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, . h,~ ",1~. and their l:hildren are burned at the stake. Detail from third panel. 

cw11i11K tht' Jew.'i and their lie.f. Title 
nu,t \ irulcnt of Martin Luther's anti­
hlct-.. \\-1\tenhurl?, 1543 . 

AN EXCERPT FROM LUfflER'S PAMPHLET 

.. . Let me give you my honest advice. 
First, their synagogues or churches should be set on lire. and whatever does nol bum up 

should be covered or spread over with dirt so that no one may ever be able lo see a cinder or 
stone of it. And this ought to be done for the honor of God and of Christianity in order that 
God may see that we arc Christians. and that we have not wittingly tolerated or approved of 
such public lyins. cursing. and blaspheming of His Son and His Christians . . . 'II Secondly, 
their homes should likewise be broken down and destroyed. For they perpetrate lhc same 
things there that they do in their synagogues. For this reason they ought to be put under one 
roof or in a stable. like gypsies. in order that they may realit.e thal they are not masters in our 
land. as they boast. but miserable captives. a~ they complain of us incessantly before God 
with bitter wailing. 'II Thirdly. they should be deprived of their prayerbooks and Talmuds in 
which such idolatry. lies, cursing. and blasphemy are taught. 'II Fourthly. their rabbis must 
be forbidden under threat of death to leach any more .. . ,t Finhly, passport alld travelin1 
privileges should be absolutely forbidden to the Jews. For they have no business in the rural 
districts since they are not nobles. nor officials. nor merchants, nor the like. Let them stay at 
home. 1 Sixthly, they ou1h1 10 be slopped from usury. All their cash and valuables of silver 
and 101d ought lo be taken from them and put aside for safekeeping. FOJ this reason. as said 
before, everythin1 that they possess they 5lole and robbed from us through their usury, for 
they have no other means of support. This money should be used in lhc cue (and in no other) 
where a Jew has honestly become a Christian, so that he may set for the time bein1 one or 
lwo or thrc:c hundred florins. a the person may require. !his, in order that he may start a 
busine s to support his poor wife and children and the old and feeble. Such evilly acquired 
money is cursed. unless. with God's blcssins. ii is put to some 1ood and necessary use . . . 
,i Scventhly. let the young and strong Jews and Jewesses be given the flail. lhe u, the hoc. 
the spade. the distaff. and spindle. and let them cam their bread by the sweat of their noses 
as is enjoined upon Adam's children. For it is not proper that they should want us cursed 
Goyyim to work in the sweal of our brow and that they, pious crew, idle away their days at 
lhe fireside in laziness. feasting. and display. And ,n addition to this. they boast impiously 
that they have become masters of the Christians at our expense. We ought lo drive the rascally 
lazy bones oul of our syslem. If. however, we arc afraid 1ha1 they might harm us personally, 
or our wives. children, servants. calllc, etc., when they serve us or work for us - since it is 
surely lo be presumed that such noble lords of the world and poisonou1 bitter worms are not 
accustomed to any work and would very unwillingly humble themlelva to such a dqree 
amona the cuned Goyyim- then let us apply the •me clevemet1 (apulsion) a, the other 
nations, sudl as France, Spain. Bohemia, etc., and 1eule with them ro, that which they ha¥C 
e•torted u1uriously from us, and aner havina divided it up fairly lee III drive them out of the 
country for an time. For, as has been uid, Ood's ,.. is 10 pal apintt them that they only 
become wone and wone throuah mild mercy, and not madt better throaah ICWft mercy. 
Theref'o,e away with them . .. 1 To ,um up, dear princ:a and noblca who hawe Jews in your 
domains. if this advice of mine does not suil you, theft find a better one ., that you and we 
may al be free of this insufferable dcvillah burden - the Jews. 
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