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ARAB FEDERATION I 
I SOUGHT BY BRITAIN 
Minister in Cairo It Trying to 
Lay Foundation for the Idea 

That Haunted Lawrence 

PROBLEMS STILL LEQION 

Saudi Arabia Not Included in 
Project-Economic Union of 
Syria and Lebanon Is Basis 

By PERTINAX 
Nortll Alll'trk&D NnvaJ)&per Alliance. 

WASHINGTON, Sept. 18-
Ollver Lyttleton, recently appoint
ed Brltilh Mini1ter of State and 
sent to Cairo to deal with all po
Utical problem• in the Near Ea.at, 
l1 hard at work try'ng to lay th• 
foundation for the time-honored 
federation of Arab States that 
haunted the late Colonel T. E. 
Lawrence a generation ago. 

What 11 the progreu achieved to 
this day'! The matter i1 kept in 
aecrecy, but broad outlines cannot 
be concealed. 

Mr. Lyttleton doe• not even ln• 
tend to bring into hi1 scheme Saudi 
Arabia, which ranks next to Egypt 
u the mo1t powerful of the Arab 
States. Itl inclusion wou:d raiH 
inaurmountable tuue1. He wilely 
attempt. to build from humble be
ginning■ and in an experimental 
1pirlt. 

At the. start, &n economic union 
would take 1hape between Syrla 
and Lebanon and gradually expand 
into a political coMection u IOOll 
u a joint board in charge of com
mon interuta (foreign and mili
tary affaln, etc.) could be Ht up. 

Other Propoeed Partnen 
In another 1tage, Trana-Jordan 

would be expected to become a 
partner &nd then Paleatine, once 
the Arabi there have been induced 
to arrive at a settlement with the 
Jewtah national home. Later, the 
turn of Iraq might come. 

Even reduced to thoae relative
ly limple proportion■, the under
takiq brl1Uu with dlfficultlee. 
Few competent obaerven Will dis
pute that no Arab federation bu 
a chance to lut unleu ruolutely 
1upported by British power. The 
Atab federation w1ll at the moat 
lead a lheltered ext1tence under 
the Winp of the Brit.lab Empire 
or It wUl be rent uunder by di
vergent forces. A• a minimum N
qutrement, the treaty of alllanM 
between Great Britain and Iraq 
should be extended to the whole 
uaociation and even .trengthened, 
aince recent dnelo,menta ban 
proved Its weaknea. 

But the real trouble 11 that the 
British negotiator cannot exclu
llvely concentrate hi• attention on 
the Arab world. Mr. Lyttleton ha.s 
to find a solution acceptable not 
only to the Arabs but also to the 
Jews in Palestine, to the Lebanese 
and to the Free French of General 
Charles de Gaulle, who has re
ceived definite commitments from 
London. 

I 
The Zionist po!!itfon Is fairly well 

known and need not be discussed 
again. The claims of the Lebanese 
(aome 600,000 Christians out of a 
total Syrian population of 3,500,-
000) ."\ln parallel to those of the 
J ewa. Both are ready to conclude 
limited economic pacts but equally 
determined to see to it that they 
should not be deprived of their in
dependence. So apprehem,ive of 
Arab rule are the Lebanese that 
they obtained from General de 
Gaulle at the beginning of June a 
pledge for the continuation of the 
French alliance, u they do not 
quite rely upon Britain to hold the 
scales even. 

8YTlan Independence 
The administration of Syria wu 

entrusted to the Free French laat 
July, when Vichy's control came to 
an end. Then they promised to 
their British allies to grant inde
pendence to Syria and do away 
with the mandate. General Georges 
Catroux did this a few daya ago. 

1 But, simultaneously, the Free 
French received from Prime Minis
ter Winston Churchill the assur
ance that, in ao far u any Euro
pean country "will have special 
influence, FrBllce will be pre-emi
nent." 

That phrue may not mean very 
much. At any rate, taken literal
ly, it rules out a British-Syrian 
bond. But, meanwhile, has General 
Catroux reached an understanding 
with the Syrian nationalist leaders 
in Damascus, the obvious capital ot 
the contemplated Arab federation'! 
And ia It with their approval that 
Lebanon was not even mentioned 
in the letter he addressed to the 
new President of the Syrian Re
public'! Hitherto, in the national• 
iat dogma, Syria's unity loomed aa 
large u Its lndepenaence. 

At present the only important 
consideration ts to do whatever is 
n esaary to win th war. FrancP 
ts proatrate and Britain•ls fightini 
for her life. To quibble about ter
ritorial and political reconetruction 
10unda out of place. 1 
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BARKLEY PllOPO~E~ 
A PALESTINE ARMY 

an important and integral part at 
the world order that J!lu•t . follow 
the victory of freedom m thiJI ward 
lf the peace la to be equitable an 
luting." 

"Certainly," the Wagner state
ment added, "there should. be no 

Senator Says Jews Should Be 
Allowed to Put Stron1 Fore• 

in the Field 

hittling down of the Jewish na, 
~on&l home at this time, when 80 
many thousand!! of innoc~nt vic
tims of sadistic persecution are 
seeking refuge in the only land 

. Whlch had demonstrated it.a capac-
- ity to absorb and regenerate them. BALFOUR PLEDC[ IS CITED Furthermore, as an important ba.s-

Lack of Its Fulfillment Is De
plored on 24th Anniversary 

of the Declaration 

Senator Alben W. Barkley of 
Kentucky, addreulng a mass 
meeting of Zionist organizations in 
Carnegie Hall last night, urged 
formation of a. Jewiah Army in 
Paleatine u "part of the world 
front that the forces of freedom 
are maintaining againat the ar
iressor" and called for !he full es
tablishment of a. Jewish homeland 
., Palestine "when the time cornea 

for the building up of a new 
world." 

The meeting marked the twenty
fourth anniversary of the Balfour 
Declaration, issued on Nov. 2, 1917, 
by Lord Balfour, Foreign Se~e
tary in the British wartime Cabinet 
of Lloyd George. Pointing out that 
the post-war rebuilding of Pales
tine under Jewish auapicea wu 
bued on the Balfour pledge, which 
wu endoraed by the United State. 
Congreaa and embodied in the 
Paleatine Kandate, Senator Bark
ley quoted the declaration'• text, u follows: 

"Hla Majesty'• Government view 
With favour the eatabllahment in 
Palestine of a national home for 
the Jewish people and will UH 
their best endeavoUJ'II to facilitate 
the achievement of thia object it 
being clearly underatood that noth
ing' shall be done which may 
prejudice the civil and religioua 
rirht.a of existing non-Jewish com
munities in Palestine or the rights 
and political atatus enjoyed by 
Jewa in any other country." 

8,-ka for Senate Group 
Mr. Barkley, who ia majority 

leader of the Senate, said he spoke 
u one of sixty-eight Senators who 
recently accepted membership on 
the American Palestine Committee. 

Senator Robert F. Wagner of 
New York, chairman of the Amer
ican Palestine Committee, isaued 
in the committee's behalf a state
ment declaring that "the Jewish 
n&tiooal hnme in Palutfne shall be 

tion of the allied front, the Jews 
of Palestine shoul4 ,e allowed to 
place a substantial tnllitary forcr 
ln the field to fight with the other 
defenders of freedom in the Middle 
Eaat." . 

Sir orman Angell, 1:nghah 
author and winner of the Nobel 
Peace Prize in 1933, told the meet• 
ing that most Englishmen felt ''t. 
deep sense of apology" about tht 
lack of fulfillment oe the Balfour 
Declaration. He traced the diffi
culties in Palestine to the appeue
ment policy of previous British 
Governmenta. 

A Tragedy of Appeuement 
"The tragedy of Palestine," said 

Sir Norman, "is part of the general 
tragedy of appeasement, of the be
lief that it is better to come to a 
bargain with terrorista, with an 
evil and violent minority, than it 
is to help defend their victims." 

The meeting paid tribute to the 
late Justice Louis D. Brandel• 
who was active in Palestinian af 
fairs. A message trom Governor 
Lehman referred to Mr. Brandela 
u "a wise and powerful collabora
tor in the formation of the Balfour 
Declaration." 

Dr. Stephen I. WiN, chairman 
of the Emergency Com.mitt" for 
Zionist Affairs, which convoked 
the mua meeting, declared that 
the observance of the Balfour an-
niversary waa intended to call at
tention "to the urgent need of im
plementing the full intent and pur
pose of the declaration u an in• 
tegral part of a just and Iut1n1 
peace when the preeent world con
flict 1• over." 

The meeting' wu held under the 
joint auapicea of ~1 Zionist Or
ganization of America, the Hadu
aah Women'• Zioni•t Orp.nisatton, 
the Mlu-achi and the Poale Zion. 

By acclamation the mHtlnl' of 
3,500 adopted a ruolution demand
ing' "the ultimate reconstitution of 
Palestine u a Jewiah Common
wealth" and calling upon the Brit
ish Government for an opportunity 
to aid the allied war effort by 
tormtnr a Jewish army to serve 
with the British forcu In the Middle l:ut 
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peace 11 to be equitable and lastinc, P l t• ne Home the Jewish national home mqst be a es I , an integral part of the new world ' 

d order. Senator Wagner said the Jews F J S Urge of Palestine should be allowed tG Or ew place a substantlal armed force ?1 the 
Middle East, and he regrettec. that At Rally Here previous offers of such a force hav 
not been accepted. ___ .,__ Rabbi Stephen S. Wise, ch • • f of the mass meeting, said -we Post-WarReconstruct1on o 10lemnly ask" Britain to declare "t.hat 
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I Jan Masaryk. Porel.gn Minister ot A resolution urging reconstitution the exiled aovemment of Caecboof Palestine as a Jewish common- alovakla; Count Carlo Sforza, for• wealth after the war and calling mer Porelgn Minister of Italy, and upon the British government to count Jacquee de Sleyes, repreaenta .. form a Jewish army for service in tlve in the United States of General the Middle East was adopted by a Charles de Gaulle-a l"ree Freneb mass meeting of a capacity house of movement. 
2,800 at Carnegie Hall last night. senator Barkley, pointing out that The meeting was in observance ot &00 000 Jews 1n Palestine are loyally the twenty-fourth anniversary today supporting Great Britain apJmt of the Balfour Declaration o!Nov. 2, the Am, declared the reatoratlcm of 1917, in which Great Britain pledged the Jewiah people "is not only a , itself to facilitate establishment of matter of elemental Juattce to them, a Jewish national home in Pales- but is also ooe of world-wide tmtine. portance 1n the future peace of The meeting, arranged by Zionist rnanttnd." Becallle of their hlatory and non-Zionist organizations with and character, be said, the Jewa are the co-operation of the American ent1Ued to take their place &mOtli Palestine Committee, 41 East Forty- the nations of the world. aecond Street, heard Senator Alben 

W Barkley, Democrat, ..of Kentucky, Cltea tm Beaolatlon majority leader; Sir Norman Angell, 'lbe Joint resolution adopted by British publicist, and other speakers the United Stat.ea Bouse and Sendeclare that fulfillment of the British ate in 1922 indorsing the Balfour pledge should be an integral part of DeclaraUon is atlll the aentiment, the next peace settlement. Senator Barkley said, of Oongreu, Governor Herbert H. Lehman, who the aovernment and the people 01 was unable to attend, sent a message the llnlted Stat.ea. 1n which he paid tribute to the late "It 1a not neceaary or desirable," Supreme Court Justice Louis B. he aatd, "that Palestine should ruwe Brandeis as "a wise and powerful all of the Jewish people, but it is collaborator in the formulation of necessary that the Jewish people the Balfour Declaration." The Gov- shbuld have all of Palestine as a ernor also praised those Jewish homeland." pioneers who have gone to Palestine He urged admission into the Brit• "and have demonstrated their abWty !sh Middle Eastern oommand of a and their unshakeable determtna- Jewish army under its own flag, tlon to assume their full part in the are the forces of the exlled Prencb, struggle to preserve freedom and Poles and Czecha. democracy 1n the world." Sir Norman Angell held that no 
Messace From Warnw Englishman could dtacuss Palesttn, 

with a Jewiah audience without "a. Another message from senator deep sense of apology." He called Robert F. Wagner, Democrat, of N.- "the tragedy of Palestine pan of York, who said that the ~erican the general tragedy of appeue. Palestine Committee, of which he la ment," saying the British had apchairman, • declares Palestine to be peased the Arabs at the cost of the "an important bulwark on the demo- Jews to protect the Muldle Fat. cratic front" and that if the next - - - •------
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JEWS HO IGH ZIO IM 

BY MA RICE AMUEL 

AMONG the strange and tragic 
fl. phenomena of our time few 

are more bewildering than the spec-

acle of Jew banded together to 

prevent other Jews from acquiring 
a . • a tional Homeland in Pale tine. 

Were it not for the urgent practi

cal bearing of the ubj1ect the e 
anti-Zioni t Jews might be di -
mi ed a a hi torical - and p ·
chological - oddity. But the Jew

i h problem i deeply interwo ·en 

wi h the general problem of \lorld 
abiliza ion. Failure to unders and 

its peculiar role a an in trumen of 

world reaction wa a factor in the 

ri e of azi m; fail re to gra le 

with it on tate manlike terms to
morrow win lea ·e uncured a dan-

erou en tre of mo al in fee tion. 

. nd the Zioni t program the crea

tion of a J ewi h Homeland in Pales

tine i urged as an in egra part of 

the wider solution of the Je\ ·i h 

problem. Hence the seeming di i-

ion ,vithin JtTry mu t be di uri). 

ing to ev r. • nc concerned \ ·i h 
t\ ·a r r on rue ion. 

The ubj ct hc1 • u b en brouo-h 

romincntl v t the fore a ain bv ., , 

an article in I l{e (June 2 ) b 
L in R cnw, ld et in for h 
the ba, ic obj cc ion , ·l ich he and 

some other Jc,· h ·e a ain t he 
Ziom mo • m n t. . l r. Ro en ,·aid 

on of th famou m il~order mer-
chant an hilan hropi t doe no 
h • m elf bulk lar c in he . merica 

Jewi h ,communit .. •. Bu hi ar ic 

pro ·i<l a per ec c e 
th t i reflcc per 
t .rpe o Je, ·i h min 
rea n d anal; i . 

certain 
for h t 

.. fr. ut with a 
c im ,. ic c- re I er -

tin:- He wri e : 

MA RICE SAMUEL liud in Pale;tine on an n as 
lectured and written ertensii el on tM ]eu isl, , 
The Great Hatred an anal)sisof nti-SemiJism. ol , 
u. hich h s j i b en l:11Shed. 



TIIE A iERIC 

of the po twar Jc.wish_ problems. In 
America thi opinion 1 held b . an 
organization kn~wn as the Amcncan 
Coun iJ for Judaism, Inc. 

The folio ~·ing obje the facts 
hould be noted: of the thousand 

. merican-trained rabbis in this 
countr , i.e. rabbi who took their 
d grees in merican seminaries 
ninety-odd formed ' the merican 
C-ouncil for Judaism' about a year 
ago, and about half of them ha e 
ince withdrawn. All th e di ident 

rabbis belong to the Reform Rab
binate. But at the last annual con
vention of this body,, held in ew 
York in July, 194 3, a resolution 
wa passed by a large maiority ieaU
ing "upon our colleagues of the 
American Council far Judaism to 
terminate this organization.,,, 

In the Orthodox and Conserva-
ti e wings of the American Rab
binate, constituting an overwhelm
ing majority of the Je~ ish clergy, 
there are no anti-Zionist group . 
The leading rabbis of America, like 
Stephen S. Wise, Loui Finkelstein, 
Solomon Goldman, Abba Hillel 
Silver, Israel Goldst in Jame G. 
Heller, are unanimously Zionist. 
As to the attitude of the Jewish 
laity, it was expressed clearly in the 
recent elections to the American 
Jewish Conference, a democrati
cally elected body; over So per 
cent of the delegate - lect are Zion-

MERC RY 

i ts and pro-Zioni ts, I~ than 5 
per cent are op nl anti-Zionists. 

These are important facts. If 
the non-J wi h world i mi led 
into b lie ing that ' great num
bers" of merican Je ·s are oppo ed 
to the establi hment of a ational 
Jewi h tate in Palestine, it will not 
think the project feasible or orth
while. D pite the fears of a Je 
i h Hom land by men like Le in 
Ro em ·ald, Jews are less divided on 
this is.sue than an other people in 
the world on any issue of major 
importance. 

Aside from the claims of large 
Jc i h ~upport for the Rosen ald 
po 1t1on ~ hat of his arguments. 
Th e, of cour e are not new. They 
expr an attitude which emerged 
side by side with the emergence of 
he Zionist movement. They are, 

in fact, an almost letter-perfect 
repetition of the arguments '\\hich 
a group of Engli h Jews used in 
191 7 in an effort to prevent the 
Briti h Go ernment from i uing 
the famou Balfour Declaration. 

The parallel i instructi e from 
many point of view. In 1917 the 
condition of European Jewry, 
though far better than it is today, 
was bad enough. The cry for an 
outlet, and for a chance to rebuild a 
free Jewish life in Palestine after 
the war, went up from millions of 
Jew • It was then that the British 



Government at the prompting of 
the Zionist movement . issued the 
celebra t'cd Balfour Declaration: 

His Majest 's government ·iew ith 
6nor the establishment in Palestine 
of a ation l Home for the Jewish 
people, and will use their be t cn
dca ·ors to facilitate the achievement 
of tru object, it being clearl under-
tood that nothing shall be done which 

may prejudice the civil and reli ious 
rights of cxi ting non-Jewish communi
ties in Palestine or the ri hts and 
political status enjoyed by Jews in 
any other country. 

This statement of policy was 
not made unilaterally. It was the 
subject of long discussion between 
the Allies. It had the conscn t of 
the American, French and Italian 
governments. It was ratified unani
mously in 1922 by fifty-one mem .. 
hers of the League of ations, and 
separately by the Congress of the 
United States. But it was regarded 
as a calamity by an English group 
of Jewish an ti-Zionists. 

There were not many of these 
Jc s. But they were influential, 
and their opposition was fanatical. 
One was a member of the Briti h 
cabinet - the only one in that 
bcxly to fight the Balfour Declara
tion. Another was a member of the 
nobility. A third was a collateral 
descendant of the famous philan
thropist, Sir Moses Montefiore. 
Significantly, all of them belonged 
to the upper crust of English 
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Jewry the tiny well-to-do, com
fortabl adap ed fourth enera ion 
of immi rant forbear piritually 
intellectually and ocially out of 
touch "i h the great ma se of 
suffi ring J e vry in Europe. 

They did not want tho e other 
Jews to set up a Je, ·i h homel n 
in Pale tine. The were no con

tent with disassociatin hem elve 
from the movement. The pro
tested and the organized their 
opposition. But the were ignored 
by the Briti h government the 

League of ation , and the vast 
majority 1ofJews. 

Th.e epi e i recalled here for 
something more than the h • toric 
parallel. Since that time a quar
ter of a century ago the J ewi h 
Homeland in Palestine has one 
forward, under many handicap . 
The Jewish population of the coun

try gre, from 5 ooo to 600 ooo. 
remarkable centre of civiliza ion 
has been created m one of the 
world' derelict area . Its future 

depends upon the benevolent a -
sent of the ni ted a tions. \\ 
are no longer dealing with what 
was in 1917 a theoretical propo i
tion. A great achievement more 
than half a million Ii es within 
Palestine, millions more out ide of 
Palestine are dependent on the 
decision of the coming peace con
ference or conferen . Yet the 
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an i-Zioni by 
Jew re : me in 1 4 
a in 1 I'"'. l u : .. mine t em s 
they r for h in Life. 

II 

fr. Ro enw. l ar u that the 
idea of a . • ior ,,·1 h a e i 
incomp ibl , i h h hi , l c n-
cept o Jul i m. II d : 

n t 
co 
h v 

\ \ 

WO , 

Thi i ju t a rou nda u f 
a 1in that advo f a h 

Hom land i tin • h • azi m. 
However th re happ n o b a 
world f di~ r nee b ween • r i t 
thcorie and ·n ion. li tic phi
lo o hie . Th £ rmer are pure de
lu ion the r ort of dema o -
uery- the latter are ideal cone pt 
capable of both ood and il. 

The truth of hi t r a · fr. 
Ro enw ld, i that for c nturie 
the Jews haYe con idered them-
el e national of th e countrie 
in which the haYe lived. But if 
being national of he land of 
their adoption i no a . ... zi rai t 
in some Je, wh ' h uld i be 
in other J , • who ,, n to be na
tional in a Jewi h h m l nd. 

fERC RY 

The econd of the cla ic argu-
m nt in ta Jewi h t tei pre-
en d thu : The re ult mu t in

evi blv be th t here in Ameri 
or fi r j' \\' I ewhere, the qu tion 
of du l lie i nc will r i d b .: 
m n \\ho in critical time l • 
di rimina ti n nd und r t ndin ·, 

r m thi it ap r tha th 
J wi h probl m mu t be an ver d 
with a vie,\ to nticipa in the ob
j cti n of m n who lack di rimi
na ion and und r t ndin . p r
en I when tate men pa t and 
pr ent, of the calibre of B lfi ur 
Wil n .. tilner muts and Roo -
v I u rt the idea of a Jewi h 
H la in P 1 tine th an wer 
of the J e ~· mu t be: Th nk , ' u 
bu u e mu t take our cue from the 
ra bl -rou r . ' 

Thi i the ver ec ta ~ of fear. 
\ 'ho ha ever heard th t an 
group people or faith hall be ur J 
to abdicate it moral judgm nt. 
lest immoral people be prot·o~ d '. 
\\ h t doe it matt r wh th r 
the provocation e i t in critic~ l 
time or in normal time . Like 
all panick propo ls this one to 
abandon the idea of a Jewi h Home
land to which decent people a -
en t in order that indecent people 

may be deprived of an argument, 
i wor e than futile. Anti- emites 
are not lik l to de ist from per e
cution imply becau e no Jewi h 
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Homeland exi ts. When the ti

miditie \\ere ur d in 1917 the 

L ndon Times\ rote: 

Onlv n i • • n r ·ou ne u -

et. th t tion of erritori l 

Zioni m rm w 
hr1 tend n roun 

J ws and ou h \" 
·our own . ' 

It hould be n hi 'im-

a · ina ti e nervoo n co ne 

to a small group o J w , pr • • ·el • 

tho e who ar furth rem \ d 

in memor • and . ·p • e from 

the actual horr r mm m. 

~fr. Ro em • I to 'oi e 

the fear that, in tin the 

er tion of th J , i el 1 in 

P le tine • • J ,. w b -

come involve • ue of , ·orld 

poliq to th 
owncountr .T i · h. n 

lo al lri h-. m • r wcdi h-

merican ore\' n r • n-.- n cri-

n i e toppe from ·in 1 

cial interest in the ,. 1 ~ re of he 

land of hi ori in. Tor 111 a ntt

ment of att hm nt th i 
untr to wi h that untr • w 11 

to work for it fr d m and d

vancement i ·i knee of a w~um 

heart and a wh le ome di po it.on. 

Thee qualitie enhan e a m n • 

v lue as a citizen· th : be I k 

an attitude wh 11 • c m tibl , ·i h 

the hi h t c n p 
ca ni m. It i eno 1 h 
the Je\ i h . u 

have included in thi countrv men 

of the tandin of Loui D ... Bran

deis and Felix Frankfur er o 

pl ce the u i ion of ··du .. I ll -
g1an m It right per pe tiYe. 

III 

A third cl ic lf ument 1s t en 

r 1s b: .. fr. Po enwald. houl 

a J ,·i h ta e be e tabli h d 

'b h P l tine and Jewi h re i

dent of tho e uropean countri 

would be c u ht between the 

nether and the upper mill one . 

,. ii r tion pre ure would militate 

a ain t both.'' Tha i o .,· the 

e · n e of a J wi h ta te would 

m ptr an i- em1 tic go\'ernmen 

to e for the mi ration of J • 
to Pal tine in 1 r er number th n 

Pal tine uld ab orb. Ao in one 

a k : ha the ab en e of a J wi h 
Homeland e\'er deterred anti-

emi tic overnmen t from e • rtin 

pre ure on their Jewi h ubje ' 

Real po ubti n pre ur r not 

creat d b • the knO\ ·led e th t 

there exi t an outlet. Th y 

reat d b ' l l ondition ~. 

when the pre ure i th re ~ n 

applied to Jew amon oth r ~ 
it c n be en iblv dimini h d if 

P le tine i able "to i h n ff a 

l r num r of J ,,. am ually. 
fr. R nw .. 1H , ·ri c : ·The 

pr bl m f the Jew i par f th 
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total human problem. It mu be 
solved a uch and it mu t b l\' d 
in tho plac "h r it e.·i t .' 
tainly it mu t. The er i n o 
J e, i h Hom l nd in P 1 
not a deni I of the ri h 
to be a cept d as l y l c1 ttz n 
where ·er the • are any m re th n 
the crea ion of th Iri h Fr t te 
is an invita ion to all Iri h Am ri
cans to return to Eire. fr. R en
wald him elf add : 

Manv throu h nece i • or from their own ' ~hoice, will eek to loc e m 
other l nds. It will be imp r tive to 
find adequate areas . . . , ·here men 
can st rt life anew under conditi ns 
where the • can carve out their o ·n 
destinies ~s free men, , ·ith the a -
surance that their new homel nd ,, ill 
provide for th m Life, Lib rt • and the Pursuit of Happine s. 

The chance to carve out th ir o, ·n 
de tinies as free men i exac tl 
what million of Jew look for in 
the creation of a Jewi h Hom land. 
"Pale tine is capable of ab rbin 
even more ettler to the adv n
tage of them eh and their . fo
hamm clan n i hbor 'Mr. R en
wald ta te . He hould h , added 
that this ab orpti\'e capaci ., , ·a 
created b th Je, • • th t the op i
mum den it of p ulation for 
Pale tine i till a 1 n wa off· 
that ,vo or three million" ettl r 
can find room ther • tha if the e 
opportuni tie are u ed o the full 
a Jewi h maj rit • would be crea d 

in Pal tine within ten years, and 
th t a J wi h tat would auto
m ti all • follow. 

fr. i nwald will not take 
th I ic I tep . He m rel y : 

• made a great record. 
h uld not be 

one of 
ttlement. 
n t onl • 

urposc: it 
ment to such a r ·ice. 
• • le if an • dif-

regardin Pal
ttlement. It i vc:ry e dem nd for a • ". i in Pale tine th t 

ion of King Ibn 

T • e touches on the crux 
of t e rac tical problem. The 

m nd of the rab politicians of 
P l tine, and rabs out ide of 
P 1 in pl ·ing for their support 
i for the total cessation of Jewish 
immigration into Palestine. There is 
no r und for sa ·ing that ' in all 

rob bili t little if an difference 
of o inion e i t regarding Pale tine 
a a place of ttlement. In it 
po lie of appea emen t to the pro
• i rab politician England has 
in fact d dared that after 1944 
there hall be no J ewi h immigra
tion in to P le tine. This policy 
m and in all probability" will 
be re er ed. But it does not help 
to pret nd that the rab leaders, as 
di tin ui h d from rab ma 
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who are benefi ttin by J ·i h im

migration, would w 1 ome J , in 

limited number . 
Palestine ha made 

record ' sa s fr. R 0\\ 

mean of cour the J wi h 
nii.ation of P 
progress of the 
ha been entir 1 • d n 

J ewi h achie eme at 

a glance b comp • the dev 1 p

ing rah life in tin wi h the 

tatic condition in ,;n , Ir. k n 
audi rabia Kin I n ud • 

territory. But wh h J ·i h 
Palestine mad thi r r or :-

The answer i e.·tr m l • • m 1 

though it doe not fi ure in . fr. 

Rosenwald tatement and n

tradicts hi entir t i . It is b -

cause the Jews who U'ent to Pal .tine 

were, in the vast n1a1orit of ses 

moved by a deep and resolute J wi h 

nationalism, whi h ca"i d them 

through one of th most gruelin 

pioneering tasks in history. The • 

ould not ha one th r 

would not have endur d the ondi

tions the found, if the h d not 

belie d that the were the pio

neers of a ational Jewi h Home. 

But the nationali m of Zioni t 

must be understood in its right 

hi toric conte t. It wa and i a 

religious and Biblical phenomenon. 

It is saturated with the soci l con

sciousness of the Prophet . It in-

i cd i n th 
lan U, 

Heb w. I 
( 11 lut im, • 

bled • 

. . 

ne 
OU \ \ ' l 

up h 
1 h • h h n-

0 

lnu rition. The 
• h • nd 

rm din 

h .• 
rom the mo · -

hi h ma th t 

• o un r an lil 

m h th or_- of 

th ment o ntl miti m. 
r mall rou o 

o o not k , \ ·hen the 
re • h ir ren th ju t 

, o n t r m n b r the ob-

• th n 1 h ed 

in th v : o hi ,. n t. 

fr.R 
th 

I 

m , Id • that bet ~e n 

1 .. o and the n 
th J e ·i h pul -

i~ Pal tin immi ra-
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tion le s mi ration) was ne li ible." 
Hence he argu onl n e sit ', 
and not a national ideal, hr u ht 
Jews to Pale tine. The official 
figure contradict the ba i of t_he 
argument. In 191 the Jew1 h 
population of Pale tine wa 5 ooo • 
in 19 _ it wa 2 o ooo. Thi i a 
more th n fourfold increa e in 
fourte n I ar. 

Could it ha e gone fa ter . Yes 
if the ri h ~w had not le t the 
providin of fund to the middle 
cla es and working cla e . \\ i th 
a fe,\! notable exception like 
B ron Edmond Roth child of Pari 
and F lix \\ arburg of . mcr·ca, 
the small class of weal th Jew 
a erted their gaze from Palestine 
fearing that their po ition in the 
land of their adoption would be 
compromi ed by an intere t in a 
Je\\ i h Palestine. The movement 
suffered chronicall from hortage 
of fund . Incredible a it mu t 
sound there ar as 1r. Ro nwald 
well know , rich American Jews 
who will not even contribute to 
the general overseas relief fund 
called the nited Jewish ppeal, 
because part of the money goes to 
the building of the ational Je~ ish 
Home. ore than this, the anti
Zioni t Jews have ne er cea ed to 
di suade the British government 
(itself grown lukewarm on the 
proposition) from promoting the 

ro vth f J wi h Pale tine in the 
p1 

For 

ti • 

ki 

f tl lfi ur D laration. 
u I o remark - in-

n t d - that the 
J \\'i h I .1) tine between 

• negligible is 
inju r . 

l niza tion of P I -
.. 1 h1 ·ement of it 
th m ney in the 

w rl . n t .. 11 i tical upport 
the tempo of 1 h. • r. i i 

c l I iz ion b • > a certain rate. 
P. l ~ inc of 5 ooo in-
, ·h· h h to redeem 
r 1 1 w mp and de rt 

r .. • n he newcomer 
I more than 

ouble tt population in 
1 qu ru ple it in four-

1. Tod : J ·i h P le tine, with 
it oo oo inh bi nt can raise 
the tempo of rowth. It can absorb 
150 ooo t 2 00, o newcomer an
nu ll), whi h i m re than the rest 
of the \ , rld combined i likely to 
ab rb fr m tri ken European 
J " ·r in the po t\\ar years. 

It i perfectly true that once the 
ini ti l diffi ultie w re overcome 
Pale tine attracted number of 
Jc, , ho c Zioni t entiments were 
1 inten e than those of the pio
n er and in some cases were en
tir l ab nt. The more than 100 -, 
ooo German Jew who ha e found 
refu e in Pale tine . in e 19 3 hav 
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bad reason to hies the nationalist 
passion of thole who preceded 
them, even though, like Mr. Ros-

• mwald, many of them could ,not 
share it. They have changed a. great 
deal, • I have had occasion m 
~ during my many visits ID 
the Jewish Hcxnelaod. 

Something more must be said ~ 
pidiag Arab opposition to Jewish 
immigration. It flourishes amona 
political leaden who, with evety 
increase in the Jewish population, 
sec their immemorial hold over the 
country weakening. They ICC the 
medieval, semi-feudal economy 
yielding to modem methods of 
agriculture and industry, and mod· 
em social oonccpts. The Nazi lean ... 
ings of the princ:i,pal Arab anti .. 
Zionists, the open, collaboration of 
'the Grand Mufti (who ,is now in 
Berlin) with Hider aod MUS90lini, 
indicate that the opposition of 
Arab politicians to Jewish immigra· 
tion into Palestine is part of the 
workf ... wide struggle between to
talitarianism and democracy. 

This brings us to one of the most 
important aspects of the Zionist 
propm. which links it with the 
world picture. The Zionist move· 
mcnt oontcmplatcs something more 
than the creation of a Jewish State 

in Palestine. It is also concemcd 
with the general postwar recon
struction, and with the creation of 
a centre of democracy io the Near 
East, which is economically, politi
cally and ideologically, a potential 
centre of reaction. 

In his statement of the Zionist 
cue in Lift, Dr. Wisc reproduced 
the treaty made in 1919 between 
the Emir Feisal, the greatest Arab 
leader of modem times, and Dr. 
Chaim Weizmann, President of the 
World Zionist Organiution. The 
Emir Feisal drc-J.mcd of a urutcd 
Ara'bia, and regarded a Jewish 
Homeland io. Palestine as an as.,ct 

of prime importance in the combi
nation., Feisal was a man of imagi
nation and courage. He foresaw 
a .Pan-Arab Federation within 
which ,a Jewish Homeland would be 
the modernizing factor. His mind 
went back to the medieval period 
when Jews and Arabs cooperated 
in the creation of a great civiliza· 
tion, and be looked forward to a 
time 'When the episode would be 
repeated. Fcisal's dream was shat· 
tcrcd by the pmtwar fragmeot2 .. 
tion of the Near East. It an be re
vived to the mutual benefit of 
Jews and Arabs,, and of roaokind 
generally . 

• 
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Palestine 
THERE ARE pending in Con 

olutions, supported by the majority and 
minority leaders in the House and the Sen
ate, which call upon our Government "to 
use its good offices to the end that the doors 
of Palestine shall be opened for free entry 
of Jews into that country, and that there 
shall be full opportunity :for colonization so 
that the Jewish people may ultimately re
constitute Palestine as a :free and democratic 
Jewi~h commonwealth." The pertinence and 
importance of these resolutions may be 
judged from a brief review of certain salient 
facts. 

In the first World War, on November 2, 
1917, the British Government issued what 
is known as the Ealfour Declaration, de
claring that it "viewed with favor the es
tablishment in Palestine of a national horr..e 
for the Jewish people" and that it v.:ould 
use its best endeavors "to facilitate the 
achievement of that object." The United 
States heartily assented to this purpose. 
President Wilson said, in 1919, "The Allied 
nations, with the fullest concurrence of our 
Government and people, are agreed that in 
Palestine shall be laid the foundations of a 
Jewish commonwealth." The same policy 
was reaffirmPd in ,TunE', l~?., when C'on
gr~ss adopted a jcint resolution, which Pres
ident Harding signed, to the effect that "the 
United States of America favors the estab
lishment in Palestine of a national home for 
the Jewish people." The cour.try was man
dated to Great Britain by the League of 
Nations, and in the ensuing years enjoyed 
a remarkable growth in agriculture, indus
try and general welfare as more and more 
Jewish immigrants came in to work for its 
development and upbuilding. 

But in May, 1939, when the war clouds 
were gathering and Prime Minister A1·thur 
Neville Chamberlain was trying desperately 
to appease Hitler, an omnious thing oc
curred. The British Government issued the 
so-called Palestine White Paper, restricting 
future land purchases and providing that 
after March, 1944, there should be a com
plete stoppage of Jewish immigration into 
Palestine. This act was plainly in contra
vention of the Balfour pledge, and was de
nounced in the House of Commonc; by Win
ston Churchill as "n breach and a repudia
tion.'' Mr. ChurchiiI, who had consistently 
opposed the appeasement policy, declared, 
"This pledge of a home, of a refuge, of ~n 
asylum, w2s not made to the Jews in Pales
tine but to the Jews outside Palestine, to 
that vast, unhappy mass of scattered, per
secuted, wandering Jews whose int-ense, un
changing, unconquerable desire has been 
for a national home.'' The White Paper, 
like the Munich Pact which preceded it, was 
an utter failure in deterring the Nazi ag
gressors; nor did it have its designed ef
fect on the Arabs in Palestine and the 
Middle East. Certainly, they have shown no 
enthusiasm for the Allied cause, whereas 
the Jews of Palestine continue to make vital 
and heroic contributions to victory for the 
United Nations. Whatever excuse there may 
have been for the White-Paper appeasement 
in Ul39, today it is altogether illogical and 
irdefensible. 

The object of the joint rewlutions now 
pending in Congress is simply to reaCfirm 
our Government's historic policy on this 
question and thereby help to restore the 
Balfour Declaration to its ol'iginal and au
thentic purpose. So long a it was given a 
fair choncc to work, it proved obundantly 
foat the idrn of a national home in Palestir.e 
for the Jewish people is practicable and ad
vantageoi.:s to all the inte~·e ts concerned. 
Since the end of the first World War more 
than 500,000 Jews have migrated to their 
ancient homeland. They have turned waste 
places into fruitful farms and established 
thriving industries. They have built road , 
schools, hospitals, and one of the world's 
great universities. Their agricultural 
achievements are described by Dr. Walter 
C. Lowdermilk, assistant chief of the United 
States Soil Conservatic:. Service, as "the 
most remarkable de otion to land and rec1a
mation of land that I have seen in any 
country of the Old or New World;" and he 
adds, "The Holy Land can be reclaimed 
from the d~solation of long neglect and 
wastage and can be made to provide farms, 
industry and ecurity for possibly fh•e mil
lion refugees fleeing the persecutions and 
hatreds of Europe.'' These developments 
have been as beneficial to the rank and file 
of the Arabs in Palestine as to the Je\vish 
settlers themselves; the country's death rate 
has continually declined, while i\ economic 
le\·el has ri en. 

There ought to be no interruption of so 
splendid and promising an experiment. All 
the nations fighting for human frzedom and 
progress should keep faith with the Balfour 
Declaration, and American influence should 
be properly exerted to that end."' 

THE DEVIJ 
he usec 

thief who s 
the devil is 
gets along, 

He is as J 
lel' and the 
helped us! 
Japan. As 
ler domin 
its own w 
ten-and 
and the c 

The Z 
tween d 
m. ':ihe 

Man, 
content 
mazd v 
done, r 
unobsl 
strug8 
upwa: 

So 
dowr 
SO?n{ 

His 
thef 
appe. 
weakn~ 
t'. . .:! J' .;IL 

strength. 

Men talk 
used to do. 

l\Ien kno, 
life is a stru 
and the woi· 
to such as 1 
Wt!aker wr 
~cientist r 

Light 
leaJs 
ne ·er 

c, 
it ' 
\ Vha., 

C;:.JI l. 

that pulls . 
pulls 11s up 
again.st the 
Ahriman-v 
weaves hir 

The~ 
saps tr 

A 
The powe . . 
light at one, 
pie tlown,· 
gencc 
streng1· 

Tb 
and 
vene<.. 
The le~ 
sitic ho1 
roitine he. 
ness has p , 
downhill roa 
Rome. 

Sower 
bers no· 
fell a• 
to sl 

I 
by t. 
derst, 
o-..·er \. 
Cl'Cd t}. 
sleep, a 
the hand. 
come as 
\\ ant as al 

There ro,r 
to out· co· 
storm, a 
again t 1 

it or we 

Wha' 
was U 
That · 
wher 
murr 
thar 

s 
Ii s. 
sleep, ... 
hands to . 

By how . 
House of Re 
turned down 
fail to over, 
margin ha ... 

Nor J 1.he 
We faced 

stl'ength and 
ly. Yet the t 
temi;ts us wi 

'I'he tempt. 
ness ;i ;utai,. 
He on~,:. 11.: 
war. He offe 
inflation. H• 
jng. lnss of gr 
;'Jl'f- tnmntP<i 



THE Hymn to Free En~ 
• -

Marc/i 18, 1944 

Palestine Run-Around 
Was General Marslia// DupeJ? 

. 
BY I. F. S_TONE 

* 
Does Europe Need Germany? 

BY LOUIS FISCHER 

* Cliina in Distress - - - - - - - Mazwe// S. Stewart 
Crisis of Confidence - - - - - - - - FreJa Kirelnvey 
"Strange Fruit" - - - - - - - - - - - Diana Tri//intl 
The BalLans - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - M. W. F oJor 
Lonigan and Lonergan - - - - - - - James T. Farrell 

II CENTS A COPY • EVERY \VEEK SINCE 1so1 . 1 DOLLARS A YEA; 



j 

I Th, NATION 

Palestine Run-Around 
BY I. F. STONE 

Washington, March 10 

MR. RCX>SEVELT'S statement to the ational 
C.onf erence on Palestine won the gratitude of all 
friends of a Jewish national home. \Vhen the 

President authorized Dr. Stephen S. Wise and Dr. Abba 
H. Silver "to say that the American government has never given its approval to the White Paper of 1939," he was 
making more than a platonic gesture. It is too ofte~ fo~gotten, notably in Downing Street, ( 1) that Pakstme 1s not a British colony but a mandate, ( 2) that France gave 
up its claim to Palestine and the League granted the man
date on condition that Britain establish a Jewish national 
home there, and ( 3) that this condition is also the basis on which the United States, in a separate treaty with 
Britain in 1925, accorded American recognition to the Palestine mandate. Article 6 of that treaty, like Article 6 
of the League mandate, requires the Administration of Palestine to "facilitate Jewish immigration under sui table 
conditions" and "encourage ... dose settlement by Jews on the land." The Anglo-American treaty of 1925 provides that there may be no change in its terms "unless 
IUch modification shall have been assented to by the 
United States." The White Paper of 1939, Otamberlain's Middle East Munich pact, provided that Jewish immi
gration should be shut off entirely after five years "unless 
the Arabs of Palestine are prepared to acquiesce in it." 
This was "plainly a breach and repudiation" of Britain's 
obligations under the mandate and therefore invalid with
out American approval. The President can summon an august witness on the point, for the man who called the White Paper "plainly a breach and repudiation" was Winston Omrchill. 

In Washington the effect of the President's statement will be further to confuse those who were prepared to 
accept in good faith General Marshall's request that C.ongress shelve the Wagner-Taft-Wright-Compton reso
lution. The position taken by the Chief of Staff before 
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee was that passage of the resolution would lead to trouble with the Arabs. 
The opinion of the Chief of Staff in time of war neces
sarily carries great weight, and the National Conf erencc 
on Palestine deferred to it. But if appeasement of the 
Arabs was necessary for military reasons, how explain the President's statement? It is true that the Wagner-Taft
Wright-Compton resolution would put C.ongress on rec
ord as favoring immigration into Palestine "so that the Jewish people may ultimately reconstitute Palestine as a 

free and democratic Jewish commonwealth," while the 
President only promises "full justice ... to those who 
seek a Jewish national home." But I doubt whether the 
difference will be regarded as appeasement by the Arab 
rulers, especially when they consider that the Presid~nt's 
reference to the White Paper opens the door to American 
diplomatic intervention, whereas the Congressional .reso
lution is little more than a reaffirmation of a similar 
expression of opinion by Congress in 1922. 

The Chief of Staff tells C.Ongress that we dare not ex• 
press an opinion on Palestine lest we offend the Arabs. 
The Commander-in-chief then proceeds to express just 
such an opinion. Dr. Silver, after seeing the Prcsiden~ 
is encouraged to hope that military authorities "will SOOD 
find it possible, consistent with the realities of the situ&· 
tion, to withdraw their objections." Under the circum· 
stances, it is not hard to understand why so cautious and 
conservative a man as Senator Taft publicly questions 
these alleged military reasons and calls for passage of hi.I resolution in spite of them. This whole affair and its 
background leave one with the distinct impression that the Marshall statement was another example of a makc
shift foreign policy cloaked as military expediency, the 
fruit of subterranean pressures and petty intrigue. I do 
not question General Marshall's sincerity or good-will. 
He has his hands full and can hardly be expected inde
pendently to investigate advice which comes to him on 
political matters from State and War Department Near 
East experts. But I am inclined to think that the Olief of Staff in this Palestinian matter, like Eisenhower on several 
occasions in French North African affairs has been the . , innocent dupe of wilier men. 

If the State Department had wanted to take re
sponsibility for Opposing the Wagner-Taft-Wright• Compton resolution, it could easily and quietly have prevented the bill's introduction. If military rcasom 
made the measure unwise, a hint to the sponsors "WOuld 
ha~e been enough to stop them. The origin oi the re,o
!ution goes back to ~nversations last year between Ziontst leaders and the highest officials of the State Depart· 
ment, including Mr. Hull and Mr. Welles. These 
officials were friendly, and the Zionists were given to 
understand that it would be helpful to the State Depart• ment if Congress reasserted American policy in favor of 
a Jewish national home in Palestine. In the middle of January, two weeks before the bill was introduced, llaY,l Silver went to see Secretary Hull. Had the Secntaq Ml-
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vised him that the resolution was ill-timed, introductioo 
wOUlld have been postponed. Mr. Hull said die State 
Dtpttmem could take no position on pending legisla
tion but indicated no oppositioa. This. in the light of 
the preceding con'V'a'Sltiom and Mr. Hull's known agi
ness. was regarded u a hint that the Zionists might go 
mead. 

There were other ways in whidl the bill might have 
been stopped. Senator Wagner, its co-sponsor in the 
Upper House, is a ranking mmi>er of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee, a devoted and re9p00Sible Admin
istration supporter. A hint to him of any military risk 
woutd have been enough. Senator Ta.ft, who joined with 
Wagner in offering the bill, bad first written to Sccre
ta.ry Hull to ask whether the State Department had an:, 
objections. When Senator Taft received no reply, he took 
the matter up with his brother, Charles P. T#t, an offi
cial of the department. Taft, sifter di~ssing the ques
tion within the department, reported that there were no 
objectiom. The bill was introduced in the House on 
Januaty 27 and in the Senate on Fd:>ruary 1 and warmly 
supported in both houses by both the majority and the 
minority leaders. Either Senator Barkley or Representative 
McCormack could have been vnrned if military oonsid
erations made the bill unwise at this time. 

In the House, Representative Sol Bloom, cbairn>10 of 
the Foreign Affairs~ • .is notoriously dlservient 
to the State Depa.rtmeot. Before ordering hearings on the 
Wagner-Taft-Wright-Compton resolution, he also got 
into touch with Secretary Hull. While Hull was non
committal, he was not hostile. Bloom took this as a hint 
to go ahead. The hearings in the House lasted from Feb
ruary 8 to February 16, and ended with no expression of 
opposition from State or War Department. The Senate 
committee htwld an executive session on February 1 7 and 
heard witnesses for and against the bill, again with no 
opposition from Adminrstration source.. It was not until 
six days later~ on Fd>ruary 23, that a special session wu 
hurriedly summoned by the committee to hear General 
MarshaU and to consider letters from Secretaries Hull anlf 
Stimson amng that no action be taken on the resolution 
at this time. Oddly enough, neither Senator Wagner nor 
Senator Ta.ft was present at the executive session which 
heard Marshall, although they were ~nsors ol th 
bill. Wagner and Taft say they were not informed f ~L~ _ __...:_ 0 UIC ~aug. 
. There is no reason to believe that the military aitua

tiOD. changed in the f ~ wccics between the inkoducf 
al the tts0lution and Marshall's appearance before : 
oommittee. Was a mange in attitude brought about by 
protests from A~ countries against passage of the reso
lution? These did not begin to arrive until Mardi 1 
several da:rs after Marshall testified The • th ' of • y give e ap-~e a concerted attempt . to ride in. on the CX>at-ta1ls of an arranged victory d , an one wonders 

whether they were made bafore assurances had been ob
tained through diplomatic d>aonds that they would be 
welcome. The sequence ol events was such as to hand 
proponents of a Jewish national home a humiliating de
feat after they and their Congressional suppottcn had 
been given no reason to believe that their efforts were 
ill-timed or contrary to national interest. The incident 
was not made less distwbing by the excuses offered in 
private to Zionist leaders by high State and War Depart
ment officials. The State Department blamed the War 
Department for the change of front. In the War Depart
ment it was said that the State Department was responsi
ble and that the War Department wasn't particularly con
cerned about the measure. 

Were the Zionisu led into a trap? Or were they the 
victim of last-minute pressure from the British goVttn
~nt? Though Mr. 01Urchill remains a friend of the 
Zionist cause, the Colonial Office and the Palestine Ad
ministration are generally anti-Zionist and pro-Arab, and 
intend to enforce the White Paper. Another influence 
hostile to a Jewish national home is that of Brigadier 
General Patridc J. Hurley, who returned from the Near 
East bursting with suspicion of British imperialism and 
anxious to outbid it for Arab favor in order to further 
American exploitation of Near East oil. Hll1'1ey is an 
"o_il .. general, like GuLf's General Walter Pyron, the 
du~~ War Department adviser on oil. Still Harry Sin
dau s_ lawyer a_n~ Washington Man Friday, Hurley ope
rates 1~ full m~lttary panoply out of his corporation Jaw 
office. m W as~mgton, with his press agent commissioned 
~ ma1or. He 1s one of those who think Ar ... bian oil too 
~~rta~ to~ left "at the mercy of local conflict." the 
~~ being that the conflict must be ended by 
~qwdating the effort to build a Jewish home in Palestine. 

The Near Eastern Division of the State n-.. ..__~ . ~. ~~uuga;~ an . e~ unportant factor behind the scenes. It shares tbe 
prcJudICes and antipathies of the C.Olonial Offi Th is th . . . ce. ere e same natural and mstmct1ve orientation to the 
Arab potentat~ and large landowner, the same dislike 
of the Jew. Its leading Arab expert seems to 
C.Olonel Harold B. Hoskins who 

15
• cl el ~ a • ' os Y assoc,ated with _Ad~~ _Berle, another great friend of the Arabs 

In his avthan capacity c.otoocl Hoskins is a N~ 
York cotton-goods meidiant. He was born in Beirut 
the son of American missionaries and rba . • 
best be descr_ihed politically as a Syrian :tioo~i:f;t 
spent the wmter of 1942-43 in th• N East c •a1 • • ... ear OD • spea mus1on ~ inq~, whence he returneq with the 
same _prccoocepbons with which he left. I L-. ..i._ alarmut report oo ''lbc Prese . . . uave II.IC Eut" whidi h . nt Situation m the Near . e cimilated confidcntialJy last year &moo 
~gttssi_nen he thought might be won to his . It It 1s anti-French and anti-] ish . VJCIWS. "P I ew ' and its ICCtioa cope Seen" indicates that though h """tr. • on e sr-'- ,nth many 
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llinhallmust~hne • tn part, when he advised Qmpe11 "- it would be unwise to pus the Waper-Taft-Wript<.ompa iaolution. 

This undercover campaign against a Jewish natiooal 
home in Palestine is much like the campaign last year to 
deprive the Jews of French North Africa of their citizea
lhip. All sorts of dire predictions were made of Arab 
revolt and military difficulties if the Cmnicux deaee 
were reinstated. But there was no trouble when the 
Fmidi National Committee put the decree ~ into 
effect, restoring French citizenship to the Jews. I wonder 
to what ex.tent the campaign against the Palestine rc,o
lution is due to the same kind of wishful thialciog. I 
note that the March 4 issue of the New York Tnt1•s, 
which is strongly anti-Zionist, carried a di9patdi from 
Jerusalem saying that "Palestinian Arab politics at this 
time present a somewhat confused appcaranc:e." The 
"confusion" seems to be in the eye of the beholder. The 
correspondent reports that Arab political parties scan to 
be having trouble trying to "drum up a popular follow
ing." He credits this to "a public inertia that may be at• 
tributed to the general absorption with the prosperity 

D91«11W11ta 
If. • .._td ower- ud over 9,ili 

liPt:t~ that Ams of PaJesti• ha1! DeldCld bJ Jewish immigration, however that ma:, pain Hiddt 
' friend and would-be Quisling. the Grand Mufti, now in 

Bedia Ill 1920, as C.olonel Hoskins shows in his private 
repott, dame were 600,000 Arabs in Palestine. In 1942, 
their oumber had risen to 1,000,000. That doesn't sound 
u tboup the Arabs have suffered from the influx of Jews. 

"Ia our history we have oolonized all over the world," :Josiah Wedgwood told tihe House of Commons dur~ ~ debate over the White Paper in 1939, "but di.is u the nrst case in which we have colonized without 
injuring ~ ~e popul~tion. One has only to go today 
Co the ne1~nng countries of Syria or Egypt to sec the 
oondition of the fellahin, of the Arab workers of those 
two ~tries, and compare it with their position in 
Palatine, to ace how enormously the natives of Palestine hoe benefited by the immigration of the Jews... That ~ ahould arouse the_ fear and enmity of the Arab polit
k'OI and landowners JS natural, but their protests ou ht not to be taken for the voice of the Arab mas A g 
eatlJ die Ptesident does not intend to do 
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~merican Zionist Eme~gency Council 
342 Madison Ave. 
New Yorlt 17, N. Y. 
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What is the truth behind the "facts" 
pr nted in ''Report On Palestine" 
which appeared in the May issue of 
Reader's Digest? • 

HERE IS THE ANSWER TO PAINTON'S 

ii REPORT ON PALESTINE~ 
By Robe,-t P. Jacobs 

'[hi is n answ r i11 th form of a letter to Mr. DeWitt Wal/ace, 
E itor of The R ad r'1 Di Jt. He Jent Frederick C. Painton to 
P l 1ti11 'to tr to g t the facts. But fr. Painton app ars to have 
11. iJ d som of th most ba1i facts. His report must there/ore be 

i u r d • nd th pr s n t rit , 111 estJ that the read r compare 
th folloi 1in omnumts p raph b p r raph pa b pa e 
u ith th P into1. rticl . 

1 s I t m l ,m th t 11th nd the t uth 1 j/1 set us free. 

f 'J J 1944 
Dear Sir: 

7 ur orre nd nt m y have tri d 
t et th f t . He m actually h e 
f le ch t what he nt ~ u s as 
h n st and bjecti e it is in my 

• r t ric . ' 
Y t 29 times I pl c d a mark on 

the m rgin of the pa e to denote a 
mi c t m nt of f t, a mi understand
ing of the facts menti n a contra
diction in fact and in argument, a 
statement showing lack of background, 
an unwarranted assumption, a biased 
" omparison," omi ions of s li nt 
fa cs etc. etc. 

A friend of mine for many y ars a 
careful student of Palestine, rote: 
This is not a serious contribution 

t the di cu ion but a superficial 
j u n Ii ti pi ce of shred and 
p~ c h ." I a ree· but hen an article 
app ar in our columns man T readers 
"f 1 d t believe that it is the whole 
truth and nothing but the truth. In 
th a e of 'Report on Pale tine " 
• cain • c so· and some of your readers--

m ny as I c n reach-ought to know 
it. 

Co IDER: the very fir t sentence 
in the ardcle i mi leading and the 

ry last i a judgment which 50 years 
of hi tory d nie . Let me show ou. 

Your corr pondent begins: "The 
nub f the Jewish-Arab problem in 
Pale cine is of course immigration." 
Let me correct it and cell you why I 
do so. 

"The nub of the British-Jewish-
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r obtaining arm th y did in e rs 
p t when they tta ked the Jew . 

' h r h 11 the J • do-in the face 
of a h tile dmini tracion-but try to 
def end themselves? ot trusting che 
Briti h c Jonial admini tration based 
on their experience during the Arab 
riot of 1921 1929 and 1936 the 
Je ish farm cders do the n xc best 
thin t a ure safety for their wives 
and children , nd their property: b-
e in rm . But only for defense. It is · 
n nsens therefore to speak of Ar bs 
fearing the J ws. 

A to our .. orld press and ast 
we 1th" where did your correspondent 
get those ideas? They are simply a 
m uching of old discredited state• 
mencs. We have neither a world press 
nor vase wealth despite Nazi assertions, 
to the contrary-assertions which 
found a ready ear in many codes. For 
proof, call on any sociolog,isr or sta• 
tistician in any university in the land. 
Or see the expert survey of the editor:s 
of Fortune magazine in the February, 
1936 issue. 

"THB BRITISH, ' says your corre
spondent, 'believe they have lived up 
to the letter of the Balfour Decoration, 

hich id only that His Majesty's 
Government views with favor the 
establishment of a home for the Jews 
in Palestine. ' Tut rut! Look at the 
text please. The Balfour Declaration 
says: 0 His Majesty's Government view 
with favour the establishment in Pales
tine of a nalional home /or the Jewish 
people.' Note those words: a natio,ul 
home. Tbat•s not an Old Folks home. 
That's not a "home in the country ... 
That's not a ghetto where the Jews 
are in the minority. That's a national 

3 

h me. D }OU ask what it means? 
1 r ins con Churchill tell you: ''If 
a 'ill l appen, there should be crea ed 
in our life-time by the banks of the 

r n Jcwi h tate und r the pro
tee ion of the British Crown which 
mi hr mprise three or four million 
J · n 'ent will ha e occurred in 
th hi rory of the world which from 
ever point of view ould be bene
f ici 1 nd '\\ uld be especially in har
mon with the true t interest of the 
British empire." 

Continue your correspondent: 
t'There is a home, they say and Britain 
is bs lved." Question, please: when 
i a home nor a home? Answer: when 
it i n't your own when you don't 
own it or rent it; and can't develop it; 
and ,can't bring your family into it. 
So there isn't a home and Britain is 
not absol ed. 

T l i the nub of the whole busi
ness. Britain definitely promised Pales
tine to the Jews,, not to those Jews 
who would live in a corner of the 
land but to the Jewish people of the 
whole world. Now she is trying to 
squirm out of it. What Britain is try· 
ing to do in and with and around 
Palestine is another story, but our 
point is: Britain has thus far not kept 
her pledged word. 

Who says so? Winston Churchill 
says so. The League of Nations Perma
nent Mandates Commission said so 
when it refused to countenance Brit
ain•s policy of the White Paper of 
1939. President Roosevelt says so. On 
March 9th he declared: 0 The Ameri• 
can Government has never given its 
approval to the White Paper of 1939 
. . . and when future decisions arc 
reached full justice will be done to 
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I o ER wh our c rrespondent 
picked on the at under-populated 
rate of Oregon for compari on with 

Pale tine? Palestine has 14 .5 popu
lation per square mile. of it? 
To the north i the little country of 
Lebanon which h 2 0 to the squ re 
rnile. Holl nd ha 650. But comp risons 
are odious. Dr. Lowdermilk ays the 
country is under-populated and could 
support million more ithour dis-
placing a single Arab. ho can ay 

him nay? 

TH CORRE PO T quote Mis 
Henrietta zold founder of Had sah 
and one of the world greatest omen, 
a ing "m ny time " that the Zion-
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8 AN ANSWER TO t REPORT ON PALESTINE" 

that the United States "bas never given 
its apJSOval to the British White 
Paper ' and that II full justice will be 
done to those who seek a Jewish 

ational Home,"· not one Arab protest 
was heard. Even Lawrence of Arabia 
had more than his hands full to work 
up a revolt of the Arabs under con
di rions of dose proximity to warring 
armies. 

YES, some "'Arab states0 did send in 
protests to the State Department when 
the resolution ~~king that the United 
Scates Government use its offices to 
open the gates of Palestine was being 
discussed in committee. But those 
"Arab States '-Iran, Iraq and others 
-have no voice of their own~ They are 
under the military control of His 
Majesty's Government. The oice is 
the voice of the British overseers. 

The article ends with the thought 
that the problem will sol.ve itself' a.t 
the end of the war b cause Jew will 
n t ,tgi e up their o n homeland to 
pl nt chemselve anew in the sterile 
hills of Judea." Come, now! Has he 
heard that all the Jews of Europe have 
been uprooted, dispersed, persecuted, 
, nd-· literally millions - annihil ted? 
Does he r lize that at the wars end 
a p riod of reconstruction will be long 
and arduou and that a majority of 
th e ·h r m in alive in Europe ill 
have n thing to return to? Where is 
their home? Where their families? 
Where their property? Where their 
livelihood? Does he expect that the 
millenium-old virus of anti-Semitism 
will have shot its bolt and .expired 
during the holocaust of war and will 

not remain alive to poison-for gen
erations to come--the atmosphere of 
most of the countries of Europe? Pales
tine, and only Palestine can save them. 

Let me end on a positive note: the 
solution of the British-Jewish-Arab 
problem is possible. lt is to be found 
in a firm British policy toward the 
Arab effendi, that feudal landlord who 
fights. the flood of democracy and 
modernity with specious arguments. 

Britain has promised to facilitate 
Jewish settlement on the land. Let her 
keep her pledged word. There is ample 
room for the million Arabs, the 600,-
000 Jews and millions more. There's 
ample room. 

European Jewry needs Palestine. 
Palestine n,eeds them. 

Writes Lowdermilk: "On 14 per 
cent of the cultivated area and 6 per 
cent f the total area of Mandated 
Palestine a people with faith and de
votion born of long tradition has 
changed desolation into fertile fields, 
fruitful orchards and reforested slopes. 
Ancient cities have been rebuilt and 
the commerce on their streets quicken
ed, long-unknown resources have been 
brought into the light of day and sent 
to th distant marts of the world. After 
the enturies of darkness whkh 
crushed the hopes of Palestine's miser
able inh bitants, a new force has 
come into the land and made it live 
again. The possibility of a new day 
for the entire Near East is hidden in 
the fertile lands, the flourishing 
illages and cities, the co-operatives 

and factories of Jewish Palestine.0 

(Pale1tine: Land of Promise, p. 228). 
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L THE_J_YORLD .:..:::J 
Gervasi Debunks 'Reader's Digest' on Palestine 

Attempting to 
Gives Point-by-Point Answer to Article 

Deny Jews Asylu1n in Holy Land 
lVidespread lnterest has been aroused by Heport on Pal stin , au article in the 

Reader's Digest by its Near Ea~l Co,'t'espondenf, Frederick C. Painton. 1·1ie piece 
WO$ attacked in Congress last week by Rep. Emanuel Geller ( D., N. Y. ). 

PM consider, the article important not only because of the tremendous circula
tion anti prestige of the Reader's Digcst-whicl, ha.~, significantly iu this connection, 
an Arabic edition-but also u'e have reason to know that Painton's point of view L, 
,hared by some people, al least, in our State D, ·pl. 

At rmr request Frank Gen-asi noted author ( l,is last book Is But Soldiers Won
dered \,Vhy) who has been Al iddle East co1Tc 'JJ(llulcnt for ColJi r's for tl,e last five 
years, consented to go 01:er Pt1i1ilon's article 7mit1l hy point as a P~l reporter took 
notes. The following comprises 1xtracts from tlw Pai11ton tory, and GertYJSf s com
ment.-TnE Eorrons OF PM. 

Painton "'rile : 
The 11ub of the Jewish-Aral, 

problem in l'ali tine u, of cour. e 
immigration. The Jew$ u:ant tmrc
drlcted im11ii~ratilm up to a total 
of 4,()()0,(1(\i I. 

Gervasi An.-,wcrs: 
• Immigrati n is a problem. but 

not as Paint n paints ft. The real 
problem i " ·hether or not Jc,\ 
shall ha, e n vountry. and m re pat -
tk.-ularly wlif'th r harassed Euro
pean Je\\'T} ,hall have an asylum. 
Jews ao not \,·ant unrestricted irn
mfgration, hut only as much the 
land will support. . 

Painton \\.rites: 
The 1\10/1 is unorganized, l,c l11t 

IIO ,pok,·\111, •n, and he has flu: 
GffM. 
Gervasi An,wcr : 

Painton Writes: 
The ] '" hat raised the sta~ 

ard of li 'intc m Pule. tine. . . . At
tract d bu [hlglacr] wage , about 
500,000 Arab llllt' • come to Pala
ti~ in 12 Y l'llT . 

Gervasi Answers: 
Mr. Painton mak a ry elo-

qu nt point-for the J ws. fl( has 
already tat !d, ou r member, that 
of th 1,200,000 Arabs n w in P 1-

tine, n arly half ·:unc in ti • la t 
12 years bccaus ' of what the Jew 
ha done for tlw -ou11tr>'· Aml I 
want to Ad 11 •n· th, t, "l n l ·ft 
alone, J w~ and rabl- g t Joug 
very well tog th 1. and it is only 
when delihcrat • tr ubl -m k r 
m ss up r I tions that difli ulti 
arise. 

Arab lan<ll< ard exorbitant pri 
in ~old for arid slices of desert. 

Paillton \\'ritcs1 
To the NIJ tlwt more I u; 

lao11ld l,c (J,(Lnutted, the Arab 
rl!'JJl!I that th , country cannot sup
port tlu 1,000,000 immigranl tlil' 
Jcu:s a,J.. for. 

Gcn·a~i An,wers: 
I note :1 f ootn t in th 

I,> I r. \\,' alt r . Lowd 
t.mt ·1,id of the U. S. 
c,c•1, atio , wh 

H i1·d the at 6r th 
( ' s,l\ th. , with irri 

011 a11< l d t of 1 • 
\\ 1 r . t•111 an dclc·d 

,( O.< 00 p( pulati - th· without 
ispl.1d1u; a ·in l Ar b. I thinl,, 

l.<md ·rmillc s more about 
1 matkr thun ith r I or tr. 
1t<m. 

Painton \\,'rites, 

extr 

Gcrv i Answers: 
In my Jon 

"01 k <l 
"Ian. • p 
I ··. And 
tlw f .1 t • 
l.:nc,\\ n 
thl· world ar • 

rali fund ? H 
.111d others' who 
Painton \ rit : 

7 

ism 

This is ju ~ 111)1 true. Arab-. h.wc· 
been pid,i11~ 11p rift s all OH:r tlil· 
desert, seavt'llging the ground aJtc1 
battle. The• Arab unor~a11i1<'<l:' 
What better nrganizalicm ii, tl1erc 
than the ~lo,lcm church or • :aha 
Pasha's pc1litical madain •? <, 
spokesmen? What about llm S.111cl. 

master of Saudi Arabia; or ·:i11,b 

Pasha. pr1·micr of Egypt, <•1 LIil' 

Painton \Vritcs: 
One of tlw }ctr. • orl inal argu

ment for the ,•sta/Jlii lm.cnl of ti 
Jcwuh hon l<md u:~ ti.at tl1e I w 
should go l}{u:k to th oil . ... By 
the I ws' ou.·n figure. today, 11ou·
tver, only 2.'J pr, re11t ar ou the 

Th ' /, ti i~lt A~( II y p OJ)lC ,, ,,r 
that tl, c ,J..1llcd r •fuf!, [in Pole • 
tine] .. . u:ill re tum to their natit·t• 
land\ tclicn th trnr is o er. 

·r,I,( • ld u ill , • i th 

fr 1q11i 11 '-, 111JJ 

P:iiuton \\ rit<.•~: 
. Tiu 1;, ;1,-./i believe they l,m , 

lll'cd IIJ>. /11 tlw !~•!fer of tli f;a/Jc11" 
dccla1al1on . . .. 1 liere is a [ Jeu;i\/1] 
home, 1hr !J '"Y, and Brllain l.s ab
iolt:ed. 

Gervasi An,wcr : 
What ki11d of a home ha,·e rou 

got whe11 _t!1, • door is le ·ked a1(.1i11~t 
you? So 1l ') que ·tionabl wltt tla •1 

the Britbh ,11 e lh i11g up to the Id 
t ·r of th Bait our d •lar lion, it,; If 
a vagu • do ·um '11 t And in th · 011-
nection I might ,1dd that Churchi1J 
bt,li ves th.it "t lwre iJ room for 
ev ryon 111 the \l 1ddle East.• But 
tran~ ly th Brit "h Colonial Offit· • 

uo~~n fed thi::, way. Has Britain 
two forl'i~n policies? 
Painton \Vrit •,: 

The Jeu ~ lw,-, poured t111/lic,1,s 
of dollar foto l'al<•1;tint1. 

Gervasi : n<,,H•r,: 
Th nk )'IIU , \tr P inton ; that ' 

qmte tnJ<'. Aud you might have• 
add d how m .111y millions-uearl, 

500,000,000 111 Ill\ • ·tuu•uts almw 
- not corn1l111g n•.il estate an<l .. 11 
imnwlnlio l>y I H13. And I w,;ut 
to a.Jd tlt ,,t tl1 • mcreas d in ·st 
ment . for w.11 t i111c product inn • ill 
Pal _slm l_ias bt·t B lrictly jl-wi,lt 
capital, \ 1th no out icl6 h, Ip , It 
nu,l.ca an mt, • ·• • i " aul,lit ,cu, to 

Frank C n ~i 

\Ir. Pain ton's som time 
t·a,t· for the Jews. 

Painton Writes: 

lo 1u ·nt 

Ill 1/111111/!, ]1 II ~ / •I/JI t/ 
,1,, 1 I 1111/c r cmto tlw "'"'' "'"' It t 
ii , 1111/, tl111rn t/,ro11gli. ,,1 tl,at it 
1·w111 d ••ff o;o/t . They did tlti.\ O 
till/( , ii, , ie,/11 1110111l1s . . . wul f!.ot 
fl 11ir Id of /1111111/01 •., tu u·, "·' !!, r<•at 
/ lr'I 111 r, II ,\ r·lw11 lll'r<· . ... I Juul 
1111/11 11,l1,1i1alio11 for ,11c/1 dogJ!.n/ 
(' //d// tr/11( '( ' • • • ""' ('1/1111111111 .\l'IIS( 

told 1111 • tliot if o 1,om111/ < lu11g,• for 
"1/1111 1rc1c· mad,·. tlu tt111u1t11,· , 
1n111/d co.,t /U rlw11 ,, (,(I r r 11/, 1·1u-l1. 

( :en a,i An\\, er..: 
necalJSt' tlJ> lo111,1l 11(•', co, t ( (H'I · 

haps) 60 nts a ·h fm 1111· fm,t 
harv st, it do •sn't nw ,111 li t•' \ a1 • 

~oi11~ to cost ti, t muc:h lo 1.,·i, • u1 

lht· I 11t11r •. Th first 11lo111t1l,tl,· \\', 
ev •r built mu ·t havt> o,t 111.m 
tirnes its nwrl,,et valu< ·. nd I "011-
~ •1 hnw much it < thl I ltl' l'il i.:111 11, . 

fi g111 in~ on u 11on11,1 l c.-h .11 g 1 • (or 
l.1hor, lo r.ii,P the Ii, ,t <',11 111 , ·0111 

iu llll' ir fii,t plL • ol clt·.111 ·1' 1111 1•, t 
l.uuli' 

Painton \ ntc.•,: 

I lw J 1 11 \' sny flu 11 1111/ w •1 , r 
n111s1·11 t /11 <111fo1w11111 (11, J',Jl1 •, 1111r 
\\ ,ti, I ,!'!.OfJJ)()() ral, , 111 11t .. , t ,"i"i<J 
f)(JfJ ) , 11 \, dffltm·., ll u1111 J;, i/111 ,;f 
ti,, · J1u1s li /\g,.,,n, 11, l,,·, omc 
" t1111 11 11 ,monty "'' 1• ~ 
( ;1.-n .,,i 11,w rs: 

1 'th . rul l \\ ,tad \1>11 tu ic 
111, 1ul1l'1 thus fiiual' . 

land; the other 7i p r c nt are in 
tlae citle . 

Ccrva i An.,wcrs: 
I h,t\ • th • hiJ . .dlt' \t r p t for 

r-.t r. P.1i11to11\ i11li-grit • ,I\ , r port
r, hut l1 • ba, f.1ll<•t1 ll<'n· into a11 

o)d trap . ll • is H'[W,tl ing th a11-
·1 nt ·an:trcl lli,1t Jt \\l, prd •r to !ht• 

in t mi11g ·it) F.,,t 1dt· 1 atl11..· r 
than n land . ·1 lw1e i a \t ' I) good 
1<.•,1 ·on why 77 1w1 •t·nl 11 { the Je\\, 
in Pal stin • a, • Ii, i11g in citit·,. 
They are rt '.\ fri, t, <I /iy fort i11 l>11y
i11g land. It i ·" ,1111plt· ,h tlt ,tt. 

for •ov •r, it ,ni~l,t intt r<' '>l 1r. 
Painton to l,,11111\ th.it P,tll·,tinC' 
) ., ry's 2,3 p •r t · ·11 t ,tt,tricultur.tl 
work r comp.m·, , 1•1, f.1,·orabl 
with th 19 [H'r u nt of all p op!', 
J •wand ,t•11tilt', \\ ho livt.• on fann., 
in th U. . A. thl· 20 pt•r nt in 
Holland 11nd tl11 • <i . '1 Jlt'r e •nt in 
England. 

Painton \\'rit~,: 
{ f'alc•sti,w I i ,t ,ti "'' 1•11or1111111, 

1>hi/011thro11i1 t t 11(111, J l11• ll1it1 It 

Slll/ it L'1 10 p1 1 , , 11/ "'' · "'l'l"'rl 
i11~. the ], 11, , ,1 liO 1.,, , , ,,t .. 

\\ I • 11 0,1 im m1 , 

tic r 
C i Answen: 

Gcrvn i Aruwers: l{ • - t l 
'I hi:-. i. a familiar argur \\ it n 

tl1rn, • \\ Ito <·k to ti ,11n 

piritu .il inle rrity t < '~ plo 
lht·n· i, . _ mall fr n \.\ 1 .uk 
p I \\ I It I \\ al I \\ II t t< I ,. ', I\ ( • f I la 
P dnt1111 rltt1 l)w " 1r, l,ul 111 11 1, e. , tl1 oppu•,,t·d I 
1>1 st 111 111\ J.., um I 1, , 1111111! woup from "1tl1i 
u1,,t ·d this \\ith n ' 1 11111wr1.1 li,111 from \\ itl1t,11l 
n pcn11d 111 four ill 11ot th t th ,,Ju 
Ix· no l.1r ~c·-\t·, tll• e, 11 11ppn b Ii in 11[1( 
i, .1 for(·t·d l'Xtxlu . ti,< J in h~rrill !-: f11 ." 

P:1 i11tu11 \Vrit 
.. (){ t/1( , ;'0() Ol M<'afl Jc II , 

i11 Pait ,111w, {, teer than 100 lu11 , 
!,!it c 11 11p tlwrr merkan pa . I , ,t, 
Gena,i A.1 w r : 

\\ It, liould am• rw i;tiv up Ii i, 
p h,pnrt ill a l.111d who fuh11 c 
i ,till 1, li,C'ur d h Brit h , lo11 i,1l 

Offil .l' p11li , ? \\ h'r houl<l .i 111 , 111 

ght· 11p 11 11 ✓ < ml11p of unln In 
lx• or111 · ., c1 ti1t•n of rw countr t 
P.1i11lo11 \\ 'rit •,: 

\111011!.! / 'ale ,·t11w' Jru• ] tla 11 ' 

//ft //11, I ('l (rt llli,f ~rt>llt) 

//,. •1 / 1111 ,. /11" i,f 111,1111" r 0111I /11 • 

< I t/0 1111 

( •l'I \ ,a-.i \II"\ t•r, : 
I l ,1 ,I \1, J' 11111011 )1.1 <; , ., , r 

ti<•u mill1<11 ol J , 
I<\\., in llitl,·r' 11<·l. 

Fi 

.For 

(; ·n '>i ""H·r,: 

~tr. l'.ii11t111, 111 li ,IJ" cl,w,11'! 
r<•, tlll'l' tlt ,ll 1111• l11dk ,,I tin· 111t111t ',' 
~oi11g inlo P .il,·,t11u · "·" lw1•11 111 • 

\t'St1•d 1101 111 ,npp11rt of 1•u.,ti11g 
S<'lllt11wnt, or i11dt1'l1lt',, hut Ill 
rww i11d11slr11•, I 111 •,1 · ,111 • c.q>1 t,1l 
i11vt•,t111t•nt'i \ 11d I 'll .1d111i t th.it the 
<'O!>I of hn1ldt11" 11p " 11·" "!1 lionll'· 
lan<l ~ l11"h ,, lit•u > l>ll lia, • lo p.ty 

' ' t 11 11 1< 1111,,,,., of tlH '>t' or T.11111 .1 

h 11, • 111 d 1' 111 •\\, "Ju tltt•r the \ lta,,· 
f "' 1 t 111111, 1111 or 11111nnt>r l .1111 
l'"ll 11 1, I J.1•\ lai\l'll•t l,!;Ot f.1',t'>t 
It , 11h Id, , 1 , . t11•111i n1 in ,Ill\ 
f111 11, , , 11111 I d ,ll t ••Pl nl,c. of tl11 ,,, 
Cl l\' 1111.r,1! 1011 But l,·1 u~ n•.1liL<' 
H I,\ 

1111 , t I t he onlr ,111 ,,.,,, 

:;; l1 t ·1111 111 h I r uli aJ ~11l111in11 
lf.~ 1'.tll' tu1 • p,vo ~ ·h 
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RUOUP S!l'S UP 
A DREW MATIOR' 

Th committee would preeen1. - -----------
formal diplomatic appeala to the rary tnaatN of tbe Hebnw :Na
United NaUoaa for recosnltion, tlon'■ lDtereat " and "to take the 
Mr. Bergeon ■aid, but wu not very flnt te to •........,Uab H brew 
optlml•tlc ot bnmedtate l'MUlt■, • P • ,, 
d di ln■tead upon "the re- Nlf-determtnation in 1,808 ,-ra. 
e~~ ~f u.. .American people." PedaNall ■tat.cl that "the Com-9'o the new committee the mittee muat be recoplsed for 

Am rt Zlonlat Eme;gmcy what It la, a vlclou■ attempt to 
Commllli1 Opw •Emt,wy' Cou~c~aald that tt wu "made up undermine the poaltlon· of the Jew

. C_.._I but n-. .. lzed of half a c1oMn adventuren from lab Asency .tor l'alNtlne and a m11-
1n ..,._, ---•-• Pal•tlne with no atandlng, no ere- Uclou■ attempt to d~y it■ le-
Bodiea Call Mow. •• Hou' denU&ll. no mandate from uyone plly recoplsed ■tatu■• 

unl from tbe Iqun Zeval Leumi Tb• .American Jewtlb Confer
in e;a_.e•tlM. an ln8lplftcantly ence alao taued a ■tatement lut 

---- a. ■AMJ-n 11 t■tol Ml'Jrlns poup of ex- night attaclrtns the Hebrew Com-
a,•- --~ -.ma • P ·.-- •••-••• cndlt mitt. of National Liberation. Tbe 

__.. • .,..--~ tremt■t■ wllo an c.--...... ., Conference Mid: 

W .UBINal'ON, Kay la-Ia u t~.:9 ~= :!.TiWI&- "Tb• CGmmittN bu no mandate 
Dfuraiabed thirty-roam -eelke VJ and 1J IJ)Olllllbl ■plln from tbe .Jewtah National Awm• 
oa H•-•bwtte .AW'ellue'• "'all· tic ~ and~naiu:._. tbai bly, wblcb ta the authoriMd and 
11uay Row," a "JI....., o.,mlt. ter extat alao in our democratically elect.d ll)Okeaman 
tN for National Llbaratlma" •t up ~Lt_.~;!ted. of the Jewa 1n Pal .. tine. On the 
today wbat It called u ""unaftlClal m ''Tb ~ya .,. ltUnu.t■." the contrary, the leaden of thl• com
-INiay'' for a pN!pONd .. nally •t eee t coatmu■d '°Tbey have mittee are linked with an atnm
lDdl,..._t llebnlf Natlml 1n emen bltelt:y trtcu. . Tiley tat cUque in PalffUne, wbtcb 
PalNUM " ud eDIIO "IIIO■CI plw thrlvedtn on pu day u a Committee amount■ to 1Na tban one per cent 
,- •• t-'111 a ~t com• one . b at u a ot the Jewa of that country, and 
atu" with UM United Nadam bl ~.:n:=. ~~ ot Euro- which bu been ou~~ed by the 
Gabtms the Alda powwL Jen: today u a 'Committee Jew■ ot that country. 

"n.. 1CM&J-old oamdttee ol f:'1 National Liberation' with an 
...-n memben, wb1cb tMy bope tol "Sm--,Y •" 
lacr111N to twwaty~ ... ._. Ill The ~eat ot the Zlonl•t Or
a few ...._ bad tbe bhle-e.,_ pntution of .America of which 
wtute«rtped flq of Judall tlJtq Dr J.arael Goldatein t■ preatdent 
• the m,n,..,.,'• flaepole, UIIIS ~k t~ ■-me tone, cbaractertstnc 
wWI the A.mer1can ~. and "6o■d creation of the committee u "buf-
-■ Ulat Won 1oas t!M IQ -- toonery" and "comic opera drol
.._ 111tdcne■ would bea- lery." It ■-Jd · the ■ame poup a1ao 
111 s 2 I u tbe _.,._, al • ud created the "American ll'rtenda 
Btlllt,W Natkla wltll a l■lal ot a Jewtah Pal .. ttne," and -rbe 
auty. .American Leasue for a l'l'N Pala-

,,_ tbe poup ot..... ttne.·· 
aD ~~~:.! tan or ltate- Dr. Nahum Goldmann, ~t-
.._-. -aw betClft Ha ative of the Jewlah .ApDCJ for Pal-
,,__ ... ._. anded by tbne ..Une and the .Amertcan Worl~ 
otlNr .-- ~ta tbe Zionlat Organisation bl Wubtn&'• 
.... CUI Zioatat ton aid that then .. committee 

th• effort meinben bad "come from Pal•
~-- m■D to per- ttne to th1■ country without any of 

petuate. 
............. N 

upon tbe autbority, bavln&' played no role 
whatever in Jewt■b life 1n Pal--

a.,. M 1d1■ «-t --
tine or elNwhere." 

Otben buide• Mr. Berpon u.t
Peter H. -.,-. bM4 ol the ed by the Committee of Liberation 

new UberaUon cauatU... CClllduet· u it■ pre■ent memben were Arlen 
ed a coatenac■ tor a poup of • Ben-Slieser, Theodore Bennabum, 
uout twenty .......... ...s radio ' Prof. Plnba■ 0e1oupa, Capt. Jere
eor,..,.._.ta. ud IUI t:11at tbe I 11f1ab Belp■rn,· Br1 Jabotln■ky and 
men■ton bad bwa ~ f• •· lamlNI Kerlin. 1 
IOO and t11ai lie -,.ctad tlli■ .._. 
Clfflclal emlbu;" ud tta Mtlfltl■-
to be t!M....... bJ .,,...tb■tle 
AIWlnt-. JuiillY tlllGap tll■ 
ale ot 10-,-r INadll al tbe pro
paaed *rl1f ■nt a.... Na
tion H~ ~ .. • f1 ,000000 
fund to Nlllllt. be ■ud. 

Thh st ~-2'■ tile .... 

The commtttN did not -,.ct, 
Kr. Berpon ■aid, that any nat
maUMd Jewa ta any of the United 

. • Rad•-"• •• Women'■ Zionl■t 
Orplllatloa of America. taued a 
.tatemat ye■terday to it■ 125,000 
memben crlUcislDI' tbe Hebrew 
CommlltM or NaUonal Liberation 
tor it■ declaration that it■ purpoae 
WU to eatablt■b tt■elf U "tempo-

Nation■ would Meir to declare 
their afflllattoaa wtUa tbe Jl'OPONd 
Hebrew NatiaL 

"'nit■ ta tbe rebirth ,,, 1M 
Hebrew Nation rlpt hen In th1■ 
room," he ■a1d. '"PncUcally 100 
pr cent of tbe J ... 1JI. occupied 
J:urope. 1t uked by chmocraUc 
proce-■, ould •Y Ulat tbey want 
to be recoptaed U IMIDNn of 
Ulla propo■ed Hebrew Natloe. Tile 
Jnn now tn PalNtlM an not 
tree to ■peak u a nation abort ol 
a aucceuful nwlution." 

"We ■peak." be added. ,.u a. 
brew■ in exlle and not u .Ameri
cana ot J ewiah faith. Then 1■ a 
sreat dlatlnctton. Tb• latter are 
a part of the .American nation. 
mad up of people of every 
deecent." 
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. tio• Stotas for Jews 
Wuhmgto_n, D. C., ~Y 18 (AJ).-Organization of the 

B!br~w Comm1~t~e of National Liberation with th • f 
wmmng recognition of the Hebrew nation as e ~m 0 

the United Nations was announced toda a mem er of 
member group immediatel came d Y, and the seven
eatablished Jewish organ~tions. llD er fire from some long-

Peter Bergson, head o,f the eo111-.------------
aittee, announced its organisation 1 

at a press conference in a building 
formerly the Iranian Embassy. ' 

Be had hardly completed the 
eonference before atatements of 
eomment ,were ia ued by local of
Acn of the American Zioniat 
Emergency Council and the Jewish 
Aa'ency for Palestine. They said: 

Dr. Leon Feuer, director of the 
Wahington bureau of the Ameri
ean Zioniat Emergency Council,
"It ~• all fantaatic and would be 
connc if it were not ao tragic. A 
handful of Jollng men are attempt. 
bag to perpetrate a eoloa•al hoax." 

Dr. Nahu111 Goldman, Washinc
ton repreeentative of the Jewiab 
.\seney . for Paleatine and the 
Worlcl Zioniat C)qaniaation- '°The 
attempt of• few penona who have 

eome from Palestine to this coun
t11: without any authority to pro
c~a1m themselves as the 'trustees 
~ the Hebrew nation'• interests' 
•• .an act which, 1 am sure will be 
reJ ~tedh b:r all sections ' of the 
flJ1■ people." 

NIW YOltK p 
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Ne'! ~alestine Group formed 
--1,on,st Chiefs Oppose It 

Washington Bureau 
Special to The Post 

I By CHARLES VAN DEV ANDER 
Po3t Stal! Corre3pondent 

Washington,. May 19 _ An
nouncement by a group of seven 
Palestinian Jew that they have 
organized as th!? "Hebrew Com• 
mittee ot National Liberation" and 
intend to seek recornitton of the 
United Nations today was met by 
a torm of protests .from Zionist 
leader . 

Chairman of the new commit
te is Peter H. Bergson, a 34-year
old Palestine national who previ• 
usly has been active in organiz
ing the American Friends of a 
J wish Pal stlne, the Committee 
for a Jewish Army, and the Em· 
ergency ommittee to Save the 
J wish People of Europe. 

Bergson disclosed the forma• 
tion ot th "Hebrew Committee of 
National Liberation" at a press 
conference in a newly acquired 
building on Washington's "Em• 
bassy Row" which Bergson re
ferred to as the committee's "em• 
bassy." A Jewish and an Ameri
can flag flew over the entrance 
ot the buiJdlng, which is as yet 
unturnl h d. 

Seek Place at Peace Table 

Bergson aid his committee 
would seek recognition from the 
Alli d governments as spokesman 
.for the "Hebrew Nation" and 
that it would request membership 
on the War Crimes Commission, 
United ation Relief and Re• 
habllltatlen Administration and 
other United Nations' bodies as 
well as a s at, v ntually at the 
peace tabl . 

Dr. Leon F r, W hi ton 
director or the Am rl ·an Zionist 
Emergency oun II, which i joint• 
ly headed by r . t ph n S. Wi e 
of w York and Dr. Abba Hillel 
SHv r ot r-1ev land and speaks 
for all m jor Zionist groups in 
th U. ., promptly denounc d 
th n w B rg on venture as "a 
braz n fraud," and said the com· 
mittee con i ted of "half a doz n 
adv nturers from Palcstin with 
no standing, no credentials, no 
mandate from anyone." 

Sponsors of the committee, he 
declared, ~ave "thrived on pub
licity tricks" in their earlier or· 
ganizations, which he asserted 
have had "one common feature-

eration" were linked with an "ex
tremist clique" which had been 
outlawed in Palestine because ot 
its "anti-democratic and terroris
tic taotics." 

The new organization's p~ 
gi:am, the statement said, was in
tended to divide a,.nd disrupt the 
! ewish people and to destroy ex• 
isling agencies for establlahrnent 
of a national home in Palestine 
Co-chairmen of the AJC Interim 
Committee are Israel Goldstein 
Rabbi Wise and Henry Monsky 
of Omaha. 

Seek Seat at Peace Table 
Undisturbed by the furore he 

was causing among virtually all 
.;;-·)·~ . I"t established Jewish organizations, 

. ;fyt Bergson told 25 reporters at his 
·•. :/, .,M} · "embassy" press conference that 
~;Y;i .. ,. they were witnessing the "re-

PETEB H. BERGSON birth" of the Hebrew Nation 
Head, "Liberatio" Group" after 18 centuries with his com• 

mittee as the temporary custo
a persistent request for contribu• dlan of its interests. 
tions." Bergson claimed no specific 

0 mandate, but said his committee 
r. Nahum Godmann, Washing. represents the interests of "mem• 

ton representative of the Jewish hers of the Hebrew Nation," 
Agency for Palestine and ot the whom he defined as the Palestine 
World Zionist Organization, said: Jews and those living in the 

Axis and occupied countries. 
"The attempt of a few persons, "I consider the Palestine Jews, 

who have come from Palestine who are dominated by the British, 
without any authority, without as absolutely not free to speak for 
having been delegated by an themselves and absolutely not 

. . Y free to act for themselves," he 
group in Palestine, having played said in reply to a question. 
no role whatever in Jewish life 
in Palestine or elsewhere, to pro• Plans to Sell Bonds 
claim themselves as the 'trustees The committee hopes to finance 
of the Hebrew Nation's interests' its activities by selling interest• 
is an act which, I am sur • will bearing "Free Palestine" f>onds 
b r j cted by all s ctions of the 
J wfsh p ople as a fraud.'' as an obligation of the Hebrew 

• atlon, he said, mentlontna $1,· 
F ar Harmful lte ult 000,000 as the desir d amount for 

Hi stat menl includ d a warn• the fi r t i s u • Asked whetber \ 
ing O ••weH-m amng friends" th TrPa ur P t. had &"JVen p r• 
among non-Jewl h group not to mis ion_ !~r .. ale ot s.~ch bonds, 

1 

be " fooled" by the claims of the he rephe<L Not yet. . Bergson 
n w committee. Any aid extend• ad~ed tha t the ~om~uttee ha~ 
d to it, Dr. Goldmann said, would pat~ $65,000 for its embassy, 

weaken the prestige and tnflu- which w3:s formerly occupied by 
ence of the Jewish organizations the Iraman governn:ierit. The 
"charged with tne complex and ~oney ., was contributed by 
responsible task of building the friends. . 
Jewish homeland " and would re• Members of the National L1b
sult in doing h~rm, instead of eration Committe~, in additio!1 to 
good, to the Jewish people. Bergson, are Arieh Ben Ehzer, 

Th new organization was simi- Theodore Benn_ahum, Pinhas De: 
Iarly denounced by the adminis- Iouga~, Jeremiah H~lpern, ~r1 
trative committee of the Amert- Jabotmsky and Samuel Merhn. 
can Jewish Conference, which Jabotinsky is the son of Vladimir 
said that th£> leaders of the "He- Jabotinsky, one of the early 
brew Committee of National Lib• pioneers of Zionist. 
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JEWS DENOUNCE comment were lauecl by local ference, the Amerie&h Jewiah 
offices of the American Zionist Congress, and th~ Hadassah, 
Emergency Council an4 the Jew- which ls the Women's Zionist Or-

y P N 
ish Agency tor Palestine. These gantza.tion of ..lmerica, bave all 
statements: islued statements attacking the EMBASS LA Dr. Leon Feuer, director of the Hebrew Committee df National 
Washington Bureau of the Amer- Liberation, which has declared 
lean Zionist CouncU.-"it is all its aims as being to establish It• 

Hebrew C..ttee 
heist's Yl'e. 

Dra fantastic and would be comic if it self as temparary trustee of the 
WS were not so tragic. A handful of interests of the Hebrew Nation. 

young men are attempting to per- T-he American Jewish Confer-
petrate a colossal hoax. ••• " ence said in its statement that 

Dr. Nohum Goldman, Washing• the committee had no mandate 
ton representatift of the Jewish from the Jewish National .AsseJn. 

Wuhlqton, Kay 19 (A. P.).- Agency for Paleltine and tbe bly, and that the leaders of ~e 
Organlatlon of the Hebrew Com- World Zionist orpnmation-"The committee are linked with the 
mittee of National Llberatton attempt of a few persons who extremist clique in Palestine. The 
with the aim of winning recogni• have come from Palestine to this Hadassall in its statement said 
tlon of the Hebrew nation as a country without any authority ... that the committee is _a_n attempt 
member of the United Nations to proclaim themselves as the to ~dennine the ~s1bo~ of the 
was announced today and the 'trustees of the Hebrew nation's Jewish Agency for Palestine, and 
seven-member sroup immediate- Interests' is an aet which, I am an attempt to destroy its legaUy 
ly came un8er fire from some sure will be rejected by all sec• recognized status. 
long-established Jewtlh organt- tlo~ of tbe Jewilh people." Dr. Stephen S. Wise, president 
zations. Bs,ecAd OppoelUon. of the American Jewish Con-

Peter Bergaon, head of the greas, in his statement said that 
committee announced its organl- Kr. Bergaon said he was not this "willful little company of 
zatlon at ~ preu conference in a optimistic about any encourage- irresponsibles makes confusion 
building formerly the Iranian ment from the United States Gov- worse confounded and appears 
embassy: which he said the com- ernment and that he expected bit• to be ready by its devices and un
mittee had purchased ·tor $63 ooo ter opposition from Zionists in scroupulous tactics to render tbe 
and hoped would eventually' be· this country, but that a favorable greattl$t possible disservice to the 
come the duly accredited lega- response was looked for from the J~ws." He said that the commit-
tion or embassy of the Hebrew American people generally. tee was without the slightest 
nation. I - vestige of authority to speak for 

He had hardly completed the Three organizations In New any important Je"."1sh body in 
conference before atatements of York, tile American Jewish Con• Europe or in Palestine. 



• 

Z • • l ,t • 1 which 13 part of the Jewish agency they are not Jews but .. Americana 
1O111~ ... "- s s a I for Pa} stlne. The latter 13 offlclally of Hebrew deacent." He did not 

recognhed in the Pales~ man- make exactly clear laow the eaen-

r,0 Dl J}]}• ttee f Or date to represent Jews and their tlal aim of h13 new committee dif-
\ •' int r sts in Pal stln . fered from the purpose of the 

H 
• Th claim m de by th new Zionist movement, many of whose 

e l lre,v ~ a t 101111b r t.lon ommltt. e, which ha members reside In the United 
' lready hun th J wish flag with States. Both desire to stablish a 

it l r or D vld from the flag national homeland for Jews in 

L"h 1• G O P le w r ch 11 ng d immediat ly Pale tlne. Mr. Ber1&0n said his 
1 t>ra ion roup JWn P m tatem n 1 u d by Dr. Leon committee will postpone until the 

'Embn "' in Wa hington Freuer, director of thew hlngton end of the war any controversy 

P { R . . bureau or the Amt-rlcan Zion! t over the British white paper and 
lo r~. or e ognition Emergency Council, headed by Dr "will co-operate and a i t Great 

St ph n S. Wi , of New York, and Britain as the mandatory power." 
By nn ottrell Dr. Abb Hillel Silv r. or Cl ve- Its present aim wm be re culD1 

w HI "GTO . May 17.- The ,lancJ, and by Dr. Nahum G,old- Jews from unoccupied Europe, he 

t bh hm nt r b c mann, r pr ntative or the J - ~aid. 
0 He r "': om- 1 lsh Ag ncy for Pal tine and the Mr. Bergson, who ls thirty-four 

mltte o! - allonat Lio ration, the World Zionist Organization in years old, has b en devoting him-

l $63,000 purch e' and openin o!1 W hington. Dr. oldmann s Id self to the task of rescuin1 the 

n "emb ., y" nd the procl ma- I the group had no authority and Jews for m&ny months as one of 

I ti n or th ·ext Lenee of H brew will not be recognlz d by the Allied the chairmen of the Emergency 
gov rnments. I Committee to Save the Jewish 

n lion by • ' n young men from After the hou -party atmos- People or Europe, which ls still 

P le. lin w met with hostility by phere or o ktnil and exhibition in xistence and will occupy space 

le d I o! lhe Zionist rnov ment. or th tw n ··-CJdd-roou mansion I in the n w "embassy" headquar-

M mb rs or the t n-day-old sub lded. Mr. B rg on told the I ters. The per onnel of the two 
pr s: "You ,u· now on what- I it~- i I t J th 

commit. dmitt data pre s con- fter 1 800 .,par . we are going comm IA:;es s approx ma e Y e 

fer nc h Id in the p.ic1ous and to clai~ a H -b1 w t rntory, and same. Mr. Ber son has also ~en 

empty form r Iranian Legation in technically this bulldln I n are t a~liated with the American 

Ma achu tts A\' nue th t th y to Hebr w sovei ign t rritory of Friends of Jewish Pal"f_tlne 4nd 

jdld not r pre ent , my parent or- ny place in the world." No de- the Committee for a Jew1sh Army 

anlzatlon in Pale tine Peter tall~ w re ~iv n as to how the of Statele and Palestinian Jews 

Iser son, ch 1rm n of this com- purcha e of the $63,000 tructur Five of the other members of 

mlt e - a he h s b n of many \\ as b mg fl mine d xcept th t it the committ are al o Palestinl

simtlar committee formed by the is through unn med fri nds of th an«. They are Ari h Ben Ellezer, 

am group - I im d that hi group. The mc,v ment will be born in Poland; Th odor Benna

"r rnlutlonary" roup r pre nt d flnanc d. however. b thf" 1 uance haum, born in Rus la; Profesi or 

the voic l . J , or Europe and or $1,000,000 worth of Free Pales- Pinhas Delougaz, born in Poland; 

th Jew of P I line but not any tine bonds, r de mable 1n t n C ptaln J remiah Helpern, born 

Amer1c n Jews. He . aid th se years. Mr. Berg on said, but he lin Pal tln ; Eri Jabot.sky, born 

Je "con tltute the Hebr w na- admltt d that permission of the ln Russia, and Samuel Merlin, who 

tlon." who xi tenc he pro- Tr asury Department ha~ not yet was born in Russia but is "state
r.lalm d right then and there. He been ought. Tht. committ . he le s." 
also proclaime.d that Pal stlne is said, will seek diplomatic rrcog-
th territory of this Hebrew n - nitlon from the Unitr1 Na Ions, 
t1on. and intend, to become o:ic of them. 

Mr. Bergson repudia ed the Mr. B rgson, who was born in 
sertlon pre nted by reporters of Lithuania and I the son of R bbl 
Jewish-I n u ge papers that the Dov Kook, who became a leading 
people of Pale tine are already Pale tlnlan rabbi, empha 1zed th t 
repr sented by -the National Coun- the oqmmlttee did -not so ak 1or 
ell in Pale tin an 1 live body the U'nlted States Jews, holding 
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New 'Hebrew Embassy' 
Denounced by Zionists 

Br th• u111t,d' """· and announc d that his commlttee 
WASHINGTON, May 19.-Th would ek: 

Zionist organization of the United 1. R cognition as one of the 
States today denoW1ced a., a United Nations. 
"fraud." buffoonery" and "comic 2. R pr entatlon on the Inter
op ra drollery Jf It were not so Allled Comml ion on War Crimes. 
tr glc" t.h bid or th H br w 3. A s at on th board or the 
Committ e of N,tional Llberatlon Unlt<'d Nations Relief and Re-
for Recognitlo'n temporary habilftatlon Administration. 
tru of " th H br w nation ·s 4. Th right for tens of thou-

' nt. r " ands of H brew m n to fight the 
hE' crltlcl!,m by the est blbh d azls in t.h fr own name- as the 

Jew!. h or anlzatlon had b en H br w army. 
pr diet d arll r wh n P t r H. Mr. B rg. on also announc d 
B rg. on, h ad of th new com- that th committee would attempt 
mitte . formally announc d Its at one to s 11 $1,000,000 worth of 

1 formation at It new headquarters Fr Pale tine bonds to the 
- a $63,000 mansion in the midst American public. 
of mbas y row on Mas achusett 63,000 Buildlnf. 
Ave. H aid th committ e had been 

Four Major Alms. f!nanc ct so far by intere ted per-
Mr. Ber1son proclaim d th on who also had advanced the 

"r blrtn of the H brew nation" $63,000 purchase price for the 
aft r 1809 years of H brew di per- form r Iranian emba sy bulldlng. 
Ion ov r the face of the world, Mr. Bergson and seven other 

-- -- m mbers o! the committee em
phasized that they did not claim 
to sp ak for the Hebrews Jn the 
Unit d States but only for th.o 
in Pal stlne and in the occupied 
area of Europe. 

Even o, th American Zionist 
organization immediately rldl• 
culed the committee's proposaJs. 
Dr. Israel Goldstein , president of 
th ztonl t organization of Amer
ica said that the committee was 
compos d of ·•a self-appot~ted 
group of four of five irre pon 1ble 
young mPn'' who hav equlpp d 
themselv s with "a Hebrew em
bassy" and a toga of "trusteeship 
of the Hebrew nation." 

Despite the oppo ltion, the fla~ 
of the oew "Hebrew natJon''-a 
ix-pointed blue star on white 

background with a blue edgin«
wa flown over 2315 Massachu• 
s tts Av . 
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WA TERPOWER PLAN 
TO AID PALESTINE! 

CANAL PROJECT 

E 
_ ,_,,. C 4"41 

FOR PALESTINE I would have an mstalled capacity 
of 250,000 kUowatta, and the de\·el
"Pment of cheap power. and tran
sition from dry !a.rming to Irriga
tion farming would make It 

$150,000,000 Irrigation 
Hydro-Electric Project 

Being Outlined Here 

and 
Is 

~DAMS ON RIVER JORDAN 

Loot Seized by Nazis From 
Jews of Europe Seen as 

eans of Financing 

En neerlng plans !or a $150,
,000 lrri ation and hydro-elec

tric development in Pale tine, to be 
kno as the Jordan Valley Au
thority, are being prepared here, 
with preliminary surveys already 
completed, 1t was announced yes
terday. 

The move, for which leaders of 
the Z1om mov~ment are ponsors. 
conte:npla e the damming of •':,e 
River Jordan and d1ver ion of It 
wa er for lrriga ion. while a canal 
nine y-fiv mile long wo Id carry 
v,aters from th Medi erranean 
Sea to the Dead ea, which now is 

- frr,9•t,on C4n.,J/ 
.k• oFM u 

fed by the Jordan Hydro-el ctric 
wer would be dev lop by the 

1 
-~ \ . 

natural fall of the fed1terra an ~ \ 

Q 

z 

ft 

... 

waters on their wav to the Dead 
Se . 1,300 feet belov, a level, a . . , . well a., by other dams built on the Aap showmg how the River Jordan waters would be diverted J ordan and I s tributaries. for irri ation and a ninety-five-mile canal would carry water from 
0 n;:1~:~o{~c~~~u~eb~:v:pti:~~ the Mediterranean to the Jordan Valley to produce power in a ot Palestine as a homeland for the 150,000,000 po t-war d velopment. Je ·• · 

au Loot to Aid Fln&n lnr Zloni t leader and Pre ident of the proVlde wide opportunitl s for the Jewilh Agency for Palestine, after ratatnr of cropa of high trade val-Emanuel •eumann, poke man the aubmi Ion o! proposal, by uea. 
for the group here which an- Walter C. Lowdermilk, reclama- Questioned about the polltlca1 nounced the roject, ugge led tJon expert. Implications o! the move, 1r. eu-th

at 
th

e financing o! e proJect Since that time, Mr. N umann mann ■aid the development conbe done through the cooperation of said, experts working in p leatine templated the ll!Un of lmm1grath
e Government of Pale tine, Jew- have been cooperating with engi- 1 lion reatr1cUon1 again t Jews into tsh organizations, private capital, neera here familiar with the coun- Palestine. He contended alao that and credits ba., d on loo ed Jewi h try 1n the working out of the pre- the plans for the damming of the property in Europe, "loot for whiwi limlnary plan and survey,. He es- Jordan would benefit Trans-Jor~~any mu t make me reatitu- timated that the developm nt could danla, under Arab control, u they Ir. eumann mad th be don30 In five year■, or apread contemplate Irrigation ditchea e an- over -y ar period. I leading from th J rd al lta ;otcement for the Commi Ion on otlng that Paleatine, with 95 - ... tern b nk. o an onr a e tine Survey,, 521 Fifth Ave- 000 lrri ated acr s, produces the n\~• ha privately fi.nanced group \ third largeat orang crop in the w c he aaid waa or aniz d world, h d clared that the new quietly in March, 1943, at the re- project, invo\Ving the Irr! aUon of qu t of Dr. Chaim Weizmann an additional 000 acre would 

Capa.clt of Planta 
Compa.rt.nr the propoeed project 

with Grand Coulee or Boulder 
Dam. hf' l'l'l!d t~" oo "r I nta 

I ~ 

aible to double or treble the to al 
Paleatine population of 1,500,000. 

In an outline o! th propo d 
project, the eum1111n roup aid: 

''The guiding principle I that m 
drop o! water hould be allowed t< 
run to waste and the plans. thcr 
!ore, call !or the bulldm o! man~ 
dams and re ervolra of varymi 
al.us, tentative site for wh1cl 
have been selected, and & networl 
of concrete lined irrigation canal; 
covering the country. 

'The main feeder canals, exclud 
tng lateral■, would have an ag 
gregate length o! 450 mile■. Thre, 
of the larger dams would be fron 
80 to 300 feet in height and fron 
1 200 feet to 8,500 feet In length 
The quantity of wat r cam < 
through the Irrigation canal 
11.part from well water. woulc 
come to about 750,000 acre !eet E 
year. The major impounding re 
!! rvolrs, natural and artificial 
would have an aggregate capacitl 
of 900,000 acre feeL 

"A major feature of the over-al 
plan takes into kccount the un 
usual topography of the countr; 
and the great difference in level! 
between the surface o! the Mediter
ranean and the Dead Sea, which IE 
the lowut body of water in the 
world, about 1,300 feet below aea 
lenl. 

"In addition to the Mediter
ranean Diversion Plan, the power 
projecta under ■tudy include fur
ther poPibllitie■ such u the con
tinuous and rapid drop o! the 
Jordan River from the headwaters 
of the Jordan clear down to the 
80Uth. 

''The elevation at the northern
moat dam ■lte l■ 1,900 !eet above 
■ea level. At Lake Hulch It i ■ 230 
feet. By the time the Jordan 
reach• the Sea of Galilee, It 1■ 610 
!Mt below ■ea level, while at the 
Dead Sea it 111,290 feet below aea 
level-a total drop of nearly 3,300 
feet. Theae and other supplement
ary poulbllltlea point to a power 
potential which would call for an 
tlllWled capacity o! approximately 
250 000 kilowatt., generating In 
exc~u of 1,000,000,000 kilowatts of 
electric current a year. Thia 11 
approximately ten tlmea the 
amount of electric current genera
ted and BOid in Palestine at the 
pruent time." 

The lay member■ of the Commla
ldon on Palestine surveys, u an
nounced yesterday, are Dr. Nahum 
Goldmann, Abraham Goodman, 
.Andre Meler, Mr. Neumann, Mor-
JU Rothenberg, Alexander Sacha 
and Robert Szold, all of ew York, 
and Iarul Steff of London. 
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'For Liberation of .Jews' 

Bergson Admits $1,000,000 
Fu11d Raised, Vague on Its Use 

By Gloria Lublr and 
Edward F. vrn d r Veen 

From his $63,000 residence at tn any way for aiding Jewish refu- Zoning Board on tne ground · the 
2315 Massachusetts ave. nw., for- gees in their attempts at illegal proposed "embassy" had not been 
merly the Iranian Embassy, Peter en.try into Palestine, this is cer- recognized by the U. S. State De
Bergson, self-styled "nuisance dip- tamly looked upon with disfavor partment, District officials state 

by the British government," a high Bergson later received permissio 
Jomat," boa ts his Hebrew Commit- British authority here said. "It to buy the property when be stated 
tee of ational Liberation with its leaves wide open an opportunity he wan!.t.?d it as a private residence. 
numerous affiliates has collected for .'flotsam and jetsam" and Nazi. Be:-kson' salary, by his own adrnis
one million dollars "from a gener- posm~s as. refuge~s to enter man- sion, is $75 a week. Formerly, he 
ous American people." He became dated territory without first being said it was $45 
vague, however, when a Post re- investigated." No Business Pe'rmit 
porter insisted he tell what use This official made plain that in Investigation by The Post dis-
has been made of the million dol- matters pertaining to legal entry closes that Bergson neither bolds 
lars. of Hebrews into Palestine, the Brit- a permit to conduct any sort of 

"Relief work has been a small ish government deals only and di- business from this highly re tricted 
part of our work," Bergson said. rectly with the World Zionist Or- re idential address nor, under th~ 
"Our major activity is to mobilize ganization, not in any way con- law, can he get one. 
the u·nderstanding and help of nected with Bergson's committees. The "embas y," castigated by the 
American people for an integral He emphasized that the British American Jewish Conference as a 
and positive solution of the prob- government considers Bergson .. fraud, a buffoonery, and a comic 
lems of the Jewish people in "persona non grata," and made opera drollery, if it were not so 
Europe," plain that Britain's only official tragic," has a telephone switch-

Bergson <his real name is Hillel dealings with him had been of a board and business office on the 
Kook) is a slight man with pale- "military nature." fir t floor. Bergson's private of
blue eyes, darkish blond hair and a - Bergson, who entered this coun- !ice. and the office!i of his onvat1> 
mustache. His voice cracks or try in 1941 as a citizen of Palestine. ;cret~ry and clerical force, are on 
squeaks when he gets excited. is 34, single, and has been declared ,1e third floor. 

He was emphatic when declaring physically fit in both British and Zoning officials, informed the 
he posse sed a "dynamic personal- American Army medical examina- residence was being used for busi
ity ." He added that "we have tions. Shortly after his arrival ness offices, asserted the license 
been re ponsible for 40,000 Jewish he informed the British he wanted and police departments would be 
refugees having entered Palestine to join their army. As Palestine mterested to know Bergson has 
illegally from Europe during the is mandated territory, there can been operating a b':'siness without 
last seven year ." be no British conscription, fighters an occupancy premit. 

"I and my workers managed to must volunteer. The British ac- Bergson, who formerly had de-
accomplish thi fea through under- cepted his offer, put him through clared the $63,000 "embas y" was 
ground methods," he added. the physicals, and told him to ap- purchased for him by friends, ad-

The American Jewi h Confer- pear for service. Instead, it is milted to ThP Post it was paid for 
enl.!e, l,eadeu by Ratui AbLa Hillt:i ,;iirl . 'BergsC\n sent a leH~r saying out of funds received for by the 
Silver of Cleveland, and Dr. he had decided ·he should do hi Hebrew Committee of National 
Stephen S. Wise of ew York. fighting in a Hebrew army. Liberation. The second floor, 
formed under a mandate of 64 ClusUied 1-A which makes up the living quar· 
reputable Jewish national organi- Upon receiving this letter, the ters, are beautifully furnished. 
zations, agrees with Bergson tbat British turned the matter over to Purcbased by Fuud 
his group have undoubtedly col- the American Selective Servire. Despite Bergson's assertion to 
lected a million or more dollars in wpere he was immediately cla i- the zoning board that the residence 
<tax-exempt) contributions from fled 1-A. This classification wa was to be a private dwelling, the 
"person who have mistaken propa- affirmed on appeal by the ew 
g_anda for performance and adver- York City Board of Appeal and is deed filed September 22, 1944 
tisement for achievement," but join now under advisement by the a- shows it was purchased by th~ 
"'.ith Bri!i h officials in deriding tional Selective Service Board. Hebrew ational Liberation Fund, 
his assertion he has been the means Bergson's appeal, it is under tood, lnr 
of smuggline- 40,000 Jews into Pal- was based on ''indispensibility." Organized Jewry points to th 
estine." ''It is odd," the British official continuous change of sponsors a: 
. ''The public might be interested lated, "tlMlt a Jewish brigade ha. published in the many full-page 
in knowing just how much ha now been formed, but 1r. Berg on advertisements a king for fund • 
been col!ected and what dispo i- has not yet enlisted." The American Jewi h Conference 
tion ~as made of the money," the A case concerning Bergson's sta. charges names are u ed without 
Interim Committee of the Jewi h in thi country i, now before U. S permission, and that other so
Conference commented. "To date Immigration authorities. called pon ors have repudiated 
Berg on has made no such account- At the tlm • Berg on fir t at the use of their name on ground 
ing." temptc-d to buy the Iranian Em- they do not agree with the com-
British DI approve ba sy . ., he declared he wanted it fo11 mittee • alleged political affilla-

''lf Bergson ha be ibl a HPlnew Embassy. This appealj lion ,, i1 h the Irgun, a terrori t • en respon I was turned down b the Di trlct arty m Pale tine hich Berg on 

ast 

has publicly praised. 
Senators Scott Lucas <D., liU, 

Harry Truman CD., lo.), v·ce 
presidential candidate, and Sen
ator Albert Chandler m., Ky.) 
have announced that advertise
ments had committed some mem
bPrs of the Senate to a point !)! 

view of which they had no advance 
knowledge, and that their names 
w_ere used without specific permis
sion. 

Mrs. Louis D t3randeis, wife of 
the late Supreme Court justice, 
has declared use of her 11ame as 
ponsor of the American League 

for a Free Palestine, and the Lib
eration Committee. was "com
pletely unauthorized." Forty-six 
American rabbis al o protested 
against use of their names in lit
erature distributed by the Amer
ican League. 

Senator Robert F. Wagner .(o ... 
N. Y.) in an open letter. denounced 
:he Hebrew Committee of National 
Liberation as "an organization 
which serves no u eful purpose 
md can only confuse and mi lead 

American public opuuon."' 
Dean Alfange, leader of the 

Liberal Party in ew York, an• 
nounced his resignation as co
cnairman of the Emergency Com-
111ittee to Save the Jewish Peopl" 
of Europe, because he did ''not 
approve of its political affiliations." 

Pierre van Passan, author, once 
an active worker with Berg on t\R<: 

gone on record with a scathing 
denouncement calling the Emer
gency Committee a "cruel hoax 
perpetrat~ on the American pub• 
lie." Passen accused two of Berg
son ·s organizations of being . pon
sored by the Fascist party in Pales
tine, the Irgun. 
15 Officers Resli-n 

Dr. Francis E. McMahon of the 
University of Chicago, and 14 other 
officers also announced their re ig
natlon from the Emergency Com
mittee because of "increasing con
fu ion between objectives of the 

arious committees." 
Rabbi Herzog, Chief Rabbi of 

Palestine, ha denied any ties with 
the Emergency Committee. 

Wllliam Green, pre ident of the 
American Federation of Labor; R. 
J. Thomas, pre ident of the U .. W .. 
CI0: and fax Zarit ky, pr ident 
of the United Hatters, Cap and 
1illinery Work rs of merica, al o 

have denounced the Hebrew Com
mittee of ational Liberation. 
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Attacks Zionists 

Bergson Admits His Committee 

Has No Right to Collect Funds 
By Gloria Lubar and 

Edw:1rd F. van der Veen 

t to the D1 tri1 t 
held a pre ~ i.ess he mus go 

Peter H. Berg on -- C mi ioners and ha,·e lhc11, 
conference late ye terday. om . • . 

B g on wanted to discuss and rhange the zoning restncuon, 

den~~nce yesterday"s Was~i_ngt~n 13erg on did that. police aid, anf 

Post's story about hi activities m 1 eported that he had been refuse, .. 

this country. Police said they then told Berg• 

Berg on pre ented a prepared son he mu t obtain an occupan~y 

tatement in which he <·harged the rermit from the' zoning <·omm1 · 

tone of The Po l torr wa_s one of ,ion. Accordm,y to the Zoning Com

deliberate mi repre ent~tton and , 11
, 1011, thi reque t also wa · rl'

tn inuation_ to p_re ent him in 
the t i:-ed on the ground the only bu. 1• 

wor t po s1ble l~ght. , ~- 1te,s tha could be operated in that 

Berg. on admitted '' hen que~ ,·~.,tric cd area would ha,·c to ha,·c 

tioned. ho ,cve1:, t_hat the_ Hebrr ' : <'Cn c tabltshed there prior 11) 

Committee of allon_al L1be~at1on. I :1•10 n•· be a reco niled emba .. 
r1f "hirh he i chairman, 1s no, • - · •. 

American; ha no right to collert or legati0'1. . . 

fund ; i takin° no action ~oward \t the pre~ conference P 1 1 · 

direct relief to "Hcbre vs;'' anfi enL questioning by The Po as to 

1oc~ not. to their knowledge. re- 1·hom he lBerg onl represen 

pre ent ri her European or Pale • peatedly brought thi answer: 

t1man Hrl> ·r•• -.'' "I repre ent m)·self." 

!The u e of word '' Hebrew" a a Demand for a more explic,t c:; . 

noun i Bergson·s ock in trade. planation as to \\ hat he mean by 

He contends that a Jew may be n "my elf'' cau ed Bergson to add: 

citizen of any countr ·, but that "I embrace all stateless ·He-

'•Hebrew·• is a '':-latele Jew.") brews.'" 

In a tcle:;ram calling the p1 r, Bergson in.bled that part ol 

conference amuel :\Ierlin. a com- the capital o{ the Hebrew , 'attonal 

patriot of Berg on. charged Thc- Liberation Fund, lnl'. wa~ pro

Post wa the tool of "Britt h 1m , ided tor by Billy no~c. mghl 

pcriali.: and defeat Lt Z1on1s1 dub tmpre .ario. 

traders." Reached in ew York Ja-t ni ht 

Earlier in the day, Thitd Precintl hy The Po t, Ro e dcmed any con 

police said they plan to call Berg- :ect1on wllh Bergson, his conumt-

on into court to explain why he •'c~, or the tund. 

ha operated a bu ine from 2313 '·Let l11111 ~how one :-inglc chctl, 

• la sachu ell a\'e, nw., a high!} ! c,cr igncd" Ro.e .aid. ··1t ,\ 

r<'stricted residential area, withou' true that I did stage the pag ant. 

an occupancy permit. ·we \\ 111 . 'ever Die,' both in •ew 

Pohce aid they told Ber)! ,111 i ork and at Constitution H:ill 111 

\1 hen he rno\'ed into !he oua1 lr•:- 1 wa h111gton ~n1• Ben Hel'~tt. 
1 

ho 

tha· .i he • t~hcd to conduct a hu r- \HO e 1t. J. aid l becau e 1t wa a 

good ~how. That was my .. only 

connection with the pageant. 
Represen tative ol Bloom ID., 

• '. Y.l, chairman of th~ House For

eign Affairs Com~1ttee, ques

tioned a to Berg on s accompfisll

ment during hi lay in thi coun

try, declared: •·. o authorized Jew-

1 h agency appro\'es of the met~

od adopted by Berg. on and hts 

group~." 
Lhat •tn that Ben!. otf me h• 

or\ were 1iurcly lobbying and hi h 

pn·s uring, Bloom exhibited a tele

rr, m fror 1 the Emergcn<'Y Com• 

, 1tt c to a-.e the Je\\t~h People 

Europe la. l year. a k' r tho e 
ho recei\'c the telegram to gl\ c 

,- grnerou contribu ion ~o that 

•! e committee could· force pa~ age 

cf a resolution·· then pending in 

Con~rc s "to forLc \\' ;;,11111 ton, 

London, Pale tine. En land, Tur

,ey 10 continue work on larger 
,c" "" ., 

"If that i II l h1;:h µr '!>Ur\n~ 
anrl lobb) m~. I would ltk•: to knov. 

,,·!,at i~" declared Bloom. 

Blonm recalled Brr" p-
P•'arancc before the Hou ·c For
ugn ,\f!'air Committee la t fa ll: 

"I c1<1,ect him if he had come 

nto tlu countrv legally," be Con
;rt> ·,m;i 1 ,a1rl. 

" ·1 don't know,' B<>r" ,m 'old me. 
" ' \\'hat the hell do . ou mean 

, ou do11 · • 1•"' I " mrlr • r' ·• 

Chuckling. the Congre man add
ed, "lt' • the first time I ever re-

1ember • earing al a comnuttee 
!\Cdring .• , 
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Use of Names Uaauthorlzed 

New Repudiations Registered 
Against Bergson's Committee 

Nationwide repudiations of 
Peter H. Bergson and his numer
ous committees continued to flow 
into The Post last night. 

Mrs. Raymond Clapper, widow 
of the late famous war correspond
ent, once a member of the \, a h
ington Emergency Committee to 
Save the Jewish People of Europe, 
declared: 

"In the future , I will not serve 
on Pe er Bergson's committee . 
When I con ented to become a 
ponsor I was under the lmpre • 

sion that the purpose of that com
mittee was to use the money col
lected to give actual aid to get Jew
i~h refugees into Palestine. I was 
amazed to find out that the money 
was used to propagandize the Amer
ican public." 

Dr. Albert Joseph M~Cartney, 
pa tor of the Pre byterian Church, 
18th and ts. nw., who said he 
was among the original ponsors of 
the Washington Emergency Com
mittee, declared that after attend
ing sevtral meetings at private 
homes he became uspicious. 

Senator James M. Tunnell (D 
Del.l, aid he became outraged be
cau e the American League for a 
Free Palestine, one of Bergson'. 
e eral organizations, also engaged 
n the business of raising funds, 
• ed his name in a handout 
rinted in the ew York Times to 

,he effect that he had agreed to 
become one of their sponsors. He 
wrote constituents that "while he 
is anxious to do all he can to help 
relieve the great tragedy which 
has befallen the Jews of Europe, 
he was "suspicious" of this or-
ganization and had been "warned 
about them." 

"It appears that they published 
a statement that I had become 
identified with their organization," 
Sneator Tunnell stated. "I don't 
think that an entirely legitimatt 
organization would do this with• 
out my consent." 

At the same time, Senator Tun
nell wrote directly to the Ameri
can League on May 28, 1944: 

"I was yesterday informed that 
the New York Times stated that 

By Gloria Lubar and 
Edward F. van dcr Veen 

to be a good deal of dissatisfac
tion amone Jewish people with 
reference to your orcanization. I. 
at the request of a Miss Keane, did 
place in the appendix of the Con
gressional Record an article which 
she desired to have placed there 
I don't think Uus autporizes any 
assumption that I am in any way 
connected with the organization." 
Bitter Telerram Sent Post 

Of 105 names signed to a bitter 
telegram sent to The Post from the 
National Jewi h Council, ew 
York City. from the same address, 
25 West 45th st., where at least 
one of Bergson's committees, 
etcetera, have offices, 20 per ons 
were contacted. Of these 20. called 
and reached by The Post, only two 
endor ~d the work of the council. 
One of these said he had not been 
informed of the telegram, and the 
other admitted he did not see The 
Post stories, which were attacked 
in the telegram. 

"We trust . . . you will gh·e 
space in your daily in answer to 
your biased description of l\Ir. 
Peter H. Bergson," the start of 
the council telegram read. 

Rabbi Chaim Williamowsky. 
4402 15th st. nw.-The Po t w1s 
not biased. I am not now a 
member of the Council, and 
asked sometime ago that my 
name be removed. I know abso
lutely nothing about the tele• 
cram, and am anp-y that my 
name was used. 
Rabbi Williamow ky •as the 

only "signer" of the telegram who 
aid he had read The Post article, 

despite the fact that Samuel Rosen, 
vice chairman of the Council, fir t 
told The Post that the signature. 
on the telegram had been received 
after each one had been sent copie '
of the telegram and the fir t Po 1 
article. 

Later last night. in another tele
phone conversation, Rosen cor
rected his statement by saying that 
he wu getting ready to send the 
copies to the "signers." 
Undaunted In Loyal&y 

I had agreed to become one of 
the sponsor of the American 
League for a Free Palestine. I 
do not have any recollection of I 
ever having authorized such a 
tatement. I find that there eems 

''We who follow the leader hip 
of r. Berg on are undaunted i1 1 
our 1pirft of loyalty lo the cause 
of the a ,feted and oppre ed o, 
the Hebrew nation," another por
tion of the telegram read. 

Rabbi Gedaliah Kaprow, Buf
falo. N. V -1 do not approve or 

Berrson, and did not authorize 
the use of my name. 

Rabbi lsn:el Porath, Cle,e-
1and, Ohio-I do not know Berg
son personally, or anything about 
him. I know nothing about the 
telegram. It ma • be that some
time or other I joined the coun
cil. 

Rabbi Jacob M. Lesi.i, Dor
chester, Mass.-1 know nothing 
about the telegram, Berg on, or 
his committee. I ha\'e a vague 
impression that many months ago 
an organization calling itself the 
National Jewish Council held a 
meeting in Bo!iton, and that I 
attended. So far a I know, I 
am not a member. 
"The Briti h-Zioni t unholy al

Hance is ;u, attempt to undermine 
public confidence in l\Ir. Berg
son ... " the telegram continued. 

Chaplain ;\leyer J. Goldman, 
'Soca Raton Field, Fla.-1 had not 
been informed of the telegram, 
and deeply object to the u e of 
my nal'l'e. 

Rabbi Herman Bick, L~·nn, 
~as .-1 withdrew b name from 
the Emergency Committee two 
months ago. The u e of my name 
w a s absolutely unauthorized 
and improper. 
Rabbi- Harold Baumrind. ::\111-

waukee , and S. A. Parde . Chicago. 
both declared they ne\·er \\ ere 
member ot the council and knew 
nothing about the tele~ram. 
Withdrew Member hip 

Rabbi Israel Lev. Gloucester. 
Ma .. explained to 'fhe Post t ha • 
he withdrew member hip in the, 

-c uuncil when the "emba y Hebrew 
government" wa oraanized in 
Wa hington. He did not authorize 
the use of hi name. he aid. 

Two other rabbi explained that 
they were member of the council. 
but knew nothing about the tele • 
gram or Berg on. 

Rabbi H'erman Kahan. Newark 
-1 am a member of the council, 
but should hne been made aware 
of the u e of my name on the 
telegram. 

Rabbi S. JI. Kliojul>k~, t. 
Louis-Ye , I am a member of 
the council. but I know nothing 
about the telegram or Berg on. 
Other telephone re pon e . from 

.o-called igner of the council tell'
gram, continued along the same 
linP, 
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Still Unfulfill d 
Today mart the twenty-seventh annlver ary of the Balfour Declarar on by which the British government went on record u • favoring the establishment in Palestine of a national home for he Jewish people• and pledged that-it would use its "be3t endea~ors to facilitate the achievement of this object" without prejudicing 11 the civil and religious righ s of non-Jewish commun· -ies." That declara ion was embodied in the Palestine Mandate granted by the League o ations to the Bri ish. It wu indorsed by he principal Allied powers. It was g· en pecific American indorsement in a reso -10n passed by Congress in 1922. 

Yet there must still be rallies, such as hat held in Carnegie Hall last night, to keep i s goal before he Jewish people and o remind hose o her na ions of a pledge da ing om World War 1, but atill, in the mid of \\ orld War II. unfulfilled. Worse the B -i • White Paper of 1939, a Chamberlain ov 0 rnmen appeasement measure protested b Winston Church1ll and other great Bri -1, h leaders, hedged on the pledge of a Jewish a e and provided that Pale tine be closed a he end of ftve years to al! further 1mmigra ion, except that approved b the Arabs. c \t:as ~chnically so closed l t spring. The American people have never accep ed h • s appeasement document as pre cing a se tlement of Palestine s future- or, •e believe, have the British people. Pre den Roosevelt s ated last March th t ., h n f 1 ure decision are reached, full ··11 be done o hose who le ·sh a ional home." Eleven state 1ovemo ha e a en s ps o ommemorate toda ··s anniver ary among them Governor Dewey, who said in par : ''The splend· d accompr spmen s of the in elligent and ind fa igable pionee s who wrought uc marve ·n estab ish·ng the Jewish Home in he Holy Land have earned for all the Je ·• h people ot the world he right to an op n doo in Pal tine." 
Such s a ements lea 1it le doubt as o h re th1s nation s ands on the lulftllm n of .h ·Ba four D r.lara ·on. 

I ue 
ic 



'Arab Menace' Held Fallacy 

But What Ia Now Called Bogy May 
One Day Become Real 

To Tm: EoIT01t or TlB Naw YoRJt Tnta: 
The so-called "Arab menace," ao 

often put forward to justify a policy of 
appeasing the Arabs in Palest ine and 
elsewhere, hu never been so fallacious 
as it is now, when the Arabs are more 
in need than ever before of the sym
pathy, money and political support of 
the Allies, especially after the "neu
tral" role their leaders and rulers have 
played in Great Britain's direst need. 

Those who have open eyes to see and 
alert ears to hear know very well that 
the whole power of the Arabs is not 
drawn from their own strength but is 
borrowed from the support given to 
them from outside. more particularly 
from British circles at the Colonial Of
fice and the Palestine Administration 
who have learned nothing from all th; 
blunders committed during the last 
twenty-five years. And it was again a 
blunder of the late Lord Moyne to 
think that by uniting all Arabs in a 
confederation of states he would pe
th,- Arab cause, which he so much had 
at heart, a great push forward and at 
~e same time blend all their forces 
into one formidable ally of Great 
Britain. 

. It i~ known that one of his principal 
aims m forging such a union was the 
liquidation of the Balfour Declaration 
and the settlement of the Palestine 
problem in accordance with the wishes 
of his Arab friends. But his efforts 
have utterly failed, and the continuoua 
talk about a political or economic con
federation of Arab states is no more 
than a lot of 'iot air blown about by 
oratorical gasbags and will under pres
ent conditions never materialize. 

Fallu.re Predicted 
~ thia connection a speech recently 

dehvered by a prominent lawyer of 
Beyrouth, Yusuf Alsauda, at a lawyers' 
convention in Damaacus ii' very illu• 
minating. He aaid that all the efforts 
to form a confederation of Arab states 
are doomed to failure and will remain 
an empty dream u long as the advo
cates of such a confederation consist
ently emphuize at th~ same time the 
irrevocable condition that the complete 
independence of each of their countries 
in everything affecting the inner and 
foreign policy should be maintained. 
He a1ao uaerted that an Arab union 
cannot be reached before all the irrec• 
oncilable contruta in 1ystems of gov
ernment, in religion and in culture pre
vailing ln the different Arab Janda are 
eliminated, an undertaking, of ioune, 
which wlll take l'•neratlona to achieve 

December 30,1944 

In view of all these failures, the 
Arab leaders had to recognize the dif
ficulties and obstacles on the way to an 
Arab unity. But the most activE 
among them have soon realized that tc 
achieve at leaat the one aim-namely, 
to get rid of the Jewish question-there 
i8 only one front on which all Arabs 
could be united, and that is an anti
Jewish front. As a matter of fact, all 
their efforts are now striving toward 
this • goal, using all the tactics and 
threats ~ the best Nazt style. 

It must, howevei:, be pointed out that 
these leaders are by no meani, repre
senting the views of the majority of 
the Arab populations who lived on the 
beat and most friendly terms with the 
Jews for generations, and that they 
would never have dared to adopt and 
propagate such a no.stile scheme 
against the Jews if they were not en
couraged by Lord Moyne's policy and by 
another "united front"-namely, that 
of all European "pro-Arabs," especially 
in Palestine, Lebanon and Syria, 
among whom, unfortunately, there are 
also some American sympathizers and 
advisers. 

Dangen Foreseen 
It ia hardly necessary to atresa the 

dangers involved in auch a "united 
front" not only for the Jews but also 
for the W estem peoples and the inter
ests of this country. Indeed', the "Arab 
menace," which is being used u a de
terrent bogy to deprive the Jews of 
their rights to Palestine, may one day 
turn into a real menace to democracy 
itself if the present reactionary ele
ments be allowed to carry on their 
campaign. 

It may happen that wh~n they feel 
1trong enough thel' will use the same 
"united front" against the very same 
people wbo are now feeding their am
bitions, just u the Nazis have done 
with the appeaaing democracies, and 
u it wu the cue with the Mufti, who 
began, under the protection of the Pal
estine Administration, with his anti
Jewiah campaigns and finished by en
gineering a rebellion againat the Brit• 
ish, in Palestine first and later in Iraq. 
and is ■WI now diueminating from 
Berlin hi.a pol.Ion amon&' the Araba and 
the Indian Kualtma apJnat Great Brit
ain. and more particularly apJ.nat thia 
country. 

It would be, of course, utterly unfair 
and unjust to put the blame of the 
misguided and harmful policy of the 
Colonial Office and the Palestine Ad
ministration on the whole English peo
ple. That policy has been and is st ill 
being severely criticized by all right
minded Englishmen, by Members of 
Parliament and of the House of Lords 
~ prominent political leaders and 
clergymen, because they all realize the 
regrettable consequences of that policy. 
Now it falls to the Americans to join 
hands with them in order to undo the 
evil done, and to initiate a new, fair 
and loyal policy of peace and justice 
for all concerned. 

But to achieve this purpose, both 
Americans and British must be on the 
alert to avoid the mistakes made by 
the Colonial Office and the Palestine 
Administration-in that they have a llied 
themselves with the most reactionary 
Arab element s. Hencefor th, the demo
cratic and liberal Arabs, who were will
ing to cooperate with the Jews in Pal
estine, but have deliberately been 
pushed aside and alienated, should be 

brought to the forefront to take the 
lead in the destiny of Palestine. 

Only by pursuing such a policy can 
the real menace which is lurking from 
behind the widely propagated "united 
:ront" be averted in time, so that it 
shall not become a platform for spread
ing religious and racial hatred in the 
whole of the Near and Middle East, 
and sowing political mischief under the 
mask of defending the Palestine Arabs. 
The- American and British people, 
have not only political and economic 
interests in the Arab world, but have 
also a moral and cultural mission to 
fulfill ; they have still all the political 
and material means to exert a whole
some influence on the East, and there 
can be no doubt that they will have, 
by doing so, the wholehearted support 
of the peace-loving Jews and Arabs in 
the Holy Land, and far beyond it, u 
well as the applause of right-minded 
people$ of all classes, all races, and all 
creeds throughout the whole world. 

A. S. YAHUDA, 

Professor, New School for Social Re• 
ae&r~h. 

New York, Dec. 2T, 19". 
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ANOTHER REPORT 

PALESTINE 
ON 

r.nerhap no import""' i u of ot,r tim~ has been so beclouded am/ -r oftentime di tarted a that of the Mqndat of Palestine. u,,trnth and half-truths hav b en fre I) , ed, ometime iu an ffort lo blanltet ii as a problem, om lim lo tli mis it. _ Yet, today more thau , r l1efme, it is importa11t lo the entire worlcl to ry natio,i a,id ommwtil)', because Pale tin now land as a s_ mbol of what th world can do to a ure p ople who live have been uprooted b) fasci . m that the_· , loo, can look. with hop toward a f re and democratic futur . 

To throw ome rlear light m, l'<1l ti,ie Reader', Scope TIT/ lle. led four prominent mericans, n011 :· of them Jeu , to pr . ent a short, factual report o,i the whole que lion. 

Tlae Wlaite Paper 
Johannes Steel 

T HE Palestine White Paper of 1939 
contains three vital "don'ts": (1) Don't permit the Jews of Palestine self-government· (2) Don't permit them to buy land freely· (3) Don't permit Jews outside of Palestine to enter Palestine. 

The last provision is of immediate concern. This ban on immigration 
extends to all Jews, everywhere. Under it Palestine becomes the one country, outside of Nazi-occupied Europe, where Jews are excluded because they are Jews. Yet Pales-

Johann tecl i a noted radio 
analy t and foreign correspondent. 
He i the author of the forth
coming book, Th Future of Europe. 
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tine is the Jewish National Home, so named 22 years ago by the League of Nations. Following Britain's famous Baliour Declaration of 1917 th League conferred the Palestine Mandate upon Britain in these words: ''The Mandatory shall be responsible for placing the country under such political, administrative and economic conditions as will secure the establishment of the Jewish National Home." 
Another clause in the Mandate, under which the Permanent Mandates Commission of the League 

declared the White Paper illegal says: "No person shall be excluded from Palestine on the sole ground of his religious beliefs." 
But the League is defunct and the White Paper remains in force. 
Taking the Mandate at its word, in two decades Palestine Jewry has 

produced one of the most provocative exciting societies in the world. Through the application of devo-



tion and elbow grease a barren wilderness was conquered. 
This passion for work and selfhelp has stood the United Nations in good stead. The Jews of Palestine have sent over 30,000 volunteers or six percent of the population into the British forces. There were Palestinian Jewish suicide units in Eritrea· there are Palestinian Jewish engineers manning the fortification and transportation systems of General Montgomery's famous Eighth Army first in Egypt and now in Italy. 

On the home front Palestine war production has skyrocketed by 274 percent. 42,000 000 worth of vital war materials was produced by Jewish factories in 1942 alone. 
In the words of labor leader David Ben Gurion Palestine "is fighting the war as if there was no White Paper, and fighting the White Paper as if there were no war." 
The Colonial Office defends the White Paper on the grounds that 

the Palestinian Arabs are afraid of Jewish domination. Yet the Arab population has almost doubled since 1919. Compare the figure with the static rates for Arab Transjordan or the 13 percent increase for modern Egypt. And the Arab population has increased specifically in areas of Jewish settlement and development. In Jaffa near Jewish Tel-Aviv there has been a 60 percent increase-in isolated Nablus the increase has been 8 percent. Admittedly the British are having difficulty controlling the FascistArab world. And when neighboring Arab notables use Palestine as a bargaining point, it is understandable that the British should listen. But Palestine is not a part of the British Empire. British rule in Palestine was established through a League of Nation's Mandate. The protection of the Jews in Palestine is therefore, the joint responsibility of the democratic United Nations. 

Th ll■ited State• .,.,, Pale•tU&e 
Dr. Daniel L. Marsh T HE Christian people of the United States have always had a keen interest in Palestine, and a large proportion of them have always had a lively interest in the possible return of the Jews to Palestine. One reason for this interest is that Palestine holds the shrines most sacred to the Christian's heart: Bethlehem of Judea, Nazareth, the Sea of Galilee and its environs the Jordan River the Mount of Olives the Garden of Gethsemane J eru~ 

salem and the hill outside the city walls. 

Certain American Christians of the fundamentalist type used to favor the return of the Jews to Palestine because their faith born 

Dr. Daniel L. Ma h i Pttsid nt 
of B ton Univenity and Chairman 
of the E ecutiv Council of •he American-Pal in Cornmitt . 
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1 • teral acceptance of Biblical 
e held that the return of the 
o Pale tine would b a preI o • ha they called ' the second coming of Christ. It must be a· d hat this group wa never very Jar e, bu it has been vocal in the pr clamation of its faith. 

cro all the year also many p rsons have favored th return of 
e Je to Palestine as a matter of good common sense, both p y-h logical and social ense. The second P id n of the Unit d Stat John Adam is recorded as having aid to th American Jewish states

ajor oah: 'I really wish to he J ws again in Judea an ind p nd nt nation. The idea ex-pres <l by John Adams has r -mained alive in America until the pre nt hour. Thus in 1891 follo -ing anti-Semitic pogroms in Ea tern Europe a memorial wa presented to President Benjamin Harrison urging him to u hi good offices with governments of Europe • to s cur the holding of an international conference to con id r he condition of the Israelites and th ir claim to Palestine a heir ancient home and to promote th all viation of their suffering conditions. Thi memorial had been presented by Rev. Mr. Blackstone a Christian mini ter and it antedated the first Zionist Congress by six years. The memorial bore the signature of uch important leaders as the Chief Justice of the United States Supreme Court members of Congress, religious and industrial leaders such as J. Pierpont Morgan. John D. Rockefeller Cyrus W. 
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Field, Russell Sage, and many others. 
President Woodrow Wilson, than whom America has never had a greater President ( except possibly Abraham Lincoln and George Washington) endorsed Great Britain's Balfour Declaration which favored ' the establishment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people. This policy was unanimously approved in 1922 by our government in terms of a joint resolution of Congress igned by the President of the United States. 

Following the Balfour Declaration the Palestine Mandate was approved at the Versailles Peace Conference and ratified by the League of ations. President Wilson took with him to the Versailles Conf rence a document prepared by a committee of American experts h"ch recommended "that the Jews be invited to return to Palestine and settle there and that the League should recognize Palestine as a Jewish state as soon as it is a J e i h tate in fact.' 
I have been in a position to learn something of current American opinion on this subject. I know that it is by no means unanimous and yet I honestly believe that a large majorit f Chris ian Americans v. ould oda if they could make Pal tine available to the Jewish 

P opl a a national home for the ake of providing an asylum for o pr d Jews in Europe as well as providin a 'home land' to which American of Jewish inheritance can point ha k with an increasing sen of If-re pect. 



Beae ,._ BUler• Vied,.. 
Senator Robert F. Wagner 

T HE events of the past year have brought increased tragedy to the Jewish people. The total number of Jews dead at the hands of Hitler's henchmen is now estimated at more than 4 000 000. 
Americans have been aroused by this wholesale laughter and have been pressing for_ concrete action to speed the rescue and rehabilitation of the remnants of European Jewry. Part of that pressure has resulted in the creation of the War Refugee Board and the establishment of a free port for approximately 1000 refugees at Ft. Ontario in Oswego, ew York. Many more of these free ports should be set up as quickly a possible to provide havens of refuge for those who can still be saved. 

Americans have also been pressing for unlimited Jewish immigration into Palestine. In view of the unpr cedented crime against the J e~ of Europe the efforts of dee nt men must be redoubled to in. ure justice. 
Because the need was so urgent, Sena or Taft and I introduced a biparti an Palestine resolution in the enate on February 1st of this year. Th re olution called on the United States to "take appropriate measures to the end that the doors of Palestine shall be opened for free ntry of Jews into that country, and that there shall be full opportunity for colonization so that the Jewish people may ultimately reconstitute Palestine as a free and 

Robert F. Wagn r i the nior 
U. •. • n tor from ork. 

democratic Jewish commonwealth.' A resolution identical with ours was introduced a few days earlier in the House. In both houses of Congress the resolutions received immediate support from the Majority and Minority leaders. 
It seemed that the Palestine resolutions would pass overwhelmingly until news came that the Army insisted on postponing action. Congress had to defer action but the executive made a telling move. On Mar h 9th President Roosevelt announ ed that 'the American governm nt has never given its approval to the White Paper of 1939, ' and that ''when future decisions are reached, full justice will be done to those who seek a Jewish National Home." 

This statement paved the way for the sb·ongest statements of principle yet to come from Americans on the issue of Palestine its people and its function-the recent Palestine planks favoring a Jewish Commonwealth in the platforms of both major American Parties at their conventions in Chicago. 
The official voice of America has spoken through it3 Parties and its President. This war must result in an order in which the rights of peoples and communities will be guaranteed. 

For European Jews this must 
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mean the abolition of all anti
Semitic laws the recognition of 
their full civil rights. No country 
should be considered a democratic 
nation that does not guarantee the 
same democratic standards for it 
Jews as for all other citizens. 

The Jewish people have long 
been denied these rights. They ask 

of us that they be counted in the 
ranks of tomorrow's society of free 
nations-that all the non-repatri
able Jews or those who seek a Jew
ish homeland be allowed to build 
freely and democratically a Jewish 
Commonwealth in the land which 
the world has designated as the 
Jewish National Home. 

'l'lae La,1141 and tlae People . 
Dr. Walt r Cl y Lowdermilk 

I N THE course of a conservation 
study for a Congressional Sub

committee in 1938-39 I traveled 
18,000 miles in the lands occupied 
primarily by the Arab peoples of the Near East. 

I found that land which had once 
supported millions as evidenced by 
ruins of great cities was now pov
erty-stricken and eroded. The Arab 
farmer who was never g·ven a 
square deal by his rulers did not 
give a square deal to his land. 

In the midst of this general de
cline I found three hundred Jewish 
agricultural villages that were sci
entifically restoring the land of 
Palestine to a high degree of pro
ductivity. In these villages, and 
wherever Jews had settled, there 
was a love of the land that we in 
this country need if we are to save 
our own soil from destruction. 

In swamps they have dug drain
age ditches to remove the dangers 
of malaria. On slopes apparently 
washed bare of soil they have stub
bornly planted shade and fruit 
trees. The withered fields have been 
resown. Covering only 6% of the 
total area of Palestine and 14 o/( of 
the cultivated area, these Jewish 
SCOPE ON P ALF.STINE 

villages are great experimental 
plots that show what can be done 
not only in Palestine but in the 
entire Near East. 

The Jewish cooperative settle
ments of Palestine are organized in 
an elastic fashion which enables 

Dr. \\'ah 1 •. Lo \\'d rmilk , on of 
(m Ill : t . oil Oil Ct\'alion X· 

r ii th \\ Olld i A ·i tant 
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them to absorb great numbers of 
refugees quickly. It trains them, 
former doctors and lawyers and 
businessmen, to establish new vil
lages or to work in industries. 

This feature of the agricultural 
settlements must interest all stu
dents of the European Jewish refu
gee problem. How much room is 
there for those European Jews who 
may want to go to Palestine? 

Among the factors which deter
mine the upper limits of a coun
try s absorptive capacity are the 

. genius and skills of the people 
themselves. And these skills the 



Jews have in abundance. They have 
concentrated the abilities of their 
most highly skilled engineers and 
technicians upon the problem of 
prov1 food and labor for a max
imwn population. If all the unoc
cupied or underpopulated areas of 
Palestine were rejuvenated as but 
6'/c of the land has been, it is almost 
impossible to estimate what the 
carrying capacity of Palestine would be. 

As for the fertility of Palestinian 
soil, the geologic structure geo
graphic setting and climate have 
combined to make it unusually pro
ductive. Palestine is very like Cali
fornia except for Palestine's added 
advantages of great lime tone 
springs and better soils. The Holy 
Land was beautifully terraced and farmed in Biblical times. 

Full utilization of the land bue 
depends upon power-and the site of 
the Jordan Valley offers an opportunity for the construction of on 
of the most striking and w • ue 
power and irrigation projects in the world. The idea is simply this: 

The Dead Sea lies in a trough 
1300 feet below sea level. It oc
curred to me that the a rs f 
the Mediterraneu -ould be drawn 
to produce a great power project, 
using the Dead u a huge evaporation pan. The Jordan River flow 

purposes would be accompliabed: 
1) the w ten ould 
be tapped for 
evaporation in ould 
be replaced by lledillll'nllle1m wa-
ters which, co • 
canal and tunn cout, 
would maintain tit.a 
present level. Tb con-ducted would ha 
1200 feet into the Jordan Valley and 
the fall would be verted into electric power in 11,dro - electrie plants. 

Adoption of such plan will make 
PoSllible the abeo • -san but of a 
Jews who may 
.,. r in ti 
Arabs and J 
Jordan Valley 
practic bl y . 

The • • ·ty of a 
coun .v uaa••~ ability of 

e pop the maxi-
mum to put its econorn aeillldlllc and pro-ductive laaw done this in Palestine. 
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Abroad 
American Boy Find Tel-Aviv 

Like a Home Town 
By A • • E O'HARE McCORMICK By Wlr tu to Tia Nsw You Tnus TEL-A VIV, Jan. 5---Forty per cent of the Jewish population of Palestine livea in Tel-AViv. One of the world's youngeat cities, better planned, more modeml1hc than the Florida boom towne it resemble., it i1 suffering- today from a housing shortage u acute aa that of the oldest cities in ravaged Europe. Thia ia because a large proportion of the refugees of war years have found lbelter here. 

Theae Zionists create<1 by Hitler are ea.ally di.9tin • shable from Zionists by conViction. The original settlers built their dream of new Zion With such fervor into schools, boulevart:t. and cooperative houses that their joy and triumph pervade the town like the bright atmosphere here of these crystalline Winter days. 
Certainly, the first impres.9ion produced on the visitor from the ■ad lands on the other side of the Mediterranean la that here at la.at are people who want to be where they are and are folloWing a way of llfe that aa.ti1fiea thern. Tel-Aviv boa.eta that it 11 the first &11-Jewiah city in the world. It hi 110 completely Jewish, indeed, and within its expanding limits 10 independent, that it doea not reflect fairly the problem of Palestine a.a a whole. Largely 1elf-adminiltered and self-taxed, it doe not feel, aa mixed populations ordinarily do, the clo e pressure either of the Arab majority or the mandatory power. Almost in spite of itaelf Tel-Aviv i1 cosmopolitan and international. In a lively little restaurant attached to the 1arden of the hotel, American and Briti1h officers on leave enjoy the best meals procurable thia aide ot New York. In the evening they dance with Waca, Red Cross or loca} girl1, to the music of a fir1t-clu11 three-piece orchestra. The gen!ua of the place la a plump, aoft-votced, warm-hearted RuslL&n wboai e.verybody calla "Mama Weta." 

SATURDAY, JANlJARY 6, 19-lS. 

llbe ii a penonallty aa well u an exia,n reataurateur. She ra.n three ~ta m,. Berlin until 1933, when Ille • tbe handwriting on the wall, left Ille Mula to "liquidate" her eatab-·: lfalrnwint--wb.ich they did-and came to 'ftl-Avtv with £5,000 to start over 
,Mama Weia treated u, to a kummel -~ian and very &ood," ahe explained -and Wked at length of Zion-~ tlle world and the future. She, as a Zlaniat, ia thrilled by Tel-Aviv and ita proofa of what urban J ewa oan make crow on barren cround, but u a succ-.t\11 buaineea woman before ahe CUM to Pal..Une ahe ia lua lyrical than the Zlonia~ who escaped from the dark &hettoe of tutens Europe She deacriDed heraelf u ~-

The eyea of Kama Weia were not the only eyea wet With ~ u a violin aanr eonga of old Vienna. · 1n that room ln Paleatine, where the Ztontat dream com .. true, one felt a wave of homeaickneaa for a loat world. Maybe only the older generation or recent imnusranta are putled by inatinct and emotion to the countrie1 they have lett. "You don't look back," they aay, and it would be atrange if a generation brought up here or rescued from the horror of Hltler'a Europe 1bould elect under any circwnatancea to return. Certainly, theae half-articulate noatalglu, of a aectton of the old for the countrlea they •till feel they belonr to, of a aection of the younr for another land of prom1.._ are element. in a attuatton that becomes more complex the nearer you approach it. Even in thia 100 per cent Jewiah communtty tt ia eVident at first glance the problem i11 not a 1imple antitheata between Zionist and Anti-Zion11t or between Arab and Jew. It has u many tentaclea a1 an octopu1, each u •ore aa an upolted nerve. 

There I one new element, for ln-1tance, In the reaction of Alllerican aoldiera to a peraonal View of thia problem country. Palestine In ltDeral, TelAviv in particular, ia a leave center for thouaant:t. of officers and er, from all parta of tbe Middle l:ut, Africa and Italy. The matn leave camp la Within • few Dlile1 of Tel-AViv. Boya on fur. Jough flock to thia town_ Wllere they ... Alllerican movtea in clean Amen-

can model theatre■ , meet lirla who peak Engliah, and stroll on atreet.a that look hke Main StreeL 1n the peculiarly warm and aftectionate attnoaphere of a JeW1ah house. hold they are entertained by acores of motherly women hke Mama Weta. "Don't uk me to dJacuu politlca," •he aya. "My only policy is to aerve good fOOd, good drink and make the doughboya happy.'' The doughboy1 like it. They like Tel-Avtv. The ao-called "Arab world" ian't their world. They feel alien and uncomfortable in ita atrange sighta, sounds and mnella. Here they feel at home. "It sure feela good to aee something like an American town," ■aid the inevitable boy from Texas, mailing postcards in the Tel-Aviv poatoffice this morning. "Thia ia the best place I've seen since I waved good-by to Old Lady Liberty." 
The result of thia experience ia likely to make these aoldiera atrongly Ztoniat when they get home. It may be argued that these paNinl' penonal emotions are unimportant beaide hard realltiea and irreconcilable tntereats interwoven in the Paleatine problem. So they are, but the problem wouJa not be nearly ao bard to aolve If it were not also a conflict of emoUona. While feelings are vi<>lenUy engaged on all aides, anything that swings the balance of sentiment 1n the United State■ cannot be ignored. 

The firat thinr one discover■ here 11 that the attitude of America will have a powerful influence in dectduia the future of Palestine and, by extenaton, the Wiah for thia ta th• keyptece fn the puzzle-the future of tbla reatleu and troubled part of the world. 
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JUSTICE FOR 
!\1Y PEOPLE. 
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Reviewed by 
EDWARD C. LINDEMAN 

Professor of Social PhilosophJI, Ntw 
York School of Social Work 

THERE a.re three possible 
solutions for the Jewish 
problem: the Jewish popu

lation may be eliminated through 
extermination or suicide, the Jews 
may be completely assimilated 
into other cultures, as for example 
the early Roman invaders of 
France were colonized and fl.nallY 
amalgamated, or the Jews may 
become builders of a state 1n 
which they are no longer doomed 
to a perpetual minority position 
but will be obliged to assume the 
fuU responsibilities of statehood. 

During a long period of my con
cern for the Jewish question, I 
was an advocate of the second of 
the above alternatives. I have at 
last come to an acceptance of the 
third solution, but in doing so, I 
have not by any means abandoned 
the assimilationist position. In 
fact , these two solutions now seem 
to be complementary and I doubt 
11·hether genuine assimilation will 
ever take place until the Jews of 
the world have eliminated their. 
one striking distinction from other 
culture groups, namely their 
homelessness, their lack of state
hood. 

These prelimln&ry statements 
are 1·elevant- to Mr. Frankenstein's 
essay. Mr. Frankenstein ts a 
lawyer of international reputation 
as well as a specialist in interna
tional law. His chapter on the 
legal position of Palestine 1s, I 
believe, unassailable as logic but 
it is more than that: it b a brll
llant piece of reasoning which was 
Reeded by all sincere pro-Zioniats. 
lt gives his succeeding chapters 
on the moral and political phases 
of Palestine a fresh and e. solld 
meaning. For it b true that the 
basic approach to Palestine be· 
1ins on the plane of emotions. 

Mf'. Prankensteln does not deny 
this. What people Is free from 
an emotional element 1n its prac
tice of nationalism? The real 
question is this: Where there are 
strong feelings, as in the case o1 
Jews for the land of Palestine, are 
there equally strong reasons which 
may validate the emotions? It ls 
the answer to this question which 
one finds in Mr. Frankenstein's 
book. I am speaking from the 
viewpoint of a non-Jew who 
appreciates the significance of 
Palestine fol' the future of the 
world, but it is my opinion that 
the Frankenstein argument 1s 
even more pertinent for Jews who 
are opposed to the Jewish state 
of Palestine and, those who seem 
incapable of coming to a decision. 

The most complicated ingredi
ent in the Palestine issue 1s neither 
the wavering British attitude nor 
the apparent unwillingness of the 
United State., 1overnment to ad
here to its commitments; the baffl
ing factor 1s the Arab population. 
Whether or not the Palestinian 
mandate has been fulfilled 1s a 
legal question and would be de
termined as such in a world of in
ternational laws and courts. But 
the Arab question, as Mr. Frank
enstein demonstrates, has become 
a political problem and may, con
sequenUy, be introduced by any 
party <nation> wh.lch holds a stake 
in the Near East. It is not basic
ally a question of feelings and at
titudes or claims made by A1·abs. 
On the contrlry, it is, as is so often 
true when Issues take on a political 
coloration, a situation 1n which 
other nations may utilize Arabs 
ant!I ~aslly concocted Arabian 

claims as instruments of devious 
dlploma,~y Mr. Frankenstein deals 
with thls aspect of the pcoblem 
with extreme candor and, happily, 
with a new set of facts which I 
have not before seen. I cite one of 
his statistical claims which 
seems to be amply fortifted: "In 
other words, 75 per cent of the 
Arab populatltm. of Palestine are 
eit.her immigrants themselves or 
descendants of persons who 1mm1-
1rated into Palestine durin1 the 
last hundred years, for the most 
part after 1882." He then proceeds 
to show how the Arab question has 
been transposed into a political 11-

He when, as a matter of fact, 
it is at bottom one of educadonal 
a.nd social dimensions. Small 
1roups of landowners, the .. effen
dies," are permitted to exploit the 
masses .'lf the people, and thus to 
keep them In a state of misery 
and degradation, and thus the 
modem situation arises: a new and 
dynamic Jewish civilization is in 
process on the very margins of a 
atattc ·and decadent society. Would 
lt not be 1n the interest of the 
world generally to tree the muaes 
of Arabs from their bondage? 
WoUld not such a policy be 1n 
harmony with the more compre
hensive and new awalcen!ng of the 
whole of Asia? 

These are samples of the lssuea 
which Mr. Prankenstein brinss to 
the fore with -,xtraordinary clarity 
and force. He completes his UIU• 
ment with a Pl'Oll'&m tor future 
action which !ncludes the follow
ing proposals: a bona-fide central 
authority in Palestine under the 
aegis of a Jewish state; the cre
ation of a Jewish army for full 
participation in the war against 
tyranny, the establishment of a 
central register of all existing Jew
ish families and the final reunion 
of dispel"sed families. These pro
posals are all based upon his con
ception of the Jewish people as 
constituting a spiritual community 
which might, if freed from perse
cution, make again a rreat con
tribution to the thought and Pro&
ress o-f mankind. 
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A
ENEHATION ago lhe natin~-born, homebred 

American Zioni. t wa a rara at•i,y indeed. 
ome C•w of the specie · were about, men of 

in.·ight and courage - Louis D. Brandei , for exam
ple. But mo ·t American Jew· were altogether in
difr ·rcnt to the Zioni ·t program. .\nd a for the 
rabbinate, only the Reform bran h was articulate 
at th time, and that was anti-Zioni t almost to the 
la. t man. 

Kow, three decade later, there are still many 
Jewi h anti-Zioni t , among them men and women 
of int elligence and inc, rity . That the. hav a case 
can be • en from Rabbi ~lorri Lazaron' thouaht
ful article in the 'ovember Atlantic. Yet American 
Jewry M a whole no ~onger accept that case. It 
ha. turned overwh lmingl Zioni t. 

When ninety rabbis recently i ued an anti
Zionist pronouncement, almo t nine hundred rabbis 
joined in repudiating it. Witne the fact that the 
Central ConC rence of American Habbi. - repre
sentative of the Reform mini try and once the foun
tainhead of anti-Zioni m - ha of late con istentl 
voted pro-Zioni t by approximately two to one. 
Let the American Jewi h Conference speak - an 
a embly of five hundred delegate , appointed one
q_uartcr by all important national Jewish organiza
tions, and elected three-quarters by popular vote. 
That bo~y went on record,_ with only four di en ting 
ballots, m favor of a Jewish homeland and common
we~lt~ in_ Palestine. And whereas a generation ago 
a_nti-Z,omsts were anti-Zioni t without qualifica
tion, they tend these days to be anti-Zionist but 
"pro-Palestinian." 

~•L~o~ STEINBERG, rabbi o! the Park Avenue Synagogue, New 
C?rk Cit~, has taught clas 1cal languages in the College of the 

J il~ ohfT ew York and Jewi h theology and homiletic at the 
ew1s h I • 1 Se • r r' _eo ogica mmary o America. His fir t appearance in 
~ mt was•~ the Atlantic Monthly for June and July, 1933. He bu 
BIDce pu~hshed two books, The Mah,.,., of the Mod J d 
A.ta Dn L ,r hird ·-., ena t10 an 
Guid m1 ta1 '.at • The Gamt a11d the Candlt - A Parti1a,a 

C 
_e to th~ JeuMh Problem, is on the Bobbs-Merrill list for the 

omuag 11>rmg. 

I 

\\'hat has happened to the Jew of America in all 
their varietie and conditions? Ha,·c they, as has 

been suggested, yielded to coun cl of desperation? 
Have they uccumbed to the wild chauvinism now 
weeping mankind? It would be a most unusual 

madne s that could unhinge so many Jews of deep 
r ligiou conviction and broad human per pectives. 

Be idc , Jewish chauvini m could scarcely fire 
non-Jew into incande cence - non-..Jcws like Jan 

mut , Reinhold 1 · iebuhr, Wendell Willkie, Dorothy 

Thompson, Henry Wallace, and Walter Clay Low
d rmilk. 

No, the gr at tran formation in the attitude to- • 
ward Zionism is neither aberration nor despair. It 
reflect · imply th cogency and practicality of the 

Zi ni t idea. \Vhat is that idea? Put tersely and in 
the idiom of official documents, it is that a politically 

cured, legally reco(7nized J wi h homeland be es
tabli hed in Pale tine, in which Jews who so elect 
may ettle a of ri(7ht; and that thi • homeland be
come ultimately a Jewi h commonwealth. As for 
the practicality and co"ency of the idea, let me pre
sent it ·as it appears to a typical American Zionist 
- my elf. 

Perhaps I ought begin by clearing the ground or a 
stubborn misconception. It i not true that I am a 
Zioni t because I am not content to be an American, 
or becau I doubt America's future. Thi land, I 
am d('('ply convin ed, i on its way to new horizons 

of freedom and ju ·tice. In other word , it is not 
the fact that, p ·simi ·tic about the Jewi h pro pect 
in America, I have one ye cocked on Palestine -
just in case. And I am no I anguine about the 
future of democracy cl where. I make this point so 
explicitly because it has been bruited about by some 
Jews that to be a Zioni t is to be compromi d in 
Americanism and deficient in democratic faith. On 
behalf of hundreds or thousands of American Jews 
who, like myself, are Zionists, I wish to affirm that 
these grave allegations represent, at the best, ig
norance and, at the worst, slander. 
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I PART I am a Zioni t b •cau. of the r ord of 

Zioni. t arcomph hm nt. Inspin·d b_\ th(' Zioni t 

id(•al, . upporkd h.\ Zioni t fund., opt•ratmg un,k•r 

condition.• made po. iblt· ln Z1oni t political dfort, 

thou:ancls of Jews mi~rah-d from Europt• to Pait•.,_ 

tin and tlwrc . 't about inrarnatin~ an an<'i nt 

dr am. It was from miu1 • point. of \·iew a ~rote qu' 

cnt rpri to which th 'Y commit ll'<l th •ir liw . Thl'Y 

wcr told that th, \\hole hu..,in(' • • wa .. up(•rfluou 

- J w in th West lx•in~ air •ad.\ fr< anti in E· • 

t m Europe on th ir way to •mancipation; that an 

emigrant from tlw )Id World had th , .. hole •lob 

op<.>n to him ; that Pal stine was an arid, backward 

countr wh r J •w could not un·h C\ l •t alone 

be er ative; and that in any ca. it oul<l ab· ,rh no 

mor than a handful of . 'l tlNs. Di ·coura~<•cl from 

all . id . , grappling "ith h ·arthr<'aking diflirnlti1·:, 

th :e Jew arcompli hcd th, imr<> . ible. 

What an achi wm nt i.- th(•irs! In on'~ neration 

they built a rnmmunity of almo..,l fiOO.O< 0 l •r. <'11 ·, 

frc ' and . lf-n•liant. Out of glwt t,, :di<·_\ tlwy took 

J '" "ho had li,..,t all rapport \\ it h soil and \\Ork-

• shop, and madt• tlwm into farnwr , m ·chanit",, 

ail rs, and fisht•rnwn. Tlw • rau..,l'd I hP de•,Nt to 

blo m and sand dune· to hum with tlw nnriacl 

und • of iti •. They <'H)ked a grC'at flmwri~1g of 

H bra.ic ultur - tht• gmtte. t pNlmp" in two mil

lennia. Th ' '.\J)Crim nted bold! and id ali·tically 

in n w form. of !-.o<'ial Ii, ing, in coiip mtiv :, •ol

lectivc. , and ommune . . Th'\' introdut.'ed rnocl r-

11it and d mo<'rn c·_\ into tlw. r ·ar Ea. t, a\\,tk •nin" 

it from it· immemorial m •di'\ ali m. 

Wh n liberty stood ,,ith its lm<"k to th \\all, 

they ralli cl to its ch·C •n . . \ bout JJ,( )() of th •m 

<'nli. t I in th ' Brit i h militar • for< ( - t hP c·quint-

1 nt pr portional<'l_v of an Amcri<'an ,oluntc r 

army of ven millions. From tlwi r farms they 

hdpcd to t d .\Ii i cl armi . ; in th ir upstart for

tori they forg •cl or repair •d military mati rit•I. 

And mcuntim thc•y ga\ • r ·fuge in ten war. to 

280,000 of th •ir brdhrcn, who oth rwis w~uld now 

be d ad to th la t . oul. 

Thi i a U[)('rb r cord, achi ., d, b it r •m •in

hered, by Zionists, not by a.nti-Zioni .· ts, not b non

Zioni ·ts, not wn h • pu • ") C >tin~ "pro-P,;1, 1 in

ian •• " Of and by it"l·lf it c·on'-litut: a 1·ompi·llin~ 

Zioni t a • nd y ·t I annot c-laim it as tlu• ~round 

of my con icti~n. For, truth to tdl, I va-. of rny 

pre nt per ua: 1011 b for that r ord \\as achi ., •d. 

Which brings me to th or of my ca.· . 

I am a Zioni t in th fir ·t plaC' • h •c·au 1 nm a 

religiou Jew. From my ,Judai. m I h,nc ti •ri\ ·cl a 

,od faith, an t hiral cod , p rs nal an<l . rial~ a 

pall rn of ob. c•n·a1m· , but also, int rn_oH•n with 

the. , al°' for Pale tirw and th· ~t-.trning that _at 

1 a.·t ·t part of the Hou • of brad lw r' tor •d to It: 

!-Oil. That a piration i writ tt1n d • ·p in th Bihl'. 

It j in,crib •d holdlr in tlw whol • rahhini • tradi

tion. a1.<'i •nt and m ~lit·,·al. .\ncl it p •r..-ad • J wi h 

rit1rt!. ~Iy r •li••iou lwritage, thm, mak me a 

Zionist. 
Di> • • thi. und unr ali tid W hall n 

that it i not without ·ommon .- n.· . llut . in· at 

tlw momrnt I am in pnil of bcin~ han.,cd a ' a 

h<>t•p, I •t me be bold enou~h to p ri h a a wolf. 

L t m con~ • to an cn·n wild •r \'i ·ion, to th' lus

toric ronfidtnce of the Jc,\ i. h r •li~ion that m~ 

thin~ i de. tined to eo1.1c out of th r a iation of 

I racl with Pair t1ne. Twic h1 • p oplr trn k fi t 

on it ance tr: I ii and wonderful t'\·cnt o curr d. 

Th first tim , proph •ti ·rn came into b •in"· the 

• cond Rabbinic .J udai m, 'hri tianit v, and the 

for shadowin.., <,fl. lam. I hould h<' le•~. than an

did if I <li<l not admit to a high exp• tat ion con· •m

ing th third t•nc:<iun l'r - an e,pl'r.l'Ltion of n w 

in truction <·omin~ out 11f Zi11n, of ome fre h ,,or<l 

of (,od soundinrr in ,J ·ru ,dl'111 . 

But m. • ti in ·i, • on Zirmi,m i n >t alto~ •th r so 

high-llo ,n. I ad , e· tc Zinni m a: th• mo t im

mtdi; le and pr.ic l<',ll>h· an , <•r o a va. t, t rribl , 

and ,·"r. • ta •ilJI • n c<l. Loni.! a~o. m th halcv n 

cfa) of th ninet~-enth rmtury, Ihrzl and hi .- as-

ociate~. aln•ady p •re cin:d the in<'ipi nt pr . ur s 

of po!1t1cal n•:wt i,m, C<'onom1r. con t rict ion, and 

p~yrhic '"ll'l. ••• mhitt<-rment. Th y fo r t Id that 

brute pow •r. minht hrin~ down i~ ruin th cen

turi .. , .. old_ (•difi<'. of Europ •an .J wry. The pl ad d 

that, :t"·unst th" 'ii hour th J .. I Id 
, w 1ou pr pare 

a homeland ,,f th ir own. 

.\ nd ha_ not th Id World Hou of I rael been 

trampl;d into bleod-drench •d plinters? And in all 

th~ gnm cl _v ation, d not Jewi h Pal tine 

s~m ~ n. JO -brmgin~, hope-di ·pen ing beacon? 
\\ hat 1 • m r th d f h 
1 f ' n c O a av n of r fugc will in 

t w uture b mor-, not I,_. , acut •. 

I 
• o Jl'~', no Zioni. ' no p r n of good will a~d 

l ·mo rat1c • 
an . J ' ' P _r:ua io~, can tolerate th th ught of 

~ • bcm1, d nwd r, i<lenc' and cqualit of 

/h~tu •
1 

~n t~<· land of hi· birth or citiz n hip. For 
t. o >J ti\ amonrr ti h 

• . L· ' t-
0 ' r:, t pr s nt gr at war 

IS ~mu ~ar,ccl Th . 
r ,., • contmu d aLu - of Je . 
-.uror would mo k our >rof. _. \~ m 
alik \ I h r ion. and acnfice 

• • a\ air a.d • • 
hope for th f ' y mt1mat d, I have warm 

. . ut_ur a. ·c and . urity of J w wh 
~ < t to r mam Ill th<· Old W Id F . o 

t1l mankind r ·turn to . . or • or a t1m , un
an1 ty and th d mo la.tic 
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pirit r r ot it. Ir, the nitcd T ation may have 
!o guarant th right r all min riti . But in the 
n t too di tant futur , I pcct, v ry Eur pean, 
r •gardl · of r d or origin, will . it und r hi' own 
\"in• and fig tr '. and non ·hall mak him afraid. 

.\ncl yet th •r ,, ill be th u, and of J '" i ·h ur
, irnr- for \\ horn a r •turn t fi rmcr CC'n . will be 
impo ihl . Fir t, anti-: miti m will not immc
di,tt •I~ Yanish fr >m C ntral and E t rn Eur pe. 
.\gain. th r ar th who. la t r t have been 
. . , r I. . • o pn n, . ynagogu , hou hold, or c
rupation will r main to draw th m back. And fi r 
still th th v<•ry w rd home will be ur harg d 
with uni aral ly painful r II tion . Tho who 
want to g I. wh r mw t ha v th full right. 

.\nd wh re, on a ks, ar th y to turn] ln the 
earhc-.t da~ • or llitl ri m. th E,;an nfi r n e 
demon t rat •d that n govcrnm nt want d horn l 
J ·w.... • o,,, ,, hat with \Y rid War JI, with d 
mobilization, r ronv r i n, and th dr ad f mru 
urwmploym nt, immigration barri almo t r
tainl} \\ ill go up, not d wn. .\ fi r und v I pcd 
ar •• --.. th C'arth ha b n coml d for J ihl 
h:l\ 1·n fo r ,J .,,..... Th r . ult - n ,t to n thing. 
Ea, h sugg< ... t(•<l t rritc ry, it turn d ut, wa ith r 
nlrPady o,· rpopulatt'd, run uit •d fi r I nizati n 
hy Eur >J •an·, r cl . d l y politi al r n ·id rati n. 
.\nd all 11ff r •d fr m a mm n di. dvnnta 
)(ar \\Oul<l l r quir d to pr par th m f, r ma 
r-olonization. ~[ antimc, what arc th home! 
,J w • of the w rid to do with th m Ive 7 

I would n t be mi und t d. In propo in 
Pah• tine as th fi cu of J wi h migration I d not 
d •h~ r th r it . Th po ·iti n of Eur pean J w i 
• • tragi that the)' an nod ubt u. man cent rs or 
r" ·t tlt'mmt. J d m<'an that w mu t not lo th 
bird in the hand fi r any in th bu. h. Pal tin i 
a ...... ign d by int rnatio~al cov nant to larg - al 
,JP\\ i:h . •ttl •m nt. It i read now, without th 
• padework ne . ry cL "'h re. J w want to o 
th ·re• - no tri\'ial on id ration. Witness how be
foH• th war they clamor d for visas; witness further 
th• pr -fL•n.·ncL\" . pr . d b r fu in Italy. 

Th country, ·mall though it is, i larg nough. 
It now ha a populati nor about a million and three 
quartC'r:. I low many mor can it accommodat ? 
I 11 th_ fir t century of our era, ac rding to hi tori-
an. ltk Ilaron and hiir r, it c ntaincd anywh r 
fr~m ,:; 0,000 t 4,000,000 human bein , and that 
,,11hout m d rn agriculture and indu tr . In our 
On(• g ·n ·rati n it ha ab rbed a half-milli n J w 

a_nd the aturati n point is not v n r motely ~ 
1ght. 

\\'}rn~ i th ma ·imum r E timat vary. A group 
of ,J w1 ·h authoriti hold: "Pale tine hould be 

capable of ab rbing another thr milli n inhabit
ant ." But th(' ar J w peaking; th<'ir pl adin~ 
may be ex parte. Con id r th n th <' nelu. ion of 
Walt r lay Lowd rmilk, hi ,f of the .'oil on
. n ·ation . rvir or th Gnit d. tat . Departm nt 
of .\gricultur .. \ft •r a long tud ·, h ha d cid •d 
that th c unt ry i capabl f rec h·ing .four million 
immigrant beyond it pr • nt population (Pales
tine, Laud<~( I'rmn i. e, pag 'l i ). Let u rut hi · <' ·ti
mat in half .. 'ix y ar ~" , what r main · might not 
hav l n 1ual to th n •d of Europ •an J w-. . 

T day, ala:, it "ill uffi . 
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Bt T I am imp II d to Zioni:m by a mor pers nal 
on:id ration, b th n •d of my own pi rit. . • o 

traditi n an coa t along m r ly on pa:t mom •ntum. 
Ev r. r ligion and ultur mu t fi>r its h alth b 
con tantly r g n rat d with n w l mc•nt • fa-;hion d 
aft r i g niu: but :tamp din th<• mold of th<' clay. 
• T w, th ugh J udai ·m i: xtra.ordinarily rirh in ac-

umulat d r . urr<'.-, it t re 1uir •-; infu--.ion of th 
frc- h. n ,. I, and cont mporanrou . Y 1•I it i-, <·n•ry
whN • a ~1in rity rdigion and ('llh ur : e,·c•n its mo t 
d ,. t d adh r •nt: xp •nd th •m h · • • mainly in th 
lar •r civilization. To Judai ·m th y rom • with th 
r maind r f th ir tim and n •r~y. But p >pl' are 
not normally er ati,·e under ·uch circum. tanr<'. , a 
th tale of Judai m d mon. trat . II nee there 
mu t be a place wh r H brai m will b a fir t cul
tur , wh re it an flouri h ·without hindran c, and 
wh n tran fu ion of n w values may manatc . 

~ • or i thi ab tru c ,. rbia~ . Th • brilliant r n-
ai .. an in Pal tin , th r vi"d th r of ,J wi ·h 
mu ic, art, I tt rs, folkway , th th 'ater, and th 
H •br w tongue ha,,e in igorat d. :timula.tt•d, and 
enrich d ev ry Jewry in thew rid. That l< i.- why 
I am a Zi ni t; becau: , whil • I w uld r •main a 
Jew with ut J wi h Pal ·tin , mv Judai m, by ,·ir
tue of it, is more meaningful to m and my Jcwi. h 
fillw. 

Th ro are oth r rea. n fi r my Zioni:m, ov r 
which I cannot pau : th contributi nit has mad 
to J wi h lf-r pect at a tim wlwn many fi re 
con pirc to br ak it down; th pr mi inh •r nt in 
th cral pcriment a~ tin th J wi ·h h m land. 
But t mpting uch them are, I mu. t for ..,o th m 
to d al with an th r matt r clo r t ur lim• f 
inquiry: H w, if all I have • id i tru , an any 
J w be anti-Zioni t 7 

In po ing thi qu ti n I d 
dejudaized J ws, indift r nti t , 
rebel again t being J wi h. 

n t hav in mind 
api. t , or p ychi 

u h n ativ J w 



will all be anti-Zioni t. I mean, how can informed 
11rofc · ·in" J \\ re ist Zioni m? r ~ • 

Difl'. ring conception of the nature of Jµdm m 
and the J ewish identity - here is the continental 
di ide where Zioni ts and non-Zionists part. To the 
non-Zioni ·ts, Judaism is purely a religion, the Jew 
m mbers of a church. Hence notions of a homeland 
and commonwealth are alto~ether inappropriate. 

But is this definition valid? Obviou ly not. For, 
if it were, no Jew could be irreligiou and remain a 
Jew. nd yet there arc athei t , agnostics, and 
. kcpti who con idcr them elves, and arc univer-
ally con ider cl, Jew.. Even ome of the leading 

.\merican anti-Zionists, who are mo tin istcnt that 
Judai m i a communion only, neither profc • nor 
pray, feast not on festival and fast not on da s of 
penance. A pretty paradox! For how can they be 
Jews by virtue of a faith they do not po ess? 

lncontrovcrtibly, religion i a motif in Jcwi h 
Ii ing - the major motif, I hould ·ay. But other 
elem nts are involved also. Race, anthropologically 
speaking, is certainly not one of the . • culture is. 
Pre ent in the Jewish patrimony are lar~c litera
ture, secular as well a sacred, music, folklore, art, 
m re , and institutions. But many a modern Jew 
acknowledges the culture no more than the faith, 
and is yet subje tiv ly and objective! a Jew. 
Something more r main That plus is a S1Jcial 
identity. It con. ist.· in the fact that J w arc his
toric entity, an or~anic group !lharin., memories, in
terests, and hop s; that they are in um a peop'e. 

The first error of the anti-Zioni t i that h<> mis
construes Juda i m. He blunders •ain for lack of 
imagination. It apes him that other Jew live in 
scenes different from his, and that circumstan "S 

alter cases. America i a uni-nationul ri.nd, except 
for secondary cult ur , a uni-cultural land. Ju<lai m 
her~ naturally tak s the fonn of a r ligio-cultural 
entity. But Poland, Rumania, and the.., vict • nion 
ar compo d of many peoples, culture·., and nation
alitic • Th re Jews al:-.o constitute in law and puL'' , . . 1IC 
opm1on a nationality body. 

As for Pale t inc, thcr the J v • r" ., n"t • • 
• ' ' " " I • 11 In 

maturation. Il ing a poopJe as wdl as a comm nion, 
why should Israel not tak on variou fom1s 'th . . ~ WI 
various ttmgs. With these artu·llitie the A • . . . ' ' ·"'n1 n-
an ant1-Z1omst ~efus to make peace. He will not 

allow other J wri ' any stat u but his own H . . . , • a\.111~ 
m1 mterpr tcd Juda, m, he compounds his f II· . 
b I. . . ,,.. a a y 
y gen Pl\ 1z_mg 1t. . 1lly-nilly, all oth r ,J w. mu t 

be what he 1 , cxclus1vcly a member of a sect. 
Ilut would not J<'wish ''nationality" ·t t · 

E E 
. a us m 

astern urof)<', and t><.;pccially a J wish 
I h 

. p 
1 

. , rommon-
wea t m a estm , afT<'<'l thc political obli" t' f . ~a1on o 
\men an Jews? Would J w not ow alle • !!lance to 

the Jewi h homeland? Did the establishment of 
~ onvay or Eire as a If-governing tat modify by a 
hair's hr adth the relation of lri h or Nor Am ri
cans to America? The merican Jew has only one 
political duty: to .\mcrica. To Pale tine he will be 
bound by tic of rcli"ion, cntimcnt, and culture, a. 
other Americans arc often related to th ir land 
of ori in. But whatever Pal tine is or may become, 
the American Jew remains an American citizen, 
knowing no political vereignty save the Am ·rican. 

The anti-Zionist is troubled further lest Zionism 
contravene the great universali tic motif of J udai m, 
it ~loriou • doctrin of the primacy of mankind oYer 
individual, clan, and nation, its historic mini try as 
a'' kin 11dom of priest and a holy nation." I. not all 
thi ado about culture, commonwealth, and people
hood a retreat from th ad vane d po.-ition . o I ng 
and so nobly maintained? Doc not Zi ni m con-
trict the wide horizon of the Jewi ·h pirit? 
To which my re ponse i that over objectives 

th re 1 no di pule among us. Where we differ is 
on method .. \mi-Zionists m to f cl that Jewry 
doe be t b mankind when it uppr all di -
tinctivenc except in religion. Zioni t hold that 
Jew ctn give more o the world b developing their 
peculiar heritage to the full, provided always that 
the heart is firmly ct on tho rvice of all human
ity. hi accept, first because it is sanc-

proph t who conceived univer- . 
1 : ripture testifies, they loved mankind 
¼O l , but I racl and Zion also, loving them 

for ~hem lvcs. and as witne es to God's Kin"dom. 
Be tdes, I annot how ither an individual or a 

rou_p, po se~d of talents, benefits anyone by beino 
1~ • it 1!· ~o me the indicated course would appea; 

,Jf-\!ult1vat:?n dedicated to the overarching ideal. 
B~t Tudai ~ reliaion and culture alik , needs 

Jew1 h Pal •·tine for it fulfillment n •h r 'd . • n ere1ore 
?°n ~ erat1on. of universali. m, far from ne"ating 
Z1'.)n1. m. endorse it. For only when enriched and 
st1mulatc_d by a Jewi h homeland will Jewry be 
equal to n destiny. 
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A. -~1-Z10 I T. , la t of all, exhibit a di ·ta te for 
c:~tam_ words. It was Thoma Hob be h 
t1c1patmg • . w o, an-

mantic , pointed out that word are 
~~unters, not _coins; that t he wi e man look t h;o~"h 

c; ~o hrcahty. This counsel many anti-Zioni .,l. 
o ave n gl t d Th . 

t urbed by th • ey are c pec1all dis-
c two nouns national· d wraith, and b , th d. . .. i.tm an comnum-

term . a Jc t1v pol1t1ral. And Y•t th 

J s ~nh xa~mation are not at all up ttin" 
'WIS n • !' ,... • a.iona I ·m mean no more than rccogni-

·• 
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tion of the peoplehood of Israel, and of the propriety 
of that people's being a religio-cultural group in 
America, a nationality in Eastern Europe, and in 
Pal tine an actualized nation. 

or is the word political, more horrendous, even 
when it pr c de Zioni.m. For what does it ignif ? 
It refers eith r to m thod for realizing the Zioni t 
objective or to th obj tive itself. If to the form r, 
it denotes the ""orld Zionist Or anization, the Jew
i h Agency for Pal tine, and their transaction with 
the Mandatory Power and oth rs on immigration 
into Pal tine and r lated probl ms. If this be 
pol,itical Zioni m, what can be wrong with it? 

nyone wi hin Jew to be free to enter Pale tine 
know that go ernm nts mu t be dealt with and 
under landing negotiated. Or are there some so 
naive as to approve of results but not of the only 
mean for attaining th m? 

Or i the politica in Zioni m a ain t which anti
Zioni ts prot ta matter of nd ? I th ir obj tion 
leveled again t the ultimat tabli hment of a Jcw
i h oommonwea/,th in Pal ' tin ? 

If so, 1 t it be not d first that when organized 
Zionism supplanted it traditional slogan, a "Jewi h 

tate," with the formula, a "Jewi h Common
wealth," it made its program pliabl , adaptable to 
future circumstance. tale is a very precise concept 
with clear connotations of unrestricted political 
sovereignty. A commonwealth, on the other hand, 
can be a state or a dominion or a locally autono
mou unit within a federation. The Zionist proposal 
then i that Jews, when conditions are ripe, be ac
corded some as yet un pecified type of self-detenni
nation. And can any rcq uest be more reasonable? I( 
Jewi h immigration mto Palestine continues, as it 
mu t, the Jews some day will constitute the pre
~nderant element in the population. Shall they, 
Just because they are Jew~ be forever denied the 
fact or hope of autonomy? 

But why. do Zioni ts press their political goals? 
Why not sunply allow immigration to continue? 
Because without the commonwealth formula there 
wil.l ~ ~o further immigration! On May 17, 1989, 
Bnta1~ ISSu~ the notorious White Paper that fint 
repudiated its obligation to establish a Jewish com
~o?wealth, and then, once that was out of the way, 
lun1ted ~ll future Jewish immigration to 75,000. 
That policy, the mi begotten child of Chamberlain 
appeasement_, was denounced in Parliament by 
person~ as ~1verse as Josiah Wedgwood, Sir Archi
bald Sinclair, ~e Archbishop of Canterbury, and 
Herbert Morn.son. Winston Churchill called it 
bluntly "a breach of faith " It • ed b b • was castagat y 
t e Pei:rna.nent Mandates Commi ion of the League 
of Nations. It has contributed to the death of thou-

sands of Jews. So it has engendered the bitternc · 
that recently breached with act of terrori. m the 
splendid, long-sustained self-di ·cipline of Pal~ tin 
Jewry. Still it stands. And if it continu . to tand, 
an intolerable paradox will come into bein.., Pal"..,_ 
tine, the land as igned by international agr emen 
for Jewish settlement, will be open to all immi~rantc, 
except J cws. 

On what ground i the \Yhite Paper a sail d? A 
inhumane? Only in part. After all, Pal tine ha 
done its philanthropic share for the Jew . T he real 
bases for protest are public covenants, notably th 
Balfour Declaration and the Mandate. nd th, 
a interpreted by Balfour, Wilson, Lloyd Geor ~e. 
and Churrhill boil down to a comµiitment for a 
Jewish commonwealth in Pal tine. Thi pl dcro i 
the writ by virtue of which the abro,g tion of the 
White Paper may ri htfully be demanded, the lea , 
whereby homeless Jews claim entranc to the land. 
It is Jewry's locw, standi in it rucial cau e now 
hanging in th balan . At all tim it mu. t be 
pr nted in evidence before the bar of humanity' 
con · aence. 

5 

(}..E qu tion remain : \\'here do . thi. l an' the 
Arab of Pal tine? D it not entail the grave. l 

inj u tice, moral and phy ical, to them? Arab-J wi. h 
relation hips in Palestine are complex, far too 
tangled for proper presentation here. But let me a t 

least indicate the chapter headina of the Zioni ·t 
view on the matter. 

First, I think we ought look at the record. What 
has been the effect of Jewi h immi ration and 
achievement on Palestinian Arab ? Wher a in 
near-by Moslem lands population have r main d 
static, in Palestine Arab numbers have soar d fr m 

664,000 in 1918 to over a million at present. Thi 
increase has been due in part to the bett •r Ii ing 
conditions, to the modern hygiene, and to the ad
vanced agriculture J w hav introduc d. But in 
addition Arabs by the thou md have been im 
migrating into Pal tine from all N ar Ea tr rn c un
tries. Jewish enterprise ha made the land on ot' 
promise for them as well as for Jew . J .,rth r, the 
value of Arab industry in Pal tine .. 1uadrupkd 
between 19ft and 19S7, the area of land und •r culti
vation increased by over 50 per cent. Ev n Ar,tb 
culture has benefited. Thanks to th ta paid by 

Jews, the country has been abl to maintain educ • 
tional facilities such as would othenri hav n 
impossible. 

Nor is there any reality to the notion that r bs 
have been driven from the aoil. That charge, on 



noised about widely, is heard no more - at least 
not in ~-ponsiblc circles. For when the Briti ·h 
government went looking for Arabs made" land le " 
by Jews, it sought everywhere but found only a 
corporal's guard. And of these, miLnY had Ix-en 
tenant farmers who had been compen ·atcd but had 
prd rrcd not to invest their reimbursement in 
farms. But how i thi po ibl ? :Much of the 
ground occupied by Jews was not only uncultivated 
hitherto: it was classed as uncultivable. No one 
lived where now Tel Aviv stands, and almost no one 
in the recently drained Huleh Swamps, or in the 
once malaria-infested valley or E draelon. Again, 
where land under cultivation has been purchased, 
a portion of it has been given to its former tenants, 
who, freed from the sharecropper's lot, now get 
along better than ever. 

But if the Arab has not only not been hurt but 
even help<..-d, why his fierce rcsi lance? In the first 
place, that opposition is less universal than is up
pose<j. Of what there is, some is the class interest 
of rich landowners and urban employers of .-\rah 
labor whose feudal grandeur is being threatened. 
Some rcfk-cts the natural re ntm nt of any popu
lace OYcr the entrance into its mid t of new cle
ments. Some echoes Axis agitation, propa~anda, 
and bribery. Some reflects the wea.kne s of the :\lan
datory administration. But much of it - perhaps 
most - is traightforward, un xc •pt ionable nation
alism. The Palestinian Arabs know that but for 
the Jews they would some day njoy autonomy. 
~ow at the bet th ·y, ill have to shar politic-al 
authority with another group; and should Jcwi ·h 
migration continue, they will in the end occupy 
a minority po ition. Thi is a real, in fact the real, 
grievance. 

In sum, two legitimate ideals have come into con
flict in Palestine. Two peoples arc attach d to the 
land •. Iloth have deep aspiration concerning it. 

~u1te clearly, a Reinhold Niebuhr once put it 
neither perfect sati ·faction nor perfect ju tice ca~ 
~ renden•d to_ both sides. The bc.· t to be hoped for 
1s the greater Justice, the minimal wrong. 

\\ h~t arc the alternative. ? One is the frcczinrr 
of Jewish Palestine in its present dimcn ion d ~f 
h r, an , 1 

t e. ormer Grand fofti and King ibn- aud have 
their way, even the cxpul: ion of th' ,Jew now in 
!he I:rnd •. Th other i the cont inuancc of Jewish 
1mm1~rati~n, the achieving. of a J •wish majority, 
th~ e tabl1shmcnt of a Jcw1. h commonw •alth. In 
tl11s commonwealth all Arab ri,,hts rclirrio I 
1 I . . . ,., , o us, cu -
ura , economic, c1v1c and political wh ti • d' 'd I • 1 r m 1v1 _ 

ua or group, would be guaranteed. Arab would of 
<·ourse vote and hold offic '. conduct their own chool 
8Y8tom. follow their own cull ur and faith. 

Now, how do these pro peels stack up "'g...: .. L 

each other? 
As to urgcn y: On one idc the Pal ' t inian Arab , 

injured not a whit, arc denied only a political aspira
tion. On the oth r . id' ar' Jews by the millions 
to whom entrance to Pal •stine i truly a matter or 
ur ival. 

In term of Realpolilik: \Vhich is the . afcr solu
tion, a Jcwi ·h minority in an .\rab majority, or an 
Arab minority in Palestine protected by guarantees 
and backed up by a deep Arab hintcrlarn.J? 

In the broader view: Has not th Arab world as 
a whole va t territories on which to realize political 
autonomy? Is not Pal tine a mere 5 per cent of that 
, orld? Ar not the 95 per c nt, often without ef
fort on their part, achieving ind •pendc-nc ? A for 
Isra I, wh re else can it incarnate fully it people
hood and culture? 

With till wider vision: Jewi h Pal tine is thE
outpost in the Near Ea t of m dcrnity and de
mocracy. \Viii not the prospect of the entire area 
be brighter if the Jewi h sett! ment continues tc 
grow? 

And for the advantage of uni,· r. al humanity: 
The mo t that mankind can exp· ·t from the Arab 
pro pc tu i • the e tabli hment of anoth r Arab 
late. The Zioni t program mean th sal\'arring of 

live , the rebirth of Hebraic cultur , the promise of 
a progr ,. iv J i:h Pal ·tine for the Lc,·ant and 
the world, and, iet it not be forgotten for a moment, 
th ,. lu tion f the centuries-old and oth<.·rnise in-

luhle problem of J •wi:h homcl ,. n · . 
There i I repeat, an Arab ca . But not in an

gu i.-h, urg ncy, or import docs it begin to equal the 
Jewi.·h. 

How, in con lu. i n, do I as an American Jew and 
~ioni ·t envi ·age the future of Jew and of Judai m 
m the emerging world? I soe a icty in which all 

m~~ are fr<.-c, politically, economically, culturally, 
spir.'tually. I S<,'C Jewries at ca · and , cure in the 
various land of th ir re idence, devot d citizens of 
the ·e land.:, and at the amc tim th bear rs and 
the tran m1tter. of a living H brai m, ignificant to 

th -~ and to the world. And I see in Pal tine a 
J w1 h Commonwealth wh re the homel Jc of 
the world shall have found re t · wh re the J . h . . h , CWI. 
spmt , a_ll have been r born· wh •nc • hall flow to 
the Jcwrie of the Di ·per ·ion in piration and the 
stuffi on which it i d .. 

This dream ha been spoken to m in aJmo t ev
ery yllablc of !he religious tradition I cherish It 
;;~r ~ts/ de pcra~e need, phy ical and piri;ua). 
i wor cwry. lt 1 fraught with infinite promise 
or Israel and mankind. 



I),. Mapes' Plan Disputed 

• PN,11•• a.la&ioa ef die PalNdae 
,...._ CaW la,netlcaW. 

,_.., SDrroa or Tm Naw "lblls T111•: 
l)r . .,... L. llapw propoNl for • 

aohltia of tile ...... problem Ga• 

taln.S la Illa litter ,-Mlllb41d bl Tn 
N1W Yealt T111a Feb. 1 T boU1 down to 

1111 a,t-niterat.d plan of eatabllAinl' a 
,.._. for Palffttne on the but• of 
parity, ln the 4k)uble •nae of the term 
-polltlcal parity of representation aa 
between Jews and Ataba In t_he central 
lll'Ulellel of pvemment, and numerical 
parity wbich would limit the Jewillh 
population to the number of Arabs. 

He present. h.. propoaal u a "rea
lOftable and practicable compromlae," 
and he lauda the principle of comprc,. 
DUN u If thia were It.elf a 1eaame that 
would automatically open the doors of 
peace. The truth ia that Dr. Magnea' 
plan bu no relatiod to tu facta. It 

met• tbe e_.ntlal iuuea and .. want
In&' in the very element. which Dr. 
Main• claima for it. It lack• both the 
merit of political expediency, which 
mtrht lead to an immediate releue of 
tenaton, and the virtue of juatice, on 
wblch alone a lutlns 110lution could be 
founded. That part of the binationaltat 
oonceptlon which 11 valid-the reglrd 
for cultural and rellfioua difference, of 
the non-Jewiah communities-la fully 
provided for in the Commonwealth pro
poaal advocated by the Jewish Agency. 

Dr. Masnea' proposal la primarily de
ll&ned to allay the apprehensions of 
the Arab section of the community, but 
the Indubitable fact la th•t It hu no 
aupport what.soever among any part of 
the Arab population. Oq thia point the 
recopized leaders of the Arab commu
nity have repeatedly made their poai• 
tlon clear. 

Araba Rejeeted Otter 
In 1923 the Bri~ made a formal 

offer to the Arab repreaentatlvea in 
Palutlne of an Arab agency analogous 
to the Jewiah Agency. The Arab reply 
WU: "The Arab owners of the coun
U'J cannot see their way to accept a 
propoaal which tenda to place them on 
an equal footing with the alien Jews." 
In 1936, before the Royal Commission, 
the Arab representatives took the posl
Uon that "We do not accept the 
formula laid down by the J ewa that 
there lhould be no domination by Jews 
oft!' Araba or by Araba over Jewa." 
Their view was uncompromising: Pal
..Une wu an Arab country and must 
remain Arab no leas than Syria or 
Iraq. They took the same position at 
the 1939 conference in London, which 
eventuated in the White Paper. 

I 

We wiah that Dr. Magnes had seen 
ftt to reveal his own experience in deal
lnr wlt}:1 • the Palestine Arab leaders. 
In 1937-38 he made an effort to bring 
about a face-to.face discussibn between 
npruentatives of the Arabs and ot 
the Jews, but the Palestine Arabs were 
prepared to engage In discussions only 
on the balls of a statement which pre
cluded any further Jewish immigration 
or land aalea. At the same time it be

came clear that Dr. Marne• was ne
SoUating. not with "moderate" Arabs, 
but with the representatives of the 
lntranaigent Mufti, who fled Palestine 
and was then directing the suppressed 
Palestine Arab Higher Committee from 
Beirut. 

When confronted with this, Dr. 
Magnes replied ( his letter is on rec
ord): "It may be that an agr~ement 
can be arrive\! at With the Palestine 
Arabs other than thos, represented by 
the former Arab Higher Committee. 
I. for one, do not know who 1uch Arat. 
are. If we are to make peace, it must 
be with those of our opponents who 
have infiuence and power." This was 
at a time when the British, who had 
shielded the Mufti heretofore, had 
already deposed bim from his position 
u Prealdent of the Supreme Moslem 
Council. The Mufti wu later to reap
pear u a full partner in the work of 
'Kltler. 

l._tltlee Not Rev-.Jed 
Since that time Dr. Mapea, thou&'h 

IWJ lntimaUnc that there are moderate 
AraN and that he hu Ulelr IUpport, 
hu never once stven any lndlcaUon of, 
tllelr ldeat.iq. l!ltllNVer, there la ~ 
~ or. any Arab political leader, 
IIUalMIII man, intellectual, or atwlent 
who Jiu ever volced acreement with 
Dr. Mapea' partly propoN.11. On the 
other hand, there bave been frequent 
expresalona of Arab opinion rejecting 
the idea of parity, both in Its political 
aspects and In Its Immigration pro
vlaiona. pr. Mapes now believes 
that JIii .. reasonable and practicable 

" ahould be imposed by an 
n.i authority, and that both 

... and the Araba may be trusted 
to the compromiae. Dr. Magnes' 

410ftceptlon of conaent by com
a contradiction In terms and 

of thou,ht. 
pea haa alao been leu than 

repreaentinc the Jewish l~aders 
aa promiatnr u the Arab lead-

Tile fact la that Zlonlat public 
Uona and the activittu of Jew-
., have fully atteated to the 

on the part of the Jews to 
mee the Arabi In the direction ot co
oper&tlon and rapprochement tn the 
upbulldlng of the land in the interests 
of both peoplea. Dr. Chaim Weizmann, 
who bu been the Zionlat liader since 
the tt,ne of the Balfour Declaration, 
haa been acclaimed thro1Jl'hout the 
world for hia political wladom and mod
eration. 

Dr. Mapes appear, to bold the view 
that if the Idea of parity ia agreed to 
from above, It will be euy to work out 
the neceuary rovernmental 1tructure 
with the "aid of expert, and men with 
govermnent ezpertence." However, 
the fact l1 that wbile cultural bi
nationaliam ia to be found In one form 
or another in a number of countries, 
there la no political ,xperience any
where to justify a conatituUonal for
mula such u that augested by Or. 
Marne•, and In the circumatancea it ia 
bound to reault ill chronic criala and 
deadlock. 

But quite apan from the unworka-

bility of the pl"OJ)ONI, there la Involved 
here the butc moral luue of Jewish 
imml,ration ln order to prevent them 
from ner becomtn1 a majority in their 
own homeland. The Jewlah Acency hu 
recognised that Jmmls,ation to Pales
tine will la the lut analysta depend on 
the economic absorptive capacity of the 
country. But the Jewtah Arency, rep
reaenttns the Jewa of the world ~d the 
Jewiah community of Pal•Une, can 
never acree to the limitation of imml• 
gratlon on political &TOunda: they are 
unalterably oppoled to any restriction 
which would make Jewiah immigration 
into Paleatine dependent on Arab con
sent. To this the Jewa are opposed both 
on practical and moral srounda. 

Dr. Magnes reJ1,Uzes that there will 
be a great number of Jewa in the areu 
occupied by the Nazis and in other 
parts of the worl~ who will ~eed a 
haven of refuge in the post-war period 
of reconstruction. He ia_ well aware of 
the fact that all attempts at mau set
tlement of Jew■ out1lde of P&le1tine 

have proved abortive. Who can •Y 
from the purely practical point of view 
whether it will be necessary to provide 
for & half mtlllon, a million, or for two 
million Jews? How la it pouibl• in the 
name of juatice for Dr. Magnea to limit 
the number of Jew■ to be allowed to go 
to Palestine by the number of Arabs in 
Palestine at any particular time? 

Euenttala Not Met 

The greateat weaknesa of Dr. 
Marnes' plan, however, ii not in lta 
practical defects but in ita failure to 
meet the euential that there should be 
one place In the world where Jews who 
need to, or wish to, will be tree to go as 
of right and not on sufferance; where 
they will no longer be subjeci to the 
Will of Qthera, even to their "good-will"; 
where they will be liberated from the 
dlN.blll~I• and IUJ)pru■lona attendant 
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upon th• lt&t111 of a mlnortty, nen a 
'"tolerat.d" minority; where they wU1 
be able tD defend themaelva q'ainat 
attack and Jive ln pqcholortcal and 
1plrltua1 aecurlty. 

Such la the right sranted to every 
• people In the world, g-reat. and small. 
The Arabs of Paleatlne are pM't of a 
people who constitute the majority in 
nearly every other country they inhabit 
and who enjoy aelt-sovernment In aix 

major 1tatel. At the present time 
fifteen mllllon Arabs enjoy inde
pendence in a territory ,embracins 
1,200,000 square milea. In no country 
are their lives or livelihood endangered; 
in no country have they been extenni
nated, or stripped of their P()UeUfona, 
or robbed of the equal chance, once the 
war la over, to earn their bread. What 
posal ble moraJlty, then, could equate 
their need for Palestine with that of 
the Jews, for hundreds of thousanda of 
whom this little land, 10,000 square 
miles in all, remains the sole hope for 
a future? What sort of internation
alism is It t)wt would grant all people• 
the right of self-determination and 
deny it to the Jews? 

The Jewish Commonwealth concep
tion, as advocated by the Zionist Or
r ntzatiOGs of the world, make.I full 
provision for the rights and interests 
of the non-Jewish communities in Pal• 
estine. To quote an official atatement 
of the Jewish Agency for Palultne: 
"The Jewish Commonwealth will not 
rest content with establishing merely 
formal equality of .atatus, but would 
endeavor to bring abeut a greater 
measure of real equality in education 
and standards of life by social legis
lation and economic development." 
The Jewish Commonwealth propoaal 
aims to secure equality for all citizen,, 
non-Jewish and Jewish allke; it makes 
special provisions for the cultural, relig
ious and communal autonomy of the 
non-Jewish communities. It propose, 
to recognize Arabic u ,an official lan
guage and an Arabic educational sys
tem parallel to the Jewish. 

Appeasement, Not Juatioe, Seen 

No one doubts Or. Magnes' sincerity 
of intention, but the aoundnesa of his 
judgment may well be queationed. Nor 
can It be denied that his views are 
overwhelmingly rejected not only by 
the Jews of Pale.tine but by Jewa 
thro~ghout the world. His parity sur
gestlon solves neither the physical nor 
the moral aspects, ot the Jewish prob
lem. It is characterized by the mark 
of appeasement and not by the quality 
ot justl'ce. 

Bitter experience has taught the 
worl4 that appea.sement is not the way 
to peace. The problem of Palestine 
must have a clear and unequivocal 
solution, and that solution must be an 
honorable fulfillment of the original 
British pledge ot the Balfour Declara
tion and of the international promise 
incorporated in the mandate : without 
prejudice to the rights • of the existing 
non-Jewish inhabitants of Palestine, 
and with full rega.rd to the cultlll't.1 
interests of the non-Jewish comruunitiea 
of Palestine, an opportunity muat be 
given to the Jews to develo,t> in Pal•• 
tine a free and democratic Jewish Com
monwealth. 

STEPHEN S . WISE, 

Chairman, American Zionist Emer
gencr Council. 

JUDITH G. EPSTt:IN, 

President, Hadasaah Women'a Zlonlat 
Organization of Amer.ca. 

Rabbi LEON GELLMAN, 

Chail·man. Mizracbi Organization of 
America. 

DAVID WERTHEIM, 

Secretary, Poale-Zion orcanization. 
ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN, 

President, Zionist Organization of 
America. 

New York, Feb. 23, 11M5. 
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Edgar Mowrer 
On World Affairs 
Ghosfs af San Francisco 

-- ly Ed9ar Aasel Mowrer---

.. • o di • n of Palcttine is expected at the San Fran-
cisco onf . Y t it ,, ill be hard to k p Pal tine from 
being mentioned, for the gho ts of four million murd red 
Jew \\ ill be m attendan , ilent but eloqu nt . 

.1. tan of th . C' four million 
m ight living oday had the f. 
styled hri ian c untne . been 
\\ illin mak a maJor pohc of 
saving th m. But the Chri tian 

atesmen had other ma ter on 
their mind~. 

As a r ult, out o! fi ve and a 
half million J " • 01 non-Ru 1an 
E urope, only about a million and 
a half r main d alive \\ hen the 

er \ J. in rru pted. The 
living r mnant "111 not be of'fi
cially r pr nted at an Fran• 
cisco <or mde d, anyv,h re I eJ . 
But h gho. t "'11l tx- pleading 
for the remna right to get out 
of a rop and find 

he! e d of I. ra 1. 
You po tha Chri -

tian n \Ould now be ager 
t o pro ·ivors of a 
g rou ly failed 
to pr th y are 
not. ,.,,·Ill be 
f in ," united 
b I hat little 

com a 
J 

en-
tat o re-

any, i far l an .inju ti than 
depriving th urviving European 
Jewry of a sanctuary and a horn . 

They will y that Syria, \\ itb 
57,900 squar mil of territory, 
Iraq with 140,000 square mil 
Saudi Arabia wi are 
mile ; Y m n • 
an • 

J 

an 
p • . 
Je plight. 
m r of any numbe 
ju un • d 1mmigra 
into a countrv that h Arab 
for 1 000 v ar " I 
plain' it i • the "Je r at' ' 
that ha largely bro m to-
gether int " Ar 
They w· a t i 
hould gui 
i t on Pa 

th y \\ o l 
for the f t re \Br 

up Pd; Ju t Don't Like Tht>m 
a the 
r 1n 

t 0 
it 

d on; 
ed 
gh 

,T cker 
t V be 

leum, 
f many 

Th 
Thr J will pkad 

that I l r again 
happy t l'r a imi-
1 tc int eco nized 

pl thirown; 
(bl ing uro-

n o to Pat-
tin con titute 

a J ectlth any-
he oth r coun ry 

want inJu u , H 

• • oloni I of'fi • 
at th !at ot 

hard. nha 
i inhabited by Arabs who 

do ntJt like J w . The e 
Arab ( with ceptlon o( an 
I raqi ound (rained from 
attacking Britain during Britain ' 
hour of tri le r ion 
contains v1 commum-
cation a ncl nal both 
of \\hi h h cou

0

ld n-
dang r. 

There ympath tic 
with J ru Britain d 

Jin t a h Pal tine 
down A th Anyway, 
mo t Eu J o not \\ i h 
to go o ti 

Th I 1ticd 
" ill • 
point· a " 
\\.an t . ' do no 
wan t J If " 
off nd ra th oil. 
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Zionists Act to Combat 
Threat of Arab League 

Drafted for 
To UNCIO 

int 
b t 
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but the word "freedom·• for any
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h u hip 

ti to 
It 



New York Post 
JUNI 2. IMI 

• 

I 

Pia~ Speaking 

''His Maje ty's Government view with favour the establish
ment in Palestine or a national home for the Jewish people, and 
will use tbeir best rndeavours to facilitate the achievements o1 this 
object." So ran the Balfour Declaration of 1917. It was a promise 
made to the Jewish people of the world. It is a promise that has not been kept. 

Sim.-e 1917 the great and near.great almost everywhere have 
gone on record as supporting the cause of a Jewish homeland. 
Statesmen have issued impressive pronouncements; political parties 
have written solemn indorsements in their platforms; Congress has passed resolutions. If words could accomplish anything, tlie aspirations o1 the Jewish people would have been fulfilled Jong ago. The democratic world apparently thought words were enough. When it came to deeds, the story was different. In 1944 Great Britain clamped down upon further immigration of Jews into Palestine. The barrier was put up, tragically, just at the very moment the agony o1 the Jews was reaching its climax. Palestine was the logical refuge for the oppressed of Europe. When the gates o1 Palestine were closed, the hopes of countless thousands were extinguished. 

• • • Britain is not alone to blame. It is a blame we must all share. 11 the Christian conscience all these years had been sufficiently aroused to its responsibilities, 11 it had seen that lip service alone to fulfillment of promises was not enough, if it had demanded action through persistent pressure, leaders would not have succumbed to "realistic" politics and to the amoral dictates of imperialism. But instead of demanding that justice prevail, we have tolerated indecency. 

Every historic people has an anchor in the earth somewhere. Let the Frenchman, the Irishman, the Italian, or the Spaniard migrate where he will, hf' can never quite forget the ancestral land which moulded his kind. It is natural and legitimate to take pride in "the old country." Every people has such a symbolic homeland, the center of its age-old culture. Every people, save the Jews. But the memory of wha~ Palestine once meant for this people has never been effaced. It is a memory that has given cheer !llld courage to the downtrodden and persecuted among them. During the J>a:5t generation many have succeeded in returning to the land of their fathers. What they have done in transforming an impoverished country ha~ astou_nded ~e world. Cities have sprung up from barren wastes; mdustr1es thrive; abundant crops grow in former desert lan_d. Both Jew _and Arab have benefited from a high standard of Uvmg hardly thinkable in that region a few decades ago. • • • 
But national_istic:nun~ Arabs are not satisfied. Their opposi• tion to further 1m~1gration of Jews into Palestine has seived as an excuse for putting up th! _bars. The one thing the Arab states seem to agree upon ls hoshhty to a Jewish. national home. And because this is an age when power alone commands res t the visoice of Arabia is Ii tened to, while the voice of a weak ~ority disregarded. 

The great J?<>Wer has never been used. What has been lackin is d
th

e Will1 to give force to the solemn commitments Great Brita~ an ourse ves have made Whil · cate that we act the buii t e dno sensi~le person would advoft Y owar s Arabia, there is a need for berr::~~:1~=~~tl~~ic'fbe legitimate_ ~emands of the Arabs can ple. Admittedly the Proble:eisa g~ave InJusti_ce upon another peoreally want to solve ll no easy, but it can be solved 11 we Though the que tion of Pale ti . 
it is of paramount lmportan s p ne 18 not In ~he h adlines today Europe, but there is no ace~· eac of a kind has come over who have survived the ri or the dlsplaced Jewish populations There is no o ocaust. Where shall thf'y go" mankind. weigh.tier question today Ior the co~ ience of 
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Open Palestine s Door 1 

The problem of the millions of displaced 
persons in Europe, many of th'em Jews, can- 1 
not be ~eparated from that of Palestine and 
the British White'Paper which bars refugees 1 
from Palestine. Now nearly two months 
after the European war ·s end no solution of I 
the Palestinian phase has bee .1 proposed. ' 
Conscientious Americans, like 1-om,:.·ie!1tious 
Britons, have never ceased to protes. the i11- 1! 
justice of the 1939 White Paper, unworthy I 
relic of the Chamberlain government's ef
forts at appeasement. This nation has gone 1 

on record several times backing the Balfour I 
Declaration's pledge of a Jewish homeland I 
in Palestine. Last year Congress was re
strained from passing a resolution calling 
for the re-opening of Palestine to immigra
tion only by direct requests from the highest 
diplomatic and military authorities. And 
although Congress, alm~t -perforce, bowed I 
to these requests indtYi ·1tta l leaders have 
not hesitated to speak u~ ~gainst the White 
PapeJ.'. and to urge the 'l'•se o! this country's 
influence to end it. 

The subject is one which the Big Three 
in their coming meeting can hardly avoid. 

. For the fate of Palestine is inextricably tied 
up with all the complicated Middle East re
lationships. An equitable solution is impor
tant to the peace of the world. President 
Truman is committed by his party's plat
form and also, without doubt, by his own 
convictions to support of a Jewish Com
monwealth in Palestine. He is, of course, 
aware o1 the strong public opinion here 
which condemns the White Paper as an 
abrogation of the Balfour Declaration, 
which will consider its continuance for any 
long period a'f ter the war as • breach of 
faith, and which feels that it is against 
human kindness and mercy to bar the help
leas, homeless and desperate vict.ams of N'azi 
persecution from a ready and welco:~ng 
haven. Mr. Ben Ourion, chainr.an of the 
Jewiah Agency for Palestine, recently ar
rived from Palestine and Lond(ln, tel~ us 
that plans are ready for receivir & a mi lion 
refugees immediately. 

The Arabs have lately shown some dis
position to consider compromise. We know 
that strong public sentiment in Great Brit
ain, &hared, one has every reaso1' to bel1.eve, 
by Prime Minister Churchill, ravors the 
opening of Palestine's doors and the fl: um
ment of the pledge made by the great Allied 
nations and accepted by Arab leaders after 
the last war. The time would seem to be 
right to exert full United States influence 
in behalf of a new settlement to 1Upersede 
the 1939 White Paper. 
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Ed91r Mowrer 
On World Affairs 

Savin g Jews 
Or Appeasing Arabs 

• --- By Edgar Ansel Mowrer - • • • • Americans shall have to ~1a~e 
The time is near ,, hen " .e Either we intend to m l ·t 

up our mi~ds about Pale t1?e. ominantly Jewi h Commonthat Pale tme. become afofi~~i the pro-Arab clique of the 
wealth or we mte~d to . ·h ha.nrl of the Je,, • 
B ··r ~h Colonial Office and "a. our 

. l l I 
Mab ropagandiSJ are trying to - Uooff; • 'llyth 

If Palest ine had ~en ~pen. to , r p Amertcan judgment by 
unrestrictC'd Jewi h imm1grallon \\a~Jng out f~iry tale - calculat~ 
between 1935 and 1939, about oi:e ~the'-' hope-to di may Amert-

illl n more European Jc,, s J z· . t 11; 1~ be alh-e today. By the time can _pro- 10m . ~t~u 1 •azi murder factories were The fi rst ~f the e Arabian 
flnallv clo ed down by Zhukov and • •ights' entertainment run : We 

Eisenhower only about one and a half of Europe' former five and Americans should be ?rateful to 
hall milhon Jew were left the Arabs for the help m the war. 

!1i\ e 
This is a glorious whopper. 

Of. thec-e, at lea ! one million .. _.inety p r cent of the Pales-
do not wi h to remain wh<'re they tm1an Arabs followed thf: Gr~d 
,, ere the r.iw material for any- Mufti of Jerusalem, HadJi Amm 
body;s ne•v homicidal indu. ti y. el-Hu. <'ini, \\ho fomen_ted the 
'rhev want o get out. I raqu1 pro-Ax1 revolt tn 1941, 

They haw no placr to go exc pt and !inaUy (~uly 4, 1912) Cet(eal-
Pal('Stine. 

ed his views in a 1 tter to Aclolt 
Unhapplly, the Briti. h n:a ters Hitler, of which here are the key 

ot Pale tine will not let m any sentence : large number or Jew~. Ever "Permit me, Fuehrer, to trans-
since the la t war the Briti h mit to you th sincere joy of the 
have bern appea ing the Arab of Arabian people and my own be t 
the Mtddlf:- Ea. t in an effort o congratulations for the victory of 
make them the docile instru- the Ax· alliance in ·orth Afriea 
men s of BritLh im erial policy. . . . The Arabian people wm A Re onable Drmand 

P,1cture que Arah potentates and cunning feuclal landlo1d. are afrai oi the modernizing influence of a Jev. Lh Pale. ine. Therefore the Briti ·h Colonial Office lends a den! ear to American pleas to let in the J<'w · unle.- , of course, the Arnet ican admini • tration i ,, illing to ~hne the Pale tinian tru. teeship. In o her word:·, the Bri ti. h a1 e saying: 
' '\-\'e con tc!Pr it dannerou. to affront the .A1ab· by impoing a Jrwi h Pale 1111 upon them. Hut l1 you in i t, then )ou mu t hare re ·ponsibility for that country' p('ace and protection." This i -in my Judgment a very rea onable demand. British eagrrn : for Am tican aupport ought no , however, o b complicat d by mi lrading p1opa 0 anda. Today Briti. h and 

continue to fight on your side to the final victory against the common enemy." 

'l he .t.gypuan government refu ed to fulfill the Anglo-Eg) P· tian treaty and declare war on the Axi . 
The government of the Yemen permitted Italians to remain and con pire long after the war startd. The Iraqui leaders fought on the side of our enemie . The Syrian • and L banese fir t gave us little or no help, then helped Vichy. Tran jordania and Saudi Arabia were coolly neutral. On the other hand, the Pale tinl:m Je,,s have a fine a war record as any Unit d ation. The second fairy tale depict a monolithie bloc of Arab peoples animated by a common P<>litical will. Stu<1 nts of the Middle East label this a bad joke. In reality, the mod"rn Arab. are a group of undemo :1 ahc peopl s united by a rommon deshe to get rid or all 1,on-Arab influence . 

he'-· an: 
un every oth r coun t .. united at all. B<'l\\ en Bed~:n, and city dwellers ya\, ns an abvss. The two . Io 1 m ect , Shia and Sunni, do not rn_llab_ . t ate. The Chnsitan Arabs h,·e m fear of elimmat1on. 

"Arab" Iraq i one-third . Jn. habited b • co ti ually relx>lhou. Kurds. bne sturdy rebel, Ah fustafa is in r rnlt no,.,,·. The Egypti~s consid r them ehes Arabs ., hen it s~it _ them. . For sneer imagination, the third tale outdoes even inbad the Sailor. Arab hatred o~ the J e~, -the propagandists wh1 per-1 . o relentless that to protect Pale tm against the Arab League not _I s than a half million Amertcan troops would have to be permanently stationed in that country. Wow. 
In sober truth, the mod rn Arabs represent no military strenct)1 whatsoever. Either they won't tand, or they cannot. The present 600,000 Jews could hold hold tlaelr own again t thr e to ftve tbnes the numb r of Arab <>Me the U. . made up its mind that Palestine was to be Jewish. one American motoriz d dM ion and a few bomber would permit filling Palestine ,, ith Jews with none of that civil di · order President T1 uman ha be n mi ·Jed into fearing. 
nquestionably, Zionism does involve some lnjustice to the Arabs of Palestine. It involv s no inJuatke to- it i ind<>ed no bu.s of- the oth r • lo lem • peop1 \\·ho do not begin to P<>Plllate the broad land they po "· On the o Yi r hand failure to provide a home in Pal<' . ti for the remaining Eu1op an J invol an inju tic a hun. dr times a great to a ci\·il-iu:d-p,-ople whom ,, Occid nt Is cabb)y allowect Hit! r to m,1 -ere. 

:Pre AIUanc,. Jnr .) 
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IN THE NAME OF IIIJMANITY • • Christian 
1eadem joined members of the Jewish faith 1n a gigantle 
rally at Madi on Squ:?re Garden to demand action now 

by Great Britain to redeem its declared piedge to estab
Jish a Jewish state in Palestine. More than 25,000 
jammed the huge arena while another 45,000 stood in the 

streets to demonstrate their sympathy with the plight of 
the Jews in Europe. Distinguished speakers induded 
Gov, Thomas E. Dewey, Mayor LaGuardia, Dr. Stephen I 

S. Wise, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver and Dr. Daniel A. Poling. 
All received ovations, r11e1e ., Ar.•-. 

New York J ournal-.Amcric111, • Mon . Oct. 1. 1945- J t 

DEWEY BACKS PLEA 
FOR JEWISH STATE 
AT BIG RALLY HERE 

Old Pledges Should Be Kept, 
Free Immigration Allowed 
at Once, He Tells Throng 

BRITISH STAND IS ASSAILED 

Menage to Attlee Demands He 
'Open the Gates'-Mayor 

Wants U. S. to Act 

~ Unrutrtcted Immigration Into 
N•tlne and the Immediate ealab
llahment or a Jewlah common
wealth were ur1ed by Governor 
Dewey and other 1peaker1 laat 

night before a. ca.pa.city a.udlence 
in Ma.dl1on Square Garden, and an 
overflow qov•d that jammed West 
Forty-ninth Street and listened to 
the addresses broadcast through 
several large amplifiera. 

The Governor declared the Jews 
were entitled to the fundamental 
rights of tree men, a home of their 
own, In a. land where they could 
live aa free and equal men and 
women. "That place is Palestine, 
their homeland," he added. 

Mayor La Guardia, In an unex
pected appeanince, brought Jong 
rounds ot applause when he de
clared tha.t President Truman and 
the State Department 11hould in
sist that Grea.t Britain keep her 
pledges regarding Palestine, and 
that Immediate action was neces-
11 ry to l!Olve the problem o( the 
Jews In Europe. 

Wants 100,000 Admitted to U. S. 

He suggested that Great Britain 
act at once to let at least 100,000 
enter Palestine and that at least 
a!I many should be admitted to the 
United States. 

"The time for talk has passed," 

he aaid. "Now 11 the time to act.' 
The demoni.tratlon, sponsored 

by the American Zioni11t Eme1·
gency Council, of which Rabbi 
Abila Hillel Silver· and Rabbi Ste
phen S. Wise are joint chairmen, 
wa, a protest against the 1·e• 

rt that the Britil,h White Paper 
policy would be continued In Pales
tine. 

Doors to the Garden Were opened 
at 4 :30 P. M., although the meet
ing was not scheduled to begin un
til 8 o'clock, and within two hours 
every seat had been taken. Tho~e 
who came later were directed into 
West Forty-ninth Street. By tht 
time the meeting 11tartcd, the 
crowd jammed the street 11nd sid . 
walks almost to Ninth Avenue. 
The thirty policemen and five 
mounted olticers had difCiculty in 
keepinl' Fiftieth Street clear, but 
there wa.111 no dlaorder. 

V Dewey tressea Urrency 
Governor Dewey, emphasizing 

that this and other countries were 
beaet with Internal and external 
difficulties calling for the best In 
leadership, aaid: 

"But none of them Is an excuae 
tor leaving unrelieved the greatest 

New York Times - October 1, 1945 

human tragedy ot this war, the 
plight of the first victims ol Nazi 
terror, who stilJ, five months after 
the fall of Gumany, remain vie· 
tims. There ls no other problem 
which calla in such clarion tones 
for the sympathetic and effective 
action of an aroused community. 

"These people ask simply for the 
right to have a home of their owp. 
That home ,1·a~ r>romlsed them a 
quarter of a <'C11tury ago by the 
nations of th;, ,,·orld. I can under• 
Rtand no lcg1li,nate reason for its 
continued den,al. I cannot believe 
that the B1 ,tish r,<'ople or the 
American r,eople or the other peo· 
plea of good-will in the world ~ill 
remain deaf to the clies or these 
suffering hundreds uf thousands. 
Since their volce11 cannot be heerd. 
it ls our privilege and our duty to 
make sure ·that at this mighlY 
meeting we voice their pleas in 
clear and unmistakable terms. 

"Whatever the arguments which 
might.properly have been advanced 
during the war to Justify the con• 
tinuatlon of the exclusion policy 
from Palestine those argument~ 
no longer apply. All I have said 
repeatedly, the homelesR and per· 
~ecuted Jews of Europe are entitled 
to life and dignity and the rig-ht of 
self-determination. They are en· 
titled to Jive free of the fetters or 
persecution. They are entitled to 
live away from st'enes haunted b~· 

memories of loot. torture and mur
der. They are entitled to the funda• 
mental rights of free men, a home 
of their own, In a land where they 
can live as free, equal men and 
women. 

"There is one place they can call 
their own- their very own- and to 
Which they should be entitled to go 
&e their right, to live ln peace and 
security, to develop their genius
to be free Corever from all the hor
rors of the dreadful past. The.t 
Place is Palestine, the homele.nd ." 

After r<'calling the work alrt>ady 
done ln Palestine to make It a 
homeland, the Governor nid: 
. "The rights of the Jewish people 
•n Palestine are not a local prob· 
lem. Tht>se righh have wide his
toric human e.nd political implica
ltons, as we have learned at such 
bitter cost. The attitude of nations 
to the problem of minori.ties Is a 
touchstone to their approach to 
other and wider problems. Unle~,. 
a societv bases itself on a sincere 
acknowied1ment of Its responsi· 
bilitles to th e weak as well as to 
the strong, It w1II , in the inexora 
ble process of the passage o! lime. 
perish. 

"What Is needed today I~ nc,t 
mere sympathy.' What ,s needed 
lOday Is a ction. We havt> a rlgl11 

to ask- we ha,·e a right to m isl 
a~ ~·e do herP tonight that thes~ 
Vtrltn1s oC Nazi oppression be gl\·tn 

nut pity. not words, but justice by 
action. They are entitled to insist 
and we Insist on their !>ehalC that 
~olemn International covenant,. 
~hall be respected and carried out. 

•·our own Goverl'\lllent and peo
ple are deeply involved. It \\ as thr 
common victory of ourselves and 
our allies 1n World War I which 
made possible the British Mandate 
of Palestine- whit'h made possible 
that mandate expressly granted for 
the purpose of promoting the dP• 
velopmt>n• of a Jewish homeland. 
It ".1~ IC• that ,· '. ctor.Y, incidentally. 
that the indrp .. ndent Arab states 
\\'ere also obltgated tor their crea
tion. The text of the Palestine 
Mandate is incorporated in the con
vention between our country and 
Great Britain. It ha11 been con
firmed by every President 11ince 
1920. and both our great political 
parties are publicly committed t o 
bring it to fruition." 

Dr. Daniel A. Poling, pre■ldent 
of the World Christian Endeavor 
Union, ~aid that pledges made 
by Gre11t Britain lo the Jews 
~hould be kept: that the British 
Labor Go\'ernment invited a majo, 
tragPdy by fa illng to redeem it~ 
campaign promise of last Ma~•. 

"The adminil1trat1on o( Pale~
tine as a ,Tew1sh state would insllrP 
to Arab, Christian and Jew alik~ 
religious frpedom and all otht>r 
freedoms of a truly llemo rati• 

go"ernment," ht declared. 
Rabbi Silver called on Prime 

Minister Attlee to open the doon 
or Pale11tine to Jew, and u rged 
President Truman to continue his 
efforts for unrestricted lmmlgr11-
tion and Jewish cotonii.ation in 
PaleRtine. 

Commenting on the activities of 

those Jews who oppose eatabllsh
ment of Palpstine as a Jewish 
state, Rabbi Silver said : ' 'Thf.V 
speak for an insignificant number 
of our people, tho11e who are afraid 
Jest the establi11hment of a Jewish 
state will endanger their own com
fortable existence here." 

He added that the American peo
ple had given evidence in many 
wa:va that it approved lhe reconsti
tution of the Jewish common
wealth. He said the Jewish people 
were striving to achieve only that 
which every other people on the 
fac-e ot the earth possess- a coun
try and a homeland. 

Ea<'h tlnte Rabbi Stiver men
tioned that thtre was opposition to 
the proposal to establi~h a Jewish 
stale in Palei;tlne, the audience 
hissed and booed. "Tm: N EW 
YORK TIMES 111 opposed to the es
tablishment of a Jewish state," 
Rabbi ilver uld, and the audience 
manifested disapproval with cal
c- an~ end h1ssc11. 

Rab"bl Wlae said there coulo• be 
no justice to the Jew from Britain 
unless it reached the decision that 
there be established the Jewlah 
state or Palestine. He urged also 
the admission or Palestine to the 
United Nations Organii:atlon u a 
Jewish 11t11te. 

Henry Monsky. co-chairman ol 
the interim committee or the 
American Jewish Conference, pre• 
sided. 

Great Britain'~ polic;v of ten1po• 
rary extension of limited Jewish 
Immigration of l,~00 a month waa 
assailed by mo.,t or t he spu.ker• 
as an unsatisfactory stopgap. A 
cablegram to Prime lltimster Cle
ment Attlee demanding that Great 
Britain "fulfill the letter and the 
spirit of the solemn pledges given 
to the Jewish people, that It open 
the gate1 to !r~e. unreatrictei 
Jrwish Immigration and th&t It 
announce an inmediate deciaion to 
e~tablish Pale~tine as a Jewillh 
commonwealth" was authorized 
In a resolution adopted by the 
meeting. 

Also authorized was a telegr&m. 
to President Truman expreaalnf 
appreciation for hia efforts In be
llalt of the Jews In Germany and 
Austria and apprising him of the 
sentiment expreseed for the Imme• 
dlate establiahment of Pateatine u 
a Jewish state. 
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Giant Zionist Rally Blames Britain for Jewish Deaths 
D e ,, ('\' E~hort 
Britain to Open 
Pale ·tine '" o"·' 
Ritl Labor Part, Rt'clt'em 

Pled~e to Je" ~ • 50 000 
Flod,. to Gardt-n Rnlly 

Gov.rno1 1 hom~ E. DI' l'Y, ad
drt ~in a cllt<'nn cro" o or 
m l"I' than 21 000 ptr on~ at a 
Z1on1 L rally m l\lad1~on quart' 

, rden. c lltd 1 L nii;hL for the 
lrtc m::hl or Je 1sh 1mm1 ration 
into Pall' tme and for its estab
h. hmenL "no11 .'' An t ttmated 
2 .000 mo1 e out 1de the Garden 
heard the Gohrnor, by mean of 
loud- Pl'llkCI . 

Ur1:m1t the Bnll~h Labor pai-t~ 
t I Pd cm.. .i. pJed11e mad before It 
t Im into po 11. tr. Lhe O0\'l'l'll0l 
d dared that hundreds or thou
,. rnd... of Jr11. a1c till living m 
•am and de. perauon m Europl' 
and thc1t r-time rgumcnts ror 
txc udm them from their n • 
tional homeland no longer exist. 

"The con citnce ot c1vlhzation 
mu t find expression," he said. "It 
can "'a1t no longer." 

The Govemor was the featured 
1peoaker at a demon tratlon spon
l!Ored by the Amencan Zionist 
Emergency Council and called as 

protest ag m t reports lhat. the 
Brit h White P per policy would 
cont muc to bar Jews from Pale -
tmt. or the :ll 000 In the Garden. 
2 000 1·c1e standing. Police. who 
b I red the door an hour bdore II 
lit nrd. e t1mated the crowd on 
El hlh Altnut and Forty-ninth 
and F1ft1,th Streetl! at 25,000 lo 
40.000. 

Mayor Get OnUon 
. h yor F . H. La Guardia madr an 

uncheduled appeuance after the 
Governor and rece111ed almost as 
,:rut an ouhon. He told thr 
dtmonstrators 1t would be "ver 
u y" for the Big Four lo settle 
tht Pale tme s1luatlon. 

The demo tratlon follo~·ed by 
a day President Trnman's d1sclos
mr that he had appealed to I.he 
B ritish go, rnment to open Pales
tine to such or Europe' dJ placed 
persons as wish to 110 there. 

Oovemor Dewey did not men
tion b name the Balfow· Declara
tion of 1917, indorsed by th1• 
United States and other nations. 
on which Zionists base their claim 
f • British support of a Jew1sh 
homeland In Palestine. But he 1e
mlnded Prime Minister Clement 
A tlee th t the Labor party last 
fa • had u1·g d the reopenmg of 

the coun 1·l to Jew:,, and c111lrd for 
"L,1r red mptlon of tlus and all the 

~-.,,..r=;,:~"""'i!ll'l'llT a r pl eat es. -
We call tor actlon in accordance 

• 1th our ow.n t!'lldtttonl of jUstlre 
and hWDllftl\Y.'' be added. "We 

It OD behalf of the SUl IIIVOl°l' 
azi ~rror who still live In 

_,,.W'!~~:.:':. We call out In thtk nam" 
that they m\llt not be left to di~ 
ill c...-. We say that those ouj.
.._ U.. eampa must not 'be forced 
lo nmillll In an a tmOIJ)bere 'POia
~ - the memory of unbellev

borrors and the all•per11aslve 
th or years on ant1-Se

propaganda.'' 
aecalll Owa Prophec 

5 id, ··•t Is clear that m all hi tory 
there ha . never b en a more skill
tu Y de51gned and cold-blooded 
effort lo laughl«-r an entire Peo
ple. tore than 6.000,000 Jews 
llvrd on the Continent of Europe 
;ut Ide o! Russia before the \\'ar. 

oday le than 2.000,000 survive 
IL Is the mo t tragic chapter of 
sh~e1· brutality in history, . . . 

·civill:i;ed humanity has scarcely 
Yet grasped the horror or the mur
drr or 4.000,000 helpless people 

or has the conscience of man-
k111d yet been runy aroused to the 
meaning or that rnghlful cnme. 

"If there had b en full 1·eahza
t1on. 1t 11. possible that the door& 
of Palestine ~·ould not hl\\e been 
i:lo,ed to lht' hunted JC\\'l~h People 
or Eu1•op m thr hour of then· bl t 
trrl' t need lt 1s Pos:,1ble that mil
lion TIO\\' dead might ~Lill be 1111-
11\~ ;!'hat UllbC'11e1 abl!' traitrdv I\ 11l 
t:1nd out a, a mark a ~ainsl our 

ci11hzat1on of the twt>nlleth cen
tury for years to come.' 

Commenting that Paleslme·s re• 
cent economic development actu
ally ha benrfllcd Its Arab POPUia
tion and that our own government 
i, deeply obltgated In promises for 
development or a Jr11·1 h homl'
land. hi' declared that the np:hl:. 
or the Je111sh prople "ha1·e wldr 
hi tone nd human implications.' 

I.The allltude of nations lo the 
problem of mmonlle:. 1s a touch
stone to then· approach Lo other 
and wider problrm ." he said . ''Un• 
less a society bases itself on a sm
cert acknowledgment of its respon
s1billL1es Lu m e 11 eak. as well as to 
the strong, 1t will, m the Inexorable 
process or the passage of time. 
perish.'' 

Mayor La Guardi11 ailing aL
tention to President 'ft uman s n
quesl that Britain grant rert1flca tes 
for 100,000 European Jews lo enter 
PaJe:,line. sugi;cstcrt that the 
United State offer to recei\·e 
another 100.000. 

"We mw;t makr 1t ,·ery clN1r lo 
the President." Ule Mayor added. 
"that we expect the fulfillmen t 01 
pledges. We can·t addre the 
British pcopie dit ectly, but we can 
dll'ect our pleas to the President. 
and we will hold him responsible.'' 

Says Delay Doomed 6.000.000 
Dr. Abba H. Silver, JOmL rhair

man \\Ith Dr. Stephen S. Wise of 
the American Zioni~t Emergency 
Council, told the meetmg that 
··because a political decision "·as 
delayed in the days before the 
war, 6,000.000 of our people per
ished during the war." He urged 
former Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill to go to the support or 
the Zlom~t mo1·emenl. and , while 
praising President Truman's ac
t10n as " the first. forthright. act 
by a Chi f Executive of ou1· country 
m many years." added that the 
J ewish problem is not a refugee 
f'~Ql)lPm b.nt 1>mbl.e of .. a.
Uonal homelessness." 

Dr. Wlae declared that "justice 
to the Jew does not mean a Jewiah 
chetto In an arid empire-th• o.., 
status for a free and 1r1·eat people 
is the status of stal.ehood." And 
the Rev. Dr. Daniel A. PoliDC, edi
tor of "The Christian H 
minister of the Baptilt 
.Philadelphia. said that 
tratlon of Palestine 
state "l\'OUJd lnsurr t 
tian and Jew alik 
dom and all the 
a truly democr 

By ,, I,\ IN ROSENFEl,D 
Th!' rampai~n Ior a free Jl'w

ish s1 ,11c- in Palestine slc-ppc-d up 
t o~l ,1~ .. inspired by a giant rally 
1H wh1l'h _B1_'ilai n's policy o[ dras, 
t 1r I P'>l 11ct1ons on Immigration 
to t_hr I loly Land was ('onckmncl.l 
a ,; in1p1•11alhtlc <111d inhuman!'. 

. 1 h<' mass m<'<'ling, a nnounced 
s1, days ago when Britain re
vt al!'cl . h~r d!'cision not ,o open. 
l al!'sllll(' s doors lo hOm!'less, dCS· 
titlll!' J!'1,·s. brought throng to 
~ ;irt1so11 Square Garden last 
nig-111. 

Whll!' an overflow crowd or 
45,000 :islt•nl'd through amplifiers 
in btockc::1-olT streets, 22,000 peo• 
J>lc• in lhe packed Gardc-n solemn
ly c·ha ntc-d in unison a drmaml 
that Paic·stinl' 1w "op('nc-d wid.:
to fl ' ('(' Jewish immi~ration." 

Whil,• "w<' waileu patiently for 
th!' lu lfl llmcnt of Crcat Britain s 
pkdl!l' to the .Tewh,h peopl.:- ·• 
th,') ·aid, "six million Jews w<'ie 
killed In Europe. 'The British ROV· 
<'rnmc-nt b<'ars a great share of 
th!' I <'Sponslbilily fo r th Jewish 
tragc-cly in Europe." 

"Our patience Is at an end,'' 
th<' hug,• auclience said in on<' 
voic-l'. '·\\'{' shall not rontinuc to 
suffer Briti h injustic<' slknlly.'' 
They l'l'ad from printed postcarrls 
which 11 er!' thPn ~ignc-d and 
m.iill'd to Ambass;idor Jlalif:ix. 
A ) Johlli1.atlon Call 

T ht•• r pledge was an answer to 
the· ·a ll ll-'-th'd at tnc rally by Dr. 
Abha H1llct Silv!'r. co-chairman 
of th!' American Zionist Erner· 
gency oundl, for " total mobili1:ll• 
l ion" o[ 11·orld JC\HY In the fight 
! or Pales linP. 

"F rom here on," hr said. "rvcry 
)ol'al Jew twcomcs a soldiPr in 
th·r Anny oC .Tewish libPration." 

At the rally, spon orcd by the 
E m <' r g c n c y Council, speaker 
after sp<'akl'r dem,indcd ·1atc 
Drr>t. inter11rn tion and rccallrd 
Bntain·~ unr('decmcd promises to 
th!' Jl'W. 

Mayot· La(; uarclia declared that 
Britain fi rs t promlsrd to estab• 

OoverllGI' recalled that 
aenn years a,o, befpre the out
break of war. be ~ad risked tht 
role of prophet ID •yin that the 
outraaea againlll. •·s in Germany 
and Austria bore "the unmistak
able earmarlts Cl/I an or anl.:ed plol 

H,m·y Mo 
co-chairman 
mlttee o! tbe lean Jewish 
Conference. presided and read a 
cable to Prime MinJater Attlee and 
i-te(l'llDIII to President Trnman 
and Lord Halifax, BriUlh Ambas
. ador. settm1 fortb &be Zionist po 
sition and ulEllls lmmediat, 
acuon. 

IO wipe out tbe ·ish people." 
"Today, u look back.'' he 
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Dewey Demands 
Jews Be Admitted 
To Palestine Now 

La Guardia and Others 
Assail Brit ish Policy 
At Mass Meet ing 
Citlll,f the deaperata pli1ht of 

hun1reds ot thousands of Jews 
st.Ill in Europe. Gov. O.,,ey 1W 
night ur1ed unrestrlClillllll!JPOU'U&
tloo into Palestine a• e est.ab• 
Jlshment ot a Jewish common
wealth IJDmediat.el:,. 

The Oc111eroor stated before 21,-
000 UI Madison Square Garden 
and an overflow crowd estimated 
at more than 2&,000 which heard 
him th.rou1h loudspeakers that 
Jews were entitled to a homeland 
of thPlr own where they could Jive 
as free and equal men and women. 
That place was Palestine, he said. 

Mayor La Guardia saftl Great 
Britain should let. at least 100.000 
Jews enter Palesttn, tmmedlaLely, 

and that the sa111e number should 
a l. o be allowed to enter this 
country. 

Protesl Over White Paper. 
The meetlnir was sponsored by 

the American Zionist Bmergency 
Council as a protest a,alnst the 
report that the British White Pa
per policy as re1ard1 Palestine 
would continue. 

Oov. Dewey said that the United 
States was deeply tnYOlved in 
promises for developmen t of a 
Jewish homeland. and called for 
"not pity, not words. but justice 
by action." 

The Mayor called on President 
Truman and the Sta~ Depa~t
ment to Insist that. Great Brita!~ 
keep her pledges re1ardln1r Pales
tine, and Insisted that in,medlate 
action was necessary to solve the 
problem of the Jews In Europe. 

Prewar Dela, Condem .... 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, joint 

chairman of the American Zionist 
Emergency Councn, adcll'Using the 
British Prime Minister. asserted 
that "British bayonets will not. bar 
the way or our survivors." 

He aid that "because a polit
jcal decision was delayed In the 
days before the war 6,000,000 of 
our people perished during the 
war." 

Dr. Daniel A. Poling', editor or 
the Christian Herald, also spoke. 

lish a Jewish ommonwealth 21! 
years ago, whilr Gov. Dc-we)'. and 
!Several oth<'r speakers pointl'd 
out the B1iti ·h Labor Part~ • 
1.hortly l,!'fore ii won, powe1·. 
adop1rd a rC'solulion saying: 

1)1•\\ ••.v anti J'oling Sf){'ak the Iallu1·e to keep th<' pledl!'I' 
mad!' in the Balfou r Declaration, 
"which failure has already cost 
th lives of hundreds of thou
sands of Jews, now threatens the 
lives o! yet other tens of thou• 
sands." "Tl c•re is surrly nrlthe r hopr 

nor n11'ani ng in a 'J I' wish 
Nal ional ! Jome' unll'ss Wl' arr 
p1cp,nl'cl to let Jews, i! t hl'Y 
w i,;h, ('Iller this tiny land in such 
numhl•1·s as io b<>come a ma• 
iorily. Therl' 1, as a strong case 
for thi , before the war. Thl'rl' is 
a n ;rr<'sistibll• case now. ar1er 
th<' unspeakable atrociti<'S o[ the 
t·olrl and calcu lal d Nazi pl<1n to 
J.. 111 a ll Jews in Europe." 

"W<' call tonight for th re• 
d1·mption of this ancl all the 
similar pl!'dg-es," Df'w y said, 
' 'Thl' consci!'nce of civilization 
mus t find f'xpr<'ssion. It can wait' 
no longc-r.' ' 

Mayor LaGuardia d mand<'d 
that the Slalt· I ept. make "sonw 
d1~play or ~t,tl<'sman hip and nol 
o[ schmoo1. t talk)" on the Zionist 
p rnbl<'m and also warned I hat "111• 
will hold th P rPsidc-nt of th,• U.S. 
1·t•,pom,ihlp'' if the gates or Paks
tlne ar!' not open d. 

Dr. Daniel A. Poling, editor of 
the Christian Herald and Nl'\I' 
York Post columnist, warned that 

Although the rally was schl'U· 
uled to start al 8 p. m., the audl
<'nce began arriving before 5, tt1c
auditorium was lilied by 6:30 and 
•he meeting was under way at 
7:30, while thousands of people 
tried vainly to eain entrance. 

Both 49111 and 50th Sis. w1·rr so 
r1 (lWrln,. ll v,as imposs1hl<• ,,, l'l' I· 
1hroui:-h. 

TJDS OVERHEAD view show, some or the 22,000 persons who jammed Madison Square Garden last 
nip& to demand that England make good her pledges for unrestricted Jewish lmmlgntlon Into Pales
tine, The rall,v w11ii sponsored by American Zionist EmerKene, Council. St.or) on Page 15. 
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22,000 at Garden 
Rally Hear Dewey 
Ask Open Palestine 

Wtartime argurnent.s for exclusion of Jews from Pale
stine no longer hold good, Gov. Dewey declared last 
night in calling on the British Labor Government t o 1· deem 
its pre-election pledge and remove White Paper restric-
tions barring J ewish immigration to th e Holy Land. 

Addr~ssing a l:lulemu allll vu1·pv:.~ rut ~' u 11 ,1 v r zn,oO'O 
who thronged Madison Square Gard n to . protel<l the 
British limitation, Dewey charged that the independent 

Mayor LaGuardia raps Lord l Admit Jewish Po!esf!ne to Un ite~ 
Halilox on "heping worJ" in Nations O rgan,zat,on, Rabb 1 

Garden sp~ed,. Wise urges at big rally: 
(Mirror Pboto) , M ono, i hoto ) 

ATab states which oppose "t~is ~acred right'. ' of th Jewish 
people were denying the prmc1p_les on wh1c~ the. e ;" 1:ab 
states were founded at the exp1ration of YI orld \\ a1 J. 

In addition to the 20,000 in the 
Garden an additional 2,000 out
side on 49th St. heard the ad• 
dresses over a loudspeaker sys• 
tern. The crowd was ord<'rly and 
quiet. Those unable to gain .ad
mission to the Garden accepted 
the situation philosophically, and 
remained to hrar the last ,1 01d 
of the last spea ke t'. 

II' arnUlfl tu H •llln:~ 

The meeting dispatched me!-· 
sages to Prei:idc-nt 'l ruroan and 
Lord Halifax, Britis h Amba?-sa
dor, complimenting the former 
for his "recent acts in b<'h.tH or 
the suffering Je,1 s of Europe" 
and warning the latter that the 
Jews "will not continue to !>Uffer 
British injusticl Sill'n t_ly." .The 
meeting in formed Hair fax the 
Br iti h Covt•rnme nt brars a grral 
share of the l'C'Sp~n~ibility f~." lhC 
J ewis h traged,- 111 Emope. 

A cable ,1 11s sent lo British 
P rime Minister Attlee from lh<' 
Carden, rem111ding him that t~e 
Jews oC t he \I orld had cont nb 
uted materially to the victoi ~: 
which saved Britain f1 O;l1 Na zi 
domination and' expn•ssmg th" 
meeting's "d<'rpe!-t pro1es_t and 
indlgnat ion at the con I mum~ 
policy of cruelly a nd betra}al dis• 
played by your Covernr:nent 
towards the Jewish national 
home.'• The message called on 
Attlee to "open !he gates of, Pal
estine to free and unrcSlricted 
Jewish immigration" an~ "estab
lish Palestine as a Jewish Com• 
monwcalth." 

Drwcy told the Garden audi• 
ence that conlrary to British and 
Arab propa~anda, Pal!'stine's eco
nomic d , ·clopmc-nt has not been 
at the ell.pens <' of the Arabs. 

"On the contrary," he said, 
"the Arahs havr inrrcasrd in 
nu111h('t·1, whilP thrlr i.tumlanls 

uf living, education and health 
have ,:reatly lmpro\'ed in the e 
last 2.> years. 

"We call for the free right or 
Immigration l n to Palestine 
and for its est1tblishment now. 
The con<;clence of civilization 
must lincl expresion.'' 

The (;overnor drclared "our 
own govern ment and people" are 
deeply lnvolv d. 

Another spea ker a t the. meet• 
ing, which was ~m~cr auspices of 
the Amer ican Z1on1st Emergency 
Council, was Dr. Dani~! A._ ~ol• 
ing, editor of the. Chnsl!an 
Herald.'' He said Jailurc to 1m• 
plement 'the B _a l f our pledge 
threatens the llves of tens of 
thousands of Jews. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, joint 
chairman or the Zionis t Emerg
ency Council. a p()<'aled to !ormer 
Prime Minister ·Churchill to 
"speak up" as a "ml'mber o f t~e 
opposition" and make goo,\ his 
lee!. ration o f 1939 wn<'n he d_e 

c r ied the Whit!' ~aper as "a pla in 
breach oI trust. 

1ayor LaGuardia. 11 ho a r ri\·c-ct 
,it the meet ing- w ward the nd, 
l'aid : . d 

''! would liki- to rl'n1111 my 
good frirnd Loni H:illfa~, ~,-ho 
mad<' 8 speerh to the Amt'.rl<'an 
people lndiratinir he wanted to 
borrow some mon<'Y for his 
goveritml'nt , thal the he t ,,·ay 
to eslahll~h aedlt Is to con· 
vlncc people that the . bo~row~r 
know how to kN'P Ins "ord. 
Rabbi Stephen $. Wis~ of the 

F ree Synagogue , ~h? 1s joint 
chairman of the Zionis t .. _Em~r~; 
ency Council. s aid that Ju_s~.1cc 
ro the Jews mc-a ~s !lot only rer-
fcate · of adm1ss1on to Pales· 11
. 

1 • .. b"ut the adnilssion of Pales
::~~• to the United Nationi. Organ
ization as a Jewish State. 

" .\ttle,- a C'hambcrlaln?" 
Insi<'<'. tllc- Carden was ueco

:'dted l'ilh militant s logans, !:,UC'h 
11~ "Is All it,e Another hamber
l,lin ?" "h Britain Pla11nlng An 
other Munich?" "No American 
.\1d fOI' 81 i'!Sh Betrayal," "When 
Will th!' War ill' Over f01· the 
Jc-wi h Peoplr? Aren't 6,000,000 
J pwish I.J a ll Enough?" 

Two hu).!r photogra phs hung 
~, om lhc- l..tllcrs. OnP showc-cl a 
g , oup 01 J ws in a concentration 
cam11, the:1c fact's gaunt, their 
<'Y<'S haunting. Th<' other showed 
;1 group of !-mll ing, heal thy Jew
ish p1011c-!'rs in Palestin<'. 

The> audience was, for the mo'<t 
part , solemn and !it rn. Bui it 
hissed and booed whC'n m nt ion 
11as made of the "few high• 
pl;,iccd, shell-shock d Jews" who 
oppose Zionism. And il cheered 
mention of President Trum.tn 
and of J c"{ish hopes in Palestine. 
\Vi!;C Prab;es Truman 

Rabbi Stephm S. Wise. co
chairman with Rabbi Silvl' r, 
praised Mr. Truman's r('quc-st 
that the Bri tish grant th<' Jc-w~ 
l OC,000 entry certificates into Pal
estine, but s~rcsscd that this was 
jus, a " firs t st!'p •· 

He said thal , aft l•r a meeting 
with Mr. T ruman Saturday, he 
was ";101 ll'ithout hope." And 
Wise, at 70 lhe g-rand old man o[ 
AmC'ncan Zionism, brought the 
audienc-1' to ils fe<'I when he said: 
"I shall !ill!' to s C lhC' establish
ment of a Jewish Nalional Home." 

M!'ssag<'s 11 C'r<' SC'nt to Presi
dent Truman, ('rime Minister 
Attic-<' :ind British Ambassado1· 
Halifax aftl'I' lh<' n cd for swi ft 
action ll'as l'mt>hasized by a cable• 
gram from the J rwlsh community 
o( Berlin sayin)! "Life sc m's 
futile·. ErC'lz Yrs,·al'I , Palestine) 
our only hi)[)<'. Plra <' rescue 11s." 



Reprinted from The JVation, Oetober 20, 19-tS 

Have the Arabs a Case? 
BY ELIAHU BEN-HOllIN 

(Po, sixJ,n 'J'MI • llftllI/MP,, ,Jitor ;,, P.J,stm,; t111lho, o/ 
"Th, Middk &1, CrossroMls of History") 

FROM the headquarters of the Arab League in Cairo 
resolutions, protests, proclamations, an~ danands arc 
issuing in an almost endless stream. The I.caguc is pug-

• nacious, the L~guc is indignant, the League is eloquent; it 
has something to say about every problem of the Middle 
East. whdbcr it be Palestine and the Jews, Lebanon and the 
Frmch, or Tripolitania and the Russians. From farther cast. 
like a distant and invariable echo, sounds the sccoodina voice 
of King Ibo Saud, who docs not hesitate to threaten the 
Jews of Palestine, and if need be the entire Wcstem world, 
with violcna should the Palestinian issue be tttolved io 
favor of the Jewish pcoplc. 

From the new Labor Cabinet in Loodon comes still an
other cct.-tbc voice of British statesmen and of the British 
pttSS citing Arab opposition to a Jewish Palestine as the one 
insurmountable obstacle preventing them from doing the 
right thing by the Jews. This .. Arab argument .. has hem so 

thoroughly propagated that even President Truman. spak
ina of Palestine, finds it occasary to say that he would be 
uowillioa to cli,petcb m UIDJ of ~.ooo Ammam to the 
Near East to fight the Arab molt which might brak out 
if the pJed&es to the Jewish people arc fulfilled. 

The idea of a herculean pan-Anbic fo«c in the Middle 
F.ut reaclJ to ri,c in a jilNM is about the mast ludiaous 
politico-military chimera beard of in many years. Two bat
talioos of British troops suppiesscd the po-Am mi1ituy 
putsch of the llasbid Ali Bag Gailani gcnaommt in Inq 
in 1941, though it had the bw:\ing of the then all-powerful 
Am. The ill-armed and ill-llaiocd armies of Ea,pt and Inq. 
the camel riders of Saudi Arabia. and the hoe:srmm of Trans
jordmia. picturesque as tbcJ arc, would be an iodleaift 
four in these days of rn,,clwooed warfare. 

Befatt we drift too far in this misrq,ramtatioo of the 
military strmgth and unity of purpose of the Arab people,. 
it ,cans patincot to look closely at Middle Eastern ralitia 
and to discOffr precisely what all these Anb chieftains 
have OD the democncies. lodud, do the Arabs ban a cue, 

and what is it? 
As Iooa as the war continued, we knew clearly who wu 

with us and who against us. who fou,bt for cmlizatiao 
and who staked their future on Hitler's Yictory. Where the 
Arabs stood wu no seem. When the Nazi Wtbnmcbt IOlled 
across lurope. Arab soldien in German uniforms with the 
inlcriptian .. :Free Aabia" oo their slefta wett UDOD1 the 
coocpaiDa baoes of the Third lleich. Lmoaab of f:his 
Arab Legion DOW cool their heels in Camp Opdib. .Ahlwrm 
Sp«ia1 Moslem dmsioos of the Wa&m-S. S. foapt the 
Yupla• putisam. A ml fa decorated with the iosipia _of 
1 ,cimit,ar grasped in a mt 8anbd by swastikas was warn with 

their gray-pm \JIWOIIDI. 

Amin el ffusteini, the a-Mufti of jamalma. and Giber 
Arab Jada, appaled in the m.mc of Allah to the Anb 

Middle East to join hands with Hitler, who was described 
by them as "the direct descendant of the Prophet." If the 
risk was too great for ID overt alliance they prayed for an 

Axis victory. Paeans of 
thanbgiving rose from 
the mosques of Syria 
and Palestine w h c o 
Rommel t o o le North 
Africa. Not only was 
there a pro-Axis molt 
in Iraq, but Egypt re
fused to lift a finger in 
its own defense. nm 
when Jlomcner s legions 
iandecl E&,ptiao terri
tory. Ao Egyptian statn
man carrying the puns 
of the British High 

•--~ or Uie BeJu ud i'oftip •••· Command m· his ....,.1, ... 
lllt• ef llla■dl ~bla r--~• 

was seized by the Brit
ish on the very eve of his esapc to Rommel's hcadquuters. 
Ibo Saud and King Yahya of Yemen sat comfortably OD the 
fmcc all tbtoup the war, waiting to see which way to jump 
In Syria and J,baooo the Arabs were so delighted by Axis 
vidmics that they chanted happily, "No more mister, no 
mott moosicur, only Allah in heaven, only Hitler oo earth." 

If all this is forgotten, the Arabs arc still providing ... us 
with abundant evidence of their politial and moral orienta
tion. Thctt was oo nttd to prompt the French, the Nor
wegians. the Italians, the Y uplavs to bring their traitors 

to trial and pmisbmcot But the Arabs are DOt ooly unwill
ing to try the pro-Am coUaboratiooist in their midst; they 
arc actually demanding that Amin cl Hnssei9i himself, wbo 
is DOW had in France as a war criminal-on t1-.c demand 
of the Yugoslav govcmmcnt-bc absolved of all blame and 
ttJased. These demands by the Arab Lague and other Arab 
political associatioos arc ~dable. In their e,n the 
Mufti is simply D0t I traitor. Ntain, Laval, Quislin& l)c. 

pile, Jo,ce may be bnndrd traitors bJ their own people, 
bat accor~ to the political and monl standards of Pan. 
Arabia, Amio el Husseini, oocr Hitler's official adTiser oo 
Anb dairs, is a natioo•I hero, whose only mistake was that 
he bacbd the losing hone. 

Arab JOCia1 pbilo,ophy and the nisting forms of Arab 
10CietJ are in bumaay with the Nazi-Fascist system rather 
ti.a with our daaocntic ideas. For huoclttds of years Arabia 
llfidllk>Od the cm1iziog io8ueocc of the Wm. Effll when 
Alltudt performed his minde of a rnolutioo in Tum,, 
-steraaiog that backward land of Islam, his modem ideas 
DC'ftt peaetrated into the Anb domains. There the reaction
ary der&J, tbe polJpmist dlmdi, and the feudal kinp, 
emin, and sbcib continued to rule supreme cmr an impcw-



erished, illiterate, and disease-ridden populace. 
The fabulous oil riches of the Middle East attracted West• 

ern capital. Hundreds of millions of dollars were invested 
in the development of oil fields, in the construction of ~
fineries and pipe lines, and in royalties to the various Arab 
governments. Did this Bow of capital into Arabia benefit 
the masses of the people-raise living ::tandards or improve 
social conditions ? 

Iraq provides the answer. Unlike the ccn,c::!>.nm in .l llJ, 

Arabia and Kuwait, which are still in their infancy, the 
Iraq concession, granted twenty years ago to British-Ameri
can-French-Dutch interests, has been in op~rat:on for many 
years. About 85,000,000 was paid to the Iraqi government 
in oil royalties, gratuities, educational grants, and non-inter
est-bearing loans. This may not impress Americans as a large 
sum, but for a country of Iraq's size and populaticn (3, <,00 , 
000 inhabitants), and of Iraq's poverty, it is tremendous. 
Where did this money go? It disappeared into the pockets 
of the ruling clique, leaving no benefici al ·effects on either 
state expenditure o~ the living conditions of the rnasse,;. 
Here is how an Arab newspaper in Bagd1d, the Saut-el-ah.1.'i 
(the Voice of the People) , described life in Iraq in 1944 : 

It is clear that 90 per cent of the entire pc,pulation nl 
Iraq live on a subhuman level. They are condemned to a 
life of starvation and exposed to the ravages of epidemics 
without benefit of any medical assistance. And these in
tolerable, primitive conditions exist in the twentieth century 
among our own Iraqi people, who sweat and toil to make 
the soil yield riches which are then entirely consumed by 
others. . . . The government has done nothing either to 
mitigate the distress or to combat its causes. 

Elaborating the subject, the paper divideJ the papuJation 
of Iraq into four groups: ( l) 2 per cent of the population, 
who control the entire wealth of the nation and it means 
of production; (2) 8 per cent, who form a poor midJle 
class and hardly earn a living; (3) 75 per cent, who are 
chronically undernourished, live in appalling condition , and 
are easy prey to every kind of sickness; ( 4) 15 per cent, 
v.ho are completely destitute. The death rate in Iraq is high 
and the birth rate is low, resulting in a natural increase of 
no more than five per thousand. At least two million persons 
-more than 50 per cent of the population- are infected 
wjth malaria, and there is a high incidence of tuberculosis 
Ninety per cent of the people are still illiterate. 

The Iraqi government could have achieved much for its 
people at home, but instead it fought the Jews in Palestine 
and the French in Syria, promoted Pan-Arabism in Cairo, 
and made grandstand plays in San Francisco and Washing
ton. And Iraq is not unique: its description applies to every 
Arab land in the Middle East. The last remnants of a feudal 
society in the world tight bitterly against any democratic or 
civilizing innovation. Yet in our desire to woo the Arab 
kings we have showered en them every kind of favor , 
political and material. They were admitted on the band
wagon of the United Nations when the war was virtually 
over. lend-lease was supplied to them, together with mili
tary missions to train their desert armies in modern warfare. 
Today pan-Arabic aspirations arc bolstered by both the Brit
ish and the American government. President Truman even 
went so far-on whose advice, one wonders-as to present 
Prince Abdul Ilah, the Resent of l!aq, with the medal of 

the Legion of Merit for his services during the war. 
History sadly repeats itself. After the last war it was 

principally Great Britain which encouraged the pan-Arabic 
aspirations of King Hussein of Hejaz. Not that Britain be
lieved in the possibility of any comprehensive unity in Arabia; 
on the contrary, every British expert on Arab affairs said that 
unity in Arabia was a phantom. Lawrence of Arabia wrote, 
"When people talk of Arab confederations or empires, they 
talk fantastically." Gertrude Bell denied the very existence 
of an .Arab nation. As recently as September 26, 1945, a 
special correspondent of the London Times in the Middle 
East reported: "The difference in political, religious, and 
economic structure between, say, the Lebanon and Saudi 
Arabia is much more pronounced than between, say, Ger
many and France. Tribal, religious, and dynastic antagonisms 
are· more embittered and fanatical in the Oriental than in 
the European world, and so far the Arab league has been 
more occupied with traditional eloquence than with the 
elaboration of constructive programs." And, "Just now the 
main, if not the only unifying force in the League is an 
ingrained and traditional xenophobia, directed, according to 
circumstances, against the French, the British, or the Jews."' 

The British encouraged King Hussein in his dreams of 
grandeur because they wanted above all to assure their com
plete domination over the Middle East, so vitally important 
to the maintenance of the Empire. Since then, dynastic 
changes have occurred in the Arab domains. King Hussein 
lost his kingdom to Ibn Saud and died in exile, a broken 
and disillusioned man. New 'chieftains have risen to power. 
But no social or economic changes of consequence have 
taken place. Indeed, the Arab-Jewish conflict is no less 
social than nationalistic in its nature. Numerous signs of an 
Arab-Jewish rapprochement were noted in the past. This, 
however, is what the reactionary effendis fear most, for they 
are bent on preserving their vested interests. The Mufti's 
clique killed numerous Arabs whose only sin was that they 
regarded sympathetically the social-economic progress btought 
to Palestine by Jewish-Zionist enterprise. Arabia remains as 
closed as ever to the march of civilization. 

All this makes it clear that the Arabs have no case. Neither 
their attitude during the war nor the form of society they 
represent can possibly appeal to Labor Britain or democratic 
America. Yet the improbable and illogical seems to be hap
pening. The rulers of Both Britain and the United States 
seem to be so determined on a pro-Arab orientation in the 
Middle East that they would rather bear the odium of be
traying the Jewish people and of backing reactionary Moslem 
potentates at this decisive stage in shaping the future world 
than risk the displeasure of the Arab cliques. What is behind 
il all? 

The usual answer is oil. By now everyone is aware of its 
unparalleled abundance in the Middle East. But if oil is an 
impartant factor in the "Arab case," there is much more to 
it than that. The Jewish-Arab controversy in Palestine cuts 
across the most vital issues of world strategy. The major 
political, economic, and strategic plans of the British-Ameri
can alliance on the one hand and of Soviet Russia on the 
other are part and parcel of it. Once again the Middle East, 
which has figured so prominently in every world conftagra
tion, becomes Llie bone of contention in the great powers' 
jockeyin& for positions and inftuence. 
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Palestine and Grand Strategy 
BY ELIAHU BEN-HORIN 

THE real reason for Great Britain's illogical and unjust 
Palestine p0licy is not the threat of pan-Arabic re
sistance to the development of a Zionist state but 

considerations of grand strategy. Soviet Russia's expansionist 
tendencies in the Middle East are the major factor in the 
shaping of both British and American Middle Eastern p0licy. 
The foreign offices of the Western democracies have no fear 
of Pan-Arabia, but they do fear a Soviet-Arabian rapproche
ment. Is the threat of an alliance between the Soviets and 
the Arabian effendi real, or is it just another bogy? 

One of the most damaging mistakes of Jewish leaders has 
been their tendency to present the Palestine problem solely 
as a quarrel between Jews and Arabs. Nothing could be 
farther from the mark. There is scarcely an issue of major 
importance to the great powers in which Palestine does not 
figure, whether it be the future of world communications, 
trade expansion, sea p0wcr versus land power, the balance 
of p0wer between East and West, or the destiny of the 
British Empire. The present British Cabinet, like its predeces
sors, measures the situation with one question in mind: in 
the world of today, with its swiftly changing conditions and 
its completely altered balance of power, what policy will best 
assure British control of the Middle East? Only a Cabinet 
prepared to liquidate the Empire and transform Britain into a 
third-rate p0wcr could approach Middle Eastern problems 
with any other yardstick. 

The crucial strategic-geographic imp0rtance of the Middle 
fast to a maritime and trading empire like Great Britain 
is of course axiomatic. What seems to escape notice is Pales
tine's special position in the picture. More than any other 
land little Palestine constitutes a link between the continents 
of Europe, Africa, and Asia. It has a long coastline on 
the eastern Mediterranean. It lies on the northern bank of 
the Suez Canal. It is the natural outlet for the oil of Arabia. 
Loss of Palestine would be a deadly blow to Britain. 

Washington, as well as London, is acutely aware of these 
geo-p0litical realities. This country has only lately acquired 
a world outlook, but it has already come to realize that it 
cannot afford to neglect the Middle East. It has a very lively 
interest in Middle Eastern oil, and this interest means that 
it needs air and naval bases in the region. In the event of war 
formal ownership of Arabian oil would be of little avail; 
the imp0rtant thing would be its accessibility. To operate 
concessions in peace and to maintain their accessibility in 
war, the United States must have outposts of military power 
on the scene. They arc the prize America hopes to obtain 
through its close alliance with Britain. 

The American University in Beirut, the colleges in Cairo 
and Istanbul, the American missions, numerous archaeologi• 
cal expeditions, and various trading and mining enterprises 
bear witness to America's long-standing interest in the Mid
dle East. However, through the ycan, America bas been a 
guest there, and not always a welcome one. Now, for ~ 
first time, Great Britain regards the United States as a dcsar-

able partner. It would be naive to think that American oil 
companies acquired concessions in Arabia against the will of 
Great Britain, which is, after all, supreme there. Nor was 
Britain's compliance an act of altruism. At a time •·hen 
Soviet Russia's ambitions in the Mediterranean and Persian 
Gulf have become unmistakably clear, Britain wants the 
United States to share the political and military rcspon,i
bility for one of the most troublesome spots on the earth. 
If John Bull must sooner or later encounter the Russian bcu 
in the Arabian desert, he prefers not to have it a t&e-1-tee. 

Every effort made by Great Britain and the United States 
to form a counterbalance in Europe against the excessive ~ 
might of Russia has failed. Both Western countries have been 
forced to acknowledge Soviet supremacy on the Continent 
A desperate Britain has therefore fallen back on the old 
formula of sea power versus land power, with air power 
viewed as an appendix of sea power. This is the true basis 
of the British-American alliancc--to k«p the Russian colos
sus within the boundaries of a land-locked empire. In tht.• 
strategy the Middle East assumes new importance, for the 
future balance of power will be determined at the Straits, 
in the eastern Mediterranean, and in the Persian Gulf. 

The Jewish-Arab Palestine controversy must be examined 
in this per pectivc. British love for thc,Arabs or dislike of 
the Jews docs not enter into the question. The British 
know precisely where they stand so far as the Arabs arC' 
concerned. They can permit the Arabs their delusions of 
grandeur. No harm is done. The British know that no such 
thing as a united Arabia exists or is likely to arise, and that 
the petty Icings and sheiks can be managed or bought in 
the future as they have been in the past. 

But the United States, new at this game of colonial im
perialism, apparently takes what it secs and hears .at face 
value. Emissaries of American oil companies, naive young men 
from the War Department and the OWi, even State Depart
ment officials have been bluffed by the shrewd Moslem 
potentates. They have returned from their missions to the 
Middle East with alarming reports of a probable Soviet-Arab 
alliance through which Russia would emerge dominant in 
the entire area. The only way to ward off this catastrophe, 
they report, is to forget the pledges to the Jewish people and 
the demands of justice and to placate the Arabs. 

King lbn Saud and other Arab politicians must have 
smiled in their beards when they sold this bill of goods to 
the Americans. If the Arab rulers have any say in the matter, 
the Soviets will not penetrate far into the Middle East. They 
may not be learned gentlemen, but they do know that where 
Soviet Russia enters, political reaction and social-economic 
backwardness go out. There is nothing the Arab barons dread 
more than Soviet influence in their domains. 

At the same time they dislike Great Britain, with its 
insistence on military and political control behind the f ~de 
of native independence, and they arc also cager to get rid 
of French domination. The United States thus cmcrp as a 
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thJa ideal ts going to be realized solution al . 
wW reault in dan,eroU51Y in- The Britlah sovemmen, lhould, 
cnued tenaion 1n an al&,IWlf hc:r,~ • 
sravety troubled world. 

Unfortunately, this rov•mment date 11111•1~, 

is u yet 1ivin1 no ailn that it Sa UQll&l ~IJ • IOOD 

pursuin1 any clear and conaiatent u UN OIMIIDIII .-Nhbed. Un• 
pollcJ whch will facWtate the W then, 1f 1arp Alllmlsratlon' 
achievement of the objlcUve &o Into Pa,1 Oki II to lie permitted. 
which lt is pledged. U. tftalted 8'atll lbtuld lharl la 

The President ii urslnl the the tut of keeplnl the peace tn 
Britl.sh 1overiun,nt to permit the that area. 
immediate immirratton into Pal- Prom the moment the Council 

tmc of 100,000 o th omc <'~~ ume. Jurisdiction the Unit d 

and destitute Jew in Europ who Nations Organization should make 
are unwilling or unable t-0 return available whatever armed force 
to their former homes. may be required to give assurance 

The Tescue and resettlement of of security to all inhabitant.a of 
these pitiful survivors ls a moral Palestine. 
obligation which rests upon au The Council should thereupon 
free peoples. The President's hu- summon representative Jewish 
manitarian desire is altogether and Arab leaders for consultation 
praiaeworthy. u to the moat desirable solution. 

u. s. Responsibility Should it prove impossible for 
i nt the International Trusteeship 

Bu~ so long as this iOVemme Council, after full consultation 
continues. to refuse to assume any with both Jewish and Arab lead
responsibility for the security of ers to obtain their a1reement to 
the people of Palestine can his wh~tever solution it considers 
suggestion be regarded as con- . th 
structive? For the British gov-, most equitable and desirable, e 
emment strongly maintains that United Nations Organization 
an Arab uprising wUI take place shoul_d neverthe~ess decree that Its 
if any large-scale immigration decision be earned out. 
into Palestine is now permitted. Once this attp has been taken 
British military and material re- the _International Trusteeship 
sources have reached a low ebb. Council should set up a broadl~ 
Vit 1 British interests are in• represer.tattve provisional govern 

1 a d ment in Palestine and in trust it 

vo~eGreat Britain to be expected with all necessary authority until 
alone to keep the peace in the such time as free elections can be • 
Near Ea~t if hostilities break out held and an independent and 
as the result of a step against democratic government can com
which she has repeatedly warned? mence to function. 

Are the true interests of the Danrer c,f Near East Outbreak 
Jewlsh people going to be Ad- As soon as the Council is in• 
vanced by an insistence upon trusted with a trusteeship over 
measures which threaten discord Palestine, unrestricted immigra
between the Anglo-Saxon powers? tlon should be permitted. mmt• 

President l'toosevelt never be- gratlon should thereafter be tn
lleved that the establishment of a terrupted only if the International 
Jewish commonwealth in· Pales- Trusteeship Council, or the future 
tine was in any sense '·hostile·• to government of Palestine, decides 
the Arab peoples. On the con- that such restriction ls temporarily 
trary, he believed that such a required for economic reas( ,s. 
solution would prove beneficial to Such authoritative surveys as Dr. 
both Jews and Arabs. Moreover, Lowdermilk's admirable report 
he was confident that the surest prove that immigration can be 
way of finding a just and perma- greatly increased over the year if 
nent solution of the problem of an intensive program of irrigation 
Palestin was throuih nPJotiationi; and of power development is un
in which both Jews and Arabs dertaken. 
·would be fully heard. Some of Unless the United Nations Or
the ablest leaders of Zionism have ganization immediately {'Ssumes 
also held that the best hope of the responsibility for finaing a 

success lay in negotiations 1n solution, the danger of an out
which Jewish and Arab leaders t ··ea!.: in the Near East is very real. 
would take part. Unless all of the major powers 

Antagonisms Growinr share ln the responsibiUty for the 
settlement to be reached, the 

I! the present floundering con- whole of the Near East will be
tinues, the hope of a peaceful come a fertile tleld for power 
solution will become increasingly politics. 
remote. The antagonism of the No people in the history of 
Arab leaders is daily becoming mankind have suffered more griev
more envenomed. As the Arab ously than the Jewish people. If 
&tates become increasingly aroused a free and peaceful world is with
the position of some Jewish groups in 1>u. grasp, they must rr.:e1ve 
is becoming correspondingly ex- something better than illusory 
treme. promisea--something more tan-

Certain facts seem by now to be gible than hollow assurances of 
plain. sympathy. 

The commonwealth of Palestine The declaration issued by the 
is not going to be established World Zidnist Conference at Lon
through any unilateral armed tm- den in August of this year is poign
position on the part of the British antly true: "Any delay iJi the 
government. solution of the problem, any at-

It will not be created as a result tempt at half measures, any deci• 
of mere protestations o~ sympathy sio~ which, however favorable, r~
on the part of the United States. mams on paper and ia not faith-

The commonwealth will only' tnlly and speedily implemented, 
come into being when the United will not meet the tragedy of the 
Nations Organization deo1de.s, as lt hour &.nd will only increase suffer
must. that the establishment of a In!, among Jews and tension in 
Jewish commonwealth in Pales- Palestine." 
tine is essential to world peace and Copyrl1ht, 1H5, New York Tribune Inc. 
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Affairs 

Oil fdl 2 Companies 
-And Death for Jews 

BJ EDGAR ~"IJ ' EL MOWllEB 

0,1. impr-riali m and Arabs 
ha\'f> 3°1,t " ·on a new victory O\'t"r 
ju 1ice and J w with Pre !dent 
T 1 ·1man' s c n,ent. 

.\ t .ih k udah IS .... ill gloat, E 
rop"1n J t>\\ ,; \\ ill die, other J " s 
Will prn E- , . 

\\'h) ca r, " . ·ot the Bnt1. h 
ruler~ " I. l f'ng1nN•1ed the Je\ L·h 
rl •fPa t. ,l1'\\ have next-to-no po
hTlc I influence in Britain. 

P<'rh1p. the American Pr st
d It'? Befor next • ·ovember he 
\ 1ll ha\e plen t~ of time to shed 
a 1ea1 and e pre his "deep con
ceri .'' o, er the unfortunate de
rr.i . of ho. e European J ew 
whom it i , , ala , too late to save. 
• ·ot t P A rican politicos \\ ho 
fvr , t' nl\"•fh Year have unin
t,.: rl;pt J°y du~ the Am rican 
Je , " , n •ht>ir double-talk. 
M"an vhi e the American tale 
Dr;it. a (po. ibly) save King 
I n Saud ott ring throne by 
lu1 h r :-oub. idir " your money 
and n ne &.nd the Ya~ of de• 

nt m1>n and ·omm can grow 
<: ~r rf'd .,., Ith ah 

" rr I tlble,. Caae 

:~'-s th n 1x month ago, the 
Rriu h I;abor Party Header : Att-
1 B"\ 1~ and Morn on) pas ed 
• IP.olution: 

'' here _i~ _urely ~ither hope 
n n1e.t~1. g in a 'Je" ·ish ation-

1 Home uni~ · we are prepared 
to let Jews, i r they ""ish enter 
this hny land in such numbers as 
to ome a majority .. . There 
was a strong rase !or this before 
th war. There i an lrres,i tible 
case .n?w after the unspeakable 
atroc1tie .()f the cold and calcu
lated az1 plan to kill all Jews 
1n Europe." 

I~~si tible ca. , what! So lr
res1sttble that now, when winter 
la upon them and the remnant 
ef European Jews are dytnc, Blit. 

a in and Amnica are going to t 
up a le nglo-Amerlcan 

ommitt ol Inquiry to "make 
recommendation " that 'fill "be 
of unmen help in arriving at a 
ao tion ol thP Pait- tine pr* 
1em some month from now
.maybe. 

Led Jato Betra al 

Wh say this! For agn Secre
tary Ernest Bevin, one ot the Brit
ish Labor P rty leadPr who 1 s 
than ix month ago found the 
Jewi h ca e "irrc i tible." The 
aame great humanitarian who tt
Cf'ntly harangued the House ot 

ommons over th plight ot th 
••po()IJ Germans." Well, a famous 
Englishman once . boasted that 
Britain has "no perm;1nent ffle

mies, merely perman nt in r
ests." Obviously It ha no rm
anent principl~. Yet I must con
! s, I thought Ernie Be in • 
•titferent. 

President Truman has been led 
tnto a betrayal. In January, 1919, 
the American Delegation to the 
Versailles Peace Conferen~ rec
ommended: 

"1. That there be ~tabll hed a 
separate tate of Pa~ tine; ... 3. 
that the Jews be invited to return 
to Palestine and settle there ... 
being assured that it will be the 
policy ol the League of atlora 
to recognize Pale tine u a Jew
ish state as soon a's it is a Jewish 
atate In !act." 

Less than two month lat r 
Pre ident WilM>n dttlared: 

"I am per Uaded that the Allied 
nations, with the tulle t concur
rence ot our own government 
and people, are agreed that In 
Palestine hall be laid the founda
tion of a Jewtsh Commonwealth." 

This wu the A~rlc n policy, 
Si11ce then, every American 
Pr~idfflt up to Truman and 
both PC>Htlcal ,-rties have regu
luly YOW'ed their' hPliet that Pal-

-e tin hou!d be givt-n o t t' 

J \\ _ 
Do s Pre id nt Truman kn O\\ 

thi ? Can h Ignore that in ac
\: piing the Bevin plan for an 
Anglo-Am rican ommitte or 
Inquiry, while Jew ar dying, 
he i embracing th infa mou, 
Briti h \i hite Paper o( 19317 
Does he not realize that th is i 
another Briti h stall to gain time 
and perhaps to foment more 
Arab "riot " (at so much a 
"rioter"?) designed to convince 
Americans that a Jewi h Pale · 
tin would mean wholt-sale 
blood hed! 

I the President \\- illing to -be 

the dupe of t~·o oil compani ? 
• fr. Truman dislikes diplomats 

ln triped pants. There ar~. no 
more tatuou "striped pants . 1n 
the American foreign erv1ce 
than George Wadswort~ and .'· 
Pinckney Tuck, out" d1plomat1c 
r presentatives In Beirut and 
Cairo. 

Are these mf'n- is the Sta te 
Dept.:-t.-lling the President the 
full story! Does President Tru
man know that, according to 
Abd~l Rahman Azzam, Egypt1~n 
Mini ter of Arabian Affair , B1 1t-
1 h anti-Semitism In Pale tin 
hides an attempt to eliminate 
American arid Soviet lnflul'nce 
from the MiadJe East? Or that 
Briti h int llig nee chief m 
Cairo, Brigadier eneral Clay
ton, urged London tOct. 15, 1945) 
to secure the return to Jeru alem 
of the arch-traitor, the Grand 
Mufti? Has the President re~d 
the Mufti's letter to Adolf Hit 
ler (July 4, 1942) promising his 
"I-'uehrer" that the Arab peopl~ 
would "continue to fight" on hi 
side? 

ow, if ever, Is the time foi 
h A~rican ~pie to speak up 

<ind tell th Ir President that " ." 
~ruse to be lnvoh•ed In this 
sh mdul ~trayal. 

(Pr- Alllaaelf. Jair.) 
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British Policy Breaks 
Down 

BY FREDA KIRCHWEY 

IT IS inevitable that Zioni ts, commenting on fr. Bevin's 
Pale tine statement, should make what capital they can 

out of the broken pledge of the British Government through
out the past twenty-five year nd of the Labor Party within 
the past fi,·e month . For both are sensati0nal and provide 
effective moral ammunition. But in the end the Zionist ca e 
will tand or fall on more realistic grounds. As long a 
Briti~h foreign pol icy i • ba ed on a determination to pre
serre the Empire, Palestine will continue to be treated, not 
as a moral issue, but a a piece in the, whole imperial design. 

The hope th:1t anirn:ited mo:t of u when Briti~h Labor 
look power wa quickly extin ui hed. We did not suppose 
that the Attlee government ,\ ould abandon the Empire. But 
we dreamed briefly of a new policy which would seek for 
ecurity not through the old by-way of intrigue and appease

ment but along the hi h road of international cooperation. 
The an Franci co conference, under British pre ure, had 
made a farce of the tru tee hip idea. But the idea was sound 
and Labor, taking office two months later and faced with 
urgent po t-war problems of colonial readjustment, had a 
<hance to tackle the is ue fre ·hly. It could have called a con
ference of the leading colonial powers, together with Russia 
and the United State , and undertaken a realistic appraisal 
of the situation in those parts of the glo e where imperial 
intere ts cla h with one another and with the rights of the 
ptople who live there. The chance wa • lo t. The Labor Gov
ernment cho e to continue the old methods, and today we 
ce the re ults in Pale tine- and in Surabaya. 

Let no one be confu ed by the apparent contradiction in
voh·ed in shooting down Javanese nationalists and support
ing Arab nationali . t . There is no contradiction; both are ex
pre sion of a single trategy: to suppress those elements 
which threaten the dominance of the ruling groups to whom 
the Colonial Office looks for cooperation in maintaining 
Briti h control. The Arab League was not created as an 
in trument of Arab nationali m; it was invented-and sub• 
ented-by Britain to erve Briti h purposes in the Middle 

East during the war. If the League and Arab political leaders 
generally are developing ideas of grandeur it i because they 
haYe learned that blackmail pay , e pecially wli 11 it is dressed 
up in high-sounding entiment . Britain is hedging on it. 
promi es to the Jew not becau e it ha been converted to 
Arab views on Arab right in Pal tine, but becau e Arab 
leader ha\'e promi ed to make trouble· if tho e promi e are 
kept; and Britain want to avoid ne-. trouble in an ar a .i 

important and un table a,; the Middle Ea t. It i true that 
he J ws are al o be innin to how igns of anger; riots 

lia e been uppre d in T I Aviv and ten ion i growing. 
Faced ith growin Ii -i llu ionm nt, re I on ible J i h lead 
er may be un ble to heck violen e nd th power of the 
extremist minority is likely to increase. But by and larg 
the Jew are not a major mena e : th ir lo •atty. their patience 
their civilized procedure and their ba i d pendence on Brit-
1,;h po" er all t nd to weaken th ir trat ic po ition. 

The Briti h are afraid of th Arab. , and ith r a on. Th 
League i no Ion e:r a our of e urit . It i op nl plan
nin the e. put ion of Briti h influ n • and ontr I from the 
whole Middle t a it ha u e full e. lled French 
mftuence and control ( ith th aid of Briti h rms. from 
lh le nt tat . Fae d ·ith thi. thr .it, h.it n th For-

eign Office and lhe Colonial Office do but continue to stall 
and b tray their promises and try more and bigger appease
ment? The alternative would be a new approach to the 
whole problem of Empire defen e. 

Mr. Bevin's P Jestine proposal is proof lhat the Labor 
Government is not ready for that. The Committee of Inquiry 
is little more than a new wrinkle in an old policy. This is 
not the first time ne e ary action has been delayed by the 
launching of an ime ·tigation; the device i as old as gove1n
ments. The new feature introduced by Mr. Bevin is the par
ticipation of the United States-and it is an important 
innovation. For it insures powerful support for conclusions 
which, ironically, were largely anticirate I by the Foreign 
Secretary in his statem -nt announcing the committee. By 
:iccepting the rbn on B:i,i:h ~er:::. , ~- :. Trc:m.n has, we 
fear, walked into a trap, .i.s the Zioni ts charge. 

He can only ret rie, e the s:.u.1.ion and live up to his own 
and his country' · plcdg-.:5 by al te rinn as completely as possible 
t' e frarn o; r1.fc:ren e in ~,hi h the C0mm· tee of Inquilj 
is to operate. He hould in ·i -t upon his original propo al that 
I 00,000 homeless European J ws be tr,rn f rred to Palestine. 
The British turned down the request, but that was before 
the commi~tee Ind been :1<-re·- ~ -:1?02. Th!:y w:.ul find it 
difficult to refuse if fr. Truman backed his propo al with 
firm guaranties of American help in handling the transfer 
and insuring the afety of the refugees. In any ca ·e, it is 
cruel noos n c: to 1 .we the Jews in German camps hile 
new investigations are undertaken. \Y/ e already have the 
careful reports of Dean Harrison and Judge Ri kind to verify 
the known fact that mo t of the e per ·ons look to Palestine 
as the only hope of ur ival for them eh-es and their children. 

The President should al o make sure that the inquiry into 
the problem of Palestine is unh mr red by Mr. Bevin's 
ready-made pr judgm nt·. If the United tates is to accept 
responsibility for helping to olve that problem it mu·t not 
go in with its hands tied. The only obligation it can afford 
to assume is the obligation to see to it that the terms of the 
Halfour Declaration, as elaborated in the Briti h Mandate, 
and officially recognized by act of Congre"s in 1922 and 
1925, is duly carried out. In other v.ord , thee tablishment 
of a Jewish ation l Home and the encoura ement of Jewish 
immigration hould be as urned, a · a tarting point. From 
there on, the inquiry should take the form of a brand-new 
examination of the place of Pale tine in the intricate de ign 
of Middle Ea t rn relation hip . It should con ider, without 
prejudice, what kind of control can be t be applied in a 
region wh re the intere ts of re.it power , trategic and 
material, make xternal control of ·ome ort inevitable. In 
\·iew of America' ov. n rowing interest in the Middle Ea t 
and its new international oblig.1 ion , uch an inquiry hould 
be pursued v..ithout too much r ard for exi tin colonial 
I ractice . 'i: ' e 11.1,e an opportunity to do what Britain, ticJ 
to it burd n. ome pJ t ha failed to do· can make a new 
tart. 

Ob iou ly Briti ·h poli • h b ol-. n d wn, h th r the 
Labor Go, rnment , ill a !mit it or no . Th old tactic 
of buying prote tion from r d rulin cliqu ha n-
ationally fa1 I d. Per hap · the 1. 1ddl t a· a , hole hould 

be put under internation.ll ontrol • rh p • th L ,. nt tatl 
.ind Pale tin mi ht join d in .1 fed ration un r nit J 

.ltion tru t hip. P rhap a Jiff r nt olution alto, th r 
ould em r e from .i f re h • ud of th pro lem. But it i 
rtain that the r ult of im ri Ii t intri u no bloodily 

·an dimin t d nl if th po 
.ire ble to perat in nc.: m h f r ul.ition hi h 

ill prO\·ide rity for th ir I t nd at th 
m tim 1r frail f i I pr 

p ular cnli ht n n J If- t:rnm n . 
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A Word of Caution 

from PROFESSOR ALBERT EINSTEIN 

"I am very happy indeed to bear that the 

platform for which the American Council for 

Judaism stands is meeting with militant opposition. 

This organization appears to me to be nothing more 

than a pitiable attempt to obtain favor and toler-

ation from our enemies by betraying true Jewish 

ideals and mimicking thoee who claim to atand for 

100% Americani m. I believe this method to be 

both undignified and ineft'ective. Our oppoaeldl 

are bound to view it with disdain and even with 

contempt, and in my opinion they will be juati• 

fied. He who is untrue to his own cause cannot 

command the reapect of othen. Apart from theee 

consideration the movenent in que tion i a fairly 

exact copy of the Zentralverein Deuucher taats

burger Juediechen Glauhem ( Central .n.Z!li_,ll.,;iation 

of German Citizen• of Jewiah Faith) of unhappy 

memory, which in the day, of our cru ial need 

showed itself utterly impotent and corroded the 

Jewi ~up by undenniamg that inner certitude 

b which our Jewiall people could have overcome 

thi diliealt age." 

00 OT BE FOOLED by the ttatemea 
f me few aloof high-

placed Jews w h comprise the 'America C;au1icil· f r J 

L 

w tht: onl 

. ,, 
• 

Praident, 

Am ri .an 

He tanda for isolationism in Jewi h life a 

tioni m in American life generally. 

he ltood for • la-

ju t mp J int,,_,iel .-N'1 ,... .... uaa 

WOR or 4 JE 

~ O E I OPP '-ED , D O E I • I C D ·( JO .0 . 

l ' U .'1 JE 1-.IJ . n: E J'- • O J r II 



TD ldW IOI« SCllf. J'IIIDAY . . OVl:WZB 

ZIONISTS SEE 

on: ~ALS 

I.ta rs Cite l.oq Llst of 1 

Peees T.,... 
ty Eltctio■ Here. 

on 

p 

en to 
demands 

• tlon 
timate 

a Jewish 

d the 

on and of e 
time 

n as first 
n m com-

H of Repre-
ear. 

f the BeconL 



United States 
of America 

Vol. 91 

<tongrrssionat Rrcord 
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OP THE 791/, CONGR.ESS, FIRST SESSION 

WASHINGTON, FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 194S No. 212 

BRITISH MILITARY POLICY IN 
PALESTINE 

<During the deJivery of Mr. Domn:LL's speech:) 
Mr. BREWSTER. Mr. President, will the Senator yield to me ior the purpose of introducing something into the Rzcoao and making a brief statement.. with relation thereto? 
Mr. DONNELL. I yield, 
Mr. BREWSTER. Mr. President, I ask permission to make certain insertions in the R1:coao, and in connection therewith to make a statement dealing with the .,;ubJect of Palestine, which ts now a matter of large concern. I visited Palestine 

2 years ago as a member of the senatorial committee, and also discu:;sed the matter in London. During the pa.st summer I saw the conditions in Europe which are bringing about such earnest consideration of Palestinian problems. 
If 1n this brief statement there seems to be something which in(licates that I am indulging in the American pastime of twisting the British Lion's tail, let me say only that my comments upon British policy can be supported by citetlons of such eminent authority as Winaton Churchtll and Hon. Herbert Morrison, the present leader of the House of Commons under the Labor government, who have used very much more caustic Phraseology than I do in characterizing the obtu.seness of the British Colonial and Poreign omce in dealing with the situation in Palestine, an obtuseness Which seems to be somewhat contagious so far as our own State Depsrtment is concerned. I trust that a clariflcatton of Public thint1nar on this matter by more complete reports may conduce to a solution which wU1 not only solve the very Preaatnar problem of Palestine, but, as I conceive it, ae"e the long-range interests of American foreign policy as well. 

It 1a Well moTtii that about 50,000 British troopS have been concentrated recently 1n Paleattne. The impression Which Brttiah o11lci&l circles are trying to create II that the only reason for the Dreaence ot these troopS is the fear of Arab or Jewiah d.iaordera in the country. !~~ Pl'Ol>er, therefore. to point out that 
wm Brtttab Oovernment haa been con-. ..-Ued about a Dlace which COUid be used 
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as a British military ba, in the Middle 
East. The Egyptians have come to re
sent bitterly the continued presence of 
British garrisons, and the British Gov
ernment has realized for some time that 
ill all probability it will be obliged to re
move its troops from Egypt. An attempt 
was made to develop Syria as an alterna
tive British military base, and British 
Government circles hoped that with the 
elimination of France from Syria, the 
local government would enter into a 
special treaty with Great Britain permit
ting the use of that country as a British 
military base. The British hopes in this 
respect seem to have been not justified. 
After getting rid of the French with 
British assistance, the Syrians and 
Lebanese turned around-with possibly 
some discreet diplomatic assistance from 
the United States-and made it plain 
that they did not wish to give Britain any 
privileged status in their countries. 

In the circumstances, the British Gov
ernment has apparently decided that 
Palestine is the only country on the east 
coast of the Mediterranean where they 
would be able to maintain In permanence 
large mllitary forces. This t.hey perhaps 
consider essential to their military in
terests, as was indicated by Hon. Herbert 
Morrison in the British House of Com
mons some years ago in discussing the 
very problem of Palestine, and as was 
indicated by Winston Churchill when he 
too, was a critic of that government-'. 
perhaps as essential as we consider bases 
in the Pacific, If not more so. As a result 
about 50,000 troops have been concen~ 
trated in Palestine, largely from Syria 
and Egypt. 

It may be a matter of relative indif
ference to the Jews whether Britain 
wishes to use its special position in Pales
tine 1n order to station there a large 
number of British troops for imperial 
reasons. But what is most unfortunate 
is the apparent attempt of the British 
to mislead public opinion, both in Great 
Britain and in this country, as to their 
reasons for having those troops in Pales
tine, and to put on the Jews the blame 
for a purely, or primarily, imperial policy. 
By now, the families of British soldiers 
stationed in Palestine have been led to 
believe that the Zionist issue is what pre
vents their sons and brotheF-s from be
ing demobilized and returned to their 
homes. They have been led to believe 
that the presence of British troops in 
Palestine is necessary either in order to 
defend the Jews from Arab onslaughts, 
or in order to prevent illegal activities 
and violence on the part of the Jews, and 
that therefore it is the Jews who stand in 
the way of the reunion of Engli h sol
diers with their families. The situation 
has led to a great deal of resentment on 
the part of the English public, and is 
bound to lead to greater re entmeut and 
to an increase of anti-Semitism. 

Herbe1 t Morrison in the House of 
Commons, before he was its leader, 
stated that negligible numbers of troops 
would be requlrccl in order to preserve 
order in Palestine, at a time when there 
was as much ground for concern as 
exists at the pre~cnt time. In private 
conversations with many, there has been 
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an Intimation by Bnt.ish officials that 
the main reason why the British cannot 
agree to the opening of Palestine to the 
J ews, or e\'en to the admission of the 
100,000 refugees requested by President 
Truman, Is that such a policy would lead 
to large-scale Arab attacks against Jews, 
which would ha\'e to be repelled by Brit
ish troops, at the cost of lives. This 
argument is especially used by British 
propagandists In this country, who add 
that if the United States urges Great 
Britain to embark on this course the 
United States must share the risk by 
sending large numbers of American 
troops to Palestine. 

As I have already indicated, both Win
ston Churchlll and Herbert Morrison 
have indicated that the fear of wide
spread Arab violence over Palestine is 
absolutely Imaginary; but assuming for 
a moment that such a danger exists, it is 
proper to paint out that a logical solu
tion mi(l'ht be the stationing of neith r 
British nor American troops in Palestine 
but the recall to Palestine of more th ' 
30,000 Palestinian Jews who are now 
serving in various formations of the 
British Army outside their country. 1f 
any soldiers should risk their lives bP.
cause of a policy of which Jews would be 
the direct beneficiaries, it is gros~ly un
fair that British or American soldiers 
should be a ked to bear these ri:·ks. It is 
only fair that the Jewish soldiers from 
Palestine should do so. Such a solut • on 
was. in fact, suggested by Herb rt Morri
son himself in disrussion In the Briti·h 
House of Commons. The Briti h Gov rn
ment. however, has refused to return t 
Palestine these Jewish forma ion . r 
seems evident that the argument of ·idr. 
spread Arab violence ls not beli v d b 
the Brlti h Government, but is mer ly 
being used as an excuse for not undn
taking a course whicli they do not wish 
to undertake as a matter of policy. 

Another Interesting point may br. 
made. While British representatives in 
London and in Washington spread t e 
impression, through newspaper articles 
and otherwise, that they are anxious to 
have American soldiers participate in the 
occupation of Palestine, and even create 
the impression that the American Gov
ernment has been asked to participate 
but has refused, there is what is appar
ently reliable Information to the effect 
that no such request, either formal or 
informal, has been made by an official 
British representative of any official 
American representative. On the con
trary, fully aware that sharing the re
spanslbility for a terrllory means sharing 
control and authority over the territory 
the British Government has carefully 
refrained from making any such sugges
tion to Lhe Government of the United 
States, rumors and newspaper reparts 
emanating from British sources to the 
contrary notwithstanding. Thus the 
British are able to saddle the American 
Government with the seeming responsi
bility for failing to cooperate with the 
British Government, whereas in fact the 
British Government has no desire what
soever to seek or welcome such coopera
tion. 

The joint Ang!o-American Commls
~ion i intended apparently, to saddle the 
United States with a share in the moral 
respon 1b11ity for a British policy in 
Pale~tme, but there is no desire to allow 
the United States an effective voice in 
deciding Palestine's future. It Is under-
tood that there ls a desire or aim on 

the part of Great Britain to obtain from 
the U,iiLed Nations Organization a tru -
tee. hip over Palestine and to have it 
declare Palestine a British ecurity zone 
under the United Nations Charter. If 
uch an arrangement were to come about, 

Great Britain would be a free. if not 
more free, to pursue its own policies in 
Palestine as it was in its capacity as a 
Mandato1y of the Learue of Nation . 
fhe power which Great Britain exercises 
m Paletine at thP present time derives in 
no way from the Balfour dec!aration, but 
simply and solely from the mandate 
given lo it by the League of Nations and 
by the treaty made with the United 
SLates Government, under which Britain 
obligated herself to carry out the specific 
provis;ons of the Balfour declaration. 
Certa·n1y the trnsteeship or the manda
tory or the treaty of the United States 
can not be modified by any authority le~s 
than that which bestowed the obligation 
or authority. The oblig1>.t1ons of Great 
Britain and the United States to carry 
o rt the tr.rms of the agreement can not 
be modifi ·d by the President of the United 

tates or by any other authority less than 
that ,•.hi<'h created the obligations which 

as the artion of the United Stat~s Gov
mment. through its constitutional au

thorit1 the President, the Senate, and, 
a. a matter of fact. m that instance the 
who! Congres of the United States. 

~1:cn .• while there are serious reports 
winch 1~ • eems to me 8hould be most in
formative to the American people and to 
lhe Congre~s of the United States at this 
time a~ it i • considering the resolution 
regarding Palestine. Therefore, I ask 
un_ammous consent to have printed at 
this pomt in the RECORD, as a part of my 
remar~. three or four pre s reports 
w~ich, o far as I know, have not been 
wide!~• brought lo the attention of the 
American people. They emanate from 
apparently reliable sources, and they 
ref€r to conditions prev Hing in both 
~ale. tine and Tripoli, where recent J ew
ish nots ha~e created increasing concern. 

There bcmg no objection, the press re
ports we:·e ordered to be printed in Lhe 
RECORD, as follov:s: 

REPORT F'RO!lt TltJPOLI 

Seemln:?ly reliable Information from Trio
oh. by way of Egypt, Indicates that the Brit
ish commanding cfficer In Tripoli, Brigadier 
General Temple, and his deputy Coionel 
l\fr:ler, played the strange t P056.lble part 
during the recent Tnpoll dlso:ders, a pa:t 
which r.-mkes It Impossible lO ab.;olve the 
Brl_t1sh nutho,ltles from serious responsi
biltty In c.onnec ion with these disorders 
cl U·itil T"rently, Arnbs In Tripoli did ·not 

nr do harm to Jews. Even uuder some of lie worst days of Axis domination In north 
nca, when German forces were In control 

or the situation, the Arab population was 
: ,ware of th~ rious view which li1e authori-

.e..; would .iave taken of any mob violence 
against the nrm-Mcslcm parts of tbe popu
lntlon. Accordingly, J ews and various E1..ro
}Jean groups were ltf1, unmolested. 
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• AnJ dedre that maJ baft esteted amonr---111 elementa of tbe Arabe u an after• matll of Ule Nut occupatlon to moleat tbe Jews wu rapldlJ dlape11ed by tbe arrlnl of Brttlab forcea, amoq Wbom Jnlah form,._ tsona frOm Palestine were nry noticeable. Tbe Arabe gained the lmpresalon that the Jewa were teepected alllea of the Brltlab, and thl.a wu aufllclent to nlp ln the bud 

&DJ temptation to engage tn antl-Jewl.ab actlvltiea. 
Apparently recently, however, varloua Arab elements in Trtpoll gained the lmpresalon, through their frequent contacts wlth General Temple, Colonel Merter, and other Brlt

tah omcers in Tripoli, tba• with the cessation of hostll1t1ea ln Europe, the alllance between the Brltl1h and the Jews was over; that the Brlttsh no longer needed ~e cooperation of Jewlah manpower from Palestine; and that, therefore, the Brltiah were no longer lntereated ln the treatment of Jews ln Trlpoll. 
Aa a result of this lmpreS&lon, coupled with agitation by emlsaarles ot the Pan-Arab League, whose identity and presence ln Trlpoll were well-known to British autborltlea, a pogrom was organized. In the Jewish quarters In Tripoli on Sunday, November 4. The organ!F.era of the pogrom spread the word that the Brit ish authorities would not Interfere. Indeed, the Jewish quarter In Trtpoll waa attacked and 40 Jews were murdered on that day. And the mtlttary authorities did not Interfere. No curfew was declared ln the city, and no exceptional measures were taken either to arrest the known ring leJlders or to prevent the recurrence of disturbances. 
Thls attitude of the British authorltles was considered a clear encouragement by the or

ganizers of the disorders. On Monday November 5, they once more broke Into the°Jewtsh qU2.rter or the city and several domen Jewa were again slaughtered. And again no dectlve measures were taken by the Brltlah authorities to prevent the recurrence or further spread or the disorders. 
On the third day, when word of the peeallar attitude of the British authorltles ~ throughout the country, similar dtsordeN took place In various villages, and looting of Jewtab property extended throughout westtern Trtpolltanta. In thoee places where there were no Jews, and to some extent ln Tripoli aa well , the mob attacked Italians and other Europeans. It was only on that day that Brigadier Temple ordered a curfew ln certain parts of the town. Blgntficantly enough, he cur!ewed only the center of the city, sending patrols to the Christian and European quarters. Native and Jewish quarters remained unpatrolled, thereby making It P088lble for mobs from the native quarter to continue a111aultlng the Jewish quarter Th ■laughter and looting or Jews coni1nue: unabated. 
It 1a understood that Brigadier Tem 1 ~;;1:\ to JustUy hts attttude on the griu~J: a e did not have sufficient police forces to patrol effectively the entire city It 

sb~~ld be stated, therefore, that he had· full au o:-lty to use troope as well aa police for the purpose of ensuring publlc order and 
!:at, had he done so, he would have h~ l\ll e manpower he needed. It should also be noted that In the di l he and hls subordl sposte a or the pollce forces na officers chose to leave undefended that section of the city and f Its population which were threatened m t o On the same day the c 011 

• performed another act w~~~i;:;ing general light on h1s attitude t d • ows a clear He demanded that theowhar d the disorders. ea s of the Ar b co;:imunity ex.:ress their regret for the d~ 
~~t~1;°po~~:tcoJ~~u!~ey Jromptly did~ 
were taken by the British a~tbo~1f1~her steps With the ringleaders of th di s to deal On the other h • sorders. 

that thef, the 1Ndca of Ul• Mtacbcl community, repucllat.e tbe dlam'den. thanbJ st•-lnl to oulilldl, .... , .. tbe II.Apr rm 1bat 
Ula dtaanlllll .... DOI a ~ed. ...-0-Tobcl attadt vpca UM 19ft, but .. tw lldld conJUct for ftlcll tbe ., ... ban u tmpartuai part of Ule .., lffl9lblln,. 

It appean ...... ... HI! ...... - or tbe Jlitilah author11i1• ta 'ftlpall t11ai tbllr ......_. at the time of~....._ la_.... Wltll a threefold obJeellft ol lldUIII pallaJ ID t communitJ: 
(a) Tbe Brl\1111 trJ te Iii .... tlM Joea1 Arab populatloD wttll Ullt mt taai tMf lake lhe Arab aide u macll • polllNe In ...., controveray. Tbla la dclDe In ordlr to Ill the local Arab populatlall to fa'fW llrlta VUS• teeshlp over Trlpolla.DIL 
(b) The Brlttah auua.w- ln 'l'itpoll 

aeemlngly proceeded cm Ule ~rJ Ulat • show of antl-Jewlah Tlolence WOUid Dot be unwelcome to the llrl\1111 OoTernmeat, u evidence that the Anb-epeaklng WGl'ld la very bitter abOut lewtah clalma to Palestine. In order that 111&1 lmpre.ion lbould 
percolate to the au1llkle world, it wu •· aentJ&l that the anti-Jewtab d18ordera should not be atopped on tbe a.rat day, but aboUld be permitted to laat for IIOIDe time . .Aa long u the Jews alone were the vtctlma of the Arab mob the Brltllh, therefore, adopted & policy of nonlnterfennce. But when 'the mob atarted getting oat of band and looting the property of varioua SUropean groupa, the Brit!ab stepped · 1n and preTented further spn:ad of the dlaorderL 

(c) By calling upon the heed.I of both the Moslem and the Jewl.lh oommunltlea to repudiate the d18ordera, the Brltllh authorities managed to maneaver themaelvea lnto their favorite poiltlon of trytng to be the falr and lmpartl&l Judp between two opposing groups, an lmpnulOll whlch they thought to convey, through newspapers correapondenta and otherwlee, to the outaide world. 

(Prom the Jewtah Telean,phlc Agency 
Bulletin of 1'ovember 28, 194& J 

B1i1naB TlooN Aaun JSWJSB l.unaa m Bm:.nK CAIIP PO& PaOTDT «. PALDTDn: Pol.JCT 
PA&IS, November 2&.-Leadera of the Central Jewish Committee ln Bergen-Belaen tn the Brltiah zone ln Germany, have ~en arrested for protesting agatnat the new Brltlah policy on Palestine, lt wu l'ffealed 1n & report received here today from the committee. 
The blue-white Zionlat nag was mlahandled by Britlah mllltary pollcemen and thrown onto a heap of garbage, the report aald, and a crowd of Jews, including many women, which gathered when a police car arrlTed to take away tboee arrested, were beat.en by Brltlab mllltary police wlth rubber truncheona. 
Tbe ureata were made on November us when the proteat against the Bevln statement was to ba-ve been submitted to the Brltllh au::sr1u. 1n Belsen during the dlatrlbutlon of t Oroaa parcels schedUled to take place on t~: tl&J. However, the German admlnlatra-ta ~ camp, G. Grande, notUled the mm-«- of the plan and later appeared WI ... tlab ll. P.'s who he &U8d to arreat 

Llpb, the president of the ~ 

u they arrived the mWt&rJ 
J removed bennera bea 
1n En&llah read1111: "O PalNtlne," which bff been 
laced Jews. Then, acting the German ■dmlnlatrator 

not onlJ the prealdent of tbe co . but a number of otber 
the lttee and ■neral or lte 

gathered by the ~~~is~h~ Jewish rabbis were ani:1 severely chided for t~mma~dlng general order■. The British e an -Jewish dls-autborltlea demanded 
They tllen took the blue-W'btte omce CII the committee and t 
pile ~ IUbaie 90 feet from the 

.JSWJDI O,UIP OPPICS UJlla>--TTPEWET S AN'D 
ooa■.-omcs U1ZJ:1> 

lle&llwhlle, many of the thousands of Jews wbo are atlll 1n the Belaen camp fathered qetber and .c>lced their protest against the German adm1n1,trator. The m lt .. ry po:tce 
then let loose with their rubber truncheons, etrlklng a.t random at men and women. 

Several hours later British troops, led by Orande, returned to the camp and arrested another member of the Jew1~h committee, two young chalutzlm and three Jevmh girls, 
without explanation. They later returned, for a thlrd time, and searched the office of the commlttee, aelzlng several typewriters . correspondence ftles, and accoun ting ledgers . 

No Information concerning those arrested oan be obtained, except lt Is known that during thelr Interrogation a t t he headquarters or the military police one was struck twice by 
& Oerman policeman in t he presence c! a 
Brltlsh omcer. 

(Prom the Jewish Telegraphic Agency Bulle• 
tln of November 11, 1945) 

PALESnME GOVERNMENT C H ARGED W ITH ARM· 
ING AaABS AND INCITING THEM TO ATIACK 
.Jswa 
JDUSALEK, November 9.-The serious ac

cusation that the Palestine Government has been arming Arabs and Inciting them to at• tack .Jews. made by the secret radio o! the Jewish resistance mo,ement , has fin ally been 
,brought Into the open . 

In the last few months there have been many reliable reports of such activity on the part of the Palestine Government, but those who were aware of them, and had !me tl-1ated, were reluctant to aggravate the sltua
tlon by writing an expose. Actually the atory has not appeared In the Palestine newspapers, and the Government therefore ~ee~ no reason to deny the charges. And, or course, the people who h ave t he ev1den<:e 
cannot risk coming out Into the open . 

One authenticated instance of the admln-1.stn.tlon's efforts to create trouble betwe"n the Arabs and the Jews Involves Abdulla Khalil el Sholkh, commander of a Hebron gang which played a prominent role in the dt.sturbances or 1936. Abdulla Khal!l hi.ct been hiding since 1936, but last year the Palestine authorities let It be known thlit they had no objection to h is ret urning o 
Hebron, which he did. 

At the same time, be received magnartl· moua &111latance from the authorities In tht' way~of agricultural machinery and b vestock Two months ago lie was approached by R Palestine Government agent and reminded of hill obllgatlons. At this time, t he former Hebron gang leader was asked to organize the Arabs ln that area into an armed force for the purpoee of "resistance to J JwLsh aggreulon." Aaaurances were also given him that all the ftnanclal aid and the firearms and other equipment necessary would be forthcoming. 
Aa.ut VILL£GER8 IELUCTANT TO ENGAGE IN RIOTS: 

TEAR CONSEQUENCES 

It la reported reliably that Abdulla Khalil el Sheikh at first was not too a1utlous to aasume that task. But fin ally be was convinced, and he 1a now organl?.ing and training Arabs with modern weapons . Five weeks ago a deputy inspector of the Palestine police visited Klloma, which ls near Hotza, a .Jewlah community not far from Jerusalem, and gathering all the Arab villagers together he told them that, accordiug to trustworU1y information, the Jews were preprrlng to attack the Arabs. He advised the Arabs to anu &nd not to a"'·alt an attack but to go after the Jews themselves. The dt:puty ln• 
■pector indicated that all the necessary arms were available. The villagers. hov.t>vcr, did not stir, refusing lo take the lni;pt:Cl.0r seriously. 
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FACT A D LEGEJ. D ABOUT PALEST! E 

BY GEROLD FRA .K 

TIALE TI. 'E toda.. probabl uffers 
r from more mi conception than 
an • other coun tr in the world. nd 
not \\ithout rea on. Here in an area 
lightl larg r than fa achu et i a 

microco m of worl hi tor,· a per
fee I bewil ering land rich in di er e 
tradition confu ing in it , complexity 
of race and religion ·, and trategically 
important as a ea land and air cro -
road . the di cu ion - on Palestine 
ha e gro ~n more fevered the e mis
cone ptions ha e increased and today 
the oddly a orted mi information 
floating about i monumental. 

I am reminded of the air corps 
licutcn nt who buttonholed me at a 
Cairo bar. So ou ve ju t come back 
from I ale tine he aid and grinned. 

Brother I bet the ure tear wicked 
herring up there. nd the Briti h 
officer in Ale andr·a who warned me 

lcmnl r ho C Je it ting on a 
olcano. One of the the II be 

m acred b th rab ·. nd the 
G rman refugee in York who 

iJ ith anno 'an c Oh Pal . tind 
Thoe people arc fanati . If you peak 

an thino but Hebrew t 1e' wont 
repl to ·ou. ' • 

uch examples can b mu tiphed 
indefinitely. nd thi i • a 1 at empt, 
nece rily limited in scope to clear 
the air - to e reoa e fa t rom leg
end about Palestine. 

Legend: Palestine is a backward agri
cultural country whose Jewish popula
tion con i , ts predominant!; of farmers 
- men and women tvlzo h e returned 
to tn'e land .. 
Faa: Pale tine was e en iall) an agri
cultural countr . But toda it i a 
growing indu trial countr . Of it 
estimated 60 0 ooo Jew one-fifth or 
about 120 oo are cnled on the land. 
Agriculture continues to flouri hat an 
amazing pace: in the la t i • .. ·e.u 79 
new agricultural village ha e b en 
founded, an I Pale tine collecti e 
farms no ha c a man tractor per 
culti ted acre a farm in thi coun
tr . But incc 19-t3 indu tr ha o it-
tripped agriculture a the lea ina 
ource of national income. Pale tines 
1943 indu trial production, a alucd 

GEROLD FRANK a e111 York neur paper man and free-lance writer for th past fifl en ,ec rs' 
has jmt returned from tire fiddle East, 11.1here he sm·~d as a u•ar corre pondrnt for ·,•rgar 
Prcr ant{ other news agencies. lie has had fntllre arti le, puhli ·hcd in mo ' · nf the le m;. 1,1 U · 

zincs i • co-allthor of< )ut in th Bex n le k and . . . a ul f, and ,s no, work11:•1 0 11 a 
hoo about 1he fiddle Rast. 
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pre crve it medieYal character un
tou hed modern Jeru l m urround
in ir bo t an • ndu trial pr J ·tion 
of ooo oo in food • 
nd pr ci ·ion ool . 

In P Jle tine - a ri ultun 1 I ale -
tine - wher the i nccr Io i h nd 
Ru_ ·i n Jewi ·h ettler on tho 1, ht 
only in term of or n c gro -c ~ nd 
dair • r uc • the lar c l trade u1 ion 
i the ~ fetal ? orker C nion. 

Legend: Rile tine i a h,ello. 
F 1ct: Thi notion th· I al t"ne i a 

rt of lo ver ~ e\ Y rk Ea · ide 
cilia 1900 with improveme1 t hould 
no\. have been prett~· well debunked. 
bv tho e thou nd of GI who ha"i·e 

• ent furlou 1 in P'"1I tin, an i, h \·e 
e n for them e vc . Camp Tcl-Lit
,·insk: twent mimnc. from Tel-

. ·i • wa the lar ·t American rest-
amp in the . I tJdle Ea 't, and on

tinued in o eration un il O tob r 
I 45· 

he I \\' re innri.iblv taken 
aback to di • o \. r th t a H-J ~ i. h T 1· 
.hi\' wa not u ]ike PJri or .. cnna 
i1 on tin nt·1I tmo:r her I or -
,\id1 i modern whil1 l uil in 
unlike a thri ·in alafonfr• con m -
nit_·· that I laih an I Jcru 1cm wiLh 

-.·id • nu and fo ri1 · • 101 , ·in
Jo •• par ·ed , ut mobile · at d , rn r 

1 \ • t~ nd , n on· h 1h t • I n i 1 - l u b 
and ro \'d <l mo •i • feat ri1 
·m ilm 

h( m 1t1 

There i f cour the Id it/ in 
~ ru al ·m - I_. than t n • quar mile 
m area a w H j rectan le of Bibli I 

hi tor • - and there are of course, 
bct1rd~d patri rch in Palestine. :\t 
the \\.ailin ,rail in the Old City you 
m y m c a l rowback to the medi
e -~ .l m •. tic Ka bar t, fore, er ab-
or cd i1; the me ning of the Redemp

t' on: men who haYe ne ·er permitted 
a razor to touch their face , who dre • 
in ,c ft, n and kulkap, who do not 
allo v th m eke to be photographed 
and who fo low reli iou ob ervance 

the I t fine edge of ritual. But ten 
minute rnlk awa} in bu ding King 

corge A \·enue an urb ne merchant 
who on e we om d patron into hi 
legant hop on \" ienna·s Kartner~ 

. tra, e now pre ide over an equaU., 
fa hionable e tabli. hment. A tone's 
throw be} ond i the King Da~ id 
Hotd , a maUer Waldorf-i\storia with 
duce bar a di tin ti e re taurant, a 
chamber-music trio enry afternoon at 
four and re,gular unda) tea-dan nt . 

Tenni and ·ailing are popular port 
at Td-.hiv· water polo draw crowd 
at he B t-Gahm pool in Haifa; in 
Jcr 1. alem tl c P,lle tine Football 

lllf ti tion i an annual e ·c, t. :\ ( y 
air corp lieutenant would e amazed 
to learn h t Pale tine e ·en h a 
and-grouse hoo ing ea on opening 

o li ~iaH e\"ery u u t I_ in the Beer 4 

h b~1 tion) and that re • nue from 
un • and am li en ex~ ed 2 o 

, . • ar. The ·ca on for partrmdge, qu ii 
hJrc an z Ile lJ t from eptem ber 

I· : ruar 1. The height· of Mt. 
rm I ar dott ~ith pi ture que 
rn 1cr re ort , hHe a golf ur e i 

lai J o I on the 0oor of the , odd, on 
th ·hore of the Dead Sea. 
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TH1: SECOND AP.Al3 AWADNINO 

l3y Jon Kimche 

(Reprint from TRIBUNE, London, January 26, 1946) 

The Middle East has grown Whiskers - long, white ones. That is one of 

the outstanding impreasions it made on me. I felt that had T. E. Lawrence come 

around with me, he would have remembered these statesmen and politicians from 

twenty-five years ago; with only one difference - a big one. Then, after the 

first l'lorld War, they were revolutioJiaries, rebels against Turks and outmodel 

traditionalism; they were progreBSives who opened up the Middle East, men who 

led th.e Arab awakening. Today, they hold positions of power and influence; but 

they are no longer the stormy petrels, the innovato~s, the leaders of the young 

and of new ideas; they are nearly all now plain conservative• who defend their 

gains of the past quarter of a century and the pesitiona they have attained. 

This is true of Egypt, Palestine, Syria, Transjordan, of Iraq and also of 

Saudi Arabia. Not a single new name of outstanding merit has come to the fore 

in these twenty-five years - with the possible exceptions of Abdul Rahman Azzam 

Pasha, the Secretary of the Arab League, and l3en Gurion and Shertok, the political 

leaders of the Jewish Agency. Among the rulers there are, of course, also King 

Farouk of Egypt and the Emir Abdul Illah of Iraq. For the rest, the old men 

carry on. 

Thia is not only true of the politicians of the Middle East, but aleo of 

the !ritish officials who serve them or shape present-day l3ritish policy. Sir 

Kinahan Cornwallis, now responsible for the new Middle Eastern Bureau set up 

by Erne at :Bevin, was Di rector of the Arab Bureau in Cairo during Lawrence ts dq; 

Sir ~·Talter Smart, recently promoted to the rank of Oriental Minister in Cairo, 

one of the makers - and brains - of British policy in the Middle East, has been 

on the spot there for the past twenty years. Kirkbride, Resident in Amman and 



one of the ablest British officials in the Middle East, was in Transjordan already 

in 1921; and there are ·numeroua others. Nowhere else in personnel and policy has 

the !rltish .ha,igover from the first World War lasted longer than in the Middle 

East; and the hangover is making itself felt • 
. . / 

The B~i tish are no longer popular in the Middle East. The presence of 

!ritish troops in Iraq, .in Syria and the Lebanon, in Pnlestine and in Egypt is 

deeply resented; how d~eply is hard to realise by anyone who has not mixed with 

the youngel" g~neration in these countries. And the old men who, during the past 
.. 

twentj'l-five .r~ars, hav.e ,derived positions of power and influence from their 

connections with 'the British, are no longer viewed with undimmed favour by 

their 0.wn peopl·e. Outwardly, the old associations and friendships remain between 
. 

the British and ruling groups in the Middle East; but they have now taken the 

shape of a danger.ously deceptive facade across tha reality of the modern Middle 

East scene . 

. A new generation of J..rabs, Christians and Jews has grown up in the Middle 

' Eastc they know .not of Law~ence, Cornwallis, Smart, Nuri and Weizmann - nor do 
\ 

they care. They live no l ·on.ger in the romantie past of the Arab revolt and 
I 

Britain uber alles; they see the ha.rd reality of Middle East politics, diplomacy 

and social conditions of toci~•-

Here is an area between the Suez and the Persian border, es large as 

Continental Europe without Soviet Russia and which contains a population barely 

larger than that of Greater London. Yet the atandard of life, of health and 

of literacy for the greater part of thie population compares with that of the 

Middle Ages in Eur•pe - with the exception of the special case of Palestine•· 

This is the unsolved problem left over from the Arab liberation after the 

fi rat W'orld \far• The British, French and their Arab friends succeeded in 

establishin« what appeared to be a stable political framework in the Middle 

East, but the deeper social and economic issues which clamoured for recognition 



... 

-
received scant attention. Democracy meant jockeying for power between rival 

factions of a restricted ruling clique. 

Iraq, for example, has had forty-seven Governments, drawn from a narrow 

range of individual politicians, during the past twenty-five years. No Govem

ment was in office long enough to cope w1 th deep social end economic problems. 

About two million fellaheen and coolies (two-thirds of the population) have 

been estimated officially to live on less than a penny a day, and, in the greater 

part, to be suffering from venereal. disease and eye infections. Infant mortality 

1s the highest in the Middle East, outside Persia; in the three larger towns of 

Iraq it averaged 227 per 1,000 children bom between 1938-1941. 

At the same time the 650,000 Kurds in Iraq - one-fifth of the total Iraqi 

population - are becoming increasingly disaffected and are looking with growing 

and evident interest across the border to North-West Persia., where a Kurdish 

Liberation Committee has been formed among the 200,000 Kurds in Persia. The 

movement is not yet important, but it is developing in one of the strategically 

key positions - just where the Russian lever is being applied to the Middle 

East. For the moment, the Iraq Government has overcome the recent Kurd rebellion 

by the application of substantial monetary inducements to the recalcitrant tribes 

after the Iraqi Army had failed to subdue them and R.A.F. had refused to intel'-

vene. 

All this is not new. It has been happening for years. lmt now a new 

dynamic factor has been introduced. Iraq, as it were, has become the glacis 

upon which the next Russian step is most likely to fall, because Iraq - like 

Persia - is inhibited by social and minority weakness, and, therefore, far leaa 

able to resist an "Azerbaijan" than, for example, Turkey at the present moment. 

This sudden realisation has dawned in recent weeks both upon Arab statesmen 

and many l3ri tish officials in the Middle East. The picture of l3r1 tish Middle 

East strategy has been re-valued and rechecked with some curious consequences. 



Arab leaders have told me that they regard present-day !ritish strategy 

as defence against Russian penetration into the Middle East. They see a line 

of British military bases extending from Southern Persia through Iraq, Syria, 

Lebanon, Palestine, Egypt to Greece to protect the Persian Gulf, the fiddle East, 

the East em Mediterranean and to back Turkey in her stand. The Russians clearly 

see the situation also in this wq; and it is hard for anyone who travels through 

the area not to conclude that this is the British strategic set-up. 

It appears as the iron frame-work designed to protect the Middle East 

settlement of the 1914 war; but within this frame there is yet another military 

arrangement which has helped hitherto to maintatn a finely balanced stability. 

This is based on the Empire of Ibn Saud and the order established by his power

ful and forceful personality among the nomad tribes within his territory; it 

was based on an Iraqi army of 35,000, \\hich kept the raiding tribes more or 

less at bay and protected the capital during the sporadic Kurdish risings. 

Theoretically, this army is strong enough to march into the Hejaz and make an 

end to Ibn Saud's rule, but British policy in the Middle East had accepted Ibn 

Saud1s kingdom and the rival Hashemi te eynastic hopes and ambitions had to bow 

to this. 

This Iraq anny was contemplated by that of the other Hashemit&-ruled 

kingdom, the mandated territory of Transjordan. This had perhaps the best local 

army in the Middle East, the "Arab Legion, 11 partly mechanised, officered and 

commended by ~rit1Bh officers, numbering about 16,000 men all told, and, inci

dentally, paid for by Eritain. A !ri tish authority told me that even this army 

alone could account for the mill tary forces at the disposal of Ibn Saud. These 

two Hashemite annies on Ibn Saud's frontier therefore clearly marked the limit 

of his expansion - and !ritiah influence, for the present, determined their 

defensive and passive attitude vis-a-vis their rival and usurper of their 

kingdom. 



All this has aucldenly been i,ov,rhl.17 affected. 1,y event■ in Persia. Few 

Arab leaders with whom I talked thought Iraq would be able to stand up any more 

than did Persia, and !ri ti ah ot'ficiala who should kno,., local conditions shared 

this view. General Nuri es Said, ex-Premier, President of the Senate, and still 

Iraqis leading stateBman, tried to mobilise the Arab League first in support of 

Persia, and then, more specifically, on behalf of Iraq and Turkey as the two 

most exposed countries. He pleaded his cause at the Arab League meeting in 

November, but met only non-committal.response from the other Arab States. He 

wanted to form a great Middle Eastern defensive bloc extending from Afghanistan 

and Turkey to Egypt. Now he has gone to Turkey to start wat are thought to 

be direct Turkish-Iraqi ataff talks. 

While Iraq has been preoccupied with possible menaces from across the 

Persian border, Xing Ibn Saud has shown concern with more domestic developments. 

I have not been to Saudi Arabia and therefore cannot speak from first-hand 

knowledge, but !ritish officials and others who should know avow that Ibn Saud 

is veey uneasy about wat will come after him. He sees the rise once more of 

Hashemite ambitions, particularly in the efforts to create a Greater Syrian 

State ruled by a Hasherni te prince; he sees the armies of Iraq and Transjordan 

waiting only for the opportunity to settle accounts with his sons for their 

usurpation of the kingdom of Hejaz. King Ibn Saud, therefore, has been pre

paring for the day when the !ritish would be no longer able or willing to 

restrain his dynastic rivals. A close alliance with Egypt has been his answer 

to this looming peril. Xing J'arouk and Egypt have, as it were, guaranteed the 

Saudi succession. What advantage Ibn Saud has offered the young King of Egypt 

in return for this great service is not yet known - but it is undoubtedly aul>

stantial. 

lhlt, with this great guarantee of Saudi succession, both Eygpt and Ibn 

Saud are committed to an active policy to counter Hashemite intentions. These 
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take two forms at the moment: lirstly, the Emir Abdullah of Tranejordan told 

me last month that when he comes to London to discuss the offer of independence 

made by- Ernest :Bevin, he will sound the British Government on the possibility of 

a Federation of the two Hashemite States, Iraq_ and Transjordan. He is interested 

in particular in a solution which weuld give Transjordan control of the 16,000 

atrorg 11Arab Legion," without having top~ for it, upkeep. The Emir Abdullah 

would like therefore an arrangement whereby the Arab Legion would be federated 

to the Iraq army- and paid for by Iraq, which would g1 ve the two Hashemi te States 

easily the moat formidable army in the Middle East. 

The second Hashemite project which Ibn Saud and Farouk need to frustrate 

if the Saudi succeesion is to be guaranteed is that of a Greater Syrian State. 

:Both Egypt and Saudi Arabia are said to be encouraging all those forces lmo,-m 

to be opposed to this conception - in particular, the Lebanon. Ibn Saud does 

not harbour dynastic intentions for his house; he just does not 't1ant to see his 

rivals established in a position of deciaive vantage. But already Russian 

preasure threatens to outdate thia complicated game of dynastic r&-1nsurance. 

Russian influence in the Middle East is not advancing by means of tradi

tional military- moves; the Russians are taking a leaf out of Lawrence's book; 

doing what the British did so successfully against the Turks. 

They are supporting the half-million Armenians in Persia, Syria, Lebanon 

and Egypt. Thia is directed against Turkey. Then, the Russians can at any 

moment opt for the Kurds and the aocially discontented in Iraq; the preparation• 

are well advanced and there are few defence lines against thia form of approach. 

The Russians are also openly and secretly supporting Syrian and Lebanese protest, 

against the Anglo-French occupation and agreement. They are giving every en

cour8€ement to Syrl an and Lebanese demands that the l3ri ti ah shall evacuate the 

Levant. 

In this connection, I must report the view of one of the beat-informed 



• 

British officiala in the Middle East. He feels aure that the moment ~rltiah troop■ 

leave Syria the count17 will face ita greateet crisis. Al.ready, ·· p ~a.vs, the writ 

of the central government bas no authority in the Druse terri tori.es and in the 

Alo,ute districts of Syria. There is still no real police force even in Damascus, 

and there is ~ontinued support and encouragement for all disintegrating f~rcee 

by the French on the spot. Under such conditions, he holds that it is questionable 

whether a Syrian State in its present form could long survive the departure of 

British troops. 

Such is the mixed and confused reaction of the Arab States to what they 

realise is, in one form or another, a chaJ.l~nge to their very existence and to 

the stability of the Middle East. Although it is not at all evident that Bnssia 

has aggressive intentions, she clearly intends, if possible, to reduce ~ritiah 

influence to a minimum in the Middle East, as in the Balkans. Russian policy 11 

still feeling its w,q, but the whiskered policies of the first World War are no 

match even for these first tentative steps. 

On old-fashioned lines of policy, the Russians are bound to win in the 

same Wf3'¥ as Lawrence and his colleagues woi,. against the Turks and the Germans, 

and that will open up another era of disturbed relations, instability and possible 

international conflict in the Middle East. For the Soviet Union will not be able 

to provide for many years to come those material aids which the 1Uddle East re

quires for its development. 

The crisis is now on; it takes many forms. Only one form is exempted: 

it is not another 1918. The outer forms and inner realities of the situation 

are not exactly the same. The Arab League, Zionism, Palestine, occupy the public 

stage. They are real enough issues, but they cannot be seen in the right pel'

spective unless the deeper developnenta here outlined are firat clarified. These, 

not the Arab-Zionist confiict. plq the main part a in the second aot of the 

Middle East crisis. 

• • • 




