
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































July 27, 1979

Rabbl Laura Geller

Hillel Foundation

University of Southern California
3300 S. Hoover

Los Angeles, Calif. 90007

Dear Laura:

This is a strange letter in that I would like you to beglin by read-
ing the enclosed correspondence between myself and Harold Schagdl-
man. . . Having done so, I would ask whether you would be interest-
ed in participating in this kind of Conference program - if the Con-
ference adopts it.

Essentlally, we would ask you to take a theme from an fmea of your

interest such as worship as mitzvah. It would be best if the theme

be quite specific and one in which you are not so totally engrossed
that you might not be able to shed an advocacy role. The purpose of
the exerclse would be to discuss with a group of colleagues the way
you develop your position on a specific issue: what resources s 3ecu~
lar and traditional, you consult; the theological or philosophic in-
kéndstt which underlies your original commitment and its bsasis; whether
you change your mind as you do research; etc., etc. The question is
how do we arrive at owr "Jewish" positions.

The Conference has never attempted a program such as this, but 1
think 1t is an exciting and important step forward. Our Task Force
on Jewish Identity would meet with you before the Conference and af-
ter so that we can reflect together on what should happen and what
has happened. I carnot guarantee that the program will go forward,
butIhavebeenaskedtosowxiyououtandlmpeyounﬁghtbem—
terested. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to write.

Sincerely,

Danlel Jeremy Silver




July 27, 1979

Rabbi Bernard Mehlman
Temple Micah

600 "™™M" St., S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20024

Dear Bernie:

This 1s a strange letter in that I would like you to begin by read-
ing the enclosed correspondence between myself and Harold Schadl-
man. . . Having done so, I would ask whether you would be interest-
ed in participating in this kind of Conference program -~ if the Con-
ference adopts it.

Essentially, we would ask you to take a theme from an area of your
interest such as welfare legislation or social ethics. It would be
best i1f the thEme be quite specific and one in which you are not so
totally engrossed that you might not be able to shed an advocacy role.
The purpose of the exercise would be to discuss wlth a group of col-
leagues the way you develop your position on a specific issue: what
resources, secular and traditional, you consult; the theological or
philosophic mindset which underlies your original commitment and its
basis; whether you change your mind as you do research; etc., etc.
The question is how do we arrive at our "Jewish" positions.

The Conference has never attempted a program such as this, but 1
think it is an exciting and important step forward. Our Task Force
on Jewish Identity would meet with you before the Conference and af-
ter so that we can reflect together on what should happen and what
has happened. I camnot guarantee that the program will go forward,
but I have been asked to sound you out and I hope you might be in-
terested. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to write.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




July 27, 1979

Rabbl Herman J. Blumberg
Solamon Schecter Day School
46 Pine Ridge Rd.

Waban, MA. 02168

Dear Herman:

This 1s a strange letter in that I would like you to begin by read-
ing the enclosed correspondence between myself and Harold Schall-
man. . . iaving done s0, 1 would ask whether you would be interest-
ed in participating in this kind of Conference program - if the Con-
ference adopts 1it.

Essentially, we would ask you to take a theme from an area of your
interest such as wordhl ethics. It would be best if the theme be
quite specific and one in which you are not so totally engrossed that
you might not be able to shed an advocacy role. The purpose of the
exercise would be to discuss with a group of colleagues the way you
develop your position on a specific issue: what resources, secular
and traditional, you consult; the theological or philosophic mindset
which underlies your original commitment and its basis; whether you
change your mind as you do research; etc., etc. The question is how
do we arrive at our "Jewish" positions.

The Conference has never attempted a program such as this, but I
think it is an exciting and important step forward. Our Task Force
on Jewish Identity would meet with you before the Conference and af-
ter so that we can reflect together on what should happen and what
has happened. I cannot guarantee that the program will go forward,
but I have been asked to sound you out and I hope you might be in-
terested. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to write.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




Rabbi Jack Stern, Jr.
Westchester Reform Temple
255 Mamaroneck Road
Scarsdale, N.Y. 10583

Dear Jack:

This 1s a strange letter in that I would like you to begin by read-
ing the enclosed correspondence between myself and Harold Schaal-
man. . . daving done so, I would ask whether you would be interest-
ed in participating in this kind of Conference program - 1f the Con-
ference adopts it.

Essentially, we would ask you to take a theme from an area of your
interest such as personal or soclal ethies. It would be best if the
theme be quite specific and one in which you are not so totally en~
grossed that you might not be able to shed an advocacy role. The pur-
pose of the exerclse would be to discuss with a group of colleagues

the way you develop your position on a specific 1ssue: what resources,
secular and traditional, you consult; the theologlcal or philosophic
mindset whlch underlies your original commitment and its basis; whether
you change your mind as you do research; etc., etc. The question is
how do we arrive at our "Jewish" positions.

The Conference has never attempted a program such as this, but I
think 1t is an exciting and lmportant step forward. Our Task Force
on Jewlsh Identity would meet with you before the Conference and af-
ter so that we can reflect together on what should happen and what
has happened. I cannot guarantee that the program will go forward,
but I have been asked to sound you out and I hope you might be in-
terested. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to write.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




July 27, 1979

Rabbi Samuel Stahl
Temple Beth-El

211 Belknap Pl.

San Antonio, Texas 78212

Dear Sam:

This 1s a strange letter in that I would like you to begin by read-
ing the enclosed correspondence between myself and Harold Schaal-
man. . . Having done so, I would ask whether you would be Interest-
ed in participatingz in this kind of Conference program - 1f the Con~
ference adopts it.

Essentially, we would ask you to take a theme from an area of your
interest such as either worship or the nature of redemption and the
messianic age. It would be best if the theme be quite specific and one
in which you are not so totally engrossed that you might not be able
to shed an advocacy role. The purpose of the exercise would be to dis-
cuss with a group of colleasjues the way you develop your position on

a specific issue: what resources, secular and traditional, you consult;
the theologlical or philosophic mindset which underlies your original
comnltment and its basis; whether you change your mind as you do re-
search; etc., etc. The question is how do we arrive at our "Jewlsh"
positions.

The Conference has never attempted a program such as this, but I
think it is an exciting and important step forward. Our Task Force
on Jewish Identity would meet with you before the Conference and af-
ter so that we can reflect together on what should happen and what
has happened. I camnot guarantee that the program will go forward,
but I have been asked to sound you out and I hope you might be in-
terested. If you have arny questions please do not hesitaee to write.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




July 27, 1979

Rabbl Robert J. Marx
Temple Solel

Box 838

Highland Park, Il1l. 60035

Dear Bob:

This 1s a strange letter in that I would like you to begin by read-
ing the enclosed correspondence between myself and Harold Schaal-
man. . . Having done so, I would ask whether you would be interest-
ed in participating in this kind of Conference program - if the Con-
ference adopts it.

Essentially, we would ask you to take a theme from an area of your
interest such as theology. It would be best if the theme be quite
specific and one in which you are not so totally engrossed that you

might not be able to shed an advocacy role. The purpose of the exer-
cise would be to discuss with a group of colleagues the way you de-
velop your position on a specific issue: what resources, secular and
traditional, you consult; the theological or philosophic mindset which
underlies your original commitment and 1ts basis; whether you change
your mind as you do research; etc., ete. The question is how do we ar-
rive at ouwr "Jewlsh" positions.

The Conference has never attempted a program such as this, but I
think it is an exciting and important step forward. Our Task Force
on Jewlsh Identity would meet with you before the Conference and af-
ter so that we can reflect together on what should happen and what
has happened. I cannot guarantee that the program will go forward,
but I have been asked to sound you out and I hope you might be in-
terested. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to write.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




July 27, 1979

Rabbl Jack D. Spiro
Congregation Beth Ahabah
1111 W, Franklin St.
Richmond, Va. 23220

Dear Jack:

Thls 1s a strange letter in that I would like you to begin by read-
ing the enclosed correspondence between myself and Harold Schaal-
man. . . iaving done so, I would ask whether you would be interest-
ed in participating in this kind of Conference program - if the Con~
ference adopts it.

Essentially, we would ask you to take a theme from an area of your
Interest such as theology. It would be best if the theme be quite
specific and one in which you are not so totally engrossed that you
might not be able to shed an advocacy role. The purpose of the exer-
clse would be to discuss with a group of colleagues the way you de-
velop your position on a specific issue: what resources, secular and
traditional, you consult; the theological or philosophic mindset which
underlies your original commitment and its basis; whether you change
your mind as you do research; etc., etc. The question is how do we ar-
rive at our "Jewish" positions.

The Conference has never attempted a program such as this, but I
think it 1s an exciting and important step forward. Our Task Force
on Jewish Identity would meet with you before the Conference and af-
ter so that we can reflect together on what should happen and what
has happened. I cammot guarantee that the progrem will go forward,
but I have been asked to sound you out and I hope you mihkbt be in-
terested. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to write.

Sincerely,

Danlel Jeremy Silver




Temple BethEl]

TEMPLE BETH-EL
211 BELKNAP PLACE ® SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78212 e (512) 733-9135

\ FOUNDED 1874

SAMUEL M. STAHL, D.H.L.

August 6, 1979 S

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver
The Temple

26000 Shaker Blvd.
Beachwood, Ohio 44122

Dear Daniel:

I just returned from vacation and

was delighted to find your letter of
July 27 awaiting me.

I am very interested in working with
you on the CCAR project of determining
the process of arriving at a "Jewish"
position.

Have a very rewarding sabbatical.

Sdmuel M. Stahl




CONGREGATION SOLEL

1301 Clavey Road * Highland Park, Illinois 60035 ¢ (312) 433-3555

Robert J. Marx, Rabbi

August 3, 1979

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver

The Temple

University Circle at Silver Park
Cleveland, OH 44106

Dear Dan:

Your letter fascinated me -~ particularly because |
have been examining the roots of my own commitments in an
effort to determine where Halakah and Judaism leave off
and where Robert Marx, the political liberal begins.

| would be delighted to be part of the program when
and if it develops. Please keep me posted and let me
know how | can help.

In the meantime, | hope you are haying a pleasant
and restful summer.

Sincerely yours,

il
(Dot

Robert J. Marx
Rabbi




Qongregation Beth Ahabak

1111 MWest Franklin Street
Richmond, Hirginia 23220

DR. JACK D. SPIRO

RABBI 7 August 1979

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver

The Temple

University Circle at Silver Park
Cleveland, Ohio 44106

Dear Daniel:

After just returning from a hectic tour of the Orient, my
drooping eyes opened wide on reading your letter of July 27th
as well as the enclosed correspondence, I think the idea and
format of the program for the CCAR are splendid,

I can think of no area which would be more natural for me in
terms of discussing the processes whereby I have reached
decisions than that of Jewish education, I have been parti-
cularly concermed with Jewish epistemology. Why is knowledge
so important in Jewish tradition, what are the values of
knowing, what does knowledge actually mean in the sources, etc,?
I can certainly deal with the processes whereby I have reached
conclusions about Jewish education to the various criteria

you mention in your letter,

I hope this program becomes a reality, It sounds very
promising,

Warmest personal regards and best wishes,

Yours,




hillel House

A CENTER FOR JEWISH LIFE AT

USC

August 7, 1979

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver

The Temple

University Circle at Silver Park
Cleveland, Ohio 44106

Dear Daniel,

I have several reactions to the kind of Torah session you outline

in your letter. First, the idea is really exciting and at the

same time rather terrifying. The notion of lifting up the process

by which I make "Jewish" decisions and really looking at it leaves

open the possibility that in place of process is a mere bumbling
through all the competing claims that weigh on my life. That's

what's terrifying. But the possibility of really discovering a

process is exciting because it would provide a sense of authenticity
that I often feel is lacking in my life as a non-traditional rabbi.

In other words, it is a wonderful idea, but one that needs very

careful planning in order to actualize. I agree that it is important
to have a trained group leader in every group and that colleagues
should be carefully advised before the Torah session so that they

don't expect something different. Since the goal of the session

is to help every rabbl understand the process of his or her decision
making, perhaps it would be better to use the three sessions a little
differently from the way you describe in your letter. Instead of one
colleague using three sessions to explore his or her own process,

the first two sessions might be shared by several colleagues outlining
their own processes on related questions and the final session focusing
on the colleagues in the group. Second, I'm not sure why you

suggest that colleagues stay away from issues that they are closely
connected with. It seems to e that it is precisely in those areas wherc
weme really address the important questions you raise. For example,

as I read your letter I immediately thought of my own struggle with
developing a Jewish way to celebrate Rosh Hodesh, which was impor-

tant to me because of my involvement with women's issues. If we
really focus on process as opposed to advocacy, I think those questions
people really feel strongly about might be very appropriate issues for
exploration.

In addition to these reactions, I also feel very flattered to be
invited to participate in the program. I don't see myself as

the kind of discussion leader you describe in the last paragraph

of your letter to Rabbi Schaalman - with pulpit experience in the
traditional Reform congregation sense or as a thoughtful and reflective
teacher. But I'd be willing to participate as a discussion leader

in the more modest form I describe above if that seems to you to

be appropriate.

RABBI LAURA GELLER — DIRECTOR DAVID ORDIN, M.A., M.S.W. — ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

3300 SOUTH HOOVER BLVD. '/ LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90007 / (213) 747-9135 o 747-9136
Sponsored by LOS ANGELES HILLEL COUNCIL * Constituent Agency of JEWISH FEDERATION—COUNCIL of GREATER LOS ANGELES  Affiliated with B'NA! B'RITH HILLEL FOUNDATIONS
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hillel House

A CENTER FOR JEWISH LIEE

USC

Again, I feel enormously challenged by the issues you raise and I'm

sure other colleagues will as well. I look forward to conti
our conversation - in other letters and at the Conference. e

-2-

B*shalon,

(apne

Rabbi Laura Geller

RABBI LAURA GELLER ~ DIRECTOR

DAVID ORDIN, M.A,, M.S.\W. — ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

3300 SOUTH HOOVER BLVD. '/ LOsS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90007 / (213) 747-9135 . 747-9136
gponsored by LOS ANGELES HILLEL COUNCIL ¢ Constituent Agency of JEWISH FEDERATION-COUNCIL of GREATER LOS ANGELES  Affilisted with B'NAI B'RITH HILLEL FOUNDATIONS




FEMPLE

666% 6 ¢

EMANU-EL

2100 HIGHLAND AVENUE
BIRMINGHAM, ALA. 35205

SENIOR RABBI
DAVID JEREMY ZUCKER, M.A., Ph.D.

RABBI EMERITUS
MILTON L. GRAFMAN, D.D.

ASSISTANT RABBI
JAMES S. GLAZIER, M.A H.L.

August 10, 1979

Rabbi Jeremy Daniel Silver

The Temple

University Circle at Silver Park
Cleveland, Ohio 44106

Dear Dan:

Today I received a letter which was posted
on May 22nd which invited me to a meeting at the CCAR
office on June 18th. The fact of the matter is that I
would have been in England at the time. None the less
I would have responded to your letter had I received it.
I would appreciate any material that came out of the
June 18th meeting.

On a more personal note, I have met your mother-
in-law, spoken to your father-in-law and established the
fact of Dad having a relationship with you,so in a very
real sense I have a somewhat convoluted mishpacha here
in Birmingham.

Wishing you and your family well for the High
Holy Days.

Sincerely, p

Rabbi David Jeremy Zucker

DJZ:hb




August 14, 1979 .

Rabbi David Jeremy Zucker
Temple Emanu-El

2100 Highland Avenue
Birmingham, Alabama 35205

Dear David:

Thank you for your kind note of August 10. I am sorry that
our letters crossed transatlantically. I am enclosing a copy
of the material which was sent out to various prospective
seminar leaders which I think will bring you up-to-date on

our work. It would be best to read the letter to Herman
Schaalman first and then to read ny follow-up to the various
participants. A quick review of the annual report of the Task
Force in the CCAR Jourmal will give a2 preview to these letters.

I am glad you met my in-laws. They are lovely people. I look
forward to meeting you soon.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




TEMPLE
ISRAEL

Longwood Avenue and Plymouth Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02215
Telephone 617-566-3960

Raszr Bernard H. Mehlman

22 August 1979
29 Av 5739

Rabbi Daniel J. Silver

The Temple

University Circle at Silver
Park

Cleveland, Ohio 44106

Dear Dan:

Your letter of July 27 which was sent to my former congre-
gation in Washington was finally sent to me here in Wisconsin where
I am presently on vacation. I have looked through the correspondence
as you requested and have my doubts as to whether I can take part in
what you are suggesting. I have assumed some responsibility with
Alex Schindler's Task Force on Outreach and am also in the midst of
working on the Hebrew Language Curriculum for the Commission on Jewish
Education. These two extra curricular activities have occupied a great
deal of my time lately. At this point in the year, I am reluctant to
assume another responsibility for fear that I will not be able to give
it my fullest attention.

The idea is most appealing and seems to have promise but I am
juds unsure at this point that I can assume that responsibility and give
it the time that it seems to require.

I appreciate your thinking of me and hope that I will be able
to be of service at some future time.

With best personal regards.
Cordially,

Lard

Rabbi Bernard H. Mehlman




WESTCHESTER R[FORM IEMP[E 255 MAMARONECK ROAD - SCARSDALE, N. Y. 10583

Jack Stern, Jr.
Rabbi

August 27, 1979

Rabbi Daniel Silver

The Temple

University Circle at Silver Park
Cleveland, Ohio 44106

Dear Danny:
Many thanks fox your lettexr of July 27,

Should the program come about, I shall be pleased
to take part,

I look forward to hearing from you and, meanwhile,

send my best wishes for the New Year,

S incerely,




@ongregation Beth Ahabah

1111 West Franklin Street
Richmond, Hirginia 23220

DR. JACK D. SPIRO 27 August 1979
RABBI

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver

The Temple

University Circle at Silver Park
Cleveland, Ohio 44106

Dear Daniel:

With regard to your letter of July 27th, I recently replied that
the area of Jewish education would be most suitable for me to
discuss., I would like to add counseling to this, I have been
certified in rational-emotive therapy, and I would be happy to
discuss the processes involved, why I find this form of counseling
to be consonant with Jewish values, the relationship between '"RET"
and my Jewish commitments, rabbinic '"authority" and the counseling
process, etc,

Warmest personal regards and best wishes during the preparatory
month of Elul,

P.S. Cordial greetings from Harold“Yand Gail Straus,

JDS:mpg




Septerber 5, 1979

Rabbi Herman E. Schaalman
Congregation Emarmel

5959 N. Sherddan Road
Chicago, Illinois 60660

Dear !lerman:

Following up on our correspondence concerning the Conference
prorram, I circulated the enclosed letter to a number of col-
leagues whose names the Task Force had suggested. Their answers
are enclosed. As you will see, with one exception, they are in-
trirued by the idea and more than eager to participate.

I know that you will be meeting in October and I shall be at Ox-
ford on sabbatical. If the Conference desires to go ahead with
the program, I wlll be in regular touch with my office and am
quite prepared to do the organlzing required. I would presune
that this would include correspondence with the chosen discus—
sion leaders to make sure that they are clear on our focus and
organizing a meeting before the Conference for everyone who will
be involved. We will need to know how many sections you would
like to dvide the program into.

I trust you and your family are well, that your sexmons are in
shape and that Chicago 1s enjoying better political health than
Cleveland. A Happy New Year.

,Sincerely,

.Daniel Jeremy Silver




BPRIPNRD 03308 TIXAN
CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS

790 MADISON AVENUE e NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 e (212) 734-7166

Office of the Executive Vice President

May 6, 1980

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver

The:: Temple

University Circle & Silver Park
Cleveland, OH 44106

Dear Dan:

Welcome back from Oxford and the Orient. I am eager to hear first-hand
about both.

It's too bad that I was in Philadelphia the day you were in New York. I
would have loved to have spent some time with you. Let's try again soon.

I have the feeling that the identity project just isn't catching on. As
you know, it is hard to get a handle on it. I suggest that we put it on
the back burner at least until Pittsburgh, when you, Herman, Jerome Malino
and I might be able to get together to try to determine what the future
of the project will be. Maybe it's just that we have so many other things
GOIDG + s s o

Warmest good wishes.

Shalom,

Rabbi Josgep Glaser

JBG/s
OFFICERS:
Jerome R. Malino, President Meyer Heller, Treasurer Elliot L. Stevens, Administrative Secretary
Danbury, CT Beverly Hills, CA New York, NY
Herman E. Schaalman, Vice President Robert J. Marx, Recording Secretary Sidney L. Regner, Executive Vice President Emeritus
Chicago, IL Highland Park, IL New York, NY
Joseph B. Glaser, Executive Vice President Sylvan D. Schwartzman, Financial Secretary Jacob R. Marcus, Honorary President

New York. NY Cincinnati, Ohio




Jogeph B. Glaser
o]l Conflerence of Amerdican Rabbis
Madison Avenue
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without our having to do much about 1t, if we were ever
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really effective in that respect.

I am glad you are well. With all good wishes 1 remain

L

Sinceedly,

Daniel Jerery Silver
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