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Dr. Fred Holck 
Department of Religion 
Cleveland State Unlver1ity 
Eaat 24th and Euclid Ave. 
Cleveland, Ohio 44115 

Dear Fred: 

Febraary 28, 1978 

Here la a copy of my ayllabae for the apring term. Would 
you have enough copie• made? 

A■ I indicated, I will be oat of the country on March 27 and 
29. l planned to spend the firat week reviewing the cultural 
history of the Middle Eaat in the firat rnilleniam centering, 
of coarse, on the Biblical world. I have an aaaiatant who 
ia perfectly competent to do this and if it ie alright with you 
I will ask him to cover the firat two claaaea and to preaent 
thia backgrolJlld. U you would prefer •imply to aet the cla1a 
going oar first test will be Proverb• and they ought to have 
etadled the book carefully by Monday, April 3, the fir■t day 
I will be there. 

DJS:mp 

F.ncl. 

Slncerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 
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:COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES 

.PART TIME APPOINTMENT 

'.Quarter Spring Year ---'-7.MB~--

Name Daniel J. Silver 

Rank Adjunct-Professor 

Social Security Number 342-32-7109 

Department Religious Stuaj es 

Department Account Number 00374 

Address __ 2_8_4_l_w_e_y_b_r_i_d_g_e_,_s_h_a_k_e_r_H_t_s_. ___ ,_O_h_i_o _______________ _ 

Teaching Assignment: 

• Course 
Number 

Rel 270 

Section 
Number 

51 

Number of 
Credits 

04 

Course Title 

Wisdom Seminar, Blck 8, MC 402 

Other Duties: Counseling of students in conjunction with the course. 

Total Salary for Quarter ------
$1800.00 

Chairman Dat -

' 

( . 
\ 

I accept the string quartJr part-time appointment described above with the Under

standing that tne Dean of the College may cancel or change the appointment should in

sufficient departmental enrollments or budgetary factors force the cancellation of 

courses or the reassignment of regular faculty. ~ . 

Please sign and return the original 
of this form within two weeks to: 

Department of Re]::..igious S_!:udies 
Cleveland State University 
Cleveland, Ohio 44115 

Date 

ALL NEW FACULTY HE:tBERS HUST FILL OUT 

W-4 FORMS FOR I~C0~1E TAX PURPOSES AND 

PERS EXE!·IPTJ.ON FOR!·1S IF THEY DO NOT 

WISH RETIRE:IE~lT DEDUCTIONS TO BE HADE. 
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Religion 4 70 

Wisdom Literature, A Seminar 

Classroom MC402 

Spring Semester 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

Mon. , Wed., 4-5 :50 PM 

' 
This course is designed to provide the student with the critical tools 

necessary to read and interpret the wisdom literature of the Bible and the _-~po

crypha, and a basic appreciation of that literature. Wisdow will be studied as 

a broadly shared cultural element in the near eastern. world. 

Each student will prepare a paper for a class presentation. Students 

will have the option of a term paper or a final exam. If possible, students 

should beg, borrow or steal a New English Bible and The Apocrypha, Cambridge 

University Press, so we have a standard English text. 

Required Texts 

Scott, R. B. Y., The Way of Wisdom, The Macmillan Co., NYC, 1971 

Silver, Dan ie l J. , A His tor y of Jud a ism , Vol. I, Ba s i c Books , NYC, ( PB), 19 7 6 

General Introductions 

Noth, Martin and Winton Thomas D., Wisdom in Israel and the Ancient Near East, 

Leiden, Brill, 1955 (Supplements to Vesus Testa Mentum Ill 

Rankin, O. S., Israel's Wisdom Literature, Ed in burgh, T. T. Clark, 1936. 
~--------------- -

Von Rad, Gerhard, Wisdom In Israel, Nashville Abington, 1972 

Proverbs 

Plaut, W. G., ~ook of Proverbs, NYC, Union of American Hebrew Congregations, 1961 

Toy, C.H., A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Book of Proverbs, Edin

burgh, 1948. 

Scott, R. B. Y., Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, The Anchor Bible, Doubleday, 1965 

• 
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Job 

Buttenwiesser, M., The Book of Job, NYC, Macmillan 1925 

Freehof, S. F., Book of Job, NYC, Union of American Hebrew Congregations, 1958 

Glatzer, N. N., Ed., The Dimensions of Job, NYC, Schocken, 1969 

Gordis, R., The Book of God and Man, Chicago, University of Chicago Press, 1965 

Pope, Marvin H., Job, The Anchor Bible, NYC, Doubleday 1965 

Ecclesiastes 

Jastrow, M. Jr., A Gentle Cynic, Philadelphia, Lippincott 1919 

Gordis, R., Koheleth - The Man and His World, NYC, Jewish Theological Seminary, 1954 

Bickermann, Elias, Four Strange Books of the Bible, NYC, Schocken 1967, (Jonah, 
Daniel, Ecclesiastes, Esther) 

Psalms 

Guthrie, H. H., ~rael's Sacred Song, NYC, Seabury Press, 1968 

Ringgren, H., Faith of the Psalmists, Philadelphia, Fortress, 1957 

Leslie, E. A. , The Psalms, NYC, Abingdon, Cokes bury, 1949 

Dahood, M. , Psalms (3 vol.) The Anchor Bible, NYC, Doubleday, c., 1966 

Meister, A. , The Psalm, Philadelphia, Westminster, 1962, 4th ed. 

Barth, C., Introduction to the Psalms, NYC, Scribner's Sons, 1960 

The Scrolls 

Jastrow, M. Jr., The Song of Songs, Philadelphia, Lippincott, 1921 

Gordis, R., The Song of Songs, NYC, Jewish Theological Seminary, 1954. 

Gottwald, Norman K., Studies in the Book of Lamentations, London, SCM, 1954 

Apocrypha 

Metzger, B. M., An Introduction to the Apocrypha, London, Oxford U. Press, 1957 

Reider, J., _!he Book of Wisdom, NYC, Harper Bros., 1957 (Jewish Apocryphal Series) 

Oesterley, W. 0. E. , !.he Wisdom of Ben-Sira, London Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge, 1916. 



Many cultures in the Middle East developed a wisdom literature. Wisdom 

represented the thoughts of the literate section of the upper class and its themes, 

kJ~Jt(f" 
if not its ideas, io11 ■ 1:iiu•• be shared by various national elites. We will examine 

.s 1.s ~--,-,7 ~(, 
c"itjciliy tJie wisdom literature of the Bible and the Apocrypha, specifically, Proverbs, 

Job, Ecclesiastes, The Wisdom of Solomon and Ben Sirah . We will 

_$'0 '-t ftt-1..,. 
attire in context and discuss ~ the role of the few who could read 

~f; 1111,,1 I , h 
li • s themes. 
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place th is liter
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Job 

Buttenwiesser, M., The Book of Job, NYC, Macmillan 1925 

Freehof, S. F., Book of Job, NYC, Union of American Hebrew Congregations, 1958 

Glatzer, N. N., Ed., The Dimensions of Job, NYC, Schocken, 1969 

Gordis, R., The Book of God and Man, Chicago, University of Chicago Press, 1965 

Pope, Marvin H. , Job, The Anchor Bible, NYC, Doubleday 1965 

Ecclesiastes 

Jastrow, M. Jr., A Gentle Cynic, Philadelphia, Lippincott 1919 

Gordis, R., Koheleth - The Man and His World, NYC, Jewish Theological Seminary, 1954 

Bickermann, Elias, Four Strange Books of the Bible, NYC, Schocken 1967, (Jonah, 
Daniel, Ecclesiastes, Esther) 

Psalms 

Guthrie, H. H., Israel's Sacred Song, NYC, Seabury Press, 1968 

Ringgren, H., Faith of the Psalmists, Philadelphia, Fortress, 1957 

Leslie, E. A. , The Psalms, NYC, Abingdon, Cokes bury, 1949 

Dahood, M. , Psalms (3 vol.) The Anchor Bible, NYC, Doubleday, c., 1966 

Meister, A. , The Psalm, Philadelphia, Westminster, 1962, 4th ed. 

Barth, C., Introduction to the Psalms, NYC, Scribner's Sons, 1960 

The Scrolls 

Jastrow, M. Jr,, The Song of Songs, Philadelphia, Lippincott, 1921 

Gordis, R., The Song of Songs, NYC, Jewish Theological Seminary, 1954, 

Gottwald, Norman K., Studies in the Book of Lamentations, London, SCM, 1954 

Apocrypha 

Metzger, B. M., An Introduction to the Apocrypha, London, Oxford U. Press, 1957 

Reider, J., The Book of Wisdom, NYC, Harper Bros., 1957 (Jewish Apocryphal Series) 

Oesterley, W. 0. E., ':[he Wisdom of Ben-Sira, London Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge, 1916. 



Suggested Theme Topics - Religion 470 - Cleveland State University 

l. How did Biblical man distinguish between the true and the false prophet? 
Would Jeremiah have qualified as a true prophet by Deuteronomy's standards? 

2. Analyze the attitude of Amos and Isaiah towards the Temple and the sacri
ficial cult. How would these prophets have defined "religious duty?" 

3. At what point in the development of prophecy does the theme of individual 
responsibility emerge? · 

4. What is the basis for the dating of Isaiah 40-55 to the Babylonian Exile? 

5. Ezekiel has been called "the father of apocalypse. " Why? 

6. Analyze the symbolic acts of Isaiah or Jeremiah. 

7. Analyze the structure, form and content of one of the shorter prophetic 
scrolls i. e. Micah, Habbakuk, Haggai, Malachai. 

8. What do the "confessions" of Jeremiah indicate about the nature of 
prophecy? 

9. Discuss the eschatology - the vision of the end - in Ezekiel or Zechariah. 

10. "A new epoch not only in literature but in religion began with the rise 
of the literary prophets, for they not merely produce a new class of literature, 
but usher in the greatest movement in the spiritual history of mankind" {J .. A .. 
Brewer). Comment. 

11. Why does Christianity look to the prophets for predictions of the coming 
of Jesus? Is the predictive role a significant one in the prophets? Are the 
various predictions of Jesus well founded? 



EXAM 

Cleveland State University 
Religion 4 70 
A Wisdom Seminar 

Please answer four of the first six questions and number seven: 

L What does the wisdom literature indicate about the nature of Is-

raelite and Judean society in Biblical times? 

2. What questions do the wisdom books raise to the central Biblical 

teachings about the Covenant? How could a Bible emerge which includes doubts 

and questions on the community's normative teaching? 

3. It has been said that wisdom literature represents the first re -

corded challenge by individuals, on the basis of their experience, to the au1hority 

of tradition and revelation. Would you agree? 

4. In Proverbs (1-91) and in portions of the Wisdom of Solomon, wis -

dom LS personified and given a place among the heavenly beings. Why did this 

hypostasization take place? How ts it significant for the development of early 

Christian 1hought? 

5. Why was Solomon named as the patron of wisdom? What works 

were ascribed to him? Have we any reason to believe that this literature is his? 

6. Could you derive a coherent doctrine of reward and punishment 

from Proverbs, Job, Ecclesiastes and Ben Sirah? 

7. Analyze carefully one of the following: Proverb 3; Job 12-14; Song 

of Songs 8; Ecclesiastes 3:1-15. 
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WISDOM OF SOLOMON 2, 3 The prvmise of i111111ortality 

2 They said to themselves in their deluded way: 'Our life is short and 
full of trouble, and when a man comes to his end there is no remedy; no 

2 man was ever known to return from the grave. By mere chance were we 
born, and afterwards we shall be as though we had never been, for the 
breath in our nostrils is but a wisp of smoke; our reason is a mere spark 

3 kept alive by the beating of our hearts, and when that goes out, our body 

4 will turn to ashes and the breath of our life disperse like empty air. Our 
names will be forgotten with the passing of time, and no one will remember 
anything we did. Our life will blow over like the last vestige of a cloud; 
and as a mist is chased away by the sun's rays and overborne by its heat, 

5 so will it too be dispersed. A passing shadow-such is our life, and there is 
6 no postponement of our end; man's fate is sealed, and none returns. Come 

then, let us enjoy the good things while we can, and make full use of the 
7 creation, with all the eagerness of youth. Let us have costly wines and per-
8 fumes to our heart's content, and let no flower of spring escape us. Let us 
9 crown ourselves with rosebuds before they can wither. Let none of us miss 

his share of the good things that are ours; who cares what traces our 
• revelry leaves behind? This is the life for us; it is our birthright. 
10 • 'Down with the poor and honest man! Let us tread him under foot; let 

us show no mercy to the widow and. no reverence to the grey hairs of old 
11 age. For us let might be right! Weakness is proved to be good for nothing. 
12 Let us lay a trap for the just man; he stands in our way, a check to us at 

every turn; he girds at us as law-breakers, and calls us traitors to our up-
13 bringing. He knows God, so he says; he styles himself "the servant a of the 

14 15 Lord''. He is a living condemnation of all our ideas. The very sight of him 
is an affliction to us, because his life is not Hke other people's, and his ways 

16 are different. He rejects us like base coin, and avoids us and our ways as if 
we were filth; he says that the just die happy, and boasts that God is his 

17 father. Let us test the truth of his words, let us see what will happen to 
18 him in the end; for if the just man is God's son, God will stretch out a hand 
19 to him and save him from the clutches of his enemies. Outrage and tor-

ment are the means to try him with, to measure his forbearance and learn 
20 how long his patience lasts. Let us condemn him to a shameful death, for 

on his own showing he will have a protector.' 
21 So they argued, and very wro~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
22 volence, they did not understan God's hidden they g&J'@Fl~xpe ed 

tNlt 11uliness of life would have 1ts recompense; t e 
2 3 Cetite had no reward. But God crt!ateaman for immo , ade him 
2 4 ~"''""~Mffl!m~l!ternal self; it was the devil's spite that brought death 

into the world, and the experience of it is reserved for those who take 
his side. 

3 But the souls of the just are in God's hand, and torment shall not touch 
2 them. In the eyes of foolish men they seemed to be dead; their departure 
3 was reckoned as defeat, and their going from us as disaster. But they are at 
4 peace, for though in the sight of men they may be punished, they have a 
s sure hope of immortality; and after a little chastisement they will receive 

great blessings, because God has tested them and found them worthy to 
a Or child. 

100 
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Thou,OGil~~•, 
Day and night be thou merry; 

Make every day (a day of) rejoicing. 

Day and night do thou dance and play. 
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Let thy raiment be clean; 
Thy head be washed, (and) thy self be bathed in water. 

Cherish the little one holding thy hand, 

(And) let the wife rejoice in thy bosom. 

This is the lot of manJU·-. 
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tion of the Friends that all truth and wisdom are with the aged. Job 
insists that he can portray God's might far more effectively than the 
Friends and proceeds to demonstrate it in a paean of his own ( vss. 
11-25). • • 

• This passage is frequently excised by commentators as an inter
polation. Aside from the violence done the text, this procedure suggests 
a misunderstanding of the essential character of the section. The pas
sage differs significantly from the conventional descriptions of the 
greatness of God that are found in the words of the Friends (S:9 ff.; 
25: 2-6; 26: 6-14).' They stress the beneficent and creative functioning 
of the Almighty as revealed in the gift of rain ( 5: 10), the discomfiture 
of the wicked (5: 12 ff.), the glories of the heavens (26:2-3), and the 
process of creation ( 26: S ff.). 

Job's description of the power of God ( 12: 11-25, as in 9:4 ff.) is 
radically different in tenor. He emphasizes the negative and destructive 
manifestations of the divine power: God moves the mountains, makes 
the earth tremble, and shuts up the sun and stars so that they give no 
light (9:5 ff.). God destroys beyond rebuilding and imprisons men 
so that they cannot escape. He withholds water to cause drought and 
pours it forth to cause inundations. Nations are exalted only to be 
destroyed ( 12: 14, 15, 2 3). Judges are made fools, the power of kings 
is broken, and priests are stripped naked; all the mighty are brought 
low ( vss. 16-21). It is significant that the poet treats the overthrow 
of the power of the upper classes as similar to calamities of nature, 
seeing them both as manifestations of the destructive might of God. 
This fact sheds important light on the social orientation of Wisdom 
literature. 8 

Having concluded his sardonic hymn of praise to God, Job declares 
that he knows all this as well as his friends, being not inferior to them 
in wisdom ( 13: 1, 2). Yet he still insists on conf rooting the Almighty 
( 13: 3). A translation of the salient sections of this passage ( 12: 4-
13: 3) will demonstrate its unity and power and clarify the progression 
of thought: 

I have become a mockery to God's friend 
Who calls to Him and is answered-
A mockery to the perfect saint! 
The unfortunate deserve only contempt 
In the opinion of the saf c and secure-
A beating is proper for those who stumble! 
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You ad11tit, 
"The tents of robbers are at peace, . . 
The dwellings of those who provoke God, 
Of those who have deceived Him."' 

"But," you say, 
"Ask the cattle to teach you, 
And the fowl of the sky to tell you, 
Or speak to the earth that it instruct you, 
And let the fish of the sea declare to you." 
Who does not know in all this, 
That the ha rid of the Lord has made it, to 

In whose hand is the life of every living thing 
And the breath of all human kind! 
Surely the ear tests words 
As the palate tastes food! 
You say, 

"With the aged is wisdom, 
In length of days is understanding." 
But I say, 

"With God is wisdom and strength, 
His are counsel and understanding." 
Behold, He destroys and it cannot be rebuilt, 
He imprisons a man and he is not released. 
He shuts up the waters and they dry up, 
Or He sends them forth and they overwhelm the earth. 
With Him are strength and sound counsel; 
The misled and the misleaders-all are His. 
He leads counselors a,vay stripped, 
And of judges He makes fools. 
He opens the belt of kings 
And removes the girdle from their loins. 
He leads priests away stripped 
And the mighty ones He confuses. 
He deprives counselors of speech 
And removes the discernment of the elders. 
He pours contempt on princes, 
And looses the girdle of the strong. 
Behold, all this m_y e e has seen; 
My ear has card and uodeNtood it. 
What you know, I know too; 
I am not inferior to you. 
But I wish to speak to the Almighty; 
I desire tQ.AT;e my-c~with God. 
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