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DR. ABBA HILLEL SIL VER 

w 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver has for forty-six years been the spiritual leader 

of The Temple in Cleveland, the largest libe~a1 Jewish congregation in the 

United Sta·; cs. 

He has been actively identified ,nith xr.iany socic-.1 movements of ou1 .. da.y. 

E:c 'Na. s a.n early champion o:f the rights of orga:1i~ed labor., and cne of the fir6t 

2.dvocate s of unemployment ::.nsurancc: in the United States. I-le served as 

ch2 ir1.nan of the American S~ction of the J'e\vish Ag,?ncy for Israel., chairman o:f 

the Arr,e ri can 2 ion i st En1e rbency Coi:nci l r ar..d p:re s ident oi the Zionist Organizati 01 • 

of .Arneric. , of '\,✓hic,1 .. e is nOVi' Honc,~·a:ry Presi dcn~. Dr. Silve1· is regarded as 

the fo1·emost spokesm an of Z ionisrn in. the Ur"it'3d S ;ates. I-Ie represented the 

• 
r:nove.rnent befoxe the Assembly of the U:ii·;ed Nations, and is one of the leade:rs 

1•e:_:_Jon s ·b1e for the c s tab1ishn~ent of ~he S::ate cf ~sj•ael. In Decernber of 1955 he 

a s su :ned national leadership of the State of Israel BonJ Campaign. 

Dt:rinJ the Inauguration Ceremonieo of Pres2d nt ;}wight D. Eiscnhov-,er on 

Ja[.uary 2 0i 195 .-,, Dr. Silver delive r,1 d a :?1·aycr. He was recently honor,~,· i:1 

l ,ife 1',1aga·:.ine a s one oi the t\velve leading pi-e r che rs in. the United States. 

Dr. S:ilver is z.uthor of se·ver2.l volumes 011 history and raligion, notab~.y 

his v10::-k on ,:Re}igb:-n in a Changing Vlo;:ld" and 1' The •1,'Torld Crisis and Je:-wish 

Surviva1' 1 • ~-J:is b ool,, ''Visi()n and Vi,;to.ry 11
1 is a colle ction of his rr1ajor addre~n::C::s 

du.:\'ing th~ cru,cjal yea rs prior to the esiablishr:.1ent of the State oJ Israel. His 

t'1oughtful analyf-:i s of the Je,;v-ish fa:. tb. 11 V/ hen·e J udJ.is:n Differed'', ha.s beco1Y1<~ a 

reli g-ious he st-se lle r . 
~ 

1 I I'.\. ' d t ' 0 • • 1 T. • II 1-Iis :i.nost .rc cer t: vo urrie 1s .1.v'.t oses an n e r1g1na... o ra.1. . 

J chn Gunther, in his book, "11:s:.d.a U.S. iL " , £pe~ ks oi I>r. Silver as "the 

f1:rst CJtizcr:. of Claveland''. 



Dr. Abba Hi:.lel Silver 

Di·. Silver is a graduate of the Hebrew Union C,->llege., and was ordained 

1:1 1915. 1-Ic se1·ved as president of the Central ConfJrence of American Rabbis. 

Dr. Silver :1olds honorary degrees fi·om n1any J., merican universities . ln 

194-8 he received the annual :Natioaal Service Av1a1·d of Phi Ep£dlon Rho; in. 194 9 

Le : ~ceived the Cardoza 1v1e1norial A,11ard; in l 952 the l~ward of ~fi.erit of the 

Je\·l:sh '\Var Veterans of the United States; in 1953 the ltnnual Award of the 

Ze~~. Beta '!.'a-:.1; in 1957 the E5.senma.n ~\\vard o:f the Clevelm1.d Jewish i/lelfare 

F~<l~1:c~ii :,n and in 195& the Human Relations A'Na:rtl of the National Coni.erence of 

ChJ. -isti,J.ns and Jews. 1ri 1960 Dr. Silver :received the Theodo:r Herzl Gold MedalHt~h 

2r~d in 1961 th-e Ohio Go·verncr's 11.:wa:.~d .. In 1<)6 3, :Cr. Silver received the i.,c,uis 

D Brandeis A\vard.. 

D1· . Sil.ver is a mcn"lber of the Board of Ci-ove:i.·no1·s of the Hebrev, Univers1t y 

of Jerusalc:.n i11 .:"e::usalen-11 Isra,~l a...-id of the 'Iecnnion, Israel Institute of 

Technology i11 H2.ifa., l :;:-:-ael. 



Dr. Jacob R. Marcua 
Ame:rian Jevuh Arall1wa 
Cllrt.onklame 
CtncflllYlti 20~ Cliio 

D■ar Dr. Marcua: 

ID r■apon•• to JOUr letter ot 7 luruary• 'Die Templ.e 1a 
•tabllah:1118 a Memorial Aftb1 and U.lrrary here vblch 
will catalogue# Jilmotlla, 11114 hoUN Jlll4'■ 001111pnt-

111oe aD4 aaonld.lla. It 1• our 1Dteilt1oa t.o pibli.ti 
tour or m wltrna or W.• .... --1" l 11114 to wke tbe 
pollttcal corrapmMDCe afti.llabla to cftMlited acholan. 

We are in the proceea nav ot h1r1Dg a oaapetent 
arcbiYiat tor vbat should be a tvo to three year proJect. 
I'f you bave any •~tiona in this direction, I sboul.4 
be happy to hear tran you. 

With all F(>d viahea tor the Year, 

ILVER 



. . 
• 

RECOLLECTI<■S OF ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

-- SOLCllON B. FREEHOF 

In Septeaber, 1962, the Congregation Rode£ Shalom of 

Pittsburgh invited my claasaate, Abba Hillel Silver, to speak at 

a celebration which the Congregation organized in honor of my 

seventieth birthday. A few months later, I went to Cleveland to 

speak at the celebration held by The Temple for Abba Hillel Silver's 

seventieth. This exchange of visits had become a sort of tradition; 

I had been coming to Cleveland and he to Pittsburgh for our respect

ive anniversary celebrations for a number of years. Now I will miss 

him sorely at this year's rc:wmemoration of the fiftieth year of my 

ordination, and I realize with sorrow that I will not speak at a half 

century celebration of his ordination. 

At this seventieth celebration in Pittsburgh, Abba Silver 

spent the first part of his address talking of our school days. He 

spoke of the time when he first met•, of the prize essays for which 

we competed with each other, the first of which he had won and the 

second of which I had won. Our student days, so long ago, were brought 

to living ••ory by his speech. And it is worth discussing those days 

now, because the unusual nature of college life of the Hebrew Union 

Colle1e in those years explains much of his career and his relation

ship to his rabbinical colleagues. 

The Hebrew Union College in those days had nine classes. 

There were four preparatory claases (for boys chiefly in high school 

or from small cities in which they did not have an opportunity to 

leam much Hebrew) and then there were the five clasaes of the col

legiate department. 'Dleae were for •n who attended the University 



-2-

of Cincinnati. Men rarely came to the College in tboae days as uni

versity graduates. We in the collegiate departMnt attended univer

sity in the morning and the Hebrew Union College in the afternoon, 

until our senior year at the College (i.e., the fifth collegiate 

class) when we were finished with the University and could attend 

the College alone. The total student body in those days, scattered 

over nine classes, was between forty and fifty. So moat classes had 

only five or aix students. It was an exceptional class that had ten 

students. It was therefore iaapossible for a person not to know one's 

classmates well. 'lbat meant, too, that the professors, even the old

est and most absent-minded of thea, knew the students aore intimately 

than would be possible in a larger school. 

In addition to the fact that the classes were small and the 

classmates knew each other well, the fact that most of the students 

spent nine years in a college which had between forty and sixty stu• 

dents, meant that all classes knew each other well. A man who entered 

into the first grade, the D grade, knew the eight classes ahead of him 

and by the time he was a senior, he knew the eight classes behind him. 

When, therefore, he graduated and entered the Central Conference of 

Aaerican Rabbis, be already knew a large proportion of its members. 

Thus there was an unusual dearee of comradeship among the rabbinical 

colleagues. 

All this has bearing on Abba Silver's relationship to bis 

colleagues. It was impossible for a person at the College not to be 

known or understood. It was evident at the very beginning that be 

was different in temperament from moat of us. We were often serious, ,_, 
but we were boys and rather lighthearted. We ... at once he was more 

mature, or at least auch more adult than most of us. There were certain 

boyish or post-adolescent characteristics which he seeaed to lack en

tirely or which he bad outgrown. Aa young people, we were capable of 
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sudden new enthusiasu, friendships, quarrels, excitement over matters 

which soon proved to be trivialities. He aeemed already at nineteen 

to have grown away fr0111 the excitability, from the frothiness of youth. 

He never just babbled for the sake of self-expression. He would express 

a strong opinion, but would never excitedly snatch at passing ideas. He 

had, it seemed to us then, a premature reserve. He had the capacity, 

characteristic of aature leadership, for listening patiently and in 

silence. Re could not or would not make sudden friendships and get 

into minor quarrels. There seems to have been no triviality about him 

from the very first time we met him. We were rather boyish and he was 

already in temperament a man. 

'lbat does not mean that he was solean or dour. He had a 

hearty sense of humor. He could tell and be delighted by some char

acteristic anecdote. He was capable of making some brilliant plays 

on words or to twist a well known sentence or quotation into a new 

and charming idea. He could laugh heartily, but not giggle. He had 

humor but very little playfulness. 

Much of his quiet maturity, his reserve, may well have been 

due to basic temperament or to the mood of the life of his family in 

New York; but certainly a great deal of it was due to the fact that 

when he came to Cincinnati to attend the College, he already had a 

serious goal in life, in addition to the rabbinate and his personal 

career. He was a strong and convinced Zionist. For the last ten and 

twenty years in Allerican life, being a Zionist represents an almost 

no1"11181 or average attitude. But in thoae daya, fifty-five years ago, 

it was an exceptional attitude, eapecially in this new enviromaent to 

which he had come to study for the Reform Rabbinate. 

The general tradition of Reform Judaism had been anti-Zionist 

or, more correctly, Refora Judai••• which preceded Zionia■ by two generationa, 
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had a world attitude which vaa bound to become anti-Zioniatic. 'l'he 

Refora movement waa an outgrowth of the universalistic hopes of the 

Enlightenaent; it waa rooted in the conviction that the future would 

bring a diainution of the differences between peoples. Therefore the 

new nationalism that aroae in Europe seemed to the leaders of Reform 

Judaism to be a retrogression. Of all the literature of the Jewish 

past, they stressed the universalistic dreams of the Prophets. There

fore when Jewish nationalism arose in parallel to the new forces of 

modern history, it aee•d to the leaders of Refora to be a grave error, 

a backward step, almost a denial of the idealis■ of the universalist

prophetic dream. Therefore anti-Zioni811l or anti-nationalism to the 

earlier generation of Reformers was a matter of principle, an idealisa. 

It then developed into a sort of prejudice, for Jewish nationalism 

seemed to them to be an anti-cultural ■oveMnt, an anti-modern move

ment, a strange ideology springing from the mass life of oppressed 

Jewry in eastern Europe. 

Into such an eRvironment compounded of ideals and moods, 

Abba Silver came with his wara and passionate Herzlian Zionism. In 

this be differed, not only from the opinion of moat of the Faculty, 

but fr011 the average students who came from the Middle West. lbe boys 

from the Eastern Seaboard were often sympathetic to Zionism, but they 

were in this regard much leas serious than be. If a student became 

devoted to aoae practical cause, it would generally be the cause of 

social service and the social advance, for this was the logical expres

sion of the traditional propbetisa of Reform Judaism. He was exceptional 

as a nationalist devotee, a Zionist activist. 

One or two of our scboolaatea caae from the aame group aa be 

did, and also hia brother Maxwell came to the College the next year; 

and we learned then of the background of his strong and convinced 
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Zionism. His father was one of the earliest Hebrew teachers aaking 

use of modern Hebrew, who influenced bis aons and his pupils in modern 

Hebrew conversation and Herzlian Zionism. He was a pioneer in this 

new method of Jewish education which later became almost universal. 

We learned how these pupils founded the Herzl-Zion Club froaa which 

many of the later leaders of the Zionist movement came; how they wrote 

plays in Hebrew and gave them in a public hall; how Abba went to the 

meetings of the various lodges and unions to persuade the organiza

tions to buy tickets. All this early pioneer Zionistic enthusiasm 

gave a direction to his life froa which he never deviated. 

Many of us had come from families which were Zionists or in 

which there was a member who was interested in Zionism; but Zionism 

was a minor movement in American Jewish life in those days, so there 

were none of us whose whole family life was organized in so firm a 

Zionist devotion as his was. Certainly our Hebrew education at home 

was then of the Chedfar or the Talmud Torah type of those days, without 

the many changes which the use of conversational Hebrew later brought 

about. 

I think it was in the first year that Abba Silver was at 

College that a famous Zionist world leader came to Cincinnati and was 

invited to address the students at the Chapel service. I am no longer 

sure who the speaker was; it may have been Nachum Sokolow. After he 

spoke, Abba was asked to give a reaponse and thanks on behalf of the 

students. To our astonishment, this new student from New York made 

the response in fluent, modern Hebrew. I know that very few, if any 

of the other students, could have done that. We recognized at once 

that Abba Silver had a new type of Jewish background, different fro• 

ours, and that bis interest in Zionisa was auch more single-ainded 

and devoted than ours. 
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Perhaps this was one additional reason for his quiet thought

fulness. He had some very strong thinking to do. Those of us whose 

sympathy with Ziouisa seemed at variance with the non- or anti-Zionism 

of aost of our teachers had only to adjust a sentiment to a doctrine. 

But he had two strong doctrines to adjust and to harmonize. He must 

have spent a great deal of quiet time weighing the two points of view 

and seeking an inner harmony. 

Being reserved in mood and having auch to think about, he 

could easily have kept aloof from his classmates and school.mates and 

gone on alone on his chosen road through his life, except for his 

family and intilllate coworkers. But this was the Hebrew Union College, 

the school in which forty to fifty· young men saw each other for hours 

every day and for a.any years. We were a fmily in which temperamental 

differences were recognized and generally respected, and yet in which 

all the •llll>ers knew that they belonged together. So Abba Silver, the 

devoted Zioniat, the serious, reserved, thoughtful aan never withdrew 

or could withdraw fro• his classmates or his colleagues. He became an 

intimate part of our college life, participating in the concerns of our 

atudent aeetings and playing an active part in our college enterprises, 

except athletics. Baseball or basketball, etc., never interested him 

at all. Jln our meetings, he rarely argued about procedural aattera __,,, 
or the trivia of organizational politics. He would therefore not speak 

frequently but, as might be expected of a man of hia temperament, be 

would wait till a thought vaa matured in his llind (a patience not eaay 

for young people) and then when he knew precisely what he wanted to 

advocate and how to advocate it, he raised hia hand for the floor, 

slowly unfolded his tall, lanky fraae, and began to speak. We had 

never before heard such eloquence at our student aeetinga. We had 

plenty of good men, bright men, wbo could express themaelvea; but none 
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of us could speak in bis particular way. Heaven knows where he learned 

these secrets of eloquence! He did not throw away emotion by hot, ex

citable speech; but quietly, with steady march, and in his magnificent 

clarion voice, expressed his ideas with firm tread, giving weight to 

every sentence. 

Abba had decided that what the College student body needed 

was a literary magazine. He advocated the idea and we all adopted the 

enterprise. He became the first editor of the Hebrew Union College 

Monthly, the magazine which has continued for over fifty years with 

only occasional interruptions. 

The intiaaacy which kept this reserved and thoughtful man 

close to our college life and activity continued as it did with all 

of us in the Central Conference of American Rabbis, for as we mentioned 

before, when we entered the Conference, almost half of the membership 

were former schoolmates. He could easily have kept his membership in 

the Conference down to a nominal, professional affiliation, much as a 

busy physician might belong to the American Medical Association without 

taking part in its organizational activities or even attending its con

ventions.. If that had happened with Abba Silver, it would have been 

understood -- regretted but forgiven -- because very soon, he became 

deeply involved in significant Jewish work outside the scope of our 

direct rabbinical pr'ofessional concerns. He bec&M very quickly the 

outstand·ing young man in the Zionist 1110Vement in America, soon one of 

the coming leaders, and after a while, the leader. He contributed more 

than any other American Jew to the establishment of the independent 

State of Israel. All this work of his involved him in endless political 

battles in the Zionist organization, constant involvement with the raising 

of money, frequent visits to Washington for discussion with government 

officials, areat rallies and protest •etings all over the country, and 
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participation in the World Zionist Congresses. Thia could understand• 

ably have taken him away from our professional organizational contacts. 

Yet he never permitted it to do ao; the rabbinate meant too auch to 

him as a life calling, and the intimacy of our faaily life at the College 

put the impress of brotherliness upon him. For very aany years, he 

always managed to come to our Conference, if only for a day or two. 

He never failed to give a paper or a sermon or a lecture when the 

Program Ccwn1ttee asked him to do so. He never aideatepped service 

to the Conference. 

Of course, in hi• attendances at the Conferences, be could 

frequently serve the Zionist cause which was so dear to him. Every 

year we bad resolutions which tried somehow to balance the traditional 

anti-Zionism of the older generation and the growing interest in Zionism 

of the younger. We constantly had debates on the wording of our reso

lutions on Palestine and Zionism. All this was important to him, but 

that was not the reason for his attendance at Conferences. He never 

regarded the Conference as merely or primarily one more institution 

which he could use to further the Zionist cause. The Conference it-

self was precious to hi• as a professional organization of the Refora 

rabbinate, his beloved callin1, and also because of the boyhood friend

ship and comradeship which our College life instilled in him and in 

us all. Therefore he continued in his attendance and his service to 

the Conference and, when the time came, became our President and served 

aagnificently as the leader of our profession. 

Abba Silver entered into a career in which he delivered a 

new address twice (or at leaat once) a week. An ordinary lecturer 

may prepare two or three lectures for a year, and go around the country 

repeating the■ in city after city. Of course in bis rabbinical life, 

from the very beginning, he had to travel around the country to speak 
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for the Zionist cause and for other causes. Thia experience of nation

wide lecturing caae to hi• earlier than to moat because he entered the 

rabbinate already in connand of a grand eloquence. But in addition to 

the two or three lectures which could be given over and over again in 

different parts of the country, as all traveling speakers aust neces

sarily do, he was an active rabbi and had to speak to the same congre

gation once or twice a week. A man can prepare two or three lectures 

aa an objective task. He has a theme to express and he expresses it. 

Some of his personality, though not necessarily much, will be revealed 

in these lectures. But a man who has to speak to the same congregation 

week after week, cannot possibly be entirely or chiefly objective. In

evitably he will soon begin to reveal his deeper attitudes and his own 

basic temperament. A good selection of Abba Silver's lectures and ad

dresses, as this book is, ia aore than an ~osition of his ideas, it 

ia a revelation of hia personality. 

Thus there can be no secret of what Abba Silver believed, 

thought, and advocated. And when we put together his thoughts from. 

college days with the thoughts in his writings of later years, it is 

astounding how consistent his personality and his ideas are. There 

is, of course, growth and broadening with greater knowledge, and deepen-

ing with richer understanding which the years bring to a fortunate person. 

But the basic principles and the basic moods re11&in the saae. It is not 

that the set of ideas which he brought to the Hebrew Union College remained 

fixed all through his life. They were, of course, always there, but were 

deepened and enriched and were taught, aa it were, to stand aide by side 

with certain convictions and life attitudes that c- to hi• at the 

Hebrew Union College and with others which came to hi• as he lived 

and worked in the great city of Cleveland and became a leading force 
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in that great metropolis. He brought frm New York a powerful, deep

rooted Jewiahness. He added to it in Cincinnati an idealistic Judaism, 

and expanded it in Cleveland to an active, practical vision of social 

bette1'118nt. All these ideas were interwoven into his personality be

cause he, in his deliberate thinking and meditation, had himself woven 

them into a consistent unity. 

And a unique unity it was! He came, as we have said, to the 

Hebrew Union College with a powerful sense of Jewish nationalism which 

was some day to be translated and realized in a Herzlian sense into a 

Jewish State. In Cincinnati he came into contact with a third genera

tion of leadership of the Reform movement (our President, Dr. Kohler, 

was a pupil of Geiger) and he saw the world idealism which breathed 

through it. He always appreciated and never mocked that prophetic 

ideali••• In his own thinking, he made an extraordinary Mrger of 

both moods, the one, inward towards Jewish concentration, and the 

other, outward towards world brotherhood. 

his rethinking of the prophetic ••sage. 

He achieved it through 

Whereas the early Refo~ 

emphasized only the vision of world unity, he saw in the Prophets their 

vision of Israel's redemption as an instruaent for huaan brotherhood. 

Therefore his first constructive thinking was in the realm of Messianism, 

the redeaption of Israel leading to the red•ption of the world. His 

first book was in that field. Herzlian Zionist tbouab he was, and 

convinced that nationalism was indispenaable for the redemption of 

the people of Israel, he nevertheless looked forward to the ti• when 

the nationalism of each separate nation would outarow parochial aelf

worahip and become a force towards world unity. Ylat the early Reformer• 

dreaaed of for the world, he dreamed of attaining through Jeviah nation• 

aliaa, a redee•d Israel, as a aervant and exeaplar to the world. 

There is a conatant danger in eloquence. The ability to aove 

an audience by the pageant of atirring aental picture• can become an 
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intoxicatina joy to the speaker, until he begins to rely aore and aore 

on the success of a technique. Thia never happened to hi■. Perhaps 

it was bia father who trained bi■ first to honest study. At all events, 

froa his college days, be waa an earnest and devoted student and remained 

ao all hia life. • The content of bis addresses and aeraon,r was always 

aore important to hi• than the manner in which they were given. The 

Jewish content, in addition to the ideas fr0111 a general world culture, 

was rather extraordinary and surprisingly original. From so• semi-obscure 

Cabalistic work, frca soae medieval Jewish historical chronicle, he would 

produce an illustration that waa enlightening and brilliant. Perhaps 

aore astonishing was bis use of Scripture. Innuaerable men know the 

Bible well and can quote it aptly; but it might well be said that he 

never actually quoted Scriptural verses, or rarely did so. He had ab

sorbed Scripture so completely through constant and thoughtful and re

ceptive reading that Scriptural verses or fragment• of verses appeared 

interwoven into the texture of a sentence, to produce a aost original 

and, to those who knew the Bible, a stirring effect. 

The only analogy that comes to mind to illustrate his absorp-

tion of Scripture is the way William Shakespeare used the Bible. Shakespeare 

alaost never quotes a verse from Scripture as it is, but Scriptural phrases 

suddenly loom up in the texture of his language. The Book of Proverbs 

speaks of the soul of man being the candle of the Lord. The Psalm speaks 

of man's life as a moving shadow. Shakespeare had these verses in lllind 

and he also saw before him in his daily experience the footlights of the 

stage, which in those days were lighted candles casting the ahadow of 

the moving actors onto the stage floor; and he embodied Scripture and 

experience into the words in ita.beth: "Out, out, brief candle. Life 

is a passing shadow, a poor actor who frets his hour upon the stage ••. " 

In some such way, Abba Silver made Scripture part of the texture 
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of his public speech and tumed the letter of the Bible into the living 

word. All of which indicates that be was a constant student. He believed 

in the discipline of study, and often when he spoke on education, he re

ferred to the primary duty, almost the moral duty, of teaching students 
\ 

early the discipline of concentrating the •nd on a problem and not re-

laxing until the problem is solved. 

It was certainly the Biblical influence which led to his great 

eaphasis on social justice. He was a fearless advocate of the rights of 

Labor and that, too, in his original way. He did not make hie social 

ideals the reflection of a political or doctrinal radicalism. I do not 

re•9ber ever hearing from him, even in our student days, any expression 

of an idea that could properly be called Marxist. Somehow political 

radicalism did not attract him. It may be because be was a strong Herzlian 

Zionist, and in the ;:r;r;:::gt_ of his boyhood, Socialists in those days 

were s .. , .. anti-religionists a~::~:e'!tly mocked the intense Jewishness 
A 

of their fellow Jews. This was long before a •rger was aacle between 

Socialis• and Zioniaa in the Labor Zionist moveaent.~o in his original 

and independent fashion, he could coabine political conservatisa with 

social reform. He was a Republican in politics, I believe, although we 

never discussed that. At all events, he was a close friend of Robert 

Taft, who headed the con•ervative wing of the Republican Party. He 

could cOllbine social justice with conservative politics because his 

ideals of social justice were not derived froa politics at all, but 

fr- his religion, from the prophetic idea~••] He believed that reli• 

gion should never be an apologist for any social aystem, but should 

always, through the teraa of its own inner aandate, work to allay the 

injustices of the world. 

So Abba Hillel Silver waa his own aan. His opinions matured 

and developed fr011 within; and once they developed, they received the 
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superb advocacy of his aagnificent eloquence. Because his opinions 

developed frcm within, being the outgrowth of syntheses which he him-

self created through his thought and study, he was firmly rooted; and 

when he spoke, he spoke frOlll a firm conviction. 'Ibis 111Ust be considered 

his moat noticeable characteristic. It was noticeable in his boyhood 

at the College and conspicuous all through the years in his public 

career. If there was an issue upon which he was not convinced, he 

would not speak upon it. I do not ever remember hia, in any of his 

speeches, weighing one alternative against the opposite and trying to 

arrive at a conclusion while he stood upon his feet. When he was not 

yet convinced, he would either dismiss the subject as one on which he 

bad no opinion. or else he would weigh the matter in silence until he 

achieved an opinion, and when he achieved it, be believed in it and 

advocated it with power. I never heard hi• give a trivial or a shilly

ahallying speech. He always gave the impression of strength, of fearless 

strength. 

It is not the purpose of these few words to enumerate Abba 

Hillel Silver's many achievements -- some of thea unforgettable -- or 

to list his books or to analyze his addresses as to their content, or 

to try to find the secret of his remarkable eloquence. These lines 

are •ant to convey the iapression he aade upon a classmate and colleague 

and to tell what his personality meant to his friends and colleagues in 

all these years. He was an original. Whatever thoughts he had learned 

from people or books, were reworked and remade into new foraa and ideas. 

He was an eabodiment of the beat of our Jewish literature. He was a aan 

of ideals and powerful conviction. While he lived, he was a tower of 

atrength to ua all, and bia honored memory will, we pray, remain to en

hearten and to bless. 



• 

MILTON MATZ 
ASSOCIATE RABBI 

UNIVERSITY CIRCLE AT SILVER PARK 

CLEVELAND, OHIO 44106 

TELEPHONE : 791 - 7755 

DANIEL JEREMY SILVER 
RABBI 

LEO S. BAMBERGER 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

LAWRENCE A . FORMAN 
ASSISTANT RA.BBi 

February 2, 1965 

Rabbi Solomon B. Freehof 
Rodef Shalom Temple 
Fifth and ~rewood Avenue 
Pittsburgh 13, Pennsylvania 

Dear Dr. Freehof: 

I am most grateful to you. The meiooir is wann and reads 
well and it will give an insight into dad that only you 
could share with the reader. I am most grateful to you. 

I should like premission to excise two sentences beginning 
... ''He was a republican, his poll tics ... " This is one 
of the legends that has grown up and which I would not like 
to perpetuate. Dad's friendship with Taft was born out of 
mutual respect, but was large!¥ based on Zionist concerns. 
Dad dJdnot wear any party label nor did he set great store 
in party pla.tfonns. But, if by politics we mean a program 
of social reconstruction, he was a liberal among liberals. 

In any case, your preface will make a magnificent intro-
duction. ~ 

Ora tefully, 

~ -·, 
D ~L JEREMY SILVER 

DJS:mgm 



CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
7 9 0 MADISON AVENUE 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleve l and, Ohio 44106 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

NEW Y O R K 2 1 , N . y . 

February 21, 1964 

We would be very happy to cooperate in making materials available in 
connection with your collecting your father's papers, but, unfortunate
ly, between the two years that elapsed between the time the ~ Admini
strative Secretary of the Conference died and the time that I was elected 
to my present office a good deal of Conference material somehow disap
peared. When I came into the office I tried to collect as much as was 
possible but very little was available. 

The only things I can find here relating to your father are one copy each 
of reprints from the Yearbook, one of them on "Israel" and the other on 
"The World Crisis and Jewish Survival," and I am sending these to you 
under separate cover. 

There are no files at all of correspondence with your father.* Frequent
ly, however, presidents of the Conference did not turn files over to the 
office and very likely you will find some of that correspondence in your 
father's files. 

As to Executive Board minutes, the Yearbooks contain the reports on Exe
cutive Board meetings in the report of the Administrative Secretary. 

I suppose you have been in touch with Dr. Jacob Marcus of the American 
Jewish Archives about material he has and very possibly some of the mate
rial he has ab9ut ~yoot ~father may be materials relating also to your 
father's connection with the Conference. 

With good wishes. 

SLR:dbs 

Sincer,ly, , 

, g:,£ ~ / ~-
Sid ~y L. 'regner 
Executive Vice President 

"' a~••1 (JL-'Z- ~ •( L,._,._• l (;;;,,,<._ l .J ,:..:,J 

f!.~ ~;,~ /J, //,t.µ<c.<~ .. ~ •'l ~ e ll.. 

OFFICERS 
JULIAN MORGENSTERN, Honorary President 

Macon, Ga. 

LEON I. FEUER, President 
Toledo, Ohio 

JACOB J. WEINSTEIN, Vice President 
Chlca10, Ill. 

SIDNEY M. LEFKOWITZ, Treasurer 
JackscNWIIII, Fla. 

JEROME R. MALINO, Recordln1 secretary 
Danbury, Conn. 

ABRAHAM D. SHAW, Flnancl1I Secretary 
Blltlmore, Md. 

-----
SIDNEY L. REGNER, Executive Vice President 

New York, N. Y. 

NORMAN B. MIRSKY, Assistant 
Ntw York, N. Y. 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 
IRWIN M. BLANK, Tenafly, N. J. 
SIDNEY H. BROOKS Omaha, Neb. 
DAVID I. CEDARBAUM, Chlca10, Ill. 
SAMUEL COOK, Flushlnl, N. Y. , 
A. STANLEY DREYFUS, Galveston, T1us 

*MAURICE N. EISENDRATit, New York, N. Y. 
FLOYD S. FIERMAN, El Paso, T1111 
HAROLD L GELFMAN, Macon, GI. 
JOSEPH L. GINSBERG, Peoria, Ill. 

*NELSON GLU~~l;(L Cincinnati, Ohio 
NORMAN M. lliULUBURG, A111111t1, Ga. 

MILTON GREENWALD, Brunswick, Ga. 
MORRIS N. KERTZER Larchmont, N. Y. 
ALBERT G. MINDA, Mlnneapolls, Minn. 
JACOB POLISH, Forest HIiis, N. Y. 
NORBERT L. ROSENTHAL. Tulsa, Okla. 
SAMUEL SANDMEL Cincinnati, Ohio 
HERMAN E. SCHAALMAN, Chlc110, Ill. 
MYRON SILVERMAN, Cleveland, Ohio 
LEO E. TURITZ, Decatur! Ill. 
KARL WEINER, Skokie, II. 

•Ex-officio 
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orar.croa or .ucaivu: JACOB R. MARCUS, Ph.D. . .. 
A.tlolJ,h S. OcJu Professor of A.mmai11 Jewuh Hislt,ry, Hebrew U,cum C.Olleie-Jewish lnstalule of Rel,pm 

ilSISTAPfr 01•r.croa: STANLEY F. CHY ET, Ph. D. 
A.uislaffl Professor of A. merican Jewish History, Hebrew llflum C,olltie-Jewish ln.stitMte of R.elip,n 

AMERICAN JEWISH ARCHIVES 
CLIFTON AVENUE • CINCINNATI 20, OHIO 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Sliver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Rabbi SI Iver: 

August -4, 1964 

I was delighted to get your letter of July 20 and to learn 
that you are going ahead with the publishlng of Dad's lectures, 
etc. 

It is very difficult to secure competent help. The first 
name that occurs to me Is Mr. Charles Reznlkoff, 364 West 18th 
Street, New York, N. Y., 10011. He would do an excellent iob. 

I hesitate to recommend any of our graduate students. 
Frankly, they are not Interested In this type of work; they have 
their eyes on the glories of the rabbinate. However, If any names 
occur to me, I wl II contact you. 

As far as a retired rabbi is concerned, I think that you would 
be making a mistake In using one of them. A word to the wise. 

My own suggestion ts that you get In touch with the Dean of 
the Graduate School at Western Reserve, and ask him for the names 
of competent persons. 

With all good wishes to you and your dear ones for the New 
Year, I am, 

JRM:sg 

P.S. Rezntkoff would be the Ideal man. 



-• • 

bbi Jacob R. Marcua 
rican Jevia 1 hi vea 

Cll:fton Avenue 
Cincinnati 20, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Marcus: 

bbi Si :ver is o o 
ome about Aug\18 20 • I W1 

of August 4th to his at ent1on 

ect 
le · er 

ours, 

Mrs . L. Go 
Seczetary 



llabb1 Solomn B. Pleebof 
Rout' Sbalaa 'ftaple 
i.905 F1tth Awmue 
Plttaburgb. 13, PennqlYIIDia 

D■u Dr. i'reebot: 

September 17, tg61. 

Plnt, happy n.v Year. It ae,rned loneq here, but ve aid haft 
t1m eervices, and. a.not.her year 1• launched. 

,.. I aure )'OU know,..,. have undertaken to publish some YO]JZII 
o~ Diel'• lecturea, addreuea, aermona, etc. My id• 1• to p:ro
dl.1ce so tbing J1ke the selected works ot ~ G. Ebelov. 

All archiviet baa been at work vith Dad •a DBteriala dnce Jamaary 
aae, •Qd w are nov begjDD1pg to paJJ -.ten.ala into ahape and 
c11JJ vbat CNght to be pabl1abed. It 1• our plan to prodace tour 
or n.ve moat attract.1.Ye ff>l:□01 am to distribute tha1e t.o 
l:lbrari•, uar.d.nart•, rabbia1 etc. We have money 1D bend tar 
e1c11Mng -, coacelvable •IJPW• 1D tbe proJect. 

I u 'WODder1Dg lt I oonld 1-v•• oa ,aa, Utt 1• an imp>td.tlan, 
to write the 1ntro4uctoey •• 1:4r. I have 1n m:I.Dd aometh:!ng veq 
mob um that vhlcb ,.. ao.. tor lnelov 117 Peltx Ifty. I mw 
ot no one vbo 00111" exia••• vith gx ■■ter JmovJ_,. or u1U the 
liq driYN and d1s1n:d.-.ma ot Dad.'• tbougbt u4 t11:obtnc,. It l• 

wv: thought to pablt.ah tbe nrat tvo volm• v1th1n the 11u and 
tsMD tollatr nery au --~ v.tth anotbc. All w111 be boun4 
aimllar~ an4 I know vill ns!re a tine aontrlbu.tion to Jft'lab 
latten. 

l'oeal.d 10'& 1an4ertake mcb a proJect, aD4 it ao, coul4 V9 hoJe tor 
a IIIIIDWICZ'1pt b7 tbe ftnt o~ March! Jre1tSl11■ t-o aay, I voul4 be 
d■Qq patet\11. to 10\I• 

taa vlll 'be 1Dta•W, I tld.at, tA> lDtN tbat a ctae1r ot Ju0&1aa 
b8&r1ag Dad'• nane bu ba1n eatabl1ahed at Western Beaene 
Udnrnit7. !lane ot a11r lnael tc,gp.1etlou nls■ar.l'bed haJt a 
lllll10D dollan to tM■ lll"0.1eat. aa4 it'• a lllleatoae tor our 
oc tt7. ., tM ~, 1-n 11M er, 9111111Uou u to 11bo ld.gbt 
'be the ts.rat OOGQantlt 



., - . 

Rllb'bl Soloa, L I\ 11t~t 8epteber 17, 19Q 

Om,U.al.q1UID'9, 

DABIEI,JBIGJUSIIRBR 
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RABBI SOLOMON B. FREEHOF, D . D. 
ROOEF SHALOM TEMPL-E 

l"'JP"TH ANO MORltWOOD A VENUES 

PITTSBURGH 13, PENNSYLVANIA 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Danie 1 : • 

September 22, 1964 

I am happy to be asked to write a memoir 
as an introduction to Abba's addresses. Since you 
are planning the shape of the books, tell me how 
long you would like it to be. 

In the meantime, give my love to Mother 
and accept my best wishes for you and your own family 
for a happy, healthy, new year. 

As ever1 

SBF:t Solomon B. Freehof 



Rabbi Soloron • Freehof 
Rodef Shalom Temple 
Firth and ~rewood Avenues 
Pl tta~~gb 13, Punayl'ftDia 

Dear Dr. Freehof: 

Septemb r 25, 1964 

Needless to say, I am deeply gratified that you have 
agreed to wr1 te a memorial introduction to Dad's 
addresses. I am thinking or a p ece o so e twenty-five 
or sop es and o e which ou.ldl d ~ tice to all facets 
ot Dad's po ere. But you o~d.: kno better than I 
what to say and how. 

Mather Joins 

DJS:lg 

in sending or love and af'f'ectio. 

incerely ours, 

DANI •L JE.RM.l SILVER 



, 

RABBI SOLOMON B. FREEHOF, D. D . 
ROOEF SHALOM TEMPL.E 

"1fFTH ANO MOAIEWOOO A Vll:NUES 

PITTSBURGH 13, PENNSYLVANIA 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
lbe Temple 
University Circle and Silver Park 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Danie 1 : 

January 18, 1965 

I have been delaying writing the ae110ir on 
Father chiefly because I waa very buay; and when I 
thought about getting it done, I found that I had 
certain heaitations which I would like you to diapel 
for me, since it will be a labor of affection for me 
to do it. 

My first hesitation is that I never was active 
with Father in bis Zionist work which formed such a part 
of his life. Leon Feuer was and Leon could deal with 
this part of his work better than I. However, the book 
will be a collection of his sermons and addresses, which 
was to me the moat important part of his life; and that 
being the case, I can write the memoir. But I need a 
little help. I would like you to aend • a list of the 
seraona and lecture titles you are going to use in the 
books, so that I can get a notion of their relative pro
portion. Secondly, I would like you to send me three or 
four typical lectures and addresses, sufficiently different 
from each other so that I can restudy them. I would like 
to say a number of specific thing• about his methods. 

With best wishes to Mother, yourself and the 
family, I am 

As ever, 

SBF:t Solomon B. Preehof 



• 
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llabbl SolnmD B. Pzeebot 
Rodet flla]OI Temple 

Jerwm, 20, ]965 

P1fth u4 lbreuaod Aftllllll 
P1 ttabursb lJ, Penaylwmia 

Dear Dr. P: eehot: 

I am in receipt ot your letter ot Jam.ary 18. 
I vlll pit together tJle liata ~ aezum cboicea 
vblch you ftCl\11119t and 111111 tJ>e to~ within 
a •tter of a wet or eo. We are tortunete to 
have typeacr:lpta o all Dad'• a«rmoria and I pro
poee to pibllah ea •>v or these u are heeh, 
oomplete, and D01l-repetit1Ye. 

With all good vlah• to U.lltan, I 1w1etn 

Aa ~, 

JlAJIIBI,JIRlll!SIInR 



RABBI SOLOMON B. FREEHOF, D. D. 
"ODEF SHALOM TEMPLE 

"1fl'TH ANO MOREWOOC AVENUES 

Pl'TTSBURGH 13, PENNSYL.VANIA 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Danie 1: 

January 27, 1965 

I took so long to get started to write my 
memoir of your dear father. I know now why it was; 
it was because I never shared with him those active 
years of work in the Zionist move•nt, and those 
struggles were central in hia life. Therefore I 
thought that you should ask one of hie coworkers 
in the Zionist cause to write the memoir; but then 
this person might not know or appreciate his work 
as a rabbi which was so dear to him. I could not 
think of anybody who could write on both sides of 
his life. 

Perhaps you will find this memoir insuf
ficient, and you may want someone else to write about 
his leadership in the Zionist move•nt in addition to 
this. At all events, instead of waiting for you to 
send me the list of addresses you will include, I 
decided to quote nothing at all from liia addreaaea, 
but to try to reconstruct his personality from college 
days, and the impact of his personality upon our move
ment. Use this as you will; if you do not use it at 
all, I will not be offended, but of course I hope you 
will find it usable. 

Give my love to Mother. 

As ever, 

s: ;.r,r. 
SBP:t Solomon B. Freehof 



Solo1oon B. Freeho 

Dear Dr. eehof: 

venue 
y vau1 

I irDSt grateful to you. The lllefl!K>ir is warm and rea48 
vell arid 1 t w1 ll gt: e ins1 1 nly you 
could 6 w1 you. 

&1 ci o s beglnning 
• • • pu llcan, his p.> • ~1cs ••• 1 s ie one 
or the 1.e~...,.IUD &T(>Wll up and which I would not like 
to perpetuate. Dad's lr1endsh1p 'With Taf was born out of 
mutuai spec , 'bu aa ~ e~ & on Zionivt concerna. 
led didnot :.,ear an party la el nor did he set gxeat store 
in party platfo:rma. But, 1:t by politics ve rnac, a program 
ot eoeial recooatructiOIJ.1 he was a liberal among liberal.a. 

In any cue1 your preface will make a magnificent intro
duction. 

Qratetully, 

DAliIEL JBR!MI SILVER 



Temple l>"rael 

of the O-ranges and Maplewood 

43'2 Scotland Road 

South O-range, N. ~-

JUNE 3, 1965 

RABBl DANIEL JEREMY SILVER 
2841 WEYB~IOGE ROAD 
CLEVCLANO 20, OHIO 

DEAR DANIEL, 

You•LL UNDERSTAND MY NOT WRITING TO YOU SOONER -- CONFIRMATION 
REHEARSALS, ETC. 

YouR VISIT WITH ME DID CLARIFY THE PROJECT YOU HAVE IN MINO. 11VE 
CONSULTED WITH EDITORS AND OTHERS IN THE flELD TO GET AN IDEA OF WHAT THIS 
wORK INVOLVES IN TERMS OF TIME ANO COMPENSATl"ON. WHAT EMERGES FROM MY END 
IS THE FOLLOWING KIND OF PROPOSITION. 

(1) J COULD BEGIN READING MATERIAL IN JULYe THIS WOULD INVOLVE AT 
LEAST 3 TRIPS TO CLEVELAND, BUT I WOULD HOPE TO US E THE ZEROX MACHINE 
EXTENSIVELY IN ORDER TO 00 MOST OF MY READING AT FIRE ISLAND ANO IN SOUTH 
ORANGE• 

(2) BY THE END OF OCTOBER (IF NOT EARLIER) -- (1 1LL BE IN ISRAEL FOR 
THREE WEEKS IN AUGUST)-- I SHOULD HAVE READ THE BULK OF THE MATERIAL ANO WILL 
PRESENT YOU WITH A PROPOSED AND FAIRLY DETAILED PLAN OR TWO FOR THE TOTAL 
PROJECT. I WILL ALSO HAVE WORKED OUT PROPOSED SELECTIONS TO ILLUSTRATE THE 
SUGGESTED FRAME-WORK. 

THIS WILL BE PHASE ONE -- AT WHICH POINT EITHER OF US CAN WITHDRAW FOR 
ANY REASON. EVEN If THERE IS AN AGREEMENT NOT TO CONTINUE, I WOULD HOPE THAT 
THE WORK DONE WOULD BE QUITE USEFUL. 

HAVE, AS 11 VE SAID, CONSULTED WITH PROfESSIONALS IN THE rlELD ANO COME 
TO THE CONCLUSION THAT $3,500 WOULD BE THE RIGHT COMPENSATION rOR THIS FIRST 
PHASE. (IT IS,INCIDENTALLY, CLOSE TO THE LOWEST OF THE FIGURES SUGGESTED TO ME.) 

THE MAIN QUESTION IN MY MIND IS NOT THE MATTER OF COMPENSATION BUT WHETHER 
( AM THE "EDITORIAL TYPE" -- WHETHER I CAN DO THIS SORT OF WORK ANO WHETHER 
I WILL ENJOY IT. HENCE, THE MUTUAL GAMBLE ON BOTH SIDES. 

I WILL UNDERSTAND COMPLETELY IF MY HESITATION OR PROPOSALS LEAD YOU TO THINK 
THAT THE PROJECT CAN BE BETTER SERVED BY OTHE~ HANDS. 

A GOOD HOLIDAY, ANO MY WARMEST GOOD WISHES TO YOUR MOTHER. 
SINCERELY, ~ 

11 • ---, J / 9 ~ r [ L - '-( L~· ~{ 1LL-, ~ 
i-M: IP RABB I HERBERT WE INER ,{u/ 

l,r'· 

DICTATED BUT NOT READ 



June 9, 965 

R bbi Herbert lei~er 
emple Isr . 

432 Scotlan o 
Sout Orange, e\iT Jersey 

Dear Rabbi e1ner: 

I h ve receiv youx letter d I 
nd others ere. 

n con ct w1 th 1r. 

I \rl.11 be be.ck to ou by the middle of next veek. 

Sincerely, 

DilnL JEREMY SILVER 

DJS:~ 

llott 



, 
9-29-65 

• 

Hope this is the right letter. 

Alice Kime 
Sec'y to Frank Elliott 



~cbbi ~-r.icl Silver 
r:.,. n - - "':"\le "' \;,; -~ .. t' 

li~~vc~~ity Circle & Silver P~rk 
Clcvcl.:ind , Ohio 

.lune 14 1 1965 

... c.ny t h~n•,s for breakfast and for your report on tho two projects I 
xcfc:.rl."'ccl to you. 

Tiy t he t:!.nc you r~ccivc this, you will be badk from your meetings in 
C! ncinno.ti. I do hope they vill have been fruitful frot!l the standpoint 
o,,: ott r book. In t he ne~nwhilo, here are a few notes to be considered for 

=cpl y o Rnb i Weiner's letter. It seems to me that it would not be 
u~r~~Donoulc to .:pact the achedule to be Gtcppcd up a bit. Perhaps it . 
c ouL~ be n t wo stugc procc~s: the "fairly detailed plan° for the book 
co·~d be due i n S ~ptcnbcr, with the fin~l selection of oernons and concrete 
cdi 1..o::-l~l prcpar~tion finished by the end of Novcmhcr. This would involve 
cl~o ~l e con~lct i on of an introduction and any background editorial 
p~rc.3rcphn t :1at Weine r uould contribute by the latter data. You might 

v u ~g~ e to P.n o·.Jcrall f ce of $5 • 000 on the assumption that his work 
~,- 11 h~vc bccu done by December 1. Half of this fee ($2,500) would be 
du c ftc r t ~1c f irst phcse, i.e. in September, and the remainder on delivery 
d~:c of the finAl mnnuscript. 

It docc sce::1 oo:n:!what unclear how Weiner visualizeo the problem on the 
~.tcrial ~£tc= hio propos ed October deadline. Doca he feel that the bulk 
of hi~ "10:-!:. 'tlill co14c after that dntc? If so. it sccns to me wo would be 
c~:tc~ci ng oursclvcn beyond any normal expectations from the standpoint of 
both echcdule. and fee. Frankly, I feel the total fee should not exceed 
$5,000. 

I look f oruard to hearing from you when you have returned to Cleveland. This 
w:!.11 be a buoy week for ma, but I can always return your call if you leave a 

Yours sincerely. 

Frank Elliott 
Editor, Religious Books 
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e ■sba..U.al, a. ••lr■■tt.• 11 .-1• ••h La:wa 

vtll an to 'be •Mb ... ~, t1ae s....,,el'li,t tat ror a.llNv, .... • 

I baw• •tel:•I vr, •P::■■t the 2e1t1d al tbe rw•l\ la wloae4. 
It 1a a pol •---• • te 895 ~ •• I GIia 't ftDI. the 

•sm.pt al I • ~- to llaft to • ■Dir it a, be 11. ,,.,. la 
a can ■t #221 ot Bt.lllw 111 ._ tat 1111A • taa•t baY• • 111ad. ot 
lt. Dl.4 iaa \ilk# it ,.. a JU" ot a eari•t Vlll 1111 Ja1e ..,-. 
tM111 117 an •I• lt la 1-.t tr±t•t 

··••aq, 



aallilU,I, ■1211ar, Jlel'aAill...
T911ple Im ■al 
432 Scotlmll llrl .. 
Solltll <>nage, llev Jw■., 

Dlar llarlt1 

D111 tw 3, 196, 

To nl--• --~ I -.14 • 1ibe JIN■■• Cb1at ■11AJ11 711 
tblaQlb TM- to w u 1ibe7 -sa,,t an pnm.te a a1.rt1111111 
wt little HCltiGD 0ll ethioa. Toa ldat,'t al:aek &lao sQ..1 
-5"".2 ad 565 111d.eh ,_. g1.ftll • a 1111'!. on --aa-t Ia 
Na!• I • ,anlnler1¥ ln• 11W lil U. ~ ••l•• 
ri.o, WW 209 wd.6 .... ,.,n la •• ,a .. 3, .... ,u. A.~ 

_,, .s-, \ar to aurn vr9, ••1trte11 a, wTD•■a'1.aa A.5. 
P IAr 979 la tM ~ ■u •• !ha) a. lialtieal e,en 
to sf wt lartll• 111 l a P• 

Wlt.ll all ... vlllllllv 

1)41111, narcr SILYD 
Dill111111 



Rabbi Herbert Weiaer 
Temple Iarul 
432 Scotlaa11'0ILd. 

December 6, 1965 

Eou~ Ora:age, 1'(jv Jenq 

Dear Herb: 

Thi■ letter daala vi'tb Sect1a11 l, n'b--wt1c:m B. Se:taoa 220 

1• iflllppropriate, It reveale 484 '• ortginal riew an the 
or1c1a ot Ianel 1'hieh e.re ve,ey wneh u thoee or ellllleie lleton 
tns;bt at the cc,lJ,... ~ pea weunt1cmo4, tz,ae 11D»1;heln 
bagtns vl th the Jl'OJIMta. Pttn:.r.-a 986 1• a IIIOZ9 •»111vpr!.ate 
ll1gfM1._ though I lack a i'ull text here. 

It NeM to me tba~ acnetb1111 .. t be 1naertel betlle• aew 
2 .... 3. A 11'.!nJOD tdd.eh WAPJA •-1 vlth 1iM Tel tit• la Ml-
1nal e:q,en-. It alao •• • r t-o • that w NZIIIJII on 
Iarul 1• 1a»eza\f.ye here ul fD t.he f1nt YO.ul>-

NelJli, SI 
ma: ... 



• 

Rabbi Reibert Welw 
T ... -_ l e Io1·nel 
1: 32 Scot • ld Road 
couth Ol·a."l,;e, _ e Jersey 

Dear Herb: 

Dec! Ile 8, 1965 

'Dd.1 1• rePTUns HC1i.10Jl 3, auba.Uon c, "Ia tlle Hldat. ot Jtv 
Pc..~ple:..' ~r 2 {5 is excel.lent! c.s in 788. Na.be.1.·s 528 and 
616 r::J.se ucsticn to your -----,- Ee:p ci ~ 61.6., ,1h1cn 
1 w a poll ti cc.l ra th 1 . ., ea serinon. I koov it iDcludes 
a di scussion of passi'vi&~ but I wnde1 1 the entire aeries cm 
'\#nerc .tUlsiaa D1tf'ers 0 eight net ~ maJm the poiatt As 
r~ J er.us , Dad ~ a ~re t 1nteres·t what he ueed to call 
"the p1.rt:tng of the WV&•" Be p.ve & ttiae paper at Dro,-te 
Colle0: some yt!f/EJZG ago -which smued u.p b1s rlevz. You ld.gnt 
look into it. 

Perhaps \lbat ia r--ll:, needed la two aec-Uau here. One 
c1m11,.. with "where Jula1a D1ttfllrfl" etc., 11111. oae ••lilllC ia 
a mre 1mmecli.ate vay v.1. th "Judaiu. and 1-.'1 th Gnat Religlcma 
Personal.1 tiu of oar ~. " ,,,,, Ilk 1 t through. 

I v.tll be 1a 1lev York Wetaecfv aa4 ~Mq 01:at wan ua I 
_,.:a, 11.ka to.,-.~••• Hriowa t.:lne with JG11 e1tber arouaa 
1 eh oa W1Cra1•s.v or~ aftuDocm. ! VUIWl. lik~ to dia-
- t.b••• •uan1tl01111 ..._ h•• JGIII" r111tt01111, na•t.l 
eballpa1 e i:e. the book 1• ao eloae to beiag itJ■1 end I Wu 
it la importat that VII tie it IOlflle 

DAICIJ, JlilWf BILUB 
D.Te:qp 



222 N. FIFTEENTH STREET • PHILADELPHIA, PA. 19102 • LOcust 7-4211 

SOLOMON GRAYZEL 
EDITOR 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy ilver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio, 44106 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

December 13, 1965 

At one of our recent meetings, our mutual friend, 
Dr. Jacob R. Marcus, suggested that we ought to 
find out whether you were plann"ng a biography of 
your late father. If so, we ought to discuss the 
matter on the chance that it could be a book for 
the JPS. 

With greetings. 

SG/cv 



• 

Dar, ta 17, 1965 

llr. loL e as.,_1, Blltor 
!lie Jftlu Ntli•U• locle\7 ~ Aron• 
212 •• JlftNlnll 81a •• , 
lld?slelpla, P 1 ,1,....a l,9UR 

1'•rDr. CJntru].: 

Ve an aot.,., pll»l!Ht311 a ld.CJ&IE_,_ ot-, ta._ 11n w me ah.-t 
to pd,111111 .. flrn ~ tear wJ II of !d.8 eoJ]tlMI. .... 1181■1 
leetat • ul ••• ■,, !Id.• 1• a Jor lwwld... Jlez'bwt Yeta,r 
1■ 4o::711 the .-111wc ..., .a~,... lol ft.est~ 11M wltte '\he o»•■-
1118 ■ I cir. 'Bae ftn\ YO) 1 1 1• re•~ tor Ille palllialm-J w hos-
to tollalr vltll uollMrr 'book e Jl~. ValllJ4 the J.P.S. be illteN■W 
ia M I -,..pabUeb1 .. W llll'HldJIC la tld.• J:MJ■a\! 

OIi aaotber -."•• I ho.Pl '-' I - aoc11 ••• ~r oar Jom,-,.11aaL1 
rew1w llldeb Jail eo Jrfal~ •cl.nook to vnte. 

V1Ul all ,c,oi viehee, I I a rt■ u a1.v&1a. 

111•--ll'. 

m JJDJIMf arm 
rn/rD. 



Tempfe l~ael 

of !he 0-ronger and Maplewood 

43'2 Scoi:land Road 

South 0-ronge, N. 0-

RABBI DANIEL JEREMY SILVER 
T H E T E M p L E 
UNIVERSITY CIRCLE AT SILVER PARK 
CLEV£LAND1 OHIO 44106 

DEAR DANIEL, 

DECEMBER 171 1965 

I ENJOYED OUR TALK TOGETHER. PLEASE LET ME KNOW WHAT DECISION 

YOU 1 RE GOING TO MAKE ABOUT THE PUBLISHER. 

(NCLOSE0 IS A LOUSY PICTURE AND CURRICULUM VITA rROM WHICH YOU 

CAN PICK A rEW ITEMS FOR YOUR PUBLICITY. Do I UNDERSTAND THAT THE 

THEME or THE EVENING IS SOMETHING LIKE, 

•tHE: SABBATH OF A CABBALIST" 
--AN INSIGHT INTO THE WORLD or JEWISH MYSTICISM 

BEST WISHES. 
CORDIALLY, 

Hw:IP RABBI HERBERT 'WEINER 

P.s. - 11VE COUNTED SERMONS, PONDERED, AND COME TO THE 

CONCLUSION THAT THERE IS NEED FOR A SEPARATE VOLUME 
OUTLINING YOUR FATHER 1 S STATEMENTS AND THOUGHTS 
ABOUT THE BROADER COMMUNITY (BOTH NATIONAL ANO 

INTERNATIONAL). YOUR THOUGHT ABOUT PLACING YOUR 

FATHER 1S ZIONIST WRITINGS AND STATEMENTS IN SUCH 

A VOLUME MIGHT INDEED 8£ THE WAY TO DO IT. ALso, 
I SHOULD THINK THAT THIS VOLUME WOULD CONTAIN SOME 

ESSAYS AND APPRECIATIONS BY OTHERS. BUT WE HAVE 

LOTS OF TIME TO THINK ABOUT THIS. 

P.s. - THAT WAS A LONG P.s. 
HW 



I 

' 

llr. Cbllatar 1121 
D.l.rectior 
Yai. Pr••· 
912A !ale Statt.• 
J1ev BaT•., C\en II ti.cat 

D11r Nr. Kar: 

Dr. Abba Blllel 611Ter w IBbbi ot 'Die Taple 111 CleYtalenA~ <1110 
tor ult a .. tar, aD4 a lssdlng t1cme tn tn1rl.can 8111d. Jwiab 
lite. 9J011 111■ 4•tJa 1a llawtdc, 1963 an arcblv• t,,.mdet1011 ,.. 
Mtul.t e':t .. at 'Die T .. le. A Jar .-P■• ot the •eld.,.. wa 
to WI p tor Ja'bU•tit.• ot & IQLIIJ■UUff Mlae'1• ~ J>r. 
Sll••'• .air'•••••# PQU•, rmcma, etc. Bll»bl Berllert w.i...
ot ScNtb Onatse, llllif J••e:s w h1nl u .Utor. 

'Die ftnt ot a p:oJectel .._.._ ~J1r11 mv la 009il»J.ate. 'Dl.e 
ftn~ WGJ I _,11 lllclad.e & n:let 1d.cCJw.# b7 l>Jt. loloaoll 
I\JIMf ot fttta'lllllgb. MIil aau ■ lt5 t.o '8 ■Mzi11111 ~ Dr. •11nr 
•·· flew 8oa ts,._.., to tlla DalllM leotur11 at llariard. 
!I Q MN ,,rm •Jaotel to 1WJ11•••t a ruher 0wawi.te atate-
lllllt ot llab'bl BilYW 18 taitll Ml JblloaoJbi'• BIAlllfiEAt 

ft\Jaz11 vlll •••l vlt.11 Id.a IMtllolanld.l' - ld.bl1ea1 ul nbld.ld.e; 
bla d.Yie lU• 11114 111\an■t 111 •'-lcssJ •••s•J al Id.a WIik 
GIi li ■H:Jf ot tba State ot 181 I al .. 

111a •1-tal Se· ot htp w 111 al ~- ...,&-,.w~, w haft 
fta11 ?lai&'M ... Q .......... J.111 llrlat• Ollr --.lftfllll.a 1■ to 
~ & paa~ N)1al lader --- elq, 1io Jtllll■i aa 
1-u,. .,, t ot ._ u . 

l • - a _,. of ._ w..-. ,.aa11,1 • Dr. lt.l1Nr'e 
TOlill ~ ao Ula~ ia - Nd• bl• ld441 1'9' Ml ■1 ... Ua-

• • 



f 

f 

- 2 -

I• vrlt& .. t.o Mk wlMnbe:r tbe 'lele h:111 wvl4 lie~ ill 
pttut91 tad• pro.1ene& WIL Bae ,.,,, ... la JnJU91 to 
,-rtld,ate 111 tile :□f••nU.• or tlda JINCI• • v. .. ••--• 
,-ar ;pr1■• or a •Jor ■■i. t.bl'Olll)l OR _.., sp""d.ccsl al 
nU-a• tbs■ ala. 

We an 1lnennel Sa a w\1~111 al t■•et•l\T «a 11:t11t, 
~-~ v. ... tt ■• t.a. Pr■■• ot 1111r .,_. .a.una na
p:11tld.11v • ......_ ,_., 111'1.ale \ev,l£1p ot Clanlarll I 
truat tai Jal& vlll gt.ft ■111'1CN8 • st111s'1.G11 to W 1• poJ11t.. 
I •wz•late tbe Vs■ 11no1"4. 

111e11. 

cc: Mr. JMpr Reba 



f LASS OF SERVICE 

This is a fast mc.uaie 
unless Its deferred char, 
acccr is indicareJ by the 
proper vmlX>l 

WESTERN UNION 
W. P . MARSHALL 

CHAIPMAN OF THE BOARD TELEGRAM 
R 

R. W. McFALL 

PRESIDENT 

SYMBOLS 

DL•Day Letter 

NL-Night Letter 

1 T lntcrnnuonal 
' ""'Letter Tdegram 

The filing time shown in the dace line on domesric telegrams is LOC:\L TIME ac poinc of ori1in. Time of receipt is LOCAL Tl ME ac poinc of destination 

IQ A073 1227P EST MAR ~o 66 CTEo,, . 
CT oou356 RX ~o FAX CD NEW YORK NY JO ,1,~A EST 

..... ' RABBI DANIEL SILVER THE TEMPLE 1966 MAR 30 PM I 2 
EAST 10TH ST AND SILVER PARK CLEVE 

FOR INCLUSION IN FALL 66 CATALOG WE NEED YOUR WORD BEFORE 
END OF THIS WEEK 

CLEMENT ALEXANDRE. 

- WUSF1201(R2-65) 



Mr. Claa,t AJA,1Pfb• 
The Mecnd l lan Cuaipazv' 
6o Plrth Avemae 

March 30, 1966 

Bev York, 1'elW York 10011 

Dear M.N•t: 

I apolagtu ~or the delq, 'bat &t'ter 110t h-.r1ng tran JOU tor ~ r 
t1me we were aP.[lNeChed b7 a publ.1sh1ns bolase vbo is vitall~ 
intereeted in printing thee. .tour vol.lm,ee. '!\le otter they Jl■de t.o 
WI WU 80 fiNIDl11all.J" a4vantageOlw tbat lt ~ not be turned dollll. 
I need not tell you hav app,reciat1ve I tor ,aur c:oncexn and. I 
ap,lagt• ~or U7 ulq ..a/or sa,m,em.-oe .-loll w--, baTe 
caused. 'lhanlr Joa tor ~ coopeza ion ea1. I hope that ,.. 1a7 
have tJie oeca■!<JII t.o uat.1 ov■el..._ ~t J'OID.' Nffiw 1D the 
tuture. 

Vlth all 8004 vtah1■, I r-■111, 

DUIRi, JERDCr SILVF.R 
DJ81 .. 



I 

llr. Wj 111 e■ Ool4tarb 
Heha Ioe•er Pr1■abeS■ Dztz I We..,JJ._ .. 
•ttcn J Citr bsk 
fJ29 illaclt.l. AYWl ~ 
Ci.v.lalll, Claio 

Dau: •u: 

I • _., fiillltet'\&l to 1Q11 tor JOUl' v1JJ:lq,:•■a to .,nd,artake t.he 
11rii11S a tllia oaa-..raet. 9lere are ■ad'eral abe-cu vblcll ••• 
to be ms:ie ui to wlaicb WurW. bu ~ ~••'1.'" 1'lae ap11 
11111t ia betwaea Worl4 u4 \he~ BlUal W.lver N r..rial I4brary 
al Al-eld.na wleb 1a a eoz,arauca aot ~ Proftt, etc. 'Die 
ricler vlll illle'J1¥Je a •pecttl•ttaa • t all f'our YOl1r1■ vill be 
of .Sllllar tnw. d•, peJ1'7• et.e. 11 (b) 1■ t-o lie chaap4 
t,o a MV tr1a at•• llbiah bu '1111■ ._greed 011. 

~ t1rrr:1al tax , an u vat-1~ agreed. 

!be CIGlltract ••11m to be a atenc\er'1 aao. U there are 8Zf3 qu.es
Uw •••• m be «PFMrll 117 Leacsl'd P•l at WorU. 

Al:PIP •Jl aa a bU1 111111 via s 1011 aa1l a Job 40■• 1• a hurrJ'• 
I ow 10" a goo4 ap11ch a4 vlll 4eUver oa ahart m>tloe. 

ma: ... 



Rabbi Herbert Weiner 
Temple larael 
432 Scotland Road 

June 28. 1966 

South Orange. New Jersey 07079 

Dear Herb: 

I read and edited the entire manuscript. It hold• up well. I 
have made several changea, and introduced- a new aub-eection 
in Part 3. Actually, this la no more than giving a title to what 
already existed. 

I bave the following question :: 

1. Since the uae of Hebrew la eratic, do you think it might be 
wl•e to eliminate all Hebrew except perhaps in one sermon? 
Some indication could be made in one of your notes that thie was 
the pace and feeling of all the aermona. 

1_ I 

2. Section 4 is incobate. It need• a cloaer look and a tighter 
atructure. It ls the one aectlon which I didn't thoroughly wrestle 
with. 

3. I eliminated Halevy to concentrate more on the moderns. 
Tbe total of the aubatt.tutlona and deletion• leave• ue with the 
aame eize book aa when lt came to me. 

Read it over carefully becauae of my growing feeltna about the 
Hebrew I didn't check lt that doeely. Era•• or modify what I 
have done u you deem proper and get lt to BWian before you 
leave and I will ••• you ln Israel. 

Sincerely, 

DANIEL JEREMY SILVER 
DJS:rvf 



a,C,w,,,, n,p,ny',i 1<ipr.3', ti:Jr.J, '1 C,,p 1,,l,, ,,:1,il 

HEBREW UNION COLLEGE/ BIBLICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL SCHOOL 

JERUSALEM 

~bb i Dqniel Si vcr 
he Te mo r; 

"le ve •1 nd , "Lio 

De r Daniel : 

. am so sorry the c· 

in ., .:.ch .i.. • k o 1.,n n.· b ou 

U!;USt 28 , 19~{.. 

or c m· ss n sec · on( 

'-' e enc lo s ... 3.y r e lec l 

t he rob e . Bu ·1i 1 ' c home on Se t . 6 t, 1 and be in ouch -,it' rou .i. e very 

l e SC te 1 F~y hnt 

quot io n ~s soon s I Ge t 

I rt 

~ SO C ci row· 

Cord • 1 ., ... , 

,I. ... qu stion of ,., 

1 J, KING DAVID ST., J ER.USALEM, I SllAEL, PHONE: 2897 3 ,2 8391 qin'n, ,13 ,,, ,,t>rr 'n, 



. ... 
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~ass Fay Zipkowit• 
The Temple 
University Circle 6 Silver Park 
Cleveland• Ohio 

Doar Fays 

September 28, 1966 

The copyeditor had a few questions about quoted aourcea in 
the first portion of the manuscript of Rabbi Silver'• aarmooa. 
She may como up with a few more on the last half. Here 
are aoma duplicate page• with quoted paaaages. 

Thero is no need to include detailed biograpbical data or to 
worry about permission for these quotatiooa in a book of thia 
eort. But it would be uaaful to have the titles of the boou 
cited and to make aura the direct quot•• are accurate. Arly 
belp you cc aive would be velcw~ 

FE:ak 
Bncloaur• 

Cordially, 

, 
Frank Elliott 
laligioue Boob De~art•nt 

\ 



. .. 

Rabbi Herbert Weiner 
Temple Israel 
432 Scotland Road 
South Orange, New J•r••Y 

Dear Rabbi Weiner, 

' Septaber 28, 1966 • 

I ' 

The first half of the completely copyedited manuscript arrived laat 
week; tha remainder ia due next week. After checking through the 
copyeditor'• work and queries on the first portion, I find there an 
only a few riemainiog problems and tbeae can be anavered on galley 
proofs. So unlesa you vieh to make an7 revisions 1o your final 
version, I doubt that we will need to aend 7ou the manuscript •aaiD. 
If we begin to ••t type riaht away it vill help with our Y•r, 

- tight acbedule. 

Your• cordlally, 

Prank Elliott 
laliaioua lpoka DepUCMDt 

• l'laak 

' 



• • 

CABLE ADDRESS: World Clneland • New York Office: 119 Wtst 57th Street, New Yori, N. Y. • 10019 

THE WORLD PUBLISHING COMPANY 
223 I West 110th Street• Cleveland, Ohio • 44102 

September 28, 1966 

Rabbi Daniel Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle & Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dan: 

Th.e enclosed copies of notes to Herbert Weiner and Fay Zipkowitz 
are self-explanatory. Unless you want to see the manuscript 
again for any reason, we will go directly into type when the copyediting 
has been completed. 

I understand that Robert Antler will work directly with you in settling 
on a final design and format. He should have sample pages next week. 

Yours sincerely, 

~ 
Frank Elliott 
Religious Books Department 

FE:ak 

Publishers of WEBSTER'S NEW WORLD DICTIONARY OF THE AMERICAN LANGUAGE • Distributors of SKJRA ART Booxs 



S.ptembar JO, 1966 

Mr. Fraak Elllet& 
Rell1laa• Boeke Departmaat 
TM Wo.W Pa.111.l■Waa Compaay 
2ZJl We■t llOtla Street 
CleftialMI. OW.44102 

Dear Fruk: 

la n..-N to ~ leU.r of S.~mber 28tla I baft 
llol ,-t appsow•• a •ample paa• aa• type .... 1 woalal 
llol WIIIII aalleJa to p ...... la Ille WltOIII tJpe face. 

Tllen I• el•o a •truclanl problem IDYOlftcl la die 
Ian Ned-.. It --• ao& fall .. ._ format of earlier 
NCtlaa• la dial lt laclc• aa latroclucdca. TIie pra,..r■ 
amply ■It IMN. I baft a feeliaa tbal 1M eatln 
malt ••Ml• naculptlaa. I am eadoalaa a P"PO••• 
pNlace by Welaer wldcll M malletl me &em Janel. 
It wu ._. lludly aatl la a •traaa• laM. I •IIMII• 
like yoa to 418caaa tllie eatln Mctl• wltla lalm before 
•nc1edla1 to 1■lleye. 

DANIEL JEREMY SU..VEa 
DJS:nf 

cc: Rat.bl HerlNtw Welaer 



CABLE ADDRESS: World Clere/and • New York Office: JJ9 West 57th Street. New Yori, N. Y. • 10019 

THE WORLD PUBLISHING COMPANY 
2131 West 11 oth Street • Cleveland, Ohio • 441 o 2 

October 21, 1966 

t ,( (f : /)ur /-u- / J) 
. ~ . t/ 

Rabbi Daniel Silver 
The Temple 

{/}v , ( v/J.. ) ( t, ( /j (lt?,4-f._ 

(J,./ l 1.. { i l '/f3, 7TJ7J University Circle & Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dan: 

Thank you for sending in the revised introduction to the final 
section of the manuscript. It is much better than the rather 
offhand original version. We will insert it in the appropriate 
place in the manuscript. 

Fay Zipkowitz has been very helpful in clearing up some final 
details. Minor corrections and additions have been entered on 
the manuscript. We are ready to begin setting type as soon as we 
have the green light from you with respect to sampl e pages. I am 
enclosing three sets of the same samples. They are identical 
except in the arrangement of the text following the section 
title. Number 1 is the way the samples came to us from the 
printer; number 2 is a minor change in the position of Herbert 
Weiner's introduction; and number 3 is a possible rearrangement 
for you to consider. 

~~ 
Whatever your ~evieigas may be about minor points, the two chief 
questions to be answered as soon as possible are, first, is the 
type face satisfactory for the text and introductions, and second, 
is the title "Therefore Choose Life" satisfactory to you~ Everyone 
here feels it is an excellent title, and after careful checking we 
find that there is no identical title currently in print (there 
is in fact no title that begins with the word "therefore"). If 

/, ) - / t· 6 

you will give me a call I will be happy to talk over any questions that 
remain or to arrange to visit with you at The Temple whenever you are 
free. 

Yours cordially, 

Frank Elliott 
Religious Books Department 

FE:ak 

Publlshers of WEBSTER'S NEW WORLD DICTIONARY OF THE AMERICAN LANGUAGE • Distributors of SKIRA ART BOOKS 



CABLE ADDRESS: World ClerelanJ • New York Office: ll9 West 57th Street, Nnr Yori, N. Y. • 10019 

THE WORLD PUBLISHING COMPANY 
2231 West 110th Street• Cleveland, Ohio • 44102 

Rabbi Daniel Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle & Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dan: 

November 3, 1966 

After checking our files and finding only one photograph (the 
one by Karsh), I talked with Lillian Zevin. Her recollection 
is that she saw a group of photos in your office at one time 
but that we did not receive the selection you were planning to 
provide. So I guess it's your tum to search! 

A suggestion for you to consider in choosing the illustrations: 
it would be good, I think, to have them parallel as much as 
possible both the content of the book and the stages of your 
father's career. Depending on what is available, a varied selection 
could produce a lot of what we call 'editorial excitement.' 
What I'd try to avoid, in other words, is a series of more or less 
formal poses. Possibilities: as a student or a young rabbi; leading 
a meeting or ceremony; writing at his desk; The Temple--then and 
now; on several important public occasions; with other noted leaders; 
in Israel?; with his family; talking with or counseling one other 
person; perhaps even a newspaper headline or two. 

In any event, I hope you can give us your own first-choice 
selection with a suggested sequence and ct least rough captions, 
along with a group of possible alternates. We're planning on 
8 pages, and except in rare instances there probably should be no 
more than two photos per page. 

Sincerely, 

Frank Elliott 
Religious Books Department 

FE: ak 

Publishers of WEBSTER'S NEW WORLD DICTIONARY 011 THE AMERICAN LANGUAGE • Distributors of StcJRA ART B001ts 
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Temple l~ael 
of the 0-ranges and Maplewood 

43'2 Scoi:land Road 
South O~an9e, N. J. 

NOVEMBER 91 1966 

RABBI DANIEL SILVER 
THE TEMPLE 
UNIVERSITY CIRCLE AT SILVER PARK 

CLEVELAND 0HI01 44106 

DEAR DAN I EL: 

IN TERMS or TIMING, I WOULD LIKE TO SHOOT FOR THE [ND or 
JANUARY. LET 1 S GET RIGHT TO WORK AND SEE HOW IT GOES • 

• THIS TIME, IF YOU DON'T MIND, I WOULD LIKE TO GET SOME or 
YOUR SELECTIONS IN ADVANCE. raRsT, ENCLOSED IS A VERY 
SKELETON KIND or SUGGESTED OUTLINE. How DOES IT STRIKE YOU? 
5ECOND 1 ARE THERE ANY SERMONS 1 ADDRESSES 1 OR PAPERS WHICH 
COME QUICKLY TO YOUR MIND AS BEING ITEMS WE SHOULD NOT 
MISS? 

Or COURSE 1 I HAVE THE SERMONS THAT I HAVE CHOSEN AND AM 
GOING OVERJ BUT IT WOULD SAVE TIME IF YOU COULD PASS ON 
TO ME AT THIS STAGE ANYTHING THAT COMES TO YOUR MIND AS 
A "MUST• n 

THIS BOOK 1 AS I VISUALIZE IT 1 IS A SLIM VOLUME CONTAINING 
BETWEEN 30 AND 35 ITEMS. THE PREFACE SHOULD BE VERY BRIEF 
•- TWO OR THREE PARAGRAPHS. EACH SECTION WOULD HAVE AN 
INTRODUCTION_, BUT WE NEED NOT GET TANGLED UP IN EXTRA 
QUOTATIONS AND EXCERPTS fOR FACE PAGES. 

I DON 1 T EXPECT YOU TO 00 RESEARCH AT THIS POINT 1 IN MANING 

YOUR SUGGESTIONS, JUST CONVEY TO ME WHAT POPS INTO YOUR 
MINDe 

BEST WISHES 1 

CORDIALLY 

• 
Q.•~ 

RABBI HERBERT WEINER 
(DICTATED BUT NOT READ)~. 
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THE CYCLE OF THE YEAR 

1963. GOOD TALK ON RACE RELATIONS WITH HISTORICAL 

SURVEY AND TO DUTY TODAY. 

{BEGIN WITH THIS?) 

1951 IT ALL 

2 SERMONS 1944 

SUKKOT J IJI r {to, & r) 

2 SERMONS 19151 1962 

CHANUKAH 

3 SERMONS 

PURIM 

3 SERMONS 

PASSOVER 

3 SERMONS 

SHAVUOT 
(CONFIRMATION 

4,r 
493 LEGEND OF THE 8uRIED CANDELABRUM 

541 

020 TOLERANCE 

474 (GOOD) ,,., 
768 OR 791 

'ltl 
(COMEDY OF ERRORS) 

454 THE MIRACLE or OUR LIVES 
7tr ('-,~l ! 1 
819 I 820 I i 7 / 

2 SERMONS S 482 - 20TH ANNIVERSAII' ADDRESS TO 
CONflRMANOS. 
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2 SERMONS 

I I 

THE CYCLE OF LIFE 

S 736 FOUNTAIN OF YOUTH 

EDUCA T I ~ {J i.o - ! ~ 
2 SERMONS 

ISAAC M. WISE 822 

P. I ( ~ - I St •• /;" J .. ..J-,_ • n. 
e,,~1 c....J., 
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Rabbi Herbert Welner 
Temple l■rael 
432 Scotland Road 

November 16. 1966 

South OrAD1e, New Jer■eJ 07079 

Dear Herb: 

I baYe aot looked over UIJ of tbe •peciftc •ermon■ 
but I do bave thl• comment to make. When we di■-
cua■ecl tbe project ortalaally YO\\ ta1i•d about tbe 
•econd YOlume IDclwllD1 a number of ht•torlcal 
Hnnona. I think tilt• I• tbe place for a number of 
the•• Blbllcal and htatorical Nrmona or Hrie• of 
••rmon•. I know we u■ed ■ome of tbem ill Volume 1, 
bat I tbtnk an tntere•tln1 ••ctlon or two could be 
added ua.cler the 1eneral tit g of "TIie Cycle of 
Hl■tory." My otber comment l• that the family 
•ectlon of "Tba Cycle of LU." •hoalcl bave two or 
three Mrmona in lt. 

I am not nre that I aan• with you tbat we ■hould 
■witch format uu:I aYOlcl excerpt• for face pa1e•. I 
■bould like tbe volume• to be con■l■tent. I bow 
you wU1 be plea••d wltb the format •• we arran1ecl 
lt with World. I ha•• aa.otber buay week or two and 
I will 1•t clcnna to tbl• work. In tbe meantime, U 
you wU1 fill GIit tbl• Olltllae, till• c:aa be dou la 
u abort order •• we cua. 

SIDcenly, 

DANIEL JEREMY SILVER 
DJS:nf 



PHOTOS FOR VOLUME I - THEREFORE CHOOSE LIFE 

ANTHOLOGY OF DR. ABBA HILLE& SIL VER SERMONS 8c 
ADDRESSES 

#1 The young rabbi. Taken in Wheeling, West Virginia where he 
served at the Eoff Street Temple from 1915-17. 

#Z Verdun - 1918 - On a mission for the American Red Cross, for 
which he was awarded the Academie Palms as Officier de 
!'instruct ion Publique 

#3 Dr. Silver came to Cleveland in 1917. Under his leaders hip the 
The congregation completed this beautifully-domed building in the 
Temple University Circle in 1923. 

#4 Cornerstone laying of the aw Temple. Present in the photo 

#Sa 

#Sb 

in addition to Dr. Silver were: Mr. Herman Mose, Mr. 
Lewis Wolf, Mr. Myers. lv1r. Benjarain Lowenstein 

Dr. Silver's parents 

Dr. Silver's parents 

Re.bbi Moses Silver 

Dinah Seamen Silver 

#6 Hebrew Union College - 1915 
Graduation year. Dr. Silver standing with arms folded in back 
row. Seated front cm ter, Kaufman Kohler, president of the college. 
(We can identify more of these people if this photo can be used.) 

#7 Off to Europe - 1932 
Front left: Raphael David; front right: Daniel Jeremy 

#8 Albert Einstein Dinner at which Dr. Silver was the main speaker. 
Dr. Silver is seated with Dr. Einstein at table at front of picture. 

#9 October 10, 1933 - Planting trees in the Cleveland Hebrew Cultural 
Garden with composer Ernst Bloch. 

#10 Conway Hall Meeting , London, England - March, 1942 
With Dr. Chaim Weizmann - Zionist Meeting 

#11 Zionist Meeting - Paris, 1944. 

#lZ Mass rally for Palestine in Madison Square Gardens, New York. 
Marc\t, 1944 

#13 Addres11ing Zionist rally - 1943 

#14 At the hearings of the House of Foreign Affairs Committee - February 
1944. Present: Majority Leader John McCormick, Chairman, 
Sol Bloom, Majority Leader Joseph W. Martin 



• Photos for Volume I (continued) 

#15 Actual testimony presented at hearing with House of Foreign Affairs 
Committee, February 8, 1944 

#16 Zionist Rally - 1943. Rabbi Stephen S. '"-' ise, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
Henry Monsky and Mayor Fiorello LaGuu-dia 

#17 Testi:-nony before the United Nations, November 1949, in support of 
the independence of the State of Israel. At Dr. Silver'• right 
Andrei Gromyko of the Soviet Union, Dr. Silver, Emanuel Neumann, 
Golda Meir and Moshe Sharett 

#18 Dr. Silver as chairman of the American Sect ion of the Jewish Agency 
Section presenting hie case to the United Nations Security Council, 

October 2, 1947. In the rear, Moshe Sharrett, Wolf Gold. 

#19 Ambassador Warren K. Austin, May 8, 1948 - At the United Nations 

#20 Victory for an Independent Israel. At F ~usshing Meadow in 1947. 

#Zl Same as above. 

#22 Mass Rally in Madison Square Gardens, 1949, on the first Anniversary 
of ~he new State of Israel and its establishment. 

1/23 With General Dwight D. Eisenhauer at Morningside Heights during his 
presidential campaign of 1948. 

#24 With Presidential Candidate John F. Kennedy, at Zionist Organization 
of America meeting, 1960. 

#25 Receipt of H )norary Citizenship from the city government of Ramat Gan, . 
1951. Presentation by Mayor Kreimitsky 

#26 This picture complemene picture #18. Before the Security Council of 
the Nn1ted Nations, 1947. 

1#27 A typical Jewish Agency caucus. 

#28 March, 1956, with President Ben Zvi of the Stat~ of Israel at the 
dedicatim of Kfar Silver. In his hand a cruse of oil from one of 
the first drafts of oil pumpted in Israel. 

#29 Visiting invalided veterans of the Palestine Brigade in Tel Aviv, 
tJanuary, 1948. 

#30 With Prl.me Minister Eshkol from the State of Israel, O~tober, 1960. 

#31 Jewish Agency meeting, January, 1945, with Lewis Lepeky, Moshe 
Sharrett, and Dr. Silver. 
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f3Z With Prime Minister David Ben Gurion in Jerusalem, l•rael, 1962 

f33 W tth Mrs. Silver (1957) (?) 

#34 70th Birthday - Dinner given in hia honor by The Temple and many 

#35 

friends. Scroll presented by Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 

70th Birthday Dinner 
Raphael D. Silver 

B r ing addressed and congratulated by 

#136 Greeting the congregation of The Temple on celebration of 65th 

birthday and Dr. Silver's 40th anniversary with the congregation. (1957) 
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EMANUEL NEUMANN 

9111 PARK AVENU~ 

NEW YORK 22, N. Y, 

Rabbi Daniel '"T. Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Danie 1: 

February 2, 1967 

Having just returned from Israel I have found your letter of 
January 24th, which I hasten to answer as follows: 

As a result of conversations that I have had at various times 
with 1.;vi Lurie, head of the Jewish Agency's Organization De
partment, Hasifria Hazionit, which is under his supervision, 

PLAZA 2·0800 

it :: ■e decided to publish an Abba Hillel t;ilver volume in Hebrew 
to contain translations of some of your father's Zionist addresses 
and also some articles concerning him. As I recall they want to 
use Harold's essay which appeared sometime ago and also asked me 
to write a new introduction to the volume. 

·They have asked me to send them some copies of your father's 
published book~ which I did. I spoke to Mr. Scherf who is 
connected with the Central Zio~ist Archives, and who, I under
stand, is responsible for getting the material together. Among 
other things I was told tra t the translations into Hebrew would 
be made by Yehuda Yaary. 

I am very pleased to learn that the first volume of your father's 
collected adaresses arxi sermons will be off tre press by the 
end of February. Am I correct in assuming tr.at the first volume 
will consist of his sermons - or at least some of them? 

I am sorry that MIDSTREAM has not as yet carried a review of 
your book. I will look into this matter a (-ain. 

Did you get tc Israel last summer as I t,hink you had planned? 

The Herzl Institute has ma.de arrangements for the annual Abba 
Hillel Silver lecture, to be given t his time by Rabbi Freehof 
on the subject of "Reform Judaism and Jewish Nationalism." 
It is scheduled to take place February 19th, with Dr. Julius 
Marks presiding. Special efforts are being made to secure a 
good audience - numerical ~y and qualitatively - and I tpink 
we have reason to hope for a successful evening. I don't sup~ose 
that you would undertake the journey to . ew York to be on hand 
for this cccasion; but if it should fit in with your plans, it 
wo11ld be wonderful! 
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I saw mother on the occasion of the funeral services for 
your Un~le axwell, and I am happy that she seems to be 
in good health. 

y warmest regards to her and all your dear ones. 

As ever 

Cordially yours, 

Emanuel Neumann 

P.S. I expect that Freehof will produce a really worthwhile 
paper on the important subject he has undertaken to discuss, 
in a form suitable for publication. 



Dr. Emanuel Neumann 
515 Park Avenue 
New York. N. Y. 10022 

Dear Emanuel: 

February 7, 1967 

Thank you for the information contained ln your letter of Febru
ary 2nd. I feel much more comfortable now about the translation 
project. 

The flrat volume of Dad'• anthology will contain moatly aermonlc) 
material dealing with baalc religioua and peraonal themea. The 
aecond volume will be biblical and hlatorlcal. the third political 
and aoclal and the la•t the Zionlat materWa. 

In thia connection, we are atill bunting down photograph•• etc. I 
notice that a large number of picture• which we have of New York 
affair• ••em to have been taken by a man named Archer. I• he 
•tW in buainea■ ? 

Adele, the children, and I •pent a moat pleaaant els week■ in 
larael. We headquartered at Herzlla. Drove everywhere and 
enjoyed K'far Silver and avoided offictalclom. We got a real senae 
of the land and of lt• people. 

I am del lghted that Sol Freehof l• •peaking at the Herzl lnatttute. 
1 hope for the •ak• of Dad'• memory that the meeting baa a aetting 
and public worthy of bl• atature. I •till recall with a ••n•• of 
dlamay my own participation ln thla program. Mother la well 
aa are we all. 

Sincerely, 

DANIEL JEREMY SILVER 
Da.S:rvv 

-
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Dear Daniel, 

EMANUEL NEUMANN 

91!S PARK AVENUE 

NEW YORK 22, N. Y. 

February 13, 1967 

I am responding to your letter of February 7th: Please let 
me know when the first volume of your father's anthology is 
scheduled to appear. 

You ask about a photographer named Archer. Yes, he is still 

PLAZA 2-0800 

in business un:ier the name of Alexa.mer Archer at 27 Union Square, 
phone number Al.$ 4270. He is likely to have pictures that would 
be useful for your purposes. 

Incidentally I have a number of pictures which may be of interest 
to you that are part of my own collection. I will try to look 
through them and send you, perhaps, some that you may or may not 
have. One of them which I cherish particularly 1s a picture 
showing your father and myself - apparently at some public meet
ing or banquet - pointing to each other ani laughing. I have 
not yet been able to make out the date or the occasion. 

Regarding the Freehof lecture I have a feeling that it will be 
a success, judging by the responses already. coming in. As I 
think I indicated, we have arranged far a little reception far 
Freehof immediately preceding the lecture. 

I am delighted that you had such a nice time in Israel last 
summer and enjoyed Kfar-Silver, among other things. 

Incidentally, Mr. Bilaus, the director, is here in the States 
on a visit. 

With warm regards to you and the clan, 

As ever 

EN:Btl Emanuel Newaann 

Rabbi Daniel J. Silver 
The Temple 
Universit7 Circle at Silver Park 
Clevelam, Ohio 44106 



February 15, 1967 

Dr. Emanuel Neumann 
515 Park Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10022 

Dear Dr. Neumann: 

e would very uch like to receive whatever 

pictures you have of Dad for we are planning 

a photographic supplement to each of the volumes 

and the more we have to choose fro the rnore 

interesting these sections will be. If the photo

graph• can be copied, 1 would be happy to arrange 

for thla and the return of any picture• which are 

precious to you. ith all good wishes, I ren, ain 

Sincerely, 

DANIEL JEREMY SILVER 

DJS:rvf 



Mr. Alexander Arc:bar 
27 Union Squal'e 

February 15, 1967 

New York Clty, N. Y. 10003 

Dear Mr. Archer: 

I am writing to you In behalf of the Abba HWel 
Silyer Memorial Arcblw• ancl Library. We are 
In tbe mlclat o1 publl-btn1 a fly• volume ••rte•, 
an antbo101y of Dr. Silver'• 1-ctur••• ffrmon• 
and adclre•H•• Each book will cantalA a few 
pa1•• of photosnpblc material. In reriewtn1 
Dad.'• ■crap book• l 'i!i■covered that many of the 
picture• bear your indentlflcatton •tamp. 

Would it be po••tble for you to ■end on to u• any 
photo1raph• In your collection which have to do 
with Dr. SUver'I Jf tbl• project require• any 
time coa.aumlD1 reMarch, we woulcl be prepared 
to relmbul'■e you for tbe time Involved. All I 
woulcl aek l• tbat tbl■ not 1•t oat of band. 

Of coar■-, any pboto1raph we publl•h will be properly 
credltecL 

Dr. Emanuel Neumana wa• kind en0111b to 1lv• me 
your addn•• and I would be arateful if you can be 
of Hrvice to ua. 

Sincerely, 

DANIEL JEI\EMY SILVER 
DJS:nf 

-




