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Rabbl Arthur Lelyveld 
Falrmount Temple 
23737 Fairmount Blvd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 44121 

Dear Arthur: 

February 23, 1977 

Aa you know, the Ta1k Force on Jewish Identity held a seminar on 
Univeraalism and Particularism on November 8-9, 1976. Nine paper• 
were presented to a sizeable audience of atudente and rabbis. he 
papers will be publiabed in a fortbcoming isaue of the Journal. 

We would like to convene tbe second seminar under the same general 
rubrlc aa the first. Tbe first time around neces arily we had to devote 
a good bit of time to determine wbere we are. e needed to position 
oar movement in this general area and, 1 think, we succeeded in doing 
so. ow lt ls lmpo rtant to raise the implied and implicit theological 
la sue. 

We envision another two day meeting. One aet of preaentatione would 
focu• on wbat has been said about the legitimac~ of Jewish identity by 
oar thinker•. The theologians of the classical period were eager to 
break oat of parochlal bounds rather than to turn inward. e need to 
know wbat they aald and why. The larger group of papers would tackle 
varioa• theological theme• whlch impinge on our attitudes towards par
tlcolarlatic lnvolvement (l. e. tbe mission of Israel, messianism, the 
nature of the K 'lal, and prophetic Judai•m in an unredeemtld world). 
A third aet of paper• would examlne the que•tlon of Jewieh identity as 
lt emerge• ln. a non-Amerlcan ellvlronmen.ta (Europe, Israel). 

We managed the fl rat •emlna r on a budget of $1, 000. We beld our 
Taalt Force meeting ln conjunction with the Conference. ~To bonor
arlama were pald. We woald pay only expen•e•. We believe that 
$1200-1300 would take care or everything. Bernie Martin ha• expre••ed 
intereet ln publlahln& the eecond •et of tbeae paper•. It might even 
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be poaalble for tbe Conference to publlab an lmportant book of ea1ay1 
derived from both conference•. 

I hope the Conference wlll make tbl• money available ao that we can 
contlnue the work whlcb we have been aaked to do. 

Wlth all good wlahe• I remain 

Slncerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Sllver 

DJS:mp 



Rabbi Joaeph Glaser 
Central Conference of American Rabbis 
790 Madison Avenue 

ew York, . Y. 10021 

Dear Joe: 

F bruary 23, 1977 

When we viaited in New York we 1poke of the Task Force'• concern 
that the subject of "Jewish Identity" be raised in the regions. ur 
original mandate from the CCA Board was to stimulate Board dis
cussion and concern for this theme. Vfe believe we now have the ba
ils for an intelligent and interesting preeentatio . 

To review briefiy, we held a two-day ubllc conference in New York. 
The nine papers will be published in the summer issue of the Jo11mal. 
We are propoaing a second conference for the spring of 1978. If we 
get a provislonal go-ahead, a good bit of work will be under way be
aide the publiabed material. We would like to share our findings, con
cern• and ongoing interests with colleagues. ne way to do this would 
be to have members of the Task Force make presentatlon• at reglonal 
conferences. I have spoken of this to our Task Force and the men have 
lndlcated that Lf the burden is not too great they would be willing to de
vote the neceseary time. We understand that there would be no fee for 
the■e pre•entatlon■ , a lmply expenaee. 

Probably tbe beat way to preaent ~hi• material would be to do it in 
three aea■lon■. I envl■ ion the flrat a deacrlptive and eoclologlcal 
preaentation. We have extensive tape a of cong regatlonal attltudes and 
have done a good bit of re1earch into congregational feeling• and prac
tices as illustrated at aucb. critical tlmea aa Rosh aabanab and Con
firmatlon, and in euch crltlcal place• aa tbe claaaroom. lnevltably, 
what l• being done rai■ea qa.e■tlona of why. 

The aecond pre■entatlon ■b.oald be b.l ■torlcaL Oar theologlana have 
neceaaarlly written on tbe univeraaliat-particularl■t theme. It la 
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It l1 lntere•tlng how frequently tbey •••timed the legltlmacy of a •u r
vlval agenda without deflnlng that legltlmacy. They were more con
cerned with Jolnlng the larger world and the •••umptlon■ led to their 
definltlon of the mla1lon of I• rael and prophetlc Judai1m •• well a■ to 
their dlatance from Zlonl1m. We could Uluetrate thelr poaitlone aya
tematlcally or by concrete example ln much the way Larry Hoffman 
dld ln bl1 excellent paper on The Lanauage of Survival: Prayerbook 
and Llturgy. 

The la ■t paper would take a crack at definln1 a liberal theological po
■ltlon on Jewl■h ldentlty. Hopefully, thl• pre■entatlon would lead to 
a dlacu■■lon of the relevant theme ■: our me■■ lanlc attltadee, the 
mla■ lon of l■ rael doctrine, a■■umptlon• about a Judeo•Chrl■tlan tra
dltlon, our need to place oar1elve1 wltbln the Jewl■h rellaiou• continu
um and the K 'la l etc. 

It would be beat for tbe■e proaram■ to be pre■ented by two member■ 

of our Ta1k Force. Thle would avold the po■alblllty of the ldloayncratlc 
attitude■ of any one pe raon becomlna: the focu■ of dlacu• alon and would 
guarantee that the Task Force would have critical feedback from the 
participants. It would be our hope that we could tape these se■•lon• 
ln the varlou1 reglon1 to dl•cover whether there are discernible ■ec
tlonal theological difference■ within the rabbinate - a 1ubject wblcb 
ha■ not been suf!iclently atudled. 

We would be prepared to pre■ent one or two such realonal proarama 
during the 1977-78 ■eaaon. 1 would auggeat that Larry Hoffman and 
I might be an appropriate duo for the flret presentation. Larry and 
I ■hare an bletorlcal attitude and that crlti.cal dlepaaalon whlch I 
think l• lmportant for the klnd of pre1entatlon we would llke to make. 

It le my under■tandln1 that you wlll pre1ent thl• 1a1ge1tlon at the 
Conference to the prealdent■ of the varlou■ re1lon1. l would llke your 
tblnklng on thl■ paper ahead of tlme ao that lt la •• clear a■ lt can be. 

I hope to hear from you ■oon. Wltb all good wl■he1 1 remain 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 
DJS:mp 



UNIVERSALISM 
and 

PARTICULARISM 

A Seminar 

November8-9, 1976 

at the 

Hebrew Union College - Jewish Institute of Religion 

40 W. 68th St. New York City 

sponsored by the 

Task Force on Jewish Identity 

of the 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 

790 Madison Ave., New York, N.Y. 10021 



UNIVERSALISM AND PARTICULARISM: A SEMINAR 

The historic forces which brought about the creation of Reform Judaism inevitably 
tilt d the movements political and theological concerns towards universaJist 
theologies and social programs which emphasized citizenship and belonging. We 
had been outcasts and wanted to be included. We had a special learning and 
wanted to participate in "civilization." We had been a state within a state and 
wanted equal rights. 

These needs were desperately felt. For a century our thinkers continued to ex
plore the tradition for those themes and emphases which validated these needs. 
But this is another age and other historic forces are at work. This is a time of dis
appointment a tragic era: no fellowship of men of good will has emerged. 

Fackenheim's eleventh commandment: Do not give Hitler a posthumous 
victory' has suggested the ground on which a new thinking would begin. Our 
liberal movement has never held a conference directed solely by concerns of 
distinctiveness and particularism, and although some will see this as part of a 
"return" to tradition we are not returning so much as turning, to the non-Jew 
and uncommitted Jew alike. The high-sounding pronouncements of prophetic 
Judaism once so compelling now seem pale incredibly vague and naive to a 
people who have endured the Holocaust a century of Russian anti-semitism 
and a half-century of jihad. 

It is not a question of either/ or: either universalism or orthodoxy· either particu
larism or ethical culture~ but of a sharper awarness of where we are and what 
needs to be said which provides the focus of this conference. 

Discussants were not chosen as representatives of a particular ideology. What 
they share is a concern for the development of a language which will effectively 
express Judaism's right to survive and reason for being, as well as the familiar 
prophetic concerns of Judaism. 

Registration fee: $10.00 which includes lunch on both days. 

There will be a brief opportunity for questions after each presentation. 



PROGRAM 

MONDAY.NOVEMBERS 

10:00 a.m. "Congregational Perceptions: The Tale of the Tapes" 
Rabbi Peter J. Rubinstein 
Rabbi Sheldon Zimmerman 

11: 15 a.m. 'The Language of Survival: Social Action' 
Rabbi Simeon J. Maslin 

12:30 Lunch 

1:30 p.m. "The Language of Survival: Curriculum and Text Book' 
Rabbi Stuart A. Gertman 

2:30 p.m. uThe Language of Survival: Adult Education and Congrega
tional Programs" 
Rabbi Bruce Warshal 

3:45 p.m. "Universalism and Particularism in Interreligious Dialogue' 
Rabbi Joshua 0. Haberman 

TUESDAY,NOVEMBER9 

10:00 a.m. "Contra Intermarriage: The Theological Position' 
Rabbi Bernard Martin 

11: 15 a.m. "The Language of Survival: Prayerbook and Liturgy' 
Rabbi Lawrence A. Hoffman 

12:30 p.m. Lunch 

1: 30 p. m. ' The Language of Survival in Midrashic Sources 
Rabbi Lou Silberman 

2:45 p.m. Do We Mean What We Say? Do We Say What We 
Mean?' 

Rabbi Daniel J. Silver 
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ABOUT THE DISCUSSANTS 

PETER J . RUBIN TEIN i Rabbi of Woodlands Community Temple in White 
Plain New York and a member of the CCAR Task Force on Jewish Iden
tity . He has erved on the Executive Board of the Jewish Peace Fellowship 
and the Advisory Board of the UDC. 

SHELDON ZIMMERMAN is Rabbi of Central Synagogue in New York City and 
on the Task Force on Jewish Identity. He is also Chairman of the CCAR 
Subcommittee on Alcoholism and represents the Conference on the Syna
gogue Council of America. 

SlMEON J. MASLIN is Rabbi of K.A.M . Isaiah-Israel in Chicago and Editor of 
'A Guide For The Sanctification of Life being prepared for the Conference 
by its Committee on Reform Jewish Practice. 

STUART A. GERTMAN is Associate Rabbi of Westchester Reform Temple in 
Scarsdale, New York and has edited ' What ls The Answer: A Guide for 
Parents and Teachers to Difficult Questions" for the UAHC. 

BRUCE WARS HAL is Rabbi of T ouro Synagogue in New Orleans and a mem
ber of the Task Force on Jewish Identity. He has served on the Committee 
on Tenure and Security of the Conference and the Commission on Jewish 
Education . 

JOSHUA 0. HABERMAN is Rabbi of Washington Hebrew Congregation in 
Washington, D.C. and a member of the Task Force on Jewish Identity. He 
is Chairman of the North American Board of the World Union for Progres
sive Judaism. 

BERNARD MARTIN is Professor of Jewish Thought at Case Western Reserve 
University and Editor of the CCAR Journal. He is co-author with Daniel 
J. Silver, of A History of the Jewish People . 

LAWRENCE A. HOFFMAN is Professor of Liturgy and Related Literature at the 
New York School of the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion 
and serves on the Liturgy Committee of the Conference. 

LOU SILBERMAN is Chairman of the Department of Religious Studies at Van
derbilt University. 

DANIEL J . SILVER is Rabbi of The Temple in Cleveland and Chairman of the 
Task Force on Jewish Identity . He is co-author with Bernard Martin of A 
History of the Jewish People. 

The Task Force on Jewish Identity was created to undertake an investigation of 
the question "Why should Judaism survive?' The Task Force envisions a 
two or three year djalogue concerned with study of Jewish distinctiveness 
and singularity as it is reflected in the Religious School youth work and 
pulpit. 
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CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
790 MADISON AVENUE • N E W Y O A K , N. Y. 1 0 0 2 1 • (212) 734-7166 

OFFICERS . 

Office of the Executive Vice President 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

April 22, 1977 

I know you will be pleased to know that your request for $1,000 to 
continue the work of your Identity project was approved by the 
Executive Board. 

Warm good wishes. 

JBG/s 

Arthur J Lelyvcld Pres,dent 
Cleveland Oh10 

Ely E P11ch1k Vico ProSident 
Short H1 NJ 

Julian Morg nslorn, Honot ry P,rcsJdent 
Macon G 

Jo ph B Gia r, EJCecutive Vice Pres,d nt 
N York NY 

Allred Woll Treasurer 
Lo Ang s Ca 

Max A Shapll'O R cording Socrotary 
M nne polis, M nn 

Jordan Pearlson Fmsnc181 Seaetary 
Toronto. Canada 

Sidney L A nor. Executive V,c ProSJd nt Emornus 
New Yor 'Ny 

Elliot L Steven Admin,strar,ve Secretary 
New York NV 

EXECUTIVE BOARD· Beckowl Church, M ONn t m, Newmgton, Cohn, San Bern no, Ca • M E s, A • Floyd S Ft man El P so, T)( • 
"Allred G ,..,.,,.,.., .. , ti, Oh. • M inch nd • "Richard 1tseh, J , lsr I • Walt J cob, PI burgh • R hn, , Tx • A t L. Katz, Cine nn t,, Oh. • 
N n M • Oh , L 1ngton R . , New York, N V, • Sim on J n, • W Gunlh Pl ut Toromo, C nada • MurT I. Aolhm n, Newton Mass • 'A I ork Ny • R1 d lnbr nk, Ph lph1a, Pa • 'J ck Stern, Jr, 5 f N H Stern, Now York N.Y. • Fr nk N Suroh m, T mpa A. • ' Cyru , m, I Leonard W1nogad, M t, Pa 

'Ex-olf1c o 



Rabbi Lawrence A. Hoffman 
L9 Hlllcre1t Lane 
Rye, New York 10580 

Dear Larry: 

April Z9, 1977 

The material from onr Conference i now in the works and 
wlll be published in the summer issue of the Journal. I 
was pleased to hear from Joe 'laser that we have been granted 
enough money to hold a second conference. I would like to plan 
the conference at a Task Force me ttng at the Conference. 
Would you indicate by return mat yo r avallablllty at 8 A. M. 
on Wednesday, June 22, Th rsd y, Ju e 23 or at no o 
Wednesday, June 22? 

I have been asked to make a presentatlon to tbe re ide ts 
of our regions in the ope that they ill hold ini-conferenc 
on Jewiah identity at their annual s ctional etinge. I to 
make this presenta ion Thursday t noon and would like to talk 
over it1 substance with you before that. 

With all good wiehea I remain 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



Rabbi Peter J. Rublnstein 
Woodlands Community Temple 
SO orth ington Rd. 
White Plains, N. Y. 10607 

Dear Peter: 

A p.ril 29, 1977 

The material from our Conference is o in the works and 
will be published in the sumn" r is ue f the Journal. I 
was pleased to hear from Joe laser that we have been granted 
enough money to hold a second conference. I would like to plan 
the conference at a Task Force meet·n t the Conference. 
Would you indicate by return mail yo r vailabillty at 8 A. M. 
on Wednesday, June 22, Thur day, J e 23 or at noo on 
Wednesday, June 22? 

I have been asked to make a presentation to the residents 
of our regions int e o e that they ill old ini-conferences 
on Jewish identity at their annual section l me tings. I a to 
make this present tion bursday t noon and ould like to talk 
over its aubstance with you before that. 

With all good wishes I remain 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



Rabbi Bruce Warahal 
Touro Synagoiue 
P. O. Box 15186 
New Drleana, La. 70175 

Dear Bruce: 

April Z9, 1977 

The material from our Conference is now in the works and 
will be published in the um er issue o the Journal. I 
was pleased to bear from Joe Glaser that we have been granted 
enough money to hold a second conference. I would like to plan 
the conference at a Taak Force et·n at the Conference. 
Would you indlcate by. return mail you availability at 8 A. . 
on edneaday, June 22, Thursday, Jun 23 or at noon on 
'\\7edneaday, June 22? 

I have been asked to make a presentation t o the president 
of our regions in the ho e that they will hold n ini-conferenc e 
on Jewish Ji.dentity at their a nu;:tl sec tional eetin s . I an to 
make thia presentation hursday t noon and would like to talk 
over its aubstance with you before that. 

Wlth all good wishes I rema in 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:tnp 



Rabbi Sheldon Zimmerman 
Central Synagogue 
123 E. 55th St. 
New York, N. Y. 10022 

Dear Shelly: 

April 29, 1977 

The material fro our Conferenc i now ·n the works and 
will be published in the su er issue of the Journal. I 
wae pleased to hear fron Joe Glaser that we have been granted 
enough money to hold a aecond confer c . I would like to plan 
the conference at a raek Force e tin at the Conference. 
Would you indicate by return mail yo ilability at 8 A . . 
on Wednesday, June 22, ursd y, Ju 23 or at noon on 
Wednesday, J une 22? 

I have been asked to make a presentation to the pre idents 
of our regions in the hope th t t ey will hol ini-conferences 
on Jewish Identity t t e i annual sec tional meetings. I a to 
make this presentation T ursday at noon a d would like to talk 
over its substance with you before that. 

With all good wishes I remain 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



Rabbi Jo1hua Haberman 
ash ington e brew ongregation 

39 35 a c omb , t . • . .. . 
Washington, D. C. 20016 

Dear J osh: 

pril 29. 1977 

The m aterial from our G!onference le ow ln the works a d 
will be publ ished in th e summer issue of the J ourna l. I 
was pleased to ear from J oe Glaser that we ve bee n granted 
enough money to old sec ond conferenc e . I ould like o pla 
t he conferenc e t a as Fore a t e onference . 
Woul you indicate by refur '°' il y v • bil lty at . . 
on rednesday, J une 22, ursd y , Ju e 23 o r at noon on 
Wednesday, June 22? 

I ha ve be e n asked to a e pr sentation to t e re idents 
or our regions in the hope that they lll o ld mini-confe rences 
on Jewish Identity at their annual sectio al meetings. lam to 
make this presentation Thursday at noon and would like to talk 
over its substance with you before that. 

With all good wishes I rem in 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



.. - ·---------------------------------------------, 
woootanos community temple 

50 Worthington Road 
White Plains, New York 10607 

(914) LY 2-7070 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Danny: 

Thanks for your note. Any of the times 
you mentioned are available to me as long as 
you let me know in advance. 

I see from the Conference schedule that 
there will be a session on the issue. 

I hope everything is well with you and 
I look forward to seeing you soon. 

CPly, 

RABBI PETER RUBINSTEIN 

May 6, 1977 

Peter J. Rubinstein, Rabbi 

PJR/jm 

I 
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WASHINGTON HEBREW CONGREGATION 
Maasachueetta Avenue end Macomb Street, N .W. 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20016 

JOSHUA 0 . HABERMAN, D. H. L . 

Sen ior Rebb i May 6 1977 

Dear Dan, 

I see no problem at all with a breakfast meeting of 
the Task Force on either Wednesday or Thursday at 
8:00 A.M. I have a hunch that a Wednesday noon meet~ 
ing might be in conflict with other Conference events. 

Looking forward to seeing you at the Conference and 
with best regards, 

As ever 

~-~ 
oshua 0-~-H_a_b_er_m_a_n ____ 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 
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CI.NTlllAL aYNAQOQU£ 

123 £AST 85TH STfU:lT 

NEW YORK, N . Y . 10022 

RABBI SHELDON ZIMMERMAN 

May 9, 1977 
21 Iyar 5737 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 

The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 

Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan, 

Best times for me would be-

Wednesday, 8 a.m. June 22 
or 

Thursday, June 23 - 8 a.m. 

Best regards, 



-

FOUNDED I 828 

POST OFFICE BOX 1 51 86 

BRUCE S. WARSHAL, RABBI 

May 11, 1977 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

Enclosed is a copy of an article that I published 
in the current issue of Judaism. You will note 
that it grew out of our committee. 

I am leaving Toure at the end of May, and thus my 
personal schedule is slightly askew. Please do 
not schedule any committee meetings around me. 
At present, I expect to be at the conference and 
I assure you that I will be present at the com
mittee meeting at any time that you set it. 

With best regards, 

Rabbi Bruce 

BSW/sbl 

Enclosure 

Warshal 
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Rabb. Peter J . .. ubinstein 
V oodlands Community Temple 
50 orthin6 ton oad 
White Plain•, N. Y. 10607 

Dear Peter: 

May 17, 1977 

l,et's plan on eetin on edne day, June 22 at 8 . . 
I will arrange a table for breakfast once we get there. 
Plea1e have a f w ideas as to the themes you would like 
to eee covered at oar second Pa:rticula~isn an.d Unlver
aali•m Conference. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



1: bbi La r nee . Hoffman 
19 illcr t L ne 

y , . Y. 1 580 

Dear Larry: 

May 17, 1977 

Let', plan on meeting on Wednesday, .June 22 at 8 • • 
I ill arran e a table for b.reakf st once et th re. 
Please have a !ew ideas as to the themes you ould like 
to see covered at our second Particularism and Un lver-
aalism Conference. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Sllver 

DJS:mp 



a bi Br\1ce S. arshal 
Touro yna ogue 
P. O. Box 15186 

ew Orleans, La. 70175 

Dear Bruce: 

ay 17, 1977 

Let's pl n on eet in on edne day, Jun 22 at 8 . M. 
I will a rran e a table for breakfast once ~e get there. 
Please have a few idea a aa to the the ee you would 1 ike 
to see covered at oar 1econd Particul rism and Univer
salism Conference. 

I have aeen the Jadai1m piece. You h ve rewritten it a good 
bit and lt la improved. Congratulations on it. And not inci
dentally, be1t wlshes in your search. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Sliver 

DJS:mp 



R bbi Sheldon Zim erman 
Central y gogue 
123 ast 55th St. 
New York, N. Y. l00ZZ 

Dear Shelly: 

l y 17, 1977 

Let's plan on meetin on Wedne day, Jun 22 at 8 . M. 
I will arrange a table for brea fast o ce e get there. 
Please have a few ideas as to the the es you would like 
to see covered at our second Particularism and Univer
sali•m Conference. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 
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May 17, 1977 

bbo Jos ua . H berman 
~ ash in ton ebrew Congregation 
Massachusetts ve. and Macomb St., N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20016 

Dear Josh: 

Let's pla on e ting on edne d y, J n.e 22 a.t 8 A. . 
I will arr n e a table for bre kf: st once e get there. 
Please have a rew ideas as to the themes you would llke 
to eee covered at our second Partic l rlem and Unlver
ealiam Conference. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Sliver 

DJS:mp 



THE HEBREW. U .NIVER SIT Y OF J ER US ALE M 

INSTITUTE OF CONlEMPORA~Y JEWRY 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver, 
The Temple, 
University Circle at Silver Park, 
Cleveland, Oh. 44106. 

Dear Daniel: 

May 19, 1977 

Thank you very much indeed for your letter of April 26 and for the materials 
enclosed. I remember with pleasure our meetings in Israel and in Cleveland, 
and was delighted to hear from you again. 

I read the papers you sent with very great interest and look forward to the 
material which you will seed me on Jewish identity after your conference in 
June. When I read your paper "Zionism: A Response to the United Nations" 
I was reminded of the deep impression created by the appearance of your father 
three decades ago -- before a very different sort of United Nations . 

. I am interested to learn about the attention you are giving to questions related 
to Jewish identity. As you probably know, th is i s a central theme in my own 
r·esearch at the Hebrew University. I recently completed a comprehensive study 
of J~sh identity in Israe:J: and in the Diaspora which will be published under 
the ti/'e Jewish Identity: A Social Psychological Perspective this coming sunmer 
by Sage Publications of Beverly Hills. 

My heartiest congratulations on -the important contribution to Jewish scholarship 
which your two-volume A History of Judaism constitutes. 

I look forward very much to meeting you again when next you come to Jerusalem. 

With warmest greetings, 

Herman 

P.S. I am sending you under separate cover a reprint of a paper on~Zionfsm 
and Pro-Israel ism.'' 

" 



JOSHUA O.HABERMAN, 0 . H.L . 

Senior Rabb i 

WASHINGTON HEBREW CONGREGATION 
Maaaech1.4seth Avenue end Mecomb Street, N.W. 

WASHINGTON, O.C . 20016 

May 25, 1977 

Dear ~•J----.. J 

We have had an amazing response to the suggested break
fast meeting for rabbis of very large congregations. 
Of the 25 men who were invited, 23 plan to attend. The 
other two will not be at the conference. This makes 
it 100% of all those who will be at Grossinger's. 

The general preference is for Tuesday morning, June 21, 
from 8:00 to 9:30 A.M. This is now our meeting date. 
If there is a change in your plans, please advise me 
if11llediately. Kindly join us promptly at 8:00 A.M. so 
that we might have enough time to hear from all our 
colleagues who wish to express themselves on some of 
our topics. 

Enclosed is the agenda which has been sanewhat revised 
in the light of suggestions by our colleagues. 

As ever, 

shua O. Habennan 

P.S. Would you please be prepared as a discussion st~rter 
to present within 2 to 3 minutes mqximum 1 your 
answer to the question listed in item No, 4 on 
our agenda 7 
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AGENDA SUGGESTIONS FOR PRIVATE MEETING OF 
RABBIS OF VERY LARGE CONGREGATIONS 

Tuesday, June 21, 8:00 A.M. to 9:30 A.M. 
at Grossinger's In a Separate Seating Area 

of the Main Dining Room 

1. New ways of involving the individual and "personalizing" membership 
in a very large Congregation. Also reactions to: 

a. Advisability of creating sub-congregations within the congrega-
tion such as a Young Peoples Congregation, etc. 

b. Are Chavurot the answer? 
c. Encounter Groups, life crisis seminars 
d. Experiential religious workshops, retreats, family camping, 

family trips to Israel, etc. 
e. New forms of Adult Education, such as parallel classes for 

parents of Religious School, lunch and learn groups 

2. The Senior Rabbi's dilemma: 

a. Maintain personal control or delegate? 
b. What to share and what not to share with junior colleagues. 

3. The senior rabbi's wisdom or unwisdom of fixing a retirement date 
and designating a successor. 

4. How could the CCAR and/or UAHC better serve very large congregations? 
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Jewish Identity, Jewish Survival and Israel 

Jewish identity is a misleading term. It suggests concern with a set of cul

tural mannerisms - a concern which is clearly not at issue. As we use the term, Jewish 

identity is a shorthand phrase which asks the question: will there be another generation 

of Jews coming behind? 

Jewish identity became a popular theme about a decade ago. When our 

fathers discussed Jewish survival they discussed assimilation. Assimilation describes 

a problem. Jewish identity defines a desired result. This change of terms suggests a 

change of attitude. Our fathers accepted assimilation as a fact of life. We have ceased 

to be passive about our losses . 

Pre-Holocaust conference papers treated assimilation as a widespread in

fection for which there was no prescribed remedy, though it was believed that the con

tagion could be contained by effective innoculation with the antibodies of Jewish education, 

home ritual and youth programs. Ass imitation was assumed to be the price the Jewish 

community had to pay for political and economic emancipation and social acceptance. 

In the past years attitudes have hardened. These have been difficult times 

for the Jewish people . It is no longer simply a matter of religious affiliation, The per

son who sheds his Jewish identity sheds, at the same time, his responsibility to a be

leaguered people. The wanderer is not home when the Federation or the U JA solicits 

monies. He is not available when petitions must be signed or congressmen visited. 

He is not to be counted at rallies for Soviet prisoners of conscience or to protest Arab 

terrorism. We know who is in and who is out; and the sense of emotional distance widens 

each year that our world remains unredeemed, 

The intellectual environment also has changed, The Holocaust made us recog

nize that the end of the Jewish people was conceivable, Demographic studies report 
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the rising rate of outmarriage and the fall tn live births , There is no longer a Jewish 

mass in eastern Europe whose numerous progeny will make up for those who walk off. 

The social environment has changed. A generation ago disaffected young 

Jews tended to remain disaffected, but near or within the Jewish community, Today the 

disinterested go far and put down their roots in other social enclaves, not to mention 

Buddhist monasteries, Maoist cells and Youth for Christ communes, 

Jews tend to approach the question of Jewish identity according to individual 

need, For some the question is: how can I make sure that my child marries a Jew? 

For others the question is: how can the Jewish people be strengthened for the urgent 

political struggles which are ahead of us? Others ask: how can we build spiritually ful

filling activity into Jewish life? How do we help clarify the goals of the Jewish commu

nity? There are no simple answers. Indeed, to some of these questions there are no 

answers at all. As every educator knows, you cannot reason another into a commitment; 

commitment emerges out of experience. 

Question: Has reform Judaism contributed clarity or confusion on the issue 

of Jewish identity? Answer: Reform Judaism has contributed clarity and confusion, 

Our synagogues, schools and camps have provided the experiences through which Jewish 

commitment is strengthened, Our theological postures have accentuated the conventional 

liberal disdain of labels and strengthened the l!hlightenment' s prejudice that group con

cerns are necessarily parochial and narrow. Most congregations include a minority 

whose roots in reform go back four or five generations, At the same time those of us 

who know such folk recognize that many are deeply troubled by what they see as a re

turn to Jewish ethnicity: the kippah, Yiddishisms, day schools, the Hebraisms of Gates 

of Prayer. 
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Reform began among those who wanted to join the larger society. She-lo 

asanu was eliminated from the liturgy. Parochial schools were discouraged. Zionism 

was attacked. The common bond was defined as congregational rather than national. There 

was little talk of mitzvot and much talk of civic duty. Our Geigers schematized history 

so as to associate the particular and the national with an earlier, more primitive period 

ltl our religious development. 

Suspicion of the particular and the national did not end with the Columbus 

Platform. The Declaration of Principles of the Social Action Commission the UAHC 

adopted in 1952 proclaimed a holy crusade against a variety of social ills - not one of 

which related specifically to Jewish needs. The Conference on Universalism and Parti

cularism, sponsored last November by your Task Force on Jewish Identity, was the 

first meeting sponsored by our rabbinic union ever to concern itself directly with for

mulating a theology of particular ism and survival. 

Incidentally, much of the information in my paper and m the presentations 

rests in the research presented at that Conference. 

In recent years much has changed. Auschwitz, 1948 and four Arab wars have 

brought into being an "If I am not for myself who will be for me" Jew - a type which 

troubles many in our conference for many among us cannot put aside their ambivalence 
/ 

about being caught up in prudential concerns. Our rabbinic forebearers took for granted 

that Jewish interests and a Jewish way of life can be legitimate ends in themselves; 

yet, many of us are hung up on the idea that our miss ion is somehow more to the Arab 

poor of Israel than to the poor in Israel from Arab lands, 

Studies presented at our Conference suggest that perhaps ten to fifteen per

cent of our colleagues operate from an emotional or theological stance which accepts 

"Jewish" forms, texts and experiences not as valid in themselves, but only as effective 
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techniques which can sensitize Jews toward transcending values and loyalties. Such 

men use cantorial music, Sabbath ritual and Torah readings as symbols which point 

the way to much praised universal concerns. The value is not the Jewishness of the ex-

perience itself - the knitting of the bonds of amcha - but the power of that experience to 

lift up the larger good and encourage Jews towards the larger goal. Incidentally, the 

"Larger goal" is never clearly defined. I confess that I find it difficult to distinguish 

such use of symbols from the clearly manipulative activities of the Jewish Missionary 

Alliance who also use cantors, the Seder and Sabbath ritual to promote their messianic 

truth. 

Our studies make clear that the vast majority of our colleagues delight in 

"Jewish" forms and experiences for their own sake and actively defend the rights of the 

Jewish people as well as of the common needs of mankind, but, also, that we are not 

particularly successful in explaining this many-sided position to congregants. Many 

reasons suggest themselves~on the congregation's pa:;i a cultural penchant for instant 

definitions : on our partja predeliction for what I have called "golden words. We cannot 

resist adding the big words: righteousness, justice, freedom and peace to our perorations . 

l I 
Argument weak, add Amos here. We know everyone will respond and that's precisely 

the problem. The golden words mean everything, anything and nothing. 

Our commitment to social action must not blind us to the conceptual fallacy 

implicit in Reform's consecration of a set of abstract ideas as the essence of Judaism 

with the corollary that all else is tangential. Juda ism defined as prophetic commitment 

or as ethical theism, represented an abject surrender to the dominant positivist constructs 

of the 19th century, The Enlightenment limited reason to a process of conceptualization 

which sought to discover the unity within apparent diversity. The success of this approach 
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was apparent in the flood of technical miracles which freed society from drudge labor . 

The social value of this approach lay in the fact that it gave the lie to all class or racial 

pretensions . Positivism dissolved each religion's claim to a monopoly of truth. There 

was no "true" religion, only complementary ways of achieving grace and redemption. 

Given the social value of such a universalist perspective, particularist concerns came to 

be seen as quixotic and regressive. For all its value there was a basic flaw in this 

conceptual process. Concepts appropriate to the laboratory are not appropriate to the 

study of man. Each individual is unique and each people has a special identity. The uni-

versal has value as a dream. The particular defines responsibility in an unredeemed 

hn4>L e · 
world. My paper quoted a paragraph from those Has id1c 

c.)~;;- h~ t~'"' A,,tvD ~ 1 t.Wtet ia sJaro. Alice '&::71\i----3ad 

Eckard;which Josh Haberman brought to our attention;. that I would-1.UcE -to PPP• • • he~·e: 

The very essence of Israel lies in her relating of the 
great heritage of the Jewish people and Judaism to normal 

political and social life. Without universal demands and 
responsibilities, particular human communities become 

self-centered, exclusivist, and subject to the corruption 

of power, But without any application to concrete human 
problems, universal principles remain empty dreams, 

Particularity is the home that keeps universality from 

flying away into abstract ideals; universality is the 
adventure that judges particularity and lures it away 
from self-concentration. 

Religions are born, preserved and perpetuated by communities, Attempts 

to abstract the teachings or essence of a faith from the living community always and 

necessarily fail to reflect the scope and depth of the real thing . Yet, that was our way 

of doing theology. We consistently rejected the particular in favor of theological and 

Ploc 
ethical abstractions. We preferred to talk about 1- abstract and universal values, s» 

a pristine prophetic Judaism rather than explore the complex and variegated faith of the 
I 

Jewish people. Why? Because we desperately wanted to belong, to be acctped as the 



6 

same, because we were not satisfied with the Judaism we saw about us: a few dietary 

compromises, a mumbled Seder, an uninspired Yom Kippur service, because we wanted 

Judaism to touch the vision, to inspire, to command noble deeds rand the abstractions 
,/ 

are nothing, if not high-minded. But on the heights, the air is too thin to sustain the life 

of a people. 

Is there a compelling logic around which a theology of Jewish survival can 

be organized? Three themes do satisfy many of us . 

1. Fackenheim's 11th commandment: not to give Hitler a posthumous victory. 

My generation grew up during the Holocaust, came of age during the late 40's and re-

sponds instinctively to this imperative. Aushwitz seems to justify anything we can do 

to strengthen Jewish life; but in our more reflective moments we recognize that the 

specifics of this mitzvah remain unstated. A recent bulletin announced a sermon advocating 

ZPG and a decision of the congregational Board to make Yom ha - Shoah an annual memorial. 

Those who identify with this mitzvah want the Jewish people to survive, but are hard put 

to say specifically why and what for. 

3. The famous mission theme, all that our reform fathers meant by prophetic 

Judaism; that the Jewish peoples are to be a light to the nations . Noble words, but 

vague words, a bracing theme without implicit meaning, Nobility of express ion must 

never be confused with profundity of thought, Miss ion talk has no specific po int of ref

erence. I have heard both the middle-class father who is satisfied with charity, law and 

order, and the young radical who is doing his all for the revolution, claim to be acting 

out their devotion to prophetic Juda ism. 

Moreover, mission rhetoric suggested to many that the business of the Jewish 

community was parochial, essentially insignificant, and sometimes an obstacle to the 
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solution of the "big" issues and, therefore, illegitimate. The rights and needs of small 

groups often stand in the way of those who have seen redemption's grand design and who 

are determined to lead humanity on a forced march towards its fulfillment. Vide -

Czechoslovakia. Yesterday it was Zionism that delayed the grand design of some mis-

s ionaries. Today it is the political interests of Israel. Am I wrong to sense in some mis -

sion idealogues the desire to put a good bit of psychic distance between themselves and 

the rest of the Jewish community - a feat they accomplish by banding together to drama

tize their role as critics? It is as if they were saying to themselves: 'How can the 

Jewish people (Read - I) be "the conscience of the world, if the world sees us as pre-

• occupied with prudential concerns? In every aspect of our private lives each of us re cog-

nizes the compulsions of necessity. Yet, when it is not us but Israel there are those 

who demand of the Jewish state a moral discipline few, if any, have achieved . I some-

times wonder how much of the current push to lecture Israel arises out of the critics' 
_.,.,... 

1w g M b....c ~ wk> oi- ' e#J 
personal need to stay tight with brothers f,.r the peace movement - w1J9 1 unfortunate(y, 

J -
C:.hlL ~\ C.ll\~ 

care more for an abstract ideology than for the Jews of Israel or the c0acvt· 11'.MI of 

Lebanon. 

I had a meeting the other morning with half a dozen folk with whom I have 

worked for years tn causes relating to Israel. They were troubled. "We want to talk 

about Israel's policies on the West Bank and Geneva. "We talked, but they were not 

relieved, Their problem was emotional, not political, Finally, someone said: "It is 

not the same any more, I used to get such a warm feeling when our work was with Rus

sian refugees and desalination projects and access to holy places. I still get that feel

ing when I hear about Open Fences, but now so much of the time we are campaigning 
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for military aid or defending some complex point about who should sit with whom at 

Geneva. I'm more politician than Jew. " That is the problem: rabbis who must talk 

about ground-to-ground missiles and Dimona , We can no longer be holier than thou -

wrap outselves up in mission rhetoric and judge all lesser mortals severely for their 

parochial concerns . Israel is caught up in the maelstrom of competing powers; yet, 

Israel must survive and we have some responsibility for her strength. Somehow, we 

must learn not to lay off our emotional and ideological needs on those of our brothers 

who have enough to carry without having to bear our need to appear righteous . 

Just as Israel is caught up in the world, so the Jews of America are caught 

up m our nation's economic and political life. We are no longer simply victims, out-

siders wanting Ln. The simplicities of the mission theme tell us to be active in civil 

rights, the war on poverty and political reform; but so does the far more complex ethic 

which has been taught by our people .~.{7>lder wisdom had the sense to couple "!_ighteous 

_!~~lt thou pursue" with "do not be righteous overmuch, 11 Our push for equal rights 

must include a special concern for the rights of the Jewish poor. The tribunes of other 

minorities unabashedly demand special advantages and protections for their own. Can 

we not demand, at least, equality of treatment for our own? 

I spoke of the broad appeal of three "theologies, 11 Let us recognize that 

each of these justifications is a gut reaction to the existential realities of Jewish life, 

not a theology. They should be seen for what they are, open and honest emotional responses , 

They reveal the soul of the committed Jew, but cannot be@ ballx)conveyed~o those who 

are not caught up in amcha , In many ways these responses are more immediate than 

any theolog~possiblyJbe, but we need to be self-conscious about our feelings -

emotions must always 

('I\.. l ~ () l QC~ J ~ 
pass tons. 

k}l_ l b-' ~? 
be checked by reason for we can be captivated bye?ap~f ,:pwol'thy 
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On the level of reason all we can say is: I am. Life is its own justification. 

The Jewish people is; therefore, the Jewish people has a right to be. Particularity 

is of the essence of being. On the level of theology all we can say is God gave us our 

theology of survival when ife entered into covenant with Abraham our father. God wishes 

us to be. I do not know what God's purposes are, but I affirm that He has a purpose for 

me, my people and all peoples; and that purpose is somehow tied up with my/our iden-

tity as Jews. Gene Borowitz cannot come up with an adequate theological scheme - no 

matter. In a quarter of a century of service I have never been asked for an adequate 

theological statement. I have been asked what being Jewish entails and how being Jew-

ish can enhance my life. By way of answer, a.r-1 I suggest that our people's career has 

M 
not been inconsequentia'lt I describe what I have gained by being a Jew. 

The value of Israel's survival for the Jew, for you and for me, can only be 

stated confessionally. Identity is never given, identity is achieved. Each of us is what 

he is because of the home in which he was born, the community in which he was raised, 

the peer group of which he was a part, the attitudes of the school in which he was en-

rolled, the television programs which he watched and so on. 

If we want to think seriously about the question of Jewish identity, let us 

put aside that favorite Jewish ego trip which relates everything Jewish to categories of 

ultimate significance and cosmic purpose, Let us puT aside all pretensions of our being 

indispensible to civilization. Let us talk intimately about what has happened and can 

happen to us because of our involvement in Jewish life. 

Jewish identity begins in Jewish experience, We are committed Jews because 

of our 
( /!,e~t ~t ~ '1e..c.,4Vt:T 

personal experiencefi. raised in rabbinic or devoted homes! ,Our guts were churned 
/\, /" 

by the Holocaust. We thrilled to our year in Israel. We moved through an identity eris is 
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tn a NFTY camp, We got involved tn demonstrating against Soviet repression, It is 

the experience that moves . 

Do we provide such experiences 1n the synagogue? I put to you that the 

liberal synagogue is long on golden words and short on gripping experiences . Listen 

to a report on congregational activities made to our Conference on particularity. 

They include karate self-defense classes, disco parties, 
theatre parties, quilting classes, tennis parties, dinner 
dances, diet workshops, landscaping classes, advanced 
Chinese cooking classes, bowling, bridge and Mah Jongg 
leagues, square dances, sports outings, art auctions, rum 
mage sales, night at the races, progressive dinners, Monte 
Carlo nights and craft shows. Unfortunately, for a few con
gregations these activities comprised essentially the total 
_Erogramming available to a member (italics mine). 

The conventional condemnation of our synagogues as superficial, irrelevant and crass 

has some basis in fact. Can we honestly say that in our synagogues an individual might 

sense the palpable reality of Jewish living, the beauty of Kedushah, the charisma of 

has idt,t, the unique insights of Torah, the encouragement that confirms hope. Fortunately, 

this is not the whole story. We talked to some who found comfort and encouragement -

the spirit - in their synagogue, We talked to some who found wisdom Ln the library, 

if not in the rabbi, the s imcha shgl mitzvah in celebration and common purpose in the 

congregational family . 

In our world of massive convulsions it seems almost trivial to focus a dis-

cusston of Jewish survival in the synagogue, but we should concentrate on our place 

because the synagogue is a place where Jews are (because it is an institution we can 

affect) and because the synagogue uniquely can transform gut feelings into insightful 

responses . Ideally, the synagogue will raise up not only the ~ill to live, but a wisdom 

worth living~ 
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Unfortunately, many of our synagogues are long on the golden words and 

short on meaningful celebration. Unfortunately, express ions of hitlahavut are restrained 

by middle-class notions of decorum. Unfortunately, the sacredness of Jewish experience 

is often sacrificed to showmanship. "You have to bring them in first, rabbi. " Unfor

tunately, we use the tired language of the middle-aged and the middle-brow rather than 

the compelling language of the young and the imaginative. 

Many complain that today's active synagogue depends too much in our youth 

work on Israel trips and friendship circles , Why not? Many say the Jewish Catalog is 

only busy work with a Jewish fragrance. I agree, So what, Our schools need a curri

culum which permits cumulative learning, but first the schools must reach our children 

in their childhood . Our congregations need a prayer book which expresses the heights 

of Jewish feeling, but first we need a prayer book which expresses Jewish feeling. Be

fore we can meet the adult with Jewish insights we must meet him in his Jewish inno

cence . An earlier generation tried to make the synagogue coherent, high-toned and 

disciplined, I plead for incoherence and diversity - for life, 
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June 27, 1977 

To: CCAR Task Force on Jewish Identity, Rabbis Stuart Gertman, Joshua Haberman, 
Lawrence Hoffman, Peter J , Rubinstein, Bruce Warshal, Sheldon Z immerman 

From: Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 

As promised, a brief recap of our luncheon discuss ion, 

I. We will hold a second conference in the spring, 

II. The conference will center on effective approaches to involvement tn Jewish identity. 

(On reflection, I feel that at least one morning or afternoon 
should be devoted to the theoretical question raised by Shelly's 
response to my paper: intellectual hindrances to particularist 
approaches and congregational perceptions. Bes ides his em-
phasis on privatism, we might locate other cultural assumptions 
which make our people deaf to our teachings i. e, the current in-
terest in the contradictory values of community and doing one's 
thing . Do you have other suggestions?) 

Six or seven areas can be explored: 1) the State of Israel; 2) the Holocaust, the end of 
the Jewish people; 3) havurot and community; 4) schools and camps; 5) the arts; 6) the 
rabbi; 7) the synagogue, 

L We might begin with a paper analyzing the current renaissance of synagogue mem
bership aid a paper analyzing the special qualities of the new membership (single per
son families, Josh's "Jewishness without Judaism"), David Ellenson was mentioned 
for the first paper, Do you have any other suggestions? Could one man approach both 
questions? 

2, A paper dealing with current blind spots, cf. above, I think Shelly ought to work 
out his privatism theme more completely, This would get it into print and ready for 
broad distribution. Who could do a paper on our schizoid approach to community and 
liberation? 

3, Various analyses of the groups listed above and how their activities might contri
bute towards Jewish identity etc, 

a) Analysis of the community as an agency of survival, Brian 
Lurie and Earl Jordan were mentioned, There must be other 
men who have worked within Federation structures , 

b) Analysis of Israel as an agency of survival, Michael 
Klein was suggested, Henry Skirball, Bob Samuels, Alan 
Levine would be interesting if they will be in this country, 
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c) Analysis of new and old patterns of community, The name 
of David Ellenson came up again , One of our Hille l people 
might be interesting, Richard Levy, Hirsh Cohen, Richard 
Israel, or we might ask a layman to talk, somebody who comes 
out of the social work or human relations world , Any ideas? 
Is this an area Norman Cohen might tackle? 

d) Analysis of the Jewish people and the Holocaust as an ar
gument for survival, Albert Friedlander, Elie Wiesel, Steven 
Schwarschild . 

e) The school and camps - Stuart Gertman should deal with 
the problem which troubles him and us: can one offer an in
tellectual as well as experiential answer to the "why" of Jewish 
survival? Bill Cutter was mentioned as a man who could deal 
with confluential education, but he might not be willing to wrestle 
with the other part of the problem, Any other suggestions? 

f) The rabbi and his role - we have never had a good analysis 
of what the rabbi stands for within the symbolic concept of his 
work and worship, How is he perceived? What he sees himself 
as? How does what he does there affect this context? Larry, 
how about it? 

g) The synagogue as an agency of Jewish survival. Someone 
should take up where my paper left off, Who? 

In the process of matching themes and men, a few other names were thrown out which 
I could not immediately fit in: John Malina, Michael Morgan, Mitchell Chafitz , The 
name of Ira Silverman (AJC) was also mentioned , He is a fine researcher and might 
be useful in the analysis of synagogue membership, 

It will be most useful if you would draw up a possible schedule for our conference 
with topics and names, I will try to put it all together, 

III I spoke with the presidents of various regions at lunch about our offer to take a 
program about our concerns to them, We should be hearing from some of them as 
the year progresses , 

It was too bad that our sesston came at the tail end of the Conference, but between the 
printed paper and Josh's and Shelly's fine additions I think we got our concerns across, 
The Journal will be out this summer with the papers of Conference, Clearly, we have 
begun raising up the issue of particularism, As always, I am grateful to you, You 
are a stimulating group to work with, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 
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Olf1ce of the Executive Vice President 

June 28, 1977 

TO: REGIONAL PRESIDENTS 

That was a good meeting we had at lunch on Thursday at Grossinger's. I am 
following up on my promise to provide you with the list of available scholars, 
although most of you have picked your scholars, and their subj ects. 

The way the schedule for kallot looks now is as follows: 

Canada - Week after Pesach in April 
Northeast - March 13-16 
Greater New York - March 
Mid-Atlantic - April 30-May 3 
Southeast - April 9-12 
Ohio Valley - April 30-May 3 
Mid-West - January 8-10 
Southwest - January JO-February l 
Pacific - January 2-5 

We are lacking only <llicago and eastern Pennsylvania. 

Please remember that the invitation is to go to the scholar from the CCAR office. 
After the CCA.R office confirms to the president of the region that the schol ar 
is available, the region contacts the scholar and makes specific arrangements . 

The CCA.R pays the honorarium and the travel expense to and from the kallah. The 
region pays the local expenses for the scholar . 

At the meeting of the regional presidents at Grossinger's, Dan Silver explained 
the CCAR Identity Project. We have asked Dan to prepare a brief, written descrip
tion of how this project would work at regional kallot, either instead of or a l ong
side the usual scholar guest and it is enclosed. I recoumend that you cons i der 
utilizing this as it is a fine way of providing input from all around t he CCAR 
to a very important project, and also gives Dan's task force an opportunity to 
extend its experience. It is a most worthwhile project and certainly one i n which 
we are all vitally interested. 

In October, we will be trying out a 
Valley. We will report the results 
salutary, you may very well want to 
schedule a separate seminar such as 

pilot project on Communications in the Ohi o 
of that workshop to you, and if t hey are 
program that into your kallah as wel l, or 
the Ohio Valley is doing. 
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REGI O lAL PRESIDENTS -2- J une 28 , 1977 

In planning your kallah, please arrange for time· for a repr sentative of the 
Rabbinical Pension Board to speak early in the program , and a t a time when 
there will be optimum attendance. We canno t und rcsti'Jl.dte the vast imper ance 
of the Pension Plan , but unfortunately , we oftr-n do . And ten it is too ate .... 

\.le also took up the uestion of hav · ng wout.!n J.~ct boi s or worn ~n r~b inical students 
at the kallah . Three of the regions ave already arranged fo r this and three 
oth rs agreed to do so . It is im ortant to try to do this for the pu;:-po2e of 
consl.:iousness-raising ruuongs t our colleagues , which will be an important factor 
in the success or failure of the female r abbinate . If you preside over one of 
the fou r regions which was not represented at the meeting by its president, you 
might want to contact me individually about this . Unfortunate ly, the Conference 
has no muney for transportation but the regional presidents meeting decided t_a t 
it wuuld not be inappropriate to ask the College-Institute to take care of such 
expenses . 

Complaints were registered about profes s ors who come as kallah lecturers and try 
to j nm their th.cee l ectures into a day or a day and a half. Although I ,..,i ll 
c rtai nly, in c ouununicaling with them, stress the lmportance of spac 1.!d l "L;..u-::-c s 
and t heir being at the kallah for its entire duration , ultimately it cc c:,.d s on 
you to firm this up with your scholar . 

Let us slay in touch regu l a rly, and if you 1 wve any <{UCSti0ns a un t the :J ove or 
the attached mat ·ri~~ls, pl a!:>e cont- ct ·11e ri 1 t a iay. \-le wi ll s-2.ve a 1 .... o f ,_:c;n 

fusion and gri f l ater on if w can acld eve ful l COl >C.!I.ati on . 

Best wi shes for a pleasant sunnner . Shalom. 

Joseph B. Glaser 

J BG: sk 
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A PROPOSAL OF THE CCAR IDENTITY PROJECT 
by the 

CCAR Task Force on Jewish Identity 

June 1977 

The Task Force on Jewish Identity was created to encourage thinking in 

the area of theology of particularity. The Task Force has sponsored a two-

day conference in New York and a morning session at the recent convention. It 

has examined current curriculum, preaching, worship and congregational life 

generally, in order to ask whether Refonn Judaism has effectively transmitted 

the sense of joy of peoplehood as well as our prophetic conceius. 

To further carry out its mission, the Task Force will sponsor another 
I 

conference in 1978, publish the results of therfirst conference in the CCA.R 

Journal, and proposes to report some of its findings at regional conferences 

of our colleagues. It is assumed that such a regional program would include 

a resume of findings to date, a statement of concern and a presentation dealing 

with a theology of Jewish survival or Jewish identity. The purpose of these 

meetings is to stimulate discussion and reflection. One session might deal with 

practical findings, another with the question of particularity within Refonn 

thinking, and a final session would suggest areas of programming in which we 

could encourage wider and easier involvement in amcha. 

Members of the Task Force on Jewish Identity are labbis Stuart Gertman, 

Joshua Haberman, Lawrence Hoffman, Peter Rubinstein, Bruce Warshal, Sheldon 

Zinunerman, and Daniel J. Silver, chairman. 



~ylvi Kay CCAR office N. Y. 212-734- 7166 

Joe Glaser has sent out a letter to regional presi-
dents and in it he says r_ a asked Dan to prepare 
a brief written description about the CCAR identity 
project. She would like you to call her today and 
dictate a paragraph or two on it so that they don 1t 
lose any more time, 
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The Task Force on Jewish Identity was created to encourage thinking in the 

area of a theology of particularity. The Task Force has sponsored a t,l(ro-day conference 

in New York and a morning session at the recent~It has examined current 

curriculum, preaching, worship and congregational life generally in order to ask 

whether Reform Judaism has effectively transmitted the sense and joy of peoplebood 

as well as our prophetic and uinversal concerns. 

To further carry out its miss ion, the Task Force will sponsor another 

conference in 1978, publish the results of the first conference in the Journal and pro-

poses to tell some of its findings at regional conferences of our colleagues . It is 

assumed that such a regional program would include a resumee of findings to date, 

a statement of concerns and a presentation dealing with a theology of Jewish survival 

or Jewish identity . The purpose of these meetings is to stimulate discussion and reflec

tion . One session might deal with the practical findings to date; another with the question 

of particularity within Reform thinking;and a final session ~,ould suggest areas of pro

grams by which we could encourage wider and easier involvement in amcha. 

Members of the Task Force are Rabbis Stuart Gertman. Joshua Haberman, 

Lawrence Hoffman, Peter J, Rubinstein, Bruce Warshal, Sheldon Zimmerman and 

Daniel J. Silver, Chairman. 
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Rabbi Daniel J. Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Si Iver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

PATRON OF HEBREW UNION COLLEGE - JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N Y 10021 (212) 249-0100 CABLES UNIONUAHC 

DEPARTMENT OF 
INTERRELIGIOUS AFFAIRS 

June 30, 1977 

Let me begin by telling you how much I enjoyed seeing you at the Con-
ference and how stimulating I felt your paper to be. It is that very 
stimulation that prompts me to take up your suggestion with this letter. 

I am very disturbed by what I perceive to be a philosophy of Jewish sur
vival for its own sake. It seems to me that survival is the right of an 
individual, but that a group's survival must be justified. For me, the 
survival of Judaism must be predicated on its abi I tty to make a contribution 
to the world, and not simply the fact that it has existed for thousands of 
years. 

Thus, to talk about strategies for promoting Jewish identity, whether they 
rely on Israel, ethnicity, the arts or even anti-Semitism, seems to fal I 
into the "survival for its own sake" trap. We can only avoid this trap if 
we discuss the values and ideals upon which our survival depends at the 
same time that we discuss the strategies. ( It occurs to me that the strategies 
themselves may evolve from the ideals.) This becomes even more crucial when 
we remember that we are dealing not only with children for whom strategies 
alone might suffice, but with adults as well. 

That is the basis upon which I have suggested the development of a set of 
survival theologies that are internal fy consistent. To this end I think 
that the next conference should deal with this subject as well as the others 
that have been suggested. I suggest to you that Jack Stern would be a marvelous 
presenter in this area. He is not only a thoughtful rabbi, but I know that 
he shares my feelings on this matter and has developed a theology of survival 
for himself. He also operates from the vantage point of a congregational rabbi 
who must work in a practical, as wel I as a theoretical., framework. I am certain 
that his presentation would be not only of high quality, but also thought 
provoking. Though he is not a philosopher, he has the ability to synthesize 
th at th i s top 1 c req u 1 res. 



Rabb i D. S i I ve r -2- June 30, 1977 

I know that you wi II consider this suggestion seriously. I look forward 
to knowing the final plans for the program. I would simply caution that 
consideration be given to the occurrance of the UAHC Biennial in San 
Francisco fn November, I would strongly recommend that our conference 
be held after the Biennial to avoid conflicting with it. 

Hoping you have a pleasant summer, and looking forward to seeing you 
soon, I am 

Cordia 11 y yours, 
/"'\ 

I 
• Rabbi Stuart A. Gertman 

Director 



(/'"'-~~ 
HEBREW UNION COLLEGE- JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

. Cincinnati• New York • Los Angeles • Jerusalem 

Dear Daniel, 

40 WEST 68th STREET • NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10023 
(212) 873-0200 

Thanks for the minutes and thoughtful suggestions. ·What follows 
is my reaction, At leas, in part. 

1. Thanks for the invitation, but I cannot see myself taking 
on another assigmnent now, not if I want· to do it justice, 
and, at any rate, the proposed topic is one which I have 
never rea\ly investigated at all. It lies outside of my 
field as far as scholarly consensus ia concerned. I would 
gladly include it within my field, but to do so would require 
the will and the time to launch a new full-scale research 
project, including novel methodology. The will I have--but not 
the time. 

2. I don't think Norman Cohen will do anything that is not 
in his field of midrash. But you can always ask him. He will 
not accept anything he does not want to do, and will not do 
anything poorly. 

3. I suggest the name of George Johnson, the maJt who puts out 
the Analysis brochures, from Washington. He is really an 
exp~nity, a proven researcher, a dedicated Jew. 
I know him to be a brilliant mind. He was once an asaimilated 
Jew with no Jewish concern, but he returned to the fold 
after serving in Vietnam. About the same time he gave up 
law -- though he could have followed the usual path• along 
Wall St. easily. He started learning Hebrew and studying things 
Jewish, found a job doing Jewish research, has gone back and 
forth to Israel, recently married an Israeli, and is a 
relatively Orthodox Jew. You cannot find a better expert on 
chavurot, since he haa been a meaber of one for years. And 
he 6aa-already reaearched patterns of Jewish -,bility, 
new foraaa of belonging to synagogues, etc, for hia Analysis 
reports. 

4. Skirball Sf'-'nda good to me baaed on what atudenta have 
aaid. Apparently he baa had considerable iafluence on their 
Jewish identity. 



5. Ellenaon can do any of the things you mention. He haa Ph.D. 
training from Columbia in aociology, and ia a dedicated and 
insightful Jew. 

6. A graduate this year might be conaidered: Paul Joseph, 
now in Monterey. He ia a mature person, about my age -- so older 
than his colleague• just out of school -- with a fascinating 
past. I can vouch for hie sound mind and ability to analyse 
problems. He worked for Gunter Hirachberg for 3 years here, 
and did a masterful jol, while. learning about synagogue life 
in N.Y. Before becoming a rabbi, he studied anthropology and 
did group work with drug addict,. He is a convert to Judafaa, 
a man who truly cares. Whatever he does, he does well. 

If I think of anyone else, I wj.11 let you know. Meanwhile, 
have a good s1qne~. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Larr~n 

.. 
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From the Desk Of 
Rabbi Elliot L. Stevens 

(212) 734-7166 

July 20, 1977 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dan, 

I broached the idea of a new publication, 
consisting of the papers of last November's colloquium 
and the one now being planned, to Bernie Scharfstein 
of the KTAV Publishing Company. 

Bernie's immediate reaction was that there wou]d 
not be much of a market, inasmuch as half of the book 
is being circulated free to the primary market for 
this material, namely, to the entire membership of the 
CCAR in the Summer Journal. 

Nevertheless, he asked you to send him copies of 
the papers soon to be published in the Summer Journal, 
and he'11 Jet us know whether he thinks a popular1y
priced paperback might be possible. If you would send 
these papers here, we would forward them, or you can 
send them directly to Bernie at KTAV, 75 Varick Street, 
New York, NY 10013. 

Best wishes for the rest of the summer. 

Sincerely, 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
790 Madison Avenue • New York, N. Y. 10021 



Rabbi William Cutter 
HUC-JIR 
3077 University all 
L An les , Cal if r n ia 90007 

Dear Bill: 

u u 17, 1977 

I am w riting to you on behalf of the Conference's Task Force on 
Jew ish Identity. We have been aathorized by the Execut ive Board 
to h ld a second conferen ce on Universalis and P a r tic ularism 
wh ic we h ve sche dule d en ·ve l y f r th e ew York s chool on 
March 13-14 o f 1978. The Task rce ha s a sked e to invite yon 
to pre sent a paper at tha t confe rence. 

The conference will focus on two gene r al reas: intelle ctual and 
cultural impediments to particularist th ink ing: and effective ap
proaches to involvement in Jew ish identity and Jew ish survival. 
We w ould like you. to deal w ith a to p ic wh ic h bridges both themes. 
Ia it possible, as an educator, to offer our student s an intellectual 
as well as an eiperiential explanatlon of Jew is h survival? Can the 
question 'why" be ana~ered? If eo, what kind of an s ers have 
some chance of being listened to ? How can the school and camps 
help onr young people c once ptualize a nd shape ideas which will in
volve them both in the l! s ion of Israel and in the existent ial ur
genciee of Jewish survival? 

I know of no one who coald more effectively and intelligently help 
a• think through thl• problem area. I hope yoa wlll be w illing to 
participate. We will, of coar••• defray your expeneea to New York. 
We hope to publish the paper• preaented in the Journal. Incidentally, 
the record of the first conference will be in the next leeue of the 
Journal. 

With all good wlehe• from hoa.se to house, I remaln 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 
D.JS:mp 



.. . . 

Rabbi Irwin Blank 
Temple Ohabe i Shalom 
118 7 Beacon St. 
Bro kline. Mase. 02146 

De r Irv: 

Au ust 17, l977 

As you kno ~, the Conference at1thorized the Task Force on Jewi■h 
Identity to hold a conference on Universalism and Particularism 
last vember. Thie conference was held and proved of value. 
The apers will be published in the next issue of the Journal. The 
Executive C mittee has n w authorized a sec nd conv cation. We 
plan to hold it at the ew Y rk sc ol n March 13-14, 1978. I 
w uld jike you to take pa rt. 

W wiU focu.s on three the es: idespread a■itu1·al assumptions 
wh'ch diminish the impact f particular·st concepts (one world, 
humanity. Judea-Christian tradition); effective approaches to con
gregational involvement in Jewish identity; and liberal theologies 
of Jewish survival. I woald like you to address yourself to th ls 
last topic. You have identified yourself actively ..vith all of the ma
jor "prophetic" cauaes and been a staunch defender of amcha. You 
are committed to Jewish rviv l. Vhy? What are the basic prin
ciples which shape these commitments and how are they adja!ted 
to each other? ffow do you balance the survival of Israel and the 
mla•ion of l•rael? 

This aection of oar conference wlll be devoted to the general top ic. 
"Why Survival - A Peraonal View", and I hope you will present 
one such reflection. 

Everyone i• well here. My two boy• will be in Cambrldge this year 
•o I will be in or around Boaton at aome time. With all good wiahee 
from hoaae to house, I remain 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 
DJS:mp 



Dr. Paul M. Steinberg 
UC-JI 

40 . 68th St. 
Ne York, . Y. 10023 

Dear Paul: 

u usl 17, 1977 

The Conference has authorized a second sen inar on Un iversallem 
and Particular ism. e o uld like to hold ·t again at the College-
Ins itute in New York, preferably on Monday, March 13 and Tnea
day, March 14, 1978. As was the caee laet November, the con
ference wodld laat two da ya. \Ve would invite students, faculty, 
the rabbinate in the ew York area as ell as anyone else who 
cared t o attend. Would tbe College again be ~illing to be our host? 
We iVould, of course, defray the expenses of any food which would 
be served. You were rr..ost gracious to us last year and 1 am deep
ly grateful. 

I trust everything is "vell. It ha s been a busy, b11t pleasant, sum
er. ·l did eome writing and the Cleveland weather has been be tter 

than usual. With all good wishee from houee to hou•e I remain 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeren y Silver 

DJS:m 



-

Rabbi Jack Stern, Jr. 
Westchester Reform Temple 
255 Mamar neck oad 
Scarsdale, . Y. 10583 

De r Jack: 

Au ust 17, 1977 

As you know, the Conferenc 's Task Force on Jewish Identity spon
sored a two-day seminar on the general theme of Univeraalism and 
Par icular is in Nev Y rk City last ovemb r. At tha t time we 
exa ined a numbe of asp c ts f syna gue life (litur y , the school, 
the ulpit) and ask d hether any effective rr1essage about the ulti
mate significance of Je ish sur ival was manifest in these activities. 
These papers will appear in the J urn.al. e paper I presented at 
the Conference wa my own reflect i n on the seminar. 

The Conference has authorized a sec nd convocation. e plan to 
bold it at the New York school n onday and uesday, March 13-
14, 1978. I would like for you to take part. This second conference 
will focus on three themes: widespread cultural assumptions which 
di inish the impact of particularist concepts ( n o ld, hun1anlty, 
Judea-Christian traditi n); effective approaches to congregational 
involvement in significantly Je ish activity; and the development of 
liberal theologies of Jewish sur lval. The Comn .ittee has asked me 
to invite you to present a paper in this last area. 

You have been active in all the major "prophetic" cauaes and, at 
the same time, yoa have been concerned with the aurvival of the 
Jewi•h commanlty and Iarael. What intellectual framework shapes 
this wide ranging activity? How do yoa balance the survival of Is
rael and the mission of Israel? I hesitate to ask you for a strictly 
theological paper because I believe that our basic com itments are 
emotional rather than philoaophic, bat you have shaped your thoughts 
along pbiloaophic linee. What lines? How do yon e.xpreas theee to 
your congregation and to other•? 



- -

Would you be wllllng to undertake thl• aaelgnment? 

I truat the summer ha1 been a plea1ant one. With all good wl1be1 
I remain 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Sllver 

DJS:mp 



Rabbi Paul Jo1eph 
Temple Beth larael 
P.O. Bo.x 14 
Mont rey, a lif. 93942 

Dear a ul: 

u u 17, l 77 

I am writing t you on behalf of the Ta1k Force on Jewi1h Identity. You 
may recall that we aponsored a conference on Universalism and Parti
cularism at the New York school in November of last year. The Con
ference has now given us authorization to bold a f llow-up convocation 
which e plan to do in New York n arch 13 and 14 of 1978. 

We plan to devote this conference to three themes: the intellectual im
pediments to particulari t thinkin ; examples of effective and stimu
lating involvement in Jewish life; and personal statements of theology. 
The committee would like yon to take part in thi1 conference with a 
paper which would bridge two of these themes. 

Deapite Arthur Cohen's deriding of the myth of the Judeo-Chrietian 
tradition, there is a wide-apread assumption of its existence. If there 
la a common core western onotheiam and its values a.re generally 
acceptable, there ia little reason to maintain the distinctiveness of the 
two traditions or to position one's family carefully in a limited \vorld. 
Thla is the arg'1ment of many Christian and Jewish humanists, or the 
Jewa for Jeaaa and others. We wo11ld llke you to examine the reality or 
lack of reality of th i• concept. Speak aa per1onally ae you can of the 
perceived differences. Oar hope Le that yoa can euggeat the changed 
atance which Jewish identity lnvolvea. 

I am not eager for yoa to bang tbinga out. We want yoa to examine 
apeciflcally the myth/reality of the concept ol Judeo-Chriatian tradi
tion and to relate that analyaie to the concepts of .Je\vish identity and 
Jewiah survival. 



• 

I hope you can be part of this experience. The Ta•k Force wlll. of 
coar•e• defray your expense• to New York and we hope to arrange for 
the publlcation of the•e paper• in the Journal. 

Wlth all good wl•he• for the New Year I remain 

Slncerely. 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



-

Rabbi v __ unther Pla t 
Holy B 
19S0 B 

Dear Gunther: 

SP 3K9 

u u t 18, 1977 

Aa you k11 "'• the Task Force n Je ish Identit one red a con-
ferenc on Universalis and Particularism in N ve ber of last 
year. Th papers N re of a i h rder and will be published in 
the forthcoming J u rna l. 

The Executive Co mittee ha auth r iz d a econd conference which 
we pl n t hold at the ork chool n r e 13 14, 1978. ow 
that you are a bit freer, I e y u ·u be ~illin t take part and 
accep an assign ent. 

Our conference will focus on three themes : lib ral theolo ies of 
Jewish aurvlval; cultural impediment to articul rtst thinking; 
and effective approaches t involvement in Je.vish identity. Ve 
would particularly like t have u deal with an asp c t f th first 
theme - cultural imped i ent t th n1ean tngful d iscu ." s i n of a rt i-
cular ist concepts. are articularly int rest d in forn ' s s lf-
identific t ion as prophetic Judais . s far as I kno , n one ha 
atudied the etiology of this identification. 1 believe it goes back t 
Ce iger, but lam not sure. Though a potentially positive theme, 11 ro
phetic Judaism'' has provided a rallying cry to those who ar un asy 
with Torah and Avodab. Are the Cioldenson lectures on pr µhecy a 
achol rly contribution to Biblical understanding or a coded justifica 
tlon of a certain type of reform theol gy, refor defined as thical 
theism (Kohler)? I know of no one better equipped to examine the 
hiatory of this label and it• present usefulnese,or lack of 1ame, for 
a cont mporary liberal Jewiah posture. 



What I am looking for i• a contributlon which draw• on your competence 

ae an int llectual historian -.a= .. -•■ ■•at. You 
I 

wlll help many clarify tbelr thlnklng. 

( 1t ha11 been a good summer for me and for mine. 
'1rom h use to house, I remain 

Sincerely, 

Dantel Jer 

DJS: p 

i ha l good wlahea 

y ilver 
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Dr. Joseph Blau 
3636 reystone Ave. 
Bronx, New Y rk 10463 

Dear Dr. lau: 

u l , 1977 

Two years ag the Central Conference of American Rabbia brought 
into bein a Task Force on Jewiah Identity which they invited me to 
chair. "'here was a general feel in that the cultural mood made con-
ceptual discussion f JeNish survival and Jewish identity quite diffi
cult, but that such thought as i perative. Liberal Judaism see ed 
to have on.ie succ ss sensitizin e pl t social issues, 11t not as 
much success in helping sh a c en· r a on t value their 
Jewish identity a.nd the urvival f the Jewish people. A conference 
was sponsored at the C lle e Institute tn e York City in vember 
of 1976. The papers of this c nference ill be ubli .. hed in the forth
comin Journal. I as asked to reflect n our c nference at the 
CCA '• convention and I am encl in a co y of that resentation. 

We have been authorized by the ecutive Board t hold a second con -
clave. Ve have scheduled it for onday and Tu sday, arch 13-14, 
1978. In the course of these two days w plan t lift up three areas of 
concern : effective appr aches o inv lve .ent in Je vish identity; re 
flecttons on possible the logie of Je ish survival; and im diments 
to particularist thinking. 

It is in this la•t area that we seek your participation as a philos pher 

and intellectual bi•torian. There are abroad a ra.ft of conventional as
sumptions which make particulariat thinking a dlfficolt enterprise f r 
many of 111. What are they? A• the committee diecu sed this invita 
tion we quickly ticked off a few of these: the fear f rrJilitant nati nal
iam w ·ch leada to an emotional emphasis on one-worldiam; reaction 
to myt ologiea which make us leary of all concept• of ci'oseness or 
group identity; conventional aasunl ption• about a Judeo-Chriatian tra 
dition (if we are baalcally the same, why remain apart); doing one's 
own thing talk (group identity eeen1a to stand in the way of individual 
autonomy); etc. 
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All of thi• le very awkward and amateurlab. We hope that you would 
examine wlth u• the development of the un.l•1er•ali1t tilt in our thlnklng 
and auggeat how theae aa1omptlon• abape or mia•hape current dl ■cu1-
1 lon• of Jewieh ldentlty and Jewleh 1urvival. It le la g t ek.. l know 
of no one better equlpped to handle lt. 

We can offer only a modest honorarium - $100 - and more than a few 
mitzvah polnte. The paper wlll be published hi the CCAR Journal. I 
can guarantee a large and quite aelectlve audience. Student■ ., facalty 
and the New York area rabbinate attlnd. At thls p lnt you could choo1e 
either day and either morning or afternoon. 

I trust thle find s y u in good bea lth. With all good wiahes for the coming 
year, I re tn 

Slncerely, 

Daniel Jeremy il er 

DJS : p 

Encl. 



Dr. David Sidorsky 
Departn1ent of Philosophy 
Columbia niv rs ity 
116th a d B r ad ay 
New Yo r k , .. Y. 10027 

Dear Da vid: 

Jonathan is home from an ei 
up his lo ins for an th r year. 
and I an1 delight d. 

u ru st 18, 1977 

t week tr lp roand the c ntry, girding 
I ga ther the roo L Q ta y in t gether 

This note is a invita i n t rticipate in a conf rence on Universalis 
and Particularism which I a r anizin f r t e Central C nference of 
America n :tabbis £ r arch l3- l , 1978. years a go th CCAR cre
ated a T k F rce on Je ish Ide ntity nd eked e to cha ir it. Their 
concern Here both pract ic lan d intellec ual. T e re ..vas a widespread 
feeling that current cultural su .pti m de effective discussion of 
Jewish survival and Jewish identit y difficult. It n as felt that while re-
form attitude• had sensitized ny Jews t soc ial concerns, we had 
not been particularly succ ssful i convincing r m e mbe r s h ip about 
the quintessential impor tan c of the surv ival f t e Je ~is c m unit y 
and tbei responsibility toward that oal. 

In November of last year the Task Force organized a conference on 
Univeraali1m and Particularism at the College-Institute in ew York 
City. I am enclosing a copy of oar program. The papers will be pub 
lished in oar Joarnal. I spoke on the conference at t e CCA l's Annu l 
Conference. A copy of my comment• le enclosed. 

The Executive Committee has authori&ed a followup conference. We 
plan to deal with two themes: those elements of modern life ..vhlch di
minish the appeal of particalarist concepts or cause them to be dia
miaaed almoat wlthoat reflection, and the various theologies of Jewish 
survival which are poseible within a liberal Jewish 1tance. We have 



-
a1ked a number of men to expla in how they balance their tblnklng on 
the misalon of Israel and the mandate of Jewl1h 1urvival. 

We would like you to help ua with the flrst the n . "' 11 y be will-
ing to lay out for u• the humanl1tic and poaltlviat aaaumption• whlch 
have produced the conventi nal att itudes of western liberallam which 
make aeriou• con• iderationa of partlculari1t notion• difficult? That 
ia stated awkwardly. When the committee dlacu aed this paper we 
named a grab bag of disparate elements which seem to be involved; 
the urgency t get beyond m ilitant nationalism to a world aecurity • ye
tem - peace; the assumption fa Judeo-Christian entity and identity 
whlch blurs the leg it imacy of special loyalty; the bitter reaction to a 
cent ur y f racist ide l y which has made u• impatient with all aa1ump
tion s of un iq u nes s, chos nne se or superiority; the "doing my own 
thing " s s i n hich ea e n a n y &e nse of commonweal; etc. There 
are any r e. 

Log ic u gesta that reasonable e le m u t balance the demands of 
self a nd commun ity, f Jew i h ident i t y and humanity; that it i a quea
tion of both /and, not e ith r/ r; ut t m ny un iv r list language a l-
ways s ee s t o be t e i h r d nd t re con1 e llin argu-
ment. u uld render all of u s r ic if y u uld he l p us under-
stand those cultural pres e iti n wh ich consciously or unconsciously 
affect o ur thinking. 

The Conference w il l take place a t o ur e ork sch ol. You c o uld 
present your paper e ithe r n Monday or Tuesd y. Fro the int f 
view of organ lzation f the C nfere c e , nda y uld be r efe r a b le . 
We can offer an honora rium f only one hundred do llars , but n1a ny 
mitzvah inte. Last year w e had a f ine and sel c t aud i nee of s tuden t s , 
faculty, the New York area rabbinate and o thers. We h e t publish 
the paper& of this confe rence as we did tho e f th first convocati n. 

With a l good wishes for the New Year from hous e to hou1e, I remain 

DJS:mp 

Encl. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jerem y Sllver 



Rabbi David Ellenaon 
150 Middle Neck Road 
Port ashington, N. Y. 11050 

Dear avid : 

A 18, 1977 

I a :vr iting to you on behalf of the CCAR. Task Force on Jewi1h Identity. 
As you ow, we held a confererice on Universalism and Particularlsm 
at the eN York school last November. The Conference haa authorized 
a second convocation which we plan to hold a.t the ew York school on 
March 13-14, 1978. The co mitt hae asked e t invite you to take 
part in t a conference. 

Last y r P eter ubinstein and ... belly Zimme~man did a series of in
tervie 1/S ..vlth synagogue members in ic .... --.. ..,nd , Cleveland and ew York 
to an lyze ttitudee t ward t synago e, r bb ·, I rael etc. e feel 
that th· ·nvestigation e ld b p sud. ecif'c lly, are th se now 
joining the synagogue doings clS an ct of affiliation with the Jewish 
people r simply to provide them elves nith familiar life cycle cere
monies? At the conference Josh Habern'lan described what he called 
"Jewishness Without Judaism", belonging ithout becoming. How much 
of that is there? Can the c nte orary syn g gue ho e be a place 
where both particularis t and universali t values re ~ oused? .)./? 
What patterns of program and structure need to be explored if Ne are 
to be at all effective in the t r ans iss ion of a sense of pe plehood? 

Among our colleagues one of the impedimenta to effectiveness is the 
assumption that our synagogues ae polities are much the same ae they 
were a generation or two ago. This la manifestly not the c se. ey 
recogni~e certain gros• sociological changes: suburbla: eastern uro
pean familiea; Fiddler noatalgia; the impact of the Holocaust on the 
generation onw in its fifties; but no one baa de1cribed the third and 
fourth generation American Jew who grew ap ln suburbia in the 50's 
and 60'• and who brings to the 1ynagogae all the confue ions of those 
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tlmea. What'• he llke lnalde? Row much of a "Jew" l■ he? Would you 
be w Uling to tackle the•e toagh problem■ ? U •o• it i ■ our hope that 
you would make your preeentatlon on Tue•day, the 14th. 

With all good wl•he• for the New Year I remain 

Sincerely, 

Danlel Jeremy Silver 

DJS: p 



.. 

RABBI 1RWI M . BLANK 

TEMPLE 0HABEI HALOM 

1187 BEACON TREET 

BROOKLINE, MASSA H ETT 021 6 

August 23, 1977 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
Unfversfty Cfrcle at Sflver Park 
Cleveland, Ohfo 44106 

Dear Dans 

Thank you for your gracious fnvftatfon to partic
ipate fn the Conference on Unfversalfsm and Parfcularfsm 
to be held at the New York school on March 13th and 14th. 
I will be pleased to present a paper on the theme of 
Liberal Theologies of Jewish Survival wfth partfcu1ar 
emphasis on ''Why Survival-A Personal Vfew. 11 

If there is anything that we can do to extend 
hospitality to your sons, Ellie and I would love to do 
that. We would also like to visit with you whenever 
you are fn the Cambridge area. Please let us know. 
Would you be good enough to give me your sons• addresses 
so that I can be in touch with them. 

fond regards. 

IMB/fd 

fncerely, 

l;\;b-v 
Irwin H. Blank 
Rabbi 



~'>~1~-:7 ~ 
I::) , ,::;c., ,, ~~ 9 
~ ) j1 ) j :::j 

• ' ~t::l _...., • 

(/t4L ~~ 
HEBREW U ION COLLEGE - JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

Cincinnati • New York • Los Angeles • l erusalem 

August 24, 1977 

3077 UNIVERSITY MALL • LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNI 00007 
(213) 749-3424 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

I am flattered by the invitation to such an intrigu
ing forum, and should be able to take part. However 
Lewis Barth, our dean, is out of the country and 
all such invitations have to be cleared with him. 

I will let you know right around Rosh Hashanah, and 
until then best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

-
William Cutter 

WC: db 

cc: Dean Barth 

P.S. I read your recent paper - and assume that 
some of the issues you raise there are relevant to 
the upcoming meetings. 
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Temple: (516) 883.3144 

August 24, 1977 
l O E 1 ul , 5 7 3 7 

RABBI DAVID ELLE 0 
THE COMMUNITY YNAGOCUE 

150 MiddJc Neck Road 

Port Washington, New York 11050 

Rabbi Daniel J. Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

Thank you very much for your letter of August 18, and for your 
kind invitation to participate in the CCAR Task Force on Jewish 
Study Convocation to be held at the New York School of HUC-JIR, 
on March 13-14, 1978. I will be glad to offer a presentation 
at the Convocation on the morning of March 14 and will attempt 
to describe the type of third and fourth generation American Jew 
who grew up in suburbia in the 50's and 60's and now populates 
our congregations. 

I would appreciate it if you would send me a more exact title 
for my presentation, as well as an idea as to how long the pre
sentation should be . Once more, thank you. 

Please give my regards to Stu Geller and his family. 

May you be written and inscribed for a good and sweet year. 

Cordially, 

Rabbi David Ellenson 

DE:fj 
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HEBREW UNION COLLEGE- JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

Cincinnati• New York• Los Angeles• Jerusalem 

omca or nm DBAH 

Rabbi Dani el J. Si 1 ver 
The Temple 

to WEST •th STIUDIT • NBW YOU, NBW YORK 1oou 
(IU) 171-0ZOO 

August 25, 1977 

University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

Dean Steinberg is away from his desk at present and in his 
absence I want to acknowledge your letter of August 17th. 
Your letter will be brought to his attention upon his return 
in September. 

Sincerely, 

/~/-~ 
Helen R. Farber 
Secretary to the Dean 
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Rabbl Willla m Cutter 
HUC - J 
3077 University Mall 
Los An cles, Cal ifornia 90007 

Dear Bill: 

S p t m ber Z, 1977 

I am del ighted that yoa wiiY will tn £ to take part in oar institu te. 

You bring to it a special and very i.mportant focus. As you aug
~eat, the is 1uea tha t I ra ise in my Conference pa per are germane. 

s·ncerely, 

Da n ie l Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 
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Rabbi Irw iu M. Blank 
Temple Obabei Shalom 
118 7 Bea con Street 
Brookline, Ma••· 02146 

Dear Irv: 

eptember 2, 19 77 

I am delighted that you will be with us at the Conference on 
Un iverealism and Particularism. I am lo king forward to 

I -

your paper. I will get back to you soon with a full schedule 
of the two da ye. 

In the meantime, a happy and healthy Tew Year to you 
a11d youre. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 
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R.abbi D id Ellenson 
Ine Community Synagogue 
150 Middle Neck oad 
Port Waah iagton, •. Y. 110S0 

Dear Dav id: 

Sep e b r 2, 1977 

I am del ighted you will be part of our couvoca ion of~ arch 13-l4 
and that you will presen yot1r pa;,er on th morn in of the 14th. 
You will be able to gauge the length of the papers presented at the 
laat institute from tbe summer issue of the Journal, when it final
ly gets published. 

I have no more exact title for your presentat ion. I have discovered 
that each decade br ·ngs inta,our congregation lleople w itb another 
set of attitade1. In the so•s we got member• who were politically 
Jewi1h, bat not religiously ao. I have a feet·ng tha t he balance 
bas shifted and that f:h.e new generation is willin to be .Tewiah only 
if religious anawera are offered and religious needs met: but I 
am not etire. Obv ioasly, any strategy to preeen a defense/theology 
of Jewieh aa:rvival requires that we ans..,:er/deal with the questions 
that are actually being asked. To do so we mus .. understadd the 
"tho11 '' with whom we are tn dialogue. 

With all good wishes for the • 1ew Year I remain 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 
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Columbia University in the City of New York New York, N.Y. 10027 

DEPARTMENT OF RELIGION 619 

September 6, 1977 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

KENT HALL 

Your letter of August 18 reached me on my return 
to the city, and was a most welcome greeting. Your Task 
Force has certainly hit upon a most critical issue in post
Emancipation Jewish life. I am delighted with the invitation 
to participate, though I shall feel somewhat like a lion 
among Daniels. 

Of the dates {March 13 and 14, 1978) you plan, I should 
prefer, if at all feasible, to be programmed for the Tuesday 
session, either morning or afternoon . Although I am now 
emeritus (i.e., fresh out of meri t ), I s hall still do some part
time teaching at Columbia on Mondays a nd Wednesdays. 

With warm personal regards and greetings for the New Year, 

L. Blau 

JLB:lg 
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HEBREW UNION COLLEGE-JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

Cincinnati• New York• Los Angeles• Jerusalem 

Office of the Deart 

Rabbi Daniel J. Silver 
The Temple 

tO WEST eath STllBBT • NEW YORK, NBW YORK 10023 
(212} 873-0100 

September 7, 1977 

University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

It was great hearing from you. 

We shall be pleased to be host to the Conference on 
March 13th and 14th for the second seminar on Uni
versalism and Particularism. 

With warm personal regards and all good wishes for 
the New Year. 

PMS:hf 

rc;__Y• 

Paul M. Steinberg 
Dean 
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WESTCHESTER REFORM lIMPLE 255 MAMARONECK ROAD • SCARSDALE, N. Y. 10583 

Jack Stem, Jr. 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 

September 7, 1977 

University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Danny: 

Many thanks for your letter of August 17. I was 
delighted with the invitation, and the topic is 
one that interests me. 

I do have one conflict, however, I am scheduled 
to teach a Bible class here at the Temple on that 
Tuesday morning, March 14, and I would be unable 

Rabbi 

to arrive at the New York School much before 12:00 
noon. 

There is an outside possibility that I might be 
able to switch the class, but I cannot count on 
it at this time. Do you still want me to parti
cipate? 

Best for the New Year. 

Sincerely, 

bbi 

JS:es 



.... 

Dr. Jo•eph L. Blau 
Columbia University 
Department of Religion 
IIW@wKent Rall 
New York, N. Y. 10027 

Dear Dr. Blau: 

September 9, 1977 

I waa delighted to receive your letter of September 6 and 
to kno"'· that you have accepted our invitation. I will see 
that you are echedaled for Tuesday, March 14. The pro
gram is not completely shaped eo as yet 1 do not know 
whether it will be in the morning or afternoon. 

With all good wishes for a happy and healthy New Year 
I remain 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



er.> e ber 14, 1977 

Rabbi Joseph C la a er 
Central Conference of American Rabbi1 
790 Madison Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10021 

Dear Joe: 

I have confirmed with Paul Steinberg the dates of March 13-14, 
1978 for our second conference on Universalism and Particularism 
at the Ne :v York Sebo l. The program is three-quarters complete 
and I will have the whole outline to your office within a month. It 
shapes up to be an excit.in two days. 

With all good wishes for the ew Year I remain 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



Dr. Paul M. Steinberg 
HUC-Jla 
40 West 68th St. 
New York, N. Y. 10023 

Dear Paul: 

S te ber 14, 1977 

I am delighted that the school ·s available co us on March l3-14, 
1978 for oar aecond conference on Universalism and Partlcularism. 
Oar program ia already well under v.1ay and I will be back to you 
with a full lineup within a fe~ ,eeks. 

Wi.th all good wi1hea from house to house fo r the New Year 
I remain 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



Rabbi Jack S em 
Vi estches ter eform Temple 
255 amaroneck oad 
Scarsdale, N. Y. 10583 

Dear Jack: 

Se e r l4, 1977 

I an1 delighted v ith your interest in our conclave. The confiict 
wi h your class at T mple can be s lved easily by scheduling 
you on Monday. FJowever n1uch y u Ian one of th•se conference• 
the rLaterial never qui te rogressee in what you think would be 
the mos natural way and mixing the themes ?roduces some in
teresting reactions. 

l will be back to yon a• soon as the whole schedule ie aettled. 
It is going to be an interesting ~ ,o days and tam delighted you 
will be part or lt. 

With all good wishes for the New Year from bou•e to hoaae 
I remain 

Sincerely, 

Danlel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 
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CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
7 9 0 M A D I S O N A V E N U E • N E W Y O A K, N. Y. 1 0 0 2 1 • ( 2 1 2 ) 7 3 4 - 7 1 6 6 

OFFICERS: 

Office of the Executive Vice President 

Rabbi Daniel J. Silver , Chairman 
CCAR Identity Task Force 

University Circle & Silver Park 
Cleveland , Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

September 15, 1977 

You have been wonderful about sharing with me at every stage the substantive 
work and plans of your Task Force . But I do wish you would also keep me in
formed of the procedural matters which, I know seem minor to you, but which 
are a major concern of mine . Fortunately Paul Steinberg happened to inform 
me about the March 13th and 14th dates . Luckily there is no conflict but there 
could have been. 

Are you going to have a meeting of your group prior to the March event? I would 
like very much to be at it so please, again, confer with me on possible dates . 
I think we are beginning to get down to pay dirt, and as you know, I consider 
this to be a subject of the highest priority. 

The issue of the CCAR Journal looks good. I have already heard some very fine 
comments on it . 

A happy and a healthy New Year to you and yours . 

Shalom, 

. Glaser 

JBG:sk 

Ely E. P1k:h1k, President 
Short Hills, N J 

J«ome A Mahno, Vice President 
Danbury, Conn 

Sidney H Brooks, Recording Secretary 
Omaha, Neb. 

Sidney L Regner. Executive V,ce Presl<Jent Emeritus 
New York, N Y 

Joseph B Glas«, Executive Vice President 
New York, NY 

Alfred Wdf, Treasurer 
Los Angeles, Cal 

Jordan Peew'lson, Financial Secretary 
Toronto, Canada 

Elhot L Stevens, Administrative Secretary 
New York, NY 
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HEBREW UNION COLLEGE- JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 
Cincinnati • New York • Los Angeles • Jerusalem 

September 28, 1977 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

3077 UNIVERSITY AVENUE • LOS ANGELES , CALIFORNIA 00007 
(213) 749-3424 

Dr. Lewis Barth has formally approved my participation in 
the March 13 Forum. I am eagerly reading appropriate 
materials. On the basis of the various papers that I read, 
it seems to me that the issue of universalism and particu
larism can be related to different logi cs of instruction, 
as well as different psychological needs of the children. 
For example, a particularistic behavior is more congruent 
with what we know about learning than universalistic 
behavior. I am looking forward to developing the idea and 
only need to know time frame, nature of the Forum, and who 
the other participants will be, and more topics. 

Sincerely, 

Cutter 



-

Rabbi William Cutter 
IiUC-JIR 
3077 University Avenue 
Los Angeles, Calif. 90007 

Dear Bill: 

ctober 4, 1977 

Delighted and I look forward to your paper. 

Our Conference will preaent ei ht papers, two each morning and 
two each afternoon. I am enclosing a copy of laat year'• program 
ao you can see the time frame and the • chedule. So far the parti
cipant■ include Joseph Blau, David Sidoraky, Irwin Blank, Jack 
Stern, David Ellenaon, be1 idea yourself. unther Plaut has been 
invited to give a paper on the implications of the term prophetic 
Judaism and I am to hear from him tbia week. Blau and Sidoraky 
will • peak on cultural lm ped imen ta to particular ia t th inking. El
lenaon will preaent a sociological analy1i1 of in ereata oI young 
congreganta. Stern and Blank will diacuaa their personal theologies 
of survival and identity. Your■ ia the only paper in the field of 
edacation. We had C..•ertman 'a deacr iptive paper laat year and I 
am delighted you will look behind product to philo•ophy and purp0ae. 
Woald you like to auggeat a abort title? 

With all good wiahe■ for the New Year I remain 

Sincerely, 

DJS:mp 

Encl. 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 



UNIVERSITY CIRCLE AT SILVER PARK • CLEVELAND, OHIO 44106 • 791·7755 
BRANCH: 26000 SHAKER BLVD. • BEACHWOOD, OHIO 44122 • 831·3233 

STUART GELLER 
Associat Rabbi 

STEPHEN A. KLEI 
Assistant Rabbi 

LEO S BAMBERGER 
Executive S cretary 

Dr. David Sidorsky 
6§ el Sa:mrdet e St. X 
Rego Pat k, '". "f. l1~'1';ii 

Dear David: 

0 c to be r 19, 19 7 7 

~~r-~~ 
~ Y--L I ?1 y / 0 

2 / 

Please write n this letter the day you prefer for our spring 
conference. I am enclosing my original letter as a reminder 
of details. We would be delighted to have you either day. 

I talked to Jonathan last night and everything seemed well 
with the boys. The year is beginning to get to them, but a 
little hard work will not hurt anyone. 

DJS:mp 

Encl. 

~ ~ 
-z.L-; 

Sincerely., 

Daniel Jeremy Su:-ver 

~ I L..I~ ~ ~ ~~ 
W€./4--J~~ 
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Rabbi Walter Jacob 
R.odef Shalom Temple 
4905 Fifth Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PR. 15213 

Dear Walter: 

0c her 25, 1977 

A• yoa know, the Ta1k Force on Jewiah Identity aponaored a con
ference on Unlversalil8m and Particulari1m in November of last 
year. The paper• were of a high order and will be published in the 
forthcoming Journal. 

The Executive Committee bas auth rlzed a second conference which 
we plan to hold at the New York school on March l3-14, 1978. Now 
that yon are a bit freer, l hope you will be willing to take part and 
accept an •••ignment. 

Oar conference will focus on three themes: liberal theologies of 
Jewieh survival; cultural impediments to particularist thinking; and 
effective approaches to involvement in Jewish identity. We would 
particularly like to have you deal with an aspect of the first theme -
cultura,l impediments to the meaningful discussion of particularist 
concepts. We are particularly interested in ft..eform 's se lf-identificatlon 
ae prophetic J11daiem. Aa far as l know, no one has studied the etiology 
of thi1 identification. I believe it goea back to Geiger, but I am not 
a are. Though a potentially poe itive theme, "prophetic Judaism" has 
provided a rallying cry to tho ■e who are uneasy with Torah and Avodah. 
Are the Goldenaon lect11re• on prophecy a ■cholarly contribution to 
Biblical 11Dder1tanding or a coded ju1tificatlon of a certain type of re
form theology, reform defined •• etb.lcal theism (Kohler)? I know of 
no one better eqaipped to examine the hiatory of thi• label and its 
preeent asefalne••• or lack of ■ame, for a contemporary liberal Jew
iab poetare. 



• 

What I am looking for l■ a contribution which draw• on your com
petence a■ an intellectual hl■torlan. You wlll help many clarify their 
thlnklng. 

Thl1 ha■ been a aood •ummer. It wa1 good aeelng you ye■terday. I 
am ■orry I did not have a ch•nce to talk thl■ over wlth you then. With 
all aood wl■he1 I remain 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 
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Temple Beth-El 
825 WEST ST. FRANCIS STREET 

BROWNSVILLE, TEXAS 78520 

November 1. 1977 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland. OH 44106 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

I am very interested in attending the 
Conference on Universalism Particularism 
scheduled for March 13-14. 1978 in New York. 
Please keep me informed of developments I 
should know about. 

Thank you very much. 

JG/og 

Ben Zoma said, "Who is wise? 
He who learns r rom every one, u it is said, 

from all my teachers I have gotten understanding!" 



November 7, 1977 

Dear Daniel: 

OR. WALTER JACOB 

Roos .. BHALOM TIIMfl'L& 

~I .. TH AND MOf'&WOOO AVIINUU 

PITT-■Uf'CIH, PA, u121a 

Many thanks for your invitation to join you at the 
second conference of the "Task Force on Jewish Identity" 
which is to be held March 13 and 14 in New York. 
I will be glad to participate and to work on a paper 
on the general theme that you suggested. I think 
it will be interesting. However, it will probably 
have to be broadened somewhat. I have done some 
initial investigation and will do more when I have 
access to the Hebrew Union College library in Los 
Angeles next week. It will be a pleasure to work on 
this and I look forward to the meetings. 

I am sure that we will see each other in San Francisco. 
Until then, with kindest regards, 

Sincerely, 

dldi--
wa1ter Jacob 

WJ:ldm 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 
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C'~ipn~:, C'l:li:, iilM 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
7 9 0 M A D I S O N A V E N U E • N E W Y O A K , N. Y. 1 0 0 2 1 • ( 2 1 2 ) 7 3 4 - 7 1 6 6 

OFFICERS. 

Office of the Executive Vice President 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

November 10, 1977 

You got NER so excited about the identity project that when they learned 
that your March program was going to be on the same dates as their Kallah, 
they rebelled. They, and I, wonder if you could switch the dates. March 
is a difficult month with a lot of regional Kallot but I think that I 
could get the New York Association to switch its dates from March 26 
through the 28th over to March 13th to the 16th if your crew and the New 
York School could make the switch too,✓ What do you think? 

,-,;> ~, :16 , t.f'. 
I look forward to seeing you in San Francisco and maybe you can have an 
answer for me by then. 

Warm good wishes. 

Shalom /'°" 

- !~ ~ 
Joseph B Glaser 

JBG/s 

cc: Rabbi Bernard Bloom 

Ely E. Pilchlk, President 
Short Hills. N.J. 

Jerome A. Malmo, Vice President 
Danbury, Conn. 

Sidney H. Brooks, Recording Secretary 
Omaha, Neb. 

Sidney L Regner, Executive Vice PreSJdent Emeritus 
New York, N.Y. 

Joseph B. Glaser, Executive Vice President 
New Yon<, N.Y. 

Allred Woll, Treasurer 
Los Angeles, Cal. 

Jordan Pearlson, Financial secretary 
Toronto, Canada 

Elhot L. Stevens, Admm,strative Secrefary 
New York, N.Y. 
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V ll, 1977 

U. bbi Irwin M. Blank 
Te le habei Sha lorn 
ll87 Beac n Street 
Br kline, ass. 02146 

Dear Irwin: 

I m utting to ether our progra for ur arch 13-14 sesaion. 
I ill have the general title "Universalism and Par tic' lariarr1: 
The Sec nd Se inar. " I ha e scheduled you for 1:30 n Tueaday, 
March l Is t'1at alright? I ha e given your p per the tentative 
title " y Survival? A Personal Vi w. " Have you a better 
beading? I would be happy to chan e it. 

Wottld you give me a two or three line bi for the program? 
I will list you as Rabbi of Temple Ohabei Shalon and I want 
to add a word or tw'l about major b ks r ffices etc. 

With all good ishes [ rem in 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Sil er 

DJS:mp 



.. 

m r I, 1977 

Rabbi David llen•on 
The o munity Sy agogae 
15 iddl ec ... ad 

ort ash ington, N. Y. 11050 

Dear David: 

I am patting together our program for our arch 13-1 sees ion. 
It wi.ll have the general title " niversalis and articular·sm: 
The ec nd Seminar. " I have scheduled you for 10 A. M. t>n 
Tuesday, March l . Ia th;:11t alright? I have given your paper 
th tentative title "Our Newest en hers· How The 30-Year Old• 
Feel About Survival and Their Jewish Identity. " Have you a 
b tter heading? I would be happy to chan e it. 

Would you give e a o or three line bio for the r gram? 
I vill list you a• Rabbi of The Community Synagogue and I want 
to add a word or two ab()ttt ajor books r ffices etc. 

Vlith all good vishes I remain 

incerel}', 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS: p 



,. 

v n be r l , 19 7 7 

Dr. Joseph L . Blau 
C lun1bia iver · ty 

en o elig ion 
H ll 

e Y r , N. Y. 10027 

ear r. Blan: 

I m putting t ether our pr ur M r ch 13-14 session. 
It ill h ve t e gener8 title II n iverea li nd Par ticularism: 
The econd Seminar." I ha-1e scheduled y f()r ll:l5 . on 
Tuesd y, arch l4. Is that alright'? I have iven your paper 
the tentative title ''Univeraalis and dern Thought: The 
Pr lem of Particulartst Thi king. " Wou ld y u like to phraae 
it ln any other ay? I am sure y suggesti n can be i proved 
n. 

ith all good wishes I remai 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy ilver 

DJS:mp 



abbi Jack Stern 
festchester eform Temple 

255 Mamaroneck oad 
Scarsdale, N. Y. 10583 

Dear Jack: 

Nov en1ber l , 1977 

I am putting together our program for our arch l3-14 eeaeion. 
It w ill have the eneral title "Universalism and Particularism: 
The Second Seminar. " I have scbeduled you for 1:30 on Monday, 
March 13. Is that alright? I have given your paper the tentative 
title "Survival and Social Action: How T ey Fit Together." Have 
Jlmre a better heading? I uld be happy to change it? 

Would you glve me a two or three line bio for the program? 
1 ..vill liet you ae Rabbi of Westchester efor Temple and want 
to add a word or two about major bo()ks or offices etc. 

With all good w iehes I remain 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



r 

abbi Jonathan H. Gerard 
Temple Beth-El 
825 West St. Francie St. 
Bronnsville, Texas 78520 

Dear Rabbi Gerard: 

o.icm er 11, l977 

I am re lying to your letter of November l in Rabbi 
Silver'• absence. You Nill be receiving material from 
the Conference on the seminar March 13-14 juat a ■ eoon 
ae lt i• ready. 

Sincerely, 

Marie Plath 
Secretary to abbi Daniel Silver 

mp 



RABBI lRWI M. B K 

TEMPLE OHABEI HAL0M 

1187 BEACON TREET 

BROOKLI E 1 MA A HU ETT O 14 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
Univers·ty Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Daniel: 

November 151 1977 

Tuesday, March 14, at 1:30, is fine. I think I 
would prefer the title HTHE COVENEMTAL COMMUNITY AND 
THE RIGHTEOUS OF ALL NI\T!ONS.• 1 

Brief bio: 
Rabbi of Temple Ohabei Shalom, Brookline, Massachusetts 
Past President of the Synagogue Council of America 
Taught on the faculty of the Hebrew Union College, 

School of Education, and in the Department of 
Theology of Fordham Univer ity, member of the 
Harvard University Board of Ministry. 

Currently Chairman of the CCAR Comnittee for Justice 
and Peace. 

Publications: 
"JUDAISM AND ETHICS," Chapter entitled "ls There a 

Con111on Judaeo-Christian Ethical Tradition?" 

"BUT NOT TO LOSE," Chapter entitled "Judaism and 
the Experience of Death." 

"RABBINICAL COUNSELING," Chapter on "Counseling the 
Aged and their Families." 

Fond regards. 

M. Blank 

IMB/fd 
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RABBI DAVID ELLE ON 
THE COMMUNITY Y AGOG ~ 

150 Middle Neck Road 

Port Washington, N w York 11050 

Temple: (516) 883-3144 

November 16, 1977 

Rabbi Daniel J . Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

Thank you for your recent letter in which you confirm 
March 14, 1978, at 10 : 00 a .m., as the time I will 
speak at the CCAR Task Force on Jewish Identity Con
ference at the N. Y. School of the HUC-JIR. I have 
begun preparing my paper and, if it meets with your 
approval, I have entitled it, "The New Ethnicity, 
Religious Revival, and Jewish Identity: The 'Judaisms' 
of our Newest Members." 

Enclosed you will find my biographical sketch . Use 
what you wish for my bio in the program. 

I look forward to meeting you and wish you a Happy 
Chanukah . With all best wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

(jj~ 
Rabbi David Ellenson 

DE:fj 
enc. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

Name: David Ellenson 

Birthplace and Date: Brookline, Massachusetts, 
November 21, 1947. 

Marital Status: Married Lynn Andrew on August 3, 196 9. 

Children: One daughter , Ruth, born in Jerusalem, 
Israel, on December 19, 1972. Expecting 
a second child in December. 

Teaching Experience: Instructor, Hebrew Union College-Jewish 
Institute of Religion, 1975-present. 

Education: A.B., The College of William and Mary, 
1969, History. 

Publications: 

Job: 

M.A., University of Virginia, 1972, 
Religious Studies. 
M.A. in Hebrew Letters, HUC-JIR, 1976. 
M. Phil., Columbia University, 1977. 
Currently working on doctoral disserta
tion at Columbia. 

''Ellis Rivkin and the Problems of 
Pharisaic History,u in the Journal of 
the American Academy of Religion 
(December, 1975). 

"Emil Fackenheim and the Revealed Moral
ity of Judaism," in Judaism (Fall, 1976). 

"Modern Orthodoxy and the Problem of 
Religious Pluralism: The Case of Rabbi 
Esriel Hildesheimer, " scheduled for 
publication in Tradition. 

I currently serve as a rabbi in The 
Community Synagogue, Port Washington, 
New York. 




