is embedded in every true Jewish heart, and in Abba Hillel Silve r 

the Jewish coornunity found the fearless champion of justice, the daunt-les 



war against the entrenohed establishment of th city and its foremost 
leaders, a war against injustice to organized labor. 

He was young in 1931, when he labored uay and right with Elizabeth Hagee 
and a few others to write and legislate the Unemployment Compensatfon 
Law of Ohio. Millions of unemployed men and their wives and children 
have had bread to eat, and cJothi~g and shelter, because this Rabbi in 
Israel remembered the prophetic cal I "to feed the hungry and clothe the· 

naked". 

He was our leader these 46 years because the food of the heart of our 
people is the v1ord and concept Tzdakah - charity. Abba Hi J Je J Si Iver 
became the leader of our Welfare Fund in 1935 and taught the people the 
real meaning of charity which is the difference between grudging paltry 
giving and true generosity of the heart. I remember those days. He 
became Chairman with a sing! slogan - every giver had to double if he 
really meant to give. He 17unched the Welfare Fund on the eternal road 

v.\OltO of giving that has brought 1m& and glory to Cleveland. 
He was our leader because he was the dramatic eloquent symbol of the 
Jewish longing for true dignity and spiritual aristocracy. 

Here stood a straight and proud man He cringed before no one 
He f I atte red no one 
He courted no popularity 
He was in dead earnest 
He bore the prophetic mantle with honor He feared no man, only the wrath of the Lord. 

He was our leader because he was the kind of Jew we would all like 
to be! 

As we close our mourning with this all too feeble tribute of love, I 
think of a scene in the Mariposa Forest of Yosemite. There stand the 
awesome towering sequoias, 3200 years old, the oldest Jiving things 
on earth, the tallest trees in the world. And among them Iles a tree 
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they call the Fal len1 Monarch - it _was the tallest of al I, It fol I 

long long ago, but its bark has never withered, its stature has 

never shrunk an inch in death. 

Abba Hillel Silver is now our Fallen Mon1rch. His works shall not 

wither, his stature never shrink, so long ..is we his people . in his 

city continue to bear the glorious imrrint of his image in our 

coovnuna l I i fe. 

.:i:n:i1? i::i"""T~ 1:r 

The memory of the Righ teou ~ ; s a Glessin ,1 . 



Presentation Of Eisenman 
Award Will Also Take Place 

At Federation Annual Dinner• 
Meeting, Jan. 12 

At the Jewi h Community Fed­
eration 60th Annual Dinner-Meet­
ing on Sunday evening, Jan. 12, 
at the Temple, Rabbi Armond E. 

Cohen of Park Synagogue will pa~ _Mayor ~alph . • Loc~er will ex­
memorial tribute to the late Rabb P;e s Cl_e\eland s greetings to the 

Abb . . F ederat1on. 

e are F 
• In a departure from pre­
llienting the honor to an in­
dividual, the Charles Eisen­
man Award for 1963 was be­
stowed upon the Cleveland 
Welfare Federation by the 
Jewish Community Federa­
tion. 

The award was accepted 
!or the federation by its 
president, Fred .M. Hauser­
man, at the 60th annual 
meeting of the Jewish Com­
munity Federation last night 
at the Temple. The award 
was made by Rabbi Daniel 
Jeremy Silver of the Tem­
ple. 

"From its inception in 
1913 as the Federation for 
Charity and Philanthropy, 
the Welfare Federation has 
consistently been guided by 
a profound concern for the 
well-being of Cleveland's citi­
zens, without regard to re­
strictive barriers of race, re­
ligion or ethnic origin," the 
citation said. 

The Ch a r le s Eisenman 
Aw a rd was established in 
1923 to honor the memory of 

a Hillel Silver. The meeting , . . 
originally set for Dec. 1, wa re 1 he meetmg_ wiJJ elect trustees 

scheduled because of the death O of the Federatwn Board and dele­

Rabbi Silver, according to M. E gate -at-large to the Delega te As-

Glass, Federation president. sembly, as prnposed by the 

CHARLES EISENMAN AWARD for 1963 went to 
the Cleveland Welfare Federation. It was presented 
by Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver (right~ and accepted 
by Freq M. Hauserman, federation president. 

the first president of the 
Jewish Community Federa­
tion. Another highlight of 
the meting was election of 
Leo W. Neumark, former 
JCF president, as an honora­
ry trustee. 

Rabbi Armond E. Cohen 
of Park Synagogue delivered 

a memorial tribute to Rabbi 

Abba Hillel Silver. Chairman 
of the meeting was Lloyd 
S. Schwenger. t E. Glass is 
current JCF president. 

J . M. Berne, chairman of 
a committee for a new build­
ing to house the JCF, de­
scribed the purchase of the 
site of the old Cleveland 
Press Bldg. at E. inth St. 
and Rockwell Ave. on which 
the new home for the Jewish 
Community Federation will 
be built. 

The land and building will 
be a gift, he said, f r o m 
donors in honor of the Jew­
ish Community Federation's 
60lh birthday. 

DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 5, 8:30 p.m. 

at TEMPLE ISRAEL -17400 Manderson 

PROCRAM 

Judge IRA C. KAUFMAN, Presiding 

Eulogies by: Rabbi LEON FRAM; Rabbi MOSES LEHRMAN; 

PHILIP SLOMOVITZ. Liturgical Selections by Cantor HAROLD 

ORBACH and Cantor JACOB SONENKLAR. Music by MISCHA 

MISCHAKOFF, Violinist; MRS. MORRIS W. STEIN, Accompanist. 

Prayer by Rabbi M. ROBERT SYME. 

NO SOLICITATION ADMISSION FREE 

Sponsored by: 

MICHIGAN ZIONIST REGION-ZIONIST ORGANIZATION Of DETROIT 



___;...STRANGE TO RaATE-----

1 Materials /or a Biography ·of 

'

- Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
-----IY IAIII PHILIP l. ALSTAT----­
Wh n Dr. Abba Hillel Sllve1·, One day. hen the 

the distingut hed American rabbi tend nt, Dr. .Henry W. 
and Zionist 1 ader, passed awal man, and Mi s Julia Ricnm 
not long ag , aft r whom the Board o Ed -
his career cation later named a high ~ l ol> 
set forth w r making th ir round o 1 -

pr s re sp c ion th y vi ited th m tmg 
Qbituari . room of he Dr. Herzl Zion C' b 
editorial e and caught its member .. r d-
gies. But handed" in the act of p atin 
best th e Hebrew! On r co ering from th 1r 

hastily ke hock, D1·. Flel ch man a 1d M s 
ed portra Richman colded them for 
and could ing in •·un-Amerlcan" ~- y e; 

po sibly do I Ther upon young Abba Hille . he 
jUstice. It rrP5idP.nt of th"' <'lub, arnc.P a1 ,1 

c rtain, ho ha hi min- told these would-be mentor in 
ence as a rabbi in the Reform Americanism that the langua. e 
wing of Am rican Je-. ry and hi. in which David wrote h P. alm 
brilliant Zloni lead r hip in the and Isaiah prophesied unh· !". al 
critical day pl'ec ding the re- peace and brothe1·hood t rn 

birth of he ate of Isra 1 will ' good nough for them. 
before ~ong inspir . omeone DREAM OF AN 
amon h1 many adm~nng a 0- ISRAELI MYSTIC 
~iates to perp _uate h1 mem01: What follows ls a r p1 m 
m a ~ull cale b.iography. ~n ~nti- of an article published by Dr. 
clpation of ucn _ futme -work. Silver' son - and s cc or, 
we sugge t the. mclu ion of the . Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Sil , . m 
following ma rial • The . Temple's. buUetin of .JM.tJ 
EARLY MANIFE TATJO , U._.N 191t96~

1
under the cap-

OF LEADERSHIP tfonr\~islons hi A hkelon_,. , 
SUvel'' qualitie of natural 1 will tell you this tor b -

cause l is not without int r . I 
leader hip re already mani- tell it to you a I read it in 
fes ed in hl boyhood. When he Israeli n wspaper "Maariv ." You 
and his friend - including his 
clo t a ociat , now th chair­
man of th American Sec ion of 
the J wish A ncy, Dr. Eman­
uel Newmann-were till ow1g­
st r living on w York' Ea t 
Side they organized a gl'Oup of 
Hebrew-s aking bo in o the 
Dr. H rzl Zion Club. They held 
theh· rn ting at h Educational 
Alliance, an in titution e tab­
Jished by rich, we11-m anlng Ger­
man-American J ws for the pur­
pose of ace l ra ing the Ameri­
canization of the Yiddish- p ait­
lng immigrant mas of the Ea t 
Side. The !ounders' conception of 
Americanization irtually meant 
a high ~gree of as lmilation, hat 
is, becoming indistlngui hable 
from - the other product.s of the 
American melting pot This im­
plied amonr other things, reject­
ing Jew! h nationali m and di -
continuing the u of Yiddish and 
Hebre . 

will have to d cide what r d­
ence, if any, to give it. 

Yahy Aru i is a ixt - ight­
year-old Y m nite. Lik o many 
of hi age and tradition h p nd 
hi day studying the acr d lit­
era ure of our people. H li 1n 
Ashkelon 

At ven o'clock on th 
Sunday moming in No , mb •. 
Yahya knocked on the doo • of he 
Sup .rvl or of he A ricul ural 
Q.chool at Kfar Silver Wh n :1e 
door as opened and introduc­
tions had been exchanged, Yah ·a 
asked if he ynagogue, whir.h • 
at the arm chool, could be 
open d for him. The Supe •\'isor 
asked Yahya. to what purpo . 
"Last evening. for the s cond tlm 
ln a row a tall broad- hould red 
man appeared to me in dr am. 
He was thick-eyebro 

bite-hatred, prepos.se ing, 
a head ta!ler th n ayon a 

e , in a 
pe itt-ed no protest, 'Ari e. 
Y h a. Go to the synagogue at 
Kf r Si I • r. Study there of aered 
thin . Do It for my k Yah a. 
I. Abb Hlllel. command you 
to d thi . Will you not promis 

.0 

d , 

a i 
•as know 

d honorable m 
of all, the S 
that Yahy h 
r. SiJv r nor 
him before the ni ht 
dream. 
o ue was opened. A 

ow, Yahya nd his 
, s udying Zohar 
ok of P alm nrt ful­

the mandate he belt ves 
to have received . 

nd the news report. It 
I of a dozen critical ex­

n. I do not nece rU:, 
em. But it i inte ting 
ate whether the1 are 
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·w::, , a,ac,w, 1,7.)., rnwp zm,,rn :,; ,,vu ; r,,a,::,;::,, 
,,., .:,,i::,:,a, mac:m, u,mc a,v; n,,;,,l:i n,a,acv;:, 

nm,i 11ac w,n7.) o,,:,; rr:, .,. :,, · ,~., o::, W'K 

o,,,,•n.i:, .u:,r., wiwn, ac;, yiE1:1 1i1Jr', ,:,p,i1JM 

-,o ,_ ,,,,m i ll'O., ;v; tnDiir.i n"lr., ~,.1,t,pl'.)·n, 
ac;, :,p,-,~ 'l'l'J, ,,7.)r, ,~M ,:i,,o .o,,,l'fla ,,i::,,.:i 

;-:, ;a,tm 1,,t:,,p:, 'lD7.) 1't'Wri' lC?W ,1:1,i,:, M i n 
n7.);:,:, ,,1lnr., on,ac ,,rn;,w :tJ'lt' /':,a, i,:, n,3,r,.:i,, 

Cl'IVi l"KW ,,7.)ae ;:,,i:i .nan:, :,)::,o 'lD= l'1.l"1r.i:t 
,Onl,,%)., :,;:,,,r.iac ,,,:,, ;u;, bl'lil7.)IU ,,:i :,,,,nc 
, a,ac,w, l'll iii;,, ,.,,;,,:, 1:11:, l'li'Tna<:a i:,n,;,,:i, 1 :i, 
;::,:1 m.i, a,v; nri;:,nm m7Ji,n:, ,o,,,,ac7.):, riae 

,,mu, :,:iv; l"ID ;:,n:i ,,w::,J c,m,.:i me .ni,,,:i 

- unac Ul'K ,:i,,o oac, ; wac, iii;,,,;, nili'i:, 

,nw,,t:,, ,, n ,,, .,,::,r; :1,:101J 0'l'l'll'1 Kl ,,::,a,n, 

·ol:, ;,r., ;"ti) ;:,t l'17J,;:,l ,,7.),., ,,::, ,n'l'17J:ti n'ln,,:, 

Ji'lCP'"U)K:i m.:i,,in nae ,,v;n:,a, 0'll'l:T ,r,;:i:, l'l'll'I' 
.;,,pin o,,p-,ac:i ,ac Ml,,r.i; n l7JKl ,o,n:i 

'!Vil"t'I' ,:i,"0 .,, :, KlK a,v; ,,,,,m mion ,1::,ac 
ms i1l'l:Jl ,,,,n~ ,,,., ,,,mu.i olw ,ni,p; ;,, .,iac1J 

:,:::ii,n ,O'l'l'llO JTlr.i :,ix lVi r,,,v;,ac:, :,r,,:, j'J.,,,1 

. ,ac.,v;, n:um t:,t:,,-,:, on :i, :,:a n:::i :iacttl ,.,0:1 
rn::,, ,,ac ,,, ac,m ;,;i, ,,:,::i n,o iT'l'1 ,:i,,o., 

,::, : ,p,r,, me l'Vil"I 11i,; n,,,,::i,i:, n,::,,J7.):t nae 

l'll,,1l'IM 0"7.:)Jj'J ;::,; '11!2!:) :Tl,,7.) :,,;,r, ,,,:,,:, OJ? 

...,llU1 r,i,pni'1 nae ;,,n,,,7.):i, :il::,in:i 0,ll'l l'llU 

,.,,,:,,;, 01:, ;v; n,,n,m n,,1J,ac;:, ,n,,v; 

* 
t,act,w"ll m,,,:::i 2u.1s9r:::i ,.,,l ,:::i,,o ;;:, ac:iac 
:u,,:i :,:m, n,,.,., .,o,ia,n ;,::il:i7.i pn,n K., ,act,,;lw 

"""" :rrt1l'I o::,n,,7',n ,:::i-,:, ,,:iauJ 111v;it:, ac,nw::, ,, 
,n,, , ,,:::i,i ,,.,,ac., , "1'11 ,,,:,, ,w ;,,n n1.m, ,., w0 

I 
n 1V11 N IJ 1 D • V l N_J 

:in:, :, ,::i.,,o ',;n K!lk a,,v T'l"1JiKmm n,p',z,on 
-,p:i, n,,:i:,-m:s,M:i , a,kiw,:i cJ:, nae m.imn:i 

M:I 0"w,n ico1J "lEI., pi .c ,me O' ,i:, o J :1 
,n,::i, ,.,ac,w,::i rink :-nw 1'l'7J:1 'lW ,,p,:i; ,:1.,,0 

ll"ll ,,,nae:, , v':IM .c r:iwn ,;:i,, me Ulln ,nae 
:iip::i iwik,.., 7.ilJ nae W"lin K :, p,1:1,0 n:i-,;, ,., 
,., :,z,,:, .o ::i,:i i"i,,,,..,, ,.,,.,,, 1 ::i, ;ac,w,:i o,n 

. ,ni::it nae n1:1p', O'lW n',tc Olw ,n;:,, i nw1i;, 
,ac,,z,, n Kl".)XJ 1r7,:,; ,_.,-,,1:, p:ucr.i:i n,,,t)o :,:, 

nm::,l ; l , :,:, O"'a,,,,ln o,r.,,::i .,,,ln ,pa,n nae, 
,r.,,;, m » , nae 1;:,n; ,l"::,i;n f'P!l ,,,p,:i 1,..,r:i 

,l'l"l "!M l"I" tlO'l'l!l :it J't'i:,t, pir, '!ll? l"l7JK ,,:ii 
in:,,v; .,,,,,,1\ ~ ,,,llm~, ,,:::i ,, .nl,,o:, nr.,p:, ::i,1 

,,::i, ., :r::m, ik:i, Ol1'l'!l u,n:i nae, ,,,.,,..,:, r,ac 

n,,,,ic:i .,2n au~u l"llVil'1:l ,;:,a,n .,, :i,;:,,m :,::,-,,;, 
-r,,:i ,:-i . ,wut1-, ,:1.,,0 ;,,:, :i o ni,, ni,,,, ;,:, ,, 

n,lm:i.0n m,. 0:i ,,,::,,:ir.,; m,n:,·o,au:1 mu ,riw1i:, 
u,;1.l :,,,n:,,:,:, 'Dl:, p,:,7.) .:i,:iac·,n:i ,., ,:i,,w 

:,,m, ,:iir U'l1M!l C'7JK'll:t "'1:l'T:l i:,i:, itlVi 0'i'l'J 
-,:, 0'W'l(j'J MM 'll? _.,,,, 1,p,n, ,,x,1:1 oi,z,o l'IT:l 

- :,":, :,3,,,..,:, r,,..,p:, 1,,..,, o,:s,,..,ac:, o,on,;m o,,u 
.n,, 

,no,n:, ,, ,:i,,o ;;:, ac:iac ,.,, ;, m , v'!l::1 

e:,v;:, ,o,;w,,,::i :iw,,nn;, ;ac,w":i r,,:i nae rm:::i, 
.,,t)Dl :i:::i, o,;v;,,,::i ,,nv; ,,.,,:, nKt wrw 

:, :, ac;, ,u,a,,ac ,ac,::i mtip', ni:i, n,,3::,n ,., , n 

'l''lCl"I _,,,n., :, ,,.,'S ;u::,o T KW il'r'OZ):l '1K -,::,,l 

·r.iacr.i:, ,nae', "OM' opw:i l'rliinac:, :,rripn:, iw1.i:i '" 
,1.i, - 0,,:i,acm O'trn,w;, n lttt!l o,_.,,,ln O'J 

, u::,ir,:i ,,, in,ac :,ac-,l ac,w ,:i,~n', ;,,:, ;,::,, 
·;, m,:,,; , ru,,7.)., ,;ac,w, n,:i; n,,:i1u1 :,a,,,l , 

c Pltl'I ,nae lil7JZ) np'rn:i n,,:i;rn,xiK r, li'J 

,or:, ,,n:i ,ri ":I nilioil n11,pr,:i l"lttK'i!l iz:,Jw 
aca,v; ,,,,,n,;w, O'P!lK7.i mcip; :,7.)r.,,,a, ,i,v; tt'k 

"tp"I ,i:i::, '11'1'1l":,l1'.)!l l'I? '1 O'l:t'& OMl i :,,i, 
. ,acp,,0ac:, or;, :i,p:i, ,, :,,:, oa,,,:i 

,a,Dw·nrripn:i nn, m r,,2:, ,r,,acp,-,1;:,ac:, n .:i ':ti1 
-,p,.,, :,n,n1.i ,nttDl .,, 0,,,., l C"i':llC1'.) :,', 0 " l)J 

,,7J,., m"nJ ac,:, .n,Kp,i1JKn m,:,,;, :i,p:i l"lrJ 

"'t,:i;,; a,ac,w' or ac,z:, rimi, n,,:,a, mn::,r .,, P!lK7.):l 

1'1'l'11.:i l"ll"n:sr., ,ac,w, , i.,:i, ,,,:,":, c:,1:, , nr nn 



;w, m,:,,:, ,w 0' N~l'T n D N ' l'T ::u:, 't:J N l DO? 
',i, ,,c,,:a :,.,,:, :,n,:,w ,:,win:, n,acp,ir.,ac:, n,::i,ri:, 
-,,in n,n,n nm.,Kn iac ,ltv':i o;,,:, ill .n,,,,.,n:, 

.m.,n,n nK :,,-,, rrr::ic,:, :,c 
,,,::i,:s:, n,::,i,,-.,::i on,.,, li 1 ,.,;m., ,n 'rt:l Ol 
:ii:, ,12n,;):, ,, ;,s,n nae ,,..,., -,ac ,::i.,,0 n::,w aca, 
.,no,11n, ,m::i:, ::ic,'t,.., ,.,., ,mac ::ii,,w ,,;,a,n, -,,c,,-.,, 
-,,., nae ,,w,m .,,,. 1ac:,, ,c,au Ol'O!l ,,.,., O'lW 4 
-'S'I:, ,,,::iac n,::i., irn, ,,,,"-',; O"OW intc', ,,"-' .,n, 
p, o.,,ac s n"l"'li , nl'ir.,::iw :,',,rr;,::i nu::i, ,., :,J 
-,:, ,:,1,,,1:, :,a,,;,;,., ,,_,, nacr :,;,:,;,:i ;,,:, O"nlw 
n-,ac11n,. ',:,,:,:, n',,;,p ac,:, ,i1tc',::i,.,;,:i ,n't"-',,., 
·,m n.,',,::inr., i1"Diac::i :,n :, nacr :,.,,:,;, 01 ."',ttiw, 
-,:ul-', inu::i, n ltv 1tvZ):J ,n'tl ,i- t:?lK n , :,::i :,n 
:,n,ac :,w,i :,::i,n,:i ,:,;,,,. ,nicr :,;,:i;,:i ,rm 
-::i,; :,ri,ac w::i:, ac,:, .n,l,'i :,m.,ac ;w .,,,l 1:,,7.3', 
,:,,,:i c,,',iw:>7' ,,:,w::,i , n,,,..,,ac.,.,, nm,i; ,n,, 
,,nm,;,, .,, ,n,,., :t',i ;,•,no:,', 1::,,"-' :,,:, ,nau 

.,,,..,, 11,0 ,, iactt1l nau :,; :,;,::i .,nm:iac .,,, 
n.,,:urniriK ,:in, r,::,',i p,,,-,,l; JOl 1ac::,,-., 
nae w,::i::,', ,::, n .,,,1:, n,,3,,i:i n,::,-,Jl-':, rite ',:,,li 
n,ac;,,,,.,acn ',n;,:, nn rnc, n,,:i:-rnii,ac n ,:,, 
r:i:,', a,,nwn ,,1-'n o',iat .m 'll n;,,1 1,,..,., a,a,::,::i 
,n,1 'l:l 01 ;,a,na, ,,:, ,,n.,,:,p', ln7t n::iw, 

.n ni:, tvl>li'f rm.,,., in:, 11, ntc 

.,,lJt)i'f ,,,n::i Cl":l, n l 'Ol ,,:, ,::i., 0 ;a,:, ac::i.tc; 
:mwac-,:, o',ir:, r,,..,n',,-., 1r.11:i i::i::, .o,.,,iom o 1 
r,ac ::i:n,; .,,,1 :ii:, ,n,n11,:r:, ri.,rn., n',wl 
·on',0:i i,0,; ,.,::,,,w i:, en,, r,ac a,,:,r,, a,a,,,n:, 

.,n,, :i,o o.,n, 1Jz:>', cin 
,Cl n,11 pi :m::iJ ,o,n , l ti ,,i :nc, ,:ir,,c, 
ac,;-t .,;ac,:s,o .,,,, '):, ill W"l,, ,, ,,r.,r, :,,:, , ::i., 
.. ,o """ n c,,:i 1JZ)', , acmac Jil"i"-'::i ;,in:, nae or, 
,nae :,,m ,Ml',i::ion at', o:,,n,ncw,.,w ,,::, :,, ::ir 
-illC m,:,i p ,o,',r,c n :,r 1J7J', 0 ', i1:, C"7Jn ',:, 
p•,n , n'e' nmivr ,,:, ;,;ac . ,r,,:,n ;,ii n w 
ncl::,:,·r,,:i::i 'l t,:, ,wac:, ; rim,:, Ne no rmr.i 
,wcl .ainn ,rui,.,acr., p',n =~ :,ac, c K':lll"I rm,,pr; 
,,:s l'!l ,r,iii'l' 1 :i n "lki' i?JK 1 !l :,,,Jr. mwt ac', 
on',i, n"Tn r,:,::i, ,n i,:,, :"ll"it, 1,,.,., i'!lK1J l'!li nil 
.;m,.,• ,,;,,, onii ',w o:,,r, n,ac i:>'l ,:,::i ,l';),, 

;,,,,.,, ,ni n::i, ,r.i, ',w 'l rm ;::io:, nae ,rmc,:i 
-,,,ac::i ur.ir r,w 1:1,,nm :iac,o:i ru:, vn nae i,acr.i 
jt',WZ)l'-'l'I ',v, n,wn:,r,:,:,7J tvl)l i'"-' , ,, Jll)l ,:,D 
rac , ln ac,n ,;ac,w -r,ac:i ;,,n,m,::in; z,,c, ,::i:i 
rf':T' ,l.,, j~:, ,0 i,:, l"ll ,o pitt nw l nli'07J', 
.n,.,ln "" ',i, r,r,:, nu:,0:, nK , nr::i 11r,n , li ::i 
-r,n,;, ,,J cm :,:i ttnn n "i'1" n;,:, ,:,l,,o:, JC :, 

.cmn ac',w t2 lC'ttv', n,,1:iw ,ac,w, n :i n,ia, 
1, i .n,,,no:, tc tvl n :i::i ,cn•u 1::, o wz:, 

n1w:,', ,0 ,,n r,J-e,', n l,,in :,Jr,"-':, wac, :,i' ,~K 

•r,:,::i :1?1'1~•;, 1 1 ' i'T ,O"TytiO "1 l , NU O:V 
.ino,pn ;w mw,nn n,,,nr,1> 

.,ni:,:,::i 'li"X ,::i.,,o a,a,:, ac:iac ;,,:, ,ni,,,s,., 
-,,l ',w i'IM'it7J:l , ,,,:in OJ ,n, ,0'Pil 1904·::i ,:i:, 
,ni,.,,,,., .,s,:i ,,,, oe,·;, ,1,,s:, i,,r,,:, rue ,;,,,, 
:,rn i,,r,,.,;, ',e, ,n.,,nn .11,,ac,,., ,,,s 'l1"J :,,n 
,,"-', ,,nae, ac,n ,,::i.,,o nnDtv7" ;w i'11'1":l.l :,,;, 
-,w1an o,,.,,o ,Q't'tl, 1 O'l'rrl,,., ,,,,. ,:i,n::i, ,,wac,:i 

.n;,,,;,.:,ac ni,:,,., ,u.,n 
',w c,.,,,.., ,n',:i nm,w::, ,a,r,:, ac::itc', ,,., ,,:, 
,,., ac,::i:,', nw1 ,110 :imac v,,ac ,1lM7l ,oam 

-,,i,., .,,w:i, ir.,tc1J:i ,,n,w,.,, ,,ni::iwn?J l'lat , t:?"l 
o,c,.,,:,m 0,;,n,0:i Cl"r.,acun ,nae n,,:,a, .,,,. ,ni, 
,::in,:i Ol ; :,;,,,"-'ac nm,i:i, ni,:,,:i ;,, ac; ,ni.,:i 
, ,,,.,,w r,ac o,op:,w 17JK oacu::, nu n,,:i:rn,i,ac 
-,m n,w1,.n:, ,, ., cac,::i:, ,il'llil'-'ac 1,Z)., o:, w:i:,, 
nm:>l ',-e,i wcl ni1J1Ji'iM ;w niloc; on,ac :,; 
, i:i', 0 , ,,, OJI> ,; "ii:llC .n,O"ll'lii',i ni:liln:,', 
ic,::i', -,,::,, u,ac oacw , ;ac,w, riac:i ,,,;,,:i 1r.,r:i 
,., tiiil m ,,:, ,o,acl:i :,p,110"-' n,'t,.,!l ,,,.,:s, ntc 
nwll'-' ac,:i ,,.,,:i-e,::i o,auw 1,i,:,1.) s :i;-::ilC:>i 0,,,0, 
:,a,,,n nat'S'I' ,nl'-'r,w,c i1l'K ,r::, m,s, oac, ,n,17-'K 
,.,,, il"at ;:,i,nw iwr:,ac, ,;:i,o aci:, ,,:, ,n1-'i111 
,r,,',1lKl Cl Kl., ,:i., O .,,,, ,,,,,:, 1:,', .,nn ,,,o., 
., ',:s:i i,,.,,, .,.,,_,,c,:,r., :l'l ,,,., , 1n nacr :imw::iw 
.p1r 1,:1.,,0 ,1,::, n:il'n~ n::,tt',7-' ',w oitcl s n,o,l:ii 

tr 1,:1n:i ,,,nr:, :,,:,, ,~.,,ow:, - 1920·:i i:i::, 
nr.,nr,,,., ,nae, ,ri,1,,in m,r,; n"KP',7!llCM nn;i,,,.,::i 
~" nn',wzS:i l"Jl:, o,aul) n',wl - rmwaci:, o;,r., 
n:::i,r.iw :,~m:u, r, ,,,,i,c,.,:,:, i'1D"oac:i n;,,,1Jac 'l,'J 
i'1r■.:l'l'1 .,, • , 12'1:1 n•n,i;, 1n0 .,,nae ,,,.,,;, o,::i.,ac .. :i 
,ca;,,rn n,,n,, n n,,,:1 '?It' t:1"r::,,,,., O'W'K ,::iw, 
:,,:, ~,:, M!:UC ,,,sr, .n,,.,., Ji'I 1'1i'l'10n 'tl,,!)1.)1.) 
J"ll 'M!J , ;:,p:, nK Q'tj:'T\ , ,7.):,, C'tt:,_',i:i:, 0"~KilM li:1 
me w ::i:,; n,r,:sn lC :, 1:1;,ac .":it,,.,ac.n , n 01, ',:, ,. 
1'11.lKl l(',l( o,ic1:, nl:ll'-'li ,t,,::in 'C':l vi l(', ,,,,.,,w 
- ,:, W'tlCi'11' , W'lii'1 ',i'1j;,i'1 .,,::i,,n nu::,:i ,,::i::i',::ie, 
Oi'T1.l l'r.!Kl'-' ,J 7!)0r.l ac,:,w t3,,:i,:, l'llC "" ,,l.,., ,0 
,.,:i,,::i :,r,, ,it1li1.lK:l ,nae ,n, , ,n , mr'tw i'1:sii 
j:'llCl KiilW l"lli1 nj:'iS ;:, ll°:,; i'j:'llUl:l iicJ"1 

.uJc', 
,,., :, r,,::a nae ,18 1:i ,,,,i:, ,::i,,o :ir r 1911·:i 
·i r,-, 0 l:li', e,iir,:, 1'1"::l:l , OKl Ol'O:l i r,)',', ,.,,:,, 
.nm,1·1olaci n,,;r, ::ir,:, ',w r::,i0, li' n,:,w ,C""r.) 
-;ni't :i,~::i or.,ip7" oac, c,ac, o"w::i,::, ,,ntc ,::i; o 
, ,-., ., i::, , n ,:,0pw :i,,:i,:i, o't,,7-'m o,,,z:, 
n ;'t,c 0,nnD0 o:i ,,pnr.) ,,, ,,n ,nn rti n 
0 M'',J!'l 17JT:i 1W1.l:l .:in:,:ii i'1J>-',J:l n,i::ir, n"li"'S 
, 1.)Jm ,,,lttt ,:,r ,l, n t:>il'-'l c ;pac:, nae n ltv', on 
:,n lC:l ,:,p,,7-'lC n,,n ', 0 :a, i'1:> C"l::i,, 0"l"i1l1" 
.,.,,:s, n 'tn"tvr.ii1 n,Jun:i ipn::i ,:::a.,'to i'O J :,a,iyn 
·c, ;,:, .o ,::i,n :,-, wm ni,co:, ,:,,,it,o,:,r1 :>!ll::1 
,., n,·a,cacz:, ,n, Ol 1'I .,llKm n,,::i,n hl>Wl ,n 
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-il:i 29-rr z,t)a,nna, .n,,n,ac23:,·rmmc:a il»1:, oac 
·r,ac a,i, ;,,n:i r1,i,;r, nl.,,7J o,p:,; 1947 ,~~l 
-,r,i,:1 i:1:,.2 p;n ,:a,,c, a,a,n ac~aca, w' ,,:, , ;ac,w, 
:nc MDP.? ,~,., 2e; 1,,,,co,:, oi'lt' , mer :io'm:il 

.nt l0,n:i m:,r 
n0,n:,:, m:,T~ .,, il~y N':I ;K,w" t'\l'',2) ,Ol0K 
::1, oi, ,,i,-e,,·r,ac:i :,nm n,,,m, n,rn:, ~Nm 
;,r,i,~~,p, :,n,ac~:tr 1,nil'? K":Jl'I., .,,, :,:i 11.)Wl 
-l; o,;,:,, il"l'I ac;w ,ac,i:i, ,ac,,:i 1:1,,ac . ,N,Vi' ,w 
me O"::m, ,.,n K; Cl't)"i::1m ;:17Jn;;,;):, riac :,!) ;:, 
:imac ,;:2 (o;w m,nil ;w, ac, ,:nr N,~,ac,) t·nu, 
·iacr.,:, r;,7.)iac:, iwK:, ,.,!l7!):m!l 29·:, ,w :n,,nn 
.:11,,2):, n7Jpn ,, ,t,,;ni,, ilnp,1~ ,,,:,n min 
n,,ni, nlno ,w zm,'t>l r:, :,o;n:,:, inK; 01 
-,0:,t, "l"7J ;:,, ,nm:,Kl? l'1l'1~7J ,M~?Ml'JM 'il'W, 
l'\lC ;:,3; ,,,i ;,,:, .O"linn, 0.,,lln~ •nv 0"0 
_;;:, lC::llC ,0'~i"lC7J ',:,:a,:,; K',i J3:,,:,; ac', ,~:llC2)l'1 
-i,ac:i ,zm23ac o,i ,7Jir o, c,w :,,:,-e, - ,::i, o 
tli'Z'W ,MDivt :,r.,ip ,C>"vTM o,:,,i, ;»: W'K, ,,:, 
ac,n - ,m,,:,:i, ac, o,7J,.,,ac 1:1,w, ili'nD'' 'N? nu~ 
l'IM O"vn, u,,,w 1rt,, n::ano, il''n, ,,:,; ,1:2n:,u,, 
,np,,~ac ni,n, ,.imc ,n, ,,~,.,, n~, ,n:.,,,7Jn 

cac:i ,u.nac m;:,:,, , "mm, r::ia,,,m ,,,,,:a:rrni,K 
r,acr ;,z,,;, .mum tin7J; r m uniiN1' me l:l'Wll 
, riac:,, ,,:,,1:, ::nw,.,, n,1,,in rrJ'l:1n, r,,'.,,,1 ni:,, 
r,~p;, v;ac,l 1t)J Cl"lKir~,, t:1''?,il OJ"~'' CJnilC:lW 
:,;17.), ,7.):,W7.) tiiac C'nll ,,,,.,:I ,,,:i.:i .,,,n,:,' 
-~,, 1'\l'e'i1 lJl'J', ac,,., 'll'W~ ,l., :,,:,, ,,n',Mt, m:il 

.nl"1 
,:::a":,-,ac:a ,:::a.,,o -,;:, ac:::aN, .,ac,w,:::a ,,,.,,,;-,:a ,,, 
-w• mM1JSJ ';,tv ,,n:rn, n,n,rn tvN"'l:1 m,, CH'l'lV: 
, ,ac,w•:i p:iac7!); c:i•Dniw, 0n•,:in c,J ,n,:, :nc, 
"'Mi' 0:1 .mcz:,', mac,:i;, ',:ar, n,,1•1) ;:,:::n :i":,iac:i 
m,,7.):, r,7,);,n Jl..,_., i'tl"lD'Jtv, m,,,,ac:i ;n~,,c;,·r,,, 
'l1'ti'T i:,:iacz:,:, t7J m,,,ri:, ,n,a;,,, ;:,,nw ,,:, 
P:lM7.) - nam, nw,,w~:i r,,rnr1 .:i11n,ac:::a !:llt:1:i 
"'tlM m,:,, ;e, ;,p::iac~, ;u,,,•acl :,r:,,;cn·ri,,acw 
ac•n - ,ac..,w,::i r,,rnn : i'1liwac,, wac,:::a, ,:,;:,,, 

,i'll'•1r.)l"r l'IK il? MK'll'l'e' 
-r:,acm rf"17.)M :,iiwlMTU' ,:::a,n k'!ii "lK.,t, :,z:,:, 
29·:2 ,l,.,K :Sl'ln ,:1',•o ;;;, Kll< ;i, ,ni~ .,, z,,, 
a,-e, :,,-,it,0,:,:1 ni.1; ,,wi,n ci• imK ,,::11:::m::i 
n1101>';, ,.,li'T m o,,: .,ni,-e,•ac c:iri i1'tv c, m.:i, 

,:,p,wl·r,r,,z:, nrJ MT b ,:1, 

rmu.)Sf't or., rii,-nn:1 i•7lzi nr,,,n iaci,r, ,rii7.), 
;i, .,., ac'n ; miDii:,n ',w n,,-,ac:, ,nae, ,ac,w, 

n2,i-~, ,z:i, :aip:a nil? tu' i:,T .me unr,ipr, 
.o,,il'l"n 

'li,i:, n,:::a:::a C"WP c,n,~,,,:a ,7.), ac,:, .nact :,it,7.) 
.n,,n,::i ,z,,,.,;,,:, r,,l,'ti1 m,,ncnn ,,n:,, ,,.,w 
N.' c;,ac N7.)'nJn Ji'Kv',7JKil ,n~rrr,ri:2, :,p,,t,M 
"'KW ,il"M nit,: -,n,., il'li' .,rm7.)K :,e,;m K'n ll:il 
: rnn ,u,,~7.); ,,,.n, u,a;,,, iwcnn;, in,,., il, ,,0 

tliM ,:i ow, .Cl'!l, rmlip:1, Cl'V?P Cl'i'llC~!:l 0:i ,.,, 
,~,,, :,a:,t,i, ,z,,-,,:,,,1 i17Jl'I.,~ ,:,,:ion ,w :,;,,,. r,,rn 

:,:,ur,:, iir,:i t:l'ViP t:1"7J" ,.,,, ,,:i, 1:itm ,,,l .c,n • 
l'T'it,1JM "~l., r,mw mc,pr,::i m,,,.,, n,.,_.,, n::i ,,nw 
·rn,n t:1l ,,:, tirti M;, ~ 0,0,0:itim ,,,n ,c:,,r:scacm 
MT ;:, .n,,nr,n:, l"INll'!i ,,,,,wp:, m"W"K ri,, TD 
1 n:a:,; , ,.,z, ,,, tm, o;,K ,o.,.,,,:a,:r:, 0,,n:i ,,,:, 

'l';)":l ,mn,.,w, ,,p1m N"tu? 01';)1'iMt1,i ;i,t,i ,p,:, r:i 
,ri,,&;iiu:, ni,,:m:, 

* 
.. ,.,, ,:;,o ,w ir,J!)i:, :,i,,:, tl"'l, xn o,o,mp::i 
r,r.,w;w ,,,,., ;:,:, ; ac,1Jn~ ,,~n :,,:, 0;,ic:, .r,,tc 
.,w '"r7JI~ bk •:, r,,w,ac n.,,,n p-i M? ac,:, ,mac 
,,:uc ,~,,:,c:,, K'nv n',K Cl .,;,:, o,mi'M r,,;rr,:, 
,:,,n,, ,,,, ,tli'"O'illii,:2 Cl"WI' ti•ni:,,, .,w o•~" wn 
,o, ,,ac, 1:1',i7.3 ,7.),, •r., ,,1.)z, ,,,., ,:,1,,m i,~::, ,; 

.,,;M "'1!:11? 
rin r,m ,,:1 :; 1:11',:,·i£1cn 1lJ ,.,,n o•p::iac,.,:, ,pie 
-,1u1 1:ai,nn ,me; :,i,,;1,:, r,,,tce,, r,ac:i ,,,w 
-,pit crit,,,::inw rimwn n,ir,:, ,_;,a;,,z, 1ll ; ,a,,, ,,n.,, tc"'1 :nn0, ,,::,, ,,,,,.,,M i,,.,nnn, ,,~ ir., 

·rm l"IDl,M rlri?•JE)jJ ,p,I) : liwiip;r y,acn n•J:i l"\K 
.n,::i::i ,n,,::i;orn,:ic,ac ;v; t,l"0!li 0,mi,:i nz:,,i 
zmn,ac~:, rm.)iac:::a ,M"ki'""'IClCM •mp:, nn:i, 1:a;:, 
. .,,, w,,,., ,,, :,,a,ac f"l:'I? :,,:, iwDMVi Ml'D ;:,:n 

1,w t:l"~•:, ,,:ii:i 0"':lin:, OM •i:, ,ill'"lJ; t:l"i 
.,wi:, p::iacr.,:, 

,MWl"'IMn Z'llC r,ac: '"'l!lll"I ::iitu•', ll'll ,:i,•o 
,., l'Ktui r,,rn::i ,n, ri,1.),J ;,~,iz:,ac m,:,,v, 
:,,:, ,ac,v,•·rm: ,;w ,,p,:::a -,:, .,pc,, ,:., w,wn . ., 
;,i•t1r::1 pi ac; ilmtc rn, am, .r,ini,n ntc 01Ji,r., 
·w:, .,:i,n "'11)0:, ,t,wr., ,.,,.,,n 1ll 1'"lii,n:, n,rn:::a 
"

1 n;, ?11iac,, inK iir., :im,:, 1•: c•on,:, ,r,.,,nn 
,,n: 0,nan,7Jn;z, ;v; m:,0 n.,,n m,,;r, ,'lW U7l 
f"tl) ,t:l,,!1l",l l'MJ' OJ ,n, ,::i; 0 l'TWJ ,::i,w•:, 
ac,::i,:,; 1:, ,;"r ,,1.),.~ :I"? n,,:,, :,m l''t>Vll,::i 
,o,t,,,~:, ,,:l ,l.,'Z' p:iacz:,:, r,,rn::i o•on,:, ,,on; 
:,,:, .,,nac:::a tu'K ir,n,,, K., 1:1,i,:-,,v, ,r,,niac1J r,,rn 
o,,,:,r, ,::l,tu"; ,m,::i O"WPiT t:l'll-iM ,mc::i m 
n ;:,ln:,, 0•,nac a,,::,n, i:::i_;,o ';tv; ,,ir.,K1.) :,D, ,a;, 
'111,.,,,D~ MT pie J"IKtn minKn tilwn&;i n,3:,~0n 

.11:,w" ac,v; :m,, ,0J1J iac ,,,, 



RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

Rabbi Silver's death is a gre~t lo~ to the Consu rs I ~gu of hio 

and to the social causes to ich he gave mafnificent ea rship 

For over a quarter of a century Rab' i Silver worked • th us, firs as 

a board member, later as an Honorary Vice-President, and always a 

friend on who could count for substantial support of our program. 

Of special significan -,,as is lon a d d voted effort in th cam-

paign to secure u mploymen in uran for Ohio ers A far 

back as 1928, at the League's request, he too h l ,ad n studyi. g 

the problem. A small but representative c mmitt e wa or d 

his chainnanship. e met throughout one r in his s udy t 

Templ . T ose of us who shared the p 'vi ~ o membership in thi. 

group ·11 never forget the inspiration ich he engendered. F 

this small committ effort the movement spread. He carried through 

in the long legislative bat l and ·n the work of the Govemor's 

Commission on Unemployment Insuranc of hich he was a distinguished 

member. 

We are deeply grateful for all that he did and we kno that his wor 

will live on. 

Adopted by the Board of Directors of the Consumers League of Ohio 

January 17, 1964 



u C lil z e-4.,7?{ M-V 1 - l · 1/ Rabbi Silver's Words for Today 
Rabbi bba Hill l il r died late in • o e'.nber 

n hie heritag of de otion to the h1ghe_t ideal of d m ra y and religion. Lik great number of f • d ' f TttE CttLR H~fAX have not f rg lten an ur n n -· ' 
· d • • F bruar)· 1949 wh n Bi h p Oxnam re e1,•e 

evenmg 111 e . • . . . the hurchman ,, ard and Dr. ilver. ga\'e h1 1~10, mg tribut to th bLhop in " rd which under - red his o~rn high oncepL of religiou and democratic id~al and wh1ch con, tantly e ·ernplifi d in hi_ life of act1011 f~r worthy • m~rw field f w quotation from h1 addre cau, e 
111 

l d h" ft ,, ill illu trate the· quality f hi faith and a er~ Ip. ?r peaking of the "fundamental purpo e to which m?n m - 11· t d ,, t them elve if the\ are to be fa1thful 
our ca mg mus - . . d" . h • • 1• d hallenge of th ir religwu tra 1t1on 
t t e m p1ra 1011 an 
·h· h • th ca e of J w and ChrLtian tem fr m on ,, JC • m . I h" f e the Piritual and eth1ca teac mg o c mm n urc - - "d · · the Bible:· and app alina for One World. he _a1 m part. Prophetic religion has never accep_ted the concept of • ·table and irrepressible conflict between classes, an 1nev1 • d" t· to the nations or races, in spite of surface m ica I?ns . t Ath .. •art the dark and obdurate 1rreconc1l-con rary. "' . · ·t f rmon abilities of system and ideologies, the sp1_r1_ ~ re i.,. b d steadfastly the light of reconc1bahon. . . . . ,;~~~er it be capitalism, socialism, . or communism, there are basic principles of human nghts and essen-"d l at stake in each and the church and 
tial human 1 ea . '. • f t mu t under all conditions remam ree o svnagogue , t · d quate d·efend the e ideals for which no sys em ~s a e . t The long debate which will conhn~e guaran ee. • • • f d social for generation on authority versu~ ree om, on t·t controls to in ure economic secunty versus_ cons i u­tional liberties to protect the individual,_ will not b~ ettled by the atom bomb. Regional secunty pacts an armament races have always led to wa_r-not to peace. It is only through the very patient and heart­i:,;e~kingly slow processes of workin~ togethe~, through h available agencie as the Umted ation , that sue_ find their way ultimately througn tne nations may th n labyrinth of suspicion, fear and hatred t? . e o~i­fields of cooperation and peace . . .. Go~dw1ll is pre . cated upon difference ; it is not pred1ca~ed o~ um-f ·t It i·s not important that we all thmk alike or orm1 y. 

Ch · f · act alike · that we all be Moslem, Jew or ~1s ian, that we ~II be capitalists, ocialists o~ cor:im~1sts. _It is important that we expect that which_ is smce_re m each of us and that we refra~n fr~~ using any mtel­lectual or physical violence m gammg a~ adv~ntage over our neighbor. Whose is the greater _wisdom. The • dom of him who called for the beatmg of swords :~~ ploughshares, or the wisdom of tho~e who call for the most deadly instruments of war. 

PORT~AIT OF RA~BI ABB~ HILLEL SILVER, painted by Laszlo Krausz since the spiritual leade r s de~th ,n November, was unveiled yesterday at the Tem I Museum, whe re the art ist is showing his recent works. The portrait has b!~ donated to t~e ~emple Museum by Krausz. His one-man show of six paintin s landd403 drawings ,_s t_he result of a visit to Israel two years ago. Krausz is a Clevt 
an rchestra vrol,st. 

Rabbi Silver 
Tribute Set 

A MEMORIAL ASSEMBLY IN TR■U1E TO AN IMMORTAL LEADER OF OUR PEOPLE trNt palalot, scholar, oratw, lllstorlc 11C1t1ona1 C111C1 l■tentatlo..al fig.,. A memorlaJ aaaem.bly in tribute to the late Ra.bbl Abba HlUel Sil­ver, world Jewish leader who died 
November 28, 1963, Will be held at Ha.rria Ha 11 of Temple Sh~ Emetb, 6830 Delmar Blvd., Sun­day, January 19, at 2:30 p. m. 

The Pn>gram Ja under the au. Pk:es of the Sl Lowa Chapter of Zk>nlst OrgaruzatJon ot America. 
Babbt Jullu J. Nodel, Prettident 

of the Ol'IIUlbation hN-e and for­mer aa,.....st.e to Babbt Sliver ht Clevftalld t...,_ .I.Ne to UN, wtU deliver the JDemorlal addreea, ,. Aa 
I Knew Hbn.." Memorial Pl'lli)'er will be aunr b7 c.ntor Jacob Ben­ser of B'nu Amoona ~ &Ion. 

Rabbi Sliver wu T nowned aa rabbi, author, orator, acholar and 
aa an archJtect of the Sta.te ot Iarae1. The Program ia open to the PllbUc. 

RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
1893 • 1963 WII be held ullder the auspices of the St. Louis C-,ter of The Zlolllst Orvalzatlow of America 

Sunday Aftemoon - January 19th, 1964 2:30 P.M. at Harris Hall 
(of Temple Sltacn Eatetll) 

IAIII JULIUS J. NODII. of T ..... s•••• ......... •Nd• A•I.,_, ,. lallltl Slnr la C'"91•cl. OWo ha 1t4'-1tl0, w11 .._ ... M1■1rbl Ad ... i"AIIINwH.._" 
"■ Mole ta:•■mla" bJ CANTOI JACOI 11NZi1 of rN1 Aa11• C... ......... 
ML MOSIS J. SI.ONIM w11 pn11de. 

OUR ENTIRE COMMUNITY IS INYITID TO PARffCIPATI AND TO DRAW INSPIRAffON FROM THE UFE OF THE •RIATEST AMRICAN.JIWISH PIRSONAUTY OF OUR ffMI 



----

The Theodor Herzl Inatitute 

Mew York, M.Y. 

ffl mwc 
ABBA HlLLIL llLVD. 

Addrea• hy 

Harold P. Mali.aOA 



J.1 Lpr·, wi1e:1 1,1 ,e mind. w •s a bli> L,, 11<:CPft t.he i_u,n:,ln: hle d,·cr,i~ ~ tcr, t.iir, h,,.rt. r<•,iect, ,,rl, tti, ; 1·e w .• ~· •t 1111iet ~trevw ,, f r1!cc llecti,H1 -­~cr>11cs l)f ~t, ru ;·· !e :,nd .,f •rrirndenr, words th, t r a n1: rnit. t o 1mdt.it11del'; arid wordi-; Hro f>lt ~•>ft]y in fl , h ,ok-lined study, U\l •d ~t, )rie,'4 at tllf' di!,1H:r t,, ble .tiJCI I.he v ·• ice of co111:111, ntl in tnc c ouncil~ ,, f Ii p-rt~11t 1110Vf)l'.Q8nt , l t n• nihi nL' ,1110Uu~r I'ii .. nll:-. t• iviH,o; Da _v •, ixL<• 1•11 
• 

' 
in Nc)V , 111h, ,,. J!l ,l7 -- wltc11, 11n1i<1r Dt . ' ,ilvPr',•: lP ,•d 1'l '.•,,, i , w•• w,,t·c • .f1rV••t·.:.i.~hly t-r y ing t.() <: ,11vf't'L all j ,· m<>udi11 !~ de l•:;.I., inLo L l 1P :, 11 1,'" L f},e:;\t~~ ... uwm,:,d, wbi~h the ~Je,dsn 1w,1,,Jp lHrl P.Xr'rjl')flCecl i n ,tlmo rd , 2,l;tJO _Ve h- 1'~. 'ft,e UriiLPd '., Nf.t,1 1nl'l wnP. rhcnt t n vote ,111 the 1 ] " 1-,line ,,rt't .i on Hesolutjon and it 'Wf.i.8 by 110 mi:1 ,' ns 00.ru :• in l, 11, t. we li .({ t11 e 11r•Ct1~~.ir:y two-tt ; irJs m,,.,jority. f.'v(>-1'y-,, t.,dug dePended \)ll wJH~L,1cr C!Ht United ~Lu .. tes Dele g i1Linn would urre otbe·Jt , l 

,' ,, n ,1t.i. ,n1~ to vote~ in f11v ') r of i 1e Rei-1 1>]ution 1,,11.l t h iri "'".S V1\ry 111ud1 in ',to,11ht. ) . 'flint. Ttmnk,,n;i\· tn /l 1, 11 id11~r 1r ,n•idP1l t., 11• lrit,t ohu.ncH to t,1,11,.fnno r, l,u:b,.t1t 11Cn11iP;-. c.t.-.<.t 111tP ncl, iv,~ B~ ,ou1,f1.i -- ,·11rl AL,1.Ja iii f lc•I ;:i 1Vt•r· \\'11 ~ d~tt·t~•dn,•1J to t,k,. fnll ndv 1, 111 o11,. P of l t1 iH op p orL11nit.y. '.,1any H sL 11 L1>1-1111n WH:<~ Cf,.1'1e(t tt'\\"fl _y f,· .,m Lnc> d-i •111(~r t ,. bl<• on t11nt Tirnnki:.~1.ivjn, Day. Th,~ Jewish lf:'t,Ole fi~,tin• : for it, ,.; fuLure, nrni .<;oci ;, l niceties li,,d L· , hB 8WP.pt h1-; ;1.oe i, l I .now t:1f> re:-;u!, .s of L:,j•, concel't.,ed eff nrt of which l?r . Silver ,r,,A > 

1)f :,i .<.; rnontrn,ent- <L.1 a.chieve,,1ent. 

Rerncutbr,wce oi' such tno .. nent.,s led me to l onk ago in· into hi~ writin,q;s, 
to .seek ids s tdrit.. in niH wnrks of sc h, ilurR ip -- the l11bor he loved T1Jost a.nd. t,1 which he invnriithiy rc:Lurned fnrn1 ti1P. FJCene,.snf J.tll"it,icnl stro, ... ,rJe r;,, nd tile cl,~rnor 11f 1·011tnnr1,i•s;v, j>erh , ► p s 1 -wnul•l fju,l wor,I 
t. H~ g rit-,f 1,r1Hh1c,)~'·" hi ,,:;; <lPn .• ~ll. 

what he:-~ hn d to swy 011 t.lu• !=luli,ject 

th ~t v., \1 ~ \llqt,ch 

''1' 

l\ y t,•, CH:H' di,1 11n t. cl1f1 0J1ptrittl., tu.:,, . 'fh_t.ik is 
of 1lPn th ·in "When~ JudHj.Am }Hff~t·,~t1 11 1 • lie cri:-;i,-1 i11 km1,,1,11 c1c: ,t. c,nce ·i !il n ,,t:, the f ,, ct of donth or tli(• WW(IJ'P,rte!-1~ rif 



_,,_ 

to I ,~n .. , whid, li1·1n1 cri."i. nn<l tri. e<l.Y i11Lo t,h~ir I ive. 

(I '111, l.hH \11lf•A 11ytd Lh k, 

\V i ,, l 'I • I I 11 I I i Tl 'l 1 '. ;,< f' ' 11 n l II I 1 (, h P, • 

RHH, (1ni11:'. hut. untn,dd()n w:ty of ,1111,. 1111d •• ,uJ w. ic 1 1•ivc ri.'4<' L 111on'R 

1-1pirit,u1l m,,1.l-i .. e a.rt Lhe dee~ron.e,1 i1nd undefine11 8orrnw::i of t.hcir )jvefl," 
1;1ien AeF!ll in t,i1<• c nt,t•xt oi hi~ own phiJo~ophy, th. life 

ol', blm ild1c>l Si1Vf1J' 1~,,1eri.,es ii--;, IH~;rntjful wor of nrt -- whule, bo.lc:ncP.rl.; 
t. , t. 11 l I y l u l f i l 1 (' rl • 

,,s l iv,:d in our t,iwP-, whi<.: i 11,Lcl .;tH'll u 'l!.C i, nN·d )f 

, ' I i • 

J kn11 of no i-4i11, le t-111 .r • of 1·~L,,r·v r1ich <.,11n fully u,l 
sllLi.-1', cL irily expl.dn Lne e111er€(DCC of t.llv e-xt.ruordinary lender nt U,e 
n.p 1 ronri.itf" nwnient in t·ime. V le her Lil r • t r0v-,lutions hlive iH .. en 

.tr .ni.~i np; the course of history 
will r,,main u 1H)Ver-e111Un1• n.nd f sc:1111L1n~, ,ll:J,joct of i.n~uiry., Both 
n • ,r .. nc;,es hav1! Lhi•ir ,. 1.• ,d it,.::; 1rct., , n<l J , 111,l, fiud lhein umtn,11 ly 

,,1111l it..,· of Jn11dc•1·. hip -- 1~1-. in Lltf' c,d::e ,d' Lhn 1 ericnn lievoluLion whir.h 
br·,urht f0rt.h ;i.L 'lne Lita~ allli pl:co ,fotrniwt .. n, .Jet'fe,:·"n, F1r1nklin, 
Aua1,1s~ f\mcii;-;1n, lWmi.lLon \one could i~o on r •. nrl tHte) -- hut we still d'> not 
know -why tli1"' b untii'ul er ip was lmrv<>:--ted on t.hP.se sLores in the lntt.er 
wlf ,11' t,ue ('i1 ,1tc>enCh cc-11tttr)'. We cau unly thnnk n beneficent, I'rovidC'n.ce" 

With ren•ecL L1, Isr,al'~ ,~st,.tblish,llent -- ot', in tho true 

n t w o r le ~ I I c 1 \> , 11 l d m: 1 k P a n i n de end en t J e w i. h ~t, , d, e o, hist n r i c n ~cos i t y . 
llnt it i.i-- no le:,.s certujn th;~t it requjred nH::n of geniius to reco1pnh:e the e 
fnrceH, t,, i.1tLen,ret tt1e111 correctly, ,rnd y their n.ct..:ions to htLrn(!1H1 t elll 

toll pr11,:n,.m wl,ich wonld tt·unsfonn 1hitoric 11e<.:e~.-.it,y into iii,t.ori.o 
inev it.nbil i l.y. 

Herzl h, .. ,t I t, 11. priH'P. ~ in l8U7. If<, ~tt in ,notion tho 
rpv,,lut inwu·.r pro,rru1 w.iich w,,uld h(•com flll w1 >rHcedented cl 111 lP-tc , ,d • ,:-

·r1 d .. chnllen1-1: criuJ,1 he 

" l i L 1 1; r • ,,ful,1q11~ c· 



fl·1110 Lhe ,Je wi<,h N,•t.,ional lln111e, w~11le World Zio11i.d .. d1 ,'10111n c_y, ,vhich w1tR haH•<I in ton,l,111, <'lltd iHUPd L,, Jin!. it..1 dt•"Lin,v wil!. ll1·it., h1 . r,1.,1,11wld l<t , 

1. .. .1~ p • l i tic.i l s~nt 1 i~ I e f\ir ,JP.1;i r; .. ) ~l1d,ehood was bound to shift fr om Lond r,n tu .Vru1ltin11_L 1n1. ·rtu"rC' wpre Lvrn ho!1eful elements in an oihenl'i:,e dark pictu,·e ,Ht-> 11. ct1t.il, ti1e ot,i. ~r iwtentj al. There wn.. tile .n:;gnificrnt YiRhlJv in l':dv.•,t,jnc, cn•11torl h_y Zioni.~1t vj 11011 flflO pionecriwr. Thf}r e Willi Amorjcr\f wit 1 1 t h P ]ar:1:p;;.; t .IPwiRli co, 11111 t11dt Y \II liiHt 1n·y. Awe cic:110 '7,ioni!ifll w1i:~ ch1t !l tHlf'~d t, , n·•Hiu<'t: an<»,. t,-v 1f• of ,J,, wi.,,il st, t,t'!Sl1an .1 on,, w,ao wi,11!d hn cJ,,11pJy 11,l,t, ,.n 1f!1i 

He was an American rabbi, preeminent as a leader of ReforWifudaism. 
but nurtured by East European Jewish traditions and folkways, and bound in love 
to the masses of his people. He was undeviatingly committld from early child­
hood to the Herzlian concept of political Zionism. He was schooled in the 
processes of political action in a democratic society; endowed with a powerful 
intellect, a commanding personality, _and oratorical skills that could persuade 
masses and move them to action. He was perfectly cast for his role by life 
itself. 

-Dr. Silver's biography and the history of Israel's establishment 
are inseparable -- for any review of the momentous years that followed his 
acceptance of the chairmanship of th American Zionl t Em rs ncy Council ht 
1943 brings into bold relief the decisive influence iiilll he exe rcised in determin• 
ing the character, policies, pnd program of Zionism in i. ts moot:.· ~c~r~u~c~. ~ia!!!l~ _ _;___...:,...._~---.. 
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Hisloty w1 il affirm wti .,L .._. rtai11 1 •-w ll't 11/ hJ tcny h vt• 

sought to obscure -- his poli ie a 1 ts pollt ica !,t ,ltl'~Y p oved to b'= 

decisive in the achievement of Jewi ~u ~catehood. He al rd the very na ture 

gf American Zionism; he converted a broup of wel -in lentioned, but politically 

passiv , Zionist perso11alitii>s intc tle. ncrv • cc lc•r uf r. revolutlorlary 

program with a mass t ol l0wing. He c v n a rel ta~t naLiun 1 Administr tion 

\J 
first to cspose and then to impleme .t a policy wnit:i i s own State Department 

/I 

tri d to scuttle. He led the Worlc. ,.1 ni.s .0vLmen • tow; _d the decisive bceak 

with Britain which resu lted in the referral of the Palestine problem to the 

United Nations. He directed the prep r ion and p •·sent at I on of th .fowiah 

cas b for the UnitcJ I at ons. 

This is not the time or place 'or a de tailed revi ew of the 

events leading to that other unforgettable dat1:: -- May 14, 1948 -- when Dr. 

Silver stood before the United Nations and announced the proclamation of 

the State of Israel. Tonight I would speak of some of the special quali-tles 

which formed this ph~nomcnal person . 
......._ 

He was pri ma ily a rabbi. l do not mean this merely in a ,._,, 

profess ional sense, f or the daily tasks of the rabbinate were always 

peripheral in his scheme of things. He was light-years removed from that 

segment of• today's American rabbinate which is distinguished by its 

appli ation to building programs and aim~ t i ndist i nt uis~\t.. from 

corporation x cu lve in industry. Il wa a Rabbi in th historical meaning 

of. the word a teacher and scholar. As far 1ack s 1949, when I attempted · 

to de ine the unique na ture of Dr. S'lver's leaderstip o the Zionist move•nt, 

I w ote: "No real understanding o f Dr. Silver the roan and the leader•• 

is po ible wi hout an appr ciation of the fact th the s first and forCflllOlt 

Rabbi Silv r, a p .r C\ d ep .piritual conuictio11 and profound acholar .... 
\4<. \-.a.'\'-~~~ • "'~it ,~ C..\..t\f..alw-J., O~o ~-~ ~ \--.tv.t~c..c.. """'-~VG~'w. 



one ior whw there can e no r at • t 'ling · n l 1•. t •bar this f c t 

in mind, m,tny things wh c at [i r st d l I..! •~ b ome crystal 

und,"? n1e•n t >i y f p no · n~ many 

, • ommu t n . b 'w YorK cl 

Cl v1dand or \ ashin ton nd C ev a. p r 1 of six ye,r 

in oid r to b l> ck in hi.s ~ pu n he ab t . '-· Y, even in the 

midst o th• 111o·t scv r eris in 1. ,olit.1 l • t .... ould be f ound at 

Tll • T<•mp l happily e1 6.'1 ,. i 1 

ye,un•<l 101 tlw pNH" 01 1is st <ly; 

day wh~n h could <l vot: 

~ 

wr ot> th• prioun<l M sianic , 

W SI SC 

,. 
eculat o, sin Ira 1. 

r . why, urrounded 

r •nd th l h 

i fully of t \ e 

t he day s when he 

"When we vh•"' Dr. • l r in he l g t of i dedicati on to the 

spiritual ess~nc~ of Judaism, we a b·tt•r able to undcrst nd hi s unshakabl 

aith that th• 7.ioni t ·m1 e ould tr 1ph, no tter wh t t1 ob t c a, a 

well a t he quality kin to mysticis ich is present even i n hi s most'political' 

ut terance s a quality which ome r garded as a contradicti on of his basic 

charac t er , but which chos~ close to him understood to be the t rue xpre ssion 

of t hat charater . " 

Th• subs •quent y •ar •; •1 v •d to con i 1m thi udgm nt. Thos who 

wer toni h J by the fact that Dr. St ver was ble to r•adj ust tot• lif 

of Rabbi o f Th Temple in Cleveland, aft r he resigned frvin leadership of the 

Zionist Mo em nt in 1949, imply aid not understand t hat The Templ had alway• 

been hi spi itual hom n<l the 01 0 i::, ve lif 
~ 

This f ct so h d g t on h1 ,tt,tud t r in n l 
I\ 

a ffalr o f t, • tJ., oni t 0 gani·ac·on. 'hi Zi nl I\ ti • c •n al i d a which 

mot iv l •<l lii li f. and thought, he h, llU . ambi t ion to ho l d off tc in th 



• 
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1ov tnl!nt as an nd in it Lt. He ktt w full Wl' 
h • i 1111.h,r nee of power aud th use of power -- b~t he alway 

~lde ~ LU~~~ etts which transcended personal ambition. When he con en,. t,imse :,-l' It 
f ,at r . t organizatl onal politics, he did so with charactcri ·t1c mill.vncy, u t it wa always in order 

to assur suppo1.t for hi polici 'S. tt> receiv <l uo ,. go ~., isf cl1on from 
exalted titles whic h he did not eq ..;a \.! w1 th leadcn, td p or statesmanship. 
-- and remained -- a Rabbi who had uec~ draf ed fvr e vice to his people. 

He wat; 

I have rer~rred to th~ y .. tica1 qt.a ty nj (.; Bn0n6iuhuuu\a emanated from Dr. Silver's speeches. It is 
worth I c;tl. t:. that his f rst published book was ''Messianic Speculation. i n 1 !> !"a t ." . o· ... ·, 

~erf1ci ally it would appear that nothing coultl be mor alien to 
c spirit of o ,. who was so totally committed to action in the modern world than tP mys tic 

quest! for the Messianic -IN•WI era and its meaning. Nevertheless, ~tis prec·sely this sub ject which absorbed 
him as a young scholar and which re urred frequently i n his writings. He 
applied his keen intelligence to gain a f uller understanding of the Messionic motif which is unmistakabl 

in Jewish experien e over hu centuries. The 
qualities of Jewish mystical thought -- its fervor and scope -- appealed to 
him, though he firmly rejected mystical solutions t o man's problems. He brought these gualities to his work i the rabbixate and the Zionist 

movement. He somehow managed to blend i his person the suprellle rationality of the Mi snaged w1 th the ardor of th• ·h si d. 

for a study. 

The special quality of his oratory is in itself tbe subject 
There are those who have tried to imitate him -- with disastrous 

re ults -- becaus they mistakenly believed that · twas a matter of technique,, of timbr~, s ance and gestur 
Actu ly , his elo,u t e wa the last 

significant asp ct of hi s peech. It ,as the con ent t e profundity nurtured 
by constant scudy, the p ssion rooted 1~ t e writi s of the ~rophets, the 

-mo · -
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language refined with the sensitivity of high art -- wh1ch produced what wo caruo to know au "Lh4f- Silv r liltylc". Hh cloae frJund, ttabbi So101001t Freehof, put it best, l think, when he Haid: "His eloquence was only the vehicle for his thoughts -- the stream on which his ideas sailed through life." In reading his addresses, one is struck not only by the felicity of expression and the cadence of his sentences, but by the wealth of learning which they reflect and the irresistible logic of his argument. His approach is almost always "Come, let us reason together." In print some of theae speeches have the quality of scholarly essays, interlaced with - stirring exhortations to action. Then one remembers 111m that they were delivered not before some association of political scientists, but at mass gatherings to the rank• and file, to the people, to Amcha. And one remembers, too, that these words were not only understood by the masses, out brought them to their feet to cheering. What a tribute, not only/ the magnetic quality of Dr. Silver's oratory, but to the masses of .American Jewry, whose 9111►+·◄ edei g understanding of his message often exceeded that of many mlia leaders! 

This was in keeping with Dr. Silver's view of Jewish history. He saw Judaism as essentially a people's religion and Jewish creativity•• baaed, in the people. The primary role of the Jewish people would determine hia , • approach to all aspects of Jewish life -- including, of course, the Zioqift--' program which, to his mind, required a strong popular foundation, Throughout his life he studie~ the interaction between people and lead~c# -- each drawing inspiration from the other, with the former always paramount. He had the . •J ,ti .. _ .. opportunity, given to few scholars, of translating his concepts into living 
I it;i ~ :, 

history. 

Of Abba l:lillel Silver, the man, I will sAy that he waa the 
complete \\\an. Everything about him had bigness and breadth -- his person, _ 

-more-
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his thought, his humor, his enjoyment of the world. even hil siltmce which 
had a monum~t\tal quality. Though he suff red disappo1ntments and almo1t 
unbelievable ingratitude J (& 

J SU L 1mt the health 
and vitality of his spirit did lot allow for prolonged sadness. He was 
essentially a happy man with an indestructible~ optimism. He did not believe 
that"this is the best of all possib le worlds," but he was ceetain that it 
aJdx can -- and will -- be a better world, if men work intelligently to 
bring it about. 

He was not a complex personality. There was a simplicity about 
him an unencumbered thrust of m~nd which led him to the heart of a problem 

and its solution. He did not indulge in or admire intellectual gymnastics. l-\4.ft-M.-
If a conversation deteriorated to~ verbiage, he much preferred to exchange 
a good joke. 

In every sphere of his public life he set i•li19l1•11•+ i high standards 

~ of performance -- f♦rst for himself, then for his associates. One good measure 

of leadership is the calibre, morale and general attitude of staffs. Dr. Silver 

demanded and received -- the best that people had to give, and with it 
unparalleled loyalty and d~votion. There was no dichotomy between this leader 
and his staff, and in a few instances such relationships grew into clos·e friend-

ships. 

Completeness is also the right word for his Jewishness and his 
Zionism. There is a straight road which runs from• Neinstadt• Lithuania, 
where he was born, to the United Nations 6na chamber where he announced Israel'• 
establishment. He was the fourth in a succession of ordained rabbis and one 
of his sons is the i&bmimn fifth. There were no complexes in relation to~ his 

Jewishness, only good work to be done. foundations. • 
He could build on the firmest of 

Of the many leesons that can be learned from this uob l U f •, th• 

. . . . 
I r 
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one that I would stress tonight is tl 

conclusively that there are no o t 

fact th t Abb hlt.el Silv r demonstrated 

. 1en l .. wc the wi 11 to f • ght for 

what they v l1evE-' s riiht. He ~m 11.:d luo •ene ··-' ion t ard the m 

1·ealization of its highl.!st potentia • tics . We h ve . e1.;d oi such a eflson oday 

and for the future. ~ In some dar 

Hillel Silver and find eart for s_ r 

the human spirit. 

r men i.L ,rn o the story of Abba 

·le and hope for )et another victory of 



Abba Hillel Silver­
Passing of an Era 

WITH the passing of Rabbi Abba Hillel 
Silver has passed the symbol of an era 

in American Jewish, and particularly Zionist, 
life ; the era itself departed with the establish­
ment of the State of Israel. 

Rabbi Silver was the personification of the 
old saw, "the right man at the right time," 
and when that time passed, his brand of old~ 
fashioned Zionism-the real Zionism which did 
not consider the State as the end-aJl of the 
process but only as an important step towards 
its fulfillment-unfortunately passed with it. 
And Rabbi Silver, the thunderer, the prophet 
of mili tant Zionism, was retired to his tent­
not sulking, for that was not in his nature, and 
not altogether silenced, for only death could 
do that to his magnificent, organ-like voice. 
But his became the voice of the part-time 
prophet, and he was honored for what he had 
been if not for what he had stood. 

* * * 
Rallying Point 

What he had been was the rallying point 
for American Jews in those dreadful, wonder­
ful days of 194 7-48 when the question of the 
reestablishment of the Jewish State hung in the 
balance. As chairman of the American Zionist 
Emergency Council, he whipped, he cajoled, 
he threatened-and he stepped on toes which 
still ache to this very day. But he forged Ameri­
can Jewry into a single organism for the re­
birth of Israel, when others _expressed doubt 
whether it could, or even should, be done. 

He sneered at those who advocated "quiet 
diplomacy'' - the so-called "sha-sha" ( quiet­
quiet ) element in American Jewish life. One 
must cry out for justice to the Jews, he de­
manded, even if it disturbed the minds of 
Presidents and the complacency of balabatim. 

He organized mass rallies, and dared to take 
-and fill-Madison Square Garden with Jews 
demanding that America support statehood for 
Israel when more "practical" people said it 
couldn't be done and shouldn't be tried. 

ds/lael 
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As Chairman of the American Sect~on of ~e 
Jewish Agency, he headed the_ delegation which 
went befol"e the United Naoons to plead for 
the Jewish State, and his ringin~ words and 
impressive presence still stand out m the mem': 
• f those who were there. And when 1t 

nes O blish" th was over and the resolution esta mg e 
State had been approved, Rabbi Silv~r went 

1 • to an anteroom wept and recited the 
a one m ' • • ed 
Sheheheyanu-thanksgiving for havmg bv 

to see this day. . . . . 
After Israel was bom officially, it ~as in-

evitable that Rabbi Silver's and David Ben 
Gurion's versions of Zionism would clash. _To 
Mr. Ben Gurion the State became everythm~, 
and the pioneering forces of Israel ~re. std 
fighting his legacy of statism. To Rabbi Silver, 
the Jewish people were everything, :'°d the 
State merely the tool for therr salvauon. 

* 
Retires from Battle 

Rabbi Silver retired from the battle, hurt 
and dazed by the fact that events had sud­
denly become not his to influence an_d control, 
but that of people six thousand miles away, 
and that the American Jews, the battle for 
Israel won, had gone back into their com­
placent daily lives from which he had ro~ 
them and that Zionism here was fast becommg 
a ''friends-of-Israel" type and not the militant 
liberation movement which had given it mean­
ing until that moment. 

He was not an "easy" man. He was rude, 
hard, driving. But he was that to himself, 
also. When reminded of this he would say, 
"I'm not in a popularity contest." But if h!s 
nearest friends and helpcn smarted under htS 
lash the American Jewish masses gained heart, 
and' courage, and pride from his words. 

Rabbi Silver was a paradox of a man. A 
scion of a long line of Orthodox rabbis an~ a 
Zionist he chose the Reform movement which 
was a: the time the citadel of anti-Zionism in , , w· 
America. It was he, and Dr. Stephen S. 1Se, 
who tumed this negative attitude into a positive 
commitment to Israel. A life-long member, and 
one-time president of the conservative Zionist 
Organization of America, he was an outstand­
ing liberal and the father of un~mployment 
insurance in his home state of Oh10, and de­
f ender of labor's rights. A Republican who 
delivered the invocation at the second Eisen­
hower inaugural, he held Senator McCarthy 
up to scorn when avowedly "liberal" Jews, and 

among them Labor Zionists, were afraid to 
speak out. A champion of Jewish ri_ghts every­
where he cautioned against allowmg the is­

sue of Soviet Jewry to become a tool in the 
Cold War. 

His loss is a real one to Jewry. 

:anuapY 11, 1994 
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'Y' Israel Anniversary Fete 
Honors Late Rabbi Silver thne/U~~t,.,, .2~dnt ,. i ~ ~, l1 J li o, ~ /ftV)1-.J,,d l~t f 

A tribute to the late Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver wi~l be delivered by Rabbi Charles E. ~hulman, S~nday, April 19, at 8:15 p.m., at a community-wide celebration of the State of Israel's 16th anniversary . . -------------
TT The members of the Dr. Herzl Zion Club, the first organization of Hebrew-speaking American Zionist youth, deeply mourn the great loss of their comrade, the founder of the Club and its President, foremost Zionist leader and architect of the State of Israel 

The event will be held in the been included in "World's Best Fleisher Auditorium of the YM­
YWHA, Broad and Pine St. A 
musical program 
will follow. The 
community is in­
vited. Admission is ~ 

:~~;o~":r~~ ~~ -1' 
the "Y", with the 
cooperation of the 
Philadelphia Zion­
i s t Organization, Rabbi Shulman 
the Philadelphia Zionist Council 
and constituent organizations of 
the council. 

Arnold R. Ginsburg, honorary 
president of the "Y" and national 
vbe president of the Zionist Or­
ganization of America, will pre­
side. 
RABBI SILVER, who died Nov. 
28, 1963, was among those who 
led the struggle which resulted 
in the passage by the United Na­
tions, in 1947, of the resolution 
for the establishment of a Jew­
ish state in Palestine. 

Rabbi Shulman, who w i 11 
speak on "Abba Hillel Silver and 
the State of Israel," is spiritual 
leader of Riverdale Temple, New 
York. 

A prolific writer, Dr. Shulman 
is editor and chairman of the 
editorial board of The American 
Zionist, publication of the ZOA. 
His books include "Problems of 
the Jews in the Contemporary 
World" and "What It Means to 
Be a Jew." His sermons have 

ISRAEL BONDS SET 
$69 MILLION MARK1 

Sermons." 
THE MUSICAL program will in­
clude Hebraic, Israel and Yiddish 
songs by two Philadelphia can­
tors - Henry Pordes, of Beth Da­
vid Reform Congregation, and 
Judah Smolack, of Adath Zion 
Congregation (Orthodox). 

DR. ABBA HILLEL SIL VER 
TT We also mourn our highly esteemed comrade, one of the first members of our group 

The program will also include 
a performance of I s r a e 1 folk 
dancing and audience participa­
tion under the dire<:tion of Mrs. 
Isabelle Goldstein, noted Phila­
delphia folk dancer. 

RABBI JESSE SCHWARTZ 
who for many years was the Executive Director of the Zionist Organiza­tion of Canada. 

The evening has been planned 
by the "Y" Jewish Education and 
Cultural Committee, including 
Rabbi Louis Parris, Harold Be­
ker, Bernard Reisman, D a vi d 
Steinberg, Sarai Zausmer, and 
Ginsburg. 

TT We share in the grief of their families. May the Almighty comfort them together with all the mo-urners of Zion and Jerusalem, and may they know no more sorrow. May the memory of the departed be blessed forever! 

DR. 0. I. BLOOM 
DR. E. M. BLUESTONE 
MRS. MINNIE SHAINMARK BLOOM 
PHILIP M. BLOOM 
SOL COHEN 
RABBI ABRAHAM J. FELDMAN 
RABBI BENJAMIN FRIEDMAN 
BEN M. FRIEDMAN 
LOUIS E. GOLDSTEIN 
MAX GOODMAN 

LOUIS HURWICH 
HERMAN KAPLAN 
JOSEPH A. KAPLAN 
LOUIS KRAFT 
DR. MEYER M. MELICOW 
DR. EMANUEL NEUMANN 
CHARLES OPPENHEIM 
MRS. FRANCES SALUC 
ZVEE J. SCOOLER 
ELIEZER SHAINMARK HENRY J. GUBITZ 

MRS. MIRIAM HINDER 
DR. REUBEN J. HOLLAND 

DR. MAXWELL SILVER 
NEHEMIA SONNENSCHEIN 
NA THAN VOGEL 

IN MEMORIAM: Moshe Sharelt, chairman of the Jewish Agency Executive , addressing a memorial meeting for Dr. Abba Hillel Silver. held December 22 at B'nai Jeshurun Congregation, New York. 
A memorial meeting in New 

York City on December 22, hel<l 
by the ZOA jointly with the 
American · Zionist Council. was 
the first of many public tributes 
paid to the late Abba Hillel Silver 
in Jewish communities through­
out the country. 

Israel Prime Minister Levi Esh­
kol in a message cabled to the 
meeting characterized the UN de­
cision sanctioning the establish­
ment of Israel as "the monument 
to Dr. Silver." Eulogies were de­
livered by Moshe Sharell, chair­
man of the Jewish Agency, Dr. 
Emanuel Neumann, honorary 
president of the ZOA, and Rabbi 

Irving Mill er, chairman of the 
An~ican Zionist Council. 

A message from Dr. Max Nuss­
baum , ZOA president. said that 
"Dr. Silver's lifelong militant 
struggle for Jewish redemption 
through the rebirth of the Jewish 
State an<l his ultimate triumph 
constitute a most glorious chapter 
in our history." 

Nationwide Tributes 
Among the many meetings held 

across the country in memory of 
Dr. Silver were those of the 
Michigan Zionist Region and the 
Zionist Organization of Detroit on 
January 5 at Temple Israel. an<l 
the Zionist Organization of Chi-

cago on January J 2 at the Loop 
Synagogue. 

Jn Rockland County, New 
York, more than twenty organiza­
tions joined in a tribute on Janu­
ary 12. 

In San Francisco homage was 
pai<l to the memory of Dr. Silver 
and Senator Herbert H. Lehman 
on December 29 at Congregation 
Sherith Israel. 

The Bronx an<l New Jersey 
ZOA Regions, in meetings hel<l 
at the close of the sh/oshim, hon­
ored the memory of President 
Kennedy, Dr. Silver and Sen. Leh­
man, who passed away within a 
few days of each other. 
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Founder of the First Zionist Youth Club 
[The writer of this article was president 

of the Dr. Herzl Zion Club immediately 
succeeding Abba Hillel Silver.] 

IN THE SUMMER of 1904, soon af­
ter the death of the immortal Dr. 
Theodor Herzl, founder ~f political 

Zionism, three boys of the age 12-13, 
Abba Hillel Silver, his brother Maxwell, 
and Israel S: Chipkin, students at Yeshiva 
Volozin on the lower East Side of Man­
hattan, met to organize a boys' club whose 
objects should be dissemination of the 
Zionist ,ideal and self-cultivation of He­
brew among the Jewish youth of the city. 
Little did these young founders of the Dr. 
Herzl Zion Club realize what a far-reach­
ing influence the organization was to have 
in the future. 

This was the first Zionist youth club in 
the United States. Members were recruit­
ed among the students of the Yeshiva, and 
on August 28, 1904, the Dr. Herzl Zion 
Club was officially launched with Maxwell 
Silver as president, Samuel H. Abrams as 
treasurer, Edward D. Coleman as secre­
tary, and Moses Silver,1 father of the Sil­
ver boys, as director. Admittance was 
open to boys from twelve to sixteen years 
of age with a knowledge of Hebrew, which 
was the language in which the meetings 
were conducted. 

In our present day we can hardly con­
ceive of the head of a Yeshiva publicly 
denouncing a group of boys interested in 
Zionism and the Hebrew language as api­
korsim (infidels) because Zionism seemed 
to negate supernatural deliverance of Is­
rael. Nor is it so easy to imagine a boys' 
club being denied the privilege of assem­
bly because they dared to present a He­
brew play, when Little Lord Fauntleroy 
was available in the King's English. These 
are specimens of the difficulties encoun­
tered sixty years ago by the youngsters of 
the New York East Side who formed the 
Dr. Herzl Zion Club. 

The denunciation by ultra-Orthodox 
representatives was accompanied by blasts 
from the ultra-American. But the unkind­
est cut of all was the reaction o( the 
Zionists themselves, who assumed a pos­
ture of high and non-condescending in­
difference, based on the adage that chil­
dren should be seen and not heard. I must 
make exception of a few staunch Zionists 
who had the vision to realize that "tomor­
row is also a day" and that these young­
sters would be the leaders of the next gen­
eration. Among that noble band who stood 
by our side and gave us their support were 
that veteran fighter for our cause, the Rev. 
Z, H. Masliansky, Dr. Adolph Radin, 
Moses Silver (already mentioned), the emi­
nent Yiddish actor Leon Blank, who di­
rected the annual Hebrew performances of 
the--club, Louis Hurwich, our director, and 
the great Hebraist Daniel Perski. 

There was also Abraham Goldfaden, fa­
ther of the Yiddish theatre. The Herzl 
Club boys were his favorites, and for them 
he wrote his only Hebrew playlet, David 
Bamilchomo. And on the stage of Clinton 
Hall, the scene of many dramatic triumphs 
of the Herzl Club, David and Goliath did 
battle in ancient Hebrew before a large 
audience packing the auditorium and mar­
velling at the effort of American Jewish 
lads. 

THE PRESENTATION of Hebrew 
performances gave impetus to the club. 
Its membership began to grow by the pro­
verbial leaps and bounds. But the club 
suffered for the want of a place to hold 
its meetings. Through the influence of the 
late Dr. David Blaustein, then superin­
tendent of the Educational Alliance, we 
were granted the use of one of the meet­
in rooms. But the directors of the Edu-

By Sol Cohen 

DR. HERZL ZION CLUB: Members of the pioneer Hebrew-speaking boys club at a picnic in the 
summer of 1906. Among them, listed with some of the positions they later occupied, are (from left) 
FR~NT ROW: 1st, Rabbi B':njamin Friedman of Syracuse; 2nd, George Sokolsky, newspaper col­
umnist; 3rd, Sol Cohen, president of Long Island Zionist Region; 4th, Louis Hurwitz, educational 
director of YMHA of Perth Amboy; 5th, Edward Coleman, bibliographer and first secretary of the 
Herzl Club; bth, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, .;zoA president; 7th, Isaac Heckelman, prominent worker of 
the_ Na_tional Hebrew School, New York; I Ith, Max Goodman, ZOA leader in Jackson Heights, LI., 
active 1n UJA. MIDDLE ROW: 1st, Israel S. Chipkin, educational director, Jewish Education Associa­
tion. TOP ROW: 2nd, Mayer Seltzer, field worker, UJA; 3rd, Ben 'M. Friedman, president of Long 
Island ZOA Region; 8th, Rabbi Samuel J. Abrams of Boston; 9th, Dr. Maxwell Silver, Rabbi of Free 
Synagogue of Flushing; 10th, Rabbi Jesse Schwartz, executive director, Zionist Organization of Canada. 

cational Alliance did not feel as liberally 
disposed. At one of our early meetings 
we were honored with a visit by two di­
rectors of the institution, who told us that 
we could continue use of the building only 
on the proviso that we drop the words 
Herzl and Zion from our name. They also 
generously advised that the Club give up 
the idea of speaking a "foreign" language 
(Hebrew) at the meetings. 

Those who were present at that meet­
ing will never forget the tense scene that 
followed. When they finished, the then 
president of the club, a tall boy in his 
early teens-Abba Hillel Silver-stood up 
and emphatically told the directors that 
under no conditions would the members 
delete either Herzl or Zion, that they were 
Zionists, understood what Zionism stood 
for, and did not intend to be cajoled, 
threatened or swerved from that cause. 
The language of the Psalmist and the 
Prophets, said young Silver, was equally 
dear to the Club members-and if that 
were treason the directors could, in the 
immortal words of Patrick Henry, "make 
the most of it." Quite speechless, the di­
rectors left. The Herzl Club continued 
meeting in the Educational Alliance. What, 
after all, can one do with the children of 
an am k'shcd oref-a stiff-necked people? 

There • was only one further disagree­
ment, and that occurred when the Club 
applied for the use of the auditorium on 
the occasion of its seventh anniversary. 
The officials, learning that we intended to 
present a play in Hebrew at a time when 
money was being lavishly poured into the 
experiments of the Children"s Theatre, 
olav Hashofom-then one of the fads of 
the fashionable slummers-threw up their 
hands in horror at the thought. 

The late Jacob Saperstein, publisher of 
the Jewish Morning Journal, saved the day 
for the Club when he personally went to 
see the authorities of the Educational Al­
liance and threatened them with an edi­
torial broadside if the auditorium was not 
granted. After all, slum reformers needed 
the slums as much as the latter may have 
needed them; what if the slums went on 
strike and refused to be reformed? Better 
peace, they concluded. The authorities 
capitulated, and the Hebrew play was pre­
sented. (In any inferences that may be 
drawn about the Educational Alliance, it 
must be remembered that this occurred 
over half a century ago. The Educational 
Alliance of today must not be implicated.) 

The presentation of Hebrew plays be­
came an annual event of the Club, and 

these productions actually came to be an­
ticipated by Zionists and Hebraists every­
where. Later, thousands of people would 
crowd the People's and National theatres 
where the plays were presented. 

On Tisha B'Ab, the members of . the 
club would visit the synagogues on the 
East side, and address the congregants on 
the need for rebuilding Palestine. In many 
of the synagogues Zionism was at that 
time on the Index Expiirgatorius, and the 
hortatory eloquence of the Young Zion­
ists did effective propaganda for the cause. 

On the occasion of its fiJth anniversary, 
the Club published a Hebrew and English 
magazine, Besoro, and later attempted the 
publication of a monthly Hebrew periodi­
cal, Hazafrir. 

Within five years. after its establishment, 
the Club had grown from one small or­
ganization to the point where it counted 
five branches in New York and Jersey 
City, including a branch for the since 
emancipated sex. 

THE CLUB was at first a curio to the 
adult Zionists, and it required special 
pleading before the old Federation of 
American Zionists admitted the Herzl boys 
in what the latter regarded as awesome 
precincts. In 1907 Abba .Hillel Silver was 
elected by the Herzl Club as its first del­
e.gate to the 10th Annual Zionist conven­
tion, held in Tannersville, New York. 
There he delivered an address in Hebrew 
before the delegates. 

When Young Judaea was organized, the 
Dr. Herzl Zion Club, then the outstand­
ing junior Zionist body, took a leading 
part in its formation. Many of the Herzl 
boys steered the Young Judaea through 
the uncertain circumstances of its infancy. 
It is worth noting, too, that it was at the 
insistence of the Herzl Club representa­
tives that Young Judaea at its inception 
adopted the Zionist program, despite the 
opposition of many who counselled a neu­
tral stand on the subject of Zionism. 

The molding influence of these earlier 
years inevitably drew many of the mem­
bers of the Dr. Herzl Zion Club into the 
field of Jewish communal work. There 
they stand at the forefront. To the Zion­
ist movement the Herzl Club gave Dr. 
Abba Hillel Silver, immortal Zionist lead­
er, architect of the Jewish State, great 
tribune of American Israel, and Dr. Ema­
nuel Neumann, chairman of the Ameri­
can Section of the Jewish Agency and 
Honorary President of the Zionist Or an-

ization of America. The pulpit knows the 
late Rabbi Barnet Brickner of Cleveland 
and Rabbi Abraham J. Feldman of Hart­
ford, both of whom became president of 
the Central Conference of American 
Rabbis; the late Rabbi Samuel J. Abrams 
of Boston, Dr. Maxwell Silver, author and 
former Rabbi of the Free Synagogue of 
Flushing, Rabbi Benjamin Friedman of 
Syracuse, and the late Rabbi Jesse 
Schwartz, executive director of the Zion­
ist Organization of Canada. 

Prominent in the field of Jewish educa­
tion have been the late Dr. Israel S. Chip­
kin, director of the Jewish Education As­
sociation of New York; Louis Hurwich, 
former director of the Talmud Torahs of 
Boston; the late Abraham H. Friedland, 
superintendent of the Hebrew Schools of 
Cleveland; David B. Pearlman, former ex­
ecutive director of the Society for the Ad­
vancement of Judaism; Dr. E. M. Blue­
stone, director of the first Hadassah Med­
ical Unit in Palestine in 1918, and former 
director of Montefiore Hospital of New 
York. 

Among leaders in Zionism, the United 
Jewish Appeal, Israel Bonds, and Jewish 
education in their respective communities 
are to be found many a Herzl Club boy. 
There is Dr. Joshua Neumann, former edi­
tor of the Young Judaean; Sol Cohen of 
Richmond Hill, N.Y., former president of 
the Long Island Zionist Region, member 
of ZOA's National Executive and co-chair­
man of UJA and Israel Bonds; Dr. Reu­
ben J. Holland, leader of UJA in Linden 
N.J.; Ben M. Friedman, former presiden~ 
of the Long Island Zionist Region, mem­
ber of the National Executive of the ZOA 
and leader of UJA and Israel Bonds in 
Richmond Hill, N.Y.; Max Goodman, 
president of the ZOA District of Jackson 
Heights, L.I.; Na than Vogel, treasurer of 
Zionist District No. 10 in Manhattan; Ne­
hemiah Sonnenschein, former president of 
the Downtown ZOA District; the late Ed­
ward D. Coleman, bibliographer of the 
Jewish Historical Society; the late Bath 
Sheva Grabelsky, publisher of the chil­
dren's Hebrew magazine Eden; Reuben 
Grossman (Avinoam), the first and only 
Hebrew poet born and raised on Ameri­
can soil; the Hebrew poet and educator 
Abraham Regelson, and many, many oth­
ers who stand out in the Zionist move­
ment and in fund-raising for Israel. 

This is a brief history of the Dr. Herzl 
Zion Club, the first junior Zionist and 
Hebrew-speaking club in the country. The 
three youngsters who founded it, Abba 
Hillel Silver and Maxwell Silver and 
Israel S. Chipkin, saw visions and trans­
mitted them to their colleagues who joined 
the club-and the prophecy of the prophet 
Joel was fully realized: 

Your old men shall dream dreams, 
Your young men shall see visions. 
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Great Hearts That Have Stopped 
I. THE RABBI 

THE UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATION was only 
two years old; the new State of Israel was not 
yet born on that Spring day of 1947 when a 
spokesman for the unborn State stood before 
the infant Organization and pleaded a cause 
that was 938 times as old as the UN. 

The speaker had been honored with an 
historic privilege: he was the first non-member 
of the UN permitted to take part in the debate 
of the General Assembly. The press reported 
that Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, the speaker, 
"spoke for 34 minutes with such point and 
sincerity that the delegates were charmed out 
of their accustomed listlessness." 

In six months' time, the United Nations 
(by a decisive majority) voted in favor of the 
establishment of a Jewish State in the Holy 
Land. And six months after that, the Jewish 
State - Israel - declared its independence. 

No, it wa n't a 34-minute speech, and it 
wasn't the work of one man alone that turned 
world opinion, 1877 years after Jerusalem had 
been destroyed by the Roman . 

To quote Rabbi Silver him elf, 
"It i important to call attention to the ... fact 
that the State of Israel is the achievement 
not of this or that segment of our people, 
not of this or that party, 
not of this or that personality, 
but of our people a a whole. 
The Jewish people built the State of Israel." 

Abba Hillel Silver made thi tatement at 
Jerusalem, this past Summer, to American 

ABB HILLEL SILVER: 1893-1963 

Zioni t who held their convention there ; and 
he went on to di cu the loyalty and the 
un hakcn faith of Jew through ut the world 
... through long- uffering years. He cited the 
vi i n the c urage, the acrifice, and the .., 

per c erence f the Zi nists who laid the 
foundations of the tate. 

Thi, Winter on the ixteenth anniv 'r ary of 
the u v te Rabbi Silver uccumbed to a 
heart attack. 

Most of Rabbi Silver' eventy year on 

KFAR SILVER - a ten-year old youth village - was named 
in honor of Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver on the occasinn of 
his sixtieth birthday. The village is a 500-acre agriculrural 
high school for 200 boys and girls. 

earth had been devoted to the Jcwi h vi ion of 
I rael reborn, and he erved, at various times, 
in leading po ts of the Zionist Organization of 
America, the Jewi h Agency, the United 
Jewish Appeal, and the State of Israel Bonds. 

But this devotion to Zion did not keep him 
from participation in the affairs of the people 
of thi country: he spon ored Ohio' 
unemployment insurance law, and was active 
in work for child welfare and civil libertie . 

And, n t the lea t, Abba Hillel Silver wa 
a rabbi- the leader and the teacher of his 
Cleveland, Ohio, congregation. 

Rabbi Silver knew and said that it wa. the 
people who had rebuilt I rael. The people, 
in turn, mu t know that they have been 
deprived of one of their great leader . 



RESOLUTIO 

\ EREAS , we note with dee regret the passing of 

Abba Hillel Silver , a scholar and teacher in Israel , one of 

America ' s foremost Reform Rabbis; and 

\ 1EREAS , al I convregations have been enriched by 

his writings; and 

W~EREAS , in particular , our congregation has further 

been served by his teaching "...L..l ~ JUDA IS!.'?" . 

NOi , THEREFORE , BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of 

Directors of Nounta in City Hebrew Reform Congregat ion and Te pie 

Beth Israel hereby extend its heartfelt sympathy to the fa ily 

of Abba Hi llel Silver and that , in recognition of his fine service 

through the years , and in his honor and memory , a copy of this 

Resolution be sent to the fa i ly and also be spread upon the 

mi nutes of this organization . 

Altoon a, Pennsylvani a 

--~F~e~bur~u~aut~Y---- _ ..... 4~,--, 1961...__. 

President 

.jecrt:tary 



MEMORIAL TRIBUTE 

RABBI ABBA ~YLLEL SILVER 
AND 

SENATOR HERBERT H. EEHMAN 

Delivered by Rabbi Arthur J. Lelyveld at a Memorial Service 
sponsored by the North Shore Fellowship of Rabbis - February 
16, 1964 - North Suburban Synagogue Beth El, Highland Park, tll. 

There are two reflections in the Talmud on the death of a sage that offer 

~ background to this act of piety through which we give expression today to 
the 

our sense of loss in/deaths of Abba Hillel Silver and of Herbert Lehman. The 
A 

first gives precedence to a sage over a king, chocham kodem l'melech: When 

a king dies there is no dearth of possible successors, but when a sage dies 

chkham she-~ eyn lanu k'yotsay bo .... when a sage dies the loss is irrepar­

able. (Horayos lJa) 

And so the death of Abba Hillel Silver after his biblical three score and 

ten years has evoked ·the anguished response, 'Who will take his place?' For he 

N 
was not only the tribuje of his people~he wa s a gifted and productive scholar, 

he was a rabbi's rabbi. 

The other reflection mirrors the bereave.o,~nt of an entire people, when a 

leader in whom its pride has been centered is taken from it: chocham she-mes 

ha-kol k'rovav - when a sage dies all are accounted his sorrowing kin. (Shabbos 105a) 

Herbert Lehman was such a leader. He was among the anshe chayil yir'ay 

elohim, anshe eme, son•ey botsah - men of valor who fear God, men of truth who 

hate unjust gain. (Ex. 18:21) He was the image of noblesse oblige, the essence 

of a shtadtlan in the best sense of that abused term, for he was a representative 

~ whose passing at the age of eighty-five was mourned by all segments of the 

Jewish coomunity. 

Herbert Lehman was born to wealth. He was the scion of a family of merchants 

that had settled in the South in the mid-nineteenth century and pro- pered. Mov­

ing North to establish the banking house of Lehman Brothers, they stood behind 
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the growth of the large department stores and mercantile houses that had so 

much to do with the establishment of security for the American Jew. 

In young Herbert Lehman, born in New York City two decades before the turn 

of the century and a lifelong member of Temple Emanuel, all of the German Jewish 

virtues of prudence and loyalty and civic faithfulness were embedded. No deep 

I 

Jewish education was provided for him, but he received an inheritance of the 

• d. d f h • h tJ G J inner- ,recte ness o t e n,neteent -centry erman ew. 
I' 

I can picture Herbert Lehman as an active participant in the New York 

92nd Street YMHA. There he was undoubtedly prepared for his later responsibilities 

in· poli~ics and government - (Hy own father alov hashalom, seven years his junior, 
c• ,__c..oe--1>o~~(/) > 

period in the Deba{ing Society.) Under the di­
A 

was active there in the same 

rection of Lillian Wold, Herbert Lehman did settlement work on Henry Street 

in the lower East Side where he ran a Boys_' Club to help "Americanizeu the 

young children of Jewish i11111igrants. 

His political career did not begin until he was fifty but he was invincible 

until hisceath thirty-five years later. The people knew his essential merit and 

they trusted him and were proud of him. Ten years he served as Governor of New 

York State. He was the over-all director of the United Nations Relief and Rehab­

ilitation Administration and he served seven years in the Senate of the United 
an 

States. In all, he was/earr.~st, efficient, skilled public servant. 

Herbert Lehman was not particularly concerned with the Synagogue nor was he 

aflame with any Messianic drive. Indeed, he was a relatively colorless figure. 

But he could be counted on to stand courageously for the right, fearing only God,-­

a man of truth. He was a proud Jew, devoted to Jewish causes. Never a Zionist, 

he gave his energy to the Joint Distribution Comnittee for the relief of European 

Jewry. Nevertheless, as a Senator, he supported the new State of Israel. He was not 

a fighter by nature, but he stood up fearlessly to the Goliaths of popular ac-
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claim: America will Jong remember his spirited denunciations of Senator 

Joseph McCarthy and of a11 that McCarthy stood for: repression and stereo­

typing and denial of rights. In 1949, in the midst of his Senate race 

against John Foster Du11es, his friend Eleanor Roosevelt was publicly maligned 

by a powerful ecclesiastical figure because of a column she had written against 

Federal aid to parochial schools. Lehman did not hesitate out of fear of Josing 

votes or popularity. As one of the anshe emej - men of truth - he took on 

Francis Cardinal Spellman himself, and defended Mrs. Roosevelt effectively 

before going on to win the election. 

For this was his creed in the widely quoted letter to a youngster, re­

leased after his death; "Never try to compromise with your convictions because 

they may not agree with those of the group in which you find yourself. .. 11 and 

above a 11 "Never be ashamed of being a Jew". 

Herbert Lehman was never ashamed and he never put his people to shame. 

His hall-marks were pride, compassion and integrity. 

But as Herbert Lehman, the paradigm of German Jewish yirtues, worked among 

immigrant children on the teeming lower East Side of New YorkJa gangling youngster 

of pre-Bar Mitzvah age may have been among the children with whom he worked. 

Herbert Lehman was a leader of a boy's club at the Henry Street Settlement. Abba 

Silver was a member of a boy's club at the Educational Alliance. And where Lehman 

participated in clubs 1 ike "The Lincoln-Douglas Debating Society" at the 92nd St. 

Y, young Abba Si 1 ver was President of the 11 Dr. Herzl Zion Boy I s C 1 ub11 dOA'f!..,OWn. 

The contrast was so great that it is almost an irony of history that they 

should be linked in this moment of grief and in this service of common memorial. 

Even as a boy, young Silver was a coomanding presence. When he played the 

role of Moses in an all-Hebrew drama of his club he attracted the notice of a writer 

in a national theatre magazine. But he was not an actor in his major role - he 

was its living embodiment. The young leader grew into a profound scholar who 

knew Kabbalah and mysticism as well as he knew the basic sources and general learn-
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ing of his faith. (n his books, from his "Messianic Speculation in Israel" to his 

"Hoses and the Original Torah" he was a daring thinker in addition to being a 

talmid chocham. As an orator, when 4twas at his best, he had no peer. As a 

Zionist, he served with unflagging zeal the cause of (srael's redemption. As a 

rabb~he labored for forty-five years in Cleveland)raising a generation of loyal 

synagogue members and cc:mnitted Jews. As President of the Central Cenference of 

American Rabbis, he rallied his colleagues to intensive and affirmative Liberal 

Judaism. All his gifts were readied for the climactic moment when his people 

needed him: 

On Hay 8, 1947, he made his first appearance before the United Nations in 

behalf of the Jewish State. No nation, no people had ever had a more competent, 

more articulate, more compelling representative. Every self-respecting Jew 

stood straighter and held his head higher because of the dignity and eloquence 

of that representation. ff for every man there is a deed waiting to be per-

formed, then this was Abba Hillel Silver's supreme deed. When on November 29, 

1947, the General Assembly of the United Nations by a vote of 33 to 13 gave in­

ternational sanction to the establishment of the Jewish State, this aspect of Rabbi 

Silver's mission was fulfilled. Ant he himself knew it. Emanuel Neuman, his life­

long friend and co-worker, wrote of that moment: "9ne by one, we left the hall 

and drlfted lnt• the toBBo/. We were all overcome by emotion. I glanced at 

Silver and saw what l had never seen before -- he wept. 11 

Abba Hillel Silver's emotion was not generated by a merely parochial triumph. 

His Zionism was a Messianic faith and for him the redemption of the people of 

[srael was bound up with its mission to mankind. "The Jewish people, 11 he said 

in 1935 when in his great debate with Rabbi Saruel Schulman he defended the 

Zionist position, "produced the Jewish religion ... The Jewish religion ... is a 

colessal and world-revolutionizing concourse of spiritual ideas unfolding itself 

in the life of a people of a particular character ... it is the crCMning achieve-



Tribute to Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver and Senator Herbert H. Lehman 

-5-

ment of our people." 

At his funeral, when thousands of his orphaned followers and disciples 

gathered, the great 62nd Chapter of (saiah was read: 

For Zion's sake I wi11 not keep silent, 
And for Jerusalem's sake, [ wi 11 not rest ... 

Upon your walls, 0 Jerusalem, 
I have set watchmen/; 

All the day and all the night 
They shall n~ver be silent. 

You who put the Lord in remembrance, 
Take no rest 

And give Him no rest until he establishes Jerusalem and makes it 
a praise in the earth. 

Abba Hillel Silver was a watchman on the walls. In the face of inadequacy 

and the frustration of the Divine demand he could neither rest nor hold his peace. 

Our generation was si~gularly blessed in these two 11 9ibboray ho-am b'dor 

echod"- two mighty leaders of the people in one generation. Their legacy to 

us is a legacy of affirmation __,, 
p-

Escapism was in equal measure repugnant to each of them. Each responded to 

the challenge of the times in accordance with his <Mn distinctive talents and 

temperament.~ still need sober, efficient and quiet workers. But more than 

ever today we need the flame of Messianism to light our way to the dignity of man 

and the survival of mankind. We need those who will mightily affirm that "as 

this world could not exist without the winds, so it could not exist without Israel" 

and who will not rest nor hold their peace until the age-old Jewish yearning for 

peace and brotherhood are established in the earth. 



SERENITY'S COMFORT 
In Memoriam A bba H illel ih-er 

By Maxwell Silver 

0 Serenity!-thou hard-won prize of one's 
latter years, 

That frees thinking man of Death's ludi-
crous fears, 

Which has been mine of late 
Is now perturbed by the cru~I fate 
Of that ill ustrious brother of mine! 
In fug itive moment of a busy day or 

night, 1 pine, 
For I see him lyi ng there inert, from 

human sight effaced. 
"Oh, for t!10se who are gone but cannot 

be replaceJ !''-
1 repeat this plaint of the ancient Jewish 

sage, 
And my emotions rise lo veritable rage. 

But Serenity will not surrender her erst­
while devotee, 

And hazards her knowing word of com. 
fort to me: 

True, thy brother illustrious cannot be 
replaced; 

But does this mean that the core of his 
being is effaced 

From the hearts and minds of those he 
left behind? 

In the rich echoes of his golden voice they 
will find 

Jn the years to come his message of justice 
and compassion for all, 

Of hope, of challenge and courage, which 
ne·er failed to enthrall 

Thousands-here in his beloved land, to 
w.hose founding ideals he e'er fe lt 
himself bound, 

There, in the distant State of Israel, which 
he so greatly helped to folfnd-

Aye, here, there, everywhere, the world 
'round-

Those echoes of his stirring voice will 
continue to sound. 

A penetrating mind, too, Serenity conti­
nues, dwelt behind that voice golden, 

Which saw deep into the far-reaching 
truths, to which mankind will e'er be 
beholden, 

Of his people 's ancient Prophetic faith ; 
and these insights did him embolden 

To expound to his contemporaries, whose 
minds have been tautly moulden 

By the narrow finalities of scientism, and 
totally wedded to the proposition, 

That their pell-mell conquest of Nature, 
sans thought to man ·s moral condi­
tion, 

Js bound to usher in-tomorrow-Utopia 
on earth; to that straitened mind of 
twentieth-century man, 

He persuasively proclaimed, that even he, 
and in good philosophic conscience, 
can 

Make his own the essential tenets of Pro­
phetic faith; aye, that he should, 

In the interest, forsooth, of his earthly, but 
abiding, good. 

f 

Pe:--;uasively, too, in terms touching man­
kind·s present condition, 

Did he interpret the prophet Jsaiah's stern 
admonition: 

"If ye will not have faith, ye will not 
prevail!"-

Even your unprece<lcnteJ progress toward 
ature's conquest wi ll not hale 

That robot-like Utopia on earth that you 
so desperately cherish; 

ay, th rough that very progress, you will 
cause mankind to perish­

Spur/os.'-And how grimly foreboding th is 
appears in the ongoing nuclear con­
f runtation 

Of our globe's most powerful nations! o, 
the sine qua 11011 of mank ind 's ~alva­
tion 

Must be ought in the religiously inspired 
moral elevation 

Of the individual's moral sel f; and this 
grand transfiguration 

Can only be effected-slowly but surely­
by a more thorough transformation 

Of our collective life on the august pr in­
ciple of J ustice-the "angel" of sal­
vation. 

Thus lsai.1h again : '"Zion will be redeemed 
through justice," "For the work of 
ju tice is peace, and the effect of 
righteousness is quiet and confidence 
for evermore." 

Aye, inner peace, too!-Axioms, indeed, 
for lhe sober ethical thinkers of our 
time. 

How everlastingly true! And withal in~ 
spiringl y, eternally sublime! 

Thi1, redeeming Prophetic message, your 
brother illustrious 

DiJ bravely expound while he trod our 
earth perilous. 

This great burden will 
man (rather than 
planet rule, 

And in its immortality his own core divine 
will e'er endure. 

Acceptance-of Life, and all the goods and 
ills it holds-

J s the high wisdom which many-faceted 
Serenity enfolds. 

A precious nugget thereof is man's realiza­
tion of the healing function of Time; 

Jn her persistent flight, Time oft reveals a 
rhythm beneficJntly sublime.-

So, Serenity concludes: Constituted as thou 
• art of mind and heart, thou wilt 
co.1tioue to grieve 

O'er thy irreparable loss; but Time's heal­
ing balm will e'er long enable thee 
to retrieve 

Thy erstwhile hard-won composure serene, 
and to confidently carry on 

Thy own life's task in his spirit noble, 
now that he is greatly gone. 

January, 1964 

NOW IT CAN BE TOLD .:'. 

Spellman Helped 
Israel Enter U .N. ·~~- :::djs::.i: according to 

Silver, said he would call on 
© New York Times Service BUT, HE SAID, "in this delegates . and persons of ~-

. time of vindictive post-mor- portance_ m the ~uth Ame_n-
NEW YORK-Francis Car- terns and afterthoughts about can bodies and share with 

dinal Spellman, archbishop of the apathy of other faiths them his fo~d wish" that Is­
New York, was revealed la~t when the survival of the Jew- rael be admitted. 
night to h~ve hathd a roletatem lib people was threatened, I HTHE REST " Silver said 
the admission of e new s ,----------~~-.1 . ... • . 
of Israel to the United Na- feel that this story should be last mght. 1s history. When 
tions in 1949. told." the vote was taken, Israel be-

Charles H. Silver, a lead- He said the story began in ca'!1e the 5~h me~ be~ of 
ing American Zionist in the late April, 1949, soon after Is- Umted Naboi°\h wmn~:e 
stormy years when Israel was rael had signed an armistice almos~ ex~ct Y hi t n: r 
struggling for independence, with its Arab attackers and count~e: 0 w f c s. ~ 
said the Cardinal had been in- applied for membership in the ~nee a gon~ or assis 
fiuential in swinging several U.N. Opposition developed be- 1D our cause •. 
South American delegations to cause of Israel's refusal to re- The vote m the General 
the new nation's side. admit Arab refugees and be- Assembly on May 11, , 1949, 

This followed a request from cause it had expanded its ter- wu 37 to 12 for Israel s ad­
the late Rabbi Abba Hillel ritory beyond the original U.N. mission. 
Silver of Cleveland for Cardi- formula during the fighting. Silver then introduced Card-
nal Spellman to act. iqal Spellman, the guest of 

Charles Silver, a close RABBI ~~VER:, who s~ar- hDllor at the anniversary ban­
friend of the Cardinal, made headed Zio_~sm m Ame~ica, quet, as "the great church­
the disclosure in introducing came to VlSlt ~h~les Silv!r man whose unhesitating help 
the prelate at the 75th anniver- on a special missi~n in April, cllaged the course of history 
sary dinner of Beth Israel 1~ 9- He wanted Silver to O . made Israel a nation 
Hospital at the Waldorf-As- tam a statement from C31:di- among nations." 
toria. Silver is president of the nlal S

1
,P ell mlna nth:ti~rting Silver also said the card-

hospital. srae s cause • • inal had made gifts to 
Silver, a former president The same. day, on an out- Israel Hospital over the 

of the Board of Education an door walk, Silver said, he pre- totalln& more than ••• 
now an executive assistant to sented the proposition to the 
Mayor Robert F. Wagner, cardinal. 
uld be bad kept the aecre "I will do 
crf CarcllDal Spellman'• par may meaa a anat 

fotll "tlN.cardlMI 
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Reserve U To Honor La 111111 A. N, Sliver E. tabli hment of a fellow. hip in chapter ot the . ational A ocia­fntergroup relation at We tern tion for the Advanc<'ment of Col­Re erve linh·er. ity honoring Rab- ored People anrl ang in the ni­bi Abba Hillel ih·er wa announc- ver. ity choru . He play piano and 

$500,000 ENDOWMENT 

WRU Professorship 
Honors Rabbi Silver 

ing . . ed today by the Torthern Ohio Object of thi. fellow hip is to regional office of the 'ational e tabli h a training program in onference of hri. lian and Jew. , the area of intergroup relation spon or of the work hop on inter- race and minoritie for individual group relation each ummer at capable of achie, ing the M.A. or WRU. Ph.D. degree. The initial program 

By HARRY LE H.\RT JR. 
500,000 endowment to create a chair of Jewi h studies at We tern Re erve Univer ity in memory of Rabbi Abba Hillel ilver has been e tabli hed, it wa announced 

Fir t Rabbi ilwr trainee elect- will lead to an f .A. degree. ed is Melvyn D. Karmen of Brook- In addition to taking cour. e Jyn, New York, who i a graduate the tudent will undertake re­of Brooklyn ollege and i at- earch in connE>ction with onE> ot tending the workshop this um- the exi. ting re. earch project on mer. Mr. Karmen i a graduate of intergroup relation at We. tern E~a. mu High chool in , ew York I Re erve. The re. earch ,, ill re ult City. He wa active in the college in a M.A. the is. 

e terday by \i R Pre ident John . 1illis. 
T h r e e Cleveland philan- home city O\\,luch- lic \viis 

thropic foundation e"'ch con- clo ely allied m his lifetime." The late Rabbi Abba tributed a third of the fund " urr 
I IEMORIAL Hillel Silver 

Abba Hillel Silver su~h .~s . thi ch_ a i 1:•" ~la / DR. JLVER was given an 
1 

Post to Honor 
Rabbi Silver 

An endowed professorship 
in Jewish studies has been 
established at Western Re­
serve University in honor of 
the late Rabbi Abba Hillel 
Silver of the Ansel Road 
Temple. 

The income from a $500,-
000 fund will be used for 
the special position. 

Three Cleveland area foun­
dations joined to make the 
contribution to WRU. They 
are the Louis B. Beaumont 
Foundation, the Cleveland 
Foundation and the Jewish 
Community Federation. 

Rabbi ilver served his 
congregation for 46 years 
and became one of the mo t 
prominent rabbis in the 
world. He was widely known 
for his leadership in the 
World Zionist movement un-

. til his death last year. 

chair. 

They are the Louis B. 
said, will be an msp1rahon lo honorary degree by WRU in future "cnerations of young 1928. p ople to pur uc the area of 
knowled!{e to which he d -

Beaumont Foundation, t h e 
Edith Anisfield Wolf Fund of 
the Cleveland Foundation and 
the Endowment Fund of the 
Jewish Community Federa­tion. 

voled h1 life." 
Dr ... ilver served as rabbi I 

of The Temple for 46 years 
until his death late in 1963. 
He was an internationally ' recognized religiou leader, 
author and scholar. He ser ed 
on numerous charitable, civic / 
and educational boards and / 

A 0MMITTEE of WRU 
members a n d community 
representatives will be ap­
pointed immediately to eek 
a scholar of distinction to fill 
the post, a university spokes­
man said. 

committees here. 
His efforts as one of the 

founders of the state of I rael, 
as poke man for the Jcwi h 
people in international tri- / 
bunals and adviser to the Is-

1 
raeli government brought him 

Speaking for th~ three con­
tributing foundations, M. E. 
Glass, president of the Jew­
ish Community Federation, said: 

"Rabbi Silver was a historic 
personality of world fame, 
but he remained firmly rooted 
in Cleveland, vastly enriching 
both the Jewish community 
and the general community 
by his magnificent combina­
tion of scholarship and lead­
ership. We. therefore, feel it 
is fitting to perpetuate his 
memory through an endowed 
chair in the university in his 

world recognition. 

DR. ULLI , in announcing 
the endowment, noted Rabbi 
ilver's long association with the university: 
"He co u Id a I ways be 

counted upon for counsel and 
active help in forward in g 
scholarly investigation in al­
most any field touching man 
and his universe. We are hap­
py to have a distinguished 
chair in his name to carry on 
in a field so important to him 
in his lifetime." 

The Beaumont Foundation 
was e tablished by the late j 
Commodore Louis D. Beau­
mont. a co-founder of the May 
department store chain. H 
ha di tributed about 1.5 mil­
lion annually to beneficiarie I 
all over America. Its presi­
dent is Edgar A. Hahn. 

The Cleveland Foundation 
w~s one of the beneficiarie • 
of funds kept in lru ts estab­
li hed bv the late Edith Ani -
field Wolf, who also e tab­
lished the nationally known 

n i f i e I d W o If literary 
award given annually ince l 
1935 for the book that has . 
contributed most to improved 
intergroup rel a ti on s. Mrs. 
Wolf died last year. 

The Cleveland Foundation 
was entrusted with the dut. 
of distributing the Wolf 
mone . John herwin is chair­
man of the foundation's distri­
bution committee. 

Purpo e of the Jewish Com­
munity Federation is to raise 
and disburse fund for Jewish 
ch a r it ab I e, philanthropic., 
benevolent a n d educational 

Counsel to President Honored o t. :crl ~ ENDOW ABBA HILLEL /Clh~ ~ At a breakfast session openJng the final day of the Convention, Myer Feldman, counsel t:> President Johnson, was guest of honor. A scholarship in his name was awarded to a student for a year's study at Kfar Silver, the agricultural high school near Ashkelon in Israel, esta­bllahed and maintained by the ZOA. Dr. Nuaabaum presented the certificate de­noting the award to Mr. Feldman. 
Responding to the tributes of speakers, Mr. Feldman assailed those who impugn the American patrtotiam of workers 1n behalf of Israel: "I 1et tired of people who thJnk that if you are engaged in an effort, to help hrael that there ia IOIDe­thing that reflects, somehow, on your patrtotlam to the United States. These efforts are not inconaiatenctes with Amer­ican interests but a conaiatent Pl'OIJ'UD." 

In hia address, Mr. Peldman spoke of the efforts of the U.S. Adminiatratlon to achieve peace, citing the difflcultles of obtaining this objective. He voiced the conviction that "peace in the Middle But ia Inevitable," living the followin1 ff'UCDS: 

1-The United States la committed to the fact that Iarael la here to stay, and wW do ever,Wna it can to make this sure; 
~The very cloee bond of friend­lblp ex11Una between the United 8&atea UNI Janel bean telllman, to 

the prospect that Israel will achlev wcrldng arrangements with all othe neighboring nations; 
3-The United States will aasur the territorial integrity of Israel; 
4-The United States wtll oppose aggression of any ldnd in the Middle Eaat. This we repeat regularly. 

Mr. Feldman lauded the ZOA for the establishment and maintenance of the the agricultural training school Kfar Silver, named for the late Zioniat leader Abba Hillel Silver of Cleveland. "You have established a scholarship which not only exempllfles the aspirations for Jewish learning but also has patriotic motiva­tions. It is a schocl basic to the survival of the nation and I am deeply honored and grateful that a scholarship to a worthy atudent haa been granted in my honor." 
Abraham Goodman of New York who presided, presented plafta approved by the NEC for the establlahment of the ZOA Foundation, The purpose of the Poundation ls the obtatnm1 of bequeata, trusts, and lnaurance lesactea, to be aP­plled to the lon1-ran,e Pro.srams and needa of the ZOA. Iaaac M. Oberman, of the Bronz, head of the organtstn1 committee for t.be Poundation, announc­ed that a total of '916,000 bad been aublcr1bed u the IDIU&l fund of the Pounda&lan. 

Sil VER CHAIR AT WRU 
A half-million dollar l•ndowm •nt to 

('l'l'al a hai,· of Jt>wish .'tudi s at 
\ • ·tern Rest'1·vl• Cnh· •r;ity 111 m •m­
ory of Rabbi Abba Hill •l .'ilv •1· ~ as 
announced by WR ' pre.-ident John 
:. Milli . Three C'l(•veland philanth­
ropi foundation , !'ach contributed 
c,n •-third of the fund to • ·tablish thl• 
Abba Hill el .'ih(•r hair. The ar : 
th Loui • D. B aumont Foundation; 
the Edith Ani:field Wolf Fund l)f th• 

1 veland F'oundation; and th• En­
(!ownwnt Fund of the Jewish om-munity Fednation. 

,'pt•aking for thl• thr • ('ontributing 
Foundation·, M. E. Gia -, pre ·id nt 
of th • Federation aid: "Rabbi Abba 
Hillel 'ih· ,. wa. a hi toric p r onality 
of world fame, but h r mained firmly 
root d in I veland, va tly •nr1ching 
both the J wi ·h rommunity and th 
gt•n ral community b. hi magnific nt 
combination of ·cholar hip and 1 ad r­
, hip. e th r fore f I it i fitting 
t<l p rp tuate hi · m •mory through 

ndow d hair in th 'niv rsity in hi, home city to which h w 
do ly alli d during hi lif •tim ." 



HILLEL 
One of the towering personalities of our times was Abba Hillel Silver, 
honorary president of the ZOA and world Zionist leader. 

In addition to his outstanding role in Zionism, described in the follow­
ing excerpts from a memorial tribute by Rabbi Charles E. Shulman, Dr. 
Silver was a noted scholar and a pioneer in social welfare legislation. 

This and the address by Dr. Silver that follows, ''Days Past and to Come," 
may be used as the basis for a District program p l ar'.ned in whole or in 
part to pay homage to the memory of Abba Hillel Silver. 

-r HE passing of Abba Hillel Silver has created a great void in Jewish life. His 
personality dominated the American Jewish scene for almost half a century, and his 
contributions to world Jewry are writ large in contemporary history. He proved 
conclusively the ancient Talmudic saying that it is not the plll.Ce that makes the 
man but the man that makes the place. He possessed great gifts, rich Jewish learn­
ing, brilliant oratory, mastery of languages, felicitousness of writing style, 
skill in diplomacy, wisdom in worldly ways. But his greatest gifts were vision and 
courage. 

This was especially true in regard to his Zionism. He envisaged a free Jewish 
people as he headed the Herzl Zionist Society in his boyhood, and he doggedly pur­
sued that vision throughout his year unhindered and undeterred by critics within 
and without Jewish life. He left the world a heritage that wi 11 endure in days to 
come in such scholarly and authoritative books as ''Messianic Speculations in Israel/ 
''Where Judaism Differed, 11 and ''Moses and the Original Torah." 

But he will be remembered best for the role he played in the Zionist movement, for 
his heroic efforts in galvanizing American end Jewish public opinion toward the 
frustration of British designs to prevent the establishment of the State of Israel, 
and for his eloquent pleading of the Jewish cause before the Assembly of the United 
Nations in the crucial hours of that body's deliberations over the partition of 
Palestine. 

AT THE UNITED NATIONS 

On May 15, 1948 he stood before the Assembly of the United Nations and solemnly 
stated: 

''At ten o'clock this morning the Jewish State was proclaimed in Pales­
tine. The hour was fldvanced out of respect for the sanctity of the 
Jewish Sabbath. Thus what was envisaged by the resolution of the 
General Assembly, which was overwhelmingly adopted in the United Nations 
last November has been, so far as the Jewish State is concerned, imple­
mented. Thus, too, there has been consummated the age-old dream of 
Israel to be re-established as a free and independent people in its 
ancient homeland. The Jewish State will strive to be worthy of the 
confidence which has been placed in it by th~ nations of the world, and 
will endeavor to realize, as far as is humanl y possible, those prophetic 
ideas of iustice, brotherhood, peace and democracy which were first pro­
claimed by the people of Israel in every land. 11 

The fortunes of world Jewry were at low ebb in the terrible deca_des of the thirties 
and the forties. It was the time of the concentration camp and the crematorium 
that was to count the death of one-third of the Jewi lih population of the world. 
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THE WHITE PAPER 

It was the time of the British White Paper which limited entry to Palestine to 
seventy-five thousand Jewish souls over a five-year period, when European Jewry was trapped and denied safety elsewhere. 

It was the ti~e of war and its terrible aftern:aths for the Jewish survivors of Hitler's holocaust. 

Zionist fortunes were also at low ebb in those days. The messianic vision which 
once served as a bright beacon light was somewhat faded. The leadership in Zion­ist ranks tended to base its plea to the nations on the ground of Jewish suffering, and it held high hopes that the :.a.bor government in Britain which ha4 succeeded the wartiue Churchill government would understand the world Jewish situation and open the officially closed gates of Palestine to the poor displaced persons of 
Europe. It was instead confronted by Ernest Bevin's hostility and his blunt . warning that "Jews must not push themselves to the head of the queue. 11 

Silver was one of the very few who rebelled at the thought of begging for favors 
from ar. implacable British Foreign Secretary who had staked his career on settling the Palestine problem -- the Arab way. 

He saw clairvoyantly that Jews still held bargaining positions and could gain their .their ends only by using them to the full. Resistance in Palestine was one of 
those positions and he supported it unequivocally. 

The power of the Jews in America was another such position and he did not hesitate .to employ it, often daringly and most often effectively. In order to win the 
support of the American people it was necessary to reach them through campaigns 
of education, through books, lectures, magazines, radio discussions and through 
thousands of meetings held from coast to coast. 

'WE KNOCKED ON EVERY DOOR " 

Abba Hillel Silver, as the dynamic chairman of the American Zionist Emergency 
Council, representative of all Zionist bodies, threw himself with all his strength 
inti an intensive public relations program. 

"We simply knocked on every door -- the halls of Congress, the politi­
cal conventions, the White House, key people in every walk of life, 
authors, columnists, educators, clergy, political leaders -- people 
who heretofore had been indifferent to our cause. We spent endless 
hours with ministers and ambassadors of foreign states who were mem­
bers of the United Nations and arranged for important contacts to be 
made with their governments back home." 

But Silver's efforts in pursuit of his goal were not confined to the non-Jewish world. He had to convert his own people also. In 1943 the inaugural meeting of 
the American Jewish Conference took place. It represented a complete cross-~ 
section of American Jewish life and thinking. 

The chief issue before the Conference was a resolution favoring a Jewish State and 
a strong effort was made by the anti-Zionist minority to abandon such a resolution 
in the name of the unity of the American Jewish community. This minority threat­ened to bolt the Conference if its view did not prevail. Some of the official 
Zionist spokesmen considered capitulation in return for some compromise whereby they would give up their demand for a Jewish State in return for non-Zionist sup­
port of unlimited immigration to Palestine. 

- 3 - ( ) 



Silver had not been designated to speak even for the Zionists. At the moment when 
the Zionist cause was about to suffer a crushing defeat, the American Jewish Con­
gress withdrew its scheduled speaker and gave its allocated time to Silver. His 
moving address poured new life into Zionism and gave new h~art to its wavering 

adherents. The Conference overwhelmingly voted for the resolution to support a 
Jewish Commonwealth. Abba Hillel Silver gained more than the approval of a 
national Jewish audience that day. He established a united American Jewish voice 
that government officials who make American foreign policy could understand. They 
would know from this time forth that Zionism had the full support of the American 
Jewish community. 

After the Congress of 1947, Silver's role took on extraordinary proportions in 
America. As head of the newly established American Section of the Jewish Agency 
he was presented with the responsibility of preparing and directing the Jewish 
case before the United Nations. The activity was so well managed that America 
was thoroughly aware of the nature of the Palestine issue. 

The United Nations' decision to set up the Jewish State did not end the Jewish 
struggle. Britain was in no mood to accept the decision and began arming the 

Arabs. The United States, under pressure from the oil interests and other groups, 
attempted to substitute a trustee plan in place of partition. Some Jewish Agency 

officials ~egan to waver for fear of an alternative that might destroy the Yishuv. 
But Silver insisted that only the Jews of Palestine could make the final decision 

since it would have to he sustained by their very lives. The American section of 

the Jewish Agency must, he insisted, fortify Ben-Gurion 1s position. His view pre­
vailed and the majority voted with him to inform Ben-Gurion that they had rejected 

the American trusteeship plan. 

vhile it was the heroism of Israel's poorly equipped and tremendously outnumbered 

forces that won the land for the Jews in combat, and while Ben-Gurion was the 
force that welded the Yishuv into a nation, it cannot be forgotten that the 
victories gained in New York at Flushing Meadows under Silver's leadership were 
of vital importance in the birth of the new na ion . 

VITAL ZlONIST FUNCTION3 

Those who have been saying that there is no need for a Zionist organization in 
the Diaspora and who have linked Zionism only with settlement in Israel might 
well ask themselves whether they can be content with exposing the State of Isra.P.l 
to dangers such as the recent UN decision (on the Arab refugee question) creates, 
without the availability of instrumentalities through which to marshall Jewish 
opinion in the face of danger to Israel's security. Silver correctly saw that as 
long as there is no secure peace for Israel there will always have to be adequate 
channels in the Diaspora for mobilizing pu~lic opinion and for dealing with gov­
ernment authorities in the various countries on behalf of Israel. These channels 
cannot be constructed overnight. They must be cultivated over the years. The 
Zionist Organization of America has been such an instrument for expressing Jewish 
sentiment on behalf of Israel. It took sixty-five years to build it. It will 
not be rebuilt in a day or a year once it is dissolved. 

filver rea'ntained to the very end of his life that the creation of the State of 
Israel did not end the Zionist purpose. There still remains the unification of 
the Jewish people throughout the world in fulfillment of the Herzlian hope. 

Silver established patterns of thought that would bring dignity into Jewish life. 
By advancing them we can make his life and labors a blessing in time to come. 

DR • CHAR LES E • SHULMAN, 
The American Zionist, December 1963 (abridged) 

- 4 -



THE TEMPLE 
LE\'EL/\XD, III 

:\' o,·emher 22. Jl>u➔ 
\'ol. LI '.\11. g 

RABBI ABBA HILLEL SIL VER MEMORIAL SERVICE 
·1 llank:-g-i, ing I Ja_, la:-t l>e;..:an "1th 

our annual Joint L'ni, er-,it_, ( ' irck 
\\·or:-hip. It e11ckcl i11 t ra.~t'd_,. I )r. ~ih er 
"a, :-truck do\\·11. and The Te111pk l,1-.1 
the 1,ahhi "ho hacl ;..:uiclt-cl it-, dt' ti11it•, 
for almu:--t a half a l'l'lllllr\'. 

< >11 . ·u11day. \: o, emht'r 2CJth. \\ (' "ill 
h11ld a :--cn·in· oi tribute. Th(· \\ur ... lJip 
\\'ill be held at thl' iamiliar ll'll thin.' 
h11ur. in the --aJJct uar.' . The 111t'11Wrial 
addre;-...., will he :,:.i,en h.' .\Ir . . \,raham 
1 larman .. \m ha:--:-ador oi the . · tall' ,,i 
1:-racl to till' l ' JJited ~tale:-. Till' choir 
"ill lend beauty "ith melodit·, "hich 
\\Trc helo\'l·d hy lh .. ·ihn. 

.\ iter the :-enin:, you " ·ill han· an 
opportunity to , ·i:-it th· . \ hha I lilil-1 
.·ih·er .\lemorial . \n:hiH·:-- and l.ihrar_,. 
T\\'o ro11necti11g room:- ha, l' lH·t·n 
dedicated adjacent tt1 uur pn·-.ent 
I .ihrary. The: will hou:-t· J h. ~ih er· 
\.\lll~=-i1u11J ·11\ ~. l,i:- {iii.::-. ,\lid ,dl lk1i 

ht·a r-, 011 hi:- co11triln1tio11 to hi,tory. 
The r11om:-- ha, e hce11 ta,teit,11_, clotH'. 
Th(· outer area pn i, idc-. a ,, ork an·a 
ior ,cl10lar:- and reader:-. Tht' i111H r 
rnotn i:- an t·:-.al't replica of l)r. ~il\'l·r·-. 
:-tuch. ;\Ot onh \\'ill thl' archi, (', 
e'n:--hrine l>r .. · iher·:- recurd and 
memory. hut \\ t.· will puhli:-li ill t\J(' 
iorth1:omin:,:. 111011th . many , o lu111t·:- oi 
hi:- -.ern101i-. and ll'cturt':--. "TIH· 
rig-htc1111:-, and the learned art· ali, t·. 
t·\ t·n ii thn· arc dead ... 

That . ·uncl.t_\ morn in:,:. thne \\ ill. ,, i 
rour:--e. he 110 congregati, 111al hn-akia-.1. 
The Rcligiou:-- ~·c hool will not Ill' in 
:-c:--:--io11. :\I any of the older chilclre11 "il l 
\\ ant to he here \\ ith you. 

1893 

THE TE fPLE 

Cleveland, Ohio 

A Service of Tribute 

to 

RABBI ABBA HILLEL SIL VER 

on Sunday Morning, ovember Twenty- inth 

ineteen Hundred and Sixty-Four 

at ten thirty o'clock 

in The Temple 

The Honorable Avraham Harman 

Ambassador of Israel co the United Scates 

will deliver the 

Memorial Address 

1963 
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'OUR LIVES ARE BROADER, DEEPER, FREER AND MORE MEANINGRJL' 7iwiUI ~UAIS : 
/)t!.c . I-{, 91&'/ 

Harman Hails Silver's Contribution to Jewish Lile 
bJ a /~ish News Stall Writer 

Th • 1irit of Rabbi Abba Hillel 
SHvet· w 1ive on in the heritage 
hC' bequ ath ~ to world Jewry, de­
clared Avraham Harman, Amba. -
ador of I ra l to the United 

State., at a . pecial ,ervice of tri­
bute Ja. t unday on the first an­
nivei ary of Rabbi Sil er' d ath. 
The memoria1 ervice took place 
,n Th Tempi. 

Amba ador Harman' memorial 
address reviewed the life and 
achievem nts of Dr. Silver, whose 
unique ervice it was to play a 
dual-decisi e role in the emergPnce 
of the tat of I racl and in the 
ri e of the Jewi h community in 
America. 

The Ambassado-r noted that 
the service of tribute wa.o; bt,ing 
held on the 17th arml\'ersa.ry of 
tbe da.y t .. & Gooeral AS8embly 

Illustrious Cleveland Rabbi Took 'Decisive Role 
in Forging Great American Jewish Community' 

of the Unit.NI Nation pa !oied a 
resolution rN"ommentUng the 
.,._ tabllshment or the Jewi h 
state in Israel-an achie,·ement 
for which Dr. Sll,•er had labored. 
The peaker . ummed up Dr. SU­

v r's legacy to the future of Jew­
ish life in tlwec area~. "We who 
are free and who ha,:e attained 
our freedom because of the revolt 

freedom. Finally, free J w: must 
under. land the liberating charac­
ter of the tradition which i their 
her.itage. 

BN-au~ of the deed. which 
Rabbi Slh·er accoma,lishf'd, l\lr. 
Harman pointed out,. "our own 
li,·es are brnad ,r, deeper. freer 
and more mcaning-ful." 

of our immediate- forebear. ha\·e Arnbas. ador Harman felt that 
a deb of honor to those J wi h Rabbi SBver's: contribu I ions were 
people who are not yet free to the re ult of th fact that haYing 
Jive a they wi h." w n their individual liberty in a 

•our Lives !\lore Mt•aningful' land of freedom, the Jew: of the 
The Amba sador furth r reaf- U. . continued to r gard them­

firm d that Jews of the free lv<' a being directly committed 
world should never giv up hope to and responsible for the libera­
that tho. e Jews , ho ar not al-J tioH of J w throughout the world. 
lowed to live freely may soon win The decisive contribution of Rab-

bi il\·er, lh0rdorc.\ lay in the 
r le he play d in forging a gr<."a 
Jewish community in the • 
quickening its cnn~ciC'nce, and 
d cpcnin~ it. conviction:-. 

l\ft-morial Ar<"hh·es Dedicatt.>d 
Follm: ing th rv ice of tribut~, 

Th Tempi d dicated th Abha 
Hillel ii\' r Memol'ial rchiv . • 
which occupy rooms , djaccnt to 
The Tempi Jibraey. 

Df' ignecl to h u. Dr. Silv r's 
corre, pondencc and files, the ar• 
chive wilJ crv as a rcpo. ilory 
for a larg ma of hi ·tm·ical ma• 
terial ·, tape recording ~ and rc-c• 
ord~ of m ny of Dr. ih·er's 
. pC' ch . . One arch iv room has 
been built a. an exact r plica of 
Dr. Silver' . lu<ly at horn . 

Interchangeable displays con,. 
cerning Dr. 'ilV<'l''s life will btl 
placed on the at·chive wa~ ,,, • 



World Union Leaders: 

Abba Hillel Silver 
By RABBI DAVID SHERMAN, 

Immediate Past Chairman of C.E.B. 

THOSE of us who were privileged to hear 
Rabb" Abba Hillel Sliver when he visited 

South Africa some 13 years ago wlll recall the 
unrivalled eloquence which marked him out 
as the mo t brilllant orator of hi generation. 
the foremost advocate of the Zionist cause 
and the most gifted exponent of Reform 
Judaism. 

There wa a trange magnetlc quality about 
the man. He eemed to weave an almo t 
hypnot'c spell over his audiences. To hear 
him was always a deeply emotional and 
moving experience. Yet, he used but few 
oratorical tricks, and never descended to 
cheap sentimentalitie . If you read hls er~ 
mons or addre e you wlll find that they are 
built up step by step with the clarlty and the 
log:c of a lawyer's brief, buttres ed with sound 
scholarship and wide reading in many fields. 
It leaves one with the feeling that he has said 
everything that i worth saylng on the par­
ticular ubject but with an originality of 
thought and expre sion that puts the whole 
matter in an entirely new light. There wa. a 
high seriousne s and fierce intensity about 
everything he said and d ~d. 

It was this fierce intensity of the man which 
fir t impressed me when I came a a newly 
ordained young Rabbi fresh out of the Semin­
ary to serve a his assistant in Cleveland. He 
wa already famed as the outstandlng orator 
in America and had built up the large t 
Reform Congregation in the country. Widely 
celebrated a • a champion of the rights of 
labour, he had sponsored the Unemployment 
Insurance Act of the State of Ohio, which 
became the model for the National Unemploy­
ment Insurance Act in the U.S.; and at a 
time when most Rabbis, both Reform and 
Orthodox, were either lukewarm or hostile to 
the Zionist cau e, he had become the foremost 
spokesman for Zion! m in America. 

I remember accompanying him to Zionist 
Con! erence , and year after year his was the 
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Rabbi David Sherman. 

only voice that the delegates wanted to hear. 
It was the period of the "White Papers" which 
were teadily whittllng away Jewish rights 
iu Palestine, and increasing the estrangement 
between the Yishuv and the British Adminls­
tration. It was a period of great anxiety and 
discouragement in the Zionist movement. 
Zionist policy had been geared to co-operation 
w .. th Britain, but it wa now evident that 
Britain was no longer prepared to co-operate. 
The movement wa at an impasse. What 
could be done ? It was Rabbi Silver who 
pointed out that the decision no longer rested 
with Britain but with the U.S. American 
support must be mobilized as a lever for 
favourable actlon on Palestine. 

In every country he formed committees to 
interview editors, clergymen, educators -
moulders of public opinion. He conducted an 
1.mremittlng agitation, he lectured the Con­
gressmen, exhorted the Senators and badgered 
the Pre !dent. Gradually he brought about a 
shift in American policy, from one of 
neutrality. to one of positive sympathy and 
active intervention in favour of the Zionist 
viewpoint. It was he who directed the strategy 
and mar hailed the forces wh~ch led to the 
favourable vote at U.N. for the establishment 
of the Jewish State. The commanding figure 
in the struggle, he proved himself a skilled 
negotiator and able adminl trator, but most 
of all it wa his fierce intensity and inflexible 
determination which won the day. 

Even after the vote at U.N., efforts were 
made to idetrack the e tablishment of Israel. 
Under threat of Arab attack the Zionist 
leader were a ked to po tpone the declaration 
and to agree to a trusteeship arrangement; 
most of the Zionist leadership was prepared 

JUNE, 1963 



to agree, but Silver refused to be intimidated. 
He was determined that there must be no 
delays. The historic opportunity must not be 
allowed to slip away. Supported only by Ben 
Gurion in Israel, he forced the issue and won 
immediate recognition for the new State from 
both the U.S. and Russia. 

Rabbi Silver's distinguished and celebrated 
contributions to Zionist leadership have 
tended perhaps to overshadow in the public 
m:nd his equally significant role in the leader­
ship of the Reform Movement. He was known 
as a Rabbi's Rabbi, that is he had a profound 
influence on the thinking of his professional 
colleagues, and in shaping the character and 
outlook of the Reform Rabbinate. On the 
basis of his own deep love of Jewish learning, 
he was able to integrate the best values of 
Jewish tradition with a modern scientific 
outlook on life. His devotion to Reform was 
all of one piece with his deep attachment to 
Zionism. Both, he felt, were necessary for a 
complete and well rounded Jewish world view; 
each was incomplete without the other. 

Zionism aimed to normalise the status of 
the Jew-to solve the problem of the physical 
homelessness of our people. Reform is needed 
to normalise the religious situation - to solve 
the problem of the spiritual uprootedness of 
the modern Jew. His was a full blooded 
loyalty to the Jewish people and to the best 
in their spiritual heritage. 

In his book, "Where Judaism Differed," per­
haps the best introduction to Jewish thought, 
Rabbi Silver calls attention to three basic 
principles laid down by the prophets which 
run like a golden thread through all Jewish 
teaching - Unity, Freedom and Compassion. 
In these three concepts we find the guiding 
principlP.s of his own life and career. 

He pr~ached the Unity of God and laboured 
for thP Unity of Mankind and the · Unity of 
Israel. He fought for freedom in all its 
aspects - freedom of thought - freedom of 
conscience - freedom from the tyranny of 
oppressive authority - the tyranny of super­
stition and prejudice - the tyranny of out­
moded ideas and institutions. But above all 
else he was a man of compassion. Champion 
of the oppressed, the persecuted and the 
under-previleged, he was always responsive to 
the cry of human suffering - and where he 
could not help he tried to comfort. 
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Among tl1e great prophets of Israel there 
were these who denounced wickedness and 
wrongdoing - who reproved Israel for its sins; 
but there were also the prophets of consola­
tion - who came to comfort Israel in its 
sorrows - to raise up the downcast in spirit 
and to inspire with new hope. Abba Hillel 
Silver was one of the great prophets of con­
solat:on, who brought new hope and strength 
to a people that has passed through the valley 
of the shadows, and inspired them with the 
courage and the determination to bring to 
fruition Israel's age old dream of Zion 
restored. The voice of the prophet is stilled, 
but his message still reverberates in our 
hearts. It speaks to us of the glory of a 
people redeemed and the grandeur of a faith 
:enewed. 

V. Brasch turning the Sod. 

JUNE, 1965 
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ABB HILLEL IL I (1 93-1963) 

"Do you no know that a princ and 
a gre t man has £all n this d • y 
in I ra l?" (II 'am. 3:3 ) 

If er, in our im , h word of ing David applied to a man 
wl o d p· r d thi lif , h appl r to bbi bb Hillel ilv 1, who 

cad my On High on 1h nk gi ing Day, ov mb r 
2 , 1963. 'I h h di d on hat da m d p cially ignifican 
inc hi d alh brought u no onl hock and orrow ov r our lo 

of hi pr n , hi in piration, hi dynami m, hi wi <lorn, hi skill , 
hi l hi d o ion, but b cau th oked our gr titud to God 
for th ·up rl, i gift which He conf rr d upon our gen I a ion 
through th lif and rvic of bba Hill 1 ilver. 

Thu ·i f nd gn litud commingl din an xlraordi1 ary m ur . 
Th gri f - b cau e of th 1em nt of incredibility hat our fri nd 
and I d r had d p rt d from our mid t; and our gratitude wa 
d p n d b the udd n 1ealiz'" 1 ion on the part of many hat thi 
man of • r ic and dri e; this man of contrnv r y - lishmah; thi 
ribun of our p ople wo nd ain and of the daring hope and 

fa· Lh which ar our ; thi man who could speak to the heart of our 
p ople v ry f w in our gen rntion could and revealed what wa 
in our h art ;vith h word , h pirit, the arti try of the con um­
mat , r i t that h was;, thi man who was both teacher and state .. 
man, pr ach I and cholar dre m rand dynamic man of action;­
our wa hank gi ing th t hi man b long d to our generation. 
And the udd n r alizatiou and w r ne of th fullne of hi 

r ic and it gr n ur <l p n d th ·a itud that wa f It for 
hi lif . Bl d ind d i the ner ion of which he was a part. 
Bl i th p opl that o n him a it on. 

Th w rd ar b ing written by on who hared hi boyhood and 
n anhood wilh Abba Hill 1 ii ., r hi u n da s and profes ional 
lif . \ T r of h , 111 , ilver b in h old r b fiv mon h 
o th l ) . ,, gr , 1p on he te ming lower Ea t i of ew York 
hich I ro uc d both ·;1 and o d but infinitel mo ·e of creativ 
o dn and lor~.. • han on could hop from th conomic and 

~ ocial mili 1 which it wa. . \\ w re bo h m mb r of he Dr. Herzl 
Zion lub. < uni u or niza ion of junior found d in ilver' 
hom conn 1i d '1 t 1 n m of th group implied, to Zioni m and 
Zio1i lac iYiLi n lik i o th u of H br w a a conver a­
tion 1 m <lium. ll of our meetin w r conduct d in Hehr w· all 
om program w r in H br w· all the r cord were k p in Hebrew. 
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o far a hi writ r know , th Dr. H rzl Zion lub, found d on 

ugu 2 , 1904, 1 than two month aft r th d h of Th odor 

H rzl, w the fir junior Zioni t group on thi contin nt and th 

fir t H br w p aking youth group. 
;\Th n ome of u (th re wer ix - amu 1 J. Abram , B njamin 

ri dman, Barnett R. Brickn r, Maxwell ilv r, Abba Hill I ilv r, 

and I) decided to tudy for the Reform Rabbinat and w nt o th 

H b1 w Cnion olleg in Cincinnati for our training, bba Hill 1 

and I, liv d with the am family (tho w r the pr -dormitory day 

in th Hebrew nion Coll ge). e w r tud nt at th Cniv r it 

of incinnati at the sam time although he wa two y ar ahead of 

m there and th1 y ar ahead of me at H hr w nion oll g . 

Man year lat r (1945) when Abba Hill l ilv r b cam Pr id n 

of th Central Conference of American Rabbi [ = AR], I b cam 

hi Tice-Pr ident and hi succe or to th pr id nc (1 47). I 

happ n d that during hi pr idency, he wa pr occupi d with hi 

Zioni t work and spent much time abroad and h paid m th 

complim nt of having me carry on the C ntral onf r nc duti 

in his ab ence. I think I knew him well. I lo d him a a bro h r 

whil t being in awe of his majes ic tal n le d r of our p opl 

a in pirer of, and poke man for all of us - h • bi hr n. 

A a R form Rabbi, he wa outstanding in the uniqu combin -

lion h po ed of a profound knowledg of h cla ical J i h 

ourc s, of th ir inspiration and concepts, of a d p lov for hi 

p opl of an abiding faith in God and in God' choic of I ra I for 

a wm Id rol and a mi sion in the world, of h pro r iv h r1c r 

of the divine rev lation, of the progr s ive natur of J wi hid a of 

th progr iv t enduring value of J ewi h id al of com mi m n t 

to th prophetic A nschauung and lov and r v r nc for h rabbinic 

x n ion of that Anschauung of hi re p ct for J wi h r dition and 

hi d dication to the principl of th tradition d nami m nd it 

on oing r l vane and endming cont mporan ity. 
a r ligiou I ad r and t ach r, he hough nd au h that 

r li ·on h d much to ay bout and much to do wi h ju ,tic and 

ri ht ou n wi h th r levanc of religiou principl o ocial 

p rf c ibility and th n d for religiou folk to n r th Ii and 

ur and fight for the application of moral tanda1 d to h concr 

i ua ion in ocial poli ical and economic lif . Wh n h n r d h 

Ii of conflict and controver y, hen ither a k d for nor gav quar r. 

If h won - h turned o th next ta k awaiting ac ion. If h lo 

hi h ad r main d unbowed and hi pirit und f at d. H m r 1 

bid d hi time awai ing the next opportunity to r um th battl 

for what he believed to be the Right. 



4 78 A.MERI A JEWI H HISTORICAL Q ARTERLY 

He wa a cholar among cholar but nev r a cloi ter d cho a1 . 
H n r bid d in an ivor ow r. Hi book and e a co r <l 
th gamut of th J \J i h r ligiou outlook a he und r tood i , but 
he wa l o a v ry practic· l ma 1 and wa . kiHful in the u of 
practic 1 m n nd ool -- in h rvic of th id al which h 
ch ti h d and pr ach d nd Ii d by and for which h liv d nd 
toil d. 

P opl v ho kn w hi1 1 only in hi public life and only through hi 
public app ar nc o t n mi d th warmth of he man in hi p r­
onal r l· tion hip . H had a wond r . ul capacity for warm p r onal 

fri nd hip and loyalty in fri nd hip. He gave uch loyalty and he 
xp t d i in oth r . He wa a proud and devoted family man and 

th glow of hi prid wa hear ning to b hold when he wa giv n 
th chanc to p ak of hi son . 

I did not a much thus far, ab u ilver' Zioni t activi i . -
"B hold h y at r cm d d ' graphically - albeit briefly - in th 
F t chn ft th group of a publi h din a volume entitled In 1 he 
Tim of Ha rrest on th o ca ion of Rabbi ilver' v ntie h birthday 
in 1 63, 1 which appear d a a tribut to him. I would refer to the 
op ning "aJ an appreciation of Rabbi ilv r' career, wrilt n 
con amor b fr. Harnld P. Man on he xecutive of the American 
Fri nd of the Hebrew Univer ity. ut I would refer particular] 
to h m mor bl o c , ion in Philadelphia at the meeting of h 

R in Jun , 1963 .. This wa hi la t appearanc before hi col­
league wh n he part icipa ed in a dialogue or coHoquy or ympo ium 
wi h hi I ma and d o d fri nd Rabbi olomon B. Freehof. 
Th y d alt with h th me: The Am rican Rabbinate in Our Lif -
tim ." During that di cu ion Rabbi Fr hof a ked hi fri nd: 
"v'\i ha would vou con id r our be t achie ement of everything you 
hav d01 . ' ilv r ignificant and revealing. Said h : 

One achie em n , hich I consider outs anding in my life has be n 
th con ribution which I made to, ard the establishment of the 

at f Isra 1. I i the on ha I treasure the most. This is not, 
of cour , t hnicall peakin a rabbinic achievement. But it was 
nev r parat or apar from m prof sion as a rabbi. Zioni m has 
alwa • b en a part of m • cone ption of hi oric Judaism, and I came 
o it not a a ecular nationali t, bu as a devout Jew, and I ne er 

permitt d m Zioni activi i , e n when . he , re most in ten e, 
a th , ·er in th • ar b for he tabli hment of the tate -
I n \J r permi t d m Zioni t activi ies to push aside or to over-
hadov m actiYitie and m duties a a rabbi. 

1 He wa horn in in tad - hirwindt, Li huania on January 2 , 1893 and arriv din 
w York in June, 1902. 
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o, if you a k m wha I r gard a th most out tanding achi v -

m nt in m lif , I would a ha , a a rabbi I w rk d for th 

Ii hm n of h tat of Isra 1. l R Y arbook, vol. L ... r ... .. III • ), 

p. 16 ] 

i h k n und 1 t, nding f h driv 

and ompul ion found in all that r , t mpt d to , hi v in hi 

lif . Thi i to b tak n in conn ction wi h ano h r an w r mad by 

him on th am cc ion in r pl to qu • ion pt o him b Fr hof, 

to wit: 'What i th gr at t rvic of a mod rn rabbi. To thi 

il r r pond d: 

What should be th prim function of a rabbi? I should like to 

ns r that b a ing hi prim function i to t ach th Torah to 

hi p opl . This ha alway b n th gr at r ic of h rabbi. 

I know that man oth r du ie ar demand d of th mod rn rabbi, 

many which h mus p rform - pa tor of hi fl k, tribun of his 

p opl to th non-J wish ~ orld, d f nd r f so ial ju ti and the 

rights of man. But principa11 , in m humble judgm nt, th rabbi, 

as th nam ignifi s, i t ach r - not pa or, bu t a h r. nd by 

t aching young and old h pir • ual and h ical do rin of J udai m, 

and th r b in piring in th m a lif of p r onal int ri and ocial 

r spon ibilit , th rabbi mak hi major con ribution o hi indi idual 

communicant , to hi congr ation and to mmunit . 

I kn w that i not a n a ional u that's the answer 

I can gi ou. [ibid., p. 1611 

v\ h n a k d ' Wh, h th rabbi ca,. r would ou a ar the 

ob tacl ? ' h an w 1 d: 

You a ked m ~ hat I r ard a h gr a obs a 1 in th rabbi's 

car r. Th rabbi him lf. I m an, hi inh r nt d fi i nci . If a 

rabbi lacks charact r or courage or tact or n i ivit , h is lik ly 

o d tro hi o, n ar er. 
If h et hi h art on fal obj c iY , in qu t of pub-

licit - e all like a c rtain amount of publi it r on b ing v • ll 

lik d by rybod or on n v r a ing an thing that ,; ill n be 

appr d v r rb d~r, tha rabbi, ill rrod him If from v ithin, 

in th long run. 
Th r ar of cour , man . tra ob tacl ~ hi h a ra bi , ill 

ncount r from tim to tim - th in rtia of p opl , th luggi hn s 

of progr , th downrigh oppo ition. " all ncount r th m from 

tim to tim . But h ~ ill no d s ro or n r ard hi true 

car r. Th y , ill t roper, strength n him, and h lp him o fulfill 

his care r. 
Th first rabbi in our r ligion, if I can call him that - our p ople 

call him rabbi, Mo h Rabb nu - the fir t rabbi suff r d normous 

frustrations and heartach s, so much so that h came to a point once 
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ma bed th lu&ot, broke the Tablets of the Commandm nt ·. 
Yet, thi Ho h Rabb nu, this rabbi, ended up his life by ble ing hi 
p ople b for he died . 

. nd o , ·hile ob acles and frustrations are inevitable in our 
car r, unfortuna el some ha e more of them than o hers, n v r­
thel , i i par of our job to try to surmount them, rise abo e them, 
perhap r r o d rive from them trengthening of the spirit. I think 
that i he r 1 te t of a good rabbi. [ibid., pp. 161 f.] 

And - a Rabbi Fr hof commented: "You [Silver] ar , in m 
mind t e gr at t o,. rcom r of ob tacle . ' [ibid., p. 161] 

Thi hew, uredl T. \\ ould it be wrong to conclude tha ilv r 
wa an ard n and com inc d follower of the rabbinic dictum: "Th· n 
i no th obli a ion o compl te the task but neither art thou fre 
o d i t from und r aking it'? 

uch, in bri f. wa m, boyhood friend Abba Hillel ilv r. uch 
wa th fri nd and oll ague of my manhood. uch wa the giant 
figur of h rnerican Rabbinate of h middle of the twenti h 
c ntur) - r-t ,:.:.· , , y ;,.:, :J~ J .:, • 

ABRAHAM J. FELD 1A 
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Next Saturday 

Rabbi Silver Memorial Service Set Next Saturday will mark 
the first anniversary of the 
death of Rabbi Abba Hillel 
Silver, spiritual leader since 
1917 of the Temple, Univer­
sity Circle at Silver Park 
N. E., and a world Jewish 
leader. 

The following day his for­
mer congregation, now led 
by his son, Rabbi Daniel J. 
Silver, will pay tribute to 
their late leader at a special 
10:30 a.m. service and then 
dedicate to his memory the 
Abba Hillel Silver Memorial 
Archives. 

A Jifeling Zionist, Dr. Sil- attorney who settled in 
ver held the chairmanship Palestine in 1938 and went 
of the Zionist movement in to work for the Jewish 

Agency. Today he is the the United States in the Israeli ambassador to the movement's most crucial United States. 
years. Ambassador Harman will Those years were the ones deliver the memorial address immediately preceding the at the Nov. 29 service. 
establishment of the State The archives rooms to be of Israel in 1948. dedicated occupy a s p a c e 

One of the Jewish diplo- immediately adjacent to the 
mats with whom the late present library. They are de­rabbi closely worked in those signed to house Dr. Silver's 
years of fervent Zionism was correspondence and mes, his Avraham Harman, a London- rich literary 1 e g a c y- he 
born and Oxford-educated wrote many books-that in-

' cJudes the text of every ser­
mon preached from the Tem­
ple p u I p i t and historical 
materials that de2l with his 
role on the local, state and 
national scene. 

The materials, which have 
been c at a 1 o g u e d, will be 
available for research and 
review. These files and cata­
logues will be housed in the 
outer of the two archives 
rooms. along with recordings 
of Dr. Silver's speeches. He 
was considered one of the na­
tion's finest orators. 

Equipment is available to 
play both records and tapes. 

The rear archives room ts 
an exact replica of the late 
rabbi's borne study. His desk 
and work tables are there, 
along with many of his fa­
vorite books placed in wall 
shelves. A fine oil portrait of 
Dr. Silver hangs from one 
wall. 

The archives, using funds . . 

Thia handsomely ca"ed heavy wooden door­
way marb the entrance to the Rabbi Ahba 
Hillel Silver Memorial ArchiTN. which thia 
WHk were in a state of confusion typical of 
final readine1a operations. Rabbi Daniel J. 
Silver J)ffb •ut from the rooms. Inset photoa 
are of the lat~ Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver (top) 
and Israeli Ainbauador Anaham ~ 
memorial speaker. 
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