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FENN COLLEGE 

CLEVELAND 15, OHIO 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
Ansel Road and 105th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

October 7, 1957 

You lecture in the Freshman Lecture series has been 

scheduled for Tuesday, December 3, 1957, at 9:20 in the 

First Methodist Church, located on the corner of 30th and 

Euclid. I will meet you at the side entrance or the church 

on 30th Street. 

The lecture itself will be tor one class period of 

approximately fifty minutes. Because we hope to publish 

some of these lectures at a future date we would like to 

have a copy of your speech. If you plan to speak from notes 

let us know in advance and we will arrange to have your 

remarks recorded on tape. 

The following are exerpts from a memorandum. that has 

been sent to those members of our faculty who are partici-

pating in the series. 

The object of these lectures is to introduce 
the new student to the history and traditions ot 
higher education and its developnent as a unique 
institution in the United States. The broad areas 
of learning will be outlihed, their contribution 
to the better lire pointed out, and current problems 

and frontiers indicated. 
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PRISCfi. 

IBBATERS FROM THE MIDDIFSEX PENNITENTIARY INCWDED TWO BRILLIANT LAWYERS: AND A 

COLLEGE CltADUATE WHO OWNED BOTH A PHI BETl'A KAPPA KEY AND A STRING OF ADVANCED 

DECREES. 
ASIMIC..; us oC-

BOOK LEARNING DOES NOT EVEN ALWAYS Ilf.,14;; ■• COMMON SENSE. THE STERECYrYPE OF 

ir tl T~lfNt ,~ 
THE UNWORLDLY, FORGETFUL COLLEGE PROFESSCR IS UNFORTUNATE, BUT A CO GRASP 

l:J ,v~ I NJMtt•""- ~ A ~~ 
OF HIGHER MATHMETICS 1:>8M lf89 91t6YRE THAT WE GRASP PRACTICAL AND MUNDANE QUESTIONS. p 

'11\\ \ 11~, ~ 1.1 'lc &E S'A 't, 
Ja&:i~ IEDUCAT ON 'ze?IF DEVELOP CREATIVE POWERS WHERE THESE DO NOT ALREADY EXIST. AMONG 

.,. y I ~ .../ I 
OUR MOIERN PAINTERS VAN GOGH, CEZANNE, ROUALT, TO CITE ONLY A FEW, NEVER A'r.l'ENDED 

~ 
FORMAL CLASSES. MANY A DIPLOMA'll;OF THE ART INSTITUTES OF THE WORLD ltlft: BEEN 

UNABLE TO PRODUCE ANYWORX OF FIRST RANK. 

WHAT I AM SAYING IS THAT THE EARNING OF A COLLEGE DEGREE IS NO GUARANTEE THAT 

THE STUDENT HAS GROWN IN CHARACTER OR CREATIVE POWER, OR EVEN IN WHAT WE BROADLY 

CALL UNDERSTANDING. I HAVE ALWAYS BEEN APPALLED AT THOSE WHO SPORT ADVANCED 

JEGREES BUT SPOUT PEURIIE INANITIES. THAT WE HAVE ~IMILATED A SERIES OF FACTS 

DOES NOT MEAN THAT WE HAVE COMPREHENDED THEM. I INVITE YOU TO RECALL THE AMAZING 

PERFCRMANCE ON THE TELEVISION QUIZ SHOWS OF THE AUTO-DIDACT TEDDY NADIER. YOU 

• - '--'o COULD WATCH HIS MIND RECALLING CHAPrER AND VERSE, YOU COULD SEE HIM STUMBLE TO 

EXPLAIN OR EVEN TO PRONOUNCE THE FACTS WHICH HE WAS MOUTHING. MANY HAVE PASSED 

COLLEGE COURSES WITHOUT UNDERSTANDING TH]M ONE BIT. MANY CAN QUOTE VOLUMES, BUT 

SPEAK ONLY FOLLY AND NONSENSE. 

YET MOST OF US COME TO COLLEGE WITH HIGH HOPES THAT WE WILL GROW AS HUMAN 
I 

BEING.5 WHILE WE LEARN REMUNERATIVE PROFESSIONAL SKILLS. AFTER ALL, COLLEGE 
11) 

EDUCATION IS EXPENSIVE. BESIDES MONETARY COST, EDUCATION CONSUMES A GOOD BIT OF ,... 

TIME THAT MIGHT BE INVESTED ELSEWHERE NOT UNPROFITABLY. THE EARNING OF A DEG~ .. 

IMPUES THE PASSING OF A SERIES OF RESEARCH PAPERS AND EXAMINATIONS AND THE~ -4,., Pt.),,~,., ... 
OF ACCEPI'ABI.E CJlADES. IT IS NOT ALWAYS EASY Jf'I Uilf ll■OUiH ,e A lllcmEE. MOREOVER 



-3-

IT IS PATENTLY POSSIBLE TO SIT DOWN AT THE PUBLIC LIBRARY AND TO READ THROUGH THE 

SAME TEXT AND REFERENCE BOOKS WITH AS MUCH PRBFIT .AND MUCH IESS "MAKE WORK" AND 

EXTRANEOUS DISTRACTION. IF ALL YOU EXPECTED OF YOUR COLLECE EDUCATION WAS 'Ill! 

COMPETE~CY IN A CERTAIN FIELD OF KNOWIEDGE, I WOULD BE THE FIRST TO ADVISE YOU TO 

SEEK IT ON YOUR OHN AND TO AVOID THE TIME CONSUMING AND OFTEN UNNECESSARY CCMPLI-

CATIONS OF COLLEGE ROUTINE. 

WHAT THEN MADE YOU CHOOSE THE LONGER AND MORE EXPENSIVE ROAD TO KNOWIEDCE? 

I SUSPECT THAT IN SOME PERHAPS UNDEFINED WAY YOU ARE SEEKING WHAT OUR TOPIC OF 

THIS MORNING IMPLIES, AN APPRECIATION OF THE WORLD IN 'WHICH YOU LIVE, AS WELL AS 
~ 

FACTS ABOUT !HIS WORLD; AN AWARENESS ANn SENSITIVITY TO OTHER PEOPLE AS WELL AS 

CLINICAL KNOWLEOOE OF THEm PSYCHOLOGYJ A.NI EXPERIENCE IN LIVING AS WELL AS AN 

EXPERIENCE IN LEARNING. YOU WANT TO OPEN YOUR EYES TO THE POSSIBILITIES OF LIFE 

WHIIE YOUR MIND IS OPENING TO THE POSSIBILITIES OF KNOWLEDGE. YOU COVET THE CONTACT 

WITH FERTILE MINDS AS MUCH AS YOU PRIZE THE HOURS THAT YOU WILL SPEND WITH YOUR 

BOOKS. YOU EXPECT TO FORM NEW FRIENDSHIPS AND TO MEET PEOPLE OF FAR DIFFERENT 

BACKGROUNDS AND TRADITIONS THAN YOUR OWN. YOU ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO THE CULTURAL 

STIMULATION OF AN ACADEMIC COMMUNITY. -
-ti~-~ ~·~~ 

THIS BEING YOUR FIXED PURPOSE, HOW WILL THIS EXPERIENCE COME ABOUT? A088ft!!HG 
~u...,k..6Q..~ 4-A-u.~u r& C ,.I 4~ .;,:,~•'4- c,..,I ,JI..- ... ~ C<.ee- ..._ ~••~• :.U--- ••ref' 
~O THI HOW SlllSRSllll'D SYSTEM 0i 17JCla.lWUJ QICIGl4!RI, A S'l'MIQH'f :&:ENB WAS 1'Ef?Hft!B '3 
<.(....._,., •• .a.....«b> " ... "b--4 ~ ~ .;.A ,,:. .......,,( - -"-a • w ....... ., ..... ~ • 

TM-ii snOR!!S! MSHNCB BETmirn'FlkF . .&-1"1 LOOK THROU(J{ YOUR coILEGE CATAWJtl€ 
A,y1alrtf ~~ • .A•--~ ,~-0,f 41 

U,. (D LI ~ 
YOU w.!fl; ~ .,__ E ~OURSES IB 9lfik MORAL RFSPONSIBILITY OR SPIRITUAL VALUES -,c,aeerrs1» 

.A e e R 
---- ... -"- .J. -:1 c c ; a• - 'b a ..L L ~_..,. 

OR IN CIVIC DUTY. T~""----• .. ~ r__._.. ..... 41 ■ .... -:-~,.-" .. c,__,..... ~ .-. 

~ -~ "~ ..v-1--«e, ...... ~ ',.0 . 
IN THE EARLY DAYS OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION IN AMERICA A REAM OF SUNDAY SCHOOL 

TEXTS WERE WRITTEN FILLED WITH COPY-BOOK MAXIMS WHICH PITHILY ADVISED THE REAIER 

TO LEAD !HE GOOD LIFE. FABLES SOOH AS THAT OF THE TORTOISE AND THE HARE OR THE 

GRASSHOPPER AND THE ANT WERE REPRINTED AD NAUSEUM TO CONVINCE 'IHE YOUNG SCHOLAR 

OF THE VIRTUES NACITY OFTEN THESE PROVERBS AND FABIES WERE 
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ASSIGNED FOR ~ORIZATION. IT WAS FELT THAT !Y INGESTING ~ORTHWHIIE SENTIMENTS 

THEY WOULD BECCfttE A PART OF THE YOUNG PERSON'S MAKE UP. THIS DIGESTIVE PROCESS, 
fl;J 

HOWEVER, GENERALLY SUCCEEDED ONLY IN DEVELOPING "INTELLECTUAL STOMACH ACHE AND IN 

PRECIPITATING ~ REBELLICll AGAINST FURTHER ATTENDANCE AT SUNDAY SCHOOL. 

CHARACTER CANNOT BE DEVELOPED BY READING MORALITY TEXTS. WE DO NOT NECESSARILY 

IMPROVE OUR PERSONAL INTEGRITY BY BECOMING COMPETENT IN ALL AREAS OF ETHICAL PHI

LOSOPHY. YOU CAN BE KNOWLEDGABLE IN THE HISTORY OF ALL THE SYSTEMS OF RELIGIOUS 

BELIEFS WHICH HAVE EVER EXISTED AND STIIJ., NOT BE ~SONALLY A MAN OF FAITH. WE . /J 

li IS /VO T ('NO ()6+4 ML f r6 ~U?, MA.Al'
IEARN BY OOING AND BY EXPERIENCml AND ·BY LIVING, HM !J'f MEMORIZlllf ANB M COPl'III 

AND~ READJP' IET US ASSUME THAT YOU WANT TO BE88M!' A FLUENT AUTHOR. YOU MIGHT 

SET YOURSELF TO READ ALL 'fflE CLASSICS OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE. THIS DISCIPLINE 

MIGHT 00 YOU SOME GOOD IN DEVEIDPING YOUR STYIE, BUT UNLESS YOU BEGIN TO WRITE AND 

TO ACCEPT CRITICISM ANn ~ LEARN TO ERASE AND TO 00 OVER AGAIN, YOU WILL NOT 

DEVEIDP THAT STYLE FOR WHICH YOU LONG THE DISCIPLINEJOF READING AND LEARNING ~ , 
II. "'..,__.,,."os- ,.r#T) •f' 

IlliPOirrANT.// THEY MAKE US AWART' OF,OTHER VAllJES n&:1121,.SiIT IHI¥ - II lll!MPOR~ 

Lucr-tl.•f.h 
J¥~'PAM8E !M 6aR PnliSOUAf, aaaerrv ■IM CAN BE REALIZED ONLY AS WE INVEST OUR-

SELVES IN MEANINGFUL ACTIVITY. A HIGH SCHOOL ENGLISH TEACHER MAY KNOW EVERY 
.f.CJLC. 10 A-vN•ij 

FORMALITY OF GRAMMAR AND STYLE, BUT FEW OF THESE WORTHIES HAVE BEEN M9I R 

c.e: "'- ni ..,. 
WORI60F iW!ll ilMbWlJRB. !EARNING IS NOT TO BE IENIORATED. IT IS OF VALUE. IT 

PASSES ON TO US THE ACCUMULATED WISDOM OF THE AGES, BUT WE GROW AS HlIIMAN BEINC1'3 

ONLY AS WE SUCCESSFUIJ..Y STRUGGLE TO APPLY THIS TRADITIONAL WISD<J,f IN OUR PERSONAL 

LIVES. IT IS THE STRUGGLE, NOT THE STUDY, WEf!eir IS OF PRIME IMPORTANCE. STUDY 

, ... u~- •••"ii2i, 
WITHOUT STRUGGIE IS SUPERFICIAL, dlll...AS WE s L SEE, STRUGOIE wrmoUT STUDY IS 

4' H1) I) 6P,." frl 
OFTEN MISDIRECTED<Jlllt.MORE ENTHUSIASTIC THAN ENLIGHTENED. 
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\a\~ti#T e'SJENTI"' AC..(. Pf-Vlf ~4' 
IT IS lll:f!J, TO KEEP THE NATURE OF PERSONALITY eR:lWII! IN MIND. SOME CRITICS 

A 

HAVE RUSHED TO UNFORTUNATE CONCLUSIONS ABOUT 'fflE VALUE OF SECULAR EDUCATION 
~"-" BECAUSE THEY SEE THE INABILITY OF THE UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES TO IEAL IN AN y 

IJiCl ~T /\ 
~ WAY WITH CHARACTER DEVELOPMEN!'. THEY CONIEMN SECULAR EDUCATION AS BEING 

ONE-SIIED. THEY SAY IT TRAINS THE MIND.J#fl{O'I' THE SOOL. THEY EVEN CALL IT OODIE$. 

INTELIECTUAL RECIDIVISTS MAY ASSUME THAT WERE ETHICAL VALUES AND RELIGIOUS TEACHINGS 

MADE THE DIRECT SUBJECT MATTER OF COURSE WOR~ BETTER PEOPIE WOULD BE AN INEVITABLE 

RF.SULT/ UNFORTUNATE£4 THE PAROCHIAL UNIVERSITIES HAVE NOT PRODUCED .A. SIGNIFICANTLY 

FINER QUALITY OF GRADUATES THAN HAVE THE SECULAR UNIVERSITIES. IEAVING ASIDE THE 

IMPOSSIBLE DECISIONS WHICH WOULD HAVE TO BE MADE AS TO~~ELIGIOUS PRINCIPIES 

AND ETHICAL VALUES WOULD BE SEIECTED FROM AMONG THE MANY THAT ARE HELD AND PREACHED, 

THERE IS ANOTHER BASIC FALLACY IN THESE ARGUMENTS. ONE CAN KNOW ALL THE FRINCIPIES 

' OF A FAITH AND BEL1':·THESE IN PRIVATE LIFE. HYPOCRISY IS UNFORTUNATELY A NOT UNKNOWN 

OR UNFAMILIAR SIN. WHILE I WAS IN COLLECE, AN IN&'TRUCTOR IN ETHICS AT ANCYl'HER 

UNIVERSITY WAS CONVICTED OF EMBEZZLEMENT. RELIGIOUS LIFE HONESTLY UNDERTAKEN DOES 

DEEPEN ANMcKEN OUR SPIRITUAL AWARENESS, BUT UNFORTUNATELY RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION 
~ . 

DOES NOT NECESSARILY LEAD To'RELIGIOUS s1t1lfa, _ OUR TEAClllR<B ARE NOT AJilAYS 

FATHER1» THE DEED.4 I HAVE SPOKEN A GREAT lE.A.L OF WHAT EDUCATION IS NOT. I WANT 

NOW TO TURN MY ATTENTION TO THE VALUES WHICH I BELIEVE ARE INHERENT IN THE EDUC!.-
I 

TIONAL PROCESS. I REPRESENT A RELIGIOUS FAITH WHICH HOLDS STUDY TO BE A BASIC 

NECESSITY OF R&aft1!otm LIFE. THE TITIE I BEAR - RABBI - SIMPLY MEANS TEACHER. THE 

RABBIS OF MY PEOPIE HAVE THROUCIIOUT HISTORY BEEN ENGAGED IN A LONG AND UNREMITTING 
~ 

STROOGLE ~ ALL TYPES OF IGNORANCE. IGNORAN~ BREEDS FEAR, FEAR DISTCRTS LIFE • 

.Jd('IGNORANT FAITH IS MORE LIILY TO BREED SUPERSTITION, BIGOTRY AND INTOIERANCE THEN 

PIETY, PROBITY AND PROPHECY. ,.. A$Paa- • F 7..a.; .Di.,,IH" t • ""'•"'' 
I 

MY PEOPLE HOLD MAN 1S CAPACITY foRREASON TO _BE ~~B/1 WE FEEL THAT STUDY Hf o ~ 
IK,~-~ ~-· r~1N~~IW.~~ 

AmfAREA OF~ KNOWI.EDGE IS__.!flllTll-wHIU:,ASIZYlil ii 1 DIZFFSSSTE. I WOULD NOT 

iM4L mir THE TRUTH OF THE COMMON PU.CE HEARD FROM SO MANY MEN OF BUSINESS THAT 
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A ?EAR OF PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE IS WOR'ffl A LIFE-TIME IN THE IVORY TOWER. IT IS, IF 

~1-w-d"L WEJ~::. ~~ ~I~~:!~~~c~a1:~.o~e~~-k--~-L-;) 
AS ECONCMIC MEN. I 11; 11•■aaJl,FEEL THAT THE EXPERIENCE oF } coLLECE EDUCATION IS 

I 

• 

UNIQUELY BROADENING AND THAT THE CLASS ROOM ~XPERIENCE IN WHI(l{ THE WISDCM OF THE 

CENTURIES IS COLLECTED FOR US AND EXPOSED AND EIPLAINED TO us, ...... 
I) ~ C..~ift \. ~eA1"R'- tf-t etl'-'1 41 llllllWil III THE-DEVELOPaffl OF A F1JLL AND FULFILLING LIFE. WE ARE BORN WITH TWO 

~N ,- i11Ji"1JUA\. ~ .J JL 
EYES AND,\INn. WE ARE LIMITED11) OUR~XP:ffiIENCES. HERE IN A MORNING ¥etJ CAN BE 

EXPOSED TO THE LATEST KNOWLEDGE OF 'fflE SCIENTISTS CONCERNING OUR UNIVERSE, TO THE ., 
INTRICATE DISCUSSIONS OF THE PRIIDSOPHERS 10 THE PURPOSE OF LIFE AND TO THE INTRIGUING 

THECfiIES OF THE PSYCHOLOGISTS AS TO THE BASIS OF HUMAN MOTIVATION. A WORLD OF EX-
• 1,JJ\1'f t0.Av-~ ,- ,.,..,... , r,Jtl~ IN 

PERIENCES BEYOND ANYTHING THAT WE 98UiBclillfJQiJIIJr0PENS i£. 4rO US. :/NO OTHER LIFE ACTIVITY 
• "'"""81-~ ~o rrs · so MUCH OF HUMAN KNOWLEDGE ,r1mr ·1vA LABIE M •• WE GROW IN UNIERSTANDING ~HROUQJ!-

t:. 0116,t 1~ 1FtA1Jl~TAet--' .,-;~, THE UNIERSTANDING WHICH OTHERS HA WO Ill I\JH)t &Pl. ;r RESEARCH. WE TRANSCEND, THE 

LIMITATION OF OUR OWN HUMANITY. WE DRAW ON THE COLLECTED STRENGTH OF ALL CIVILIZATION. 

,..-L,"& 

~ ""~.D .. ~u ....... .__._ c:»41• " 

• 



tttR.T&IC'lt 
I SHOULD LIKE TO MAKE THIS Qalrt OBSERVATION - EDUCATION IS AN ESSENTIAL 

"'-'
PREREQUISITE OF DEMOCRATIC LIVING. Di: 1N Jill ■ lif IICT \Ii ---- - .. -··-· --· 

- ···--•·--·-·- -.. ____ - •J.I 

Bllftll&S 0HCI .\ND Of !lffl NiFQBJU+TliOIJ WHSH EE61£fflTP W9Wli!ffli AfJ j SWCI ♦ I, PRFSERVE 

OP. !HI U,Pil cr;aes awn U! ffll ft I ;a• eiEW MITSII 11:11 ?eA,JTptT.J ffll IUQCESSFUL 

POLITICAL RBWlIJJ!'iEIIS or 1111 !ttSI ••e IflWT.BB RARS. 

~OU GO BACK IN HISTORY YOU WILL FIND THAT EDUCATION WAS ORIGINALLY A CLOSELY 

GUARIED PR:)VILEClE OF A SMAIL GROUP. THE SACRED SCRIPTURES AND ASTRONOMICAL U>RE OF 

EACH PEo#& WAS USUALLY A =~ro•Dw1'~3!Cft!! ll!,H THE PRIESTHOOD AND THE ROYALTY. 

THIS KNOWLEDGE ASSURED THEIR CONTROL. IN THE CENTURIES DH:DIATELY ~ BIRTH 

OF JESUS THE RELIGIOUS LEADERS OF MY PEOPIE FOUGHT AN IMPORTANT BA'M'I.E TO OPEN -
~t') 

KNOWIE~GE 0~ THE BIBLE toi ~. THEIR STRUGGIE WAS NOT UNLIKE THAT OF THE PROTESTAm' • 
~~~~.IT~-1/A.. .>f'~c:.aA, <.uiM"A.- TG /4UT~f'Cl""-ve c..o~~G~ 

REFORMER5A WHO SOUGHT TO DESTROY THE MCjilPOLY OF THE PRIESTHOOD fd■ ii W - I I OF 

~t THE BIBLICAL TEXT. TIIESE BGfl.i RABBIS HELD THAT THE BIBLE WAS THE INHERITANCE OF THE 

WHOLE CONGREGATION OF ISRAEL. THEY ESTABLISHED SCHOO~ AND SYNAGOGUES IN WHICH THE 

LAW AND LORE OF THEIR DAY WAS FREELY TAUGHT. THESE SCHOO~ ULTIMATELY MADE POSSIBIE 

A BIDODIESS \ .,B DEMOCRATIC REVOLUTION IN JEWISH LIFE. RELIGIOUS LEAJERSHIP BECAME A 
~ 

MATTER OF CHOICE, Nr;J ®BIRTH. ~N COULD PRAY DIRECTLY TO GOD WITHOUT THE INTER-

MEDIJy OF A PRms4 / I HINK A PARALIEL cOULD BE IRA TO OUR rmmc ATIC REvo-

u...,..~ IS =~·~=: OPEN 

H 

EDmATION GIVES US THE CAPACITY TO lN!J'f·l•l!tn"'f-• G0~,4 OUR 

OUR SOCIETY~ THE ILLITERATE MAN MAY BE SAINTLY, BUT HE LAC~ BREATH OF KN~ 
,)•u-4 

SUFFICIENT TO COPE WITH THE INTRICATE PROBLEMS OF M<mrl CCHruNAL AND TECHNICAL &Eu 

THE PLEAS WHICH ARE PERIODICALLY AIRED IN OUR PUBLIC PRESS THAT WE BECCJ-1E AN 

EOOCATED ELECTORATE ARE WELL-FOUNDED. CITIZENSHIP IS-11rDEMANDING MENTAL EXERCISE. 

TO YOTE AND TO JUDGE INTELLIGENTLY DEMANDS THAT WE WEIGH AND BALANCE £:~!HOUSAND 



A~ •<i..O f-01t ... -'-.,A- A - --£~ -t. ,..o .._.__,"-'>-0 
~ "'-'-'fo••~ "I ._,._..q-=lfA. '-o'°'--.A 1,,-- ••ya•• 
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• G,.... ---~,. ~.:A .... , f ,... .--A::;.,4" 
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4 . , 

• 
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CONFLICTING CLAIMS. IT IS NOT ENOUCJI THAT WE ARE PASSIONATELY FOND OF OUR WAY OF 

LIFE - WE MUST ALSO BE PASSIONATELY DETERMINED TO CHART AN~LAN OUR FUTURE ~L

LiaENTLY. THE FUTURE OF AMERICA R~TS "JIG&; WITH •i;; "EOCH~~ WITH OUR 
~ ♦ ~ 

__ FANATICALASUPER-PATRIOTS. 

EOOCATION ALSO MAKES POSSIBIE lN INCREA51:D UNDERSTANDING OF THE CULTUB~ AND 

CIVILIZATION IN WHICH WE LIVE. YOU CAN APPRECIATE A FINE PAINTING OR A MUSICAL 

COMPOSITION AT FIRST GLANC\., HOWEVER, IF YOU KNC1tl SOMETHING OF ITS BACKGROUND ARI!) 

.-..,../ ~.....n. ' 
OF THE PERSONALITY OF ITS COMPOSER AND OF ITS PLACE IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF AR YOUR 

--~Al 
APPRECIATION OF IT IS HEIGHTENED AND DEEPENED. I HAVE READING SHAKESPEARE ALL MY 

" LIFE. AS A HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT I APPRECIATED HIS MAGNIFICENT POETIC IMAGERY AND .,,~~ 
THE~FLCM o. FvACTIONlcN ..,. ..... rJ .... Xb""V""E"'N•tU•k-!;. ll'r FURTHER READING AND CRITICAL STUDY HAS MADE 

r ...J..M~'-
ME AWARE OF INNUMERABLE SUBTLETIES AND OF SIGNIFICANT PHILOSOPHICAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL 

fl..~~/q;t.J:j't" t. 1$ ~l"1tt\'"-'_,• l'f-ltJ s, E:" 1!,«-tl'Tll' ,~, ~k.Pea.f e-~~ 
INSIGHTJOF WHICH I WAS PF.EVIOUSLY UNAWARE./\ THE MORE WE KNOW ABOUT ANY SIIIIIE' 

~ .II SW liiiil Ail8tJ1f 118 THE MORE 0.ilrws BEAUTY BECOIES APPARENT TO us.~ 

THI HMB 1■ nr1 kl ; 1 r:m 1zso1■ris 1111s11 iii& :re& iJI n711s1 : TIE , 

EDUCATION'S GREATEST BIE~INCµI HAVE ALREADY ALLUlED TO. IT RELIEVES US OF 

UNNECESSARY FEARS. MR. ROUSSEAU AND OTHERS WHO HAVE GLORIFIED PRIMITIVE MAN HAVE 

PAINTED FOR us lMsloRTED PICTURE OF HIS RUSTIC' BUCOLIC HAPPINESS. PRIMITIVE MAN ,, 
WAS BESET BY FEARS. ~ THE DARKNESS• HE FEARED THE STC!iM. HE FEARED THE 

WILD AN~~ BESET ~ D DISEAS~ WITH WHICH HE COULD NOT COPE. 

HE FEARED A M!RIAD OF GODS WHOSE DISPLEASURE IT WAS ALL TOO EASY TO INCUR. QIIS II 
OHLIJ ,-tt'P Fao~u,. 11, , r 
emv IE GROWTH OF HUMAN UNDERSTANDING HAS REMOVED - THESE TORTURES -OF THE 

DAMNED. ~II! !""3 lil MB All'Ml! OF IHE wrnm'J fflSOlrt' U8 Tll8 LiSli Wl!i ARE IlaOW- 10 ■ OIMiR 

9P IDBI I II II UPI I ess. 
I/ 

I HA VE SPOKEN OF SCJt1E OF THE VAllJES INHERENT IN AN EDUCATIONAL PROCESS. I 
~ 

SHOULD LIKE W TO TURN MY ATTENTION/\ TO A MORE PRACTICAL CONSIDERATION. HOW CAN 

YOU TAKE FUL ADVANTAGE OF THIS UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY? MY MOST MEMORABIE COLLEGE 



~ A ,.O'll.O t'Ot4J ;1v'cM ~~c,-,,·k~. ~~ .l~~),,I( ~.-..- 1a v-A>Jll. ,.,...., 
~ ~'--' Jr- U">""9 : .Aeo .. , .............. , c1 & . .a,~, , ~, ♦ .~,,.,_ _ . T""Lt"-~ 1 
~ o .... ~'-'C,IJ «cGs..e~ .... 4e•fl..fe-O,.gf la._~~ /4 l( ... «nt0...8~ ..-...J ,ry..e~ 

le I If. D ,' . • - ....... 
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.. 
EIPEII"ENCES CAME NOT FR<Jti CONTACT WITH MUSTY TOMES, BUT IN CONVERSATION WITH L-l"1·a1c... "'._" 

!!!!!!11..,ur S. THE DISCIPLINED PRECISION OF MY FRESHMAN ADVISOR'S MIND ,... 
• tt a If ff• LI\-~-• P ,.. l't"CW'l. e W ~" fa.A• O ,.. ,.,.. I 4f T ~ • 

~ HIS UNWILLINGNESS Tp SPECULATE !DII!SI) JI' U*R I I ¥2LETE KNQYIFP91 SF ti I TW PR rt 
-t'\ ~ r~ "" , >t ~ .. ;;! 
.F~GTS::6UANB MEANT MORE TO ME THAN ALL THE COURSES IN IDOIC AND PHILOOOPHY WHICH 

I SUBSEQUENTLY TOOK. IT IS A MISTAKE TO ALLCW YOUR CONTtCT WITH TEACHERS TO BE 

~otf' ..,...-... LIMITED TO THE CLASS ROOM EXPERIENCE. BESTIR YOURSE TO ◄tfP6S' THEM IN JHEIR 

OFFICES OR OOHING A LEISURE COF'F'EE HOUR. LEARN TO EXCHANGE IIEAS ~ STRUGGLE WITH 
OF ~ 111'"1'•'-

THEM OVER ~ PROBIEMS l117Att CONCERN. WrtT. 
rnfA""f 

LEARN ALSO TO BROADEN YOUR CONTACTS SO THE! INCWDE FELLCW STUDENTS WHOSE 

" ,SJ 1• ~ UP• 
BACKGROUNffi AND CULTURAL TRADITIONS ARE DISSIMILAR TO YOURS. IN COLLEGE, LIKE 

~ 

TENOS TO ATTRACT LIKE. WE TEND TO MOVE SOCIALLY WITH THOSE WHOSE BACKGROUNDS 

PARALLEL OURS. BUT WHAT A RICH EXPERIENCE WE ARE THEREBY DENYING OURSELVES. OTHER 

RELIGIOUS FAITHS AND PHILOSOPHIC VIEWS WILL All4AYS SEEM STRANGE TO US UNLESS WE 

HAVE MET THEM AT FIRST HAND AND HFARD THEM REASON!BLY DEFENIED AND FLUENTLY AND 
S)'llf\,p, ""~ we n..,,,.,,-_,.p, 

LOVINGLY ADVOCATEDI\ COLLEGE OFFERS US--ONE OF THE RARE OPPORTUNITIES IN LIFE TO 

BROADEN OUR INTELLECTUAL HORIZONS BY LIVING, WORKING, AND IEBATING WITH ~ 

l'N<.OfQ, ... 
PEOPLE OF VARIED BIBPLllll1NS AND BELIEFS. ~ IS NO BE11'ER OBJECT LESSON IN 

TOLERANCE TO BE WON ANYWHERES EtsE IN LIFE .Tf I WOULD ADVISE YOU ALSO TO ENGAGE IN 

UNFAMILIAR ACTIVITIES. CHOOSE YOUR COURSES AND YOUR LEISURE II TIME EI.Lnn ~ ..... l.l~HMlfdl 
./4,~ 
-4CTIYITJ:iS NOT ONLY FROM THOSE AREAS WITH WHICH YOU ARE ALREADY FAMILIAR AND WHICH 

1 N ., 11. wn "le "Jouu.'-~ ;-.e -' •~... 1., ~f!#"I '-'-'" 
YOU ENJOY, BUT SQ!l'Us.•lP Y8i lWL BE EXPOSEIJ AT 11.lMT Tl IAIU FORMS OF AESTHETIC 

l'lf. .YJ1)Q &T,. It 
EXPERIENCE AND NEW AREAS OF INTELLECTUAL CHALIENGE. BALLET, THE_Dtt B&iE THEATRE, 

PRE-RAPHAELITE POETRY, PRIMITIVE ART rdl'fr& MAY NEVER APPEAL TO You. BUT IT WOULD 

BE UNWISE TO LIVE WITHOUT S\tiR HA VINO BEEN AWARE OF TflEd POSSIBILITIES.{/ I KNCM 

THIS LAST IS FUTILE ADVICE, BUT DO NOT WASTE YOUR TlME. YOUR 1EARS ARE FEW. AS 

YOU GROW OLDER YOU WILL FIND THIM SLIPPING BY WITH UNBELIEVABLE SWIFTNESS. MAKE 

EACH EXPrRIENCE AND EACH HOUR MEANINGFUL. BE JEALOUS 4 YOUR TIME. !NVF.ST IT WITH 
· uM°r,,L ~ 11/J 

THE SAME CARE~ YOU WOULn INVEST YOUR CURRENCY fl I COULD NOT BEGIN TO NUMBER THE 
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VIRTUES WHICH I BELIEVE CAN BE HAPPY BY-PRODUCTS OF A GOOD EIXJCATION. THE CUL

TIVATION OF INTELLECTUAL PRECISION AND DISCIPLINE, A GROWING RESPECT FOR FACT AND 

TR{Jl'H, A GROWING DISSATISFACTION WITH IRRATIONAL PASSION, THE DEVELOPMENT OF 

IMPCRTANT SKILLS AND HUMAN RELATIONSHIPS, THE ABILITY TO LISTEN WITH AN OPEN MIN~ 

TO CHALLENGING VIEWS~LTIVATION OF AN INTELLIGENT APPRECIAT~ON OF GULTUPF-, 

STHETICS THE POSSIBILITIES -ARE UNLIMITED. frACTICALLY, OF COURSE, EACH OF 

us WILL ONLY IMPERFECTLY ACHIEVE ANY OF THESE GOA 'J '1's~ ti,. H!!fil'i;i1iB1i~ ~ 
~n~,11-ir1ROOGH

0~-: ;ou-otl~ NiAW"""~\.-ittM1~~iGH'y~ ti~,;;;Gg .. -
'),-• .,-,- '('•• 4Cu -C::,..- •'""•""~if'' "P .. , c',e ... ~ .... '(M•-•yMa 

TQ XHIS W(JIJEBFIII. -8illPQRTUNHY U!l!eH IS !~~ THERE IS A LINE IN THE B~K OF 

ffi~s~Ic~i::-n1:~·-a ... ' ......... ~~~ f'1 .. b~ .. \,ea Q "\ .................. ~~<~ 

"BY KNOWLEDGE ARE THE CHAMBERS OF A MAN'S HO 

OF DESIRABLE RICHES." 

THE IMPLICATIOH:>OF THIS STATEMENT OBVIOUS. 
~ 

RE-READ THIS PHRASE SEVERAL WEEKS AGO, I HAD A MENTAL 
" 

WHICH WE llAVE BEEN SPEAKING, BUT OF THE FANTASTIC 

W.••· .... 
TO YOU THAT AS I 

" J • aO , _n.,, ~ ...._, 4' 91 0 8 • .0 A("" -e«-.. 1 
.-1.-L.D.:ll NOT - THK'\ SM31'.P!C'f' ON 

THE CURRENT RASH 

OF QUIZ CHAMPIONS HAVE WON ON THOSE ALMOST NIGHT PROGRAMS, 0 WHICH THEY ARE PAID 

FOR THEIR ALMOST TOTAL RECALL OF VARIOUS AR 

PROGRAMS HAVE A STRANGE FASC!'TATION FOR AND, I THINK, FOR MOST YOU. TO WATCH 

MEN HAVE AMAZING BREADTH OF KNOWLEDGE ND ACCURACY AND IETAIL IN FIE n5 IN WHICH WE 

CLAIM TO BE ONLY AMATEURS, rs IN SELF AN EXCITING THING AND I THINK HAT MOST OF 

US, AS WE WATCH THESE PROGR. , HAVE THIS EXPERIENCE: THAT ONCE A QUES ON WAS 

ASKED AND WHILE WE WERE D VINO BACK INTO THE HAZY AND HALF-FORGOTI'EN MEM IES OF 

BOOKS ONCE READ AND T IES ONCE MEMORIZED AND FACTS ONCE ~OWN, TO SEE THE 

COME FORTH GLIBLY ACCURATELY, IM-!EDIATELY WITH THE PRECISE DETAIL, THE PREC 

DATE, THE ............. SE FACT, I THINK AIMOST ALL OF US WERE GLAD THAT WE WERE COMPET 

THE PRIVACY OF OUR LIVING ROCMS RATHER THAN FROM THE ISOLATION BOOTH, , 
NOT SO ISOLATED, WHICH ENTERS INTO MILLIONS OF AMERICAN HCMES EACH wmK. 
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Oct. l 

Oct. 8 

FRESHMAN LECTURES 

I. FRESHMAN CONVOCATION 

President Brooks Earnest 

II. HISTORY AND TRADITIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION 

Kr. DeWitt Hardy 

Oct. 15 III. THE SOCIAL SCIENCE 

Oct. 29 

Nov. 5 

Kr. Joseph Ink 

V. THE PHYSICAL SCIENCES 

Mr. Walter Van Vohries 

VI. HISTORY AND TRADITIONS OF FENN COLLEGE 

Kr. Donald Tuttle 

Nov. 12 VII. THE ~rORLD OF 1ORK AND THE COLLEGE STUDENT 

Mr. Lester Braily 

Nov. 19 '.XIII. THE BOOK IN HG:-OHER LEARNING 

Mr. Willis Thornton 

Nov. 26 

Dec. 3 

Dec. 10 

LI. THE PHILOSOPHY OF COOPERATIVE EDUCATION 

Mr. Robert Auld 

I. SPIRITUAL VALUES 

Rabbi Daniel Jerelll1' Silver 

XI. THE EDUCATED MAN (HOW IS HE DIFFERENT?) 

Kr. DeWitt Hardy' 

Dec. 17 XII. Stl8(ARY 
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October 7, 19 57 -2-

We want our entering freshnen to teel 
that college is not more of what they have 
already experienced in high school, that 
they are not in grade 13, but rather, that 
they are now starting a more challenging, 
more significant intellectual experience 
which has a richness and Eli.varsity tar be
yond what they have known. e want them to 
reel that they have been selected for this 
experience. These students, fresh from 
high school, should get some sense of the 
profundity or thought that scholars have 
contributed to your field, and that intel
lectual discipline and integrity are its 
essential characteristics. would like 
those students who will not be taking 
courses in your field to cane away feeling 
that they will suffer a loss because or it. 
It is not vital that all your listeners 
understand everything that you say, but they 
should want to. Ir students are stimulated 
to read or qu~stion further in the subject, 
the lecture will have achieved its purpose. 
In short, we want to get these freshmen into 
a frame of mind which will give an impetus 
to their college life which they might not 
otherwise obtain. 

An honorarium of $50.00 has been provided for your 

services. We look forward with pleasant anticipation to 

your lecture. 

Cordially, 

nneth Jenkin 
or Student Gui--~ 

KJ:cg 
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