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interesting large Jewish 'orga1iizatio1is in their \\'Ork and ha \'C been sub­
stantially aided by them. But few were so fortunate. 

The Jewish Publication Society has renderer! an in\'aluable sen-ice 
to the ca~1se of Judaism in the united State by popularizing Jewish 
classics and by familiarizing the Jew with the great achie\·ernents of hi 
µeople. Of equally great. if not of greater ser\'lte, will be that organ iza­
tion which \1·ill encourage scholarship and research in the field of Judaism 
hy facilitating the µublication of scholarly studies and by properly remun­
erating their authors. 

All great seats of learning in this country ha\·e a an indispensable 
adjunct to their departments of study a dep-art1nent of publication . lt 
stimulates li terary activity among faculty and graduate students. lt 
brings to light many a valuable contribution to the cause of science and 
literature which would otherwise never see the light of day . 

The Hebrew Union Coll ege should have sume such publication de­
partment. The scholarly achie\·ements of the members of the faculty. 
the worthy theses of the graduating students and of the cai1diclates for 
the Doctor's degree, in fact any meritoriou work of an American Jewish 
scholar could be brought before the world of letters. That this would 
ultimately redound to the creel it of the College and Jewish scholarship 
in the United States is indisputable. 

And as an obiter dictum we might mention the fact that it was but 
recently brought to our attention that the College should have undertaken 
soine time ago the publication of a Sabbath School Journal. This. un­
doubtedly. would ha\·e helped to crystali ze some of the confl icting theories 
and to organize some of the contradictory methods of our religious 
education . Surely. the alumni feel the need of such a publication, and 
what agency other than the College can adequately satisfy this need? 

It is our ineffable love for our institution and for J udaisrn as a whole 
which prompts us to the hope that the College will some clay be the great 
sto rehou se of spiritual and intellectual energy whence shall radiate cur­
rents of yitality in to e1 •ery realm of J ewish life and thought. 
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THE AM HA AREZ:IN SQFERIC AND T ANNAITIC TIMES. 

.--\.B13A HILLEL SILVER. ' 1.'i. 

Part III.-The Am Ha Arez in the Period of the Tannaim. 

As we enter the Tannaitic period a maze of bewildering matter 
bearing on our subject confronts us. The Mishna, the Tosefta. the 
many old Baraitha scattered throughout the Talmud, and other Talmud ic 
writings present an embroglio of information so conflicting a to dis­
courage any hope of e1·er identifying the Tannaitic Am ha Arez and of 
e\·er determinino- his true position in ·ociety. No wonder then that a 
writer of a Tosephot. unable to harmonize the many contradictory state­
ments on the legal statu of the Am ha A rez was forced to declare, in 
order that he might escape a conundrum . that there were various classes 
of i-\rne ha Arez." How much truth there is in his assertion we sha ll 
realize as we proceed in our analysis of the sources . 

In th e prel'iou s chapter we ha\·e seen that a Talmicl Chacham was 
not necessarily a chaber. The relations of a chaber to an Am ha Arez 
\1·ould then not necessarily be identical with those of a Talmid Chacharn 
to an . \111 ha , \rez. \ \ ' e must accordingly distinguish in our sources 
between the Am ha , \ rez who is brought into relation with a chaber and 
the .\m ha Arez who is correlated with a Talmid Chacham. 

Only by differentiating the two may we hope ever to attain at some 
systematic kno.vledge of the Tannaitic Am ha Arez. 

\Ve h,l\·e briefly sketched in the preceding chapter the character and 
make-up of the ''chaber." The strict observance of the laws of "clean" 
and ' 'unclean" was his great aim and the aim of his chabura . In the 
light of this. hi s relation with the Am ha Arez can be fully comprehended. 
In the eyes of the chaber e\·ery Jew who did not obey the law of 
Levitical purity in their highly-de\·elopecl traditional form was an Am 
ha Arez. An Am ha Arez to the chaber need not at a ll be an ignorant. V' 
irreligious man of a disposition inimical to him. From the fact that even 

· a Talrnicl Chacham had to sub cribe to the" Articles of Federation" before 
he could be considered a chaber."' we are led to infer that. if he failed 
to do so. he would remain outside the limits of the Chabura and even he 
would accordingly be considered by the chaber as an Am ha Arez. An 
A.m ha Arez may be a teacher of the Law to the children of a Chaber. ''" 
The marriage of the son of a Chaber to the daughter of an Arn ha Arez 
or 7•icc z•crsa is considered as a matter of common occurrence.5 1 One 
Tosefta relates that Rabbi Gamal iel the elder married his daughter to 
Simon ben Nathaniel-a priest and an Am ha Arez.' 2 A Chaber and an 

•8 Tosephot Sota 22a. 
4!l llaraitha Bechor. 30b Tosef. Demai II, a: 
."io Tosef. Demai Tl, 18. Buechler's contention that 'lamad' does not mean here the study of 

the Law but the study of some al't or craft · (int.ending- to remove, thereby, lhe g-reat argu­
ment against his theory that an Am ha Arez could not have been a scholar) is, of course, ar­
bitrary a nd unfounded. 

51 Tosef. Demai ll, 5; ibid II, 16; ibid II. 17. 
;a Tosef. Ab. Zora III, 10. 
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Am ha Arcz, moreover, belong to the same family .'~ An Am ha Arcz 
may at will join the Chabura. and the doors of the chaburot were always 

open to welcome him."' 
The mas of highl y particularized la ws of ritual cleanliness which 

entered so considerably into the da il y life of the Chaber perforce inter­
fered with an amicab le or neighborly inte rcourse between the Chaber 
and the Am ha .,:-\rez, but that this led to an imosity and bitterness \i1e 
ha \·e no reason to think. ( )n the contra ry . we ha ve e\·icl ences to the 
effect that the chaber respected the feelings of the Am ha Arez and mad e 
allowances for him. Thus, during the Passover. Pentecost and Feast of 
th e Tabernacle th e law s which might hav e prevented th e .\m ha .\rez 
from full pa rticipa tion in the ce remoni es at J e ru salem were ,;uspended.":; 

THE AM BA AREZ Al\'D THE TERC:1-l .-\. 

Th e sa feguarding of the T eruma from a ll mann er of uncleanliness 
was th e chief motil' e that actuated the enactment of that intricate system 
o f legal pre \·entives . The destruction of the Temple"6 and the growing 
laxity in the sa fekeeping of the ritual clean ness of the Terurna on th e 
part o f both priests and laymen ernkecl st ill greater efforts from the 
relig ious teachers to counteract thi s tendency by mean s of more st ringent 
laws and greater precauti ons.''' For the T eruma to i)e in a state of ritual 
cleanness two conditions mu st be fulfill ed : the priest when partaking: 
of it must himself not render it profane. and the farmer when sett ing: 
it aside must lik ewise take ca re not to render it unclean. 

The Chaburot and the religious teachers accordingly declared a boy­
cott against the koh e11 Ar11 ha. A re;:;, the priest who was negligent in thl'. 
law s o f ·'c lean' ' and "unclean. '' One of the principal clauses to which a 
Chaber had to subsc ribe was "not to giYe T eruma and Ma'aser to a !when 
_-\rn ha Arez.''" and not to allow a kohen Am ha Arez to prepare hi s 
ta'aroth '·:'-that is to say. to appropriate the T eruma for him. The re­
ligious teachers urged those of the farrn e1·s who recognized their authority 
to give their clues to a Chaber-priest only.U" In the school of R. Eliezar b. 
_I acob of Sepphoris ( o r Tiberi as) they taught that he who gives hi , 
dues to a kohen Arn ha Arez burdens him with the sin of imprope1· 
handling o f the priestly dues. According to R. Jochanan. he causes the 
priest's dea th."' The !when .e-\m ha Arez enjoyed less fa\·or in the eyes 
of the teachers and· the Chahurot than the Yisrael Am ha .-\rez. "" 

53 Demai I, 9. 
;;4 Tosef. Demai 11, 3; ibid JI, 5; Becho. 30b. 
55 Chag. 26a; Nid. 34a. 
GO It must, of course, be remembered that with the destruction of the ~r emple only suc h 

dues as went originally for the direct maintenance uf the Temple sacrifices were suspended. 
The dues for the personal support of the priests and · Levites continued (Sheka. VIII, 8). 
The Teruma likewise remained in force (B ik. II, 3) . So also did the duties of offering the 
1·ight forleg, the cheeks and the stomach remain in vogue. (Chui. X , 1). 

57 Bech. 30a, where ta'aroth clearly refers to the cleanliness of the Teruma. See Buechlet·, 
p. 146, ff. ; see also Chag. III , 4. 

58 Tosef. Demai. II, 2. 
59 Aboth. di R. Nathan XLI, 66b. A lso Tosef . Demai. 11, 2. 
GO Sifre Num. 121, p. 4 la. 
Gl San. 90b. 
02 Tosef. Demai IV, 28. Likewise Tosef. Dema i IH, 1, and Tosef. Demai 11, 20-22; 

Terum. VII. 4. A warning is sounded for othe1· priests. (Nedar. 20a). 

l 
I 
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s an ultimate precaution, the priest was required to eat even hi s 
profane food iri a state of ritual cleanness. 63 

Inasmuch as the farmer was not always cautious in handling tha t 
portion of his produce which he set aside as Terurna, the priest was 
req uired to ask before accepting it whether the offering is Levit ica ll v 
ciean. Nor coul d the priest accept hi s dues from every farmer, but had 
to discriminate between the farmer who could be trusted to keep the 
Teruma he appropriates ritually clean and the farmer who could not. 

TIJE AM 1-JA AREZ AND THE TlTllES. 

\,\. ith the dest ruct ion o f the Temple and the cessation of sacrificial 
worship the priesthood began to recede gradually from its position o f 
importance and influence in the public and religious life of the people. 
But just as the hope of a speedy redemption during the first ex ile in 
Babylo11 had ca ll ed into being that elabo rate code of priestly legislation . 
so now did the anticipation of a quick resumption of the pri estly ser vices 
tend to encourage the work of the R abbis in amplifying and parti cula r­
izing the eccles iastical functions and duties. But the priesthood, as might 
be expected, was los ing its importance in th e eyes of the people and the 
Rabbi s exerted themseh·es to the utmost in their endeavors to prop up 
thi s crumbling in stitution. The heavy taxes and tribute which the 
l{ornan government extorted likewise contr ibuted to the neglect of the 
ia w o f tithes. 

From the numerous compla ints of the Rabbis of the second century. 
especiall y of those of Gal il ee . where the relig ious life of the people was 
always at its lowest ebb,n• we may conclude that the agrarian laws were 
generally neglected. R. J osiya ( of the fi rst half of the second century) 
declares that "because of the neglect of Teruma and Ma'aser the rain has 
ceased to fa ll. "65 R. Simon b. Eleazar of Sepphori s ( 160-200 ) at tributes 
the loss of the fine taste and odor in the produce of the so il to the v iola­
tion of the Levitical laws of cleanliness. and the leanness of the crop 
to the neglect of the laws of tithes."6 An anonymous Tanna, probably 
of th e same period. attributes the then prevalent disea e of croup to the 
neglect of the tithes. 6 7 In Aboth V. 11 , we read , " If some give tithes 
and others do not. a dearth ensues from drout and some suffer hunger 
while others a re full. " On the other hand. praise is abundantly showered 
upon him who t ithes hi s produce properly_fl8 

The Chaburot threw th e weight of their prestige in with the relig­
ious teachers to counteract the tendency of neglecting the agra rian laws. 
The proper tithing of the produce was made a requisite for admission 
into the Chaburot, and one who did not con form with the agrarian laws 
was considered an Am ha A rez . even as he who did not obey the la ws 

63 Chui. 106a. 
H4 "Galilee became, therefore, noto 1· ious in Judea for the stupidity o f its inha bitnnts 

but a lso for their irrelig ion. A. M. Fairbairn, "Studies in Religion nnd Theolog y. " · 
65 Aboth di R. Nathan, XXXVIII. 57a. 
66 Sota IX, 13. 
67 Sab. 33a, b. 
68 P esnch . 11 3a. See also A both di R. Nathan , XXX V, ~9b. 
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of LeYitical cleanline "" The Chaber was forbidden to dine with any 
one whose products were under suspicion of not having been tithed. 11

' 

Tl! E TALill II) C II ACllAM AND TILE AM l[ A AREZ . 

The Am ha :\rez whom we have just considered was an arbitrary 
creation of the many agrarian and purity laws. and represented a ll the 
clements which were not included in the chaburot. Just as the chaburot 
counted among their con ' tituents men from every rank and file of the 
people, so did the Am ha , \rez include men from all classes of society; 
the scholar and the priest. the merchant and the farn 1er, the rich and the 
poor. But the Am ha Arez whom we found exi ting in the pre-Tannaitic 
period-the Am ha Arcz who was so called not becau e of his neglect 
of one or two pecific law but because of his general laxity in religious 
observances and of hi s ignorance of the Law and the teachings of the 
s<;Jses, we, of course. meet with him in the Tannaitic period also. This 

\_/,\m ha A rez had included in turn (a) those who had refused to sepa­
rate themseh·es from the genti les and the half-Jews in the days of Ezra; 
( b) the Hellenizers in the Greek period; ( c) the add ucees in the pe­
riod antedating the destruction; and alongside of the e, (cl) all who dis­
obeyed the Law as interpreted by the religious teachers, not on principle. 
but through mere indifference and neglect. The term. as we shall soon 

Vsee, came to include those J udeo-Ch ri stians of the first, second and third 
centuries who, like the Sadducees of old, doubted the validity of th e 
traditional interpretation of the Law as set forth by the Pharisaic teach­
ers. and ultimately opposed them. 

Practically none of the references to the Am ha A rez ( as opposed 
to the Talmid Chacham) in Talmudic sources can be traced back to the 
period preceding the Destruction. Even the authorship of the famous 
statement attributed to J l illel. "The .\111 ha Arez can not be a Chasid"

11 

is doubtful. ln Aboth di R. ;-Jathan the statement is attributed to R. 

.-\ kiba :tnd. we think. with greater likelihood .70 

The Destruction of the Temple dealt a terrible blow to the religious 
organization of the people. and we hear R_. E li azar the Great. the pupil 
of R. jochanan b. Zacca i. complaining bitterly about the general degen­

eratio~ in the social and intellectual life of the people."' The national 

disaster and the religious laxity that fo llowed in its wake called forth 
renewed efforts at stringency on the part of the religious teachers. The 
spread of Christianity in the period following the destruction of the 

Sanctuary. \\·hen the Mes ianic hope drew new strength and gained more 
ground among the people. likewise urged the Rabbi . on in their effort, 
at stringency and rigor. 

H!l Ber. 47b; Tosef. Ab. Zorn !Jr, 10. 
70 Tosef. Dcmai l 11 , 6. 
1 1 Aboth 11 , 5. 
1c Aboth di R. Nathan Ed. Schechter, p. 82. 
1a Sota 49a. 
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Tl! E ]{ECIPROC\L ATTITUUES OF THE TAL~I TD CHACHA:\l .\ NlJ TH 1-: · 

.\,1 !IA AREZ. 

23 

\\ "e noticed \·ery little friction or bitterness in the relations between V 
the Pharisees and the Am ha 1\rez in the century preceding the com-
mon era. Nay, more, judging fro m Josephus, they were mutually well 
disposed and on a \·ery friendly footing. The rigorous observance of 
all legal minutiae was not an issue bct\\'een them ro be attacked by the 
one and clefenclecl by the other. lt was a case of scrupulous obser\'ance 
on the one hand and neglect and laxity- in most cases in\'oluntary-on 
the other. \\"ith the rise of Christianity conditions were changed. 
J' harisaic legalism. especially in Pauline Christianity, wa made an is ,ue. 
The , \rn ha Arez. instead of considering himsel±, as heretofore, a re­
iig1ously recalcitrant Jew. was now made consc ious of a certa in 111orul 
nylit to disregard L-' hari aic practices and to disobey their teachings. 
~uch an attitude was bound to evoke the determined opposition of the 
Phari ees and friction was inevitable 

The friction became more pronounced in the second century. Pauline 
Christianity had become aggressi\·e and was rapidly crowding the less 
militant and more closely Jewish teaching · of the founder of Chri tianity 
to the background . The intellectual life of the people was now shifting 
from J uclea to Galilee. The religious laxity of the Galileans wa pro­
\·erbial. Lacking the sustaining influence that comes from the presence 
of great religious schools in their midst, they had. fallen far be low their 
Juclean brethren in educational and religious idea ls and practices. Their 
life \\'as coarse. and, to the refined sensibilities of the Rabbis, who were 
accustomed to a higher standard of life and conduct, they were at times 
repulsi\·e. .\dd to this the disorganization of the religious life of the 
people which had follo\\·ed in the \\'ake of the Bar Kochba re\·olution 
and \Ye are in a position to account for the widening of the gap between 
the , \111 ha :-\rez and the Talmid Chacham. The attitude of the scholars 
of the second century towards the Am ha Arez is best illustrated by the 
saying of R. Jehuda: "Misfortune is \'i sited upon men on ly on account 
of the Am he Arez." A Talmicl Chacham was not to be found in the 
company of an Am ha A rez ;73 he should not partake of his food ;70 nor 
give of hi s food to an Am ha Arez ;77 he must not accompany him on hi s 
way. 7" Marriage with an Am ha A rcz was tabooed. 7

". A n Am ha A rez was 
not to be trusted with a secret, was disqualified to sen·e as a witness, and 
could not be appointed as a guardian for the estate of orphans or as the 
keeper of the charity box."' In their moments of exasperation the 
scholars went to great extremes in their denunciation of the Am ha .\rez. 

7"4 B. B. 8a . Compare this with the saying of R. Jonathan, B. K. 60a, "Mhsfortune is 
visited upon men on ly as long as sinners are in the world.·· 

1.; l!er. 43b. 
7(; San. 52b. 
11 B.B. Sa. 
1s Pesach, 4%. 
7H Ibid. 
,o Ibid. 
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These sayings can not, of course. be taken too literall y, but attempts at 
interpreting such statements as mere school jests, without any serious 
implications,"' or offering apologetic interpretations of them like those 
suggested by the Rabbi . of the ~l iddl e Ages'" a re un wa rranted . That 
animosity between the scholars and the r\ m ha Arez al this period ex­
isted is indisputable. The sayings of the Rabb is. howe\·er. in which 
these bitter sentiments find expression, are. of course. exaggerated. The 
\·ery wording and style of these sayings betray their partial sincerity. 
The saying of R. Jehuda, ".\n r\m ha .Arez is forbidden to eat meat,8

" 

can only be app reciated \\'hen taken as a jest. \\ ' ith the lines of cle­
markation bet\\'een J ucl aism and Christianity becom111g e\·er more close­
ly drawn in the third and fourth centuries. with the agrarian a nd purity 
laws becoming obsolete, and with the tran fer of the seat of Rabbinic 
activ ity to Babylon ia, the factional strif es between the scholars and th e 
A m ha Arez gradually died away. .Already in the second century we 
find t races of a more conci li ato ry attitude." But statements by Rabbi . 
of the third century like the following . " \\ .hoe\'er teaches the son of 
an Am ha Arez Thorah. (;od will alter any e\·il dec ree for his sake.''·'"· 
and "A man should 11 t say . LO\·e the Talmidim but hate the .\m ha 

1\ rez. but lo\·e them both.'''" clearly indicate that the g reat storm of 
pass ion and antipathy had passed.'' Faint echoes of the struggle are 
heard in the fourth century:" but 11eyer after that!'' 

TIIE PullLICr\i\ .\S ,\:S: A~ l II ,\ AREZ. 

Great as ,,·as the hatred of the scholars lo the .\m ha .\ rcz. it was 
not equal to that fierce and inexorable hatred which they ente r ta ined 
towards some of the .\m ha . \rez ,Yho had allied th em~eh ·es \\·ith the 
exacting Roman conquerors and were extorting 1nerci iessly the bur­
densome tributes from the people. The publicans or \lokesim \\·ere 
considered as ,·e ritable outcasts and the scum of society. These pub­
licans had 110 limited tax le,·y \\·hich they collected c,·ery\\·here alike. 
hut they extorted as much as they wished."" Haying to satisfy the de-

st Like that of Lazarus "Die Ethik des Judenthums.'' P. 372, note 9. 
~2 Thus Alfnsi endeavors to read legal ism into his apparent sanastic 1·emal'k of R. E lazar, 

"Ti is permitt ed to s lay an Am ha Arez E:ven on the Day of Atonement which happens to 
be o n the Sabbath,' ' by add ing ·'w hen he is about to commit un imm oral act. '" The ent il'e 
discussion in Pesach. 49b as to the attitude of t h e Talmid Chacham 10 the Am ha Arez has 
caused much discomfiture to Rabbis v,,rho missed the sarcasm of the remarks and considered 
them as spoken in all seriousness. ln a responsum to the men of Kairuan. dated 992 (Harkavy, 
•reshubat ha Geonim, p . H)7), a Gaon, commenting on tht passa):(e just quot ed, writes: ''Can 
a sensible man really think that any Am ha Arez may be treated thus 1 The real meaning­
is that in a case of self-defense one is permitted to s lay a n Am ha Arez." And applying 
the same legalistic interpretation to R. Jehuda's saying-, "An Am ha Arez is forbidden 
to eat meat '' he declares that "The Am ha Arez can not eat meat because he may not slaughter 
the an imal.' not knowing the laws of Schechitah." When treu ted rn this lhcht the statements 
in Pesach. 49b become impossible. 

~:l The method of deducing this rule from the Thora is the clearest proof of it. 
~• The saying of R. J ehuda b. 111ai in B. M .. 33b. 
s;; B . M .. 85a. 
Sti Aboth di Nathan, p. 64, Ed. Schechter. 
87 Such statements as these are, however, still found: "Simeon Len Lakish said if ht 

is a Talmid Chacham, ven~eful as a sen)ent, cling to him. but, i f he is an Am ha Arez do 
not dwell in his ne ighborhood" (Sab. 63a), and the g-ross e:xa).(~erations of R. Jochanan of 
Sepphoris and R. E leaza r b. Pcdath. (Pesach. 49b). 

;~ ~;;~';,-~ i:bbba bar Huna's (320-375 circa·1 statement (S hebu. , 30b), with any o( the 
violent expressions of hatred of the Palestinian Tannaim of the second centu1·y. 

90 See Luke, 111. 13. ''E:xtort no more than that which is appointed.·· 
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ma11ds of the "architelonai.'' they \\'ere not s<.:rupulous about using the 
se,·erest measure· i11 extracting their taxes. That such measures would 
incur the hatred of the people. and especial ly of the patrioti · and justice­
lo\'ing sc hola rs. is self-e ,·ident. 

J 11 the eyes of the scholar the publican represented the lowest stratum 
of the .\m ha .\rez. '" J le \\'as not admitted into the Chaburot. and a 
Chabcr 011 becoming a "gabai" or a ":\lokcs" was suspended from the 
chalmra.''" I le \\'as disqualified as a witness."" The entire fami ly of a 
publica11 :hared the same legal and social status "·ith him."• The cof­
fers of a publican were looked upon as filled with ~tolen o-oods." 0

' To 
lodge "ith a publican or partake of his board " ·as con idered disgrace­
ful.'"; 

TIIE JuDEO-CIIRISTl.\1': A~I II .\ AREZ. 

Some Talmudic references to the i\m ha Arez in the fir st century, 
and especially in the second century. arc directly a imed against the 
J udeo-lhristians. L-:.lse the statement of R. Dosa b. Hyrcanus ( about 

100). ".\ttending the houses of assu11bly f the .\111 ha .\rez put a man 

out of the \\'Orld.'' remains inexplicable."7 and the well-known saying in 

.\both. "l le "·ho s:1ys what is mine is thine and "·hat i thine is m111 e 1· 

an .\m ha .\rez." is like\\·ise an_ eni~ma. \\ 'hen. ho\\'e,~·. we bear in 

mind that the ea rly Jud eo-C hristians had synao-ogues of their own. 

\\·hich. throu~h l'auline influence. were later called " ecclesiai""" and th at. 

according to l'aul. to be a member of such a church meant to be above 

the la\\·.'"" the saying of R. Dosa is ca. ily explain ed . ..\ncl when we reca ll 

the l~ssenean philosophy o_f early Christian ity. ".\11 things that are mine 

are thine and thine are mine." the statement in :\bot gains in meaning and 

significance. 111 the definition of the .\111 ha . \rez gi,·en in Her. -l-7b and 

Sota 22a ( nearly all by Rabbis of the second century) \\'e can detect 

in each one a direct reference to the _ludeo-Christ1a11s who began to neg-

"' The contrast in the Tofesta (Dem .. II ) brings oul this point well. 
"" Ber., 30b; Tosef. Dem. Ill, 4. 
u:: San., 25b. 
"1 Shebu., 39a . 
nc. B. IC, X, 1. 

Luke,!11~:r~g: N;l\~' r~~stas~:nc;ls~btua~~SV,in46i,llxs{,\"H:o~t See e. g ,, Mat. JX, 11; Mk ., II, 6; 

. !17 Aboth,_ Ill, 10: The lradilional interpretation. "That a man should not waste the 
llm<c of study 1n ,useless talk ,:v1th idlers in the market place, " and likewise that of Zunz (Got­
Jcsd1ei:istl.. Wo,·t ~. P - 1, ff.) da · m dem Worte 'beth ha keneseth' welches Versammlung ode,· 
G~memde becleutet. durchaus ketne Beze1chnung ~ines gottesdienstlichen aktes oder einer 

rehg-ofsen Bestimmung enthalten sei, ·· is, or course, untenable. Beth ha Keneseth means a 
house of prayer. F'riedlaender (Die Religioesen Bewegungen,'' p. 82, note 4) suggests that the 
synagogues referred to ar~ t_he synaj.togues of the Hellenistic Jews, who were looked upon as 
Am ha Arez by the Phar1sa1c teacher~. In !hese synagogues Jesus, and later Paul, Barnabas 
a nd o~her~ p_rcached. From the receJJhon which these synagog-ues of Greek Jews Kave to Jesus 
and his t.hsc1pl~s we have no _rEa~on to think that they were Ame ha Arez. On the contrary, 

~,h:ul~lc~~~;.tst:C.',~e~,.°~c!roeusaW~~~!e~! ~~~h;.e;r;,~r::-·1a:f l~!\!Y'l";.,~~ues (e. g., Acts VI. Hff.) 

9 
ns A bot V, 10 :_ Dr. Baeck (Litter. Blact Jhrg. 14, p. 121) and Ur. Caro ( ibid Jhr1<. 10, No. 

_9) • both have an. mkhng of the truth when they say that this statement c learly refers to 
a sect of communists. But when they represen~ the Chaberim as exponents of individualism 
~,na~-k~he Ame ha Arez as members of an Essa1c commune, they are, of course, far off _the 

H!I "_'S)'.nagogue· only expresses the. emp i1:ic matter of fact, ·ecc les ia' contains as well 
a dogmatic Ju_<li.rment. <:>f value. Fro~ this ~1stin~tio_n b t:veen the terms which, as it seems, 
soon became_ a prevailing on<: even 1n Judaism, it 1s eas1ly understood that Christian usage 
took f1il~sRs;~-~ vv1.o~t-6~xclus1vely of the latter CXPl'ession . .. Schuerer, II, Div. ll , note 47. ______________ ......... .....__ __________ ........, _________ ........_:... ____ -.....:.......;.;.._~ 
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lect the laws enumera ted .101 The insistence of the Rabbi s upon the 

Jaily reci tal of the Shema is se lf-explanatory . Th_e early ~ hr~st1 :c~~:s '~:re 
likewise inclined to slight the laws of Phylacteries and Z1z1th. I h e 
great str ess lai I upon "Sh imush Talmide Ch achamim'; in _the second and 
third cen turies is. we think , clue a lso to the spread of t a ulme Chn st1a111t) 
wh ich was hostil e to the Law as in terpreted by the Phar isa ic teachers. 
The studen t mu st sen ·e a Talmid Chacham in order that he m ay learn 
how to act in the t rue spirit o f the l,aw. The statement from ~he 
mouth of L~ . ,\kiba. the champion o f Rabbini sm aga mst Chnst1a n1 ty. 
' '\\lhoeve r does not sen e a T a lmicl Chacham has no portion in the worl<l 
lo come.'''"'' and "\\"hoeye r does not sen ·e the Chachamim cle;;en·e,: 

death .1'14 are signifi cant. 

TH£ AM HA A J{EZ l N TIIE NE W TESTAME NT. 

v\ihile the [>hari sa ic teache rs ha ve it a ll their own way in Talmudic 
·t · tl, e Am ha Arez finds h is champion in the New Testament au-wn mgs, • · 

thors. T esu s is dep icted by these wr iters as th e very spokesman an d 
champi o-n o f the Am ha A rez- "the multitude which know eth not ~he 
law1 '"'-again st "those that b ind heavy burdens and g ri evous to be bo1 ne 
a nd lay them on m en ·s shoulclers." 1"" Hi s di sc iples . Matthew and Levi. 
were publica ns.1"7 a nd Zacheu s was a n arch publican.' '" Pete r and J ohn 
were unl earned and ia-norant men.""' It 1s the Am ha A rez. the_ pub-

" d t 1 . 110 I de li cans and the s inners that fl ock a round J esu s an protec 11111. n -
liance of th e Talmu dic injunct ion that a T a lmid Chac ham should not be 
found in the same company with an A m ha Arez, J esu s is made to s it 
and din e w ith them. to the g reat vexr1 tio11 of the P ha ri sees .

111 I~, th_e 
face of the g rea t endeavors of the chaburot and the mnumerabl e [ han­
saic laws o f ri tua l cleanliness th e impo rt of a statement such as the 
followino- is self-ev ident: "And xet unto m e hath Goel showed _th~t 
r shoukl not call any man common o r unclean." 11 " To the P hansa1c 
declaration. " The Ame ha A rez ha ve no future life ." the retort is hurled 
back. . . . "\Voe un to you . sc ribes and Phar isees . hypocrites' 

because you shut the kingdom of heaven aga in st m en: _fo r ye ent~~l,1~ot 
in yourselves. neither suffer ye them that are entering 111 to enter. 

~ 1 . , ho is an Am ha Arez '! R. Meir says, whoever does not recite the Shema mo~·n­
ing and e~ning w ith its blessings. 'J'he C~achh~m im say't whoever d()~he~its!~y tr:t1:~!~nit~ 
B Azai says whoever has no f nnges m 1S garmen . . . . " S t ?2 wh~ studies Tho'ra and Mis hna but _does not serve the scholars is an Am ha Arez. o a, - a. 

(The ~';,atri i~fvh1 is /!i~ht;,. i:c1:: ~e;e;:l (D ie Relig ioesen Beweg., p. 3, note 5) al?proaches_ 
the t;u;h ,:h~n he say~, "Diesen Protest a ll e in schon l;-1esst den A~ ha Arez. der s1ch uebet 
auessere religioese Zeremon ien leicht hinwej{setzt, erkenn en. 

~g! f~~t~~~. ,Rvif.ai~ans/1i~~~ise A both d i R. Nathan. p. 56. Ed. Schec hter: San. 88b.: 
Sota 22a. 

1 OG John, VII, 49. 
1 oo Mat., XXIII , 4. 
107 Mat., X, 3; Luke, V, 2,. 
1 os Luke, XIX, 2. 

lO~ tct•~ 1lxA 6 XXlll I: Mat, Vlll. 1. an<l many others 
~~ 1 M~t . ,' IX, 10. h. etc. 'See Sha1ler Matthews ·'A H1sto1y of N ew Testament Times: · 

p. ]72. 
11 2 Acts, :£x_1j~- 13 It is doubtful whether the '' Assum otio Mos is .. likew ise vo ices th e 

. 11:-\ Mat. , 'ha · Are at?:A inst the Phinisa ic teachers. (Rosentha l, Vier. A~k. Buecher 
!~:t're~:nt~ei: ~~~ AS~hule R. Akibas. p. 24 ff.) Bousset's (Religion des .Tuden thums. 101.4 ) 

- - -~---- ----H-·e_b_reli' L'ttton Cotlege .)Jonrh/y · 27 

There is no doubt that m any expressions o f antipathy against the 
P hari sees found in th e Gospels a re products of the second if not of the. 
third century . .The Judeo Chri stians of the second century incurred the L 

hostility of the Pharisees because they refu sed to pa rticipate in the B ar 
Kochba upri sing.'" and we have rea sons to think that the patriot ic 
P ha ri sees pe rsecu ted th em. 11 0 

ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE HAFT ARA. 

SOLOMON R. FREE fl OF. ' I S. 

( CONCLL.;l)EJJ . ) 

(d) The Varying Si:::es of the f-laftara s. Another phase of the 
development of the Haftara concern s the size of the indi vidua l Haftaras. 
The first m ent ion of th e s ize of a H afta ra is in the Tosefta Megilla IV, 17: 

"One m ay not read as a n Haftara more than three verses. However, 
if the paragraph con tains four o r five ve rses we m ay read all of it. S hould 
the sect ion be sm all ( as. I a iah LII , 1) it alone is read." The verse in 
] sa iah Lll. 1. form s a parag ra ph by itself and m ay be considered a com­
plete Hafta ra. There was reason for such a short H a ft a ra. 'vVe have 
already seen tha t al this time preaching on the basis of th e Haftara was 
qui te prevalent. Becau e o f thi s a longer Hafta ra was not used, e ither 
owing to the lack of time or because it was unnecessa ry to have more 
than a few \·erses as a bas is fo r a d iscourse . 

Jn ea rli er times. during the ex il e. when th e H a ftara was u eel to 
edify the people. o r in So feri c and Pharasa ic times. when the Ha ftaras 
were u sed fir t aga in st the Sam ar itans and then against the Sadducees, 
w e migh t wel l suppose that the sect ions we re large . a sermon or a narra­
tive at a time. \Vhenev er there was a sermon it may have been shortened 
occasiona ll y . \\ ' hen, however. di scourse becam e more prevalent , the 
H a fta ras must ha ve been regul a tl y shortened to such a size ·as is indicated 
in the Tosefta passage just quoted. In fact. in the first century the Gospel 
o f Luke h as J esu s read on ly one and one-half verses from Isaiah LXI. 
1-2a , who makes it the ba~is o f a di scourse. Thu s when the Haftara 
was interpreted by a fr ee translation or made in to a se rmon. it was short . 

Yarying from one to ten \·er ses . 
How e\·er . in som e town s there was ev idently no translator or 

preac her. In such towns the Hafta ra was to be lengthened into the s ize 
that we ha ,·e it at present. between t\i.1enty and twenty-four verses. Thus 

\Y e see in b. Megi ll a 23a: 

objection seem·s to be a valid one. "l ch ha lte es {uer ganz unmoeglich, class m it dieses Polemik 
Pharisaer ge:meint sein Koenntcn. Der Sfltz , <lei· a lle in zu dieser vermutung Anlass g ibt "Ruehre 
mich nicht an, damit du mich nicht verunreinigst" kann sich ebenso auf den Hochma t der 
Pl'iester beziehen. '' 

114 The Judeo~Christians who denied J ewish nationality and "who cou ld not deny their 
own Mess iah by recognizing the political revolution as s uch '' (Schue rer) coul d not of course 
partic ipate in the uprising. 

J 15 EUsebius "chronicon," ed. S choene, II, 168, "Qui dux rebellion is Judaeorum erat 
Chochebas multos' e Christ ianis div€'rs is supp licii afl'ecit quia no1 eba nt procedere cum illo ad 
pugnam conti~a Romanos.• · 
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There was a time when hope was yet a dream, 
A vision at the top of golden years; 

\!\Then consecration was the noble theme 
That youth would write wi th love and silent tears. 

The clay of dreams has come; the golden time 

NUMBER 1 

Stands crowned with holy wreath. There soars a voice, 
The deep-souled voice of nature and of man, 

In slow and solemn rhyme; 
Eternal echoes whispering, "Rejoice, 

Before thee lies the work that thou began!" 

The temple gates are open, enter in; 
A mighty music elevates the shrine, 

For life is all a shrine where men begin 
To sing a higher song that is divine. 

And thou canst tune the melody more true 
With deeper, deeper chords of love and peace, 

That those who hear shall thrill when they have heard 
The anthem of the Jew; 

Reverberations that shall still increase 
To breathe the strain prophetic at thy word. 

Be strong thyself and thou shalt make men strong; 
Thyself believe and others shall believe; 

Dismiss the darkened ministers of wrong, 
And point the light to truths thy visions weave. 

Love nature, man, and all that still have trod 
The -path to ssime diviner destiny, 

Yet in thy brightest dreams remember still 
There is no light but God! 

Thy prayer is the sacred mystery 
That gives thee life to love and teach His will. 

-Robe1"t L. Straus, '23. 
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_I_4 ___________ 1lel•rew Unio11 College l\Iontlily 

ADDRESS.¥ 

It affords me great pleasu re and happiness to welcome you again 
Ito the graduation exercises of th e }Jebrew U ni on Coll ege. 

It is almost forty year since the door . of the Coll eg-e were opened 
:in a simµl e and expectant manner. It is true the inaugurat ion exerc ises 
were very osten tat ious, with ea rnest and st irring acldre ses, but th e 
beainnings of the Coll ege, with its small roster of students and its meager 
faculty, were very modest. Afte r the open ing address of the P res ident 
of th e Board of Governors and the orations of Dr. Sonneschein and 
Dr. Li li en thal. I can well imagine with what hope ful and Goel-like feel­
ing Dr. \ ,Vise arose to offer hi s few words of thanksgivin a and to pro­
nounce th e benediction. 

In looking about us now, after a ca reful retrospection of the achi eve­
ments obtained, we may be pardoned if we possess a degree of pride. and ' 
even if we exhibit it. The accomplishments and re ult s by our gradu ­
ates of th e third of a century of this in stitution are such as to inculcate 
this feeling of pride. 

Last year, in the brief open ing add ress which I made, I trespassed, 
. to some extent, on the privileges of the baccalaureate orator of th e clay, 

and I pre urned to suggest some ideas to the graduating class. These 
suggest ion s were misinterpreted . or rather excited some criticism, and, 
th erefore. I will confin e my rema rks today to the lauclation of our Col­
lege. and I am sure our sensitive and hype rcriti ca1 fri ends will join me 
in this song of pra ise. 

If the Hebrew Union College were to finish the work with the class 
of today. it would still ha,·e done more than its most visionary founders 
had expected, and we can say "dayenu"-but the College is only on the 
threshold of its place in Judaism in America. \,Ve coul d place, even now. 
the crown of glory on its pinnacle, but we have· another crown to hold 
'alo ft , "Keser Shel Torah" ("the crown of the law"), and it is the study 
of the law, with its modern and reformed Judaism application and inter­
pretation, which keeps ali ve th e genuin e love of the cause. 

Among our students we biow no distinction, no matter what their 
ea rly religious etwi ronment may ha ,·e been. \ Ve are no race Tews; we 
'are simply J ews; and. in that sp irit. and with that understa1~ding. we 
teach. It is very approp ri ate that I shoul d at this plclce quote a parngraph 
from the \'ery able add ress delivered at the inaugu ration of the Coll eae 
in 1875 by the fo rmer President of the Roar cl of Governors. our belov:d 
friend, Mr. Bettman. who. un fo rtunately, on account of illness. is unable 
to be with us today. 

,;, 11<•IiYrrc•1l hy )Ir . F.d\\' flJ•d l .. flr-i11:--l1t'ill1t •r. Ptt"•dd<·Ht of th" J!n;11·(l of 1:o,·1"·11111·:-: nf 1111 • ll t•ll1 1,w 
. l ' ni(lll (',dlt•g't•. at flit· c:r:ul11.1li <n1 l·:x,•rt"i:-:1•:-,.;, 011 .J111Ji• 12. l!JI:";. 
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"Let it be plainly and distinctly understood that, while it is hoped 
that from this College wi ll depart the future rabb is and teachers of the 
1\merican Israel, not on ly a re its doors open, but a most cord ial welcome 
is extended to every one that may wish to seek its benefits, no matter 
what may be hi s or her religion, present position, or futu1·e put'poses in 
life. The Council at Buffalo has made it the ~peciai duty of the Board 
o f Governors to provide in the curriculum a plan of study for those 
who do not desire to fit themselves for the position of rabbi or teacher, 
but merely wish to acquire a classical Hebrew education." 

O ne of our students recently preached a se rmon in the chapel of the 
College. in wh ich he remarked that a line of demarcation existed in our 
synagogues and communal life between the German J ews and the Rus­
sian and Galician J ews. I most emphatically refute tha t statement. He 
implied that an ari stocracy exists, and I wish to state that there is no 
aristocracy among J ews. The only ari stocracy that can obtain and pre­
vail is that of refin ement and culture. Wealth, or power, or position, 
makes no a ri stocrat. The man who behaves himself , is a good citizen 
and a decent member of society, may walk side by side in life with those 
who ·arrogate to themselves a distinction and position not acquired by 
usefulness and contribution s to society. V,,T e are a ll Jews, and Ameri­
cans-or, rather, I should say, American citizens of the J e~ish per­
suasion-and if, by reason of manners and cultivation and education, we 
manage to shine out in life, then we may proudly call ourselves distin­
guished, for we possess the lineage to furni sh the basis bf our ari stocracy, 
which good citizenship and culture will emphasize. 

I will close with what appeals to me as the most sti rring part of 
Dr. Lilienthal's add ress, delivered forty years ago, on the night of the 
opening of the Hebrew Un ion College. • It seems to me appropriate and 
fitting that a patriotic pronouncement such as this should find expression 
here today, especially since we are approaching the centenary of that 
great, good fri end of ours, and at a time when we are reminded of his 
contribution s to the higher ideals of our J ewish commun al life. He said: 

"True to this legacy of our pa t hi story, we, the Am erican J ews, are 
now on the eve of opening such a school of learning for our ri sing gen­
eration. In the struggle for existence, as Darwin calls it, we could not 
have done it sooner. The poor emigrant arri ving at these blessed shores 
of human liberty first had to secure hi s independence, first had to become 
acquainted with the ever-glorious in stitutions of his adopted country, 
before he could venture at such a work. But these obstacles hav ing been 
overcome, we I sraelites look back to our history and our ex,perience, and 
now con. icier it a supreme duty to afford to our men, and especially to 
our future preachers and teachers, the opportunity of acquiring that 
knowledge which shall fit then1 to become true and faithful exponents 
of our religion ." 
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O f course, we could have adopted the plan . . . of sending those 
who wish to devote themselves to the Jewi sh ministry to Germany, ... 
but we do not want a·ny mini sters rea red and educa ted under the influ­
ence of E uropean in stitution s; we intend to have ministers reared by 
the sp irit of our glqrious American institutions; men who love their 
country above all, men who wi11 be staunch advocates of such civ il and 
religious liberty as the men who signed the Declaration of Independence 
understood it- men who are ready to defend this priceless gem against 
a11 and any encroachments; and hence we wish to keep our students at 
hom e and ·rai se them as genuine Americans on the virgin soil of Ameri­
ca n liberty. 

PROPHETIC Y AHWISM VS. DIVINATION. 'f-

ARRA HILLEL STLVER, ' l.;, 

A mong practica11y all the more civilized peoples of antiquity ~ dis­
tinction is drawn between public and official, and private and non-official 
divination. This holds true of Assyro-Babylonian, Egyptian and Roman 
religions. So also of the religion of I srael. Some form s of divination, 
because of their antiquity, become incorporated into the cult , while others. 
of later or of foreign origin, never received official sanction, although 
they may have gained popular favor. The factor determining the official 
or non-official character of a divinatory practice is not theologic. In the 
religion of I srael , however, thi s new factor is introduced and succeeclecl. 
fir st in revolutionizing the entire system of divination, and ultimately 
in abolishing it entirely. The ever-evolving Yahweh-concept in Israel 
waged war, not only upon private and non-official, but. in time, also on 
public and official divination. Herein is one of the chief distinctions of 
Hebrew divination. Offic ial · religion outgrew it. But the religion s of 
Babylonia, of Egypt, of Greece and of Rome never succeeded in freeing 
themselves from this dead weight which. in each case, succeeded in 
obstructing the furth er development of religious ideas. 

The growth of sp iritual monothei sm in Israel was concomitant with 
the decline of divination . And inevitably so. Divination at bottom and 
in it s boldest expression implies -polytheism. or at least polydaemoni sm. 
O nly such an object was used in divination w~ich was of a sacred nature, 
being the temporary or permanent habitus of a deity. Even in an heno­
theistic religion other sp irits were consulted. It should be borne in mind 
that the relation existing between Yahweh and I srael was in the nature 
of a covenant between Yahweh and the comnnmity. The interests of the 
individuals. as such, were of little concern to the deity. '' The contractual 

*Th i s disserta tion forms the fifth chapte r· of a more el aborate stud y on 
" D i v i.nat ion in Anci ent lsrael." The ot he r chapters treat of the Ge ne r a l •re l'ms 
for l) i v i nati on, I{inds of D ivination, Place s o f Divination a nd Ap:ents of l ) ivina~ 
ti un. 
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obligatio:1 of the gods bound them to avert calamity from the coi11111unity, 
but not to protect any particular person from misfortune that affected 
him alone." (F. B. Jevons, Comp. Religion, p. 49.) Man, therefore, in 
hi private needs and perplexities would naturall y turn to other super­
natural powers and would endeavor to establi sh a relation with them. 
Speaking of the social element in the relig ion of Israel , Mr. Smith re­
marks: "So much was this the case that in purely personal concerns the 
ancients were very apt to turn, not to the recognized religion of the family 
or of the State, but to magical superstitions.-(for) there was a whole 
region of possible needs and desires for which religion could and would 
do nothing." (Sem. Rel. , p. 264.) It was only in the later clays of 
syncreti sm that an heathen ish polydaemonism was compressed into an 
imperfect monotheism. The diviners were then said to consult Yahweh 

. but, in reality, they were even then consulting other deiti es or sp irits. f\. 
real monoth eism could never tolerate divination, which at bottom was its 
direct antithesis. Spiritual monotheism again walked hand in hand with 
prophetism and the lat ter introduced a revolutionizing theory of revela­
tion, which invalidated all schemes of divination. The great postulate 
of prophetism was that no physical and material media are needed for 
God's revelation. It is self-evident that this doctrine undermined the 
very foundation of divination. 

A study of the historical and prophetic writings, as well as of the 
various legal codes, will clearly demonstrate how mutually exclusive 
spiritual monotheism and divinatory practices really are, and how the 
latter levitates from the center of religious thought in proportion to the 
farmer's gravitation towards it. The hi story of divination in Israel is, 
in a sense, the history of its religion. 

(a,) T HE H ISTORICAL WRITINGS. 

The hi sto rical writings a re the truest gauges in determining the 
successive stages of development in the art of divination. They reflect 
the actual practices and beliefs of the clay. We are at times permitted 
to go behind the scenes and witness the gradual transfor-mation or slow 
suppression of one or another of the divinatory practices and, mindful 
of the religiou s movements of the clay as expressed in contemporaneous 
prophetic or legal writings, we can appreciate the cause. 

1.-.Tu,dges. 

The oldest histor ical writing which we may consider is the Book of 
Judges. While the gr.eater part of the book has suffered later redaction, 
the older stratum can, in most instances be readily distinguished. The 
book, stripped of later revision and interpretation , is undoubtedly pre­
prophetic, and it may accordingly help to shed light on the problem of 
divination in pre-prophetic times. The following facts are noteworthy: 
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1. r\cts of cli,·ination to test the deity or to make sure of hi . 
presence and co-operat ion are looked upon with equanimity. ( 6.17-24: 
36-40.) 

2. Other fo rm s of elimination - e . g., 7.4-6 - a re looked upon as 
fully in keeping with the belfcf in Yalrn·eh. It i . to be noticed, howeyer. 
that th e source from which in formation or dec ision is expected is already 
Yalrn·eh, him self. 

3. The dream is a true source of revelation , whether it be sent by 
Yahweh or by anoth er deity. The I sraelites have implicit faith in the 
clre~m of th e Miclianite and in its interpretation. (7.9-15, especiall y 
v. 15: "And when Gideon heard the recounting of the dream and th e 
interpretation thereo f. he knelt, and he returned to the camp of I srael 
and sa id , A ri se . f or thr Lord hat/1 drlii•ercd i1rlo '.\'Our hand th e host 

of Mid ia11. '' ) 

4. The beli ef i firm in th e prognostications of the "Man of Goel ." 
Monoah and his wife. who mi . took the angel for a ·'Man of Goel" ( v. 
16), do not fo r a moment doubt hi s word , but merely ask for further 

in struction . ( 13.6 ff.) 
5. Th e E phocl and T eraphirn are looked upon as legitimate ohject:­

of war hip . ( 17.5; 8.27b. wh ere the Ephod is con . iclerecl as the cau se 
of I srael's apostasy. is undoubtedly of later origin. ) The Ephocl and 
T eraphim were used in cli,·ination. Hence divination by means of them 
was considered legitimate. In fact. the implication of 18 .. 1-6 is that the 
L evite actually consults one or both of th em, and this consul tat ion i!-­
callecl " inquiring of Goel." 

6. The oracle (i . e., Ephod and Urim and T hummim ) is the offic ial 
means of di vination. but it is probable that thi s is the product of a late r 
hand. (Cf. Moore. " Judges.'' ad foe. ) It is. however, noteworthy that 
the oracle may give fal se and cleceptiYe advice in order to se rve the pur­
poses of the deity. ( 20.23-25. ) 

2.-Th e Elolzist and Yahwist D oe nments of the H e:i:ate11eh. 
Acts of divination abound in them, but such acts which are intended 

to test the presence or power of the deity a re condemned. (Ex. 17.7. ) 
Hoth are convinced that dreams are in st ruments of revelation. Yahweh 
him self may appear in a dream (Gen. 20.3. 6; 21.12, cf. v. 14 ; 22.1. cf. 
v. 3 ; 28.10 ff ; 31.11-1 3. especially v. 13. where the origin al reading is 
retained. and,· . 24) and in a night vision (Gen. 15. 1 : 46.2 ; N um . 12.6.) 
A ll these references are from E . and they show quite an advance over the 
more anthropomorphic theophanies of J. The Teraphim are looked upon 
hy E, it is true. with a certain amount of contempt (Gen. 31). but it is 
not at all certain that their effi cacy was doubted or that their employment 
as in struments of divination was prohibited. T he Ephod is mentioned 
neither in J nor in E. \ i\/heth er thi s omi ss ion is intentional or accidental 
can not be determin ed. To these facts may he added the following: 
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1. Divination through omens ( nahesh) is not considered repre­
hensible by J. Joseph practices it ( Gen. 44.5) and so does Laban. In 
neither case is the practice censured. Num. 23.23 does not belong to 
J E and is a later interpolation. (Cf. Gray, "Numbers," p. 357, Int. 
Crit. Comm.) The efficacy of the practice is acknowledged. (Num. 
24.1.) 

2. E's theory of prophecy is noteworthy. It is concurrent with 
his concepts of theophany. God speaks to His chosen ones in a dream or 
night-vision. So Num. 12.6 declares: "And he said. hearken unto my 
words, if there be a prophet among you, I make myself known unto him 
in a vision, in a dream do I speak unto him." Moses is further con­
trasted with the ordinary, though true,. prophet, in that Yahweh speaks 
unto him clearly and intelligibly and not in doubtful and mysterious 
terms ( v. 8). Such a theory of prophecy is more or less oneiromantic. 
But it is significant that already a higher though exceptional type of 
prophet is conceived in the character of Moses. Moreover, shamanizing 
as a characteri stic of the Nabi is acknowledged by E. (Num. 11.25-30.) 
The description given of the prophetic frenzy which seized the elders 
of Israel is in no way different from that of the old N ebiim-guilds in 
the days of Samuel and Elijah. References to this mantic-possess ion is 
found also with Balaam. (Num. 24.3, 4, 15, 16.) 

3. There are diree direct references in the Hexateuch to the con­
sultation of the oracle. (Gen. 25.22; Ex. 18.15 and Jos. 9.14.) The first 
consultation is in the matter of legal di sputes ; the second, to interpret 
a birth-omen; the third, to learn the disposition of the deity in the matter 
of making a treaty with another people. (The deity was always con­
sulted before a treaty-agreement, for he was a party to the contract 
( cf. I K 20.33.) The process or method of consultation is nowhere 
indicated. (Num. 27.21, where the Urim are mentioned, belongs to P.) 
In the first instance the oracular response is given in rhythmic form, as 
was the customary practice among many primitive peoples. (Cf. Well­
hausen. I-leid. p. 135. ) 

3.- Sanmel . 

The Books of Samuel are by no means consistent in their attitude 
towards divination. This is clue to the later recensions which the original 
documents underwent. O f the older sources the following may be said: 
They conform, in the main. with the general tendency of J E. No real 
headway in the direct ion of reforming or s•p iritualizing divination is 
apparent. The henotheistic conception which pervades them ( cf. I. Sam. 
26.19) makes such a reformation impossible. Saul consults the. spirits 
of the dead who are acknowledged to be gods ( I. Sam. 28.13) and whose 
power the author does not for a moment doubt. Yahweh has refused 
to answer Saul ( v. 6). He will consult other deities. The author does 
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not rebuke au! for it as did the Chronicler centuries later. (I. Ch. 
10. 13-14.) The Teraphi111, moreo ,·er, a re still in the house of such 
a zealous Yahwist as David. (l. Sam. 19.13 ff.) The author's idea 
of revelation as expressed through dream , Nebiim, Ro' im and Hozim 
need s no further expostulation. 

But th ere are striking evidences in the book of a later age and of 
a truer sp iritual monotheism. A later ha nd had revi sed the story of 
Saul's visit 1:o the witch of E nclor. I--:le find s it necessa ry to plead thi s 
extenuating circumstance in Saul' s behalf, that the latter had removed . 
during the more peaceful clays of his reign, all the oboth and yiddhonim 
( I. Sam. 2"8.3). His narrative implies that a sinful man can not obtain 
an answer from Goel. Thi s is quite an important and advanced idea. 
Again he states that there are only three legitimate ways of divining 
( i. e., of consulting Yahweh) : (a) dream , ( b) sacred lot, ( c) prophets. 
(ibid v. 6; v. 15 makes no mention of b.) vVhile in a sense thi s view is 
still pre-prophetic, it is important , inasmuch as it illustrates the tendency 
to regard all other methods of divination as illegitimate. But a statement 
such as this: "Rebellion is as the sin of divining. and stubbornness 
like idolatry and Teraphim" ( I. Sam. 15.23) is surely prophetic or 
Deuteronomic, and the imposing figure of Nathan, the prophet who 
denounces a king (II. Sam. 12 ), seems likewi se to be the work of a 
later hand. 

✓ .-Kings. 

The hand of the •prophetic redactor is still more ,·i sible in the Books 
of Kings. The dream and the prophet ( in th e older connotation of the 

· term) are now the recognized means of divination. The books nowhere 
mention the Urim and Thurnmim and nowhere employ the term "sha'al 
be Yahweh," which refers to di vination by mean s of the sacred lot. They 
do use, however, the term "clarash be Yahweh." which always implies 
the consultation of the deity through the medium of a prophet. ( Cf. 
I. Sam. 9.9; I. K 14.S; 22.S, 7. 8; II. K. 3.11; 8.8; 22.13. 18, et al.) 
The preference for the one term over against the other is not accidental. 
The author is inclined to look with di sfarn r upon the use of materi al 
obj ects in fathoming the will of the di,·ine. The Deuteronomic hand is 
also noticeable in the denunciation of the menahesh and kosem ( II. K. 
17.17) of the meonen and the one who practices with ob and yidclhoni 
(ib. 21.6). the T eraphim (23 .24) . and. indirectly , of astrology (23.5). 
The author attributes th e suppress ion of illicit divination . to Josiah 
(Ch. 23 ) and bases the act on th e authority of the newly discovered Book 
of Deuteronomy. 

5.-Chronicles. 

The author of Chronicl es shares the preference of " darash be Yahweh'' 
for "sha'al be Yahweh" in common with th e author of Kings ( with two 
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except ions. where he is quoting I. Ch. 14.10-14). In fact, he ub titutes the 
one for the other ( cf. 1. Ch. 10- 14 with I. am. 28.6). Dream a nd 
proph ets are the two legitimate mean s o,f cli,·inat ion or re,· lation. Th e 
Chro nicler attributes aul' death and the change of dynasty to the latter'. 
sin ( ma'al ) in consulting the ob. ( l. Ch. 10.13-14). It is sign ifi cant to note 
lhaL here, as e,·erywhere. the Chron icler is profoundly influ enced by the 
priestly code. P (or rather, H ) conta in s three di . tinct injun ct ions againsl 
nec roma ncy ( Lev. 19.31 ; 20.6, 27) . while other forms of illicit cli vina­
t ion a re inveigh cl against but once ( 19.26). There is no menti on of 
kosem in l', and so 'hron icles a re sil ent about il. So al so with rega rd 
to Teraphim. 

(b) TUE PJWPT.IETT C \VRITJ NGS . 

The real intens ity and bitterness of the struggle between . piritual 
monotheism and cli,·in ation may be grasped from a study of the writings 
of the prophets. Th eir concept of th e deity, of its spirituality and uni ­
ver a lity and of its relation to man, and . above a ll, their theory of revela­
tion and in spiration. woul d ine,·itably make th em lh e most relentless 
foes of all forms of divination which endanger the unity and spirituality 
of Yahweh, and which presuppose a relation between man and Goel other 
than the moral one. 

\ V may safely assum e that ;:tl reacly in pre-hi storic times such forms 
of divination which were frankly heatheni. h were banned by the zea lous 
ant i-Baa li sts of the clay. The defeat of Baali sm resul ted in the illc­
gitimization of its entire cultus. whi ch. naturall y, compri sed ,·a rious 
mod es of vaticination. 

But prophetism chall enged not only the illicit, anti-Yahwi stic system 
of divination, but also th e recogni zed, official one. It endeavored to 
cleanse Yahwisrn of the divinatory superstiti ons which had survived 
from pre-Canaaniti . h clays and from those which, under Canaani t ish 
influence, had been in cor-porated into the Yahweh cult. The struggle 
was a long and bitter one, and success did not always attend the protag­
oni sts of ethical monothei sm. Nor was their ult imate victory compl ete. 
The following outlin e will help us to ga in an est imate of the important 
contributi on of the literary prophets to the cause of anti-Yaticin ation. 

I.- Amos. 

1. There are no clea r references in Amos pointing to the fact that 
he was opposed eyen to the crueler forms of divination, just as th ere are 
no indications that he was opposed to the generall y prevalent im age­
worship of hi s day. (Cf . Har-per, "Amos and Hosea," Int. CXVI, In t. 
Crit. Comm.) 

2. l..;le repudiates . however, the in sinuati on that he is a member of 
the N eb i im-guilds ( 7.12-15) and defines hi s concept of the true prophet. 
This would imply that Amos does not recogni ze rn antic possess ions a s a 
true means of relevat ion. 
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2.- H osea. 

1. ll o ea is the fi rst prophet who expressly denies the validity of 
the E phod and the Teraphim as in struments of consulting the deity: 
"For it is many days that the sons of I srael shall sit still without king 
and without prince, without sacrifi ce and without pillar , without ephod 
and teraphim" ( 3.4 ). T he verse lends itself to a double interpretation , 
bu t we are inclined to think that it is more in keeping with the spiri t 
of J-1.osea to consider his attitude towards th em as antagonistic. ( F or a 
di scuss ion of thi s ve rse see H arper op. cit., p. 223.) T his opposition 
to the E phod and T eraphim is full y ir: keeping with H osea's genera l 
a ttitude towards idolatry ( 12.2 et pass im ). Hosea's denunciation of 
rhabdoinancy ( "My people consult their wooden blocks and their sta ff 
tell eth them the oracle," 4.12) may be cha racteri stic of hi s attitude 
toward all -form s of divination. 

3.- Isaiah. 
I t remained for I saiah to direct the full fo rce of hi s powerful in­

vective against di vination. H e attributes God's abandonment of I srael 
to the fact that they a re sooth sayers like the P hili st ines. I sa iah, in at­
tri buting these practices to the P hili stines, daubs them as heathenish. 
T he people believed in the Kosem, and I saiah warn s them that the time 
will come when Yahweh will remove him, on whom they rely so much. 
from their midst (3.2). It is to be inferred from the ve rse that the 
Kosem occupied full y as important a position in the esteem of the peopl e 
as the Shofet and Nabi , and th at belief in di vination went hand in hand 
with faith in magic ( " the skill ed in magic arts and th e expert in charm s," 
v. 3). I sa iah, again, is the fir st prophet to denounce all form s of necro­
mancy. T he denunciation occurs fir st in a fragment (8. 19) : " And 
when they say unto you, consult th e oboth and yidd' honim that chirp 
and that murmur, (ye shall say unto them ) should not a people consult 
its God ? on behalf of the li ving (should they consult ) the dead :" (The 
reading is problematic.) I sa iah 19.3 states that the Egyptians, in con­
fu sion, will consult the it t im , the oboth and yidd' honim, thereby acrib­
ing to thi s practice also a heath eni sm origin . It is doubtful , however , 
whether the passage can cla im l sa ianic authorship. T here is undoubted 
reference to necromancy which is bound up with the beli ef in the spirits 
of th e nether world in the fo llowing words of I saiah : " Because ye hath 
said , we have entered into a covenant with death , and with the neth er 
world have we made an agreement. . . . T herefore thus hath sa id the 
Lord E ternal, . . . Your covenant with death shall be annulled. and 
your agreement with the nether world shall not have permanence 
( 28. 15-18.) 

.;.-Micah. 

M icah is even more p ungent than I sa iah in hi s attack 0 11 th e 
K osemim , and st ronger than Hosea in hi s contempt fo r the J-l oz im . .H e 
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draws a sharp and clea r distinct ion between. them and the true prophet 
of Yahweh: " T hus has Yahweh said concerning the proph ets who lead 
my people ast ray, who when they bite wi th th eir teeth preach peace, but 
if one puts not in to their mouth s they lecla re war again st him . T here­
fo re, it will be night fo r you without vision and da rkn ess for you wi thout 
divin ation. . . . And th e seers will be ashamed and th e diviners will 
blush , and they will cover the u pper lip, all of them, because there is no 
answer from God. But I am fill ed with might in that I am roused by 
the spiri t of Goel, the spiri t of justice and of moral power. So that I 
can tell J acob his t ransgression, I srael hi s sin" (3.5-8) . W hile he does 
not openly attack the priestl y oracle, a doubt as to its validity is implied 
in hi s accusation that th e pri ests mani pulate it fo r sordid reasons ( 3.11). 
The act of th e N ebiirn is called Kesem ( i bid). Micah joins I saiah 111 

condemning the meonenim and all kin ds of magical practices ( 5.11). 

5.-Z ephaniah. 

A wor cf concerning Zephani ah. The p rophet's invective aga in st th e 
worship of heavenly bodies ( 1. 5), a practice quite prevalent in I srael 
(II. K. 21.3, 5, 21 ; 23.5, 12, et al ), undoubtedly included an attack on 
astrology. The recognition of astral deities and sta r-gazing for purposes 
of divination go hand in hand. Zephaniah, moreover , threatens with 
God's dire punishment all who do not seek God and who do not consult 
him (v. 6). 

6.- J eremiah. 

In J eremiah the movement again st all form s of illicit as well as of 
li cit official di vination reaches its crest. J eremi ah' s is the full est expres­
sion of the t rue prophet on the subject of divination. It goes without 
saying that he is bitterl y opposed to practices unmistakably heathenish. 
He takes occasion to decry the meonenim along with the mehashphim 
(27.9). He denounces those who worship the heavenly bodies and those 
that consul t them. "And th ey shall spread them out before the sun , and 
the moon, and all the host of heaven, which they have loved, and which 
they have served and after which they have walked, and which th ey have 
consulted, and to which th ey have prostrated themselves." (8.2 ; see also 
7.18 ; 19.23; 44.1 7-25.) Again in 10.2, J eremiah urges the people not 
to fo llow the custom of the heathens and be afra id of heavenly signs or 
porJ:ents. 

But it is aga in st the offic ial form s of divination that the sharpest 
barbs of the prophet' s wrath are a imed. J eremiah, in more than one 
se rmon, clearl y defi nes the nature of th e true prophet. Ecstatic fr enzy 
and possession are not the concomitants of true revelation. " Therefore, 
behold, I am again st th e prophets, sa ith the Lord , that stea l my word s 
every one from hi s neighbor ... and · mutter oracles" (23 .30-31). 
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Such prophets are false ( n. 16. 21. 2:i. et passim). J eremiah e,·en objects 
to the use of mas;:i as designating God's revelation to man ( Yv. 33-40). 
Th e word c;:i rri ed with it the implication of the method by which th e 
frenzied nabi would obtain the oracle. _j eremiah classes these prophets 
aloiw with the Kosemim ( 14.14: 27.9: 29.8). 

Jeremiah is the fir st prophet w ho dcfiuitcly de11 ies the poss_ibilit'y of 
drea m re7 ,elations. ''The prophet that hath had a dream. let hnn relate 
his dream, and he that hath received my word, let him speak my word 
of truth; what hath the chaff to do with th e corn saith the 
Lord" (23.2K) . The dream is chaff in comparison with God's true re~,c­
lation. And again: ''l have heard what the prophets that pro1~hesi~~~ 
falsely in my name have said: I have had a dream! I have had a di_eam,-
( v. 25). J er. 27.9 is of interest. inasmuch as it emu~~erates the entire ltst 
of divin ers which Jeremiah denounced as false. But ye-do ye not 
hearken to your prophets and to your diviners and to your dreamers and 
to your soothsayers and to your sorcerers" (cf . 29.8)_. .. 

It is evident that J eremiah denies not alone certa111 form s of d1vma­
tion. but divination per se. vVith the highest possible conception of man 's 
spiritual relation to Goel. the idea of di\'ination is i:obbed of aH content. 
Man can not and does not fathom the in scrutable will of the deity. Man 
can not aain information from the deity on all matters in which he is 

b . . 
interested. It is only in the moral life that man. seekmg to nse ever 
higher on the spiritual plane. may be said to hold converse ~vith t~e 
deity. and to divine its ·will by endeavoring to realize the moral id_eal s 111 

life. This attitude is the natural and inev itable product of prophetism, of 

an ethical or sp iritual monoth eism. . 
For lack of space we omit the consideration of Ezekiel's attitude to 

divination. and also that of the other ex ilic and post-exilic prophets. It 
will suffice here to note that the struggle between spiritual tahwism and 
divination contmued up to a very late day. but that none of these has 
anything to acid to the thoroughgoing view of Jeremiah. 

(c) LEGAL ConES. 

I .-Pre-Prophetic. 

1. The Books of the Covenant have no direct reference to divina­
tion. C1 has the first law against sorcery. (Ex. 22.17. ) There is this 
much in common between black magic and illicit divination; both crre 
considered anti-social and hence anti-religious by the official religion 
because both conjure up the aid of deiti es which have not been accepted 
into the community by means of a covenant. Again. both C1 and C2 
are explicit in th eir opposition to idolatry. (Ex . 20.23 ; 22'. 19; 34.13-17.) 
On the theory that what was later known as illicit divinati~n implies 
poly<laemonism. the Books of the Covenant may alt-eady be said to have 
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taken a stand against it. However, the data presen ted is too insufficient 
to draw any positive conclu sions. It is to be noticed, however, that both 
C1 and C2 legislate again st " molten gods" (Ex. 34.17, the older deca­
logue), or "gods of silver and gods of gold" (Ex. 20.23 only), and not 
against th e pesel nor the ephod nor the teraphim. The younger cleca­
logue, however, has direct legislation again t pesel and temunah (Ex. 
20.4; Deut. 5.7. cholars differ, however. as to th e age of the decalogue, 
some ass igning to it prophetic origin). 

2.-Proplietic. 

2. Denteronomy.-D. is for the legal codes what Jeremiah is for 
th e prophets. vVith reference to divination it represents .the crystalized 
expression of the prophetic movement. 

D. contains the most complete li st of heathenish forms of divination 
in the Bible, and it is un sparing in its condemnation of them (18.10, 11: 
"There shall not be found in thee any one ( 1) that rnaketh hi s son or 
hi s daughter to pass through the fire." It has been suggested that this 
was clone for the purpose of obtaining an oracle. Driver says that "it 
would be in better agreement with thi s expression, 'to cause to pass 
through the fire,' to suppose that the rite in question was a kind of 
ordeal, in which, for instance, . an omen was derived from observing 
whether the victim passed through the flames unscathed or not." (Deu­
teronomy, p. 222, Int. Crit . Comm.). It is significant that in Lev. 20.2-5 
(H), as here, thi s practice is brought into relation with other forms of 
divination, ( 2) or a diviner , ( 3) or a soothsayer, ( 4) or one that ob­
se rveth omens. ( 5) or one that consulteth an ob or a yicldhoni, ( 6) or 
one that inquireth of the cleacl, probably by means of incubation ( cf. 
Is. 65.4) . A long with th ese clivinatory practices two classes of magician s 
are enumerated : ( 1) a sorcerer, and (2) a charmer, a ti er of knots, one 
who binds by means of magic spell s. D. subsumes all the above­
mention ed species of divination under th e caption of "the abominations 
of the gentiles" ( v. 9). The heathens must be content to employ such 
crude mean s of obtaining divine information, but I srael is more fortunate 
(v. 14). Yahweh gave to them prophets to be the chann els of hi s reve­
lation (v. 15) . 

D. set s up criteria for distinguishing th e true from the false prophet 
( 13.2-6; 18.20-22 ). The prophet who peaks in the name of other gods 
i,s unquestionably false, whether hi s predictions come true or not. In the 
case of the one who speaks in the name of Yahweh the te t is whether 
his prediction comes to pass or not. It is to be noted that the element 
of vaticination is st ill uppermost in D.'s concept of a prophet and that 
D. recognizes the possibility of ve rity even in the pre<;lictions of illegiti­
mate diviners ( 13.3). A noth er criterion which D. sets up for the true 
prophet is that he mu st be a J ew. I-:l e takes the trouble to emphasize thi~ 
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idea: ·' A prophet will Yahweh thy Goel ra ise up unto th ee f ro 111 til e 

111 ids t of th ee. fro111 thy brcth rc11. filie 1111/0 Ill e.' ' Proph ets or di vin ers 
we1·e frequently of ali en extraction (c . g .. Balaam). 

D reams a re not credited by D. as be ing di vin ely in spired ( 13.2). 
I)_ fo ll ows th e older leg islation in commanding that all difficult cases be 
brou o·ht to th e pri est and judges· fo r decision, but he makes no mention 
of th"'e method whereby th e pri ests shall arri ve at the decision ( 17.8-12 ) . 
lt is doubtfu l. howe\'er. if D. had the sac red lot. the U rim and T hum­

min. in min e! . 
3. Th.e Pricstl v Codc.- Th e menahe h and th e rn e'onen are enj oined 

aga inst in H ( 19.26). So also is th e necromancer ( three times : 19,-31_: 
20.6; 20.2 ) . In 20.6 "kareth " is th e penalty for th e act: 111 v. 2 it 1s 

death by stoning. 
P . never alludes ·to dream · nor to \' isions. Th e sil ence is certai nl y 

intentional. 
It is a matte r of great di spute wheth er th e orig in al P. source recog­

ni zed th e U rim and T humrnim as legit imate means of consulting the 
deity. D r . Neum ark analyzes the references to th e subj ect and arri ves 
at a conclu sion whi ch favo rs the idea that they were not part of the 
origin al P .. but of a later redactor. ( Tol. ha Ikka~·im. pp. 91-107._). If 
thi s is t rue, it is full y in keeping with P.'s entire attitude toward s d1v111a­
t ion- i. e., to deny it completely. Rut it is, 1ikew ise, possible th at th e 
ori o- inal code. exhi biting such decided priestly proclivities, would reta111 
thi ; specifi ca lly priest/,• mode of di vinat ion. whil e taboo ing all other . 

HONOR AMONG MEN." 

(A TALMUDl C IDEAL.) 

JA COB T ARSH ISH, ' Vi . 

To you, who will read this little essay on one of th e numerot~s pha_ses 
of lif e and th ought found in that wonderful product of the Jewish mmd 
of antiquity, the Talmud, I need ha rdly describe the nature of that book. 
Even of its limitless vari ety, and its alniost inconceivable richness, you 
know, or have some slight conception. However, there have been times 
and occas ions when it has lilet with the severest criti cisms and basest 
calumny. Due to · stray and haphaza rd opinions, found sometimes here 
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and th ere, some wi th ev il intention and some with di storted notion 
have spread broadcast fa lse valuation upon it. And you, perhaps, .may 
think th at th e Talmu d contain s within it un developed and primiti ve ideas 
about life; you may have lurking somewhere within you th e suspicion 
that this book is only a reli c of th e superan nuated past, ex isting merely 
01 a curiosity of ancient m ental and spiritual conflict between mind s 
that were narrowed by the small compass of their contemporary society. 
r feel that I am perh aps not too well versed in its contents to make a 
p roper defense of it, if it r eally needs a defense; yet I hope to cla rify 
and remove in some slight degree the suspicions and incorrect views 
that may have crep t into those who hold in dispa ragement thi s g rand 
Litera ry structure. I shall , therefo re, at tempt to bring out the view of 
th e rabbi s on honor among men, which in my opini on. is a fa ir criterion 
of th e high and nobl e ethical ideals set up by these revered teachers bf 
long ago. 

1.- SOME GENERAL I NJUNCTIONS. 

Man is created in the image and lik eness of Goel , th erefo re the 
honor of one's fellow is a sacred and hall owed thing; as man honors and 
reveres hi s Goel . hi s divin e prototype, so must he manifest regard for hi s 
neighbor, the imitat ion and refl ection of Goel. T he rabbi s never seem to 
tire of urging upon the people this duty. So g reat is the honor of man , 
they say, that it sets aside any negati ve commandment of th e Torah 
(Berach. 19b; Megillah 3). "Who is honored? He who honoreth man­
kind," (Aboth 4 : 1 ; Megil. 28a; B. Mezia 58; N idcla 37) is repeated time 
and again to emphasize the lesson of man 's honor. Pirke Aboth mention s 
fou r gr eat crowns of mankind: "The crown of the Torah. of priest­
hood, of kingship , but the crown of a good nam e is more important than 
all three" ( Aboth 4: 17 ). R. E liezer says : " L et th e honor of thy fri end 
be as clear to thee as thine own" ( Abo th 2: 15), which precept, he told 
hi s pupils. is the preparation for entrance into the future world (Berach. 
28b ). T he honor of a man is hi s most precious treasure; other men 
must regard it ca refull y, with th e same consideration as th ey would 
their own. 

Therefore, to shame a fell ow, whether publicly or pri vately. wa s 
looked upon by the rabb is as a very serious matter, and dese rving of 
g reat puni shi11 ent. "Shame is the g reate t of all pains," they rea lized 
·with fine psychological insight ( Sota 18; San heel. 4 .S) . "Better that a 
man throw him self into th e furnace than put another to shame in public" 
(N iclda 31). " He who commits ad ultery, su tlers only death in thi s 
world; but he who puts another to shame before many. loses hi s portion 
in the future world" (B . Mezia 58; Aboth 8 :Li) . In the interpretation 
of the phrase in Lev . 25: 14, "Lo thonu," the Talmud lays great stress 
upon damage clone to the honor of one's fellow . T he rabb is deduce the 
fo ll owing specific rul es aga in st th e injury of such honor : 
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MEN OF THE HOUR. 

\Ve are passing today through a period of storm and stress. Right 
before our \·ery eyes are occurring what may perhaps prove to be th e 
most decisive and revolut ion izing events in hi story. Empi res a re tottering. 
sovereigns are trembling, wh ile rivers a re already incarnadined with 
countle s of God's children. Nation s are arrayed aga in st each other; 
each is plunging blindly, and all are fighting, naturally, for the sake and 
the glory of Christ ianity, and for the as ured stability of civili zat ion. 

\i',/ e, on thi s side of the ocean. feel the di sastrous effects of the wa r 
in the social unrest and the concomitant loss of the sp iritual equilibrium 
of men. Indifference and agnosticism are clutching men in one powerful 
g rasp ; pessimism and ultimate renunciation of faith in the divine prov i­
dence of men and nations seem to be making inroads. And why not? 
Behold bruised and battered souls rai sing their voices and asking. in no 
uncertain tones, for the meaning and reason of thi s sudden death-blow 
dealt to the assu rance of "Peace on ea rth. and good will to m en." They 
stand with blanched faces and wonder why Chri stianity ha fai led to 
provide fo r th e strong fo un dations of peace. T heir growing con stern a­
ti on leads to their increased loss of spiritual balance, for they behold 
th e grim reality of a monstrous war fare sta ring in the ir face in defian ce 
to their professed adherence to the Christi an ideal of peace and good will 
on ea rth. · 

T he great need of the hour is " men." Men who can hold their own 
ground, courageously and convincingly, and point the way to the new 
spirituality, which is as strong and fundamental as life itself. From the 
pulpit of the Jew must go forth the cry of Judaism's principle of life for 
men and nations: Justi ce and Peace. Therefore, we say to you fell ow­
graduates who a re about to go forth w ith a new m essage unto men and 
procla im the g reat and last ing principl es of our faith, yo u can shed no 
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g reater glory on our .'\ Ima Mate r. you can man ifest no fin er sense of 
loyalty to us who \\·ere with yo u and who ex pect to join hand s with you 
some clay. than by hold ing your g round. by rema ining firm in your idea ls 
and principl e and enunciating th em in clea r and unmi stakabl e tones to 
th e . ta rtled consc ience of hum anity. 

Ere you lea1·c us. we wi sh to ex tend to you our hearti est and fondest 
wi shes for many yea rs of acti vity. during which you may perhaps sec 
th e hopeful signs of dream s rea li zed and effo rt crow ned with success. 

OBLIGATIONS, CONGRATULATIONS AND POSSIBILITIES. 

lt is no doubt essenti al in our present is ue, whi ch ma rks a new 
yea r fo r ou r Monthly, as well as the entrance upon their duti es of th e 
new edito ri al board, to acknow ledge our obliga tions and emph as ize our 
poss ibili ties for the coming yea r. 

The new board fi rstly feels it its duty as wel l as its great pleasure 
to con sc ientiously sta te that it feels assured upon th e beginning of it s 
act ivit ies that its predecesso rs ha1·e succeeded by dint of the ir fa ithful 
and clea r-sighted endeavors to put the H ebrew P nion oll ege Month ly. 
th e birth and persistence of 11·hich they to a la rge extent made poss ible, 
upon a last ing fo undat ion and upon a promising ca ree r. It thus ex tend s 
lo them. in th e name of th e whole stud ent body . its sincere obligatio ns 
and congratul ations for their ea rn est and endu ring labor in behalf o f th e 
Month ly. At the same time. it wi shes also to extend it s gratefu ln ess to 
a ll of our cont ribu tors of th e last yea r. including our professors. students 

a nd alumn i. 

As the present board heart il y appro1·es in full the program of 
il s predecessor - that the Monthl y ser ve as th e literary organ of th e 
stud ent body. to enable them to express their beliefs a nd idea ls and lo 

encourage their researeh in the fi elds of Jndasism , Jewish li fe and what ­
soe1·er may intimate])' be con nected with them- it does not intend to 
make any inno vations in the guidi no- principles of its own program. hu t 
simply to emph asize som e of it s phases and poss ibilit ies. 

Thus we urge a g reater literary participation of our students th a n 
we had last yea r. \ Ye wi sh to ernpha ize here that the Monthly is th eir 
own li terary organ. ex isting fo r th e purpose of encouraging th eir schol­
a rl y resea1·cl1 in Judaism. \ Ve uro-e a ll of our students. especiall y th ose 
o f the more ach·anced grades of the Coll egiate Department. to spend part 
of their summer vaca ti on in the study of some subject o f J ew ish interest. 
so as to be able to submit to us th eir contributi ons on th eir return to 
the College. \ Ve also recomm end student cont ri buti ons. not only in th e 
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fi eld of Judaism proper an d Semi tics . but also criti cal studi es of con­
temporary cont ribu t ions in the fie ld of relig ion in general. 

A lso do we wish to emphasize that our Monthl y is an absolutely 
independent in stituti on. fo un ded for the earnest and Jea rl ess express ion 

of students' ideals and beliefs, and for their well-informed and 
fearl ess di scussions o f all que. tions of modern vital interest in our ow n 

field of the rabbinate and our whole Jewish people. 
O ur alumni do we also w ish to request fo r g1:eater co-operation. 

O ur students, as well as a ll our readers, a re certainly eager to read any 
of their weighty a nd timely d iscuss ions, bespeaking many yea rs of va lu­
;i hl e experi ence in th e rabbinate. 

\ ,V ith the sincere wish fo r the a id o f our student body. our alumni , 
and last, but not least, our facul ty, some of whom have already promi sed 
us some interesting contribut ions fo r the com ing yea r, we herew ith set 
out upon our interesting and worth y task, in the hope of being abl e to 
transfer our ed itori al activities to the new boa rd of the next year wi th 
the full assu rance that we shall have put the Monthly upon a more 
frui t ful and enduring ca reer than it was th e preceding yea r. and to 
dese r ve the obligations and congratulations of the new board. as we 
now gl adl y render th em to the old. 

ISAAC MEYER WISE 

FOUNDER OF THE HEBREW UNION COLLEGE 
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HISTORY OF CLASS '15. 

JA cou TAR msH, Class of ' 15. 

The class that is now graduating had its begin ning •p roperl y in the 
month of September, 1910, when the " nucleus" around which it g rew 
fi r. t set foo t upon Cincinnati so il. T hi s beginning was in deed small. 
embrac ing within it bu t two of th e present class, Solomon B. F reehof 
and the p resent writer. It is true that the preparatory department of th e 
Coll ege left us a heritage of one T heodore Levy, but, un fo rtun ately, just 
prior to the event ful yea r of our coming, he left , and thus we were de­
prived of a " might have been" classmate. \ iVhatever the real cause of 
hi s depa rture may have been, we trust that no one will surmi se th e 
threatening newcomer to be in any way responsible. Lest we do inju s­
tice to one that has left us but a year ago, let me say that Loui s L. Mann . 
now rabbi in New Haven, Conn. , was al so one of us. So thi s class started 
on its fi ve-yea r m arch const ituted of three m en, F reehof and myself, of 
t he city of Baltimoi·e, and Mann. of Louisv ill e. Ky. , represent ing the 
F irst Collegiate Class of the year 1910. 

T he powers th at be, the faculty, deem ed it_ adv isabl e for various 
reasons to in stitute a curriculum , whereby we shoul d have the p ri vil ege 
of co-operating in our studies with the class above us, then th e Second 
Coll egiate Class, now m en , who are almost true and tri ed in the American 
J ew ish ministry . So it happened that from the year 1910 to the yea r 
1914 ,ve li ved. as it were, under the protecting wing of our big brethren. 
fo r many of our studies were taken together with them, making a com­
bin ed class of a dozen or more . . I might here dil ate on th e many pl easant 
and amu ing hours we spent together , but since pure hi story has been 
declared to be a record of facts, with personal interpretation omitted, and 
since a worthy classmate will delight you on another page with remi­
ni scences, I must move to the " facts." 

Th e fi rs t yea r was quite a trying one to us, for we were just stretch­
ing our limbs, opening our eyes, feeling a round and looking about to test 
and appreciate our new environment. It was, further, a yea r of no 
unmi ngled hap piness. for an un dercurrent of sadn ess came when th at 
keen, brilliant and beloved professor , Dr. Ephra im Feldman, was sum­
moned, on the day set asi de fo r the conferring of the degree of Doc_to r 
of D ivinity upon him , to the world of peace and calm. Our class knew 
him, and li stened to him , hut for a short time. yet th e impression he 
m ade on us was a refreshing and lasting one. However, the year was 
ri ch in the professori al addit ion s. Dr. Henry E nglander came to us, and 
from the day th at he return ed to hi s Alma Mater until now he has 
. hown him self to be a fri endly and worthy help to all the students. 
sympathi zing most ea rnestly ancl sincerely with all of us who were in 
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need. And to fi ll the vacancy crea ted by th e death of D r. Feldman came 
Dr. Jacob Z. Lauterbach. who has been since a big broth er to all th e boys, 
and pro\·en him self to be a prince of a man and a teacher. If th e 
"sta rs" have fated that our class be th e fo rerum1er of these two pro­
fessors. then we are indeed happy: and at any event it has been our good 
fo rtune to know them both . 

In the second year we began to shuffle off our coat of "greenness" 
and become acc limated. The size of our class increased by one-a tall 
and gaunt youth from New York City, Abba H. S ilver. Verily, ~ve were 
g row 111g, and prestige and recognition began to illuminate our counte­
nanc~s, as we marched more boldly th rough th e College hall s. 'vV e were 
still 111 the_ old building on Six th street, and prove rbial a re the p rank ,, 
and expen ences which transpired therein , P articularly expert in the 
express ion of the humorous were some of the members of th e class . with 
whom we took many of the studies together ; were thi s not the case. 
more than once woul d th e daily round of classes have become monoto­
nous in the sol emn and clingy- looking old building. I still remember 
th e " raid s" we all made on th e local bakery shops during hungry in­
ter vals, when the professors were generous enough to "cut ;" I can still 
hear th e street resoun ding with th e loud and boisterous laughter of mi s­
chievous young men ; I can st ill see the gaping mouth s and curious eyes 
extended from the droning. sooty neighboring win dows, watching thi s 
' 'outl ~ndish''. crowd of students. But I fear that I am aga in li stening to 
th e s iren vo ice of retrospection. and rambling too far from the province 
of my hi story. 

T he third yea r ( 1912-1 3) beheld the dream of many realized and 
fo nd est hopes fulfill ed, .when seventy- four studious and strapping young 
men, the fac ulty. and all other College paraphernalia made the exodus 
from S ix th street. and wound their way upward to the promised land 
on the hill. New life, new vigor, new enthusiasm, new College spiri t, 
~h en seemed to take hold of us all , and no class felt thi s exhilarating 
111fluence more than we did, for in conjunction with the class we were 
so closely ti ed up we became the leaders in all stu dent acti vities. T he 
novelty, beauty and convenience of the new building entered the bl ood 
of all who came there, and thus it was th at with the new environment was 
intro~tlced a _n ew regim e, a regi111e of vaster system and grea ter effi ciency. 
And 1t was mdeed good. for from that t ime on the in stitution became 
more of a real co ll ege. and every one ga in ed . because of it . g reater prestige 
and respect. 

It was not. however. until the nex t yea r that th e sp irit o f the new 
regime showed it self actively in our class . Despite th e fact that one 
of our nu111be1·, Mann, left us for the higher class , and we were left a 
t riumvirate, as in th e beginning. it was thanks to the crea ti ve imagin at ion 
of another one of our class . S ilver, that th e H ebrew U nion Coll eo-e 

"' 
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:'llonthly was started . J\flcr the most ea rn est and as. iduou efforts of 
S il l'cr him elf and his \'a ri ous co-workers, th e fir st issue came out at 
g raduati on (June, 1914), and ince th en it has met with ignal succes 
and satisfaction, and has been a splendid medium for the exp res ion of 
stud ent th ought and activity, as well as being a fertil e ground for th e 
intell ectu al g rowth and expansion. th rou crh scholarl y contribution s from 
:111 th oriti es in th eir rcspect i\·c J ewish '·corners of learn ing." 

A nd now we can write of the yea r just passed. a year that no doubt 
was one fraught with mean ing, and u rchargcd with new rea li zat ions 
and responsibility. \Ve became full-fl edged seniors. and for th e fir st 
t im c in our hi sto ry d id we lean en tirely upon ourselves-for our big 
breth ren were gone! /\ s if to compensate for th e loss of th e other class . 
th ere came two men from one of the lower classes and entered the rank. 
of the Seniors. T hey were Julius Halprin, of Newa rk, N . J., and 
.l l arold F . R einh art , of Porlland, Ore. \11/ e were now no longer three, 
but five. And it was not long before 'we were all go ing out to preach 
bi -weekly, as has been th e custom. F ive semi-rabbi s! Freehof went to 
Portsmouth , 0 .; J l alprin went to Danville and Champaign, Ill.; Reinhart 
went to Hamilton. 0 . ; S ilver went to Huntington , \ V. Va., and the writer 
went to Lexington, Ky. (Of th e spiritual accompli shm ents wrought in 
these places, 1 can do no better than ref er you either to th e congregations 
th emselves or the Sen iors.) 

Thi s year has furth er been a pleasant and interesting one, because 
of th e student-body activity, under the abl e direction of Freehof, its 
J>res ident. The stud ent socials haYe proved a success. and accompli shed 
much toward rendering the student body a strong social unit. 

\Vhere we shall be next yea r in thi s t ime, I 111ay leave to those who 
prophesy the future. Thi s year \Y e are here. and although our sess ion s 
at College haYe long since closed . we are st ill mov ing in spirit through 
its hall s and classrooms. Many a yea r will pass ere the memory of the 
tim es here descri bed will be~ome dull and remini scences wi ll fail. I-fope 
now run s high-and sometim es low-but soon we shall be fighting the 
halll es many ha ve fo ught before us, and sending our blood streaming 
into the life of A merican Judai sm. Our hi story in the past five yea rs 
may not be ri ch in va ri ety and interest , for, after all , the things that 
a re worth while in a Coll ege career must be g iven time to mellow and be 
weighed in the scale of experience ere we can pass judgment. I can 
but embody in thi s littl e hi sto ry, if such it was, th e ex pression of my 
wish, that a f ter the yea rs have rol led on and we shall come together once 
again, with the wealth of li fe and ex•perience beside us, we shall have 
much more to say and rehearse of the clays when we dreamed dream s of 
a ri ch future, walking and talking side by side . as we created th e idea ls 
wl1ich shall have prov ed the foundation-stones of our life. 

- .Tacob Tarshis!,, '15. 
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Amongst ®ursrlurs 

Passengers go ing to San Francisco or th e v\/orld 's Fair via the 
Union Pacific will have to be very good, as all our boys living in the 
wi ld and wooly v\/est are going over that route. 

Almost all of the forty- three students eligible to officiate during 
the coming fa ll holy-days have been placed. This Rosh-ha-Shanah wi ll 
find our students bringing the message of Judaism to a greater diversity 
of places than ever before, cities as widespread as Tacoma, \ ,Vashington 
and Binghamtqn, N. Y. , beiug included. 

The excitement of student elections is over result ing in the election 
by acclamation of Mr. Jacob B. Krohngold as President of the tuclent 
body. The Executive Board for the coming year consists of Messrs. 
Jerome Rosen , Josenh Finkelstein and Robert Strauss . F reder ic Rypins 
and Myron Meyer are respectively basket ball and baseball manage r. 

The Literary Society at its last meeting elected as it s President 
Mr. Jacob I. Meyer; as V ice President, Mr. Samuel M. Cup, and to 
the Executive Board, Messrs. J erome Mark and Max \Veis. 

O n University Commencement Day the following degrees will be 
conferred: The Master' s degree, upon Samuel M . Gup, Bernard Cantor , 
S. J. Abram., Max well Silver and J. I. Meyer. The Bachelor of Arts 
degree, upon Raphael Goldenstein, Abraham Holzberg, Juliu s Leibert, 
Max \\lei s and Barry Raymond Richmond. 

Th e last issue of the .Tcw ish Qnarterly Rev ieic contains the fir ~t 
in stallment of a study by Professor I auterbach, entitled ''M idrash and 
Mishnah; A Study in the Early J-l istory of the J-la lakah." Thi s is the 
nucleus of a larger essay which 1s to appea r in book form in the nea r 
future. 

Among thi s year's J-l igh School graduates are Leon Kolb, Mi lton 
E lischak. Harry Margol is and Abraham Shinecl ling. 
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A MYSTERIOUS DOCUMENT. 

(A uth orship c11tirrly 1111k11 mcr11. ) 

5 l 

/ Th e fo ll owing document was written, as nea rl y as can be judged 
from internal e\·idence. in th e summ er o f 1908. I t is rema rkabl e to note 
tha t th e proph ecies, based, as they a re, entirely upon Scri pture, have 
been. in every deta il , fulfill ed. A nd it is ,peculi a rl y fo rtu nate th a t thi s 
unique proph eti c wo rk has come to light a t thi s auspicious time. It 
was di scovered by th e gentlem en at present excava ting -in the H ebrew 
Uni on Coll ege p remises. ] 

Before th e cl ays sha ll aga in becom e short . th ere sha ll com e to 
thi s Coll ege one. a skinn y one. who. by hi s coming, sha ll fulfill th e 
wo rds of the p roph et (I sa. 43 : 5) : "I sha ll gather th ee from the 
\\'est. " A nd. to him sha ll apply the words o f J oseph. when he sa id 
( Gen. 41 : 30 ) : "A nd, th ere sha ll a ri se se1·en years of famin e." For, 
indeed, se1·en times shall th e seasons roll a round , before hi s struggle 
sha ll be past . A nd, th ose seasons sha ll be exceeding lea n. 

A fter hi s coming. ve ril y. ha lf-a-time. and aga in half-a-tim e sha ll 
pass by; and , th en. another one; one of bushy hair. sha ll darken the 
wall s of thi s T emple. A.nd . he sha ll he a di scip le of that capta in of 
Israel. Amasa. about whom the Sc ripture sa ith (I l. Sam . 20 : .'i) : .. J le 
tarri ed longer tha n the set t ime." For . on th e tc!bles of thi s one 's 
heart sha ll be engra ven th e wo rds of Solomon: " ]-le th a t hasteth with 
hi s feet, sinneth ·• ( P ro1·. 19: 2 ) . So. he shall not hasten : and . a ll hi s 
days . he sha ll be kn own as " he of th e ta rdy feet. " , 

Th en, anoth er time sha ll be consumed; and there sha ll com e two 
·'w ise men from th e East. " A nd. together shall th ey st ruggle through 
th eir labo r. Ind eed. to th em onl y po ints the B ibli cal story which te ll eth 
o f those lo\· ing fri end s ( I. Sam . 18: 1) : ·'Th e soul o f J onatha n was 
knit wi th the soul o f Da vie!: and he 101 eel him as hi s own soul. " F o r. 
in truth , it sha ll be shown th at there ca n be lo1·e bet1y een fri ends " th at 
passeth the lo1·e of wom en" ( II . Sam. 1 : 26) . 

A ft er another tim e. in an earthl y spot se\·en tim es one-hundred 
spaces from here. one sha ll hea r a ca ll : ' ' \\ "horn sha ll I send ; a nd who 
will go?"; and. he shall say: ''l-1 ere am I : send m e" ( I sa. 6 : 8) . A nd . 
thereupon, hith er sha ll thi s man come. in prompt response. 

A nd. other a lso th e,·e shall be who sha ll be like littl e horns among 
big horn s in th e class: fo r . th ey sha ll d isappear : hut. onl y fi ve sha :J 
endure to the encl o f the appointed time. 

· There sha ll be many st irring happenings and ha rd ba ttl es. A nd . at 
st·atecl ti1i1es. differ ent ones sha ll struggle with some. who . ha ll be like 
unto kings over them. 
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Through a time, while the tardy one tarrieth , he shall have. to 
struggle before a king who shall shine with the light of. a morning-star. 
For, that king shall dislike him from hi s heart outwards; and shall 
meditate to flunk him. But, at this time the ta rdy one shall reach a 
pinnacle of distinction. For, he shall become a scholar in a language. 
And, he shall repeat to all the words of E liakim , and Shebna, and Joah 
( Isa. 36 : 11) : "Pray, speak to thy servant Aramaic, for. that I under­
stand." And, all shall wonder at his understanding of it. 

Another tim e, a peripatetic king shall seek to obst ruct the progress 
of one; but, verily, the king shall not succeed. In due time, however, 
he to whom the victory shall be, shall fa ll. For, the hai r of his head 
shall be rooted out; thus, fulfilling the prophecy (Isa. 3 : 24) : ',Instead 
of well-set hair, there will be baldness." 

But, a worse fall shall overtake one of the two fri ends, him of the 
light hair; for , he shall be ensnared in mysterious co il s; and he shall 
sing with Solomon ( Song, 5: 8) : "For, I am sick of love." 

Toward the en cl of time, he "who heard the call" shall be as "those 
which dwelt at J abez" (I. Chron . 2: 55), for he shall show that he is a 
sc ribe, and a putter-forth of a paper. · 

Also one of the "Wise Men of the East" shall be as a conspicuous 
horn which is of ivo ry ; and he shall say (Jud. 9: 15) : " If in truth , ye 
ano int me king over you, trust ye in my shadow." And. he shall rule 
over them. And his latter end shall exceed hi s former; for he shall ful fi ll 
the prophecy that " they that understand among the people shall instruct 
many" (Dan. 11: 33). 
understand among the people shall instruct many" (Dan. 11: 33). 

But, there shall be an end to all things; and all these will pass on. 
And, they shall go; "and they that be wise shall shine as the brightness 
of the firmament" ( Dan. 12: 3). And. of a truth, they shall sing praises 
to Him (Deut. 5: 6) "who brought them out of the house of bondage." 

All th ese things shall come to pass in a time, and a time, and a time. 
and three times and a time. Seal up th e book and be silent; for, of 
these also. it shall be shown that ( Eccl. 2: 16) ',there is no remembrance 
of the wi se more than of the fool." 
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STUDENT BODY ACTIVITIES FOR 1914-1915. 

The past yea r has been rather an acti vc one for the studen t body 
organization of the College. The intell ectual branches of student body 
work, the C9llege Monthly and the College Literary ociety , have had 
a very successful sea on . T he student body proper, the object of which 
is chiefl y social, ha carri ed on it,, work in a gratifying and useful fashion. 
I lcs ides the exciting business meetings there have been a banquet and 

· three soc ial meet ings. The banquet was perhaps the la rg:cst one ever 
held by the students of the College. There were cventy-five members 
present. At the banquet the "Quest of the f-Joly Dage h" was presented. 
J t was a clever li ttle play, and uproariously funny. The fir st social was 
aiven in the fa ll. Dr. Louis Grossman was our guest of honor. The I:> 

ccond social meeting was held in the Rockdale Temple Sunday-school 
room s. D r. David P hilipson was the guest. The last meeting was held 
May 2. Rabbi J acob Mielziner was the guest of the students. Th is 
meeting was signa li zed by a Falasha Minstrel Show. During the year 
interesting chess and checker tournaments were held. Another source of 
pleasure for the students during the ,past year was watch ing the very 
deliberate but quite appreciated work of leveling the future baseball field 
back of the College bui ldings. 

The Cincinnati fri ends of the College have shown themselves to be 
very thoughtful of the students. Mr. and M rs. Alfred Cohen gave the 
students a reception in the fa ll, the sisterhood of P lum Street T emple 
gave them a dance during th e spring, and Dr. Kohler ~!so gave a recep­
tion on May 10, the occasion of his seventy-second birthday. May 22 
the following officers were elected for 1915-16: P resident, Jacob B. 
Krohngold; Secretary, Harry Margolis; Executi ve Board , J erome Rosen, 
J oseph Finkelstein , Robert Strauss. O n th e whole, this has been a year 
of helpful friendliness. SOLOMON B. FREEIIOF, 

P resident of the Student Body. 

COLLEGE CHOIR AND ORCHESTRA. 

To have such an eminent divin,c as Stephen S. Wise. upon a recent 
visit to College, say, "I would like to carry the choir back to New Yo rk 
with me," is quite uffi cicnt, and nothing furth er need be added to prove 
the merits of thi s "sweet band of singers in I srael." 

To those who remember th e old chapel containing a little two-by­
four organ and an equally small choir, the present chapel, with its 
splendid pipe organ and equal ly good choir, is indeed a revelat ion. 

O n several occasions the choir has been asked to serve at outside 
functions, and it has . been well receiv ed upon every appearance before 
the public. 

• 
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J amcs G. Beller is the choir leader and organist, and he deserves 
credit and mention fo r hi s most efficie.nt work. Due to the fact that 
James preached at Kalamazoo, M ich.,_ on alternate F ri day nights th is 
yea r, it became necessary to ha\'e an addit ional organist to take his place 
during hi s absence from the city. Miss te ll a Godshaw, forme rl y con­
nected with the music department of the Louisvill e schools. was chosen 
for thi s position, and. she fi ll ed it with credit to herself and pleasure to 
the choir and everybody else at College. We are indeed indebted to Miss 
Godshaw, and we assure her that she has our deepest and sincere app re­
ciat ion of her work, and we trust that . he wi ll consent to be with us 
again next year. 

The orchestra has done as .good work as the choir, and both organ i­
zation s are busi ly prepar ing tlie program to be rende red on Commence­
m ent day. 

The members of the choir a re: J am es G. Heller. organist and leader ; 
fi ·rst tenors, 11 enry J . Berkowitz. Irving F . Reichert and Harry R. Rich­
m ond ; second tenors, Samuel ~. Kaplan. C. Louis 1-1 irsch and Ferd inand 
,Isserman; first bass, Myron M. Meyer and Samuel S. Mayerberg; second 
t)a ... s, Samuel J. Abrams. David Grodsky and Bernhard J. Stern. 
. _ A word of praise mu st be sa id, in passi1~g, fo r the so lo work of 
~ ~r\rnwitz, Richmond, Kaplan and Grodsky. They have risen whenever 
occasion call ed . and they ha ve a lways acquitted themselves nobly. 
'. The orchestra is composed of the foll owing: Abraham G. H oltzberg, 
Je~der ; W alter Rothman, pianist; first_ vio lins, Myron M. Meyer. Robert 
L. S traus, Leon I. Kolb; second violin s. Irving F. Reichert, Alfred F. 
Cphen, Samuel J. J-farris; mandoJin s, Sheldon Blan k. ! .. eon I. Kolb, 
J 1,a n ·ey B. Frank lin. Samuel "_i: l~·a·rr~s. Edward L Israel ; 'cell ist. S imon 
Cohen. 

: ;l_h.rough
0

out the yea r the sofo ~vo;.,; ~f Robert Straus and Myron Meyer 
l~~s been appreciated and highly praised. 

. .. SAMUEL SPI Ei{ MAYERHERG. 

ATHLETICS. 

Athleti cs, though not occupying a prominent part in the li ves of the . 
m en at Col lege. sti ll claims qui te a bit of their attent ion- enough to per­
mit the formation of a basket-ball and baseball team in the winter and 
spring and the pl ay ing of ten·ni s on our court as soon as the g round 
becomes dry from the winter's sno\\·s. 

A lthough the basket-ball team had onl y one cl ay's practice a week, 
th ey played a fair game, even aga inst the oppos ition of well-trained 
teams. They played ha rd and fast, and although th ey were beaten in 
two of their three games, they were not disgraced. The first game of 
the season was a v icto ry over th e East N ight J J igh School team by the 
overwh elming score of 38 to 11. In thi s game th e team played its best 
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game, passing accurately and shooting w~nderfully well. It i's likel_y 
that the victory went to their heads, for 111 the next game they wet e 
trampled on to the tune of 23 to 9 by the St. Paul Pirat~s; The St. Paul 
gymnasium is exceedingly poor, long and narrow, with the walls for 
boundaries. As a result, the team could not open up, otherwise the 
Saints would have been defeated easily. The last game of the season 
was with our old rivals, the Lane Theological Seminary. It was the 
first time that the teams had clashed for three years, and both were out 
for blood. Lane got it; score, 15 to 13. Through the courtesy of the 
officials of the University, we were permitted to use the University 
gymnasium. Mr. Little, basket-ball coach at the University, refereed 
the game, and clue to his constant driving the men put t~p one of the 
most exciting, yet one of the cleanest, games on record. It 1s to be hoped 
that the friendly rivalry between the two institutions will be kept up 
by an annual series. 

It may be said that the baseball team had a very successful season. 
They did not lose a game. Neither did they play one. We were un­
fortunate in being unable to secure one of the public diamonds on clays 
on which we wished to play, and so had to lie idle through our short 
season. The squad gave extraordinary promise, however, and a good 
team will undoubtedly be organized next year. The Director of Physical 
Education of the University has practically assured us that Carson Field, 
the athletic field . of the University, will be available for our games next 
year. This will undoubtedly serve as an incentive for the boys to get a 
really strong team. 

Tennis has attained immense popularity among the students. The 
·court is in constant use when in condition, and every spare moment is 
utilized at this most exhilarating game. Almost everybody in the student 
body plays with more or less skill, and there are really some players of 
the very first class. The number of players is too great for our one 
court to accommodate. and it is hoped that another one will soon be 
available. 

Some of our students are quite prominent in athletics at the Uni­
versity, especially Fred. Rypins, a member of the track team, and a "C" 
man, and Abe Holtzberg. also a "C" man, and member of the basket­
ball team. 

The teams were as follows: 

Baseball: Herman, first base; Holtzberg. second base; Finklestein. 
third base ; Weis, left field; Rothman, center field; Reichert, right field 
and pitcher; Mayerberg, catcher; Wessel, pitcher. and Landman, short­
stop and captain. Substitutes: Berkowitz and Shinedling. 

Basket-ball: Fineberg, center; Stern, guard; Rypins, guard; Finkle­
stein, forward and captain. Substitutes: Holtzberg, Landman and Is-
serman. -Sol. Landman, '20. 
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THE COLLEGE LITERARY SOCIETY. 

The Literary Soc iety was organi zed three yea r!- ago- or it might 
more correctl y be sa id to be a reo rga nized form of a pre\· iott s Literary 
Society which fo rm erl y held its meet ing at the home of Morri s ·1 .azaron. 
Th e members of that club felt that the . oc iety could be made a more 
u cful fact or by reorganizing and making it an integra l part of stud ent 
act1v 1t1 es. Thi s could be accompli shed onl y by b1· i11g ing the soc iety to 
a ll the students. making every member of th e student body elig ibl e lo 
membership. 

L ee J. Lev inger was chosen to be fir st President. the next year 
Solom on F reehof fill ed th at pos ition . and in its third yea r th e writer 
w,is honored by being chos n as cha irman of th e soc iety. 

The Literary Society is a for um in which all questi ons of gener;tl 
interest to stud ents may be discussed. 

The fi rst meeting of the society wa held at the Coll ege on October 
16, 1914. Dr. Julian Morgenstern was chosen to open the season for 
us, and it may be sa id in pass ing that no better selection could have been 
made. Fifty-fi \·e men attended this meeting. and th ey heartil y enj oyed 
l)r_ M orgenstern' s ta lk to them on "The Mini stry . Its J=;: th ics. Duti es and 
th e Rights of Students as F uture M ini ste rs.'' 

T his lecture was fo ll owed up by our nex t meeting. held on October 
30. and consisted of a symposium di scuss ing " The R elation of the J ews 
of the '\\ 'oriel to the Present E uropean Confl ict ," in \rhi ch Edward I srae l, 
J acob Meyer and Felix ·Mend elsohn part icipated. 

O n November 13 a debate was held. th e quest ion being. '· Resolved. 
that th e State of O hio shoul d pass a law prohibiting th e sale and manu­
facture of in tox ica ting liquors." The affi rrnati\·e 1\·as represented by 
J ack Skirball and Samuel Mayerberg. th e negati\·e by Samu el Cup and 
J os . F ink elstein . The dec ision went to th e negati\·e. 

Th e next meeti ng was a very popula r one. being an im promptu 
speaking meeting at which everybody was given a chance to speak. the 
cha irman assigning subj ects as he ca ll ed upon th e speaker. 

Our Chanuka celebration thi s year was a huge success. A nice pro­
gram was a rranged, go ing from th e sublim e to th e ridiculous : from violin 
solos by Robert Straus to a humorou s talk by Joe Salesky and a snearn ­
ingly funn y presentation of a " pedagogy class" by Ren Fri edman. Eats 
fo ll owed, and here we must take our hats off to Mrs. Ka rpelis. who 
treated us to much win e and many deliciou s cakes and ca ndy. and also 
lo Mrs. Cha rl es I srael. who is ever ready to serve as chief of the com­
mi s a ri at when we need sa ndwiches and oth er things. Tim e and space 
will not permit me to mention in detail a ll our program s. but refe rence 
must be made to Mr. Goldenstein. who enterta in ed us at one meet ing 
hy painting mo. t v i\·icl ly for us " The Conditi on of the J ew in Ru ss ia.'' 
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, '0/e had several more debates, in which Louis Mischkind . Phi lip 
Waserwitz, \ l\'olfe Macht, S imon Cohen, Arthur Kling, Albert Minda, 
Max Kaufmann, Hyman Iola, Samuel Harris and Bernard Stern par­
ti6pated. 

James Heller at a meeting gave a very interesting and instructive 
talk on "The Life of Theodor Herzl." A noteworthy meeting was 
the one conducted by Dr. David N eumark. who spoke on "The Efficacy 
of Prayer." 

The officers of the society this year were: Samuel Spier Mayerberg, 
President; Simon Cohen, Vice President; Jerome Mark and A lbert 
Minda, Secretaries; J arnes G. Hell er and Israel Sarasohn were members 
of the Executive Board. The incoming officers are: Jacob Isa Meyer, 
President; Samuel Marcus Gup, Vice President; Albert Minda, Secre­
tary; Jerome Mark and Max vVeis are members of the Executive Board. 

The Literary Society desires to express its thanks to Dr. Louis 
Grossmann, who so kindly tendered us the use of his Sabbath-school 
bui lding at Reading road and Whittier, for the convenience of the mem­
be,·s, most of whom live in Avondale. 

In conclusion, the writer wishes to express on behalf of his board 
and himself his sincere appreciation to all those who by their efforts 
have made this year a very successful one, and he wishes to express the 
hope that during the coming year every one will Jo his utmost by attend­
ance and work to make the incoming administration even more successful 
than the outgoing one. Respectfully submitted. 

SAMUEL SPIER MAYEBERG, 

President H. U. C. Literary Society, 1914-1915. 

PRIZE ESSAYS. 

I. Abba Hillel Silver received the Alumna! Prize, which consists of 
a set of the Jewish Encyclopedias for his essay on the "Am ha Arez in 
Sopheric and Tariaitic Times.'' 

II. Solomon B. F reehof received the Kaufman Kohler prize of one 
hundred dollars for his essay ''The Origin and History of the Haftarah.'' 
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~ ~ PLEASE NOTE § j 
~! ,S~o ~ ~ The publication of this Magazine has been :§ 
0 2 made possible largely through the hindness of our I 
:B I advertisers. vV e therefore beg our friends and I : 
08' readers to note carefully our advertisements and to 0 

f} 0 
0
g, c: favor the advertisers with their trade as much as pos- c30 

03' I sible. It will be further greatly appreciated if our ; 0 
0g readers mention the Hebrew Union College Mont11ly B0 

fl when they ma1w their purchases. ~: 
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A SHORT STORY 

" Where did you get it; its certainly very 
pleasing work-that job of printing you had 

done!" 

• " Yes, the work I get from "l• ;, A. J. Eg~ers & Co., 118 East ·· 
Sixth St., al ways proves very t satisfactory, and the price8 
are so moderate you would be 
su rµri secl . Try them on your 
next order. Phone C. 3609." 

PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS 




