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B.abbl Arthur Lelyveld 
Falrmount Temple 
23737 Falrmount Blvd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 44121 

Dear Arthur: 

February 23, 1977 

Aa you know, the Ta1k Force on Jewlah Identity beld a aemlnar on 
Univeraalism and Particularlsm on November 8-9, 1976. Nine paper• 
were presented to a eiseable audience of atudente and rabbis. The 
papers will be publiabed in a forthcoming iaaue of the Journal. 

We would like to convene the second seminar under tbe same aeneral 
rabrlc a1 tbe first. The first time around necessarily we bad to devote 
a good bit of time to determine where we are. We needed to position 
oar movement in this general area and, I think, we succeeded in doing 
ao. Now lt ls lmportant to raise tbe implied and implicit theological 
lasue. 

We envlalon another two day meeting. One aet of preaentatlone would 
focu■ on wbat haa been said about the legitimac~ of Jewish identity by 
oar thinker•. The theologians of the classical period were eager to 
break out of parochlal bounds rather than to turn inward. We need to 
know wbat they •aid and why. The larger group of papers would tackle 
varioa• theological tbeme• whlch impinge on our attitudes towards par­
tlcularlatlc lnvolvement (l. e. the misaion of lerael, measlaniam, tbe 
nature of the K 'lal, and prophetic Judai■m in an anredeemtld world). 
A tblrd set of papers would examine the qaeatlon of Jewiah identity as 
lt emerge■ in a non-American ellvlronmenta (Europe, Israel). 

We managed the flrat aemlnar on a budget of $1,000. We beld our 
Taak Force meeting ln conjanctlon wlth the Conference. No bonor­
arlmn• were pald. We woald pay only ezpenae■. We believe that 
$1200-1300 would take care of everything. Bernie Martin baa exprea■ed 
lntereat ln publlahlna the aecond aet of theae pape re. It mlgbt even 
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be poaalble for the Conference to pabllab an lmportant book of eaaay• 
derived from both conference•. 

I hope the Conference wlll make tbl• money avallable •o that we can 
contlnae the work wblch we have been aaked to do. 

Wltb all 1ood wlabe• I remaln 

Sincerely. 

Danlel Jeremy Sllver 

DJS:mp 

~t 
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Rabbi Joaepb Glaaer 
Central Conference of American Rabbis 
790 Madison Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10021 

Dear Joe: 

F eb rua ry 23, 1977 

When we viaited in New York we •poke of the Task Force'• concern 
that the subject of "Jewish Identity" be raised in the regions. Our 
original mandate from the CCAR Board was to stlmulate Board dia­
cuaaion and concern for this theme. We believe we now have the ba­
ils for an intelligent and interesting presentation. 

To review briefly, we held a two-day public conference in New York. 
The nine papers will be published in the swnmer issue of the Joa.mat. 
We are propoaing a second conference for the spring of 1978. If we 
get a provislonal go-ahead, a good bit of work will be under way be­
aide the published material. We would like to share our findings, con­
cem• and ongolng interests with colleagues. One way to do this would 
be to have members of the Task Force make presentatlon• at regional 
conferences. I have spoken of tbls to our Task Force and the men have 
lndlcated that lf the burden la not too great they would be willing to de­
vote the necea■ary time. We understand that there would be no fee for 
tbeae preaentatlona, a lmply espenaea. 

Probably the beat way to preaent thi• material would be to do lt in 
three aeaalona. I envlalon the flr•t a deacrlptive and ■oclologlcal 
preaentation. We have extenaive tape• of congregatlonal attitudes and 
have done a good bit of reaearch lnto congregational feeling• and prac­
tice• as lll111trated at such critical tlme• aa Roah .Haabanab and Con­
firmatlon, and in euch crltlcal place• •• tbe claaaroom. Inevltably, 
wbat l• belna done raiaea qa.eatlona of why. 

The aecond preaentatlon ab.oald be blatorlcaL Our tb.eologlana have 
aeceaaarlly written on the univeraall■t-particularlat theme. lt la 
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It l1 lntere1tln1 bow frequently they a11umed the le&ltlmacy of a 1u r­
vlval aaenda without deflnlng that lealtlmacy. They were more con­
cerned wlth jolnln1 the larger world and the a11wnptlon• led to tbelr 
deflnitlon of the mlaalon of Ia rael and propbetlc Juda lam a1 well aa to 
their di1tance from Zlonl1m. We could lllu1trate thelr po1itlon1 •y•­
tematlcally or by concrete example ln much the way Larry Hoffman 
did ln bl• excellent paper on The Lan1ua1• of Survival: Prayerbook 
and Llturay. 

The laat paper would take a crack at definln1 a liberal theoloaical po­
altlon on Jewlab ldentlty. Hopefully, tbl• preaentatlon would lead to 
a di1cu11lon of tbe relevant theme■: our mea■ianlc attltade■, tbe 
mla■lon of Iarael doctrine, •••umptlon• about a Judeo-Chrlatlan tra­
dltlon, our need to place onr■elve■ wltbln the Jewl■h rellalou■ continu­
um and the K 'la l etc. 

It would be beat for tbeae pro1r•m• to be preaented by two member■ 

of our Ta■k Force. Thi• would avold the poaalblllty of the ldioayncratic 
attitude• of any one per•on becomlna the foca■ of dl1c1111ion and would 
111arantee that the Task Force would have critical feedback from the 
partlclpants. It woald be our hope that we could tape the■e aeaalon■ 
ln the varlou1 reglon■ to dl1cover whether there are diecernlble ••c­
tlonal theoloalcal difference■ within the rabbinate - a ■abject wblcb 
ha• not been aufllclently ■tudled. 

We would be prepared to pre■ent one or two aacb realonal pro1ram1 
d11rln1 the 1977-78 ••••on. I would •u11e•t tbat Larry Hoffman and 
I ml1ht be an· appropriate duo for the flr■t presentation. Larry and 
I •bare an hl■torical attitude and that crltlcal dlepa11lon which I 
tblnk 11 important for the klnd of pre•entatlon we would llke to make. 

It i• my under1tandln1 that you wlll pre■ent thl• ■a11e1tlon at the 
Conference to the prealdent• of tbe varlou• re1ion1. I woald llke your 
tbinkln1 on tbl■ paper ahead of tlme •o tbat lt l• •• clear •• lt can be. 

I hope to bear from yoa ■oon. Wltb all aood wl1he1 I remain 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 
DJS:mp 
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UNIVERSALISM AND PARTICULARISM: A SEMINAR 

The historic forces which brought about the creation of Reform Judaism inevitably 
tilted the movement's political and theological concerns towards universalist 
theologies and social programs which emphasized citizenship and belonging. We 
had been outcasts and wanted to be included. We had a special learning and 
wanted to participate in " civilization." We had been a state within a state and 
wanted equal rights . 

These needs were desperately felt. For a century our thinkers continued to ex­
plore the tradition for those themes and emphases which validated these needs. 
But this is another age and other historic forces are at work. This is a time of dis­
appointment, a tragic era: no fellowship of men of good will has emerged. 

Fackenheim's eleventh commandment: "Do not give Hitler a posthumous 
victory" has suggested the ground on which a new thinking would begin. Our 
liberal movement has never held a conference directed solely by concerns of 
distinctiveness and particularism, and although some will see this as part of a 
"return" to tradition, we are not returning so much as turning, to the non-Jew 
and uncommitted Jew alike. The high-sounding pronouncements of prophetic 
Judaism, once so compelling, now seem pale, incredibly vague and naive, to a 
people who have endured the Holocaust, a century of Russian anti-semitism 
and a half-century of jihad. 

It is not a question of either/ or: either universalism or orthodoxy; either particu­
larism or ethical culture; but of a sharper awarness of where we are and what 
needs to be said , which provides the focus of this conference. 

Discussants were not chosen as representatives of a particular ideology. What 
they share is a concern for the development of a language which will effectively 
express Judaism's right to survive and reason for being, as well as the familiar 
prophetic concerns of Judaism. 

Registration fee: $10.00, which includes lunch on both days. 

There will be a brief opportunity for questions after each presentation. 



PROGRAM 

MONDAY.NOVEMBERS 

10:00 a.m. "Congregational Perceptions: The Tale of the Tapes" 
Rabbi Peter J . Rubinstein 
Rabbi Sheldon Zimmerman 

11: 15 a. m . "The Language of Survival: Social Action'' 
Rabbi Simeon J . Maslin 

12:30 Lunch 

1:30 p.m. "The Language of Survival: Curriculum and Text Book" 
Rabbi Stuart A. Gertman 

2:30 p.m. "The Language of Survival: Adult Education and Congrega­
tional Programs" 
Rabbi Bruce Warshal 

3 :45 p.m. "Universalism and Particularism in lnterreligious Dialogue" 
Rabbi Joshua O . Haberman 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER9 

10:00 a.m. "Contra Intermarriage: The Theological Position" 
Rabbi Bernard Martin 

11: 15 a.m. "The Language of Survival: Prayerbook and Liturgy" 
Rabbi Lawrence A. Hoffman 

12:30 p.m. Lunch 

1: 30 p. m. "The Language of Survival in Midrashic Sources" 
Rabbi Lou Silberman 

2:45 p.m. "Do We Mean What We Say? Do We Say What We 
Mean?" 

Rabbi Daniel J . Silver 
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ABOUT THE DISCUSSANTS 

PETER J . RUBINSTEIN is Rabbi of Woodlands Community Temple in White 
Plains, New York and a member of the CCAR Task Force on Jewish Iden­
tity. He has served on the Executive Board of the Jewish Peace Fellowship 
and the Advisory Board of the UDC. 

SHELDON ZIMMERMAN is Rabbi of Central Synagogue in New York City and 
on the Task Force on Jewish Identity. He is also Chairman of the CCAR 
Subcommittee on Alcoholism and represents the Conference on the Syna­
gogue Council of America. 

SIMEON J . MASLIN is Rabbi of K .A .M . Isaiah-Israel in Chicago and Editor of 
"A Guide For The Sanctification of Life" being prepared for the Conference 
by its Committee on Reform Jewish Practice. 

STUART A . GERTMAN is Associate Rabbi of Westchester Reform Temple in 
Scarsdale, New York, and has edited "What Is The Answer: A Guide for 
Parents and Teachers to Difficult Questions,, for the UAHC. 

BRUCE W ARSHAL is Rabbi of T ouro Synagogue in New Orleans and a mem­
ber of the Task Force on Jewish Identity. He has served on the Committee 
on Tenure and Security of the Conference and the Commission on Jewish 
Education. 

JOSHUA 0 . HABERMAN is Rabbi of Washington Hebrew Congregation in 
Washington, D .C . and a member of the Task Force on Jewish Identity. He 
is Chairman of the North American Board of the World Union for Progres­
sive Judaism. 

BERNARD MARTIN is Professor of Jewish Thought at Case Western Reserve 
U11iversity and Editor of the CCAR Journal. He is co-author, with Daniel 
J . Silver, of A History of the Jewish People. 

LAWRENCE A . HOFFMAN is Professor of Liturgy and Related Literature at the 
New York School of the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion 
and serves on the Liturgy Committee of the Conf ere nee. 

LOU SILBERMAN is Chairman of the Department of Religious Studies at Van­
derbilt University. 

DANIEL J. SILVER is Rabbi of The Temple in Cleveland and Chairman of the 
Task Force on Jewish Identity. He is co-author with Bernard Martin of A 
History of the Jewish People. 

The Task Force on Jewish Identity was created to undertake an investigation of 
the question, "Why should Judaism survive?" The Task Force envisions a 
two or three year dialogue concerned with study of Jewish distinctiveness 
and singularity as it is reflected in the Religious School, youth work and 
pulpit. 
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CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
790 MADISON AVENUE • N E W Y O R K , N. Y. 1 0 0 2 1 • (212) 734-7166 

OFFICERS . 

Office of the Executive Vice President 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

April 22, 1977 

I know you will be pleased to know that your request for $1,000 to 
continue the work of your Identity project was approved by the 
Executive Board. 

Warm good wishes. 

JBG/s 

Arthur J Lelyveld, Pres,dent 
Cleveland. Ohio 

Ely E. P1lch1k, Vice President 
Short Hills, N J. 

Jultan Morgenstern, Honorary Pres,dent 
Macon, Ga. 

Joseph B Glaser. Executive Vice President 
New York. N.Y 

Allred Woll. Treasurer 
Los Angeles Ca. 

Max A Shapiro, Recording Secretary 
Minneapolis. M,nn. 

Jordan Pearlson. Financial Secretary 
Toronto, Canada 

Sidney l Regner, Executive Vice Pres,dent Emeritus 
New York, N.Y. 

Elliot l Stevens. Adm1mstrat,ve Secretary 
New York. NY 

EXECUTIVE BOARD· Lasz10 Berk0N1ls, Falls Church, Va. • Marc Brownstein, Newington, Ct. • Hillel Cohn, San Bernardino, Ca. • Michael S Eisenstat. Coral Gables, A. • Royd S. Fierman, El Paso, Tx. • 
'Alfred Gottschalk, C1nc1nnall. Oh • Mar11n I. H1nchin, Alexandria. la • "Richard 0 . Hirsch, Jerusalem, Israel • Walter Jacob, Pittsburgh. Pa • Robert I Kahn, Houston. Tx • Robef't L. Katz, Cinc1nna11. Oh. • 
Nathan M Landman, Wright-Patterson AFB, Oh • Wdliam J. Leffler, Lexington. Ky II Robert L. Lehman. New York, NY • Simeon J Maslin. Chicago, II • W Gunther Plaut Toronto, Canada • Murrary I. 
Rothman, Newton, Mass • ·Alexander M. Schindler, New York, N.Y. • Richard F Steinbrrnk, PhUadelphia, Pa. • 'Jack Stern, Jr , Scarsdale. NY • ·Malcolm H Stern, New York, N.Y. • Frank N. Sundhelm, 
Tampa. Fl. • ·Moses Cyrus Weiler, Jerusalem, Israel • Leonard Winograd, McKeesport, Pa. 

'E x-offlc10 



Rabbi Lawrence A. Hoffman 
19 H lllcre It Lane 
Rye, New York 10580 

Dear Larry: 

April 29, 1977 

The material from oar Conference ie now in the works and 
wlll be published ln the summer issue of the Journal. I 
wae pleased to bear from Joe Cilaser that we have been granted 
enough money to hold a second conference. I would like to plan 
the conference at a Task Force meeting at the Conference. 
Would you indicate by return mail your avallabUtty at 8 A. M. 
on Wednesday, June 22, Thursday, June 23 or at noon on 
Wednesday, June 22? 

I have been asked to make a presentation to the presidents 
of our regions in the hope that they will hold mini-conferences 
on Jewish identity at their annual sectional meetings. I am to 
make this presentation Thursday at noon and would like to talk 
over it1 substance with you before that. 

Wltb all good wiehea I remain 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 

.. 



Rabbi Peter 1. Rublnatein 
Woodlands Community Temple 
SO Worthington. Rd. 
White Plains, N. Y. 10607 

Dear Peter: 

A p.ril 29, 1977 

The material from our Conference is now ln the works and 
will be published in the summer issue of the Journal. I 
was pleased to hear from Joe Glaser that we have been granted 
enough money to hold a second conference. I would like to plan 
the conference at a Task Force meeting at the Conference. 
Would you indicate by return mail your availability at 8 A. M. 
on Wednesday, June 22, Thursday, June 23 or at noon on 
Wednesday, June 22? 

I have been asked to make a presentation to the presidents 
of our regions in the hope that they will hold mini-conferences 
on Jewish identity at their annual sectional meetings. I am to 
make thia presentation Thursday at noon and would like to talk 
over its aubstance with you before that. 

With all good wishes I remain 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



Rabbi Bruce Warabal 
Touro Synagoiue 
P.O. Box 15186 
New Drleane, La. 70175 

Dear Bruce: 

April Z9, 1977 

The material from our Conference is now in the works and 
will be published in the summer issue of the Journal. I 
was pleased to bear from Joe Glaser that we have been granted 
enough money to hold a second conference. 1 would like to plan 
the conference at a Taak Force meeting at the Conference. 
Woald you indicate by return mail your availability at 8 A. M. 
on Wedneaday, June 22, Thursday, June 23 or at noon on 
Wedneaday, June 22? 

I have been asked to make a presentation to the presidents 
of our regions in the hope that they will hold mini-conferences 
on Jewiah identity at their annual sectional meetings. I a m to 
make thia presentation Thursday at noon and would like to talk 
over its substance with you before that. 

With all good wishes I remain 

Sincerely, 

Dan lel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



Rabbi Sheldon Zimmerman 
Central Synagogue 
123 E. 55th St. 
New York, N. Y. l00ZZ 

Dear Shelly: 

A pr il 29, 1977 

The material from our Conference is now in the works and 
will be published in the summer issue of the Journal. I 
wae pleased to hear fron1 Joe Glaser that we have been granted 
enough money to hold a aecond conference. 1 would like to plan 
the conference at a Task Force meeting at the Conference. 
Would you indicate by return mail your availability at 8 A. M. 
on Wednesday, June 22, Thursday, June 23 or at noon on 
Wednesday, June 22? 

I have been asked to make a presentation to the presidents 
of our regions in the hope that they will hold m ini-conferences 
on Jewish Identity at their annual sectional meetings. I am to 
make this presentation Thursday at noon and would like to talk 
over its substance with you before that. 

With all good wishes I remain 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



Rabbi Jo1hua Haberman 
Wa sh ington Hebrew Congregation 
3935 Macomb St. , N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20016 

Dear Josh: 

April 29, 1977 

The m aterial from our Gtonference le now ln the works and 
will be published in the summe r issue of the J ournal. I 
was plea sed to hea r from J oe Gla s er that we have been granted 
enough money to hold a second c onference . I would l ike to plan 
the conferenc e at a Task Force mee ting at the Conference . 
Would you indicate by return mail your availabillty at 8 A. M. 
on Vlednesday, J une 22, Thursday, J une 23 o r at noon on 
Wednesday, June ZZ? 

I ha ve be e n asked to make a presentation to the pres idents 
or our regions ln the hope that they wil l hold min i-confe rences 
on Jewish Identity at their annual sectional meetings. I am t.o 
make thle presentation Thursday at noon and would like to talk 
over its substance with you before that. 

With all good wishes I rema in 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 
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wooOlanos community tempt€ 

50 Worthington Road 
White Plains, New York 10607 

(914) LY 2-7070 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple • 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Danny: 

Thanks for your note. Any of the times 
you mentioned are available to me as long as 
you let me know in advance. 

I see from the Conference schedule that 
there will be a session on the issue. 

1 hope everything is well with you and 
1 look forward to seeing you soon. 

RABBI PETER RUBINSTEIN 

May 6, 1977 

Peter J. Rubinstein, Rabbi 

PJR/jm 
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WASHINGTON HEBREW CONGREGATION 
Ma sae chue e t te A ve nu e an d Ma c omb Street, N .W. 

WASHINGTON, D . C . 20016 

JOSHUA O . HABERMAN, 0 . H.L . 

Sen ior Ra bbi May 6, 1977 

Dear Dan , 

I see no problem at all with a breakfast meeting of 
the Task Force on either Wednesday or Thursday at 
8:00 A.M . I have a hunch that a Wednesday noon meet~ 
ing might be in conflict with other Conference events . 

Looking forward to seeing you at the Conference and 
with best regards, 

As ever , 

~-
fohu~ 0, Haberman 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland , Ohio 44106 
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RABBI SHEL DON Z IMMERMAN 

C&NTAAL IYNAQOQ UK 

123 £AST 15TH ITRarr 

N l:W YORK, N . Y . 10022 

Rabbi Daniel J e remy Silver 

The Temple 

May 9, 1977 
21 Iyar 5737 

University Circle at Silver Park 

Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan, 

Best times for me would be­

We dnesday, 8 a.m. June 22 

or 
Thursday, June 23 - 8 a.m. 

Best regards, 
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BRUCE S. WARSHAL, RABBI 

May 11, 1977 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

Enclosed is a copy of an article that I published 
in the current issue of Judaism. You will note 
that it grew out of our committee. 

I am leaving Toure at the end of May, and thus my 
personal schedule is slightly askew. Please do 
not schedule any committee meetings around me. 
At present, I expect to be at the conference and 
I assure you that I will be present at the com­
mittee meeting at any time that you set it. 

With best regards, 

Rabbi Bruce 

BSW/sbl 

Enclosure 

Warshal 
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Rabbi Peter J. Rubinstein 
Woodlands Community Temple 
50 Worth ington Road 
White Plain•, N. Y. 10607 

Dear Peter: 

May 17, 1977 

Let's plan on m eeting on \Vednes day, June 22 at 8 A. M. 
I w ill arrange a table for breakfast once we get there. 
Pleaae have a few ideas as to the themes you would like 
to ••• covered at oar eecond Particularism and Unlver­
aall•m Conference. 

Slncerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 
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Rabbi Lawrence A. Hoffman 
19 Hillcrest Lane 
Rye, N. Y. 10580 

Dear Larry: 

May 17, 1977 

Let'• plan on meeting on Wednesday, .June Z2 at 8 A. M. 
I will arrange a table for breakfast once we get there. 
Please have a rew ideas as to the themes you would like 
to see covered at our second Particularism and Unlver­
aalism Conference. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Sllver 

DJS:mp 
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Rabbi Br\lce S. Warshal 
Touro Synagogue 
P. O. Box 15186 
New Orleans, La. 70175 

Dear Bruce: 

Ma y 17, 1977 

Let 's plan on m eeting on Vlednes day, Jnne 2Z a t 8 A. M. 
I will arrange a table for breakfast once we get there. 
Please have a few ideas a1 to the theme• you •ould like 
to see covered at oar 1econd Particularism and Unlver­
sallam Conference. 

I have aeen the Jadal1m piece. You have rewritten it a good 
bit and tt la improved. Congratulations on it. And not lncl­
dentally, beet wishes in your search. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Sliver 

DJS:mp 
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Rabbi Sheldon Zimmerman 
Central Synagogue 
123 East 55th St. 
New York, N. Y. 10022 

Dear Shelly: 

May 17, 1977 

Let's plan on meeting on Wednesday, June 22 at 8 A. M. 

I will arrange a table for breakfast once we get there. 

Please have a few ideas as to the themes you would like 

to see covered at our second Particularism and Univer­

aall■m Conference. 

S incerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Sliver 

DJS:mp 
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May 17, 1977 

Rabbe, Joshua O. Haberman 
Washington Hebrew Congregation 
Massachusetts Ave. and Macomb St., N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20016 

Dear Josh: 

Let's plan on meeting on Wednesday, Jnn.e 22 at 8 A. M. 
I will arran.ge a table for breakfast once we get there. 
Please have a few ideas as to the themes yon would llke 
to aee covered at our second Partica.larism and Un\ver­
aaliem Conference. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 
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H EB REW U N I .V E RS IT Y. E R U SA L E 

INSTITUTE OF CONlEMPO RA~Y JEWRY 

.. May 19, 1977 

. 
Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver, .. 
The Temple, 
University Circle at Silver Park, ,, 
Cleveland, Oh. 44106. 

► 

. 
Dear Daniel: .. 

' 
, Thank you very much indeed for your letter of April 26 and for the materials 

enclosed. I remember with pleasure our meetings in Israel and ~n Cleveland, 
' and was delighted to hear from you again. . . . • 

.. . ' .. 
I read the papers you sent with very great interest and 1 ook forward to the 'i· 

• material which you will seed me on Jewish identity after your conference in 
June. When I read your paper ."Zidnism: A Response to the United Nations" 
I was reminded of the deep impression created by the appearance of your father 
three decades ago -- before a very different sort of United Nations. 

~ 

. Lam interested 'to learn about the attenti-on you are giving to questions related 
to Jewish identity. As you probably know, this is a central theme in my own 
research at the Hebrew University. I recently completed a comprehensive study 
of J~h identity i-n -Israeii and i-n -the Diaspora which will be published under 
the ti/le Jewish Identity: ·A Social ·psychological ·Perspective this coming sunmer 
by Sage Publications of Beverly Hills. . . . 
My heartiest •congratulations on -the important contribution to Jewish schol~rship 
which your two-volume A History of Judaism constitutes. 

t • ' 

I look forward very much to meeting you again when next you come to Jerusalem. • 
' .. 

With warmest greetings, 
' 

Herman 

P.S. I am sending you under separate cover a rep~int of a paper on*Zfonism 
and Pro-Israel ism." ,, p 

.. 



JOSHUA O .HABERMAN, D. H.L . 

Sen i o r Ra bbi 

WASHINGTON HEBREW CONGREGATION 
Ma11ec h~s•tt• Aven u e a nd Me c omb Str eet, N.W. 

WASHINGTON, O . C . 20016 

May 25, 1977 

Dear~,J-~, 

We have had an amazing response to the suggested break­
fast meeting for rabbis of very large congregations. 
Of the 25 men who were invited, 23 plan to attend . The 
other two will not be at the conference. This makes 
it 100% of all those who will be at Grossinger's. 

The general preference is for Tuesday morning, June 21, 
from 8:00 to 9:30 A.M. This is now our meeting date. 
If there is a change in your plans, please advise me 
imnediately. Kindly join us promptly at 8:00 A.M. so 
that we might have enough time to hear from all our 
colleagues who wish to express themselves on some of 
our topics. 

Enclosed is the agenda which has been somewhat revised 
in the light of suggestions by our colleagues. 

As ever, 

shua 0. Habennan 

P.S. Would you please be prepared , ~s a discussion st~rter. 
to present , within 2 tQ 3 minutes mqximum 1 yQur • 
answer to the question listed in item No , 4 on · 
our agenda? 



AGENDA SUGGESTIONS FOR PRIVATE MEETING OF 
RABBIS OF VERY LARGE CONGREGATIONS 

Tuesday, June 21, 8:00 A.M. to 9:30 A.M. 
at Grossinger's In a Separate Seating Area 

of the Main Dining Room 

1. New ways of involving the individual and "personalizing" membership 
in a very large Congregation. Also reactions to: 

a. Advisability of creating sub-congregations within the congrega-
tion such as a Young Peoples Congregation, etc. 

b. Are Chavurot the answer? 
c. Encounter Groups, life crisis seminars 
d. Experiential religious workshops, retreats, family camping, 

family trips to Israel, etc. 
e. New forms of Adult Education, such as parallel classes for 

parents of Religious School, lunch and learn groups 

2. The Senior Rabbi's dilerrma: 

.a. Maintain personal control or delegate? 
b. What to share and what not to share with junior colleagues. 

3. The senior rabbi's wisdom or unwisdom of fixing a retirement date 
and designating a successor. 

4. How could the CCAR and/or UAHC better serve very large congregations? 
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Jewish Identity, Jewish Survival and Israel 

Jewish identity is a misleading term. It suggests concern with a set of cul­

tural mannerisms - a concern which is clearly not at issue . As we use the term, Jewish 

identity is a shorthand phrase which asks the question: will there be another generation 

of Jews coming behind? 

Jewish identity became a popular theme about a decade ago. When our 

fathers discussed Jewish survival they discussed assimilation. Assimilation describes 

a problem. Jewish identity defines a desired result. This change of terms suggests a 

change of attitude . Our fathers accepted assimilation as a fact of life. We have ceased 

to be passive about our losses . 

Pre-Holocaust conference papers treated assimilation as a widespread in­

fection for which there was .no prescribed remedy, though it was believed that the con­

tagion could be contained by effective innoculation with the antibodies of Jewish education, 

home ritual and youth programs. Ass imitation was assumed to be the price the Jewish 

community had to pay for political and economic emancipation and social acceptance. 

In the past years attitudes have hardened. These have been difficult times 

for the Jewish people , It is no lo.nger simply a matter of religious affiliation, The per­

son who sheds his Jewish identity sheds, at the same time, his responsibility to a be­

leaguered people. The wanderer is not home when the Federation or the U JA solicits 

monies. He is not available when petitions must be signed or congressmen visited. 

He is not to be counted at rallies for Soviet prisoners of conscience or to protest Arab 

terrorism, We know who is in and who is out; and the sense of emotional distance widens 

each year that our world remains unredeemed, 

The intellectual environment also has changed, The Holocaust made us recog­

nize that the end of the Jewish people was conceivable. Demographic studies report 
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the rising rate of outmarriage and the fall in live births, There is no longer a Jewish 

mass i_n eastern Europe whose numerous progeny will make up for those who walk off. 

The social environment has changed. A generation ago disaffected young 

Jews tended to remain disaffected, but near or within the Jewish community, Today the 

disinterested go far and put down their roots in other social enclaves, not to mention 

Buddhist monasteries, Maoist cells and Youth for Christ communes , 

Jews tend to approach the question of Jewish identity according to individual 

need, For some the question is: how can I make sure that my child marries a Jew? 

For others the question is: how can the Jewish people be strengthened for the urgent 

political struggles which are ahead of us? Others ask: how can we build spiritually ful­

filling activity into Jewish life? How do we help clarify the goals of the Jewish commu­

nity? There are no simple answers. Indeed, to some of these questions there are no 

answers at alL As every educator knows, you cannot reason another into a commitment; 

commitment emerges out of experience . 

Question: Has reform Judaism contributed clarity or confusion on the issue 

of Jewish identity? Answer: Reform Judaism has contributed clarity and confusion, 

Our synagogues, schools and camps have provided the experiences through which Jewish 

commitm.ent is strengthened. Our theological postures have accentuated the conventional 

liberal disdain of labels and strengthened the ~lightenment's prejudice that group con­

cerns are necessarily parochial and narrow, Most congregations include a minority 

whose roots in reform go back four or five generations. At the same time those of us 

who know such folk recognize that many are deeply troubled by what they see as a re­

turn to Jewish ethnicity: the kippah, Yiddishisms, day schools, the Hebraisms of Gates 

of Prayer, 
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Reform began among those who wanted to join the larger society, She-lo 

asanu was eliminated from the liturgy. Parochial schools were discouraged. Zionism 

was attacked. The common bond was defined as congregational rather than national. There 

was little talk of mitzvot and much talk of civic duty. Our Geigers schematized history 

so as to associate the particular and the national with an earlier, more primitive period 

in our r e ligious development. 

Suspicion of the particular and the national did not end with the Columbus 

Platform. The Declaration of Principles of the Social Action Commission the UAHC 

adopted in 1952 proclaimed a holy crusade against a variety of social ills - not one of 

which related specifically to Jewish needs. The Conference on Universalism and Parti­

cularism, sponsored last November by your Task Force on Jewish Identity, was the 

first meeting sponsored by our rabbinic union ever to concern itself directly with for­

mulating a theology of particular ism and surv ival. 

Incidentally, much of the information in my paper and Ln. the presentations 

rests in the research presented at that Conference. 

In recent years much has changed. Auschwitz, 1948 and four Arab wars have 

brought into being an "If I am not for myself who will be for me" Jew - a type which 

troubles many in our conference for many among us cannot put aside their ambivalence 
/ 

about being caught up in prudential concerns . Our rabbinic forebearers took for granted 

that Jewish interests and a Jewish way of life can be legitimate ends in themselves; 

yet, many of us are hung up on the idea that our miss ion is somehow more to the Arab 

poor of Israel than to the poor in Israel from Arab lands . 

Studies presented at our Conference suggest that perhaps ten to fifteen per­

cent of our colleagues operate from an emotional or theological stance which accepts 

"Jewish II forms, texts and experiences not as valid in themselves, but only as effective 
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techniques which can sensitize Jews toward transcending values and loyalties . Such 

men use cantorial music, Sabbath ritual and Torah readings as symbols which point 

the way to much praised universal concerns. The value is not the Jewishness of the ex­

perience itself - the knitting of the bonds of amcha - but the power of that experience to 

lift up the larger good and encourage Jews towards the larger goal. Incidentally, the 

"Larger goal" is never clearly defined. I confess that I find it difficult to distinguish 

such use of symbols from the clearly manipulative activities of the Jewish Missionary 

Alliance who also use cantors, the Seder and Sabbath ritual to promote their messianic 

truth. 

Our studies make clear that the vast majority of our colleagues delight in 

"Jewish II forms and experiences for their own sake and actively defend the rights of the 

Jewish p'eople as well as of the common needs of mankind, £Ut, also, that we are not 

particularly successful in explaining this many-sided position to congregants. Many 

reasons suggest themselves!on the congregation's pa:;i a cultural penchant for instant 

definitions; on our partja predeliction for what I have called "golden words. We cannot 

resist adding the big words: righteousness, justice, freedom and peace to our perorations . 

l J 
Argument weak, add Amos here. We know everyone will respond and that's precisely 

the problem. The golden words mean everything, anything and nothing, 

Our commitment to social action must not blind us to the conceptual fallacy 

implicit in Reform's consecration of a set of abstract ideas as the essence of Judaism 

with the corollary that all else is tangential, Judaism defined as prophetic commitment 

or as ethical theism, represented an abject surrender to the dominant positivist constructs 

of the 19th century, The Enlightenment limited reason to a process of conceptualization 

which sought to discover the unity within apparent diversity. The success of this approach 
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was apparent in the flood of technical miracles which freed society from drudge labor. 

The social value of this approach lay in the fact that it gave the lie to all class or racial 

pretensions. Positivism dissolved each religion's claim to a monopoly of truth. There 

was no "true" religion, only complementary ways of achieving grace and redemption. 

Given the social value of such a universalist perspective, particularist concerns came to 

be seen as quixotic and regressive. For all its value there was a basic flaw in this 

conceptual process. Concepts appropriate to the laboratory are not appropriate to the 

study of man. Each individual is unique and each people has a special identity. The uni­

versal has value as a dream . The particular defines responsibility in an unredeemed 

hA s lJ..ei.. VP',~ h ~-ot~~ 1t,,,,.,o rt.y 
world. My paper quoted a paragraph from those Has idtc u-Pet ia slam, Alice '& ~ ged 

Eckard;which Josh Haberman brought to our attention:. that I would l~kE ~o PPP••• here: 

The very essence of Israel lies in her relating of the 
great heritage of the Jewish people and Judaism to normal 
political and social life. Without universal demands and 
responsibilities, particular human communities become 
self-centered, exclusivist, and subject to the corruption 
of power. But without any application to concrete human 
problems, universal principles remain empty dreams. 

Particularity is the home that keeps universality from 
flying away into abstract ideals; universality is the 
adventure that judges particularity and lures it away 
from self-concentration. 

Religions are born, preserved and perpetuated by communities. Attempts 

to abstract the teachings or essence of a faith from the living community always and 

necessarily fail to reflect the scope and depth of the real thing . Yet, that was our way 

of doing theology. We co.nsistently rejected the particular in favor of theological and 

p~Jt 
ethical abstractions. We preferred to talk about 1ile abstract and universal values, t» 

a pristine prophetic Judaism rather than explore the complex and variegated faith of the 
I 

Jewish people. Why? Because we desperately wanted to belong, to be acctped as the 



6 

same, because we were not satisfied with the Judaism we saw about us: a few dietary 

compromises, a mumbled Seder, an uninspired Yorn Kippur service, because we wanted 

Judaism to touch the vision, to inspire, to command noble deedsfand the abstractions 
~ 

are nothing, if not high-minded. But on the heights, the air is too thin to sustain the life 

of a people. 

Is there a compelling logic around which a theology of Jewish survival can 

be organized? Three themes do satisfy many of us . 

L Fackenheim's 11th commandment: not to give Hitler a posthumous victory. 

My generation grew up during the Holocaust, came of age during the late 40's and re­

sponds instinctively to this imperative. Aushwitz seems to justify anything we can do 

to strengthen Jewish life; but in our more reflective moments we recognize that the 

specifics of this mitzvah remain unstated. A recent bulletin announced a sermon advocating 

ZPG and a decision of the congregational Board to make Yorn ha-Shoah an annual memorial. 

Those who identify with this mitzvah want the Jewish people to survive, but are hard put 

to say specifically why and what for . 

3. The famous mission theme, all that our reform fathers meant by prophetic 

Judaism; that the Jewish peoples are to be a light to the nations , Noble words, but 

vague words, a bracing theme without implicit meaning, Nobility of expression must 

never be confused with profundity of thought. Mission talk has no specific point of ref­

erence. I have heard both the middle-class father who is satisfied with charity, law and 

order, and the young radical who is doing his all for the revolution, claim to be acting 

out their devotion to prophetic Judaism. 

Moreover, mission rhetoric suggested to many that the business of the Jewish 

community was parochial, essentially insignificant, and sometimes an obstacle to the 
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solution of the "big" issues and, therefore, illegitimate. The rights and needs of small 

groups often stand in the way of those who have seen redemption's grand design and who 

are determine d to lead humanity on a forced march towards its fulfillment. Vide -

Czechoslovakia . Yesterday it was Zionism that delayed the grand design of some mis-

sionaries. Today it is the political interests of Israel. Am I wrong to sense in some mis-

sion idealogues the desire to put a good bit of psychic distance between themselves and 

the rest of the Jewish community - a feat they accomplish by banding together to drama-

tize their role as critics? It is as if they were saying to themselves: 'How can the 

Jewish people (Read - I) be "the conscience of the world, if the world sees us as pre-

· occupied with prudential concerns? In every aspect of our private lives each of us recog-

nizes the compulsions of necessity. Yet, when it is not us but Israel there are those 

who demand of the Jewish state a moral discipline few, if any, have achieved . I some­

times wonder how much of the current push to lecture Israel arises out of the critics 1 

_..,.-
lw g L\11 bw'1e..~~ w~ or , e.-..> 

personal need to stay tight with brothers f~ the peace movement· - lJWAr unfortunate(y, 
J -

C.~ IU.i \ «.Air~ 
care more for an abstract ideology tha.n for the Jews of Israel or the coa•Hti ■!l'Mil of 

Lebanon, 

I had a meeting the other morning with half a dozen folk with whom I have 

worked for years in causes relating to Israel. They were troubled. "We want to talk 

about Israel's policies on the West Bank and Geneva. 11 We talked, but they were not 

relieve d , Their problem was emotional, not political, Finally, someone said: "It is 

not the same any more. I used to get such a warm feeling when our work was with Rus­

sian refugees and desalination projects and access to holy places. I still get that feel-

ing when I hear about Open Fences, but now so much of the time we are campaigning 
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for military aid or defending some complex point about who should sit with whom at 

Geneva. I'm more politician than Jew. " That is the problem: rabbis who must talk 

about ground-to - ground missiles and Dimona, We can n o long e r be holie r than thou -

wrap outselve s up in mission rhetoric and judge all lesser mortals severely for their 

parochial conce rns , Israel is caught up in the maelstrom of competing powers; yet, 

Israel must survi ve and we have some responsibility for her strength. Somehow, we 

must learn not to lay off our emotional and ideological needs on those of our brothers 

who have enough to carry without having to bear our need to appear righteous. 

Just as Israel is caught up in the world, so the Jews of Ame rica are caught 

up in our nation 1s economic and political life. We are no longer simply victims, out-

siders wanting in. The simplicities of the mission theme tell us to be active in civ il 

rights, the war on po verty and political reform; but so does the far more complex ethic 

which has been taught by our people .~~lder wisdom had the sense to couple "_E.ighteous 

~~~lt thou pursue" with "do not be !ighteous o vermuch, " Our push for equal rights 

must include a special concern for the rights of the Jewish poor. The tribunes of other 

minorities unabashedly demand special advantages and protections for their o\VIl. Can 

we not demand, at least, equality of treatment for our own? 

I spoke of the broad appeal of three "theologies , " Let us recognize that 

each of these justifications is a gut reaction to the existential realities of Jewish life, 

not a theology. They should be seen for what they are , open and honest emotional response s . 

They reveal the soul of the committed Jew, but cannot be@rhally)conveyed~o those who 

are not caught up in amcha, In many ways these responses are more immediate than 

any theolog~possiblyJbe, but we need to be self-conscious about our fe elings -

emotions must always b e 

~ '~ c> l flc:-c;td # 

pass tons , 

&llc.c-St t.U~ ~!) 
che cked by reason for we can be captivated byfl??PU r:rweP-thy 
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On the level of reason all we can say is: I am. Life is its own justification. 

The Jewish people is; therefore, the Jewish people has a right to be. Particularity 

is of the essence of being. On the level of theology all we can say is God gave us our 

theology of survival when ije entered into covenant with Abraham our father . God wishes 

us to be . I do not know what God's purposes are, but I affirm that He has a purpose for 

me, my people and all peoples; and that purpose is somehow tied up with my/our iden­

tity as Jews. Gene Borowitz cannot come up with an adequate theological scheme - no 

matter . In a quarter of a century of service I have never been asked for an adequate 

theological statement, I have been asked what being Jewish entails and how being Jew­

ish can enhance my life. By way of answer, asauli I suggest that our people's career has 

M 
not been inconsequentia¼, I describe what I have gained by being a Jew. 

The value of Israel 1s survival for the Jew, for you and for me, can only be 

stated confessionally. Identity is never given, identity is achieved. Each of us is what 

he is because of the home in which he was born, the community in which he was raised, 

the peer group of which he was a part, the attitudes of the school in which he was en­

rolled, the television programs which he watched and so on. 

If we want to think seriously about the question of Jewish identity, let us 

put aside that favorite Jewish ego trip which relates everything Jewish to categories of 

ultimate significance and cosmic purpose. Let us pu-r aside all pretensions of our being 

ind is pens ible to civilization. Let us talk intimately about what has happened and can 

happen to us because of our involvement in Jewish life. 

Jewish identity beg ins in Jewish experience, We are committed Jews because 

of our 
t'f,,e~ t ~C ~ bec.-At.tu 

personal experience~ raised in rabbinic or devoted homes! pur guts were churned 
"' /" 

by the Holocaust. We thrilled to our year in Israel. We moved through an identity eris is 
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tn a NFTY camp, We got involved tn demonstrating against Soviet repression, It ts 

the experience that moves . 

Do we prov ide such experiences in the synagogue? I put to you that the 

liberal synagogue is long on golden words and short on gripping experiences. Listen 

to a report on congregational activities made to our Confer ence on particularity. 

They include karate self-defense classes, disco parties, 
theatre parties, quilting classes, tennis parties, dinner 
dances, diet workshops, landscaping classes, advanced 
Chinese cooking classes, bowling, bridge and Mah Jongg 
leagues, square dances, sports outings, art auctions, rum­
mage sales, night at the races, progressive dinners, Monte 
Carlo nights and craft shows . Unfortunately, for a few con­
gregations these activities comprised essentially the total 
,erogramming available to a member (italics mine). 

The conventional condemnation of our synagogues as superficial, irrelevant and crass 

has some basis in fact. Can we honestly say that in our synagogues an individual might 

sense the palpable reality of Jewish living, the beauty of Kedushah, the charisma of 

hasidt,t, the unique insights of Torah, the encouragement that confirms hope. Fortunately, 

this is not the whole story, We talked to some who found comfort and encouragement -

the spirit - in their synagogue , We talked to some who found wisdom i.n the library, 

if not in the rabbi, the s imcha sbgl mitzvah in celebration and common purpose in the 

congregational family. 

In our world of massive convulsions it seems almost trivial to focus a dis-

cusston of Jewish survival in the synagogue, but we should concentrate on our place 

because the synagogue is a place where Jews are (because it is an institution we can 

affect) and because the synagogue uniquely can transform gut feelings into insightful 

responses . Ideally, the synagogue will raise up .not only the will to live, but a wisdom 

worth living by. 
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Unfortunately, many of our synagogues are long on the golden words and 

short on meaningful celebration. Unfortunate ly, express ions of hitlaha vut are restrained 

by middle-class notions of decorum. Unfortunately, the sacredness of Jewish experience 

is often sacrificed to showmanship. "You have to bring them in first, rabbi. 11 Unfor­

tunately, we use the tired language of the middle-aged and the middle-brow rather than 

the compelling language of the young and the imaginative. 

Many complain that today's active synagogue depends too much in our youth 

work on Israel trips and friendship circles . Why not? Many say the Jewish Catalog is 

only busy work with a Jewish fragrance. I agree, So what. Our schools need a curri­

culum which permits cumulative learning, but first the schools must reach our children 

in their childhood. Our congregations need a prayer book which expresses the heights 

of Jewish feeling, but first we need a prayer book which expresses Jewish feeling . Be­

fore we can meet the adult with Jewish insights we must meet him in his Jewish inno­

cence, An earlier generation tried to make the synagogue coherent, high-toned and 

disciplined, I plead for incoherence and diversity - for life , 



June 27, 1977 

To: CCAR Task Force on Jewish Identity, Rabbis Stuart Gertman, Joshua Haberman, 
Lawrence Hoffman, Peter J , Rubinstein, Bruce Warshal, Sheldon Zimmerman 

From: Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 

As promised, a brief recap of our luncheon discuss ion, 

I. We will hold a second conference in the spring, 

II. The conference will center on effective approaches to involvement m Jewish identity. 

(On reflection, I feel that at least one morning or afternoon 
should be devoted to the theoretical question raised by Shelly's 
response to my paper: intellectual hindrances to particular ist 
approaches and congregational perceptions , Besides his em-
phasis on privatism, we might locate other cultural assumptions 
which make our people deaf to our teachings Le, the current in-
terest in the contradictory values of community and doing one's 
thing. Do you have other suggestions?) 

Six or seven areas can be explored: 1) the State of Israel; 2) the Holocaust, the end of 
the Jewish people; 3) havurot and community; 4) schools and camps; 5) the arts; 6) the 
rabbi; 7) the synagogue. 

L We might begin with a paper analyzing the current renaissance of synagogue mem­
bership aid a paper analyzing the special qualities of the new membership (single per­
son families, Josh's "Jewishness without Judaism"), David Ellenson was mentioned 
for the first paper, Do you have any other suggestions? Could one man approach both 
questions? 

2. A paper dealing with current blind spots, cf, above , I think Shelly ought to work 
out his privatism theme more completely, This would get it into print and ready for 
broad distribution , Who could do a paper on our schizoid approach to community and 
liberation? 

3. Various analyses of the groups listed above and how their activities might contri­
bute towards Jewish identity etc, 

a) Analysis of the community as an agency of survival, Brian 
Lurie and Earl Jordan were mentioned. There must be other 
men who have worked within Federation structures , 

b) Analysis of Israel as an agency of survival. Michael 
Klein was suggested, Henry Skirball, Bob Samuels, Alan 
Levine would be interesting if they will be in this country, 
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c) Analysis of new and old patterns of community, The name 
of David Ellenson came up again. One of our Hillel people 
might be interesting, Richard Levy, Hirsh Cohen, Richard 
Israel, or we might ask a layman to talk, somebody who comes 
out of the social work or human relations world. Any ideas? 
Is this an area Norman Cohen might tackle? 

d) Analysis of the Jewish people and the Holocaust as an ar­
gument for survival, Albert Friedlander, Elie Wiesel, Steven 
Schwarschild . 

e) The school and camps - Stuart Gertman should deal with 
the problem which troubles him and us: can one offer an in­
tellectual as well as experiential answer to the "why" of Jewish 
survival? Bill Cutter was mentioned as a man who could deal 
with confluential education, but he might not be willing to wrestle 
with the other part of the problem, Any other suggestions? 

f) The rabbi and his role - we have never had a good analysis 
of what the rabbi stands for within the symbolic concept of his 
work and worship. How is he perceived? What he sees himself 
as? How does what he does there affect this context? Larry, 
how about it? 

g) The synagogue as an agency of Jewish survival. Someone 
should take up where my paper left off. Who? 

In the process of matching themes and men, a few other names were thrown out which 
I could not immediately fit in: John Malina, Michael Morgan, Mitchell Chafitz, The 
name of Ira Silverman (AJC) was also mentioned , He is a fine researcher and might 
be useful in the analysis of synagogue membership. 

It will be most useful if you would draw up a possible schedule for our conference 
with topics and names , I will try to put it all together, 

III I spoke with the presidents of various regions at lunch about our offer to take a 
program about our concerns to them, We should be hearing from some of them as 
the year progresses , 

It was too bad that our session came at the tail end of the Conference, but between the 
printed paper and Josh's and Shelly's fine additions I think we got our concerns across, 
The Journal will be out this summer with the papers of Conference, Clearly, we have 
begun raising up the issue of particularism. As always, I am grateful to you. You 
are a stimulating group to work with. 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 
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R bbi J ose?h Cl ser 
Centra l C onferenc e of American Rabble 
790 Madison Avenu e 
Ne,v York, N. Y. 10021 

Dear .Joe : 

I ,nant to thank you fo r the opportunity to speak ~Jith the presi­
d e n ts f the regions . Bet,ueen the printed oa . er, the morning 
s e ssion, the publication o f the Conference pa pers in the next 
is sue o f the J ournal, next spring's confe rence and presentation 
at several regional meetings, ~,e ha ve the pot boiling nicely. 

If there a re extra copies of m y lecture lying a r ound I ,,,ould 
a ppreciate a rew of them. I ,~ant t o send them to sever al tay ­
n 1en ,'(,hom I .respect fo r their comments. I have been invited 
to prepare one Saturday afternoon session at the t .At.JC :Aienni~l 
and I ,-ant to focus on the c ongre at·on side rJf thi! . 

Inc identally, I would a p pr e ciate it if Stuart Gertm#\n c~ttld be 
added to our task force. He baa been at oar meeting• and ie a 
helpful tie to ottr edncation.al establlshment. 

You ran a good conference. Thanks. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 
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Dear Danny: 

I and all 
grateful to 

the Conference are profoundly 
you for the superb paper. 

I wish you all 

eep/ep 
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./ 
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Otf,ce of the Executive Vice President 

June 28, 1977 

TO: REGIONAL PRESIDENTS 

That was a good meeting we had at lunch on Thursday at Grossinger's. I am 
following up on my promise to provide you with the list of available scholars, 
although most of you have picked your scholars, and their subjects. 

The way the schedule for kallot looks now is as follows: 

Canada - Week after Pesach in April 
Northeast - March 13-16 
Greater New York - March 
Mid-Atlantic - April 30-May 3 
Southeast - April 9-12 
Ohio Valley - April 30-May 3 
Mid-West - January 8-10 
Southwest - January 30-February 1 
Pacific - January 2-5 

• 

We are lacking only Olicago and eastern Pennsylvania. 

Please remember that the invitation is to go to the scholar from the CC'AR office. 
After the CC'AR office confinns to the president of the region that the scholar 
is available, the region contacts the scholar and makes specific arrangement s. 

The CC'AR pays the honorarium and the travel expense to and from the kallah. The 
region pays the local expenses for the scholar . 

. / At the meeting of the regional presidents at Grossinger1 s, Dan Silver explained 
the CCAR Identity Project. We have asked Dan to prepare a brief, written descrip­
tion of how this project would work at regional kallot, either instead of or along­
side the usual scholar guest and it is enclosed. I reconmend that you consider 
utilizing this as it is a fine way of providing input from all around t he CCA.R 
to a very importan~ project, and also gives Dan's task force an opportuni t y to 
extend its experience. It is a most worthwhile project and certainly one i n which 
we are all vitally interested. 

, ,,.r 11J1:- P3 

In October, we will be trying out a 
Valley. We will report the results 
salutary, you may very well want to 
schedule a separate seminar such as 
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pilot project on Coomunications in the Ohio 
of that workshop to you, and if t hey are 
program that into your kall ah a s we l l, or 
the Ohio Valley is doing. 

M.1x A Shap,ro, Recordmg Socret1J1y 
M,mwapohs. Minn. 

.l0r11nn Peruli.on, F111anc,a1 Seci er,11 y 
lo,onto, Canada 
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REGIONAL PRESIDENTS -2- June 28, 1977 

In planning your kallah, please arrange for time· f or a representative of the 
Rabbinical Pension Board to speak early in the program , and a t a time when 
there will be optimum at t endance . We cannot underestimate the vast importance 
o f the Pension Pla n, but unfortunate ly, we often do . And then it is too l ate . . . . 

We a l so took up the question of having women rabbi s or wome n r<:1bbinica l students 
a t the kallah. Three of t he r egions have a l-ready arranged fo r this and three 
othe rs agreed to do so . It is important to try to do this for the puz-poee of 
consciousness-raising amongs t our colleagues , which will be an important facto r 
in the success or failure of the fema le r abbinate . If you pres i de over one o f 
the f our r egi ons which was not represented at the meeting by its president, you 
might want to c ontac t me individua lly about this . Unfortunately , the Conference 
has no money for transportation but the r e gional presid ents meeting decided tha t 
it would no t be inappr opriate to a sk the Colle ge-Institute to take care of such 
expenses . 

Complaints were register ed about professors who come as kallah l ec turers and try 
to j am their thre e l ec tures into a day or a day and a half. Although I will 
certainly, in communica ting with them, stress the lmportance of spaced l ectu:ces 
and their being at the kallah fo r its entire duration , ul timately i t cepends on 
you to firm this up wi t h your scholar . 

Let us s t ay in t ouch regu l a r l y , and if you have any questions abou t t he above or 
the a ttached materials> please contact me right UHay . We wi ll S fl.ve a lo: of c on -­
fusion and grief l a t e r on if we can achj eve fu ll coopc!rati on . 

Best wishe s for a plea san t summer . Sha l om . 

J oseph B. Glase r 

JBG: sk 
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A PROPOSAL OF THE CCAR IDENTITY fROJECT 
by the 

CCAR Task Force on Jewish Identity 

June 1977 

The Task Force on Jewish Identity was created to encourage thinking in 

the area of theology of particularity. The Task Force has sponsored a two-

day conference in New York and a morning session at the recent convention. It 
. 

has examined current curriculum, preaching, worship and congregational life 

generally, in order to ask whether Reform Judaism has effectively transmitted 

the sense of joy of peoplehood as well as our prophetic conce'flls. 

To further carry out its mission, the Task Force will sponsor another 
I 

conference in 1978, publish the results of the.first conference in the CCA.R 

Journal, and proposes to report some of its findings at regional conferences 

of our colleagues. It is assumed that such a regional program would include 

a resume of findings to date, a statement of concern and a presentation dealing 

with a theology of Jewish survival or Jewish identity. The purpose of these 

meetings is to stimulate discussion and reflection. One session might deal with 

practical findings, another with the question of particularity within Reform 

thinking, and a final session would suggest areas of programming in which we 

could encourage wider and easier involvement in amcha. 

Members of the Task Force on Jewish Identity are labbis Stuart Gertman, 

Joshua Haberman, Lawrence Hoffman, Peter Rubinstein, Bruce Warshal, Sheldon 

Zimmerman, and Daniel J. Silver, chairman. 



, 

~ylvi" Kay CCAR office N. Y. 212-734- 7166 

Joe Glaser has sent out a letter to regional presi-
dents and in it he says r_ba ve asked Dan to prepare 
a brief written description about the CCAR identity 
project. She would like you to call her today and 
dictate a paragraph or two on it so that they don 1t 
lose any more time, 



The Task Force on Jewish Identity was created to encourage thinking in the 

area of a theology of particularity. The Task Force has sponsored a t~,o -day conference 

in New York and a morning session at the recent~lt has examined current 

curriculum, preaching, worship and congregational life generally in order to ask 

whether Reform Judaism has effectively transmitted the sense and joy of peoplebood 
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To further carry out its miss ion, the Task Force will sponsor another 

conference in 1978, publish the results of the first conference in the Journal and pro­

poses to tell some of its findings at regional conferences of our colleagues . It is 
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Daniel J. Silver, Chairman, 



Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

,,n'N 
n,,i1,~ 

.n,.,,;,.nr., 
i1P'1Y.>N:J 

Rabbi Daniel J. Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Si Iver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

PATRON OF HEBREW UNION COLLEGE - JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100 CABLES UNIONUAHC 

DEPA ATM ENT OF 
INTERRELIGIOUS AFFAIRS 

June 30, 1977 

Let me begin by telling you how much I enjoyed seeing you at the Con­
ference and how stimulating I felt your paper to be. It is that very 
stimulation that prompts me to take up your suggestion with this letter. 

I am very disturbed by what I perceive to be a philosophy of Jewish sur-
vival for its own sake. It seems to me that survival is the right of an 
individual, but that a group's survival must be justified. For me, the 
survival of Judaism must be predicated on its abi I ity to make a contribution 
to the world, and not simply the fact that it has existed for thousands of 
years. 

Thus, to talk about strategies for promoting Jewish identity, whether they 
rely on Israel, ethnicity, the arts or even anti-Semitism, seems to fal I 
into the "survival for its own sake" trap. We can only avoid this trap if 
we discuss the values and ideals upon which our survival depends at the 
same time that we discuss the strategies. (It occurs to me that the strategies 
themselves may evolve from the ideals.) This becomes even more crucial when 
we remember that we are dealing not only with children for whom strategies 
alone might suffice, but with adults as wel I. 

That is the basis upon which I have suggested the development of a set of 
survfval theologies that are internally consistent. To this end I think 
that the next conference should deal with this subject as well as the others 
that have been suggested. I suggest to you that Jack Stern would be a marvelous 
presenter in this area. He is not only a thoughtful rabbi, but I know that 
he shares my feelings on this matter and has developed a theology of survival 
for himself. He also operates from the vantage point of a congregational rabbf 
who must work in a practical, as well as a theoreticaG framework. I am certain 
that his presentation would be not only of high quality, but also thought 
provoking. Though he is not a philosopher, he has the ability to synthesize 
th at th i s top 1 c req u 1 res. 



Rabb I D. S f I ve r -2- June 30, 1977 

I know that you will consider this suggestion seriously. I look forward 
to knowing the final plans for the program. I would simply caution that 
consideration be given to the occurrance of the UAHC Biennial in San 
Francisco in November. I would strongly recommend that our conference 
be held after the Biennial to avoid conflicting with it. 

Hoping you have a pleasant surTYner, and looking forward to seeing you 
soon, I am 

Q)rdfal ly yours, 

/ ~ 
/ Rabbi Stuart A. Gertman 

Director 



~44L~~ 
HEBREW UNION COLLEGE- JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

Cincinnati • New York • Los Angeles • Jerusalem 

Dear Daniel, 

40 WEST 68th STREET • NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10023 
(212) 873-0200 

Thanka for the minute• and thoughtful suggestions. ·What follows 
is my reaction, Rt leas, in part.· 

.. ,... . - ,. 

1. Thanks for tbe invitation, but I cannot see myself taking 
on another assignment now, not if I want· to d~ it justice, 
and, at any rate, the proposed topic is one which I have 
never rea\ly investigated at all. It lies outside of my 
field as far as scholarly consensus is concerned. I would 
gladly include it within my field, but to do so would require 
the will and the time to launch a new full-scale research 
project, including novel methodology. The will I have--but not 
the time. 

2. I don't think Norman Cohen will do anything that is not 
in hla field of midrash. But you can always ask him. He will 
not accept anything he does not want to do, and will not do 
anything poorly. 

3. I suggest the name of George Johnson, the mal'who puts out 
the Analysis brochures, from Washington. He is really an 
expe'rt in c&iiaunity, a proven researcher, a dedicated Jew. 
I know him to be a brilliant mind. He was once an assimilated 
Jew with no Jewish concern, but he returned to the fold 
after serving in Vietnam. About the same time he gave up 
law -- though he could have followed the usual paths along 
Wall St. easily. He started learning Hebrew and studying things 
Jewish, found a job doing Jewish research, has gone back and 
forth to Israel, recently married an Israeli, and la a 
relatively Orthodox Jew. You cannot find a better expert on 
chavurot, since he has been a meaber of one for years. And 
~e 6as-already researched patterna of Jewish 110bility, 
new foraa of belonging to synagogues, etc, for hie Analy•i• 
reports. 

4. Skirball •f'-'nda good to ae baaed on what student• have 
said. Apparently he haa had considerable iafluence on their 
Jewish identity. 



s. Ellenaon can do any of the thing• you mention. Be baa Ph.D. 
training from Columbia in 1ociology, and ia a dedicated and 
insightful Jew. 

6. A graduate this year might be conaidered: Paul Joseph, 
now in Monterey. He is a mature person, about my age -- ao older 
than hi• colleague• just out of school -- with a fascinating 
past. I can vouch for his sound mind and ability to analyse 
problems. He work•d for Gunter Hirschberg for 3 years here, 
and did a masterful jol, while. learning about aynagogue life 
in N.Y. Before becoadng a rabbi, he studied anthropology and 
did group work with drug addict•. He ia . a convert to Judau a ., 
a man who truly care• • Whatever he does, he doe• well •. 

-
If I think of anyone else, -I wj.l_l let yau know. Meanwhile, 
have a good •'l!'INT. 

T' 

' . Sincerely, 

~ _Larry~n 

,. 

... 
J 

, . 

..... 

. . 



July 7, 1977 

Ra bbi Jo■eph Glaae.r 
Central Conference o f Ame r ican Rabbis 
79 1.1ad ls ,:>n ,e . 

. Y. lOO21 

I do not kn o~, what res pons you ,,.yill ha 1e to the ?OSS ibility 
o i s s tons a J."eg Lona l .rcb Lon & , but tf the s c cl )Ccnr it , ... •ott ld 
b nlce o have ava 1. lable col) es of the next J ott rnal ,·vhic h ,,.,ill 
P-'lnt he pa pers of 0uc- 0-.:>nferenc e. C0 uld the C;nfcrenc e a f ­
fo rd LO run s e veral hundred off~rtnts '>f th is series? I kn"),:c• 
n1en will receive c optes , but I also kn.:,,.,, that the y are no t fully 
r ead and often n, isplac ed. 

Let m e try out another idea. ·,·hen I edited the J 0urna l n•e 

ran two conferences on ethics. I Clllled the best of this rna -
terial a nd it ~"',as published by Ktav under the title Judaism a nd 
Ethics. The C onferenc e o,"ned the c opyright and received ,:c•hat­
e ver royalties ,·vere involved. •H0uld yon be inte res ted in n1y 
exploring aome suc h ar r:-angement based on la st ye::\ r ' s C nn fer ­
ence and the upcon> ing one? 

VT ith all good wiehee I remain 

Sincere \y , 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



From the Desk Of 
Rabbi Elliot L. Stevens 

(212) 734-7166 

Ju1y 20, 1977 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
C1eve1and, Ohio 

Dear Dan, 

I broached the idea of a new publication, 
consisting of the papers of last November's colloquium 
and the one now being planned, to Bernie Scharfstein 
of the KTAV Publishing Company. 

Bernie's immediate reaction was that there would 
not be much of a market, inasmuch as half of the book 
is being circu1ated free to the primary market for 
this material, namely, to the entire membership of the 
CCAR in the Summer Journal. 

Nevertheless, he asked you to send him copies of 
the papers soon to be published in the Summer Journal, 
and he'll let us know whether he thinks a popularly­
priced paperback might be possible. If you would send 
these papers here, we would forward them, or you can 
send them directly to Bernie at KTAV, 75 Varick Street, 
New York, NY 10013. 

Best wishes for the rest of the summer. 

Sincerely, 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
790 Madison Avenue • New York, N. Y. 10021 



I .. 

Rabbi William Cotter 
HUC-JIR 
3077 University Mall 
Los Angeles, Califo rnia 90007 

Dear Bill: 

August 17, 1977 

I am writing to you on behalf of the Conference's Task Force on 
Jewish Identity. We have been aathorized by the Executive Board 
to hold a second conference on Universalism and Partict1lariam 
which we have scheduled tentatively for the New York school on 
March 13-14 of 1978. The Task Force has asked me to invite yon 
to present a paper at that conference. 

The conference will focus on two general areas: intellectual and 
cultural impediments to particularist thinking; and effective ap­
proaches to involvement in Jewish identity and Jewish survival. 
We would like yot1 to deal with a topic wh ich bridges both themes. 
Is it possible, a• an educator, to offer oar students an intellectual 
as well as an experiential explanation of Jewish survival? Can the 
question 'why" be anawered? If so, what kind of answers have 
some chance of being listened to? How can the school and camps 
help onr young people conceptualize and shape ideas which will in­
volve them both in the mission of Israel and in the existential ur­
genciea of Jewleh eurvival? 

I know of no one who coald more effectively and intelligently help 
a• think through thla problem area. I hope yoa will be willing to 
participate. We will, of coarae, defray your espen•e• to New York. 
We hope to pablleh the paper• presented ln the .Journal. Incidentally, 
the record of the first conference will be in the next leene or the 
Joarnal. 

With all good wl•hea from hoa.se to bon1e, I remaln 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 
DJS:mp 
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Rabbi Irwin Blank 
Temple Ohabei Shalom 
1187 Beacon St. 
Brookline, Mass. 0 2146 

Dear Irv: 

Au us t 17, 19 77 

As you kno\V, the Conference authorized the Task Force on Jewi1h 
Identity to hold a conference on Universalism and Particularlam 
last November. Thie conference was held and proved of value. 
The papers will be published in the next issue of the Journal. The 
Executive Committee has now authorized a second convocation. We 
plan to hold it at the New York school on March 13-14, 1978. I 
would tike you to take part. 

We will focu.s on three themes: widespread aaitural a ssumptiot1t1 
wh ich dim inish the impact of particularist concepts (one world, 
humanity, Judeo-Christian tradition); effective approaches to con­
gregational involvement in Jewish identity; and liberal theologies 
of Jewiah 1arvival.. I woald like you to address yourself to th is 
laet topic. You have identified yourself actively with all of the ma­
jor "prophetic" cauaes and been a staunch defender of amcha. You 
are committed to Jewish survival. Why? What are the bas ic prin­
ciples which shape these commitments and how are they adjagted 
to each other? Row do you balance the aarvival of Israel and the 
mle•ion of l•rael? 

This aection of oar conference wlll be devoted to the general topic, 
"Why Survival - A Per■onal View", and I hope you will present 
one such reflection. 

Everyone i• well here. My two boy• will be ln Cambrldge tbi• year 
•o I will be ln or around Boaton at •ome time. With all good wl•hee 
from hoa•e to house, I remain 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Sliver 
DJS:mp 



Dr. Panl M. Steinberg 
HUC - JIR 
40 W. 68th St. 
New York, N. Y. 10023 

Dear Paul: 

August 17, 1977 

The Conference has authorized a second 1en1inar on Univeraallam 
and Particularism. We would like to hold it again at the College­
Ins titute in New York, preferably on Monday, March 13 and Tnee­
day, March 14, 1978. As was the caee last November, the con­
feren.ce woald laat two da ya. We would invite students, facalty, 
the rabbinate in the New York area as well as anyone else who 
cared t o attend. Wo11ld the College again be will lag to be our host? 
We would, of course, defray the expenses of any food which would 
be served. You were rr.ost gracious to us last year and I am deep­
ly grateful. 

I traat everything is well. It has been a busy, bnt pleasant, sum­
m er. ·l did aome writing and the Cleveland weather has been be tter 
than us11al. With all good wisbee from bou■e to bou•e I remain 

Sincerely, 

Daniel J'eren1y Silver 

DJ'S :mp 
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Rabbi Jack Stern, Jr. 
Westchester Reform Temple 
255 Mamaroneck Road 
Scarsdale, N. Y. 10583 

Dear Jack: 

AUbUSt 17, 1977 

As you know, the Conference's Task Force on Jewish Identity spon­
sored a two-day seminar on the general theme of Univeraalism and 
Particularism in New York City last November. At that time we 
examined a number of aspects of synagog ue life (liturgy, the school, 
the pulpit) and asked whether any effective message about the ulti­
mate significance of JeNish survival was manifest in these activities. 
These papers will appear in the Journal. The paper I presented at 
the Conference was my own reflections on the seminar. 

The Conference has authorized a second convocation. \Ve plan to 
hold it at the New York school on Monday and Tuesday, March 13-
14, 1978. I would like for you to take part. Thia second conference 
will focus on three themes: widespread cultural assumptions which 
diminish the impact of particularist concepts (one world, humanlty, 
Judeo-Christian tradition); effective approaches to congregational 
involvement in significantly Jewish activity; and the development of 
liberal theologies of Jewish survival. The Committee baa asked me 
to invite you to present a paper in this last area. 

You have been actlve 1n all the major "prophetic" cau1es and, at 
the same time. yon have been concerned with the 1urvival of the 
Jewi•h comma.nlty and Iarael. What intellectual framework shapes 
this wide ranging activlty? How do you balance the survival of Is­
rael arid the ml1alon of Israel? I hesitate to ask you for a strictly 
theologlcal paper because I believe that our basic commitments are 
emotional rather than philoaophic, bat yoa have shaped your thoughts 
along pblloaopbic linea. What lines? Row do yon expre1a theee to 
your congregatlon and to other•? 



- -

Would you be wllllng to undertake thl• •••lanment? 

I truat the summer baa been a pleaaant one. With all good wishe1 
I remain 

Sincerely, 

Danlel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



Rabbl Paul Jo•eph 
Temple Beth larael 
P.O. Bo.x 14 
Monterey, Calif. 93942 

Dear Paul: 

August 17, 19 7 7 

I am writing to you on behalf of the Ta•k Force on Jewi•h Identity. Yoa 
may recall that we aponsored a conference on Univeraaliem and Parti­
cularism at the New York achool in November of laat year. The Con­
ference bas now given us authorization to hold a follow-up convocation 
which we plan to do in New York on Ma r ch 13 and 14 o f 1978. 

We plan to devote this conference to three themes: the intellectual im­
pediments to particularist thinking; examples of effective and stlma­
lating involvement in Jewlsh lifei and personal statements or theology. 
The committee woald like you to take part in thi• conference with a 
paper which 'Woald bridge two of these them es. 

Deapite Arthur Cohen's deriding of the myth of the Judeo-Chrietian 
tradition, there ls a wlde-apread aa•umption of its existence. If there 
la a common core western m onotheism and its values are generally 
acce ptable. there ia little reason to maintain the d istinctiveness of the 
two tradition• or to position one's family carefully in a limited world. 
Thia ia the araument of many Christian and Jewish humanists, or the 
Jew• for Jeaa• and others. We woald llke you to examine the reality or 
lack of reality of thl• concept. Speak a• per•onally ae yon can of the 
perceived difference•. Oar hope l• that yoa can au.gge■t the changed 
atance which Jewish identity involve•. 

I am not eager for yoa to bani thing• oat. We want yoa to exam ine 
apeciflcally the myth/reality of the concept or Judeo-Chriatian tradi­
tlon and to relate that analyai1 to the concepts of Jewish identity and 
Jewi•h aurvival. 



,r. • 

I hope you can be part of this experience. The Taak Force will, of 
coarae, defray your expen••• to New York and we hope to arrange for 
the publication of theae paper• ln the Journal. 

Wlth all good wlahe• for the New Year I remain 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

D.TS:mp 
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A ugus t 18, 1977 

Rabbi ~V. Gunther Plaut 
Holy Bl ssom Tern~ • 

1950 Bath 

Dear Ountber. 

As you know. the Task Force on Jewish Identity sponsored a con­
ference on Universalism and Particularism in Nove mber of last 
year. The papers ..vere of a high order and will be published in 
the forthcoming Jou rna L. 

The Executive Committee has authorized a second conference which 
we plan to hold at the New York school on March 13 l4, 1978. Now 
that you are a bit freer, I hope yo u will be (N illing to take part and 
accept an assignment. 

Oar conference will focus on three them es: liberal theologies of 
Jewish aurvival; cultural impediments to particularist thinking; 
and effective approaches to involvement in Jewish identity. We 
would particularly like to have you deal with an aspec t of the first 
theme - cultural impedime nts to the meaningful d iscu~ s ion of pa rt i­
cular ist concepts. We are particularly interested in Reform ' s self­
identification as prophetic Judais m . As far as I know, no one has 
studled the etiology ol this identification. l believe it goes back to 
Ce iger, but I am not aure. Though a potentially positive theme, "pro­
phetic Judaism" has provided a rallying cry to those who are uneasy 
with Torah and Avodab. Are the Goldenson lectures on prophecy a 
scholarly contribution to Biblical underetandlng or a coded justifica 
tlon of a certain type of reform theology, reform defined as ethical 
theism (Kohler)? I know of no one better equipped to examine the 
hi1tory of thle label and it• present usefulnese,or lack of same, for 
a contemporary liberal Jewiah posture. 



-... 
What I am looking for l• a contributlon whlch drawa on your competence 
•• an intellectual bistorlan &JIiii;;~ ••• -•t• You 
will help many clarify thelr tblnklng. 

( tt has been a good aummer for me and for mlne. V✓ ith all good wlahea 
irom house to house, I rema ln 

Sincerely, 

Danlel Jerem y Silver 

DJS:mp 



Dr. Joseph Blan 
3636 Greystone Ave. 
Bronx, New York 10463 

Dear Dr. Blau: 

August 18, 1977 

Two years ago the Central Conference of American Rabbi• brought 
into be ing a Task Force on Jewiah Identity which they invited me to 
chair. There was a general feel ing that the cultural mood made con­
ceptual di scussion of Jewish survival and Jewish identity quite diffi­
cult, but that such thought was imperative. Liberal Judaism seemed 
to have some success sensitiz ing people to social issues, b11t not as 
much success in helping sha e a c ompelling reason to value their 
Jewish identity and the survival of the Jewish people. A conference 
wa1 sponsored at the College Institute in New York City in November 
of 1976. The papers of this conferenc e will be published in the forth­
comiDg Journal. I was asked to reflect on our conferenc e at the 
CCA.R '• convention and I am enclosing a copy of that presentation. 

We have been aothorized by the Executive Board to hold a second con ­
clave. ~Ve have scheduled it for Monday and Tuesday, March 13-14, 
1978. In the course of these two days we plan to lift up three areas of 
concern: effective approaches to involvement in Jewish identity; re­
flections on possible theo logies of Jewish survival; and impediments 
to particularist thinking. 

It i.a in this laat area that we aeek your participation as a philosopher 
and intellectual biatorian. There are abroad a raft of conventional as­
sumptions which make particolariat thinking a dlfficalt enterprise for 
many of 111. What are they? A• the committee discus sed this invita ­
tion we quickly ticked off a few of these: the fear of militant national• 
ia~hj.cb lead• to an emotional empbaaia on one-~orldiam; reaction 
to myl'6t>logie• which make us leary of all concept• of 4oaeneaa or 
groap identity; conventional aasanl ptiona about a Judeo-Cbriatian tra­
dition (if we are baai.cally the same, why remain apart); doing one'• 
own thing talk (groap identity aeen1a to atand in the way of lndlvldaal 
autonomy); etc. 



• -
All of thl1 l• very awkward and amateurlah. We hope that you would 
examine wlth u• the development of the uni•1er1al ist tilt in our thlnkln1 
and auggeat how theae aaaumptlon• abape or miaahape current dlacu•-
• lon• of J ewi•h ldentlty and Jewleh aurvival. It le a lar ge ta s k. I know 
of no one better equipped to handle lt. 

We can offer only a modeat honorarium - $100 - and more than a few 
mitzvab points. The paper wlll be published ln the CCAR Journal. I 
can guarantee a large and quite aelectlve audlence. Students, faculty 
and the New York area rabbinate attlnd. At thls polnt you could chooae 
e ither day and eithe r morning or afternoon. 

I trust thls find , you in good health. With all good wiahe■ for the coming 
year, I rerr.a in 

DJS :mp 

Encl. 

Sincerely, 

Da n iel J eremy Sil ver 
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Dr. David Sidorsky 
Department of Philosophy 
Columbia University 
116th and Broadway 
New Yo rk, N. Y. 10027 

Dear David: 

August 18, 1977 

Jonathan is home from an eight -week trip aroand the country, girding 
up his lo ins for another year. I gather the room is stay in g together 
and I a m delighted. 

Thie note is an invitation to pa rticipate in a conference on Universalism 
and Particularism which I am organizing for the Central Conference of 
America n a.abbis for March 13 - 14, 1978. T\vo years ago the CCAR cre­
ated a Tas k F orce on Jewish Identity and asked me to chair it. Their 
concerns ..vere both practical and intellectual. Th e re was a widespread 
feeling that current cultural assumption s m ade e ffective discussion of 
Jewish survival and Jewlsh identity difficult. It ..vas felt that while re­
form attitude• had sensitized many Jews to social concerns, we had 
not been particularly successful in co nvincing our m e mbersh ip about 
the quintessential impor tance of the surv iva l of the J ew ish c ommunit y 
and thei.r responsibility toward that goal. 

In November of last year the Task Force organized a conference on 
Univeraali1m and Particularism at the College-Institute in New York 
City. I am enclosing a copy of our program. The papers will be pub­
lished in oar Journal. I spoke on the conference at the CCAR's Annual 
Conference. A copy of my comment• le enclosed. 

The Executive Committee ha, authorl&ed a rollowup conference. We 
plan to deal with two themes: those elements of modern life which di­
minish the appeal of particalarlat concepts or cauee them to be die -
mlaaed almoat wlthoat reflection, and the varlous theologies of Jewiah 
survival wblch are poaaible within a liberal Jewish atance. We have 



... 

a1ked a number of men to explain how they balance their tblnkln& on 
the mission of Israel and the mandate of Jewl1h 1urvival. 

We would like you to help u• with the flrst theme. Would you be will­
ing to lay out for u1 the bumanl1tic and po1ltlviat aaaumption• wblch 
have produced the conventional attitude• of western liberali■m which 
make aeriou• con• iderationa of particalari■t notion• difficult? That 
i1 atated awkwardly. When the committee discussed thle paper we 
named a grab bag or dleparate elements which seem to be involved; 
the urgency to get beyond mllltant nationalism to a world aecurity 1ya­
tem - peace; the asaumption of a Judeo-Christian entity and identity 
which blurs the legitimacy of apeclal loyalty; the bitter reaction to a 
century of racist ideology which has made u• impatient wlth all •••ump­
tlons of uniqueness, chosennese or euperiorlty; the "doing my own 
thing '' pas sion which weakens a ny sense of commonweal; etc. There 
are many more. 

Logic suggests that reasonable people m ust balance the demands of 
self and community, o f Jewish identity and humanity; that it is a quea­
tion of both/and, not e ither/or; but to many universalist language al­
ways seem s to be the high road and to offer the rr o re c ompelling argu­
ment. You would render all of us a service if you wou ld help us under­
stand those cultural presuppos itions which consciously or unconsciously 
affect our thinking. 

The Conference will take pla ce a t our Ne ...v York school. You could 
present your paper eithe r on Monday o r Tuesday. From th e point o f 
vlew of organization of the Confere nc e , Monday would be preferable. 
We can offer an honorarium of only one hundred dollars, but n-iany 
mltzvah points. Last year we had a f ine and select audience of students, 
faculty, the New York area rabbinate and others. We hope to publish 
the pa per• of this conferenc e as we did those of the first convocatio n. 

With all good wiehea for the New Year from house to houae, I remain 

DJS:mp 

Encl. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 



Rabbi David Ellen•on 
150 Middle Neck Road 
Port Washington, N. Y. 11050 

Dear David : 

August 18, 1977 

I am writing to you on behalf of the CCAR. Task Force on Jewi1h Identity. 
As you know, we held a conference on Universalism and Particularism 
at the NeN York school last November. The Conference baa authorized 
a second convocation which we plan to hold at the New York school on 
March 13-14, 1978. The c ommittee baa asked me t o invite you to take 
part in that conference. 

Last year Peter Rubinstein and Shelly Z immerman did a series of in­
terview·e 'Nlth eynagogtte members in R ichmond, Cleveland and New York 
to analyze attitudes towards the synagogue, rabbi, Israel etc. We feel 
that this investigation should be pursued. Specific ally, are those now 
jolning the synagogne doing so as an a ct of affiliation with the Jew ish 
people or simply to provide themselves .vith familiar life cycle cere­
monies? At the conference J osh Haberm an described ·Nhat he called 
"Jewishness Without Judaism 11

, belonging without becoming. How much 
of that is there? Can the contemporary synagogue hope to be a place 
where both particularis t and universalist values are espoused? How? 
What patterns of program and strncture need to be explored if ne are 
to be at all effective in the t r ansmiss ion of a sense of peoplehood? 

Among our colleagues one of the impedimenta to effectiveness is the 
aasamption that oar synagogues ae polities are much the same aa they 
were a generation or two ago. Thia la manifestly not the case. They 
recogni£e certain gro•• sociological changes: suburbia; e astern E uro­
pean familiea; Fiddler noatalgia; the impact of the Holocaust on the 
generation onw in its fifties; but no one bas deecribed the third and 
fourth generation American Jew who grew op ln suburbia in the S0's 
and 60'• and who bring• to the 1ynagogae all the confa.1 ions of those 
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time•. What'• he lUce ln•lde? How much of a "Jew" l• he? Would you 
be willing to tackle tbe•e toush problem•? U •o, it ia our hope that 
you would make your presentation on Tueaday, the 14th. 

With all good wlabea for the New Year I remain 

Slncerely, 

Danlel .Jeremy Silver 

DJS:m p 
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RABBI lHWIN M . BLANK 

TEMPLE 0HABEI SHALOM 

1187 BEACON STREET 

BROOKLINE, MASSACHU SETTS 02146 

August 23, 1977 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
Unfversfty Cfrcle at Sflver Park 
Cleveland, Ohfo 44106 

Dear Dans 

Thank you for your gracious fnvftatfon to partfc­
fpate fn the Conference on Unfversalfsm and Parfcu1arfsm 
to be held at the New York school on March 13th and 14th. 
I will be pleased to present a paper on the theme of 
Liberal Theologies of Jewish Survival wfth particular 
emphasis on ''Why Survival-A Personal View." 

If there fs anything that we can do to extend 
hospftality to your sons, E11fe and I would love to do 
that. We would also like to visit with you whenever 
you are fn the Cambridge area. Please let us know. 
Would you be good enough to gfve me your sons• addresses 
so that I can be in touch wfth them. 

Fond regards. 

IHB/fd 

fncerely, 
... 

> 

~ 
Irwtn H. Blank 
Rabbi 
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HEBREW UNION COLLEGE - JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

Cincinnati • New York • Los Angeles • Jerusalem 

August 24, 1977 

3077 UNIVERSITY MALL • LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90007 
(213) 749-3424 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

I am flattered by the invitation to such an intrigu­
ing forum, and should be able to take part. However 
Lewis . Barth, our dean, is out of the country and 
all such invitations have to be cleared with him. 

I will let you know right around Rosh Hashanah, and 
until then best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

--- -
William Cutter 

WC:db 

cc: Dean Barth 

P.S. I read your recent paper - and assume that 
some of the issues you raise there are relevant to 
the upcoming meetings. 
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Temple: (516) 883-3144 

August 24, 1977 
10 E 1 ul , 5 7 3 7 

RABBI DAVID ELLENSON 
THE COMMUNITY SYNAGOGUE 

150 MiddJc Neck Road 

Port Washington, New York 11050 

Rabbi Daniel J. Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

Thank you very much for your letter of August 18, and for your 
kind invitation to participate in the CCAR Task Force on Jewish 
Study Convocation to be held at the New York School of HUC-JIR, 
on March 13-14, 1978. I will be glad to offer a presentation 
at the Convocation on the morning of March 14 and will attempt 
to describe the type of third and fourth generation American Jew 
who grew up in suburbia in the 50's and 60's and now populates 
our congregations. 

I would appreciate it if you would send me a more exact title 
for my presentation, as well as an idea as to how long the pre­
sentation should be. Once more, thank you. 

Please give my regards to Stu Geller and his family. 

May you be written and inscribed for a good and sweet year. 

Cordially, 

Rabbi David Ellenson 

DE:fj 
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HEBREW UNION COLLEGE-JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 
Cincinnati• New York• Los Angeles• Jerusalem 

omca OP flD DBAN 

Rabbi Daniel J. Silver 
The Temple 

to WB8T Nth STADT • NaW YOU, NJrW YOJUC 1D0U 
(IU} 111-0aOO 

August 25, 1977 

University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

Dean Steinberg is away from his desk at present and in his 
absence I want to acknowledge your letter of August 17th. 
Your letter will be brought to his attention upon his return 
in September. 

Sincerely, 

yiUc.-/~ 
Helen R. Farber 
Secretary to the Dean 
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Rabbi W illlam Cutter 
HUC - Jia 
3077 Univera ity Mall 
Los An~eles, Cal ifornia 90007 

Dear Bill: 

September 2, 1977 

I am del ighted that yoa amWwilling to take part in oar institute. 
You bring to it a special and very important focus. As you aug­
geat, the is1ues tha t I raise in my Conference paper are germane. 

S incerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



.. 

Rabbi Irw iu M. Blank 
Temple Obabei Shalom 
118 7 Beacon Street 
Brookline, Ma••· 02146 

Dear Irv: 

September 2, 1977 

I am delighted that you will be w itb ua at the Conference on 
Un iveraaliem and Particularism. I am looking forward to 

I 

your paper. I will get back to you soon with a fall schedule 
of the two da ye. 

In the mean.time, a happy and healthy New Year to you 
and yours. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



R.abbi Dav id Ellenson 
I"he Community Synagogue 
150 Middle ~leek Road 
Port Waah iagton, N. Y. 110S0 

Dear David: 

September 2, 1977 

I am del ighted you will be part of our couvoca tion of March 13-14 
and that you will present yonr pa;,er of\ the morning of the 14th. 
You will be able to gauge the length of the papers presented at the 
laat institate from the summer issue of the Journal, when it final­
ly get s published. 

I have no more exact title for your presentat ion. I have discovered 
that each decade br ings i.ntmour congregation people with another 
set of attitudes. In the S0's we got member• who were politically 
Jewi1h, bot not religiottaly so. I have a feeling that the balance 
bas shifted and that the new generation is willing to be .Tewiah only 
if religious anawera are offered and religious needs met : but I 
am not &llre. Obvioasly, any strategy to present a defense/theology 
of Jewish sarvival requires that we answer/deal with the questions 
that are actually being asked. To do so we must understadd the 
"thon" w i th whom we are tn dialogue. 

With all good wishes for the New Year I remain 

Sincerely, 

Dan iel Jeremy S ilver 

DJS:mp 
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Columbia University in the City of New York New York, N.Y. 10027 

DEPARTMENT OF RELIGION 619 

September 6, 1977 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

KENT HALL 

Your letter of August 18 reached me on my return 
to the city, and was a most welcome greeting. Your Task 
Force has certainly hit upon a most critical issue in post­
Emancipation Jewish life. I am delighted with the invitation 
to participate, though I shall feel somewhat like a lion 
among Daniels. 

Of the dates (March 13 and 14, 1978} you plan, I should 
prefer, if at all feasible, to be programmed for the Tuesday 
session, either morning or afternoon. Although I am now 
emeritus (i.e., fresh out of merit}, I shall still do some part­
time teaching at Columbia on Mondays and Wednesdays. 

With warm personal regards and greetings for the New Year, 

L. Blau 

JLB:lg 
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qCJLi~ 
HEBREW UNION COLLEGE- JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

Cincinnati• New York• Los Angeles• Jerusalem 

Office of the Dean 

Rabbi Daniel J. Silver 
The Temple 

tO WEST Uth STRBBT • NBW YOIUC, NBW YORIC 10023 
(212) 871-CW,O 

September 7, 1977 

University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

It was great hearing from you. 

We shall be pleased to be host to the Conference on 
March 13th and 14th for the second seminar on Uni­
versalism and Particularism. 

With warm personal regards and all good wishes for 
the New Year. 

PMS:hf 

rc;_Y• 

Paul M. Steinberg 
Dean 



• 

WESTCHESTER REFORM llMPLE 255 MAMARONECK ROAD • SCARSDALE, N. Y. 10583 

Jack Stern, Jr. 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 

September 7, 1977 

University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Danny: 

Many thanks for your letter of August 17. I was 
delighted with the invitation, and the topic is 
one that interests me. 

I do have one conflict, however, I am scheduled 
to teach a Bible class here at the Temple on that 
Tuesday morning, March 14, and I would be unable 

Rabbi 

to arrive at the New York School much before 12:00 
noon. 

There is an outside possibility that I might be 
able to switch the class, but I cannot count on 
it at this time. Do you still want me to parti­
cipate? 

Best for the New Year. 

Sincerely, 

bbi 

JS:es 
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Dr. Joaeph L. Blau 
Columbia University 
Department of Religion 
filWM<en t Ra 11 
New York, N. Y. 10027 

Dear Dr. Blau: 

September 9, 1977 

I waa delighted to receive your letter of September 6 and 
to know that you have accepted our invitation. I will aee 
that you are acheduled for Tuesday, March 14. The pro• 
gram is not completely shaped eo as yet I do not know 
whether it will be in the morning or afternoon. 

With all good wiehe• for a happy and healthy New Year 
I remain 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



Rabbi J'oseph Claser 
Central Conference o! American Rabbi• 
790 Madison Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10021 

Dear Joe: 

September 14, 1977 

I have confirmed with Paul Steinberg the dates of March 13-14, 
1978 for our second conference on Universalism and Particularism 
at the Ne,v York School. The program is three-quarters complete 
and I will have the whole outline to your office w ithin a month. It 
shapes ap to be an excit ing two days. 

With all good wishes for the New Year I remain 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



-

Dr. Paal M. Steinberg 
HUC-Jla. 
40 We•t 68th St. 
New York, N. Y. 10023 

Dear Paal: 

Sep tember 14, 1977 

I am delighted that the school is available to us on March 13-14, 
1978 for oar 1econd conference on Univerealism and Partlculariam. 
Oar program ia already well under v.,ay and I will be back to you 
with a full Uneup within a fe"'" ~,eeks. 

With all good wiahea from house to hot1se for the New Year 
I remain 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



Rabbi Jack Stern 
Westches ter Reform Temple 
255 Mamaroneck Road 
Scarsdale, N. Y. 10583 

Dear Jack: 

September 14, 1977 

I am delighted with your interest in our conclave. The confiict 
with your class at Temple can be solved easily by scheduling 
you on Monday. However much you plan one of th,ae conference• 
the rr1aterial never quite prog resse• in what yoa think would be 
the moa t natural way and mixing the theme• produce, aome in­
teresting reactions .. 

1 will be back to yon ae soon as the whole 1chedule ia aettled. 
It is going to be an interesting ~,o days and I am delighted you 
will be part of lt. 

With all good wishes for the New Year from boa1e to hoaae 
I remain 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



C'~1pn~:, C'l:Ji:1 iilN 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
7 9 0 MAD ISON AVENUE • NEW YO AK , N. Y. 1 0 0 2 1 • ( 2 1 2 ) 7 3 4 - 7 1 6 6 

OFFICERS: 

Office of the Executive Vice President 

Rabbi Daniel J. Silver , Chairman 
CCAR Identity Task Force 

University Circle & Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

September 15 , 1977 

You have been wonderful about sharing with me at every stage the substantive 
work and plans of your Task For ce . But I do wish you would also keep me in­
formed of the procedural matters which , I know seem minor to you, but which 
are a major concern of mi ne . Fortunately Paul Steinberg happened to inform 
me about the March 13th and 14th dates . Luckily there is no conflict but there 
could have been . 

Are you going to have a meeting of your group prior to the March event? I would 
like very much to be at it so please , again, confer with me on possible dates . 
I thi nk we are beginning to get down t o pay dirt , and as you know , I consider 
this to be a subject of the highest priority. 

The issue of the CCAR Journal looks good . I have already heard som~. very fine 
comments on it . 

A happy and a healthy New Year to you and yours . 

Shalom , 

. Glaser 

JBG:sk 

Ely E. Pilchik, President 
Short Hills, N.J. 

Jerome A. Mafino, Vice President 
Danbury, Conn. 

Sidney H. BrOOl<s, Recording Secretary 
Omaha, Neb. 

Sidney L. Regner. Executive Vice President Emeritus 
New Yori(, N.Y. 

Joseph B. Glaser. ExectJtive Vice President 
New York, N.Y. 

Alfred Wdf, Treasurer 
Los Angeles, Cal. 

Jordan Pea1son, Financial Secretary 
Toronto, Canada 

EINot L. Stevens, Administrative Secretary 
New Yori(, N.Y. 
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HEBREW UNION COLLEGE - JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 
Cincinnati • New York • Los Angeles • Jerusalem 

September 28, 1977 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

3077 UNIVERSITY A VENUE • LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90007 
(213) 749-3424 

Dr . Lewis Barth has formally approved my participation in 
the March 13 Forum. I am eagerly reading appropriate 
materials. On the basis of the various papers that I read, 
it seems to me that the issue of universalism and particu­
larism can be related to different logics of instruction, 
as well as different psychological needs of the children. 
For example, a particularistic behavior is more congruent 
with what we know about learning than universalistic 
behavior . I am looking forward to developing the idea and 
only need to know time frame, nature of the Forum, and who 
the other participants will be, and more topics. 

Sincerely, 

Cutter 



.... ·-

Rabbi William Cotter 
liUC-JIR 
3077 University Avenue 
Los Angeles, Calif. 90007 

Dear Bill: 

October 4, 1977 

Delighted and I look forward to your paper. 

Our Conference will preaent eight papers, two each morning and 
two each afternoon. I am encloa ing a copy of laat year'• program 
•o you can see the ti.me frame and the achedule. So far the parti­
cipant• include Joaeph Blau, David Sidoraky, Irwin Blank. Jack 
Stern, David Ellen1on, be1 idea yourself. Gunther Plaut has been 
invited to give a paper on the implication• of the term prophetic 
Judaism and 1 am to hear from him thia week:. Blau and Sidoraky 
will apeak on cultural impedimenta to particulariet thinking. El­
lenaon will pre ■ent a aociological analyai1 of intereata of young 
congreganta. Stern and Blank will diacuaa their personal theologiea 
of survival and identity. Your• ia the only paper in the field of 
education. We had 0ertman '• deacr iptive paper laat year and I 
am deliahted you wlll look behind product to philoaophy and purpoae. 
Woald you like to auggeat a abort title? 

With all good wi.•hea for the New Year I remain 

Sincerely, 

DJS:mp 

Encl. 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 



UNIVERSITY CIRCLE AT SILVER PARK • CLEVELAND, OHIO 44106 • 791-nss 

BRANCH: 26000 SHAKER BLVD. • BEACHWOOD, OHIO 44122 • 831 -3233 

STUART GELLER 
Associate Rabbi 

STEPHEN A. KLEIN 
Assistant Rabbi 

LEO S. BAMBERGER 
Executive Secretary 

Dr. David Sidorsky 
6§ al Sawnlet s St. X 
Rego Pa.1 k, ?vf. Y. tt,7A 

Dear David: 

0 c to be r l 9, 19 7 7 

~ ~ r-~ ~ 
~ Y--L I ?1 y / 0' ~ / 

Please wr ite(Dn this letter the day you prefer for our spring 
conference. I am enclosing my original letter as a reminder 
of details. We would be delighted to have you either day. 

I talked to Jonathan last night and everything seemed well 
with the boys. The year is beginning to get to them, but a 
little hard work will not hurt anyone. 

DJS:mp 

Encl. 

Sincerely, 

~•n: S-v 
Daniel Jeremy L er 



Rabbi Walter Jacob 
R.odef Shalom Temple 
4905 Fifth Avenue 
Pitts burgh, Pa. lSZ 13 

Dear Walter: 

October 25, 1977 

A1 yon know, the Ta•k Force on Jewl•h Identity sponsored a con­
ference on Unlveraalillrn and Particulari•m in November of la•t 
year. The paper• were of a high o.t"der and will be published in the 
forthcoming Journal. 

The Execatlve Committee ha, authorlzed a second conference which 
we plan to hold at the New York school on March 13-14, 1978. Now 
that you are a bit freer, I hope yon will be willing to take part and 
accept an a•• lgnmen t. 

Oar conference will focus on three theme,: liberal theologies of 
Jewleh survival; caltaral impediments to particularist thinking; and 
effective approachea to involvement in Jewiab identity. We woald 
particularly like to have yoa deal with an aspect of the flrst theme -
cultural impediments to the meaningful discussion o f partlcularist 
concept•. We are particularly interested in R.eform'e self-identification 
ae prophetic Jndai•m. Aa far aa I know , no one has studied the etiology 
of thi• identlfication. I believe i.t goe• back to Geiger, but I am not 
■ are. Thoagb a potentially poe itlve theme, "prophetic Judaism" has 
provided a rallying cry to tho•e wbo are uneasy with Torah and Avodah. 
Are the Cioldeneon lectare• on prophecy a •cholarly contribution to 
Blbllcal tlllder•tanding or a coded ju•tlflcatlon of a certain type of re­
form theology, reform defined•• etblcal thei•m (Kohler)? I know of 
no one better equipped to examine the hi•tory of thl• label and its 
preeent a■efulne••• or lack of eame, for a contemporary liberal Jew­
i•b po• tare. 



- • 

What I am lookin& for l■ a contribution which draw■ on your com­
petence a■ an intellectual hl■torlan. You will help many clarify their 
thlnklng. 

Thl■ ha■ been a 100d 1ummer. It waa good ■eelng you ye1terday. I 
am ■orry I did not have a ch•nce to talk thi■ over with you then. Wlth 
all 100d wi■he• I remain 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 
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RABBI 

.DNATHAN H. GERARD 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

RALPH FRAPART 
President 

WILLIAM GRESORES 
Vice President 

HARRY HOLZMAN 
Secretary 

SAUL BIA LOSTOSKY 
Treasurer 

SAM PERL 
Rabbi Emeritus 

RUBEN EDELSTEIN 
PHYLLIS FRAPART 
LEON HORN 
JULES JANIS 
RICHARD JAROSS 
ISAAC RABINOVICH 

IN OUR COMMUNITY 

BERNICE EDELSTEIN 
Sisterhood President 

BETTY LEVIN 
Hadassah President 

LEONARD LEONARD 
B'nai Brith President 

DIANA RABINOVICH 
BBYO President 

Temple Beth-El 
825 WEST ST. FRANCIS STREET 

BROWNSVILLE, TEXAS 78520 

November 1. 1977 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland. OH 44106 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

I am very interested in attending the 
Conference on Universalism Particularism 
scheduled for March 13-14. 1978 in New York. 
Please keep me informed of developments I 
should know about. 

Thank you very much. 

JG/og 

Ben Zoma said, "Who ia wire? 
He who learns from every one, u it is said, 

from all my teachers I have gotten understanding!" 



November 7, 1977 

Dear Daniel: 

CR . WALTER JACOB 

RA11a1 

Roos~ 8HALOM TKM"'l..& 

fl'll"TH ANO MOfl&WOOO A V KNUU 

PITTa■UflCIH, PA. u121• 

Many thanks for your invitation to join you at the 
second conference of the "Task Force on Jewish Identity" 
which is to be held March 13 and 14 in New York. 
I will be glad to participate and to work on a paper 
on the general theme that you suggested. I think 
it will be interesting. However, it will probably 
have to be broadened somewhat. I have done some 
initial investigation and will do more when I have 
access to the Hebrew Union College library in Los 
Angeles next week. It will be a pleasure to work on 
this and I look forward to the meetings. 

I am sure that we will see each other in San Francisco. 
Until then, with kindest regards, 

Sincerely, 

Jdi-
Walter Jacob 

WJ:ldm 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 
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C'~ip.n~;, C'l:Ji;i iilK 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
7 9 0 M A D I S O N A V E N U E • N E W Y O A K, N. Y. 1 0 0 2 1 • ( 2 1 2 ) 7 3 4 - 7 1 6 6 

OFFICERS: 

Office of the Executive Vice President 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

November 10, 1977 

You got NER so excited about the identity project that when they learned 
that your March program was going to be on the same dates as their Kallah, 
they rebelled. They, and I, wonder if you could switch the dates. March 
is a difficult month with a lot of regional Kallot but I think that I 
could get the New York Association to switch its dates from March 26 
through the 28th over to March 13th to the 16th if your crew and the New 
York School could make the switch too,✓ What do you think? 

rv ~ :Jl -Y. 
I look forward to seeing you in San Francisco and maybe you can have an 
answer for me by then. 

Warm good wishes. 

Shalom/ /""' 

-r:)~ 
Joseph ~ Glaser 

JBG/s 

cc: Rabbi Bernard Bloom 

,,, 

Ely E. Pilchik, President 
Short Hills, N.J. 

Jerome A. Malino, V,ce President 
Danbury, Conn. 

Sidney H. Brooks, Recording Secretary 
Omaha, Neb. 

Sidney L. Regner, EJCecutlve Vice President Emeritus 
New York, N.Y. 

Joseph B. Glaser, Executive Vice President 
New York, N.Y. 

Alfred Wolf, Treasurer 
Los Angeles, Cal. 

Jordan PeNlson, Financial Secretary 
Toronto, Canada 

EIHot L. Stevens, Administrative Secrefary 
New YOfk, N.Y. 

I 
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Rabbi Irwin M. Blank 
Temple Ohabe i. Shalom 
1187 Beacon Street 
Brookline, Mass. 02146 

Dear Irwln: 

November ll, 1977 

I am putting together our program for o ur March 13-14 ses■ ion. 

It will have the general title "Universalism and Particulariam: 
The Second Seminar. " I have scheduled you for l:30 on Tueaday, 
March 14. Is that alright? I have given your paper the tentative 
title "Why Survival? A Personal View. " Have you a. better 
heading? I would be happy to change it. 

Would you give me a two or three line bio for the program? 
1 will list you as Rabbi of Temple Ohabei Shalom and I want 
to add a word or tw'l about major books o r offices etc. 

With all good w ishes I remain 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



• 

Rabbi David Ellen•on 
The Community Synagoaae 
150 ~1 idd le N eek Road 

' 
Po~t Washington, N. Y. 11050 

Dear David: 

No vember ll, 1977 

I am patting together our program for our Ma rch 13-14 1e1el011 . 

It will have the general title ''Universalism and Particularism: 
The Second Seminar. " I have scheduled yoa for 10 A. M. on 
Tuesday, March l4. Ie that alright? I have given your paper 
the tentative title "Our Newest Members: How The 30-Year Old• 
Feel About Survival and Their Jewish Identity. ' ' Have you a 
better heading? 1 would be happy to change it. 

Would you give me a two or three line bio for the orogram? 
I will list you a• Rabbi of The Community Synagogue and I want 
to add a word or two about major books or offices etc. 

With all good wishes I remain 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



. " 

Dr. Joseph L . Blau 
Cnlum bia Univers ity 
Depar tm ent o f Relig ion 
Kent Hall 
l'lew Y rk, N. Y. 10027 

Dear Dr. Blau: 

No ve m be r ll, 1977 

I am putt ing together our program for o ur March 13-14 session. 
It w ill ha ve the general title "Universalism and Par t icularism: 
The Second Seminar. " I ha ~e scheduled you for ll:lS A. M. on 
Tuesday, March l4. Is that alright? I have glven your paper 
the tentative tltle ''Univeraalism and Modern Thought: The 
Problem of Particalarist Thinking. " Would you like to phraae 
it ln any other -Nay? I am sure my suggestion can be improved 
on. 

With all good wishes I remain 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 

i 

: 

' 

i 

I 

: 
I 
I 

I 

I 



Rabbi Jack Stern 
Westchester Reform Temple 
255 Mamaroneck Road 
Scarsdale, N, Y. 10583 

Dear Jack: 

November 11, 1977 

I am putting together ou.r program for our March 13-14 eeaelon. 
It w ill have the general title "Universalism and Particularism: 
The Second Seminar. " I have scheduled you for l:30 on Monday, 
March 13. Is that alright? I have given your paper the tentative 
title "Survival and Social Action: HollY They Fit Together. " Have 
llao'e a better heading? I would be happy to change it? 

Would you give me a two or three line bio for the program? 
l wlll liet you aa Rabbi of Westchester Reform Temple and want 
to add a word or two about major bo()k& or offices etc, 

With all good wishes I remain 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



r 

Rabbi Jonathan H . Gerard 
Temple Beth-El 
825 West St. Francia St. 
Browns ville, Texas 78520 

Dear Rabbi Gerard: 

November 11, l977 

I am replying to your letter of November l in Rabbi 
SUver'• absence. Yoa Nill be receiving material from 
the Conference on the seminar March 13-14 juat •• aoon 
•• it i■ ready. 

Sincerely, 

Marle Pluth 
Secretary to Rabbi Daniel Silver 

mp 



RABBI IRWIN M . BLANK 

TEMPLE 0HABEI SHALOM 

1187 BEACON STREET 

BROOKLINE, MASSACHUSETTS 02146 

November 15, 1977 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Tempt e 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Daniel: 

Tuesday, March 14, at 1:30, is fine. I think I 
would prefer the title HTHE COVENE'N.TAL COMMUNITY AND 
THE RIGHTEOUS OF ALL NATIONS.'' 

Brief bio: 
Rabbi of Temple Ohabei Shalom, Brookline, Massachusetts 
Past President of the Synagogue Council of America 
Taught on the faculty of the Hebrew Union College, 

School of Education, and in the Department of 
Theology of Fordham University, member of the 
Harvard University Board of Ministry. 

Currently Chairman of the CCAR Corllllittee for Justice 
and Peace. 

Publications: 
"JUDAISM AND ETHICS," Chapter entitled "ls There a 

Corrrnon Judaeo-Chrfstian Ethical Tradition?" 

"BUT NOT TO LOSE," Chapter entitled "Judaism and 
the Experience of Death." 

"RABBINICAL COUNSELING," Chapter on "Counseling the 
Aged and their Families.'' 

Fond regards. 

• 

H. 81 ank 

IMB/fd 



Temple: (516) 883-3144 

RABBI DAVID ELLENSON 
THE COMMUNITY SYNAGOGUE 

150 Middle Neck Road 

Port Washington, New York ] 1050 

November 16 , 1977 

Rabbi Daniel J . Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

Thank you for your recent letter in which you confirm 
March 14, 1978, at 10:00 a .m., as the time I will 
speak at the CCAR Task Force on Jewish Identity Con­
ference at the N. Y. School of the HUC- JIR. I have 
begun preparing my paper and, if it meets with your 
approval, I have entitled it, "The New Ethnicity, 
Religious Revival, and Jewish Identity: The ' Judaisms ' 
of our Newest Members ." 

Enclosed you will find my biographical sketch. Use 
what you wish for my bio in the program. 

I look forward to meeting you and wish you a Happy 
Chanukah. With all best wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

~ 
., 

Rabbi David Ellenson 

DE : fj 
enc . 



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

Name: David Ellenson 

Birthplace and Date: Brookline, Massachusetts, 
November 21, 1947. 

Marital Status: Married Lynn Andrew on August 3, 1969. 

Children: One daughter , Ruth, born in Jerusalem, 
Israel, on December 19, 1972. Expecting 
a second child in December. 

Teaching Experience: Instructor, Hebrew Union College-Jewish 
Institute of Religion , 1975-present. 

Education: A.B., The College of William and Mary, 
1969, History. 

Publications: 

Job: 

M.A., University of Virginia, 1972, 
Religious Studies. 
M.A. in Hebrew Letters, HUC-JIR, 1976. 
M. Phil., Columbia University, 1977. 
Currently working on doctoral disserta­
tion at Columbia. 

"Ellis Rivkin and the Problems of 
Pharisaic History," in the Journal of 
the American Academy of Religion 
{December, 197S). 

"Emil Fackenheim and the Revealed Moral­
ity of Judaism," in Judaism (Fall, 1976). 

"Modern Orthodoxy and the Problem of 
Religious Pluralism: The Case of Rabbi 
Esriel Hildesheimer, '' scheduled for 
publication in Tradition. 

I currently serve as a rabbi in The 
Community Synagogue, Port Washington, 
New York. 



...:. 

N ') v err be r 2 3, l 9 7 7 

Rabbi Joseph Glaser 
Central C onference of American Rabbis 
790 Madis on A venue 
Ne.iv Yo rk, N. Y. 10021 

Dear Joe: 

Any sw i tch of dates is completely out of the ques tion. I 
arn enc losing the comple te br ochure for our conference. 
It h a s taken three rr.on ths to ut it toge the r and I wo uld not 
be able to m o ve it t o an r)ther time fram e . 

Incidentally, will yo u ask s ome one in yout" office to send a 
copy of the printed brochure of t h.e con ferenc e when it is 
published to: Mrs. Andrey Marcus, Consultant in Jewish 
Educatlon, 1110 Holly Oak Circle, San J ose, California 
95120 . 

I saw your back in San F r a nc isco. I ho pe yo u enjoyed the 
town ae mach as I d id . 

DJS:mp 

Encl. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 



. . . < 

Columbia University in the City of New York New York, N.Y. 10027 

DEPARTMENT OF RELIGION 

Dr. Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

619 KENT HALL 

November 28, 1977 

Thank you for your note of November 11. I have noted 
the time of 11:15 a.m., on Tuesday, March 14, 1978 for the 
"Universalism and Particularism" seminar. 

I am not disposed to argue titles, especially after 
delaying two weeks in replying to you. If, however, you have 
not sent the materials to the printer, maybe we could do some­
thing like "The Problem of Modern Religious Thought: Tensions 
between Particularism and Universalism." 

My difficulty with your suggestion is that it hints that 
only particularism is problematic, while I regard universalism 
as equally so. 

With all good wishes, 

JLB:lg 

eru:ours, 

ph t. Blau 
fessor Emeritus 



Dr. J r:, s e ph L . B Lau 
Columbia Un ivers tty 

Department of Religion 
6 l9 Kent Hall 
New York, N. Y. 10027 

Dear Jae: 

D cerr· be r 5, 1977 

If the m a ter ial LS not a lready a t the oress t:he change w- i ll 

be m ade. In any case, i +; v · d l be so announced a t the 

sem ine1 r. 

S tnc erely, 

Daniel Je rerr. y Silver 

DJS:mp 



Decen1ber 5 , 1977 

abb i Jo ., eph Gl~se r 
C n tra l Conference of American Rabbi• 

790 Madison Avenue 
ShNala■II, Sew York 10021 

Dear J oe : 

,vould you make one chang e in the text of th e serr in ar 

broch ure tha t I m ailed to you? J oe Blau has dec tded he 

...vants t 'l rephrase h is t ttle to read "Peoblen1s of Modern 

1.'teltgious Thought: T ens ions Bel -..•e en Par icularis m and 

Un iversa lism". Sorry to bother you ~ itb this , bu t m any 

thanks. 

Sin cerely, 

Dan ie l Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 
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RABBI IRWIN M. BLANK 

TEMPLE 0HABEI SHALOM 

1187 BEACON STREET 

BROOKLINE, MASSACHU SETTS 02146 

February 6, 1978 

Rabbf Danfe1 Jeremy Sflver 
Tffereth Israel 
Unfversfty Cfrc1e & Sf1ver Park 
C1eve1and, Obto 44106 

Dear Dante 1 , 

I hope that all fs well with you. Somehow 
in the printed announcement of the semfnar on 
Universalism and Partfcutartsm the word "covenanta1" 
got translated tnto Hconventfona1." If there are 
any other announcements of the semfnar, I hope thfa 
can be corrected. I look forward to seetng you at 
the semfnar. 

A11 good wfshes. 

IHB/fd 

cere1y, 
., 

I 

Irwin M1•
1 81 ank 

Rabbf 



Rabbi Joaeph Glaser 
Central Conference of American Rabbi• 
790 Madi1on Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10021 

Dear Joe: 

February 8, 1978 

I wonder if yoa would be kind enough to send me a dozen 
copies of the Univeraaliam-Particolariam announcement. 
I ~voold like to aend one to each of the participants. 

Thank yoa for sending me the "I Still Believe, 1 Do. " I 
agree that "we cannot win the battle of Jewish identity,~ ith­
oat a dynamic faith in the God of Ierael." 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJ~:mp 



Rabbi Elliott Stevens 
Central Conference of American Rabbi• 
790 Madieon Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10021 

Dear Elliott: 

February 15, 1978 

, .1,,,. { ·, ~ 
I I , Lf 

I would like to make arrangement• for a room at the 
HUC-J'IR on Monday, the 13th of March for a meeting of 
the Taek Force. We could bring our plates upstairs. 
Tb.ere are only five or •ix of us •o the room doe• not 
have to be a large one, but we have aome bualneaa which 
we need to attend to. 

Thank yoa for aending the brochure■• With all good wlahea 
I remaln 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Sliver 

DJS:mp 



. . 

R•bbl Joshua Haberman 
W•ahington Hebr ew Congregation 
3935 Macomb St., N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20016 

Dear Joah: 

February 15. 1978 

I hope you are anticipating our second aeminar •• much 
aa I am. The Task Force itself will meet during lunch 
on Monday. I will arrange a aeparate room for u~. I 
look forward to aeeing you. 

DJS:mp 
Encl. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 



-

Rabbl SheldM Zimmerman 
Central Synagogue 
123 E. 55th St. 
New York. N. Y. 10022 

Dear Shelly: 

February 15. 1978 

I hope you are anticlpatlng our second eeminar ae mach 

aa I am. The Task Fore~ itself will meet during lonch 

on Monday. I will arrange a separate room for ue. I 

look forward to aeeing you. 

DJS:mp 
&cl. 

Sincerely, 

Danlel Jer emy Silver 



Rabbi Bruce Warahal 
Touro Synagogue 
P. o. Box 15186 
New Orleana, La. 7017S 

Dear Brnce: 

February 15, 1978 

I hope you are anticipating our second seminar as much 
ae I am. The Task Force i.taelf will meet during lunch 
on Monday. 1 will arrange a aeparate room for us. I 
look forward to seeing you. 

DJS:mp 
EncL 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 



Rabbi Peter J. Rabinateln 
Woodland• Community Temple 
50 Worthington Road 
White Plaine, N. Y. 10607 

Dear Peter: 
t.~ -

February 15, 1978 

I hope you are anticipating oar aecond aeminar •• much 
•• I am. The Taak Force iteeU will meet daring lunch 
on Monday. I wlll arrange a separate room for a,. I 
look forward to aeeing yoa. 

DJS:mp 
Encl. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

P. s. Peter, juat got your note. I have to check with Adele 
whether ehe l• coming or not. I will get back to you. 



Rabbi Lawrence A. Hoffman 
19 Hillcre•t Lane 
Rye, New York 10580 

Dear Larry: 

February 15, 1978 

I hope you are anticipating oor second seminar as much 

as I am. The Task Force itself will meet during lunch 

on Monday. I will arrange a •eparate room for ua. I 

look forward to eeeing you. 

DJS:mp 
EncL 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 



... 

Rabbi Jack Stern 
Westchester Reform Temple 
255 Mamaroneck Road 
Scaradale, N. Y. 10583 

Dear Jack: 

February 15. 1978 

I thought you would want to see the brochure which was 
sent to the rabbinate and to a selected list of invitees. 
I am delighted with the shape our program has taken. 
Pleaae feel free to spend as much of the two daya as you 
wish with aa. Needles• to say, the registration fee doea 
not apply to apeakers. 

I look forward to seeing you in New York. With all good 
wlahea I remain 

DJS:mp 
Encl. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 



Dr. David Sidoraky 
Department of Pblloeophy 
Columbi• Univereity 
116th and Broadway 
New York, N. Y. 10027 

Dear Davld: 

February 15, 1978 

I thought you would want to see the brochure which was 

aent to the rabbinate and to a selected llet of invitees. 

I am delighted with the shape our program ha• taken. 

Pleaae feel free to spend a• much of the two days as you 

wish with as. Needles• to aay, the regi•tration fee does 

not apply to •peakera. 

I look forward to aeeing yoa in New York. With all good 

wi•he• I remain 

DJS:mp 
Encl. 

Sincerely, 

Dani.el Jeremy Silver 



Rabbi David Ellenaon 
The Community Synagogue 
150 Middle Neck Road 
Port Washington, N. Y. 11050 

Dear David: 

February 15, 1978 

I thought you would want to aee the brochure which was 
sent to the rabbinate and to a selected list of in vi tees. 
I am delighted with the shape our program has taken. 
Please feel free to spend as much of the two days as you 
wish with ua. Needless to say, the registration fee does 
not apply to speaker•. 

I look forward to eeeing you in New York. With all good 
wishes l remain 

DJS:rrlp 
Encl. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Sllver 



• 

Rabbi Wllliam Cutter 
HUC-JlR. 
3077 University Ave. 
Loe Angeles, Calif. 90007 

Dear Bill: 

February 15, 1978 

I thought you would want to see the brochure which waa 
sent to the rabbinate and to a selected list of invitees. 
I am delighted with the shape our program has taken. 
Please feel free to spend as much of the two daya a• you 
wish with ue. Needleaa to say, the registration fee doe• 
not apply to apeakera. 

I look forward to aeeing you in New York. With all good 
wiahea I remain 

D1S:mp 
Encl. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 



• 

Dr. Joseph L. Blaa 
Columbia Univeraity 
Department of Religion 
619 Kent Hall 
New York, N. Y. 10027 

Dear Dr. Blau: 

February 15, 1978 

... 
I thought you would want to aee the brochure which wae 
sent to the rabbinate and to a selected list of invitee•. 
I am delighted wlth the shape oar program has taken. 
Plea1e feel free to spend as much of the two days as yoa 
wish with 11a. Needless to aay, the registration fee doe• 
not apply to speakers. 

I look forward to aeelng you ln New York. With all good 
wiahea I remain 

DJS:mp 
Encl. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 



r 

Rabbl Irwin M. Blank 
Temple Ohabei Shalom 
118 7 Beacon Street 
Brookline, Maes. 02146 

Dear Irwin: 

February 1S, 1978 

I thought yoa would want to see the brochure which wa1 

eent to the rabbinate and to a ,elected list of invitees. 

I am delighted with the shape our program baa taken. 

Please feel free to 1pend •• mach of the two day• ae you 
wl•h with aa. Needle•• to eay, the regi.■ tration fee doe• 

not apply to •peakera. 

I look forward to aeeing yoa in New York. With all good 

wiabee I remain 

DJS:mp 
Encl. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 



. .. 

Rabbi Walter Jacob 
Rodef Shalom Temple 
4905 Fifth Avenue 
Pitta burgh, Pa. 15213 

\ 

Dear Walter: 

February 15, 1978 

I thoaght yoa woald want to aee the brochure which was 
sent to the rabbinate and to a selected list of invitees. 
I am delighted wlth the shape our program has taken. 
Plea•e feel free to apend aa much of the two days aa you 
wieh with as. Needless to aay, the registration fee does 
not apply to speakers. 

I look forward to eeeing you lo New York. With all good 
wlehe• I remain 

DJS:mp 
F.ncl. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 



OR. WALTER JACOB 

Roes .. SHALOM T•M~L• 

Fl..-rH AND MORKWOOD AVENUE■ 

PITT■■UROH. PA. usa1a 

February 20, 1978 

Dear Daniel: 

Many thanks for your note. The seminar certainly 
looks good and it will be a pleasure to participate 
in it. I plan to be there for all the sessions ex­
cept the Monday morning program as my plane from 
Pittsburgh will not arrive in time to hear that paper. 
I am looking forward to seeing you in New York next 
month. Until then, with best wishes for the rest 
of the winter and kindest regards, 

Sincerely, 

c,cl✓ili-
wa1ter Jacob 

WJ:ldm 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 



R.a bbi Irwin lvl. Blank 
Terrple Ohabei Sh.alom 
1187 Beacon Street 
Brookline, Ma••• 02146 

Dear Irwln: 

February 22, 1978 

I an1 sorry about the slip-up in the CCAR office. U 
there is any further publication coming out of the pro­
gram I w ill aee that it 11 correct. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



February 22, 1978 

Rabbi Elliott Steven■ 
Central Conference of American Rabbla 
790 Madieon Avenae 
New York, N. Y. 10021 

Dear Elliott: 

The enclo1ed is self-explanatory. If there are any more 
releaaea or any more coplea as handoata for the con­
vocation ltaelf will you pleaae 1ee that the correction 
la made. • 

DJS:mp 

Encl. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 
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HEBREW UNION COLLEGE- JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 
Cincinnati • New York • Los Angeles • Jerusalem 

February 22, 1978 

3077 UNIVERSITY A VENUE • LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90007 
(213) 749-3424 

Rabbi Danie l Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
26000 Shaker Blvd. 
Cleveland, OH 44106 

Dear Dan: 

Thanks for the note. I had already 
received my invitation from Elliot 
Stevens. I am planning to spend the 
entire time at the conference with a 
¥ossible exception of one item of 
aculty business on Tuesday. 

Are people going to share papers 
before the conference? 

Sincerely, 

( :22 
William Cutter 

WC:bj 



• 

Rabbi Lav.,rence A. Hoffman 
19 Hillcrest Lane 
Rye, New York 10580 

Dear Larry: 

February 27, 1978 

There h•• been one change in oar program. Jack Stern bas 
had to cancel because of an accident. He is laid up w ith a 
broken leg, one of the casualties of New York 1s sno\.v. 

We wtll move up Cutter's speech on Monday afternoon and 
bold our board meeting after his lecture. It w ill give ue a 
chance to relax over lWlch and have Tl"'ore tim e to hand le our 
business. 

With all good w ishes I remain 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Sllver 

DJS:mp 



Rabbi William Cutter 
HUC-JIR 
3077 University Ave. 
Loa Angeles, California 90007 

Dear Bill: 

February 27, 1978 

Jack Stern has had to cancel hie appearance at our sen-, inar. 
He had the misfortune of breaking a leg in an automobile 
accident and is at the moment hospitalized. Would you 
mind if we moved your lecture ap to the earlier afternoon 
time? I would deeply appreciate it. 

With all good wishes I remain 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



• 

Rabbi Bruce Warahal 
Touro Synagogue 
P.O. Box 15186 
New Orlean1, La. 10175 

Dear Bruce: 

February 27, 1978 

There has been one change in our program. Jack Stern has 

had to cancel because of an accldent. He is laid up with a 

broken leg, one of the casualties of New York's snow. 

We will move up Cutter's speech on Monday afternoon and 

hold our board n 1.eeting after hie lecture. It will give ua a 
chance to relax over lunch and have more time to handle our 

business. 

With all good wishea I remain 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeren,y Silver 

D.JS:mp 



.. 

Rabbi Sheldon Zimmerman 
Central Synagogue 
123 E. 55th St. 
New York, N. Y. 10022 

Dear Shelly: 

February 27, 1978 

There has been one change in our program. Jack Stern hae 
had to cancel because of an accident. He is laid up with a 
broken leg, one of the casualties of New York'• snow. 

We ~,ul n"ove up Cutter'• speech on Monday afternoon and 
hold oar board meeting after his lecture. It w ill give u1 a 
chance to relax over lunch and have more time to handle our 
bus inesa. 

With all good wishes I remain 

Sinceeely, 

Daniel Je•emy Silver 

DJS:mp 



Rabbi Joshua Haberman 
Washington Hebrew Congregation 
3935 Macorn b St., N. W. 
Waahington, D. C. 20016 

Dear Jo•h: 

February 27, 1978 

There has been one change in our program. Jack Stern has 
had to cancel because of an accident. He is laid up with a 
broken leg, one of the casualties of New York's snow. 

We will move up Cutter'• 1peech on Monday afternoon and 
hold our board meeting after hie lecture. It will give us a 
chance to relax over lunch and have more time to handle our 
bu1ineae. 

With all good wishes I remain 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJ'S:mp 



Rabbi Peter J. Rubinstein 
Woodlands Community Temple 
50 Worthington Road 
White Plaine, N. Y. 10607 

Dear Peter: 

February 27, 1978 

There has been one change in our program. J'ack Stern has 
had to cancel because of a.n accident. He is laid up with a 
broken leg, one or the casualties of New York's snow. 

We will move up Cotter'• speech on Monday afternoon and 
hold our board n 1eeting after his lecture. It will give us a 
chance to relax over lunch and have more titre to handle our 
business. 

With all good w ishes I remain 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 
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Ufl I \/ERSAL I SM 
A N D 

P A R T I C U L A R I S M 

A SECOND SEMINAR 

March 13-14, 1978 

at the 

Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion 
40 W. 68th St., New York City 

sponsored by the 
TASK FORCE ON JEWISH IDENTITY 

of the 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
790 Madison Ave., New York, NY 10021 



UNIVERSALISM AND PARTICULARISM: A SECOND SEMINAR 

That Reform Judai sm i s committed to the s urvival of Is rael 
and the raising up of the next generation of Jews as Jews need 
not be argued; but wisdom suggests that we examine now effect­
ive l y we go about our wo rk. 

The papers !)res ented at Conference I inves ti gated various 
aspects o f our work--soc ial action, school curriculum and wor­
ship--to dis cover whether we transmitted our commitments clear­
ly a nd unequivoca ll y . The res ults of that research which were 
published in the CCAR Journal (Spring '77) s uggest that we have 
not been as effective as we would like to be in transmitting 
our particulari s t commitments. 

During follow-up discussions, several explanations have been 
s uggested for thi s failure: the original tilt of Reform towards 
universalism, born from our beginnings at a ti me when citizen­
ship and belonging we re emphasized and the sharp distinctions 
between faiths deliberately minimized ; the appeal of the power­
ful, but vague, phrases of the prophetic literature which en­
courage our social commitments, but not necess arily the re­
ligious 1 ife; and our habit of analys is by abstraction which 
leads us to seek the broad concept within and behind a particu­
lar religious moment or act. Wherever its value as a tool of 
scientific analysi s , positivism suggests that the mitzvot are 
not sacred in themse lves, but point to more significant con­
cerns; yet, when the richnes s and variety of Jewi s h 1 ife is re­
duced by analysis to some statement of the essence of Judai sm , 
the fragrance and the color of Jewish 1 ife is bleached out and 
its appeal reduced. 

In order to examine these hold-over habits of mind and to 
increase our capacity to express ourselves effectively, a sec­
ond conference was suggested which would critically examine our 
habits of thought and suggest positive and coherent theological 
positions which embrace all the concerns of the synagogue--the 
righteous 1 ife and the religious 1 ife. Speakers were not chosen 
as representatives of a particular ideology. What they share is 
a se rious concern for the appropriate expression of the lang­
uage of service and survival. 

REGI STRAT ION FEE $10 . 00 , WHICH INCLUDES Ll.NCHEON BOTH DAYS . 

There will be a brief oppor t uni ty for ques tions after each 
present ation . 



Progratn 
MONDAY, MARCH 13 

10:30 a.m. "Particularism and the Convention s of Weste rn 
Liberalism," Dr. David Sidorsky 

12: 15 p. m. Lunch 

1:30 p.m. "Survival and Social Action: How They Fit 
Together," Rabbi Jack Stern 

2:45 p.m . "Educational Method vs. Philosophy: Where 
Particularism and Universal ism Coll ide, 11 Rabbi 
Wi 11 i am Cutter 

TUESDAY, MARCH 14 

1 0 : 0 0 a . m . 11 The New E th n i c i t y , Re 1 i g i o us S u r v i v a 1 and 
Jewish Identity," Rabbi David Ellenson 

11: 15 a.m. "Problems of Modern Religious Thought: 
Tensions Between Particularism and Universal ism," 
Dr. Joseph L. Blau 

12:30 p.m. Lunch 

1: 30 p. m. ''The Convent i ona 1 Community and the Righteous 
of A 1 1 Na t i on s , " Rab b i I rw i n B 1 an k 

2:45 p.m. "Prophetic Judaism, The History of a Label," 
Rabbi Walter Jacob 

TO REGISTER: Make aheaks payahle to the 
Central Conference of American Rabbis, 
790 Madison Ave ., New York, N.Y. 10021 



ABOUT THE DISCUSSANTS 

IRWIN M. BLANK is Rabbi of Temp ]e Ohabei Sha1om in Brook-
1 ine, Mass. He is a past president of the Synagogue Council 
of America and Chairman of the Committee on Jus tice and Peace 
of the CCAR . 

JOSEPH L. BLAU is Professo r Emeritus of Religion at Columbia 
University and author of ~daism in America, ModerA Varieties 
of ~daism and Reform Judaism: A Historical Perspective . 

WILLIAM CUTTER is Professor of Education and Hebrew Litera­
ture at HUC-JIR, Ca1 ifornia and Director, Rhea Hirsch School 
of Education. 

DAVID ELLENSON is Rabbi of the Community Temple in Port 
Washington, New York and an instructor at HUC-JIR in New York 
City. 

WALTER JACOB is Rabbi of Rodef Shalom Congregation in Pitts­
burgh, Pa. and author of Chri st ianity Through Jewish Eyes. 

DAVID SIDORSKY is Professor of Philosophy at Co1umbia 
University and editor of The Future of the Jewish Community 
in America. 

JACK STERN, JR. is Rabbi of the Westchester Reform Temple, 
Scarsdale, New York. 



March 15, 1978 

Rabbi Elliott Steven• 
C entral Conference of Arr.er ican Rabble 
790 Madison Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10021 

Dear Elliott: 

The afternoon papers on Tuesday were good which was 
excellent • ince it enabled the Conference to begin and 
end on a high note. I gave Blau his check and arn 1T'ailing 
Sidor1ky'• today. Many thanks for your pron4 pt attention 
to th ia. 

My expen■es were $265. 00 which inclu••• the air fare, 
hotel, food etc. 

I want to thank you for all your help in putting this ae n-- inar 
together. Many thanks. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jerem.y Silver 

DJS:mp 
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Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circl e at Silver 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan, 

Park 

Ma re h l 5 , 1 9 7 8 
6 Adar II 5738 

Just a quick reflection on the Conference. I un­
fortunately could not remain for Walter Jacob's 
presentation and therefore can not comment on his 
work. I can only say that I was disappointed in 
most of the other presentations. Aside from David 
Sidorsky's extraordinary presentation and some of 
David Ellenson's insights, the level left much to 
be desired. I hope that we can be very careful in 
terms of the more intensive experience that we spoke 
about in committee. 

Best wishes for Purim. 

Sinc;;i•, 

;P<f--'-~/ 
/ sheldo: zinufrman 

Rabbi 
1 

.-(_~ C-£z 



Dr. David Sidoraky 
De partrrJ.ent of Philosophy 
Columbia Univers ity 
116th and Broadway 
New York, N. Y. 10027 

Dear David: 

March 16, 1978 

Yo ur lecture not on ly opened our conference brilliantly, but 
was referred to again and again in the discussions. ~! y only 
regret is that it cannot be circulated. I ho pe you will draw it 
together in sorn e for m and publish it or allow us to publish it. 

I am enclosing a St'Y'all token of our gratitude which can hardly 
begin to repay you fo r the time, effort and intelligence of your 
lecture. 

It ..vaa interesting to learn how our paths have crossed and re­
crossed from college days to today and I trust that one of 
these days oar families can sit down and really get to kno\v 
each other. 

With all good wishes and many thanks l remain 

Sincerely, 

DJS:mp 

Encl. 

Daniel Jeremy Sliver 
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CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
7 9 0 MAD ISON AVENUE • NEW YORK , N. Y 1 0 0 2 1 • ( 2 1 2) 7 3 4 - 7 1 6 6 

OHICEAS 

Office of the Executive Vien Prec:;1dPnt 

Rabbi Jerome R. Malino 
141 Deer Hill Avenue 

Danbury, CT 0681 0 

Dear Jerry: 

March 16, 1978 

As you know, we are on a three year program of God, Torah and I s rael 

for our conventions . We will be at the s ubj e c t of Israel for our 

1979 convention, and I am sure that you share my assumptio n that we 

are talking about peoplehood, including the State of Israel but not 

exclusive to it. 

As you also know, we have had a Task Force on Jewish Identity under 

Dan Silver which has been doing some excellent work on the language 

of particularlism as found in all aspects of Reform Judaism. They 

just finished their second conference (I'm sorry you were unable to 

get away for it) and have been moving around the regions very pro­

ductively and ingendering great interest in doing it. 

Dan Silver and I were talking about next steps the other day, and it 

occurred to me that the work of this Task Force,which he heads , could 

provide the core for the planning of the 1979 program , or at the very 

least, be a major part thereof. 

I told him I would write to you to broach the subjec~ . I know that 

you wouldn 't want to make any commitments until the Fall meeting of 

the new program committee , but on the other hand, ·it would be a good 

idea if you and Dan were to be in touch well prior to that so that 

discussions could ensue which would help you make up your mind as to 

whether you wanted to pursue this with the Program Committee, in which 

case it would probably be a good idea to bring Dan in for that meeting 

next Fall. I leave it now in your hands. 
4 

All good wishes. 

Shalom, 

JBG/s 
cc: Rabbis 

J 
Ely E. Pilchik, Daniel 

Joseph B. Glas er 

Jeremy Silve r 

Ely (: P,fcn . . Presid9n( 
Short Hills NJ 

Jorome A Ma,no. \.1ce PreS1<19flt 
Danoury, Col'ln 

• Jn4'y H &uok• n.co,d ng Seer flt ') 
Omaha, Nob 

( (jr,r 1 Ar C •Kut,ve Vice /lr~l(f. nt [)nor,/ ,s 
New YOik , NV 

~ B Gr.as• . Encutrv. ~ • f'nul(Mft( 

NewYorlr:, N.Y. 
Alfred Wolf TrN$ur., 

Lo Ange'-, C.I 
Jo·dM Pearlson, Flflllnc,• I Seer~/ rv 

TOfon , Can 11 
n-01 I Stevens. Adm,mstrat,v Secr•t111y 

N « York NY 



Rabbi David Ellenson 
The Con.rrunity Synagogue 
150 M iddle Neck Road 
P ort Washington. N. Y. 11050 

Dear David: 

March 16, 1978 

I want to thank you for your paper and for the opportunity 
it gave n'1e not only to get to know you as a person bat to 
feel sorr,ething of the quality of your TY'ind. It was a good 
piece and I was delighted for the opportun ity to react to it. 

I hope you Nill not delay too long in getting it in form so 
that I can subn,it it to the Journal for poss ible publication. 
I appreciate the time that went into preparation and thank 
you for it. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:fY\p 



Rabbi Jack Stern 
Westchester Reforn1 Temple 
2 5 5 Ma n.·""a rone ck Road 
Scarsdale, N. Y. 10583 

Dear Jack: 

1'..farch 16, 1978 

The conference has come and gone and you were missed. 
The papers were interesting and provided t'T' UCh food for 
thought. I hope that by now you are hol"T'e and wrell on the 
road to full recovery and that you will not only enjoy your 
congregational anniversary in good health and good spirits 
but draw together your paper so that I can at least see to 
its publication. 

~Ky beat to your fa rr~ily. W ith all good wishes I rerl"a in 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeret'Y"y Silver 

DJS:mp 



Rabbi William Cutter 
HUC-JIR. 
3077 University Avenue 
Los Angeles, Calif. 90007 

Dear Bill: 

March 16, 1978 

It was good listening to your paper and getting to spend a 
little tirne with you on Tuesday. Some day I hope our paths 
cross in lees arranged circun,stancea and that we have a 
chance to really get to knov' each other. As I aa id Tuesday, 
I hope you will find the right tern-,inology for the ideas that 
you u 1 -• working w ith and force all of us to really think 
about them. It is an important topic. 

I told Adele your museum would be in touch w ith her and 
she said •he looks forward to being helpful in any way that 
she can. With all good wishes fro"" house to house I 
retr'ain 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 

\ 
\ 

\ 



Rabbi Walter Jacob 
Rodef Shalom Ten"'ple 
4905 Fifth Avenue 
Pit~burgh, Pa. 152.13 

Dear Walter: 

Your paper helped end the conference on a high note. The 
u•efulnees for the papers is not simply that they were heard 
by the fe-N that were there, but that they are printed; so I 
hope you will not delay in getting a copy to rr,e so that I can 
submit it to the Journal. We had &on"e excellent reactions 
to last year's publications and our colleagues are beginning 
to focus in on the problem. 

I can appreciate the tim e and effort in the preparation of 
what was truly a first-rate piece. Many thanks. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



Rabbi Irw in M. Blank 
Ten-ple Ohabei Shalorr, 
1187 Beacon Street 
Brookline, Maas. 02146 

Dear Irv: 

March 16, 1978 

Your paper helped end the conference on ah igh note. The 
usefulness for the pa pers is not sirr.ply tha t they were heard 
by the few that were there, but that they are printed; so I 
hope you will not delay in getting a copy to f"V"e so that I can 
submit it to the Journal. We had some excellent reactions 
to last year's pablications and our colleagues are beginning 
to focus in on the problem. 

I can appreciate the time and effort in the preparation of 
what was truly a first-rate piece. ?v!any thanks. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeren~y Silver 

DJS:mp 



RABBI IRWIN M . BLANK 

TEMPLE 0HABEI SHALOM 

1187 BEACON STREET 

BROOKLINE, MASSACHUSETTS 02146 

March 17, 1978 

Rabbi Danfe1 Silver 
Tifereth Israel 
University Circle & Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan, 

It was good to see you again and to 
partfcfpate fn the seminar. Enclosed please 
find the manuscript of my paper. Hy expenses 
for the seminar came to $137.00. 

Hazal Tov on your SOthl Hay you continue 
to have many joys, and may I continue to enjoy 
your friendship for many years to come. 

IHB/fd 
Enclosures 

Sincerely, 

(\-y ~ ht. "31.- Jt. 
Irwfn H. Blank 
Rabbi 



Rabbi Sheldon Zim ff"ert'T'an 

Central Synagogue 
123 East 55th Street 
New York, N. Y. 10022 

Dear Shelly: 

March 20, 1978 

Thank you for the note. I agree. Sidorsky was excellent. 

I think it ie time that we take another tack and I will be 

in touch. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



March ZZ, 1978 

Rabbi Elliot Stevena 
Central Conference of Arn erican Rabbis 
790 Madi■on Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10021 

Dear Elliot: 

Here w~e etatea.ent of Irv Blank'• expen1es, copy of 
hi• letter enclo1ed. Thank• for taking care of it. 

DJS:n-,p 

Encl. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 



• 

Rabbi Irwin M. Blank 
Temple Ohabei Shalo~ 
1187 Beacon Street 
Brookline, Maee. 02l46 

Dear lrv: 

March 22, 1978 

I received your paper and forwarded it to the Journal. You 
will be hearing directly fron·:. Bernie Martin. I have sent 
notification of expenaee to Elliot Steven• at the CCAR and 
you will be hearing from him. 

Thanks for the good wiahee. Again, my thank• for the paper. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jerer,,y Silver 

DJS:~p 



-

.Rabbi Joseph Glaeer 
Central Conference of A1nerican Rabbis 
790 Madison Avenue 
New York, N. Y. lOOZL 

Dear Joe: 

Ju ly 27, l978 

The arrival of the newsletter remind• me that we have not tied do~rn the 
role of the Task Force for next year. You diacuaaed Nith me on several 
occaa ions the desirabili tf o.f relating our Task Force work and ne.xt 
spring'• conference. I kno, tha~ the Progra?n Commit tee met after 
To ronto. Is this s t ill ■ ornethmg that ie desired? Ir so, what is desired 
of us? Ir we a re going to be invol ved I w0uld like to see that new and 
meaningful work is ready and the time is short. 

Outside of whatever you plan for the main aeeaion, we might de 'lote some 
of the work shop• to the issues periphera l to the main peoplehood theine, 
particularly how univer•aliem and particulari•1n work ou t on a congrega­
tional level. We m ight ha ·,e one aesaion on the Je Nish 1urvival and re ­
lig iona school curriculum, another on adult educatLon, another on the 
pulpit. It would be intereating to devote some of the atudy aesaiona to 
auch themes aa the hi•tory of ref()r n's theolog ical thinking in this ar~a 
and to the theological isg nes th.enselve s. 

On another level we are still interested ln opening the aubject at ae veral 
regional conferences, particularly thoae in the northweat and the Pacific 
Coast. Again, I need to depend upon yoa to make this possible. 

On a new direction, I would like you to think about the pub lication of an 
anthology suitable for adult education use by members of the C ,.lnference 
and others dealing on our theme. Thia study waa auggeated at our last 
task force rneeti.ng, and I believe it to ha ve 1nerit. I am aarc a publi•her 
could be found and there might even be aome profit for the Conference. 
My idea would be to cull the Yearbook, the J ournal, and other aoarce1 
for appropriate material• and to aolicite new writing. I envieage a 



- • 
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volume of aeveral hundred pages which would present the hlatory of re­
form'• attitude wlth the practical and theological iaaue1 involved in the 
survival agenda, comparati ve material• by thinkers outside our movement 
(Isaiah Berlin, Buber, Agua ... ) and by 1ome of our own folk, paper• on 
the contradiction• of multiple loyaltie1 (that i•, the aoclology or modern 
Jewry), papers on what the iaeue look• like from another per• pectlve 
(England, Israel. .. ) and perhape an edited transcript of a dit1cuaeion I 
would v.,ant to hold in which participant• would be aeked to develop an agenda 
for synagogue consideration. Can I have your reaction? 

I trust th ie find• you in good health. 

Ae alway•, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



' 

I 
I 

Ii 

Ii 

I', 

I 

I 
I 

Rabbi J oseph Glaaer 
Central Conference of American Rabbi• 
790 Madison Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10021 

Dear J oe: 

Novem ber 29, 1978 

Purau.ant to our conversation of Monday, I wo uld like yo u to con­
sider the following observations. 

A tide of r eligious traditionalism is flowing in _the world. It can be 
aeen c learly in Iran and E gypt. Jimrnie Carter signals the emergence 
of the evangelical and fundamentalist cht1rches in A 1n erica. One 
could assimilate rnost of the cults into this p ic ture. A non g our own 
orthodoxy is increas ingly demanding in Israel. In the United States 
"Torah true " types happily abort any jo int a c tiv ities unless they 
mee t their rigid forms. 

The flow in religion parallels the abandonment of the l iberal position 
in pol itics. Everywhere rig idity is replacing flex ibility. Ideology is 
replacing idealis m . People w ith ans wers are rnore a t tractive than 
people wh o encourage others to ,nake up the ir o wn m inds. 

The implication• for liberal Judaism and fo r the liberals of the Amei-i­
can Jewish comtnunity are serious and deeerving of study, From the 
religious side the question must be asked whether the return of color­
ful tradition• i• alao a significant ablft toward• traditionalism . Can 
a religioa• posture which encoaragea individual judgment c ontinue to 
attract? Ia the current attraction of all groups with answers a pass­
ing phenomenon or a portend of thing• to come as future shock vi­
brates deeper and deeper into the society? Are there strategiea for 
a liberal faith to help as weather this ■torm? Will our own liberaliam 
become an ideology? IC so, what would be the conaeqoencea of that 
phenomenon? 



.. 

My •ugge1tion i• that our Taak Force on Jewlah Identity be empowered 
to conault with other organization•,whlch represent the aame "liberal" 
and "Jewl•h" pollty,about holding an Arden Hou•e conference which 
would involve, bealdea our own, people frorn polltlcal ac lence, ■oclol­
ogy, comrnunlty organization• etc. to lift up this theme. A readlng 
brochure should be prepared and u•ed •• the baai• of dl•cua•lon 
aeminara. The goal la underetanding. The conaequence would be a 
book of lnalghtful atudiea. 

Thia ia a quick aketch of what ia on rny mind. It waa good to be 
with you. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jererny Sliver 

DJS:rnp 
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C'~ipr,~;, C'l:J.i:"1 iilK 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
790 MADISON AVENUE • NEW YORK , N. Y. 10021 • (212) 734-7166 

Fe bruary 15, 1979 

TO: Chairmen of all CCAR Standing Conunittees, Conunission De legations , Ad Hoc 
Committees and Task Forces 

Dear Colleague, 

I am writing to you with my annual reminder that your annual r eports are due 
for publication in the 1979 Yearbook. As you know, the early convention makes 
it possible to begin work on the Yearbook earlier than usual. Although some 
committees will not meet until' April or May, those which have met, or plan to 
meet during the convention,are invited to submit such r-eports to the CCAR office. 
Often, these reports take the form of minutes of the most recent meeting, some 
of which we already have. 

In addition to their purpose as the Yearbook report, these r eports or minutes 
also serve to keep the CCAR office fully apprised and up-to-date on the work 
of our committees, and often generate further lines of inquiry or follow-up of 
their own accord. Additionally, we do c irculate all reports and minutes to the 
entire committee by mail, including the corresponding members who so hunger to 
be kept informed on the committee's work. Even if your work is only in progress, 
or you are indeed between projects, a brief paragraph would be very helpfu l and 
very much appreciated. 

I look forward to seeing you in Phoenix, and wish you all the best. 

Sincerely, 

~ j// / 
Elliot L. Stevens 

ELS:lmn 

OFFICERS 
Sidney L Regnor Exocur,ve Vice Pres1denr Emer,rus 

New York. N Y 
Ely E P11ch1k, President 

Short Hills, N.J 
Josepn B. Glaser. Executive Vice President 

New York. NY 

Jeroml' R Malmo. Vice Pres1denr 
Danbury Conn 

Alfred Woll, Treasurer 
Los Angeles, Cal 

Sidney H Brooks. Rcr-ord,nq Socrotary 
Omaha. Nob. 

Jordan Pearlson. Ftnanc1a/ Secrorary 
Toronto. Canada 

Elhot L. Stevens, Adm1nis1ra11ve Secretary 
New YOfk. NY 
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March 8, 1979 

Rabbi Jo1eph Glaser 
Central Conference of American .Rabbis 
790 Madison Avenoe 
New York, N. Y. 10021 

Dear Joe: 

I know that you are preparing for the Conference, but 
a recent letter from Elliot Stevens asking for material 
for the Year Book remind■ m e that I never received an 
answer to the letter I sent you, at your request, dealing 
with the Task Force. It is getting close to the time 
when we muat fish or cnt ba lt. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 
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C'~1pn~;, C'):li:, 1ilN 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
7 9 0 M A D I S O N A V E N U E • N E W Y O R K , N. Y. 1 0 0 2 1 • ( 2 1 2 ) 7 3 4 - 7 1 6 6 

OFFICERS: 

Office of the Executive Vice President 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
Silver Lake at University Circle 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan : 

March 13, 19 7 9 

Jer ry Malina an d I have had a long discussion about the Identity Task Force , 
and Jerry has some good ideas as t o where it mi ght go . Let ' s the three of 
us get t ogether t o discuss i t. Phoenix may be a little hect ic though we 
can try , or at leas t you and Jerry can get together. Otherwise , if you are 
planning t o be in New York , please give us as much notice as possible so 
t ha t we can arr ange somethin g . 

All good wishes . 

Shalom, 

Rabbi Jose 

JBG/s 

Ely E. Pilchik, President 
Short Hills, N.J. 

Jerome A. MaMno, Vice President 
Danbury, Conn. 

Sidney H. Brooks, Recording SecretllfY 
Omaha. Neb. 

Sidney L. Regner. E_xecutJve Vice President Emeritus 
New York, N.Y. 

Elliot L. Stevens, Administrative Secretary 
New Yon<, N.V. 

Joseph B. Glaser, Executive Vice President 
New York, N.Y. 

Alfred Woll, Treasurer 
Los Angeles, Cal. 

Jordan Pearlson, Financial SecretllfY 
Toronto, Canada 
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Rabbi Jerome Malino 
United Jewish Center 
141 Deer Hill A ve. 
Danbury, CT. 968l0 

Dear Jerry: 

March 19, 1979 

J oe Glaser ha• written that the two of you have been talk­
ing about the future of our Identity Task Force. As yon 
know, I have been concerned with it• direction and future 
activity. Unfortunately, 1 cannot be in Phoenix, but 1 do 
plan to be in New York on Sunday and Monday, Aprill 
and 2. Could we meet som e tirne on the afternoon of 
April 2? 

I trust you will have a most successful conference and 
I congratulate the C onference on having cho sen you aa 
our Prealdent. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 

cc: Rabbl Joaeph Glaaer 
., 



From the Desk Of 
Rabbi Elliot L. Stevens 

(212) 734-7166 

April 17, 1979 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
Tifereth Israel 
University Circle & Silver Park 
Cleveland, OH 44106 

Dear Dan, 

Although I know that the Task Force on Jewish Identity 
has not met during the current year, I wonder whether 
you can give us a paragraph or two for the 1979 Year 
Book. I believe that I heard Joe say that he has dis­
cussed with you the future direction of the Task Force, 
and something of this nature might be appropriate for 
publication. I would like to have all of the Committee 
reports on file by June 1 or so. If you would prefer 
not to submit a report this year, please let me know. 

Warm good wishes. 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
790 Madison Avenue • New York, N. Y. 10021 
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a y 2, 1979 

Rabbi Elliot L . Stevens 
Central Conference of Arnerican Rabbi• 
790 Madison A venue 
New Y 6rk, N. Y. 10021 

Dear Elliot: 

Here is the paragraph yoa asked for oa the Task Force 
on Jewish Identity: 

The Task Force on Jewish Identity did not ,neet 
during the year Mder consideration. Attempts 
to organize dlacassione of the Univeraaliet-Par­
tlc,1larlet laeuea ln the regions lllicited little in­
terest. A continalng diecuaaion was held by the 
chairman and leadership of the Conference as to 
the fatare of the Task Force and it ia hoped that 
this will lead to proper barial or resurrection. 

D.JS:mp 

Daniel Jerem y Silver 
Chairman 



... 

C'~ipr,~:, C'l:J.i:, iilK 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
7 9 0 MAD I SON AVENUE • NEW YORK, N. Y. 1 0 0 2 1 • ( 2 1 2) 7 3 4 - 7 1 6 6 

OFFICERS: 

Office of the Executive Vice President 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Zucker 
Bi rmingham Progressive Synagogue 
4 Sheepcote S t. 
Birmingham Bl6 BAA 
England 

Dear Dan: 

May 4 , 1979 

At the specific request of Daniel Jeremy Silver who is Chairman of t he 
CCAR Task Force on Jewi sh Identity, Jerome Malino. is now appointing you 
to that Task Force. You will be hearing all about the Task Force, its 
history and objectives from Dan himself i n the near f uture. 

Since we have a rule that no one can serve on more than one committee or 
commission except under the most exceptional circumstances, we are re­
moving you f rom the Resolutions Committee to which you had just been 
appointed. I'm sure that your new assignment will give you an even 
greater opportunity to uti lize your talents and capabilities product ively. 

I hope that your move from Birmingham to Birmingham will not be too 
inconvenient. Speaking of coincidences, the Chairman of the Committee 
you are leaving works in the same temple as the Chairman of the Committee 
to whom you are going and, c uriouser and curiouser, the latter has the 
same name as you have, b y accident I understand . 

All good wishes. 

Shalom 

Joseph B. Glaser 

P.S. I hope that the enclosed literature will answer the question in your 
recent letter. 

JBG/ J 
cc: JRabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 

I 
Ely E. Pilchlk, President 

Shor1H1lls, N.J . 
Jerome A Malmo, Vice President 

Danbury, Conn 
Sidney H. Brooks, R&eord,ng Secretary 

Omaha, Neb. 
Sidney L Aegn01 . Execur,ve V,ce President Emeritus 

New York, N.Y Joseph B. Glaser. Ex.aut,ve Vice President 
New Yortc. N Y 

Alfred Wolf, Treasurer 
Los Angeles, Cat. 

Jordan Pearlson, Fmenc,al Secretltf}' 
T0fon1o, Canada 

Elhot L Stevens. Admm,strt1t1ve S&eretary 
New YO(k N.Y. 



• 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland , Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

May 4, 1979 

I just want you to know how helpful our talk was . I believe 
that you a good 60% right on the " trivia" allegation which 
was enough to get me t hinking and moving immediately into 
different pa t terns and attitudes . 

You see , the weakness I confess to you about glomming onto 
catch phrases and jumping to conclusions is also a strength . 
Fortunately I am an intuitive person , and got the point 
immediately. While t hi~ has i nduced i n me a great deal of 
relaxat ion and sense of greater purposefulness , for which I 
personally thank you profoundly, I hope that it will also 
show in the work of the Conference . 

Thank you doctor. 

Shalom, 

/s 

790 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK, NEW YORK 1002 1 



Rabbl Herman E Sc:haalman 
Congregation Ernanael 
5959 N. Sheridan Road 
Chica10, Illin,,ls 60660 

Dear Her -nan: 

I am s ) rry I wae n 0t in Phl)enlx t~ congratulate y~a peraonally I 
am pleased that the Conference ■hose so wen and will be delighted 
to co ') perate in any way that I can 

This letter is a follow-up on a discllssion held Tuesday witb J'oe 
Glase r in New York City Fi11e yeara ago I was asked t"> chair a 
Taak Force ')n Jewiah Identity C0nceived during the heated Con· 
ference debates ~n inter T1arriage and Beraira, ~ur 1n andate was 
to help c .')lleagues think beyf)nd liberal Judais tn as a vague, dena­
tured uni verealism. To accom plish 0ur "consci~usneas-raiaing" 
prog-ra,n we organized two C,:,nferences on Uni.;ersalis"n-Parti­
culariarn at the New York Scbo'>l. I am sure y,.,u ha ve read the pa­
pers, rn"•t of which were published in the J 0 urnal ~r ... teform Juda­
i•m. 1 alan held •everal C'"lnsciousness-ra ising eetings with 
CCAR region• Ia tirne the debates which had notivated the Con­
ference's ()riglnal •intere1t subsided and we were not able to take 
the pr0gra•r: any further - which is n 0 t ta say that the question of 
affirrn:.ng a partlculari•t Jewiah identity within a liberal context 
ha• been re■olved . 

Thl• pa1t year the Ta1k Force did not meet. Over the months I 
held a 1erle1 of de•altory converaatlona wlth Joe Glaser about its 
fatare. Tae1day we came ap wltb an i.dea which 1 would like to dis -
ca•• with yoa after yoa have had a chance to talk with Joe, to read 
the annual report• of the Ta1k Force in the CCA& Year Book and 
to aa•irnllate thl• letter. 

In recent year■ the di•tlngal•hln& mark of oar movement ha• been 
the fact that we cannot define oar1elve•. Borowlts'• Per•pectlve 
wa1 an exca•e for a platform. 'l'he new lltar1Y l• ■haped aroand 
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varloa• lncon•l■tent theoloal••• UAHC achool materlal■ vary frorn 
pletlatlc and myatlcal to narrowly rational. My analy••• of ••rmon• 
auaa••t• that few colleagaea ■ peak from a phlloaophlcally con■latent 
ba■e. 

Clearly, a platform for our aroup cannot be written lo 1980. Some put 
thla down to ln■tltutlonal diaorganizatlon and intellectual ruazlne••• I 
think the laaue l• more baaic. Platform• aaaame the rationality of the 
faith enter prl••• Our age, which tarn• •o frequently to Buber and Scbo• 
lem, haa redlacovered the myetlcal and rne■elanlc - the lrratlonal ln 
the falth enterprl••• The lrratlonal cannot be reduced to loglcal flrat 
prlnciplea, which is not to aay that it can.not be dl•caaaed meanlngfully. 
We can exarnine what lies beaind our problem of deflnltlon. I believe 
a dialec tic histor ical approach can be taken to the qae■tion of identity. 
We occupy a certain place in the Jewiah contlnaam. The poles between 
whlch we operat, can be identified. 

Borowitz did this, but he described without preasin& the dialectic to• 
wards synthesis. It is thia task which the Task F orce would llke to 
pur~. The so-called clasaic ayntheaia resolved nineteenth century 
problems. P erhaps by defining more '8'ecisely our problems we can 
pr••• towards an appropriate synthesia for our liberal condition aa Jew■• 

A flr• t step would be the discuaaion of this problem with an eye to ana­
lyzlng clearly the dialectic tension between the rational and irrational, 
the traditional and the exis tential, particularism and apologetics, ro­
manticis m and rational, unity and diversity, community and indivldual, 
a■ they appear to ua. Two avenues of approach suggest the1naelvea as 
flrat steps - either an Arden House type conference with twenty to thirty 
lnvlted guesta diacuaaing a seriea of previously subm itted papers, or 
the aae of the ,norning Tora h aeasions at the next Conference to raiee 
aome ele1nenta of thl• broad apectrum of tension• under the guidance of 
thoee who have a particular and informed point of view. 

I would add that in elther ca1e I woald hope that rnoat leader• .would be 
drawn from el■ewbere than the College faculty. One of the roadblocks 
which standa ln the way of proare•• toward• 1elf-deflnition ia that eo 
many never aet beyond poaltlon• 1taked out by tbo•e frozn whom they 
learned theoloay at the College becaoae the■e are the only voice• they 
have heard. 

I do not envlaa1e an attempt at another platform. The end product will 
not be a paper, bat paper•: not agreement bat appreciation. It woald 
have a heightened degree of hl•torlc and tbeologlc •opblatlcation. At 



- .. 
3 

the end I would hope rnaoy would be able to alve better anawer• to the •o­
often aaked, and avoided, queatlon: lf liberal Judalam la dolng my Jewlah 
tblna, why do I need to be a liberal Jew? 

I wlll call you ■ornetlrne oext week •o we can talk aboat all of thl■. 

DJS:mp 

cc: Joe Glaser 
J'ero1ne Malino 

Aa alwaye, 

Daniel Jeremy Sliver 



DJ6/RC 

Rabbi Joseph B. Glaser, 
CCh.ft , 
790, Madison Avenue, 
~i.,\ YORK, 
N.Y. 10021, 
U " . .,;; .. , 
Dear Joe, 

lmost. lmost. 

Right ram.113. Wrong pev. 

9th May, l'T/9. 

My brother is Daniel Moses. I am Dayj.g Jererq. 

Yet on coincidence•••• Dad (John J.) taught Daniel Jeremy Silver 
prior to his Bar Mi tzvah, and Stuart Geller and I were classmates at 
Cincinnati ( 170) . 

I am honoured and pleased to serve on the Task ]~orce, yet I 
wonder if I may not also stay on the Resolutions Committee since 
that latter committee's work, I presume anyway, is both limited in 
its number of meetings and when 1 t meeta - probabl.7 prior to the 
Conventlon. In addition the meetings of both committees could con­
ceiYably take place in Cleveland, and as you suggest both Dan Silver 
snd Stu Geller serve at The Temple. 

Warm regard.a, 

Cordially, 

David Jeremy Zucker, 

Rabbi . 

c.a. Rabbi Daniel Jererq Silver/ 
Habbi Stuart Geller 
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Rabbi Lawrerlce A. Hoffman 
19 Ilillcrest lane 
Rye, New York 10580 

Dear Larry: 

May 21, 1979 

'lhn'e will be a meet:Jnj of the Tuk Faroe cm Jadsh Identity in 
New York city on June 18 at 10 A.M. It will px,bably be at the 
crAR office. If .necessary I will infonn you of any char¥]e of 
venue. 

I am exlos.ir¥J cnpy of a letter I sent Herb Schaalman which will 
bring you ~te. I~ to de\ote oor meet.inJ to a diacussia, 
of specific subject areas \tm.i.ch ~ d open up re.levant theological 
issues aoo. to the people woo cn1ld l ead these discussioos. 'Iba 
Qlnference has rot agreed to my proposal ab:>ut the mrning stooy 
sessions rut has asked for our specific suggestions arrl, I think, 
llDUld ruy a <Xltipleted program. We ought to be able to finish our 
blsiness by mid-aftenxxm. 

I trust this fims you in~ :ooalth. ~d yoi drop rre a line 
imicating your att:elldaooe. 

S~y, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

n:JS:np 

Ellcl. 



Rali)i Sheldon ZirrmeJ:Inan 
c.entral Synagogue 
123 E. 55th St. 
New York, N.Y. 10022 

Dear Shelly: 

1"ay 21, 1979 

'I11ere will be a meetin:J of the Task Force on Jewish Identity in 
New York City on June 18 at 10 A.M. It will probably be at the 
<X'AR d>ffice. If necessary I will :lfifionn you of any change of 
venue. 

I an eoclosin} oopy of a letter I sent Herb Schaalman which will 
bring you up-to-date. I tx,pe to devote air meetin:J to a discussia,, 
of ~ific subject areas which WJUld open up relevant theological 
issues am to the poople whJ could le:td these discussions. 'Ihe 
Oxlference has oot agxeed to my p.rqx>sal arout the m:,ming stooy 
sessions rut has asked for air specific suggestions aoo, I think, 
'°11.d b.ty a oacpleted program. We ought to oo able to finish oor, 
wsiness by mid-aft.ernoon. 

I trust this fims you in good ooalth. vbuld you drop IM a line 
irdicatin:J ~ attendalx:e. 

Six¥:m:ely, 

nmiel Jereny Silver 

008:np 

Encl. 
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Ralt>i Peter J. Rubinstein 
Nx>dlan:3.s camunity Tellple 
so ,vorthington M. 
White Plains, ~.Y. 10607 

Dear Peter: 

~-1ay 21, 1979 

'rhere will re a meetinJ of the Task Force on Jewish Identity in 
New Yark City on June 18 at 10 A.M. It will probably be at the 
<rAR office. If recessary I will infonn you of any change of 
venue. 

I am enclosing oopy of a lett.er I sent Herb SChaalman which will 
brlnJ you up-to-date. I l'¥Jpe to devote our rooeting to a disc,nssion 
of spec; fie subject areas which ~d open up relevant theological 
issues am to the pe:,ple woo ooul.d lead these discussions. The 
Olnferexx:e has rot agreed to my proi;x>sal aoout the IIDrning study 
sessions rut has asked for oor specific suggestions am, I think, 
1«Jllld b.ty a catpletai program. t'le ought to be able to finish our 
blsimss by mid-aftenxxm. 

I txust this fin::ls you in good health. blld you drop IM a line 
:JndicatinJ ~ attemance. 

Siooerely, 

Daniel Jet:en,y· Silver 

OOS:np 
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Ral:bi Joshua Hal::et!nan 
washington Heb!:af ColtJXe:Jation 
3935 tt:!icati> St., N.W. 
Nashington, D.C. 20016 

Dear Josh: 

~ 21, 1979 

There will ~ a neetinJ of the Task Poree en Jewish Identity in 
New York City on June 18 at 10 A.M. It will protebly be at the 
crAR office. If MCeSSary I will infonn yo.1 of aey change of 
VellUB. 

I am eoolosing oopy of a letter I sent Herb Schaalman which will 
bring you up-to-date. I rope to devote our ireet.in:J to a discussion 
of specific subject areas \\ihich \Olld open up relevant theological 
issues ard to the poople wm oould l e.ad these discussions. 'fl-le 
0:Jnfermce has rot agreal to my proJX>sal. aoout the noming stlxly 
sessions rut has asked for our specific suggestions am, I think, 
would h1y a oarpleterl program. We ought to be able to finish our 
hlsiness by mid-aft..ena,ri. 

I trust this fin:ls }101 in gooo. health. vblld you drop rre a line 
inilcatlDJ lOJr atteroance. 

Sin:erely, 

Daniel Jeeen1y Silver 

OOS:np 

Encl. 



Rathl David Zucker 
Tenple Emanu-El 
2100 llighlarrl Ave. 
Bhmingham, Ala. 35205 

Dear David: 

Hay 21, 1979 

iilel:e will be a meeting of the Task Force on Jewish Identity in 
New York City on June 18 at 10 A.M. It will probably be at the 
CDR office. If necessary I will infonn l'O'l of any chanJe of 
venue. 

I an enclosing o::,py of a letter I sent Herb Schaalman which will 
bring you up-to-date. I h:>pe to devote our neeting to a discussion 
of specific subject areas which ~ d Ofa'\ up rele\7ant ~logical 
:I sanes am to tte :r;a,pl e who could l ead these discussions . The 
Q:anfen:u,e has rot agreed to my proIXJsal atx:>ut the nnming sttrly 
aosoials but has asked for our specific suggestions and, I thim:, 
VJtJld bJy a ca,pleted program. We ought to be able to finish our 
bJsiness by mid-afterooon. 

I trust this firos you in good health. vb.lld you drop ne a line 
in:licatiBJ }OJI" attendance. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

nJS:np 

Encl. 



Rati>i Stuart Gartman 
Federation of IefoLm Synagogues 
UNI:: 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, U.Y. 10021 

Dear Stuart: 

r-tay 21 , 1979 

'!hare will he a meeting of the Task Force on Jewish Identity in 
New York City on J'une 18 at 10 A.M. It will pro~bly be at the 
OCAR office. If necessary I will infonn }'Oll of 8ffI change of 
~-

I am enclosing o::1f!i of a letter I sent Herb Schaalman ~ch will 
bring you up-to-date. I ~ to devote our meetin;J to a discuasion 
of specific subject areas lfflich would open up relevant theological 
issues ard to the poople woo oould lead t:Mse discussions. 'l1le 
O'mfl!t"el1Ce has not ag~ to my prorx,sal al::x:,ut the nornir¥J study 
sess:lrm rut has asked for our specific suggestions arn,I think, 
1IIOUld bly a oalplet.Ed progtmt. • ought to be able to finish our 
b1siness b:rJnldd-aftenm1. 

I trust this fims you in~ health. ~d you drop me a line 
indicatin:J lOJr attemance. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

OOS:np 

Encl. 
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HEBREW UNION COLLEGE- JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 
Cincinnati • New York • Los Angeles • ] erusalem 

Dear Dan, 

'° WEST 88th STRBBT • NEW YORJC, NEW YORK 10013 
(!U) 17S-o200 

May 29, 1979 

I welcomed your letter of May 21, and heartily endorse the 
proposal carried in the enclosed letter. It seems to me that 
the Torah study sessions might well benefit from some direction 
and cammon purpose. 

I must confess that I am not sure a convincing synthesis is 
possible, so I might quibble with your description of purpose 
(page 2, paragraph 3). But a thoughtful discussion of the 
conflict between polarities would be useful in any case. 

I am certainly in agreement regarding the desirability of not 
limiting discussion roles to HUC-JIR professors. To be sure, 
I have a higher regard for my colleagues in terms of their 
ability to break out of intellectual constraints than your letter 
would indicate, but still, our task Tequires us to go to the 
best persons available, and they may or may not be RUC teachers. 
I am somewhat distrustful of the way invitations are generally 
sent, however, and would want to be sure that we do not invite 
'big name' people who will deliver warmed over old positions; 
or, alternatively, and equally likely, politically tainted 
choices. The world of Jewish intellectuals is rife with 'cronyism' 
and I would hate to get involved with that. 

I find, unfortunately that I have engagements almost all day of June 
18. Would that you had selected the next day! I shall try to 
reshuffle appointments, but I doubt whether twill be successful. 
So I shall probably have to miss your meeting. Chaval! Ypur idea 
intrigues me. But 1 look forward to being a part in the playing out 
of whatever the task force comes up with. 

Sincerely, 



.. . 

Rabbi Lm1rencf! A. Hoffman 
Ilehre .. ,1 Union College 
J ewic;:1 Instit ute of Religion 
4 ., .'es t 6!1 th Street 
Neu :ork, •. Y. 10023 

Dear L'lrr , : 

Than1c vou f or our letter. I a,n aorry you cannot e with us. 
I hone you can "f"akc ,.i,nt ev~r chanves !ir e necec;r; qr v to ;\t least 
spend an hour or so . 

I woul d apprecia t e having vou l i s t for me for t he meP.tin~ 90T1le 
of the names which ar e obvious ly in your ,,,ind of peopl~ who could 
deal with specific topics. The name and the topic would be ap­
prec iated. -'\s a t eacher you have ~ad ~1 uni.c,uc chftnce t o natch 
the generation pass t hrough t he s chool ni per hnpq t1ere ar e one 
or two who nave done some t hinkin° i n SPt!Ci f ic arPris . 

Si ncer ely, 

1>1niel .Jeremy Silver 

DJS: mp 
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JOSHUA 0. HABERMAN, D. H. L . 

Senio r Rebbi 

Dear Dan , 

WASHINGTON HEBREW CONGREGATION 
Mass a chusetta Avenue a nd M a comb Stl"ee t , N W 

WA S H I N G T O N, D. C . 2 0016 

June 6 , 1979 

Thanks for sharing your letter to Herman Schaalman 
with me. I agree with you that the time has come 
to crystalize more clearly the various positions 
within Reform Judaism regarding Jewish identity . 
You're quite right in not pressing for definitions 
but rather in stressing the need to better under­
stand and appreciate the multi-faceted 0 wonder" 
we call Refonn Judaism. _,__c,,,••"c. •II, i#s rrt•-lorr, fL,Jew. 
Much to my regret, I shall not be able to attend 
a meeting of your Task Force in New York on June 
18th. I 'm leaving June 15th for a two-week vaca-
tion on Cape Cod. Please keep me posted. 

With fond greetings, 

As ever, 

Joshua O. Haberman 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland , Ohio 44106 



l RABBI SHELDON ZIMMERMAN 

Rabbi Vaniel ]enemy Silven 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Vean Rabbi Silven , 

June 8 , 1979 

Rabbi Zimmenman will attend the June 18th 

Ta~k Fo~ce on Jewi~h Identity meeting being 

held at the CCAR oooice . 



RABBI STUART A. GERTMAN 

838 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10021 



Rabbi Herman E. Schaal.man 
Congregation Emanuel 
5959 N. Sheridan Road 
Chicago, Illinois 60660 

Dear Herman: 

June 20, 1979 

The Task Poree on Jewish Identity •tin Rev York on Monday of this 
week, June 18. In line with my letter to you of May 4 and our tele­
phone conversation of May 12, the Comrittee tried to devise a format 
for the Torah aeaaions at the Conference which would provide a fresh 
and useful approach to the language in which theological and philo­
sophic discussions of all the issues involved in Jewish identity WIWlt 
necesaarily take place and to do so in a way which would be congruetlt 
with our profesaional experience. 

Modern thought ha• aoved away fran abstract theory and closed ayatema 
towards a proceaa of analysis which recognizes that theory and principle 
float in the air unlees an individual appropriates these ideas and ,-aves 
th- into his life. On this basis we ruled out the presenting of theo­
tetical papers on identity-related problama. 

What process do we use to arrive at tJeviaht' positions? Moat of ua re­
cognize that if we turn to the traditional texts there i• generally a 
gap between the literature and the poaitim we end up taking. Cm what 
baais then do we declare a position to be "Jewish"? Obviously, we tum 
to tradition. We also uae a personal feeling about the essence of Ju­
dai•. we aeek out recent research balancing out the old polarity be­
tween reaaon and revelation. we listen GD .,.aread colleagues' work. We 
look at options. we reflect ourselves ... 

'l'be conference has rarely examined how the individual rabbi goes about 
the process of making up his ndncl on specific matters, yet, it ia a case 
where the proces• detendnes the ultilllate po•ition and is it•lf a theo­
logical atatement. 

we were aade t:o understand that the Conference acbedul•• nine or ten 
concurrent three-aeaaion atudy group• during each Annual Meeting. It 
would be our suggestion that a l"tl!lber of congregational colleagues be 
uked to articulate tha proceas through which they ••Jee~ their ainc!a 
on a particular i•aues Jw.ortality, abortion, SALT II ... Each di•­
cuaaion would focua on proceaa, not the validity of ·a.J concluaion. 

\ 
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What theological iasuea entered into hi• thinking and when? Did he con­
sult the tradition and with what expectations? What theological princi­
ple• affected hi• analysis and how doea he use theology? How doe• he 
judge between conflicting academic opinions? Did a generalized concept 
about the nature of Reform Judai11111 weigh heavily? How did he arrive at 
this concept? Row does he translate broad ethical principle• into speci­
fic context•? How much does he oonaider poasible prudential iaauea, etc.? 

We would suggeet that colleagues be asked to diacusa iaauea drawn from 
three distinct areas: theology, ethics and practice. One set of diacua­
siona would be titleds How I 11ade up my mind about a particular theologi­
cal issue (a peraonal God, free will or revelation: another: How I made 
up my mind on an ethical iaaue (euthanuia, nuclear power or aettlementa 
on the west Banlc)1 and a thirds How I made up my mind on an iaaue of prac­
tice (missions, breaking a glue or creative service■). 

Each discussion leader would be responsible for a series of three aeeaiona. 
Each moming he would focus on a separate part of the process: the weigh­
ing of tradition, an analysis of his aeaumption about Reform, ■elf-aware­
ness and personal needa, eto. A specially trained group leader would be 
asaigned to each aeminar whose reaponaibility would be to keep the 41•­
cuaaion in focus. Thia is important. we are not interested in debating 
the diacuaaion leaders' conclwsiona but in analyzing how be arrived at 
them. 

We see diecueeion• of this type, which are neceeearily revealing, aa a 
step toward theological conaciousness-raieing and as usefully replicable. 
If these Torah session• prove attractive there is no reason why they can­
not be duplicated at regional conferences or within the eeveral congrega­
tion•. Wherever they are held they should aid us to focue on the question 
which we can no longer avoid for it ia central to our integrity and to the 
future of our movement, an what authority ck> we speak? What is really in­
volved in making a Jewish statemeJ".t? 

If thia program ia given a green light we .:>uld plan a pre-confer.nee 
session with the discussants and the aeaaion leaders to reinforce the 
approach we •uggeat, and a post-Conference session with the same group 
to asses• what happened and to make plan• for the future. 

Aa diacuaaion leader• we auggeat colleagues with pulpit experience who 
are known as thoughtful and reflective teachera. We emphasize the con­
gregational 1sflpactive becawse our focua ia exiatential and 1101native, 
not theoretical or historical. The canpetence of a particular speaker 
on a specific issue ia not aa significant ae his awareneaa of the pro­
cess by which he make• up his mind. Indeed, it would be iaportant not 
to uk colleagues to uee an issue which ie a hobby hone of their• and 
on which they have lost any sense of diatance. 
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The following names were auggeateda 

Herman J. Blumberg (an issue in aocial ethic■). 

Laura Geller (worship•• mitavah). 

Marc Gellman (aedlcal experlaantation or euthanasia.). 

Robert J. Marx (immortality, a personal God) 

Bernaro Mehlman (welfare legislation or social ethics). 

Sanford Ragins (God, dialogue). 

Jack D. Spiro (a pereonal God, Providence). 

Donald M. Splansky (Zioniam and the Reform movement, aliyah). 

Samuel M. Stahl (the messianic age, pray.r). 

Jack Stern, Jr., (pereonal or aocial ethics). 

Michaels. Stroh (homosexuality, new morality). 

It might be wise for 901119 member of the Task Force to act aa a diacue•ion 
leader ao 8011leone on the committee would have had personal experience 
with this approach. 

We have not contacted any of the above. When we do, if w. do, a good bit 
of explanation will be required, ao give us time if you want u• to go 
ahead. Should you "i•h I can aound out a number of these folk, or other• 
you may suggest, before your October meeting. This would be easiest for 
me since I will be leaving after Y011 JCippur for a aix--month sabbatical 
and the phone bill• from Oxford would be astronomical. 

With all good wishes from house to house, I remain 

DJSnnp 
ccs Joe Glaser and 
member• of COl!lllittee 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 



HERMAN E. SCHAALMAN 
Rabbi 

Dear Daniel: 

8tn.anue~ Cong/legation 
5959 Sheridan Road 

a, Tl&orndole .,lc,e,we 

Chicago 60660 July 3, 1979 

Thank you so nruch for your report on the neeting of your Conmittee. 
Joseph Glaser also wrote 100 and gave me his favorable impression of 
the work the Comnittee and you were doing. 

I would have no objection if you were to sowid out some of our Col­
leagues as to whether they would be prepared to be part of the type 
of program of which you wrote. It should be lIDderstood, however, 
that no obligation can be lIDdertaken by me because all of this is, of 
course, to be submitted to the Committee and to be decided by the 
Program Connnittee. 

I'm intrigued by the possibility of exploring the question of the 
process by which we arrive at Jewish decisions and an inquiry into 
their authenticity. It follows right up with my own sense of the 
need to delve into the inner meaning, theological, personal, rela­
tional of the role of the irodern Rabbi. It is in this connection 
that I could imagine that your Conmtlttee's work and proposals would 
be most helpful. You can therefore rely on 100 to help to present it 
in a very positive way to the Program Conmittee. 

When you have gotten some responses back from those whom you feel 
out, please be in touch with me again. 

In the ireantime, have a great stmnner. 

Every good wish, 

HES:sgk 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Cordially, 

I , 
--/ 

C?/ LJ.«<,~ 
Hennan E. Schaalman 
Rabbi 
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Rabbi Laura Geller 
Hillel FOUOOS.t1oo 
University of Southern ~J1fom1a 
3300 s. Hoover 
Los Angel es , Calif. 90007 

Dear Laura: 

July 27, 1979 

'Ih1s i s a strange letter in that I would like you to begin by read­
~ t he enclosed correspondence between reyself and Harold Sc~l­
uen. . . Having done so., I would ask whet her you would be interest­
ed 1n participating 1n this k:lnd of Conference program - if the Coo­
ference adopts it. 

~sentja J ly, we would ask you to take a t hene f'ran an •a of your 
interest such as worship as m1tzvah. It would be best if the theme 
be quite specific am. one 1n which you are not so totally engrossed 
that you might not be able to shed an advocacy role. The pUil)Ose of 
the exerc1se would be to discuss with a group of colleagues the way 
you develop your position on a specific issue: wha.t resources, secu­
lar and traditional, you consult; the theological or philosophic in­
t+rviset which urxierlies your original coomlttnent and its b&>is; whether 
you change your mind as you do research; etc. , etc . The question is 
haw do we arrive at our "Jewish" pooitions. 

The Conference has never atter'{)ted a program such as this, but I 
think it 18 an exciting and iq>ortant step forward. Our Task Force 
en Jewish Identity would meet with you before the Cooference and af­
ter so that we can renect together on what should happen an:l what 
has happened. I cmmot guarantee that the program will go forward, 
but I have been asked to sourxl you out and I hope you might be in­
terested. It you have 81\Y questions please do not hesitate to write. 

DJS:q> 

Encl. 

S,-OOerely. 

~el Jer-atJt Silver 



Rabbi Bemaro Mehlman 
Tenple Micah 
600 ''M" St., S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20024 

Dear Bernie: 

July 27, 1979 

This 1a a strange letter 1n that I would llke you to begin by read­
ing the enclosed correspcnience bet-ween inyself a.rd Harold Schall­
man. . . Having done so, I would ask whether you would be mterest­
ed in participating 1n this ldnd of Conference proci'aln - if the COn­
terence adopts it. 

F.ssentially, we would ask you to take a thane fl,an an area of yom-
1nterest such as welfare legislation or social ethics. It would be 
best if the thane be quite specific and ooe 1n whi~ you are not so 
totally engrossed that you might not be able to shed an advocacy role. 
The purpose or the exercise would be to discuss with a group of col­
leagues the way you develop your poeitioo on a specific issue: what 
resources, secular and trad1 tional, you consult; the theological or 
philosophic mimset which underlies your orig1nal conmitment and its 
basis j whether you change your mirxi as you do research; etc. , etc. 
The question 1s how do we arrive at our "Jewish" positions. 

The Conference has never attenpted a program such as this, but I 
think it 1s an exciting ard inportant step forward. OUr Task Force 
on Jewish Identity would meet witn you before the Coof'erence ani af­
ter so that we can reflect together on what should happen arxi what 
has happened. I carn:>t guarantee that the program will go forward, 
but I have been asked to sound you out and I hope you might be in­
terested. If you have 81\Y questions please do mt hesitate to write. 

00S:q> 

Encl. 

8,1.ncerely, 

ten,1el Jm't:ll\Y S11 ver 
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Rabbi Herman J. Bl\.lli>erg 
SolCJim Schecter Day School 
46 Pine Ridge Rd. 
Waban, MA. 02168 

Dear Hexmlr1: 

July 27, 1979 

'lhls is a strange letter 1n that I would like you to begin by read­
int the enclosed corresponience between myself an1 Harold Schall­
man. . . Having done so, I would ask whether you wwld be interest­
ed in participating in t his k1nl of Conference program - 1r the Coo­
ference adopts it. 

F.ssentially, we would ask you to take a thane fran an area of your 
interest such as .,.;a, ethics. It would be best if the theme be 
quite specific ani one in which you are rot so totally etgt'08.Sed that 
you might not be able to shed an advocacy role. The purpose of the 
exercise would be to discuss with a group of colleagues the way you 
develop your pos1t1oo on a specific issue: what resources, secular 
and traditiooal, you consult; the theological or philosophic mindset 
which underlies your original ccmnitment and its basi s ; whether you 
change your m1.ai as you do research; etc., etc . The question is how 
do we arrive at our "Jewish '! posi t ions. 

The Conference has never attempted a pro{78In such as t his1 but I 
think it is an exciting am important step forward. OUr Task Force 
on Jewish Identity would neet with you before the Conference and af­
ter so that we can renect together on what should happen arxl what 
has happened. I cannot guarantee that the program will go forward, 
but I have been asked to sound you out am I hOpe you l'lU.l?'J'lt be in­
terested. It you have any questions please do not hesitat e to write . 

OO'S:np 

Encl. 

Sincerely~ 

~el Jerel\Y Silver 
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Rabbi Jack Stern, Jr. 
Westchester Refonn Tenple 
255 Mamaroneck Road 
Scarsdale, N.Y. 10583 

Dear Jack: 

July 27, 1979 

'Ihis ls a strange letter 1n that I would llke you to beg1n by read­
ing the enclosed corresponlence between 11\VSelt arxi Harold Schaal.­
man . . . Having done so, I would ask whether you would be interest­
ed in participating in this kind of Conference program - if the Con­
ference adopts it. 

Essentially, we would ask you to take a theoo rrom an area of your 
interest such as personal or social ethics. It would be beet if the 
theme be quite specific and one in which you are not so totally en­
grossed that you might not be able to shed an advocacy role. The pur­
pose of the exercise would be to discuss with a group of colleagues 
the w;zy you develop your IX)sit1on on a specific issue: what resources, 
secular am traditional, you consult; the theological or philosophic 
mindset which UJXlerllea your orlg;lnal camdbrent tm.d its basis; whether 
you change your mind as you do research; etc., etc. The question is 
how do we arrive at our "Jewish" positions. 

'Ihe Conference has never attenpted a program such aa this, but I 
think it 1s an exciting and important step forward. OUr Task Force 
on Jewish Identity would meet with you before the Conference am af­
ter so that we can renect together on what should happen and what 
has happened. I canrx>t guarantee that the program will go forward, 
but I have been asked to sound you out and I hope you might be in­
terested. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to write. 

OJS:np 

Encl. 

Sincerely, 

~elJE!rell\YS1lver 



Rabbi Sam.tel Stahl 
Tel'J1)le Beth-El 
211 Belknap Pl. 
San Antonio, Texas 78212 

Dear Sam: 

July 27, 1979 

'Ibis is a strange letter 1n that I would like you to begin by read­
ing the enclosed correspondence between nwself and Harold Schaal­
man. . . Having done so, I would ask whether you would be interest­
ed in participating 1n this kind of Conference program - if the Con­
f erence adopts it. 

Essentially, we would ask you to take a thane fran an area of your 
interest such as either worship or the nature of redemption and the 
messianic age. It would be best if the theme be quite specific and one 
in which you are not so totally engrossed that you might not be able 
to shed an adVocacy role. The purpose or the exercise would be to dis­
cuss with a group of colleagues the way you develop your position on 
a specific issue: what resources., secular and traditional, you consult; 
the theolo~cal or philosophic mindset which underlies your or1e1nal 
ccmn.1.tment am its basis; whether you change your nind as you do re­
search; etc., etc. 'Ihe question is how do we arrive at our "Jewish" 
positions. 

The Conference has never attanpted a program such as this, but I 
think it 1a an exciting and 1mportant step forward. Our Task Poree 
on Jewish Identity would meet with you before the Conference and a.r­
ter so that we can reflect together on what should happen ani what 
has happened. I cannot guarantee that the progrm1 will go forward, 
but I have been asked to sound you out and I hope you mieht be in­
terested. If you have any questions please do mt hesitaee to write. 

ros:irp 

Encl. 

Sincerely, 

Quuel JerefI\Y Silver 



Rabbi Robert J. Marx 
Temple Solel 
Box 838 
Highland Park, Ill. 60035 

Dear Bob: 

July 27, 1979 

'Ibis i s a strange l etter in that I would like you to begin by read­
ing the enclosed corresporxience between ff\YBelf and Harold Schaal.­
man. . . Having done so, I would ask whether you would be interest­
ed 1n participating 1n this kind of Conference program - if the Con­
ference adopts it . 

Essentially, we would ask you t o take a t heme fran an area of your 
interest such as theology . It would be best if the thene be quite 
specific and one in which you are not so totally enerossed that you 
might not be abl e to shed an advocacy role. The purpose of the exe:r­
cise would be to discuss with a group of colleagues the way you de­
velop your position on a specific i ssue: what resources , secular and 
traditional, you consult ; t he theological or phil osophic rnimaet which 
underlies your or1ginal ccmnitamt and its basis ; whether you change 
your mind as you do research; etc. , etc. 'Ihe question is how do we ar­
rive at our "Jewish" positions. 

The Conference has never attempted a program such as this , but I 
think lt is an exciting and important step forward. Our Task Force 
on Jewish Identity would meet with you before the Conference and af­
teJ!' so that we can ref lect t ogether on what should happen and what 
has happened. I cannot guarantee that the program will go forward, 
but I have been asked to sO\D'ld you out and I hq>e you might be in­
terested. If you have 8l\Y questions please ck> rot hesitate to write. 

I 

DJS:mp 

Encl. 

~ly, 

~el Jet-eD\Y Silver 



Rabbi Jack D. Spiro 
Congregation Beth Ahabah 
1111 W. Franklin St. 
Richr1x:>nd, Va . 23220 

Dear Jack: 

J~y 27, 1979 

This is a strange letter in that I would like you to begin by read­
ing the enclosed correspondence between nwself and Harold Schaal­
man. • • Having done so, I would ask whether you \lould be interest­
ed in participating 1n this kind of Conference pro(7'am - i f the Con­
ference adopts it. 

Essentially, we would ask you to take a thane .rran an area of your 
interest such as theology. It would be best if the theme be quite 
specific am one in which you are not so totally engrossed that you 
might not be able to shed an advocacy role. The purpose of the exer­
cise would be to discuss with a group of colleagues t he way you de­
velop your position on a specific issue: what resources , secular and 
traditional, you consult; t he theological or philosophic mindset which 
underlies your original coomitment and its basis; whether you chame 
your mind as you do research ; etc., etc. 'Ihe question is how do we a.I'­
rive at our "Jewish" positions. 

The Conference has never attempted a prorg-am such as this, but I 
think it 1s an exciting and important step forward. Our Task Force 
on Jewish Identity would meet with you before the Conference and af­
ter so that we can reflect together on What should happen and what 
has happened. I cannot guarantee that the progr:'81Il will go forward, 
but I have been asked to sound you out ar.rl I hope you mibbt be in­
terested. Ir you have any questions please do mt hesitate to write. 

DJS:Jll) 

Encl. 

Sj.ncerely, 

~el Jereny Silver 



TEMPLE IHH-EL 

211 BELKNAP PIACE • SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78212 • (5 12) 733-9135 

SAMUEL M. ST AHL, D.H.L. 

August 6, 1979 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
26000 Shaker Blvd. 
Beachwood, Ohio 44122 

Dear Daniel: 

I just returned from vacation and 

Rabbi 

was delighted to find your letter of 
July 27 awaiting me. 

I am very interested in working with 
you on the CCAR project of determining 
the process of arriving at a "Jewish" 
position. 

Have a very rewarding sabbatical. 

FOUNDED 1874 ----------------------



CONGREGATION SOLEL 

1301 Clavey Road • Highland Park, Illinois 60035 • (312) 433-3555 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 

August 3, 1979 

University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, OH 44106 

Dear Dan: 

Robert J. Marx, Rabbi 

Your letter fascinated me-~ particularly because I 
have been examining the roots of my own commitments in an 
effort to determine where Halakah and Judaism leave off 
and where Robert Marx, the political liberal begins. 

I would be delighted to be part of the program when 
and if it develops. Please keep me posted and let me 
know how I can help. 

In the meantime, I hope you are having a pleasant 
and res.tful summer. 

RJM:fae 

Sincerely yours, 

rEk 
Robert J. Marx 
Rabbi 



«rnngregation ~etq ~~aha4 
1111 ~ad ~ra11klin Jitnet 

~ic~monb, ~irginia 23220 

DR . .JACK 0 . SPIRO 
RABBI 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
Uti versi ty Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Daniel: 

7 August 1979 

After just returning from a hectic tour of the Orient, my 
drooping eyes opened wide on reading your letter of July 27th 
as well as the enclosed correspondence. I think the idea and 
fonnat of the program for the CCAR are splendid. 

I can think of no area which would be more natural for me in 
terms of discussing the processes whereby I have reached 
decisions than that of Jewish education. I have been parti­
cularly concemed with Jewish epistemology. lffly is knowledge 
so important in Jewish tradition, what are the values of 
knowing, what does knowledge actually mean in the sources, etc.? 
I can certainly deal with the processes whereby I have reached 
conclusions about Jewish education to the various criteria 
you mention in your letter. 

I hope this program becomes a reality. It sotmds very 
promising. 

Warmest personal regards and best wishes. 

Yours, 

fl 
JDS :mpg 



• 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy SilYer 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Daniel, 

OUSE 
A CENTER FOR JEWISH LIFE AT 

USC 
August 7, 1979 

I have several reactions to the kind ot Torah session you outline 
in your letter. First, the idea is really exciting and at the 
same time rather terrifying. The notion of lifting up the process 
by which I make "Jewish" decisions and really looking at it leaves 
open the poeaibility that in place of process is a mere bwnbling 
through all the competing claims that weigh on my lite. That's 
what's terrifying. But the possibility of really discovering a 
process is exciting because it would provide a sense ot authenticity 
that I often feel is lacking in ay lite as a non-traditional rabbi. 
In other words, it is a wonderful idea, but one that needs very 
careful planning in order to actualize. I agree that it is important 
to have a trained group leader in every group and that colleagues 
should be carefully advised before the Torah session so that they 
don't expect something different. Since the goal of the session 
is to help every rabbi understand the process of his or her decision 
making, perhaps it would be better to use the three sessions a little 
differently trom the way you describe in your letter. Instead of one 
colleague using three sessions to explore his or her own process, 
the first two sessions might be shared by several colleagues outlining 
their own processes on related questions and the final session focusing 

• 

on the colleagues in the group. Sc~ond, I'• not sure why you 
suggest that colleagues stay away from issues that they are closely 
connected with. It seems to Ille that it is precisely in those areas wher~ 
we• really address the important questions you raise. For example, 
as I read your letter I immediately thought ot my own struggle with 
developing a Jewish way to celebrate Rosh Hodesh, which was impor-
tant to me because of ay involvement with women's issues. If we 
really focus on process as opposed to advocacy, I think those questions 
people really feel strongly about might be very appropriate issues for 
exploration. 

In addition to these reactions, I also feel very flattered to be 
invited to participate in the program. I don't see myself aa 
the kind of discussion leader you describe in the last paragraph 
of your letter to Rabbi Schulman - with pulpit experience in the 
traditional Refor11 congregation sense or as a thoughtful and reflective 
teacher. But I'd be willing to participate as a discussion leader 
in the more modest form I describe above if that seems to you to 
be appropriate. 

RABBI LAURA GELLER- DIRECTOR DAVID ORDIN, M.A., M.S.W. - ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 

3300 SOUTH HOOVER BLVD . / LOS ANGELES , CALIFORNIA 90007 / (213) 747 - 9135 • 747 - 9136 
SponlOf'ed by LOS ANGELES HILLEL COUNCIL • Constituent Atlncv of JEWISH FEDERATION- COUNCIL of GREATER LOS ANGELES • Affiliated wi111 B'NAI B'RITH HILLEL FOUNDATIONS 
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OUSE 
A CENTER FOR JEWISH LIFE AT 

use 
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Again, I teel enormously challenged by the issues you raise and I'm sure other colleagues will aa well. I look forward to continuing our conversation - in other letters and at the Co~erence. 

. ! • aha.lo•, 

~ 
Rabbi Laura Geller 

RABBI LAURA GELLER - DIRECTOR DAVID ORDIN, M.A .. M.S.W. - ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 
3 300 SOUTH HOOVER BLVD . / LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90007 / (213) 747 - 9135 • 747 - 9138 _.....,..., LOS ANGELES HILLEL COUNCIL • Constituent Atlncv of JEWISH FEDERATION-COUNCIL of GREATER LOS ANGELES • Affiliated whh l 'NAI B'RITH HILLEL FOUNOATIONI 
..... .at-VY 
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TEMPLE 

EMANU- EL 
2100 HIGHLAND AVENUE 
BIRMINGHAM, ALA. 35205 

SENIOR RABBI 
DAVID JEREMY ZUCKER, M.A., Ph.D. 

RABBI EMERITUS 
MILTON L. GRAFMAN, D.D. 

ASSISTANT RABBI 
JAMES S. GLAZIER, M.A.H.L. 

August 10, 1979 

Rabbi Jeremy Daniel Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

Today I received a letter which was posted 
on May 22nd which invited me to a meeting at the CCAR 
office on June 18th. The fact of the matter is that I 
would have been in England at the time . None the less 
I would have responded to your letter had I received it. 
I would appreciate any material that came out of the 
June 18th meeting . 

On a more personal note, I have met your mother­
in-law, spoken to your father-in-law and established the 
fact of Dad having a relationship with you,so in a very 
real sense I have a somewhat convoluted mishpacha here 
in Birmingham. 

Wishi ng you and your family well for the Hi gh 
Holy Days. 

Rabbi David Jeremy Zucker 

DJZ:hb 



Rabbi !avid J~ Zucker 
Terrl>le ~u-El 
2100 Highl.aoo Avenue 
B1rm1.ngbam, Alabama 35205 

Dear David: 

Augµst 14, 1979 . 

'lbank you for your k1rxl note or August 10. I mn sorry that 
om- letters crossed transatlanticaJ ly. I am enclos~ a copy 
or the irater1al which was sent out to various prospective 
seminar leaders which I think will brirg you up-to-date on 
our work. It would be best to read the letter to Hennen 
Schaalman N.rst and then to read my follow-up to the various 
participants. A quick review of the annual report of the Task 
Force 1n the CCAR Joumal will give a preview to these letters. 

I am glad you met rey in-laws. They are lovely people. I look 
forward to meeting you soon. 

00S:np 
Encl. 

Sincerezy, 

Iaiiel Jereau Silver 



Rabbi Daniel J. Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver 

Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

TEfi4PLE 
ISR.AE L 
Longwood Avenue and Plymouth Street 
Boston, M assachusetts 02215 
T elephone 617-566-3960 

RABBI Bernard H . Mehlman 

22 August 1979 
29 Av 5739 

Your letter of July 27 which was sent to my former congre­
gation in Washington was finally sent to me here in Wisconsin where 
I am presently on vacation. I have looked through the correspondence 
as you requested and have my doubts as to whether I can take part in 
what you are suggesting. I have assumed some responsibility with 
Alex Schindler's Task Force on Outreach and am also in the midst of 
working on the Hebrew Language Curriculum for the Commission on Jewish 
Education. These two extra curricular activities have occupied a great 
deal of my time lately. At this point in the year, I am reluctant to 
assume another responsibility for fear that I will not be able to give 
it my fullest attention. 

The idea is most appealing and seems to have promise but I am 
jus:unsure at this point that I can assume tha t responsibility and gi ve 
it the time that it seems to require. 

I appreciate your thinking of me and hope that I will be able 
to be of service at some future time. 

With best personal r egards . 

Cordially, 

~ 
BHM/vunn Rabbi Bernard H. Mehlman 



.. . 

WESTCHESTER REFORM TEMPLE 255 MAMARONECK ROAD • SCARSDALE, N. Y. 10583 

Rabbi Daniel Silver 
The Temple 

August 27. 1979 

University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland• Ohio 44106 

Dear Danny: 

Many thanks for your letter of July 27. 

Jack Stern, Jr. 
Rabbi 

Should the program come about, I shall be pleased 
to take part. 

I look forward to hearing from you and. meanwhile, 
send my best wishes for the New Year. 

sincerely. 

JS:es 



- OIIGANIZ IE O 17 et -

1111 ~est ~rimldiu ~h-eet 

lticltmonb, Eirginin 23220 
'-

DR. JACK 0. SPIRO 
RABBI 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Daniel: 

27 August 1979 

With regard to your letter of July 27th, I recently replied that 
the area of Jewish education would be most suitable for me to 
discuss. I would like to add cotmseling to this. I have been 
certified in rational-emotive therapy, and I would be happy to 
discuss the processes involved, why I find this form of cotmseling 
to be consonant with Jewish values, the relationship between "RET" 
and my Jewish comrni tments, rabbinic "authority" and the counseling 
process, etc. 

Warmest personal regards and best wishes during the preparatory 
month of Elul. 

P.S. Cordial greetings from Harold and Gail Straus. 

JDS:mpg 



.. 

Rabbi Herman E. Schaalman 
Congregation Emanuel 
5959 N. Sheridan Road 
Chicago, Illinois 60660 

Dear Herm.-w: 

'"" c..pter. er 5, 1979 

Followine up on our correspondence conce~ the Conference 
pror;rom, I circulated t he enclosed letter to a ntll'.i:>er of col­
l eagues whose naries the Task Force had suggested. Their answers 
are enclosed. As you will s ee, vdth one exception, they a.I~ in­
trir,,ted by the idea and more t han eager to participate . 

I know that you will be meetin[; 1n October and I shall be at Ox­
ford on sabbatical. If the Conference desires t o co ahead vrith 
the p~, I will be in regular touch with~ office antl am 
qu1 t e prepared to do the organizine required. I would presl.llOO 
that this would include correspondence with the chosen discus­
sion leaders to make sure that they are clear on our focus and 
orcanizing a meeting before the Conference for everyone who will 
be involved. We will need to kncM how many sections you would 
like to divide the program into. 

I trust you am your family are well, that your sermons are in 
shape and that Chicago is enjoying better political health t han 
Clevelar¥l. A Happy New Year . 

.. Sinc_f:rely, 

ti f8ni.el Jereey Silver 



, 
• 

C'~ipr,~;, C'l:li;-t ii:\l( 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
7 9 0 M A D I S O N A V E N U E • N E W Y O A K , N. Y. 1 0 0 2 1 • ( 2 1 2 ) 7 3 4 - 7 1 6 6 

Office of the Executive Vice President 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The:! Temple 
University Circle & Silver Park 
Cleveland, OH 44106 

Dear Dan: 

May 6, 1980 

Welcome back from Oxford and the Orient . I am eager to hear first-hand 
about both. 

It ' s too bad that I was in Philadelphia the day you were in New York . I 
would have loved to have spent some time with you . Let ' s try again soon . 

I have the feeling that the identity project just isn't catching on. As 
you know, it is hard to get a handle on it . I suggest that we put it on 
the b3ck burner at least until Pittsburgh, when you, Herman, Jerome Malina 
and I might be able to get together to try to determine what the future 

' of the project will be. Maybe it ' s just that we have so many other things 
going .. .. 

Warmest good wishes . 

JBG/s 

...,. 

I 
Shaloo/ 

l j ~ 
1..1 .• -

ill" /' 
Rabbi Jos,ap~. Glaser 

I 
I 

OFFICERS: 
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New York, NY 
Jerome A Malina. President 
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Joseph 8 Glaser Executive Vice President 

New York NY 

Meyer Heller. Treasurer 
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Robort J. Marx. Recording Secretary 
Highland Park, IL 

Sylvan D Schwartzman Fmanc1al Secretary 
C1ncmna1t Ohio 

Sidney L. Regner, Executive Vice President Ememus 
New York. NY 

Jacob R Marcus Honorary President 
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i lab bi Joseph - . Glaser 
Ce1 jtFc.l Conferer.ce of American Rabbis 
790 l 'ladison Avenue 
:Je\~ York, u . Y . 10021 

Dear Joe : 

,r,.. l'? 1 "'oO 
• I.C.y J , - J 

I ,:ill be l ppy to tall .. over the i nti ty proj('ct i n 
Pittnbur0 n. l ~r feel inl: &bout it is t hat it rca l.J..•r ought 
t.o be buriw. liistory i s ir,1!')0sin__. 1 oentj ty on our "9eoplc 
wi t:iout our haviri _: to co 1 !UCl 1 o.Lout it , if we • ,ere ever 
re&.llJ effective in tr:at r espect . 

I cu-:t r-J_ad you are well . \litl all cood wi shes I r ernin 

Sinceall,y , 

J)rurl.el t.T ere:rny 81 1 ver 

DJS :mp 

I 
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