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cor FIDENTIAL OTES 

TAFI', ROBERT A. -- Oct . 9 1944 -- Tel e~honed me at home . Had s p0ken to cGloy 
about military obj ection to Palestine Resol tion . Ma jori ty of ar 
Cabinet a ree no longer militar y obj ection . r cCloy asks whether 
formal replyto i n'iuiry to ecretar of vlar citimson wanted . 

' ISE, Stephen S . -- October li:'. , 1944 -- Dr . ,1 ise visited 11 hi te ouse . Requests 
Pr esident to send message to ZO Convention meeting i n ~tlantic City . 

SHtJLM.N . Herman -- Telephoned re conversation reported by Dr . i' ise wit r'resident . 
r e money for emocratic Gampaign, etc . ; a l s o re comm i cation to 

0 Convention . bhu~nan r e- ds draft of lett er resident· to send . 

DE1EY, Gov ernor -- Oct . 12 I nt erview at lotel oosevelt . Governor Dewey s ays 
11 Dr . ,:hlver ... shall never let you do m . 11 Sta tement issued to Press . 

EXECUTIVE IJEETIN OF EIYE GE -cy COUNCIL - Oct . 12 7 1944 - p . . Dr . vise Is 
ac tion reviewed - ~lso Rabbi Silver ' s meeting with Gov . Dewey . 

PRESIDENT IS ST TE',1.!!;NT 

DEWEY ' STATErENT 

Exhibi t ) 

(Exhibit B) 

STI SON Secretary of ,-ar -- October 13, 1944 - Letter sent to Taft re 
a.les tine Resol uti ons (no longer ,iilitary obj ec tion ) 

i O G~NT U. Secretar y of Treas ur y -- Uct . 25 , 1944 - - Interview -- I expla ·n 
my position of ne t r alit as chair an of Ameri can Zionis t 1!,merger1 cy 
Council . 

EXECUTIVE COU GIL ~TI G - Oct . 30, 1944 -- Advisability of roceed in6 with 
resolutions discussed . 

STETTINIUS Ass't Sec ' y of State -- I nter vie I~ov . 9, 1944 -- Dr . Wise ad 
ahurn uoldmann als o attend . i e a s k or green li5ht on Resolutions. 

He says will get in touc with rresident . Disc ssion of partition . 
~ays no action taken ye t on alesti ne ·by our overnment ; als o no 
announcement i mmi nent . Discuss r epresentative our vi ew be attached 
to Ameri can delegation -- jec t e visi t '~e t ·een Roosevelt a.r.d 
Churchi ll . 

J OSEPH, Ber n c:1.rd -- Nov . 9 - - at Ple ary ses sion of Counc · 1 in evening - - says 
Smuts told him on ug . i:'.9 in So . Afr ica : "Ther e must be a Jewish S a te " 
from ritish poi nt of view . 

S CK. Leo -- Nov . 16 -- I telephone r. ack - as k him o get in touch v:i th 
' enator I agner to see Preside t . Told · m to tell 11 ag e r of conversation 
with tettini us . 

TAFT . Robert A. - I call him . As k him o See agner . baid he would see 
Cor1T1a lly r e advisability not having hearings before Foreign Reh. tion s 
Committee . 
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IE, STEPHENS . - ov. 17, 1944 - Dr. Silver calls him. Conversation 
re Stettinius and· ise. 

RE' PEARSON ORG IZA ON -- J an . 24 , 1945 -- Hear of a ointment of Col. 
Harold Hoskins as successor of Judge Landis as Economic 1inister 
in iddle East. 

CABLE FROM J EWISH AGENCY LO DO -- Au ust 28 , 1945 - - Received cable to close 
ashington Office of Erner ency Council. 

Set. 13 - Committee of ~ight decide to cable - · ashington office 
should remain o en. 

SWOPE , HERBERT -- August 29 , 1945 
whole situation. 

Spent evening at home of Mr . Swope. Discussed 

TRU , Harr S. Set . 13 , 1945 - I nformed President authorized Senator 
Gillette to announce letter sent to Attlee asking for transfer 
of 100, 000 J ews to Palestine. 

STRAUS, NATHAN Se tem er 19 , 1945 Meeting with Nathan Straus who is 
to have meeting with President . 

OLD TEI!, AT ITE -- Se tember 19, 1945 - Jet with him - re uest to 
contact Dulles in London to have him see eizmann . 

AR CH, - Se tember 19 -- Dinner at his home -- told him of serious 
situation which develo ed . 

E S OPE - Se tember 20 -- Tee honed Swope . - - Baruch, was told , had been 
in touch with '1hi te House. Told President "political dynamite" 
to let J ews down. 

EETI G EVERll E HALL, CLEVELAND - Set. 20 -- Report of London Conference . 
Advise eo le to write letters to President. 

, C AI -- Set. 21 , 945 - Dr . Weizmann tele hones from London. 
ele hone Wise. 

0 E Y (Sec ' to President ~et. 21 -- Receive letter from him i orming 

, R 

LACK, HUGO 

of a pointment to be made to see Presi ent. 

(Scripps Howard 
Ro o-; rd. 

- i:>e t. 24 , 945 -- l½ hour conversation with 
Promise to send him memor . ..ndum . 

Se tember 26 , 1945 - - iscussion with him on Zionism. 

.c. -- i:>e t . 25 and 2 - Arran ed for Senate "show11 or ,onda 
October 1st. 
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26 , 1945 - ,F T ITH CO GRESSr, EN BLOO , Gel er , Coppelman and 
hael. Frank discussion of role of J ewish Congressmen in 

J ewish problems w ich arise . Meeting date f or r . Siver with 
President discussed . Also meeting with Senator s . 

I nvite Morgenthau to Madison S uare Garden. Not free . 

Arrange or Gov. Dewey to address meeting . 

- Set . 27, 1945 - hie House called -- Presi ent would see 
Dr . ise and Dr . Silver Sat. 10 :30 A.M. Dr . Wi se unable to 
come on Frida • 

TRUMA , HA Y -- Sept . 29 , 1946 CONVERSATIO wit President . 

~. ET 
a l. 

to 

- ue te ber 30 , 1945 -- 70 , 000 eo le in and outsi e 
t s Dr . Silver Proskau r in touc with MedaUie to 

ewe to tone down s eech and not s eak of "J ewis ommonwec:.l th ." 

AT O'A. EMERGE CY CO FEP. C VASHI TO -- October 4 ,1 45 All a 
Con erence . Dele ate call on con ressmen and senat ors . 

ES (Secretar of ~tate) Send wire as in· for a_poi n ment . Byrnes j ust 
returned from on on . 

STATE release Presi ent Roosev lt ' s letter to I bn Saud -- Oct . 19, 145 . 

E 1 GE CY GOU GIL P • M meetin - Oct. 2 , 1945 - Vote unan · ou 1 to re-introduce 
con ress ·ona re olu ion sut ·ect to a prova of Commi tee of Eight . 

Secreta ) 
him with 

Oct . 23 , 1945 -- meet with 
emorandum . 

rnes . Also Wise. 

3 : 0 P •• - Confer ence at whi ch emorandum released . 

Pre::.ent 

4 ; 0 P •• - eet with enators Taft , Brewster and andenberg . 
Agree to have Taft and Wagner call on Presi ent to get re ction 
on re-introduc i ng reso uti on . 

5 :15 P. , . eet wi h Senator agner 

TA , AG ER - October 24 ,1 45 Spea to both oft em. 

SACK , LEO--October 25 , 945 -- nstruct him to see W~ 7 ner and at -- resolution 
not to be in~r uced without signal rom us . 

A , LEO -- October 26 r . Sack ca ed . Senator Waner determined to 
introduce resolution immediatel . Cal I i se . ee full notes . 

29, 1945 Em r enc Committee and Committee of Ei5ht a~?rove Resolution . 

T Octobe 30, 945 -- ''ise ,_,nd Dr. Si lver send te e r _ m to 
Presi ent o ~osing oi nt ommission as re~orted in Press . 
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ov. 9, 945 
Emergency Counci 

OTE 

veizmann arrives country . Asked b 
not to make statement to press on anding . 

BEV ov . 13 , 1945 - Bevin makes statement announcing creation o Ang o-
American ommittee to i nvesti ate Palestine rob em. 

-- A ril 2 , 1946 
Em assy . 

- Oct. 14, 945 -- Take u our Resolution. 

meet ing and conversation with H1um at Frenc 

GORE -- A ril 9 , 1946 
with him via te 

- Baker j ust returned from Euro e . Conversation 
hone , re 1 artition . Ge eral picture . 

WEISGAL, MEYER -- A ril 9, 19 Tele hoe co versation with Weisgal who 
had s oken with Shertok in witzerland. Ask ?eisga to &sk 
S ertok tote ephone direct to Cleve and . 

SHERTOK -- April 1, 1946 - Shertok telephones rom wi tzerland. 

AP_ I L 27, 28 , 29 , 94 - Talks wit eumann , J a.mes u. [cDonald, r . Crum 

EVI - a , 

re report of Anglo-American Commi ssion ~ n uir • Statement 
of President Truman which is to be issued • 

946 -- eumann told b 
President not to issu 

Crum that Bevin asked B rnes to ask 
n statement ; Hutcheson likeV:ise . 

AT E, Prime ,i ni ster - a 1 , 946 - statemen b Att ee in House of Commons. 

I ERST , R BERT - Ja- 6, 1~46 s~eaking f or Dean Acheson confidential 
conference bein cal ed to discuss in l ux of ewish re u ees 
fr c,m Ec1.ster:n uro e into Amer i can zone 

IT - August 5-<J'f i946 

E ':'ER OF P ESI ENT ROOSEVELT TO S A OR WAG ER 

TER EW WIT ORD CRAPE - ritish Ambassador 
Octo er 2 , 1946 

MEMORANDUM - October 3, 1946 
Re : Dr. Wise seeing President; conversati on with Mr . Crum ; telephone 

conversati on with Eliahu ~pstein. 

P ESIDE T' S S ATEMENT -- October 4, 1946 

ELIA U EPSTEIN - ov . 11, 1946 
Tele hone conversati on - also wit h 'owrer re e ting senators to 
write to Secretar B rnes. 
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ERNEST BEVIN -- Intervi ew -- a t Wald orf storia -- Nov . 14 1946 . Lord Inverchapel 
present . Bevin defended pos" tion of Engl and . Critica l , f r es _;_s :ance in 
Palest i ne, i :.lega l immigra t i on , et c . British Govern en t t r yi ng t o s _,lve 
pr oblem. If it fails vthole s 1.;bj ect to be s ~bmitted t o UNO . Loo ed 
up :...n Grady- Morr i son propos -1ls as ilnple ... e!it .ition vf A! glo- . !Ler ican CoIT,mittee 
Report . He i s anx ious f r Jewish gency to come to London Conference . 

V NDENBERG Senator -- Nov. 14 , 1846 -- Di scussi n o e tire s i tuati on since 
elections . He for viable J e iish s te i n \Vhich d.11 en will en j oy 
e . l ity regrdless of r ace or creed . If U.S . prepar ed t o move f or ward 
can count on bi s fullest s up . or t . Sa i d he w, uld discus s s ubj ect with 
Byrnes . 

BREIVSTER, Sena t or N v . 16 , 1946 . AHS te ~ephoned Brewster . Inf armed him of 
c nversa tio with Vandenber g . l s o te 1 er;honed Sena t or T ft 1vht- vi::t. S out . 

TAFT, Senat or -- Nov. 19, 1947 -- Senator Taft called me . Inf or med ffie hat Byrne s 
would s ee Le during vrnek . 

INVERCHAPEL, Lord -- 1ov. 19, 1946 
aga in - - ed. a t 10 , . ~. 

phoned me . Said ,;,r . Bev.in ·.vould li .e t , see me 

INVERCH PEL - - Jan . 6 , 1947 - - I ntervi ew . Expla .:..ned t _. :1 im res _' .t i ons of Basle 
Congres s . 

Byrnes ~ James - - J n . 6 l 47 - - meeting wi th Sec eta ry Byr nes. 

,tASS I,:EETING -- Jar . 6 , ::_94 7 - - a t ,{ianha ttan Center . Re por t _·n Congress . Spler d i d 
e t. thusia s m. 

NEU 1i ANN , EMANUEL -- J an . 7 . 1947 - - Called from Swi t zerl nd . !Ls o Shertok c .illed 
from London. E f ort be r,g made f or i nf ormal t a lks w.:. t h Br i tish Gover m .ent 
~ ... side f r a ~.e,, r -: of London Conf erence. 

F N Y HOLZi1 NN - - J a n . 7, 1947 - - Drafted ·abl e t o Williams of 10 Downing St reet . 

SHERTOK -- ,J n . 10, 194 7 called from London . Cable ser t t o r..;r . Shertok . 

LEOS CK - - Feb. l, 1947 phoned fr om H~s hi ngt on . Report of convers~tion 
with Loy Heni er son re ' cheson and British : , bassador . U.S. wants dec i s ion 
now . England must ta~e ~esponsibility . 

G RDNER, mbassador ( t o Grea t Br itain) Feb. 5, 1947 . Interview wi th hi m. 
!.'..i. • Gardner passed away on Feb . 6 . 

' RSHALL Geor ge (new Secreta r y of State) Feb. 4, 1347 -- interview re pos i tion 
0f U.S. Gover nment. 

VANDEN3ERG Sen, t or Interview 
Feb . 4 ~ l 47 

LOY HENDERSON - - Lu• cheon - - Feb. 5, 47 . Requestea c e t J s ee ches on . 

SEN TOR BRE~STER -- I .terview. e agr ees t hat Republi'can 1 d e~. ership should 
s peak up i ;.-JT.ed ia.tely and r::a..:rn pos i ticn ,mown . 
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DEN ACHESON -- Interview -- Feb. 14, 1 47 

GOVERNOR DEWEY -- Feb. 19, l 47 - Telephone c onversa ti on . D· s cuss ed Bevin ' s 
sta tement before House of Commons . s .~ed f r his advi ce. 

PATTERSON, SECRET RY OF WR - - Inter vieH -- f eb . 25, 945 He was sympat hetic, 
i ntelligent and wel l informed. He Wd.iting f 0r Hoove r 's r eport. 

FEBRU RY 26, 1947 - - Action taken n Washingt on in view of Bevin 's s peech in 
House of Commons. Discussion in Sena te. Dinner f or sena ors 
i n evening to meet Newmann and HS . Very he l pful disc ussion. 

GOVERNOR.DE TEY -- Feb. 27, 1 47 -- called me. Had spoken t Dul les who r omised t o 
t dis cuss our case a vor ab l y b oth with Marshall and Bevin i n Moscow. 
Confe~ence t o be held i n f ortnight . 

HERBERT SWOPE - - March 3 , 1947 -- Inter view. Eager t o c ooper a t e. Vi l l t alk o F. F. 
and B.B . in c onnection w: th possible interim a c t ion and Pa l es tine 
i mnd.gra t i on . 

DULLES -- March 3, 1947 inter vi ew. 

HERBERT HOOVER -- Ma rch 3 , 1947 -- intervi ew. He ;dll s pea t o Pre::; i ient Truman . 
Visited DP ca mps . 

LOY HENDERSON -- i ntervi ew -- pril 1 • 1947 . lso pres ent v:e e Merriam, Wi l kins 
and others. Discussed ref e cr a l Pa l es t i ne issue to ON . Di scussed 

Jewish represent a tion at ON . 

SENATOR V NDENBERG -- April 17, 1947 -- i nterview. Discussed same a s above. 

SEN TuR BRE, STER -- April 17 , l 47 - - telephoned hi m. Brews t er just retur ned from 
Pa lesti ne. Agreed l e t t er t o be sent by senat ors ~r-o v isited Pa lestine 
t o St te Depart ... ent urging - "..media te mmigr a t · n relaxa t i on . 

LOY HENDERSON -- JUNE 19 , 1947 - Inte rview. Cr iticized attitude 'Jf our go ,ernment in not 
as s i sting Committee of Incuiry , f UN by indic ~ting its pr esent pos ' t i on . 

GEORGE L RSHALL -- J une 19 , 1947 -- Intervi ew. Left ILemo e l a l:l- r a ting on a r guments w.ad ·, t o 
Mr. Henders on. Hi s a ttitude f r i endly . 

I 



CONFIDENTIAL 

SUNDAY EVENI NG, OCTOBER 9 1944 -- 8 :00 P.M. 

Senator Taft call ed me a t my home . He said t hat he had talked wi th 
McCloy about the milit ary obj ec t i on t o our a les tine esoluti on . He had had 
one conversation with him previ ous ly. JcCloy s ated that the questi on had 
b ~en discuss ed by the War Cabinet . Whi l e there wa s difference of opi ni on , the 
ma jority had decided that t here was no longer any mili tar y r eas on which uld be 
brought against t hese resoluti ons , that i ' was a political questi on now which 
should be handled by the State Department . 

Senator Taft als o repor t ed tha t his secretar y had then been called by 
cCloy and as ed whether the ~enat or wanted a f or mal reply to his i nquiry which 

he had addressed to Secreta r y of ar St ims on . The Sen~tor said he did wan t t hat 
reply in writing and t t he i s waiting for it . 
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THURSDAY , OCTOBER 12, 1944 

On my arrival i n New York in the morning, I read in the paper that Dr . 
Wise had visited the 11hite House and asked the £'resident to send a message to 
the Convention of the ZO which meets in Atlantic City on Friday . The Emergency 
Council had decided at its la.st meeting that the ZO should not re ues t a 
message f r om th .t'resident f or its Convention. The paper reported that Dr. ·.fise 
said . following his interview with the r'resideL : 11 1 think it is not too much 
to say hat the President. a candidate, nives his full suppor t to tLis plar.k 
(The DenGcratic Plank) . 11 The papers also carried the repor t,hat following 
his visit to the President, Dr . ·ise l ad told he newspaper men that he is not 
partisan in the campaign, he does not ca e \'/ho is elected, he Presiden or the 
Hepublican candida~e . 

Mr . uhulman reached me during t.oe mor ning and told me that Dr. ise had 
reported to him on Wednesday evening. after his return from Washington concerni ng 
his conversation with the Pres ident . Dr . Wise had discus sed with the Pres idePt 
money for the emocratic Campaign, s ~eaki ng f or the Democratic Party. etc . along 
with a communication which the Presidert was to send to the ZOA C onvention through 
Sena or vagner . The Eme r gency Council had at its last meeti g als o opposed this 
move . i r . Shulman read to me the draft of the letter which he Pr esident was 
to send . The substance of i t was that the President, as a c ndida e, appr oves 
of the Democratic plank, that he hopes hat action will be taken s oon either hrough 
the United Nations or through joint action of the meric~n Government and Grea 
Bri tain . I told Mr . Shulman thi,t the term. 11 as candida e ~• was most unfortuna e . 
He agreed, but thought that nothing could be done about it . I also war ned about 
bri nging "United Na.tions 11 into the picture because that would mean postponement 
of any decision until a ter the war . 

I knew that t ere would be no change in the .t:1resident 1 s intended letter 
unless s ome pressure were br ought . I immediat,ely got in touch wi th Nathaniel 
Goldstein who came to see me at the Commodore . I presented o nim the draft 
of the sta tement which I thought that Governor Dewer s hould issue at an interview 
which the Governor was to hold with me later in the day . The Governor had previo s ly 
expressed a des i r e to meet with me. 1 e was comi g to New York for the ·c;olwnhus 
Day Parade . Later in the morning. Natnaniel Golds tein telephoned me that George 
Medallie and Roger Straus would like o come over to see me. The came to my 
4.uarters at the Commodore Hotel and suggested the elimim.1.tion of the word 11Jew· s h 11 

from the term 11 J e\vish Commonweal th . 11 and one or wo o her changes. I told tnem 
that unless Governor Dewey ' s s tatement was a clear and une,uivocal endorsemert o 
the Jewish Commonwealth, it was better to issue no statement a all because it 
would fall far s hor t of the statement which the resident would issue . They agreed 
and Roger Straus telephoned ~r . Dulles who likewise agreed. 

I met with Governor Dewey in hi s suite at the Hotel Roosevelt at about 
3 : 30 P .M. l e hada very pleasant talk on many things . .A s tatement he hear ily 
aJproved was issued . At the conclusion o our in erview, the Governor said to me : 
"Dr . Silver, I shall never l et you do 1 . 11 The Governor's statement was immediat ely 
released to the press . 

At the meeting of the Emergency Council, later in the afternoon, the a ct i on 
of Dr . Wise was fully reviewed by t he Committee -- seeing the President alone, hi s 
asking for a statemen fo1:._Jhe ZOA Conve tion the in jection of Senator Wagner 
into the picture, the mix)(i"p of Democratic politics with Zionist affairs i n his 
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conversation with the resident , and more especially his announcement that he was 
backing the President in connec i on with a visit which had to do with the Zionist 
Movement . 

I reported to the Committee my intervie1 with Dewey and the reas ons for it . 
I read them the statement which Dewey had issued . The Committee was highly 
pleased that the statement had been obtained . 

The Dewey statement was immediately conveyed to Mr . Shulman who began 
a series of feverish negotiations with Senator ~iagner and contacts with the President 
and his advisers, (Mr. hulman had announced that he spent over $400 in telephone 
conversations) as a result of which the President ' s letter to the Senator was 
finally revised . to read as follows : (Exhibit A) 

Dewey ' s statement appended herewith as (Exhibit B) . 



EXHIBIT A 

PRESillENT I 

Conveyed in let er to Senator 'vagner 

"Knowing that you are to attend the £'ar ty- seventh annual co vention of 
the Zionist Or ganization of America . I ask you to co vey to t delegates assembled 
my co ial greetings . 

"Please express my satisfact.ion 1,hat, i accord witn the traditional 
Americ· policy and in keeping with the s µi rit of the four freedoms, the Democratic 
Party at its July convention this year included the following plank in its la form : 

111 vve favor the opening of Palestine to unrestricted Jewish immigration and 
co onization ands ch a polic as to result in the es tablishment there of a free 
and democratic Jewish Commonwealth .' 

11 fforts will be made t o find a~pr opriate ways and means of effec uating 
this p:,licy as soon as practicable . I know h~v long and ardently the Jewish 
people h~ve worked and prayed for the establishment of Palestine a s a free and 
democratic Jewish Commonwealth . I am convinced that the American people give their 
SUiJ_tX)rt to this aim and if re-el ec ed 1 shall help to bring about its realization . 11 



,-

EXHIBIT B 

GOVERNOR DEWEY ' S STATEMENT 

"I heartily e'ld orse the Pa l es tine plank in the Republic1:1.1~ p9:r ty platform . 
Again I r epeat what I previously stated t . the great;:' leader of the American Zionist 
movemen and dis tinguished American Dr. Abba Hi llel Silver that am for the 
re-cons titution of Palestine as a free and democratic JeV1ish comm_onwealth in 
accordance with the .dalfour Declarat i on of 191? and the esolu i on of he Republican 
Congress in 1 22 . I have also s t ted to Dr. di lver that in order t o give refuge to 
millions of dis t ressed Jews driven from their home s by tyranny favor t he opening 
of Pales tine to t e i r unlimited i 1Jli1igra tion and lam owners hi . 

11 The Americ J1 people have t -= ne and a.gain declared themselves i n favor of 
these principles . The Republican JartJ has at all times been ' he t r aditionul 
fri end of the movement . 

11 1\.s ? resident I would use my bes t af1 ices to have our government working 
together with Great Br itain to achieve this great object ive for a people tha t hc::1.ve 
suffered so much and deserve so much at the hands of mankind ." 
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FRIDAY, October 13, 1944 

On my arrival i n At.lantic City ther e was a messa6 e for me from Set1ator 
Taft ' s secre ary i n Washin~t on, Mr . Martin . I t elephoned rvr . Martir and he read 
to me the copy of the l etter which Secretar y of 11ar Stimson had written to 
::ienator Taft in which he sta es the following : 

11 1 r efer to your letter of .:3eptember 12, 1°44, regarding S.R . 247. introduced 
by Sena tor Wagner and yourself on the s ubject of opening the doors of Pa l es tine 
to the free entr y of Jews into that c ountr y . 

11 At the time your r esoluti on s being considered by the Foreign Relations 
Committee the endorsement of s uch a pr oposal by t he Congres s had grave implications 
which would serious ly have interfer ed with the pr ogress of the war . I n res ponse 
to your inquiry I have reviewed the considerations ~nich applied at that time . 
I find that t here is still s t rong f eeling on he part of many officers in my 
department that the passage of s uch a resolution would interfere with our 
military effort . However , I do feel tha the milit ar y considerations ~nich led to 
my pr evious action in opposi ng the passage of this resoluti on are not as s t r ong 
a f actor ncm as they were en . 

11 In my judgment, poli tical considerations now outweigh t he military, 
and the issue s hould be determined upon the political r a ther than the mil i tary 
basis . " 

On Saturday mo i ng. the ewspa per carried the announ cement f r om Wasnini;ton . 
evidently released by the ,ar Department. 
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WEDNESDAY , OCTOBER 25 , 1944 -- I nt erview with Secret a r y of t he Tr easur y Mor gent hau , 
a t hi s office in t he Tr easury Department . 3 :45 - 4: :15 P .M. 

I explained t o him t he r easons f or the attitude of neut r ality which I , as head 
of the American Zi onist tmergency Council, f el t called upon to mai ntain in the pr esent 
political Ccmpaign . I r ead him what I said in my s peech i n Atlant ic ity about t he 
non-par tisan character of our Movement . I asked him to explain my position to t he 
Pr esident . He sugges t ed tho.t I write to him . He and hi s f r iends i n the Administr c..tion 
had gotten the impression t hat I was wor king for Gover nor Dev;ey . ome have t old him 
t hat I wanted t o be "head of the Republic an Jews of America ." I asked him whe ther 
he could point t o any statement of mi n& wni ch would i nd icate t hat I had publicly 
declar ed myself for Gover nor Dewey . Upon r efl ect i on , he said t hut he could not . 
He did not f eel t ho.t neutrality was poss i ble . The situat i on "cut too deep . " I t old 
him that heads of na tional movements such as Zi onism have no r ight t o comm i t t heir 
movements by publicly endors ing one candi date or another . 



CON FIDE.NTI AL 

liOND Y - OCTOBER 30. 944 

t t e l enar y sess · on i n tr.e evenin6 o~ the Emer6ency Counc· 1 a 
d · sc · s sion developed over t e advis · bili ty of pr oceedin~ wi th the Coniressiona l 
Resol t i ons. Whi l e no decisi on as rr· ved at, i t appeared as if t e re pre­
s entatives oft e Zionist Or6ani zati on hud .,..ireviously ca cused and had 
agreed to ur ge deferrment of ac t i n . ~e are t o s ee Stetti ni us on November 9, 
a postponed date whic ' he asked for . We had an a. poin ment with i rn f or 
Tuesday, October 51 . 

Dr . 'iiis e begged off f r om reporting on his i n ter view with t he 
President feari ng criticism from the body . During t he after noon meeti of 
th e Exec t ive he had no comment s to ma lce on t he minut es of t he revi ous 
meeting which shar ly crit icized h"s action . At t: e eveni ng meet. ing, 
J udge Rothenberg r aised the ques t i on of os t - pon ement on t he resolu i on . 
For ? Os tponement or aband nment - J udge Levint hal. Shulman, Bou~s t ein 
spoke; Lips and Neumann agains t . ertheim t ought t hat i t er ha ps s hould 
be delayed until t he next Congress and Neiditsch and ereminsky l i kewise 
thought t ha t action should be delayed for t . e t i me being . 



CO FIDENTIAL 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 1944 -- 10 : 00 lLM . 

I visited Mr. Stettinius together wi th · ise and Nahum Goldmann . 'r, e asked 
hi m for the green l i ght on our Congressional Resolutions in view of Stimson ' s 
letter removing the military objections . St etti nius said he would get i n touch with 
the resident and let us know wi thi n a week . ,i e asked him v hether t he r e had been 
any decis ion on partition . He asked , "partiti on of what?" le explained to him . 
He said he would call up the r ·tish mbassy at once and i n our pres ence he telephoned 
fr . 'right whom he said was the bes t informed person at t he mhl.ssy . Yfr i §,ht told 
im that there was no dec i sion reached on partition, t hat no announceme.t on Palesti e 

was imminent . Sti s on also s ~i d tat our Government had not been informed about 
it and woµld in all probabili ty be informed before any ac tion was t uken . 

e asked him whether the subject of mar.dats had come up at the Dumbarton Oaks 
Conference. He said it did not . 

In antici ation of the r ej ected conference between Churchill and oosevelt , 
and t he possibility of alest i ne bei n- discussed by them, we req 1es ted that an 
expert re esenting our point of view be attached to t he erican delegation . 
Stetti ius i nquired whether we had s omeone to r ecommend . We said that we did ot 
have at the moment , but that we would resent s ch a name to him. He said tha t ~e 
\'lOuld take the r.iatter up 11ith the res· dent . 

I n the evening Ber nar d J ose b addressed t e lenar y of the Emer gency Coun ci l. 
Among ot er things he reported that S er tok , who recently r etur ned fro London eported 
that ~hurchill had made the s t atene t t ' at t e Un·ted btat es was heavily c oroJnitted 
to Zionism . Also repor t ed tat 0 muts had to d hin , on August 29 in outh Africa 
that "there must be a Jewish State" from the British point of view . 



COl FIDENTIAL 

THURSDAY. Novemb r 16 -- 1 : 30 P . , . 

Cal led Leo ..:iack, Ii ashing t on . Told im t get · n touch with Senator 
V agner to s ee t he President and urge _µon im to give us the green light and 
to ex l ain why a delay at t ' · s time would be bad . He was t tell, r . Vagner 
of our conversation I ith Stettini s and that Stettinius was 9lanning to see the 
President . 

t 1 : 40 P .. I called Senator Taft . Told him of our meeting with Stettinius . 
sked hi m to see i'1agner . He said t h<J.t he would talk to Connally and l et me know . 

Told him t hat . it would be advis able not t o have any hearing s befor e t he Senate 
Forei n Relations Commit t ee . 



I 

FRID .Y. NOVE ,1BER 17. 1944 - 1 :15 P .M. 

Telephoned wise hav · g heard from Shapiro that Stetti nius had s poken t o 
him . Vi s e said that he had .ai led me a memor andum on Stettinius' conv ersation 
to he effect that he had s oken t o the r es·dent who sugges ed that we do not 
go hr ough with it jus t now . He may go over s oon and pr esumably he will take up 
the subj ec t 1ith Churchill and ?erhaps Stalin . reminded him of the ill effec s 
of posponement . The matter will be discussed a the Execu ive next Tuesday . 



CONFIDENTIAL 

1 : 00 P.M. 

Whi l e in the offic e of har l es osenbloom , Pittsburgh . Pa .. wr . loor e of 
the Drew Pearson or gan i z tion telephoned me sta tlng that he had information tat 
the President would i n a day or two a ~oint Col . Har l d oskins as the s ccess or of 
Judge Landis as Economic hinister i n the iddle Eas t . Col Hoskins of course , is a 
bitter ~nti- Zionist . Mr . ~oore stated that two eople might be s een i n this 
connection -- Leo Crowley and Secretar y Stettinius . 

I tele. oned Arthur Lourie in 1ew ork and conv eyed t e i nfor mation 
to him . 



CONFIDENTIAL 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 28, 1945 

Received a cable from London stating that the Executive decided that 
our Washington Office be closed and that only the Jewish Agency office in 
Washington operate. The Emergency Council s ent prot est. (See exchange of 
cables.) 

On September 13 the Committee of Eight met and decided to cable 
unanimous opinion of Committee that Washington office should remain open. 



CONFIDENTIAL 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 29, 1945 

Spent the evening with Mr. Herbert Swope at his home in the 
company of Mr. Landau. Discussed the whole sit ua tion with him. He telephoned 
Frankfurter. Swope suggested that we see Acheson. Frankfurtner thought 
that we should first see Ben Cohen. Swope undertook to arrange .meeting 
between me and Baruch. 



CONFIDENTIAL 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 1945 

Informed that the President authorized Senator Gillette to 
announce that he has sent a letter to At-0..ee asking that 100,000 Jews from 
the concentration camps be permitted to migrate to Palestine. 

Mr. Charles G. Ross, White House Secretary , informed Leo Sack that 
t her e is something of that sort pending, but he was not authorized to say 
anything. (See Memo of Leo Sack) 



CONFIDENTIAL 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 1945 - 3:00 P.M. 

Meeting with Nathan Straus a t his office. He is to see the President. 
I told him some of the subjects which he should discuss with the President. 
He i s ver • anxious to be of ihelp. 

5:00 P.M. - SEPTEMBER 19 

Meeting with Nathaniel Goldstein, Attorney General of New York State -
in my rooms at the Commodore. I asked him to request Governor Dewey to 
contact Dulles in London and have Dulles see Weizmann in London. I also 
took up the possibility of having Dulles represent us in Washington. 

8:00 P.M. - SEPTEMBER 19 

Dinner at the home of Bernard M. Baruch with Herbert G. Swope and Mr. 
Landau present. Told Baruch of the serious situation which had develq>ed -
the Reuters report of the sub-committee of the British Cabinet recommending 
practically the retention of the White Paper. Asked him to help. Covered 
the whole field. 



-

-

CONFI E TIAL 

THURSDAY , SEPTE BER 20 1 1945 

I telephoned Swo e . Swo e told me that Baruch had already been in 
touch with the White House. He had told the Pres i dent that it was "Political 
dynamite" to l et the J ews down , etc . 

8 : 00 m •• - September 20 

Addressed meetin Severance Hall - Cleveland , Ohio - where I gave 
re ort of London Conference . Told those present to write letters to the 
President. 

.. 

• 



CONFIDENTIAL 

FRIDAY, SEPTE!413ER 21, 1945 

Another conversation with Dr. Weizmann who telephoned from London. 
He is to see Byrnes tomorrow and Mr. Bevins on Wednesday. Evidently 
Baruch 1 s intervention has borne results. I reported to him what was being 
done in this country. He felt that our Government should inti.mate concretely 
to the British Gvvernment that it intends to help in the reconstruction 
work in Palestine. 

Following our conversation, I telephoned Wi se c:.nd told him of the 
conversation, of my meeting with Baruch. He told me that he had not yet 
succeeded in arranging a meeting with the President. 

I received a letter from the President's Secretary, Mr. Connelly, 
saying that the President will see me, but at a little later time. I 
wrote Mr. Connelly enclosing the Reuter's dispatch, stressing the urgency 
of the situation and asking for a very early appointment. 



CONFIDENTIAL 

MONDAY , SEPTEMBER 24, 1945 5:00 P.M. 

Had an hour and half's talk with Roy Howard of Scripps Howard to 
interest his chain of newspapers in aggressive campaign in our behalf. He is 
well informed on the subject with a definite anti-Russian bias which leads him 
to believe that a favorable pro-Jewish solution might drive the Arabs into the 
Soviet Camp. I promised to send him a memorandum. 

Spent Tuesday and Wednesday in Washington. Arranged for a Senate "show ," 
for Monday, October 1. To participate: Senators Taft, Brewster and Vanderburg 
for the Republicans; Murray , MacMahon and Mead for the Democrats -- possibly also 
Barkeley . 

Spent considerable time with all of these ~enators. Also saw Senator 
Guffy. 

On the afternoon of the 26th, spent an hour and half with Justice Hugo 
Black in his Supreme Court Chambers. Had a very interesting discussion of Zionism 
and t he whole Jewish problem. He promised to send a letter to the Madison Square 
Garden meeting on September 30th. 



CONFIDENTIAL 

WEDNESDAY , SEPI'EMBER 26 , 1945 -- 7:00 P.M. 

Had dinner at Statler with Congres smen Bloom, Geller, Coppelman and 
Raphael. A very frank discussion of the role of the Jewish Congressmen in 
Jewish problems which arise. Congressman Bloom said t hat he wo uld see that · 
an early date is set for our meeting with the President. A meeting was also 
planned for all .the Jewish Congressmen with the President. 

I spoke with Morgenthau. Invited him to the meeting in Madison S4uare 
Garden. He was not free to come. 

Arranged from Washington to have Govermr Dewey addres s the meeting. 



CONFIDENTIAL 

THURSDAY , SEPI'EMBER 27, 1945 -- 11:00 A.M. 

The White House called stating that the Presi dent would see me and 
Dr. Wise on Saturday morning at 10:30. They had hoped that t he engagement 
would be for tomorr ow morning, but Wise could not come on Friday. The Nhite 
House arranged for transportation. 



CONFIDENTIAL 

SATURDAY , SEPTEI\IBER 29 , 1945 -- 10;30 A,M. 

Dr. Wise and I see the President in the White House . Conference 
lasts thir ty-five mi nutes . See attached notes . 



CONFIDENTIAL 

NOTES ON MEETING WITH PRESIDENT TRUMAN 
Saturda , September 29, 1945 

The President seemed to be under strain because of the f ailure of 
ondon Conference . War is far from over." There are m roblems 

that have t o be solve. e must have atience. He cannot be rushed . 
here is too much ressure . Six milli on Poles , five mi lion Itali ans 

and five million Jews . Will not be confronted by ast commitrrents . i 
work thin out hi· own wa . A mcatter of vote • 

He wants ood conditi ons for ews ever 1wher -- Pol~nd, erman. e 
im lied that ti is more im ort nt . He doesn ' t favor a re i ious state 
a Catholic state or a ewish state . ~when he was ex l ained what was mean 
b the Jewi sh Commonwealt , he was not o ose to such a J ewish state ein 
uilt in Pa estin . 

We took u ith him the matter of the 500, 000 sol i ers who he thought 
would be needed to kee the eace. He is stron on the sub ·ect of America ' s 
non-in olve ent . 

0 hen sked whe therh thou ht that hi re uest of Prime Minister 
V Att ee f or 100 , 000 certificates woul be ranted , be aid he was ver 

ho eful . He lmows thi is onl the first ste· i n total olution. He 
de ied that Great Britain had asked the nited States to share i n the 
res~Jonsibilit • e refused to issue statemen . 

He th ugh that a Con ress Resolution m· t be el fu at the 
s cholo i ca moment . Will know better when rnes comes ack . Wou be 

c.d to see us again . Ve sboul see B rnes ~ en he returns. 



-

CONFIDENTIAL 

SU DAY, SEPTE~:BER 30 , 1945 

Great demonstr ation meeting in Madison S uare Garden . 70 , 000 
eople in and outsi de of hall . 

Governor Dewey t old me at the me eting tha t Proskauer had been 
in touch with Medallie to urge Dewey to tone dovm his speech and not 
refer to "Jewish Commonweal th ." Proskauer said he was uo i ng someone 
at the White House . 



CONFIDENTIAL 

THURSDAY , October 4 , 1945 

All da meeting of the Na tional Emer 6ency Confer ence in 1fashi ngton. 
500 del egates r epr esenting 40 states . elegates & 1 o their congressmen 
and senator s . 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 6 , 1945 

Sent a wire to ecretar of State B r nes who had j ust returned 
from London , asking fr an appoint ment . 



- CONFID:&~TIAL 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 19 1 1945 

Flew to New York. The State Department released President Roosevelt's 
letter to Ibn Saud. 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 20, 1945 

Meeting of plenum of Emergency Council. Votes unanimously to re-L~troduce 
congressional resolution subject to approval of Committee of Eight. 



CONFIDENTIAL 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 23, 1945 -- 11:00 A.M. 

In Washingt on . Wi se and I meet with Secret~r y of State Byrnes and present 
him with I emorandum . 

3 :00 P.M. 

Conference at which Memorandum released. 

4:00 P.M. 

Meeting with Senators Taft~ Brewster and Vandenberg in Senator 
Vandenberg 's office. Agree to have Taft and iagner call on the President 
and get his reac t ion to re-introducing t he resolution. 

5:15 P.M. 

Saw Senator Wagner. 



CONFIDENTIAL 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 24, 1945 

Spoke with Taft and Wagn er. They had seen the President and Secret ar y 
of State Byrnes. They have no objection to the introduction of t he resolution. 
They s uggest that we wait until Fri day because tomorrow ( Thursd.s.y) Bevin is 
likely to make a long awaited sta tement on Pales tine, suggesting that a joint 
commission representing Great Britain and t he United States be appoint ed to look 
int o the entire mat t er. 

Nagner and Taft anxious to introduce t heir resolution on Friday . 

Rabbi Thurman saw the President at 12:45. He went to Washington at our 
suggestion. 

Today is the big open air protest me ,~ting in Nev, York City. 

Spoke long distance with Sena tors · fagner and Taft. They had s een the President 
and Secretary Byrnes. Byrnes informed t hem that t hey wail:l not oppose the re-introduction 
of the congressional resolution, draft of which they showed :them. They asked th~t 
the ~enators wait until Friday before intro:lucing resolution because Bevin was likely 
to make statement on Thursday. Bevin would suggest a joing British and American 
cotunission to study the situation. 

Received also a report of Rabbi Thurruan's v-isit with President Truman 



Thursday. October 25 -

Spoke to Leo Sack, instructed him to s.ee Wagner and Ta.ft again and to impress 
upon them that the resolution is not to be introduced without first getting 
the signal from us. Sack conveyed the message to both Senators. 

Friday, October 26 - 11:30 A.M. 

Mr. Sack phoned from Senator Wagner's office stating that the Senator is 
determined to introduce the resolution immediately. He had spoken to 
Secretary of State Byrnes and Byrnes again told him to go ahead with t he 
resolution. I then asked to speak to Wagner and told him the,t he must 
delay the resolution until after our Monday's meeting in New York. I am 
committed by the ction of the World Zionist executives not to proceed with 
the r3solution before getting unani ous consent of the .American Committee 
of ~f tha t in f act I will have to resign if the resolution were introduced 
i mmediately. I told im that I~ not even be able to contact Dr. Wise 
and to read him the resolution because Dr. Wise was in Chicago at the 
convention of the Hadassah • 
. 
I told the Senator to get in touch with Dr. Wise immediately. He said 
he would. 

I i mmedia tely called Dr• Wise but by the ti!lle I reached him S&;1a tor Wagner 
had. been in touch with him. The Senator told Dr. ise that a had asked for 
a delay but Dr. vi se felt that in view of the article in the New York Times 
about the agreement between Great Britain and the United States that it 
would be very helpful to i ntroduce the resolution at once • . 

'/hen I reached Wise he told me of his conversation with Wagner.~ I reminded 
him of the resolution, tha t we must consult the Q,plill!littee of~. I also 
told him that neither he nor the Com.ittee of .I.i.ilhad seen the resolution 
which Wagner had i n troduced and I suggested to him that he get in touch 
immediately with Wagner and urge him not to introduce his resolution. He 
said that he would and he did phone his office but by that time the Senator 
was already on the floor of the Senate and had introduced his resolution. · 

Before reaching Dr. Wise on the telephone I aiso got in touch with Mr. Martin~ 
the secretary of Senator Taft and urged him to rush to the floor of the Senate 
and get Senator Taft to stop Wagner. 

I called Sena tor Wagner about 12:30 again and was informed by him that he had 
already introduced the resolution. I told him that I was deeply put out and 
felt very much embarrassed, that I might have to consider issuing a public 
statement. He persuaded me not to. He told me that he had spoken to Byrnes 
again. told him that the report in the New York Times was not true and that 
he, Wegner and Taft both felt that the introduction of the resolution at this 
time might be very helpful in bringing additional pressure on Great Britain. 
If we ish to consider changes in the wording of the resolution that might be 
done later on in the Committee. I requested him to telephone Dr. Wise and 
explain the situation. 



-

At 12:45 I called Dr. Wise. told hi~ of my conversation with W3 gner and 
read to him the text of the resolution. He thought it was a very good 
resolution, would be helpful at this time and we would explain to our 
people how it came to be introduced without their consultation. 

Rabbi Silver 



CONFIDENTIAL 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 29, 1945 

Emergency Committee and Committee of Eight approve of the Resolution 
which w&s introduced by Senators vagner, Taft and •:ialsh in the Senate 
on Friday, October 26. 



CONFIDENTIAL 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 30, 1945 

Wise and I serrl a telegram to t he President opposing t he Joint 
Commi ssion as reported in t he pres s on Friday , November 9. 



CONFIDENTIAL 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 1945 

V'1 eizmann arrives in t h e country. Emergency Com1cil asks Weizmann 
not to make any statement on landing in this country. I write letter on 
November 8 to the American members of Executive of Agency indicating what 
I regard Dr. ieizmann 1s role to be while he is in this country. 



CONFIDE! TIAL 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 1945 

Bevin makes his statement in Parliament announcing the creation of 
the Anglo-American Committee to investigate the Palestine problem. 



CONFIDENTIAL 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14, 1945 

The Senate Foreign Rel ations Committee takes up our Res ol.ution. 
Connally raises objection. Members of Committee feel t hat there should be 
anot her nwhereas" da.use referring t o t o the Anglo-Ameri can Committee. The 
Corr.mittee decides to appoint sub-committee of five to s ee Byrnes and a t tend 
to revision of tlesolution which is to be brought up at a s pecial meeting 
of t he Foreign Rel ations Committee of the uenat e next Monday . 

I spoke with Senator Taft in- Was hingtrn. He is hopeful about its 
passage. 



CONFIDENTIAL 

TUESDAY. APRIL 2 , 1946 5 :00 P .M. 

Saw Mr . Leon Blum at French Embassy in Washinton . He looks well ins ite 
of the things which he has been through . I discussed wi th hi m (a ) the question of 
the Muft i . Blum did not know that he was in Franc e . Urged close surveillance of 
Mufti l est he escape . Blum said that he would kee tha t in mind. 

Discussed the mat ter of Zionist '-ctivities in French territor y in North 
Africa . Re uested that there be no interfer ence with Zionist activities, Ha chsh~r ah 
and emi gration . Blum fe l t t hat we need have no fear on tha t score . I ex ressed 
the hope that at UNO , the Fr ench repr esentati ves would be in sympathy with our 
c~use if and when it is brou~ht up . Blum f elt that France would be fr iendly . 
DeGaulle had expressed f r iendshi before. 

We discussed the forthcomin re ort of the Anglo-American Committee of 
In uir . Blum fe l t there woul:l be dif f i culty w th Engl and . He asked about Dr . 
Wei zmann -- where he was . He had pr omised him t o visit Palestine this Spring . 
Ins tead he had to come to the United States "begging ." 

I l eft with him a document of t he Lebanese Habib J ose h Awad . 



CO FIDENTIAL 

PRIL 9, 1946 

I tele honed Geor ge Backer Tuesda afternoon, April 9t h , at the Ber kshi re 
Hotel , ew Yor k . He arrived from Europe on Saturday and gave me his ic t ure of the 
situation . The erican del egation is standing fi r m for 100,000 i mmi gr ants this 
current year . The British, while they would like to spread this fi gure over a number 
of years , are likel y to accept . 

The difference in the American r anks concerns bi- nat ionalism or partition . He had 
spoken to Ben Gurion who told him that while he is not prepared publicly \o come out 
for it , he wo uld accept partition on the basis of the Peel Repor t plus Galli l ee, plus the 
Negev . He believed that Shertok, Kapl an and Weizmann will a lso su _,ort it , that 80 to 
85 percent of the J ews of Palestine would accept it . The only ones who oppose it would 
be Magnes, the Mi zr achi and the Shomer Hazair . 

Crum , McDonald , Crossmu.11 and possibly Buxton are for partition . Re had t he ri ght 
t o f eel, he stated , that the Adminis t r ation is r epar ed to indicate its aJprova l of 
partition, and if it did , the other members oft e American dele tion would favor it . 
Re expressed the thought that much de ended on my osition in the matter. 

Bi-nationalism, Backer felt, would be a constant source of irritation . 

TELEPHONE CONVERSATION fl I TH WEISGAL 

On the same after noon Is oke to Weisgal . He had just eard f r om Shertok from 
Swit~erland. He infor med me that our War De artment had been asked who would ay the 
bill or the moving of the D.P .' s to Pal estine . The cost would be about $8 , 000 ,000 . 
The J .D. C. is pre ared t o send three to f our million for the transfer .1P ~eis al informed 
met' a t the President had sent a cable to J udge Hutcheson urging him to stand p't and 
to bring a unani mous American decision, a ositive report . ~~~ r eported that 
Shertok ex.f>ress ed t he t hou ht to him that if e cannot get a,,l\decision satisfactory 
to us that t he would prefer an I nt er im re~ort . 

I asked Weisgal to as Shertok t o tel e hone me directl y to Clevel and . 



CONFIDENTIAL 

THURSDAY EVENING , APRIL 11. 1946 

Shertok telephoned me fro Geneva, Switzerland . Said that we should 
contact Washi ng ton . Not to insist upon agreement among all the t welve members 
of the Anglo- American Committee of In uiry . Such a telegr am has gone f orth from 
the iihite House . Shertok al so sug ests no publicity or specula tive reports 
about attitudes of members of Commission . He thought that two favored par tititon 
and three bi-nationalism . I conveyed to him the r e uest of the Emergency Council 
to come t o the United St ates . He is unable to come to the United St ates . Must 
go to London and Pales tine first . 



CONFI ENT AL 

SATURD Y EVENING , APRIL 27 , 1946 

U on my return from the Aircraft Carrier Tarawa 7 I receiv d the re ' ort 
of the Anglo-American Commission on I n uiry from wr . Neumann . It was certainly 
f ar dif ferent frcm t.hat the advanced Jress released led one to believe . They 
j ustified all that I had said about it a few months ago . 

SUNDAY , APRIL 28 -- ;00 A.M. 

J ames G. McDonal d came to my room at the Commodore to have br eakfast 
with me . I gave him m frank react · on to the Report . I told him th,,t it was 
both bad and sad, and re resented a complete re udiation of the 6ionist progr am . 

e gave me some of the back0 rol.ll'ld of how the Re ort came to be written, what even 
worse recommendations the British had threatened to make . He was clearl most 
concerned about m· r eaction ....nd what I w .... s likely to say in publ ic about the 
Report . I told him that the President, in issuing the Report , should w~ke a 
statement a roving of the recommendation for the remova l of the one hun red 
thousand ref ugees to Palestine, the and and i.iu.1:.igration r ovisions, specifically 
calling attention that as far as long range Jol itical pol icies recommended by 
the Committee are concerned, thctt he would me r el take them under advisement 
for future stuiy . McDonald felt that that Wcl. S a v-va: out . 

SUN A Y, APRIL 28 - - 12 :00 oon 

Met with Mr . Crum at the St . Regis Hotel . S -ent three hours with him 
and again gave him my shar criticism of the Re or L. He s ent a reat ea 
of time ex l aining how it all hap ened . I told hlm ;,;hat t' .ou6 ht Presiden 

ruman ought to do . He too , agreed . In the cou se o the co ersation, he told 
me that the man whom the 0 olonial Office etnd the Foreign Office fer most in the 
world is Rabbi Sil ver . He also told me that the f ate o the Re ort was in m 
hands . 

At the t . Regis, Nelllilann 1,i,nd I drafted the statemant 1,hich we believed 
President Trumann should m&ke . 'N e left it with Mr . Crum . 

I called a meeting of the Emergency Council for the followin Monday . 

MONDAY , APRIL 29 , 1946 -

Crum and ~liahu Epstein honed me from David Niles ' office in Washinton . 
Crum had seen the President . The President would issue the Re or t. . e would 
like to have · ncluded a statement about the ~r otection of t he Hol places, to which 
I had no objection , of course . Crum a lso r equested me to indicate the kirid of 
a reaction we would make to the Re ort if the resident consented . - to him that 
I would tele hone back to him the text . 

I n the meantime the Erner enc Council was in session . I recounted to them all 
f ore oing , reas t o them the drat of the statement which Truman was to i ssue and al so 
the draf t of m s tatement re resenting what the Emerbency Council would issue . 

Certain r evisions in the text were suggested, but during the d:iscussion , another 



• 
telephone call came in from Nashington and McDonald said t hat the Pr esident 
would also like to have a sentence about the Arabs included in his statement . 
I objected to it , but said that I would t a e it up immediatel with the 
Committee and would let him know . The Committee sug ested some verbal changes 
in the sentence which McDonald had read to me , which chang s were acce ted by 
McDon~ld and Crum , to whom I a l so read the draft of w.r statement which had been 
a roved b our committee. The statement , 1'.r. Crum said , was statesmar1like and 
was entirely satisfactory . (See the attached draf t of the statement to be 
issued by the President and our statement, and also the original sentence about 
the Arabs and our revision of it . ) 

Eliahu E stein who was in Nashin ton in iles ' cffice all through these 
discussions said that he had s,;:>oken to Shertok.,, that Shertok strongly urged 
the pr ocuring of the statement from the President . E, stein thought that it 
would be an historic achievement and strongl y urged upon me to agree to it . 
Later in the af ternoon, wile attending the Executive meet ng of the ZOA, he 
again called me from Washington and congratulated me upon the arrangements which 
by then had been finally made . 

The pro osed statement of President Truman, which eumann an had trafted, 
was read b Dr . Hise before we ave it to Crum, and heap roved of it . 

arlier the same da I spoke to Ben Gurion over the tele hone to Lond on 
and he indicated that the Agen c would i ssue a statement approving of what was 
positive in th Report , but rejecting all its negative features . I told him 
that I am in com lete agreement with it . 



The sentence proposed by Mr. Crum and Mr. McDonald to be included in the 

President's statement read: "One of the most significant factors in the 

report is that it ensures complete protection to the Arab population of 

Palestine, not only their civil and religious rights, but also guarantees 

a constam.t improvement in their cultural, educational, and economic 

position." 

After bringing it to the Executive Commi<ttee, the foJ.lowing changes were 

r ecommended which were accepted by Mr. Crum. "One of the significant 

features of the report is that it aims to ensure complete protection to 

the Arab popula.tion by guaranteeing their civil and religious rights, a.n:i 

by recommending measures for a constant improvement in their cultural, 

educational aild economic position." 

AF.St jm 

4/29/46 



This is the statement which President Truman is to issue when he 

releases the report of the Anglo-American Committee to the press. The 

original draft was made by me and tl..r. Neumann, ap roved by Dr. Wise, 

and submitted to Mr. Crun. Mr. Crum, upon presenting it to the 

President, recol1l!!leilded the inclusion of the two sentences on the Holy 

places and on the Arab population. Mr. Crum also suggested the change 

from the words "the Qovernment" to the words "I will". Our own eOIDillittee 

suggested the inclusion of the words "am questions of international law" 

in the final sentence. 'l'he statement then will read as follows: 

"I em very happy that the request which I made for the immediate 

immigration of one hundred thousan:i Jews into Palestine has been unani­

mousl7 endorsed by the Ang~,Allerican Committee of Inquiry. The trans­

fers.nee of these unfortunate people should now be accpmpllshed with the 

greatest despatch. '!be protection and safeguarding of the Holy places 

in Palestine sacred to Moslem, Christian and Jew is adequately provided 

for. One of the significant features of the report is that it aims to 

ensure complete protection to the Arab population by guaranteeing their 

civil and religious rights, and by recommending measures for a constant 

improvement in their cultural, educational and economic position. I am 

also pleased that the Committee recommems in effect the abrogation of 

the White Paper of 1939, inclming existing restrictions on immigration 

and land ac4uisition to permit the further development of the Jewish 

National Horne. It is also gratifying that ·the report envisages the 

carrying out of la,r-ge-scale economic development projects in Palestine 

which womld facilitate further immigration and be of benefit to the 

entire population. In e:ldit&Dn to these immediate objectives, the 



... 

- 2 -

report deals with me.n, other questions of long-range political policies 

and questions of international ln which require careful study and which 

I will take under advisement." 

AHStjm 

4/29/ 46 



'1-Y 1, 1946 

I lei:irned from Emanuel Neumann who ,as told by Crum that on rlonda 
Bevin asked B rnes (the two are rueetin at the moment in Paris to ask the President 
no to issue a.ny stutement, thut Hutcheson like,'li.se ur ed him not to issue any 
statement, that Hutcheson likewise ur0 ed him not to issue u statement, but that rum 
and HGnegan ersuc.1 ed him to do so . 

.'EDNESDAY , ~.AY 1 , 1946 

Prime M"nister Attlee s oke in t,1e ,ouse of Commons and indic&ted 
1) that the Report wi 1 have to be taker- c1.s a ,1hole, 2 that t: e transf erence 
of the one hundre thousand refu ees v,ill be contingen u on the disa.rming of the 
Jews of Palestine, and 3 that tbe ritish will .vant to know first to whut exten 
t:_e United States i•." 11 be re ared to share in the mi.litar and financial responsibilities . 

There is a clear dissatisfaction on the ~art o tre British of Presiden 
ruman ' s statement and a desire to stall . 



ASSO A E POR 
HOUSE OF 

0 P Tu M I STER ATTLEE I S 
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ATE IBN I 

? 
11It is ~iear from the f G.cts resented in the report re uestin private 

armies maintaine in Palesti ne and from the recent activities that it wo~ d 

not be possible for the government of Pal estine to admit so l ~r ea body of 

immi ration unless and untiJ.- these formt...tions h1...d been dis · nded and the 

arms aurren ered . 

~s the Report oints armies constitute a danger to the 

eace of the v,orld and to exist . J ens and Ar abs in 

Palestine ali/te must disarm. he committee has dranw attention to the 

failure of the J e .ish Agenc to coo erate in ealin"' ,,i th this evil ~nd for 

expressing the view that the A;ency sho d at once resume ctivities and 

res onsible coo er1:.tion 'ith the mandatory po~;er . The British Government 

re ard as essential that t. e f-t enc' should take a ositive part in su ression 

of these activities . 

T~ey hope that both ewish and Arab lea ers will 0 ive council o 

patience and restraint. 

The British overnment and the United t~tes joint l y appointed the 

ommittee and t e Re ort is addressed to both overnments . 

The British Gove nment are now studyi ng it and wi l l consult with the 

United States as sooh as ossi ble . 

The Re ort must be considered a a whole in a its implica tions . 

Its execution ,muld entail very heavy, immediate an lon -term commitments . 

The British Government wish to be satisfied that they will not be called 

u on to implement the policJ which would involve t..~em single-handed in such 

commitments and in th.J course of a joint evaluation the.; HXgR wish to 

ascertain to hat extent the United States .~ill be re ared to share 

the resultin additional military and fin ncial res onsibilities . 



CONFIDENTIAL 

MAY 6, 1946 

Herbert Fierst speaking for Dean Acheson telephoned me this morning saying 
t hat Acheson is calling confidential conference to discuss the influx of Jewish 

- refugees from Eastern Europe into the American zone in relation to the Anglo­
American Committee. He invited me to attend. Others invited c1.re Wise, Monsky, 
Proskauer, Warburg, Mrs. Epstein and Judge Rifkind. I requested Mr. Emanuel 
Neumann to substitute for me at the meeting. 



MEMORANDUM - GOLDMANN 1S VISIT 

MONDAY - August 5, 1946 

Cable from N.G. to meet him in New York. Arriving with instructions from 
Paris . (See Cable) 

TUESD1iY - August 6, 1946 

Fly to New York from Plymouth. N.G. came to Commodore at 4:cO P.M. Shows 
me instructions of (V.) and gives me background. Leave together by plane for 
Washington, arriving at 7:30. 

9:00 P.M. meet in my room St~tler. N.G. 
(Neumann, Akzin, Epstein, (Cohn, et. al). Agr ee 
s trategy to press for short-term i mplementation, 
is suggested by other~, we should inform them of 

repeats his story to group 
not to urge par. 2, but 
if out of discussions, partition 

G Par. 2. N •• agrees. 

Invite him to meeting of Zionist Emergency Council tomorrow - 4: 00 P.M. 

WEDNESDAY - August 7, 1946 

N.G. does not contact me all day. Does not ask me to go with him to any 
officials. 

4:00 P.M. Meeting of Executive - - ,lait for N.G. t ~10 ho-urs. 

When he arrived, he again told his mission. Executive discusses it. I 
summarize, along line of previous evening. N.G. concus. (See Minutes.) 

He did not tell meeting that he had already seen Acheson and urged partition. 
Nor does he inform me that he is to see Crum with Niles l ater that evening for 
same purpose. C. informs me that N.G. is planning to write letters to President. 

THURSDAY - August 8 1 1946 

Epstein disturbed at N.G. independence and secretive action. 
meet with N.G. at 5:00 P.M. which I decline. 

Asks me to 

Breakfast 1.vith Monsky. He will see Pa tterson at his invitation and Clark. 

Meetings of Anglo-American Committee members and Grady Committee going 
on. They (Anglo-American) unanimous in offering Grady report. 

FRIDAY , August 9 , 1946. 

Receive cable from Mizrachi t o cooperate with N.G. Reply (See Cables). 

Committee ends sessions. Informed that t heir report is "dead." 

Leave by plane 5:00 P.M. Land in Newark. Wait for Bos ton connections. 

Phone Crum at 7. Tell me situation is bad. Report t hat President may 
accept Grady report with slight modification. I change my .lane and fly back 
to Washington arriving 11:00 P.M. 



MEMO - Goldmann's Visit 2. 

SATURDAY August 10, 1946 

Epstein phones. Akzin had s poken to him. Wi ll not reveal to me what 
N.G. has done in Washington. Or es me t o telephone N.G. Crum phones Proskauer 
in Lake Placid. Gets story. President is now for partition and a Jewish 
State . Acheson will urge it in name of our Government. 

Around noon Manson phones. N.G. had been in touch wi th Lourie. Disturbed 
by story in "Times" that President wi l l a ccept "decision" with slight changes 
in Grady Plan. Later Lourie phones me. I asked him whether N.G. had told him 
what he did in Washington . Answer - No. I tell Lourie to tell N.G. that, 
not knowing the facts and not wishing to do anything that mi ght be at cross­
purposes , I am l eaving Washington in afternoon. 

At 2:30 N.G. telephones from Fire Island. Reported, elaborating on what 
C. had learned from Proskauer. He had seen the proposal w ichAcheson and 
Henderson were to make to Britain with approval of Pres i dent. Peel Report 
and Negev - Jewi sh State - Acheson was for a Jewish State now. Acheson had 
phoned F.C. to that effect. N.G. had suggested that a statement should now be 
issued f or public is waiting on pr ogress of negoti ations. Pres. had also 
spoken to Patterson (N.G. and Proskauer went t here together) . Is not sure 
t hat Brita i n will accept. 



CONFIDENTIAL 

LETTER OF PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT TO SENATOR WAGNER 

As you know, I am away for a few more days . Here is the only trouble 
about addi tional act i on i n either house. There are 1/2 m. J ews . Beside~ 
another million who want to go t here of all shades , good , bad , indifferent. 

On the ot he r side of the pic ture t here 70 M. moslems out to cut their 
throats . I want to avoid a massacre. 

Anythin said or done over her e will add fuels to t he f l ames. 

I hope at t his ·uncture no branch of our government will ~ct . 

Everybody knows what American hopes ~re . If we t alk about them 
too much we will hurt (?) purpose . 



L 

I T E · rr . Ts A~~·s 0 

October 20 , Ju46 10:3C 

r · tish AI:. in mc..shin ton. ece .·tion ver c or ia. 
ord I nvercca not seem to be inc mJlet a ree~ent ith 

olicy of the e e recat d t~ s. ootiug oft e 
e . .-on er ·• ethe n,w1 o e &l imn. · r .. nts comlrg to aifa 

~ ere rea -- not refu ees but t .os com.in from ,ounic..n · r.. , un.;.:: , etc . f he ha 
had his ,,a~ •• woul hc:..ve c.. m.:.tted the unrired thousand at once ::: n [' lowe the 

ews to take full res on "bilit . e did not t ink that t e nited tates ~as doin 
enou h f or the imm.i·ration of refu ees . e felt th&t the Zionists s ould o to 
t e ondon onf ere ce even i the A enc basi · n rcce l ted . he Governmen 
is not coomi te to a e·; · sh ta te . he f .s.nd have no bee 
on the i dea , but they do understan the e·,vis 1... tion& theme . o 
Governmen is not closed . f t e J evrn in r ea t Bri ain could come to an a reement 
the i aht kin of solution , hi overnmen , he felt wou o t .rou with it regar 
of the Arabs . here i no in to be list in oin to th Confer ence even if the· 

on:'ere e ""ils . 

t e 
on 
ess 

I asked that the A6enc - members be s t free from a rune to em.b e the Agenc 
to go to the on erence and as indi cating a new turn in re ~tions · • he Am assa or 
was ske tica of the solder-min -- t e militar , in their reaction 
to the ro osal . e thou ht that concernin e3t n i lee we oug .t t o be ab e 
tone otiete vr.i.tr tJ:ie Arabs (or with Abdu lab. m i e i n ,\'hut he sai waste 
thought that the -e!$ev mia t be i nc uded ir,. the J e·,i sh &rea . e assumed t hat we 
would have no ob"ection t o the British havin some air basest ere . He ;:.:-as 
convinced that the ews were not ~nti- r i t ish. 



CONFI ID I AL 

MEMO~ UM - October :3 , 946 

Dr. Wi se had been to see the Presii en in the com an of ,ir . Lehm~ 
on Thursda- , e tember 19. r . Car Sherm n , with whom I s 
situation, had int ereste himsel in the matter and ha seen ,r . i t z atrick 
and . r . an o the e ocratic Part • I t was the , w o had arranged the 
meetin . uv ·m had made an a ?Ointment f or me to meet ·t Mr . Fitz ~trick 
at Dem ratic Hea uarters i n ew York , . an so the meet· n e vr . 
iles had a hand in the final arrangement s to h~ve see the 

President . Wise t wice asked me to call a meeting o the Emergenc Council 
to re~ort on hi s meetin with the Presi · ent . Due to the holida s , the Executive 
id not meet until Tuesda evening, October 1. But a t tis meetin , after 

much hesitation , Wi s e finall announced that he cou d not make a re ort at · 
them eti because t e conversa tion was so ver- confidential. I met Wi se after 
the meeting at t:1e Biltmore otel aft r e aeting and he told me ·vhat the 
conversat · on was about . Heh· explained to the President the eeling of 
the ews about the inactivit of the J ews in the Demo ratic Part- . He stated 
that furt er romises iOU be of no value and that the Zi onists «ere expectin 
acti on , etc. Dr . Wi se a i ed t o te- me '"l'hat the Pres i 'ient said . Evidentl 
t ':.e Presi ent said nothina . He sh owe me the dra t of a etter which ehman 
,Vas to send t o the resi ent sur:unarizin their r e resento.tions to him . This 
l etter asked t he Pres ident to ut the authorit of the Government aggressivel 
behind t he Agenc artition scheme which the State e ~rtment seemin ly 
a roved of. 

During the week , mr . Crum honed me stat · er h<t he had been in touch 
v1ith anne an and that he had ur ed u on the res ident through anne6an to ask 
Great Bri ta ·n to start i mme iate ~· with the transporta tion of the children an 
the aged and sick from the concentr~ti on cams as the first ste , etc . I 
ex ressed ID' seri ous concern about thi s ro osal an l a t er on I re uested Mr. 

eumann to communicate with Crum, · hie he did . 

A memo was t en drc..fted b Mr . Crum in ,vhich he i ncor orated what we wanted the 
Presi ent to do, namely , throw the ower o the Government behind t he Agency pro osals 
seei n that the Government ap.,:iroved of t hem, and that Ne are no onger in osition 
to ask for more in r• ashi ngton, and a t the same time ask for the moving o the 
hundred thou an as the i rst ste i n the realizati on int e rogram . 

his afternoon ~r . Eli ahu E stein honed and stat e that he had been 
reliabl i nf ormed that the President wou d i ssue a sta tement tomorrow outlinin 
~hat t he Administration has done for Palestine during t he ear . I told Mr . E tein 
to tel e hone :r . iles an t tell him that unles s the statement vi orousl calls 
for action and is the index of a real determina tion on the art of our Administrati on 
to bring about ~esults , that I would r am tl attack the resident ' s statemen . 

e ·,vould not fall for the bait on the eve of another e ection . Mr . E stein said 
tha t he would commun · cate ~i th Mr . iles i mmediatel . 

This morni ng Oscar Cox honed and told me that he had been asked to draft 
a statement f or the President. I to d him that statements are no goo . What we 
want i s action, th"'t the . e,7S be in moving into Palestine . 



CONFIDENTIAL 

OCTOBER 4, 1946 

The President issued today a fifteen hundred word statement on 
Palestine reviewing the Administration's efforts during the year strongly 
urging Mr. Attlee to allow "substantial immigration" immediately into the 
country and saying that the American people would back the Agency proposal for 
partition. 

This was clearly the result of the pressure on the Administration from 
all sides. I doubt the value of this statement. It would have been much better 
if the President had carried on intensive diplomatic negotiations with London 
rather than issue a public statement. It has all the earmarks of another 
pre-election maneuver. 



CONFIDENTIAL 

R 1 , 1946 

Eliahu E stein phoned me from Washin t n and asked me to speak over the 
telephone to Mr . Edgar Mowrer who was in his office. Mowrer su ested that I 
get ei ht or ten Repub icans to address letters to Secretar B rnes now that 
Byrnesis to discuss the Palestine situa ion with Bevin . I ex ressed to hi m and 
to Mr. E stei n m hesitanc in the matter in view o the f act that I do not wish 
to seem tres assin on the work of the ewish Agenc , that I had not been contacted 
by Mr. Ben Gurion who has been in the countr two weeks . Mr . Epstein ur ed me to 
go ahead sa·ing this was urel an American matter . 



co 

AY . l ovember 14. 1946 -- 10 : 30 - 11 : 30 A.ti, 

At his rooms at the Hotel Penns l vania , met w· th Senator Vandenberg . nd 
a long frien 1, chat about the whole situation since the elections and since the 
Re ublicans came into control of Congress . He unjerstan s full that the 
Re ub ican leadershi must now assume j oint res onsibilit with the ~dministration 
for the solution of the Palestine problem . He drafted a letter while I was there 
to B rnes in ·mich he told hi m that he as glad that Byrnes will not personall 
devote himself to the Palestine ro lem, hat he f eels th,, t this matter is nav 
ver urgent , that t his ma be the l ast chan e . He knew of the A enc roposal. 
He himself was alwa s or artition as a solu ion of the roblem . He had been 
reat im ressed by the Peel Re ort . He i s for a democratic an via le J ewish 

state in which all men ~~11 enj o e ual it rear less of race or creed . If the 
Unite States Government is repared to move forwar aggressivel in this direction 
it can count u on his fullest su port . He also said that he would have dinner 
with B rnes on Sunda an hat he would go to tovm :,;ith im on the subject . 

I tee hone Senator rester and i ormed him of m conversation wit 
c.nden erg. I also telephone Sena or Taft who was out . The enator &lled 

me acK on Monda , lovembe 18 . I tol him of m' conversation wi h Van. enberg 
an what rewster sai about B mes, name that B rnes c. to him ha he 
~as in favor of the Jews oing bac to their origina homes six·months ago 
an that he ,ms st · 1 in avor of it . 1 ex ressed the f eelin to Senator Taft 
that Byrnes . is the wec.o.k link in t he ·nhole chain . thought that i .t wou d be 
hel ful if coul have a ~iet chat with the Secret~ry of State. Hes i d that 
he would communicate w· h yrnes . 

94 

Senator Taft called me in the morning a said that he ha ed to Byrnes , 
that B rnes would be leased to see me sometime duri a the week an asked that 
I inf orm him where I can be reached duri ~ the week . I sent the lowin tee ram 
to Secretar Byrnes at the Waldorf Astoria : "Senator Taft telephone me that 

ou would be pl Jased to see me someda this weeK at our convenience. I am 
deepl grateful for the o ortunity . I can be reached at The Tern e Clevel and , 
Ohio al week . !Ji telephone number is Rando ph 822 . Kindest Regards . 11 

At :00 A •• the British Amba sador , Lord Inverchapel tele hone me an 
sai hat 5r . Bevin wou d like to see me again and coul I come on 'Vednesday 
mornin at 10:00 o ' clock. 



MEMORANDUM November 26, 1946 

When I called on Senator Vandenburg at the Hotel Pennsylvania 
on Thursday, November 14, he drafted a letter to Secretary of 
State Byrnes in which he said that he had seen in the news­
papers that the Secretary had finally decided to take over 
the Palestine matter into his ovm hands. He was glad that it 
was so. That while the responsibility was still the 
Secretary's and the Administration's, he could not resist the 
impulse to tell him that he was on the trail of a possible 
settlement at long last unless the situation was to go from 
bad to worse. This might be the last chance. 

The only possible answer under existing circumstances is a 
satisfactory partition, with the Jews being given a viable 
democratic state which will at last approximate their long­
time pledged rights in which, of course, there w-111 be 
complete racial and religious equality of freedom. He 
respectively urged that Byrnes should consider whether our 
Government should not put every possible emphasis upon the 
necessity of solving this problem, and he would welcome an 
opportunity of supporting an affirmative and positive action 
on the part of our Government. 



CONFIDENTIAL 

MONDAY, JANUARY 6, 1947 

Saw Lord Inverchapel in the morning from 10 to 11. Explained to him the 
resolutions of the Basle Congress . Told him that a new situation can be created 
which would make it pos sible for us to attend the conference either by word i.e., 
acceptance by Qreat 8ritain of the principle of jewish statehood or by way of an 
act beginning to move the refugees from the D .P. camps and the sending immediately 
of three or four boatloads to Palestine. He said th the would transmit to London. 

At four o'clock met with Secretary of 0tate Byrnes. A lso told him about the 
Congress and also suggested what I had told to lnverchapel. He thought well of the 
idea and said that he would get in touch with the British Embassador. 

In the evening I addressed the big Mass meeting in Manhattan Center at which 
1 repor ted on the Congress. Splendid enthusiasm at the gathering. 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 7, 1947 

Heard from Emanuel Neumann from Switzerland by telephone and from Shertok in 
London. Effort is being made to have informal talks with British Government outside 
of the framework of the London Conference. I reported t o Sha-tok my conversations 
with Lord Inverchape l and Byrnes. Also received cable from Ben-Gurion in Paris giving 
gist of conversation with Creech-Jones. 

In t he afternoon met with Fanny Holzmann. Drafted cable to Williams of 10 Downing 
Street. 



-

CONFIDENTIAL 

Friday , January 10 2 1947 at 1:30 PM. - Mr. Shertok called from London 

They were informed that, inasmuch as we had decided not to go t o t he London 
Conference and the Government was unable to accept our conditions, informal meetings 
be held with the GoverD!lent to discuss the situation, without refer ence to the 
London Conference. The date suggested was January 22. The meeting is to be 
held in the Colonial Office, to be attended both by the Colonial Minister and by the 
Foreign Minister. He suggested that I should come on for the raeeting. 

Shertok is leaving for America tomorrow and will arrive either Sunday or Monday. 
He plans to remain here five or six days. He had spoken with Neumann, who is going 
on to London right away. He has als o informed all the members of the Executive. 

Rabb i Gold is on his way t o America. He had spoken to Goldie ~yerson in Jerus alem. 
Ther e is a lull ther e but she is not sure how long the truce will be maintained. 

At 2:45 P.M. I sent t he following Cable to Mr. Shert ok: 

"The date you mentioned in your conversa tion so close to date of formal meeting 
a s to lead to misinterpretation and confusion. I had hoped that informal 
discussions could be held prior to announced date. If not they should be 
postponed to later date when they would e clearly dis sociated from the 
announced conf'erence. Regards. (Signed) Silver" 



, 
CONFIDENTI AL 

SATURDAY - FEBRUARY 1 , 1947 

Leo Sack phoned from Washington . He had had a conversation with 
Lo Hen erson who re~orted that Acheson h~d called in the British Ambassador 
four days ago and told him that the Onited States wants a decision on Palestine 
nor , that it f avors artition, that it is o osed to cantonization that we 
would find it easier to sup· ort rtition than an other lan, that it wants 
a considerable amount of i mmigration now and mor e later, that i will not 
send fa.DY troo s. Great Britain must take the res onsibility . Jhe is 
reared to s ort the l an and give it considera le su port . That England 

m t take the res onsibilit . 

Late in the afternoon Is oke with Emanuel Neumann in t ondon . Conveyed 
to h"m the re ort of Leo Sack . Asked hi to see Ben Gurion and ke sure 
that the Haganah is not use to fight the Ir un and thus start civil war . 
Also re eated to hi the thought that our representatives should not pro ose 
arti ion at the next meeting with the British re resentatives but wait for 

them to make proposals . Told him that I was to see Marshall and Vande r burg 
on Tuesday . 



CONFIDErTIAL 

MO DAY , FEBRUARY 3 , 1947 

Visited the new ambassador to Great ritain , 1r . Gardner 1 at the State 
De artment in connection wi th his depart ure fr England . 

Mr . Gardner d ·ed on Thursday~ Februar 

TUESD AY, FEBRUARY 4. 1947 11:45-12 :15 

Called on the new Secretar of Sta te , Mr. Marshall. Asked him -;vhat t he 
position o the Ame rican Government i s in connection with the London Conference. 
He asked me whether he could trust me and whether the information would be kept 
out of the press . The American Government had been contacted by London and London 
was inf ormed (1) that the knerican Government f avor s .artition y ( 2) immediate 
transf erence of the hundred thousa · d . 

I spoke to hi m about the r aid deterioration of the situation in Pales t ine 
and the thr eat of mar tial hw, and re uested that the American Government intervene . 
I found Marshall friendl and desirous to be hel ful. 

TUESDAY , FEBRUARY 4 , 1947 -- 2 :00 P.M. 

Called on Senator ·andenberg . He stated that he had jus t had luncheon with 
Marshall at which the sit ation of Palestione was touched on and Marshall had said 
to him that on t hat subject th ey s hould be in c om. lete accord because the Sta te 
Department had been uided in its present position b the letter Nhich Van enberg 
had written t o Secreta r of State Byrnes l a te in Nave ber . 

Senator Vandenberg re re tted that he had no~ t ouched on t he Pales tine 
r oblem when hes oke on the International Forum in Cleveland. I told him that t his 

is the time for him to de.clare hi s position in publ ic . Be said that he would seriously 
consider my sug esti on and would let me know. He was s ending to Marshall immediately 
a cop of his letter to Byr nes with a cover · ng let t er . 

EDNESDAY , FEBRU ARY 5 2 1947 - 1: 00 P .M. 

Luncheon with Loy Henderson at the Willard . Nothing new. Re uested h · m 
to get the State De artrnent to inter vene in the situation in Pa lestine which has 
developed f oll owi r:gthe ult imatum of the mii· tar . He f elt tha t London would pr obably 
pro ose a s a fi rst r o osa l a modified Grady-Morrison scheme . 'Ile discussed the 
atti tude of the Arab states to partition and of I bn daud to ~ionism. He felt t ha t 
Gr eat Britain wold ult i mate l y send the Pales tine uesti on t o UNO, but he did not 
know whether that would be following an announced solution by Great Britain or 
before. He himself had been o osed to t he Gr ad Plan . He sug ested that I see 

Acheson, that people had misrepresented me and my osition t o cheson . 



CONFIDENTIAL 

WEDNESDAY , FEBRUARY 5 , 1947 - 4 : 30 P .M. 

Saw Senator Brewster . He ag- eed ~~th me that the Republican l eadership 
should s eak u i mmediatel y and make its posit ion known . 



CONFIDENTIAL 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 1947 --3:45-4: 30 P.M. 

Interview wi t h Dean Acheson at St ate Department. I referred to my 
conv ers ~tion with Secret ary · ar shall and what he sa i d was attitude of American 
Gover nment. I called attention to t he f act that t he British proposal s are a 
rejection of t he American attitude. I asked what t he Government int ends t o do now.· 
He t hought t hat negotiations had not yet been entirely abandoned, that t he Ar abs 
irer e still in London. (He was wrong -- t ha t very afternoon t he papers published 
a statement t ha t officially neogitiations of Devin ended in a br eak-down). He 
f elt t hat t he discus s ion should continue. 

l asked hi m what would hc;.ppen t o t he refugees if t he mat t er wer e t urned over 
t o t he Assemby of t he {JN which was not likely t o meet unt i l Sept e .ber. He t hought 
th1:l. t an increase i n i n:mi gr ati on was indica ted. He was r at her hopeful about it. 

He t hought t hat &. five-year trus teeship would mean five year s of continued 
unrest and struggle and he deprecated i t . He said that he would get in touch with 
t he Br itish Embassador about t he i mmi gr at ion schedule . 

I took occas i on to set hi m right about many mi srepresenta t i ons concerning 
myself to which he had been subjected, my attitude towar ds Great Br ita.in, extremism, 
and t he reas ons f or my opposition t o t he parti tion proposal s of t he J ewish Agency . 
,e r ef erred time and again to Gr ea t Br i t a ins pro bl ems in t he Mi ddl e East, impl ying 
t he Hus si an pr oblem, of course. He did not f eel th::::.t official represent ation to 
Gr eat r itain a t t hi s t L~e would be helpful. He referred t o t he f act t hat Gr eat 
Br itain was , after all, respons i ble for Pal es t ine t o which I replied that Grea t 
Bri t ain had never asked for America 's political or militars; a i d , and t hat economic 
a id bad been romised by our Gover nment. I told him that t he so-called t err or in 
Pa l estine could not be checked unle ss l a r ge-s ca le i mmigration began at once. 
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1947 - 3:00 P.M. 

Spoke by telephone to Governor Dewey in Albany. Discussed with 
him Devin's statement before the House of Commons and the need for liberalizing 
immigration to Palestine. Asked f or his advice. He mentioned Vandenberg and 
Taft. I told him of the action both Taft and Vandenberg have taken. I suggested 
t hat he mi ght wish to get in touch with ,arshall. He said that Marshall is not 
lis tening to Republicans these days. He did not consult Dulles and it is 
d oubtful if he would ask Dulles to go along with him t o Moscow. Bi-partisan 
arrangement may not be working out under Marshall. He would, however, contact 
Dulles as soon as he gets ba ck from Mexico and ask him what can be done in 
t he situation. He wi ll also consult some of his other friends about it. 
He thought tha t Taft ought t o build a f ire under Vandenberg and have the 
l eader s peak in the name of t he R~publican Party . 

~arlier in t he day, Col . J ulius Klein of Chic ago called and 
said he had made an appointment f or me with Secretar y Patterson next 
Tuesday at one o'clock. 



CONFIDENTIAL 

TUESDAY - FEBRUARY 25, 1947 -- 1:00 P. M. 

Had luncheon with Secretary of Har, Patters on, at the Pentagon 
Building. Found him very sympathetic, intelligent and well-informed on t he 
problem of the DP 1 s. Asked for his cooperation in pressing for relaxation of 
t he i mmigration schedule to Pales t ine. He said that he would cont act a isain 
the 0 t a te Department on t he subject. He as waiting for Mr. Hoover's report. 

WEDfESDAY, February 26 1 1947 

In view of Mr. Bevin's speech in the House of Commons where he 
attacked the President and held him responsible for wrecking Bevin's Palestine 
negotiations, considerable action had to be taken in Nashington. 

5:00 P.M. 

At tended the Senate where 0enators Brewster and Barkley spoke on 
Bevin and Senators Taft, Magnusson, Hatch participated in t he discussion. 

7:00 P.J\Ji. 

Dinner at the· ayflower arranged by Senator Brewster to meet Newman 
and myself. Fifteen senators in a ttendance. Amon them, eight me bers of the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee. Among thos e present were Vandenberg , 
George, Hatch, Pepper, Ives, iiley. very helpful discussion took pl ace 
at this dinner. 

THURSDAY , FEB~UARY 27, 1947 

uovernor Dewey ?honed me t his morning to Cleveland. Sa i d t hat he 
had spoken t o Dulles . Dulles promised to dis::.uss our case favorable both 
with · arshall and Bevin in Mos cow. The Moscow Conference will be held in 
a fortn i ght. 



CONFIDENTIAL 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 16, 1947 - 4 P.M. 

Saw Loy Henderson in the State Department. Present also Merriam, Wilkins 
Vidal(?). Discussed the subject of referral of Palestine issue to ON. State 
Department hoped for a short s ecial session with a restricted agenda t o the 
a pointment of t he committee. There were various proposals as t o t he com osition 
of t he committee. The issue was not settled. U. S . leaned to a small neutral 
committee excluding English and Ar ab States, and by implication also· all the other 
big powers including t he U.S. 

I r aised the uestion of Jewish repr esentat:bn. H. thought ther e was n~rit 
although the legal formula was not yet cl ear which would mak it possible. America 
is not inclined to take initiative or to pres s its solution until after the committee 
will have rendered its recommendations. The American Government still stands on the 
policy announced by the President on October 4. He felt that i n the interim ending 
final decis i on immigration should be r elaxed but doubted whet her the American 
Government is pre ared again to make official repr esentation on this score. He 
was sure that Marshall had not discussed the Palestine mat t er with Bevin in Moscow. 
He deeply regretted the execution of Uruner and t he other men. 

The british may not be ver earnes t qbout referring the matter to t he ON. 
But they better be. They may have tried to put the baby a t the door of some other 
nation, but t hey will not be able to defy the decision of the UN. 

THURSDAY , APRIL 17, 1947 -- 10 A.M. 

Saw Senator Vand enberg at his office. Spent an hour with him. Discussed 
t he matters as with r. Henderson. He gave me much the same information t hat 
Henderson bad. He still feels that our Government s hould press when the e comes 
for partiton as t he only possible solution. I proposed to him t he idea of having 
t he Foreign Relatbns Committee of t he enate write t o the Secret ary of State drawing 
attention t o t he r esolution adopted by Con~ress etc. He was not pr epared to declare 
himself on the subject although he felt that the res oluti on was no longer practical 
politics . He t hought that we should see the President and bring pressure on him so 
t hat the U.S. would take an active art. The President would t hen contact, he was 
sure, the Democratic leadere of New York to find out how the Jews felt about it. He 
himself had stated his position and he stood by it. 

Prior to my l eaving Washington, at 2:00 P.M. Is oke to Senator Brewster who 
had just returned from Palestine. We agreed that a letter be sent b the senators 
who visited Palestine to the State Depar tment urging i mmediate immigra tion 
relaxation. 



19 , 947 - 2:1 

ntervie- with Mr • • en e son at the tate De t )rior torn 
interview with -r . Mar all . Criticize the attit e Govemmen in 
not assisti O the Gommittee of n m.r o the United ut ·on b, in . icatin 
what i s ~resent osi ion on P~ estine i s an to what extent our Gover ent 
is re ar to i lerr:ent the rec om,..,en at· ons of t his speci a l commit tee . 
i called h"s atten ion t o similar ositions taken in the ~st , technical y 
and for~~ cor~ect , but thorou hl unsoun ~ such as tea ointoen o the 

rad, Cammi sion, the ear y :.titu e o the • S . de egation a , an 
i n icated that our Government ip f oll o -n0 s i ilar unsoun line now 
vhic . w·111ate onbrin own retcrit: ci m onit . r . Henerson 
was rather cl ose-mouthed and in icated t ·tour Gov rnm nt woul be re are 
to · resent i s v · e ,s v;hen the Committe o n •uir wou d a k for it. It i 
not want to tct e the intitiative lest the im· ression be ~i ven +hat the 
recommendations that w-11 be of t he U.S . ma~ing . The 
olic is not etc sug este and he did no t 1ink that h 

British had an- r - ed on . 

T E 19 , 1947 - 2: 30 P .M. 

I nterv · e, with Mr . Marsha 1 last45 c..bout 20 rni nu es . eft a 
randum v. ith i m e aborat · _ u on the ar ent hich I m""de to 

en erson , an al so ct · scu sed the subjec rith him. e stat d t.at the 
su · ect of Pa estir1 ~as very much in the o our Gover ent , . u tat 
t e ov mm nt cannot fo ulate o announ e unerica ' s osi i on def "nitivel· 
until certain thi wo rY-ed out , . res ~bl o ir: er n~t · na_ im ort . 

e di nots ecif 'ht these certain thing But the Goverill".en 
','Vill not confront with an, f a i "' accom li. He will invite us before 
long for a full discussion . i attitude was frien l . 

hat ame evening, l re orted the in rview 1iith .r • . arsha 1 
to Sumner ti'elles who sai he ,ou d see , r . Hen erson ov r t. e ee -en • 



, 
,CONFIDE TIAL 

_TQESDAY, OCTOBER 7 - - 6-7 : 30 P. · • 

eeting · ith Colonia l Secretary Arthur Creech Jones a t t he home 
of l iss Fanny Holtzman - - 24 E. 64 . 

A cordial and frank discussion took place. Kr. Creech-Jones 
e xpres s ed t he t hought t ha t no 2/3 vote on t ' e maj ority r eport was 
a t pre sent in si ght. He t ~ought t hat t he Ar abs and J ews shoul d 
make ano t her try to t a l k t h i ng s over among t hems el ves in view of 
t he new situa t i on which has been created by the Bri tish ~nnouncement 
of withdr wal . · e was not clea r in hi s mind on wha t basis t his 
new dis cussi on should t ake pl a ce. He sugge s ted t hat t her e a re 
s erious differences among t he Ar abs t hems elves, refer ring to King 
Abdullah . •~ stres s ed t ime and a gain t hat Grea t Britain wil l get 
out of Palest i ne and t ha t pl ans already a r e on t he way f or evacua tion . 
Grea t ritain is anxious t o get quick and decisive action a t t his 
As sembly. It is not s parring f or delay . 

Grea t ritain is not yet r eady t o indicate wha t it would do 
by wa of i mplementation if t he ma jority r e port is adopted but he 
gave a broad hint tha t hi s Government ay cooperate in cas e t he 
ajori ty repor t i s ap~roved. 

mong other t hi ngs , e said t hat Mr. Bevin i s not opposed to 
part i t ion , t 1at 'r. Beeley is not t he policy-maker on Pa les tine. 
His role should not be over-es ti a ted. 

I s poke t o him, among ot er t hings, of t he desire to continue 
on t h e friendli es t terms wi t h Great ~ritain 1ft er t he Jewish St a te 
i s s et up , as a tradi tion of rnndship bet ween t wo peopl es which 
has been un ort un qtely seriously marred by t he e f orts of t he 1 s t 
few years. I al s o su 0 ested to him t ha t t he report of t he UN 
offers t he on e pos s ibility _or t he grea t power s t o unite on any one 
i s sue before t he UN. This wouhl enormously add to t he prestige of 
t he ON which is in dange r of being undermined by t he hopless 
wr angling and division which has developed between tl:e grea t pov:ers 
on ever y is sue before t he UN. r. Creech-Jones seemed t o be 
i mp r es s ed by both of t he se sta tements of rrind. 



CONFIDw TIAL 

TuURSDAY, OCTO BER 1, 1947 -- 10:30 A.~C. 

Colonia l Secretary Creech-Jones called on me at my 
ro om at the Commodore and spent 40 minut es with me following up 
t he l ine of discussion of October 7. I was particular ly anxious 
to ~ake sure t hq t his .address before the UN scheduled forthat 
afternoon should no t ' e critica l of t he 1 ~ port , nor of the position 
oft e U. &. Governrrent, nor t hat it shoul give the impress ion 
tha t after t i1 e withdra 1 of British forces chaos will result 
t he ·eby creating a ood of panic among t he d9lea a tes. On all 
t hese matters , Creech-Jones r e-assured rre. The rr.eeting was mos t 
cordial. Our conversation of l as t eek wa s evidently forwar ded 
to London and t he Cabinet eeting v~ ich followed authorized 
Creech- Jones to adopt a more rro l erate and cons tructive line which 
vas re lected in t ne s peech which he delivered t hat afternoon. 

I asked him to reread his speech wi t h an eye of its 
total Bff ect on t he li st ernes t o t he addre ss to rr.ake sure th t E 
would be construc tive rather t h n critical a nd non-cooperative • 
. e indicated t hat t e british Cabinet rhile not adopting a 
r e s olution in f avor of t he ma j ority report ·ndicated t ha t it would 
not opnose such a sol 1tion if ap~roved by ~he UN an that Grea t 
Britain i ght as s un:e a share in t he implerrentati on . 



CONFIDENTIAL 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23 , 1947 -- 11: 30 .M. 

Governor Dewey tel ephoned me from lb ny . He had tried to reach me 
t he ni ght before. He said t hat he had been in t he last 24 hours t hat 
t he U.S. Government i s not only not helping , but is aFparently s i tting 01 its hands 
in r e l a tion t o t he Latin mgrican Gover nments . As a result t he Arabs have made 
great progress among t hese countries . He feels t hat t her e is a rea l danger of our 
not getting t he required 2/3 vote. Only Mars hall has t he power t o change the 
situa t ion. Our ~overrunent has gr eat influence wi t h t he South American countries 
but is not using it. Unless our Government will i:cll you t hat t hey have approached 
t hese peopl e in Latin countri es and vhat t hey have their vot es , t he si..tua tion is 
precarious. 



r 
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Dr. ~bba Hillel Silver, Chairmg,n of t he merican Sect i on of t he 

J e risb ency , yester ddy announced ~hi t t he closing presenta tion of 

t he case of t he J e , i sh Agenc,y befo e t he ad Hoc Committee on Pal estine 

will be ma e by I oshe St ert ok, head of t he Folitica l fepartment, ani t ha t 

an invita tion has been ectended t o Dr. Chaim Neizmann, armer f•resident 

of t he~wi sh gency, who i s vi s iting t he U.S •• t o make a conc~uding 

sta tement bef r e the Committee . 
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P~though the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, at 

the request of the State Department , postponed action for 

the time being on the Palestine Resolution, we wish to 

record our own personal approval of the Resolution which 

calls for the free entry of Jews into Palestine and full 

opportunit for colonization so that the Jewi sh people 

may as soon as practica le reconstitute Palestine as a 

free and democratic commonwealth. 



From Leo R. Sack 

For t he American Zionist Errergency Council 

For Immediate Release 

Washington, Dec. 14- Twelve members of the Senate Foreign Relations 

Committee, seven ~emocrats and five Republicans, wh ich earlier this 

week postponed action on the Palestine Re solution at the request of 

the State Departn~nt today signed a joint statement recording t heir 

" personal approval" of the resolution. 

'rhey are Senators J oseph F. Guffey, Pennsylvania; Claude Pepper. 

Florida; Bennett Cha np Clark, Missouri; Elbert D. Thomas. Utah; James 

E. ·~ray, :Montana. James }J . T~ell, Delaware and Robert R. Reynolds• 

North Carolina, Democrats: Senators Robert M. IAFollette, Jr., Wisconsin; 

Arthur Capper. Kansas; Gerald :P . Nya, North Dakota; Henrik Shipstead. 

Minnesota and James J. Davis, Pennsylvania. The twelve Senators con­

stitute t wo-thirds of the Senators who participated in t h e Foreign 

Relations Committee discussions. The Resolution was rejected because 

Secretary of State Stettinius told Senators that passage "at the 

pre sent time would be unwise from the standpoint of the general 

international situation." 

Here is t he statement of the Senators: 

" Although the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, at t he request 

of the State Department, postpone d action fot the time being on t he 

Palestine Resolution, we wish t o record our ovm personal approval of 

the Resolution, wh ich calls for the free entry of Jews into Palestine 

and full opportunity for colonization so that the J em.sh people 'II'AY 

as soon as practicable reconstitute Palestine as a free and Democr~tic 

Commonweal th. 11 

Senator };agner, Democrat, of !fow York, one of t he sponsors of 

t he Resolution is out of t he city. Senator Taft of Ohio, t h e other 

s ponsor, is not a member of the committee. ----
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HERBERT BAYARD SWOPE 

7 45 FIFTH A VENUE 

N EW YORK 2 2, N.Y. 

111 o Abba tlilJ el . .)il ver, 
'.c.lt- _ emple , 
Bast 10:rtr, cit . a1, .ttnse_ J.oaa , 
Cleveland, LL.1.0 . 

e&r ~r . 0ilver:-

Ur . Bernard ,i . Baruch has asked 
me to dvise you that he has mG.de arrangements 
for ., ...,u t,O meet r. • Churchill . At the moment 
the exact tifil anct ~lace nave no~~ en SdG, 
but tht- :u Ecetihg tlll 1,a,_ '' plac e aYter ivi<-< ... ch 15th. 

8ecre1,ary 1,0 1Ier 08r1, ::3a,1ard. Swope 
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PALESTINE FOF!!ULA AGREED UPON BY R. BE -GURION AND MR .MAURI03 WRRI'HEH 

June 5, 1942. 

1 . To act in common 

a) For the maintenance of Jewish rights under the 
Mandate in Palestine for the immedi te future. 

b) For the fulfillment of t he original urposes of 
the Balfour Declaration, whereby through unrestricted 
J e ish immigration and large-scale coloniz tion 
under a regime designed for this nuroose Jews may 
constitute a majority in Pale tine and establish an 
autonomous common ealth. it being clearly understood 
that 

1) In such a common ealth, all the inhabitants, 
ithout regard to race or r eligion. shall 
enjoy complete equality of rights. 

2) The establishment of this commonwealth wili 
in no ay affect the political or civil status 
and allegiance of Jews who are citizens of 
any other country. 

2. To set up a sub-commi ttee to s t udy and define the ways 
and methods best c lculated to secure the ach:'erement of 
the abowe aims. 
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( TELEGRa.M) 

DECEMBER 5 1944 

1E ARE GLAD TO LEARN THAT PALESTINE RESOLUTION SR 24-7 IS ABOUT 

TO BE 00 SIDERED BY THE FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE PASSAGE 

OF THE RESOLUTION MOST EARNESTLY DESIRED BY ENT IRE AMERICAN 

JR': IS H CO. vllJNI'L1Y ,E FEEL IT VITAL TO CAUSE VftlICH WE REP~"'GJSENT 

AND TO AVOID FUTUR"@ AllBIGUITIES THAT THE WORD Q.UC1.L1E ULTIMATELY 

UNQ,UOTE BE OMITTED FROM PRESENTLY PENDING ID:SOW.rION AND THAT 

THE TERM Q,UOTE J EWISH UNQ,UOTE BE REI'A.INED BEFORE Q.UOTE COMMONWEALTH 

UNQUOTE KNO I/ING H , FRIE:NDLY YOU ARE TO OUR CAUSE WE APPEAL TO YOU 

TO SUPPORT THE RESOLUTION IN HA FORM 

DAVID WEB.THE! M, NATIONAL SECRETARY 
PO.ALE ZION, LABOR ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 

45 EAST l ?'eh STREET, NEW YORK 
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(Telegram) 

DECEMBER 5, 1944 

IE EARNESTLY URGE YOU REPORT OUT FAVORABLY PALESTINE B.ESOLUTI N 

FOR .AD P I O:N BY PRESENT CONGRESS STOP IMPORTANT REMOVE WORD Q.UOTE 

ULT I MATELY UNQ,UOTE ,HICH H..\S .ALREADY LED TO MISUNDERSTANDING LIKEWISE 

IMPORTANT RETAIN WORD Q,UOTE JE IS UNQ,UOTE :BEFORE WORD Q.UOTE COMMONWEALTH 

UNQ,UOTE YOUR CO. -UTTEES FAVORJ.J3LE .P.CTION WOULD :BE DEEPLY .APPRECIATRD 

AS FULFILLMENT PRESIDENTS MAGNIFICENT MESSAGE TO LA&"J: ZIONIST ORGANIZATION 

CONVENTI ON .AND OVERWHELMING AMERICAN OPUHON AS EXPRESSED RECENTLY IN 

BCYrH PARTY PLATFORMS 

ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN, PRESIDENT 

ZIONIST OR G.ANIZA ION OF AMERICA 
41 East 42nd St., New York 
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(Telegram sent to Senat or Wagner and Senator Connally) 

DECEMBER 5 1944 

WITH REFERENCE TO THE PENDING RES0W l1I N SR 247 PRESENTLY 
.BEFORE THE SENATE FOREIGN RELAT IONS COMMITTEE , I HAVE THE IDNOR TO 
SUBMIT FOR YOUR I NFORMAT ION THEl FOLLOWI NG QUOTA ON FROM A RE SOLUTI ON 
ADOP1rED TODAY JlP THE SECOND SESSION OF THE AMERI CAN J EWI SH COTu"FERENCE 
HELD I N P I TT SBURGH, AND REPRESENTI NG THE GREAT MAJORI TY OF THE JEWS 
OF THIS COUNTRY, Q,UOTE 

THE AMERICAN JEI" I SH CONFERENCE GREET S THE PRESIDENT OF 
THE UN I TED STAi'ES AND HAILS HIS FORT HRIGHr ASSURANCE TO THE J E.,1SH PEOPLE 
THA IN ACCORD WI TH IJ.1RADI TI ONAL AMERI CAN P OLI CY, AND IN KEEPING WITH 
THE SPIRIT OF THE FOUR FREEDOMS ••• EFFORTS iILL BE MADE TO FIND 
APPROPRIATE AYS AND \!EAN S FOR THE OPEN I NG OF PALESTINE TO UNRESTRICTED 
J EWISH I MMIGRATION AND COLONIZATION, AND HE WILL HELP TO BRING ABOUT 
THE ESTABLI SHMENT OF PALESTI NE AS A FREE AND DEMOCRATIC JEilISH COMMOUWEA.tTH 

THEl AMERICA.~ J E1,ISH CONFERENCE :rmrES WI TH SA ISF.AC1.rION THAT 
IN THE FIFTEEN MONT HS SINCE I TS FIRST SESSION, ITS RESOLtr.!1ION ON PALEST! 'E 
HAS iON THE WARM AND SY 111?ATHETIC ElIDORSEMENT OF AMERICAN PUBLIC OPINION. 
THE A!A'ER I CAN JE\'iI SH CONFERE CE IS CONFIDENT THAT THE CONGRE SS OF THE 
UN I TED STATES WI LL RECORD ITS SUPPORT AND HELP IN THE I MPLEMENTATI ON OF 

HE OLI CY ENUNC I ATED BY PRESIDENT R OSEV LT. THE AMERI CAN J EWISH CONFERENCE 
LOOKS TO THE MANDATORY P OWER A.ND TO THE UNI ED NATI ONS FOR THE SPEEDY AND 
EF:E'EC TIVE FULFILLMENT OF PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT'S HISTORIC DECLARAT I ON UNQ,UOTE 

HENRY MONSKY 
CO-CHAI RMAN AMERICAN J :Efi'TISH CONFERENCE 

HOJEL WILLIAM PENN , PITTS3URGH, PA. 
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(Telegram sent by Hadassah to Senators as per the 
attached list.) 

PITTSBURGH PA DECEMBER 5 1944 

WE HA.V.t!i LEARNED THAT PALESTINE RESOWTION SR 247 IS SCHEDUT...,ED FOR 

DISCUSSI ON BEFORE SENATE FOBEIGN RE LATIONS COMMITTEE TOMORROW WE 

KNOl:7 YOUR DISCUSSION IN THIS MATTER IS PROMPTED BY A SENSE OF 

URGENCY FOR EFFECTIVE AND SPEEDY ACTION TO MEE.r TRAGIC NEEDS OF 

JE '.vI SH PEOPLE ON BEHALF OF HADASSAH WOMENS ZIONIS ORGANIZATION 

OF AMERIGJl A..lID ITS MOtlE THAN 125,000 MEMBERS THROUGHOill THE COUNTRY 

WE MOST E.ARNE&'11LY PLEAD THAT THE RESOLUTION BE FREE FROM .AL\TY POSSIBLE 

AMBIGUITY WHICH WOULD SUBJECT I T TO VARIED INTERPRETATIONS IN THE 

FU'l1URE WE RESPECTFULLY URGE THA.T THE WORD QUOTE JEWISH UN~UOTE BE 

INSERTED BEFORE THID WORD Q,UOTE COMMONWEALTH UNQUOTE AND THAT THE ~ ORD 

Q,UarE ULTIMATELY UN~uor:a: BE ENTIRELY ELIMINATED WE MOST EARNESTLY 

APPEAL TO YOU TO SUPPORT TIE: RESOLUTION IN THE FORM ABOVE INDICATED 

JUDITH EPSTEIN, PRESIDENT 

HADASSAH WOMEN• S ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 

1819 BROADWAY NEW YORK 
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(Day Letter) 

( Telegram) 

DECEMBER 5, 1944 

ON BEHALF OF RELIGIOUS ORTHODOX ZIONISTS OF AMERICA WE DESIRE 

RESPECTFULLY CONVEY THE EARNEST HOPE THAT FAVORABLE ACTION WILL 

BE TAKEN ON PALESTI NE RESOLUTION SR 24? IN ENLISTING YOUR SUP~ORT 

FOR THE RESOLUT ION WE F:£EL I T VITAL IN THE INTERESTS OF CLARITY TO 

ELI MI NATE FROM THE RESOLt'JTl' I ON AS AT PRESENT DRAWN THE WORLD Q.UOTE 

lJLTI MATELY UNQ,UOTE WHIC H rs LIABLE TO MI SINTERPRETATION so THAT 

THE CONCLUDING CLAUSE SHALL READ Q.UOTE THAT THE J E n s H PEOPLE MAY 

RECON STI TUTE PALESTINE AS A FREE AND DEMOC RAT IC J ~ I SH COMMONWEALTH 

UNQ.UOTE 

LEON GELLMAN, PRBSIDENT 

MISRACHI ORG.ANIZ.A: ION OF AMER I CA 



(Dic;ated by Dr. Goldmann to Arthur Lourie over the telephone) 

12/15/44 

Minute of Conversation with Mr. Stettiniue 
Wednesday, December 13, 1944 

Mr. Stettinius called Dr. Wise and me into his room 

before meeting with the delegationo He told us that he 

ha.d been in touch with the President about the st atement 

which we had suggested he should issue. He said that the 

President was in a very bad mood because we had gone ahead 

with the Resolution and instead of acquiescing in his 

request to hold the matter up for the time being, had sought 

to bring pressure to bear through the Senate. Be felt that 

the Zionists had . lost confidence in him and Mr. Stettiniua 

said that in the circumstances it was difficult to discuss 

such qu.estions with him at this time. It would not be 
( l'f.1-s) 

possible for him/ to issue the letter suggested. 

N.G. 



,ir . James .i!.! . Br ovm, As:.;t . t o the 0 ecretar,; of .:ita te ~dvi se t nat Dr . 
Golcblan 1 s memor1....ndum 11 was not -1uite in accordance lii th t h Sec etary ' s 
r ec ord • 11 

"The Secretc..r:,· t old JJr . " i s ·~ t hat hn !l' d been i n touch w th t he r e s ident a s 
he had o fered to do r ega rding the sta.te .•. ent wh"ch Dr. 1ise and Dr . i lver 
had r equested him t o cice . The r eac t i on t hat Mr . Ste tlni s ob t a ined ,,as 
th , t t he => r esirient f elt t hat t '.is gr ou should h&..ye confidence i n hi s ndling 
o t h e matter d t _1at it would not be ap,,ro_ r iate for 11.r. .,tettinius t o issue 
the statement . 11 

11 Mr . Stett · i s as ed Dr . 11 i e i:' he would be g ood enough t o give I i s 
· nfor m_.tion to Dr . Si lver . 11 



THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

fJ 
< 

December 1~, ~ BY I REFER TO 

f ~ DATE 
DATE 

DEC ~o :9~1 

Dear Dr . Silver, I t4t... 
17 yfJ 

I received your letter "rTI"itten from 

the Uilla.rd and, as promised, t .ook thgc ,: ~to/- - ~-;--l .~ .. 
S-...1 1.,, ~ 

. ---------· .,, _..... ....... .,.,,.,,. 

question up vd th the President . 

Rabbi Wise called in m~ office yes­

t erday aft ernoon and I took the oppor­

tuni t:y of his visit to expla.in the 

reaction which I obtained on this . I f 

Dr . Wise has not alread tole you of 

this, I am sure he will if you will 

make an incuirv of him . - .. 

With best ,-:ishes, 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 
American Zionist Ernergen 

3/42 I,Iadison A venue 
Ne.; ork City 17, Ne~1 York 



December 12, 1944 

R. tet t us 
of eta a 

fuu nclooi ~ ,e r 1th the draft of t e statement 
whic . e discussed ycstordn morni, and copy of wh • c you 
requeste at t e ar iest 111.0."!lent . You ere t o receive this 
copy _ rom D::-. ::. by tel g rar. f m ;; .r York. Yo r secrr ta ry 
inf.ormo me that y u hA.v n nt yot r ceived it and I am, th re­
fore, ispat hi i t t o .,-ou y I s,,..t.n r . 

I b olievc, ? r. See :.--ot sry , that the lasuance of this 
statement prOM1>tly to the public wi 11 help to allay some oi' 
th mlsgivi s and reaant. . ants w· ·oh h ve already made t heir 

y i l'!to the p --lie oreu. The Jewiah press partioularly i■ 
raactiug ittorly ol tl to t he intervenUou oi' tn 
Stato opart!r.ent in the e itu&tion, and t he Preai dent'• position 
is bd - g la~ d o:;,en to gra e misL.1.ternl"otat · on in view o his 
public p onouncemant on Octo er 15th. 

ould you wish t o re ch a, I shall be at t he , rills.rd 
Ro el until th· s vening . Y, t , 1 good wishes. arm.it :ae to 
remsin. 

ery sinoerely yours• 



WALTE R F . GEORGE, GA. , CHAIRMAN 

DAVID I, WALSH, MASS, ROBE RT M , LA FOLLETTE, JR. , WIS, 
ALBEN W , BARKLE Y, KY, ARTHUR H. VANDENBERG, MICH. 

TOM CONNALLY, TEX. JAMES J, DAVIS, PA. 
JOSIAH W. BAILEY, N . C. J OHN A. DANAHER, CONN. 

'IETT CHAMP CLARK, MO. ROBERT A. TAFT, OHIO 
' Y FLOOD BYRO, VA. JOHN THOMAS, IDAHO 
R G. GERRY, R . I. HUGH BUTLER, NEBR • 

..,..,..,C.PH F. GUFFEY, PA. EUGENE O. MILLIKIN, COLO, 
EDWIN C . JOHNSON, COLO. OWEN BREWSTER, MAINE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
GEORGE L, RADCLIFFE, MD, 

SCOTT W. LUCAS, ILL: 

CHRISTIE B. KENNEDY, CLERK 

Rabbi Abba H. Silver, 
The Temple, 

January 18, 1945. 

East 105th Street at Ansel Road, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

My dear Rabbi Silver: 

I cannot begin to tell you how much I appreciate 
your thoughtful and generous note of January 15th . 
Commendation could come from no more appreciated 
source. I think you know what profound respect 
I have for your opinion. 

I continue to deeply regret the little "unpleasant­
ness" in the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. 
Let us hope for greater success next time. I want 
always to be at your service in any way I can be 
helpful. 

With warm personal regards and best wishes, 

Cordially and faithfully, 

R 



THE SECRETARY OF ST TE 

W SHINGTOU 

;pril 23 , 1945 

Dear Dr. Wise , 

Immediately on my r eturn to t he I epartment after 
talking to you this noon I requested that your letter 
of arch 2l. be handed to me per sonally fo r attention . 
I ddeply apologize that it has not been acknowledged 
sooner . The letter arrived i n the epar tment dur ing 
my absence and, through i nadvertence , was not r eferred 
to me when I returned . 

You know I am sure , that I desire to do anyth i ng 
I can to be hel pful to you. I n thi s i nstance , however , 
it is not possible for me to encourage you to send 
:irepresentatives to San ranci s co and I bel ieve you will 
agree with me when I expl ain the matter t o you. 

As we have said publicly th Sm Francisco Confer­
ence is limited sol ely to the preparation of a Charter 
for the new International Organization for Peace and 
Secur ity which will be suanitted fo r ratif i cat ion in 
the various countries of the world in accordance with 
their respective constitutional p rocesses. To put the 
matter another way, the Co1lference at San Francisoo si 
not designed to be a peace conference in any sense of 
the word. uestions of boundari es , the fu ture dispos tion 
of any specific t er r itori es and like questions emergi ng 
from the war a re not within the province of the Con­
ference . In view the r eof , I bel ieve yo~ wil l agree 
with me when I say that i t woul d not seem appr opri ate 
for the Palestine question to be rai sed at San Fr ancis coo 

I know this wil l be disappointing to you but 
trust , in view of t h e explanation I have given , y(JU 
will understand. 

~ith brst wis.ries , 

Dr. Stephen S. Wise 
.Americ&n Zionist :Emergency Council 

342 Madi son Avenue 
New Y0 rk 17 , . Y. 

Si ncerely yours, 

ED ( si gned) ( -~ 1.1 ~v---) 



T~ 
Mr.Al".Brown, Asst. to the 
not·quite in accordance 

SecreJa~sed that Dr. Goldman's 
with the Secret ar y I s record" • 

r.1e11oranrium II was 

Mr. Bro n had not t al k ed i th Secre t a ry Stettinius himself regarding the 
stat el!lent tha t St et;,tiniu~ made to Dr_s_. 'Vi se an d Goldman, but had talked 
wl th severa l ,.,.9-t- er peo-ole in the De:9a=tment an d :::- epo rted back II it ~as not 
quite in aocorda,ice with the Secret a r y 's record". 

11 'llie Secre t ary tol d Dr. \7ise tha t he had been in touch with t he Pr esi dent 
a s he had offered t o do regarding the statement wr1ich Dr. Hise and Dr. Silve r 
ad re~uested him to make . he reaction tha t ' r. Stettinius obtained va s 

that the President felt t hat t h is g roup should ha,re conf idence in his hand.ling 
of th e matt e r and t hat it oul d not b e appr opriate for fr . Stettinius to issue 
t he sta t eJ11en t it • 

11 fr . Stet t iniu s asked Dr. Wi se i f he woul d b e good enough to gr ve this informa­
tion to Dr. Silver." 



--~_-,,~·-
L-~~,,-,, t✓'-vi,/4-"" 







AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

I 

MEMORANDUM 

Date 
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Extracts From Letter Received From London, dated 
July 28, 1946 

You cannot imagine my consternation - - - --- The Americans were going 
about quietly to accept everything the British suggestedo There were a few 
minor skirmishes going on in the financial sub-committee but nothing seriouso 
To say that Grady w s acting as a British 11 stooge 11 is a gross understatement ., 
He was actually publicly reprimanding his staff for venturing to differ with 
the British even over secondary matterso In private he explained to them · 
that there were things more important in Anglo- American relations than th 
question whether 100,000 Jews were admitted to Palestine. 

Gaston folded up like an accordion., Dorr has merely made a public fool 
of himself . The staff has been somewhat better., Hanna, some days ago , reco 
mended that the Americans formally br ea.~ .off negotiations over the 100, 000 
and go home. 1iiiikesell has taken the same line and s tried - against Grady rs 
p,.nd Gastonis stbotage to fight out some financial iesueso Villard has also 
filed a memorandum of protest against the July 24 submissiohs to the two 
Governments. Even Rood says , 11 We " fight tbe skirmishe but cede all the battles . 11 

It is impo sible for you to go too far in emphasizing to our friends and 
to the press the complete abandonment of the President ' s declared program 
by Grady. I assure you t t I write wi th measured words and in full knowledge . 
For instance, when the British were veering toward suggesting a starting rate 
of 10,000 per month, Br~dy broke in to indicate that 6, 000 would be quite 
enough. There are a score of such incidents . The ritish simply have not 
been pressed to go ahead with the 100, 000, to grant the area of Jewi. sh 
settlement adequate frontiers, to give the propos d provinces any real ~ower , 
or anything of the kind. Grady merely says that there is a strong Jewish 
lobby in Washington but that Truman exaggerates its voting strength: he , 
Grady, is going to ignore ito 

.. 



' I 
TO: 

:ROM: 

SUBJECT: 

AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE 
MEMORANDUM 

DATE: September 6, 1946 
Dr . bba Hillel ilver 

David R. ,ahl~ 

On the advice of Harold Manson, whom I saw yesterday 
in New York, I am undertaking to send memos directly to you 01 

activities of mine which impinge on areas of interest to you . 
A few days ago , Robert Hannegan 1 s office got in touch with 
me in connection with their concern over the Jewish vote in 
New York State . s_ a result of tha t conversation, I spoke 
with Harold Ianson , Bartley Crum, and several people on the 
LJemocratic National Committee . The attached memo is now re­
ceiving the attention of Robert Hannegan and several other 
sele cted individuals in the administration. There will probably 
be some developments following from this on which I will in­
form you currently. In connection with your visit to Secretary 
Vallace on Friday, September 20 at 3 : 30 , I should like to have 
some discussions with you be.forehand . It would be desirable , 
before seeing ,1 a.lle.ce, that you spend a bout one- half hour or 
an hour with Harold Young who is the solicitor of the Commerce 

epartment and allace 1 s most trusted advisor . 

Best regards . 



h• iah vote 111 r-1 • York, ot t-.hie- o~ttnt, is ote 

1fhich will KO into tbt • p1ablioan pook•t only be•u••-the JtlJWlah popula• 

ork • u,tng it v i ta cmly •th ot fight! ba~k agdn•t 

an tllliniatra i on which tlwy think ha• t Ued tlMN t th reepaot to Pal•lb ine . 

tr le aitu-.tion or oontuelon and. a11W\4erttancU.ng ba8 thua . r hen. 

·lib or-thy otiona ot the dldnittr t1on. 'b4foauH 'GMY ue conoe-.led 

Yotera into 'M oppoeition oaiatp 

gain vot-11 t.nd ob~in tr~.r<dou 

pol itic l ppOrt for h a mtniatra i on. two 1t•p• oou d be to.ken lfh oh 

aoul d turn tJe, tide, (l ) i Mlc kn.Olf'n the .rul podt1Qn ·talrn by \he 

~e•id$n •h-a .. yia .• tt , , ic 1• u.n •re ood. to e, in ott ot, th t 

the !"~•1 n wil have no ptl:tt of t .-.dy- liQrt-t-aOA r•p~l"t, n in ,taot 

· ill not oondci r 7 k • til\e whtol d.oes not; include 

~he pre. eon 1t1o ot the ltaMhiute ,r nt g or 100, 000 oert1tio tea, nor 

r st, ont oond er any plan ot 'the pe-r,i t i on, eto. •hioh -oes ot 

e ., wi h he OQl!lpl.et• t••or o~ ho aric::1n .miah ooaw.n{ t nd t'M 

h.l $.tin ni•h OOillliUnity. l'bo' b lt l• und•rastood that ~~ J?r•tJido-nt 

hlU • no u l to &nM\lnCR«rmt hae bee • a • 

t t r a et eot. .an , ao tu a 1 i o,'\.,.• publ io o n lmo _ t 

hAa not Ice thi tor hri s t.a • Vrodde-ri .. h Ai. t.o havv delayed 

ln in -; ld . .- po•ltion known to t eri,av.n ,voter beQ-1\~se of e,;igenct•• o.t 

Tl lo• · er1oan- ·o-vio't r~got;1&vic>.na , an tJ. d•eire on his p.rt , upo th• 

dv1ce o Byrn • n.ot to roe be boat: •1th r. Yo •• to be A • U.•r 

1 1u•• ' i0'/ av1u•, 4no b Wo t ,i · bout <tlle ,1 r~ai nt• • poaition has 

c~ nl1Wl:l o in.tome i-raana ti t . n1 te ' ta .,,,, an ..,bJ'o • tb4t 

1 co~n rr•• po•i 1 . ii no 4ip10ila lo auret, w il• h• iasu ot ho 
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attitude ot · lork tl.nd ot' ~:r mef' oan voters ha•· t,r<m'n to he of' • j or 

rortance-. T1-r•tore point. 1, 1 u.lv in" the ew ork ot• tot- tht 

. rt.y • ~t.&l oe..l tor 'TO~y cl.-ar, 11tron ••nd upon ·th pa.rt o~ t • 

PrGai ent in the form ot a. public atataettt or -.n op•n 1-,tHr tr-oa 

hl.l elf' o the ritbh f.o-vernm nt . 

(a) n.re ha• en an untol"tnuu1w laoJc or liat aon 'bet:\i••m. -the 

bite HouH e.n o'f ioiAl auth ri ativ• l••<t•rah1p ot t.he· AMr1onn JeW11b 

c~ity. . ha ao t importMt Ud eubhodtattw. •l•ot•d ot.tl-0ial .i n 

Je•bh 11.te 1n !'Jte.riott id vr. Abba rn1•1 Unr, '•ho i o the •l•ot-4 

red ttnt ot 'b.M t tonut O-rganhe.t113:n or AaC'l'iOlll emd Qo- Chatl'IO,n of •thl 

t:'..mer •noy i t.onbt <):Unoil . "!e 1a also a !1!111bel' or the ~xeouUTe OO!lmitt.e 

ot t :e J,,nrle • genoy tor Pt.l•1ti ~e • ino• he ia b)" tar thee uet intl:1.uJit:lal 

leader an · spokeaman tn · r!oan Jr; ie} llh, t.t. woul ht, •o•t d••1ratJle , 

and !.n t at •ae•nt1a , he:t thtn"• be oontln1dng oppor tunlti•• ~ the 

::res1 •nt · 4 Unr to cont"or to the ext•.nt that the p·reaident would. 

be • le w *r dir-ectly tr Silver <>l' hie d$pu~ tn- 11oa"t ropr ••entatlye 

thl in of he •rioe.n J.-with OQ131m.ID1ty. anq Uy•r woul b6 •bl.• tcO-

. as to the .swlah C0111111Untty •ubh£1r1.ta.u1ve rmd e.ut.h.Qriaed. r•porte of: 

Pr••t4•ut ta ttttu ••• • ·t6to nts,. 11,n a.otiviti c:e wt th "•~o.t ~o 

.tt r, of gre t nurett t t .be11. 

heN haa bft_,n a.n unf'Qrt\ln111.tv 'YOloing ot t • -,th that (a.l~er 

i olotely ied to the a~publioa,n party. al\d p,.rticular ly SeuatoT ran. 

" hi is detini:.•.iy not ao, lf theH two ttep• are tak• ·tt.t llAI pi-•Hn, 

tm•• it te poHi.ol• t~t !Jilver• • uapre11•i11 le-aderahlp in fl..-eriou 

J.-wbh life OM l:w caade an laportant politio&l t"o.otor -.ccrutng to 1:lhe 
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a<tn.ntag or c>or .. lo pk1'ty. 1 ttu:N be borne tn si th t 
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C 0 I 

r r iro, t'x cutive Lircctor 
, r n tionist ' TEenc .. Council 
3•12 iMn .ve e 

ew k 7, Vor 

Dear " aoi ro; 

u st 7 , 19 6 

contr ova S' 1 

Cox 
: is 

ys e t . 

he.d inf r~i d '11 t t 
on ass . his to t _ Br tis 

loan in ritis :1 1s't r ushin ton . 
B lfour ertur ed c.=.. h tic st nd nd t.oolr -the ' ·cter 

p nth n(.:heson. l'he ..,tRte Dep rt _e t people tried to udg: r. E o 
but coul<ln ' t . che son h a "Id Cox to tr t oer suad ut Cox did 
.ot; t to et involved in the ,att e t.nd r el'r ined fro . .n ing any 
s1lch F,r ise . r e , a De • ,..t ant eoole · e.d even thoutht at th 
st ~e or s~in 7 the f r sirlEnt to p e3s Bloom t o h .nge his tt itude , but 
a'J arently th~t bee e.ft r tha eonsultt1tions hot aen Bloo 
i;.nrl r . .ise . 

his in o ation ,iive.s v y C.".l with ·bs.t r . Grtth ' , t e 
ublish r or the SRI iG'l' 1 ST , to ld . s hon sew him on Jul 8th. 

He sni tat vlo m had boen ry vch :nent ~ga inst t ,rit ; sh l o , and 
th t the Dem.u·t ont of st t a then got -n t ouch with Dr. er -

Yadod loom t o ch n e hi s st~nd . 
., 

Si orlre ours~ 

anj in zin 



BEVI? I TIE ?RESEl1GE OF LO 

~ t ..,O to 4: 20 P , ; 

I eet d I r . Bevin by sa.yin hat I should 1 k~ to m e, tte whom 
hava been tt•cking so uch . 'r . Bevin spent ost of th t me def nding the p sitioa 
r hiL government , erit eising the failure o the Je s to cooper te , nd especi~lly 

criticised th Amei"iC<in Gov nment for utilizing t h P 1 stine issue 1 connection 
with lt wn elect on ne d . 

H go ernment h d t r ied to do 1 that it could . It had continued J wish 
mmigration t e rate of 1500 a onth in spi e of h • hite Paper "nd his 
overnment was by w y of ma ng · sati f ctor y solut n ~ n the President i nt rvened 

with hi r quest for 100, 000 which thre the whole Arab world into tur oil . 

H was critic 1 of the oe in P lestine , ill e al i mmi0 ration and acts 
of terrorism wi-th hich t e i.gency at tim. b. associ ted, a d r{ h mhd it 
ecessary for • g · to k e_p troops in al st1.ne whic:: s ould hav been demobilized 

lonu go . H resen ed th fact th t a good deal of the fin cing o i lleg l 
migration c· e from the United St tes . His government had recen ly made onot er 

0 e tur r good will be rele sin t he ;iris ners from Lt.ttrun and elsei,·h re . t{ 

im,t>lied t,~at there h s not been a corra ;>onding znov on t . e . rt of the Yi shuv. 
a result of h t w s h--.pp ninG in P "l ati , the illi nz of Br~ tish s l diers, 

etc . , nti- .Se it s, is growin•• on t 11e coram n eople in En w.d . 

His tovernment was es t ·i th y 0 r ve . roblema all over the , orld nd 
1e shoul have been more pa.tient 1th it . The lfour Declur tion had t1ade commit­
m nt to both eopl a of P lastin, n~ti nnl home to the Jes , and the protection 
of their ights to the - rabs . his .. de the sol ution of the ...,robleID. very diLicult . 

Jowiah 3t te w s never promi ed to the Je,s . 

The Bri tish Government is trying to soiv 
· 11 av to ubmit the , ole 1 su to . .. o. 

proble . If it f ils, it 
m elf st es h s p l itic.1 

c reer on the 2r pr soluti n of th problem. i ll not , ho·ever, yield to f orce 
jeure. 

q 1 ok duo the Gr ad - iorris 
Anglo- eric n Co ttea R port . Hi 
the ~gend hen t e London C~nfer nc 
pr .. os 1 for partition . The enc i 
t th Co r ence . Hi government d d 

is prep red to consider it . 

n ~ropo · s a. the ~. ple entat on of the 
overnment ants the.,o ~ropos 1 to be on 

r conven s . Re · u re, of the g nc 1s 
free to present nd to discuss it Jropo al 
not have closed mind n t he ubject . It 

I to k occ s ion, of course, t .. o hout t he i nt ervi to refute a.nd correct 
s m o I.fr . Bevin1 s sta.t ... ments,, which -s not diff1cul to do . I need no restate 
th her . Th ans~ers ould r adil y s to ny ffell-informed Zioni t . 
I did tak:o ccasion t o point out how th ki:terican ;,eo le felt abou the whole 
m tter, and the terrible iscone Jtion that any in n l~nd see to be l boring 
und r - tha. th subject of lest in is onl y by- Jroduot of eric n politic l 
C<tfilt) gns . Thi i a dangerously i l e""ding piec of propt..,, nd ,r ch ill ake 
soun1 litic l thinki n0 nd ction on the ub ect im ossible . The Ame ico1 people , 
not t o peuk of the erican J w , ar d termined to ee t his SJUe live until 
~ just solution i s r ivod at. 



I c rried .ay t e followin impr ssions with me from the intervi • • 

1) r . Bev:n s dee ly disturbed and deeply concerne ubout the whole 
roblem . 
hen h s 
uch th t 

I t h s gotten tmd s i . H kno mor about it no h ! he did 
oke o c rly th nt ~e subj ct ye r ~go. Ther 1 st 11 
h dos ow a it . 

pres 
the 

i) He doe no em to clear pl n n his own mind . I confid nc 
11 e orrison-Gr dy Plan as a solutions ell sh ken . He 

blv not in i t pon it s a for di cu sion hen nd if th Londo~. 

5) 

conv nes . Re dos not yet seem t o be re_ared to accept the g ncy 
i or discussion . H exrJressed no criticis of the gene 

rep at d two or thre t es durin th interview at they hav an 
t and tha. they e prep red to con ider it. 

Pres ure ro r ic is re tly re ed s ve -uch 
nt in Mr . Be in 1s mind . H der- esti tin imp r nc • Shoul 

e can Gove ent v r firmly nd determin 1 n begin to insist upon 
y_uick s tisf actory olut on, !Jfr . B~vin ould be cle rly urg , 0 t definitive 

solution he dos not wish tom ke t t s time . 

4) Re is very nxiou or the J e sh ,=, ncy to com to th Lond n Co erence . 
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Dr. Abba Hille l Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland , Ohio U.S. A. 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

Grosvenor Hote l 
London, England 
January 29 , 1947 

Following is the account of today's me eting between leaders of 
the British Government and of the Jewish Agency, as reported 
to me by Emanuel Neumann: 

~ 
The meeting lasted approximately ~~o~~~~~~~-~ Jhls'&Q&.uu!.K 
~ Present were: For the British uovernment--Bevin, Cree ch-Jones, 
and various officials of both the Colonial and Foreign Office , 
including Bro ok, Sir Douglas Harris, etc. For the Jewish Agency--
Ben- Gurion, who l ed the delegation, Neumann, Shertok, Brode tsky, 
Locker , Goldmann, a s well a s a few members of the Agency staff. 

CreechfJones presided . I n h is opening statement he avoided any 
suggestion that this mee ting was part of the formal Conference 
on Pa lestine now going on. He described it as another occasion for 
consultation with the Jewish Agency , a t which t he difficulties 
involved in any proposed solution would be examined . In the course 
of his opening remar ks, Creech-Jones referred to partition as one 
of the proposed solutions and mentioned the difficulties that one 
must consider in connection with such a proposal. 

Bevin was to follow Cr eech-Jone s, but he indicated t hat he was 
prepared to wait and lis t en. Ben-Gurion then took the floor. He 
stressed that we have two objects in view: 1) to secure the r e turn 
of Jews to Palestine ; 2) to develop Palestine in the interest of the 
Jews ,&of the Near East a s a whole . Re a lso emphasized t hat we have 
independence i n view. He sa i d that the Congre ss did not preclude our 
considering ang proposal t hat may be made to us regarding a viable 
Jewish State in an adequate area of Palestine. That i f such a proposal 
f or a reaaly viab l e Jewish State in a r eai;Lly adequa t e area were 
made to us, we wou l d submit it to our people f or f avorable consider­
ation. He made it clear, however, that our view is that t he whole 
of .Western Pal estine should become a Jewish State with a Jewish 
maJority . He said that 1,2oopoo Jews need to emi gr ate to Palestine. 
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Then Bevin spoke. His remarks were not we ll-organized, and he 
touched on many things including partition, fomicline spoR~ 
in a negative way. He said: (The words are those used by Be~ 
so far as Neumann can recall) "Just what partition scheme do you 
have in mind? Put all your cards on the table face up; don't keep 
any up your sleeve. If there's any proposal for partition, let's 
hear it." 

But at the same time Bevin indicated clearly that he was not a 
believer in partition. He stressed tha t a "viable Jewish State" 
will not permit the development of a "viable Arab State" in Palestine. 
He indicated a strong preference for what he termed a 11bifnat:tonal 
state," but which turned out to be a scheme_ of federalization -- a 
unitary state with provinces having a large measure of autonomy. 
In the Jewish area there would be opp prturiity for immigration 
(both Bevin and Creech!Jones indicated that they were prepared to 
go beyong the Morrison Plan in this regard), but a cehtral 
Federal Government (British, of course) would take care of services 
for the whole country. 

With regard to partitionJ Bevin also said that he did not think 
th U.N. would SUPR ort such a solution. This was answered by Gold­
mann, who pointed out that a solution having the support of the 
U.S. and the Jews would certainly be upheld by a 2/3 majority in UN. 

Both Bevin and Creech-Jones said that they could not go back to the 
Mandate, which Brook rteetzrrt explained as meaning t hat they could 
not go be.ck to the Mandate "as it was." In this connection Creech­
Jones made some fine comments like: there is now an alien govern­
ment imposed upon unwilling peoples ••• the situation is intolerable ••• 
and the Mandate in its old form could not be continued. If continued 
at all, it would have to be mo~ified considerably. 

Neumann then pointed out tha.t the basic question involved was : 
Are Jewish immigration and Jewish development to be dependent 

on Arab consent? He pointe d out tha.t the Arabs will oppose anything 
that permits of such immignntion a.nd development. 

Then Bevin zai:4x:&emazrlgaz~:a&ztkt•~xx•kMX made a number of vigorous 
and uncomplimentary references to America's role. He said that he 
had been quite prepared to accer,t all 10 recommendations of the 
"American C'ommittee of Inquiry,' but that America wanted only im­
migration. He referred to the Committ ee of Inquiry twice as an 
"American" committee, until Neumann reminded him that it ,.-as an 
!nglo -American Committ ee. 

In the course of his remar ks about America. Bevin said that Roosevelt 
had made promises to both the Arabs and the Jews, and that some 
of Roosevelt's promises to the Arabs went further than any cornmit­
m§nts which he, Bevin, had made -- which was embarassing to him. 

Shertok pointed out to Bevin that as "an old negotiator" he surely 
understands that it is not easy for us to put forward any proposal 
without the slightest assurance that it will be taken up. Shertok 
pointed out that this would involve a waver of our historic rights,etc 



Creech-Jones replied emphatically that he understands &il••t■kta this 
point of view, but that we should not worry, there are no tricks, 
"it is entirely w&thout prejudice," it is simply a matter of 
exploring the possibilities. 

Both Bevin and Creech-Jones pressed our people to give serious 
consideration to the idea of a unitary state -- without a definitive 
partition -- in order to see if _the problem could not be worked out 
on that basis. CreechlJones urged our people to state at least 
the principles regarding partition: "what a.re the elements required 
to make it a viable Jewish State? 11 Creech-Jones also wanted 
to know exactly what were our objections to the Morrison Plan. Could 
we give him an analysis stating our views" as well as an analysis 
of the Arab proposals and of "other plans~ 

Our people stressed the urgent need for immediate immigration, 
pointing out that without such immigration the tensions will increase 
and greater catastrophes may result. Creech-Jones stated that this 
question was very much on his mind and that the Government might 
consider interim measures~,- ••l ~ ¥. 

The meeting ended at that poin~~ Ben-Gurion and the British 
leaders agreed on next Monday, February 3, as the date of the next 
talk. Neumann, Shertok and Brook drafted the official communique 
of the meeting. 
Neumann says that he thinks Creech-Jones is a decent, sincere man. 
---It is significant that there was no discussion whatever of the 
present situatioa- - - ----- · - --- - in Palestine -- sup-
presion of terrorism, etc. 

hllm 
We have received the following additional information which we 
regard as reliable: 

1) Bevin is reported to have told the Arabs informally (at a 
reception) that he favors a cantonization plan. 

~ve reached LondonJ 
2) RepoDts afi•~that a cpmpleted plan for cantonization 
is in the hands of British officials in the Middle East. 

With kind regards, I am 

Cordially yours, 

Harold P. Manson 



I called on Sen t r Taft at his office in ,".'ashi .::i:;ton on ~- dnesday, 
A ril 26, at ,.,,4 ·ch t · -e I raised t he subjec t of tJ"1e ·ntroduction of the Ph.l estine 

lank in the Re ubl icr..n 1° tform . enator Ta.rt seemed "",::;reeabl e to the i(iea 
and s .... ted. that in 11 li elihood , h- ,,o l d have much to do wi t h the drafting 
of the la.tfo _ • 

At th t time enator T&ft s g0 ~ted t.at I see, • De ey and e lici t his 
opi i on . n Tuesda, , ·[ 2, I saw ttorney G-nernl Nat·1 niel L. Golt'lstein 
of Ne Yor , and told him of the conversc.tion ,1hich I hc.d , · th enator c..ft , 
ti.nd U1e u.dvis _,,bilitJ~ of eliciti ng opinion fro , r . Dei1e-, . olds tein as 
ver J frtendly to the i dea and .,aid th,,. t l e ould rrange a. .. eet · 6 be t -,een .:r . 
De~ey and mysel f . On y 5, .rote to S nator Tc..ft ~nd told him of my ee t ing 
v.:..th At.tor ey Ganer""l Gol dstein ~nd of the contempl· ted cont ct ,ith • r . De•,;;ey . 
On • ay 19 I r eceived a letter f r om Sen t or Taft sta.ti n6 that he is dr!ift in.:o the 
Pal estine l ank and th.:...t I would ave an C).;ortunity of seein CO-;?Y of it 
before . e "':ient to Chica.go . T1 e thout,ht vas th t t e Senator I s pl k muld 
follow closel the Resol uti on which he i ntroduced in the 3en te . He su~bested , 
furtaer ore , th·-t ,.e do not a it te .ublicly for it . 

On June 1, iu co 0 any of ttorney eneral Nath niel Goldstein, I et 
Goyernor Dewey at Hotel osevel in Net- Yor • I told him of our ho e that u 
Palestine 1 nk woul d be inc luded i n t s e Republic· n Pl tforrn nd I sho·;ed m 
the Resoluti on which h::.i.d been i ntroduc ed in Congrevs. Governor Dewey r ead i t 
very c~reful ly nd said; "I 'gr ee most h:.art i l y. n He Se.tid he would talk 
to Sent r T ... ft bout it in a f · d ys hen he planned to s ee him . On June 
I wrote to Senator Taft ~ d tol d him of t he eting ,,h i ch I : <-l-d . · th Go er nor 
De~ey in Ne York . 

In order to ini icute to the Senator m re def·nitel 
,e would prefer, I had -~r . Her man Shulnan d:r ft a ~ lank "7'1ic 

Senator on June 9., (S~e Exhibit ) 

t he _ of 
I sent on 

& pl ank 
to the 

I t he meant ttor e ner ·l Go1 stein suggested th •• t .e . ublis l 
n attrac tive fol .er on ?ales tine to be distr i buted amen~ the dele ates nd 

t:1e bers of the Resolutions Camci.tt ee . h ·ould attend t e Republ ic°"n Convention . 
He re...,. s ted th;;..t s tem nt of his on Palestine be included, .,ong others , 
feelin t h.:.. t that woul d gi ve t,. e endorsement o i i orta t Republic, n le.;;1.der 
to the c us e . This booklet was ubli ned ~nd distr ibuted . (See Exhibi t n ) 

On J une 16 , .. r . Harrison E. Sp ,c.:ler , Cl i r "' o the Rep 1hlic n 
N&tionul Co i tteet t elephoned e f r om C i cago r.d invited me to deliver the 
invocati on a t ti: e s ession of tr-.e ep '!)li c!l.n Convention n Tuesds. r, J une 27 . 
I acce. t ed . The invit tion w s confirmed in a tele3:r m d letter on J · e 20. 
The Resol ut ions Co~unittee of t h e c Conventi n met in Chicago begi!l.Ili ng 
\•ednesrlay , June 21. I arrived in go t h t raorning, to ether .li"h t he s f f 
f r om our office i ,eludi ng .i.r • .. anson , .• r . Leo Sack, !.!r . Elihu Stone . ,,e 
s t opped a t t:1e horeland Hotel , a conoiderable distance a 'fo. f'r m the 
head~.uarters of the Conventi on 1:1ich -.. ere at t he Stevens Ho el do, ,to1m . Our 
purpose :.a.5 first not to £,i ve t 1 e im;)r essi on of a 1 bby and secondly not t o 
announce our pr esence in such a y st . urouse ~ y posoi e op/osition on the 

r t of t..nti- Zi..ini st forces in the co try ·,ho -i 0 ht . ave bora.b.::i.rdod t .1e 
Resol utions Co~ni ttee • i t h telegrams·, e tc . urging · t not to ado .. t an:}' • al<=-stine 

plank . I r e ai nad in Chicago for the 21 and 22, goi ~s t o Cincinn¢t i to at end 
t he se ssions of t he Centr 1 Conf erence of merican 1 bi s er e . ee'•- end und 



- 2-

returned to Chi ago :onde.y oorning , June 6 a. d r e ained until after the ?lat orm 
~nnounced nd 2 roved by the Convention . 

On he 21st and 22nd , I saw Senator Ttf who ave us the tla.ffieS of t"ie 
members of the Co ittee on Foreig ffair s and of the Dr~fting Coi:::i.u.t ee r o 
might be contacted. I spoke ~~th ttorney Gener Gol dstein long distunce t o 

:.ny (the ttor ney Gene l did not airive until Sun y morning) susgesting 
tat it ould be advisable for Governor De ey to tale.bone to his Cc □~ · i 0 ~er 
in Chicago, Ir. l.jr o.. ll, and t :irough ·m to his other represento.tives th ... t the 
alestine ;,lank must be inserted in 11he Pl tform. I called uoon . r .. ;::-ro .. ell , 

und t th t very time t~e Governor called him up and S?oke to h . bo1 tour 
pla.'1~. !Jr . Bror ell indicu ted t·1:.:.. t there would be no diff · cult · es at all . I 
also sa Mrs . A .na tcCorm.ac_ i s le~der of t i e e·~ey forees in t e " i d- .,est . 
Mr . anson, tr . b c nd r . Stone interviel':ed Luite a r.uober of other lea.ders 
including iss Ll ry Donlon Sen· tor .us tin o.;. V ,c}r ont, , i ~liam L. Tiutc' .i son 
of I dian , . eprescntati 1e J osep • artin of ss . ,ho .~ the Jorm ent 
chai n of the Conventio , lr . jcCa fer of ! ew York, Sen tor Danaher of 
Conn . and .uite a number of others . 

t.hen I left t midni6ht on Thurad--. , June 22 , t!"le situ t ion s we 
in hand. But it d com le t ely c.anged ,hen I r et ned to Chica~o on J 
0 position to out" ;.->l h d developed Numero s c: nge in the pl nk .,ere 
The origin l authors of these s ggestions were not b.l ivays revet1.led to us . 
my well be th"'t so.1e nti- Zionists hi..d .. e t : eir op.,,10 ition kno n to ., • 

e 26 . 
u:.:;0ested . 
I t 

Gol stein. It ma ulso be that o;i ,osi tion .-Jeveloi,)ed IaOUi the me bers of the 
Draft ing C0Jm1ittee . But b • ond y morning, ur represent&tives i n Chkrgo 
received t wo sub itute drafts ·hich the Co ttee , s prep r ed to act u on, 
one repared b:r ,i · y Donlon (E ibit C) ,hich "' co letely negative and 
10rthless. The other one s ~ive by Se tor Taft to ~fr . Leo · a.ck (EYJ1ibi t D) 
11hich mi tted refe:-ence to "Co o :,3al t:1. ." 

Upon m • ein · info med f he sit 0.tio I c ~. lled A tor e Generd aldstein 
and t ld ~in; t!Lt t 1ese substitute planks ,ere ntirely un t,tisfactory , that 
they ould insure the defe t of the. l estine Resolut ions pe ding in Congres~ 
bee use if the Re ublicnn .Party was not prepared to refer to "Co.1 mom ea.1th" 
in a urty Platform which is, after all, not legislation, ·ts represent atives 
in Con.,ress would cerUi.inly n t eel incli ed to v te or 11 Commonwee.lth " 
i n a Congressional resolution I t old hiin th t r ather t '.· n h-Ye t1:£. t -'nd of 
a neg t ive resol1 tio I .o1lld refer no e at 11, nd t11at r evised 
r esolution suc1 as as. esented is insisted u on, I should h veto le ve t he 
Conve1.tion and n t participate in the T e d y eveninz .:>ro.;ram . T~e _ ttorney 
General said he ould re- canvass t he sit ~tion nd let ~ ' m . At t he s e 
time I got .in touc w th Sen tor aft and e·pressed EY isgi ins . I t old hi 
hat I would send do to him revised draft of t he resolu · on ,h ich I t hcu; ht 

would .eet t ~e situ~tion, although preferring the origin~l dr ft I 
submitted t hin n J une • y revi s ed draft (Exhibit E) nd t he c.ccom anying 
l etter (Exhibit E) a re appended here,ith . 

t 10:15 ti:.:.t or ng , I telephoned Dr . tise in Ne .. York, read to hi 
Senator T-ft' J dr"'-ft 'hich el imi ted t he "Jewish Common-:Jealth" and.:. xed 
, het.11er f!li · ,g to obt in the i nclusion of "Coomon.,ealth " in the draft e should 
cce_;>t Tcl't's draft, or reject it and rve no plank !:.t ull. It w s Dr . ,·is e•s 
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thou~ht t h~t t he af Resolution, , ·1e it does not go s f ~r a s e should like, 
should not be turned down if ~ e c nnot .:iet t he "C mmonN,,➔ 1th" resolu ion . 

,,t l :50 , .. ondo..,.- noon , kr. Dul es , who is .olit·c adviser to r . Dee· , 
t ele honed me, evidently at the. ~~estior of ,r. Goldstein , to disc ss wi t h 
mete or po~ed revised resolution. Re read i t to me over t h e tcle~hone, nd 
1- t he re""d us not! er revision of t e Taft resol tion elimi a.ti g "unrestricted 
i rrni...,r ution 11 and substitutin::; the 1ord nc nstit-:.ite " f'or 11 reconstitute . 11 He 
t:.r5 ed t\at no nation bad unrestricted immigr 0. tion and t ht- t if t ue ,Jews had 

st_._te of t .. eir o,, t hey ould not E..cceJt such a ;>rinciple To ,eet his 
sug~es tion, I su .:;e tion th t t he s entence should red. "in order t o <->ive re uge 
to i llions of Jewish me ~ omen d childre 11 ("nste d of ... en, •omen ~ d 
c "!ildren) ••• • " ,e c.;, 1 for the o_penil J of P lestine t t heir unrt.str icted 
i .mi0 r tion" (in,, t d of to unrestricted i mraigr .:. tion .) He also announced for 
t he r· rst ti e t . e int ention of the -es oluti ons ormittee to · '"cl de in the 
resol tion a conde m tion of t he .?reside t because if t1is f ilure to insi s t t h t 
the. undctorj of ?alestine should c rr · o t the Jrovisions of he B lfour 
Decl~r4tion 'nits ndate ;hile he pretends t o supJort them . I urged • Dulles 
not to incl e that sentence &sit s unnecess· r y and 2rovo tive . His re~ly 

&s -P1 · t t hat We s not t ile concern of us, but of . e Republican Ps rty . This 
1&.s not resolution .l · c the Zionists ·· ere ado tin6 , but :h ich t he epublic 

Part., s ado. tin and t hat it wa t ' eir ri0 h t to express emselves on the 
ea;_.me sses of tLe t1r esent inistration if t •. ey so "ris hed. 

The draft of the resolut ion 
ond ... ., ornin..,· is a ,1pended h •re s 

s i tted b ., r . D, l es over t ~e tele hone 
hibit G. 

i s t e situ tion s of ond ..... · evenins • The "esolu,.ions o· ittee 
and the Dre.ft .ng Cor-.nittee rr.et t , t ,,e e rly hou s of Tue :da I:1ornin'-' . Towb.r ds 
the clo e of its lon r=: eli bera tions on t he ?lat or , t r.e Palestine plc.:. c e 
u.;, fo discussion c..l"d i:ere strenuo s o.,;_ osi tion de-relo_ped t o t he re lution at 
the hands of ven tor Da aher of onn . 11ho · a::i o ::>O'ed t t e 
clau e l:.lld also t o our telling Gre,,.t Britai · ~r. t t o do in a 
re l ly did not concern us. s ~n&tor ~naher ~r blem o us . shi n~t on. 

s a. resuJ.t of his obj :-ctions, ur pl nk · -s tLblcd, d as o" Tuesd,..y orning 
th .. :e .a.s no reso:i.ut ion on P,:;.lestine t0 be i r.c l ed in t ,e Pl1:1.tform . ( his 
info , tion iaS c .mve ed to us ec1rl Tuesda morning by ttorney Gene . .-al 
Goldstein . ) 

On Tues - Y mornin ~, the entire esol t i ons Co.. it t e reconvened a t 
ten o I cbc • I got in touch i th r.·r. Bro mell · 1d a.,;irised i.r.i of t he si tuati-n . 
P.e s id t,."J. ... t :~e ould - et in touch L.oedi t e :; \"l ith their sup;iorters on t. e 
Hesol t i ons o_unittee. ·:e telephoned ub ut extensively to eobers of the 
tlesolutions 'o 'ttee ib e believed to be :,ur friends . The s it a tion 
lined itself u as f ollows: ,.e could h ve resol u t i n such us ,as s o rn to 
us by J ena.tor T ft i? s-ed, but t .is would exclude any reference t ~ "co 1onw alth" 
and \ ruld endb..nger our ,.Josi t i on in Cone,res s; or e could as !{ hat no resol ution 
't '11 on Palest .. ne be i nt r oduced . In s .,i e of t h e o ;:i osi t i on hich had 
develo ed., I felt that our .JOSition in the gene al politicul ?ictu~e es 
strong, th~t tl.e te ublican P,rty lea.ders k.ne . thut it - s w-,r hile 
t o consi1er the desires of the Jewish citizens of merica . I t herefore took 
the ch nee .... nd t1.e res. onsibility to otify ' enator T ft hc... t les , the 
ter 11 common eulthn 'Nere i eluded in t he resolut · on , I prefe r ed t hat no 
resolution a t t.11 be do. ted dict .... ted a.letter to him ·· hich sePt do 1 

11th r . Leo u CK round 10:30 uesda,.1 morning . I t is here l h ).1en ed s 



- 4-

Exhibit H. 

t noori, I .ent doml to t. e Hotel Stevens here t:he l. esolutions C01."1Jllli ttee 
sin session. Shortly after I arrived, t he esolutions Co:nmitt ee adjourned 

its --:ieeting . e ere then ;>prL,ed that our resolut io c .e U.? f or discussion, 
the. .:>enator Dan • er _ d op,?osed it, th t _ li'red don of : ansa.s , i s a r y 
Donlon, tu- . ~cCaffer of Ne York d others spoke enthusi st·c~lly for it 
... nd that t he solutions or.1 i ttee ).,)roved of it and uthorized t e Drcfting 
Co · ttee to r.1a :e the final revisions .. 1ich ould eet so e of the objecti ons 
raised. 

t vhree o1 cloc , Sen~tor Ta_t 6ave s t e final dr aft of t~e resolution 
t<':1:ich is a .• ended s Exhibit I. 



EXHIBIT "A• 

Draft of pl nk b .:.!r . erm1;.n Sh lru n su it t e to 
Sen·tor ft . 

In t his most t r ic ho r for t he Je ish eople f Euro , 

of whom millions of innocent men, o en nd c ·1aren have been 

brutally m ssa.cred by t he N · zis , v e .f vor t· e i ng of :.mediate 

and effective measures t o resc e t ose who still survive, and in 

accordance ,i th the tradition l erican policy · e c 11 for t e 

ening of the doors of Palestine to t he free entry of Jews 

into th t co t ry and fr t he rantin to them of full o :;,ortunity 

for coloniz tion and settlement so t hat P lestine may be r ec ns tituted 

s a free and democratic Je sh commonwe•lth, in which all its 

inhabitants shall enjoy eli ous, cultur land civic e uality, 

.nd in w ch t he holy places, a • eri t ge to ...... nkind, ill be 

fully sa e· arded . 



EXHIBIT "C• 

Substl tute draft pr ep· red by 1!dss r y Donlon 

I n rder to give r efuge to mi lli ons of Jewish 

neopl e drive fro th ir h mes by tyranny, we cal l for t he 

opening of the doors of Palest ine to t he ent of Jews 

nto that conntry nd fr t he gruntin to t hem of 

opportunit for colonizati n d settlement . 



EXHIBIT "D" 

Revis -d Dr aft By 
Leo i.Jt:.C 

PALEi:)TINE 

e at.Jr Rober t 1 • • T&.ft - ...,i ·en t o 
on June 25, 1944 

In order to ive refu~e to millions of distressed men, 

omen d c · ren driven fron: their omes by tyranny, we c 11 

for t he openin of Pal estine to nrestricted Jewish i rr..mi ·ration 

a.nd land own rshi p nd the e3t blishment i n P·lestine of a 

n t i onal home for t he Jewish people, all in accord i t 1.l t he full. 

intent and _pur ose of t he B l four Declar.:ition of 1917 and the 

resolution of Con res doe1i:..eJ in 19 ' . , e c 11 on the 

President to insist that t J1e , andat or; of Palestine carry out the 

provisions of the &lfour·Declar ation cont · ined in ·ts 1and te . 



EXHIBIT "E" 

Dr . Si lver ' s r eviaed dr u t to oenator T f t 
ubmi tted , .. ond J morning , J une 26 

In or der to bi re refuge t o mi llions of dis tressed men, 

women and children driven f rom tPeir homes by t yranny , ve call for 

t he opening of Palestine to unrest ricted Jewish i i gr ation a.nd 

l and owner s hi, so that t he Jewis peopl e ay, i n accord ce 

i t h the full int ent and purpose of t he Balfour Decl arat ion 

of 1c17 and the r esol uti on of Congress adopted in 19 ~, 

reconst i tute Pal estine as a f r ee and democratic c mtlonwe 1th . 

,e cal l on the Pr esi dent to i nsist t h t t he mandt.to of 

al estine carry out t he provisions of t he Balfour Declar ation 

and of t he r andate. 



EXHIBIT "F" 

Letter sent by Dr. Silver to Genutor Taft enclosing 
revised draft . 

Hon . Robert • T f t 
Stevens Ho el 
Chicago, Ill. 

1y dear ~enut or Taft: 

June 26, 1944 

I am enc lo · here· i th t he revis ed dra f t ~. ich 
I t hin.~ meets t· e obj ections ·1 ic huve been rai ed, and 
at t he e time does ot do ar m t o t he c ances of t he 
resol utions s till pendin , i11 Congres s . I am f ollml'ing 
closely the draft ·hich you gave t o !r . Sack l ast night . 

I s till of t he o inion t' t t he ori i 1 draft 
which I se you s o . e time ugo i s t he one i ch most 
ade_ua.tel r meets the situ ..... tion and v'll ouse the greatest 
satisfac t ion among our eople. However, use ~our own good 
judgment &S t o which of the t wo should be adopted . 

I am profoundly rateful t o ou for your continued 
d loyal interest in t his great ca se . 

AH.S : BP 
Encs . 

•os t cor dially yours , 

Dr. Abb Hill el Sil ver 



EXHIBIT "G" 

Draft of ,esolut ion submitted b: Jr. Dulles to Dr . Silver 
ut 12 : 45 P . .. ·• - June 26 . 

In order o ive refu e to millions of dist ressed Jev~sh 

men, women and children driven f rom their homes b t yr anny, we call 

for t he ening of Palestine t o t heir unrestricted · ,unigr ation and 

1 nd o 1ership, so t u.t the Jewi sh • eople may, in accordance with the 

full inten nd purpose of the B· four Deel r ation of 1917 and the 

resolution of t he (Republican) Congress adopted in 1922, constitute 

alestine us e.. free nd democratic co, on 1ealth. 1 e d nctemn t h 

failure of t he President to ins i t ... _hut t he mandavor of Palestine 

carr·· out t he revisions of t he Balfour Declaration and of the 

r, ndate whi le he ;_Jretends to s upport tl-iem . 



EXHIBIT "H" 

Letter sent by Dr. Silver to en tor Taft on June 7, 

Hon . Robert • Taft 
Stevens Hotel 
C11ic1:1.go , Ill. 

'.y de· r .'enat Taft , 

J e 7, 1944 

I h ve been in . r med that t he re h1,s develo ,':ld in the dr aft i ng 
commi tee certain O~JO ition t o the inclusi on of the te commonwe 1th. 

I t: ink it ,, ill be a s erious ist e t drop the term, ·n· SI:l.Uch 
as it woul d Jr -ctica.U y ;;1 ·.-ce + 1e reso,ution valuel ess . I t ould l eo erve 
notice t h t t e . ublican arty 1as of1icially decla ed itself a iainst t he 
resolution ·:hich yo int roduced in t e nute and which . s o ending , 
,hich resolution e bodi e t he t rue asJir •t·ons of he J e ish eople d t he 
only practlc 1 solut ion for t he salv·ti on of sevoral ill ion of our o res sod 
~eople and for the age-old tragedy of J e. · s h fiL'- tio, a l ho ele.,sncss . The 
r evised pl nk, thHref ore, f&.r fro being a v1 elco e en· or..,ei.t an t of Jewish 
aspir ... tions v ould , indeed, be a whi t tlin down and 1:,. repudi t ion. 

I do not believo tat the objection of or.e or t,o eople 
ought t o be suffic ent t o f orce revision of the 9lank t o hich Governor 
De.my and many of the f oremos t eaders of the Party b ve i en t heir 
uniualified ·:,:>.)rov 1. If it is sufficient, t hen I ould l i ke to r e4uest 
t .... t no l ank on l estina rhat soever be included in the platf~,rm . 

0 uinst t he Jresent )ol itical bac~gr und here ' d -broad , a lank which 
ca ls for le~s th n a commonwealth is a defeat . 

Th :eric n Je ish Confer ence , eeti rg 1 st veptember in 
Ne·· Yor and represent i n0 or anlzed I :ierican Jewr y , voted ... lmost 
unani o sl for a Jewish co.. om, a l t h . 

'!S : BP 

s end yo my w r est gr eetings . 

ost cor' iul ly y urs , 

Dr . bba Hi l lel Silver 

P.S. You r.y r e~ch me 4t t e above address (Pl~za 1000) all morning . 



EXHI .2:>IT "I" -

Fin l draft of P,;.j.l estine Resolut.ion hich as included in 
t he Re ublicun Pl tform. 

I n order t o ~ive ref ge to .illion s of distressed J ewish men, women 

and children driven fro th3ir homes b.; tyranny , we c 1.,.ll for the O,:)ening 

of P lestine t o their unr estricted immit;. ati on and land ov'nershi p , so h t in 

accord...i.nce with the full i ntent • nd ~urpose of t~e Balfour Dec laration of 

1917 and t ie Resolution of a Republican Conzress in 1922, Palestine m~y be 

constituted as a f rae and democratic Co one 1 h . We condemn the f i lure 

f the President t o in ist th t t he manda to of Pal estine carry out the 
of 

r evis i on f the Balfour Declar~tion and/t e hmd t e 'll ile he r etends t o 

support t hem. 
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,Kiw, yiK, n,,,;,,;, nu~icn. 

The Jewish Agency for Palestine 

CONFIDlmTIAL MEMORANDUM 

To: American Section of the Executive 

FROM: Arthur Lourie 

August 7, 1947 

I am enclosing herewith copies of talks Major Ooma.y had with 

General Smuts , July .24, 1947 , and Mr. Hofmeyr , July 31 , 1947. 

encls. 

• 




