






















































































































































































































































































































































































UNIVERSALISM AND PARTICULARISM: A SEMINAR

The historic forces which brought about the creation of Reform Judaism inevitably
tilted the movement’s political and theological concerns towards universalist
theologies and social programs which emphasized citizenship and belonging. We
had been outcasts and wanted to be included. We had a special learning and
wanted to participate in “civilization.” We had been a state within a state and
wanted equal rights.

These needs were desperately felt. For a century our thinkers continued to ex-
plore the tradition for those themes and emphases which validated these needs.
But this is another age and other historic forces are at work. This is a time of dis-
appointment, a tragic era: no fellowship of men of good will has emerged.

Fackenheim’s eleventh commandment: “Do not give Hitler a posthumous
victory” has suggested the ground on which a new thinking would begin. Our
liberal movement has never held a conference directed solely by concerns of
distinctiveness and particularism, and although some will see this as part of a
“return” to tradition, we are not returning so much as turning, to the non-Jew
and uncommitted Jew alike. The high-sounding pronouncements of prophetic
Judaism, once so compelling, now seem pale, incredibly vague and naive, to a
people who have endured the Holocaust, a century of Russian anti-semitism
and a half-century of jihad.

It is not a question of either/or: either universalism or orthodoxy; either particu-
larism or ethical culture; but of a sharper awarness of where we are and what
needs to be said, which provides the focus of this conference.

Discussants were not chosen as representatives of a particular ideology. What
they share is a concern for the development of a language which will effectively
express Judaism’s right to survive and reason for being, as well as the familiar
prophetic concerns of Judaism.

Registration fee: $10.00, which includes lunch on both days.

There will be a brief opportunity for questions after each presentation.




PROGRAM

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 8

10:00 a.m. “Congregational Perceptions: The Tale of the Tapes”
Rabbi Peter J. Rubinstein
Rabbi Sheldon Zimmerman

11:15a.m. “The Language of Survival: Social Action”
Rabbi Simeon J. Maslin

12:30 Lunch

1:30 p.m. “The Language of Survival: Curriculum and Text Book”
Rabbi Stuart A. Gertman

2:30 p.m. “The Language of Survival: Adult Education and Congrega-

tional Programs”
Rabbi Bruce Warshal

’

3:45 p.m. “Universalism and Particularism in Interreligious Dialogue’
Rabbi Joshua O. Haberman

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 9

10:00 a.m. “Contra Intermarriage: The Theological Position”
Rabbi Bernard Martin

’

11:15a.m. “The Language of Survival: Prayerbook and Liturgy’
Rabbi Lawrence A. Hoffman

12:30 p.m. Lunch

1:30 p.m. “The Language of Survival in Midrashic Sources”
Rabbi Lou Silberman

2:45 p.m. “Do We Mean What We Say? Do We Say What We
Mean?”
Rabbi Daniel J. Silver




ABOUT THE DISCUSSANTS

PETER J. RUBINSTEIN is Rabbi of Woodlands Community Temple in White
Plains, New York and a member of the CCAR Task Force on Jewish Iden-
tity. He has served on the Executive Board of the Jewish Peace Fellowship
and the Advisory Board of the UDC.

SHELDON ZIMMERMAN is Rabbi of Central Synagogue in New York City and
on the Task Force on Jewish Identity. He is also Chairman of the CCAR
Subcommittee on Alcoholism and represents the Conference on the Syna-
gogue Council of America.

SIMEON J. MASLIN is Rabbi of K.A.M. Isaiah-Israel in Chicago and Editor of
“A Guide For The Sanctification of Life” being prepared for the Conference
by its Committee on Reform Jewish Practice.

STUART A. GERTMAN is Associate Rabbi of Westchester Reform Temple in
Scarsdale, New York, and has edited “What Is The Answer: A Guide for
Parents and Teachers to Difficult Questions” for the UAHC.

BRUCE WARSHAL is Rabbi of Touro Synagogue in New Orleans and a mem-
ber of the Task Force on Jewish Identity. He has served on the Committee
on Tenure and Security of the Conference and the Commission on Jewish
Education.

JOSHUA O. HABERMAN is Rabbi of Washington Hebrew Congregation in
Washington, D.C. and a member of the Task Force on Jewish Identity. He
is Chairman of the North American Board of the World Union for Progres-
sive Judaism.

BERNARD MARTIN is Professor of Jewish Thought at Case Western Reserve
University and Editor of the CCAR Journal. He is co-author, with Daniel
dJ. Silver, of A History of the Jewish People.

LAWRENCE A. HOFFMAN is Professor of Liturgy and Related Literature at the
New York School of the Hebrew Union College—Jewish Institute of Religion
and serves on the Liturgy Committee of the Conference.

LOU SILBERMAN is Chairman of the Department of Religious Studies at Van-
derbilt University.

DANIEL J. SILVER is Rabbi of The Temple in Cleveland and Chairman of the
Task Force on Jewish Identity. He is co-author with Bernard Martin of A
History of the Jewish People.

The Task Force on Jewish Identity was created to undertake an investigation of
the question, “Why should Judaism survive?” The Task Force envisions a
two or three year dialogue concerned with study of Jewish distinctiveness
and singularity as it is reflected in the Religious School, youth work and

pulpit.




November 1, 1976

Dr. Lou Silberman

The Divinity Quadrangle
Vanderbilt University
Nas&hville, Tenn. 37240

Dear Lou:

I want to thank you for your gift of mind and person to our Con-
ference. The meetings remained on a high plane throughout and
for that I am both proud and grateful. I left New York heartened
by the evidence that if our theology is sometimes hazy and our
language =excessive, the heart of our movement is in the right
place. [ came away convinced of the importance of what I have
come to gall a theology of diminished expectations. I think we
have promised too much (the messianic age) and, consequently,
developed a ""prophetic' language too full of high-minded senti-
ments and utopian postures, and so frustrating and unreal in
our burdened age of life. I have been trying to formulate this
concept under the general rubric, ''messianic journey, ' and I
thought you might be interested in my Rosh Hashanah sermon
in which I tried to sketch these ideas for my congregation.

I hope you can get me a type script of your lecture this week.
I would like to get it all in to Bernie Martin.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




November Il, 1975

Rl Lawrenge A, Hoffman
1* Jillmr °rt gane
Rye, New York 10580

Dear Lerry:

I want to thank you for your gift of mind and person to our Con-
fergnge. The meetings remained on a2 high plane throughout and
fog that { am both proud and grateful. I left New York heartened
by the evidenqge that if our theology is sometimes hazy and our
la~puage ~xcessive, the heart of our movement is in the right
place. 1 garee away gonvinged of the importance of what I have
come to call 2 theology of diminished expectations. I think we
have promised too much (the messianic age) and, consequently,
developed a "prophetic' language too full of high-minded senti-
ments and utopian postares, and so frustrating and unreal in
our burdened age of life. I have been trying to formulate this
concept under the general rubric, "messianic journey, ' and I
thought you might be interested in my Rosh Hashanah sermon
in which I tried to sketch these ideas for my congregation.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




November 1. 1976

Dr. Bernard Martin

Department of Religion

Case Western Reserve University
Cleveland, Chio 44106

Dear Bernie:

I want to thank you for your gift of mind and person to our Con-
ference, The meetings remained on a high plane throughout and
for that I am both proud and grateful. I left New York heartened
by the evidence that if our theology is sometimes hazy and our
language excessive, the heart of our movement is in the right
place. I came away convinced of the importance of what I have
come to call a theology of diminished expectations. I think we
have promised too much (the messianic age) and, consequently,
developed a '"prophetic" language too full of high-minded senti-
ments and utopian postures, and so frustrating and unreai in
our burdened age of life. I have been trying to formulate this
concept under the general rubric, '"messianic journey, "'and I
thought you might be interested in my Rosh Hashanah sermon

in which I tried to sketch these ideas for my congregation.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




November 11, 1976

Rahbi Bruce Warshal
Touro Synagogue

P, O. Box 15186

New Celeans, La., 70175

Dear Bruce:

I want to thank you for your gift of mind and person to our Con-
ference., The meetings remained on a high plane throughout and
for that I am both proud and grateful. I left New York heartened
by the evidence that if our theology is sometimes hazy and our
language excessive, the heart of our movement is in the right
place., I came away convinced of the importance of what I have
come to call a theology of diminished expectations., I think we
have promised too much (the messianic age) and, consequently,
developed 2 "prophetic'" language too full of Kigh-rr inded seati -
ments and utopian postures, and so frustrating and unreal in
our burdened ageoof life. I have been trying to pornglate “his
concept under the general rubric, '"'messianic joursgey, " and 1
thought you might be interested in my Rosh Hashanah sermon

in which I tried to sketch these ideas for my congregation,

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




November 12, 1976

Rabbi Sheldon Zimmerman
Central Synagogue

123 E, 55th St,

New York, N. Y. 10022

Dear Shelly:

I want to thank you for your gift of mind and person to our Con-
ference. The meetings remained on a high plane throughout and
for that I am both proud and grateful. I left New York heartened
by the evidence that if our theology is sometimes hazy and our
language excessive, the heart of our movement is in the right
place. I came away convinced of the importance of what [ have
come to call a theology of diminished expectations. I think we
have promised too much (the messianic age) and, consequently,
developed a '"prophetic' language too full of high-minded senti-
ments and utopian postures, and so frustrating and unreal in
our burdened age of life. I have been trying to formulate this
concept under the general rubric, '""messianic journey,'" and I
thought you might be interested in my Rosh Hashanah sermon
in which I tried to sketch these ideas for my congregation.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




November 12, 1976

Rabbi Peter J. Rubinstein
Woodlands Community Temple
50 Worthington Road

White Plains, N. Y. 19607

Dear Peter:

I want to thank you for your gift of mind and person to our Con-
ference. The meetings remained on a high plane throughout and
for that I am both proud and grateful. I left New York heartened
by the evidence that if our theology is sometimes hazy and our
language excessive, the heart of our movement is in the right
place. I came away convinced of the importance of what I have
come to call a theology of diminished expectations. I think we
have promised too much (the messianic age) and, consequently,
developed a "prophetic' language too full of high-minded senti-
ments and autopian postures, and so frustrating and unreal in
our burdened age of life. I have been trying to formulate this
concept under the general rubric, "messianic journey, ' and I
thought you might be interested in my Rosh Hashanah sermon

in which I tried to sketch these ideas for my congregation.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




November 12, 1976

Rabbi Simeon J. Maslin
[saiah Israel Congregation
1100 East iiyde Park Blvd.
Chicago, Illinois 60615

Dear Simeon:

I want to thank you for your gift of mind and person to our Con-
ference. The meetings remained on a high plane throughout and
for that I am both proud and grateful. I left New York heartened
by the evidence that if our theology is sometimes hazy and our
language excessive, the heart of our movement is in the right
place. I came away convinced of the importance of what I have
come to call a theology of diminished expectations. I think we
have promised too much (the messianic age) and, consequently,
developed a 'prophetic' language too full of high-minded senti-
ments and utopian postures, and so frustrating and unreal in
our burdened age of life. I have been trying to formulate this
concept under the general rubric, ''messianic journey, ' and I
thought you might be interested in my Rosh HHashanah sermon

in which I tried to sketch these ideas for my congregation.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




November 12, 1976

Rabbi Joshua Haberman
Washington Hebrew Congregation
3935 Macomb St., N. W,
Washington, D. C., 20016

Dear Josh:

I want to thank you for your gift of mind and person to our Cbn-
ference. The meetings remained on a high plane throughout and
for that I am: both proud and grateful. I left New York heartened
by the evidence that if our theology 18 sometimes hazy and our
language excessive, the heart of our movement is in the right
place. I came away convinced of the importance of what I have
come to call a theology of diminished expectations. I think we

have promised too much (the messignic age) and, consequently,
developed a '"prophetic' language too full of high-minded senti-
ments and utopian postures, and so frustrating and unreal in
our burdened age of life. I have been trying to formulate this
concept under the general rubric, '""messianic journey, ' and I
thought you might be interested in my Rosh Hashanah sermon
in which I tried to sketch these ideas for my congregation.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




November 12, 1976

Rabbi Stuart Gertman
Westchester Reform Temple
255 Mamaroneck Road
Scarsdale, N. Y. 10583

Dear Stuart:

I want to thank you for your gift of mind and person to our Con-
ference. The meetings remained on a high plane throughout and
for that I am both proud and grateful. I left New York heartened
by the evidence that if our theology is sometimes hazy and our
language excessive, the heart of our movement is in the right
place. I came away convinced of the importance of what I have
come to call a theology of diminished expectations. I think we
have promised too much (the messianic age) and, consequently,
developed a "prophetic' language too full of high-minded senti-
ments and utopian postures, and so frustrating and unreal in
our burdened age of life. I have been trying to formulate this
concept under the general rubric, "messianic journey, " and I
thought you might be interested in my Rosh Hashanah sermon
in which I tried to sketch these ideas for my congregation.

I hope you can get me a type script of your lecture this week,
I would like to get it all in to Bernie Martin,

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




November 12, 1976

Rabbi Joseph Glaser

Central Conference of American Rabbis
790 Madison Avenue

New York, N. Y. 10021

Dear Joe:

Enclosed please find the slip of my expenses. With all due modesty,
I thought the Task Force seminar went exceedingly well. I will ar-
range with Bernie Martin for the publication of the papers. The Task
Force will circulate minutes on our Tuesday A. M. meeting and,
hopefully, develop followup ideas. Incidentally, I would like to coopt
Larry Hoffman on to the Task Force if that is alright.

At our meeting the following specific suggestions were made:

I. The development of 2 program for use at regional CCAR confer-
ences, The published papers and mimeographed type scripts of con-
gregational interviews would provide background reading. We en-
vision three presentations:

a) A realistic look at the movement and at our con-
gregations as to their use of a language of survival,

b) A discussion of the theological issues which must
be faced if we are going to become what I call both/and
movement: both particularist and aniversalist. This
discussion would cover messianism, election, chosen-
ness, mission and revelation.

c) A discussion of how we can restructure school
carriculum, congregational programs, our liturgy
etc. to meet our new responsibilities.

Peter Rubinstein and Shelly Zimmerman could do the defining task
and Bernie Martin or I could do the theologizing, and the third session
could be a joint presentation.
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The most interesting fact to emerge from the Conference was the con-
census that perhaps ninety percent of our movement and perhaps eighty
percent of the rabbis take a both/and stance. The denatured universalists
who worship at what I have called 'the shrine of higzh-minded vagueness"
are in a diminishing minority. They are not the problem. The problem

is to deepen and sensitize the commitments of the majority to define

the movement for all,

II. We would like to talk over these themes with congregants - perhaps
at UAHC regional meetings. Incidentally, I did this last Sunday with
our local region and the response was so enthusiastic that the region
has asked to reprint my sermon, but I am talking about more than a
Conference germon. It might be useful to devote two or three sessions
which we could structure appropriately.

[II. The committee would like to meet with the UARWC's Curriculum Re-
vision Commission and share with them our concerns and those of

our movement. This would be an unstructured meeting at which the
material of Stuart Gertman's paper would be raised.

IV. The CCAR might sponsor a volume of essays on the theme of
"Survival: The Reasons. '" We would project articles on election,
mission, messianism, the value of the symbol etc. This book could
be designed as a study guide for adult education programs. It would
not be a position paper for the Conference, but 2 series of individual
presentations and would include material beside he rabbinic essays,
those of the poets and writers of our time.

I would like your reactions to all of these suggestions. I know it has
been an important growth experience for me. I have learned that if

our collective theology is still a bit hazy, our collective heart is
basically in the right place. I have become convinced of the importance
of a theology of diminished expectation. If we are ever mandated to

hold a followup conference I would want part of it to deal with the danzers
of excessive messianiem and of ethical absolutism and with the possi-
bility of reintroducing to our social action concerns the casuistic ap-
proach (though not necessarily the conclusions) of the rabbis,

I hope you had a fine visit in Jerusalem. I am grateful to you and to
Elliott and all of your staff for all of your help.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




Patenna a'313708 T1AK
CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS

790 MADISON AVENUE e NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 e (212) 734-7166

Office of the Executive Vice President

30 November 1976

Rabbi Daniel Silver

The Temple

University Circle at Silver Park
Cleveland, Ohio 44106

Dear Dan:

While you are meeting at the Cleveland airport, I am typing this letter.
Sorry to have to miss it, as I was hoping to discuss with you in person

your 12 November letter, but I really came down with the flying Jordanian
fungus which seems to have afflicted many of the people at the WUPJ meeting.
My doctor doesn't like it at all, and contrary to both his and my dislike
of antibiotics, has put me on a course, particularly in view of the fact
that I have to take on the UAHC Board this weekend in Los Angeles on in-
house promotions.

By all means coopt Larry Hoffman.

I like very much the idea of a presentation for regional conferences.

I have ameeting of the regional presidents at the Convention each year,
and would like for you to attend it at Grossinger's to explain to them
what you have in mind. Those who want to opt for it can do so, and we
can calendrate right on the spot, so that you won't have too many to go
to in any short given space of time. We did this with Jack Bloom in

San Francisco and it's working out well. They might well want to do this
instead of a scholar-in-residence, and I would prefer that.

I love your description of the 'denatured universalists."

I will take up the matter of discussions with congregants at Union Regionals
with Ted Broido but that will now be two years off, and I'm not sure it's
the best forum. I like better selecting certain cities for special day
approaches, or even single congregations. That way we're not terribly tied
to the Union with its many different interests.

I will also meet with Dan Syme. It is important that this be fed into the
Curriculum project early and vigorously.

With regard to the volume, what comes out of your discussions in Cleveland

today will bear on it, of course. Mazal tov on a splendid beginning.
OFFICERS:
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Elliot L. Stevens, Administrative Secretary
New York, N.Y.

EXECUTIVE BOARD: Laszio Ber
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Tampa, Fi. ® *Moses Cyrus Wiéiler, Jerusalem, Israel ® Leonard Winograd, McKeesport, Pa. :
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December 8, 1976

Rabbi Sheldon Zimmerman
Central Synagogue

123 E. 55th St.

New York, N. Y. 10022

Dear Shelly:

The enclosed from Joe Glaser is self-explanatory. I
hope you received the minutes and have some ideas to
forward on how we may proceed.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




December 8, 1976

Rabbi Bruce Warshal
Touro Synagogue

P. O, Box 15186

New Crleans, La. 70175

Dear Bruce:
The enclosed from Joe Glaser is self-explanatory. 1
hope you received the minutes and have some ideas to

forward on how we may proceed.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




December 8, 1976

Rabbi LLawrence A. Hoffman
19 Hillcrest Lane
Rye, N.Y. 10580

Dear Larry:
The enclosed from Joe Glaser is self-explanatory. I
hope you received the minutes and have some ideas to

forward on how we may proceed.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




December 8, 1976

Rabbi Peter J. Rubinstein
Woodlands Community Temple
50 Worthington Road

White Plains, N. Y. 10607

Dear Peter:
The enclosed from Joe Glaser is self-explanatory. I
hope you received the minutes and have some ideas to

forward on how we may proceed.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




December88, 1976

Rabbi Robert Samuels
The L.eo Baeck School
Edmond Fleg St.
French Carmel
Haifa, Israel

Dear Bob:

Thank you for your kind note. The papers of our Con-
ference will be published in an upcoming issveod the
Journal.

I wish the "why'" of Jewish survival did not have to be
raised, but we have a number of men (Reines, Mihaly,
Bearman etc. ) who are sowing much confusion. My
piece was particularly devoted to the theme of language
which, as you suggest, is crucial. It will be interesting
to have the question of universalism and particularism
raised in an Israeli context by some liberal thinkers.

With all good wishes 1 remain

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver

DJS:mp






