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1- born Bardstown Ky, 1887, good ed. -Wittenber/college, Al1 Harvard, 

Columbia, S~rbonne. In wa. Started with dept. 1~, Asst chief NEA 

1927, special mission to NE 1929, Chief NED 1929 

Adviser on Pol. Relations, 1942 (amb. to Iran, '45-'46) 

a-with shakeup of Dept. '44- became Director of Office of 
. 

NE and African Affairs.Trained many younger officers for NE work 

-b-In char~e of Persian desk, 1925-29 ' 

c- main task in WWII was to keep knowledge of French positions in 

N. Africa out of Axis hands 

2-Took position even under Hoover,that it was our intention only to 
' 

protect US rights in 1924 con.-any modification of status of Jews 

there not our business-can't be caught off our guard by Zionists 

on 1924 con. In 1932 wanted to handle Neumann with caution 

Jews he wrote, are "mobile, vocal and influential" 

3-in_ 1930s seems suspicious of Br.-want to stay on indefinitely . in Pal. 

because of strategic importance of place, guarding Br. trade routes 

to the East. Early despatches show that he understood Arab fear of 

becoroin engulfed. 1936- be cautious of American settlement and 

investment in Pal. ,BD did not contemplate Jet·1ish state ,~ly JNH 

with ri3hts of others safeguarded. Wanted to tell London that Pal. is 

a Br. responsibility. 1936- Zionists trying to involve us in Peel 

Report, they misrepresent 

4- Well informed on Jewish affairs, knew that considerable ~o. of Jews 

-wanted partition, Wise outvoted at Zurich 

--

a- even in 30s liked to play up non-Zionist Jews- spoke of small no 

of Jews here who were Zionists. As early as 1937 leaned toward 
' 

Magnes. Was in Pal. in 1938. Early felt Jews better off 

by 11quiet and reasonable discussion with the Dept." 

Murray claimed to be a close friend of Sol Bloom 
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MURRAY -wartime 

1940- again and again reminds Hull that US obli~ations do not include 
JNH. After 1919 no more interes~ed in Pal. than in disposition of 
Cameroons etc. 

impressed with argument that if the war is followed by another 
depression, there, will be a large increase in A-S,need extra

territorial settlement 

1941- sent around a chit on Pal. 1919-37, Br. favored Jews in Pal . . , 

result was Arab uprising. Br. Emp. has 100 mi. Moslems, they must be 
. appeased. Quiet since WP. Arabs more suspicious of US because we do 
not have to reckon with Ar~bs. Zionists are minority here, but 
all Jews want Pal. as a refuge, but most feel commonwealth would make 

them less secure here 
1941-42 
ihinmmtA~- memo from NE Affairs (prepared a stand on Zionism to be used if 
necessary) 

(probably withdravm) must settle \·rith Zionists if you are to have 
peace in E. Among uprooted, Pal. is 4th c hoice-behind US, LA etc. Land · 
couldn't hold all that want to go there anyway. Zionists= small ~roup of 

zealots, make it seem that US Jews want their platform. Je:-1s have no 

cultural unity, are German, French etc. But city and nomad Arabs are 
unified. I~any who press Zionism at State are aliens. As to solution want -big Syrian state, with Zionist conclave with autonomy. But even so must · 
cut off immi gration have to save sorry remnant of Jews from the tragic 
fate that their enthusiasts have prepared for them 

Murray was earliest to propose joint statement (July,1942) 

Dec. 4,1942- at time of Philby plan broached by Chaim, Murray thou~ht it 
unworkable. Thinks best plan is that of Magnes, modus vivendi 

Murray wanted directive from FDR to OWI on how it should treat Zionism 

1944- Murray plays. up Russian opposition, prepared draft for FDR on 
Russian .factor 
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MURRAY AND MAGNES 

1- relationship probably goes back to 1938 when Nurray saw M. in Pal 
(M. was US citizen, in Pal. since 1925) Can only have peace by 

agreement with Arabs based on conciliation and compromi~e. Because 
of higher intelligence and demand for unlimited immigration, Jews 

must take' initiative. Applauds idea that Magnes was in correspondence 
• 

with Nuri Pasha (former PM of iraq) and even Grand :Mufti 

a-Magnes thou ght settlement should ke ep Jewish percentage at 
40% for 10 yrs,would mean addition of 10,000 Jews each year 

b-affinity for Nagnes again shows up in 1942. M's down to earth 
proposals worthy of serious consideration. Murray thinks that 
if Magnes is in a ~inority in Pal., conservative Jews in 

I 

America who are in ma jority, agree with7rim. Murray thinks this 
--

majority are unorganized and relatively inarticulate 
c- In 1942 Murray circulated an article by Magnes in the dept., 

maximalist aspirations of both groups are irreconcilable, 
Magnes vs. commonwealth.But consul - gen in Jeru salem, 
reporting formation of ne\·~ Ichud (union) party in 1942, 

/ 

npted that i mmi gration is the rock on which bi-nat. breaks. • 

w MUJ v~?tt· 
~a'2:} ht1ptn· 

J'~ /4M~(),t;?~ 

lM-vU 7 ' u-<M ~ 

/ 

, 
I 

' 



Stettinius 

k- successful in business, great administrative skill, career in Gen. 

---Motors, c hmn of Bd. of US Steel. After 1939 in gov't jobs .__ 
Hopkins got him into Lend-Lease, Helped re-org_anize dept. U-Sec. 1943, 

Sec'y 11/27/44 .with Grew as U-Sec 

2-Ed recognized his lim~tations, was to be a two-way mes s enger between-
Dept. and White House. Walter Johnson call s him honest, energetic, 

·~- -·- - - - - - - -idealistic 

3- Rela tions with Zionists good at first, gave repeated assurances that Zionists could count on him and urged pressure direct on FDR 
Admitted NE (inc. Murray) fil l ed with anti people. Promised to answer personal l y inquiries of Zionists 

4-Began sta~in 1944 , Wise and Silver tried to prod him, Ed reported to 
. he FDR that they were attempting to attribute more to him than iunmy said 

I 

Wrote t bem to dampen their enthusiasm~ because of mil situation have 
to postpone decision on Pal. at least till fall 

I 
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\-Telles (became U-Sec. 1937, resi~ned 1943) 

1- tradition has come down that he was our friend, but 

a- In 1943 notified Steve Early that UPA is asociated with 

UJA (fund-raising ins trument in US of Jewish Agency)-because of 
fe eling of Arabs in countries where our troops are located, have to 

beware of official support of Zionism-Is drafting a letter 
emphasizing generi: humanitarian work of affiliated ass• ns of 

/\ UFA 1 

b-S ~ had doubts about eco. capacity of Pal, thought of supplementary, 
-

not substitute areas- Colombia, Angola, Madagascar 

c-often tried to quiet' Zionist · agitation, might defeat quiet 

. negotiations that were necessary for a solution 

2- Schechtman said he was considered Ereat friend, understanding 

and sympathetic (Abramov). But after he promised Neumann & Wise to 
keep them informed, he explained to Murray that he did it 
to avoid friction between US Zionists and GB 

3- at times, SW was provoked by incessant pro-Arab despatches of Kirk 

from Cairo and upbraided him. Zionists feared (1941) secret agreem9nt 
-

between G-B Arabs, SW promised no agreement without telling Zionist 

leadera, also we would not agree to any plan without t heir lmowing it. 

·when confronted by Murray, SW explained t hat he wanted to lessen 
pressure on GB (see 2 this page, but Zionists t hought this pledge 

meant great progress. 

4- As U-Sec., SW was chief administrator- loyal, hard-working 
fair. Unlike many bureaucrats wants jobm done. But Agar in 1940 
thought him too cautious and too much an admirer of Br. diplomacy 
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FDR and Pal-

1- maintained co~nuous intere~t_in question, was sensitive to 
Jewif?h pressu~. Really h~~ no sol.ution, ·but charateristically tried 

many sug~estions. 
a- ideas- 1942 Ibn Saud to become 11 boss of bosses" and to get 

generous aid, 1943 turned to favorite panacea trusteeship by 3 

great f aiths, at one time toyed with idea of ~deral union between . -Pal . and neighbo~ing Arab states 

b- according to Sol Goldman in 1939 FDR was toying with idea of transfer 
of several hundred thousand Arabs from Pal. to Iraq; thought of fund 

0£_ $;500 '"}• to be paid :for by US, GB and Jews ( ju t4Lvf d~ 

2- conflicting pressures made for gyrations in policy. Pub. op. 

was aroused by genocide and conditioned by Zionists, this was pro 

so was Congress, but State and War were worried about Arabs and oil 
I 
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5-very .revealing letter to Endicott Peabody j us~ after return from 

T~heran- horrified at barreness and poverty of ME, we can help those 
count ries (and mentions Pal. among others) in years to come if we 

don't revert to the ostrich policy 
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FDR and Pal -222 

?-sympathetic personally toward Jewish aspirations, but tempered his 
own predilections i1mm ~ concern for o~erall war ef~rt. Conflict 
between personal sympathy and~easons of state mad~ him lean at times 

• ------to both sides 

8-probably had not made a final choice by 1945, but procrastination is 

understandable if you realize tremendous maze of ,problems which weighed 

on his 'shoulders 

9-was first US Pres. to seek a final solution in Pal, but his characteristic 

desire ,to please all made him suspect on both sides 

/ . 
/ 

a~slowly rea~ized that the puzzle was too complex for an easy 
' . 

solution. By -death had not reached a conclusion, but had 
conceded American stake in final outcome (this put him a long 

way from 1933) - ~ 

I 
I 
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13- Morgenthau not a Zionist (Blum) but had given generously to 

Jewish causes. Joint Distribution Comm. was trying to get Jews 

elsewhere. Henry lmew of Br. reluctance to agitate Arabs, and 

' I 

, 
'/ 

I 

how unyielding Congress was on immigration. 

a-he explored other possibilities with FDR. Nov. 1938 went to 
~ 

White House, got a letter-US oacquire Br. and Fr. Guinea in return 

for war debts, settle Jews there. FDR was unimpressed, unheathy 

climate. But FDR liked Cameroons-wonderful high lands, table 

lands, wonderful grass- has been explored and is ready for 

settlers. (Henry had geographers explore idea, but found cost 

would be prohibitive, potentialities for eco. development poor 

b-Evian found no place. Mid-1939, FDR said Br. poiitics make 

11 
Pal. impossible. FDR had talked to Pres. elect of Para~uay, 

was even ready to call it Roosevelt Plan, FDR wauted Henry 



\ ' 

)1~-.1 cl,{,,v • • c.--c ai d 

I ~~d I 
rncl ./o rf f.e 

'f'YI v$ vi,.;; e ~ CL f I? L ft£~ 0-«. ., 

11«/ ~/ Ct/ i~ fl, / f L/ L/ u/tlrz.~I 
/h1«~ fuf'lt j rd- 1-:o ?7 ?vt f.~ •. 

_$ J ¼ ~ ~,;_d) J .(!?WU?/ ~ .4 It v - f-cnu&ii ~ ao :i.v~/ 7 
• . ~t,V/ ~~ ~ ~ c:t/ • . . . , --

. I 

,, 

I , 
·I 

I 

,.. 

' ' ' I I 

,. 



• 

Last plans of FDR 

1- now convinced no solution could be found thru king. On way 

b_ack from Yalta told Ed that if nature took its course there 
, 

would be bloodshed-some new formula, yet undiscovered, would have to 
be found 
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... .. Explanation of Saud 1945 

1- Wise said at the time that FDR attached too much imprtance to some 

supersubtleco~nsellors in State and Col. OFF. who exag~erated 

importance of most picturesque and conspicuous Arab leader 
.- . -·-""-------=---
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--------
n 3- Welles said too much was made of meeting by "malicious representation" 

FDR always meant to parley in spch a way as to get Jews a homeland, 

letter of April.,5.:th written when FDR was unable to devote much 

time to his duties, it was prepared for him 

4- Hopkins said FDR was over-impressed by king, but Arabs embroidered 

tale-king would never rest till all bis sons were killed in defense, 

FDR swore he wouldn't help Jews get Pal., but Manuel says meeting 

·fortified Arab sentiment vs. Zimnism as no other event had since WP 

5- Before he died, FDR told Baruch that of all the men he had ever talked --
he got the least satisfaction from t hi s iron-willed Arab monarch 
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AFTER YALTA 

1- Wise wrote him March 5th- would be less than frank i~ he did not 
say they were disappointed at March Jst speech-no mention of tragedy 

which has overwhelmed Jews, no hope or comfort for them, only passing 
allusion in_Ibn Saud comment. Wants to see -him, FDR wired back 
making it March 15tbh 

I 

\ 

2- At conf, FDR re-a~firmed support for free and democratic commonwealth, 
I . 

Made his · position clear in Oct.,- has not changed his mind and will try 
to achieve it at e~liest possible moment 

3- Wise later said of March 15? interview, told him how he had tried to 
bring _home to~ leaders what miracles Jews had performed and how 

this progress could help entire region. At his death, said Wise was 
planning another e~ective approach 

4_ Even Schechtman admits that in his last days, FDR was looking for 
new course. In last interview he admitted to Wise failure at Yalta 
"as far as our Zionist cause is concerned" 
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king wrote FDR March 10th- FDR replied April 5th- is mindful of 
recent conversation, has given Pal. deep thought, will ma~e no basic 
decisions without full consultation., will take no hostile acts vs. 
Arabs (King was upset by March 16th interview with Wise) 

I 
/ 

I 

, I 

., . . 

.. 

,I 

1 . 



.. • • 
~ } '-) ) ) 111>~ -;/ ~ 

Meeting with Saud 1945 '{ 'J~t:Cf. ~"}◄ 
1- took 4- hrs, king not interested in benefits that might accrue ~ 

from Jewish immigration. Said Arabs would rather die than yield, also 

said that too much western contact would be bad for his people 

a-FDR again promised no action without consultation 
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3-m' eting with Saud aboard QUINCY in Great Bitter Lake (Suez) 

King infirm, FDR gave him a wheelchair. Grace Tully says he was much 

impressed by strong cha ract~ statesmanlike approach of king, a 

man who had long fascinated him 
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... ENGLAND 

1- impetus t~ keep subject taboo during war came from GB. McCo~ck said so 

in Cong. 1945. Said we~w that this cost Jewish lives but had to 

go along to further war effort 

2- Eden FM, said May 29,'41 Arabs had made great strides since last 

now want unity, England will help achieve it (Mansion House address) 

a- but Eden avoi_ded ticklish question of its relation to Pal. 

war, 

3-Kirk says en£orcement of WP did not stem from anti-Semitism 

but this "cruel ban" was imposed because they had to have sta~ility in ME 

to supply Russia which was resisting the arch-enemy of Jewry and 5 ~ 
world civilization · ~ 

4- sort of parted ways with GB in 1943 in ME. US favored greater 

protection of Jewish interests, Eden wanted a regional org. to unite 

? Arab states (GB would dominate it), GB could use it for defensive 

purposes and to protect her oil. Looked after 1943 that GB was searching 

for a Pal. solution along Arab lines- but movement for Arab unity never 

got very far 

a- In Sept'43 Br. War Cabinet revived partition but by this time 

Agency was opposed. By Oct. 1944, GB despaired at getting Arab 

supnort for partition 

b- Eden kept pressing why should Arabs support UN if its victory - -meant~h state? Felt they couldn't go back on WP 

without losing Arabs and letting USSR grab ¥lE 

8-Dec.1944 Br. War Cabinet decides on a plan-partition, Jewish state 

to be part of larger federation, int. body enforce minority rights 

WSC favored it, would announce it after the war , 

but afraid or ... ~abs w1.u in 1944 Wci.lie.1.·eci vuia uown, Jews to have less 

than Arab pop. in new Pal. state. Kept playing with idea until 

after the war 

9~ war had shown that if GB wanted to remain a great power, she had to , 

keep the empire. Felt Arab unity would stabilize ME and insure Br. - ' 

primacy there. As victory loomed, Arabs became more interested. 

In 1943 Eden hinted Arabs would have to take initiative toward unity. 

I 

/ 

By, 1945, LP. eague of Ara/:i states 
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England-222 

1-GB intensely involved in reeion, had to keep lines of communication 
open. This led to a strong affinity for Arabs, their history and 
culture 

2- Col. Off. vs. Zionism since days when it opposed Uganda scheme. 
Sup _ __ of Zionism were in For. Off. 

3- Br/ saw they were exhausted, liquidation of most of empire inevitable. 
- But could remain . a great power if they could salvage something in 

ME which in barn would insure oil reserves and make it po5jible 
to hold on to Africa. Wanted Pal. to replace Egypt as basion of 

- I\ Suez. Would be especially important if Russia would come into ME. 
(explains why both parties acted same way in re Pal.* 

4- were faced with bad dilemma after news of genocide began to come in (1942) 
To give in to Zionists might put Arab world against them, Hitler mi~ht 

win or at least they thou~ht so. To retain immi~ration curbs was inhuman 
we re not oblivious to humanitarian considerations 

a- also had to fear India which had 90 mi. Moslems 5- Pal. , was eastern outpost guarding Suez, start oT land routes to India 

I 

and the east,stopping point on air routes to India~terminus of p~peline 
from oil wells of Iraq to tankers at Haifa -6-0ne school of Britishers attributed all trouble in Egypt, India etc. 

to JNH. Arabs knew it and made the most of it. Br. understand Arab 
better, a native, but Jew is difficult, critical, didn't fit into Col. 

• -- --Office's plans for Nigeria or Iraq • 
l 

-
US- GB relations over P 1 ,., a • vwARTIME 

1- In Aug . '41, Welles 
G assured Zionists that it was unlikely that! B would change t s aus quo during war without prior 

if such changes i . were. n the offing, he would let 

/ 

/ 
/ 

consultation
Zionists know 
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Churchill 

1- member of Lloyd George's cabinet 

.) 

I 

1937- partition- calls partition "counsel of despair", thought 
partition means end of Jewish dream-if the,' can't dwell together 

npw, how could they in a fragmented country?-predicted outcome 
Will lead to Br. evacuation 

2-WP- "another Munich" "a plain breach of solemn obligation" 

3- told Chaim in 1942 th~t his thoughts were with him and that 

his plans would work out in the end. 

4- In 1941, told Wi%nt that BD was still policy of GB and that it 
would be taken iftb account in future decisions 

5- 1943 Chaim complained to FDR that WSC doesn't like to see him 

because he has very little to tell me now. This was in an answer 
to question if he had seen WSC 

1943- WSC wrote Col Secy that he doesn't regard WP as the fixed 

Policy of GB, just have been forced due to the exigencies of war 
,to carry on predecessor's policies, 

Dec. 9 
1943-saw Chai~, told him there must be a change, question was 
only now or after the war 

6 Nov. 4•44-Chaim saw WSC at Chequers, spoke of partition, giving 
Negev to the Jews. But .did say decision would have to await 
victory and l ater (Feb. 25'45 he told Commons t hat. 

klso told Chaim he wanted US in on matter, that there were many 
< 

anti-Zionist Tories and at times he had to fight alone 

WSC at this interview that Lord Moyne had changed and he 
' should see him in Cairo, but before this could happen, Moyne 

was assasinated by Stern group.This led WSC to say in Commons 

that if our dreams for Zionism have to end in t he smoke .of 
assas~in's pistol, might have to re-think his whole stand 

7- WS~ says Hurewi t'l was friendly, but realized that contin'1ed 
support of Zionism would endanger war effort 

/ 
I 

~ __ ______, 
8- In 1946, WSC said in Commons he was always a friend, but 

Jews tried to stretch what GB promised them too far; has felt 
that England with the Arab albatross had to oaryy too much 
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HALIFAX(in US,1941-46) 

1- hi~h Anr lo-Catholic, had been Viceroy of India where he was harsh on 

pol. offe)?cfers. Munich appeaser,. As late as Sept. 2'39 thou~ht a 

deal could be made with AH. But almost became PM in 1940,obtained 

"unique moral eminence" ~~ , 
a. succeeded Lord Lothian, late in 1940, like him belonged to 

Cliveden set In 1941 (Jan) FDR went to Annapolis to meet him, drove 

him in his own car to the Br. embassy 

b-Halifax was close friend of Lippmann, but never,said WL, could 

understand US politics. Very much shocked by death of Lord Moyne 

2- Was FM in 1939, attented 1939 talks. Chaim says that he always 

treated him well but that in 1939 he urged Jews to g_ive up all 
rights. Chaim said he was always soft on Germany. Felt that Jews had 

very few friends in the world, but GB was one 

I 
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Elections of 1944 

lGOP-convention held first, better position as outs-called for Open door, Pal. reconstututed as "a free and democra:t;ic commonwealth" , 

condemmned failure of FDR to get mandatory to carry out BD 

a- Dewy tried to rectify this mistake by interpreting it 
as a Jewish commonwealth ( ,._LO -~ FoLJft" ~-& C£c ,,_ - c-H~ {; ;p..:;_, c; I+ .; ✓ 2- Democrats i~corporated Biltmore, FDR sent the letter to Wagner, 

which was really a promise to find ways and means of implementing 
the platform. Said to be stro~st statement ever made on subject 
by a Pres. This was first eleciion to mention Pal. in platform 

3-State regarded even GOP plank as "irresponsible and unconstructive" 

4- Silver did his best to remain neutral, thought movement should not be 
tied to one pol. party. Silver had gotten at Dewy thru Attny Gen. Nathanie 

Goldstein 

5- FDR Oct. 15Q to Wagner who was to attend ZoA con. Calls attention to 
Dem. plank- unrestricted immigration, establishment of Jewish 

commonwealth, will find ways and means as soon as praticable-lmows 
sentiment of Amer. people and if re-elected will try to bring about 

its realization~Silver called it a historic day 

, 
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'\ Reaction to campaign pledges of '44 

1- Murray to ED, Oct. 27 

a- wants ED to talk to Pres. immediately. Until now ~ave no such 

assurances, contrary to two assurances to king in '43. Early in'44 

FDR told State to tell NEE gov'ts no decision without consultation 
,, 

will make it hard to maintain our philanthropic and educational 

interests in ME, jeopardize oil interests in SA. GB will welcome it 

because Arabs will turn to them, Russia will want it as a lever 
-

2-lots of reports come in about complaints and demonstrations in Arab 

<>. 
world. Henerson roared from Iraq-say it will lead to bloodshed and chaos, 

" US doing it for internal pol. reasons. Demands no statements that will , 

change balance in Pal. or upset ME. In .Jerusalem, Arab Chamber of 

Commerce cancelled appointment with US Eco, Mission 

3-Hull cautioned Pres.-wanted both parties to restrain themselves 

I 

j 
f 

Arabs accuse FDR of going beyond mandate and BD 

/ 

I , 



Eve of Yalta YALTA 

1- 1/11/45 FDR wrote Landis asking him fo» a memo for use at Yalta, 
possibilities o~ Jews and king coming together 

2-Wagner briefed him before he left, FDR saiJcl he would try to implement 
promise of Oct. 15th 

3-many wires to Whit~ House urging him to take up Pal. question at t 
Yalta 2900 postal cards "Please·make the Democratic Platform pledge a 
thing of substance rather than an empty gesture" 

4- At this time, if Welles can be believed, .FDR was intrigued with irrigating 
~abian deserts, wanted to persuade Syria, Lebanon, Jordan to join in 
the program Thought he could fulfill Jewish aspirations and bring eco. 
benefits to Arabs, but must have been terribly disappointed at what king 
said 

5- FDR had seen FDR Jan. 22. Pres was seeking information on sore rpoints, 
Pal's eco. potential, position of USSR, fear of Jewish expansionism 

(FDR said Arabs would crowd into a Jewish state), talk of a Jordan Valley 

Authority. 

Memo prepared for Pal. question of Yalta, but no record exists of use 
,· - -------------------------Memo says dept.'s aim is to forestall action in NE that wou eopardize 

war efforts and US interests. Need positive policy, now howver and 
Yalta is place to begin it. Recalls promises to Arabs, that Soviets are t 

~~ - .vs~ Jewish state.must act in concert with Soviets. If you can get 3 major 
.. powers to agree on Pal.,this might be basis ~or agreement at an int. conf. 
:- .. after the war. If US at Yalta can work out some ag1:eement, mip;ht check 

pressure groups. Want temp. policy on part of GB to cover time between when 
WP quotas will be exhausted and a fermanent settlement can be worked out 

/ 

6- Ed wrote FDR Dec. 13'44- despite campaign promises on both sides, must . 
remember promises to Arabs who regard them as as solemn an agreement 

as At. Charter • . Lists events and complaints coming in from NE, 
' demonstrations, boycotts. If concessions to Zionists continue wfll 

jeopradize US trade there,oil concessions in SA But all this was 
rehash of what Murray was feeding him 

, 
I 

I 
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9- Ed. t·,rote Dec. 22 (came from Nurray) 
au mitted to Var and Navy who approved. 

must cement our influence wmth SA, or some other nation will move in, ieed friendship £or oil•s
5
ake to supplement New ·;orld reserves, that land 

I ,--- • I(. 

nmw held by our nationals need military airfields there to fly to Pacific theater. Will cost about $43 mi. till SA gets solvent thru pilgrims and oil royalties 

I 
/ 

I 
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Hoskins- general 
/
r~~i Wh ~/1:l:z~ C: 
/~ «.~#<¥:~pl'~ 

~~r:_~I . ~ 1- Breck Long said 1944, that H's views were very positive and didn't necessarily mirror those of State 
2- Hoskins was Arab expert, friend of Berle. Hoskins, b. in Beirut~ 

was cotton goods merchant, son of missionary parents, said to be 
a Syrian nationalisy. 

3-spent winter of '42-'43 in ME, then circulated "The Present Situation 
in the Near .b,;ast" to some congressmen. was anti-French, anti-ili9nist 

J11 lf£/-,1. u/t<,o J2--t<-~ L,; ~. f~c/_~ ~ ' 
--l' _,..: et:1 b ~ tf'f('J ~ - IY<,L~ (7 k./ ;-? f (A.,<IU-<.. ,,,. 

4- G~aim in book says Hoskins was , no friend, but less hostile than others. 
At first thought something could be done if Zionists would moderate 

their demands (even talked of bringing in~ mi. to Pal.), but stiffened 

s-
after he saw king, repeated bribe charge 

Hin,4~ 
n1 I (j f.f I Jitf~ t{A CJ-::J ~ c£Jw · ~ 

Cl~ ~ u----Co, I J~ 'H l'l4 1-,- . pcnµ711 --·d ~ 

:u,e, Jcrw o-- • ·0 d ~ ~ 
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. Hoskins' memo of April 20, 1943 (circulated by iionists by'44) 

• 1- based on trip to ME, Nov.'4a- Harch'43. Mainly based on interviews 

with dip. & mil. representatives (Amer. Br. Free Fr.), Arab leaders, 

mi r : onairies, educational leader·s. Doesn't mention having interviewed 

Jewish leaders. 

a- main thesis that Zionism has become a major issue and unless the 

Arabs were re-assured there would be armed conflict. His interviews 

with Arabs set up by Amer. u. wgere his parents taught 

said Pal. over-populated 

2- Oct '42 FDR insisted on mission to ME to assist UN by capitalizing on 

Arab friendship. GB agreed to Hoskins and another officer. Spent 3~ mos. 

Hull says they did interview Jewish leaders 

a- Hoskins report April 20, 1943 

I 
I 

I 

danger of fighting immediate, would lead to massacre of Jews in 

other Moslem countries. Arabs feel Jews arming, have not kept - • 

informal truce. Arabs fear Jewish expansionism beyond-Pal. 

Ike has reported Arab tensions. Jew. state could be imposed only 

by force . Vlants all out help to refugees, but this should not 

be confused with Pal question 

b-suggests joint statement 

c-ast to postwar sol., Hoskins wants a bi-nat'l state w±thin the 

proposed Levantine Fed. This would unite Lebanon, Syria, and Pal. 

as they were before 1914. Also su gests Cirenaica, now virt¥ally 

uninhabited for some Jews, but put anoth ~mi.Jews in Pal., which 

would mean parity with Arabs, N. Cirenaica could taken another~ mi. 

'/ 
I 

I- l ill q r~ .?~~ 
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·Hoskins, Jan. 23 '43 

1-just returned from_Arab ME, conflict may break out before end of 

war, certainly thereafter. Jewish c.,onfidence in state (which will 

cause conflict) based on their confidence in US support 

a- Arab afraid of fait accompli which will hand Pal. to Jews, notion 

confirmed by Arab 

has 1 mi. Arabs. 

Abdullah who know 

propaganda. Sug~ests ·oint statement. Pal. 
J,, ;1 ~ 
Iv ii ~ 

Wants visit of moderate Arabs like Emir 

that you also can't dislodge~ mi. Pal. Jews 

b- stresses moderate Jews like Magnes, Sz:0.L.d who want bi-national 

state. If US backs either extremist group it would commit our 

troops 

2- Hull reported he read Hoskins' report with interest, but time not 

appropriate for visit of moderate Jews and Arabs. Suggests visit or on 

of king's sons, such a visit might accomplish some of Hoskins' 

aims 

--

' , 



• . . 
• Hoskins' mission to see king 

1- July 23,'43- to tell king Pal. is complex problem, US wants 

to postpone until after war decision on territorial and boundary 

questions. Would he see Chaim or some other Jewish leader? 

FDR's first choice is voluntary agreement 

2- Hoskins reported from Cairo Aug. 31'43 

a-saw king daily for a week, didn't have to use interpreter. 
couldn't deliver Pal., even if for an instant he considered it, 

Chaim in 1939 had impugned his honor, bribe to guaranteed by 

FDR. King's views had been broadcast by interview with LIFE, 
king got flood of letters and telegrams from whole Moslem 
world. Absolutely no hope of getting king to help solve 

problem 

3-Sept. 27'43, Hoskins saw FDR, latter indignant that his name 

I , 
I 

was brought into it. Only possible basis was that sometime back FDR 

I 

had sugr-ested to Wise that Jews buy land outside of Pal. and 

assist Arabs to settle there. 

Hoskins added that many European Jews will want to stay there 

if assured security and property. State could be established 

only by force 

told him king was honest, patriotic,religious, realizes his 

limitations as a ruler, likes FDR and Americans. Hoskins said it 

would be a mistake !or US to take over all responsibility in 
ME, or ·to evade ALL of it. We should pecome an important jr. 

partner. Will not be easy, but we can work out a constructive 

ME policy if people are informed of Arab side. SA important !or 

oil in US hands, postwar air-iroutes, postwar market·. Must 

·, 
1think of 50 mi. Arabs plus 200 mi. additional Moslems. Is I • 

convinced that Arabs would welcome assurance from US aboµt Pal. 

Afraid of being ~aced with some new BD which would set up Jew. 
state. 1 mi. Arabs in Pal.,would be backed by 49 mi. other Arabs 

that is why you have to freeze staus quo for duration 

Zionist thefts of arms from Br. have convinced Arabs they must 
strike soon. ALL AMERICANS must realize that if we commit US to 

force in that area what we will face, because· only force will bring 
about Jewish Pal. 



/ 

• • • 

Hoskins, Dec. 1943 

1- saw FDR, Ede. 14, presented "Highlie;hts Regarding Pal", based on 2 trips to ME and one to London, had travelled over 7 mos. seeking information on Pal. issue. Saw increased tension on both sides, no 
hope of settlement. Arabs more afraid of Jews now than in 1937. 

' 
R2ported that in GB War Cabinet is uncertain and indecisive. Speaks of 
pressures here and in GB, necessity of reaching a decision, to clarify position of our dip. representatives in ME 

I ., 
/ 

a- decide to have con.f erences wi.th War and Nauy to agree on some policy, then get to Br. for joint policy. Wants joint 
statement to prevent blowup, postpone definite decision until after victory 

t . 

I 



.. .. Hurley -1943 

1- led mission to ME 1943, stressed in his report neceesity of 
US-GB leaders to find a solution 

2-Hurley came back suspicious of Br. impe~]~~jsrn, ready to outbid it for 
Arab sup-ror,:t. Is Har~_ ?_inclair' s lawyer and ~'ash. lobbist, thibks 

,trabian oil too important to be left to the mercy of local conf'lict., 
inference being tha~ you had to liquidate Jewish ambitions 

3- Hurley report of May 5'43, had been sent as personal emissary of FDR 
to survey ME situation. 

a-says most emphasis not on war or peace, but over commonwealth 

Jews divided, but Zionists want Pal., "probably Transjordan", 
transfer of population to Iraq, eco. leadership of entire region 

b- most European Jews want to return to Europe afver the war. In other 

countries of ME, Jews view Zionist pro~ram with alarm and dismay 

c-Arabs not anti-Jewish, no serious opposition to JNH, but to Jewish 
majority. If granted state, Jewish influence with great powers 
< ----would lead to more imperialism, this would haqiper Arab. ind. 

\,, 

Likes compromise idea_ of Nuri Pasha- hurry ind. of Pal., establish 
/'-

Arab. Fed. to include Pal. with Br. as protectors, giv~s Jews 
autonomy where they have majority, but curb Jewish immigration 

d- Arabs feel US, not GB behind state i dea. Saw Ben Gurion who said US 

is obligated to establish state 

e-If you buy the Zionist idea, sai~~ley, (a minority has right to 
reclaim territory taken by force~ you would have to dissolve Br. 
Empire, give baqk Mexican cession. (said anti-Zionists pointed this 

F 

out) Hurley is certain GB opposes Jewish state, despite rumors of 

what WSC has said ,I 

f- Hui.·ley refuses to assess merits of case, London no longer able 

to act, US must make up its mind on a Jewish state and share the 
I 

, 
I 

responsibility for this decision. 

I 
I 
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Saudi Arabia-wartime 

1- began having relations in 1940, 1941 Kirk of Egypt also accredited to SA 
---

1941- king needed cash to make up for pilgrims. After hesitation because SA was in Br. sphere, gave him $10 credit (owing mostly to oil. By eve of PH. were thinking of lend-lease, before war was over .gave king more than GB. really extended lend-lease 
only in 1943, before war was over gave him $45 mi., besides 

--..:... a goodly share of the $5l_mi. given by GB , 

2-came to believe, in' Murray's words, that king was the outstanding Arab a-State proposed draft to kin ~ May 3'41 (not sure that it was sent) asks for peace in ME, knows that he is troubled by Zionism, · but WP has done much to ease complaints of Arabs. Is willing to help ease his financial burdens. Even thought of him as possibly protec~ing Jews of Yishuv, State prods FDR to get king on our side • I 

a-State felt that SA was t he one Moslem countr y t hat was not a source of anxiety, could stabilize region 
b-1942 began sending irrigation and ag. experts. Our reports 
said that king was less fanatical than others on Zionism, and even Chaim thought so 

3- crucjal year was 1943 -War & Navy want ed more oil concessions, aircraft landing righ~diplomats on scene reported that Zionism was t he great obstacle.nbroughout year afraid of domestic oil reserves . ~4. U boats sinking tankers, began to ~e lively interest in Arabian oil 
a- king used concern to bring up Pal. question in spring ,'43-had , refrained so far because he didn't want to increase tensions, , wanted (April 30)definite assurance that Wash. wouldn't act 

' 

: 
without informing him in advance. FDR replied, urged unders~anding with Jews, but promised no decision alter~ng basic situation without ponsultation with both parties (shows· , 



... 22 SA-wartime 

b-midsummer '43, king invited to come to Wash., eventually led 
to visit of two sons-held series of conferences on eco. aid, ~Sta~SnH!~rSnZ~&R~S£~ii8egett~~tdi~E~Y, ~ir!t) accepted with c- Oct. 26'43 we sent a secret cable to SA,stating that we sympathize wmth Arab aspirations- p~oably sent to offset broadcasts of Mufti, but led Arabs to believe we mi~ht scuttle / . BD 

, 

/ 

In 1943, king was interviewed by LIFE reporter, hinted that he wanted 1938 letter published, pro?ably wrote 1943 letter with wide distribution in mind 

4- 1944 

I 
~ ' I 

I 
I . / 

asst 
a-first aw~mJiimmmmmmmmrommmm to SA was Col. Wm. A. F,ddy, 

former college pres, Arabist, 
sent to Jidda Ja. 1944 to acquaint himself with needs of SA, promote better relations (later in Friends of ME) 

b-obvious that we were vying with GB for postwar influence and concessions 

t. 
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-
Early relations with SA (to 1939) 

1-\Ye took more notice of him after he helped negotiate 1936 strike, ·-• 
he sort of felt responsible after that for Pal. Arabs 

2- King wrote long letter to FDR in late 1938, Arab rights to Pal, you --can't give back to an nation what i once had, this would create 
chaos, Wilson and self-determination. There can only be peace in Pal. 

if Arabs get t heir rights -claim US never heard Ar ab case. 

I 

' I 

/ 
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a- FDR replied, stating US off-hands policy. Welles told FDR this 

was first letter from an Arab chief of State about Pal. 
Welles and FDR relied on State's statement of Oct. 14'38 

, 
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Saudi-bckground 

1- Saud was 1st king. Not a minor state, equal to US east of Miss. 
Located at one of world's crossroads. Held Holy Cities of Mecca & Medina, held some of world's greatest oil reserves 

2- Only US and GB involved here,. Ibn Saud started out as tribal ---chieftain. After 1914 (aged 34) defeated all rivals, gained control 
over scattered population. Rise supported by Br. who gave him pol. 

advice and money. But turned later to .us for eco. aid. In 1932, 

became first king-maintained order, protected pilgrims, but 
rejected new ways in machinery, diet, clothes, sanitation. Known to 
subjects as Abdul Aziz- 6ft. 4, stiff knew, useless finger, blind in 
one eye - looked like a figure out of Arabian Nights.His ancestors , ----started Wahhabi movement (f'iercely puritanical), wanted to re store 

old-time religion ,...---.... 
~ . 

3- country poor in resources except oil, lived on pilgrims. Saud had 37 
living s~ns, 125 wives, but no queen, allied himself by marriages 

(like Queen Victiria) to tribes of peninsula 
the 

4-Had been King of/~ 

Mosque of Mecca~ 
believed understanding 

and Nejd, proclaimed king of SA in Great 
Valued Br. aid, ,but suspicious of Br. intentions, 
with US would held him ward off Br. imperialism. 

5- SA became important to us because of oil, postwar air routes, 
and potentioal market for hard good. Exported dates and .tobacco. 

I 

\ 
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.. ME strategic favtor 

11 

1- besides oil~ central location of ME 11 astride communications by 
, 

land, sea, and especially air 11 made Arab east almost as important to 

US as to GB 

2-bound to seek after the war/landing rights for commercial planes 
,! -----

because "no global, all-weather air route could omit the region" 
I 

111 ,1, a-also, if we were to assume our share in maintaining 
,,. 

I world peace, had to keep peace in Arab east 

3- central factor of policy was opposition to Br. and Fr. imp. 

If ME fell, could be 11 dreaded juncture" of German-Jap forces, Axis 

would get unlimited oil, could stop our southern supply route to USSR 

' I /v 
a- we felt that Br. impeeialism played into hands Qf Axis, but we 

I 
1'

1
had 11 unique moral prestige" to counteract it. Hull in 1942 

laid our goodwill there to a century of US missionary,ed, and 

philanthropic efforts untarnished by material motives or interests 

I 

4- geographically a vital land, sea 
I 

and air bridge connectin ~rope, 

of world at time when geopolitics Asia and Africa-cross roads 

was important //~ 
lay at heart of Allied communicctions center, one of decisive 

battle grounds of WW II, athwart lifeline of supplies to USSR 

Suez Canal and shipping lines eastward to India and southward around Cape 

included not only richest oil deposits in world, but also was the most 

. , impo~tant single geographical area of the war (Cyrus Sulzberger 1942) 
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.. - US and ME:general 
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US in ME after PH 

1-suddenly found itself deeply enmeshed. In 1942 took joint 

responsibility with GB for ME Supply Center 

2-Set up Persian Gulf Command to supervise lend-lease to USSR 

3- No US combat troops in ME istelf, but US had sunk millions into 

~rand military base~hospitals a.pd supply depots. OWI had local 

branches in each c·ount_ry, cooperating with B;: Ministery of Information 
to counteract Axis propaganda 

4- during war we establis~ed mil. mis s ions in Egypt, Iran and Iraq 

a-in a no. of states US advisers helped re-organize local 

police, public works, administration 

4-Lend-lease was a powerful factor which penetrated with ease into 

oldest areas of Br. and Fr. imperialism 
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US in ME after PH 

9- ME Supply Center began by Br. in 1942, became joint in '42 to meet 

acute ·£ood and non-military needs. Has aided Arabs a great deal 

10- American advisers sent to 3 ME countries hitherto thought in Br. sphere 
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OIL FACTOR: BACKGROUND 

1 C / 1 (?(/ -C.;'U;r te ($) 

- contained about 2/3rd ~ 
p . --~ o~ world's suppl B 
ersia @ 1800, but we didn't kn y. r. began digging in 

19~s or even later ow of tremendous reserves until 

2-Because of great rise in • 
could no longer 1 . our consumption we feared de~letion 

re Yon New World ~ , Europe 

(j__ ~#< ~ Cf Vit lft:1'1 UJ.-{) R~c/ 61t-4.._ 

_!..:!:-71U1? (2-t,.,I~ , ti 

h- w.,,, ,,,f.,d ---h) ~ ~d d'U--t ~ 

~Jc~~ //~ j-2-e~ ~c/ 

~;,_ wW,J_L,~~/~ 

~o bt7· {uP(& w_au p~cltHA/ 

3- De Novo has shown that WWI showed petrol indispensable for ships, -
tanks, planes -even .a basic ingredient in TNT 

oil could mark difference between victory and defeat 

a-~19 Br. turning out only®r w;;;u•sOil, but held 

~f estimated reserves .. 

b-eventually State began to back US cos. seeking entry into ME 
" 

4-oil was most important attraction of US to ME . 0~ide · of New World, 
. -• l' 

most reserves were in Moslem lands,many of these ~eople either had 

just gotten or were ·about to get their ind. and thd',r looked to us 

. 
5- One of first to be interested in SA was Chas. c. Crane, got an ~ 

engineer named Karl Twitcliell to survey oil(fields ol SA 1925 

,/ 

.... 

F~nnd not safety first, but Allah first there, no plane coulc1 look 
e:> 

down on Mecca. SA reserves too great to estimate, meant that not 

.r:----__. 
since Mohammed has Arabia meant so much to the world. 

~Bn Saud said he decided on US concession after he learned 

- :,j about Wilson and US history-was sure we wouldn't try to ! • 

1
mind HIS business 
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OIL FACTOR 

las early as 1937 there is indication that oil cos. were worried about 
Zionism. They found a ready ear in personnel of State, for men at 

the NE desks had often worked previously for oil interests 

a-ARAMCO had a powerful lobby during the war 

b-Till '41 CASCO was giving money to kine , then persuaded US to 
take over, at first reject~d by State as it was Br. sphere,but 
changed later, partly because Ickes wanted to build a pipeline 
Arabia to Med., partly because we needed the oil in war and to 
keep the peace after the war 

c- by 1946 US cos. were producing 200,000 barrels a day?,~ set aside 
for navy. 

d- Saud desperately needed money in '41, oil cos. warned State 
that he would be loyal only so long as his interests warranted it. 

1-Hull and FDR were suspicious of Br:-,gave king money to 
~~im from GB 

e-In 1944 Forrestal (navy) told Hull that we had inadequate 
reserves. Maybe new reserves will be found, there may be a breakthru 

~ on synthetic oil, but navy can't afford to err on side of optimism. 
Wanted State to pur_sue policy that wo~ld insure US ME oil, 

especially in-SA 

f- evidently from the evidence, FDR was sold on idea that we had to 
have equal access to oil in all parts of t he world 

2- Secret conf. F~944, Breck Long and Senate FR Comm 
Dept. sympat~c to JNH, but had to go cautiously. Much discussion 

of oil. Came while res. were pending, all agreed ME oil was of 
paramount necessity 

I , 
3-1944, Ickes was bent on building pipeline, SA- Med. across 3 o~ 4 

countries. We had to get thier consent 

I 

I 
I 
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US HOLDINGS 

1- originally GB dominated MR oil reserves, we gc,t some oil lands in 

Iraq, entire concession of SA and Bahrain, later in Kuwait and 

Iran. SA concession was thru SOC of Cal, later ARAMCO, began di~ging 

1938, 1939 built pipeline to Persian Gulf 

. I 
I 

a-cost of production less in ME and this was an additional 

attraction 

MOS~ IMPORTANT were ARAMCO IN SA, GULF in Kuweit, 

SOC NJ and SOCONY VACUUM in Iraq 

~ Cf# ~ Ir :J 9 • 
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NATURE OF FDR 

1- Manuel notes he was given to"wildly contradictory movements" 
was both a pragmatist and emotional idealist 

FDR was filled wi:th infectuous confidence, genial 

buoyancy, "captivating personal magnetism". Would 
cA~J - •• 

it was said that his Q&fHH'ming smile could "charm 
-

warmth, 

first-name callers, 

birds out of trees" 
·, 

Sent people away so spellbound that they forgot what they came for. 
I 

But it was a fault that he hated to disappoint people, or injure their 

_.feelings. Good listener, nodded, said "fine, fine", but it only meant 

he understood point they were making-often did the opposite which lead to 

charges of do¥ble-dealing. At times was an easy mark, but could be 

----utterly ruthless when the occasion demanded it. 

3_ a very complicated man, from these i ,nner complexities sprang many 

of the apparent contradictions in his actions. 

4- T~is affability masked "a retinence that few men were able to 

penetrate". No one, even Hopkins fully shared his thoughts, no one who 
knew him was ever able to discover the .processes by which he made up 

his mind. Like sort of an .ordered chaos,~jealous of his prerogatives 

"Lines of power that stopped short of his own person received no 
clear definition" Sort of divided and ruled 

a- no written records of high decision making-heard advice and often 

- followed it, but ·decisions were his o,wn 

I 
I 

I , 

1"master of superb political. artistry" and "brilliant imprjvisation" 
,t 1 . 

Iii. .... 
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FDR- weak points 

1- Nevins- flashes of insincerity, often given to telling different stories 

about same subject to different men. W~s willing,upon occasion,to sacrifice 

principle for e}tpediency. Eleanor said he believed in Loyalist cuae in 

Spain but refused to champion it for pol. reasons 

a-His character lacked the symmetry, harmony and weight of a GW, TJ 

or AL 

'I 

-t. . I .. 
I • 
I ,._ 

FDR-nature-222 

Nevins 
5- man of action rather than thought, unflinching optimist, having 

conquered a prostrating illness and horrible physical handicap, felt 
, 

an inner faith in man~s power to conquer anythi,ng. 

a-was humane, had genuine concern for the friendless and unfortun~te, 

greatest humanitarian since AL. Frances P. thought his own 

illness gave him compassion for the afflicted and under

privielged. 

4-
6-in foreign affairs liked imagination, boldness, ingenuit~, liked pr,Pgmatie 

experimentation-willing to scrap a theo~y as soon as it collided 

with a brute fact. Liked things that would work, was prone to 

obliterate old failures with new plans 

I 
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Reasons for Russian interest in ME 

1-pickep up after 1~3, regarded Turkey & Iran in their security zone, 9tl.o-'r had once had,t'>reat bonds with Arab east and were trying to 

rea:tore them. Relaxed during war ban against religous bonds with 
patriarchs, reo-organized Russ. Orth. Church, 1943. After 20 yr. 

' --- -- ·, 

Russian factor 

1- almost half survivors in E. Europe went to parts of Europe sure -to come under Soviet control. Many others went to Soviet hinterlands. 

a-would they be permitted to go to Pal.? Would official ban on 
Zionism be lifted? 

2- Zionists hoped Russians would change their mind; courted Maisky during 

his 1943 visit to Pal., tried to convince him of their socialism 

a- Yishuv had many who were Russian born and considered its li~erature 
I 

part of their cultural heritage, kibbutzim builders-had been 
I 

influenced by same forces that ca~sed 'R~ss. Rev. 
I 

I 
' 
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' ... Russian statements on Pal . 

1-Tmll end of war remained silent on political questions- never gave any 
public hint on fut f P ·1 Th ure o a. e mystery of Soviet intentions 

~oused hopes and fears among 

2- if US was too hard on Arabs 
' to create a cordon saniatire to 

both groups 

they mi~ht turn to USSR, British wanted 

hem the Russians in 

3R.L. Buell wrote Steinhardt in 1944 that Russians consider Zionism 

an agent of Br~- ~~perialism and counter-revolutionary 

• I 

a-but Buell mentions that a leading Soviet diplomat in 1943 

said there might be a change- Zionists are at log~erheads 

with GB, said Russians had more in common with advanced and 

progressive Jews of Pal. than with backward Arabs 

• • • 0'1]"'~ /) 0.1,1~-/1,,1,.,,.f ~g 
3- in 1943, Chaim spoke in Russian toAMaisk;y ( •pvv--~/ 

4- Wise to FDR l/a4/45 FDR had mentioned Russian opposition to ~"ise, 

A 
_lj Wise says Benes talked about Zionism with Stalin in Moscow. 

Joe said he wouldn't oppose commonwealth if US-GB were for it. 

5- 1944 Murray wrote Ed. that he learns from Anakara embassy that 

Soviets are vs. Jewish state- we are weakiening ourselves with 

Arabs, Soviets will ~1 oppose Zionism and t his will have an 

"electric effect" on Arabs. Murray says very facts that Arabs so 

outnumber Jews in ME will dictate Soviet policy 

6- Dec. 144 Harriman to Ed., knows little more than dept. about 

Soviet Pal. policy.-press is silent, which means gov't thinks it 

I' 

is premature to discuss it, but probably newly created posts in Arab 

world are circulating anti-Zionist policy to break down suspicions 

of Communism and attract Arab .world-probably don't want to come out 

vs US*GB while war is on, but will surely use our pro-Jewish. , 
' 

stand against us, would probably favor Arab union ij Soviets can -

.: 

control them (Murray had asked Harriman for information, Nov. 4 144 

?-Nov. 10, Ed talked to FDR about subject, and sug~ested that FDR speak to 

' 
Ave. FDR wanted memo on subject, sent Dec 4th after careful preparation 

8- Nov. 4th, Henderson wrote Murray from Iraq. FM deeply concerned about 

Soviet influence-at proper time will let Arabs know who their friends are 

If we persist in our pro-Zionist stand, Iraq will become a Soviet 
I -

puppei1 
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I 3-iState had been silent for 5 mos., now replied to many telegrams 

!I etc. Art. VII did not empower us to prevent change in mandate, 
! all we could do is to refuse to recognize validity of . ' . 

application to American interests unless we assented. But 
I 

real concern was not those interests but closing gates 
• I • ! to· Hitler's victims-and it was exactly this aspect of the 

problem which State avoided 
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White Paper, 1943 

1- combined legal and.illegal immigration declined shar~ly during the war 
a-in 1943 only a little more than half legal quota came in, 
but at Bermuda Conf. of 1943 GB extended expiration date of · 

3/31/44 indefinitely 
b-every attempt to get it changed led to statement of GB that 

exigencies of war requir~d it to remain in force. While 
millions were being killed, only, 10-12 thousand Qame in each year 

2-In fall o~ 1943, great pressure on FDR to intercede~ SILVER BLITZ 
a-to letters from prominent people, FDR spoke of difficulties, 

·. complex problems, but he was giving the matter careful thou~ht I 
I 

b- Hull made a lot of efforts to get deadline removed. Intervened 
~ with Halifax. Hull thought he go_t Br. to reconsider deadline, but 

actually they had made~ thejr minds to do so in Nov.'43 • ( 1 o v t/1,,;,J 3 1, t1 o t1 a...po..... e,u,c, t'-4-1-47 -1-c p-P 1-u,~ u I 
c- \Zionists had to make up their mind about a hard line, FDR 

said he didn't have WSC in his pocket 

3- Meanwhile, 

moral ' 1case 
I 

Silver blitz started, would mobilize US Jewry, present 
~ to American people. Even A J Council for abrogatt because 

it discriminated vs. Jews. AZE~ started blitz in Oct.'43, established 

I • 

_local committees, sent delegations to Wash., cultivated local / /2.l~~P 
,~Jpch bosses,worked on legislatures and city councils. Idea was to 

create grass roots sentiment, bough radio time with M. Robinson, 

/ 

Eddie Cantor etc. 60,000 signed petition in South Bend 

4- Hull ~aw Halifax, Dec. 13'43 

• I 
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Silver took over Aug. '43, re-organized AZEC, WP was fir .. : -7;1ajor 

proje~t. Got governors of 40 states to petition FDR 
deluge of letters and telegrams 

jz,,,Cv~.. -/:r, ~~h) U~I uflu,,,~t: 
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White Pape~, 1944 

1- FDR spoke out March 9,1944. First pol. pronouncement or any 
major power since war began. Sug~ests US interest in disposition 

of Pal. ,,,,. 

a-March 9th, FDR authorized Silver & Wise to say that US has 
never approved WP, was made after Arab protests, Silver said it 
~eant we were not tied up with Br. Col. policy 

(Halifax angrywanted to answer anti-Br. ' slanders (that GB was 

preventing Jews from escaping) but WSC ru:ted against it) 

b-FDR press conr. 3/28/44 took up statement,tried to switch 
talk to what he had done about refugees-existing avenues of 

escape thru Balkans and Spain 

2-ISOLATIONIST enemies of FDR spoke up vs GB. Fish ~liimed he was a 

Zionist in 1922, Br. action is in defiance of mandate, 

I 

/ 

B.C. Clark-Br. no more right than we have to be in Pal. except 
under mandate. Says we do have right under 1924 con. to refuse 

changes, Robert R. Reynolds agreed. Clare Booth Luve, GB has 
betrayed Jews of Germany and Pal. 
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