




















































































































































































































































































































































1889 CCAR Centennial 1989 

C'tlipntlil C'l:liil iilN 
CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
192 LEXINGTON AVENUE 

Rabbi Lance J. Sussman 
1005 Baylor Drive 
Binghamton, New York 13903 

Dear Lance: 

NEW YORK. NEW YORK 10016-6801 (212) 684-4990 

February 9, 1989 

Since your most recent letter, in which you predicted that you would be able 
to finish the project in about a year, we have been considering how to formalize 
what would in effect be an extension of the commission which was made to you to pre­
pare a critical, analytic history of the Central Conference of American Rabbis. 

Since I think it is best for you as well as for us to be absolutely clear 
about what our revised agreement is to be, I would like to propose a formal deadline 
of February 1, 1990, for receipt of your completed manuscript by me and my editorial 
committee . 

Since you were unable to complete the original commission, for all of the many 
reasons cited in your earlier letter, it ism~ sense that technically the CCAR could 
be released from its financial obligation to you. Assuming that you agree to this 
extension , however, the financial commitment would continue in full, but I would 
propose that the CCAR should be fully released if the work is again not completed in 
time, in order to be able to make a commission elsewhere, if necessary. It seems to 
me that your agreement to the above would be the best means of avoiding any possible 
misunderstanding a year from now. 

A second copy of this letter is enclosed . Assuming you agree, I would appreciate 
your countersigning the enclosed copy signifying this agreement, and returning it to me . 
If you have some other thoughts on how this matter should be handled, do please let 
me know . 

All good wishes . 

OFFICERS· 

Rabb, Eugene J Lipman. PreSldenl 
Chevy Chase. MO 
Rabb, Samuel E Kartt. V!Ce PreSl<lenl 
Houston. TX 

Robbi Joseph B Glaser. E1recu1we Viet' President 
New York. NY 

Rabbi Matlin S. Wetnet. TrNSUt., 

San Franc,sco. CA 
Rabb, Judea B. Miller. tf«ordlnf1 Sectefary 
Rochest41f. NY 
Rabbi Murray I. Rothman. F1Ml'tOII s«retary 
Newton, MA 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 

Rabbi Elltol L. Stevens. AcJm,n,slrat,ve Secretary 
New Yen. NY 
Rabbi Sidney l Regner, ExKUtive V,ce President Emefllus 
New York. NY 

Rabbi Jacob R Marcus. Honorary Presidenl 

Cincinnati. OH 



A Memo From 
Rabbi Elliot L. Stevens 

February 9 , 1989 

Dear Dan : 

After discussi on with Joe Glaser and 
Sam Karff , Sam especially thought this would be the 
best approach . The enclosed is just a sample , of 
course , should you wish to go about it differently . 
A copy here of whatever you send would be 
appreciated. 

All good wishes . 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
Temple Tifereth Israel 

Sincerely , 

/tYJ 
.c:,,, • 
Elliot L. Stevens 

Universi t y Ci rcle &.' Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

ELS :sk 

cc: Rabbis Samuel E. Karff , Joseph B. Glaser 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
192 Lexington Avenue, New York, N .Y. 10016 

(212) 684-4990 
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c.,r.,,pnlli1 C.,l:lii1 ,,1N 
CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
192 LEXINGTON AVENUE NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10016-6801 

nabl>i Lance J . Sus sm.:in 75 Beethoven St . 1005 Raylo1 Dtioe 
Binghamt=()n , iV~w l'ozk 13,03 Bin~.,~TY 13905 

(607) 797- 0354 

Dear Lance: 

(212) 684-4990 

February 16 , 1989 

Since your most recent l e tter, in which you predicted that you would be able 
to finish the project in about a year, we have been considering how to formalize 
what would in effect be an extension of the commission which was made to you t o 
prepare a critical, analytic history of the Central Conference of American Rabbis. 

Since I think it is best for you as well as for us to be absolutely cle ar 
abo ut what our revised agreement is to be , I would like to propose a formal deadline 
of February 1, 1990, for receipt of your completed manuscript by me and my editorial 
committee . 

Since you were unable to complete the original commission, for all o f the man~ 
reasons cited in your earli er letter, it is my sense that technically the CCAR coulc 
be released from its financial obligation to you. Assuming that you agree to this 
extension , however, the financial commitment would continue in full, but I would 
propose that the CCAR should be fully released if the work is again not com9leted i r. 
time, in order to be able to make a commission elsewhere, if necessary. It seems t o 
me that your agreement to the above would be the best means of avoiding any possible 
misunderstanding a year from now . 

A s econd copy of this letter is enclosed . Assuming qou agree, I would apprec~ ­
ate your countersigning the enclosed copy signifying thi s agreement, and returning 
it to me. If you have some other thoughts on how this matter should be handled , co 
please let me know . 

All good wishes . 

OFFICCRS 

AJbb• Eugene J L,pman. Pres1de111 
Cncvv Chase. MO 
~.1t>b1 S;imuel E Karll. v,ce Pres,acnt 
Hou!>IOO TX 

r1.mt>1 Joscoh B Glaser E11cc11r1vl' v,ce Pre~•dcnt 
'lew York NY 

Habb, Marton S Wc,nc, . Treasurer 

San Franc,sco. CA 
Rabb, Judea B Miller Reco,<1,ng Secretary 

Rocheste, NY 
Rabt>, Murray I Rothman. F1nanc1.tl S11cretary 

Newlon MA 

Si ncere ly, 

1- {J_ t ,7vuJ C,-
Rabbi Daniel beremy Silver 

Aabb• Elhol L s ,e ... ens. At1m,nistra1,ve s~•era,, 
New YCrk NV 
Raob, Sidney t Regner E,ecuhve Vice "-t>s,~-• fme, '- 5 

New York. NY 
Aabb• Jacob A Maicus Honorary Prcsl(J~,,, 

C1ncmna11 OH 



I ) 
Bi.mton 

Department of History 
Telephone (607) 777-2625 

Rabbi Daniel Silver 
c/o CCAR 
192 Lexington Ave. 
New York, NY 10016-6801 

Dear Rabbi Silver, 

State University of New York at Binghamton 
Binghamton, New York 13901 

J/6/89 

Thank you for granting me the extension on the CCAR history project. 
I know that you were very disappointed , and rightll. so, that I didn ' t 
deliver . However , I am remain committed to the pr~ect and will 
deliver this time. 

Agai n , thank you for the extension! 

Sincerely , 

~I·,,__, -------
Rabbi lance J . Sussman , Ph.D. 

cc: E. Stevens 
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C"\?.lipn?.li1 C"l:lii1 iilN 
CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
192 LEXINGTON AVENUE 

Rabbi Lance J. Sussma.n 
75 Beethoven 

NEW YORK. NEW YORK 10016-6801 

Binghampton, New York 13901 

Dear Lance: 

(212) 684-4990 

March 16, 1989 

I thank you very much for your recent letter to Dan Silver, and am personally 
very pleased that you are still "with us," and plugging away at this project. 

Dan Silver's letter to you did no.t mention anything about interim payments, 
so I am not sure where you came up with gour formula, but Joe Glaser and I would 
like to propose the following: That you receive an initial payment of $5,000. 
now (if not enclosed herewith, then we will send it along under separate cover 
shortly); another $5,000. to be paid when we receive solid evidence that you are 
making real progress, as in perhaps a first rough draft manuscript, with the final 
$10,000 . to be paid upon completion of the manuscript gou would submit for publica­
tion, bg February 1st of next year. I hope that this is acceptable to you, but 
please let me know if you have some other ideas on the subject. 

All good wishes. 

EIS:sk 
cc: Rabbi Joseph B. Glaser 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver / 

omCERS: 

Rabbi Eugene J. Lipman, Preskffi!I 
CholvyChaM, MO 
Rabbi Samuet E. Karlf, Va PreSldflnt 
Houlton, TX 
Rabbi Joset)h e. Glaser. E11«utive v;c. Pr•SH»n' 
New Ven. NY 

Rabbi Ma,tin S. Weiner, Tt'HSuret 

San Francisco. CA 
Rabbi Judea a. Miller, R«orr:J,ng s.cntary 
Rochester. NY 
Rabbi Murray I. RoChman. Rnanoal Sec:teta,y 
Newton, MA 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Elliot L Ste¥9ns, Administrative s«,etary 

NewYork. NY 
Rabbi Sidney L Regner, Executive Ya Presidanf Emeritus 
NewYortl.NY 
Rabbi Jacob A. Marcus. Honorary Presk»nf 
Cincinnati, OH 



UNIVERSITY CIRCLE AT SILVER PARK • CLEVELAND, OHIO 44106 • 791· 7755 
BRANCH: 26000 SHAKER BLVD. • BEACHWOOD, OHIO 44122 • 831· 3233 

MARCH 21, 1989 

RABBI ELLIOT L. STEVENS 
CENTRAL CONFEFENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
192 LEXINGTON AVENUE 
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016-6801 

DEAR ELLIOT: 

I RECEIVED COPY OF YOUR LETTER OF ~.ARCH 16 TO 
L1~CE SUSSMAN AND I AM WONDERING ABOUT THE 
HANDLING OF LALVCE . 

MY UNDEPSTANDING WAS THAT HE WAS TO FINISH BY 
DECEMBER 1, NOT BY FEBRUARY 1. 

KEEP WELL. 

SINCERELY, 

~ 

DANIEL JEREMY SILVER 

DJS :lvtP 

Dear Dan, 

We had agreed on "a year's extension," and in fact Lance was not 
notified of this until late February because his letter was mis-addressed 
and returned. Now we are awaiting the Archives' receipt of his catalogue 
manuscript, with an absolute deadline of first week of April. If he 
fails that, then I believe we all agreed to end his commission, but 
not the project. 

Best wishes, 
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C.,?J,pn?Jil C.,l:J1il iilK 
CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
192 LEXINGTON AVENUE 

Rabbi Lance J . Sussman 
75 Beethoven 

NEW YORK. NEW YORK 10016-6801 

Binghamton, New York 13901 

Dear Lance: 

(212) 684-4990 

April 11, 1989 

This will not be an easy let t er for e ither of us, but the time has come for 
us to consider the future of the project which the CCAR commissioned you to do 
several years ago. 

Given the recent history, in which you only informed us of 9our inability to 
meet the earlier deadline several weeks afte r it had elapsed, along with your refusal 
to let Joe and me review your work to date , and not having had an answer to my letter 
to you of March 16 , we have bee n watching very carefully your progress with the 
Ameri can Jewish Archives in mee ting other deadlines set by them. I understand that 
you had agree d with Abe Peck to a February 15 deadline for submission of copy for 
the catalogue to accompany our centennial exhibit there, and you told him in January 
that it was half done. Apparently, you have had no contact with him at all since 
then , although upon his i nquir9 we understand that you promised submission by an 
ext ended deadline which he let you know was fi nal - and, without which, the entire . , 

exhibi t would fall through . That deadline, too, passed, without any word from you 
t o him or to us, and we now find ourselves in the position of having announced a 
forthcoming exhibit which will not take place. 

The worst of it is not the cancellation itself - after all, the CCAR saves all 
of the money which the exhibit would have cost us - but that you never notified any 
one of this broken commitment. Indeed, you used this commitment as one of your excuses 
in not meeting your deadlines set by the CCAR for the book. 

Having consulted extensively with Joe, Gene Lipman, Sam Karff and Dan Silver, 
it now seems to us that a pattern has developed, and that we would be better off 
ending the project now, which I suspect will also be a great relief and release for 
you. Very honestly, having mi ssed the centennial the book itself would only be of 
very limited interest. 

Having had some hint during the past year of what you have gone through personally, 
professionally and with your family, I can only hope that this release will help you 
to recover some balance in your life, and strengthen your hand for meeting your 
other obligations. 

All good wishes. 

t>FFltERS 
ELS :sk 

Rabt>• Eugene J U pm;in PrP~rdt•nl 

Ch~~'Y C:tiase MD 
~lat,t,, Samuel l Karll. v,r c: f>rc•s1clcn1 

Hw~ton lX 
~aot" Joscµh O Gia!><:, f ,cr uhvc Vire PH:,,dcnl 

New Vo1k. NY I 

Rabb, Martrn S Werner Treasurer 

San Franc,sco. CA 
Raub, Judea 8 Miller. Recordmg Secretary 

ROCheSlef. NY 
RM>b1 Murray t Rothman F,nanc,al Secretary 

NeW\on. MA 

cc: Rabbi Danie7 J . Silver , Rabbi Joseph B. Glaser , 
Rabbi Euge .- Lipman, Rabbi Samuel E. Karff 

Sincerely, 

New York, N>t: 
Rabbt$tdneyL/f'lll!'lll'1ier 

New York. NY 

Rabbi Jacob R Marcus. HonOr•rr President 

Cincinnati. OH 

Elliot L. Stevens 
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0'1.lipn?.lil C'l:Jiil iilN 
CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
192 LEXINGTON AVENUE NEW YORK NEW YORK 10016-6801 . (212) 684-4990 

Office of the Executive Vice Ptt1ident 

April 17, 1989 

Rabbi Elliot L. Stevens 
192 Lexington Avenue 
New York, NY 10016 

Dear Elliot: 

I destroyed the $5,000 check we were holding for Lance Sussman. That 
commission is now over and done with. 

I got a call from Abe Peck Friday afternoon telling me that he too has 
cancelled the exhibit project completely with Lance, whom he has been unable 
to reach all week. He said that he and Dr. Marcus would get together for 
about an hour and they would be able to set up some kind of exhibit and 
that it would cost us absolutely nothing. 

In spite of the disappointment on both scores, we can console ourselves in 
the knowledge that we are saving $30,000 at the outset and much more if we 
do not publish a Centennial volume, and at this point, I am certainly against 
it. 

I hope this finds you revived and back to good health. I'll see you next week 
and hope you have a sweet and happy Pesach. 

Shalom, 

JBG/s 

cc: Rabbi Eugene J.Lipman 
Rabbi Samuel E. Karff 
Rabbi Daniel J. Silver 

OFFICERS: 

Rabbi Eugene J Lipman, President 
Chevy Chase. MO 
Rabbi Samuel E. Kartt. v;c. PreS#dfflt 
Houston. TX 
Rabbi Joseph 8 Gtaser. E•ecutive Vice President 
New Yen. NY 

Rabbi Martin S Wetner. Tre,sure, 

San ttancisco. CA 
Rabbi Judea 8 Miller, Reco,d,ng s«tel1ry 
Rochester. NY 
Rabbi Munay I Rothman. FiMIIOII Secretery 
New1on, MA 

Rabbi Eld L. Sle11en, Admlr11slratiYe Secretery 
NewVcn.NY 
Rabbi Sidney L Aegnef. E•eculive Vice President Emerilus 
New York. NY 
Rabbi Jacot> R Marcus, Honotlry ,,,.._,., 

Cincinnati, OH 



RABBI SAMUEL F.. KARFF 

CONGREGATION BETH ISRAEL 

5600 N. BRAESWOOD BLVD. 

HOUSTON, TX 77096 

DE~R SAM: 

APRIL 26, 1989 

I WANT TO THANK YOU FOR YOUR WILLINGNESS TO COOPERATE IN 

THE CENTENNIAL PROJECT. UNFORTUN~TELY, THE MAN WHOM WE 

HIRED TO DO THE BASIC HISTORY OF THE FIRST 100 YEARS OF 

THE CONFERENCE, LANCE SUSSMAN, HAS LET US DOWN TERRIBLY 

AND WE ARE FORCED TO CANCEL THE PROJECT. I WON'T GO 

INTO ALL OF THE GORY DETAILS, BUT HE KEPT PROMISING 

MATERIAL ~ND NEVER SENT US ANY. WHEN WE PRESSED HIM FOR 

HIS WORKING PAPERS, HE PLEADED HE HAD A JOB WITH DR. 

PECK TO PREPARE A DISPLAY FOR THE CONFERENCE'S CENTENNIAL. 

HE RENEGED ON THAT. THAT PROJECT, I UNDERSTAND, HAS 

BF,F,N CANCELLED. 

TO PUBLISH THE ESSAYS WITHOUT A HISTORY SEEMS TO US TO 

BE A MISTAKE, SO WE HAVE DECIDED TO RETURN EACH OF THE 

PIECES TO THEIR AUTHORS. I CAN ONLY APOLOGIZE FOR THIS 

RESULT, BUT I DO THINK IT IS THE BEST ONE WE CAN MANAGE 

NOW. THERE ARE OTHER PLACES THAT YOUR PIRCE CAN BE PUB­

LISHED AND I WOULD ENCOURAGE YOU TO DO SO. IF I CAN BE 

OF ANY HELP IN THAT DIRECTION PLBASE DO NOT HESITATE 

TO WRITE OR CALL. 



AGAIN, MY APOLOGIES. IT IS NOT MY HABIT TO LEAVE WORK 

UNDONE, BUT THIS IS ONE WHERE I CO0LD NOT PITCH IN AND 

DO IT MYSELF SO THIS IS THE SAD RESULT. 

IN ANY CASE, I WANT TO CONGRAT0LATR YOO ON YOUR PAPER, 

ANO I ENCLOSE YOUR ORIGINAL DOCUMENT, PROOF READER'S 

NOTES ETC. MANY TR~NKS. 

SINCERELY, 

DANIEL JEREMY SILVER 

DJS:MP 

ENCL. 



RABBI PETER J. RUBINSTEIN 
PENINSUL~ TEMPLE BETH EL 

1700 ALAMEOA DE LAS PULGAS 

SAN MATEO, CA 94403 

DEAR PF.TER: 

APRIL 26, 1989 

I WANT TO THANK YOU FOR YOUR WILLINGNESS TO COOPERATE IN 

THE CENTENNIAL PROJECT. ONFORTON~'1'ELY, THE Ml\N WHOM WB 

ftIRED TO DO THE BASIC HISTORY OF THE FIRST 100 YEARS OF 

THE CONFERENCR, LANCE SUSSMAN, HAS LET US DOWN TERRIBLY 

AND WE ARE FORCED TO CANCEL THE PROJECT. I WON'T GO 

INTO ALL OF THE GORY nETAILS, BUT HE KEPT PROMISING 

MATERIAL AND NEVBR SENT US ANY. WHEN t-IB PRESSED HIM FOR 

HIS WORKING PAPERS, HE PLEADED HE HAD A JOB WITH DR. 

PECK TO PREPARE A DISPLAY FOR THE CONFERENCE'S CENTENNIAL. 

HE RENEGED O!~ THAT. THAT PROJECT, I UNDERSTAND , HAS 

BEEN CANCELLED. 

TO PO~LISH THE ESSAYS WITHOUT A HISTORY SEEMS TO US TO 

BE A MISTAJ<F,, so WE HAVE DECIDED TO RETURU EACH or THE 

PIECE8 TO THEIR AUTHORS. ! CAN ONLY APOLOGIZE FOR THIS 

RESULT, BUT I no THINK IT IS THE BEST ONE WE CAN MANAGE 

NOW. THERE ARE OTHER PLACES THAT YOUR PIECE CAN BE POB­

LISHEn ~ND I WOULD ENCOURAGE YOU TO no so. IF I CAN BE 

OF A.NY HELP IN THAT DIRECTION PLEASE DO NOT HESITATE 
TO WRITE OR CALL. 



AGAIN, MY APOLOGIES. IT IS ~OT MY HABIT TO LEAVE WORK 
UNDONE, BUT THIS IS O~E WHERE I COULD ~OT PITCH IN AND 
DO IT MYSELF SO THIS IS THE SAD RESULT. 

I&N~NY CASE, I WANT TO CONGRATULATE YOU ON YOUR PAPER, 

AND I ENCLOSE YOUR ORIGINAL DOCUMENT, PROOF READER'S 
NOTES ETC . MANY THANKS. 

SINCERELY, 

/ 

DANIEL JEREMY SILVER 

DJS:MP 

ENCL. 



RABBI MARC R. SAPERSTEIN 

DF.PARTMENT OF HISTORY 

WASHING't'ON UNIVERSITY 

11-B ETZEL ST., APT.18 

ST . LOUIS, MISSOURI 63130 

DEAR MJ\RC: 

I WANT TO THANK YOU FOR YCUR WIJ~INGNESS TO COOPERATE IN 

THE CENTENNIAL PROJECT. UNFORTUNATELY, THE MAN WHOM WE 

HIRED TO DO THF. BASIC HISTORY OF THE FIRST 100 YEARS OF 

THF. CONFERENCE, LANCE SUSSMAN, HAS LET US DOWN TERRIBLY 

l\ND W~ ARE FORCED TO CANCEL THE PROJECT. I WON'T GO 

INTO ALL OF THE GORY DETAILS, BUT HE KEPT PROMISING 

MATERIAL AND NEVER SENT US ANY. WHEN WE PRESSED HIM FOR 

HIS WORKING PAPERS, HE PLEADED HE HAD A JOB WITH DR. 

PECK TO PREPARE A DISPLAY FOR THE CONFERENCE'S CENTENNIAL. 

HE REN~GED on THAT. THAT PROJECT, I UNDERSTAND, HAS 
BERN CANCELLBD. 

TO PUBLISH THE ESSAYS WITHOUT A HISTORY SEEMS TO US TO 

BE A MISTAKE, SO WE HAVE DECIDED TO RETURN EACH OF THE 

PIECES TO THEIR AUTHORS. I CAN ONLY APOLOGIZE FOR THIS 

RESULT, BUT I DO THINK IT IS THE BEST ONE WE CAN MANAGE 

NOW. THERE ARE OTHER PLACES THAT YOUR PIECE CAN BE PUB­

LISHED AND I WOULD ENCOURAGF. YOU TO DO SO. IF I CAN BE 

OF ANY HELP IN THAT DIRECTION PLEASE DO NOT HESITATE 
TO WRITE OR CALL. 



- [ 

AGAIN, MY APOLOGIES. IT IS NOT MY HABIT TO LEAVE WORK 

UNDONE, BUT THIS IS ONE WHERE I COOLD NOT PITCH IN ~ND 

no IT MYSELF so THIS IS THE SAD RESULT. 

IN ANY CASE, I WANT TO CONGRATULATE YOO ON YOUR PAPER, 

~ND I ENCLOSE YOUR ORIGINAL DOCUMENT, PROOF READER'S 

NOTES ETC. MANY THANKS. 

DJS:MP 

ENCL. 

SINCERELY, 

ts,. ;;J ,). 

~ 
DANIEL JEREMY SILVER 

J 
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C'?J1pn1.,;, C'l:lii1 iilN 
CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
192 LEXINGTON AVENUE NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10016-6801 (212) 684-4990 

May, 1989 

Dear Colleague: 

As is my annual custom, I am writing at this time to those who chair CCAR 
Ad Hoc and Standing Committees, or chair our delegations to Joint CCAR-UAHC 
Commissions, concerning the collection of materials for the 1989 Yearbook. 

Ideally, in the best of all possible worlds, I would receive an annual 
report from each of you before July 1, 1989. In some cases, especially where 
committees have recently met, the minutes may suffice, but even where minutes 
exist new reports .are usually much more concise and up-to-date. Even if your 
committee has not met, a brief summary of current concerns and goals would be 
deeply appreciated. The last Yearbook was relatively sparse, and this year I 
would like to have as many reports as possible. 

-
I look forward to seeing most of you in Cincinnati, and extend a Chag-Sameach 

for Shavuot. 

ELS:sk 

OFFICERS: 

Rabbi Eugene J Lipman. Pres1oen1 

Che,y Chase. MO 
Rabbr Samuel E Karlf. Vice Pres1den1 

Hovston. TX 
Rabl>> Jo~ph B Glaser E•Kuln1e v,ce Pres,den, 

Ne"" York NV 

Rabb, Marlin S Weiner. T,easur., 

San Franc,sco. CA 
Rabb• Judea B Miller. Recording Secretary 

Rochesler. NV 
Rabb• Murray I R°'hman. F,nar,oal SKr.iary 

Ne""1ort. MA 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Elliot L. Stevens 

Rabbi Ethot L Stevens. Admin1srr11~ SKrelaf)' 

New York. NY 
Rabbi Sidney L Rt9ner. E•«ul,~ Va Pre~nt Emeritus 

New York. NY 
Rabbi Jacob R Marcus. Honorary President 

C,nc:,nnat,. OH 



II 

l,i 

' . 

AABBI RLLIC!r I,. STEVFNS 

~ l'J'~J\L en !f'~P~r.:'.l':CT. O!"' AMERICAN RABBIS 

10"" ,-vvT.,."r•~ ~ 1\lr.-:> 
~ LJ....-t, J\ l - \ 1 \' t t~ V !!.. e 

DP.An CLLJO':' : 

THE 1 00TH A!-TI{I~RSTl.0 .Y V0LUME r.Q~1MT~ µ.AS 'TO Rt;'POR,,, 

FAILUP'P . {'JF, TRif,D TO Gry A ~.J{Jrv'BF.n O? WRITr~s roR THE 

HISTQql~AL Pl .... T or 'NIE TBA'T AT>JD FI 1AJ..lLY CHOSE LANCE 

Sl1S8t1AN TO CARRY THAT OUT. THIS WAS t-ORR THAH '1W) YEARS 

AOO. TJNFOR'l'tJNATF!.JY, T..Jl.NCF, n1n -T()T ~ TTP WJTH AMY 

APPRECIJ\RL~ W')RK A.ND ~ mD 'ro CMTCFL ~ ProJE.'CT. 

'P.S JtJWA YS , 

DANIEL JP.REMY SILVER 

ros:MP 



~ l ~ m~1JJ~m l:Jt,Jll ~ 
1700 Alameda De Las Pulgas. San Mateo, CA 94403 (4 15) 341-7701 

May 3, 1989 
28 Nisan, 5749 

Rabbi Daniel J. Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Danny, 

I must admit to you that I was shocked, dismayed and surprised 
to receive the chapter back. I couldn't imagine what might have 
been happening in the publication of the book and thought that, 
perhaps, my chapter was either too late or not considered worthy 
of publication. I was amazed to read why this project was not 
able to come to fruition. 

I understand that this had been a burden to you in many ways. I 
hope you are feeling well and that you continue to make good 
progress in your recuperation. 

I have absolutely no idea where I might be able to send this 
chapter for publication. If you think it would be worthy of 
sending on, please let me know and I will follow through on it. 

I thank you for your understanding and for all that you have 
done for our conference and our movement. 

Rubinstein, Rabbi 

PJR:sn 

Rabbi Peter J. Rubin tein Rabbi B. Elka Abrahamson Rabbi Sanford E. Ro~cn. D.D .. D.H.L. Cantor Herbert l. Epstein, B.S.M., M.A.T. 
A.umwte Rahln!Educator Rahh1 Emcntu\ Ca111<1r Ementu.\ 



RADDI PETER J. P.t,;BINSTEIN 

PENINStiIA TEMPLE D:CTil EL 

l 7 0 0 ALAM.EDA DE LAS PULG.tl..S 

SAN MATEC, CA 98403 

DEAR PETER: 

MAY 9, 1989 

I J\J:-1 I N REC:CIPT or YCUF. IBTTER CF MAY 3 AND I UNCER-

STAND YOUR FRtTSTRl\TICN 1U1D DIS~11'.Y. I CP.N ~ATCH YCU 

IN SPADES. 

I HAVE NO IDI;l_ l -H:EP.E YC'U:t PIECE COt;LD B:t tSED. IT 

SHCULt' EE USCD, lIClvLVER, E I 'i'l!ER I N I~S PilESENT FORN 

OR IN ~J,J P...DBREVIA'IED 01JZ. IT IS TOO Gcrr NOT TO BE . 

I THANK YCU FC'n THI: SPI RIT OF YC'C'R LI'T'I'EP 'fl JD l-?ISH 

YOU WELL. I Herr; l ~ SEJ: El.CH C'IIIEF SCCN. 

S I NCEhELY , 

Dl\NIEL JEREMY SII,VER 

DJS:MP 



RABBI LANCE J. SUSSMAN, Ph.D. 
75 Beethoven St. 

Binghamton, NY 13905 

Rabbi Daniel Silver 
2841 Weybridge Rd. 
Shaker Heights, OH 44120 

Dear Rabbi Silver, 

I am writing to you to apologize for all the problems I've caused 
you during the course of my involvement with the CCAR history 
project. I take full responsibility for my failure to produce a 
centennial history of the Conference, for not keeping you 
adequately posted on my situation and for not having removed 
myself from the project at an early date. 

I "m still not completel y sure why I didn't take a proper course 
of action but fully understand and accept your decision to 
release me from my contract. I now feel that it was the right 
project for me at the wrong time. Two moves, a health problem, 
the serious illness of our fourth child, the unexpected birth of 
a fifth child, two new jobs , a new career, continuing financial 
problems and, admittedly, a touch of cowardice -- all combined to 
delay my work and interfere with my decision-making processes 
vis-a-vis the project. Most of all, my desire to be a part of 
such an important undertaking blinded me to reality of my 
personal situation. 

From my perspective, my involvement with the project was not a 
total loss. I did publish two articles (on the CCAR and the 
Reform rabbinate} and a third essay of B,000 words on American 
Reform Judaism will appear later this year in a forthcoming 
encyclopedia. I also hope to publish a historical monograph on 
the Conference based on my research. More importantly, I 
learned a hard lesson about my personal limits and what I can and 
cannot reasonably hope to accomplish at this stage of my life. 

I am grateful that you considered me worthy of working with you 
on the original project and am deeply sorry and embarrassed for 
my many failures. In retrospect, I can now see that I should 
have either pulled out when I left Middletown in 1986 (as you 
suggested at the time) or dramatically rearranged my priorities. 
I wish the project had come to fruition, that I had done a better 
job and hope, that one day, I will redeem myself in your eyes. 

Sincerely, 

cc: E. Stevens, J. Glaser and M. Meyer. 
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Ri1BP I LJ\l'lCE "J .. SUSS!~Atl 

7 S Jlr.E'I'HOV~!\! ST . 

B l ,~GH'.afA'l'()N , ·?. Y. 1]905 

1 l\ ?PPT-:CT ~T~D YOUR LE1"J'r;P OF' LJi ST WSEK ND I fC·JOW 

HOi7 H'1RD IT tUS':£1 Hl\VE Bf.F.~ '"r() t\'RITE . 1\.POLOG if.S 

Nr.VF.~ COMB P.A.SIT,Y . 

NF'~DLFSS 11'0 SAY , I WAS SORRY THAT OUR PR()JECT l-1.~D 

TO BE srnAPPED , BUT IT IS (;00D TO KrlOW Tfl~T SOME 

GOOC CAME OUT OF I~ . 

KBEP WELL AND HAVE A S~TISFYING RABBINATE. 

SINCERELY, 

DANIEL JEREMY SILVER 

DJS :t-1P 



1889 CCAR Centennial 1989 

C'?J1pn~il C'l:Jiil iilN 
CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
192 LEXINGTON AVENUE NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10016-6801 

Office of the Executive Vice Pre,ident 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
Temple Tifereth Israel 
University Circle & Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

(212) 684-4990 

July 24, 1989 

I've developed an idea to save the "Centennial Volume" and want to bounce 
it off you. 

Gene Lipman came up with a fascinating approach to his President's Message 
at the Centennial convention, copy enclosed. I asked him if he couldn't expand 
the historical data and maybe have that as section one of the Centennial volume. 

He is game to to this, although his original notion was to drop out the 
Presidents' Messages, but I have responded to him passionately that that would 
be losing the whole genius of the thing and we'll see what he says. 

In the meantime, we've received the papers of Rubinstein (which he is reworking 
with some suggestions from me), Saperstein (which is excellent as is) and Sam's. 
Kroloff's paper has not come in. 

Give me your reactions, please. 

Warmest good wishes to you as always. 

JBG:sk 
Encl. 

OFFICERS: 

Rabbi Eugene J Lipman. President 

Chevy Chase. MD 
Rabbi Samuel E Kartt. v,ce President 

Houston. TX 
Rabb, Joseph B Glaser. E11ecu11ve Vice President 

New York, NY 

Rabbi Marlin S Weiner. Treasurer 

San Francisco, CA 
Rabbi Judea B. Miller. Recording Secretary 

Rochester. NY 
Rabbi Murray I Rothman. Financial Secretary 

Newton. MA 

Jose Glaser 

Rabb, Elliot L Stevens. Administrative Secretary 

New YOfk, NY 
Rabb, Sidney L Regner. Executive Vice President Emer1tus 

New YOfk. NY 
Rabbi Jacob R Marcus. Honorary President 

Cincinnati. OH 



I JtF '. ' T ~F ,, LLY BtLIEVE IN Si,V INS A Pf OJiCT !)',CE 
l r ' 0 _;JI C '' JI H . I T . l EVER \) u I rt vJ J ',Vs Ou f T II:: I I~ y 
r r , 1 L\ s 1 , TE fJ Jc L' . 1 c. I • r \ D Ho P:: D TH 1\ T TH I s c EI J TEN i I /\ L 
/1JLIJ~H: ~Jv: jLJ '~t: d.\LF , ,\ H!Sf0r{Y Or THE CEI\JTE;1~!l l\L, 
t,1i l1 ~,\LF, Sc~ ItS OF ?~OGP.ESS I\IE PAPERS ~BOUT 

THEi1ES RA I SED BY THE HI STORY, I FEEL THl\T ~·J1\S THE 
CORRECT 1,J\ Y TO GO Af~J I i\f'i Sl)1L{ Y TH,\ f BECt\tJSt: OF 
LAN c E ' s FA I Lu r E 1 T iJ 1 i J I~ J T c. v E I r u ,, Tr: . I 1 ~ A·~ Y c., s c , 
I \~OULD NJ f L I Ve. Ti.) Stt THt LE ! IE' 11 i L\ L \/OLU1 ,E I 11 

ANY QTHEf{ ;=u:(,·i . 

1 TRUST THAr rHL·iu!.> ,~it - GOI .iG .• ELL ,JI TH vou . ',lE 
AHt rl,t\VING THE WEDDING CELEBRATIONS FOR OuR OL11E5T 
SON THIS WEEKEUD AND SO ARE BUSY WITH TH~ SI ViCH.~. 

SINCEKELY, 

DANIEL JEREMY SILVER 
DJS:MP 




