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The flood and the tower of Babel GENESIS 6, 7 

daughters of men and got children by them, the Nephilim a were on earth. 
They were the heroes of old, men of renown. 

When the LORD saw that man had done much evil on earth and that his s 
thoughts and inclinations were always evil, he was sorry that he had made 6 
man on earth, and he was grieved at heart. He said, 'This race of men whom 7 
I have created, I will wipe them off the face of the earth-man and beast, 
reptiles and birds. I am sorry that I ever made them.' But Noah had won a 
the Loan's favour. 

This is the story of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, the one blameless 9 
man of his time; he walked with God. He had three sons, Shem, Ham and 10 

Japheth. Now God saw that the whole world was corrupt b and full of 11 

violence. In his sight the world had become corrupted, for all men had 12 

lived corrupt lives on earth. God said to Noah, 'The loathsomeness' of all 13 
mankind has become plain to me, for through them the earth is full of 
violence. I intend to destroy them, and the earth with them. Make yourself 14 

an ark with ribs of cypress; cover it with reeds and coat it inside and out 
with pitch. This is to be its plan: the length of the ark shall be three hundred 1s 

cubits, its bre~dth fifty cubits, and its height thirty cubits. You shall make 16 
a roof for the ark, giving it a fall of one cubit when complete; and put a 
door in the side of the ark, and build three decks, upper, middle, and lower. 
I intend to bring the waters of the flood over the earth to destroy every 17 

human being under heaven that has the spirit of life; everything on earth 
shall perish. But with you I will mDe a co,venant, and you shall go into the 18 
ark, you and your sons, your wife and your sons• wives with you. And you 19 
shall bring living creatur,es of every kind into the ark to keep them alive 
with you, two of each kind, a male and a female; twi0 of every kind of bird, 20 

beast, and reptile, shall come to you to be kept alive. See that you take and 21 

store every kind of food that can be eaten; this shall be food for you and for 
them.' Exactly as God had commanded him, so Noah did. 22 

The LORD said to Noah, 'Go into the ark, you and all your household; 7 
for I have seen that you alone are righteous before me in this generation. 
Take with you seven pairs, male and female, of all beasts that arc ritually 2 

dean, and one pair, male and female, of all beasts that arc not clean; also 3 
seven pairs, male and female, of every bird-to ensure that life continues 
on earth. In seven days' time I will send rain over the earth for forty days 4 
and forty nights, and I will wipe off the face of the earth every living thing 
that I have made.' Noah did all that the LORD had commanded him. He s 6 
was six hundred years old when the waters of the flood came upon the earth . 

. And so, to escape the waters of the flood, Noah went into the ark with 7 
his sons, his wife, and his sons' wives. And into the ark with Noah went one 8-9 
Pair, male and female, of all beasts, clean and unclean, of birds and of 
everything that crawls on the ground, two by two, as God had commanded. 
Towards the end of seven days the waters of the flood came upon the earth. 10 
1~ ththc Year when Noah was six hundred years old, on the seventeenth day 11 
0 c second month, on that very day, all the springs of the great abyss 
broke through, the windows of the sky were opened, and rain fell on the 12 

earth for forty days and forty nights. On that very day Noah entered the 13 

" O, 1iant1. • O, ripe for destruction. c Or end. 
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If a 

.1)unta ·n s, it i s t 1 c rr1an 1 s rime - nd 

he will be kill d. Bu t i f he se i ze s her 

in her house, it is L e \Voman's cr ime 

~nd s he will be kill e d (1"1 ittite C o de 

A ET 196). 

• 

If tL -:. r--. b e a d a , 1 tha t 'i.:; a 

o ·,tro ' 1c d un o a man, a nd a rnan f-:r. d 

h~r 'in the city, and lie with h r; 

t l i.; n y e s h a ll bring th m both out 

un a:> the gate of that city, a nd ye ha ll 

s to 1e t c rn \vith stones th a t th y die; 

t h e damsel, b - cause she c r i d n ot, 

b ei1. g i n the ci ty; an d the m a n, be --u~=> e 

he h ath h mble d his ne i g h or I s wif e ; 

so thou shalt put away the evil from 

the midst of thee. 

But if the man find the damsel 

that is betrothed in the field, and the 

man take hold of her, and 1 ie with her; 

then the man only that lay with her 

shall die. But unto the damsel thou 

shalt do n oth ing; the re is in the damse l 

no sin w orthy of d e ath; for as \Vhen a 

man riseth against his neighbour, and 

slayeth him,even so 1s this matter . 

For lie found her in the fieij• the 
~ 

betrothed damsel cried, and there was 

I ; 

.~ n one t o ~ave her . 



. , 
- ? -

If a savage bull, ·n his charge, gores a 

man and brings about his death, this cr1rne 

has no penalty. If a n-ian' s bull has been 

wont to gore and they have been made 

known of his habit of goring and he has not 

protected his horns or he has not tied him 

up and the :bull gore the son of a man and 

about 
bring/his death, he was paid 1/2 m1na of 

silver. ,, r , • 

., 

• 

And if an ox gore a man or a , 

,vornan, that they die, the ox shall 

be surely stoned, and its flesh shall 

not be eaten; but the owner of the ox 

shall be quit. But if the ox was 

wont to gore in time past, and 

warning hath b e en given to its owner, 

and he had not kept it in, but it had 

killed a man or a woman; the ox 

shall be stoned and its owner also 

shall be put to death. If there be 

laid on him a ransom, then he shall 

give for the redemption of his life 

whatsoever is laid upon -him. Whether 

it have gored a son, or have gored 

a daughter, according to this judg-

ment shall it be done unto him. 

If the ox gore a bondman or a bond-

woman., he shall give unto their 

master thirty shekels of silver, 

and the ox shall be stoned . 

I f f 
r , ,. . 



GENESIS 

The creation of the world 

IN THE BEGINNING OF CREATION, when God made I 
heaven and earth, a the earth was without form and void, with darkness 2 

over the face of the abyss, and a mighty wind that swept b over the 
surface of the waters. God said, 'Let there be light', and there was light; 3 
and.God saw that the light was good, and he separated light from darkness. • 
He called the light day, and the darkness night. So evening came, and s 
morning came, the first day. 

God said, 'Let there be a vault between the waters, to separate water 6 
from water.' So God made the vault, and separated the water under the 7 
vault from the water above it, and so it was; and God called the vault 8 
heaven. Evening came, and morning came, a second day. 

God said, 'Let the waters under heaven be gathered into one place, so 9 
that dry land may appear'; and 'SO it was. God called the dry land earth, 10 

and the gathering of the waters he called seas; and God saw that it was 
good. Then God said, 'Let the earth produce fresh growth, let there be 11 

on the earth plants bearing seed, fruit-trees bearing fruit each with seed 
according to its kind.' So it was; the earth yielded fresh growth, plants 12 

bearing seed according to their kind and trees bearing fruit each with seed 
according to its kind; and God saw that it was good. Evening came, and 13 
morning came, a third day. 

God said, 'Let there be lights in. the vault of heaven to separate day from 1• 

night, and let them serve as signs both for festivals and for seasons and 
years. Let them also shine in the vault of heaven to give light on earth.' So Is 

it was; God made the two great lights, the greater to govern the day and 16 
the lesser to govern the night; and with them he made the stars. God put 17 

these lights in the vault of heaven to give light on earth, to govern day and 18 
night, and to separate light from darkness; and God saw that it was good. 
Evening came, and morning came, a fourth day. 19 

God said, 'Let the waters teem with countless living creatures, and let 20 

birds fly above the earth across the vault of heaven.' God then created the 21 

great sea-monsters and all living creatures that move and swarm in the 
waters, according to their kind, and every kind of bird; and God saw that 
it was good. So he blessed them and said, 'Be fruitful and increase, fill the 22 

waters of the seas; and let the birds increase on land.' Evening came, and 23 
morning came, a fifth day. 

God said, 'Let the earth bring forth living creatures, according to their 2• 

kind: cattle, reptiles, and wild animals, all according to their kind.' So it 
was; God made wild animals, cattle, and all reptiles, each according to its 2s 

0 Or In the beginning God created heaven and eanh. 
of God hovering. 

I 

b Or and the spirit 
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GENESIS 1, 2 Th, creation of the world 

26 kind; and he saw that it was good. Then God said, 'Let us make man in 
our image and likeness to rule the fish in the s~, the birds of heaven, the 
cattle, all wild animals on earth, and all reptiles that crawl upon the earth.' 

27 So God created man in his own image; in the image of God he created 
28 him; male and f emalc he created them. God blessed them and said to 

them, 'Be fruitful and increase, fill the earth and subdue it, rule over the 
fish in the sea, the birds of heaven, and every living thing that moves upon 

29 the eanh.• God also said, 'I give you all plants that bear seed everywhere 
on earth, and every tree bearing fruit which yields seed: they shall be youn 

30 for food. All green plants I give for food to the wild animals, to all the birds 
of heaven, and to all reptiles on earth, every living creature., So it was; 

31 and God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. Evening came, 
and morning came, a sixth day. 

2 Thus heaven and earth were completed with all their mighty throng. 
2 On the sixth day God completed all the work he had been doing, and on 
3 the seventh day he ceased from all his work. God blessed the seventh day 

and made it holy, because on that day he ceased from all the work he had 
set himself to do. 

4 This is the story of the making of heaven and earth when they were 
created. 

.. 
• J 

The beginnings of history 
s w HBN THB LORD GOD MADE BARTH AND HEAVEN, there was neither 

shrub nor plant growing wild upon the earth, because the Low God 
had sent no rain on the earth; nor was there any man to till the ground. 

6 A flood O used to rise out of the earth and water all the surface of the ground. 
7 Then the LoRD God formed a man b from the dust of the ground c and 

breathed into his nostrils the breath of life. Thus the man became a living 
8 creature. Then the LORD God planted a garden in Eden away to the cast, 
9 and there he put the man whom he had formed. The LORD God made 

trees spring from the ground, all trees pleasant to look at and good for food; 
and in the middle of the garden he set the tree of life and the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. 

10 There was a river flowing from Eden to water the garden, and when it 
11 left the garden it branched into four streams. The name of the fint is 

Pishon; that is the river which encircles all the land of Havilah, where the 
12 goldd is. The gold 4 of that land is good; bdellium' and comelians are also 
13 to be found there. The name of the second river is Gihon; this is the one 
14 which encircles all the land of Cush. The name of the third is Tigris; this 

is the river which runs east of Asshur. The fourth river is the Euphrates. 
rs The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden lO till 
16 it and care for it. He told the man, 'You may eat from every tree in the 
17 garden, but not from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil; for on the 
18 day that you eat from it, you will certainly die.' Then the LoRD God said, 

0 Or mist. • H,b. adam. ' H,b. adamab. ti Or frankincense. 
' Or l\lffl resin. 

2 



Tiu beginnings of history GENESIS 2, 3 
'It is not good for the man to be alone. I will provide a partner for him! 
So God formed out of the ground all the wild animals and all the birds of 19 
heaven. He brought them to the man to sec what he would call them, and 
whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name. Thus the 20 
man gave names to all cattle, to the birds of heaven, and to every wild 
animal; but for the man himself no partner had yet been found. And so 21 
the LoRD God put the man into a trance, and while he slept, he took one 
of his ribs and closed the flesh over the place. The LORD God then built 22 
up the rib, which he had taken out of the man, into a woman. He brought 
her to the man, and the man said: 23 

'Now this, at last
bone from my bones, 
flesh from my flcsh!-
this shall be called woman, a 
for from man b was this taken.' 

That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united to his wife, 24 
and the two become one flesh. Now they were both naked, the man and his 2s 
wife, but they had no feeling of shame towards one another. 

THE SERPENT WAS MORE CRAFTY than any wild creature that the LORD 3 
God had made. He said to the woman, 'Is it true that God has forbidden 
you to cat from any tree in the garden?' The woman answered the serpent, 2 
'We may cat the fruit of any tree in the garden, except for the tree in the 3 
middle of the garden; God has forbidden us either to cat or to touch the 
fruit of that; if we do, we shall die.' The serpent said, 'Of coune you will 4 
not die. God knows that as soon as you cat it, your eyes will be opened and s 
you will be like gods' knowing both good and. evil.• When the woman saw 6 
that the fruit of the tree was good to cat, and that. it was pleasing to the eye 
and tempting to contemplate, she took some and ate it. She also gave her 
husband some and he ate it. Then the eyes of both of them were opened 7 
and they discovered that they were naked; so they stitched fig-leaves 
together and made themselves loincloths. 

The man and his wife heard the sound of the LoRD God walking in the a 
garden at the time of the evening breeze and hid from the LoRD God 
among the trees of the garden. But the LORD God called to the man and 9 
said to him, 'Where arc you?' He replied, 'I heard.the sound as you were 10 
walking in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked, and I hid my
self.' God answered, 'Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten 11 
from the tree which I forbade you?' The man said, 'The woman you save 12 
me for a companion, she gave me fruit from the tree and I ate it.' Then 13 
the LORD God said to the woman, 'What is this that you have done?' The 
woman said, 'The serpent tricked me, and I ate.' Then the LORD God said 14 
to the serpent: • 

'Because you have done.this you are accuncd · 
more than all cattle and all wild creatures. 

• H,b. iab. :: · ' Or God. , 

3 
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APPENDIX 

His countenance shone exceedingly, [lik]e the day, (and he said:) 
"So(?) .shall Babylon be, whose construction ye have desired; 
Let its brickwork be fashioned, and call (it) a sanctuary." 
The Anunnaki wielded the hoe. 
One year they made bricks for it; 
When the second year arrived, 
They raised the head of Esagila on high, level with the Apsu. 
After they had built the lofty stagetower of the Apsu, 
They established an abode therein (?) for Marduk, Enlil, (and) Ea. 

. . 
2. THE BABYLONIAN n.DOD STORY2, 

Gilgamesh said to him, to Utnapishtim the Distant: 
"I look upon thee, Utnapishtim, 
Thine appearance is not different; thou art Jike unto me. 
Yea, thou art not different; thou art like unto me. 

I My heart had pictured thee as one perfect for the doing of battle; 
[But] thou Jiest (idly) on (thy) side, (or) on thy back. 

515 

[Tell me], how didst thou enter into the company of the gods and ob-
tain life (everlasting)? , 

Utnapishtim said to him, to Gilgamesh: 
"Gilgamesh, I will reveal unto thee a hidden thing, 
Namely, a secret of the gods will I tell thee. 
Shurippak-a city which thou knowest, 
[And which] is situated [ n the bank of] the river Euphrates
That city was (already) old, and the gods were in its midst. 
(Now) their heart prompted the great gods [to] bring a deluge. 
[There wast _f) J 1\ 11 11 L11 ~11 lather; · 
Warlike Enlil, their counselor; I C. 
Ninurta, their representative; 
Ennugi, their vizier; 
Ninigiku, ( that is,) Ea, also sat with them. 
Their speech he repeated to a reed hut: 
'Reed hut, reed hut! Wall, wall! ) 
Reed hut, hearken! Wall, consider! l 
Man of Shurippak, son of Ubara-Tutu! 
Tear down (thy) house, build a ship! 
Abandon (thy) possessions, seek ( to save) life! 

1~= --=-2F- (1hy)~ ,~~-~-

) 

• 

J. 

0 

2 Translation from Alexander Heidel, The Gilgamesh Epic and Old Testament 
Parallels, University of Chicago Press, 1946. Tablet XI, 1-196. 

• 

• 

0 
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576 APPENDIX 

[Cause t~] go up into the ship the seed of all living creatures. 
The ship which thoµ shalt build, · . 
Its measurements shall be (accurately) measured; 
Its width and its length shall .be equal. S (J 
Cover it [li]ke the subterranean waters.' 

.. : When I understood this, I said to Ea, my lord: 
'[Behold], my lord, what thou hast thus commanded, 
[I] will honor (and) carry out. 

I 

• [But wJ}at] shall I answer the city, the people, ·and the elders?' 1v~ ,..,.. 
Ea opened his mouth and said, 
Speaking to me, his servant: 

• . 'Thus shalt \hou say to them: 
[I have le]arned that Enlil hates me,. . 'l 
That I mity no (longer) dwell in yo[ur c~]ty, 1 
Nor turn my face to the land pf En,il. 
[I will therefore g]o down to the apsu and dwell with Ea, my [lor]d. 
[On] you he will (then) rain down plenty; 
[. . . . of b ]irds (?), . . . . of fishes. 
[. . . .] harvest-wealth. 
[In .the evening the leader] of the storm(?) 
Will cause a wheat-rain to rain down upon you.' 
As soon as [the first shimmer of mor]ning beamed forth, 
The land was gathered [about me] . 

. 
• The child [brou Jght pitch, 

(While) the strong brought [whatever else] was needful. 
On the fifth day [I] laid its framework. 
On~ iku was its floor space, one hundred and twenty cubits • each wps 

t_he height of its walls; 
One hundred and twenty cubits measured each side of its deck. 
I 'laid the shape' of the outside (and) fashioned it. 
Six (lower) decks I built into it, 

• (Thus) .dividing (it) into seven (stories). 

• I 

Its ground plan I divided into nine (sections) . 
I drove water-stoppers into it. . 
I provided punting-poles and stored up a supply. 
Six shar of pitch I poured into the furnace, 
(And) three shar of asphalt [I poured] into it. 
Three shar of,oil the basket-carriers brought: 
Besides a shar of oil which the saturation(?) (of the water-stoppers) 
• consumed, 

Two shar of oil [which] the boatman stowed away. 

., 
' 

• 



• APPENDIX 

Bullocks_ I slaughtered for [the people]; 
Sheep I killed ' every day. 
Must, red wine, oil, and white wine, . 

•' •, ... , , 

. ,, ·· . 
• r • 

[I gave] the workmen (to drink] as if it were river water, 
( So that) they made a feast as on New Year's Day. 
I [. . . . ] ointment I put my hands. 
[. . . . ] . . the ship was completed. 
Difficult was [the . . . .]. 
. . . . above and below . 

. • [. . . .]. . its two-thirds. , 
[Whatever I had I] loaded aboafd her. • 

Whatever I [ha go loaded abo.ard her;. • 

S77 

Whatever I had~i ve I loaded dboard her. 

Whatever I had o e ~ed of all Jiving creatures [I loaded] aboard 
her. - ., 

After I had caused all my family and relations to go up into the ship, 
I caused the game of the field, the beasts of the field, (and) all tlie 

craftsmen to go (into it). 
Shamash set for me a definite time: 
'When the leader of the sto[rpt(?)] causes a destructive rain to rain 

• 
down in the evening, • ' 

Enter the ship and close thy door.' 
That definite time arrived: 
In the evening the leader of the sto[nn(?)] caused a destructive rain to 

rain down. 
I viewed the appearance of the weather; 
The weather was frightful to behold. 
I entered the ship and closed my door. 
For the navigation (?) of the ship to the boatman Puzur-Amurri 
I intrusted the mighty structure with its goods. · 
As soon as the first shimmer of morning beamed forth, 
A black cloud came up from out the horizon. 
Adad thunders. within it, 
While Shullat and Hanish go before, 
Coming as heralds over hill and plain; 

I , • 

Irragal pulls out the masts; 

0 
Ninurta comes along (and) causes the dikes to give way; 
The Anunnaki raised (their) torches, 
Lighting up the land with their brightness; ·. 
rhe raging of Adad reached unto heaven 
(And) turned into darkness all that was light. 
[ .. ... ] the land he broke(?) like a po[t(?) ]. 

• 
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,571 'APPENDIX 

(For) one day the tem[pest blew]. 
Fast it blew and [. . . .]. 
Like a battle [it ca]me over the p[eople]. 
No man could see his fellow. 
The people could not be recognized from heaven. 
(Even) the . gods· were terror-stricken at the de,uge. 
Tliey ited (and) ascended to the h en o{ Anu; 

1 e o s and cro in istre ·1). 
a cne out 1 ea woman in travail; 

~..a ovely-voiced Lady of the g[od~lamented: • (!: v 
'In tr h the olden time has turned o cla 
Becau I commanded evil in the asse y of the gods! 
~ow could I command ( such evil in the assembl of the 
( ow} cou command war to destroy my people, 

• (For) it is I who .bring forth (these) my people! 
Like the spawn of fish they (now) fill the sea!' 
The Anunnaki-gods wept with her; ·. 
The gods sat bowed (and) weeping. 
Covered were their lips . . . . . 
Six days and [six] nights 

CV 
' 

The• wind· blew, the downpour, the tempest, (and) th~ fto[od] over
whelmed the land. 

When the seventh day arrived, the tempest, the flood, 
Which had fought like an army, subsided in (its) onslaught. 

. . The sea grew quiet, the storm ~abated, the flood ceased. 
I opened a window, and light fell upon my face. 
I looked u on the sea all) was silence, 

n a mankind had turned to c a 
. . . . was as eve as a (flat) roof. 

•. · I bowed, sat down, and wept, 
• My tears running down over my face. 

I looked in (all) directions for the boundaries of the sea. 

• I 

At ( a distance ~f) twelve (double-hours) there. emerged a stretch of • 

Ian 
On ount Ni • the ship landed. • 
Mount 1s1r held the ship fast and did not let (it) move. 
One day, a second day Mount Nisir held the ship fast and did not let 

(it) ·move. 
A third day, a fourth day Mount Nisir held the ship fast and did not . 

let (it) ntove. 
A fifth day, a sixttt day Mount Nisir held the ship fast and did not let 

(it) move. 

.,. 

I I 



APPENDIX 

When the sev~ day arrived, 
I sent forth a~ and let (her) go. 
The dove went away and came back to me; 
_There was no resting-~=,~~d so she returned. 
(Then) I sent forth a and let (her) go. 
The swallow went away and came back to me; 
There was no resting-place, and so she returned. 
(Then) I sent forth ae. and let (her) go. 
The raven went away, and when she saw that the waters had abated, 
She ate, she flew about, she cawed, (and) did not return. 

579 

(Then) I sent forth (everything)· to the four winds an~ .... ..;;;;~:.;,· 
fice _;; · • 

I 1?.2Y!ed out a libation on the peak of the mountain. 
~ }and (yet se kettles I set up. • 

Under them I heaped up (sweet) cane, cedar, and myrtle. 
The gods smelled the savor, 
The gods smelled the weet s·-a··v·-o·-. 
The gods athered like flies he sa • r. \ 
As soon as the great goddess arrived, ~ J L. n f\ 
She lifted up the great jewels which Anu had made according to her 

wish: ,. • 
'O ye gods here present, as surely as I shall not forget the lapis lazuli on 

my neck, 
I shall remember these days and shall not for get (them) ever I 
Let the gods come near to the offering; 
(But) Enlil shall not come near to the offering, \ l i·, 
Because without reflection he brought on the deluge V 
And consigned my people to destruction!' 
As soon as Enlil arrived 
And saw the ship, Enlil was wroth; 
He was filled with anger against the gods, the Igigi.: 
'Has any of the mortals escaped? No man was to live threugh the de-

struction!' , 
Nnitifia opened his mouth ~id, speaking to warrior Enl[il]: 
'Who can do things with~ . 
For Ea alone understands every matter.' 
Ea opened his mouth and said, speaking to warrior Enlil: 
'O warrior, thou wisest among the gods! 
How, O how couldst thou without reftiillliiii~ili~~~~~~ ll. 
On th • r la his sin· on 

t loose, that ot ge[t 
(too) loose] 
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Instead of thy sending a deluge, would that a wolf had come and 

dim[inished] mankind! . 
(Or) instead of thy sending a deluge, would that a famine had occurred 

and [ destroyed] the land! 
(Or) instead of thy sending a deluge, would that Irra had come and 

smitten mankind! 
(Moreover,) it was not I who revealed the secret of the great gods; 

(But) to /\traha I showed a dream, and so he learned the secret of 
the gods. 

And now take counsel concerning him.' 
Then. Enlil ~ent up into the ship. . 
He took my hand and caused me to go aboard. 
He caused my wife to go aboard (and) to kneel down at my side. 
Standing between us,' he touched our foreheads and blessed us: 
'Hitherto Utnapishtim has been but a pian; 

But now Utnapishtim and his wife, s.h.;a~ll~b~e~l~ik~~~ .... ~~ 
In the distance, at the mouth · of the nvers, Utnapishtim shall dwell!' 
So they took me and caused me to dwell in the distance, at the mouth 

of the rivers. 

t 
J. TELL EL-AMARNA LETTERS3 

• 286. ABDI-HEDA OF JERUSALEM TO THE KING 

[T]o the king, my lord, say. Thus saith Abdi-Heba, thy servant: · At 
the two feet of my lord, the; king, seven times and seven times I fall down. 

• What have I done to the king, my lord? They slander me to the king, the 

lord: "Abdi-Heba has become faithless to the king, his lord." Behold, 
neither my father nor my mother has put me in this place. The mighty 

hand of the king has led me into the house of my fat her. Why should I 

practise mischief agains~ the king, the lord? As long as the king, my lord, 
lives I will say to the deputy of the king, [my] lo[rd]: "Why . do you love 
the Habiru, and hate the regents?" But therefore am I slandered before 

the king, my lord. Because I say: "The lands of the king, my lord are Jost," 
therefore am I slandered to the king, my lord. But let the king, my lord, 

know (this) : After the king, my lord, had appointed a garrison, Eenhamu 

took i[t] [al]I . . . . [There is n]o garrison here. [So] let the king 
[c]are for his Jand. [Let] the king [ca]re for his land. [The land]s of the 

king, the lord, have all deserted. llimilku has devastated the whole hand 

of the king. So let the king, the lord, care for his land. I say: "I will enter 

into the presence of the king, my lord, and I will see the two eyes of the 

8 Translation from Samuel A. B. Mercer, The Tell El-Amarna ·Tablets, The Mac· 
miUan .company of Canada, 1939. 
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Bible 

Suggested Reading• for Papers (by no means exhauative) 

Apocrypha 

Genesis 
Genesis 
Genesis 
Exodus 

1-4 
6:9-9 
37-50 
1-19 

Deuteronomy 
Isaiah 40-66 
Hosea 
Amos 
Jonah 
Proverbs 1-9 
Song of Song a 
Ruth 
Ecclesiastes 
Esther 

Dead Sea Scrolls 

The Manual of Discipline 

Tobit 
Wisdom of Solomon 
Ecclesiastes 
Maccabees I 

" 
" 

II 
IV 

Letter of Ariateps 

Philo 

On Creation 
Allegorical interpretation 
On Dreama 
On Abraham 
Life of Moses 

Commentary on One or Another Biblical Book 
Th~ Scroll of the War of the Sons of Light Against The Sons of Darkness 

Rabbinic 

Pirke Abut 
Any book of Miahnah (Danby) 
Semahot (Ta~mudic tractate on mourning - Zlotnick) 

. The Midrash to Psalms (Broude) - Any S _Psalma ., 
• Pesikta Rabbati (Broude) - Any 5 Piskae 
Midraah Rabbah - A~y Major Section (Soncino) 

Liturgy 

Haggadah 
Kol Nidre Service 
Selihot 

· Poets 

Judah Ha Levi 
Moaea lbri Ezra · 
Solomon Ibn Gabirol - Keter Malchut ·- Thfl Royal Crown 

,. 
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Philosophy 

Saad ya - Book of Beliefs and Opinions - Book l, 2 or 9 
Judah Halevi - Kuzari - A chapter (Heineman) 
Bahya '~l.-The Duties of the Heart (Hyamson) 
Maimonides - Mishnah Torah - Book of Knowledge 

Epistle to Yemen 
Jonah Gerundi - The Gates of Repentence - (Silverstein) 

' 

Literature 

Joseph L. Mela Zahara; .. The Book of Delight (Hadas) 
Judah Al Harizi - Tahkemoni - Ae1cfli=="~T) 
Chronicle of Ahimaaz • (M . Salzman) r. h·•:.·:)' 
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Duchan 

Haggadah 

Havdalah 

Kaddish 

Kavannah 

Kldd11sh 

Kidd11shin 

Koh Nldre 

Maftlr 
flFNmz::rv 

M11aaf 

Nlgwi 

Rosh Hodesh 

Seder 

Seflra-

Shl•a 

Talllt 

Teftlllm 

Yahrzelt 

Ylzkor 

To f!O up to readln~ desk to read Torah portion or recite 
blesslnes - also immlsrration to Israel. 

Raised platform from which Kohen recltes priestly blesslne. 

"Tellin,z" - Tradltional llturgy for the Seder. 

"Separation" ... Service at the conclusion of tbe Sabbath. 

An Aramaic doxoloiy recited in various forms to lndicate end 
of parts of service11 conclaaion of stady sessions and the 
mourner's prayer. 

"Concentration" - "A ttentlon" ln wore hip. 

"Sanctification" - bless in, over wlne. 

Marria,Je. 

"All Vows" - Hymn which begins and S{ivea lta name to 
e-venlng service of Yom ~ippor. 

"He who .ends u .... The last call to Torah readlnJ? whlch lnclades 
a readln,t from the Haftorah or prophets. 

A quorum of men .required for public worahlp. 

' 
The additional service on Sabbath and holldaya, reclted after 
Shahamlt - mo rnln• -ae rvlceo 

Chant or melody of service. 

The New Moono 

Order of Passover evenin~ meal aa set oat in Hagad~ 

"Coa.ntln~" - The period of 7 we•k• coW1ted off day by day 
between Pesacb and Shabuot. . . . . 

Sev~n days of moarnlnr. 

Prayer shawl. 

Phylacterlea 

".Annlversary" - annual memorial of a death w~en Kaddleh 
la recited. 

Menorlal aervlce held on flrat day of passover, aecond day 
of Shavuot, Yom Klppur and Shemlni .Atzeret. 
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Siddur 

Mahz r 

Shaharlt 

Ma■af 

Mlnhah 

Maarlv 

Shabbat 

Rosh Haahan h 

Yom Klppur . 
• • ' 

Slmhat Torah 
Sllkkot -

Shemlnl Atzeret 

Ch nokah 

Parim 

Pesach 

Shabuat 

Tlaba b'av 

Borcho 

Sheina 

Amldab - Sb.emonch Eerey 

Alenu 




