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2, Pitsburgh 33

based upon the Law and Tradition, has actually and irrevocably lost its hold
upon the modern Jew. Whether they have justificatory reasons for doing so
or not, the overwhelming majority of Jews within the domain of modern cul-
ture disregard altogether the Mosaic-Rabbinical laws concerning diet or dress,
concerning work or the kindling of light on Sabbath, or any other ancient rite,
A Deca Judaism will not do, for it is either too vague or too narrow; in
fact, both. Too vague, for it fails to include some of the most genuine and most
important Jewish laws. ﬂmsumu;if also stands upon the Decalogue, and, as
far as the same presents the laws of morality and humanity, it is the universal
religious truth, implied in pre-lsraclitic history, On the other hand, it is wo
narrow, for as an authentic record of Divine Revelation it is like the entire
Bible too much subject to critical inquiry to form a firm and lasting basis for
our entire religious system. For have we not a double version of the Deca-
logue? Or do the various historical and moral reasons given for its command-
ments to-day offer the highest standard of morality? Judaism is a historical
owth, and we must find the focus for all its emanations and manifestations,
Ee common feature in all its diverse expressions and forms, We must accentuate
and define what is essential and vital amidst its ever changing forms and
ever fluctuating conditions. We must declare before the world what Judaism
is and what Reform Judaism means and aims at, i

THE PITTSBURGH PLATFORM

In view of the wide divergence of opinion and of the conflicting ideas prevailing
in Judaism today, we, as representatives of Reform Judaism in America, in
continuation of the work begun at Philadelphia in 1869, unite upon the fol-
lowing principles:—

First—We recognize in every religion an attempt to grasp the Infinite One, and
in every mode, source or book of revelation held sacred in any religious sys-
t:mth::;:uhmnmnf:he mdn?redlﬁn nft"d.i’-:s in man. We hdﬁ;ih“ Judaism

esents the highest conception g‘l:udnl as taught in our holy Scriptures
ﬁd developed and spiritualized by the Jewish teachers in accordance with the
moral and philosophical of their respective ages, We maintain that
Judaism preserved and demnmld continual struggles and trials and under
enforced isolation this God-idea as the central religious truth for the human
race,

Second—We recognize in the Bible the record of the consecration of the Jewish
people to its mission as priest of the One God, and value it as the most potent
instrument of religious and moral instruction. We hold that the modern dis-
coverics of scientific rescarches in the domains of nature and history are not
antagonistic to the doctrines of Judaism, the Bible reflecting the primitive ideas
of its own age and at tmes clothing its conception of divine providence and
justice dealing with man in miraculous narratives.
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Third—We recognize in the Mosaic legislation a system of training the Jewish
people for its mission dunnﬂw‘ s national life in Palestine, and to-day we accept
as binding only the moral and maintain only such ceremonies as clevate
mdumﬁynwhmbuuqmnllm:humnntndaptﬂdtntht:H:WLand
habits of modern civilization.

Fourth—We hold that all such Mosaic and Rabbinical laws as regulate dier,
priestly purity and dress originated in ages and ‘under the influence of ideas
foreign to our present mental and spiritual state. They fail w im-
press the modern Jew with a tgan: of priestly holiness; their observance in our
days is apt rather to obstruct than to further modern spiritual elevation.

Fifth—We recognize in the modern era of universal culture of heart and intel-
lect the approach of the realization of Isracl's great Messianic hope for the
establishment of the kingdom of truth, justice and peace among all men. We
consider ourselves no a nation but a religious c-nmmumtr, and thercfore
expect neither a return to Palestine, nor a sacri under the adminis-
mmunuhh:mmufhnmn,nur:htrﬂmnunndmr the laws concerning
the Jewish state.

Sixth—We recognize in Judaism a progressive religion, ever striving to be in
accord with the postulates of reason. We are convinced of the utmost neces-
sity of ing the historical identity with our great past. Christianity and
Islam m-vdaughm-uhgmm of Judaism, we appreciate their mission to
aid in the spreading of monotheistic and moral truth. We acknowledge that
the spirit of broad humanity of our age is our ally in the fulfillment of our
mission, and therefore we extend the hand of ftlil:rwl::.:ﬁ to all who co-operate
with us in the establishment of the reign of truth righteousneéss among
men.

Seventh—We reassert the doctrine of Judaism, that the soul of men is immortal,
ounding this belief on the divine nature of the human spirit, which forever
nds bim in righteousness and mhugoﬂdwmkdnm. We reject as ideas not

rooted in Judaism the belief both in resurrection and in Gehenna and

Eden mdpnraﬂin},unhndnfumhﬁug punishment or reward.

Enghth—‘lnfu]]acmrdm with the spirit of Mosaic legislation which strives

the relation between rich and poor, we deem it our duty to partici-
patemrhegrmml:nfnmdunﬂmu,tnmhmmthchmnfjmuu
righteousness the problems presented by the contrasts and evils of the present’
organization of society.

and

g ¢

DISCUSSION AT PITTSBURGH ;
J

After the reading of the Platform, the President, Dr. Wise, said: “Gentlemen, ./
whumrnugmngmdnmththuﬂﬂuuhnnuﬁhdq:mdmu?'
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hased upon the Law and Tradition, has actually and irrevocably lost its hold
upon the modern Iﬂ'l". Whether l.l‘;:g' have juﬂiﬁl:ntmr reasons for dﬂiﬂg a0
or not, the overwhelming majority of Jews within the domain of modern cul-
wre disregard altogether the Mosaic-Rabbinical laws concerning diet or dress,
concerning work or the kindling of light on Sabbath, or any other ancient rite.

A Deca Judaism will not do, for it is cither too vague or too narrow; in
fact, both. Too vague, for it fails to include some of the most genuine and most
important Jewish laws. Christianity also stands upon the Decalogue, and, as
far as the same presents the laws of morality and humanity, it is the universal
religious truth, implied in pre-lsraclitic history, On the other hand, it is too
aarrow, for as an authentic record of Divine Revelation it is like the entire
lible oo much subject to critical inquiry to form a firm and lasting basis for
our entire religious system. For have we not a double version of the
logue? Or do the various historical and moral reasons given for its command-
ments to-day offer the highest standard of morality? Judaism is a histori
growth, and we must Aind the focus for all its emanations and manifestaticns, ]
the common feature in all its diverse expressions and forms, We must accentfate
and define what is cssential and vital amidst its ever ch:nﬁmg forms and
ever fluctuating conditions. We must declare before the world what Judaism
1s and what Reform Judaism means and aims at.

THE PITTSBURGH PLATFORM

In view of the wide divergence of opinion and of the conflicting ideas prevailing
in Judaism today, we, as representatives of Reform Judaism in America, in
continuation of the work begun at Philadelphia in 1869, unite upon the fol-

lawing principles:—

First—We recognize in every religion an attempt to grasp the Infinite One, and
i cvery mode, source or book of revelation hlfld :Ern:rad in any religious sys-
tem the consciousness of the indwelling of God in man. We hold that Judaism
presents the highest conception of the God-idea as taught in our holy Scriptures
and developed and spiritualized by the Jewish teachers in accordance with the

moral and philosophical of their respective ages. We maintain that
Judaism preserved and dgm amid continual struggles and trials and under
enturced isolation this God-idea as the central religious truth for the human
race.

Second—We recognize in the Bible the record of the consecration of the Jewish
recple to its mission as priest of the One God, and value it as the most potent
wstrument of religious and moral instruction. We hold that the madern dis-
cuverics of scientific researches in the domains of nature and history are not
antagonistic to the doctrines of Judaism, the Bible reflecting the primitive ideas
of its own age and at times clothing its conception of divine providence and
justice dealing with man in miraculous narratives,
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Third—We recognize in the Mosaic legislation a system of training the Jewish
people for its mission during its national life in Palestine, and w-day we accept
as binding only the moral laws and maintain only such ceremonics as clevate
and sanctify our lives, but reject all such as are not adapted to the views and
habits of modern civilization.

Fourth—We hold that all such Mosaic and Rabbinical laws as regulate dict,
priestly purity and dress originated in ages and under the influcnce of idcas
altogether forcign to our present mental and spintual state. They fail to im-
press the modern Jew mth a spirit of pricstly holincss; their observance in our
days is apt rather to obstruct to further modern spiritual elevation.

Fifth—We recognize in the modern era of universal culture of heart and intel-
lect the approach of the realization of Isracl's great Messianic hope for the
establishment of the kingdom of wruth, justice and peace among all men. We
consider ourselves no longer a nation but a religious community, and therefore
expect neither a return to Palestine, nor a sacrificial worship under the adminis-
tration of the sons of Aaron, nor the restoration of any of the laws concerning
the Jewish state.

Sixth—We recognize in Judaism a progressive religion, ever striving to be in
accord with the postulates of reason. We are convinced of the utmost neces-

sity of the historical I.dt.nl'.l.'l.' with our great past. Christianity and
Izmg daughter-religions of ] we appreciate their mission to

md.mthl: ing of monotheistic and moral truth. We acknowledge that
the spirit of broad humanity of our age is our ally in the fulfillment of our
mission, and therefore we extend the hand of fellowship to all who co-operate
mmmhmhhm&th:mpufmthnudngmm

Seventh—We reassert the doctrine of Judaism, that the soul of men is immortal,
mnﬂmg this belief on the divine nature of the human spirit, which forever

and in wickedness. We reject as ideas not
rooted in Judaism the belief both in bodily resurrection and in Gehenna and

Eden (hell and paradise), as abodes for everlasting punishment or reward

Eighth—In full accordance with the spirit of Mosaic legislation which strives
WTH&MM@M&PW,HMHW&HWMW

the task of modern times, to solve on the basis of justice and
_ﬂghlmmnmﬁ:pmhl:m:prmmndhyth:ummmdﬂﬂ:nfdrm
organization of society.

DISCUSSION AT PITTSBURCH

After the reading of the Platform, the President, Dr. Wise, said: "G:n.t]mmm
wh:mymmmdnmthth:ﬂ::hn&wuuihdcpmﬂmw?' =

—

.

e e e iy Rim————— e e ——— e —— 5 =





