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ORAL TRADITION CONTINUING BUT DIMI ISHING 

_ ___ ],()OK OF THE COVENANT 
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Gilga11esh, why dost thou run? Inasmuch as the 

life thou seekest, 
Thou canst not f'iM, for the gods on their first 

creation of mortals 
Death allotted to man, but life they retained 

in their keeping. 
Gilgameshi Full be thy belly 
Each day and night be thou merry, and ape 

hold holid83' revel ••• 
U3t thou thy head be clean washed, and bathe, 

and the little 01m cherish 
Holding they hand; and let also thy spouse 

be rejoiced in they bosan, 
tllis is the mission of man" 

s worldliness inevitable raised the question of theodicy--why do 

ghteous su.ffer--and Job had his antecedents in Mesopotamian 

literat which reach back as far as a Sumerian poetic discourse 

on theodicy an retribution ( circa 2000). 

The precise na re of the early patriarchal rm.th is much debated. 

Such evidence as allowed in the Genesis narrative emphasize 

a rather simple and unpanpous 

a temple site or a priest class. 

The clan god appears to the clan head 

sacred groves, oa high places, bes!de 

special concern for their future 

specifically associated with 

is not even a set ritual calendar. 

gods appear ( in 

ed altars) and announced his 
, 

gratetul chllftan offers 

an appropriate sacrifice tlds a stone altar witft ut benefit of clergy. 

Whatever the actu the descendints or the Heb 

associated their be nnings with a religious simplicity which as markedly 

different 

the 

__ ,.___ 

th the royal cults of Babylonia and the sympath magic, 

orgiastic elements of Canaanite fertility ritu la. 

Hebrews worship as divine? Some argue that Hebrew piety 

on the worship of one high Ood--a a preme creator diety known as 
,:) 

or El Shaddai. These scholars ar e~tbat the Biblical n rrative P~ - " " r .r 
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