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CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
790 MADISON AVENUE • NEW YORK , N.Y. 10021 • (212) AG 9-2811 

Office of the President 
Rabbi Robert I. Kahn 
1500 Sunset Blvd., Houston, Tex. 77005 

OFFICERS: 

Rabbi Daniel Silver 
Temple Tifereth Israel 
University Circle and Silver Park 
Cleveiand, Ohio 44106 

Dear Daniel: 

January 14, 1974 

I have been struggling with the Task Force on Jewish Continuity 
for some time. You may recall that at the meeting in Atlanta, after 
the long debate and vote on mixed marriage, Fred Gottschalk made a 
suggestion. I enclose a copy of that suggestion which he put into 
writing at a later date. 

I ha~ some mixed feelings about this committee due to the 
widespread concern with the question of giving our young people a 
desire to perpetuate Judaism, and toward that end to marry within the 
faith, and expressed these misgivings to our Fall board meeting in the 
hope that we could refer it to such organizations as the Council of 
Welfare Funds, etc. 

The Board disag~eed with me, however, and felt that while we might 
to call in other groups to cooperate or to send visitors to our committee, 
it would be more appropriate for the Conference itself to undertake the 
solution of this problem. 

I have been thinking for some time now about the personnel of the 
connnittee. It is obviously too important just to toss off, and in casting 
about for an adequate chairman your name kept coming up in my mind. I am 
writing to ask if you would be willing to undertake this important 
responsibility. I would be very grateful to you personally and I know the 
Conference would be indebted if you were willing to accept this chairmanship. 

Please let me hear from you soon. 

RIK:ab 
Robert I. Kahn, President Arthur J Lelyveld, v,ce President Wolli Kaolter, Recording Secretary 

Houston, Tex. Cleveland, Ohio Long Beach, Cal, 
Julian Morgenstern, Honorary President 

Macon, Ga 
Joseph B. Glaser, EKecut,ve V,ce Pres,cJent James A. Wax, Troasu1e1 Harold S. S1I11er, Fmanclal Secretary 

New York, N.Y. Memphis, Tenn West Hartford, Conn 
Sidney L. Regner, Executive V,co President Emeritus 

EXECUTIVE BOARD Saul P. Besser. Dallas, Tex • Arthur N B1elfeld W1ll0.vdalo, Ont • Herm;in J Blumberg, Wellosloy, Mass. • Howard I. Begot, Philadelphia, Pa. • Sidney H 
BrooKs, Omaha, Neb • Samuel 8. Broude, Oakland, Cal • Stanley F Chyct, C1nc1nnnt1, Ohio • ' Maurice N, Eisendrath, New York, N.Y. • Alfred L. Friedman, Framingham Centre, 
Mass. • Hdlel Gomoran, Hoffman Estates, Ill • • Alfred Gottscholk, C1nc1nn1111, Ohio • HATold H Hahn, Cinc1nna11, Ohio • • Richard G Hirsch, Jerusalem, Israel • Samuel Z Jalle 
Hollywood, Fla • H11rold I Krantzler, Denver, Colo • Richard N. Levy, Los Angeles, Cal . • Daniel F. Poltsh, Washington, D.C • David Polish, Evanston, Ill. • Harry A. Roth, Andover, 
Mass. • Emanuel Rose, Portland, Ore. • Selig Salkow11z, Fair Lawn, NJ • • Robert L. Snmucls, Haifa, Israel • • Alexander M. Schindler, New York, N.Y. • • Malcolm H. Stern, New 
York, N.Y . • Leo J, Sllllpass, Raleigh, N.C . • 

• Ex-officio 



Dear Bob: ~ . .. 

As a result of the action taken at the CCAR Convention in 
At1anta, I propose that we begin as a Conference to deal with the 
roots oft e problems which have generat d the phenomenon of inter
marriage, as we11 as a growing pattern of acculturation and assimi
lation which have p1agued modern Judaism. It is my rec01TT11endation 
that the Conference undertake a systematic study through the creation 
of a task force, which might involve other than members of the 
Conference, for studying the quality of Jewish life in America, 
particular1y as this is focused in our congregations and, especially, 
our Reform congregations; that we develop an approach for measuring 
the component of Jewish identity in our young people as this relates 
to our educational systems and congregational life and in our Move
ment. Particular stress shou1d be laid upon those factors which lead 
to intermarriage, and here a group of specialists might be assigned 
the task of collating the published material which is already a small 
library, so that it might be properly digested for the Executive 
Board and then, hopefully, for the Conference as we ll. I suggest 
also that th 1976 Conf rence be devoted to the general topic of 
planning the spiritual future of American Reform Jewry, this in light 
of the past centennials of the Union and, by that time, also of the 
College-Institute. 

Sincerely, 
( ' 

I 
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Jan uary 29, 97 

Rabbl Robert L Kabn, Prealdent 
Central Con! r e nc # of Amerlcan Rabbi• 
1500 Sunset Blvd. 
Hous on, T xas 7700 

Dear ob: 

1 am sur ha Jo told you of our conversa·ion. I have gr al. doubt• 
that a body uch as ours can b ff · e t i v a far as the sociology of 
lnter arriag is cone rn d. Th cultural and m obility fac ·or are 
ove rwh ~ lmin . 

A ta sk force on J sh con inuity n1 ig t ful in another ay. 
O11r cone rn is ' o su t in J wi s id tit o th ar of all our young 
people. op full y, t h y ill m arry wit in h 1th. If th y marry 
wltboat hopefully t h i r loyal i _ e wlll b trong enough to dra b i r 
partner in. Whether t his wlll happen de nds on many factors not 
tbe leas of whlcb ls er # y b li v ha it mak s a ignifi-
cant difference that t y r main J s. 

For -he moat part we ha , as a mov nt, i d a ray fron1. tb 
quea lon of Jewleb sin larl• y, the chosen peo 1 , why it's better 
to be. . . We clearly define and insis on the t blcal :requlren1. D&;S 

of "prophe~.lc Judal•m:" forgettlng that a corollary of an et hlcal 
definltlon of Jadal•m le tbe feelln1 that : ''I can take tbe earn posi
tlon a• an agnoatlc or member of tbe ADA, many of my bro ere 
do. " Tb.e heavy lnetitutlonal ~7.ba•l• on lnterfaltb and dialo u 
b.a• al•o ob•cured an apolo'M' difference. 

Were we to examlne tbe •ermon•, writing• and acbool currlculwn 
of our colleague• we mlgbt find that they de•crlbe difference•, but 
rarely provide •tudentJ wltb tbe lnelgbt• wblcb juatlfy difference 
or argument• which might convince blm of the •peclal beauty of 
the label Jew. Obvlou•ly the•e are not ea•y or popalar argument• 
to make ln our plarall•tlc •oclety but they ma•t be made, E'ertalnly 
only lf we, the teacher■, are convinced will we convince other•. 



January 29, 1974 

Propo•al: A program to •tlmulate eerlooe rabblnlc and leader1hlp 

thinking on tbe value and 1ignltlcance of dlfference. 

l. Let ue •y•tematlcally encourage theologian•. hlatorlana and ed

ucator• to prepare paper•, e••ay• and •emlnar• on a "rationale for 

di• ~inctlvene••· " Tbl• mu•t be done fairly pu.bllcly •o that colleagae• 

can reapond. That re•pon•e l• lta own contribution •lnce veryone 

wlll abarpen bl• alght• and to a certain degree modify hl• approach. 

The taak force would •ugge•t and enll•t paper•, provide public forum• 

for t lr dlecua lon and, hopefully, for their publlca ion. We mlght 

adopt a tbre - tl e r d approach. 

a. ret r at-lnatitute wlth four to five paper• 

and forty to fifty colleagues, reading and dl•

cussion. 

b. >. choice of papers and 
cont r e l views for o r 

d rln 1976. 

r entore with 
g lon 1 conr r nc 

c. The a of t h '76 o r '77 Con renc for 

ma ·or r s n atlons in t l a and •1acu alone 

or th l SU • 

2. While apologetic• and tbeologi ar belng d veloped, we mlght 

meet with educators a n octologlsts o r n our und rs .. andln of 

how American Jewish yo h would r la trf't. sl ll th r u-

ment•. Obvioualy thPy cannot b b n ound h h d. ha 

kind of 1tudlee, audlo- vl aal ma r l , rl~nc s conld b d -

velop d and made eff C i l e? Snch m hods muet b field te eted. 

This material abould be avallable by the tlme of the deeignated Con

ferenc and pre ■ented there. 

3. A review ebould be made of achool text•, camp-lnatltute pro

gram•, Jewl•h Cbaa~uqua film• etc. , a• to tbelr lmpllclt pos ur 

via a vi• thi• que■tlon of u.nlquenea■ and lden lty: and dl cua lons 

beld wlth approprlate profeaalonala. 

We would need aufficlent fund• for aeveral planning meeting•, the 

atady lnatltate, and bopefally a aubventlon for pabllcation. We 

would need rand• to hire reaearcher• in the edacatlon and •oclo

logy area,. 

I have proceeded on the •••wnpt.lon tbat oar role a• a Conference la 

to clarify tboaght and plot dlrectlon rather than to lm lem t 

alve program•. For that we would turn to the UAHC and con

gre1atlona. 



.. -

January 29, 1974 

I would be pleaaed to know your reaction to all of thla. Wltb all 
good wlabea I remaln 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 

' 
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RABBI ROBERT I. KAHN, D.D. , D,H,L, 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
University Circle & Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan i e 1 : 

TEMPLE EMANU EL 1 MO SUNSET BOULEVARD 

HOUSTON, TEXAS 770015 STUDY : 713 !529-!577 I 

June 10, 1974 

sent my letter to you and your response to me 
to the Executive Coll11littee of the CCAR. In the crunch 
of our Executive COll11littee 1 s business, you and I were 
to 1 d they wou 1 d 1i ke us to "f 1 esh out11 your proposa 1 
and re-submit it in October. 

Would you do me the kindness of enlarging the 
description of what you have in mind? I would like 
very much for it to receive full consideration, and it 
needs a little more detail in terms of its purposes 
and its goals, as well as its philosophy. 

I would appreciate hearing from you at your 
earliest convenience. 

Best pa-sonal wishes. 

Sincerely yours, 
I 

I. Kahn 



... -

Rabbi Robert I. Kahn 
Temple Emanu J!,;l 
1500 Suna•t Boulevard 
Hou1ton, Texa• 77005 

Dear Bob: 

Aine 13, 1974 

With all love I don't think there l• more to 1ay now on the 
project than I pllt lnto the orlglnal letter. In re•ponae to 
your request I •oggeated tbat it wa• tlme for ua to look 
afreab at tbe queatlon of identity and partlcalarlam. For 
too long Reform baa waved the nag of a vague unlversallem 
wbicb justified a namber or good cauae• and a great deal of 
ethical vagaenesa. If you want to deal with ldea• you've got 
to flnd tbe people who can wrestle wltb. the qa.,, ion and find 
a way of e.xpoalng their writing• and ideae to your audience. 
My propoaal intended no more. 

To go further than the original aubmlsalon would be to pre
empt the tblnkln1 of the Committee and to fall vlctlm to the 
aln of grantamanablp - tailor yoar program to what people 
wlll accept. A• you know 1 have no veated lntereat ln tbla 
undertaking. I only tblnk lt la one of a number of atep• which 
111e must urgently take if we are to retain any intellectual or 
pblloaopbic credlblllty at a tlme wben being a liberal boy 
acoat i•n't enoa1b. 

~ 
The only way l can aoggeat that ml1bt help yoa out sd!:l be 
for me to explain the project Ln peraon at your October meet
ing. I hope yoo are well and tbat you bave a good aummer. 

Sincerely, 

Danlel Jeremy Sllver 

DJS:mp 



C'~1pl1~;, C'l:ii;, 1,l~ 
CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
79 0 MA DISON AVENUE • NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 • (212) AG 9-2811 

Office of the President 
Rabbi Robert I. Kahn 
1500 Sunset Blvd., Houston, Tex. 77005 

OFFICERS: 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Danny: 

July 16, 1974 

This is to invite you to join us at the Central Conference's 
Executive Connnittee meeting in October. We meet on Tuesday and 
Wednesday, the 29th and 30th. We would be pleased to hear from 
you on either day on the topic of Jewish identity. I think that 
your personal appearance will be the best sell~ng job that we can 
make and I would appreciate your setting aside the time now. 

Sincerely, 

RIK:ab 

CC: Rabbi Glaser 

Robert I. Kahn, Pras,dent 
Houston, Tex. 

Arthur J Lelyveld, Vice Prns11Jont 
Clcvelnnd, Ohio 

Wolll Koeller, Recording Secretory 
Long Beach, Cal 

Julian Morgenstern, Honorary Prcs1dont 
Macon, Ga 

Joseph B Glaser, E1ecut1vc v,co President 
New York, N.Y. 

James A Wa . Treasurer Harold S S1l"vcr, Financ,al Seer tary 
West Hartford, Conn 

Sidney L. Regner, Exocut,vo v,co President Emer,tus 
emphls, Tenn 

EXECUTIVE BOARD Saul P. Besser, Dallas, Tex • Arthur N 8Iellold, WilloNdalo, Ont • H ,man J Blumberg, Wellesley, Moss • Howrird I. Bogot, Phlladolphla, Pa. • Sidney H 
Broo s, Omaha, Neb • Samuel B Broud , Oo land, Cal • Stanley F Chye1, CincInnat1, Ohio • ' Maurice N. Eisendrath, New York, N.Y. • Alfred L. Friedman, Framinghom Centre, 
Mass • Hillel Gamoran, Hoffman Estates, Ill • • Allred Go11schalk, C1nc,nna11, Ohio • Harold H Hnhn Cmcinna11, Ohio • • Richard G Hirsch, Jerusalem, lsr cl • Samuel Z Jaffe 
Hollywood, Fla • Harold I Krantzler, Denver, Colo • Richard N Levy, Los An ol s, Cal • D nI01 F. Polish, Washington, D.C. • David Polish, Evanston. 111. • Harry A. Roth, Andover, 
M . • Emanuel Roso, Portland, Oro. • Selig Solkowitz, Fair Lown, NJ • • Robert L Samu Is, Haifa, lsra I • • Al 11ander M Schindler, New York, N.Y. • • Malcolm H. Stern, New 
York, N.Y • Loo J. S11llpnss, Raleigh, NC • 

• E'Jc-otllcio 



• -

July 18, 1974 

Rabbi Robert I. Kahn 
1500 Sunaet Blvd. 
Hooaton, Texa1 77005 

Dear Bob: 

I •ball be bappy to meet wltb the Execatlv• Commlttee 
on Tueaday, October 29. I •••nm• the meetln1 le ln 
New York. I 1atber that you want me to put l.nto word• 
the content of my letter to you wblcb I wlll be happy 
to do. 

I tr11at tbe aommer la progreaalng apace and it l• a 
bappy and reatfol one. I am jaet back from work ln I•
rael and a vacation ln Turkey and eomehow tbe aurnmer 
l• half over. 

Slncerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Sliver 

DJS:mp 



bbi Bruce . "arabal 
ouro Synagogue 

1501 eneral ers ing Ave. 
New Orleans, La. 

Dear Bruce: 

c tob r 24-, 1975 

1 propo•e to call a meeting of the Task Force on Jewish Identity 

on either onday, ec ber l or Dec be1· 8 in ew York. 

bicb of the&e date i. st ior you? 

I truat that you will bave ongoing work o which t o report. 

I will report on the posaibilitiea for ou ymposium. 

inc • 

Daniel Jer my Silver 

DJS:mp 



.. 
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l bbi Sheldon Zimmerman 
Ce, t al Syna o ue 
123 East 55 h r e 

e York, . Y. 10022 

Dear Shelly : 

c tob r 24 , 1975 

I ropose to call a n.eetin o! th.e Task Force on J wish Identity 

on eith r ?-.ionda , D c .... m b r 1 or D c mbe.r 8 in w York. 

hicb of th s dat i b t !or you? 

I tru t that you will hav ongoin or hich to report. 

I will report on the possi ilities for our ymposlum. 

incerely, 

Dani l J rcmy Silver 

DJS:mp 



, 

MAX ROTH 

STUART GELLER 
Associate Rabbis 

LEO S. BAMBERGER 
Execut ive Secretary 

UNIVERSITY CIRCLE AT SILVER PARK • CLEVELAND, OHIO 44106 • 791·7755 
BRANCH: 26000 SHAKER BLVD. • BEACHWOOD, OHIO 44122 • 831·3233 

October 24, 1975 

Rabbi Joshua O. Haberman 
Massachusetts Ave. & Macomb St., N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20016 

Dear Josh: 

I propose to call a meeting of the Task Force on Jewish Identity 
on either Monday, December 1 or December 8 in New York. 
Which of these dates is best for you ? 

I trust that you will have ongoing wo rk on w hich to report. 
I will report on the possibilities fo r our symposium. 

Sincerely, 

~ t~".Teremy Silver 

-

Our 125th Anniversary Year 
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abbi Peter J. ubinstein 
oodlands Con1mu.nity Temple 

50 o rtbington Road 
, hite Plains, N. Y. 10607 

Dear Pete r: 

c o er 24, 1975 

I propose to call a meetin of the Task Force on Jewish ldentlty 
on either ?v'onday, Dece :iber l or Dece be 8 in New York. 
vVhich of these dates is best for you? 

I tr11st that you will have ongoing work o 
I wHl report on the pos ibilities for ou 

hicb to report. 
ym osium. 

Sine J:ely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 
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C'~1p11~~ C'.l:ti~ ii.Al( 
CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
790 MADISON AVENUE • NEW YO AK , N. Y. 1 0 0 2 1 • (212) 734 - 7166 

OFFICERS 

Office of the Executive Vice President 

October 29, 1975 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Danny: 

December 8 is not good for a meeting - the meeting room here is not free 
that day; December 1 is OK but I will be out of town. If it is not 
necessary for me to be here, then by all means call your meeting for that 
day . Please let my secretary, Sara Siegel, know - better still, let her 
send out the meeting notices and get the return cards so she will know 
how many people to prepare lunch for. 

All the best . 

JBG/s 

Arthur J Lelyveld President 
Cle11eland Ohio 

Ely E Pllch1k, v,ce President 
ShOrt Hils, New Jersey 

Max A Shapiro, Recording Secretary 
M1nneapohs. M,nnesota 

Julian Morgenstern, Honorary President 
Macon, Ga 

Joseph B Glaser, Eicecut111e Vice Pres,dent 
New York, NY 

Alfred Wolf, Treasurer Jordan Pearlson, F1nanc1al Secretary 
Toronto Canada 

Sidney L Regner, Executive Vice President Emeritus 
Los Angeles, Cal 

Elliot L Stevens Adm1n1strat1ve Secret ry 
New York, Ny 

EXECUTIVE BOARD Herbert M Baumgard, M1am1, Fla • Marc Brownste,n, Newington, Conn • Hillel Cohn, S n Bernardino Ca • Stuart E Da111s, Kansas City, Mo • lsr IS Dresner, Wayne, NJ • FIOyd S F1 rman, El Paso. Tex • Paul Gorin, Canton, Oh10 • "Allred Gouscha k, C1nc1nnat1, O o • "RIC rd G Hirsch, Jerusalem, lsr I • L wrence A Hottman, New York, NY • Richard J lsr I, Boston, Mass • W t r J cob, P tsburgh. Pa • Robert I K hn Hous on, Tex • Robert L Lehman, w Yor NY • Simeon J Masl,n, Chicago, Ill • Eli,ah E P n,ck, Lt lie Rock, Ark • Murr ry I Rothman, Newton, Mass • • A exand r M Sch1nd r, New York, NY • Richard F Steinbrink P lladelphla Pa • ·M colm H St m, New York, NY • Michael S Stroh, Ont no, C nada • Arnold S Task, Greensboro, NC • "Moses Cyrus Weil r, Jerusat m, lr.r I • Leonard W1nogr d McKeesport, Pa 
·Ex-othc,o 



wooblanbs community temple 

Rabbi Daniel Silver 
The Temple 

50 Worthington Road 
White Plains, New York 10607 

(91 4) LY 2-7070 

University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Danny: 

RA BBI PETE R RUBINSTEIN 

November 2, 1975 

Thank you for your letter advising me of the possibilities of the 
future meeting of our very select committee. My Mondays are us
ually pretty open. If I have to take a choice, I would choose 
December 8th as the more convenient date. It really very much 
depends upon what time of the day would be involved. 

To tell you the truth, I haven't been doing much work on the 
project but with the incentive of the upcoming meeting, I will 
put my thoughts together and follow through on some of the pro j ects 
about which we had talked. 

Cort7.-y 

/ ~ 
yours, 

Peter J. Rubinstein, Rabbi 

PJR/mp 
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RABBI SHELDON ZIMMERMAN 

STUDY: 

123 EAST !S!STH STREET 

N~W YORK, N . Y. 10022 

Rabbi Daniel J. Silver 
The Temple 

November 4, 1975 
30 Heshvan 5736 

University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver, 

Rabbi Zimmerman has asked me to drop a note 
to you in answer to your letter of October 24th. 

The best day for him is-

Monday, December 1st 

His day is free until 7:00 p.m. 

Sincerely, 

~&t/ 812--, 

Laura Danz 
Secretary to Rabbi Zimmerman 
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BRUCE S. WARSHAL, RABBI 

November 5, 1975 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Danny: 

Monday, December 1 is definitely out for me. I 
can make a December 8 meeting for the Task Force 
on Jewish Identity . The December 8 date is not 
great and I will have to do some juggling , so 
please let me know as soon as possible if that is 
the date that we finally arrive on. 

Sincerely, 

-~ 
t I rv~ 

Rabbi Bruce S. Warshal 

BSW: sbl 
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Rabbi Bruce S. Warshal 
Touro Synagogue 
St. Cbarlea Ave. at General Persbing 
New Orleans, La. 70175 

Dear Bruce: 

Noven1ber 11, 1975 

There have been so n,any scheduling problems among the 
six of us over the December l or 8 dates tbat I have decided 
on anotber tack. I have a,:bitrarily chosen a date somewhat 
in the future - Monday, February 9, 1976. Hopefully, every
one can clear his calendar fo that date. In any case, let's 
all try. 

We wiU meet at 11 A. M. and tbe meeting stiould last until 
five. It will be beld at the CCAll office. 

I look forward to seeing you then. Hopefully each of us will 
have his assignment in hand. Happy Chanukkah ! 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 
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.ltabbi neldon Zirnmerman 
Central Synagogue 
123 Eaat 55th Street 

ew York, N. Y. 10022 

Dear Shelly: 

No mb r l , 1975 

bere bave bee.n so nlany scheduling problems among tbe 
six of us over the Decembe1· lat or 8th date a that I have decided 
on another tack. I have arbitrarily chosen a date somewhat in 
he future - ~1onday, February 9, 1976. ogefully, eYeryone can 

clear his calendar for tllat date. In any caae, let's all try. 

We will meet at ll A. M. and the meeting should last until five. 
It will be held at the CCA R office. 

I look forward to seeing you then. Hopefully eacll of us will 
have his assignment in hand. Happy Cbanukkab I 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



H.a bbi Joshua 0. Haberman 
Massachusett s Ave. & Macomb St., N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20016 

Dear Josh: 

Novcm b r 11, 1975 

Tbere have been so many scheduling problems among the six 
of us over the Deccn be r lat or 8th dates that I have decided 
on another tack. I have arbitrarily chosen a date eomewhat in 
the future - Monday, February 9, 1976. Hopefully, everyone 
can clear his calendar for that date. In any case, let's all try. 

We will meet at 11 A. M. and the meeting shou ld last until five. 
It will be held at the CCA R office . 

1 look forward to seeing you then. Hopefully, each of us will 
bave hta assignment in band. Happy Chanukkah ! 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



Rabbi Peter J. Rubinstein 
Woodlands Community Temple 
50 Worthington Road 
V.'hite Plains, N. Y. 10607 

Dear Peter: 

November 11, 197S 

There have been 10 many 1cheduling problem• among the six 

of u1 over the December 1st or 8th dates that I have decided 

on another ta ck. I have a rb it ra ril y choe en a date eomewha t in 

the future - Monday, February 9, 1976. Hopefully. everyone can 

clear his calendar for that date. In any case, let's all try. 

We will meet at 11 A. M. and the meeting should last until five. 

It will be held at the CCAR offlce. 

I look forward to seeing you then. Hopefully each of us will 

have his assignment in hand. Happy Chanukkah ! 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



kabbi Joseph B. Glaser 
Central Conference of American Rabbis 
790 Madison Avenue 

evv York, N. Y. lOOZl 

D a.r Joe: 

1ove ber 11, 1975 

Because oI scheduling confiicts I have moved the date of my 
committee meeting to onday, February 9, 1976. I hope 
w e can use the office meeting room at that time if it is 
available. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

JS:mp 



JOSHUA 0 . HABERMAN, D. H. L 

Sen ior Rabbi 

Dear Danny, 

WASHINGTON HEBREW CONGREGATION 
Messechusetts Avenue end Macomb Street, N.W. 

WASHINGTON, O.C. 20016 

November 17, 1975 

Monday afternoon, February 9th, 1976, will be OK 
for a meeting. Please note that I teach in the 
morning but could be at the meeting by 1:30 P.M. 
Can you change the meeting time which you now 
have set for 11:00 A.M. to 1:30 P.M.? 

Looking forward to hearing from you, 

As ever, 

oshua 0. Haberman 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silv 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 



STUDY: 

123 EAST 55TH STREIT 

Nl.W YORK, N . Y . 10022 

RABBI SHELDON ZIMMERMAN 

November 18, 1975 
14 Kislev 5736 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

near Dan, 

Will meet you at 11 a.m. at the CCAR 
office on Monday, February 9, 1976. 

Looking forward to seeing y ou again 

and with warmest regards, 

SZ:ld an 



wooOlanOs community temple 
50 Worthington Road 

White Plains, New York 10607 
(914) LY 2-7070 

RABBI PET ER RUBINSTEIN 

November 20, 1975 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Danny: 

I have noted the meeting to be held on Monday, 
February 9, 1976. I have cleared my calendar and will 
be able to attend. 

I look forward to seeing you then. I am working 
hard to complete my assignment. As a matter of fact, 
just today Shelley and I are bringing toget her some 
of our congregants in order to discuss t he subject. 

My best wishes to you for a Happy Chanukkah. 

eter J. Rubinstein, Rabbi 

PJR/jm 



Rabbi Joaepb Glaaer 
Central Conference of American Rabbla 
790 Madlaon Avenue 
New York, N. Y. l00Zl 

Dea.L"' Joe : 

F brua r}r ll, 1976 

We had a ood, though s mall, meeting on Monday. Joan Haberman called 
Friday with his excuses and Sheldon Zimmerman called during the meeting. 
Nevertheless, we accomplished a good bit. Peter Rubinstein and Sh.eldon 
Zimmerman have completed t o long open-ended duscussions witn care
fully selected cong regants on why they came to reform cong rcgati.ona and 
what th~y found when they came. I have co pleted m y study of uni\/e rsaliam
particularism in Confirma ion services. lt wil be published in the next 
Jonrnat Bruce ,v arshal has done a theological piec e on the third covenant 
(a pern anent bond) which he is now readyin fo r ublication. In otber worda, 
we have done some basic thinking and studying and are now ready for tbe 
next step which is to organize a convocation for th fall .. 

We propose to hold a two -day convocation a t the New York school. My 
working title is "Are V. e Pre ared To Be Je\vs? ~• The convocation ill be 
divided into three sections. !-' er ubinstein will be responsible or tbe 

first sect.ion which will explore who we are and what we are saying. It 
will center on a careful evaluat ion or the tapes b.e bas already made and of 
four subsequent tapes which he will arrange (in other sections: the midweat, 
the south and southwest and California) correlated with data from i eform 
la A Verb etc. and to get aome idea of where our congreganta' heads are. 
From his initial interviews clearly they are not me b rs of our congrega
tion because of the univer1aliat trumpetings of our ast. 

The 1econd part of the convocation will be devoted to our inatitutions and 
program•. We will develop paper• analyzing acbool corriculwn, tbe pulpit, 
congregational programming, liturgy, the curriculum of the college etc. 
The atudy 1 did of Confirmatlon aervice• ia a prototype of the klnd of work 
we wlll aak varloo• people to undertake. We want to take a good look at the 
language we uae and the face that we offer our communlty .. 



J 
z 

The third part of the convocation will be devoted to more traditional theological 
and phlloaophic iaauea. Bernie Martin ha• agreed to do a paper tracing the 
univeraali•t-particulariat theme i.n the earlier reform theologians. Lou Silber
man will do one on pa rticularlam in the mid rash. L r A,-Ioffni an will do a 
piece on the prayer book. There will be other•. 

We hope that the materials which will be presented can be published in the 
Journal and that some of the tape• and perhapa some of ua can develop a day 
or two program on the queation of loyalty and identity for the various regional 
meeting• of our colleagues. Our mandate waa not to come up with a platform, 
but to open up thla area for di1cuaaion. 

What do we need ? his year we will need enough money to allow Peter to 
travel ol· three or four days to complete the interview•. He will make arrange
ments w ith local rabbis t o have participants lined up and hia presence will 
guarantee that the conversations will cover the aame areas and be a useful 
baeia for analysis. 

Next fal l we will need the m oney for a convocation. I d o not ropoae paying 
anyone fo J: their contributions. e ill hold our c omm it tee meeting in con
j\lnction w ith the co ocat io . 

I would like to .hear f rom you s o tha t I can go ahead and make arrangem ents 
for the articles that w e s ek a nd ith the c oll g for a fall date. 

1 hope you are over your cold. \\ e missed you . 

DJS:mp 
Encl 

... in cere ly, 

Danl 1 Jeremy Silver 

P. S. I am enclosing a sermin I did on Zionism which we have used ef
fectively in Cleveland. You may have some use for it. 
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wooblanbs community temple 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 

50 Worthington Road 
White Plains, New York 10607 

(914) LY 2-7070 

University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Danny: 

RABBI PETER RUBINST EIN 

February 23, 1976 

As long as I have a minute to regroup my mental forces, I 
would like to suggest my perception of where we are at this point 
and how I might be of some service in furthering our program. 

In investigating where the Jewish conmrunity is, what is on 
its mind and how it presents itself, ~e have utilized the process 
of group discussion which was recorded and which is now being 
transcribed. Prior to making any definite plans as to our future 
direction, I would prefer to have you and the other members of the 
conunittee read the transcription of the discussions so that we 

.> 
might have your input and suggestions as to future discussions. 

Following this, it would be useful to travel to various areas 
of the country which I believe could be handled in a single three 
to four day trip. I would plan to have a West Coast discussion during 
the convention and therefore would attempt to reach the Southwest -
perhaps Phoenix or Tucson - the South Mid-West -Houston or Dallas-
and the Midwest including Chicago and Cincinnati. Whereas it would 
be profitable to also have a discussion in the Southeast, I'm not sure 
it could be handled on this swing. Certainly, the extent of the travel 
is very open, but I would like to finalize the concept and to make 
assurances that there is iooney in the budget for this type of excursion. 
It seems to me that together with certain other indicators, we could 
come up with an important analysis of the theological position of the 
Reform Jewish community at this time. 

I will be in touch with you in the very near future and hope also to 
have the transcriptions to you very soon. 

cp;e-
Peter J. Rubinstein, Rabbi 

PJR/ jm 
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HEBREW UNION COLLEGE- JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

Cincinnati • New Y ork • Los Angeles • Jerusalem 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver, 
The Temple, 
University Circle at Silver Park, 
Cleveland, Ohio 44122 

Dear Daniel, 

•o WEST 68th STREET • NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10029 
(212) 879-0200 

February 24, 1976 

It seems I made it back from Cleveland j ust in time. I arrived home to 
discover that I had some sort of flu, and have spen t my t ime un t il now 
trying to fight it off while still doing justice t o the demands of my 
t eaching schedule. Unfor tuna t ely, I was unable totAlri t e this letter before 
now, and apologize accordingly. I hope, however, that you will recognize 
that t ime has not dimmed my appreciation for the ime we spent together; 
nor for the very generous gift of books you so kindly made to me. 

Let me turn to the first matter immediately, since I really did look 
forward anxiously to getting to know you a li t tle, and I was grateful 
that you did not allow your busy schedule to limit the opportunity for us 
to converse together. I must also say how much I en j oyed seeing The 
Temple itself. Some day a lot of inner city Temples will regret disposing 
of their his t orical s t ructures as if mere bricks and mor t ar could 
circumscribe a spiritual legacy so that the latter would necessarily wear 
out along with the former. I thinklhe Temple is ample testimony to t he 
fa ct tha t t he ma t erial structure ne ed not wear ou t in the first place, and 
tha t a new building does not necessarily reincarnate maiestic ideas in all 
their fullness. 

As for the books, what can I add to the assurance that I selec t ed t hos e 
which I use regularly, and the reitera t ion of my gra t i t ude t o you for 
having made them available to me. As you know, many are not available at all, 
and others I cou1J;~tained only at prohmbitive cost. The next time I 
quote Mann, you may say to yourself, "By the grace of Silver!" Many many 
thanks! 

I have not forgotten your reques t for a paper nex t year. I have already 
begun thinking a bit abou how to proceed with my research. 

Under tl1e Patronage of the Union of Amcricatt Hcbr to Congregatiort 
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You may recall my mentioning a book on structuralism and art by Levi- S rauss. 
I mentioned it to Adele, and I think she might be interested in looking at it. 
It is a popular treatment of the subject, based on a series of radio 
interviews between Levi-Strauss and G. Charbonnier. It is called Conversations - - . With Claude Levi-Straus~, G. Charbonnier, ed. The English translation is 
issued by Jonathan Cape, a British publisher, but American distribution in 
paperback form is available under the aegis of Grossman Publishers. 

I look forward to seeing you again. Please give my best to your wife and 
our mutual Cleveland colleagues (in that order) , but not necessarily 
recalling the letter to John Raynor -- to all mankind. 

Sincerely, 

Larry Hoffman 
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CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
790 MADISO A VE J UE • N E W YORK , Y. 1 0 0 2 1 • ( 2 12) 734 - 7166 

OFFICERS 

March 2 , 1976 

TO : Cha irmen of CCAR committees and Commis s i on Delegations 

Dear Colleague , 

Each summer following the annual conventi on, a maiior 
responsibility o~ t he CCAR offi ce is the collection , t r an
scription and editing of materials for the Yearbook . 

This year , in order to begin this process as much as possible 
beforethe convention I am asking you as t he chairman of a committee 
which will not be holding an open session at t he convention to submit 
your annual committee report before the convention onens . Whether 
your committee will have met before June or not , even a brief report 
or minutes would be appreciated for our Conference ' s official record . 
Actions taken during the convention pertaining t o your report will , 
of course , be included in the Yearbook . 

Our printer has suggested that reports 
double- spaced , on one side of the page for 
typesetting . 

or minutes be submitted 
ease in editing and 

I would appreciate your returning the 
whether you will be submitting your report 
vention , or will not have a r eport to make 

enclosed card indicating 
before or after the con
this year . 

l 

Thanks for your help , and all good wishes . 

/e 
Enclosure 

Elliot L. Stevens 

Art ui J Le v11e1d Prestd nl 
C e11e1and Oh•0 

Ely E P lch ',ca Pws ct ri' 
S11or1 H lls t!e N Jer cy 

~a< A S•w ro R1; Ofrlng S r>tJrt • 
M nnni.lpohs M nn,• Ot<'l 

Jul an .o,g<>nstern. Hono•ar President 
.A icon Ga 

Jot<>p'l 8 Gt JS'Jr £ 1t1•cu: \C :t,ce i'res t}nnt 
ew YorK NY 

Jord n P a•lson f rl:l' IS re11·y 
To·or:o C 1d:i 

Stdn, L Re er. f,ecu:ve V,c • Pr sd>nt E.mer1us 

Elhc,t l Sta1. •ns Admm Sl'D' ve Serr •ta•~· 
NtM Yo11< NY 

EXECUTIVE AOARO Herbt"I M B 1Jmgard M 1arn1 Fla re 11 Nt• Conn • Hl kll Cohn. San B al • s C Iv Mo • lsrn IS 0• sne•. Wayn!!, NJ • FIOy(I S man EIPc.1so T x • J ,ri.C on Oh10 • · IGo Cn io • ·RchudG 11rsch J Ml • n N ... Yor~ Y • Rc, rd,J I r,!?I Oo ton. s • \' Jacoo. Pittsburgh Pu • Ro rt I I': 1tm H 11,;ton • L" m 'Yor N • S1mOon J M:1 ,' I 'e R c Ar • ~urrary I Rott,rna:1 -,.ton Ma s • • rM Sc 1n11'cr, lew 'iori.. 11Y • R1Cll rdF Stt> KP •,ia P om1-1 St•rn S • Arnot I Tn!'.11 Gr ••n~llOI O NC • 'M.:, sCvrus Vv .:, rusfll1>m lsr l • l n;: r J W no 11 w McKCf! r 
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C'~1pr,~:, C')::ti:, 1,:\~ 
CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
790 MADISON AVENUE • N E W YO R K , N. Y. 1 0 0 2 1 • (212) 734-7166 

OFFICERS 

Office of the Executive Vice President 

Rabbi Daniel J. Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

4 March 1976 

I didn't see you~letter until my return from Israel a few days ago. 
I believe Arthur is also replying to you, but wanted to acknowled ge 
and comment a bit. 

Our Board meeting on April 6-7 will have to approve an allocation 
for the Fall convocation you are projecting as well as other expenditures, 
such as Peter's traveling. It would be helpful if you and Peter could 
give us some figures. The way it looks to me now, the Convocation 
could be virtually self-supporting inasmuch as we are paying no 
participants, and can charge a registration fee that would cover meals 
and prorate any rentals. If we use the Journal to publish, we are 
free of cost there, too. Am I missing anything? 

As to dates, November is bad because of the World Union in Israel 
November 15-21 with several days lead time for travel, and then you 
have Thanksgiving at one end and Election Day at the other. As far 
as I can see, October is clear. Please select the date as soon as 
you can so that other things don't fill in. We are very pleased at 
the progress and solid substance that is emerging. I hear more and more 
the same question being asked. 

Your sermon on Zionism is splendid. All good wishes. 
/"\ 

Rabbi 

cc: Rabbis Lelyveld and Peter Rubinstein 

Arthur J Lclyveld President 
C e11eland Ohio 

Ely E Pilchik, v,ce President 
Short Hils, New Jersey 

Max A Shapro, Recordng Secret8fy 
Minneaoohs, Minnesota 

Johan Morgenstern, Honorary President 
M con. Ga 

Joseph B G'aser faecut,ve V,ce Pres dent 
New York, NY 

Allred Woll, Treasurer 
Los Ang les C 

Jordan Pearlson, F,nanc,a/ Secretary 
Toronto Canada 

Stdney L Regner, Execuwe V,ce Pres,d nt Emor,tus 

Elhot L Stevens, Adm1mstrat1vo SOCtstary 
New York, NY 

EXECUTIVE BOARD Herbert M Baumgard Miami. Fla • Marc Brownstein, New,ngton Conn • Hdlol Cohn, San Bernardino, Cal • Stuart E Davis, Kansas C,ty, Mo • lsr ol S Dresner, Wayne, NJ • Floyd 
S Fierman El Paso Tex • Paul Gorin. Canton OhiO • "Allred Gollsch k C1nc,nna11, Ohio • ·Richard G Hirsch, Jerusalem, Israel • Lawrence A Hoffman New York, NY • Richard J Israel, Bo ton, Mass • 
w ter J cob, Pittsburgh Pa • Robert I Kahn, Houston Te1 • Robert L Lehman, ew York, NY • Srn on J Mast n Chica o, Ill • Eli1 h E Pa!n1c Utile Roe Ark • Murrary I Rothman, Newton, Mass • 
•A xand rM $ch1nd' r,NewYor NY • RichardF St 1nbrn Phladelpha Pa • ·M comH S rn N York.NY • M1ch IS Stroh,Ontano,C n da • ArnotdS T • Gre nsbOro,NC • · sCyrus 
We I r Jerusalem lsr 01 • Leonard W nogr d McKeesp0rt P 



Rabbi Joseph Glaser 
Central Conference of American R.abbia 
790 Madison Avenue 
New York. N. Y. 10021 

Dear Jo : 

arch I , 1976 

I am nclosing two letters hicb are ■ elf-evident. I don't think tnat tbe 
World Union dates need affect tbi1 convocation. A, far a& I know no one 
contem lated as a lecturer is involved. 

The convocation should be self-sustaining except for transportation fee• 
and hotel bills for the e eakers. No honorariu swill be offered. I 
will combine the annual meeting of our committee with the con ocation. 
My guee1 is that we will have to pay for three to five men at an estim ated 
cost of $600. Lunch w ill be self-su portin . I do not propose a r gistra
tion fee. I presume the Col Lege will not cha rg rental and I would like 
colleagues and 1-iUC JI students to be fr to att nd. 

As n1y letter indicat s, I have asked Peter L ubinste in about the expeneea 
associated with his Jroject. My guess i s they would b on the 01·der of 
$-100 for a four day tapin tri.p, So we will 1·equire about $l, 000. 

The convocation should result in the publication of papera in the Journal 
fl have talked to Bernle Martln) and tbe development of a program whicb 
can be taken to our 1976-77 Regional meeting• so we can discharg our ob
ligation to raiae the iseue ot iJ&rticularism and survival with our eolleaguea. 

With all good wlahe1 I remain 
Sincer ely, 

Daniel Jeremy Sliver 
P. s. I would like to bold a meeting of my small committee at the Conference. 
Bernle tells me tbat a Journal Board meeting i■ acbeduled on Monday or 
Tuesday. Can you give me the day and tbe tlme of that meeting ao I can 
schedule our meeting ao that it will not conflict. 

DJ'S:mp 
Encl. 



abbi eter J. ubinstein 
oodlands Con1rnunity Ten ple 

50 Worthington itoad 
bite Plains, New York 10607 

Dear Peter: 

ar h 11 , 1976 

I am enclosing a copy of a lett r from Joe Gla er. I estimated 

to him that it would cost about , 400 for you to take the taping 

trip. Do you think this wlll be adequate? 

I an, eagerly looking forward to tbe recei t of th typed trana

cri t of your first i.nterviewa. rlappy Purin~. 

DJS:mp 

Encl. 

Sinc erely, 

Daniel Jerem y Silver 



-

Rabbi Paul M. Steinberg 
HUC - JIR. 
40 Vl est 68th St. 
New York, N. Y. 10023 

Dear Paul : 

c rch , 1976 

The CC.A Committee on Particularism would like to tiold a convocation 

at the New York school on either October 25-26 or November 8-9, 1976. 

We intend to present a number of papers, son1e evaluative and others 

theological in nature. The analytic ap~rs will examine the actual pos

ture of our various insti u ions (synagogue, school curricula, prayer 

book ... ) on a particularisn1-universalim axis . V. e also plan to present 

the analysis of a nu ber of tape interviews witn congregants as t o tbeir 

perceptions of what we are saying. 

The theological papers will deal with th various rationales of Jewish sur

vival; the chosen people concept - election; t e theological basis for tbe 

r efusal to perform interma riage and vice versa; the theological assump

tion of the new prayer book in this area etc. 

It is our intention to publish he best of this aterial in the Journal and 

to develop speakers and 1nat rials through this conference at regional 

meetings of the Conference. It is not our purpose to develop a pla tform 

for the reform movement; but to raise tbe awareness of our colleague• 

in this neglected area of thought. Moat of us passionately defend Israel 

and ruab off in behalf of every liberal caus . Iner asingly we f1..nu ouraelvea 

not only tired out but confiicted. 

In anr caae, the paper• and speaker• should be of a high level. Our pur

poae ia a serious one. Yon may recall the convocation on Judaiam and 

Etbice which I organized a few year• ago. We will invite rabbi• from the 

area a■ well a1 the ■tudent body. We will charge for lunch and hope the 

College ■taff wlll help u• provide it. 



, .... 

Would you check the College'• calendar ae soon a1 you can, I need to make 

a report for tbe CCAR Board at it• early Aprll EJtecutlve meetlng. Many 

thank•. 

I truet you are well. Tbe1e have been buey but ha~py :non tbs for me and 

for mine. Happy Purim. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



Rabbi Elliot L. Stevens 
Central Conference of American Rabbi• 
790 Madison Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10021 

March 15, 1976 

Dear Rabbi Stevens: - ~ ;~::;(_ 

This baa been a year of preparation. The Committee on Partlcularlam 
held a meeting in February to plan a two-day convocation for the Fall 
at the HUC - JIR. in New York on the theme: The Language of Survival. 
Members of the committee have examined the language through which 
the particularity of Jewieb. life ls presented in school curricula, from 
the pulpit, at Confirmation services and in the prayer book. Tape in
terviews are being conducted to discover bow congreganta perceive 
Reform 's stance and a number of scholars have been asked to pre-
pa re papers on the chosen people, election, the interplay between 
tbe universal and the particular in Judaism ... 

The paper• which will be read at the Fall convocation will be pub
lished. The convocation will be open to member• of the Conference. 
Plans are being made to prepare a diacuaelon of thia problem for 
regional meeting• of the Conference during 1977. Our mandate i• to 
encourage informed diacua ■ ion of the particularistic element• in our 
liberal tradition. 

Suicerely, 

Dani.el Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 
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~44Li-.~ 
HEBREW UNION COLLEGE - JEWISH I STITUTE OF RELIGIO 

Cincinnati • N ew York • Los Angeles • Jerusalem 

OFFICE OF THE DEAN 

Rabbi Daniel J. Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

40 WEST 68th STREET • NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10023 
(212) 873-0200 

March 26, 1976 

I read your letter and the plans of the CCAR Committee on 
Particularism to hold a convocation in New York. We would 
be delighted to have you on November 8 - 9, 1976 and will 
do everything we can to make the affair a meaningful and 
successful one. 

I hope this letter finds you and yours well. We, too, 
have been very busy. 

Chag Sameach! (for Passover). 

Warm personal regards. 

PMS:hf 

cc: Dr. Alfred Gottschalk 

Cordially, 

Paul M. Steinberg 
Dean 

Under the Patronage of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations 



labbi P?ter J . 1 ubin1te in 
' oodlands Community Temple 

50 '\Vorthin ton .Road 
~ ,. hite Plains, ew Yor 0607 

Dear Peter: 

a r c 30, 1976 

Just to inform you that our convocation has now officially been 
set for ovember 8--9 in ew York. I an o hea1· fron1 Joe 
::Haser in two w ks about the fundin fo your aping trip. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jer !y Silver 

D J S :mp 



Rabbi Stuart Gertman 
Westcbe•ter Reform Temple 
255 Mamaroneck Rd. 
Scarsdale, N. Y,, 10583 

Dear Stuart: 

March 31, 1976 

Several year• ago I was appointed Chairman of a CCAR Committee on 

Particularism. Oure ie an awkward title, but our mandate is to develop 

aensltivity among our cblleaguee and institutions for a new language wbich 

would express both the broad humane concerns of 19th century reform 

and the real survival concerns or 20th century Jewry. Our mandate is 

not to create another plank for a Conference platform, but to produce 

materials which will stimulate thought and create a clearer awarene11 

of the issues. 

A first step in this direction will take place on November 8-9, 1976 at 

the HUC-JIR in New York when we plan a public conference on the theme 

"The Language or Survival. " It is my pleasure to invite you to partici

pate in this Conference with a paper which would examine the language 

and impact of our achoo la in th is area. We would like you to examine the 

Union curriculum, Keeping Poated, the Rocky Mountain currlc.J.lum, the 

Behrman Houae material etc. and to provide ua with. an understanding or 
the reasons (if any) offered students for Jewisb survi ,al. Do any of these 

curricula develop a conaistent survival theology? Are some materials •o 

univeraalietic ae to call aurvival into question? What rationale is of

fered at the Confirmation level or before which suggests to a student 

the unique advantage of bis remaining a Jew and of bis working to aeeure 

the eurvival of a Jewlab community? It is a big task but I know that lt 

l1 a field ln wbich you are deeply involved and that you will do a fine 

piece or work. 



The Conference will pay your e.xpen•e• to the Conference, any paper• will 
be aubmitted to the CCAR Journal for editorial conaideratlon. 

With all good wiahe• I remain 

Slncerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJ'S:mp 

.. 



Rabbl Slmeon J. Maalln 
Isaiah la rael Congregation 
1100 Eaat Hyde Park Blvd. 
Chicago, Illinois 60615 

Dear Simeon: 

arch 3 l, 1976 

Several years ago I waa appointed Chairman of a CCAR Committee on 
Particularism. Ours ls an awkward title, but our mandate is to develop 
sensitivity among our colleagues and institutions for a new language 
which will express both the broad humane concerns of 19th century re
form anr1 the survival concerns of 206h century Jewry. Our mandate ia 
not to create another plank for a Conference platform, but to produce ma
terials which will stimulate thought and create a clearer awareness of 
the issues. 

A first step in this direction will take place on November 8-9, 1976 at 
the HUC-JIR in New York when we plan a public conference on the theme 
"The Language of Survival. " It is my pleasure to invite you to partici
pate ln this Conference with a paper examining the perceived rationale 
of congregational social action programs as far as the universaliat-. 
particularist attitud e s are concerned. The question is not whether such 
program s are effective but whether they effectively suggest the unique
ness of tbe Jewieh ethic and/ or the virtue of sustaining and maintaining 
the Jewish community. In other words, is social action a reinforcement 
of prophetic Judaism and the mies ion or Israel at Lta moat unl•ersaliatic 
or does it aensitlze congregations to the special value to our world of a 
Jewiah commtlllity and or tbe apecial attitudes of the Jewish tradition. 
Has the mission of Israel lead to the ACLU and the ADA or to a renewed 
faith in Israel? 

I know tbia is a complex theme, but it ia a significant one and I know of 
no one better equipped to deal witb lt. 



The Conference wl~ pay your expenaea to the Conference and paper• will 

be aubmltted to the CCA R Journal for editorial conaideration. 

Wlth all good wishes I remain 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Sliver 

DJS:mp 



Rabbi Michael J. Cook 
HUC - JIR 
7850 Newbedford Ave. 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45237 

Dear Michael: 

,arch 31, 1976 

Several years ago I was appointed Cbalrman of a CCAR Committee on Parti

cula riem. Ours is an awkward title, but our mandat is to develop sensiti.

vlty among our collragues and institutions for a new language which would 

express both the broad humane concerns of 19th century reform and the sur

vival concE'rns of 20th century Jewry. Our mandate is not to create another 

plank for a Conference latform, but to produce materials which will stimu

late thought and create a clearer awareness of the issues. 

A first step in this direction ill take place on ovember 8-9, 1976 at HUC

JIR. in New York when we plan a public conf rence on the theme 11The Language 

of Survival. '' It is my pleas1.1re to invite you to give a paper on the theme 

of tbe language of the seminary. Frankly, the college faculty as a whole seem• 

leas attached to amcha, the k 'lal etc. than our congregations. Is this so? 
What is the rabbinic student theologically exposed to? ave the aariot1s 

acholars different attitudes and approaches? A1· th re tJressures to arda 

theological conformity? A re students prepared to grapple with the problem 

of survival? 

I know this la a difficult and delicate task, but it surely needs to be done and 

I know you would do dlitine job with it. 

The Conference will pay expenses to the Conference in ew York and the 

papers will be submitted to the CCAR Journal for editorial consideration. 

With all good wiahes I remain 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jenm1y SUver 

DJS:mp 



Dr. L~u Silberman 
Tb. ivirtity Quadrangle 
Vand e 1·bilt niversit 
Na shville, Tenn. 37240 

Dea r Lou: 

1a • h 3 l, 1976 

Yo may ren1 m ber our conversation a few months ago dealing with the 
CCAR Con, mittee on Particularisn1 which I chair • hen you agre d to 
part ici at in a colloquiu on particularisn, in the liberal tradition. 
Th date of this colloquium has now been sc~ : ov n1b r 8-9 at the 
HU -JI l in ew Yo1·k. 

You indicat d at tl tim .. t ha .. you would be illiog to p1·epare a pape r 
on n id 1·ashLC sourc s \\hicli t>1<.;d light on th inevita b e tension b \Veen 
tbe I iversalis t ic a n d the _)a ticular. I hope tha t no'\\' that our plan 
hav e crystallized you will be a le to o tlres nt and und rtak.e th is a e-
eignn1eo.t . ur purpose, as you know, is o ensit Lze our coll g u s 
to th issues J.0 aised by any and all threat r.o Je is survival and to 
•uggest that their thinking c· nnot cone rn n ed \\' ith a l9th century 
hun:anitarianism and the •1mi sion of Isra . " 

The Conference will defray your ex lenses to th Conf re nee and the 
papers will be submitted to the Journal for editor1al conside1·a t ion. 

With all good wi.sbes and many thanks I r emain 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



Dr. Bernard Martin 
Department of Religion 
Case Western Reserve University 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Bernie: 

1arcb 3l, l976 

Plans are now completed for the CCAR. Committee on Particularism 
Convocation. It will be held in New York on November 8-9, 1976 
at the HUC-JIR. 

I am grateful that you are willing to prepare a paper outlining the 
theological poaition which oppoeea intermarriage. I am aure you 
have a better title, but this is what I remember fron1. our luncheon. 
Please let me know your working title. 

The Conference will take care of all of your e.x enses and, aa you 
know, papers will be 1ubmitted to you for editorial consideration 
ae far ae tbe Journal ls concerned. 

As always, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



Rabbl Lawrence A. Hoffman 
19 Hillcrest Lane 
Rye, New York 10580 

Dear Larry: . 

March 31, 1976 

The coloquium of the CCAR Committee on Particularism has been 

!i.xed for November 8-9 at tbe New York ecbool.. I am delighted 

you will be one of our participants. 

V. hen we left the subject you were thinking about a t>aper on the 
"Balance Between Particula risn1 and Unive.rsalism in The Gates 

of Prayer, possibly comf)aring G. P. with Avodat ha. Lev and the 

UPB. II you want to revise the parents' focus by all means do so. 

You know tbe general area in wbicb we are interested, but let 
me know. 

The Conference will defray your expenses at the Conference and 

it ia our intention to submit papers to the CCAR Journal for edi

torial cons ide ration. 

As always, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 
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C'~1pr,~;-, C'l:li;"I 1ilN 
CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
7 90 MADISON AVENUE • N E W YO A K , N. Y. 1 0 0 2 1 • (2 12) 7 34 - 7166 

OFFICERS 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, OH 44106 

Dear Daniel, 

April 1, 1976 

Joe and I have discussed your letter of 11 March, in which 
you outline budgetary and other details for your proposed convo
cation at the College-Institute in New York this Fall. 

Your proposal is excellent, and we are having your request 
for a special allocation of $1000 put on the agenda for consideration 
by the Board at its meeting next week. You note in your letter to 
Paul Steinberg that you will be reporting to the Board on this 
project, so perhaps both matters will be handled at one time. 

On another matter, the Journal Board will be meeting on Tuesday, 
June 22, during lunch. We received a letter from the hotel specifi
cally asking us not to schedule anything additional for Monday, 
inasmuch as we are apparently sharing the hotel with another group 
that dey. Good times for your meeting would be Wednesday after the 
Alumni luncheon (i.e., at 3:00 p.m.), Thursday at lunch, any break
fast, or Wednesday at 11:00 in lieu of hearing Cesar Chavez give a 
report on the farm workers. Other business sessions are considerably 
more important, and the rest of the program is full. 

Please let me know what you decide, so I can make arrangements 
with the St. Francis. 

All good wishes. 

Elliot L. Stevens 

/e 

Anhur J Lelyveld, Pres,dent 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Ely E P1lch1k, Vice President 
Shon H~ls, New Jersey 

Max A. Shapro. RecOfdmg Secretary 
M1nneapohs, Minnesota 

Julian Morgenstern. Honorary President 
Macon, Ga 

Joseph 8 Glaser, Executive Vice President 
New York. NY 

Allred Wolf, Treasurer Jordan Pearlson, Financial Secretary 
Toronto Canada 

Sidney L Regner, Executive Vice President Emeritus 
Los Angeles Cal 

Ell,ot L Stevens Adm,nistrat1ve Secretary 
New York, NY 

EXECUTIVE BOARD Herbert M Baumgard, M,am1, Fla • Marc Brownste,n. New,ngton, Conn • H•1e1 Cohn, San Bernardino, Cal • Stuart E Davis. Kansas C,ty, Mo • Israel S Dresner, Wayne, N J • Floyd 
S Fierman, El Paso, Tex • Paul Gorin Canion. Oh,o • • Alfred Gottschalk, C1nc,nnat1, Ohio • ·R,chard G Hirsch, Jerusalem, lsr el • Lawrence A Hoffman. New York, NY • Richard J Israel, Boston, Mass • 
Wa1ter Jacob, Pittsburgh, Pa • Robert I Kahn. Houston, Tex • Robert L Lehman, New York, NY • Simeon J Maslin. Chicago, Ill • Eh1ah E Paln1ck, Lltlle Rock, Ark • Murrary I Rothman, Newton, Mass • 
• Alexander M Schindler, New York, NY • R,chard F S1e1nbnn Philadelphia, Pa • ·Maicolm H Stern, New York, NY • Michael S Stroh, Ontario, Canada • Arnold S Task, Greensboro. N C • • Moses Cyrus 
Wetler, Jerusalem, Israel • Leonard Winograd, McKeesport, Pa 

·Ex-olftc,o 



R bbi i h 1 J. 
7723 Spir e D r iv 

inc inn ti, Ohi 5 2 3 

April 4, 1976 

bbi Dani 1 J. ilver 
Th T mpl 
Univ rsity Circl t ilver P rk 
Clevland, Ohio 44122 

Der Danic.111 

I th nk you for your invit tion of 
march 31 to giv ppr at th 
canferenc you outlin d, schedul d 
for rly Nov mb r. 

I hast n to 
dasplte th 
invitation, 
pr clud my 

inform you, how v r, 
dvanc d te of your 

cal ndar commitments 
cc pt nc. 

With b st wish s for th 
of the confer nc 1 

ucc ss 

Yours t ruly, 

michael J. Cook 

that, 



•• 

abbi Elliot L . St vens 
Central Conference of American .Rabbis 
790 adison Avenue 

ew Yor , N. Y. 1002l 

Dear Elliot: 

A •·1 5 , l976 

I was delight d to get you lett r of April l. l y lett r to 
Paul 5teinb rg did not sugges that I would be re..)orting to the 
Boax-d in erson. You and Jo will have to do that for n ... e . I 
a delight d that fundin will b and I have al -
r ady set the heels in motion foJ.· our .1 ovemb convocatton. 

Sine rely, 

Dani L J n y ilver 

DJS:mp 



,. . .... 

WESTCHESTER REFORM TEMPLE 255 MAMARONECK ROAD • SCARSDALE, N. Y. • 10583 
PHONE: 914 SC 3-7727 

April 7, 1976 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Daniel, 

I am pleased, honored and somewhat imtimidated by your in

vitation to deliver a paper at the conference on :The 

Language of Survival'' in New York on November 8 - 9, 1976. 

The pleasure and honor have overcome the intimidation, 

and I am happy to accept. I will begin to think about the 

broad parameters that you have outlined, and will be in 

touch with you if I have any questions. In the meantime I 

will start collecting the materials. 

Coincidentally I am working on a study of the current status 

of Reform Religious Education and some of the material 

relates to the questions that you ask as they apply to 

curriculum development. If it is relevent I will include 

that in my paper as well. 

Let me take this opportunity to wish you and your family a 

wonderfuly Pesach season. 

Sincerely yours, 

/c «~ Hf( 
Dr. Stuart A. Gertman 
Associate Rabbi 

P.S. Beginning July 1st I will be moving to the Union to take 

up a new position as Associate Director of the New York 

Federation of Reform Synagogues. Corespondence after 

that date should be directed to 838 Fifth Avenue, New 

York, New York 10021. 

SG:mg 
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~44L~~ 
HEBREW UNION COLLEGE-JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

Cincinnati • New York • Los Angeles • Jerusalem 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 

'° WEST 68th STREET • NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10023 
(212) 873-0200 

April 8, 1976 

University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Daniel, 

I look forward to participating in the 
conference here in New York, November 8th - 9th, 
1976. I appreciate the latitude afforded me in 
approaching my topic, and can promise a paper 
that will meet the specifications we discussed. 

Sincerely, 

~, 
Lawrence A. Hoffman 

LAH:ev 

Urid r the Patronage of tlie Union of American Hebrew Congregations 



C'~ipr,~;, C'.l:li;"I iil~ 
CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
790 MADISON AVENUE • N E W YO R K , N. Y. 1 0 0 2 1 • (212) 734 -7 166 

OFFICERS 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, OH 44106 

Dear Daniel, 

April 8, 1976 

Just a note to let you know that the Board unanimously 
approved the $1000 grant requested by your Task Force, after 
Ely Pilchik made some very laudatory remarks about your 
earlier convocation. 

All good wishes. 

Sincerely , / 

~-! 

Elliot L. Stevens 

/e 

Arthur J Lelyveld, President 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Ely E P1lch1k, v,ce President 
Short HMls, New Jersey 

Max A Shapiro, Record,ng Secretary 
M1nneapohs, Minnesota 

Jultan Morgenstern, Honorary President 
Macon, Ga 

Joseph B Glaser, Executive v,ce President 
New York. NY 

Alfred Woll, Treasurer Jordan Pearlson, F,nanc1al Secretary 
Toronto Canada 

Sidney L Regner, Executive Vice President Emeritus 
Los Angeles. Cal 

Efho L Stevens, Adm1n,strative Secretary 
New York. Ny 

EXECUTIVE BOARD Herbert M Baumgard, ~i,am1, Fla • Marc Brownsre,n. Newington, Conn • Hilet Cohn, San Bernard,no. Cal. • Stuart E Davis. Kansas C,ty, Mo • Israel S Dresner, Wayrl(!, NJ • Floyd 
S Fierman, El Paso, Tex • Paul Gorin, Canton. Oh,o • ·Allred Gottschalk, C1nc1nnati, Ohio • ·Richard G Hirsch, Jerusalem, Israel • Lawrence A Hollman, New York, NY • Richard J lsr el, Boston, Mass • 
Walter Jacob, Pittsburgh, Pa • Robert I Kahn, Houston, Tex • Robert L Lehman, New York. NY • Simeon J Mashn, Chicago, Ill • Eh1ah E Paln,ck, Little Rock, Ark • Murrary I Rothman, Newton, Mass • 
• Alexander M Schindler, New York, NY • Richard F Ste,nbrink, Ph1ladelph1a Pa • 'M colm H Stern, New York, NY • Michael S Stroh, Ontario, Canada • Arnold S T sk, Greensbofo, NC • ' s Cyrus 
Wetler, Jerusalem. Israel • Leonard Winograd McKeesport, Pa 

'E-< olfiCio 



VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY 
N ASH ILLE, TE N NESSEE 37240 

Department of Religious 11,dies • College of Arts & Sci nee 

Apri 1 14, 1976 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
26000 Shaker Boulevard 
Beachwood, Ohio 44122 

Dear Dan: 

-

Thanks so much for your letter and invitation. I shall see what 
I can do with the material and will put the dates, November 8-9, 
on my calendar. 

With warmest greetings for the Passover season to you and your 
family, 

Lou H. Silberman 

LHS/rk 



Dr. Stuart . Gertman 
Westchester Reform Tflmple 
255 amaroneck Road 
Sea rsdale, N. Y. 10583 

Dear Stuart: 

A ril lS, \976 

I am delighted and I look forward to the paper. If you have any 
questions as th work roe eds please do not hesitat to write. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



Rabbi Norman J. Cohen 
HUC - JI& 
7846 Newbedford Ave. 
Cincinnati , Ohio 45237 

Dear orman: 

Apr il lS, 1976 

Several years ago I was appointed Chairman of a CCAR Committee on Parti
cularis n1. Ours is an awkward title, bat our mandate is to develop sensiti
vity among our colleagues and institutions for a new language which WO\lld 

express both the broad humane concerns of 19 h c ntu ry reform and t he sur• 
vival concerns of 20th century Jewry. Our mandate is not to create another 
plank for a Conference platform, but to produce mater ials which will stimu
late thou ht and creat e a c learer awareness of the issues. 

A firet step in this direction will take place on November 8-9, 1976 at HUC
JI.1.t in ew York when we plan a public conference on the theme "Tbe Language 
of Survival." It ia niy pleasure to invite you to give a paper on tbe theme 
of the Language of the seminary. Frankly, the college faculty as a wbole 1eem1 
leas attached to amcha, tbe k'Lal etc. than our congregations. Is this so? 
What is the rabbinic stude.nt theologically exposed to? dave tbe various 
scholars different attitudes and approacbea? Are tb.ere preasures towards 
theological conformity? Are students prepared to grapple with the problem 
of eu rv i val? 

I know this is a difficult and delicate taek, but lt surely needs to be done and 
I know you would do a fine job with it. 

The Conference will pay expenses to the Conf rence in New York and t e 
paper• will be aubmitted to the CCAR Journal for editorial consideration. 

With all good wishes I remain 
Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 
DJS:mp 



AS E W E STERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY• CLEVELAND, OHIO 44106 

Rabbi Daniel J. Silver 
The Temple 
26000 Shaker Boulevard 
Beachwood, Ohio 44122 

Dear Dan: 

April 20, 1976 

This will confirm my acceptance of your kind invi
tation to present a paper outlining a theological 
position contra intermarriage at the Convocation 
in New York on November 8th and 9th. 

I will send you the exact title of my paper as soon 
as I have had time to think about it and formulate 
it. 

I am delighted that you will submit all of the papers 
~resented at the Convocation f or poss ible publication 
in the CCAR Journal. They should constitute a very 
good symposium. 

With kindest greetings and all good wishes, I am, 

Bernard Martin 
Abba I I ill el Silver Prof ssor of Jewish Studies 

Most cordially, 
' 

' C. 

I 

Bernard !1artin 



abbi P et e r J. Rubinstein 
,~·oodla d s Co rl" unity Temple 

V{ o r t ington o d 
h ite P lains, New York 10607 

Dear Peter: 

A rU 30, 976 

I have received an allocation of l, 000 fro the Conference 
for our convocation ne t F~ll. l estim te that we will need 

7 0 for he lo istics of the Conference i self, to bring men 

in etc. No fees will be paid which leaves o.e $ZOO or $ZSO, 

for your tapina tour. Can you somehow make out and get 

by, perhaps combining two stops with your trip to San Fran
cisco? Let me hear from you. I trust all is well. 

Sincerely, 

Danie l Je r my S ilver 

DJS:mp 



- . 

lHf TEMPLE 
1100 HYDE PARK BOULEVARD • CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60615 

April 27, 1976 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Clevelanc, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

SIMEON J. MASLIN 
Rabbi 

Please excuse the long delay in answering your 
letter of March 31. A trip to Israel followed by 
Pesah made for a very tight calendar and a pile of 
unanswered mail. 

My immediate reaction to your gracious invita
tion to participate in the November 8-9 conference 
on "The Language of Survival" was to beg off. As 
you probably know, I am now editing the Conference 
Tadrikh on life-cycle events and am having diffi
culty finding the time to get that work done. Also 
I am not sure that I quite understand what you are 
getting at in your description of the topic that you 
would like me to handle. 

On reconsideration I realize that I must 
finish the Tadrikh work by the end of summer and 
that there should be time enough to do a decent 
job on a paper between the holy days and November 
8. However, I am still puzzled by the topic. Let 
me see if I can rephrase and simplify your questions: 
1) Is social action an essential part of Judaism? 
2) Is there such a thing as a particularly Jewish 

impetus to social action? 
3) Is the social action stance of Judaism (if there 

is, indeed, such a stance) an essential reason 
for the survival of Judaism? 



• • • 
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Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver April 27, 1976 

And, if all the above are answered affirmatively, 
4) Can Jewish social action renew Jewish faith and 

the sense of Jewish mis~ion and mitzvah, or does 
it simply lead Jews into liberal-activist organi
zations? 

I would like to work up a paper along these lines: 
if that is what you have in mind, I accept. (In fact, 
the topic might be a good one for Yorn Kippur.) If 
so, how long should the paper be and will there be 
respondents? Can you give me a more exact idea of 
time and place, and who else will be delivering 
papers, and on what? 

My thanks for the invitation and your kind 
words. I look forward to hearing f~om you. Best 
regards. 

Sincerely, 

SJM:pmr Simeon J. Maslin 



-

Rabbi Simeon J. Maslin 
K. A. M. Isaiah Ia rael Congregation 
1100 Hyde P ark Boulevard 
Chicago, I l linois 60615 

Dear Shimon: 

a y 5, 1976 

Thank you for your kind letter of Aprll 27. I envy you a visit to 

Is rael. 

et me t i- y a o :1· e c i c a s to ~ p r at we s e . It 

ould assume tha • ocia a c ion is a n es e ·a 1 o liga i.on and t bat 

o l. r s ocia l co e e t.: p roo ta w ithi th t rad it ion. T here 

is no need to juat ify tb o vioua. Tbe quest ion we want to add.res• 

is lhether in practice rabb • and cong re a ions have related aocial 

action to specific Jewish needa, (Jews w o a re elderly - poor etc. ) 

or only to the needs of "others. " We wan t o know if anybody beside 

the rabbi baa been concerne d to r elat e con uni. y act ion to apecLi1c 

Jewish m andates and to c reate working co i tions i.n which Jew• do 

th i r things a• Jews r a tb.e 1· than as human i r ians. 

\ ' e v1ould l ike the paper to deal 1peci.fically wi.tb your point four 

which I would pbraae in thi• way: Ha• tbe aocial action movement 

among liberal Jew• enhanced the aelf-awareneas of congregant• ae 

to their Jewiahneas? Ia 1ucb action understood by them•• a re

•ponae to the mltzvot or have they aeen congregat i.onal social action 

aa a dupllcate of the concern• eapouaed by a gamut of garden vari ty 

llberal-actlviat organizations? What do you think m oat people bea r 

when we talk of the mi• 1 lon of I• rael? 

I agree the theme la worthy of Yom Kippur. I truat you will be 

williq to tackle it. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



Rabbi Jo•haa Haberman 
Wasblngton Hebrew Congregation 
3935 Macomb St. • N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20016 

Dear Josh: 

June 15. 1976 

Plana are now complete for the Ta1k Force on Jewish Identity Conclave to 

be held on November 8-9, 1976 at the HUC-JIR Ln New York. The theme 
wlll be "Between Univeraaliam and Particularism. " I would like yoa to 

read one of the papers. 

It aeema to me that there are two area• in llberat Jewish thought where 

we must face the pa rticularistic-universaliatic tension. One i• the question 

of lntermarriage and the other ia. the q11estion of dialogue, brotherhood and 

inter-religioua cooperation. Bernie Martin bas agreed to take up the que•
tion of intermarriage ae it baa been dealt with by liberal Jewish think.era. 
He will deal not only wltb what has been said but what ought to be said. 
Would you be willing to deal wlth the question of the legitimacy of other 
faitha, the importance of dlalogue, being Jewish versus belng human etc. ? 

It would be an lntereatlng paper. 

I hope thia find• you in good health and that I will 1ee you in San Francieoo. 
With all good wiabea I remain 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



JOSHUA 0 . HABERMAN, D. H. L. 

Sen ior Rebb i 

Dear Daniel, 

WASHINGTON HEBREW CONGREGATION 
Massachusetts Avenue and Macomb Street, N.W. 

WASHINGTON, D . C.20016 

June 18, 1976 

I accept your invitation to deliver a paper at the :!Jewish 
Identity Conclave" on the theme "Between Universalism and 
Particularism" with special attention to the implications 
for interreligious dialogue. Incidentaliy, i have not 
forgotten the position paper I still owe you regarding 
our 19th century Jewish philosophers and theologians 
bearing on the question of Jewish particularism. I hope 
to complete this paper prior to the Conclave. 

My only problem with the conclave is its date . You are 
probably aware of the fact that the most popular of the 
tours now being sponsored by the World Union for Progres
sive Judaism in conjunction with its Golden Jubilee con
vention in Jeru sa 1 em is the one en t ;· t 1 ed "A Reform Jew I s 
View of Israel" departing from New York on Tuesday, 
November 9th. Many congregations are sending delegates 
and sponsoring such tours, including our own. I could 
only participate in the program if my paper were to be 
scheduled on November 8th since I personally expect to 
lead our own Congregation's tour on the 9th. Would. you 
consider rescheduling the conclave for a less busy time, 
possibly the week during or after Hanukkah? 

Looking forward to seeing you at the San Francisco 
conference and with best regards, 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Tempie 

As ever, 

Joshua 0. Haberman 

University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland Ohio 44106 



~labbi orn1a11 J. C hen 
!T"C - JI! 

7 8 6 e b d ford Ave. 
~incinnati , Ohio 15237 

D .a r o J.·m an: 

Jun ,. , l97 

I SPnt you the e closed le ttei· on ril l and h_1ve not heard 
fron you sinc e - a t least the m ails ha 1.e not delivered a response. 

,vut it be possible for you to be with s on 1 ovember 8 and 9 to 
accept the assignment sug~eeted? 

DJS:mp 

Encl. 

incerely, 

aniel Jeremy Silver 



Rabbi Peter J. Rubinstein 
Vl oodlande Con1munity Temple 
50 v; orthington Road 
\Vhite Plains, New York 10607 

Dear Peter: 

June 28, 1976 

Do you want to change your statld topic in any way? I would 
like to have tb.e Conference s nd out this announcement in its 
next packet, so if I do not bear from you I will aaaume that the 
language of the annoW1ced topic ie aatiafactor,y. Tbanka. 

DJS:mp 

Encl. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 



Rabbi Simeon J. Maslin 
Ieaiah le rael Congregation 
ll00 East Hyde Park Blvd. 
Chicago, Illinois 60615 

Dear Simeon: 

June 28, l 976 

Do you ,vant to change your stated topic in any way? I would 

like to have the Conference send out this announcement in it• 

next packet, so if I do not hear from you 1 will assume that the 

language of the annoanced topic i• satisfactory. Thanks. 

DJS:mp 

Encl. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 




