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2. Pittsburgh 33 

based upon the Law and Tradition, has actually and irrevocably lost its hold 
upon the modern Jew. Whether they have justificatory reasons for doing so 
or not, the overwhelming n1ajority of Jews within the domain of modern cul
ture disregard altogether the Mosaic-Rabbinical laws concerning diet or dress, 
concerning work or the kindling of light on Sabbath, or any other ancient rite. 

A Decalogue-Judaism will not do, for it is either too vague or too narrow; in 
fact, both. Too vague, for it fails to include SOJ:l}C of the most genuine and most 
important Jewish laws. Christianity also stands upon the Decalogue, and, as 
far as the same presents the laws of morality and humanity, it is the universal 
religious truth, implied in pre-Israelitic history. On the other hand, it is too 
narrow, for as an authentic record of Divine Revelation it is like the entire 
Dible too much subject to critical inquiry to form a · firm and lasting basis for 
our entire religious system. For have we not a double version of the Deca
logue? Or do the various historical and moral reasons given for its command
ments to-day offer the highest standard of morality? Judaism is a historical 
growth, and we must find the focus for all its emanations and manifestations, 
the common feature in all its diverse expressions and forms. We must accentuate 
and define what is essential and vital amidst its ever changing forms and 
ever fluctuating conditions. We must declare before the world what· Judaism . 
is and what Reform Judaism means and aims at. -· --~ -

THE PI'ITSBURGH PLATFORM 

In view of the wide divergence of opinion and of the conflicting ideas prevailing 
in Judaism today, we, as representatives of Reform Judaism in America, in 
continuation of the work begun at Philadelphia in 1869, unite upon the fol• 
lowing principles:-

' ' 

First-We .recognize in every religion an attempt to grasp the Infinite One, and 
in every mode, source or book of revelation held sacred in any religious sys
tem the consciousness of the indwelling of God in man. We hold that Judaism 
presents the highest conception of the God-idea as taught in our holy Scriptures 
and developed and spiritualized by the Jewish teachers in accordance with the 
moral and philosophical progress of their respective ages. We maintain that 
Judaism preserved and defended amid continual struggles and trials and under 
enforced isolation this God-idea as the central religious truth for the human 
race. 

Second-We recognize in the Bible the record of the consecration of the Jewish 
people to its mission as priest of the One God, and value it as the most potent 
instrument of religious and moral instruction. We hold that the modern dis-

. covcrics of scientific researches in the domnins of nature and history are not 
antagonistic to the doctrines of Judaism, the Bible re.fleeting the primitive ideas 
of it~ own age and at times ·clothing its conception of divine providence and 
justice dealing with man 'in mir~culous narratives. • 

__ -:-:,._ ... _ 
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34 Rabbinic Union in America 

Third-We recognize in the Mosaic legislation a system of training the Jewish 
people for its mission during its national life in Palestine, and to-day we accept 
as binding only the 1noral laws and maintain only such ceremonies as elevate 
and sanctify our lives, but reject all such as are not adapted to the views and 
habits of modern civilization. 

Fourth-We hold that all such Mosaic and Rabbinical laws as regulate diet, 
priestly purity and dress originated in ages and ·under the influence of ideas 
altogether foreign to our present mental and spiritual state. They fail • to im
press the modern Jew with a spirit of priestly holiness; their observance in our 
days is apt rather to obstruct than to further modern spiritual elevation. 

Fifth-We recognize in the modern era of universal culture of heart and intel
lect the approach of the realization of Israel's great Messianic hope for the 
establishment of the kingdom of truth, j usticc and peace among all men. We 
consider ourselves no longer a nation but a religious community, and therefore 
expect neither a return to Palestine, nor a sacrificial worship under the adminis
tration of the sons of Aaron, nor the restoration of any of the laws concerning 
the Jewish state. 

Sixth-We recognize in Judaism a progressive religion, ever striving to be in 
accord with the postulates of reason. We are convinced of the utmost neces
sity of preserving the historical identity with our great past. Christianity and 
Islam being daughter-religions of Judaism, we appreciate their mission to 
aid in the spreading of monotheistic and moral truth. We acknowledge that 
the spirit of broad humanity of our age is our ally in the fulfillment of our 
mission, and therefore we extend the hand of fellowship to all who co-operate 
with us in the establishment of the reign of truth and righteousness among 
men. 

Seventh-We reassert the doctrine of Judaism, that the soul of men is immortal, 
grounding this belief on the divine nature of the human spirit, which forever 
finds bliss in righteousness and misery in wickedness. We reject as ideas not 
rooted in Judaism the belief both in bodily resurrection and in Gehenna and 
Eden (hell and paradise), as abodes for everlasting punishment or reward. 

Eighth-In full accordance with the spirit of Mosaic legislation which strives 
to regulate the relation between rich and poor, we deem it our duty to partici
pate in the great task of modern times, to solve on the basis of justice and 
righteousness the problems presented by the contrasts and evils of the prescn~ 
organization of society. "'~ , 

DISCUSSION AT Pi1TSBURGH . r 
. I 

After the reading of the ~latform, the President, Dr. Wise, · said: "Gentlemen, , ' 
what arc you going to do with this Declaration of Independence?" 
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