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Religion 330 Spring 1974 

_Classic Religious Thought 

Where Judaism Differed, Abba Hillel Silver, is the basic work which provides 
the themes which we will search for in our readings. 

Weeks 1-5 

Weeks 6-9 

Weeks 10-13 

Biblical Thought as Jewish Thought 

Readings: Genesis and Deuteronomy 
Jeremiah 
Selected Psalms 
Job 

Rabbinic Thought 

Readings: A Maimonides Reader edited, with Introduction and 
Notes by Isadore Twersky, Behrman House, Inc. 

Mystical Thought 

Readings: Souls On Fire - Eli Wiesel 

Tales of Rabbi Nachman - Martin Buber 

Suggested Reading: 

,, 

Historical Background: • H. N. Orlinsky, Ancient Israel, Cornell 19 56 

General Manuals: 

Genesis: 

M. Noth~ The Old Testament World, Fortress 1966 

J. A. Brewer-E. G. K.raeling, The Literature 
of the Old Testament, 3rd edition,, Columbia 1962 

0. Eis sfeldt, The Old Testament, An Introduction 
Harper and Row 1965 ... • 

U. Cassuto, A Commentary on the Book of Genesis 
Magnes Press 1961 

N. M. Sarna, Understanding Genesis, McGraw
Hill, 1966 

E. A. Speiser, The Anchor Bible, Genesis 
Doubleday 1964 



,, 

z 

Deuteronomy: G. von Rad, Deuteronomy, A Commentary, 
Westminster 1966 

Jeremiah: 

On Job: 

J. Reider, Deuteronomy With Commentarx, Jewish 
Publication Society 1937 

A. J. Hes.chel: The Prophets; Harper and Row 1962 

Jeremiah, Man and Prophet, HUC 1961 
• 

J. Bright, Jeremiah, The Anchor Bible, 1965 

R . . Gondes; The Book of God and Man, Chicago 1965 

N. M. Glatzer, The Dimensions of Job, Beacon 1969 

... 



Religion 330 

' MID-TERM EXAMINATION 

Interpret each of the following passages according to the three criteria 

we have used: 

1) Its immediate . sense 

2) Its meaning in its original setting 
. 

3) It a place in the J ewi ah t rad~t.ion 

l) Genesis 11: 1 - 9 . ' 

Z) Deuteronomy 34 

3) Jeremiah 4:3 - 9 

or 

Jeremiah 13 :1 - 11 

4) Job 33 

• 

.... 
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1 1 , , 11 . ~7 

u : 2 lH 

11: 11)-13: 18 
14: I, 2 

14: 3-20 
14: 21 

2 . .-\~~.,it'l't I h:· "or~hip of ot hl'r gods 
.• ,1~.,~,-..t hc;uhrn mourning customs 

I ,, .... ,r,sr C:ttinrr un lean food • • 

A•";nm,t C:\ting fallen animals • 

1 

~~I inst boiling the kid in its mother's milk 

3. 1 1t),cs . . . • • • • • • 

14:21 

14:11-29 

I J! 1-18 

/ y c~r of Release: a. of debts, b. of slaves • 

Firstlings . . 
Three yearly festivals: Passover, Weeks, 

• 1 ·;J ll'rn.K ks 
4. :\t:-~:1~:-t the :\~hl·rnh and pillar 

:\:;.ti n~t hlcmi~h'-''-1 s;1crificcs 

11. Ot1i~·'-'r!'- ,li Anthnritv . 
1. l\hk'-·s .md rrl.!i~trar~ • . . .. .. 

., rim iil:11 prol·rl\urc :,g:tinst an idolater 

. n I ,rem'-' Court 

:. The kinf! . 
3. l c,·itil•;1\ pric~ts 
4. Pnlphcts in cn11tr:1st to diviners, etc. 

111. Judi'-·i;1l Proc'-·,lurc . 
1. ~lunkr. :11\\l cities of refuge . 

Expiation of untr:tced murder• 

:. Thcf t, rcmm·:1\ of boundary stones 

3· r alsc witnesses . 
1V. l\lilit;lrY L:1ws . 

Otlicc of d1;1plain 
Exemptions from w:1r service 

A ppointllll'llt of captains 
Conduct of w~,r . 

V. Famih· L:1ws 
~ 1.lrriagc with :1 f cm:ilc captive 
lnh rit:mcc of the first-born 

Disobedient sons . 

VI. Various Laws . 
1. I-1:lnr!ed crimin:11s ... 
2. Lo!,t property of :l neighbor 

A id to foll en beasts . 
Sp;1ring of the mother bird 
Protection of roofs . 

3. Ag:1inst mixtures , 
,ve:uing clothes of the other sex• 

~ l ix in g seeds, animals, cloths 

T:1 els 
VII. Ch:istitv Laws . 

•s=•cr-13 

16:1-17 

16:21f. 

I 7: I 

16: 18-20; .17: 2-18:21 

16: 18-20 

17:2-7 
I 7: 8-1 J 
17: 14-10 

I 8: 1-8 
18:crn 
19 
19: 1-13 
11 ! I-<} 

19: 14 

19: 15-u 
20 

20: 1-4 
20: 5-8 
20:9 

10: 10-20 

21:10-21 

21:10-14 

21:15-17 
11: 18-21 

21:12-22:11 

21:nf. 

11: 1-3 

21:4 

22:6£. 

21:8 

21:5, 9-12 

12:5 

22!()-11 

12: 12 

11! I 3-30 
21:13-11 

11: 21 
Charges against a bride 

Adultery . 
Dishonoring of a betrothed virgin with or without 

11:23-17 
her consent 

Dishonoring an unbetrothed virgin with or without 

her consent 
11:28f. 

Against marriage with a father's wife . 21:30 

• This really belongs here; it may be displaced in the Bible. 

• "' 
r . 

, 
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IX. 

F:\d11~i,lll I ,:lWS 

:\h-.ol11n.·: c11m1chs, b:1st:1nls, Ammonites, and Mo
:1hitl'S 

()u:1liticd: F.tlomitcs :md Egyptians 
V:uious Ritual and l lum:1nc L:l\vs 

Rini.,1 dl•;umcss of the camp 
Runawa,· sl:n-cs . 
1\g.,im,t hicroJules . 
Ag:,inst taking interest from Israelites 
P:wmcnt of vows . 
F:,ting of other's grapes or corn 

X. I-Iumanc L:1ws . 
• • 

XI. 

Di\'orcc :md rcmarri:1gc 
Exemption of ne,vly married from war service 
Against t:1king the mill or the upper millstone as 

a pawn . 
Against stc:-1ling Israelites for slaves 
Against neglect of leprosy . 
T:tking and restoring pawns 
Treatment :md payment of wage earner 
Individual responsibility for a crime . 
Ag:tinst injustice to the resident foreigner, orphan, 

and widow 
Lca,·ing part of the harvest for them 
Against excessive flogging of criminals . • 
Against muzzling the threshing ox . . 

Various Laws . . 

2 3: 1-6 

2 3: 7f. 
2 3:l)-z4:9 
23:cr-14 
13: 15f. 
23:17f. 
23:19£. 
2 3: 21-:2) 

2 3: 24f. 
24: r-is:4 
24: 1-4 
24:5 

14:6 
24:7 
24:Sf. 
24: 10-1) 

24: 14£. 
24: 16 

24=17f. 
24: 19-22 

2 5: 1-3 
25:4 
25:5-19 

Levirntc marriage . 25:5-10 
Reckless assault by a woman 
Against diverse weights and measures 
Destruction of the Amalekites 

XII. Ritual Formularics . 
For firstfruits 
For tithes . 

• 

25:11f. 
15:13-16 
25:17-19 
26: •-•s 

. 26: 1-11 

26:12-IJ 
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GENESIS 
The creation of the world 

IN THE BEGINNING OF CREATION, when God made I 
heaven and earth, a the earth was without form and void, with darkness 2 

over the face of the abyss, and a mighty wind that swept b over the 
surface of the waters. God said, 'Let there be light', and there was light; 3 
and God saw that the light was good, and he separated light from darkness. 4 
I Jc called the li&llt d"y ~ tlnd the darkness night, So evening came, and s 
hlorning came, the fltst day. 

God said, 'Let there be a vault between the waters, to separate water 6 
from water.' So God made the vault, and separated the water under the 7 
vault from the water above it, and so it was; and God called the vault 8 
heaven. Evening came, and morning came, a second day. 

God said, 'Let the waters under heaven be gathered into one place, so 9 
that dry land may appear'; and so it was. God called the dry land earth, 10 

and the gathering of the waters he called seas; and God saw that it was 
good. Then God said, 'Let the earth produce fresh growth, let there be 11 

on the earth plants bearing seed, fruit-trees bearing fruit each with seed 
according to its kind.' So it was; the earth yielded fresh growth, plants 12 
bearing seed according to their ki.nd and trees bearing fruit each with seed 
according to its kind; and God saw that it was good. Evening came, and 13 
morning came, a third day. 

God said, 'Let there be lights in the vault of heaven to separate day from 14 
night, and let them serve as signs both for festivals and for seasons and 
years. Let them also shine in the vault of heaven to give light on earth.' So 15 
it was; God made the two great lights, the greater to govern the day and 16 
the lesser to govern the night; and with them he made the stars. God put 17 
these lights in the vault of heaven to give light on earth, to govern day and 18 
night, and to separate light from darkness; and God saw that it was good. 
Evening came, and morning came, a fourth day. 19 

God said, 'Let the waters teem with countless living creatures, and let 20 

birds fly above the earth across the vault of heaven.' God then created the 21 
-great sea-monsters and all living creatures that move and swarm in the 
waters, according to their kind, and _every kind of bird; and God saw that 
it was good. So he blessed them and said, 'Be fruitful and increase, fill the 22 

waters of the seas; and let the birds increase on land.' Evening came, and 23 
morning came, a fifth day. 

God said, 'Let the earth bring forth living creatures, according to their 24 
kind: cattle, reptiles, and wild animals, all according to their kind.' So it 
was; God made wild animals, cattle, and all reptiles, each according to its 2s 

a Or In the beginning God created heaven and earth. 
of God hovering. 

I 

b Or and the spirit 



liENESIS I, 2 'J'ht cr1.•111im1 of tilt.' roorld 

26 kind; and he saw that it was good. Then God said, 'Let us make man in 
our i1nagc and likeness to rule the fish in the sea, the birds of heaven, the 
cattle, all wild animals on earth, and all reptiles that crawl upon the earth.' 

27 So God created man in his own image; in the image of God he created 
28 him; male and female he created them. God blessed them and said to 

them, 'Be fruitful and increase, fill the earth and subdue it, rule over the 
fish in the sea, the birds of heaven, and every living thing that moves upon 

29 the earth.' God also said, 'I give you all plants that bear seed everywhere 
on earth, and every tree bearing fruit which yields seed: they shall be yours 

30 for food. All green plants I give for food to the wild animals, to all the birds 
of heaven, and to all reptiles on earth, every living creature.' So it was; 

31 and God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. Evening came, 
and morning came, a sixth day. 

2 Thus heaven and earth were completed with all their mighty throng. 
2 On the sixth day God completed all the work he had been doing, and on 
3 the seventh day he ceased from all his work. God blessed the seventh day 

and made it holy, because on that day he ceased from all the work he had 
set himself to do. 

4 This is the story of the making of heaven and earth when they were 
created. 

The beginnings of history 
s WHEN THE LORD GOD MADE EARTH AND HEAVEN, there was neither 

shrub nor plant growing wild upon the earth, because the LORD God 
had sent no rain on the earth; nor was there any man to till the ground. 

6 A flood a used to rise out of the earth and water all the surface of the ground. 
7 Then the LORD God formed a man b from the dust of the ground c and 

breathed into his nostrils the breath of life. Thus the man became a living 
8 creature. Then the LORD God planted a garden in Eden away to the east, 
9 and there he put the man whom he had formed. The LORD God made 

trees spring from the ground, all trees pleasant to look at and good for food; 
and in the middle of the garden he set the tree of life and the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. 

10 There was a river flowing from Eden to water the garden, and when it 
11 left the garden it branched into four streams. The name of the first is 

Pishon; that is the river which encircles all the land of Havilah, where the 
12 goldd is. The goldd of that land is good; bdelliume and cornelians are also 
13 to be found there. The name of the second river is Gihon; this is the one 
14 which encircles all the land of Cush. The name of the third is Tigris; this 

is the river which runs east of Asshur. The fourth river is the Euphrates. 
1 s The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till 
16 it and care for it. He told the man, 'You may eat from every tree in the 
17 garden, but not from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil; for on the 
18 day that you eat from it, you will certainly die.' Then the LORD God said, 

0 Or mist. b Heb. adam. c Heb. adamah. d Or frankincense. 
e Or gum resin. 

2 

The be,:im,in,:J tJj hi.,t1Jry 

'It is not good for the man to be al 
So God formed out of the ground 
heaven. He brought them to the m 
whatever the man called each livin 
man gave names to all cattle, to t 
animal; but for the man himself n 
the LORD God put the man into a 
of bis ribs and closed the flesh ove 
up the rib, which he had taken ~ut 
her to the man, and the man said: 

'Now this, at 
bone from m 
flesh from m 
this shall be 
for from ma 

That is why a man leaves his fathe 
and the two become one flesh. Now 
wife, but they had no feeling of sha 

THE SERPENT WAS MORE CRAFT 
God had made. He said to the wo 
you to eat from any tree in the gard 
'We may eat the fruit of any tree i 
middle of the garden; God has fo 
fruit of that; if we do, we shall die 
not die. God knows. that as soon as 
you will be like gods c knowing bot 
that the fruit of the tree was good t 
and tempting to contemplate, she 
husband some and he ate it. Then 
and they discovered that they w 
together and made themselves loin 

The man and his wife heard the 
garden at the time of the evenin 
among the trees of the garden. Bu 
said to him, 'Where are you?' He 
walking in the garden, and I was af 
self.' God answered, 'Who told yo 
from the tree which I forbade you 
me for a companion, she gave me 
the LORD God said to the woman, 
woman said, 'The serpent tricked 
to the serpent: 

'Because you have d 
more than all cattle 

• H,b. i1h1hah. 
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1347 JEREMIAH 1348 

BOOK OF JEREMIAH-CONTENTS 

1 :1-6: 30 
1:1-19 
2:1-4:4 
4:5-6:30 

Baruch's scroll. 
The call of Jeremiah. 
Indictment of the nation's sin. 
The coming disaster "from the 
North." 

7: 1-10: 25 First editorial addition to 
Baruch's scroll. 

7: 1-8: 3 Temple sermons and appended 
sayings. 

8:4-9:21 An incorrigible people and their 
tragic ruin. 

9: 22-10: 16 Miscellaneous sayrngs. 
10: 17-25 An incorrigible people and their 

tragic ruin. 

11 :1-20:18 Second editorial addition to 
Baruch's scroll. 

11:1-17 

11: 18-12:6 

12:7-17 

13: 1-27 

14:1-15:4 

15: 5-16: 21 

17: 1-27 
18:1-23 

19:1-20: 18 

Preaching on the broken cove
nant. 
Jeremiah's persecution by his 
relatives and fellow townsmen. 
God expresses His sorrow for the 
dereliction of his people. 
Parabolic vision of the linen 
waistcloth and attached sayings. 
The time of drought and national 
emergency. 
Oracles and confessions in poetry 
and prose. 
Miscellany. 
Jeremiah at the potter's house 
with attached sayings. 
Prophetic symbolism and perse
cutions; further confessions. 

' 

I 

I 

attitude toward the reform, which reached its climax in 622 
(cf. II Kings 22-23), tive years after he had begun his 
ministry, is disputed. The most plausible supposition is that 
Jeremiah, though taking no direct part in its implementa
tion, was in favor of its essential aim of reviving the ancient 
Mosaic covenant in which he had presumably been 
nurtured. Some of his oracles addressed to the Northern 
Kingdom even seem to indicate that he was favorable to the 
centralization of the cult in Jerusalem (cf. Jer. 3: 12-15: 

21 : 1-24: 10 Oracles concerning the 
House of David and the 
prophets. 

25:1-38 OracJes against foreign 
nations. 

26:1-29:32 The biography of Jeremiah. 
26: 1-24 The ""Temple sermon··; Jeremiah 

narrowly escapes death. 
27: 1- 28: 17 Events of 594 B.C.E.; The incident 

of the ox-yoke. 
29: 1-32 594 8.C.E.: Jeremiah and the 

exile in Babylon. 

30:1-31:40 The ··eook of Consolation." 

32:1-44:30 
32:1-33:26 

34:1-7 

34:8-22 
35: 1-19 
36:1-32 
37: 1-10 
37: 11-38: 28 
39:1-40:6 
40:7-43:7 

43:8-44:30 

46:1-6 

The biography of Jeremiah. 
Restoration of Judah and Jeru
salem. 
Words of Jeremiah as the Ba
bylonian blockade tightens. 
Incidents during lifting of siege. 
Jeremiah and the Rechabites. 
Incident of the scroll. 
Incident during lifting of siege. 
Jeremiah in prison. 
Jeremiah's release from prison. 
Assassination of Gedaliah and 
the flight to Egypt. 
Jeremiah in Egypt. 

Baruch. 

48:1-61 :84 Oracles against foreign 
nations. 

52:1-34 The fall of Jerusalem. 

r, 

However, Israel was unfaithful to its God. lnstc:ad of 
repaying Him with due kwe, the people betrayed Him as an 
unfaithful wife betrays her husband for a lovc:r. Jeremiah 
therefore bids them to •orship the Lord with repentance:. 
He develops his thought positively. exhorting the: pc:oplc: of 
northern Israel to associate themselves ,, ith the purc:r and 
stronger religious life of Jerusalem (3: l:?- 15: 31: 10-1-'). Of 
course, Jeremiah did not believe or consider that a mere 
return to Zion was in itsc:lf a blc:ssed thing for lsra~I. 
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Religion 330 The Classics of Judaism 
l'i .:J 

Fall Semester 1975 

Required Text: The Holy Bible, Revised Standard Version, Annotated, Nelson 

The Essential Philo, ed. Nahum N. Glatzer, Schocken (P. B.) 

~he Passover Haggadah, ed. Nathan Goldberg, Ktav (P. B.) 

A Maimonides Reader, ed. Isadore Twersky, Behrman 

Copies of A Hi_s,tory of Judaism by Daniel Silver and Bernard Martin are on reserve 
in the library and should be read in conjunction with the course material. 

This course provides an opportunity to read in translation some of the classic works 
of the Jewish tradition. Emphasis will be placed on how to read a Jewish book and 
the unique nature of the Jewish outlook and output. The first semester will deal 
with the pre-European experience. 

Weeks 1-5 (!A) 

Weeks 6-9 (B) 

Weeks 10-13 (C) 

Biblical Thought as Jewish Thought 

Readings: Deuteronomy, Jonah, selected Psalms, Job. 

Hellenistic Thought as Jewish Thought 

Readings: Philo: The Life of MgUtS 
.... 

Rabbinic Thought 

Readings: The Passover Haggadah and Maimonides' Mishneh 
Torah and Guide To The :perplexed. 

Suggested Suppl~mental Readings: 

(A) Biblical Thought As Jewish Thought 
Historical Background: H. N. Orlinsky, Ancient Israel, Cornell 1956 

General Bible Manuals: 

Deuteronomy: 

Jonah: 

M . Noth, The Old Testament World, Fortress 1966 

J. A. Brewer-E. G. Kraeling, The Literature of the Old 
Testament, 3rd edition, Columbia 1962 

0. Eissfeldt, The Old Testament, An Introduction, Harper 
and Row 1965 

G. von Rad, Deuteronomy, A Col!?-mentary, Westminster 1966 
J . Reider, Deuteronomy With Commentary, Jewish Publication 

Society, 1937 

A. J. Heschel, The Prophets, Harper and Row 1962 
M. Buber, The Prophetic Faith 
J. Lindblom, Prophecy In Ancient Israel 



Job: 

Psalms: 

2 

R. Gordis, The Book of God and Man, Chicago 1965 
N. M. Glatzer, The Dimensions of Job, Beacon 1969 

S. Mowinckel, The Psalms In Is~ael'~ Worship 

(B) Hellenistic Thought As Jewish Thought 

Historical Background: 

Philo: 

( C) Rabbinic Thought 

General Background: 

The Talmud: 

Maimonides: 

V. Tcherikover, Hellenistic Civilization of the Jews, 
Philadelphia Jewish Publicatio~ Society 19 59 

M. Hadas, Hellenistic Culture, Fusion and Diffusion, New 
York, Columbia 1959 

S . Zeitlin, The Rise and Fall of the Jewish State, Jewish 
Pub. Soc. , 1967 

H. A. Wolfson, Philo, 2-vol. Cambridge-Harvard University 
Press, 1947 

S. Lieberman, Greek in Jewish Palestine, New York, Jewish 
Theological Seminary 1942 

S. Lieberman, Hellenism in Jewish Palestine, New York, 
J.T.S. 1950 

A.H. Silver, Where Judaism Differed, N. Y. MacMillan 1958 
A. Millgram, Jewish Wor~.!£, Philadelphia, Jewish 

Publication Society, 1971 
A. Urbach, The Sages, Philadelphia, Jewish Publication 

Society, 1974 

M. Adler, The World of the Talmud, Washington Hillel 
Foundation 19 58 

J. Neusner, Invitation to the Talmud, pub. 1974 

S. Zeitlin, Maimonides Biography, N. Y. Bloch 1935 
S. Pines Trans. The Guide To The Perplexed, Chicago, 

University of Chicago Press, 1963 
J. Guttmann, Philosophies of Judaism, N. Y. , Holt, 

Rinehart and Winston, 1964 




