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S'.L1A'fE1'1ElTT BY J OHJT .7 0ST, :R DUL~•,S 11 01 

60'fH BIRTH ,l y OBSERv · - c:~ o ... • -~A BI SI LVER 

I am proud t o join in the tr bu t c to Dr . Abba Hillel 

Silver on t he occasion of his 60th bi r t hday . I t is my 

fervant hope t ha t we s hall a ll have the benefit of his wise 

leadership f or many years to come . Hi s hero c effo rts n 

behalf of the es t ablishment of t he State of Israel belong 

to h story . 

Nov, a s never n th s country rn he. e need for a 

sp iritual rebirth, a re - awakenfng o Judeo - Chr stian 

f aith on Tihich our reat republic For over 

a q arter of a century, I abbi Silver has i ven us tha t 

kind of inspirational ~uidance . His broad and sympathet c 

unders t andin , his ardent pa t r iotism and devotion to the 

spiritual enrichment of e r ica rank him with this nation ' s 

outstandin churchmen . I warmly wish him ontinued success 

and happiness . 



THOMAS E. DEWEY 

GOVERNOR 

STATE OF NEW YORK 

EXECUTIVE CHAMBER 

ALBANY 

December 20 1952 

Mr. A. M. Luntz, President 
The Temple 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Mr. Luntz: 

With all my heart I join the worshippers at 
The Temple and all the people of Cleveland in warmest 
congratulations to that distinguished scholar, inspir
ed teacher and devoted patriot, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver. 
May his 60th birthday and his 35 h anniversary as Rabbi 
of the famous Temple inaugurate a new period of suc
cessful activity in his life of piety and dedication 
to a sacred cause. 

Dr. Silver belongs not only to his own congre
gation and city. He belongs to the Jewry of all 
countries and climates. He is, actually, one of the 
outstanding citizens of the world. He has reason to 
be happy on his Diamond Jubilee. Over and above the 
respect and affection of his people, he has the privi
lege of contemplating, across the seas, the consumma
tion toward which he labored so hard and sacrificed 
so much in the establishment of the free republic of 
Israel. 

In all civilization there has been no more 
effective champion of the rights and dignity of the 
individual than Abba Hillel Silver. He has not only 
preached but exemplified in all his activities the 
supreme truth that freedom is the gift of God Himself 
and that we are all members of Divine Brotherhood. 

May he be spared for many years to come to 
uplift his congregation and inspire us all. 

Sincerely yours, 

TED:MF -



THE GOVERNOR 

Mr. A. M. Luntz, President 
The Temple 
F.ast 105th St. at Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Mr. Luntz: 

THE STATE OF OH 10 
OFFICE OF THE GOVER N OR 

STATE HOUSE . COLUMBUS 

December 17, 1952 

Please convey to Dr. Abba Hillel Silver rq warm regards 
and !elicitations on the occasion of his 60th birthday 
and 35th anniversaey as Rabbi of The Temple. I have 
had JDa.ey occasions to express rq admiration for Dr. 
Silver. He is a servant of the u:>rd in the truest sense 
of the wrd. He is regarded as a. great leader not only 
among his own co-religionists, but is held in the highest 
esteem by persons in all walks o! llf e who have become 
familiar with his work on behalf of mankind in general. 

I join with all of Dr. Silver's friends in the w.iah that 
God will endow him with JDaD7 more years ot health, strength 
and happiness in the continued service of his fellowien. 

Sincerely yours, 

FJL:c 



THOMAS A . BURKE 
MAYOR 
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Washington, D. C. 
January 6, 1953 

I gladly avail myself of this opportunity to convey warm 

greetings to Dr. Abba Hillel Silver on the happy occasion of his 

sixtieth birthday. I note that this coincides with the thirty

fifth year of his ministry as Rabbi of t~ Cleveland Temple and 

extend to his Congregation my congratulations on this di.stinguished 

anniversary. 

Dr. Silver's outstanding service to the Zionist cause is too 

well lmown to need recapitulation. It is written into the immortal 

records of our people•s struggle for national independence . t the 

crucial period of that struggle, it as he who stood at the helm of 

the great Jewry of the Jnited States and in its behalf played a vital 

role in the events 'Which led up to the historic recognition by the 

community of nations of Israel's ri ht to indepeIXient, sovereign 

statehood. That part is one of which American Jewry and Dr. Silver 

may always be justly proud. 

Long before that lofty peak in the political struggle of 

Zionism, Dr. Silver's leadership had been applied to the practical 

erxleavors that provided the means for building up the Jewish 

National Home and thus for laying the growxlwork of the political 

achievements . 

Vay Dr. Silver be blessed for maey years with the strength 

and vision to pursue his devoted efforts for the advancement of the 

Jewish people and the welfare of Israel. 

~~ 
J.bba Eban 
.Ambassador of Israel 
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December 29, 19~ 

Mr. A. 1. Luntz, _ esi nt 
The Temple 
East 105 Street at sel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Friend 

The Union of American Hebrew Congregations takes pleasure in saluting 
your illustrious Rabbi, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, on the occasion of a 
two-fold celebration: his Sixtieth Birt the Tbir ty-fifth 
Anniversary of his Cleveland. ministry. 

Dr. Silver's name is a household word in American Israel as it is 
in America. Indeed, bis unparalleled achie mnts have made him 
one of the leading personalities in the orld todq. e re 'oice 
that his labors as statesman and as a tribune for social righteous
ness have ever been matched by unceasing dedication to the advance
ment of liberal Judaism. 

AB a dist~shed and eloquent voice of Juda.ism Dr. Sil \er has con
ferred lustre not only on himself and his Congr ation but upon 
the entire Reform movement. He bas lifted millions of his fellc.
Americans to re1 ewed appreciation of the need for religious faith . 
He bas been the inspiration to a host of men ho have chosen the 
rabbinate as a calling in emulation of his divinely-influenced 
career. 

e prav t t God ~ continue to shower the blessings of vigor and 
stamina upon your gifted spiritual leader, and that both Congregation 
and P.abbi 'l'lsJv' be permitted to enjoy l.Wlumbered milestones in a spirit 
of mutual loyalty and umaveri consecration to our Father , our ]ai th, 
and our fellow-men. 

'l ~ 

-Jt/1~ v 
Samoa] s. HollaQCer 
Chairman, Execu.tive Board . 

LI GF.-Jt: \ I H L. n l l! F. OF Rt.LH,IU,. 

THE • 110,' L H L>F:R 110,. oi· Tt.MPI nR I Ht:RIIO D 

Sincerely yours , 

Maurice N. Eisendrath 
President 

MPU I TUUI I) 
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OFFICERS : 1952-1953 

JOSEPH L FINK,.President 
Buffalo, N . T . 

BARNETT R. BRICKNER, Vice-President 
Cleveland, Ohio 

PHINEAS SMOUER, Treasurer 
Los Angeles, Cal if . 

SIDNEY M . LEFKOWITZ, Recording Secretary 
Jacksonville, Florida 

MAURICE GOLDBLATT, Financial Secretary 
Ind ianapolis, Ind. 

SIDNEY L. REGNER, Chairman of Publ ications 
Reading, Pa. 

BERTRAM W. KORN, Editor of Yearbook 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Central Conference 

of American Rabbis 

OFFICE OF PRESIDENT 
599 DELAWARE AVENUE 

BUFFALO 2, N. Y. 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

SAMUEL A . BERMAN, Jersey City, N. J. 

PHILIPS. BERNSTEIN, Rochester, N . Y. 

HERBERT A . FRIEDMAN, M ilwaukee, Wis. 

ALBERTS. GOLDSTEIN, Bronx, N. Y. 

MORRIS LIEBERMAN, Baltimore, Md. 

JEROME R. MALINO, Danbury, Conn. 

ELY E. PILCHIK, Newark, N. J. 

SIDNEY L. REGNER, Reading, Pa. 
KARL RICHTER, Michigan City, Ind. 

JACOB R. ROTHSCHILD, Atlanta, Ga. 

HAROLD I. SAPERSTEIN, Malverne, N. Y. 

NATHANIEL S. SHARE, New Orleans, La. 

ALBERT M . SHULMAN, South Bend, Ind. 

JOSEPH I. WE ISS, Neponset, N . Y. 

I rejoice to send this message ot greetings am con
gratulations to rq dear .friend and colleague, Dr. Abba Hillel 
Silver. 

He is a distinguished and universally esteemed member 
or the Central Conference or American Rabbis. As a former 
President, he served our Conference with rare ability, vision, 
and courage. There are few men in our world who possess the 
clarity of mind, lucidity of expression, wealth of erudition, 
and understanding of the manifold problems of our world and 
society. In the · great prophetic tradition or our faith, 
Dr. Silver has time and time again lashed out vi th trenchant 
criticis or inept government and unjust comitions be they 
political, economic, or social, Jewish or non-Jewish. The 
role he has made peculiarly his own has been that of a great 
leader or his ovn people in the time of their greatest need. 
He is a man ot the deepest and strongest faith, a faith rooted 
in learning and manifesting itselt in courageous devotion to 
Judaia in a great variety or expressions. He is a Mosaic 
figure in the modern synagogue and his leadership extends 
itself on a national. and international scale. 

I particularly congratulate the members of his 
Congregation upon whca he beatowed the gift or his presence 
during these lll&1'JY' years. You have been blessed with the 
leadership or one who is an ancient •ge in llOdern fora. 
Gifted with the resources of a scholar, your Rabbi is a 
great modern preacher. I prq that God may grant him long 
lite and health to continue his utchless service to Judaim. 

On behalf' of the Central Conference or American 
Rabbis I greet hia on this his Sixtieth Birthday am on his 
thirty-five years as spiritual. leader of your Congregation. 
May he continue his great work ad aeah shanah. 

J L. Fink, 
;~t -
Central Conterence ot 

American Rabbis 



The NATIONAL CONFERENCE of CHRISTIANS & JEWS, Inc.~ 

NATIONAL CO-CHAIRMEN 
BENSON FORD 
THOMAS E BRANIFF 
ROGER WILLIAMS STRA US 

PRESIDENT 
EVERETT R CllNCHY 

GENERAL DIRECTOR 
STERLING W BROWN 

TREASURER 
HERBERT J OSBORNE 

FOU OED 19 2 8 

Rabbi Abba Hil lei ~ilver 
The Te111ple 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

"-to promote justice, amity, understanding and cooperation among Protestants, Catholics 
and Jews, and to analyze, moderate and finally eliminate intergroup prejudices which 
disfigure and distort religious, business, social and political relations, with a view to 
the establi hment of a social order in which the religious ideals of brotherhood and 
justice shall become the standards of human relationships." (NCC! By-laws) 

381 FOURTH A E UE , EW YORK 16, . Y. 
\U r re y H i ll 9-4720 

December 17, 1952 

To catalogue tne gif ts ana qua.1.i~i es wnich have enabled you to 
be or such distinguished service one would have to include a great 
aoul, a first-rate mind, a powerful speaking competency, a compassion 
for suffering people, a patience with erring people, and penetrating 
truthfulness with regard to all peoples. These traits make those of 
ua in the National Conference of Christians and Jews very proud and 
grateful of your relationship to the total wor for World Brotherhood. 

With warm personal regards and every good wish. 

ERC:ea 

j 

HONORARY CHAIRMA N 

DWIGHT D . E IS E N H O WER 

Sincerel y, 

BROTHERHOOD - BELIEVE IT ! LIVE IT! SUPPORT IT! 
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HEBREW UNION COLLEGE .... . .. CINCINNATI 

JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGIO EW YORK 

Office of the President: 

CLIFTON AVENUE • CINCINNATI 20 , OHIO 

Mr. A.M. Luntz, President 
The Temple, 
~ast 105th and Ansel koad, 
Cleveland 6 Ohio 

Dear Mr. Luntz: 

Dec e mb e r 9, 19 5 2 

I note with great interest that Th e Temp l e is 
to celebrate in January the 60th birthday o f its b e loved 
abbi, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, which will al s o mark the 35th 

Anniversary of his spiritual leader hip there. 

All of us of the Hebrew n i on Colle g e would like 
to take advantag e of this occas i on to i ve expression to our 
very high r e gard and deep affection for one of our noblest and 
most inspiring sons. He has reflect e d great credit upon his 
beloved Alma Mate~ the hebrew Union Colle g e, which he now 
serves also in the capacity of a member of its Board of Gover
nors. He has always been a tower of strength to me rican 
Reform Judaism and to America itself. The miracle of the 
renaissance of the State of Israel owes much to his great he art 
and his herculean efforts . 

Wise and learned and capable beyond measure, dedi
cated and devoted, he has brought great luster to the American 
Reform rabbinate and his Alma Mater glories in him . 

His love for Judaism has been further testified by 
the fact that one of his sons followed in his footsteps and has 
recently been graduated as a Rabbi from the Hebrew Union College. 

Rabbi Silver exemplifies in his person and in his 
career the teachin s and the inspiration of our faith and of 
our history . As a gr e at Habbi and as a great Arerican and as 
a wonderful human being we rejoice in him • 



Kr. A.M. Luntz 
December 9th, 1952 

Pa g e 2. 

Kay od's blessing continue to rest upon Rabbi ilver 

and upon The Temple which he has led so long, and grant him 

many ore years of fruitful endeavor and accomplishment in the 

name of God. 

ith most cordial salutations to you and to all t he 

o t her officers and embers of The emple, I re ain 

Sincerely yours, 

resident 
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