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HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

ADV AN CED ADMINISTRATIVE INSTITUTE / 

RoBEI.T B. B1NsWANGE1. 

Director 

Rabbi Daniel Silver 
1he Temple 
University Circle 
Cleveland, Chio 

Dear Dan: 

GRADUATE SCHOOL OF EDUCATION 

April 2, 1969 

It was a pleasure to talk with you and I apologize for the del.8¥ in confirming 
our conversation concerning your participation as a speaker at the 1969 Advanced 
.Administrative Institute. 

The Institute has been well-received in its two .decades of' service. We annually 
invite a selected group of educational adm~nistrators from the public, private 
and parochial sectors to meet .for two weeks in J~ in an intensive and hope~ 
useful in-service program. (Attachment) • 

This year our focus is on The Youth Devolution and by all standards the topic --~------is timely, important and has already generated substantial enthusiasm in our 
facu1ty. Our normal sessions call for a thirty to forty minute c0111Dentary by a 
speaker on a specific aspect of his choosing that relates directly to the 
general .theme. After a few questions, there is a short break and the group re­
assembles in an informal atmosphere for another thirty minutes of discussion 
based on the speaker's presentation. 

·1R 
In attempting to confirm the schedule I would like/iuggest 'l'u.esday evening, 
July 15 as most appropriate. If this is inconvenient perhaps you would like to 
suggest a day better suited to your calendar. 

I reallze I have much to detail, not only as to a particular topic for your 
attention but more information concerning participants, speakers, facilities, 
financial arrangements and like items. I promise a quick response on these 
matters once I can confirm a date for your presence. 

I look forward to hearing from you at your earliest convenience. I am delighted 
that I could impose upon you and have every assurance that your participation 
will contribute s1gid.t1cantly to the success of the Institute. 

Cordially, 

~ 
P.obert B. Binswanger 

RoY E. LAas1N HALL APPIAN WAY • CAMllllDOI, MASSACHUSETTS 02138 • 617-868-7(,()() 



• 

,. 

April 30. 1969 

M r . Robert Binawanger 
Director 
Advanced Adminiatrative Inatitute 
Graduate School of Education 
Harvard Unlveraity 
Roy E. Laraen Hall 
Appian Way 
Cambridge. Massachusetts 0~38 

Dear Bob: 

Tuesday, July 15th ia •• good a date as any. I gather 
I wlll be hearing from you more fully aa to my marching 
orders. 

Sincerely, 

DJS:mgm Daniel Jereniy Sllver 

I 
I 
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, 'HARV ARD UNIVERSITY 

ADVANCED ADMINISTRATIVE INSTITUTE / GRADUATE SCHOOL OF EDUCATION 

ROBERT B. BINSWANGEll 

Director 

Rabbi Daniel Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dan: 

May 26, 1969 

I am delighted that you will be with us in July. The 1969 Advanced Administrative 
Institute promises to be a stimulating, challenging and worthwhile series of meet­
ings on a most timely topic, THE YOUTH REVOLUTION. This will confinn the date we 
have discussed of Tuesday, July 15 in the evening. The session will be held in 
Hilles Library, Radcliffe College. 

The Institute focus on student unrest allows a variety of guest lecturers to speak 
to the broad subject from their particular experience, background or research. Our 
purpose is to educate the Institute members, all of whom are key educational lead­
ers, concerning the needs, aims and concerns of youth. All too often these key ad­
ministrators become removed from vital direct relationships with students and fail 
to fully hear, understand or comprehend the voices of youth. Rather than offer pre­
scriptions for dress codes or moral conduct, strategies to combat underground news­
papers, preventive measures for drug use, and the like, we are attempting to offer 
a wide spectrum of ideas, opinions and thoughts, from you and others, to open up 
the thinking of these able, enlightened and tested educational administrators. 

I have enclosed some preliminary materials that we developed in the past weeks. 
In a few days we will have printed our list of members expected to attend, the 
tentative schedule for the total program, and other like items. These will be 
sent to you immediately. At the same time we will send specific information on 
travel, reimbursement forms, honorarium and arrangements for housing accomodations 
if you plan to stay overnight. 

For our immediate needs I would appreciate it if you could forward both your 
photograph (which we will return) and a recent biographical statement. 

I will be in contact with you shortly. Again, we look forward to having you visit 
with us in July. 

Cordially, 

~ 
Robert B. Binswanger 

Ro,r E. LAaSEN HALL • APPIAN WAY • CAMB&IDOB, MASIAcHusa'M'S 02138 • 617-868-7600 
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June 4, 1969 

Dr. Rob ert B. Binawanger 
Roy E. Larsen Hall 
Appian Way 
Cambridge, Maaaachuaetta 02138 

Dear Bob: 

In response to your letter of May Z6th I am including 
a photograph and blography. You speak of some 
encloaed preliminary material• malled. None arrived. 
l look forward to being with you on Tueaday, July 15th 
and to •pending aome informal tlme together oatalde 
the Conference framework. 

Sincerely, 

DANIEL JEREMY SlLVER 
DJS.:rvf 



4HA-i'VARD UNIVERSITY 
• 

ADV AN CED ADMINISTRATIVE INSTITUTE / 

RoBEllT B. B1NsWANGEll 

Director 

Rabbi Daniel Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

GRADUATE SCHOOL OF EDUCATION 

June 25, 1969 

We are delighted that you will be participating in the 1969 Advanced Adminis­
trative Institute and look forward to greeting you in July. I have taken the 
liberty to enclose some materials that may be helpful to you in planning for 
your visit. 

First, I have enclosed a Summary Program that serves as an interim reminder 
until the printed copy is available. I have outlined your presentation in red. 
There are two changes: Thomas Hoving is unable to attend and will be replaced 
by Dr. William Cornog from Chicago and Professor Herold Hwit will speak rather 
than George Goethals. 

Second, I have enclosed a list of membership in this year's Institute and we 
are pleased with the diversity, experience and competency of the educational 
leaders planning to attend. They have expressed great interest and concern 
with the topic and should be active contributors. 

Third, I have enclosed a list of student participants. This representative 
cross-section of American youth will be "in residence" as full-time Institute 
members for the first week of the AAI. We are looking forward to their presence 
and feel their participation will be tremendously valuable. 

Fourth, we are enclosing the readings we have prepared as background materials 
for the participants for your general information. For what it is worth our 
experience indicates that the members do prepare for the Institute. 

Fifth, is there anything we can do to facilitate your travel plans and/or 
accommodations? We have always encouraged our guests to come early and stay 
late realizing most are so busy that the crowded nature of personal schedules 
prevents a lengthy visit. We sincerely urge your presence at any and all 
sessions. Do you wish hotel reservations? If there is anything we can do to make 
your stay more pleasant please do not hesitate to ask. 

Roy E. LARSEN HALL • APPIAN WAY • CANBI.IDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02138 • 617-868-7600 
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Silver 

Finally, as noted previously, you are scheduled to speak to the Institute on 
Tuesday, July 15, at 7:30 in the evening. Although our program will be held 
in Hilles Library we suggest that we meet you at the Institute office prior 
to your address. 

Our program theme, THE YOUTH REVOLUTION, is carried throughout the entire 
Institute, and to avoid the problem of titles for your appearance we have 

-2-

simply repeated the topical theme plus a general focus, i.e. THE YOUTH REVOLUTION 
and Religion. 

I am hopeful you will be willing to speak to the general theme in terms of 
religion, sui generis or localized as you may wish. The specific focus is one 
selected by students as a problem area t~at intrigues, irritates, and concerns 
them. The title met a printer's demand and is to be taken no more seriously. 
Your remarks can be as informal as you wish and the overall theme is offered 
for your interpretation. 

We look forward to your presence and participation. We are anxious to be of 
service in any way possible. It appears that the program will be one of the 
most challenging we have offered and are happy you will be sharing your thought 
and ideas with our members. 

~ i ~\. - ~v- co~ 

~--'~ \vl\tr¢-~­

t.\QIL d.)aT \l~ k~~~~ 

Cordially, 

~ 
Robert B. Binswanger 



July 17, 1969 

Dr. Robert B. Blnewanger 
Harvard Unlverslty 
Roy E. Larsen Hall 
Appian Way 
Cambridge, Mas sacbaaette 02138 

Dear Bob: 

Adele and I had a wonderful day yesterday at 
Gloucester. The oce n was cold and the ann 
was hot and we made oar 6:30 filght. I enjoyed 
very much my evening at the A. A. I. It ls an 
lntereatlng group. I particularly enjoyed the 
chance to aee yo•1 and Penny again. The 
addreaaea which we talked about are these: 

(1) Rabbi A rt Green 
Havurat Shalom Community Seminary 
598 Franklin Street 
Cambridge, Maaaachuaetta 0Z139 
Telephone number• 617-876-6145 

(Z) Mr. Wllllam Flnka 
John W. Raper School 
1601 E. 85th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

617-354-7122 

Telephone number 216-421-1922 
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Robert E. Blnawanger 

My expenses were $95. 00. 
you in Cleveland soon. 

I look forward to seeing 

Sincerely, 

DANIEL JEREMY SILVER 

DJS:rvf 



HA.4RVARD UNIVERSITY 
HARV ARD UNIVERSITY 

GRADUATE SCHOOL OF EDUCATION 

ADMINISTRATIVE C.UEER PROGRAM 

------------------------------• Rov E. LARSEN HALL, APPIAN WAY 
CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02138 I 

ADVANCED ADMINISTRATIVE INSTITUTE / GRADUATE SCHOOL OF EDUCATION 

RoBE:aT B. B1NsWANOEll 

Director 

Rabbi Daniel Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dan: 

July 28, 1969 

On behalf of the members. of the 1969 Advanced Administrative Institute 
a brief but sincere note of appreciation for your contribution to our endeavors. 
Your presence has elicited comment and conversation and your words have 
provoked the challenges that reveal the vital issues of the youth revolution. 

Upon reflection, I know few if any persons in the religious calling who 
could have done the superlative job and in such a strong manner. By the 
consensus of the membership you were the most impressive guest and I know 
you will be interested in the student reaction as they gave you the highest 
praise as the one guest who answered the questions as he thought they should 
be answered. This intri8ues me for they quickly forgot the opening riposte 
and saw things in a general more comprehensive manner. At any rate, I 
am biased, as a life-time fan and you are stuck with my non-objectivity. 

A personal thnk you is in order as I fully realize the proportions of 
the imposition on your time and activities. It was essential for this group 
to meet with you and hear what you had to say. Your comments provided both 
an appropriate summation for the Institute and a challenging springboard for 
reflection on the part of all the Institute members. 

We will do our best to work up an erudite summation (and then I may 
even try one of my own that I will understand) which we will share with you 
as well as any other papers. 

My thanks again for your most important contribution. 

Cordially, 

Robert B. Binswanger 

RBB/job 

k>-R::. u~ -~ Jt A~ w~ !: .. ,~~::::::1:"~\6l~~7~ 
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August 28, 1969 

Dr. Robert B. Binawanger 
Harvard University 
Graduate School of Education 
Administrative Career Program 
Roy E. Larsen Hall, Appian Way 
Can1bridge, Maaeachuaetts 02138 

Dear Bob: 

Thank you for your kind note of late July which 
greeted me on my return to the city. Both of ua 
enjoyed very much our visit in Boston. It ia 
now time to begin thinking of returning the visit. 
What month of the year would be convenient for 
you and Penny to visit? I will find and make the 
right occasion once you indicate the beat time 
of the year for you. 

Sincerely, 

DANIEL JEREMY SILVER 
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To answer the1 question posed in a coherent manner may prove 
I 

to be extremely difficult as I am entirely involved in developing 

a life style based upon 'Jewish tradition. I..slliihi •••e•p• •• desc;ci1>e 

Judaism is an ever evolving phenomenon which has been described 

as a "cristalized_remnant, . a civilization,.a religion, a culture and 

a heritage. In modem history it has been the scapegoat and whipping­

boy of all peoples. Twent~-five years ago six million of its 

adherents were executed for following the faitho Three years later 

a nation dedicated as the homeland of the remnants was created under 

• the most adverse condim.ons which have continued to threaten the nation 

·even to this hour. H011Wdoes this history of persacutmon effect 

me as a Jewish youth attempting to gainan understanding of the 

heritage of my forefathers? 

In a three thousand year period the Israelite tribes developed 

a religious sytem of beliefs based upon the evolution of polytheism 

to ethical monotheism, . the basic form which it maintains today. In 

this period, the Torah was evolved and canonized(c.440 be.) •. This 

developement lead to the evolution of a legal system which has been • 

unequalled. This system called Talmud maintained Judaism for aver 

thousand years until the mid eighteen hundreds when the split 
, . 

... 

1 

, 

I 
I 
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between the reform and orthodox factions occurred0 Men dedicated , 

themselves 
I 

expounding 
I 

to poring over the worn tex;s making commentary apon and 
-

the essence of the Lawo . This farvent study of the books 

shielded them from the hostile world surrounding them0 They !aught 

conversion to Islam or Christianity in order that they might find 

the path to salvation with the Messiaho. By study and practice they 

hoped to speed the day when all men would follow the word of the Lord 

a~d all men would li ve).n pe~.ceo . 

The age of enlightenment brought about a new chalange to the 

Jew. This was the secularly educated indiviual who attacked Jewish 

doctrine from a logical view point iii modem ;hilmsophy. With this 

occurr~ce there soon sprang up the reformers of Judaism who felt the-~ 

need to change the theology such ~hat it became more acceptablp to 

II.he non- Jewish world. They soon found that this was not possmble, 

for the 6hristian world would not accept them ev~ if they converted 

and were loyal Christians for several generations as was witnessed in 

Hitlerite Germany when anyone who had a Jewish grandmother was taken 

to the death camps. 

What the reformers were trying to do was set up a religious system 

in which they could el1m1n.ate those laws which made it difficult to 

operate in the world outside the Ghette. . They wished to keep the 
. . 

philosophy behind the laws without keeping the law. The problem that 

they ran into was that broad concepts such as freedom, justice, love~ 

etc. donot have meaning unless defined in a specific case. This was 

• 

J 
\ I 

f 

,. 
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the genius of. Talmud. Talmud is the case histories of the decisions 

reached by the rabbis and scholars of the ancient era. What the reformers 

' 
did which was an erroe was not to redefine the ancient laws in light 

of the modern developements of civilization. The error is serious 

and must be rectified if possible of else Judaism may truely 

become a cristalized remnat. The answer may lie in Israel ,but I 

am not sure. ~hsolution to this q.iiilema ·wou1dlease my uncertainty towards 

-the future of the religion. I hope that in the dedication of men 

.or lmowledge to the religion an answer may be f oung.· 

, 
I 
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Institute Staff 
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Administrative Assistant 
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Director 
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The myriad voice of American youth clamors to be heard. 
Adult society, constantly and continually made aware of 
the plea for 'a piece of the action,' rarely understands 
or comprehends the message. Generation gap, com­
munication block, or reactionary postures are labels 
of frustration. The society, particularly parents and 
educators, are faced with the handling and resolution 
of a critical issue that defies simple definition. We have 
brought together educational leaders, practitioners and 
philosophers, ready to work together and willing to share 
in exploring the concerns of youth - serious and sincere 
queries concerning drugs, race, parents, religion, sex, 
politics and education. Knowledge, empathy, perception 
and understanding are necessary precedents to seeking 
the solutions. Thus, our goal is one of description 
rather than prescription. 

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION is a topic that challenges 
every educator to confront openly a difficult and complex 
series of issues. Each of the distinguished participants 
brings to the discussion a different perspective on a 
massive subject. Invitations have been extended to a 
select number of educational administrators - repre­
senting the public, private and parochial sectors of 
education - who by their actions, promise and commitment 
have expressed qualities of leadership necessary for 
decision-making today and tomorrow. Too often programs 
neglect to include the persons most knowledgeable and 
concerned with the subject being discussed. Through 
the generous support and encouragement of the Stem 
Family Fund and the Taconic Foundation we have 
offered Institute membership to a unique cross-section 
of American youth. We anticipate that their contribution 
will be a significant one and welcome their participation. 

"There is a unique opportunity before us to bring together 
our age, experience, money, and organization with the 
energy, idealism, and social consciousness of the young .... 
Instead of worrying about how to suppress the youth 
revolution, we of the older generation should be 
worrying about how to sustain it." 



PROGRAM 

Sunday, July 13th 

Bohnes Hall I !:00-8:00 

Social Hour, Larsen Hall Courtyard I 5:30-6:30 

Buffet Dinner, G-01 Larsen I 6:30-7 :30 

OPENING SESSION Longfellow 100 I 7 :30-9:00 

The 1969 AAI - Introductions 
Robert B. Binswanger 

WELCOME TO THE ADVANCED 
ADMINISTRATIVE INSTITUTE 

Herold C. Hunt 
Eliot Professor of Education 
Harvard Graduate School of Education 

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION 
An Overview 

Theodore R. Sizer 
Dean 
Harvard Graduate School of Education 



~londay, July 14th 

MOllNING SEISION Hilles IJbrary, Colloquium I 9:30-11:30 

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION 
and Politics 

Mary McCarthy 
Senior 
Radcliffe College 

Coffee and Group Discussion, 10:30 

Luncheon, Holmes Hall, 12:00-1:00 

AFIEIINOON SBalON Hilles IJbrary, Colloquium I 1:00-4:00 

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION 
and the University 

Reverend Michael P. Walsh, S.J. 
President 
Fordham University 

EVENING SF.SSION HfDes Ubrary, Colloquium I 7 :30-9:00 

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION 
and Parents 

Dr. W. Walter Menninger 
Menninger Clinic 
Topeka, Kansas 



I 

' Tuesday, July 15th 

MORNING SESSION HfUes Library, Colloquium I 9:30-1130 

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION 
and Race 

Charles E. Wilson 
Director, New York City 
I.S. 201 Complex 

Coffee and Group Discussion, 10:30 

Luncheon, Holmes Hall, 12:00-1:00 

AFI'EBNOON SESS10N Hilles Library, a»lloquium I 1:00-4:00 

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION 
and Sex 

John M. Shlien 
Professor of Education 
Harvard University 

Group Discussion, 3:00 

Social Hour, Holmes Hall, 5:00-6:00 

Dinner, Holmes Hall, 6:00-7 :00 

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION 
and Religion 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 



MORNING SESSION Hilles Library, Colloquium I 2:00-4:00 

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION 
and Drugs 

Dr. Paul Allen Walters, Jr. 
Psychiatrist, 
Harvard University Health Services 

APTEBNOON SESSION Hilles Library, Colloquium I 2:00-4:00 

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION 
and Students 

Achilles Generoso 
Lee High School 
New Haven, Conn. 

Patsy R. Hill 
Job Corps Center 
Clinton, Iowa 

Group Discussion, 3:00 

Sigrid A. Strong 
Emma Willard School 
Troy, New York 

Carleton Mobley 
Harren High School 
New York, New York 

Social Hour, Holmes Hall, 5:00-6:00 

Dinner, Holmes Hall, 6:00-7:00 

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION 
and Music 
Clive J. Davis 
President 
CBS Records Division 



Thursday, July 17th 

Optional visits to Harvard Summer School Sessions 

Luncheon, Holmes Hall, 12:00-1:00 

AFTERNOON SESSION Baker Hall, Harvard Business School I 2:30-5:00 

In conjunction with the 41st Annual Harvard Summer • 
School Conference on Educational Administration 

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION 
Perspectives - Part One 

Thomas P. F. Hoving 
Director 
Metropolitan Museum of Art 

Jerry L. Avorn 
Former Editor 
The Columbia Spectator 

Julius W. Hobson 
Memb r, Board of Education 
Washington D. C. 
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Social Hour, McCulloch and Mellon 

Quadrangle I 5:30-6:15 

Dinner, Kresge Hall, 6:30-8:00 

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION 
Comments 

Dana M. Cotton 

Neil V. Sullivan 
State Commissioner of Education 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

EVENING SESSION Documentary Film: THE HIGH SCHOOL 
by Frederick Wiseman 

Commentary: 

Chris Roberts 
Gadsden 
Alabama 

Lauri Perman 
Roseville 
Minnesota 

Norman Solomon 
Silver Spring 
Maryland 

Michael Benson 
Shiprock 
New Mexico 

Joel Clifford White 
Valley Station 
Kentucky 

Mark Gerchick 
Scarsdale 
New York 

Mary Beth Allison 
Bay Village 
Ohio 

Terrance Duddy 
Bangor 
Maine 



Friday, July 18th 

MORNING SESSION Baker Hall, Harvard Business School f .15-1:00 

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION 
Perspectives - Part Two 

Richard A. Graham 
Director 
Teacher Corps 

Fred Rogers 
Educational Television 
Misterogers' Neighborhood 

Leon M. Lessinger 
Associate Commissioner 
U.S. Office of Education 

Paul Goodman 
Author 
Educational Critic 

Luncheon, Holmes Hall, 1 :30 

The Institute will adjourn until Sunday evening with the weekend free for 
informal activities. No meals will be served on Saturday or Sunday until the 
Olde Fashioned Clambake, Sunday evening, Holmes at 7:00 p.m. 



~fonclay, July 21st 

MOllNING rmION Hilles Library, Colloquium I 9:30-11:30 

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION 
and Public Opinion 

Louis Harris 
Louis Harris Associates 
New York City 

Coffee and Group Discussion, 10:30 

Luncheon, Holmes Hall, 12:00-1:00 

AFTBBNOON SESSION Hilles Library, Colloquium I 2:00-4:00 

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION 
and the City 

Richard G. Hatcher 
Mayor 
Gary, Indiana 

Gordon L. McAndrew 
Superintendent of Schools 
Gary, Indiana 

Group Discussion, 3:00 

Social Hour, Holmes Hall, 5:00-6:00 

Dinner, Holmes Hall, 6:00-7:00 

Hilles Library, Colloquium I 7 :30-9:00 

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION 
and the Church 

Right Reverend Monsignor Edward M. Connors 

Superintendent of Schools 
Archdiocese of New York 



Tuesday, July 22nd 

MORNING SESSION Hille Library, Colloquium I 9:30-11:30 

Arthur Powell 
.-\.ssociate Dean 

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION 

Small Group Discussions with 
Members of the Faculty 
of Education 

Richard Light 
Assistant Professor 

_ -oel ~lcGinn 
Lecturer on 
Education 

AFTERNOON SESSION Hules Library, Colloquium I 2:00-4:00 

Small Group Di cu ion 

r teplwn Kaa ~:u1 
f E h1 ation Din• t r f .-\chni • ·i n • 

Thl fl' i: n) en·nin~ se~sion \\'t•d1w:d:1y. Jul~- :..: . 
• 1 rm:11 a -ti\·iti 'S . 

R rt Church 
.-\ ant Professor 

choice of 



\Vednesday, July 23rd 

MOBNINGSESSION Hilles Library, Colloquium I 9:30-11:30 

Schedule to be Announced 

AFTERNOON SESSION Hilles IJbrary, Colloquium f !:00-4:00 

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION 
and the Independent School 

Richard W. Day 
Headmaster 
Phillips Exeter Academy 

EVENING SESSION Hiles Library, Colloquium I 7 :30-9:00 

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION 
and the Generation Gap 

David Riesman 
Professor of Sociology 
Harvard University 



Thursday, July 24th 

MORNING SESSION Hilles Ubrary, Colloquium I 9:30-11:30 

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION 
and School Administration 

Herold C. Hunt 
Eliot Professor of Education 
Harvard University 

Coffee and Group Discussion, 10:30 

Luncheon, Holmes Hall, 12:00-1:00 

AFTERNOON SESSION Hilles Library, Colloquium f 1:30-5:00 

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION 
and School Administration 

Small Group Discussions 
Under the leadership of 
Members and Guests of AAI 

EVENING SESSION Hiles Library, Colloquium f 7 :30-9:00 

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION 
and Education 

John H. Fischer 
President 
Teachers College, Columbia University 

• 
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Library, Colloquium I 9:30-11 :30 

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION 
in Retrospect 

Comments by Members 
of the Institute 

Remarks by Graduate 
Students in Educational 
Administration 

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION 
An Issue of the '70's 

Gerald Berlin 
Chairman, 
Massachusetts Civil Liberties Union 

Luncheon, Holmes Hall I 12:00-1:00 

The Institute will adjourn after the final luncheon 

Friday, July 25th 

I 



Institute Members 

REV. THADDEUS J. O'BRIEN, 0. CARM. 
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General Information for Institute Members 

.-\ on1n1odations for housing are available in Holmes 
Hall, Radcliffe, 58 Linnaean Street, Cambridge. Dining 
faciliti s, also in Holmes, are at the following scheduled hours: 

Breakfast - 8:00 to 9:00 a.m. 
Lunch - 12:00 to 1 :00 p.m. 
Dinner - 6: 00 to 7 :00 p.m. 

On Thursday, July 17, cocktails and dinner will be served at 
Kresge, Harvard Business School campus. On July 19 and 
Jul 20 no meals will be served. A clambake will be held on 
Sunday evening, July 20, on the lawn of Holmes Hall 
at7:00 p.m. 

All working sessions will be held in Hilles Library, 
Garden and Shepard Streets, on the Radcliffe Campus. On 
Jul 17 and 18 the Institute will be conducted at Baker Hall, 
Harvard Business School campus. 

The office of the AAI, located in the lobby of Holmes, will be 
open daily from 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. The telephone 
exchange is Ext. 500, UN iversity 8-7600. 
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THE ROLE OF JUDAIS M 

IN M Y LIFE 

Timothy J, Malik 

Religion 306 

Final Paper 
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To grasp the meaning of Judaism, one has to survey 

the principal stages of its development and its gradual growth 

through the constant interaction between the religious aspect 

and the life of the people. This interact~on, however, was un­

known to the Jews, for Judaism, in spite of its fundamental be­

lief that it is of a divinely revealed character in a more or 

less complete -form, is simultaneously a religion of life and of 

an essentally practical nature. Its purpose was to 0 ·uide, shape 

and mould the life of a group in its various phases. In turn, 

however, it too was: moulded and shaped as well as being expanded, 

due/to the role of that people in history. Thus the distinguish­

ing line between "the religious" and "the national culture" is 

no longer discernable. 

Judaism, therefore, is a cultural, as well as revealed t 

reli gion. Also, although it attempts to delare a universality 
A 

{"These are the laws of all people"), it still retains its mys-

tical particularity of being a "Chosen People." Thus, for these 

two reasons, I, .as an American, Roman Catholic, cannot, · in any 

way, relate to it directly. However, it does aff ect me indirectly. 

Judais m, the reli gion of the Bible, is the classical 

paradigm of a God-made religion. It is the assertion, not the 

philosophical proof, that God exists and that He has s poken to 

man, gi ving him clues to the road that he must follow. Its de­

fense against the criticism of r evealed religion in the name of 
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reason and science is a re-enforcing factor to the base elements 
of my reli gion. 

Juda ism constructs its pr esent out of a memory reaching 
back to Abraham and looking forward to the Messianic a ge for 
humanity as a whole. For this reason it could further relate to 
me indirectly since it embodies many of my ideals, the hope of 
Catholicism---spiritual brotherhood and a Second Coming. 

Judaism's fortitude and perserverance under the progro~1s 
of anti-Semitism could be further fortifing to my Christian morals, 
and thus once a gain affect me indirectly. Surly one cannot dis­
a gree that the morals of these two religions would compliment each 
other if the doctrinal barriers were overlooked. 

Israel, Zionism, the .turbulent Mid-East situati_on, and 
the role of the United States in it may also have an affect on 
my life, Only the future holds the answer. However, it would 
be futile to speculate on the future .and such a situation. The 
present and what I know to be reality is much more important • . 
What affects me immediatly should be the question~ •. 

I live in a predominantly Catholi~, white, . suburbian section 
of Cleveland (located near Parma) in which I have few daily aquant­
ances with Jews. Thus, materially, Judaism does not aff ect me. 
Religiously, it is contrary to all my beliefs, if to be disbeliev-
ing is to be contrary. (I don 't feel it would be expedient to 
expand on the beliefs of Catholicism, since they are well known, 
but merely to state that dootrinarly and theologically they do not 
correspond.} Thus the role of Judaism in my life is minute, if at all 
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discernable. It may relate to me indirectly, but culturally and 

religiously it will always be alien. This is conversely implied 

in the old axiom-~~"Every child or a Jewish mother is a Jew or 

Jewesa." 



Mary Turk 
Religion 306 
Rabbi Silver 
June 2., 1969 

I greatly doubt that Judaism will have any influence n my future. There 

are only two possible ways that it would affect my life-if I lived in a Jewis 

c mmunity or if I married a Jew. 

If I lived in a Jewis~ community, tne influence w uld bes cial rataer 

tnan religious. As in any culture different from mine, I w uld want to 

know their cust ms s that I could h n rt em. Fr example, I would ot serve 

beef for a dinner with Hindus n ~ w uld I serve pork fr a di er with Jews. 

I w uld pr bably mark some of tneir religious holidays on tae s cial level. 

How much the culture w uld influence me w uld depend. on a w "Jewis " the 

community was, how much I was involved in the community, and bow maap Jewish 

friends I had. For the p:ist tnree years here at sen 1 I have lived in what 

will most likely prove to be the most Jewish community I will ever live in 

and this was n t very "Jewish". 

Of curse, Judaism w uld. mea a great deal to me if I married a Jew. I 

would want to know all abut the religi n of Ju4aism s that I ccul4 teach it 

to my children. Here again, the degree depends upon t e degree of the"Jewish­

ness" of my husband. 

Not being a pr phet, I cann t really say what will happea. Religion as 

a religion means nothing to me. Ging to a claurc rt a synag ge makes n 

d.iffereace as I n t think I will g te either. I believe in a Geel and I 

believe taat tnat is en ugh. Anyway, it is e ugh for me at the preset. I 

really can ot say what I will believe in the future. 



Dear Rabbi Silver, 

You asked for a final paper answering the queetion,'Who em I?' 'Whet is Judaism 
historically and existentially?' end how do these questions relate in answering 
what role Judaism can or might play in my life. Y.- aleo eeia 1'ne, if I wrote & 
very ggoa pe:per, 

:£101 n flue l g1 sde ia +she eua1 es. 

In various psych courses we learn that only the young end the psychotic can't 
answer~ 

1
Who am I? 1 I don 't fit the first cotagory and wonder occasionally if I 

m ght qualify for the latter, for I've been wrestling long and hard with these uestione. 
I know I am Ruth Baker, born Ruth Blondes. Primarily I am a wife who loves her 
husband very deeply. I know I em a mother to my sons who ere the most precious part 
of me. I em a daughter, sister, neice, aunt, cousin, daughter-in-law• I am a Jew 
with deep pride in Judaism and yet I express my Jewishness rather then Judeie.m in 
the way I live. I know I am en American and feel thenk:fulneae that I am, end yet 
I feel that 1

it can happen here•. I am an adult member of our conmn.inity and feel 
e responsibility to help inch it along the path toward a better home for all of us, 
while fe e ling frustration at the same time that the people in the community move so 
a lowly and more often then not, move backward. I am a register d nurse ith goale 
toward helping those I oan toward optimal health while wondering why more don't 
help themselves. I em a student trying to learn more weye to help with the helping 
process and I wonder if I am learning or just filling requirements. I am a member 
of Park Synagogue, impatient with myself for using the Synagogue only ea a means 
for educating my children, while I wonder if the Synagogue is really trying to 
meaningfully relate to my family. Thie doesn 't really enewere 'fuo em I?'. It 
tells to whom and what I relate. Is this what •1·'ho em I?' means? 

In your class I have learned that historically Judaism is or cen be a religion, 
with or without supernatual overtones,. It hes been regarded es e culture, e civili­

zation, a race, a people, e way or life, a means to en end , an end in itself, a 
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humanism or en essenee • 

What Judaism i s existentia l ly or how it relates to me is another que stion 

I have no answer• for . I f eel I am a Jei but find it impossible to aey what makes 

me feel I am a Jew. I feel e gut level pride in being a Jew and wonder if the pride 

comes fi:,om the great ethical tra ditions of Judaism, the 1Jewishnees I way of life or 

•• pride in the marve l of Isreal or in my fellow Jews or maybe in a combination 

of e 11 of this . I wonder if the hypocrisy I see so plainly in the other ' great 

religions 1 i s present in mine . It could be like aee ing a child es a spoile d brat 

whose mother sees ea practically perfect. I can sec so many fallacies , dangerous 

teachinge and inhumane pracices in Christianity. Are they pre sent in Judaism and 

invis ible to met I see some problem areas such es the divorce law in Isreal, the 

vengence of the !iblical Jew end the aggreeive ostentation of the mode rn suberben 

Jew. I know t he re are many othe r inequities and yet none come close to carrying 

the unbelievable horror to eo many people throughout so many age s ea do some of the 

decrees from the Catholic Church . 

Judaism relate s to me through the way it r e lates to my husband and children • 

.J.t. 
My husband, who ha d 1! tra ditional educati on an d exposure of a Ceneervetive Jew, 

thinks of himself as an atheist while insisting on the same type of education for 

his sons . The children view the spnogogue with distaste end bore dom and fight 

against going both to Hebrew school and to service s . They have never been threatened 
a leek of 

ee Jews end I 1m eurethey regard their Judaism or Jewishnes s with ae much/deepne s s 

of feeling as they regard living in eny particular city. I f eel their education in 

J ewish his tory end in the Hebrew language i s unimportant now. In cour ses taken in 

one or two yeare of college they could learn as mu.ch and learn it better then 7 years 

of Sunday and Hebrew schools . What they need to learn now i s how to fe e l ee Jews , 

how to prey ae Jews, how to be proud ea Jews, what a Jew is and whet part be ing a 

Jew answers their "Who am I?" They have to learn that only the most unusual people 

in the world are lucky enough to have e s much as one truly original thought in their 

whole lives. The rejection of the old is at be At a different mixture of the same ideas . 



• 
I went them to learn that the best ide6e come from our heritage. But how can I 

expect Park Synagogue Rabbis and teachers to teach them these things when their 

father and I don't really know them. And then again, maybe ttey are learning theee 
-,11,,, 

things now and they will only understand J:t later with maturity. 

Judaism has to meen more to us thaa the endless ulcer producing car pools• 

the pushing for acceptable grades and decent behavior in Hebrew school. It hee to 

mean more than Synagogue attendance on the High Holy Daye , Ber Mitzv4he end Yorsitee. 

It hes to mean more than annual contributions to the JWF, the buying of trees in 

Isreal and membership in ORT and B1nei Brith. It must mean more than living in a 
"fc 1111 f '1 c 

Jewish suburb, having Jewish friends, telling Jewish jokes end_., Solomon I a on Satur-

day night. I wonder if the only times my deepest feelings as a Jew are felt are 

when reading of the holocast or all of Jewieh h i story for that matter. I wonder too 
its 

if our only relationship to the etate of I ereel i s frevently hoping for/survival 

end trying to save enough money to visit there as tourists. 

The quality and quantity of this kind of Judaism doesn 't fill the need I. fe e l 

is in me but why, when I feel ea I do, em I unable to reach out for the so much more 

I know ie the re? 

I will say that this course, while ad ding to the load of confus ing queetione I 

already carried around unanswered, did teach me that while the search itself might 

~ ~ 
yeild no answere, maybe the search itself w,e.e the answer. 

Since re ly your e, 

~f&i;) 
uth Baker 
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' Susan Elaine Brown 

t present I feel that my tie with Judaism is based 

more ·on emotion than sterile thought and analysis as to 

exactly why 1 believe what I believe. Although many would 

not find my peliefs emotionally satisfying or withatanding 

the test of their reason, this does not upset me. ach in­

divi.dual is born at a certain moment in time, and into a 

particular environmeTII: which molds his ideas and beliefs. ome 

will choose to deny what they have been born into, others 

will choese to question anddiscard that which they have dis­

covered to have no meaning in their lives, and then there are 

those who accept all that has neatly been set before them 

without question or consideration. I would have to place 

myself in the second category. 

~ regard myself as a Jew for various reasons - the be-

lief in the oneness ofGod, the belief in the sanctity of life 

in the ·hear and no·w - not projecting a,.d preparing for tre 

afterlife, the beauty and worth which l find in many of the 

ceremomies, pride in my herita8e, the belief in the immor­

tali t y of the soul, the importance given to learnin, sen­

sitivity, and awareness as expressed in the 'l'orah. l'hese 

thin,r-s all m ve deep meaning to me and allow me to consider 

myself a member of a great culture, religion, and civiliza-

tion. ~venthough the ethics, which Judaism preaches can be 
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achieved , ithout being a Jetv, the other attachments which hold 

me to the faith r· ... , ,;-1ould not permit me to abandon it; 

nor do l. have any desire to do so. The belief in • ·heaven 

and hell ·was one ·which always frightened and disturbed me ; 

in the Jewish relgion this belief does not exist. ther, 

emp~ asis is placed upon leading a good and virtuous life, 

whic _ in and of itself is re'tv'arding. To me there is great 

strength · ·and security in the Jewish religion. The concept 

th~t each man is responsible for his own actions, th01ghts 

and salvation is quite sensible to me . In Christianity the 

doctrine of original sin is a very puzzling guilt ridden one, 

and does not allo» the individual to act and function to his 

fulle s t degree . Also the Jews do not regard sex as sinful 

and lustful, but as part of nature itself, of which Go • 1.S 

t e creator . My imas e of God has matured tchanged) over the 

years, and I have come to regard God as a power . rather than 

an entity to which~ attribute human characteristics. 

My beliefs t~1ill undoubtedly be shaped by ne-i;v e:>q?eriences• 

I have not stopped questionin nor do I think I will ever 

arrive at the point where I am not , but,I believe the r e alm 

from ,...,hich I vi ll be opera: ing wi thi , t hat being the 

real of Judaism, has already been established. 
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Judaia■, to me, stands aa a discipline to which I haTe f'inall7 

relented. The struggle, not o•• ot phyaioal violenoe, bas been one 

of a more grueling ·nature ••• that of bitternees. As a ohild I was 

aware and interested in that thiag called Judaiam1 before I was 

old enougk to understand the malignant entitie• of ,anti-eemetis■", 

"kike", or minority grou~. I did not, as a child, ha.Te the insight 

te transfer ~ible tales to lessons of lif'e and the meaning of the 

prayers were lost in the earnest attempt to pronounce the Hebrew 

words oorrectly-. Remembrances of tepid milk and gx-aha.11 oraclcers, 

endless en07olopedia reports oonoerning people I have since nenr 

needed te know about an~ llabbi ~•• fiftieth birthcla;r celebl'Ba-::. 

tien are the only memories that have lasted. Taere was, of course, 

confirmation, something that I considered more auspicious than most 

of my fellow cenfirmands. 'I'lle 111eaning of even that o coaesien left 

me also aa I embarked on late adolesence, detesting Pli•C!Ht f'l JllC's 

1-.noing School and wanting ealy- the blend hair, blue e7ee and sepa­

istieated.popularit7 ot the Oentile Prem Queens I envied. 

Judaism seemed to me a one-va.7 ordeal. Either 7ou were the 

"Corky and Len117 Jet Set" or you were Gentile. I reoegnised no 

nuance, no digni t7 of aD7 form of Judaism. I learned the Hail Mary 

and skulked around ohuroh Youth 02'9upa. I was a orumm7 kid. tet 

eTery night I prayed to a 0.d I was afraid to forsake alezw with 

the religion I had so thoughtleesl7 di,oarded. I knew, ■omehov that 
I 

the two oould not be mutuall7 exclusive. 
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Unfortunately I have not had any great revelation to show me the 

un~ing bond between Judaiaa and Oed. I still accept only part of 

both. I haTe neTer obaen-ed the rituals of Jude.is■, 110stly because, 

besides Hanukah candles and 11atso at PasaeTer,_ 11) fa11il7 obeerTed 

no rituals. I would feel hypocritical now, beginning to obeen-e 

ritual which has neTer beu a pa.rt of my life. If, when I am married 

• and raising my own family I initiate these rituals, it will be only 

to instill such observances in my children so that as adults they 

will not be met with my current dilemma. They will be able to con­

tinue or t. stop. 

~t ritual does not make a religion, it merely enhances religion. 

I am living within a Judaism that I have altered to fit my needs, 

although I haye surely. been granted no divine sanction to do so. I 

have fit llJ"Self' into a comfortable ty--oe of ··religion that I am 

neither ashaaed nor proud of. The temple plays a minimum role and 

though I .do not outwardly cele\,ra. te the holidays, I o bse:rve them in 

a personally quiet manner. · I can feel the awe of PassoTer, the re­

newal of Suocoe, the Joy of Bosh Haehonah vi thout crowding myself inrle 

the temple sanctuary with the l e dies in their designer ooat and dress 

ensembles and the gra,-ing but vealthT husbands in tow, sporting Bill 

Blas.a suits. Xy Judaism i• private. 

A not1d ia\M)i eaoe aeltei •• :¥he:t Jj ,., a»27J£ J;g U aJhladt .cp.d­

Ut1'ed· ·beatttea'r,'"7'ewtia.r rottrr~ :nrr-Fl~ffl~!r"'!t.rTrf1m!tf ... tiB~!l!l.-.11Nae 

thaD~mJa..-..:lLil-...... i.a.. ... ..-Mli-.,i._ ... _.~_,.-PWI,,....,.. 

-&l:PA Th• ~Jeviah Moth.er" image is one rq pri-

n te Judaism could do nicely without. It, when I am granted the priv- . 



ilege ot tf's"Oring, I am concerned, worried and constantly aware of 

the welfare of my ohildren, and if' this is a Jewish Mother, I will not 

be miffed if I am so labeled. I see little chance of developing a 

Yiddish accent at this la, te date and I only pray tha t I will not 
1ft \ 

oompell my daughters to seek "messes and messes of young ~.n.•s. or 

even a C.P.A.". I hope only to deviate from the hackneyed stereotype 

by being understanding and having the power to allow my children the 

privilege of mElking their own decisions a lthough "with years of exper­

ience" I may forsee ultimate disaster. Of course, talk is easy. 

The concept of God in traditional Judaism is not one I can 

wholly accept. I cannot belieTe that God is as all-powerful as He is 

exalted to be, yet I still capitalize his name. I hold Him in rev­

erence and dignity ae an intangible element aboTe man, an idea to 

keep us from bei~ afraid. I am a coward and not at all ready to 

put full faith in man •.• thus God to me is a methodic director of f a te 

and overse-er of life. I pray not for myself but for the world. God 

cannot work as a pers•nal Ood for each manJ He must direct major 

events rather tha,n individual lives. Ood is a comfort I cannot lin 
., 

without although I have found considerable trouble living with Him. 

Sometimes it just seems like, "Let God put YOU in the driver's seat.'' 

As an individu~J. I must adapt both God and Judaism into my own life, 

giving , taking and fitting in so that I can be a reasonable ooa­

pe. sionate, thoughtful person. 

I,11::151it1 ••••, my concept of Ood and Judais■ may easily change 

as I grow older and become more a~uainted with the comedy of life. 

I oannot say that I will become more devout, but I believe that I rill 



• • 

' . 

neTer relinquish that small part of Judaism with which I now in-

-vol Te DQTself ••• a li:fe oa.nnot be lived in oonfidenoe 1ri. thout the guide­

lines religion offers to enhance the true dignity of man's human 

estate. 



To ask what role Judaism has play~d in my past is to 

conjure up many memories of earlier life and, also, to prompt 

a good deal of soul-searching. Seriously, though, perhaps it is 

just about time ·that I took account of myself in many ways; what 

with the nerve-wracking pace of university life (and pre-m d to 

boot!) it is all too easy to losP. sight of much of oneself. 

College life does have one important advantagP: it 

allows one to live in close contact with many others of varying 

backgrounds, and to air and share opinions with a wide selection 

of other minds, thereby achieving a much broader and possibly 

more correct perspective on life in general. Through countless 

debates as to many phases of religious belief, ~specially the 

practicality, the usefulness of modern'brganized" religion, 

one feeling in particular has struck me. Although my parents 

have rP.ared me in a conservative Jewish home, with two sets 

of dishes and silverware, "mizoozim" on the doorposts, and thta. 

Kiddueh and Hamotzi on Friday ~venings, and although I managed 

through th~ full extent of H~brew school and Confirmation 

classes, regular attendance · at Friday evening services, and 

the donning of the Talia and Tefillin with my father regularly 

every Sunday morning that I am home, I still feel something 

lacking-= an uneasy feeling. I can recall the topic of the 

sermon delivered, I believe, at my Hebrew school graduation 

ceremonies, speaking about letting Judaism within oneself, not 

keeping it closed outside. Perhaps this is the fault; perhaps 

.. 



all my exposure to Judaism has been lost, due to my failure to 

involve myself wholeheartedly. Until now it seems Judaism has 

been a kind of insistent, demanding force, an authoritarian 

voice with its "Thou shalt's" and "Thou shalt not's," but I have 

remained outside, aloof. It has been, · for all intents and purposes, 

merely an exercise which one can either assign to a certain time 

and place, or can avoid altogether. The whole business has become 

terribly mechanical. To my way of thinking, this is not the 

essence of what a religion -- least of all Judaism -- should be. 

Personally, I believe that Judaism, in its truest, fulleet sense, 

must be felt deeply, must command absolute devotion, must enter 

the individual and become one and the same with him. Yet within 

a world that offers so much to compete with the time and effort 

involved in being a religious Jew, such closeness . with the reli­

gion is a scarce commodity. 

This is my true feeling. Unfortunately, it is not as 

easy to suggest a remedy for my "aloofness." Many have told m~ 

that a medical profession in itself will conflict with my Juda­

ism (the religion versus science argument). Yet I have two close 

relatives who have long been practicing physicians, while still 

remaining in intimate contact with the Jewish way of life. Or 

then again, why would it be the overriding ambition of the Jew­

ish mother, neurotic as she is, to have her son one day don the 

garb of the medical profession? 

Many have said they neede§o "organized• religion; they 



simply prayed whenever they needed something. If their prayers 

were answered, they drew a little closer to Judaism; if their 

prayers went unheard, they just pulled a little farther away. 

In this same vein are those who spend more time preparing for 
. 

Bar. .-Mitzvahs and Confirmation celebrations than they do in pre-

paring for their roles in the ceremony itself; to them, religion 

is nothing more than a commercial enterprise, to be gauged by the 

amount of returns in the form of gifts from relatives and friends. 

They are., in truth, putting on a show and expecting a good reward -
for their efforts. As for myself, _I can truthfully say that my 

Bar Mitzvah and Confirmation were significant and meaningful to 

me, in marking certain stages of my spritiual and educational 

life. Perhaps I was in the minority with this feeling. 

What role will Judaism play in my future? Obviously, 

I cannot now say. However, I can say that I am presently very 

devoted to my education and to the realization of my own medi­

cal practice. However, personally, I cannot see a great rift 

growing between my religious self and my medical self. Perhaps 
I 

it is significant that I have chosen for myself a career in ~sy-

chiatry, a medical field which, basically, combines the scientif­

ic search for the nature of the universe with the psychology­

based nature of man. I fully believe that I shall find no prob­

lem in maintaining my Jewish beliefs, even if somewhat on ales­

ser than full sc·a1e. I also believe that, for me, medicine and 
<:..l,AM. 

religionAcomplement each other to result in a meaningful and ful-

filling life. 



(PeEb,~ps this paper does not, as a whole, answer the assigned 
...... ' 

qu~etion in "'' 'tn ·- .. ~~pected manner. If what 
.... ,,.,... 

• •. r.~r, ct-· 

ing report of the many ····t"im&ai-- thl!lt JWM~rm 
"'°-·~·-~:.. .. . 

has stirred my soul and 
• .: .;::,;.....;" ·:,. 

4..df'l~~-.- e, then ... ~A.l;.;.:fraid the paper 
.. . 

aroused me to a far 
(' 'tl;/j . ., 

much shorter. If what ~ in-
~~ . would have 

. . , 

of whether I believe in God or not [or ot~~ 

si • r theological questions), then again I have missed the idea. 

My feelings towards Judaism are, as mentioned in the paper, like 

that of a man watching a mob he has be~n somewhat involved with in 

the past; he watches the mob stirring for action, yet remains 

aloof, not because he does not hold the same views as the mob, t. -· 

but because he must consider other·v things for which he has worked 

and to which h~ is devoted. He takes inactive part in their acti­

vities; he may even see the possible rewards of such action, rewards 

which he too may b~ seeking, but he remains on the! periphery, con­

templating whether or not to join whioleheartedly.) 

I • 



., 

To determine the role of Judaism in my life is 

indeed a diff icult task, one at which I have recently spent 

a great deal o-- time and thought. In attempting such a de ­

termination I have considered Judaic influences on me f irst 
1 

historically , and then e xistentially. 

Being brought up in a Jewish rome and attending a 

oonservative syn.ago ue I c~n £eel my Jewish heritage nharply. 

My attitudes, ambitions and perhcps many of my subconscious 

drives can be traced to this heritage . These are traits that 

all Jews have no matter what the degree of their religious 

observance is. People,two,and even three generations removed 

f rom any religious observance in spite of their protests,still 

know what it is to be a Jew due to S:>mething intangible bred 

into the f amily lines. This is not to be mistaken for something 

genetic for it is inbred a :ter birth. There is also the more 

tangible heritage which manifests itself in t ~~e traditions 

which I observe. Just as my parents sent me1 so tooJwill I 

send my children to Hebrew or unday school to learn of their 

history. Thus they will be able to understand some oft e 
I 

inbred intangibles they inherit as Jews. To insure a proper 

atmosphere of religious training for my c1ildren, Judaism 



will also play a strong role in my selection of a mate. 

All of these aspects of history and tradition I do not 

find hard to accept. 

However, scientifically I find it difficult to accept , 
the existential aspects o Judaism. Aside from my religious 

training I was primarily educated in the school of natural 

sciences. From this viewpoint of chemistry and biology, it 

is hard to comprehend the concept of man as a cre ature of 

God without solid proof. I cannot accept this idea on f aith 

alone due to my training. Thus, the role of Judaism becomes 

subject to question. One can learn the history and even the 

traditions of a people but he cannot be made to accept the 

concept of God as a reality. This is the basis of my problem. 

How can one observe the laws of a religfun if he is not even 

sure of the foundation upon which the religion is built; a 

belief in God. I can at times be righteous and 'good' and 

not receive a single benefit, whereas other times I may 

commit 'bad' acts and be better off. ~ome may say that it 

is a sense of having done right that is the reward for being 

good, but this appears merely as a rationalization. Vroch of · 

the f ault for this may lie in modern materialism.~f,heing 

brought up in a materialistic period I feel that this is a 

rationalization. 



When asked ''what is t e role of Judaism in my life" 

I can point to the history and •ame traditi. ons as being . 

acceptable. On the other hand, the existential aspect is , 

me.rely a large area of doubt in my mind,~~~1 the· religious 

explanations of God seem inadequate. I can only say that 
A~ ~~\ -.. 

I am unsure. Since t he existential~are more important to 

me than the history the role of the traditions is subsequently 

lessened. 

one of my purposes for taking this course was to 

understand my identity as a Jew. None of my doubts have 

been erased and as a matter of fact a few more have been 

raised. However, for as long as I consider many of these 
w :1\ .,. • 

questions Judaismflplay· a . large role in my life. 
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I am a Jew. Thw is a fact that I am very conscious 
ot and also very proud of. Because Judaism has always been 
an important part ot my life, it has formed at least a part 
of my identity. 

My parents, although they are far from strictly ob-
c-servant, have shown all of us children the imifrtance that 

they p\p.t.c. in Judaism. There were ali-: Ways some concrete 

observances 1n our home that tied us to Judaism, such as 
lighting the candles on Friday night, having a special 

Sabbath dinner, observing Passover, and many more. All 

ot these concrete things were alsways linked to the more 
abstract principles of Judaism. I have felt that many of 
the things that go into forming a good person also go into 
forming a good Jew, but there was also more. Being a Jew 
separated ·me from the general population. It is a separa­
tion that is partially forced :from without but also some­
thing that was self imposed. It was a separation~ot to 

~ttT be ashamed of but to be proud of because ij stood tor some-
thing that was special, good, and to be proud of. Being a 
Jew, I learned,linked me to a people with a past. Thjs 

past includes much suffering, but this suffering had to be 
~\..'1: accepted because they were suffering for something 'bllat they 

believed was right, and worth suffering for. Because of 

this larger identity, the Jewish family, there was an obliga­
tion tb this larger family! There was an obligation to help 
the members of our family, such as giving money to the United 

. Jewish ~p~al, Israel Eaergency Fund, and the Rabbi's tund 

to help. -the poor. -These were obligations but obliga~ions 



that are pertoraed willingly . 
. 

I first learned about and experienced Jud•imn in 

117 home. I then entered into Hebrew aohool and the syna­

gogue life. At this time I enjoyed services but got rela­

tively little out of Hebrew school. I didn't yet under­

stand- or even know of much of Judaism. I progressed quick-• 

ly through my membership in United Synaaogue Youth. By this 

age Iwas interested in knowing more of Judaism, 1n question­

ing and trying to understand. I was now in High School and 

was intellectually ready for this. During t1~es when I was 

acting as a .member of this organization I was forced to ob­

serve the rules of Judaism more strictly than I had ever 

done before. But the more I followed these observances the 

more I saw much of their relevance and "enjoyed" performing 

them. During this period I happened to date only boys from 

this youth group, and consequently, only Jewish boys. I 

began to realize how important this was for me, not simply 

as a rule imposed by JQ' parents but as something that I 

wanted to do tor myself. As Judaism gained in .importance 

to me I realized that this would be an impa,rtance that I 
' 

wanted to be permanent. As Judaism grew in meaningfulness 

to me, I knew that it must also have meaningfulness to my 

husband. 

tind it frustrating when I see so many Jews that 

kriow little about their Judaism and oonsequantly teel lit­

tle or no meaningfulness in it. At this stage in 117 reeling 

tor Judaism, these observations do not shake~ faith. But 

it upsets me because I wish that more people. could see the 



✓ • 
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beauty and meaningfulness that I see 1n Judaism. It seems 
11ke such a right thing to ·. em t~t· I · would like many more 

people to see it . 
.----

I am now a relatively observant Jew. I observe much 

but not all of Kashrut and the laws connected with the sab­

bath. 1 · have found that these observances can cause incon­

venience but they are now meaningful enough_and important 

enough to ·me that they are worth the inconvenience caused 

by their observance. I have adapted some of the law.a to 

tit what is important and meaningful to me personally. 

For instance the laws of Kashrut, when I go to a restaurant 

I only order dairy, but when I go to someone's home I eat 

~eat that isn't kosher as long as 1t is not one of the 

prohibited foods but don't mix milk and meat, I eat the 

same way in the dorm at school. My reasons for these may 

seem to be rationalization and I may seem extremely hypo­

critical but they make sense to me. In another person's 

home I do not want to go out of my way to make them feel 

uncomfortable, this together with other reasons makes it 

more important tor me to adjust my rules than to follow 

the laws strictly. I consider the dorm as my home, and a 

home where I have no control over the food that is served. 

In an individual's home, if there is nothing that can be 

done, I feel that the individual must adapt on small items. 

On the Sabbath laws I make relatively few changes because 

this is something that I have complete control over and 

affects only me. Through these rule changes or adaptations 

I retain the basic meaningfulness o:r the laws tor me, while 



,., . . • -4-

making them praot1cly tit into my lite. 

Judaism. to me must be a way ot lite, it can not be 

practiced as a one day a week religion. Thts tact that 1t 

1s a total way ot lite is a part of the reason that 1t has ... 

so much meaning for me. Judaism is and shall aiways be im­

portant to me. In pa.rt, Judaism torms my way ot life. 



Judy Reiss 

The Role of Juda ism in My Life 

In attempting to de s cribe the role of Juda is~ in my life, 

I am struck by the f act tI1a t Juda ism is one of t he .nost impor­

tant aspects of my existence. Judaism, however vague and super­

fici8l noti on I 11ay have of it, is already dee ·,ly rooted in my 

being . Therefore, it is bound to a f f ect my l ife and color ny 

thinking ~hether consciously or not. I have not yet be en a ble 

to determi ne one unified "role" that Judaism hs s for me, and 

perhaps it will not become clea r until mu~ch later in my life. 

However, I am awar e of many Jewish impressi ons, ideas , and 

feelings and will a ttempt to cla rify some of these. 

It is precisel~ the r a ther "vague" aspects of Judaism tha t 

contain the most neaning for me, and thus are most significant, 

such a childhood hssociations und sentimenta l and nostalgic 

a ttitudes towa rds Jewish t hings. It is dif f icult to describe 

clea ly or analyze these per~onal elements of Juda ism because 

they are pri 11arily e otions and akin to such feeli ngs a s those 

evoked by music, powerful but only partially definable. An 

:-.ncieniprayer , a heated discussion between Jew s , or a Yem,.nite 

ong have all deeply stirred ~eon occasion. Evens e~ingly 

insignificant ele Ti ents of Jud r ism, but associ a ted with early 

memor ies of my childhood ac0uire meaning such as bagels, a 

fairy t~le b~ Milt Gross, or t ~e sight of a Yiddish newspaper 

which I myself can't read. Si 1nila rly, w.t en I visit rela tives 

who have not beco.1 e thoroughl y Americ '"' nized, a sense of belonging 

and "dej a Vu'' engulfs me. The,.;Je e motional responses a re, then, 

my strongest tie to Judaism. 

The e~oti onal &nd psychological aspects of Jud~ism are 

likewise important bee use they increase and vitalize y interest 

in Jewish ideas and hi st0ry a a whole. Especially, a s I seek 

to establish personal v l ues and ideals t i 1e 
1 impressions I have 



• 

-c..-

a s to Jewish conceptions of human purpose end mors lity become 

crucial. I~ it were possible to discover and identify with one 

"true" wa.y forming tr:ese values would be fairly simple. However, 

the spectrum of Jewish thought is manifold and multi-colortd, 

constai1tly ch&nging and molding itself to va ri ous events and 

peri ods. Thus, even within the li .1: its of Jud a.ism, the indi-

vidual l S confronted with baffling choice of idea s. However 
' 

tt e study of tr e Jewish struggle to gra s p the mean1n "' of life 

helps to guide one in developing his own ide~s. 

Tne most fund amenta l basis of Juds ism, tnat is, the a s s ump­

tion of the existence of God, at tne pre ent time does not 

trouble me excessively . Since childhood I have believed t ba t 

God exists, though I don't re ·nember t t1e origin of tha t belief . 

Al t hough the question of t ~e existence of God does rft obse " S .ne, 

I think that I would be snocked if I were to find out tha t 

He did no t ex i s t . To , r e , however , the i- o c- t imp or t an t ct s p e ct 

of the Jewish conception of God is th&t it represents a hum~n 

ide a l of perfec1i Jn . Ttus, whethe r he exists in rea lity is 

seconda ry to the f 8.ct tLa t ri:c::1n Wd. S ;·, ble to conceive of a per­

fect being and strive to imi t· t e Hi m. Furthermore , God is the 

"anchorj ng idea'' to which ~ ide ' s "of justice and mora lity a re 

fa 0 tened. T11 e J·ewish pas i on f or justice, a exemplified by 

Moses ana the prophets, is its grea est ac~e1::; ent. 

Judaism is i 1nportant i m m.Y life from a sociological and 

historica l point of view. The experiencE of my "group~' that 

is, my fe11'ti- Jews 
I 
in recent history ha c- ha d a co11iplex efr· ct 

on me both a s a Jew and a human being. As a Jew it ha Q il­

lustrat ed the import~nce of an external label such as Jew 

whi ch
1 

as &n individua l and the ce u ter of my world ,J am not 

always so aw,re of. Etched 1n my 1r ind as t .h e supre , :e hor r or 

I ~ssoci a te other instances of inhumanity such a s the ✓ietnamese 
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Wa.r w i tr it. As I g1·ov, older I feel t J s, t it hci ~ be come in­

cre' singly incomprehensible and horrible . Finally, it has made 

me re~l i ~e t e necessity of & orotherhooa o .nan as t ne suprene 

v lue, so th&t the human race c n survive. 

Furthermore I am indebted to Judais1 for ~~ ki ng 

the world a le s s lonely pl&ce. As h link with a re mote 

and distant p~st it excites ~y i ~agination. Also it has 

given me a ricn cultural heritage with which I can identify. 

Judaic culture, however smal l an a illount of which I may 

personally become a cquainted with, will ho pefully be a life­

long source of inspira tion. 

These t1en are some of t ne roles of Juda ism in my life . 

I feel tha t Juda ism, while not in itself providing an answer 

LO the complica t ed experiences and problems of life, neverthe­

less, in its emphasis on the va lue of human life and pea.ce1 leads 

in the right direction . 
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I see myself as an heir o Jewish herit~ge . Heritage to me is a set of his·­

torical traditions which tell me where I came from and where I stand; I also 

see Jewish herita~e as an emphasis on Zionism and social activism. With such an 

understanding in mind, I can see for example that American Jews should play an 

"activist O role in comtemporar ~ social problems. The Jew must realize that he 

must ally himself with the black man not as the condescen<ii.ncr "white liberal" 

who dashes off his annual check to the NAACP at Chanukah time. Instead the 

American Jew of 1969, no matter how well off he may be, must be aware that 

once upon a time his father or grandfather suffered t he s ame kind of systema-
I ' 

( .Je,.,ty' ,.,. 

tized sooial and economic discriminatio as the Negro in the Pale of Poland. 

By referine to his nreligious historicaln past, the Jew can understand the 

black man's plight and feel his suffering. 

Jewish history has compelled me to understand the need and importance 

of the State of Israel. After two thousand years filled with physical and 

cultural ~enocide (if one excuses the passionate rhetoric), a Jew from Soviet 

Russia or from the mellah in Al giers has known little in his lifetime but per­

sonal degredation. Zionism is literally the ingatherin of the exiles and it 

provides a pl~e where a Jew can walk with dignity . As a Jew who happens to 

feel somewhat "secure" i the Diaspora, m1.r political Zion is ri ht here in 

America. I must confess that I have never known blatant anti-semetism save 

for the polite lily-white c~npesc
1
ens·on of WASPs who "tolerated 11 my pre scence 

,n,. ()~ • 11 orttDo 

among their children. I see Zionism as a necessi ty for it gives the oppressed 

Jew a new lease on life. 

In seeing how else Judaism plays a me~ningful role in nw life, I wish to 

make an unlikely but truly relevant comparison of Judaism with psychoana.i;9:sis 

' vis-a -vis their aims . Both ,Judaism and psychoanalysis hope to have an individual 
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beoome "totally 'immersed• in life" because both "faiths" believe that one can 

find fulfilment in this life. Psychoanalysis affords Man the opportunity of 

seeing hinlselt as he really is and forces him to eradicate psuedo perceptions 

of himself. In other words, it provides hi m with an in depth understanding 

of his limitations and potential qualities. The analyst and his patient work 

together in developping those potential qualities which will give the patient 

enough strength and foresight ill successfully comba~ing his trials. Further­

more psychoanalysis is not to be regarded as an apocalyptical adventure where 
, 

the pa1'ent receives a vast reservoir of wisdom. Judaism as well does not hold 

any pretenses to attempt such endeavors; instead it recognizes Man's limitations 

and sets direction for him to make use of his potential. 

I see the essence of Judaism as a set of directions and precepts of which 

the Jew can gain some conception of his role in an often chaotic but still prom-

ising world. Torah which can be described as both "teaching" and "law" provides 

the process in which Man can at least search for clear insights into his nature. 

" '• •• 1 You shall teach them the statutes and the decisions and make them know the 

way in which they must walk and what they must do'•••"' (Ex.18:20) feQR& on pa 2:e 

1.:::!' WA••• 11[is#s7 Pfffpred. Hopefully, some of the precepts of the 'llorah and 

the Halachah tradition as well as the martyrdoms of Hanna Senesch, Andrew Good­

man and even the wit of Gertrude Berg can at least offer me a spark of an in­

sight into the noble endeavors and absurdities of life. By its very implication, 

Judaism does not expect Man to gain the answers to the ultimate ntrsteries of life 

or be imbued with all the fruits ot human knowledge. But although his not ex-

\\ 
pect ed to reach these goals, Man's very striving after them" provides hill with 

the best possible means of understanding pimself. 

However, my- greatest problem with rrry- relationship to Judaism is not whether 
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I feel insecure in my- identity as a Jew: I happen to feel quite at ease in ac­

cepting my religious heritage. But what I wish to avoid is using Judaism as a 

drug or sensitivity experience in trying to resolve personality conflicts. All 

that I would be doing is reducing Judaism to ·a series of psychological principles. { 

I 

so willing to die 

often too easy for me to fall into the trap of using my rel-
• 

expounding upon my- pr,-idices and self-right.at;~~ 

In otherwords, they are 

bashedly denounce 

T--~. Such passion on ,,or part lalya pervers o 
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Judy Zlotnick 
Religion 306 

By comparing Judaism to a triangle, it becomes evident 

that Judaism means more to the Jew than just a conglomeration 

of rituals, laws, and customs. Judaism has always represented 

more than this to me, for it has become the foundation of 

my existence and a focal point of my life. 

Using a simple geometric figure, the triangle, as an 

analogy, the three points can be comp~red to the three 

primary conceptions of Judaism held by the Jew in relation 

to his lifetime. 'lbree dimensions of Judaism must be 

considered to achieve a com~lete understanding of the meaning 

of Judaism to the Jew. Th.e three co necting lines which give 

the figure its distinctive form may be como ·~red to the broad 

philosophy w~ich nderlies the faith. The transfonnations 

which have been made through the years in ritual and custom 

are of little cons~quence compared to the eternal values that 

have buttressed Judaism through centuries in the face of 

adversity. 'lbese lines represent the roots of thought and 

tradition that have remained unchanged in spite of other 

alterations t;Jtat have occurred. Although Judaism has been 

flexible and has adapted to change, it has managed to maintain 

a basic philosophy that has been successfully applied to the 

past, present, and future. 

At the apex or the uppermost point on .the ·triangle is 

the most conspicuous conception of Judaism -- that which 

pertains to the present. For those who are unfamiliar with 

Judaism, the insights and spiritual solace that are characteristic 

. 
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of Judaism, appear to m:tk.e Judaism appear to be a remote, solemn, 

and somber faith. In the eyes of the Jew, these play a more 

vivid role. Essential to any understanding of the present 

meaning of Judaism for the Jew is an examination of the basic 

theology or the connecting lines of the triangle. 

'lhe principie tenets of Judaism include the belief in a 

personal God whose ways are beyond man's comprehension, but 

whose reality makes the difference between a world that has 

purpose and one that is meaningless; the belief that man is 

made in God's image and his role in the universe is a unigue 

one despite the failures that spring from his mortality; ; 

that man is endowed with infinite potentialities for greatness 

and goodness. 

One can easily discern the pervasiveness of these values 

in Jewish life today as .they form an integral part of it. 

Because they are not confined to the synagogue alone, they 

assume a far-re.aching eff ct on the relationship of the Jew 

to his family, community, and society at large. 

Judaism holds that man can most genuinely worship God 

by imitating those qualities that are Godly -- compassion, 

justice, and tolerance. Th.e Talmud speaks of three general 

principles in life: Torah, or learning; service of God; and 

performance of good deeds or charity. Taking these values 

in t . e context of everyday life, one can easily see their 

manifestations. The core of Judaism as found in the :tvbaaic 

fonnula for treating our neighbor fairly, respecting his 

rights, his property, and above all his erson. 'Ihus, if we 
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deal justly with our fellowmen, truth will triumph and peace will 

reign. 'Ibis passion for just human relations dominates· the 

ethical teachings of Judaism and is the starting point from 

which all Jewish teaching commences. 

The theme of freedom and equality also runs throughout 

Je~sh history and guides the relationship of the Jew toward 

his fellowman. These values are voiced today by Jewish support 

of such iaaues as integrity in public office, just labor 

management relations, civil rights and civil liberties, 

equality of economic opportunity, decent education, housing 

and health standards for all citizens, and peace among the 

nations of the world. 

Probably one of the most characterstic featltres of Jewish 

life ia its emphasis on family integrity and unity. 'Ihe 

religious loyalties linked to the love of home have strengthened 

both the home and the religion as well. Judaism measure·s the 

dignity of man in relation to his family circle and e ach member 

of the family has an important and ind•soensible role. The 

modern Jewish family has retained the high standards embodied 

in Jewish tradition by its emphasis on the unity of family 

experience and the sharing of joys and sorrows. It is perhaps 

this family experience that has played the most important role 

in my life as a Jew, for it has contributed to the preservation 

and instilling of values and ideas which have modified my 

relationships in other settings. This family solidarity has 

been a major factor in the survival of the Jews through the 

trials and tribulations of the:--centuries. 
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Although I have only presented a glimpse of Jewish life 

in its present context, it is obvious ~ha~ the precepts of 

Judaism are extended beyond the synagogue to provide a 

guide to everyday relationships and situations. Because 

Judaism emb~aces the secular elements as well as the sacred 

ones, it is more than its core doctrine. Because it sets 

certain objectives before man and leaves it to his discretion 

which path to take to achieve these goals, each ~individua1 
by whatever grasp of knowledge he has, must choose his own 

course • . Th.e truth and ideals of Judaism live only to the 

degree to which they are realized in the daily interactions 

of each · Jewish person. 

The second point ont,.he triangle represents the past. 

'!he Jew today recognizes that he is a part of a vast cultural 

heritage that has existed for thousands of years. 'Ihe 

traditions embodied int he lai:vs and rituals connect him 

to this past and add meaning to his present existence. Because 

Judaism has survived in the face of relentless persecutions ' 

and des·pite the (..act that its adherents . are vastly outnumbered 

and scattered all over the world, the Jewish people have 

maintained a solidarity unmatched by any other ethnic group. 

Regardless of their nationality, they have felt a strong 

identification with one another so that these bonds of unity 

have only become fortified when threatened by adversaries. 

Judaism is one of the oldest religions known to man, with 

a tradition that reached back as far as the dawn of civilization. 
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It has contributed richly to civilization and has grown and kept 

pace with the spiritual needs of more than a hundred generations. 

For these reasons, Jews are intense _y interested in their 

ancestors although they are personally far removed from many 

of their rituals and traditions. It is only through recognizing 

this added dimension of the history of the Jewish people 

that one can fully appreciate the pride in their faith the , 

Jewish people feel. Recognition of these past glories 

also aids to an appreciation of the future. 

Th.e third and final point on the triangle is the future 

role of Judaism in my life. Hope describes this aspect •• 

of Judaism -- a threefold hope based on hope for the individual 

soul, that it will attain .the fulfillment of which it falls 

short of in the flesh; hope for the people as a whole, or 

the expectation of ultimate deliverance and vindication4 

hope for society, or the assurance that it will be regenerated 

into something better when evil is purged and good is perfected 

and male pennanent. Together these make a confidence that 

for man, for Israel, and for mankind, a better world lies 

ahead. 

It is through the realization of the will of God that 

these hopes will become realities for He has spurred mankind 

throughout history to greater good. 'Ihrou~h these asp~rations 

and hopes, pursued with skill and fortitude, this age may 

come into being. 

Ror me, ~daism represents an optimism and faith in the 

innate goodness of man. Judaism has in the past and will · in 



•· 

the futuref an illuminating force which is s ·ii. ted to stand 

for that which I believe in and cherish dearly. Judaism 

functions asthestarting p~int from which to commence •S 

life's journey, and with a little wisdom and prudence, it can 

lead me on that way safely and joyfully. 
~ 
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Judaism has provided me with an everpresent point 

of identification in environments of both Jews and Gentiles. 

First, a discussion of the meaning of Judaism for me will 

enable me to determine the role it is to play in my life. 

Judaism as a structured religion consists of all 

the practices, observances, prayers, customs, and liturgy 

that differentiate it from other religions. For me, the 

practices, the day to day rituals, the specific prayers to 

be recited, often by rote rather than feeling, are all 

secondary to the philosophical teachings, the commentaries on 
' (( . 

human existence that are not unlike those of every other 

major religion of the world. 

My first exposure to Judaism, and my first recog­

nition that I am a Jew came to me in the first years of my 

religious school training. During that time I was taught 

N 

the history of the the Jews, the meaning and observances of 

the holidays, and the rudiments of Hebrew and the liturgy of 

the religious service. It was not until later in my 

religious school education that I was exposed to the 

philosophy of Judaism, indeed of all religion. This philoso­

phy is the essence of Judaism for me. 

My religion is much more than prayer and faithful 

atten~ Sabbath and holiday services. In fact, I often 

find religious observence irrelevemt to my daily life. 

\ 
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My religion is a more un1versalist one than more orthodox 

members of the Jewish community would accept. It is a belief 

that stems from the faith in man, rather tham the faith in a 

supernatural power. At the risk of appearing blasphemous, 

I suggest that one need not ever set foot in a synagogue, 

perhaps not even hold a belief in God, in order to be a good 

Jew. 

All this is not to say that Judaism, or any other 

religion, is unnecessary or superfluous. Rather, it is a 

vehicle through which we may learn the philosophy of religion, 

the teaching that man, together with his symbolic "brothers" 

must act according to his own conscience to make a world in 

which he can achieve whateven goals he )may hold. 

One may ask,"why,then, should any religion exist?" 

The answer to me is simple. Religion serves as the most 

powerful and pervasive institution of education that exists. 

It provides us with our foundation of ethics; it outlines 

a ~ plan by which we can strive to live righteously and 

justly. Religion gives us a sense of direction or goal 

orientation; the prescriptions and directives of how to act, 

how to behave in a specific situation are secondary. It would 

have been enough to merely ppint us in the right direction. 

My concept of Judaism is not clear cut; rather, 

it is abstract and hazy, reflecting the unspecific, unpre­

scribed nature of action I feel to be religious. It would be 

far easier for me to tell what Judaism is not. 
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Judaism is not the observance of holiday, the chanting 

of prayer, the wearing of skull cap and prayer shawl. For those 

who believe that all one must do to qualify as a good Jew, 

and hence, a . good person, is faithfully fulfill these actions, 

Judaism is as empty and meaningless as pagan idol worship. 

Rather, these actions should serve only as reminders that 

there is a much deeper meaning to religion, that neligion 

encompasses the act of living, and not just the act of acting. 

I firmly believe that I am a good Jew. I make this 

claim with the full knowledge that I rarely attend services, 

that there is much I do not know about customs and observences. 

I make this claim on the basis of my belief that I am striving 

to fulfilL.the teaching of my religion, the teachings basic 

to any religion--to be a good person. i realize, however, 

that the concept of "goodness" 1s empty unless it is lived. 

I choose to maintain my identification with Judaism as a 

reminder of the basic philosophies I will strive to follow. 

One may now ask, "Why do I choose Judaism as my 

reminder to be a 'good' person?" Quite frankly, I believe 

that Judaism is the best religion through which the education . 

of which I spoke previously can be carried out. The Judaism 

to which I have been exposed, although cold and empty 1n 

some instances, seems to best relate my life to its philosoph­

ical teachings. 

My affiliation with Judaism 1s with the Reform Movement. • 

It 1s my belief that Reform Judaism is the best example of 



living Judaism. By paring away much that is trivial, that 

is superfluous and empty in modern day context, Reform 

Judaism is better able to address itself to the questions of 

living. In the Reform Movement, one is no longer forced to -
go through the motions of meaningless ritual in order to 

prove one's self. Reform Judaism represents to me an 

attempt to make Judaism a living religion, concerned with 

living people. An important aspect of Judaism, unique among 

major religions, 1s that the religion is chiefly concerned 

with existence now, and does not dwell so much on the import­

ance of salvation or life after death. 

My religious identification has not been constant 

or consistent. There have been times when I have accepted 

the relig1on,along with all its rituals and trivialities, 

without question. · This occured during the early part of my 

life, when I ftad not developed my intellectual skills enough 

to understand all the implications of my religious belief. 

Like any child, I had to be toid0and~direoted by my elders. 

After this came a period of great questioning. 

Disillusioned by the immediate 1rrelevence of all religious 

practice vis a vis my own life, I rejected religion completely, 

not realizing that I was discarding very much of the good 

along with what I believed to be the bad ~spects of religion. 

It is only recently that I have renewed my 1denti- ~· 

fication with Judaism. I realize now the importance of 

much of my religious education. What I could not understand 
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a few short years ago now seems so much more relevent to me 

now. Having developed socially and intellectually, I can look 

at ideas with a better perspective. My Confirmation training, 

which seemed totally without value at the time of my Confirm­

ation, is much more meaningful to me now that I have been 

able to relate it to my life. 

I will not try to convince myself or others that 

my stronger identification will make me a more observant person. 

Judaism occupies an important place in my life, not because 

it directly serves to influence my actions, but because it 

serves to influence my thoughts, which alone serve to direct 

my actions. 

Judaism's role in my life is that of a philosophy 

of existence, rather than a religion in the traditional 

sense of the word. It serves as a social conscience, and the 

outward manifestations of the religion serve only as a 

reminder of the inner implications of my belief. I must 

conclude from my observations of self and other men, however, 

that man, though he may strive, is imperfect, and is thus, 

often in need of reminders. Perhaps those who wander must 

have religion as this reminder. Perhaps only when man achieves 

perfection,will religion disappear. Until then, religion 

will fulfill this important purpose, and, I believe, my 

Judaism will do so for me. 
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This is a rather difticult pa.per for me to wrih. It 

deals w1th the religion I was brought up to believe - Judaism -

and the religion I later renounced as inconsistent with 

my philosophy of life. I have considered myself, for some 

time now, a Jew 1n name and cultural upbringing only. May 

it sound phony or not, this course taught by you, Rabbi Silver, 

has set me to wondering if my renunciation of Jud1asm was 

not a faddish, immature reaction to prove to myself and to 

others my true liberality. Originally, I believed Judaism 

to be as dogmatic aa any of the other great religions. I 

was refuting dogmatism. Through this course, however, I have 

been thinking more and more as to whether I am still a Jew • 

I have begun to wonder if I am simply a radical Jew - but 

then Judaism seems such a personal religion - I wonder if 

there 1a such a thing as a radical Jew. 

Originally I renounced Judaism because I was complately 

science-oriented. I considered myself a member of the new 

science left. Anything inconsistent with science simply had 

no part .1n my lite philosophy. Everything followed fro■ a 

oauae-effect relationship. Everything either could or some­

day would be fully explained by the methods of scientific 

logic. Therefore, or what need did I have tor a God? To me, 

God was simply a mental crutch created by the imagination of 

weaker people. God simply explained or gave meaning to the 

incomprehensible. I, however, had seen the true light -

science. I had no use for a weak man's God. I was strong. 

I needed no crutch. Thus, my renunciation ot Judaism. 

I still consider myself science oriented in the fact 



• 

' . 

2 

that all natural phenomena may be explained by scientific 

logic. However, my concept of God has changed, from a super­

natural opponent of science to a completely different rather 

amorphous concept (which I shall explain later). Perhaps 

it was maturity or perhaps it was my need for a mental crutch 

(I can not actually determine which yet) I now truely believe 

in a God concept and perhaps even Judaism. 

All great religions promise redemption. Judaism promises 

redemption thrpugh the teachings of the Torah. However, 1t 

has been stated that there has b~en found more true benefits 

in the following of the Torah itself, than 1n the hope of being 

redeemed. I cannot truthfully say that I have studied the 

Torah; therefore it would be 1mmposs1ble fo~ me, if not 

completely hypocritical, to base my life on the set of rules 

as put forth in the Torah. Rather, I have devised my own 

Torah in the Jewish tradition. I have devised or ut1~1zed 

my own set of rules to help me (orut bh) explain my questions 

of death, J1J7 questions of sex, my questions or love, my 

questions of health, my questions ot lite. My "Torah" and 

my "God" are the same overriding maral force - society. (At 

first this may seem to imply that I am simply a tool of the 

lociety. Although true to an extent, I am selective, and 

do utilize freel7 directed will.) 

M7 life philosophy deals with truthfullness to selt -

oonsistancy of self. As discussed 1n class, this does not 

condemn me to an island among men. Rather, interactions are 

as important to me aa they were to y our life philosophy. How­

ever, to me, instead of your over-riding "Sinai", there is 

simply another . societal 1117selt to react and. learn from. Through 

the love I gain from these various myself interactions, I will 
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gain, in the manner I deem beat tor myself - and l must be 

internally consistent - answers to the questions that religion 

may help 1n answering. Surel7, this 1s a crutch. I am Just 

beginning to realize th1a - and it seems to me that my lite 

1s changing because ot it • 
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Thus far , Judaism h shad an normou effect on my life 
~nd it will continue to be so in the f uture . I must admit that 
I am not as religious as I was before I ent~red college , but my · 
orient tion k eps my practices within certain limits . One of the 
most disturbing things which I h ve discovered in the p st~ ar 
is that far too many Jews don't identify themselves in the 1 ast 
with their religion and the fact has ch n 0 ed many of my attitudes . 
How many tine have I heard som on say that h w s so Jewish that 
he as practically a Catholic or"I'm not religious but I'm very 
Zionistic . " y cousin, when speaking to me •. bout a friend of hers 
whom she wante m to meet said 1 11 Allan, she's reformed. She 
goes to The T mple. Oh, but she 1 s going to Isr el during vacation. •t 
Plese don't get me wrong . I'm not knocking Reformed Jews because 
they ar Zionistic . There r plenty of Orthodox Jews who re 
hung up -ntir ly over Israel wher as other sp cts of their religion 
don't seem to concern them. Wh tam I coming to? I believe that 
Jews should identify themselves as being Jewi h. Why m I orthodox? 
I believe th t ~ l laag f lling bit hort from high goal is much 
better th n setting a much lo er one and f alling short of it . 
It seem v ry logic 1 to me . By subtr cting from the level of 
religious goals , b lieve that it is b coming e sier and easi r 
not to live up to those low r goals . As the goa]s are lowered

1
so 

is the ttachment to their religion of all those p ople who 
did lo er their 0 oals . One needs only to look ~t the rate of 
interm rri ge to testify to thi f ct . 

Ho then will Jud ism affect my lif? Th nswer is very 
imple . Gr tly. It ill ffect th p rson with whom I will decide 

to spend the rest of my life . It 1dll affect nl3' c r er since 
I will not work on the S bb th . It will affect thew y I raise my 
children, but most importantly it should ~ke a better man of • 
Statistics show th t frequent reli ious ~nd nee at church or 
synagogue 

about it . 

my life . 

ffects a person's valu s . I knew it before I red 
Yes, Judaism will gre tly, sit h sin the past, affect 
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Thus far in my life Judaism has been an intangible 

force from which I have derived my ethical beliefs. These 

Jewish values have been passively ( that is not of my own 

volition) inculcated into me by my parents, as I will do 

with my own children. It will be my ultimate source of 

moral guidelines. Judaism will function as a positive 

force in my attempt to live a happy and just life. 

Part of my living will consist of beginning a new 

family. Judaism will provide a core around which this 

family can identify. The traditions of the past will serve 

as a unifying force to create continuity between the gen­

erations and with the Jewish community. 
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THE ROLE JUDArs~-1 PLAYS IN MY LIFE -- ---- --- - - --

Cert inly the two courses I have t ken with you have taught me 

reat deal more than simply the history of Judaism. They h.ve helped 

me cl rify my ideas on what is moral and wh tis immoral, nd I have 

g ined an even reater respect nc.. dmiration .. for the Jews and the way 

in which they conduct(ed) their lives in rel tion to both their Torah 

nf the community i n which they live(d). The laws and the life styles 

of the Jews reflect comp ssion for the wronged, for the "underdog," 

nd conviction th t self-resp ct nd le rning re of utmost importanc~ 

in one's life. 

Before I discuss these ideas further, I would like to tell you of 

a particular person 1 experience I had which has a direct rel tionship 

to this paper . y husband is from a. Jewish background. When we were 

planning to ~et married. my par nts were as ple sed as they could be, 

s they think very highly of John. However, when they discovered. that 

he is Jewish, there was a tremendous reaction against them rriage. In 

all hOnesty I was flabbergasted, ( s my parents are and always h ve been 

leaders in civil ri 0 hts in 1inneapolis. Becauee of the ~eaction I 

thought back and tried to remember anything which th..,y had said to my 

sit re.and me concerning Jews, any attitudes which might have been 

The only thing I could rm mber was once having ask d my 

differenc th re was b twe nth Jewish religion and th 

~ly said that the 
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Jews did not believe th~t Jesus was the son of God (which was a sufficient 

answer as I was only 9 or 10 at the time.) And this was not related to 

me in a downgrading way, as my mother lso stated that she didn't 

believe in Christ's divinity either . 

I think my parEnts were as surprised at their re ction as I was . In 

all honesty I had never before experienced any prejudice gainst Jers 

or even know that ny existed . That seems awfully naive and even 

rather hard to believe now, but Minneapolis simply in not a race- or 

religiously torn city by ny stretch of the imagination; also there were . 

no Jews in my hi~h school - which, if I had thought about it ~t that time, 

might h.ve seemed awfully strange - but I was definitely not the thinking 

type when I was that age . Also, my parents have always pressed upon 

me the importance of treating others with respect - that the worst 

possible sin is to make another feel inferior, no matter who or what he 

happened to be, and that when all the externals were taken away, each 

person is nothitqmore or less than a human being and the~efore has the 

same ri hts as the next person. 

So now you underst nd a little better my interest in Judaism. I 

wanted to s e what 11 this hubbub was about, which resulted in my taking 

this course. I understand that the Jews are a·sp~c±al people, but because of 

their history and the precepts by which they live(d) - rhich reflect 

their concern for granting everyone n equal chance, • within the 

necessary dictates of the laws. I have seriously thought of converting, 
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but after e:xamining my rEasons or wanting to do so I decided it w snot 

necessary. 

Now why soould Judaism play a rol e in my life? In the pist four 

years I have gained an insight (or rather been hit over the head, con­

sidering my former naivete) with the realities of life , one of which is 

the fact that in certain areas of this country and the world anti-semitism 

still exists . I think this problem will continue to exist until the 

people who live in this world are all brought up to feel adequate and 

secure and confident enough in themselves so that they don't need scape-

go ts . Along with this goes the necess ity of Educ tin , people about 

themselves, te ching them the "whys" of their behaviors . Obviously this 

state of aff irs in not imminent . But I can do my sm 11 p rt in h lping 

to bing it cbo1 t, by educating my children-to-be along these lines , and 

also perh ps helping to influence the attitudes _of others through activ 

involvement in vario 1s civil ri ,)hts or anizations . The mount of good 

which I contribute certainly will not be earthshaking but will do some ­

thing tow rds helpin people to realize the irrati.on lity and destruct ­

iveness of anti - semitism. 

Judiasm is also import 1t tom bee use of what it o fers throu~h 

its ideology. (I can ot accept it as a religion because I don't believ 

there is such thing as a "superior being" or wh t ver nyone wishes to 

call it . ) But its laws reflect the b lance between complete fre dom and 

the responsibiliti s one must n_cessarily c rr~r in order to n ·oy th--t 
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freedom. In short, it off rs a beautiful system of both civil and 

moral checks and balances, many of which were copied by che court system 

in the United S.tates today. But above all, Judaism refuses to be narrow­

minded and rigid . It is flexible and changes with the need of the 

changing sicieties . I have profound respect for it because of these 

re sons. 



What o s Judism me a n to me. 

Rob rt s . Post, Jr. 
Rabbi Silver 
Religion 306 
Jun 6, 1969 
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; Wh n I first thought bout this question, the thought came 
I 

to me that as a religion, Ju ism means r lmost nothing to me. In 

r gar ing it as a r l igious value, I feel that it f urthers social 

problems as do all oth r re _ig ons. sis ev e t, I 1 tone 

to speak in favor of r~l1gious values. However, when I look upon 

Judism as constituting a very prominent ethnic minority, I can 

not say that it has very little meaning for me. I hope to make 

my future life one of dealing with social problems and minority 

groups, and to say that Judism is not a major functioning aspect 

of our society would be encourag~ng everything which I am trying 

to fight against. I took the course for I wanted to learn about 

the Jews history and perhaps certain forms of their life. The 

Jews are a live functioning body of people. They should not 

be scapegoats by whom non-Jews direct they own misgivings. As a 

living body of people, the Jewish people mean a great deal to 

me, but if I must answer this question in terms of Actual religious 

practice, then I can not condone this. I do not want you to feel 

that I feel particularly this way towards Jud1sm, I fe~l antagon­

istic towards all religions. That is saying it rather blatantly, 

but I feel religious values can be associated with the perpetuation 

of social problems. Within our present society, I feel that a 

stratification of religious values contributes to a cultural 

lag. 



The Realm of Judaism , 

Larry Pencak 
Religion 306 
June 2, 1969 



.. 
• 

.... 

When first confronted with the question how Judaism 

relates to your life, I, as a Roman Catholic, could not 

immediately list neat analogies or principles. Moreover, 

after some concentratea thinking concerning the subject 

my approach and answers were even more confused. Theologically, 

although both Judaism and Catholicism claim a strained 

brotherhood linked by a belief in "one" God, there is a 

large gulf which separates· the two faiths. Judaism has 

its roots deeply entwined in the Old Testament; its great 

patrons are from that era as are most of the Jewish rites 

and ceremonies. Catholicism, like all Christianity, is 

founded in the New Testament. The groundwork for the 

conflict between the two is based here. It is true that 

the Vatican Council and the ecumenical movement in general 

has attempted a reconciliation. However, most will 

readily admit that it is too little, too late. 

My first encounter with Judaism at the acedemic level 

was this course. Before now I have had no knowledgable 

background for any statements or concl~sions concerning 

it. Even now my understanding is somewhat less then 

negligable. The subject itself has never been paramount 

to me. In researching my paper, I found Karl Marx stating 

that the main Jewish problem was finding itself a place 

in a Christian world. Thus for the Jew, Christianity does 
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relate and effect his life, even if it is an adverse way. 

For the ordinary Christian there is really no nessecity 

to relate to Judaism. And it is readily seen that no 

such relations readily develop. 

The course itself has given me a better understanding 

into some of the theological and historical background 

of Judaism. Through it r have gained at least a limited 

understanding for some present day mannerisms and practices. 

If I were asked what is the relation of Luthernism or 

Calvinism or Protestantism in general to my life, I would 

have to conclude that they make me look at my own religion 
, 

with a more critical glance. Although stemmlng from a 

common origin, they found points of disagreement large 

enough to enact a split. For this reason I must examine 

my own faith for inadequacies and weaknessess and where it 

needs progressive change. After only a general exposure 

to Judaism, I must conclude that its role anq relation 

to my li_fe is that it too makes me examine my own faith 

a little harde.r. Judaisms conflicts and disagreements 

with Catholicism makes me look at my religion in a slightly 

different light. Certain points and beliefs take on a 

little different meaning when viewed from a point of view 

which is not in agreement with your own. : believe that 

for a person such as myself who has had no great acedemic 

or theological experience or confrontation with Judaism 

this is one of the only ways which I can relate Judaism 

and its doctrines to myself personally. 

-2-
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I think that the etfects that Judaim , will have on my, 

lite will be pretty limi tad~ Judaismi, in a more classicall. 

detinition .than the one which we used in class, 1n a definition 

which my father would recognize,: will ' .have:: virtua11r no _effect 

on my life., A, .. t'r!Uda:ism which is an_ outlook on life that stresses 

action in this world could have an effect on me: in that: 1 t ­

wou1c3: ~ } compatible·.: _with my views and' goal:s:, but the- question 

of whether it will have an effect on me is quite open. Ithink 

that the best way to deal with this question is to start from 

how J"udaism effects me now, as a senior 1n college, and· as; 

a person who would like to become a psychologist. 

My knowledge of Judaism comes from a year or two or Hebrew. , 
School,, this semesters course,, and the absorption of a few 

ideas that were mentioned; 1n my home.as I was growing up. I 

wonsider my father to be an intelligent man and he is also re1-

igious~ I cannot reconJile these two statements in my mind, 

because I consider the religion that he believes 1n to b&J 

superstitioust; a relic from the past· whose ritual and routine 

serve no purpose other than to perhaps rationalize?a painful 

situation. He. is not what you would cal1 deeply religious. By-

that I mean he doesn't keep a koshe~ house or attent every activity 

of the synagogue during the week. But stil] he usually goes 

to services at least once a week and enjoys it. Be1 never tOl'ced· 

Judaism on either myself or my brother. H~ thought that it-· was 

important tor us to learn how to play baseball after school 

and that w&; should not sacrifice much of the tun in our childhood 
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in order to learn a· language that would have ••J" little utility. 

to us. He believes that you can't mak~ a person religious, and 

that it must develop trom within.. For holding this view Iowa 

him a great deal of thankfulness. I doubt that I would hav&. 

liked or respected a religion whose study was forced upon me. 

As of this moment the most direct effect that Judaism has 

on me is what I say to my mothe-r when I call home every SUnday 

and she asks me," Are you going out with nice: Jewish girls?"• 

Some weeks I answer yes. Of late I have had to use four years 

or psychological and linguistic training 1n orde~ to avoid a 

direct answer without arousing suspicion, and at the~ same~ time.: 

withou:t5.14,eing. 

In a more positive sense Jrilda·ism gives m~ a vague reeling 

of identi'ty. I reel a sense of pride . that I · am detended from 
, 

people who could take the worst that this earth cou]d throw at 

them for thousands of years and survive and at certain times 

flourishec I feel a sense or gull t 1il that if I don't raise my 

children in the Jewish tradition, they will somehow. lose something, 
' 

and I will somehow have betrayed those who came before me. It· 

would seem pi titur it what they suffered fiJ to preserve;, wer&. 

lost for ever by a gap that might develop i in one generation. 

I feel that 1·r I don't give my children the same choice that 

my father gave me, then none of their children will even mva 

a chance or making a choice 1n the matter. 

Still however for myself I come back to the point that 

I cannot spend my time doing something that I consider to be 

superstitious ( I use this word 1n an operant sense: a response 

which has no contingency with a reinf'orcer,. but has accidently 

become associated with a response that does have a contingency 



with a reinforcer. ) ,, and ritualistic for the- sake·~ of ritualism. 

This type of religion seems basically unhealthy in that it 

induces people to rationalize a situation. For example, if 

something goes wrong my father's response is that things will 

get better. If I don't get something that. I have worked hard 

for and wanted very much, he replies that the alternativeg which 

are left to me are good and points out a fault in the goall\ that· 

I was striving for. The fact is that things don't always ge~ 

better, and that I real wanted· what I was striving for and-

did not need sugar plmns to sweaten the taste of adversity. 

or course I cannot attribute. my rathe~•s statements ta 

the fact that he 1s what I have termed ~ :r6i1gious· •• But never­

the-less I have a feeling that one 1s related to the other. 

The idea that a~l must eventually be good and that somewhere, 

something,,which is basically benevolent,.exercises some sort 

of control seems to be founded in his religion,whose texts 

praise the power of God and whose services through repitition 

emphasize security and sameness through passing time· to hint', 

but stagnation and useless ornimentation to me. I the-reforeJ 

cannot participate in the religion of my father. I am torerant 

and believe that it is good for other people, my tathar in­

cluded~ but· not for myself. 

What or your religion? And to me it seems like a different 

religion than that of my father. Its outlook 1s different. It: 

seems to say to me that I cannot look out or my window and: sat 

that there is some good in everything.It fortifies my bel.ief 

in reality in that you seem to be tel]ing me that things won't 

change unless people,,_ live people living right now, go out and 
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change them. Just as important, it gives me a reeling that it• 

I don''t try to change myself,. make my self into what I want 

my self to be~ no one or no thing will make it that way tor 

me. I must act because this is the ·only time in all or eternity 

that I will be able· to act. I must influence because- I wili 

have no second chance to influence:,and if I :fa·iI I cannot do 

so in the knowiedge that there i ·s some goodness in my failure. 

I cannot smile and say to myself that someday someone else· 

will carry on~ because I realize the very real possibility, that 

this may not happen. Perhaps I als~ realize that man may have; 

hit his high point .. More exactly, I mean that I realize riow 

that man may be able to-- hit !. high point .. Not because we couldn't 

go farther, but because for some reason we didn't go :farthe~. 

Maybe we have come so far or will come so far that advancement 

win be determined by the success or :failure of a few people 

who might achieve a breakthrough 1h education or some other 

area which effects us all in our society • .And just maybe: 1:f 

a few people failJ we w11i destroy ourselves before others· could 

carry on~ indeed assuming that others would follow and carry 

on. 

Suddenly things seem dangerous and: uncertain .. My :father's 

religion is no comfort to me beeause I see no comfort in closing 

my eyes before a sabre that is about to be driven home. Your 

religion is no comfort tom~ because it gives me no answer .. It 

tells me that I should try, but that if I ·1d:o try there i ;s no 

guarantee or perhaps even no- possibility of success. I am· not 

afraid of trying and failing, or of the ridicule that may ensue. 

What frightens me: f• ·· what might happen if I do· taill .. It may-
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be: that I am one·· of those people-, who if he does tail, we: ma:, 

never recover. What frightens me even more is that I may b&; 

one of those people who would have carried on from those who 

preceeded him, if the unthinkable did not happen. It may., be 

too late. My father•·s religion says that it is not too late, 

but for no other reason than that according to my father's 

religion it can never be-, too late. This does m& no good. 

Your Judaism allows truth and reality to enter religion. 

I still do not lmow if I need your religion, your Juda~sm. 

It seems to me that I can think, act, and try without it. But 

then again I 1·ve only known your Judaism for a few weeks, and 

it does seem to have clarified ·, no I think a better phri,sa-,: 

would be given arrangement and meaning to, a few ideas that 

I have had·. If nothing else it has had-. an effect on me:. That 

is more than any other religion has had. By effect I mean some­

thing that 1·s positive or at least not negative. Your .Tudaism 

is something more to me than how I should play th•- game of 

answering my mother's questions when I call hom~ on Sunday 

night. I dontt know what et'fect :l:t does or will have on me~ 

because l haven 11t been exposed to i't long enough., but in the 

very least it is not an avoidence or negative thing. It it 

do·es have .even~ meaning for me it will be on an entirely 

different level. 

I guess what I'm trying to say is that I may never enter 

a templ:.e again in. my life, but if I do it willl probably be 

The~ Temple or • its equi val en t, and if I do ,,-our Ju.dads• villi. 

probably have some positive ~.mea.11:fng to me,so that I aay b&J abll.e. 

to call i't my Judaism also .. 



l. remember a story from x•elfgious school that impressed upon me 

what I thought to be the essence of Judaism. An impatient man once 

came to Shammai, a learned schol~r, rabbi, and a contemporary of the 

great Habbi Hillel, and asked the scholar to teach hiIIlitthe Torah 

while he stood on one foot. Shammai became enraged and chased the man 

away. Still wishing a condensed version of the law, the man went to 

Rabbi Hillel. Hillel was as patient as he was great. He listened to 

the man's seemingly ridiculous request and did not become angry. Not 

•. • tshing to chase away any man who had a desire to learn, Hillel said, 

"Do not do unto others as you would not have them do unto you. 11 h t 

is the whole Torah. All the rest is commentary. Now go and study." 

It has always seemed to me that Judaism has as its basis the 

dignity of the individual and the emphasis of man's obligation to his 

fellow man. This message is as old as the prophets of Israel. The 

words ef such men as Amos still ring out when the needy are oppressed, 

Hear this word, you cows of Bashan, 
who are in the mountain of Samaria 
who oppress the poor, who crush the needy, 
and encourage your husbands to feast and drink: 
11 As sure as I am G-D," the Lord Almighty declares, 
"Your day is coming,. 
·hen you will be dragged out of t he city with hooks ... 

Out shall you go, each of you headlong." ..• 
Thus says the Lordl 

And wasn't it the prophets who envisioned the age when all men would 

be brothers? 

But they shall sit each one under his own vine and under . 
his fig-tree; 

And there shall be nothing to make anyone afraid: 
For the mouth of the Lord of hosts has spoken. 

Judaism has two distinct sectors, the religious and the secular. 

The r ~ligious sector has two focii, the ritual and the ethical. The 
. 

ritual is the ceremonial part of the religion that has evolved as a 

means of mass validation of a concept. It is by means of the ritual 
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that people are able to os•ensi bly reaffirm the: r beliefs in a manner 

proscribed by the group of people who share these beliefs. The ethical 

concepts of a religion are tlose ideals which provide the moral basis 

for the conduct of the adherents of the reli6ion. In Judaism, the 

secular and religious sectors are closely related~ However , one may 

divorce the secular area from the religious! Hopefully, the ethical 

focus of the religion is so ingrained in and valid to the adherents of 

Judaism that it accompanies any form of Judaism. lt was the ethical 

precepts that game rise to the ritual. This ethical basis provided 

common ground for a group of people who eventually evolved their own 

sub-culture. At times the ritual became an end in itself, as in the 

days of the Prophets, bµt this was defeating its purpose. 

Judaism is a religion. It is a sub-culture.. It is biologically 

transmi t ted,and yet one may· become Jewish by conversion. It is the 

study of the ~orah and Talmud. Judaism commends its followers to action 

in the p~rsuit of the fulfillment of the law. Judaism is the revelation 

of the law at Mount Sinai 3,000 years ago, and yet it is as recent as 

the most recent celebration of Shavous, the reaffirmation of the l aw. 

It is the hope that some day "nation shall not lift up sword against 

nation, neither shall they learn war any more", and yet it has cor stantly 

h~d to fight for its survival since its beginnings. Judaism is the 

pious who prayed at the vailing vall in ay of 194-8, it is also the 

members of agannah who fought so valiently to secure the State of Israel. 

Judaism is aul; David, Solomon, oses Maimonides, Vladimir Jabotinsky, 

and David en Gurion. Judaism is the unbroken chain of tradition and 

law from the time of the patriarchs to the present day . I've always 

thought that one of the most dramatic reco .gnitions of the bonds of 

present day Judaism with the past is when the Passov - Ha gadah explains 
J 
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role in my life. I hope that I will ha 'le the courage to follww the 

dictates of my conscience, the moral and ethical ideals that have been 

taught to me through my religious training. These basic teachin s of 

Judaism are fundamental to pReserving hum n dignity and freedom. 

agree whole hearttdly with the words of the late Louis Br andeis, past 

justice of the 8upreme Court , when he stated, 

. -. - · 

The 20th Century ideals of America have been the ideals 
of the Jews for 20 centuries • 

r 
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