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R,·1,gion '/11. The Prophetli Spring 197'1 
Daniel Jeremy Silver 

Required Reading: 

' 
The Biblical Period From Abraham to Ezra, W. F. Albright, Harper Torch Books, 1965 

The ~~!ev!.nce of_the Pro_P.hel_!, Revised ed. , R. B. Y. Scott, Macmillan 1968 

.,!b,e Religio~ of Israel, Yehezkel Kaufmann, Schocken 1974 

Text: The Holy Bible, Revised standard version, preferably the Oxford Annotated Ed. 

Projected Con rse Structure: 

l. The Image of a Prophet 
Jonah 

2. Behind the Image 
1) Prophecy in the Middle East 

2) Israelite Religion and Oracles, Balaam (Num. 22:2-24:25) 
Divination, -Possession, speaking with tongues 

3) The "Back to Beginning" Peopl e, Rechabites, Nazarite& 

4) ~The Neviim, Samuel (I Sam. 1-15) Nathan (2 Sam 7:11-lZJ 
Elijah, Micaiah, Elisha, (I Kings 17-22, 2 Kings 1-10) 

5) Mos~s as Prophet 
~ 

3. Deuteronomy as a prophetic book 

4. The literary prophets 

A) Eighth Century 

B) Seventh Century 

C) . Erilic 

x Amos 
x Hosea 

Micah 
x Isaiah 

Zephaniah 
Nahum 
Habbakuk 
x Jeremiah 

x Ezekiel 
x Deutero-Iaaiah 
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D) Restoration 

5. Prophecy becomes apocalypse 

6. The significance of the prophets 

Additional Readings: 

Haggai 
x Zechariah 

Malachai 
Joel 
Isaiah 56-66 

G. Mendenhall, Law and Covenant in Israel and the Ancient Near East (New York: -Biblical Colloquium, 19 55) 

W. Eichrodt, Theology of the Ol~esta~.!!!,, 6th ed. (Philadelphia: The Westminster 
Pres s , 19 6 7) 

A. Alt, Essays on Old Testament History an~ Relig_ion 

G. von Rad, _9ld Testament Th~ology (New York: Harper and Row, 1962) broadens the 
perspectives of biblical thought and is required reading for anyone really interested 
in biblical religion. 

The study of biblical theology is still in its infancy, since it is always easier to deal 
with linguistic analysis than cultural synthesis, but several studies can be mentioned: 

N. Snaith, Distinctive Ideas in the Old Testament (London: Epworth, 1947); 

H. H. Rowley, The Faith of Israel (London: SCM Press, 1957) 

W. A. Irwin, The Old Testa1!1ent: Ke~stone of Human Cult_?re (New York: H. Schuman, 
1952) 

G. E. Wright, The Old Testament ~ainst It_! _Background (New York: Harper & Row 1969) 

B. Albrektson, History: and_the Go?s (Lund: Gleerup, 1967,J r&Minee tbose who are 
mesR;:lerized by the Bible's uniqueness that 9:eitber th':e CCt+Jenant then1e Rer tbe concept 
of. a God who act& th titfitoryc;. ==ons;naJ to Israel 

Readable studies in biblical lawtara •••e. D. Daube, Studies in Biblical Laws . ._,;.~-----·----

(Cambridge: Cambridge University Pre!JS, 1947), _-M. Noth, _Jh~ Laws in the 
nta-ieuch and Other Studies (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1967) a re bee 11y ri~\•· 

• 
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..$eyeral .122011e91aplzs may-be ofjrfcicef use: 

S. E. Loewens.tamm, "Law, " in the previously cited vol. 3 of Worl.d History of the 
Jewi~h People 

A. Alt, "The Origins of Israelite Law" in his Essals, 1967 

W. Harrelson, "Law in the Old Testament, " in The InJ!l'erei~r's Bible, vol. 3, 1956 
p , n ~ G.C'4 ~ ,v r I\<.-r ~ Q'. -r ~ 

J. Lind~lo'm, Prophecy in_A_!l_c~nt Israel (Philadelphia: Muhlenberg Press, 1962), 
a translation of a 1934 work, remains a valid manual. 

M. Buber, The Pr2~~!_~c_E_aith (New York: The Macmillan Co. , 1949) and 

A. J. Heschel, The PrC?phets (New York: Harper and Row, 1962) 

J. P . Hyatt, Prophetic Religiol'!..(New York: Ab.ingdon Press, 1947) and 

H. H. Rowley, Men of God (London: Thomas Nelson and Sons, 1963) ~e we.:;lv-able 
studies by Prctsetpa.t aabolars. 

a .~-~ ho 
or : ehrman ouse, l 

. ~odman, 

~~viisl"!} is delineated in W. F. Albright,· Archa~ology_ ?-nd !~~l~gi~n o..!_~r~ (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Press, 1942) and in his "Samuel and the Beginnings of the 
Prophetic Movement" in Interpreting th,e Proe,1;.E:_tic Trad!,tioE- (Cincinnati: Hebrew 
Union College Press, 1969). Analyses of individual literary prophets can be found 
in any of the standard commentaries. 

A. 

A. 

ge al books prophe 
the pr -e ile pro 

• ho 

Anchor eries, J. Bright, Jeremiah. (Garden City: Doubleday and Co., 19 5), 

1951) 
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A thorough descriptive manual on the apocalyptic literature has been provided by D. 
S. Russell, The_¥eth2~~-!!.~-~!!!!.S~-2f.IewJ!!h Ap~~!ypti~ (Philadelphia: The West­
minster Press, 1964). J. Bloch's monograph "On the Apoca lyptic in Judaism," in 
.!~~-l.~!!i_sh Quarte~LRev~, 1952, is based on the author's experience as an editor 
of The Dropsie Apocrypha Series. H. H. Rowley, The Relevan_~of~b,~Apoc2 lypti~ 
(New York: Harper and Row, 1963) attempts to answer a probably unanswerable question. 
':k'he seeea~ eh.apte» of C SGlaelaR'lz, .~4•j!.!..J1~:.d.!.J.~.!ewis_!!_.IQ_Ey_snetsrn t?~ew :V:erk: 
Schocken Books .. 19.6.31 deals. .with ~_a_n~ls and apeea:lyµse "atnt;- hbf,~ffltly, 01Ut tead ·you 
to read th rough th is e~th(ind in&J.tu.sll ..... ..§s;pp.Jero '.a es sa.~ "l:QWa: ;ids&- a.a U»de...rst.a g,d ing of 
the IOCessianlC.:-(dea.. .(n Judai.sm_, " _in Tlu1. Messianic Idea in Jud .. ~sm (New ~rk: Schocken ----...-...... . __ _,_, __ ----- ... 
Books, 1971)- ~ae •~ a.1-h- ~de.tail,e text and b.is.torical_ refer~ce§ see J. Klausner, 
Th~Messia.nic We.a l-.a-Jttda-i-Mn- fro~ lt~Besin&~& t0-th:,.; -Co,9pletion o/. the Mishna!! 
(New York: The Macmillan Co, , 1955). J. H. Greenstone, .!he Messiah.-Idea i~ewish 
_!!istory (Philadelphia.: lewieb Puolication Society, 1948) offers a brief historical over­
view. 



Religion 470 - The Prophets 
Cleveland State University 

Reqoired Reading: 

Spring 1976 
Daniel Jeremy Silver 

The Biblical Period From Abraham to Ezra, W. F. Albright, Harper Torch Book• 1974 

The Relevance of the Prophets, Revised ed. , R. B. Y. Scott, MacMillan 1968 

The Religion of Israel, Yehezkel Kaufmann, Scbocken 1974 

Text: The Holy Bible, Revised atanda.rd version, preferably Oxford Annotated Ed. 

Projected Course Structure: 

. 
l. The Image of a Prophet 

Jonah 

2. Behind the Image 
l) Prophecy in the Middle East 

2) Israelite Religion and Oracles, Balaam (Num .. 22:2-24:25) 
Divination, Possession, speaking with tongues 

3) The "Back to Beginning" People, Rechabites, Nazarites 

4) The Neviim, Samuel (I Sam. 1-15) Nathan (2 Sam 7:11-12) 
Elijah, Micaiah, Elisha, (I Klnga 17-ZZ, Z Kings 1-10) 

5) Moses as Prophet 

3. Deuteronomy as a prophetic book 

4, The literary prophets 

A) Eighth Century 

B) Seventh Centu.ry 

C) Erlllc 

xAmos 
x Hosea 

Micah 
x Isaiah 

Zephaniah 
Nahum 
Habbakuk 
x Jeremiah 

x Ezekiel 
x Deutero-Iaalah 
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D) Restoration 

5. Prophecy becomes apocalypse 

I 
6. The significance of ti?-e prophets 

Additional Readings: 

Haggai 
x Zechariah 
Malachai 
Joel 
Isaiah 56-66 

l .. 

G. Mendenhall, Law and Covenant in Israel and the Ancient Near East (New York: 
Biblical Colloquium, 1955) 

W. Eichrodt, Theology of the Old Testament, 6th eo. (Philadelphia: The Westminster 
Press, 1967) 

A. Alt, Essays on Old Testament History and Religion 

G. von Rad, Old Testament Theology (New York: Harper &t Row, 1962) broadens the 
perspectives of biblical thought and is required reading for anyone really interested 
in biblical religion. 

The study of biblical theology is still in its infancy, since it is always easier to deal 
with linguistic analysis than cultural synthesis, but several studies can be mentioned: 

N. Snaith, Distinctive Ideas in the Old Testament (London: Epworth, 1947) 

H. H. Rowley, The Faith of Israel (London: SCM Press, 1957) 

W. A. Irwin, The Old Testament: Keystone of Human Culture (New York: H. Schuman, 
1952). 

I I 

, 

G. E. Wright, The Old TeBtament Against Its Background (New York: Harper 8r Row 1969) 

B. Albrektaon, History and the Gods (Lund: Gleerup, 1967) 

D. Daube, Studies in Biblical Laws (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1947) • 

M. Noth, The Laws in the Pentateuch and Other Studies (Philadelphia: Fortress 
Preas, 1967) 

S. E. Loewenatamm, "Law," in the previously cited vol. 3 of World History of the 
Jewish Peopl~. 
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A. Alt, "The Origins or Ieraelite La.wtt in hi• Ea Bays, 1967 

W. Harrelson, "Law in the Old Testament," ln The Interpreter's Bible, vol. 3, 19S6 

Directly on Prophecy: 

J. Lindblom, Prophecy in Ancient Israel (Philadelphia: Muhlenberg Press, 1962) a 
translation of a 1934 work, remains a valid man\lal. 

M. Buber. The Prophetic Faith (New York: The Macmillan Co., 1949) and 

A. J. Hescnel, The Prophets (New York: Harper and Row, 1962) 

J. P. Hyatt, Prophetic Religion (New York: Abingdon Press, 1947) and 

H. H. Rowley, Men of God (London: Thomas Nelson and Sons, 1963) 

Naviism is delineated in W. F. Albright, Archaeology and the Religion of Israel 
(Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Press, 1942) and in his "Samuel and the Beginnings of the 
Prophetic Movement" in Interpreting the Prophetic Tradition (Cincinnati: Hebrew 
Union College Press, 1969). Analyses of individual literary prophets can be found 
in any of the standard commentaries. 

A thorough descriptive manual on the apocalyptic literature has been provided by D. 
S. Russell, The Method and Message of Jewish Apocalyptic (Philadelphia: The 
Westminster Press, 1964). J. Bloch's rponograph "On the Apocalyptic in Judaism," 
in The Jewish Quarterly Review, 1952, is based on the author's experience as an 
editor of The Dropsie Apocrypha Series. H. H. Rowley, The Relevance of the 
Apocalyptic (New York: Harper and Row, 1963) attempts to answer a probably 
unanswerable question. ~ 
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FINAL EXAMINATION RELIGION 470 

1) Compare the religious ideas of Isaiah or Jeremiah with your own. How 

are they similar or different to your attitude about God, man, social change, 

messiance hope, ritual, heaven ... ? 

2) "The ultimate source of the prophetic saying is the state of ecstatic possession 
which enables the prophet to see pictures which lie beyond present reality and 
to perceive voices otherwise inaudible to the human ear, visions and words which 
reveal to him Yahweh I s nature and will. 11 (Eis sfeldt) 

Do you agree? Did "The state of ecstatic possession" immediately proceed 

a prophet's speech? How much conscious art went into the delivered speech. 

Give examples. 

3) Kaufmann makes a great deal of the fact that the literary prophets are rarely 

mentioned in the historical books and that Joshua - Kings show "no awareness 

of their ideas regarding the history of ls rael, the relation of morality to cult 

and eschl.tology". Do you agree with what he concludes from this fact, namely 

that "literary prophecy cannot, then, be considered the fountainhead or source 

of Israelite Monotheism" as many, perhaps most bible teachers, insist. 

4) Analyse the use of the prophetic speeches by one of the Gospel editors (Matthew, 

Mark, or Luke). Explain the early Christian interes.t in the prophets. Does a 

critical reading of the prophets justify this approach? 

5) Prepare an analysis of the book of Micah suggesting how the oracles are to be 

divided, editorial additions, portions which may not be by Micah. Literary 

forms used, etc. 



I ISAIAH (Chapters I through 39) 

1. Write a short history of the political events refiected in Isaiah (746-701). 

2. What is Isaiah's view of the cult? 

3. Analyze the diatribe oracle, chapter 2, verses 6 through 21. 

4. Analyze the symbol of the vineyard in chapter 5. What label would you give to 
this carefully crafted oracle? 

5. Analyze the consecration vision of chapter 6. What is Isaiah's undel!sta:nding 
of his role as a prophet? 

6. What are the sins for which God castigates Israel? In what does obedience 
to God consist? 

7. Explain the various names that Isaiah gave to b.is son (chapters 7 and 8) .. 

8. Analyze the four messianic passages, chapter Z, verses 2 through 4; chapter 9, 
verses 1 through 8; chapter 11, verses l through 10; chapter 11, verses 11 through 16. 
What has been the history of these passages in Judaism and in Christianity? Do 
you feel that they fit the spirit of Isaiah? 

9. What is the relationship or chapters 24 through 27 and chapters 34 and 35 to 
the genuine Isaiah material? Look up and write a short definition of apocalypse. 

10. Describe the relationship of chapters 36 through 39 to what preceeda. 

********************* 
The major "authentic" literary units: 

Chapter 1, verses 2 through 2.6 
Chapter 2, verses 6 through 21 
Chapter 3, verses 1 through 9 
Chapter 3, verses 16 through chapter 4, verse 1 
Chapter 5, verse 1 through 7 
Chapter 6 
Chapter 7 
Chapter 8 
Chapter 9, verses 7 through Z0 followed 

by Chapter 5, verses ZS through 30 
Chapter 10, verses 16 thro11gh Z3 

Chapter 10, verses 5 through 15 
and 24 through 34 

Possibly the psalm which is 
chapter 12. 

Significant parts of the oracles 
against the nations in chapters 
14 through 23 

Chapter 28, verses 1 through ZZ 
and 23 through 29 

Chapter 29, verses l through 8; 
9 through 12; 13 and 14; and 15 

Most of chapters 30 through 33 

, 



Suggested Theme Topics - Religion 470 - Cleveland State University 

1. How did Biblical man distinguish between the true and the false prophet? 
Would Jeremiah have qualified as a true prophet by Deuteronomy's standards? 

2. Analyze the attitude of Amos and Isaiah towards the Temple and the sacri­
ficial cult. How would these prophets have defined "religious duty? " 

3. At what point in the development of prophecy does the theme of individual 
responsibility emerge? 

4. What is the basis for the dating of Isaiah 40-55 to the Babylonian Exile? 

5. Ezekiel has been called "the father of apocalypse. " Why? 

6. Analyze the symbolic acts of Isaiah or Jeremiah. 

7. Analyze the structure, form and content of one of the shorter prophetic 
scrolls i. e. Micah, Habbakuk, Haggai, M a lachai. 

8. What do the "confessions" of Jeremiah indicate about the nature of 
prophecy? 

9. Discuss the eschatology - the vis ion of the end - in Ezekiel or Zechariah. 

10. "A new epoch not only in literature but in religion began with the rise 
of the literary prophets, for they not merely produce a new class of literature, 
but usher in the greatest movement i.n the spiritual history of mankind" (J. A. 
Brewer). Comment. 

11. Why does Christianity look to the prophets for predictions of the coming 
of Jesus? Is the predictive role a significant one in the prophets? Are the 
various predictions of Jesus well founded? 
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