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~ 
___ emple lifmth Tsrael reccrds, u,ith deepest 
sorrow, the tra9ic and untimel9 yassi119 of its spiritual 
9uide and leader; who for almost halfa ~ntury 9raaid 
its pulpit with unqxampled di9nity and ycwer. -~ 

~ba )iillel Silver was''an intellectual ocean whose 
waves touched ever9 shore of thou9h(With prophetic 
utterance he articulated the hopes of generation after 
9eneratio11 that had been condemned to hoplllessness 
in si len~. lhe spirit of Tsrael, that extraorditWl'~ phe· 
nomenon of human history which challe119ed thin~ers 



throu9hout the ages, manifested itself in him in all 
its stren9th and 9lor9.fusin9 the 'Shechina~ the 9odl9 
inspiration of the people, with the ma9ic of its leaders 
pmonalit9. • •• •. 

here was in him 11 lmmonious bkndin9 oF politi· 
cal vision and practical lXertions. )/is ever~ thou9ht 
and action sprang from dup roots which dosel9 inter• 
twined with those of the Jewish people on the one hand, 
and with science. and prcictical wisdom on the other.That 
was the secr!lt of his greatness, his historic cichie\lement, 
his wide-sprecid influe~e, and his international renown. 

~ba }lille.1 Silver was the ministering pastor who 
o~hieved extraordinar;f stature throu9h sheer strength 
otcharacter, soundness of judgment, innate 9entleness, 
and an unfaltering sense of resyonsibilit9 as Qod's 
servant on earth. •• 

e was a mi9ht9 warrior for his convictions and in 
his q.xpert hands, word and pen became flami119 swords 
which he wielded with devastarin9 power. •• ... 



J)is was a life of many facets of interest, in roch of 
which he shone with the brilliance of learnin9. wit and 
talent that ccnstitutlld' his unique individuality)lis 
were always the deft touc~, the masterful presentation, 
the shillful performance. },is was ever the alert and lof 
cal mind. 'Wherever he went, inte9ri~.honor, under­
standing and fidelity went with himJ-fe was the true 
advocate, neveradva11ci119 on ill-reasoned ar9ument, 
but always sound in lear11i119, colorful in speech. force· 
ful in debate, and armed with a sparnlin9 vocabulary. 
incisive delivery, and a never Failin9 air of di9nit9-

hat was human, always sou9ht and found Jewish 
~pression in him, and thus, what was Jewish in him 
cculd always syean in terms of humanity. . 

f}i,ba )lillel Silver loathed shcim and pretense, J-le 
cculd not abide ccmpromise and expediency. Jfo bat­
tled mercilessly for the ri9ht as qod gave him to see the 
right. :He was a stran9er to th¢ world in which men turn 
habitually to exp«lienc~ and ccmpromise as sub· 
sti tutes for statesmanship. ·•, •· 



J:)c Found jo9 and exaltation In his worh.)fo had an 
abidin9 belief in man's essential power wr 9ood.Jiis life· 
lon9 dedication to the rouse of the under-privik9ed, of 
whatever color or creed, was a translation of faith into 
deeds. Ardent love, profound faith, and a unique spirit 
of dedication were the qualities which characterited. 
th.e blessed life of this toweri119 ec1ossus in Jewry. Jiis 
inspiration became a supreme national asset which 
enabled him to become fsrael·s advocate in the cruel days 
when a new world was about to be born. At a critical 
period in tlte history of our people, when it became 
n«e.ssary to 90 forward, not with trumpet and compass, 
but rather with tact and compassion, Cjod called' for 
duty and sacrifice, and Abba, his servant, line Avraham 
of old. ~ura9e~usl~ and unhesi~atingly responded to tlw 
call •· Jlinem · • Jlere am I. . 

feba Jfillel Silver has sown seeds that will flourish 
in many !warts. Jfo has helped to shape lives that 
will never lose th.e ncble imprint he has 9iven them. 
)fa has hind led th.e torch of ideals tlwt will never be 
~ti119uished. . • . •· 



{l}e offer thanhs, therefore, for the herita9e of Jewish 
conviction to which he was born, for the many and lar9e 
9ifts of mind and heart with which he was endowed and 
for the dedication of them all to his ministry,forthe 9raa 
and charm of his presence, for his contagious enthusiasm, 
for his out9oin9 nature, his readiness to spend and be 
spent in ministerin9 to human sorrow and bewildennent 
For his civic conscience and his boldness in ccmbattin9 
social injustice. 'We offo thanhs too, For the devotion, 
re9ardlm of cost to his own strength, with which he r,ured 
out himself for our con91·e9ation, over which qod had 
set him as a 5hepherd and for the vision and unfla9· 
9in9 industr9 which characterized his ministry. 

Ile will be remembered amon9 the 4'.Xceptional per­
sonalities, whose mortal and transitory life is impressed 
with immorralit9 •• men who are chosen to leave their 
marh upon history durin9 their own lifo- time and in 
full view of their contemporaries. 

Ile has made us aware of our herita9e, and mindFul 
of our opportunities, and inspired us to realize our dreams. 



ftba }{illel Silver, the mortal man. is no longer with 
us, but the 9low cf the life of Abba Jf illel Silver. the nurn 
of destiny, will never be dimmed. · 

.Resolved, thmFcre, that this tribute to our ~loved 
Rabbi be spread upon the permanent tlrords of the 
G,n9re9ation and an en9rossed copy transmitted to 
his sorrowin9 family. · L · -•~- •· 

'Temple 'ltfereth Israel 

Deamber 10, 1963 
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