
Daniel Jeremy Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

Western Reserve Historical Society      American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722 (513) 487-3000
wrhs.org AmericanJewishArchives.org

MS-4850: Daniel Jeremy Silver Papers, 1972-1993. 
Series II: Subject Files, 1956-1993, undated. 

Reel   Box        Folder  
          17    6         206 

Cleveland State University, Adjunct Professor of Religion, 
"Modern Jewish Religious Thought," correspondence, syllabus, 

examination questions, and notes, 1976, 1978-1979. 



Dr. Fred Ffolck 
Departm nt of ReHgion 
Cleve land State University 
East 21th aru:1 Euclid Avenue 
Cleveland, Ohio 44115 

Dear Fred: 

July 20, l976 

f!ere is my syllabus !or the Fall. Vfould you see that enough 
copies of the Sacher, Blau and Elon books are ordered. I 
woa.ld appreciate if there wo\lld be at least five copies of my 
A Hiatory of Judaism available on library reserve. 

DJS:n .. ) 

EJ1cl. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 
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C 1 e v t: land State University Fall Cua rte:r 1976 

' 
Religion 342 

Required Text,~ 

MODER.tl JUDAISM • D~niel Je'temy Silver 
831-323 3 

Sacher, Howard M. 1-:~e C._2u!se_EL~~zrn, ~"Jt'.i ... ~His~ .. CJ..!..Y .. (P. B.) New Y()rk, 
Dell, 1973 

B tau, Joseph L. 
Presa, 1966 

Modern Varieties of judaiam (P, B.) New York: Columbia u _ _____ ... .... - .... 

.. 

Elon, Amoe The Israelis. :f"ounders and Sons (P. B .. ) Holt, Rinehci:rt and Winston, 1971 
~ ■ ....... t,tr'! ...,.._ .._._.~ 

Copiea,or D. J., su._•er and Berna -rd Martin~ Histo!Y_Ef' Judaism, Basic Buoks. 1"1t?w 

York, 1975, are available on library rese:r.ve. 

l Jewa and Judaism - The Jtoundatione 

II Political emancipation, the :revival and transformation. of anti-semitism 

and the r-esponse of European Jews 

Th~ Yee Sayere: A!!'eimilation 

Moses i-iendelsohn 

Judaism as congregation-religious reform 

The New O .rthodoxy~ 1nusar, S. R. Hirs;ch . --- _. ...... ,.... 

The No Savers: Hasidism 
# · 

Ea.stern European Orthc.)doxy 

Jewish NationaHsm 

III The American Je·.vish Experierace 

Immigration P:atterns 

The Melting Pot and Beyond 

Rellgiouti l-.,atterv.1 

. . 



• I ' The l-!olocau st 

The l-I i st.ory of Anti-Serni. i. &m 

Stalin and Hi.tier 

The Jewish Re~ponse 

V Zionism and the Reality of !sr; el 

The Zionist Idea 

Zion, Tbe Jewish State. ls1·ael 

Since 1948 

VI Judaism In An Age of Anxiety 

i. "To Hitler 110 victory" - The challenge of survival 

2. 'The awect sa\lor of nostalgia - stJewish Sou!" 

3. The synagogue and its critics 

4. The new learning 

S. Voices that are heard 
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... sp~ . .A.'fred, Ed. !_t:..:.~Gl~.~r:d_Cont~_r, £._O :ra_!1·_!:x1:er ie1 ~ - (P. B.) 1'T~\,,. Yor : 

S~ho (:k~n 1 19 7 0. 

Nov ~ck_ S imon 1::~d. , Co~:~c>l_:1i?_r!-!.Y...:.Te_~~ _,:_..,.~.~~~~!..:~-F:~d e_!. (P . B. ) r ;e-w ·yo k : 

B ~nai B ' · th ! 1963 

G1ayzel, Solen-ion, ~-tiis_!~ y _ _t?f the C ~~:!!!..Eq!~~n-~e_w.!_, (P~ B.) 'New Yor.~= 

Mer.idia.rl 1960. 

l-'ea·L"si, Rufur., The Jew in Arnerica; A ri isto!'v , Ne'\11t York: World; .1954. 
___ ....,..._._._...._,.._, •-~•--•--____....._ l ,;,,, 

Vf oul. Herma.n, _fh_is !.aJ~y_Qod..! {P. B. ). l'l ~w York : Doubleday, !.96.l 

Hert11 rg, \Vill, Judaism and Mode1·n Man, t P .. B.} I'<lew York, Mer'idian l95l 
-...------..~ __......._..__....,..v.........,....•• ••••--...,_,~..., 

Sklar~, Marshall, Cons,prvati\' e Judai.sm , I\ew or ~ Sc hock-en 1972. 
_. ~...........____.. r _,._,ca-.>--~ ~ 

Plaut.. G nther, The P_i,:;e of ~~,!_~da!!:m·, l'l ew York: Worl~ U:-l ion for Pr•.l1: re .. si ve 

Juda ·.,-rn, 1963 

Hillb,~rg. Raoul, The ~es!_~uction ot:.t~~l'f.'!!2..Eean Jews .. , (P. B,,) Chicago, 

Quad ~angle 1961 

Bub£~, Martin, Israel and Palestine, London, East and West Library 1952 
------•-,..,,,, , • F ...,.____,..... - • S 1 

• 

i 

L. 

Halp?:rin, Ben, The Ic!ea o.r a Jewieh.~ta,:, 2nd ed., Cambridge, Har.rard Univ. Press 

. 
Davi,:; owicz, Lu<:y S .. , :!'~e. Golden Tr~di.ti_2n, Jewish Li!!._ and T~_ought ~J.!..~:.!..!..t.!.!!' 

Euro . e, (P. B.} Boston, B~acon, 1967 • 
... -- ....... 

Silver, Abba Hillel, Where Judaism Differed {P. B.) New York, Macmi.llan 1956 
--~-.......... ...........- .... ,__, 

Mahle .:-, Raphael, A Histor~ Mod~~{~wry: 178(!-!_!!l.?..: New York, Schocken l97t 

.,feyer, Michael A., Th~ Ori(!in of the Modem Jew, Detroit, Wayne Univ. Pres, 1967 
....... ~ .. ----------______.....,_.__,_..,..,._...,..___,..... 

, 
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Elon, Ji.mos, The Israelis: Founders and Son6, New 'York, Helt Reir-Jia.rt & Wir1aton 19' -------------
Miller, Alan W. ~ _9od o.! D~~iel§.,:..;_jl) Se~reh of t_!l~ .. _bmeri~~, New York~ 
MacM H !an, 19 69 

Fried~a.nder, Albert H., Out of the Whirlwind, A Reader of Holocaust Literat•.1rc, -.......--.. ..,_----~ __ ..........,~, - -.....-..: . ..... ~ 

New iork, Union of Arnerican Hebrew Congregation~, 1968. 

Gla~er, Nahum, ~merican ~ud_~is~ Chicago, University of Chicago Press, 1962 

DaviHJ Moehe, !!1: Emergence f:>! .... 9£~~!.~X:.~:.~~tb,"e. Ju'!ais£!.! Philadelphia, Je~.1,i1h Pub
lication Society, 1963 

ZboJ :)wski, ~t. ,. and HerzogJ E. , _Lif~_la~.~ith ~eo.EJ.~._Tt~e_I!~vi~h .~~tte-Town .o! 
~.'.!:rri Eur~.e_~, lnternatiq~l)ai UnivcrsH:ies·:Press, New York 1952 

TalT:age, F. E. , Dis1n1.~ati!)~_an! DJ.~logg!:,, readings in, Jewi~h-ChrL,tian encounter a 

KT . .\ 1r, New York, 1975. 
• 

Ny( 
I 

( Cf. 7.( 

J 

.. ..... 

.. , . _ -- ... _ ... ----- --- . --.. ----.,-



Exa~ in a tion 

Ans wer at l east four of the following: 

Reli g i o n 342 
J1 o de rn Ju~ ni s rn 
r. Daniel J. ~ilver 

1. Medieval man lived in a world which constantly reinforced his f a ith. 
Modern man lives in a ·world which suggests values and te a ches a curriculum 
which throws suspicion on s c ri c or a ll tra di t ion a l rel ieious a s c- u'. 1p tions. 
How have the major Wes t ern T(~ ligi o ns ad. j us t t=: d to the ch a.1 l ences of mode rn 
t hou ght? 

~. 'fh t} I n te rna tional Cr itical Co mm~ n tary J)icti ona ry of t he Bible (a 
Pr o tes tent conn:ie n tary) does not c on tA.in ~n e ntry und.e r "l :::.nd. ," "h oly lr1nd," 
or '' promi s ed l a.nd." Why not? Ex p l a in the ( Bibli ca l t heolo ~y, •~ ,:::~3ianism, 
Zionism) i rn : 1l i c a t io ns of l an d in the J e wish t radi :ion. 

3. 1ifuy are there t h ree groups within the Jewi s h religious community 
(Reform, Cons e rvative, Orthodox)? Tell something of their development, of 
the men whose philosophies inspired them and of their current attitudes 
and strengths. 

4. Define the promise of redemption as taught in Judaism. 

5. '11he 19 t h c e ntu r y h as b e en de s cribe d as th e age of o p timism and the 
20 th c e n t ur,y a s t he ag e of the t ragic. If thi s descri p ti o n is a ccura te, 
h o w d id s uch a tti tuJ es affe ct r eli g ious thought , both Chria ti an and Jewish? 

6. Bib li c a l Judaism e mph asized co mmunity. Itode r n life emph asizes the 
self. Why h 2,s the ch a n g e come about? 1·That transfo rm ations has this change 
brought about in Jewish life a nd t h ought? 

7. Compar e and contrast the con t emporary synagogue with the medieval 
syn agogue. 
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And if an ox gore a man or a 

woman, that they die I the ox shall 

be surely stoned, and its flesh shall 

not be eaten; but the owner of the ox 

shall be quit. But if the ox was 

wont to gore in time past, and 

warning hath been given to its owner, 

and he had not kept it in, but it had 

killed a man or a woman; the ox 

shall be stoned and its owner also 

shall be put to death. If there be 

laid on him a ransom, then he shall 

give for the redemption of his life 

whatsoever is laid upon him. Whether 

it have gored a son, or have gored 

a daughter I according to this judg -

ment shall it be done unto him. 

If the ox gore a bondman or a bond-

woman, he shall give unto their 

master thirty shekels of silver, 

and the ox shall be stoned. 

' ' ' t .-• I , 



I I -I -

( 





1 
fl 

' 



t> 7 

I 

I • 

) 

( -

-- ..JV L 

t tJ 
I t 

I 

() ' 



L l 

( ; 

I 

I • 

l) 

I t r 

,, (, 



• 

You :,,l llil' loi my op1uio11 011 tlac ,1ut.·stiou wlaid, al )Hl'~,t·ut 

;1git :1ks so greatly the 111i11ds of 111cn, c1n:mcipation; whether I con
s1<.lcr it fcasih1c and dcsirahlc, according lo the spirit of Judais1n, 
our duty to strive to attain it. [ ... ] 

\Vhcn Isr:1cl began its great wandering through the ages and 
nations, J crc1ni:1h proclaitnccl the following as its duty: 

''Build houses and dwell therein; plant gardens and cat the fruit 
thereof; take wiv_cs. unto yourselves, and bcgc~ sons and daughters, 
and take wives for your sons and give your daughters in marriage 
that they bear sons and daughters, and that you 1nultiply there and 
<lin1inish not. And seek the peace of the city whither I have exiled 
you, and pray for i~ ·_to_ the Lord, for in its pcace,.thcre will be unto 
you pcace0 (Jcrcn,foh 29:5·7). • •. · 

rro be pushed hack and li1nitcd upon the path of life is, therc-

;tnc, nnl an essential condition of the gdlut, Isracl,s exile state 
.1 111tmr; llil! uations, but, on the contra~t is our duty to join 
our~dn:s as closdy as possible to the stale which receives us ·into 
its 1nidst-, lu pro1notc its welfare and not to considcr,our well-being 
as in any way separate fro111 that of the state to which we belong. 

111is close connection with all states is in _nowise in ·contradic• 
tion to the spirit of Judaisn1, or t 1c onner· independent state life 

- of Israel was not even then the essence or purpose <:>f_pll:i; national 
existence; it was only a n1eans of fulfilling our s iritual i ion. 

Land alfd sen wc1c·ncvcrlsrncr-s bone . 1 10 ut on y t 1c 

con1111011 las - o t11c rl ·orah; therefore, it still forn1s a uni ·cd ocly, 
though separated fro111 a national soil; uor docs this unity lose its 

. reality, tT1ongh Israc accept everywhere the citizenship of the 
nations mu "' t which it is dispersed. 111is coherence of sympathy, 

1is >iritual u ion :vhich n1ay be designated by the I-Iebrcw tcrnlS 
111 and goy, bu 1ot b th " tion," unless we arc able 

to scpa rate fro1n c tenn the concept of con1n1on territory and 
political power, i • onl con1111u1ial hand we· possess, or ever 
expect to possess, until the grca cay s •~ en the Al• 
1nighty shall sec fit, in 1-Iis inscrutable wisdon1, to unite again His 

/ cattcrcd servants in one land, and t rah shall.-bo the guiding 
l rinci ,le of a , an cxc1nplar of the meaning o 1v1ne vela• 

tion an the n1ission of hun1anity. 
For this future, which is pron1iscd us in the glorious predictions 

of the inspired prophets, ,vho1n God raised up for our ancestors, 
we hope and pray; but actively to ~cccleratc its coming were sin, 
and is prohibited to us, while the entire purpose of the Messianic 
age is that WC n1ay, in prosperity, exhibit to n1ankind a better 
cxa1nplc of "Israel" than dici' our ancestors the first time, while, 
hand in hand wi 1 . • • ~d in universal 
brotherhood throu 0 h the rcco nition of God, the All-One. 

ccause o t 11s pure y sp1ntual nature of the national character 
of Israel it is capable of the most intimate union with states, with, 
perhaps, this difference, that while otbers seek in the state only 
the material benefits which it secures, considering possession and 
enjoyn1cnt as the l1ighest good, Israe~ can o~ly regard it as a means 
of fulfilling the mission of humanity. •• . 
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IN Tlll': l'l-'.l~Sl'l·'.CTl\'Jo: 01" 1-:~lANCWATION 37 
Sm 11111011 l1p, I pr.iy you, the picl urc of such an Isr;ic], dwelling 

in frcl.·dn111 in the 1nidst of the nations, aw.I ~lriving lo attain unto 
its idc;1l, t'H.'IY :-.on of lsra ·I : • ·s • • • • • 1tl11c11I ial r .. ~c111 liar 
pril'sl ,)f nghkousncss and lon.\ dissc111i11al i11g :1111ong the' 1qlions 
l}(l . ~ , ; 1snl, o . 1 1s in en 1c ·c • hut pnrc hu• 
inanity. \Vhat a n1ighty iinpu s • progress, w ~ a huninary and 
~talf in the gloo1ny days of the :tvlickllc Ages had not Israc~~s ~in 
and the insanity of the nations rendered such a galut in11>p~si_blcl 
Ilow in1prcssi\'c, how suhli1nc it would have been, if, in the n1idst 
of a rac~ that adored only power, possessions, and cnjoy1nent, and 
that was oft blinded by superstitious i1n:1ginings, there had lived 
quietly and publicly lnnnan beings of a diilcrcnt sort, who beheld 
in 1natcrial possessions only the 111cans of practicing justice and 
Joye to\\'ards all; whose n1inds, pervaded with the wisdom and 
truth of the law, n1aintaincd simple, straightforward views, and 
emphasized thc111 for thc1nsclvcs and others in cxprcssi\lC, vivid 
dccd-spuho1s. ' 

llut it would sccn1 as though Israel was to he fitted through the 
endurance of harsh and cruel exile for the proper appreciation and 
utilization of its n1il<ler and gentler forn1. . .... ,. 

\Vhcn galut will be con1prehcnded and accepted as it should 
be, when in suffering, the service of God and 1-Iis Torah will be 
understood as the only task of life, when even in misery God will 
be served, and external abundance esteemed only as a means of 

· this service, then, perhaps, Israel will be ready for the greater 
te111ptations of prosperity and happiness in dispersion. 

Just as it is our duty to endeavor to obtain those material pos
sessions which arc the fundamental condition of life, so also is it 
the duty of every one to take advantage of every alleviation and 
in1provcment of his condition open to l1im in a righteous ,vay; for, 
the 1norc means, the more opportunity is given to hin1 to fulfill his 
mission in its broadest sense; and no less than of the individual is 
it the duty of the community to obtain for all its members the 
opportunities and privileges of citizenship and liber~. Do I con• 
sider it desirable? 

I bless emancipation, when I see bow the exc~s of o ression 
drove Israel away from human intercourse, ~~ven_ e cu 
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tion of the 1ni~cl, li1nitcd the free dcvc1o >1ncnt of the nobl • 'des 

of ch;ar,iclcf, and co111pclTco 1nanv nw1v1< uals l • sake 

of sclf-su > >0rt u >on >a 1s w 1i,h to be sure n1c11 filled wiU1 the 

true spant o J ud:1is111 \ ·Qu)d have shunned even ih the cxJn:iincst 

ncccssit y, hut the l"cu1ptatio11 to enter upon ·. wlfich tl_ic:y were too 

weak lo withstand. 
I bless cn1ancipation when I notice that uo spiritual principle, 

even such as arc horn of superstitious sclf-dcc;ept~ctn,. stands in its 

way, but only those passions degrading to hiunanify, lust for gain 

and narrow selfishness; I rejoice when I perceive that in this con

cession of c1nancipalion, regard for the inborn rights of n1en to 

live as cc1uals mnong equals, and the principle that w~ocvcr 

hears the seal of a child of God, unto who1n bclon s the earth, 

s 1a >c w1 m , ac ·now cc Sf< > a as ro 1cr, arc rec y ac-

·now cc gee wit 1out force or co1npulsion, but purely through the 

power of their inner truth and dc1nand, as a natural consequence, 

the sacrifice of the base passions, love of self and ·gain. I welcome 

this sacrifice, wherever it is offered, as the dawn of reviving hu-

1nanity in 1nankind, as a prcli1ninary step to the universal recogni

tion of God as the only Lord and Father, of all hu111an beings as 

the children of the AU-One, and conscqucntiy brethren, and of the 

earth as soil co1nn1on to all, and bestowed upon them by God to 

be administered in accordance with 1-Iis will. 
But for Isra~l I only bless it if at the same time there awakes in 

Israel tl,!:::fiiy; smrit)which, in~~pc~de~t of emancipation or non

en1ancipation, strives fill t - 1 o elevate and 

ennoble o~...,..s, to im 1 nt the spirit of Judaism in our souls, 

in order that it ma roduce a life in which that spirit shall be 

reflected and realized. 
I oless it, if Israel does not regard emapsiaation as the goal of 

its task, but only as a J!~ cgpdjtjgp gfTts wjlijjOn, and as a new 

trial, much severer than t 7e trial of oppression; but I should grieve 

if Israel understood itself so little, and had so little comprehension 

of its own spirit that it would welcome emancipation as the end 

of the galut, and the highest goal of its historic mission. If Israel 

regards this glorious concession merely as a means of securing a 

greater degree of comfort in life,. and greater opportunities for the 
.~ . . 

ac<ptisit ion of wealth and ~1~j<>y1uen.ts, it would show that Israel • 

had llllt ro1nprchendcd the si>arit of its own Law, nor learnt aught 
fro111 l he ;,;,,Tut. But sorro\\•·fully, indcc<J, would I n1ourn, if Israel 

should so far forget itself as to dcc1n c1n:1~1ti1,ation-frccdo1n fron1 

i111jnst oppression and greater opportunity for possession" and 

pleasure-as not too dearly purchased through capricious ctirtail

n1cnt of the rrornh, ca >ricious abanclon1 l ' gu I 1nttUtc. We 
1nus >ccon1c cws, cws in the true sense of the word, p~r•nitting 

the spirit of the Law to pervade our entire bein , acic >hng U a~ 
ll l\ 0 I )lf C uca ; lCn Wl lC spin of 

Judaism gladly we con1e emancipation as affording a greater chance 

for the ful6Jln1cnt of its task, the realization of an ideal life. 
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Religion 331 Case Western Reserve University Spring 1978 
Tues. -Thurs., 9:30-10:45 a. m. Daniel Jeremy Silver 

831-3233 Modern Jewish Religious Thought 

The course will be conducted as a seminar with class reports on major 

thinkers. The class is expected to read Martin, Bernard, A History of Juda ism, vol. 2 

(P. B.) Basic, 1974, for general background. Martin contains an excellent annotated 

bibliography. The required texts are all readers/readings which will be used for as-

s ignment purposes. 

Required Texts: 

Un its: 

Dawidowicz, Lucy Z., ed, The Golden TraditiQ!!_ (P, B,) Boston, Beacon 1967 

Martin, Bernard, ed. Great Twentieth Century Jewish Phjlosoe_hers (P. B.) 
New York, Macmillan 1970. 

Hertzberg, Arthur, ed. The Zionist Ide_!,_(P. B.) New York, Athaneum 1971. 

Kaplan, Mordecai, Judaism as a - Civilizatio~(P. B.) New York, Reconstruc
t ion is t Pres s 19 5 7. 

Friedlander, A., ed., Out of the Whirlwind, A Reader of Holocaust 
Literature, New York, UAHC, 1968. 

A - The history of the Jews in the twentieth century. 

B - Eastern Europe: Until the end - Dawidowicz 

C - European thought until the rise of the Nazis 
(Franz Rosenzweig - Martin Buber) 
Martin 

D - Zion ism after Herzl 
(Ahad ha-am, Borochov, A. D. Gordon, Rav Kook, Weizmann, A, H. Silver, 
Ben Gurion) 
Hertzberg 

E - American thinking before the 50 's 
Kaplan 
Suggested Reading: Neusner, Jacob, Und~rstanding American Jud~ism, vol. 2, 
(P. B.) KTA V 1975 

F - The Holocaust 
(Fackenheim, Maybaum, Weisel) 
Friedlander 



G - The Living Issues and Recent Thought 
(Heschel, Hertzberg, Fackenheim, Soloveitchik) 

Xeroxed materials based on: 
Heschel, A. J. , ,9od in Sear~h of M~, Philadelphia JPS, 1955 

Herberg, Will, Judaism and Modern Man, Philadelphia, JPS 1951 

Fackenheim, E. L., Encounters Between Judaism and Modern Philos.Q.Eh,y, 
Basic, 1973 

Soloveitchik, Joseph, "The Lonely Man of Faith" 

• 
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C .. ,tr -rs1 ty ~ pring Qu· ..... t.er 979 

Re . • 342 naniel Jez·emy Silver l. n ... 
831-3233 

ODEM • Jr.Ji) I 

Requi~ttd Texts: -I <' ... 

Copies of D.J. Silver ~,d ~:r.-na.rd Martir1, A Ris~ory ~; __ Jp~ai~m, 
Ba.aic Books, New York, 1975, ar .available on IIErary reserve. 

I. 

II. 

III. 

Jews · a.nd Judais:rn , .. _ • he Foundations 

Political eria.ncipation f the revival and transformation 
. of anti-semitism an, the response of the European Jews 

. . 

'rhe :i·•.a, sayer•: Aa Ul\ilation 
.. 
I • Mos• Mendelsohn 

• Judaism as congregation-religious 
reform 

The New Orthodoxy: musar, S,R .. Hixs ;h .......... 

Baaidism 

Ea tern Europeatf Orthodoxy 

Jciwiah Nationalism 

ioniam 

The American .J:-:twish Experience 

Immigrati<H1 'Patterns 

The Mel tiiif Pot and Beyond 

Religious p;3.tterns 



, 

IV The Holocauat 

Tbe Hl tory of Antt•-Semltiern 

Stalln and Hltler 

T~• Jewl■h Q.eapon e 

V Zlonlam. and the Rea lty of Iarae 

The Zlonlat Idea 

Zlo11, The J·ewiab State, I . r el 

Slnce 1948 

VI Judal m In An· Ag ot· Aaiiety 

l. "To Hltler no vc.ctory" - ~be challenge of survival 

2. The aweet aavor of nosta.lgi •· "J ~ .. • ah Soul" 

3. The · avuagogue and it critics .. 

4. The n lea1~i.~1 • 

5. Volceo that are heard 
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Exan1 ina tion 

Cleveland State University 

Answer at least four of the following: 

Religion 342 
Modern Judaism 
Dr. Daniel J. Silver 

1. Medieval man lived in a world which constantly reinforced his faith. 

Modern man lives in a world which suggests values and teaches a curriculum 

which throws suspicion on some or all traditional religious assumptions. How 

have the major Western religions adjusted to the challenges of modern thought? 

2. The International Critical Commentary Dictionary of the Bible {a Prot

estant commentary) does not contain an entry under "land," ''holy land" or 

"promised land. 11 Why not? Explain the (Biblical theology, messianism, 

Zionism) implications of land in the Jewish tradition. 

3. Why are there three groups within the Jewish religious community 

( Reform, Conservative, Orthodox)? Tell something of their development, of 

the men whose philosophies inspired them and of their current attitudes and 

strengths. 

4. Define the promtse of redemption as taught Ln Judaism. 

5. The 19th century has been described as the age of optimism and the 

20th century as the age of the tragic. If this description is accurate, how 

did such attitudes affect religious thought, both Christian and Jewish? 

If it is true, please sign a statement at the bottom of your paper to the effect that 

you have completed all the readings assigned. 



Final Exam Cleveland State University 
Religion 342 - Modern Judaism 

Please answer three of the following five questions. You may use any books 

or notes that you wish, but please write your answers legibly and thoughtfully 

and put your names on your papers. 

1. Take a day of a month of a year between 1934 and 1936 and describe 

Jewish life in Cleveland, in Berlin, in Leningrad and in Haifa on that day. 

2. The 19th century has been described as the age of optimism and 

the 20th century as the age of the tragic. If this description is accurate, how 

did such attitudes affect religious thought, both Christian, and Jewish? 

' 
3. Zionism has been described as the movement of national liberation 

of the Jewish people. Would you agree? 

4. Mordecai Kaplan prefers to describe Judaism as a civilization 

rather than as a confession or a congregational community. Does his argument 
\ 

make sense? Could the same argument be made of contemporary Christian life? 

5. Why are the oldest congregations in Cleveland reform? What do 

you understand are the significant differences between reform, conservative 

and orthodox? 
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you have completed all the readings assigned. 
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Examination 

I Answer at least tJ•o \>f the following: 

Rel. 342 
Modern Judaism 
Dr. Daniel J. Silver 

1: Medieval man lived in a world which constantly reinforced his faith. 

Modern man lives in a world which suggests values and teaches a curriculum 

which throws suspicion on some or all traditional religious assumptions. 

How have the major Western religions adjusted to the challenges of 

modern thought? 

2. The International Critical Commentary Dictionary of the Bible (a 

Protestant commentary) does not contain an entry under "land, " "holy 
land" or "promised land. " Why not?. Explain the (Biblical theology, 
messianism, Zionism) implications of land in the Jewish tradition. 

3. It has been said that Jews today represent a community of fate rather 

than a community of faith. To what extent would you agree and why? 

{lJ Why are there three groups within the Jewish religious community 

(Reform, Conservative, Orthodox)? Tell something of their development, 

of the men whose philosophies inspired them and of their current attitudes 

and strengths. 

Define the promise of redemption as taught in Judaism. 

II If it is true please sign a statement at the bottom of your paper to the 
effect that you have completed all the readings assigned. 




