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Cbc Clcvclanb Crust Ccmpan~ 

J. M. GLADSTONE 
ASSISTANT VICE PRESIDENT 

_abbi Daniel J. Silver 
C/0 The 'remJ. le 
105th Silver P rk 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear abbi: 

CLEVELAND, OHIO 

J. ovember , 19 -,2 

am ·writin to confirm that you will speak at our nnual 
r eetin

0 
of The Board of Trustees of illel •ouri tion o \· ednesday 

ovember 28, 1962 at t e Hillel House 11 9 ellflower 1oad. The 
meetinw ~~11 commence at about 8:30 ·nd your talc shoul start at 

about 9: 3 . 

~Ie are appy t at ou accept our invi t tion . Of course , 

your Nife is 3.lso .relcome to attend. Best re 3. s. 

J. \i . lad.st ne - Presi ent 

ound tion 
11 R~ e oad 

vlevelan 22 , Ohio 
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concept which is simply accepted by many -- by those who actually study it 

and then accept it. I feel it is accepted only after accepting certain things 

on faith. I am not ready to say that one divine something created the earth 

and controls everything in it. There is too much to make this unbelievable-­

such as the fact that if God doesn't like bloodshed, why war? If God wants 

peace, why battle? If God wants unity among men, why segregation? I feel 

that man as a society is much too complex to push off on something man doesn 1t 

even comprehend. I furthermore think that with advancement will come a totally 

new idea as to what controls us -- an idea which will be able to be expressed 

in mathematical symbols. I also believe that too many people have looked for 

an easy out to the whole question of life an death and origin and end and 

have simply attached the tag of 'God' to it all. Something much more complex, 

in my opinion, is the ans~r. 



This grilll world really scares me. Every once in a shile I realize 

the cruelty and insensibility of it and that's when I begin to wonder. We 

can't just be here to disagree, fight and eventually blow ourselves to bits. 

There must be some purpose or reason behind us. That is when I think of God. 

This ideal is, in a measure, a crutch to lean on. It gives me some hope for 

the future. I believe I have outgrown the 'old man in the sky watching over 

me' type of feeling though I can't really describe what has replaced it. 

Sometillles I can't really accept God, sacrilegious as it may seem, but I might 

as well be honest about it -- probably because the abstract concept is over 

my head. When I look around and see the hatred and ugliness, I don't under­

stand how God could allow it. The closest I can come, from my experience, is 

conscience as that t of i:s reated in God's illlage. 

I think that there 

must be something something larger, better than that. It is within each 

person helping to draw the line between what is right and what is wrong. I 

cannot admit to myself that there is a Supreme Being Whom we call God. I 

would like to believe this. I want to believe that when I do something wrong 

it is all predestined and that there is nothing I can do about it but I can't. 

However, there must be something bigger than science -- guiding light, love, 

fear in all things. This I do believe. I cannot simply state there lives a 

God because I just don't know. I don't really feel qualified to give an 

honest opinion. 

I have not yet developed any definite ideas about God and I probably 

won't for a long time. I feel there is some reason and some kind of logic in 

life and why men live, but I am not saying it is God yet. To me God is a 



There is an America ot green lavna and happy children and there ia an 

America of gray streets and crowded tenements and hungry children. Theae other 

Americana are as precious to God aa you or I. One way to help them 1• by voting 

for the renewal ot the County Welfare LeV7. 

- 30 - 30 - 30 - 30 -
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B'NAI B'RITH HILLEL FOUNDATIONS 
Devoted to Religious, Cultural and Goun eling Acttvlttes among Jewish Students at Colleges and Universities 

MIDWEST REGION: 46 Sixteenth Avenue, Columbus 1, Ohio AXminster 4-4797 

Rabbi Daniel Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle & Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

May 4, 1966 
RABBI HARRY KAPLAN 
Regional Director 

I want to tell you again how much we all appreciated your 
excellent lectures at our Regional Institute. Your thoughtful 
presentations were well received by our students and Directors. 
Too bad that the elements were against us. We would have had 
an even better response if we could have stayed in one comfortable 
place. 

You added greatly to our Institute experience •. I want you to 
know how much I, as well as the other men valued your being 
with us. 

I look forward to seeing you in Toronto. Until then, warm 
regards and all good wishes. 

Cordially yours, 

✓• 
/. -

.,,,. 
Rabbi Harry Kaplan 

t 



RABBI HARRY KAPLAN, 0.0. 
director 

RABBI MARTIN KOWAL 
assistant director 

MRS. RALPH ROSENFIELD 
secretary 

HILLEL ADVISORY BOARD 
RAYMOND WELLS 

president 

LAWRENCE SCHAFFER 
first vice president 

DR. HAROLD L. MONETT 
second vice president 

MRS. BERNARD MENTSER 
secretary 

Rabbi Daniel J. ilver 
The Temple 
E. 105th 0t . & Silver Park 
Cleveland , Ohio 44106 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

at the OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY 
46 sixteenth avenue 

columbus, ohio 43201 
294-4797 

March 7, 1967 

,. 

We would appreciate your sendin J us a lossy picture 
for use on our forum program fo; the quarterl y bulletin . 

Thank you , 

Sincerely, 

~ I/ -->~--~;..,<---"''--7" 

t 
Elsie Rosenfield 
Sect'y . 

(Mrs . Ralph) 

a national organization devoted to cultural, religious and counseling service among iewish 
students in american universities, maintained by b'nai b'rith at 240 colleges and universities 



April 11, 1967 

Rabbi Harry Kaplan 
B'nai B'rith Hillel Foundation 
Ohio State University 
46 - 16th Avenue 
Columbue, Ohio 43201 

Dear Harry: 

It was a moat pleasant visit with you. It was a 
nice group and I enjoyed talk ing to them about 
the Golem. I charged the motel to Hillel. Beyond 
that my expenses were simply $12. 50 for gae. I 
am encloaing under separate cover a copy of my 
book on Maimonidean controversy. Yuu might make 
out a check for $7. 00 to The Temple Library. 

With all good wiahea to your charming wife fron1 
Adele and myself, I remain 

Cordially yours, 

DANIEL JEREMY SILVllR 
DJS:rvf 
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The Golem - Judai• '• Sorcery and Science Fiction 

Dr. Daniel Jeremy Silver 

February 17, 1967 

The child want• hi• freedom and the old fuddy--duda, hi• parent•, 

•• "•"'c. 
tnalat on telling bim where to go, what to do, and when to i it. He dream• 

brave deed•- of ainale handedly routing an enemy attack-of catching a 

notorioua criminal and holding him for the police- of hitting a home run 

in the laat inning of the laat game of a world aerie•- thunderoua applauae 

after a atarrin& role in a Broadway mualcal; and to hi• daily fruatration 

he ia bundled off t> the familiar routine• of achool. Childhood ta a time 

of high xpectation and mundane routine• and children have alway• made 

tMlr own Hercules, Robin Hood, a upar .... .& • .- whoae bravery and akill 

are a vivid projection pf their fantasy world and hoae certain aucceaa ia 

a happy reflex of their innocent confidence. 

The laat few year• have aeen a audden upaurge in the popularity of 

E-NTYILTII 1.4 
theae heroea of the darlna do. Batman and Jame• B nd drur audience• 

numbering in the million•. The thoughtful cartooniat Jule• FeUfer offer• 

thia explanation~•' ells e.ia s st: taa1a11 .,We re helple•• about twenty ye r■ 

of the Cold ar- we are helple•• about Vietn m- we look for auperman 
f' rz.6 T~ 1 '-C. C. \AJJI 

""-"' Oi- IJ. '8 I a Ca' 11. l 1 

when we feel moat impotent." Deep down we ••• ••• re mush 4iffe1l11tt:Aha• 

.>ot.lUI C.1'.,\j u.kt 
• kKd c,u. To be aure we make ■arcaatic remark• about theae wild 

~" v t,A/ lJ 4ll 
·11atn■•• yet we tune tn for next week'• epiaode. Why? I wonder if the Man 

~J(,,A-C-.,OIP 

from U. N. C. L. E. '• periloua and painful &it a L ••• and hi• evenutal 

aucc••• do not gratify aome deep inner need for reaaaurance. e too auffe r. 

, . 



-2- afZ 11,M. 

Our aecurlty la often enclanaered .. 
n., .... ,.,,...., r-. L(, A,.,i. "-•ttcaf! 

e dtapalr aa we watch. The televtalon ,. 
hero who dlffuae ■ the bomb before it fall• on the city become• the nation'• 

■avtor who will diffuae the real bomb before lt deatroya our civilisation. The 

~'c..eJI "'° ,._a,r7"""~- . "2.tr f/J.lu tuJ~ 1,1,..1 
•uMr-herT5 ~ ass sew•■ .,,, 111l al••• 16••• aaad for :uacaaAsce. When 

our national problem• •••m beyond under■tandable aolutton we encourage our­

aelve1 with the exploit• of the made-up hero. Our avid lntereat l• really a 

prayer for reaaaurance. 

The Golem waa a robot wboae function lt waa to protect the 1betto from 

the force• of evil. The Golem legend■ were born of the aame paychic urgency 

a• Batman. The Bible proml•e• that ''The 1uardlan of Iarael neither aleep■ 

A Mo4C 
nor alumbera. ' ' The medieval Jew'• life waa ■o deaparate that he neecied con­,. 

II &11.J 1'°'h'• 
crete reaaaurance- and be A cc reaa■urance out of hi• imagination. Life waa 

ahort, dan1eroua and lmpovert■hed. 

Childbirth waa dan1eroua. One mother ln three died in labor. Childhood waa .. -
dan1erou1. One child in two dtd not reach maturity. Death waa certain and 

"' 

more often than not came early. The realttie• of medieval life gave little reason 

"" for confidence ln a better tomorrow. We look for auperman when we are moat 

ti 
lmpo~nt. The Golem wa■ the ■uperman of the ghetto, the defender of the poor, 

the protector of the innocent, the ahleld of the week#}.Tbe paralell abould not 

be overatated. Unlike hi• modern counterpart, the Golem waa not a aavior lii 

0. 
the dl■plae of a mild mannered newaman or aocial fop who moonlt1hted a■ the 

• " 
'"''•f,· ■cour1e of tbe arroaaat and the wealthy. He~ •• not a man but a creation of 

A 

man. He waa a atatue come alive. He waa the legendary deacendent of tboae 

A/ A-tlA ~A "'ltt'••77A 
wooden automata whom the Buddhiat Aeneu• tJ•••v• Issa II tta came croaa in 
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a ghoat city. lt<ione inhabitant. a carpenter, had lrhittled th••• life aize 

doll• to keep him company ln hi• lonellneaa and auch waa hie aktll that he 

J£N~lt•T\O~ 
gave then not only aimllltude but ••Laa - every human capacity aave thought 

,. '-*,T~ p,,._t/ 
and •peech. The Golem waa ta■ 111 d■ ry deacendent of Gal tea. Ovid tell• 

the atory: The aculptor Pygmalion fashioned a atatue of conaumm te beauty 

and fell in love· with hi handiwork. SJ ■hi waa !Ill iklll 11 • ~th tbe divine 

aid of Venus the marble figure atepped down from it• pedeatal and becarne 

yg .alion'• bri e. The dream of duplicatina life i• aa an ancient a II r r dream. 

., T t, ,, .~ • ) A """ Ii' ~ tl, ~A-"'"' V,./r1,., 
Our geneticiats and blologi•t• are at •••• 

A_lt'P "•C& "Pa,.c..~•~ • 1 ••• eagerly purauina .,. 

O i ~f6'n.0-.,.. Mt,t"6'0f4 
J..ia : . In the claa teal world the legend akera conceived of a atone image 

having all the external feature• of a n:.lan or woman which mlraculoualy become• 

J: ti ~w '-~S.J '1'- ~,,II\""-~ &.Ji°W°C_,, 
a breathing and feeling beina. J a I I le: I c i, maker• took their imagery from 

Thi• ima1ery repro-

duces God'• action• in Geneate: 

"And the Lord God formed Adam from clod• of the 
■ oil and breathed into hie noatri.1• the breath of life. '' 

Who create a the Golem? Not a carpenter or aculpte-, but a Rabbi - not 

chi•el but Kabbala - not art but wiadom. 

The Jewish legend lnaiata that the Golem cannot be a product of man'• 

■kill alone. The rabbi• who created the Golem only followed out God'• order. 
. -~-......._.._~-✓ ,-~ .._ 

It waa God himself wbo tau1bt them technology of a 1olem'• fabrication. Judk-
1' 

lam, even in it• legend•. lnalata that there are limit• to man'• capacity. 
~ )I ~ v.,.:, A-,--'•~ 

The bratn with which we think, and the hand■ with whlch we tinker, are 1lft1 
A 

of God'• ble ■ alna. Men who create Golema have a tendency to delly themaelve•. 



If God created man and they can create a facaimile man - are they not God'• 

.-,e ,n- ~..:& To-o•y -
equal? 81 r a ••t our generation with ite computer■ and its robots - it 1olem -

w lluin ita pride and prat,uabout the death of God_f The Jewiah legend cknow­

ledge• man'• power• but inaists that we take another look at the aource of theae 

power•. The Golem ia our handiwork but we are God'• handiwork. urther-

more, the Golem l• alway• leaa than a full an. Unlike Galatea, the Golem 

(,,o-.,u.r.-
doea not become a human being ~c0011m11111rtil~•~•••l!!!l'..,.11alllllillll•ts ... p112•••• .. •· 

""' • 
TheGole~ 

" 
the power of •peech. Our •kill doe• not match God'•· The computer la not yet 

I! V f; N HJ Pc, '-4,,C ~ E,(. e.v 4» .J"u DA~ M ,,.., 1 J nr. 6 ,V l,'t..S Fu ,r ~ ,. 'I~~ 

a man. Ou• killa 90: -poyet rn t I G2d'1 Ou• •••h wi•••"' •••e iot!o the r:>Ge 
7f; /ttc..f,. 11,i IJ . 
M\t!(•' th• Gafsm i1genclro1oy •' ta• Me■• importa•• t.e•l1a1a-d:f a•• faf,a, b,u 

t I I l as • •111 a as t I as an ••• 1 

Many of u■ were weaned on Grimm'• If we bothered to 

wonder who the ■e men who epun for ua the wonderful tale• of Hansel and Gretal, 

el 
Cinderell~and Peter and the we dt■ cov.e! two erudite pedagogue• - . 

brother•, Jacob and llhelm, who •pent their live• re ■earchlng the ori1in of 

language and the meaning of myth. In the early 19th century, the Ortmm• aet 

oµt to record and collect mankind' ■ folklore and to analyze how each nation uaed 

familiar ituation■ and fable• to expre•• it• own crude attitude• and unconacioua 

prejudlcea. The Grimm• founded the aclence of comparative literature and 

tauaht hiatoriana to uae national saga■ and myth• to recreate• clvillzatlon'• 

early biatory. In the courae of hi■ research, Jacob Grimm heard of the legend 

of the Golem. In 1808 in a little book, Journal for Hermit■, he brought bia le1end 

to the attention of the academic world: 

After ■aytng certain prayer■ and ob■ervin1 certain faat day■, 
the Pollah Jewa make the flaure of a man from clay or mud, and 
when they pronounce tbe mlraculou■ Shemhampbora■ (the n me of 
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God) over him, he uat come to life. He cannot peak, but he 
under•tand• fairly ell what i ■aid or commanded. They call 
hi golem and uae him aa a servant to do all aorta of houaework . .. ; 

But he muat never leave the houee. On hla forehead ta written 
•~meth (truth); every day he gain• weight and become• wome what 
lar er nd stron er th n all the other in the houae, regard.le•• 
of how little he waa to be i wit . For fear of hlm, they there­
fore eaae the ftrat letter, ao that nothin remains but meth (he 
la dead), hereupon he collapses and turn• to clay again. One 
man's golem grew o tall, and he heedlessly let him keep on 
growing so long that that he could no longer reach hi• forehead. 
In terror he ordered the golem to take off hia boota, thinking that 
when he bent down he could reach h\ forehead. So it happened, 
the firat letter waa 1ucce••fully eraaed, but the whole heap of 
clay fell on the Jew anci cruabed hi . 

Grin: 'a Golen1 i a German hauafaau'• dream. He ls a robot maid who., 

never aa a for time off or hi her w~ge . 
J ,I 1 i:~ IN/. 7,- rJ "1 ii 

Grimm confused eaJi..nlllil•• 
~ • -.. I 

Q.) 1 a simjJar 1sstR4·•· y·fth lbe •xsfa) gu1111x al $be JoJei fa]Jc Oda. • • 

we • all aee the Gole could not be put to e ervice. Otherwiae, 

Grin m • • report la faithful. He describes corr ctly: its creation by what 

we muat call a ae l aglcal or Kabbaliatlc act. The clod la molded and 

the mannlkin i• enlivened hen the rabbi place• on hi• tongue parchment 

inacrlbed 1th the aweaome pr,,.ver of God'• hidden na e. The fearful 

power of God'• apecial na :ie ia n ancient piety among our people. The 

Bible, aa you know, write• God'• proper name ~, I ~-, 1 and we delib-

erately mlapronounce theae letter• aa "Adonai." The aecret of Goel'• 

proper name waa reaerved to the High Prleat who pronounced tt only once 

each year on that aweaome moment of Yom Kt.ppur when be entered tbe holy 

of hollea Jo ~•k God• a pardon for hia •in• and tho•• of Iarael. The ancient■ 

bellev d that a man and bl■ name ahare the ■ame ••••nee. The Bible la full 

of occaalona on which our anceator• had their name■ cbanaed to expr••• 

God'• ■peclal favor or their unique achievement. It aa alto1ether natural 
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for the belief to develop th t God'• name had av •t and ri1htenln1 power. 

f ;h• ritina o~ _'Pf on the outside of mezuzab erived from the • e piety. 

\{i(:~:.;:v~,»~•G-.q~d._'~•~o~th=e~:.::=:.:.~~~p~r:.:t:e:.:c::t::_iv:e:..!p:O:=e:2):;_• The letter• of G 'a n me 

~ I.,' are the an1e letter those in the verb 'to be. 11 T e atuff of 

. 
leaend i• here - by placing the letter• which are the eaaence of life ln the 

mouth of an inanin te object, he lght indeed c:~ e alive. 

orda had charl1m for t e ancient hich it i h rd f r • to 

under■ta.nd. All wiadom w • neceaearily c pauled in language. Lan ua e 

had reality of it• own. orde ere not only aymbo of reality ut re lity 

..._..l7LI "4''1.w rtoT 0# '-V 11-t b" .. l,. ,.,, ~ •• cJu , ,. wott&).J .a'°r wu ,.,. e-1CJ - •"--
lt1elf. ,._ The word -"' fl I c. , truth, in cribe o the Golem' s foreheadj9111,i ,,.., 

Ai-l•ciN 

Thia ln criptlon wa, an effective mulet hlcti prevented the Golem from run dJ. T~ 

nlng amuck or uaing hi• power• for ny pur The word --" tf (L 

a■ a failaafe devic to conatrain the weeome power of the robot. an ha• 

alway• dreamt of er attn more powerful m chines n at the • me time he 

ha• had niahtmarea about their potential for harm. 

The tnacrlption __,, N t" limited the Golem' powera. A ■imple 

eraaure of one etter 

~, r, I, became met--1> N - de tb. Once the leph wa er aed the 

Golem dielntt rated into the clay from which he eprani· 

~· n can conceive of control• but they are not alway• effective. Our 

father• were not aan ulne that the radar ow not malfunction or that a random 

electric ahock mi1ht not activ te the miaalle in lta ailoh. The Golem, a• it 

coll p••• fall• upon hla ere tor kW• him. There ta alw ya the fear t t ao e 
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tracle wor er - ao e aclenti t -
~n..~6.1 

ome nation will puah its technical p 1 1r 

too far and trip over it• vanity. The antl-miaalle mi aile can aa eaatl1; deatroy 

mankind aa the original mla1ile lt1elf. 

Jacob Grim did not aacribe the Gole to any particular maker. Jewiah 

1ourcea tend to cluater the Golem atorie• around two 16th century rabbi -

Eltj h of Chelm and hi• more famoua and youn1er contemporary, Loew of Prague. 

Of Elijah little la known. He waa a Poliah Jew and apparantlj_a competent Tal­

mudlat. The traditions which label him aa a Golem maker appeared more than 

a century after hi• death and they may have no firm baala in fact. rsaat W'e know 

p only that Elijah waa at one tin e a 1tudent of the my1tlc scholar and Kabbaliat, 

Solomon Luria, who waa amo g other things elf- tyled forerunner of the 

Meaalah. 

city of nudnlcka and achlemeel1. You remember Chelm - each morning the 

stork flew from he ven laden with two ba1• - in one he carried the aoul• of 

future wlae men and ln the other the aoula of - well let ua be ind - 1lmpler folk. 

One day he fiew over Chelm and by chance the aecond bag rlpped open. Only 

fool• were born in Chelm. When Chelm wanted to fence in a new cemetery, 
. 

the village elder• ordered the entire population to lie down lde by aide. The 

fence waa never built. Why? There waa not one left atandln1 to dr w the 

boundary linea. I wonder if by 1ettin1 the Golem atorle• in Chelm aome wiae 

teller of theae talee waa not reminding the more innocent in hia udience that 

deaplte the bizarre ppe 1 and the more than occasional inaight in theae •torte• 

they were nd are childlah folklore - a atatement of the innocence rather than 

of the maturlfy of the Jewlah tradition. 
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Of L w of Pra1ue much more ta known. Hla full name waa Judah 

Loew Ben Be& llel. Hia date• are 1513-1609. Loew came of a well known 

and acbolarly family. Hi• uncle waa chief rabbi of the Germ n communitie■. 

Hi• father and aµ bta brother• were recognized ■cholara. Loew, hlmaelf, 

waa one of the be■t known Talmudlata of hi■ age and one of the few Jew• in 

that dark century to lntere ■t blm■elf in the phy■t.cal aciencea. Hi• publlahed 

work• ■how no intereat in Kabbalah and it la hard to credit thl1 rather acientUlc 

and urbane man of letter• wtth auch an intere ■t. The medieval ■uaplclon of 

■cientUlc learning aeema to liave been the mother of the Loew leaend. Loew 

waa a companion of the Danlah aatronomer Tycho Brahe who for many year■ 

had an ob■ervatory near Praaue. He may alao have known Tycho'• more 

famoua atudent Johann Keppler ho l■ c~eattecl with beina the founder of the 

men and we know that Loew waa among the circle of acholar■ occaalonally 

invited to the paW ce. 

For a 16th century rabbi to be welcome in the palace waa to tnveat htm 

among Jew• with extraordinary powera.• U, in addition, the rabbi acanned 

the atara and inveatiaated mathematic■, he wa• aure to be turned into a erltn 

and lnveated by the popular mind with the aklll■ of a wizard and if the rabbi 

uaed bta contact at court to •pare hi• community from the bicltementa of a 

fanatic monk, hla power• naturally became aupernatural. At that time Chri•-

tian and Jewlah world■ ■imply did not mix or min1le. The mediev 1 Jew wa■ 

t•n~, 
l1no~ant. of the w ya of 1 tf at diplomacy. Loew muat have bad aome ■pectal 

help from God. Since the help could not otherwtae be accounted for, why not 
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aaaume that it came in the form of a Golem. In at leaat one episode we 

can ex.poae the hiatorical kernel within the legend. Jewiah law, a1 you know. 

proacrtbe• marriage between cloae blood relatives. In thoae violent day• 

when plaaue or pogram often decimated a family the orphan• sometime• were 

raiaed by foater parent• who were ignorant of their tarue parentage. There 

were occaalona when qutte innocently a prohibited marriage might be con­

aumated. During Loew'• early year• in Prague, a happily arrted couple 

were dlacloaed to be brother and ,tater. The boor• and acandal monger• of 

the community fell to with eager vengeance. They be1an calling the couple 

all manner of ugly names. Loew denounced this vi1ciou■ne•• and threatened the 

uncouth, if they peraiated, with excommunication. 'Fili• aeltea cam■ ed la ew'• 
Ft.ti ~~~,r,z. ll"T t.A•JJ• w'-o tr 01, ""-u~w~ •'F' PQpularity among a. number of ~I' • ._ ••ill d familiea and for a time lJ.tA+I~~ 

I\ A. ~ 0 11.,.e&,L Iii .. 
I N T II w '-A-iL•.-it T8' w I.I 1- '-0 ,,_ ~"'-den led him the po■t of chief rabbi, but he became celebrated a• the champA 

"' 
of decency again■t vi•ciou• fanaticism. Of Rabbi Loew'• Golem it ia told 

that for the ftrat few week• after the news broke he walked behind the unfortunate 

pair and tau1ht the uncivilized aood manner• with the only effective argument 

•uch boor• acknowledge - a rather aound thraehing. Sometime• to achieve 

decency you muat do more than pound the pulpit. 

1n all probability, Loew never engaged in Kabbali■tlc practice• but for 

our purpose■ all that really matter• l■ that aubaequent generation• believed 

he had. The legend begin• ln this way. It wa• Seder ntaht. The rabbi, iD. the 

•~101ue, wa■ recitln1 the evenlna aervtce before he went home to the ceremonta.1 

meal. A• be received the very openin1 paragraph of the ev•nln1 1ervice, the 

f.J..Jft!J.11 
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rn.,..~• A-11 r 
"~ t thou, 0 Lord, our God, ruler of the world by wbo■e light the ehadowa 

of evening fall and the gates of the morning are opened. In wiadom Thou 

has eatabllshed the chan1e• of ti~e and eeaaon. " He unconaciously miapronouneed 
r ,....1 "J ~ ..A ,, , , , " A , a 

the text. "He change• the aeaaon■ " became " r /J(t'J, ~ -../' ,, a I NfJ IV' ,, 

"He aoura the eeaaona. u Something "-'&I wrong. Loew knew nothing of Freudian 

. but 
■lip■ iil9i he knew hi• prayer■. It wa• .- God not hie aubconacioua who had -- ----..... 
guided hie tongue. There waa danger afoot. hat ahould. he do? That night 

the answer came to him in hi• sleep. In hta dream• he heard a heavenly voice 

epeak ~cro■tlc: 
• ., , ~ 7) I 2..:, ., ' I I I J) . I , ' I rt (( "' 

Make a Golem of clay and you will deatroy the entire 
evil company of tho•• who attack Israel. 

I' 

Thia formula waa both God'• command and a practical blue print. In the ancient 

and medieval world• the belief wa• wldeapreaa tllat letter• were the ultimate 

building block• of the univer••· The Greek word atoichia means both letter• 
~ T()~((, 

and element•. 'Riel!io:lful•• letter• and S'""■b-rc ta s • a wde, ataud~.g 
I,.. 

oft;' "' tnr••e 'RI• p•ll•••ntel )awe of rrt,ac e• •e oeo1e e ■t544 •►bs 1te 

•••••l •.-•"•••.. The ancient• had no ■eparate numbering ayatem. 

Letter• expre••ed both thought and quantity. If you wanted to multiply one tinie 

one, you wrote Aleph X Aleph = Aleph. The Greek teacher Pythagora, had 

taught that "all thin&• are numbers." Reality can oe comprehended only through 

numbers. Was it not logical to aaaume that number• and reality were one and 

the aame? And aince all number■ were at the ■ame time letter• it seemed 

loatcal that the fundamental law• of nature could be expre■aed in word• a• well 

a• in equation■. From thi• idea lt wa• Ju•t a abort atep to a belief (that became 
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-11- • • 7 k _,,, i ,t wwo ,.',,. lt-fltr D ,._,rl 
m lt7 WA .,.."Tl-c..A, L.. / r» V-.....- L n4 

wideapread in b th Chrl tianlty and Ju 1am) that since the Bible contained 

a~ .S-c..ca. rTv C: 
all truth God had revealed &1111• not nly the baaic religioua law but the entire 

phyalcal structure of the unlverae. Reduce the letter• to number and you will 

uncover the fundamental equ ttona of life. 

The dream born acroattc revealed to Loew how to manipulate the aacred 

text to create the Golem. Commanded by God ao to do and armed with the 

proper Kabbaliatic formula he et out with this son-in-law and a pupil to fashion 

the clay image, perform the appropriate rttea, pronounce the proper formula• 

and to place the all powerful name of God on the tongue of the Gole . At night, 

under the veil of 1ectecy, be brouaht the Gole into being. Aa man waa created 

in the image of God, eo the Golem waa created in the image of man. The Golem 

had the shape of a man and all the powers of n 

other difference.~ c~ do ood~~ ~ ~I~ 
ave apeech. There wa one 

re free agent> The Golem 

could be uaed only for uaeful purpoae and he ight not be uaed for menial pur­

poe,-•ven if these were harmlea1. The creation of the Golem waa not an idle 

exercif~, H waa to be God'• ahleld between Ier el and it enemies. 

Now, what man propo•••• woman often di1po e . Loew brought hi• 

Golem home and dmontehed hi• wife not to uae the Golem aa a •cullery maid. 

Man doe• not need God'• help to create labor aaving devtcea. Indeed theae are 

not always unmixed bleeaina. In our gadgeted century the ldlene•• of the house-

''"" M6uCI ~,.,,,. Lei ,,:, .,,,.,.,,,, ,._ 
wile ia often the cauae of much unhappin••• for her and her marriaae. In any P\.,.IZU',, ,. 

caae, the temptation waa too powerful and on one particularly harried day the 

rabbi'• wife ordered the Golem to fetch water for her tuba from the vtllaae well. 

• Before ehe could turn round the kitchen wa1 flooded. The Golem did not know 

to atop when the tuba were full. Goethe uaed this theme in the Sorcerer' 
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Apprentice. The young apprentice who clean• the maater'• magic garment•, 

aweep1 hi• floor and fetche• hta w ter ta left alone by the aorcerer ·and told 

to fW the water barrel. Having full portion of that lazlne•• which enfold• 

ua all, the boy remember• aome fra1ment1 of an incantation which ile h&d heard 

from hi• maater and put• the broom to work fetching water. The broom c rrle• 

out it• taak promptly and eagerly. Soon water overfiowa the barrel, and the 

apprentice realtze• that be doe• not know the incantation to atop the broom. 

The boy t1 on Iii• ay to being drowned when the magician returna, recite• the 

appropriate formula to-unplug the broom and give• the apprentice a not unmerited 

thraablng. Maehinee run amuck and threaten tho•e who do not underatand their 

control. Think of the devaatatton which we have inflicted on our citiea and on 

our bodie• by the ignorant uae of the auto 

The Golem had been ordered built by ecauae Praaue'• Jewiah 

community waa threatened by aettoua danger. (Even a• we order miaaUe 

1creen to protect ua in tbe cold war. There ie alway• aomebody who want• to 

uae the bomb ln Vietnam nd we have no aorcerer to protect ua from retaliation. ) 

A Chriatian butcher owed a J w a izeable debt. The Je aued for 

repayment. Bat'1er than pay up the butcher tried to implicate hie creditor in 

a cbar1e of ritual murder. He opened the grave of a newly dead child. He 

allt the corpse'• threat to give tt the appe ranee of ritual laughter, wrapped 

the child in a tali■ and placed tlllnaide a pig, element• aure to incite hi• credu­

lou• net1hbor1. He bid the child ln hi• wagon nd beaan to drive tow rd• the 

1hetto. The Golem, • you hav lon1 alnce gueaaed, i• God'• protection 

mad manUe•t. Truly "H• that keepeth I1rael doe• neither •lumber nor ■leep. " 

The Golem alone amon1 the 1hetto dweller• • awake ancl heard the rumDle 
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of the butcher'• wa on. Ste lthily e f llo edit down the street. imbly 

he dlmMd aboard and killfully he ee rched the w gon. He diacovered the 

corp e. A Hollywood tyle fi&ht seen followed. The butch r uta up a ood 

battle but oon he lie• proatrate. Th Golem drive ■ thew gon, the butcher 

and the corp1e to the police etation here he vaniahea a• the heriff dia­

covera the vill in. 

There are a• ny episode• to the Golem'• daring do aa there were 

evening on which these etoites were told. The Golem specialized in nick 

of time reacue. He protected the community from the terrible charge of 

ritual murder and from the ■lander of renegade Jew• who villified their 

fa Ute• in order to prove the atncerity of their conver,ton. In thoae clay• 

a• today, there are Chriati ny colleie campuae• who reach 

out ior the eoule of youna J we durin& theae turbulent yeare. The wily monk 
'2,Q (.U LL,,.rt. 

Thaddeu• le the •• I villain of the piece. Thadcleua played on the euaceptt-

bUity of a love sick teenaaer, Dina, and ahe was converted. nd at about 

the 1ame time, Prague waa dl•turbed by the yaterious diaappearance of 

a Chriattan girl who served a• a maid ln a Jewt1h home. Dina, brainwaahed, 

came forward and 1tated publicly: 111 have aeen e ch year the Jew■ alau1hter 

a Chrl tian for the purpoae of mixin hi blood in the Pa aover bre d. " 

She cl lmed that ahe had een her f ther r ceive vial of Chriatian blood 

from the aervant of the rabbi. A trial of the Rabbi'• eerv nt• waa ordered. 

T naione mounted. A auilty verdict would unleaah a blood bath. Th Golem 

diaappear• into the countryaide and by a ek.illful inve1tt1ation which would 

have done credit to Sherlock Hobnea, he track• the ervant girl down to 

ber love next wh re •he la enjoyln1 a moment'• daltance with a younai dalldy 
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of the nel1hborbood. Ju•t aa tbe court la about to pronounce 1entence I ln•t 

the rabbi'• •ervaot, the Qolem, like Perry Ma1on'1 Paul Drake burata tnto 

the court pu•hlng the very much alive •ervant 1lrl ahead of blm to the audible 

1a•p of the apectatora. 

A thouaand danger• threatened the medieval Jewl•h communlt,y and 

tbe Golem defend• Praaue aaalnat each. Oflering ua tn the tale• a clear 

ln■t1ht into the danger• of medieval .1ewiah lUe. 

Fmally, the audience tire~ of the Golem. Hi• ratina• be1an to •lip. 

It ta annoUDced that Rabbi Loew ha•· decided that Pra1ue t, no longer in danger. 

One night the rabbi order• the G<iem to aleep in the loft of the Altneu Shul -

tbe bl1geat •ynago1ue m Pra1ue aad one which •urrived until 1940. While 

he wa• aaleep tboae who broqht btm to lUe undertook bi• dlaarmamant. 

recited ln rever•e order. The Golem bee e again a clod of clay. T!w 

rabbt covered the clay with aome old canvaa and left tt in the attic. It waa 

aald that one could •till ••• tbe Golem under the eaves of the aynagogue. 

Such l• the ■tuff of the Golem legend. 

In conduaion I would deal wtth two que■tlon■: How did the lde 

of the Golem originate and what idea• are implicit in the Golem atory. hat 

doe■ it tell u• of the wia4om of 0\11' people? 

The Hebnw word Golem occur• only once in the Bible in Paalm 

139. Hen it ta ln a ••n•e of embryo of a yet unformed child. 

"l will gl•• tbank■ unto Tb••• for I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made; 

Wonderful are l'hy work•; 
And tbat my aow knoweth ri&ht well. 
My frame wa■ aot hidden from tt.e, 
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When I waa m de in •ecret, 
nd curioualy rought ln the lo e t p rta of 

the earth. 
Thine eye• did ee nine unfor :ied aubatance, " tN t'" t 

Let it be eJnpha■ized the Biblical Jew knew nothing of the legend of the 

Golem in the medieval aenae dealing with man'• duplicating the creative 

act of God. 

In Talmudic literature "Golem0 embryo came to have another 

meani~g. It waa uaed to uscribe the form of a living thing, that which 

1• ahaped yet which l• not alive. Lea nd had it that Adam wae a Golem 

before God breathed into him the breath of life. n intereating legend 

waa told of thi• not yet born Adam. e read that when Adam till lay 

inert •• a golem, God ahowed him all the 1enerationa and their wise men, 

all the a•neratione and their Juda••• all the generation• and their leader•. 

e have here an early attempt to explain what the Swl•• p■ychoanaly■t 

Juna later called the unconacioua memorie• of the race. Men eometime■ 

••em to evidence knowledge which they have not absorbed through their 

environment. Thi• aaaumption of knowled1• ab■orbed through our en•• 

would explain auch phenomena aa deja vu - a aenae we all have had on 

entering a place which i• new to u• .. that we have been there before. Thia 

~~ cl e Allr::t ,,:K\, )o 
paychologtcal •peculation of the rabbi• 1ave to the word golem a ■ ■ •• of 

' I~~,,.,_ & UC \,.-1 'f I ,-.ttt.;JJ., iAI".-.• t.:I 
an uafeuauel ma••· One can readily••• how it became a convenient word 

" with hlch to label the clay with which men sculpted the ahape of a man. 

But we have •till to explain the idea that man could enliven the clay image. 

Thi• cone it ■eemed to have been borrowed from the common 
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folklore of the nclent ne r eaat. The Greek• d Galate - the Ron'lana 

bad Virgil'• atatue. The Talmud tell• that Rava ere ted a man d aent 

hlm to Zera. Zera apok.e to blm and the Golem did not anawer. Then 

Zera aatd: "You muat have been made by the magtctana. turn to duat. " 

The pa ••1• •~r••••• oppoaition to auch gical •peculation. It dm-

nowledge• but doe• not credit a leaend which must have had common 

currency. Yet what waa originally dlacreclit d i often resurrected by 

piety and imagination. 

In the fifth and aixth centurie• of the common era Pytha1oraa 1 

idea• apread rapidly ln the Jewtah community. Book• were written which 

claimed to contain the aecret gno1l1 - the ••cret depth• of the Biblical 

text. To know the Biblical phyatca wa to aln the power of ere tton . 
.-,i)-,,,c -,c,c 

Indeed one of the•• text• waa called "T oo of Creative Power." Men 

came to believ that certain wtae men actually poaaea ed the power of 

creation. By the dark a1••• the•• ldeaa had grown into le1end and Jewiah 

wt1dom had rec at the ai ple legencla within a mold which aave them depth 

and bite. e read in a 13th centur Provencal text thla very lntere•tin1 

deacriptton of the makln1 of golem: 

"The propnet Jeremiah bu•••d hlmaelf alone with the Book Y•t•lrah. 
Then a heavenly voice went forth aad nld: Take a companion. He ent 
to hi• eon Sira, and they atuclied the boo for three y ara. Afgrward 
they ••t about comblnini the alpbabet• in ccordance with the Kabballatlc 
principle• of combination, grouptn1, and word formation, ani a man waa 
created to them, on ho•• forehead atood the letter• YH H Elohim 
Emeth. But thl• newly created man had a knife in bl• band, with which 
he eraaed the aleph from emeth1 there rernained: meth. Tun Jer mlah 
rent hi• I rment■ (bee uae of the blaapbemy: Goel la de d, Dow implied 
ill the lllacriptloll) and • id: Why hav you era••d tM aleph from e eth? 



He replied: I will tell you a parable. An architect 
built many houae , citi •• and aqu re , but no one could 
copy hla art and compete with him in knowleqe and akill 
until two n1 n erauaded him. Then tauaht theae two 
the ••cret of hi• art, and they kne how to do everything 
in the riaht way. rhen they a le r ed his ecret and 
his billttes, they began to anger him with worda. Finally, 
they broke with him nd became architects like him, except 
that hat he charged a thaler for, they did for six groat•. 

hen people noticed thia, they cea d to honor the artiat 
and cam.e to hi• pupils and honored them and gave them 
con1miaaiona when they required to have something built. 
So od ha de you in Hia _image and in Hi• ahape and 
form. But now you have er ated a man like Him, people 
will ay: There ta no God in the world be ■ide these two I 
Then Jer mlah aald: hat ao ution ta t ere? He aid: 

rite the alphabet• backward on the earth you have atrewn 
with intense concentration. nly do not meditate in the 
aen•• of building up, but the other way around. So they 
did, and the man becarne dust and aahe efore their eye . 
Then Jeremiah said: Truly, one should ■tudy these thing• 
only ln order to know the power and omnipotence of the 
Creator of the orld, but not ln order really to practice 
them. ' 

Here we have an am zin adumbration of •o m any modern problen-is. 

The machine become• n1& ter and nl&kea itaelf do inaDt, the m tif 

quickly change• from ' ' 

The Lord God i• truth. 11 

'f J .IJ I \I, II 

I.I~ , (, ' I 

The Lord God la dead. There i• a ne and n erou power oper tin 

and man wor•hip• power. hen the machine beco e God, men begin 

to write about th death of God. .ke a computer and aoon 'Death of 

Goel" theologian• wW make a apla■h claiming that God i de d. The 

modern idolator worahipa eith r the aker of the machine or the machine 

itaeU. We no lon1er ae~ who made U. maker, who gave him hi• brain, 

bi• akill•. 
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Each day the iOlem become• larger and lar1er. Ever more 

powerful. Each day our computer• become more refined and begin to 

perform their own mental gymnastics. The danger, lncreaae. Ultimately 

the machine falls on ita maker and deateoya him. The golem cannot ■peak. 

The machine ha• power but lack• any aenae of morality. ower without 

control ta certain death. When the maker reachea up to pull the plug from 

tht• machine, he may find a1 did the rabbi of old that he will be the victim 

\ 

of the machine'• destruction. 

Three year• ago the first large computer in the State of Israel 

waa dedicated at the Weitzman Institute in Rehobot. Our people have a 

wonderful 1enae of hiatory and thia giant computer wa1 named Golem 1. 

Thoae who spoke at the dedication recalled the legend of Rabbi Loew and 

the power of hie machine• be must be tncreaeingly dilllgent to retain • 

perapectlve and mastery and he muat be inc:reaaingly humble before the 

ultimate aource of all aktll and wiadom - God. 
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