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SCHOOL OF 
ENGINEERING 

FENN COLLEGE 
CLEYELAND 15, OHIO 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

August 14, 1963 

Thank you for consenting to speak to the East Shore 
Unitarian Fellowship; May 31 is fine. We shall communicate 
with you again about four weeks in advance of that date. 

We are looking forward to your visit and appreciate 
your kindly assistance to our group. 

Cordially yours, 

Alan Rhodes 

mab 

PHONE 
PROSPECT 1-0250 
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Rabbi Daniel Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle and Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

9464 State Route 87 
Novelty, Ohio 44072 
May 18, 1964 

In planning the service for Sunday, May.31, 1964 we have 
asked Mr. Kenneth O'Connell to act as lay leader. He 
will be in touch with you to get the title of your sermon 
and to discuss the detai l of the service with you. 

This will confirm the information given to your office that 
the service is at 10:30 A.M. in Greystone Manor in Mentor. 
Mr. O'Connell will give you directions for getting to 
Greystone. 

Our budget provides an honorarium of f25.00 for the speaker. 
I trust this will be sa tisfactory to you. 

I want to express again our ap ,reciat ion of your willingness 
to come and s Leak to us during a period when there are many 
demands on your time. 

cc Mr. Kenneth O'Connell 
12590 Rock Haven Road 
Chesterland, Ohio 

C> 

, 
C: • 

Very__ since~e13/ _; 
ef~4 {J/ /~.A--1).,,-.u,,l{J< 

Rodget i. Loofbot;ow 
Program Chairman 



SUNNY ACRES 
CUYAHOGA COUNTY TUBERCULOSIS HOSPITAL 

RICHMOND ROAD 

CLEVELAND, OHIO 44122 

Trustees 
NATHANIEL R, HOWARD 

Chairman 

THOMAS F, PATTON 

WILLIAM C, TREUHAFT 

Rabbi Daniel Silver 
The Temple 

464.9500 

University Circle and Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

June 2, 1964 

JOSEPH B, STOCKLEN, M,D, 
Controller of Tuberculo1i1 

for Cuyaho1a County 

HUGH a. KELLY, M,D, 
Director of Ho1pital 

On behalf' or the congregation at East Shore Unitarian Church I would 
like to take this opportunity to express our deep and sincere thanks for 
the wonderful sermon you delivered Sunday, May 31st. 

Your talk was stimulating and challenging. It is my sincere hope that 
our suburban congregation will take to heart the challenges toward a 
better society that you outlined for us. • 

Personally it was a great privilege to participate with you in the 
conduct of this service. 

Thank you again for taking time from your busy schedule to share with 
us your experiences and point of view. 

KLO:ab 
cc Rodger w. Loofbourow 

9464 State Route 87 
Novelty, Ohio 44072 

Sincerely, 

Jenneth L. O Connell 
Director of Rehabilitation 



HOT MONTHS AND FRAYED TD1PERS 
America Iooks Ahead to the Summer 

The Temple 
Sunday, May 10, 1964 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
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'lbe changing present often -.m1nates the practices of the 

past. I have in mind this morning an edi tor!al convention employed 

by the men who, two thousand years ago, canonized and compiled the 

Bible. These men received the ancient parchments of our :people and 

held them most sacred. Every scrap of parchment was part of the 

revealed word of God. They did not tamper w1 th it. Yet in one case 

they boldly and unabashedly changed the received text. Whenever a 

Book of the Bible el)ded with a harsh sentence, with a bitter word, 

they would add to it a sentence or two which mitigated the bluntness 

and the cruelty spoken. They were of the conviction that the men who in 
/ 

l.i'A &1 i' 
subsequent generations would read the Bibl.e should not ~••d. it with fear 

and with trembling. 

Let me illust~te their operation with the sturdy prophet, Aroos. 

Amos spoke his mind always and often, ,: .~ He did not mute nor tone down 

the catalogue of sins with which he faulted his people. He called 

greed greed, and folly folly, and indolence and apathy sin. Amos was 

concerned with an irtllilediJate and total moral rP.~ormation of Israel. 

" ·J I f) I I ,, I I e ") ~ " -- . Seek God and live. " 

" -- "See:t ye good, and not evil, 

that ye may live." Amos was exercised that his people see tawt the 

depths of their degradaticm and pull themselves up out of the KCJ•JM. mire 
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It 'I "(: and reform their ... life. But he had little hope for such a reformation. 

He felt that the nation was too fat and too smug and too complacent to 

achieve it. 

And so it is perhaps not to have been unexpected that the nine 

short chapters which re.main to us of the teachings of' Amos end with a 

bitter sentence: "And all the sinners of thy people shall be cut down 

by the sword, yea, even they who say; 'Evil shall not confront us nor 

o 'ertake us~ " e editors of the Bible, the canonizers, were 

unwilling to leave this ending stand as it was, and they runm1aged about 

in the spiritual tradition of our people and our prophetic inheritance, 
M~~~ . and they found a BkS! t sanguine and redemptive paragraph written much in 

the style of Juoos, but to quite other purp0se: 

And I w111 return the captivity of My people, 
And they shall rebuild the waste cities 

and awell therein. 
And they shall plant for them vineyards 

And they shall drink the wine thereof. 
And they shall make for themselves gardens 
And •••~l shall eat the fruit thereof. 
My people shall no loner be plucked up o~ of 
Out of the land which I have given them. 

Now, our modern critical and literary tastes are offended by 

this tampering with the received text_, ~ ~ do not like to see 

attributed to an author that which was not of his own writing#. Besides, 

it seems to spoil the literaryl'fl~,r; the tone of the whole. It is as 
took 

if' we BU the Greek tragedy, "Medea," and added to it a Mother's Day 

poem. Somehow, this "keep your chins up, boys" message doesn't fit in 

with the strict, stern strictures of this ancient prophet. 

And yet, of course, the literary conventions of the ancients 

were nmt ours. 'lhe greatest of the ancient historians, 'lbuc1"dides, 

Josephus, Plutarch, were not at all abashed to put speeches made out of 

whole cloth, invented by themselves, into the mouths of ancient heroes. 
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For they said that it was far more important to give the reader a sense 

of the flow of history, of its meaning, tha# it was to report, in 

detailed accuracy, the facts as they had occurred. 

And it is true that it is tar more exciting and informing to 
~lrr;.le~ 

read a popular account of some event than an academic thesis, with 
A 

, LS!e parapbanalia of academic scrupulosity. 

But more to the point, or rather more to our point this morning, 
-rfl;v If 

is the simple II stf that the Bible was not written primarily for its 

literary effect. It was written to have an effect -- an effect on the 

lives of the individuals and of the people who read it. 'lbe Bible is a 

sustained challenge to man to be up and doing in the service of God. It 

is literature which must lead to action, not to appreciation,r to a way 
/. 

of' life rather than to some fine piece of critical and appreciative 
~ 

writing. Md -those who vdited the Bible were fully conscious of this, 

and of another elemental emotional. and psychologl.cal truth, and that is 

that when man despairs, when our lives are covered by a pall of 

futility, we not only loise confidence., but we lose our willingness to 

eDgqe ourselves in life. Despair ii.rains our strength. Prolonged 

despair drains us of our wil.lingness to be part of the adventure., to 

undertake the responsibilit~ of daily li.fe. MIii ffrotracted despair 

saps and destroys the integrity of' human personality. Personality 

disintegrates in hopelessness. This has been proven again in our age 
were 

in the studies which made of the inmates and those who 
I 

survived the Nazi concentration horrors ......... ~ you would see a 
LI -VIN~ 

l L i ~ example of this trutp, notice the young idlers who stand 

about in our city streets. 
~U.S.$' • 

By eaaM., by economics, by education, and 

oft-times by~ race, they are disqualified from taking part in the 
promise. r 

American •~. 'lbey are " 6 " -- outside the 

camp, outside the mainstream of' American lifei ~ they know Uis 
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~ subconscious:cy. '!hey are afraid to open themselves up to expectation. 

They have ceased to hope. 'Ibey are lethargic, easily coerced, easily 

led., shiftless. Why? Because they have no confidence that good can 

come to them, that life can have meaning. They have turned in on them-

selves, to protect themselves from being hurt. most they can be 

roused to a momentary pEis.k of excitement, but that is al.l. ,J,o'/,,. need 

to feel confidence, hope in the future, in order to take relfi)Onsibility 

in the present, for today. 

:'the Bible is a single, sustained challenge to man. Amos was a very muc_h 

exercised prophet. He was concerned -- vitally concerned -- with the 

moral laxity of his day. He was concerned -- mightily concerned --
t1ABRJ<i 

the disintegration of the social J•esmae which he saw all about him, 
and 

.aaa. Ile wanted a reformation,/iuch a man w~ not have wanted the .• 

writings which remained of his teaching~ to leave anyone with the im­

pression that he despaired of life. He might have despaired of the 

ability of his own generation to reform themselves, but surely he would 

not have wanted anyone in another generation who read his teachings to 
Ir 

use them as an excuse for apathy, for,/noral surrender, for a turning 

away from responsibility. Man can be man only when he hopes. 

YHmr:UJ1YWIMPPllxnt,:xv)uor~ I have thought often, these 

past weekJ, of this ancient editorial convention and of its underlying 
iEle~ A.JO 

meaning. It seems to me to say something very :cenaelfB1, very near. 

I spoke recently to a convocation of collegians. My theme was broad'.cy 

theological, and yet the very first question put to me after the lecture 

was this, "Rabbi, what do you despair of most in modern life?" 

many conversations have we all taken part ,fin tbise past weeks, as 
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all of us have becone increasingly concerned with the mounting racial 
M IRRoR, ~t tensions in our city. How many conversations ....e this image? I don't ,, 

know. We shrug, and we sigh. I don't know~ t all seems so complicated. 

Where do you start? Is there really any solution? / And it is as if our 

mass media, the film, were beginning to present to us a grisly and 

ghastly future, to prepare us for just such a failure. A film may make 

good fun of those who build the bomb and the military who manage it. 

But the bomb drops. A film may imagine a military attempt to subvert 

the democratic institutio~ ff +f;{~ government, but the imagination 
Tif.tr ,' IJ E r.-o v cM 1¥1 EN ,; 

insist~.'\ the ti 1 •democracy, can be subverted. And when we picture/ 

race, the clash of prejudice, it is pictured always in its most cruel 
'('1 ~ 

and :pathological form, and the end seems iie t,e inevi tabl~ the death of 

the saint and the triumph of evil. 

You and I have had gall and wormwood in our craw, these past 

months. There bas been precious little joy in being an American. We 

have lived through political and racial assassination~ . We have heard 

the jungle curse of ~ mob unleashed. We have seen racial demonstra­

tion and racial demagoguery of the ugliest sort. Incident has piled 

upon incident, until we want to cower and to hide ourselves away from 
t!,ll, M 

the ,aieem,- headlines which come pounding in daily upon us. And our day 

has ~ not been made the more easy from our realization of our -ewn I' rt t J 
on 

C> individual responsibility. To be an .American, these past several years, 
A, 

t~ z 11 3 sad&, has been largely to pay one's taxes, to curse the 

communists, and to trim one's hedges. The larger i'esponsibilities of , 

the city, cittzensbip, has been a much neglected virtue. We~are left 

the city. We fled from it, and from responsibility. We built laam 

co\lllter-cities, cities with a minimum of problems, JIJIII: in which we could 

menage our affairs with a minimum of inconvenience. And we recognize 
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this, and we admit it. What troubles me most is that we seem to enJoy 

iiliis verbal confession. We seem paralyzed, unable to move beyond it, 

sunk in self pity, and apathy. You can get any group of Americans to 

adrn1 t the sins of the past decade. "Yes, we should have found a new 

basis for our taxes." 
I /,t'lif'~ 
'Yes, the n1il4'cr of our Welfare is scandalous." 

rJ' 
"Yes, we should have left 19 the city tJ ~ 

established metropolitan government so that we continue 

a connection with the city." "Yes, but I live now in the count~, in 
' •\(.(n 

the suburb. I have no vote in the city. What can I do?" " 

-- "I have sinned," 1.or • 1.n ~ • ol ' -- "I have transgressed." ~~But 11! am 

not yet ready to renew, to undertake, to strike out into new responsi­

bilities." Around any dinner table you can get a group of citizens 

~ to agree that we need metropolitan government. And then we 

scrape back our chairs, get up from the table, thank our hostess, and 

go about our routine. And that's the sum and substance of it. 

I ask myself why. What has happened to the innocent confidence 

which was once the strength of' our nation'l What has happened to our 

:f'eellng_.f the.it.A!nerican promise that here in a great land, ~ a rich, 

God blessed land, we would achieve a nation founded in justice and in 

decency and in righteous principle. What has happened to our confidence? j 
Why do we assume that 11/ lllllst be a bitter year of robot men l1 ving in 

£1rt 
an ugly jungle qst■■y" Why are we afraid? 'Why can't we move beyond an 

unbecoming statement of our guilt? I am afraid that we have lost 

_d'S e / confidence in oursev and in our felimm,ln. How often do we speak in 

some such vein'l "I -- I have no prejudice. But I have to, after all, 

consider my business associates, my neighbors, the temper, the way of 

life in the city. I have no prejudice, but they -- ⇒ J) J -- they can't 

cane too fast. They -- they -- can't ask too much of' me. I have no 
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prejudice. You can't, after all, change human nature." 

Poppycock. Nonsense. It's human nature to hate those who have 

attacked you., waged war against you., destroyed the best of your youth., 

but what iid our nation do at the end of the Second World War? We 

flaunted so-called hµman nature, we rebuilt and financed our erstwhile 

enemies. President Kennedy and Governor Wallace share a single human 

nature. Human nature is what we make of it and / Jews know it. 

Otherwise, how explain the ambivalence of our attitudes. When we speak 

of Gentile prejudice towards Jews., we assume that human nature, 

prejudice., can be changed. How else explain the multimillion dollar 

anti-defamation and defense enterprise which we have undertaken~-our 
., 

scannjng of textbooks, our clerical institutes, our dialogues. They 

all are based on the assumption that buman nature can., and it does in 

fact, change / 

But turn the coin. When we speak of white prejudice towards 
/ 

the negro, human nature, that is prejudice, c~ot be changed. It is 

somehow elemental, part of the genetic stuff of the universe. 

/ Nonsense. Human nature is what we will it to be. Men have 

come out of the South and become of the great liberals of our nation. 

Human nature is what we will it to be. Why judge human nature by the 

young toughs bustling one another and knifing one another on the streets? 

If you want to see himvm nature, go down into the Hough area and see the 

teams of teachers, nursery school supervisors, counselors, recreation 

leaders, preachers who are working in the Comnuni ty Action for Youth in 

a~.join4J blessing of human conaervation. There is human nature. If you 

want to see human nature, see your own decency/ don't judge from the 

ugliness of the few bigots and oemagogues. 
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-,i..-r 
Why are we paralyzed by fear? ls it bl ■t we do not know what 

is demanded of' us? Oh, yes, sweeping institutional change is required, 

and required now; But statesmen and leaders have long since outlined 

the directions we must take. We need the Federal Civil Rights Bill, 

which is nothing more than a basic statement of' universal citizenship 

and citizenship rights, and we need its proper enforcement. We need a 

broad-based poverty program to blot out the blight of' the slum from our 
,~ 

citr and the poverty from our countryside. We need a jobs corps. We 

need social insurance against the cost of' automation, our own triumph. 

We need to remake our ~ducational institutions so that they have a new 

and sounder :financial base and so that they can operate in the blight.1t..--":, 

,It culturally deprt yed areas of' our city in such a way as to take the 

place of' the home, so that they are open from dawn to mi~ght, not 

only with classroom teaching, but with the cl ubs and the counseling and 

the guidance ahd the recreation which these children so desperately 

need. 

't 'We need a new concept of juvenile correction and juvenile 

rehabilitation. We need all this and more. 
I 

Now, this is not a Democrat,program, nor a Republican,program, 

nor a vague idealist's program. It is the only solution to the realistic 

problems or the day. i'resident .l!;isenhower knew it. It is he who 

pioneered the basic programs of' urban renewal and of' Federal aid to 

education. President Kennedy knew it. It is he who pioneered the 

Federal civil rights bill and medical care and medical insurance for the 

indigent and for the aged. And President Johnson knows it, for has he 

not pioneered in the attack on poverty? This is not an ideological 

program, a program of "isms" which corresponds to any one theory of 



-9-

economics or any one theory of government. It is a simple statement 

of the sweeping institutional changes required by a vastly and radically 

~banged world -- our own. 

Every three or four decades or so America does need precisely 

such a major transtdrmation of institutions. We had it in the early 

1930's, and out of this economic reorganization came our own present 

prosperity. We need it today, and out of our change wi 11 come the 

presperity and the blessing of the generations yet to come. 

~~ t ~ Yes, we know the , we fear to take it. , when a man 

speaks hopefully, optimistically of tomorrow, he is more than likely to 

be put down as naive. There are styles in philosophy as there are 

styles in dress or in art. And it¥' philosophy, in the world of wr1 ting, 

in~, the world of the academy, ~ .. in the world of conventional wisdom, it 

is simply not fashionable now to speak of this as a hopeful generation, 

to speak of responsibility and our ability to secure the American dream. 

"How," they say to me, "can you speak hopefully of the future? Have we 

not had in this century two butche7 wars? Do we not live under the 

bomb, the threat of mass annihilation and cindering? Have we not known 

depression and social upheaval? How can you look about you and see 1-e 

prejudice rampant, the mob unleashed, and still speak hopefully of 

tomorrow? " 

Well, my friends, no people has had a longe~ crusade or pilgrimage 

into agony than our own. None has more reason to know the ferocity of 

the human beast. Yet none -- none -- puts a higher valuation on man. 

"'lllou hast made him but little lower than the angels." For every sinner 

there 1s a saint. For every destroyer there are ten who build. We have 

not only warfare, but we have a civilization. Iook about you. Are not 
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the very problems we fear the statement of our own accomplishment? We 

fear overpopulation. What is overpopulation, really, but a statement 

of the triumph of medicine, of a human achievement? We fear the bomb. 

But what is the bomb, basically, but a statement of the triumph of man's 

science! We tear unemployment. What is umemployment, basically, but 

the triumph of our engineering -- human engineering! We fear the racial 

revolution. We ask ourselves, why did it have to come now, bother.fallg' 

me in my security? It came now because now we have a prosperity, a 

humanly engineered prosperity which has reached down into the submerged 
AtlD 7'NEY .,)ArJt. ~N£ y 

classes, brought them a ray of sunshine ~,t Id L ■ t; •e insist they 

will step out into the light~ 

~d m:l.rac:iousi;,"° we can bring them in. There is enough, and 

more, tor .al~ 181 mr. 

~I< Now we have no reason to tear ourselves, ae fear human nature. 

• America is blessed with a rich human resource, and a rich national 

prosper! ty. We have a fine, high minded inher:l. tance of thought and 
and 

conviction,/ot ideals, which we need only recapture. We need not fear 

the future. 

How, then, shall we confront it? These past weeks our newspapers 

and magazines have been filled with jeremiads and dire predictions of 

the sUDDDer. They say to ·us, in,~ettect, when this heat begins to swelter, 

when the streets steam, when your heels stick in the viscous tar, tempers w, i • 

flare ea•••· The summer will be one of sporadic and ever more ugly 

violence. They use a mill tary term -- violence will escalate, incidents 

will escalate in ugliness during the sunmer. And probably they will. 

America the good, the basic, the decent, the moderate, the middle America 

is just beginning to shake itself loose and come all ve again. We are 
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ltAl.b 
just awakening from a decade of' lethargy ... -.:r.;..sleep. We have not yet 

met head-on the needs of' the hour. There will be violence. '!here must 
an 

be. But need we hope for a future only of violence, of/America pulling 

itself' apart, polarizing into two. extreme camps? An America which has 

lost• sense of its own integrity and unity and citizenship? 
WAY. ,F ,w;11.,~ know the ~A 'We can only pull out of ourselves the w,2t;1,.. 

No. We 

What we 

need, in effect, is to write ·a new last paragraph to each and every grim 

story which we read in our ·newspapers, a constant reminder to ourselves 

that there is no fated destiny, that our future is of our own meld ng, 

that everything in our. history, in our wellbeing, in our nation and its 

economy conspires to ,greatness, to solution, to hope. 

"'!he long, bitter captivity of the people shall be redeemed, 

and we shall reb¢ld the waste cities, and we shall live in them. And 

our people-~ all of' us -- shall no longer be plucked.up out of them, 

saith the Lord. 11 




