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I have been aaked \e nad t• 7W, t.oalcbt, •"tltnl 
Dcpau1111&• nc•lltl.J WOW9Nd 1n a hitb-olu• llbr&.17 
raid. ·1hll• t.be a\benbip baa not. been def1a1t,eq 
'ftritied, \here 1a IUCh oirawlstantial evidence to 
indicate that this 1a th• brain-ehlld ot naae other 
than ow- guest of hoaor. Ji.'Yeo tboagh it. UT laak 
the aoholar~ q1,1allt7 aaaooiated with Rabbi Silver'• 
ael"IIOruS, it ia, nevertheless, a docwa nt o! deepest, 
aincerit:,. 

Reacued .tram the aoleua depths of the Rabbi'• wut► 
baaket, it s "cently bJ'O\lght to 11.aht, and has its 
r1rst reading t.hia evening. 

Thia el'JIOn is t1tl d: "A Habbi' ... Lot Ia Not A Happ7 
Om". In a foreword, there is th1a notation• "ie
eentl,y I addressed ay coo,reption on the subject -
'Lett.ere I Have Ileceind Prm Bo7s at Th• Front.a' -
which I ahall now suppleaent with thia paper, entitled 
- 1Campla1nta I Have R4ce1ved rm eober in Arrears.'• 

Hem In th• ,, - A ■ U ■ ••"•L, ; WiJ -



V, tramla • ••• u I ait in my stud7, overlooking Virginia, I • re
ainded that, &lt,hougb tbe lliniatey, in ita aore a rioua ph ae, 11 
hardlJ a coaic opera, there are 1trange analogies to the aong and 
dano• et!ort.a ot t,be 1-claaaia. 

Tho•ot 7ou who mq haY beard Gilbert and ulllvao I a delightful op r
et,t,a. "The Pirat.•• ot Penzance"-, re•mber the •one "A r.licwn'• Lot 
1a ot Hapw One". It 1a S11Ndiat. ~ eYident that neith•r Gilbert 
oor w.llYan bad an., real acquaintanceahip with .iabbis J ot.herwia• the 
a00g aight have had ditferent Utle. /hat do police.men know about 
trouble? 

In a, lara- and ext.enaiT• tiling qetea, where I ke p copiea or !aaoua 
aerama - !or inapiraticmal purpoaea onl7 - I &l.eo bay one com
partaent, under "G", llhioh I term "The Gripe• of rat,h". Here I tile, 
tor read¥ re!ere •, the thouaanda upon t.boua&nda of let.t.era that are 
received, annu.l.l.7, !l"Ola atmbera of rq congregation. It 1a upon th••• 
gri.pea that I aba.ll diacourae this momin,. So I dr •• aore or l••• at 
randoa, ooe f'xampJe ran t.hia Bag of ripea. It rea.da1 

Dear • Levi -
SOM month• a,o I had a aud.clen t. ck of indipation 

bro1&dlt Oil b7 eatinc too &an7 Kiptel. Fortunate}¥ I ~ 
conred 1D a few dqa. Howner., your bbi !ailed to call 
cm • 11hil• I wa. ill. It is true be c to • m the 
next Sland.q., wt. I had · already Ncovered and had gone to iq 

11n ru-.y ..-. So of wbat. uae wa. such a viait to ma? Th• 
nu$ time I aa aick I will t17 me other Taaple. I am sure 
the "aervic "will btl better. 

And now 7ou know ~ I did not contribute to the mort
gage rum. 

And anoth r ~ c- t.o ue noentJ.T t 

Dear Rabbi HUTia -

'leey trul.3 yours, 

. ?Oil ba•• oauNCl •oh t.roubl• in mT ham. Did not. ,q 
wit• pcNJ' t.ea a• iood aa U¥ of t.h• other■? Did ah• not 
pua oakea like an,ooa elee'l DSd ah• not bz-1.q a t'in• 1t.•r-
11D4r ailnr . ■o"io• t.bat •• borrowed trm 1111 eiat.er-111-l&w 
llbo d .. a not, like to lend it? Itt in 7oar bulletin an t-h• 
n••• of all the boat.ea••• uoept.-, wit•'•• You preach 
bl"OUlerbood and aood will. Doea t.hu Mk• for bro\herbood 
and aood will? I uk ,- - and I an ... r !'lo." - and I 
aq, too, tbat. Mftr a,ain will-, wit• pa•• t.ea or oak•• 
- or ff9A •t.•r - a\ 7fA1Z aiat.erhoo.:1 aaet.inp. 

And DOW 1• know ~ I d1d not. oont.ribute to t.he Mr\

,... fund. 



' 2. 

At•• dqa ago, in ,q pan aaU, tA• tollCJld.n& two ooapla1nta ow 
al.moat aia&ltanemaq, pNYiding ao..thin& tor a Solomon to aolY•• 
The one reads 

Dear Rabbi -

1a it t.hat •• cannot have heat in llahler Hallf 
At the lut •et.inc I had to keep rq ooat on during th• 
entire pertomanoe. Fortunate}¥ it i1 a new fur wrap and 
it. did wana ae up a little to ... how my frienda at.aNcl 
and glared at ae, wondering how I coul d af ford it. 

And the others 

Dear Rabbi -

y do 7011 keep Mahler Hall so hot? It iB ditti
cult to keep awake with acae of the apeaker■ 7ou engace, 
and when you keep the hall ao warm, k••ping awake ia 
utterl.7 iapoeaible. Pleue be ao kind and put t he h at 
on the 1peakers - not the hall. 

And now 7ou know why .r did not contribute to the 
mortgage fund. 

For •iv~• then haa been peculiar difficulty o! perlt.ctin1 
a aatia!acto17 llghtinc arnnpMnt. tor the interior ot th• TNple. 
Thia ia a matter that I •ould perhapa brilig to the at.t.ention ot the 
Board. Thq, ha.ever, 'fllOul. !ini the aolution dif!iault, inaalllloh 
u onl.7 a tew of tb• are ta■iUar with the in\er ior o! the balldJ.nc. 
Pertaining to tb1a subject, I shall quote r two let.tera out ot ,q 
Gripe- ac.. The tint ie t~ Mra. Moe Licht, and reads ilk• thi· 1 

ft 

Dear Mr. Wei.ta - (Iou know he 1a the Preaident.) 

mat we ait 1n Mcl1eval glOOll ner, Sundq? 
It is hard tor • to recognise people lliore than three 
pen a:aJ• And they probabl.7 haYe the aame Wtiaalt7. 
Conaequently, onq • f •• people real.17 know I have been 
to Tt11J>l•• I believe l aoald get, a Utt.le aon llgbt, 
on th• Rabbi'• 1el"IIOD8 it there wu a little •re light 
1n the TtllPl•• At, leaat I oould J.!! hia talktn, • . 

And here is a note fro■ Mr. llaaht, llho wtit•• • -

Dear Rabbi -

Saob SUndq I aa diatracted fro■ rq prqers by the 
larp oenter light in th• ceiling ot t,ha T~. lnat,ead 
ot prqina I aa t~ oat th• uaount ot mone7 wuted in 
bufflinc that light, and bow it would pq the int.ereat on 
the •• •rt..-«e llh•n it aay be put on the Tapl.e - God 
Pori>id. 

But. not. all th• oomplainta haYe to do with the Teaple. Solll .trike 
much olo .. r hma. ManT are •Hutspah" lattera t.hat critioi&• •• 
penoaa J 11. EYideat}T aw tolka think ., Nl'IIOna are too loncJ and 
a tew, alaa a YeJ7 tn, ooap]a1n that tbe7 are too abort. SOllll\iua, 
thou,h the7 •• t.o be Juat r1'1t• A f•• •*• aao a laq oaM to• 



atter the aenioe and said gu9hin_fl71 "Rabbi, 7ou cannot imagine 
how •ch 7our ael'IIOn •ant to u. You nre wt~ cute." Be 
that u it may, it has long been sq practice to apeak onl.7 till 
noon, eoaetimea oaitting 1101N ot my moat ettective paaaapa, ao 
that -, flock u.7 get haae to their rationed fulte Fiah with 
Mat.sob JloN, and then to th• oviea or bridp games without undu 
delq. Ot what dot.h it avail a man to save his soul and lose hi 
seat at the poker table. 

or t.he subject matter o! us:, seI'DIOns there ie of course 1111ch com
plaint. However, I will oni, repeat what on or ID3 faithful 
attendant■ aaid to a - "Rabbi, I think 7ou are a great pNacher. 
You never put &117 religion into 70ur eeraon■ ." 

F1"011 ma.iv ot e;r loyal and devoted !lock, I am oriticized tor 
traveling too JI1.1ch. "d17 pq our Rabbi good monq, 11 thq ariu•, 
"ao that others mq enjoy him, free of charge." It h ev&a been 
augpsted that I carey samples fran Pri.nt,.-B1ede1"1181l, zus a eid• line. 

I lhall d•ll only li~tly on oanplaint regarding the .lW1d.q School. 
Aa there are onlJr 800 children enrolled 1n the SWldey School, th• cam-
plaints thia 7ear have not exceeded 800. Too .much Hebrew; not enoudl 
Hebrew. Too much drattJ not enOW!h ventilation. Too much hom-work; 
not. enough home-work. Out too e rly; out too late. eacher:; t.oo old; 
t.eachera too JOW\6• Too Jl&I\Y parti sJ not enough part.lea. 0, veh 1a mirl 

And now I begill to ae• whJ I am be~ tendered thia 25th Annivera.r,
celebration. It is to d or tr ate, no doubt, th• amount of puniah-
aent that a Rabbi can absorb in 2!) ,ean. 

'Io paraphrase a famou ~a,.1.nga "You can cUsplea e all o the people 
ome of tl .e time, and you ca.n diaplease of the people all o.i. the 

tiae, bat. ne■ a Rabbi cannot displease allot the people allot the 
tiM. • But 1Sl7 110rry? I llhall neTer delinr this ermon anrny. It.'• 
contrary to the laws o! Virginia. 



1. -THE BILLS Tr-iAT com: OUT IN THi:, S?RING 
(Tune: Flowers That Bloom) 

The bills that come out in the spring, Tra la 
SurpriGe us each year more and more. 
The nens is so bad that they bring, Tra Ja, 
It re'lli.nds us of each little thing, Tra la , 
That ·.,e 1ve bought for the Temple before . 
That ,;e I ve bought for the Temple before. 
And th2t 's vhat we mean when we say or we sing, 
Oh bother the bills that come out in the spring, 
Tra la la la la-a, Tra la la la la-a, 
The bills that come out in the spring. 

·mo said that the library's free, Tra la, 
Didn't know that the workers get checks. 
For every improvement a fee, Tra la, 
For the murals and schoolrooms, and we, Tr:i la, 
Are only beginning to grex • 

. Are only beginning to grex. 
And that I s v1hat vie mean when we tell you that he 
!Wfust think that our money grows on every tree, 
Tra la la la la-a, Tra la la la la-a, 
iV'ith no mortgage what next will there be? 

2. -In a Black Tie 
(Tune: Tit-· lillow) 

In our pulpit in Cleveland our rabbi does preach, 
In a black tie, a black tie, a black tie . 
And we said to him, "Rabbi, ould there be a breach 
In a blue tie, a 0 reen tie, a brown tie'?" 
·e are sure you'd be dapper in them if you tried, 

Or has Mel Harris robbed you of sartorial pride?" 
~iith a shake of his head, he benignly repljed, 
11A black tie, a black tie, a black tie . 11 

3. -A VIAJTD 'HI • RABBI 
(Tune : A ·1/and' ring 1',·instrel) 

A wand'ring rabbi he, 
Jho travels o'er the nation . 

To every one horse station 
He's called to deliver a speech . 

To army camps galore, 
To Cincinnati ' s meetings, 
To England he took greetings, 
• ·e wish he I d stay home with us more . 

A birthday boy is he . 
He now is passing fifty . 
He still looks mighty nifty , 
• ;e hope h '11 be with us for years . 

e hope he 1ll be with us for years . 

4. -THIS IS THE TEW'Lr. 
(Tune: This Is The Army . ) 

This is The Temple, Rabbi dear, 
,e had a mortgage m·de you fear, 
He hu.d you worried, it Has like war, 
But it \-.on't \Orry you any more . 

This is The Temple, Rabbi;..: 1, 
Our congregation thinks you're s, 11, 
You had to call up and sell b fore , 
But you won't have to s~ll anymore , 

This is The Temple, Mr. ieit z, 
No more tough financial fights, 
Th board sent M isel from door to door, 
And we won't pay the int ' r st any more . 



MAY I THANK YOU FOR THE P"Rll:NDLY 

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS WHICH YOU 

SENT MIE. IT WAS MOST KIND OF YOU 

TO REMEMBER ME. 

RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

THE OFFICERS OF THE TEMPLE AND 

RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER WISH TO 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GRACIOUS 

MESSAGE SENT ON THIE OCCASION 

OF RABBI SILVER'S TWENTY· FIFTH 

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION . 



.JOHN W . BRICKER · 
GOV E:RNOR 

STATE OF OHIO 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

COLUMBUS 

:Jr . • bb a :~ illel Silver 
The '.I1 em ple 
Cleveland , Ohio 

::y doa_ Rabbi Silver : 

.Tanu 3.ry 
Fourt -
1943 

I a?1 re.:-:i.inded of t:1e fact th a t 
t l:i s ~-ear you -_,ill celebrate your fiftieth 
anniversar and the twenty - fifth ,ear of 
:,o~r se1'vice to 11 :. e Te-?lple . I congratulate 
you bot h as Go vernor of Ohio and i.,dividually . 

~ our i n fluence for good t h rough 
t ~ e nany civic, reli g ious and humanitarian 
c au s e s u:, i c h you irn. v e s e v e d --; i 11 1 on G b e 
felt and a ~preci a ted by the ,eople not onl y 
of Ohio but o ttis ~1 ole nE tion . 

I am proud to have a a rt i n the 
tribute v 1ic h will be s ive n to you and to 
express t~e fervent h o ~e tha t you nay be 
: ra - ted t h e stren ~th for raany ~ears of 
addi tio nal service . 

Sincerely y our s , 



FRANK J . LAUSCHE 
MAYOR 

Dece ber !"'4 

:r . i ne, ~ i . ei tz 
Leacter Ruild.J..ng 
level nct , Ohio 

De r u'r. \ ei z : 

pre.:ent • i ~"1 ye, 
are ruivin 
the may 
beg· ing 

I re et th~t I shal~ not be ble to .e 
en Sunday mornin[ , J nua . ~ th, vt1 n you 
• 1 rel! lou- service in co~ eu~rcticn of 

th com.11uni t~.,. nd our Temple s1r1 c t.ne 
Silver ' s sPrvice ,en '-fie ye rs go . 

Rabbi ~ilver has 3t r ligio s 
sno civic le~ er of his communitr . ii lws contr 1 ted 
rein rk bl:· nd unselfi nly to tne for • tion of social 
policies t ha"' h ve h d a salu r-111' pon he life 
of our c·t~~ens . Hi s reiigio s ·,ace ha.u Jended to 
aia· en in the people of C evel nd e£ .ic~ concept tl t 

s m de Llevelana n outGt ain , c· y of the Jnited JtE1tes . 
J. surve~- of tl e t istic tende!:cie of t e peo_?le of 
Gre ter Clt..veL d -;-ill estab ish t·1c1t the h:.ve no su er· or 
in their ae ire to 'ive uns inte y an un.::, .1J.ishl;; to eve 
cau ~ t t e t er t:rves the ~- ation or ot.r co1ULruni ty . 
R bbi ....,ilv,;:;r h s been a pPrticii)ant il: evt.-ry i ?-'ortan civ c 
endePvor d h, __ s een inval le in he con ri tions that 
he has IMde. 

. y ex end at this ti .e my felicitations 
to t • s gre civic nd spiri ual t. der of the co.ram mit 
nd t con tulPte the mcmbe s of hi~ leJple, as , 11 as 

th peo~le of this City , for th ood fortun of avin 
abbi ::,ilver in our mid t a.urin[; the last t • nty-fiv ye rs . 

ishes , 

FJL:H 



WASHINGTON, D. C. 

a bi ~bi ·11el Silver, 
The Tem le , 
Eat 105t Street at sel oad, 
Clevelan , Ohio . 

• dear abbi Silv r : 

Dece ,ber 26, 1942 

Please accept t e eartfelt congrat lat·ons 
of rs . ton and ,myself on this 25th anniversary 
of your serv·ce to The Temple, and your own 5th 
birt d • 

Yo r ave _roadened the o zons of Cleveland 
and America . You have lifted the eyes of our genera
tion . 

.e are livi gin the mi st of a orld- ide 
crisis when our greatest eeds are vision and faith. 
Yo have el e to le rt first ad deepen the 
lat~er . Out of it e hope there ill come a sub
stantial advance toward the time when the ill of 
God shal be done on Earth as it is in Heaven. 

You.rs sincerely, 

:ew 



DIOCESE OF CLEVELAND 
605 N . B. C . BUILDING 

O FFICE OF T HE ARCHBISHOP 

Eidney leitz, President, 
The Tenple, 
E. 105th at Ansel ~ad, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

My dear Mr. {eitz : 

8 15 SUPERIOR AVE .. N. E. 

CLEVELAND 

DecembP.r 30th, 1942. 

I thank you for calling ny attention to the 
fact that this year marks Rabbi Silver's 'Ii enty- fifth year 
of service to he Ter.xple . 

As you so well say in ~,our letter , Rabbi 
Silv0r ' s sphere of activities has exten.ded far beyond the 
Temple and his own people and has contributed much to the 
development of good citizenship. 

It gives me gr eat pleasure to extend to Rabbi 
Sil .. ,rer r.,y hearty congratulations on his anniversary and the 
fiftieth year of his life. 

li th kindest per sonal good wishes to Rabbi 
Silver and to your self, I r emain, 

Very cor dially your s , 

bi shop-Bishop of Cleveland. 

~ 
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THE BISHOP OF OHIO 
9941 PROSPECT A VENUB 

CLEVELAND 

Rabbi Abba Hillel s·1ver, D.D., 
The Temple, 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road , 
Cleveland, Qhio • 

.My dear Rabbi Silver: 

Januazy 4, 1943. 

It i ves me great leasure to unite 
with your friends ard admirers in sending you a word of 
co ~ratulations and good wishes upon the occasion of the 
fiftieth anniversary of your birth and the t wenty-fifth 
anniversary of your mi istry to The Temple . 

Your fiftieth birthday fills me with 
something of em,y for your youthfulness, for I have passed 
the sixth decade and am now heading on to the •three score 
years and te • hich the Psalmist said is the span of human 
hap iness . 1 A mere half- century is a cause for gratification 
and I wish you many happy returns of your birthday . 

A~ a fello~- servant in the temple of 
religion I re Joice with your congregation in the ·d tness 
you have borne to the eternal an unchanging values of 
human life . Your service, however , has exte ed far beyond 
the limit s of The Temple , and e thank God for the contri 
butions you have made to civic righte~usness iu the comnu
ni ty of Cleveland as a great citizen. I\Pre than this, we 
have learned to look to you as a prophet of the unity of 
mankind under the Fatherhood of God, which knows no barrier 
of race, color, or creed. 

I am grateful for the privilege of 
personal association ~ith you in the Alathians and in the 
ministry of religion. May God bless you and give you many 
years of happiness and u eful service . 

Yours faithfully, 

Beverle . Tucker 

BIYr:F 



RESIDENT BISHOP 
THE METHODIST CHURCH 

150 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK, N. Y, 

January 13, 1943 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105 St. and Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

My dear Dr. Silver: 

I have heard recently that you have completed twenty-five years of service at The Temple. I wish t9 extend both to you and to your congregation my profound congratulations. I do not know any pulpit in the country which has more consistently stood for the highest religious ideals than has The Temple during your ministry. You have never lost sight of these ideals and at the same time have wrought most effectively in getting them into the common thinking and into actual practice. Your voice is heard and respected throughout the nation and your followers constantly increase in number. I count it a great privilege to have seen and felt the power of your thought and example and I regard it a great honor to know you personally. 

With kindest regards, 

Cordially yours, 

~).~c~ 
Bishop Francis J. McConnell 

FJMcC:104 



OFFICE OF THE DEAN 

Ube Ulnil"ersi~ of (tbicago 
'llockdeller Jl!lemortal <Ibapel 

.fr . Sidn9y r. V1P.itz , Pres · -~nt 
The em-:,1~ 
ti'c st 10;: 11 Street 8 t P nsel Poad 
ClAVE:? end , 0 io 

January 4, 1'14 3 

I aoor~c-· cte deeJly the invitation to s re in 
vour tri ute to onP, OT the outstanding religious lead rs of 
our ~ener tion . It is the more a nropriete on the occesion 
of BPbbi ~ilver's 25t in iver~ary at The Templ~ and his 
fi tiet°!'l birthday. It WRS once my own chief pro essiontl 
ambi io to spend t enty-five years in the service of one 
city church -- an a. bition now never to be fulfilled, though 
I BVe alrendy been a minister of r li~ion in hiss e 
community fort irty- two years . I congretulate R~bbi Silver 
and T e Temple t e more 1 ~f' tily he,t thi a ition has been 
ful~illed for ·m - - a fulfillment t e more unus1al b9c~use 
~eh s snent ~lf his vm lifetime in the service of one 
great and strntegic reli iouR institution. 

Durinf the fi teen years oft ·s C epel's 
his ory , many OT us here ve come t o recognize in 
Pabbi Silver the outctanding Jewish Rabbi o cones to us 
fr m tim o t·me as Univers~ty Preacher . Iis eloquent 
messagesof aith and hoe and love still echo in our deepest 
souls. Bu P,Ven beyon thP.se S?oken words , we treasure and 
honor t~e Man himsP.lf, s ennin end being suent in the 
service of is fellows, his country, his gene-rl•tion, and his 
God . ~ay God bl':"SS and use him and you th ouP-h m~"W more 
ye2rs of enlar in~ service together , in a tim ~t ~ill 
sorely IlPed sue viston as his en such cooper tion s yours . 

incerely yours , 

Ch6rles . Gilkey 



Office of the Dean 

HARVARD DIVINITY SCHOOL 
ANDOVER HALL. FRANCIS AVENUE 

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 

To Abba Hillel Silver, D.D. 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

December 28, 1942 

I am very happy to be honored by the invitation 
from your friends of The Temple to send you from 
Harvard a greeting on the occasion of your completion 
of twenty-five years ministry there, and your own 
fifty years of life. 

After the half century of varied an rich 
experience, and after the quarter century of distin
guished service to your own church, to your city, 
your people, and to all men of good will everywhere, 
you are entitled to the encouragement which comes 
from widespread recognition. 

We feel,speaking through you, the majesty of 
the ·Torah, and catch from you someth ing of the passion 
for righteousness that ls the genius of Hebrew irophecy. 

We are living at a time when, in the world of v 
the spirit, nothing ls so much needed as men of c_onacience 
and imagination. Only a deepened sincerity can match 
and finally overcome the falsities that are abroad in 
the world, and only a quick imagination can serve to 
interpret races and cultures to one another, which until 
now have been able to live in isolated self-sufficiency. 
In both of these respects you merit our grateful thanks. 

And most especially, as Chairman of the Board of ✓ 
Preachers to Harvard University, I wish to tmnk you for 
the help which you have given us in our University Church 
in recent years as one of our visiting preachers. Your 
coming to us has something of the quality of the Solemn 
Feast Day, and you never fail to touch our conscience and 
lift our spirits. 

May the years to come be_ gracious to you, not merely v 
for the sake of the honor and rewards you will draw fran 
them but even more for the sake of the troubled world 
which you re so wisely and unselfishly serving. 



v' 

OFFICE OF THE MODERATOR 

CONGREGATIO AL CHRISTIAN CHURCHES 

REV. FERDINA.VD Q. BLANCHARD, D. D. 
EUCLID AVENUE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

EUC LI D AVEN UE AND EAST 96"' STREET 

CLEVELAND, OHIO 

One of the outst1:U1ding quiokening and inspiring 

experiences of my life of over 25 years in Cleveland has 

been the fellowship I htLve enjoyed with Rabbi Silver. I 

have wia.tohed his growing power with sincere~ wiqualified 

1:.1.dmiration. His thinkinb hia.s been sound; daring; yet never 

erratic. His gift of expression, marked by lucidity, gr~oe 

and force h~s 1&1.de him one of the most eloquent voices of 

the past generation in the English t0llf;Ue. His friendliness 

has rendered oompanionshi with him~ delight. Iu mu.ny 

ways we ttre u.11 his debtors. While nio) irtr'luence hi...s 

p~ssed looal and even n~tion~l limits, he is yet always 

the graoious gentleDlt:ln in whose presence we have rejoiced. 

V 
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CCke iucLlJ Gf venue '13aptlst Ckurch 
/;ml ,8fk St. al /;ucliJ 0/venue 

C!evelanJ, Okw 
EDWIN MCNEILL POTEAT January 8 , 

1943. 

ear Ir . ilver, 

',when I learned the other day that you ere presently to celebrate twenty-five years of leadership at the head of your flock , my first reaction was incredulity, my second was admiration. Incredulous because that means you began when you were twenty-five years old; admiring because ou have stuck with your regiment, grown with it and lead it with conspicuous wisdom and enthusiasm. 

on the occasion when your friends will do you honor. allow me to say that it is a source of genuine satisfaction that while .America knows you and has felt your wholesome influence• it is Cleveland that has been honored to claim you as a foremost citizen and e. splendid counsellor. 

That your next twenty-five rears y be as rich in satisfactions as your last twenty-~ive have been in fruitfulness is the hearty good wish of 

Your sincere friend, 

Dr. Abba Hillel ilver, 
Clevele.nd ,. Ohio. EMP,ef 
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REV. A. J. MURPHY, PH. D. ClatlJnltt CIIJarittts 1bmau FLORENCE M. MASON 

ASST. DIRECTOR 
(CASEWORK) 

DIRECTOR 

DIOCESE CF" CLEVELAND 

1001 HURON ROAD 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
Ansel and East 105th, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

January 13 
1 9 4 3 

I regret exceedingly that I shall be unable to attend your anni- . 
versary celebration on Sunday morning, January 24. Sunday is a 
bad day for me to accept engagements, as I must be at the Detention 
Home for services on that day. 

May I take this opportunity to congratulate you most sincerely upon 
your splendid service t o the community during the past quarter of a 
century. Your leadership has been of inestimable value in every 
worth-while movement, and all of us familiar with your activities 
have admired the deep and spiritual tones which your public utter
ances have attained. 

I hope that the Father of us all will spare you for many more 
useful years in His service. 

Sincerely, 

Father Murphy. 

AJM:C 



frank >alli,Jar f ~,d~ 
fai rmo•m~ {l1urd, 

{b1¢1 ao i>d9l1h:-, ,l,;o 

Fairmount Church congratulates The Temple 

and Rabbi Silver on the latter's twenty-fifth anni

versary. His leadership has meant much not only 

to his awn congregation and the Jewish community but 

to all the religious forces of the Cleveland area. 

May it go from strength to strength1 

For the church, 

✓ ~7/ 
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THE CLEVELAND CHURCH FEDERATION 
1010 HIPPODROME BUILDING 

CHerry 3147 

• 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Ansel oad and East 105th Street 
Cleveland , Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

January 14, 1943 

PUIU>BNT--DA YID K. Foan 

Via Pua1DtNT1-F1.AN1t M. BAua 

D. Roatr.T LAW&ON 

DuAI.TWBNT Vret PAE11DtNn 

Rn101ou1 Wou:-JoaN W. FLYNN 

CHlltllTtAN EoucAT10N-W1LUAw S. Hoc1twAN 

SoctAL AcrtoN-WALTBa H. STAllJC 

INT111.-Cau1tcH Rtt.Anom-E,uL N. Kr.ArFT 

WowaN'a Wou:-Mu. C. C. DASH 

BllllNl!SS AND FINANCB-FI.ANlt P. Ctt.EIIT! 

CaAJllMAN 8oA1.D or Tausraz:s-JoaN C. BAu:u-r 

RwoaDtNO SJCl.!TAllY- SAwu•L W. SwtTB 

T1.1Aeuu1.-R. S. C1.Awro1.0 

l!ucunva SBCUTAI.T--0. M. WALTON 

AlloaAT! SBCUTAal!I 

l!oucAT10N-D01.0TaT A. NnAND 

SociAt. Wou:-MA1.0A1.n H. HAW1t1N1 

Or,1ca-MABBL I!. GAai<BTT 

BBTTT SnwAr.T 

CmNIU C.ll'rll-WW.tAW FUNG 

Pennit me to. extend the fraternal greetings and congratulations 
of the Protestant churches of Greater CleveJ.and as represented by 
the Federation as you approach the twenty-fifth anniversary of your 
ministry at The Temple. You have the genuine respect and great 
affection of the many Christian friends you have nade in your out
standing winistry to your own congregation . Perhaps you are not 
fully aware of all its overtones in our community. 

Our good wishes and prayers will be joined with those of your 
people fo r many added years of leadershi ry in our city. 

Yours very sincerely, 

Executive Secretary 



OFFICE OF 

LOU IS B . SE LTZER 
EDITOR 

The Cle 

Dear abbi Silver: 

Press 

December 31, 1942 . 

It is a privilege to 5-reet you UflOn the completion of 25 :rears of 
service as thP ~ v.i..!'i tual leadt of The Temple arrl upon your 50th 
birthday . 

Yo :ame to Clew land a 1uarter of a century ago as a youne Man of 
co rage, elo ~ence, ar~ ri ehteous zeal . The passing yeas have 
added stren,.., th to your courage, fire to your eloquence, and pm 1er 
to your zeal. 

Iu a uarter of' a c entury of tumultuous and trvi~ events, you r..ave 
been a tm·er of st ength . Your faith in rod and in man have been 
firm. In t.he storm and stress of the furious currents 01 the life 
of the ~urld, you have al ·ays raised your voice in behalf of he 
rights of the indi .. r-.dual man . Ever :rou have fought for t oRe 
things that enhance the dignity o" the iidividual . 

You have taken an act.iv·e and fearless part in ci vie affai~s, in 
nat;_onal affairs and in too affairs of your own religion . You 
have l)een a great citizen of Cleveland, a great Jew, and a great 
American . 

May God give you many- more years of life and many more y ~ a r s of 
servic5 s the vd.se leader of a great congregation . 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver , 
The Temple, 

~incerely yours , 

East Io5th Street at Ansel Road, 
Cleveland , Ohio . 



CLEVELAND PLAIN DEALER 
ESTABLISHED AS THE EVENING PLAIN DEALER IN 18◄ 5 MORNING AND SUNDAY 
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LARGEST MORNING AND SUNDAY CIRCULATION IN OHIO 

.JOHN S . Ml?CARRENS , GCNCRALMANAGCR 

1:r. Sidney N. Weitz, 
'Ihe Temple, 
E. 105th St. at Ansel Rd., 
Cleveland, o. 

Dear Ur. Weitz: 

PAUL BELLAMY , EDITOR 

Dec. 24, 1942 

I understand that on January 24th there 
will be a celebration of Rabbi Silver•s twenty-fifth 
year of service to the Temple. May I add m:, tribute 
to the thousands which he rl.ll receive on that auspicious 
occasion? He bas been a shining light to us all. May 
he live forever arrl prosper. 

Sincerely yours, 
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CLEVELAND NEWS 

J. • Sidney N. ' eitz 
The Temple 
Cleveland 

Dear :r. •·ei tz: 

·,nen I started out in this newspaper business a well 
inforned anc. wise adviser told me that material com
pensation was in all probability the least of the 
things whic 1 might help enrich the life of the young 
man who linked his career to the progress of his 
co,mmunity through the medium of a newspaper . 

As the years have Im.11 ti plied, I have found this to be 
true in a larger measure than I ever izragined at the 
outset. It has been my privilege to know tl1e men who 
have helped keep Cleveland hi~h amon0 the enlightened 
conmnmi ties of this nation. "fl1en am taking inventory 
of these associations which have enric_ed my life, I am 
always grateful that through this medium of work and 
interest, my life touched that of Rabbi Silver . 

Cleveland as well as The Temple is to be con atulated 
on havin~ had a man of Rabbi Silver•s stature and 
i dealism decicate his life and the richness of his 
mind to the cause of religion for a quarter of a cen
tury. I know· that I have r.tan

4
' times been inspired by 

his words and encouraged by his judgment of men and 
issues . 

I am humbled and at the same til"'e happy to have an 
opportunity to lift my voice in appreciation of a 
man T1hose eloquence far surpasses an dream I might 
have of ?Utting thoughts into words . 

Cleveland Ne 1s 
Hugh Kane 
'anaging Edi tor 
O:?cember 26, 1942 

Associated Pre11 .. A. P. Wlre phoU International News Service 
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CASE SCHOOL OF APPLIED SCIENCE 

Ol'l"ICE 01" THE PRESIOENT 

UNIVERSITY CIRCLE 

CLEVELAND, OHIO 

My dear Rabbi Silver: 

December 311942 

I have just learned th t you have 
completed twenty-five years of service to the Temple nd 
all th populc.tion of Grecte1· Clevelc..nd . Your ministr<J h s 
been notable for its influence. Your own people have re
ceived ~t your hand full me sure and over-flowing; mean hile 
thous nds of us who a.re not of your faith h v come ithin 
the orbit of your spiritual influence and rour personal friend
ship . We 2re deeply gr teful for th ' s ex .. erience w ich has 
illuminated our thinking and enricned 0 1r spiritual lives. I 
am happy to take this occasion to congratul t you upon your 
distinguished service, and to hope that it may continue amone 
us for many years. 

Cordially yours, 

Rabbi Abba. Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

' 

President 
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THE HEBREW UNION COLLEGE 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

CINCINNATI, OHIO 

yanuary l G, 1943. 

Rev. Dr. Abba ii . Silver, 
The Temple' 
E . 105th Street a t nsel Road , 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

My dear Abba: 

I am informed that, this month, y ou will celebrate 
your fiftieth birthday, an d li kewise that your congregation 
will commemorate t he twenty-fifth anniversary er your ministry 
to it. I can easily believe that you will be fifty years 
old, even though I was not p resent upon tre happy occa s ion 
of your birth. But I find it ver.' di ff icult to realize 
that your ministry t o The Temple covers a period of a quarter 
of a ce ntury, although , as you know, I was actively connected 
with your coming to The 8mple. 

I remember very clearly when my old and very dear friend 
Rabbi I'.Ioses J . Gries, came to Cincinnati to confer with me about ' 
t l1e question of a worthy succes ;:; or to himself to that great 
pulpit. It v,as a joy to me at that time to present your name 
to his consideration and, through him, to tm authorities of 
the congregation, and to insist that t he re was absolutely no 
other alumnus of the College whom I wished to recommend for 
this high position. I remember, too, very vividly ho·w, a 
few weeks late r, when t he U.Ai.C met in Baltimore , Ben Lowenste in 
and Charlie Eisenman came to me in the Belvedere Hot e l and asked 
me to introduce them to you, so that, as representatives of 
the congregation, t h ey might report back to their colleag ues 
their impres 3ion of you. Obviously, their impression was 
favorab l e, for it was only t wo or three weeks thereafter 
that your e lection as Rabbi of The ·:iemple was pub licly 
announced. 

Since then twenty-five yeara ha va passed. Yours has 
been a career of unique achievement and distinction. Under 
your spiritua l l eadership your congregation ha8 gone steadily 
forward until, today, it is deservedly reco =>nized as one of 
the outsta nding congrega tions of the country. It reflects 
your spirit and mirrors your thought and purpose. But far 
transcending your r eputation as a congregational and co~unal 
leader you hav0 achieve d a national and a world wide reputation 
as one' of t 11e a uthoritative spokesmen of J udai sm and most potent 
champions of the ca use of th e JewiBh people. In every way 
you are one of the most il l ustr ious and de servedly honored 
graduates of the Hebrew Union College. 

Through all this achievement by you , the College feels 



- 2- R v . D~ . ~bba ~ . Silver. 

its ~lf honored and its p:estige greatly enlar 0
e- . It rejoices 

:iincerely in your r e cord o~· achievement as one of its ablest 

and nost highly famed dons . And in all this record I r ejoice 

as your forner teacher and as your clo~e and loyal f ri end from 

the very day on v;hich you ent -3 red the Colle :i e as a youn.J student 

As I t.. 1 ink you know full well, duri n.5 t his entire period I :ia ve 

cherished a de ep confld e nce in you and a sincere and abid ing 
af ection for you . And ther e fore , it h as been a ource of real 

joy to me to 3ee J OU advance step by step to vour pr~sent illu3 -

trlous position as eader of world Jewry and in the r3li · ous 
t :iin l~ in5 of t he pre.3tHlt day . Upon all this I congratulate 

vou fron the bottol of my heart, . 

But. even mor e do I look forv,ard to the future for you 

wit~ high hope s bild rea l expectancy . Even at fifty y ou are 
sti l l a r e latively young man , and the ful l ness of your spir i tua 1 

growth , your grea te st a chi evement and largest s e r v i c e undoubtedl y 

l i e stil l i n the future . It is my earnest wish and Jrayer tor 

you that , in the year" to co_ e , and !!18' they be many , you 1..ay 

continue to achieve in steadily expan in me asure for he 0 uidance 

and blessing of the household of Israal and your f e lloWI!ien . 
And in that s e r vice and in that achievement may yo u and Virginia 

and your two fine b oys f i nd imme asurable "a tisfacti on , unend i ng 

happ i ness and deep c onsciousness of Divine blessing . All this 

I wi sh and pray for you in loyal and affectionate friendship . 

Faithf ,lly yours , 

R3 ~IDEN 1
• 



THE JEWISH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY OF AMERICA 

NORTHEAST CORNER, BROADWAY ANO 122ND STREET 

NEW YORK CITY 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT December 24, 1942 

Dear Mr . ~eitz: 

I am very glad to join with the many other friends 

of Doctor Abba Hillel Silver in extending to him and to your 

congregation felicitations on his completion of twenty-five 

years of service to your Temple . In the course of these 

twenty-five years, Doctor Silver has proved himself a 

devoted servant of the Jewish community and, indeed, of the 

whole American people. What he has contributed to the re

establishment of Palestine as a Jewish homeland and as a 

refuge for the oppressed will remain an eternal monument to 

him. His ministry has helped to bring many of our people to 

a keener realization of the basic contribution of Judaism to 

the democratic way of life arrl to civilization. Both as 

scholar and as preacher, he has won the admiration and 

affection of his colleagues in all groups of American Judaism. 

As he approaches his fiftieth birthday, we look to him for 

continued guidance and assistance in meeting the vast problems 

which today face Israel and, indeed, all mankind. 

Sidney . eitz, Esq . 
The Temple 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

srk 

Faithfully, as ever, 

Louis Finkelstein 



LOU I SE . LEVINTHAL 

JUDGE 

.,:r . S dne y 
Pre d~nt, 
East 105 

lP,vel n 

JUDG!tS' CHAMBERS 

CouAT o..-CoMMON PLEAS No.6 

C ITY HALL 

PH I LADELPH I A 

tr A tz, 
Tbe Tew lA, 
St. at Ansel 
Oh o . 

December 30, ]942 . 

~""... dear . r . , • e it z : 
V 

Ta~ erv ha. PJ to earn th ton Sunday 
morn n, January 24t, Te TeM!-) e o _,lPvelH d 

~O111~erorate .~e f ft eth b rthday of its 
ngu shed qabb , Abba H llel S lver, and als 

he 25th ann versary of rs service as sp ritual 
le ader of The T~mple . 

On behal of the ~-onis Or~an z 
6n:erica , of hich T have the honor to he t, 
a~ on om per ona Bha P, I ielco~e sop or-
tun · ty to j0in ii, -r:;>a.y ng trl ute uo o ~ of the 01.Jt -

tand l1 Te,~r_c: f :.> re~ of ou _,ene1"' to . _~s pro-
found scbo a an eloquent orator, ~ e A~ ach ever 

pos t on of eminen e -y, be~o d the JOunds or the 
city of eve ~d , or a qu~~ter of a 0entur 
heh s sere o ~ t and so brill antl . 

eless devot on to the ... n tea 
P lest ne puee and arjvo ac of 
the Zion st C8use . ave eurne for h 
the af ect_on anc the adm ratio _ of 
bave pr e · n the r people ' s st 

m tre grat u e, 
all J ewEt w o 

ho .1. ve 
f~ th n their people ' s future . 

Is erAl t ru t that -r . S lver may b 
wranted the ~trength to con nue for many d ca e 

o .eve ~ co~greget o c ~~un t , the le 
of Israel, ad a 1 _um n ty . 

on 



The celebration of the twenty-fifth year or Abba 

Hillel Silver's services as the Rabbi of The Temple of Cleve

land is joined by a host of friends and co-workers in the 

Zionist movement. Dr. Silver has given exemplary devotion 

to his congregation and to the community at large. He has 

preached high civic ideals, advocated liberal causes, a?Xl 

participated in many movements that have enhanced the good 

name of the city of Cleveland. He has inspired the members 

of his congregation with a sense of loyalty to their faith 

and to the ethical ideals of their own people. He has been 

the educator of a generation of young people who have passed 

through the religious schools of The Temple and have been 

equipped to face the struggle for the survival of Jewish 

faith and ideals. 

But it is in the Zionist movement that Dr. Silver 

has had the opportunity to give full expression to his Jewish 

personality, and to his great gifts. From early youth, he 

bas been devoted to the Zionist cause. Here, on JDaniY occasions, 

he has spoken the appropriate word with distinction, with 

pe.ssion, e.nd with great conviction. He has stirred the con

science of the world for justice to the Jewish people. He 

has urged, with rare eloquence, the fulfillment of international 

pledges, not only for the sake of the Jewish people, but in the 

interests of a nobler civilization. He has been a distinguished 

leader of a great cause. He has succeeded in arousing in the 

American Jewish Community respectful attention and devotion to 

the great heritage symbolized by the Zionist ideal. 

- l -



Dr. Silver has occupied two pulpits during the 

twenty-five years of his Rabbinate in Cleveland. He has been 

the preacher of The Temple in Cleveland. On a larger stage, 

to a greater audience, he has been the outstanding preacher 

of an eloquent Zionism. 

Louis Li sky , 
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Mr. Sid~ey N. Weitz . Pr~sident, 
The Temple, 
East 105th St . at Ansel Road, 
Cl f!VP land, Ohi • 

Depr Mr . Weitz : 

Jan 1cry J.2, 
19 43. 

I deem it a pri vi..ege to .-::..s soci~ te m.vse. f with the great c,'"m ... :a.11y 

nf Dr. Silver's :'riends, admire s and. we:J -wtshers in the 
outpouring o felicitPti ~s nn the occesion ~f his fiftieth 
birt~de.y. In t~~fe felicitations the Board of Directors of the 
Je~ ish .. ation.al li, d 1)f America 1eartily joins. 

Dr. Silver's great gifts 0T forensic ana ~ratorical powers h~ve 
on him in~9rnational acclaim. My tribu~e to Dr. Silver, hotPver, 

ts chiefly t0 his Jewish passion, his great i nte lectual and 
spiri t,J.al powers, his penetrating logic which ensures cJ.ari ty, 

and hi r forthright courage \•.hi cli. lends dignity to h:I.,; career. 
This rare combination of gifts has mane him one of the great 
spokesmen and leaders of American Israel. 

We are fortunate, as is indeed the 1 rger community of his fe:!.low 
citizens, a~d Eretz Israel is fortunate, that Dr. Silver is still 
a young man at the height of h:l.s great powers, so that we are able 

to look f orward to many years of his conti ued leadershi~• 

Of course we, his coll c; ,gues, hea.rtil:, congrat11late him. He has 
richly deaerv~d the honor and recognition whi h have c~me to him. 

!ay each ucc eding 1Jirthday dra.w us closer to him and draw him 
and us togethFr closer to t·1e goal of Zi o built, Israel redeemed, 

and humanity saved. 

you.rs, 

Dr. Israel Gol tein, 
President. 

IG:dl 

41 EAST 42nd STREET • Telephone: VAnderbilt 6-3780 • NEW YORK, N. Y. 

--,..,o 
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January 10, 1943 

DR. SILVER AT gIFTY 

TE.L. CH>E.LBEA 3 • 7427 

7428 

CABLE ADDREB.S 

••MIZORIENT'' 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver is the ·~ax Nordau of the present generation. 

He is the tribune of his people, a profound thinler and excellent 

stylist. And he is gifted with a flair for realism, coupled with an 

iron will and great courage. With his God-given power of speech and in

cisive thought he is well able to ld.ndle the hearts of men. Like Nordau, 

he exposes the "conventional lies" of contemporary civilization, halts 

the •degenerative trends of modern society," and seeks with every fibre 

of his being to attain a radical solution of the "paradoxical" 

situation of his own people. 

As Dr. Silver has developed into one of America's most 

distinguished personalit i es, there has at the same time grown the proud 

Jew, the Jewish champion, the national leader. The tragic lot of his 

people gives him no rest. His heart beats with pity. ]'orever he 

pleads and strives for the melioration of Jewish suffering. 

Often, despite his great preoccupation with Jewish problems, we 

rejoice that he also finds the opportunity to enrich literature with 

his genial essays, so masterly in style and thought • 

. ay he long continue to labor for 
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I am happy to Greet Ra bbi Abba Hillel Silver on h is 

t wenty- fifth anniversar .,' as sp irit ual leader of Tl:e Temp le 

a nd on t he occa sion of h is f i f tieth birthday. Our times 

have known few more brilliant or persuasive acvocates o f 

t he cause of Jews t ne world over . ta comparatively early 

a ~e, it has been ~iven to Rabbi ~ilver to e a b le to look 

back on many vears of u seful endeavor; an d in extending to < ~ 

him, on behalf of mysel f and my collea .,ues, even, c-:ood 

wish for continued well- being , I also want to express m~, 

fervent hope t ha t his ~ood work in the not f ar d istant 

f uture may oo carried on under conditions of world peace . 

January seventh 
l 9 4 3 

Faul Baerwald 
lionorary hairimn 

Joint Distribution Committee 
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NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE, INC. 
139 CENTRE STREET 

NEW YORK CITY 

Rabbi Abb Hillel Silver 
The Temnle 
East 105 Stree at lnsel Rod 
Cleve~ nn , Ohio 

My dear Rabbi Silver: 

J nuary 6, 1943 

Cables: NACOMREF, New York 

It is a major achievement, in these trying times, 
w· en one can c mmernor&te twenty-five years of service to 
a single instjtution . In the p st auarter of a century 
'S The Temple has grown, Jewish life around it hes t rived 
under your guidBnce . 

As you look beck over he .. st twenty-f..:.i.re yenrs , 
you heve v.itnessed a significa.nt ci nge in P..merican J_ewish 
life -- ~ c P.nge ·n which you hn e pl_yed an important role . 
You h&ve seen nd helped to develop the "communs.l er , 11 thRt 
process of gro h by which li terc lly thou ci nds of Jevrish 
cities in the United S ~te h ve adv need from the stcge 
of experimentation to sound community organiz t · cn . 

As a fellow chc:;irm, n of the united Je,d sh Appe 1 , 
I have witnes ed thif> process of growth in its more recent 
stages . '!hat it ha.S been achieved ithout sacrificing the 
fundamentE.l conception of syn gogical life as the focal i::oint 
of contempor ry Judaism , is a tribute to you Bnd others of 
your st mp who serve well the syna ogue and the community . 

This is your fiftieth birthday, too. Half e. century 
in time is more th n my years en . ble me to remember. But of 
this I am cert in -- the Jewish community of Americ ha been 
more virile and its growth fundamentally sounder bee use it 
has gro n 1ith you . 

The officers and Executive Committee 
Refugee Service join me in exten ing hearti st 

C 

Wil senwa , 
National Refu ee Serv e , In 

AIDS AMERICA'S NEWCOMERS ... AIDS 
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January 11, 1943 

Dear . Weitz: 

The twofold anniversary to be observed on 
January 24 in honor of Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver , marking 
twenty-five years of his rabbinate at t he Temple and his 
fiftieth birthday, is a tribute eminentq deserved. 

True to historic traditions, Rabbi Silver has been 
scholar and minister, author and welfare leader, and in 
each of these fields he bas achieved distinction, in both 
the Jewish and general commmdty. 

On behalf of the American Jewish Committee, I extend 
warmest felicitations to Rabbi Silver and to your congregation. 
With them go sincere good wishes to him for a long life of 
continued service to the good causes. 

Mr . Sidney N. Weitz 
President, The Temple 

Sincerely 

East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

MW/G 

New Orleans, La , 
Philadelphla, Pa. 
New Yori<, N. ~
New York, N. y . 
New York N. y . 

New York, N. y . 
Richmond, Va , 

New York, N. y. 
New York, N. Y 
New York, N, Y. 
New York, N. Y. 
New York, N. Y. 
New York, N. Y. 

Detroit, Mich. 
Philadelphla,Pa. 



EXECUTIVE OFFICES 

ANTI - 0 E FAMATION LEAGUE 

OP" B ' NAI B ' RITH 

130 N . WELLS ST. CHICAGO 

· 1y dear Dr . Silver : 

SIGMUND LIVINGSTON 
CHAl~MAN 

RICHARD E. GUTSTA.DT 
DIR ECTOR 

December 23, 1842 

r:lhe advent of your 50th birthday and th 25th anniver
sar o our rabbinate in he Tern le fforcs e an 
opport nity which I have lonb sought. that of ex ress-
ing er· reat e. . reciat· on of 0 1u· splendid contri-
butions ma e to Jewry• to our countr..: and to humani e.t 
lar,· • 

You were indeed endoned with e~traordina abilit and 
vigor and you have applied the same or many years t 
the cause of iusti e. nders anding and good - ill . 

There are fe men in our zener tio who ha e contr"buted 
more than ou have to a true ~ 01led e of he ew b his 
fell c5.ti z.ens and e.t the a rrie ime have ,... iven le.r ,el 
to preservlns i the ew himself he di :nity which should 
be his . 

You have aided the Anti - Defamation Lae.g· e ever' op or-
tuni ty . In fact . ou have al •ays been read to respond 
toe ery demand made upon yo . e assured that the offi 
cia s of the Anti - Defe. tion Leacue have cons'dered your 
hel ir.valuable and a reciated or cooper tion to the 
full . 

J.1 ve best wishes and con ratulations and mv prayer 
is that you nay be spared in full vi6or for many, many 
year s to come and that yo ill see and feel a ri e 
fruition of our life ' s ,ork . 

Dr . Abba Fillel Sil er 
The Temple 
East 105th Str eet at Ansel ~oad 
Cle eland, Ohio 



EXECUTIVE OFFICES 

ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE 

OF B'NAI B'RITH 

130 N . WELLS ST. CHICAGO 

n~ dear Rabbi Silver: 

SIGMUND LIVINGSTON 
CHAIRMAN 

RICHARD E. GUTSTADT 
DIRECTOR 

Deceni>er 23, 1942 

I have just been advised of the impending celebration of 
your fiftieth anniversary ooinoidentall r with the twentJr
fifth a~iversary of y our occupancy of the pulpit of the 
Temple . On this doubly auspioious occasion, I should 
like to be numbered amongst your innumerable friends and 
well-wishers in transmitting rey heartiest felicitations 
to you on the occasion of your fiftieth birthday, and my 
equally hearty congratulations to the congregation and 
the community of Cleve lam for their very great good 
fortune in having ha.a y ou among them f or so many full 
and productive years. 

ithout desire to be fulsome, I think one may in com
plete sincerity express hi,s admiration for the unique 
contribution which, out of J our ma.._.,nifioent ca acity 
and our great vigor, you ha.ve mde to the life and t he 
interests of your ovrn and the lar e.r community. The 
record of your vast and manifold service is too long and 
too varied to permit of detailed comment. As a modest 
co-vrorker, however, in the area. of Jewish and American 
purpose, one should be permitted to expr,ess his pro
found admiration for the magnitude of your accomplish
ment. 

'e have lived thr ough very trying times, but your out
standin

0 
ooura.6e and your devotion to principle have 

made a very deep impress upon all who have come within 
the range of your influence. Certainly no name stands 
more pre-eminently in Jm7ish and rioan life than 
your ov;n. 

Recognizing the need for men of great moral stature in 
these stressful years, I am sure you will readily under
stand the sincerity of our prayer that it be given to 
you to have many more years of useful and oonstruot ive 
activity. 

ith most cordial personal greetings, I 8J1l 

Ver since ely, , 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple, E. 105th St. Ansel Rd. 
Clevoland, Ohio 



~~r . Sidney . ·Neitz , 
The Tern le, 
Cleveland. 

I1:Y dear 1I'. ?lei tz, 

SHOLEM ASCH 
SKY MEADOW DRIVE 

STAMP'OAD, CONN . 

D~cember 28 , 1 42 

I thank you t·or the occasion yot, have given me to 

ex,t->ress my aorniration t.owarcs Raobi nbba Hillel Silver. 

I had the priveledge of mec:ting Ha bi Silver during t.he 

firs G TNorld Var . Yw was alwa~ s an ins.eiration to me, as 

he is to thousands of our brethern. I o no L kno .. an otl c:r 

s iri tual lea er of Isreal toaa 'Jho ha.s s ch a :reat 

rovhetic light w Lich is illu.L ina t_ng fro 1 is ersonali t . 

wish wi tn all my heart tlJ.at Rabbi Silv r s oula devote all 

his time to s · irii:ual 1 aaership in Isreal, to w1ich he is 

called, and to leave other activities , even at the ex tnse of 

his otHer activities , vvhich are so val able . 

' Je have so few spirits which ctre giftea with the c..ncient 

holy fire of our ·rophets, tha1., 1 consider lis other activiti es 

as neglec~s of his chosen de- tination. 

I an1 roud t.o be able to consio.er Raobi Silv r as one of 

my n~arest friends . 

i.os~ cordially yo rs, 

SholeI sch 



December 28,1942. 

Dear Mr. ,·,e1 tz :-

k.1dwi(1 le.wi;5ohn 
P. O. Box 5078, 

Tucaon,Ar1zona. 

The following 1a I~O % so. No flattery. Th~t w11ilbe 
1 tf value. 1 

Cordially'. p 
L,~ Cii f\Awa;~ • 

It 1s with profound satisfaction t hat I Join the celebration 
of my friend Abba Hillel Silver's ~app1ly co•1ncident ann1-
veres.r1es. I do so not primarily on account of his brilliant 
eloquence noD on account of his literary activity ~hich has 
shown such extraordinary cievelopment bet.,een his earlier writ
ings and his last book. I ~ant to pa:y a heartfelt tribute to 
his oow~r of cha.racter--his fearlessness and veracity. He has 
used hie ministry greatly. In a confused and tragic age when 
fashion and the glitter of the world were still opposed to 
the redemption of Israel he has stood foresquare for that 
redemption and bf precious word and (through the United 
Pa;~atine Appeal) precious deed has contributed to that re
dell\tion. ThRt praise would suffice and more then sui'f1ce for 
8. rabbi in thi .. ege. But I llillXZ■aa1111rl■ know that Abba Hlllel 
Silver has not let great tasks and great prestige keep him 
from re~,erlng to perform those acts of kindness and helpfulnes, 
which show the alert and open heart of the servant of God. So 
I close with the traditional wish that his years may be prolon-
ged to the patriarchal span. , 

L~q~~. 
~ \ 4 
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PETER WITT 
852 LEADER BUILDING 

CLEVELAND OH ' ,o 
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ROGER W . STRAUS 

120 BROAD WAY 

NEW YORK 

1.Ir . Sidney :J . 1 ici tz , ?r. s ident, 
Tl-:e Temple, 
E::>st 105th Street at Ansel Ron.ti , 
,.,1-:.-v la:i.i , Ohio . 

Decenbc,.1 24 , 1912 . 

of Clevelo.nd , Ohio , for the ~ast t·,rent·,-f'ive ~nrs 

hns also served t 'le J . 'is~ comr.11.mi ty • t b.rGe und 

the 11.m. ricnn p 0 1 le . ::iis eloquence, moral ('our _;e 

and spiritual qunliti.,.., have impressed th1'msolves 

01- countless tho1 san s of l) o)le of c.11 f· .. itr.s . 

I cnn t,._.,stify to ;.,he . 'act thut :10 is 

untiri!'l'-': and lL'l'l.oelfish in his efforts for o.11 cnuses 

that have to do with the st ... enctheninc of Juclaisr.i as 

n spiritual force amon.:.;st Jews . fo o.lso takes po.rt ,'.'i th-

o'J.t stint in o.11 activitie:::i that -:rill ria e this cotL"'ltr ~ 

stronccr ".1 rc b t;ter place for all its inhe.bitants to 

live in. 

In efforts to brinr_; nbo t bette.· und rstand-

inu between CPtholics, Protesto.nts nnd Je ·.rs he is both an 

eloquent interpreter of t.1e J ,.:·;ish point of vie;·r and simil ::-rly 



(2) 

an interpreter to the J ,··,s of t~1e Cti.tholic and Protestant 
uoints of vie v. 

Congratulations to the T mJle on bein~ blessed 

by n i:;r o.t l eader , find bJst -:r.i..:;hJs to R bbi !::iil ,er for 

.::iany no e y .o.rs of h ,olt'. c..nd stre uth to ".r r~· for·;,n.rd 
his Great mission :rit:1 ever great pr»sti r;e and effectiveness . 



Nathan Straus 
630 Sixth Avenu e 

ew York ,N .Y. 

December 2 t , , 1942 

ear ;Ir . Weitz : 

It is a pleasure an a j)r ivilege to 

partici~ate in a tribute to Rabbi Silver . He 

. .J.as given f himself ui1stintiLgly for t e 

allev i ation of human suffering and for aid to 

those in distress . Best of all_, he has been 

willing to raise his voice co ra eously in 

co1demnation of evil- Joers an- in cryi ng out 

that the wrongs of t he wor ld must be ri ghted . 

I hope that he may have many more years of 

usef ulness as a lea er in communal l ife . 

'lr . Si dney ·J . Veitz 
c / o The Temple 
East 1 05 t h Street a t 

Ans e l Road 
Cleve l and , Ohio 
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CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICE OF PRESIDENT 

WISE CENTER 

READING ROAD AND NORTH CRESCENT 

CINCINNATI, OHIO 

December 29, 1942 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

BARNETT R. BRICKNER, Cleveland, Ohio 
EPHRAIM FRISCH, San Antonio, Texaa 
B. BENEDICT GLAZER, New York City 
ABRAM V. GOODMAN, Davenport, Iowa 
SAMUEL M. GUP, Columbus, Ohio 
FERDINAND M. ISSERMAN, St. Louis, Me. 
EMIL W. LEIPZIGER, New Orleans, La. 
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AHRON OPHER, New York City 
ABRAHAM SHUSTERMAN, Baltimore, Md 
LOUIS WOLSEY, Philadelphia, Pa. 

The Central Conference of American Rabbis rejoices in the 
attainment of fifty years of age by its colleague, Dr. Abba 
Hillel Silver. Few men in the history of our rabbinate 
have attained a more brilliant place. Dr. Silver's remark
able gifts of mind and heart, his magnificent command of the 
instruments of utterance, and his own courageous consecra
tion to the cause of faith and people, lift him to the very 
summit of the leadership of Jews and Judaism. 

We are grateful to God for all the years of his work, and 
we pray that many more may be given to him. 

JAMES G. HELLER, PRESIDENT 
CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
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THE CONSUMERS' LEAGUE of OHIO 
341 ENGINEERS' BUILDING 

CLEVELAND, OHIO 

MAin 3025 

January 18, 1943 

M..r. Sidney N. Weitz, President 
The Temple 
East 105th Streat at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Mr. Weitz: 

HONORARY VICE PRESIDENTS 
Dr. Robert H . Bishop, Jr. 
Henry E. Bourne 
Mrs. F . H . Goff 
William M. Leiserson 
Judge Daniel E. Morgan 
Belle Sherwin 
Rabbi A. H. Silver 
Rt . Rev. Monsgr. Joseph Smith 

The officers and members of The Consumers' League of Ohio 
are delighted to join in the celebration of a quarter 
century of devoted and distinguished public service by 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver. 

It is always easy to find men who are willing to give lip 
service and perf'unotory support for matters of public 
concern. As Henry David Thoreau once said, with truthful 
bitterness, about such moral jellyfish: 

"They hesitate, and they regret and sometimes 
they petition; but they do nothing in 
earnest or with effect. They will wait, 
well disposed, for others to remedy the evil, 
that they may no longer have it to regret. 
At most they give only a cheap vote and a 
feeble countenance and Godspeed to the right, 
as it goes by them." 

But, aa we of The Consumers' League have espeoial reason to 
know, Rabbi Silver, in such matters, has never hesitated 
nor merely regretted. He has not waited for others to 
remedy the evils that beset us, the while he gave only a 
oheap vote and a feeble countenance for the right. On the 
contrary, he has given freely, generously, passionately, of 
his time and his purse, of his tremendous moral enthusiasm 
and his incomparable eloquence, for the causes of sooial 
improvement and economic refonn. 

When unemployment insurance in 1930 was only a phrase of 
uncertain meaning and very questionable reputation, he 
threw open the doors of his study to join with our committee 
which met there week atter week in the study of that subjeot. 
From that committee there oame the famous bill which was 
introduced in the Ohio Legislature in 1931 - and for the first 
time unemployment insurance became a living issue in this 
state. Still later he served as a member of the Commission 
which Governor George White appointed to investigate the whole 
subject, and served with distinction. And when tiresome ape.de 

....,,o 



Mr. Sidney N. Weitz •••••••• 2 1-18-43 

work and tedious drudgery were required to translate the proposed legislation into actual enactment and effective operation - it was Rabbi Silver who was alw831's the first man to be called upon and the first man to respond - for conferences - or legislative committee meetings - or public mass meetings. 

Eventually all of this work flowered into effective legislation, and at this very moment there are hundreds of thousands of men and women in Ohio who have at least some measure of economic security because of a law which came about in no small part because of his courage, his energy and his disinterested devotion to the public welfare. 

It is with immense pride, therefore, that we record the fact that for many years Rabbi Silver has been a loyal. faithful, and generous member of' the Consumers• League of Ohio, that he is also our beloved and honorary Vice-President, and that through all these years he has been a tower of strength in every campaign ot The Consumers• League · for increased protection and greater economic security for the working men and women and children of Ohio. 

THE CONSUMERS' LEAGUE OF OHIO 

Bys ' 
~x:k:bt£.bb4AdJ M.C. Harrison, President 

• 
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GENERAL 8KCRITARY 

JOHN G . THEBAN , 
VICE PRES. 

MRS. RUTH T . LUCAS. SECRETARY 

W . T . HIGBEE, TREASURER 

MAin ss6o 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
E. 105th & Ansel rtd., 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

My dear Rabbi Silver: 

J anuary 21st , 1943. 

It is my pleasure as President of the 
Asso ci ated Charities to transmit to you t he 
felicitations of our Board of Trust ees and staff 
upon completing your t wenty-fifth year here. 
Cleveland has benefitted gr eatly from th e services 
which you have given so generously in countl ess ways 
to our coil1.~unity, and it is an indeed an honor to 
have you as one ,of its distinguished citizens. 

This occasion is espe cially significant to 
us in that you have served as a member of our Board 
of Trustees or Adviso y Board practically thi s entire 
period. You hav e lent us wise counse l and have brought 
a broad humanitarian point o-r view to our :problems. 
Your understanding of what our agency is doing is 
i l lustrated by the following Qu otation from one of your 
speeches given at our Annual Meeting in 1926: 

ASST . TO OEN, SECY . 

"The noblest charity is not t hat whi ch se eks 
with things to satisfy wants, but t hat which 
pla ces a t t he disposal of' groping and helpless 
fellow human bein s the strength which may be 
ours, and t lle experience and t he wisdom - one 
soul reachin out to another - one mind kindling 
another". 

Our best wishes go to you on t his anniversary 
occasion and we hope for a continuation of your service 
to this community and to our agency ror many years t o come. 

Very sincerely yours, 

President 

Member of Welfare Federation - Supported by Community Fund 
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WAR CHEST of Greater 
Cleveland 

OPERATED BY 

CLEVELAND FUND 

25th YEAR 1918-194 2 

W ill i s W. Clark 
Genera l Clio i rmon 

Hermon R. Neff 
Treasurer 

Alexander C. Brown 
Fir st V,ce-Cho irmon 

Ra ndolph Eide 
Ass is tant T reosurer 

El lwood H. Fishe r 
Second Vice-Chairman 

Do le Brown 
Campa ign Chairman 

Jomes R Gorf1eld 
Choirmon, lnvest igohng Com 

Kenneth Sturges 
General Manager 

COMMUNITY SERVICE BUILDING 1001 HURON ROAD • CH. 68.50 

Rev. Abba Hillel Silver, D. D., 
The Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

lly dear Dr. Silver: 

December 28, 1942. 

Your twenty-f'ifth anniversary as Rabbi of The Temple is a milestone of community-wide importance. At the peak of your effectiveness, you already have to your credit a quarter-century of religious, statesmanlike leadership. The Community Fund is profoundly grateful for your constant -.,j l lingness to be helptul to its high purposes, and for the inspirational messages you have given 
in its behalf'. 

Our own interest in h1111&ni tarian n.eeds leads us especially to commend your nation~wide activity in financial appeals for the relief of' the persecuted Jewish people in the lands temporarily under cruel oppression. The generous reeponse of Aaerican Jews, stimulated by your voice, has long been an encouraging sign, 
pointing to ultimate victory. 

The CoJBD1W1ity Fund joins your congregation in earnest hopes for a long continuance of your outstanding career in 
our beloTed City. 

WWCzGB 

Cordially yours, 

General Chairman. 

WAR CHEST CAMPAIGN OCTOBER 19-29, 1942 

Dole lrown - Campaign Chairman 

Jerome C. f isher 
Division A Chairman 

Leonard T Bla isdell l'oul Ryon Ruuell I'. Thlerboch f . Carlisle foster Hal H. Griswold Fronk L. Wiley Mrs. Richard S Do119101 Industr ial Chai rman Anoe. Choir. Industrial Metropolitan Chairman l'ublicity Chairman Speakers Chairman Schools Chairman Chairman Women·• Com 
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CZECHOSLOVAK CONSULATE 
CLEVELAND , OHIO 

r . bba Hillel i ver, 
abbi ot' the ·.remple 
sel ~d . , 
evelat., 0 io 

Dear rtabbi 'ilver, 

t gives me incere pleasur e to 
greet you at the 25th • niversary of your 
service to the ~levelbnd community . 

s a scholar, as a spiritual leader , 
ar.d as a great humanitarian , yo i 1luence 
has reached any whom you no not even know . 

I like to think th~t wha~ you st nd 
!'or -adherence to truth, a feeling for I'ell ow-men 
reg&rules • of creed, d youx cc~ive sense of 
social ·u;stice 1 ad its, imp ct in co ntless ways 
in making tor us all a better ife . 

I hope that \'!e may conti1 e to gre t 
you in many years to come . 

espectrul y your s, 
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PBILAD 

OFFICERS 

* 
MORRIS WOLF 
HnurllrJ Prrrll,wt 

LEON C. SUNSTEilf 
Prrlll,wt 

ALBERT H. LIEBERMAN 
TOSEPH l:OHN 

V lt:t-Prtlllt•l1 

ARTHUR A. FLEISHER 
Trr•••rw 

DAVID WEBER 
A11oci.t, T,..,.,., 

WILLIAM H. SYLI: 
Stcrtl•ry 

KURT PEISER 
Enn,llvt Dlrttltw 

DAVID J. GALTER 
&ten,tlv, Stcrtlff7 

GEORGE SHERIIAlf 
coa,1,01/w 

OFFICERS OF 
1942 CAMPAIGN 

SAMUEL H. DAROFF 
ClulnNfl 

KURT PEISER 
Dlrrdtw 

BENJAMIN M. GOLDER 
REYNOLD H. GREENBERG 

Al1oc'61#C/Mlr9nl 

WILLIAM H. SYLI: 
C/u/,-•• Tr•l• Co••cil 

FREDRIC R. MANN 
LEON MELTZER 

FRED J. ROSENAU 
A11ocl•lt C/ulran, 
TACI: A. l:DfG 

Enn,tivt S,crttn1 Tr•lt Co.,,cl / 

LOUIS GERSTLEY, Jr. 
Cb•l,-n SJ,ci•I Gl/11 
DAVID H. PLEET 

BERNARD WEINBERG 
A11ocl•lt Cit.I,_. 

JUDGE JOSEPH SLOAKE 
EDWARD N. POLISHER 

Cit.I,_,. SJ,d.rt 

HOWARD W. FINESHRIBEI 
&ttn,liff S,crdff'J 

MORTON J. SABLOSICY 
Clid,._ Yosl6 Dl11lrlo,, 

MILTON FROMER 
&,tn,lln Stcrtlff'J 

WILLIAM II. GERBER 
ALEX F. STAlfTOR 
CIJ•iNlln Or1nlullo,u 

ABRAHAM If. GERBOVOT 
btNlllw lttrr1#7 

LEO H. HEIIIEBDIRGER ~,,_,., 
HARRY BEROER 

Clt.,,__1.-.r,,,.,,._ 
MRS. LOUIB OEIIITI.D'. Jr. ~,,._.,.,..,... 

NBS. OICAII O. IIIIIDEll 
f.r,n,t/w 1,cr,t,ry 

1700 
IW-_. WALNUT STREET - - • ··-·--· ·--····- , , . . 8 

Ja.nuar: 19 , 1943 

Dr . _t. ... ) ,a Yi 11 e Si 1 ver 
The ':'er.1.ple 
E .st 105th Street ~ Ansel :oad 
Cle el n , Ohio 

:!Jear Dr . 8ilver : 

KINgsley 3200 

I •:ms .. l e>ased to learn of the preparations t .10.t ere 
now uw er way i n Cl eve l and to take co gniza.n e of our 
fiftieth irth-r~:' a:mi versary, rn feel I should not 
perru.t the occasion top ss ·Qtho t sone r efe r ence to 

the ebt of :;rnti tu e the Jo "fis . comnuni ty o~ ?hi a 
del,? ia. o ·1es ~,ou . 

~our wi llinf"'ness to come to our aid on so man:' occasions, 

your e loouence an~ our extr o , inary rersuasive po ·rers 
1a e eon a source of is iration ad 1ave he l?e- us not 

.lone to di scharce our ob l ications to our distreased 

fellov; Je·11s oversea.a an to a l estine, ut l so to solidify 

our ranks and to rtrencthen the sense of .ar !lOn~r within 

our 001:ununi ty. 

Though Cl eveland has a priority c l aiM on you, ve her e fee l 

that we hP-ve e. ri ~;ht to she re in t he celebre.tion . I !:no ·r 

I a"n voicin6 the sentiment of our entire conr:i.uni ty when 
Is , to you : Carry on in the sone spiri t t1at .as ani mate 

ou in the ~a.st, nd you will continue to bee.. blessin: to 

our ~co le an to, 11 mankind . 

L~S:ps 

"JI Noi 2/0#, THEN Wlw.? ,, 
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National, Officers: 

JOSEPH Sall.OSSBERG 
Naliofllll Chai"""" 

JOSEPH BRBSLAW 
loUIS HOLLANDER 
ALEXANDER KAHN 
SAUL METZ 
ISIDORE NAGLER 
DAVID PINSKI 
ALEX ROSE 
DVORA RonmARD 
loUIS SEGAL 
HERMAN SEIDEL 
DAVID WERlHBIM 

Co-Cht#Nflffl 

MORRIS FBINSTONB 
Chair,,un 
Atlminislrllli11• Comminn 

MAx ZARrrsKY 
N111iofllll Tr•tU#f'lr 

ABRAHAM Mn.LBll 
Associlll• Trus#f'lr 

ISAAC HAMLIN 
N111iofllll Secrelar'J 

HARRY AllIAL 
Associale S•c,elM'J 

NATIONAL LABOR COMMITTEE FOB PALESTINE 
AFFILIATED WITH HISTADRUT HAOVDIM IN ERETZ ISRAEL 

'2R"\Ul, Y"\R ,,R n,"\1n~H\ "\D1 "\ij9 \,,'!lllij\2 \~9ijUl'{2"\DnDl 

Nllliofllll H•tldq1111rt,rs 

275 Seventh Avenue • New York, N. Y. 

atti atta Hillel 3ilver 
Tl e '11-Lple 
C ... evelan , :_io 

D~ar Ratbi ilver : 

WAtkins 9-5288 

Ja lUa!'"J ~l , 1('1· 3 

On eel alf of t1.1c lYat onal abor Co .. .1ittee for ales tine and 
all tl e .ci.:-:erican friends o .. .' the Hisvo.orut, I . isl to e.~tend 
to 'OU our heartiest 6reeti~bs upoL yo~r fiftieth tirthday 
anaive1·sary . 

Under the present circtlli sta ces in \7hicl t e Jewish poople 
.:'in t;:ie s8lves , it is no fre ue,.tl, that e can take tine 
to iar. in:portan"'1, dates i ou ovm li vc.s , a~ G to cele Lr at e 
occasions ·11.ic1.1 no ~ally call or celecration. nm,ever, 
are .e not justi:ied at times stop and tell our colle3Ducs 
and leaderv t._at ·ie feel t. eir ... resence , tLat ,ie ap reci ate 
t eir servi es to our .1,eople? I ndeed , -t: is is one of t ose 
rare o .:-,ts , Len in a ... ' ing o· r rJOrcls o:: fol.'.. • tat ion to 
o leaa er o __ d ,._l"ltt.:. in :i:sr1Bl t Tie strenGt 1en i; '3 ha1

~ s of one 
·1ho has a .a ill ,.. ~ __;ui ea olelJ t:; historic needs of our 
people . 

n~ _ a -rou sta .. " Tii tl us , , r~;:· :i;__; fo: t e realization 0 ... 
a Jer:ish .1.a.lesti11- tased on t: e teac in._;s of social justice 
give~ to the world b • our anc.:.ent }rophets , and practiced 
in urible aeten .. ination by o heroic alutzim today. 

Ii th . any ishes fo 
end ho_,es for the red 
B , , am.einu , " I 

our .ersonal ha9piness a o h~alth , 
ption o our peo )le 11 bi mi.1.era , 

I saac Hari.J.in, 
ational ~ccretar y 

~•o }JJ11JJJaJUI JJJ VidJJIU/ am/ a !fawWI t,,ofJP.lltJfiD.R toJ'lll1UJJtlJJJllJ,(JJ, I 
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January 2o , 1Q4~ 

It fiV~s me great nleas1re to send y sincer8st 

greetings and ishes to ~a~hi ha ~illel Silver 

on the occasion of 11is douhle anniver. ar . 
\ 

I ha e known ew en ·1ho can . pea'!( as convL c in '71 

as F..ah i Sil er anrl he makes an e cellent use of 

this extraordinary p:i ft in the uhl ic inter~st . 

:i. ay h r-- serve ou eo le and hu anit in tl-ie future 

as he did in the ast and f'lay he . ind real sat is 

f action in his noble ork. , 

lbert ~stein . 
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effice of the q'Jresident 
HENRY MONSKY 

OMAHA NATIONAL BANK BUILDING 

OMAHA, NEBRABKA 

B'NAI B'RITH 

... r . 0·an-: .. • . 1 ie it.c, 
?rcsi t.11t, v T:ie er::ule 
E-L t .J..50t:i Street ,_ t 11rl e L .. h.oc..d 

l eve a , J io 

Tes· ver J ilbe of Lr . nbb~ tli 1_ 

~i - v~r I s s~rvice to t '- J. Ci jle it. L11. f; cu i the... t 
-cr ..... .u;3ce ..... s i 1 it,::, .::. _ 6 11i1icu.uc.:c t.,,1~ ;3:::m rE. f iI.-

f l.' t..':UCb 01 Lue .i. .. _ 0rtc...1 e, c01 bre6 ti0 ·1 he ~1 ..... u Lcrved 

o _o 5 • r . .:-il Vf:;I'' ~ Eo..:..u.ers~u) in , w1u -c,rvicE: 

to , tl1e . .ui c-ric...i J .-1i ... t C •J1; :1 n • ty , 1· rt. l J s t,he 

,.,,st c..yn- 1ic er~ in J ~~v,·L,ri i&tor ' in t.hJ Jlc.1,d r1~ of 
u , i ot.t..b 

ln ·pirea ora1.or , ~et...lOLlb it LrH:; Cull.:>€ Jf 

L.ion , "a. t:r t ea • a.mini tra.tor , militant ii ~.: I"c.:..L , n

cornorornising ch.1.m?i on of c....n unh ~ha.mf-: • um:, una&un tect 

J 1, ry , Dr . • ilver i th J .lG.E::' • t.rv· n t of l sruel. L 

h,.v J eec.... of t, e .i'a • th uno. c.:, rc..o..be '--- 09tirrdb.m ·H1ich 

he has so oriL .. iantly trunslc::1.t ✓o into c..Ctior . 

B' nai B1rith i ~~!Y to JOia i 1 p· ,dng 

triuut.e , not on y to on uf J. 1 5 mo .. t - i.::.tin0 uishf::o. 

...,011s , but to a. Ct)Lisecra. te leuuer o •J ur .. ,to:Jle 

wno::;e vm le l ife is ueu. • cc...t~u to 1lt • r se rvic un 

t.neir •~e l f are . 

~itn ~ t ,i sne , 1 hm 

1~1 : me 
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To ■peak of Dr. Silver•• extraordinary,, perhap1 unique, gifts 

as preacher and orator is ,;o DILJce mention of that which a! 1 men 

Jmow. Be is one ot the moat girted ot men, a powerful pleader 

tor great oausea, his eloquence fortified by an uncommon oollllllllnd 

of the aourcea ot Bebra~o and other litera~ur~ 

The beat known aervice of Dr. Silver, outaide of the building-up 

ot a great crmnnnn1 i;y in Cleve.land, has been the leadership of the 

Url.ted Palestine Appeal. over a period of years, years di.tticult 

and perplexing, but not be7ond his capacity to •et. Throughout 

his mil1111try he baa atood n.liantly and mightily tor the rightful 

plaoe ot Paleatine, indeed ot Zion, in &!If working out ot the problem 

~ the J.:i~h ~oplef <me ftuturea to hope that the ~ 1111¥ not be 

distant when, by gemral oonaenaua, and wha:tenr be the coat to the • 

Cleveland Jewish coDll\lnity, Dr. Silver ay be released troa 1-

diate congregational aenice and be enabled to gin hi.Jlllelt to the 

still -,re important task of giving his lite through "high and sue-
< · , 

tained aeM'ice to the leadership ot hi• people and of their cause, 

which needs all th&,. he can give. 

Dr. Abba Bille! Silver .baa the strength ot the solitary, the 

an who •J.b alc:me, a powerful peracmality, whose greatest ocm

tribution to American Iara.el yet reaina 1;0 be aade • 

• 



Officers 

Preaident 
Philmore J. Haber 

Fir•t Vice-President 
Ezra Z. Shapiro 

Second Vice-Preaident 
Jerome N. Curti■ 

Third Vice-President 
Mn. A. F. Mellman 

Trea•urer 
Abraham Stem 

Secretary 
Philip Bern1tein 

Executive 
Committee 

Milton P. Altachul 
Edward M. Baker 
Rabbi B. R. Brickner 
Mn. George Burkin 
Rabbi Armond E . Cohen 
Rabbi Loui1 Enaclberc 
George W. Furth 
Rabbi David Genuth 
Rabbi Harold Goldfarb 
Mn. Joeeph Goldhamer 
MyronGuren 
MrL Milton Halle 
A. I. Hausman 
David Ralph Herta 
Dr. S. F. M. Hinch 
I. L. Kenen 
S. L. Kanoff 
Mr■. Leonard Labowitch 
Dr. I. Milcolf 
Rabbi I■rael POl'atb 
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Juliu1 Schweid 
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Philip L . Steinberg 
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Mn. Jo■eph Weinbera 
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Albert A. Woldman 

The Jewish Community Council 

Cleveland 

Chester-Twelfth Bldg. .. CHerry 8176 

Ba.bbl .lbba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E 105th & Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

Kq I in behalf of the entire Jewish community extend our 

deep and sincere congratulations to you on the occasion of 

7our 25th 7ear at The Temple and your 50th birthday ann1 ver

s1117. 

llot only The Temple, but all Cleveland citizens of eve-q 

race and creed - end indeed, the entire nation and world -

Join in this tribute to you. J'or the genius of 70ur leader

ship and aervice have known no bounds, and have been aa 
universal as the great Jeriah tradition and learning which 

the7 exemplif7. The countless numbers of persons to whom 
your insight and message have given inspiration, to whom 

your social Tision hae given aecurit7 and happiness, to 

whom 7our humanitarian activities have given life itself, 

all Join in deep gre.titude. And all terventl.T prq that 

70u may be ctanted many more 7ears in which to give of your 

extraordin&r7 capacities to a world which needs you so much. 

With nery good wish, I am 

. cer ly yours~ / ~ ,.,-

, / ~ 
Philmore ~ Haber 

Preeident 



Officers 
H A11.RY S. M ARGOLIS, President 

Holly and Avon Sts. 
St. Paul, Minn. 

J ACOB SINGER, Vice-President 
Chicago, Ill . 

H ENRY T AVEL, Secretary 
91 1 Washington St. 
Wilmington, Del. 

D ANIEL L. D AVIS, Treasurer 
Lancaster, Pa. 

VICTOR E. REICH ERT, Historian 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

Trustees 
STANLEY R. BRAv 

Vicksburg, Miss. 

Louis J. CASHDAN 

Des Moines, Iowa 

LEON FRAM 

Detroit, Mich. 

NELSON GLUECK 

Cincinnati, Ohio 

MIL TON GRAPMAN 

Birmingham, Ala. 

JULIAN MollGENSTEllN, Ex-Officio 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

WALTER G. PEISER 

Baton Rouge, La. 

ABRAHAM SHUSTERMAN 

Baltimore, Md. 

PHINEAS SMOLLER 

Joplin, Mo. 

N ATHAN STERN, Ex-Officio 
New York, N. Y. 

u'l.(U M :J\(_l u'/S SO CI .d'TIO:J( 

nEBREW ONION GoLLEGE 

Dr . -1.'b a H.illel Silver 
3 . 105th Street and hnsel Rd . 
Cleveland , Ohio 

Dear Friend: 

J d n . 

On behalf of your colleapues of the Hebrew 
Union College 11 ~ni Associ ~tion , permit me 
to extend cordial feli c itations on the twin 
occa s ion of the twenty-fifth anni ersa r y of 
your mi nis try i n Cl eveland and your f i ftieth 
birthda . Your many friends confra t ulate you , 
your rtear ones and your members ~10 have been 
the be~eficiarie s of your distinguished mini 
stry . 

Your consecrated efforts i n be~alf f Jur 
people and ~an~ind constitute a si~nificant 
chapter i n the history of ~m erican Israe l. 
Your colleagues of the · 1umni .. ~ssociation .join 
your r.1any friends i n paying tribute to o 1r 
Jany yea r s of devoted and eneficent service . 
Lay God bless you and your dear ones, and ~ay 
He establ ish t~e v1ork of your -iands . 

HSl.~, .. sr 
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NIN18T■•a 

O■CAII THOMA■ OL■ON 

CHAIILIE■ W . HAMILTON 

.. _ -- . 

l~r £pmort~-Eudtb art~a~lat CltlJurrlJ 
1111 £ut • ., Jlmw,~ en,ldlf hfft 

Cllnrlaal 

January 20, 1943 

Rabbi Abba H. Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

My dear Dr. Silver: 

My congratulations to you on the achievement of your 
twenty-five years in the ministery of the Temple. 

It is good to know you and great to have you in the 
religious fellowship of Cleveland. Last Monday eve
ning at our Official Board meeting I took occasion 
to pay tribute to you personally, and to express my 
ad.mira tion for your religious school. The program 
of religious education that you are carrying on through 
the Temple is one of the best pieces of work of its 
kind that I know about. 

The enclosed statement was unanimously adopted by our 
Official Board last Monday evening. In due course 
it will come to you properly engrossed. '!be war has 
ta.ken even men of this type of skill out of circula
tion so that we find ourselves embarrassed in not be
ing able to give this to you in the form that it de
serves. With all good appreciation. 

Yours sincerely, 

OTO:em 

&X&CUTtv• ••c•&TAIIY 

CLAIIIENCIE IE. HALL 

,a••••H wo•1e.•11 

ETHEL ■ . WIEl■Z 



To Dr. Abba Hillel Silver and the Temple congt"egation upon the com

pletion of twenty-five years as Rabbi of the Temple in Cleveland, Ohio, 

on Sunday, January twenty-fourth, Nineteen hundred and forty-three: 

Greetings. 

Epworth-Euclid Methodist Church salutes The Temple of Cleveland and 

its minister, the Reverend Abba Hillel Silver, D.D., Litt. D., L. H. D., 

on the twenty-fifth anniversary of a distinguished ministry to the relig
ious life of Cleveland. 

The pulpit is an essential part of the equipment of higher civili

zation and abiding culture. When mankind is apt to stray-and it does 

that at certain periods 1n its history-into the morass of selfishness 

and materialism, it is the great preacher who stands as the prophet of 

the Lord God, calls mankind to the way of right and devotion, and makes 

the appeal that helps men "to do justly, and t o l ove mercy, and to walk 

humbly with God". 

For twenty-five years .Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver has lent distinction 

to one of the great pulpits of America. His voice is in the prophetic tra

dition. Epworth-Euclid Church shares with the Temple congregation and the 

religious connnunity of Cleveland in extending esteem and felicitation to 
this preacher and teacher of religious truth. 

Was it not required of the Jewish priest in the ancient Temple that 

he should go through the darkness alone, at midnight, to rake away the 

ashes of the Temple fire, and to tend it, so that it might perpetually 

burn? The times in which we live are dark, but morning will come. Hebrew 

Temple and Christian Church nn:ast keep the altar fires of troth ·and freedom 

burning. 



Epworth-Euclid Church greets you of the Temple and prays God's rich

est blessing upon you and your beloved leader, Ra.bbi Abba Hillel Silver, 

as you face the years that lie ahead. Our common certainty is in the God 

and Father of all men. From our al ta.rs of faith we must one day re-kindle 

all of earth's lights. A common heritage speaks to us: "Be strong and 

of good courage; be not affrighted, neither be thou dismayed: for the Lord 

thy God is with thee". 

Adopted by the Official Board of Epworth-Euclid Methodist Church, 

Monday, January 18th, 1943. 

Executive Secretary 
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The OlJ Stone Church 
The Fint Pre.byterian Society in Cle.eland 

Organised 1820 

Public Square 

Cleveland, Oliio 

January 22nd, 1943 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Ansel Road and 105th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

It is a matter of deep regret to me that I cannot be 
present at the Twenty-fifth Anniversary Service of your 
ministry at the Temple. I shall, however, be represented 
by one of rrry associates, Dr. Herman A. Klahr. I shall 
take great satisfaction, also, in expressing over the air 
my congregation's gratitude for all that you have meant to 
Cleveland and the much wider sphere of your far-flung 
ministry. 

On behalf of the Session of the Old Stone Church, and on 
my own, I extend to you heartfelt felicitations upon a 
quarter of a century of distinguished and enriching service 
which has given you a large and fruitful influence far 
beyond the confines of Cleveland. 

I shall be thinking of you on Sunday morning next standing 
before your congregation, well beloved and highly honored, 
with golden years behind you, blessed memories within, 
troops of friends about you and a bright and beckoning 
prospect before you of still long and ever increasing service. 

Yo~r eloquence, insight, courage, leadership, genius for 
friendship, passion for the noblest ideals of religion and 
democracy, sympathy for the oppressed everywhere, native 
magnanimity and kindness of heart --- all this to us, who 
have been beneficiaries of your friendship and influence 
is less a matter for personal congratulations to you tha~ 
for profound gratitude to God for your life and ministry. 

Your personal kindness to me is a fragrant memory. 

With affection and admiration, I am 

Robert B. Whyte 
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- abbi bbF r illel Si l ver 

Tie~r ~ bJi Silver : 

n41tuNiM ;,.:, tu?M 
688 ., .n c,,~,,, 
HEAD OP'PICI: 
.111:JIUSALSN P. O. L ••• 

ADDR•■■ R•PLT TO 

ROOM 11&1 

•1 11:A■T •&ND ■TIIIIIIT 

NIIW YOJIK, N, Y. 

I .. ish to sen( you IJ.Y be ..., t ,.i S .1 cs for your 
b0t~1 birt:1d~,-, r.hicH i s also t e 2tt~-i anniv5r3£, ry of your 

occu:p--in6 e1e Cleveland ~ul ;i t . I 2.111 -·10.d t_ .' t this occ2,sion 

6 i ves me c..n o:..- •art ni ty to e.::: res t~-:e f e linbs I hr ve 
to ~. ,.,rds •?ou a d. th.ink I . ...,.., a llor. 1;1vself at this 11 or. t;i1 t ... 
t !'1e lu:;-1.,;,r:- of e--;resGing i:: - ::rreciE tion of your c 1, r r cter 
8.nc' 5 _;_ f ts . 

I hnve been f 011 tunr-,te enouch to see ou 2.nd 
to 'et.. r ;-ou ti!.:e and 2.6 ~in . I re:me:i1be.r one occasion :hen I 

heGYd you s 1: eek to ~rour con6 re.;2tion in connection v.i t h ode :-i.· n 

v.orl:s b -e ·. isl-:. cut:'lors on tl-:e • roblJn: of Jesus in ··e .·:ish 

li ter2.t :re . It v.c. s 2p·--a1:--ent to ~1e t :1E1 t v ou \'.ere dee}:l:f con

c ernbd to :lace ~our rofound le~rnin~ at the servi ce of 

,/ot;_r :;:ear.le , to be a tec:,ct .er in Isrc:,el . It sec ·.1ed t:1 .... t liwh t 

an . truth ::ere s:- ead by your ,.ords, ctnd it v.a. s a me1• 01--... ,..., le 

hour I s:ent et your feet as your :u;il . \henever y ou a;; e r 

·n ~ublic there is in your s:eeches a seri ousness ad lack of 

e::r ..;6 er8,tion -r.hich c~ r·1 y conviction to our listeners . 

Your le, dershi ~ i n ionist ectivities has 
·-roved a,uund, n tl a rare c paci t, not only for rn£.lcin.; deli' ... nds , 

but for cc..rryinB those demE -... ds t _1rou~ to fu l f i 111 .. ent . Th2,t , 

in --,.,ky e ti...nc: ti on rests u·: on -rrot:r •• o·r; e _· to u1~{;e your cc: use ,.i t h 

2 co: .. binttion of p .. sion-and ju-6:~cnt , even Y:hen , ·:ith the in

s· i_Btion of true le de shiI , : ou hcve hcd the ter.1e it~· to Gi ve 

ex:2~:..'e io to i e2.s , .hie:_ mi <). t not be o:rulc r -11 convention.:., l 

~oli icians : refe_ to le ve s l one . 

I h r ve often 1 ent i onetl on behalf of t,1e 1-:eren 

::c:- ... e o our arrrec i ... ti on of ·;~ ~=- t ro 'i f o... lc: 1~ ~ine . I.,.-.-~ s~ 

to re_i::st tod ..... ho·, t·: '"'n1:ful ···e 2re for your unti 1 110 aot1 1t1es 

i 1 uil in~ , ur funda . 

de re , just once , Cvt t:: · s l or:ent , 



Janu2 y Zl , 1942 . 

to r ev e r s e ou!' :,o les , ;:-r:c to se:..: 10!1ise c- l" ttj_e to :/ou . IL t~--e 
res S to come , :he1 ~ OU ere ~crvestinc t~e fruits of your uChool

i nc , of - our ric~1 2bilities an,_ of :.,.cv.1' .. rn~- Ecti-,ritics of t~:.e 
I'c;_st yea:::- ,.. , i c2n see it 2c :~ou:t cle·:c c_-.t~,. tc ;· o::c::... 1_·itL. ell 

ou r :::o er en( zepl :fo::. ~1~ez .L::.::.--, \..,l <.,J.
01 C. fo::.~ ZioniE:-Tl . (.._urt 

·· oli t ic::.2-ns ht. ve t· eir bl..,st ti..ie oc...fo:·e t:.e ... 1.-:-:..e:1 e ie-~ : .. : ve -
v :_ ssed t:-iei r i1c lf ce--:.tur::,'" . 7,e~ <J.s::cE. of t:ic ::_~eo~.1e ::,re of t~.:.oc,e 

.et u:-e :-.:en ·:10 i'ee l :=-r r- i enc, t e l:r 2 ac.' L: v e ::.'i c~: ~ :1C. :-i::_ e c:;;: -
~- er i ence . 

J, Y 1-, • - ~ ..,_ • " d • 1~ 1 '=' rq-. • t • , n - .,_ -~ • · r of ot._.ve .._l,ur_e --- ~ -· t_ •• c. ~1e ..... _l.,e ;.1...,...., 
-e·, isL. life . ""!ou kno·~ tr,.s Sf i rit·.c l tat c:·.in;s of ou _eo_:le , 
t - e1· ...... ...,..._r. , ..t. a·-i -: .!, ~1·..,~ -,c.- .. .J.. - OU 1rl10" -'"'-o· ~-ot·r StlriiCP. t· ~t· ·-- J.. ... c.'""i._ l., r::,.1-" l.t ... ..a..v .... ..I.. - _;; ..::1_ v . .... - ,.!:._ .L 1 ... ,./ '· _1 

_ _ "'- --t... 

t::E= ~e re ~0riods r_.:_er. tt.e ::e0
, c~n cf:.. o:~c to Ye it , but ... lso 

t ·-E.re are t1· ,,es ,·'~, .... -=c_,.•01• 1· , 1· -• -:::i +L,1·~,.e ~-..,c· ~-- 110-'-l, 1---."" a.'e -_.. ~ .,. '-'-'-• '- l,_ • ._ - t;:; - ~ V C. •• • • · v • ._;.._, 

lc:.:,-ed . 1·}1e r e!..:i:.nts of :t.s:..~c:-E:_ -r. z it 2t t~-:.. -· .:o:..t;::rL f'lr t:.e • e -
:-:e 1 of ti.~e:.::- Cr·: s iL thei:"' m 1. cov.nt-r:· ~i11..~ t~-:eir c~ es lcol 
to l,:~ose f e • \ i10 c: re ' ble to s}10\ t: •ei .. t!~c "i'2:r . 

s 2::1 ~c::.i::::'e:: o.c- Ell t .. ose ruc:litie::. 1 11 ic:1 ~1 ve 
P.lcde :-ov. ble to ::."'CE -lize t··e, d.e::_ ti ... S to < ic~.1. hu:.r 1i t~- Cc.Yi ;;:,inl: 
anC:. ti.1e 11e· ..... ~-.1..ts to ·:.ic:i it c:-:1 ri,...e - r n ..... ti-_1:. t , .. _::_---lies to 
JuC::.c i S'' to o - l , i s:"l you tode J, ....,ood lt1.cl: for E fresh s tr- rt in 
t~_e Je,-rs of life t::c:,t Er~ b-sf ore :rou . 

: le::t ,. e co re.: to i.~".::. . oil ve~ ••J :cc:,s ectful E:16. 
he· _ty breetings . 

Yours vei~- sincere1~~ , 
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NAHUM GOLDMANN 

41 EAST 42ND STREET 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

MURRAY HILL 2•1t60 

J anun.ry 22 ,1943 

I deeply regret t hat I cannot be personally present t o j oin with your 
any friends on the t wenty-fourth in celebrating t he occasion of your t wenty

fi f t h anniversary as Raoo i of the Temple and your fiftieth birthday. 

I v,ant to coneratulate both e 1.reI:.Tple and yourself on the tY;enty
fi f t h anniversnr.r of your service as Rabbi. Your deep u..--ld..erstanding of the 
spiritual a spects of J ewish life, your great learning and sincerity and your 
superb oratorty have given to The Temple an outst:mding rab-oi and preacher in 
American Je.,ry. 

But I want most of all to send you my personal congratulations and 
good wishes on your fiftieth birthday. 'lhen I think of your energy, your 
enthusiasm, your confidence and belief in the future of humanity and our peo ple, 
it is imJossible to believe that you are already fifty years old. 

Your deep devotion. your re::i.diness to undertake any task t hat will 
further the Zionis t cause; your passionate belief in it. your gift of inter
preting what the Zionist movement means to our own people and to public opinion, 
have made you an illustrious leader, not only in America, but wherever there 
are Zionists and Jews. 

To me personally, and to my coll eagues on the Executive, your 
identification with the Zioni t movement has been heartening , encouraging and 
immeasurably helpful. May you be granted many further years of fruitful 
service to our people. 

With cordial personal greetings and all good wishes for much 
personal happiness and satisfaction in a peaceful world, 

Rabbi Abba Hill el Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Sincerely yours, 

Ni~ 
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Dr. Abba Pille~ Silver 
The Temple 
105th Street and Ansel Road 
Cleveland, vhio 

l~• dea.r P.abbi t 

JtL11uary 22. 1943 

On tho occas ion of the bi<:mty-fifth anr.ive;-sRry of 
yo11r rabbinate in Cleveland, may I extend to you 
t he cont::l" 'itula.tions of theCleveland Round Table 
of -t'le Nati ::mal Conference of Christ ia.ns and Jewe 
~s w~ll as my personal congratulations. 

nu ing your rabbinate, you h ave beon !l major 
i nfluence in t he pro~0tion of good rl.11 and coop
eration amon6 Prot.,sta.nts, Catholics , a.."1.d Jews that 
has m~-1~ Clev9lai-d an o tst(u1c.ing cit!' in the move 
toward these 5 r. 11als . But yo·,1r influence e"--tAnds 
"'ar be·.rond th.J confines of this citv. I vividlv ~ ~ w 

recalJ. 't e fine impression that :r·0·1 ITll'l.d~ upon a 
ls.rge New York A.ud:.ence, when I first had t h e pleasure 
of m9etinc you personally. And recently, of course, 
you h ad a part in the Army Camp pro 6~tU11 of +. e 
National Conference of (;hristians 8.l td Jewa • 

Th-, Cleveland Ro 1nd Table and I extend to you our 
sincero thA.nks for your cooperation, our congrat
ulations on this Rnnivorsary, and our best wishes 
for your continued s11ccoss and hap!:) ineas. 

With kindest personal 6ood wishes, I remain, 

RTK/ep 

Very cordial 

~ -

R ginald T. Kennedy 
Regio~al Director 

-::{ational C~h11irmt11 All.TH a H. CoMPTON - CARLTON J. H . HAYES • Roosa WtLLJA 11 Sruus 

Pr11ilhnt EvEllETT R. CuNcHY • R11,i,n11l Dirut,r RBOINALD T. KENNEDY 



Dr . }. lJ !·:. lcl :1.-t~r 
:.:.:ne ::ie ........ "'l e 
J leve : d 1 Ohio 

EMANUEL NEUMANN 

7 49 WEST END AVENUE 

NEW YORK: 

,?r.ile I s ,-: Je 1Jn:-ib t o p" _ t.; '"!.• ... 1,te _ 
o_ JT1r fi~tiPt~ :irth'r~ :· e ~ ... ot, JO re: t 
re in ::::--irit . 

in ,.i.e .. I j'" · r.. d the 5erzl n t 1::.~~t ~- sn~!! :~e-trs • [.' . 
the ni...,h~ t' .e cale r· t .f .. .,701_1.r - ~r- ... .:. L z ": . '"'· d ":'e 

riied b "' .. .Jur , ~4~e tf1:~ s ,. : ... • • .,.. ~~ ~ c, "' ~. 
•. •:~ to t11.. • h[ ~r8 .::. t-:. es ed. y ,.~ 
:ntellect P~ r a , or ~o:·:ers ; -:::d fi l ed 
.Jr ofo n • l'f-l.t • tude thPt i 1 t i-=· ~ .r·,. c:ld t urgid o 
t o_ , \'." hR7~ e.... 1::-·1....,. S e ' l ,, :_nr o: 
sL ,. tu.re. 

ven
It '![' E 

01ir his
o 1r 

".'r mdecl 'J.e ,n.., is to the ... o , t ~ ... rs .&-fo~2t>:r. y 
Yia.en. es c f j_;~ .. t- e£e , e,.,. l. i.t· , - o ~c se fi~li a:e .d the 

ti id. ties, f rivo ... i i c ~ ::ien.nne ses v:· i ch r.:i r>>- +-'1.e str P. o 
o '1._,.,ior.al 1.:..Lc. o e is infinitel l c.pr tew~d r t}1e · -- 1'!.::>'.7ledge 
that t r., re are st 4 _l r .. en on" s ri :i 1 -· to tt heiJht of , ~re .t 
trRdition. 

I h~ll f~r ntly · ~~ n .·it;~ tl 0· 1.san ~ O- ot .. er~ in r:,r -
n t • t ou e ~"':mt d the s r n t:. :>f 0 -.. ar..c. .... i"' • to cont · 1~u8 

to ear all e strains · .., ~ ~ - ~i~ £ ·,•f icl1 ... e inevi t ~ le con •Yn-

i tants of y01.'r r.- <-it· or d r ~s on~ibili ti e s . 

:'an • oin aie r.. sen i 1 
con r < t,l a.tions . 

o~t , ffec • onate re ·f',rds Pnd 

o • l ,. e ..,.1rice_e s ·i.: t , :i,: t .... n ~, • nde:->en e:ice , 
inf ner.ce imd pres ti e you .mow , but I ,or..der etLer ~,01.1 lrJ:o . 
ho, ch • o 1. :-e _cved y t ho e ' ho havP been .. ri v il~!:r::. t ~ v 
h,i ~time. e contcct wit ou? 

::eurr. n 

r . . . 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

TOLEDO, OHIO 

ALBERT L . STEINFELD 

!l.1RS. JOSEPH B . S}llTH 
Pruitltnl of Sisterhood 

January 22, 1943 

E:r-o/jicio 

I am directed by our Board of Trustees. which bas taken official cognizance of the occasion, to congratulate you upon the celebration of)Our Twenty-five years of ministry to The Temple. To the ~emple, too, go our congratulations for its great good fortune in having had you as its Rabbi. 

Yours is a remarkable career. Having attained the stature that compels world-wide recognition while still a young man, and I congratulate you upon your Fiftieth birthday, you stand upon the threshold of that sanctuary reserved for the Prophets in Israel. May God grant you the life and strength to continue in the way • 

L EWIS .. 0sTERMAN 
Presidmt of Brotherhood 

.And may he unceaainGlY favor you with the light of His countenance, to spare you the ills and misfortune that are our lot, so that you may continue to devote your great gifts to the benefit of your people. In giving us you, God has again shown us His benevolence. 
As a Congregation, we in Toledo owe you a deep debt of gratitude for having prepared our own Rabbi. Because of your precept and example he has brought to us a spirituality never before achieved in our history. While he is a man of stature in his own right, it is nevertheless true that without the influences of your great personality, he might never have attained his own position. In your greatness, therefore, he and we have much for which to be thankful. 
On behalf or the Officers, the Board of Trustees and the Congregation of Shomer Emunim, I convey to you our felicitations. 

Cordially o 

{l. . ALS-■ 
es e 
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JEWISH WELFARE FEDERATION OF DETROIT 
51 WEST WARREN A VE UE 

COiumbia 1600 

AI~ • ~IL 
0? ..... 81.t• u:LI7 ...... Y 

ne '.l.'e.:a?le 
~ast 15th 3treet at ~~sel Road 
i: lcvc :and, ·hie 

Gentle:nen : 

January 22 , 19 3 

l~e ·~~ish ,clfare ?eder&tion of -etr oit - its officer , 
its boar~ of ~o er.ors , its contributors , and tne entire 
J6~·1:..sil co .. 'lUnity that it re presents - is r.app;:t to asso
ciate itself ··.it,. all of the :nany , :.nany frie>1ds of 
.,r ilv-er cm tie oc as ion of hi iiftiet. birthda and the 
--;v.ent- - fifth anniversa.r ! of is valuable services in yo r 
pul?it . 

rhe Je·:1s of etrr;it ere he.p?~' o express t·1eir sense of 
ap~reciation and to con~ratulate the' e11ple on its good 
fort ne to }&ve such an outstandine; leader of Ame rican 
Je~ry bS its spiritual head and spokes an . Please 
tni~k of all of us as participatinb Jhole-heartedly in 
t:e special services th&t you are conductin61 and record 
us as joinin{:; in tr.e unani ous expression of thanks for 
abbi Si lver's past work in all causes Jcvish . hecord 

us , e.lso , as wishin£ that both our Rabbi and your con
~regation ,ill continue to serve t e Jewish community and 
"the general coarnuni ty for 11any yea rs to co.ne . 

1 :c 

Cordially yours , 

Isidore Sobeloff 
~xecutive Director 

MEMBEk DETROIT COMMUNITY FUND 
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Janua ry 22 , 1943 

De.~r Dr . Silve r : 

: ·ny ll e take t h is occas i on t o extend to you 

our very w rm and. hea rty g ood ,. is h es on t h e o ce,s i o·1 

of your fiftieth birthday. 

Cordia l l y y ours , 

The St f'"" of the United Pa l estine ATl!'eal 

"'We Uf, tk u,.,teJ Staled "'"d luJp. ~ PakalHS" 
-Ho . FRA K K o . , \'ecretur of the ai j 
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Dr . Abb4 Hillel Silver 
mhe Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

y dear Dr . Silver: 

February 1st, 1943 

I am happy to enclose herewith copy of a 

resolution unanimously adopted at the Greater New 

York Conference which met at the Park Central Hotel 

on Sunday, January 24th . 

i th warmest greetings, 

SS :bg 
encl. 

Fa" hfully 

-
Simon Shetzer 

CABLE AOOAESS 

ZIONISTS 
BENTLEY

0

S CODE 
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RESOLU ITO'~ ON 3 31 ABBA HI!.Jl~L SIL1JT,:it 

e, representatives of Zionist Districts and unit in the Hetro

politan area of Greater J.{ew York, assembled in conference at the ark Central 

Hotel on Su.n:iay, January 24th, heartily join our fellow Zionists and Jevrs 

throughout the country in extending to Dr . Abba Hillel Silver our sincerest 

felicitations and the best of good wi~hes on the occasion of his 50th birthday, 

which also coincides with his 25th anniversary as spiritua~ leader of 

The Temple in Cleveland . 

A militant leader in I~rael, a dynamic and guidine force in Zionis. 

and a scholar of note, Rabbi Silver has been in the fore ·ont of every rr.ovement 

dedicated to the welfare of his people and the upbuilding of the Jewish National 

Homeland in Palestine. Actively identified with the Zionist Uovement since 

his boyhood, Rabbi Silver has placed at the service of the Zionist Cause his 

unstinting efforts and great talents , serving as an intrepid champion for the 

ideal which he has ma.de a creed of his life arrl an ·ntegral part of his 

religious philosophy. His abiding interest and faith in the renaiss~nce of 

his people and in Zion restored, his guidinG spirit and profound leadership 

in Hebrew culture has contributed in a large measure to the integration of 

Zionism into American life . His unique record of achieveoent as 'ational 

Chairman of the United alestine Appeal and in all fields of Zionist endeavor 

have earned for him a permanent niche in the national structure of Jewish 

creativeness and revival . 

In behalf of the many thousands of members of the Zionist Organization 

of America in Greater New York, we fervently pray for his continued good health 

and wish him many more decades of valuable and constructive service to the cause 

of Israel and Eretz Israel . 
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NATION.AL RED CROSS 
CHAPTER CLEVELAND 

3443 Euclid Ave. Cleveland, Ohio 

Mr. Sidney N. Weitz 
940 Leader Building 
Cleveland, Ohio 

My dear Mr. Weitz: 

Telephone ENdicott 6000 

January 27, 1943 

I want to express to you and to the several groups 
of the Temple the sincere appreciation of the American Red Cross 
for your outstanding contribution of a station wagon in honor of 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver. 

We are all very grateful to the Boards of Trustees 
of the Temple, the Temple Women's Association and the Temple Men's 
Club for the valuable donation of t his station wagon. Our Greater 
Cleveland Chapter of the American Red Cross will use this station 
wagon in transporting workers from factories to our Red Cross Blood 
Donor Headquarters, where they will give their blood for the Armed 
Forces of our country. 

You will be glad to know that our donations of blood 
from Cleveland and other cities are saving the lives of hundreds of 
American soldiers and sailors who are wounded in battle. The dried 
blood plasma which is made from our blood donations, is one of the 
miracles of modern science. Your valuable contribution of this 
station wagon will greatly expedite our Red Cross Blood Donor program 
in Greater Cleveland, and through your contribution you are therefore 
helping to save the lives of American soldiers and sailors wounded 
on the battlefield. 

We are all grateful to you for your outstanding 
support at this critical time. 

Very sincerely yours, 

~.1t~m~J j,,. 
(b:u~l.ve Director 0 

m 




