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" HARVARD UNIVERSITY
“

ADVANCED ADMINISTRATIVE INSTITUTE l GRADUATE SCHOOL OF EDUCATION

Roserr B Bivswarnoen

Director APﬂl 2, 1%9

Fabbl Daniel Silver
The Temple
University Circle
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Dan:

it was a pleasure to talk with you and I apologize for the delay in confirming

our conversation concemming your participation as a speaker at the 1969 Advanced
Administrative Institute.

The Institute has been well-received in its two decades of service. We annually
invite a selected group of educational administrators from the publie, private
and parochial sectors to meet for two weeks in July in an intensive and hopefully
useful in-service program. (Attachment)

Thie year our focus is on The Youth Revolution and by all standards the topie
is timely, important and has already generated substantial enthusiasm in our
faculty. Our normel sessions call for a thirty to forty minute commentary by a
speaker on a specific aspect of his choosing that relates directly to the
general theme. After a few questions, there is a short break and the group re-
assembles in an informal atmosphere for another thirty minmutes of discussion
based on the epeaker's presentation.

Fe

In attempting to confirm the schedule I would Jiku'friu.gsut Tuesday evening,
July 15 as most appropriate. If this is inconvenient perhaps you would like to
suggest a day better suited to your calendar.

I realize I have much to detail, not only as to a particular topiec for your
attention but more information concerning participants, speakers, facilities,
financial arrangements and like items. I promise a quick response on these
matters once I can confirm a date for your presence.

i lock forward to hearing from you at your earliest convenience. I am delighted

that I could impose upon you and have every assurance that your participation
will contribute sigmificantly to the success of the Institute.

Cordially,

Bk

Robert B. Blnswanger

Roy E. Lamsan Hawe + Areaw Way ¢ Casconioos, Massacwuserrs 02138 - 617-868-7600




April 30, 1969

Mr., Robert Binswanger

Director

Advanced Administrative Institute
Graduate School of Education
Harvard University

Roy E. Larsen Hall

Appian Way

Cambridge, Massachusetts 0138

Deaar Bob:
[uesday, July L5th is as good a date as any. I gather
1 will be hearing from you more fully as to my marching

orders.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Sllver




- HARVARD UNIVERSITY

ADVANCED ADMINISTRATIVE INSTITUTE ! GRADUATE SCHOOL OF EDUCATION

Roszxt B. Brrowarcas
Director H-’ﬂ}"' 25. 1969

Rabbi Daniel Silver
The Temple
University Circle
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Dan:

I am delighted that you will be with us in July, The 1969 Advanced Administrative
Institute promises to be a stimulating, challenging and worthwhile series of meet-
ings on a most timely topic, THE YOUTH REVOLUTION. This will confimm the date we
have discussed of Tuesday, July 15 in the evening. The session will be held in
Hilles Library, Radcliffe College.

The Institute focus on student unrest allows a variety of guest lecturers to speak
to the broad subject from their particular experience, background or research. Our
purpose is to educate the Institute members, all of whom are key educational lead-
ers, concerning the needs, aims and concerns of youth., All too often these key ad-
ministrators become removed from vital direct relationships with students and fail
to fully hear, understand or comprehend the voices of youth, Rather than offer pre-
scriptions for dress codes or moral conduct, strategies to combat underground news-
papers, preventive measures for drug use, and the like, we are attempting to offer
a wide spectrum of ideas, opinions and thoughts, from you and others, to open up
the thinking of these able, enlightened and tested educational administrators.

I have enclosed some preliminary materials that we developed in the past weeks,

In a few days we will have printed our list of members expected to attend, the
tentative schedule for the total program, and other like items, These will be

sent to you immediately., At the same time we will send specific informatiom on
travel, reimbursement forms, honorarium and arrangements for housing accomodations
Lf you plan to stay overnight.

For our immediate needs 1 would appreciate it if wyou could forward both your
photograph (which we will return) and a recent biographical statement.

I will be in contact with you shortly, Again, we look forward to having you visit
with us in July.

Cordially,

I

Robert B, Binswanger

Ror E. Lamszw Harr = Appraw Way ¢ Cawsnioos, Massacivserrs 02138« 617-868-7600




June 4, 1969

Dr. Rob ert B. Binswanger

Roy E. Larsen Hall

Applan Way

Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138

Dear Bob:

In response to your letter of May 26th I am including

a photograph and biography. You speak of some
enclosed preliminary materials malled. None arrived.
I look forward to being with you on lF'ueaday, July 15th
and to spending some informal time together cutside
the Conference framework.

Sincerely,

DANIEL JEREMY SILYER




HARVARD UNIVERSITY

ADVANCED ADMINISTRATIVE INSTITUTE i GRADUATE SCHOOL OF EDUCATION

Roseer B. Brvswanors
Director June 25, 1969

Habbi Daniel Silver

The Temple

University Circle at Silver Park
Cleveland, Ohio 4L106

Dear Dan:

We are delighted that you will be participating in the 1969 Advanced Adminis-
trative Institute and loock forward to greeting you in July. I have taken the

liberty to enclose some materials that may be helpful to you in planning for
your wvisit.

First, I have enclosed a Summary Program that serves as an interim reminder
until the printed copy is available. I have outlined your presentation in red.
There are two changes: Thomas Hoving is unable to attend and will be replaced
by Dr. William Cornog from Chicago and Professor Herold Hunt will speak rather
than George Coethals.

Second, I have enclosed a list of membership in this year's Institute and we
are pleased with the diversity, experience and competency of the educational
deaders planning to attend. They have expressed great interest and concern
vith the topic and should be active contributors.

Third, I have enclosed a list of student participeants. This representative
cross-gection of American youth will be "in residence" as full-time Institute
members for the first week of the AAI. We are locking forward to their presence
and feel their participation will be tremendously valuable.

Fourth, we are enclosing the readings we have prepared as background materials
for the participants for your general information. For what it is worth our
experience indicates that the members do prepare for the Institute.

Fifth, is there anything we can do to facilitate your travel plans and/or
accommodations? We have alwvays encouraged our guests to come early and stay

late realizing most are so busy that the crowded nature of personal schedules
prevents a lengthy visit. We sincerely urge your presence at any and all
sessions. Do you wish hotel reservations? If there is anything we can do to make
your stay more pleasant please do not hesitate to ask.

Ror E. Lamsew Hate +  Apriaw War - Cameamor, Masacuuserms 02138 - 617-B63-7600
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Finally, as noted previously, you are scheduled to speak to the Institute on
Tuesday, July 15, at 7:30 in the evening. Although our program will be held

in Hilles Library we suggest that we meet you at the Institute office prior

to your address.

Our program theme, THE YOUTH REVOLUTION, is carried throughout the entire
Institute, and to avoid the problem of titles for your appearance we have

simply repeated the topical theme plus a general focus, i.e. THE YOUTH REVOLUTION
and Religion.

I am hopeful you will be willing to speak to the general theme in terms of
religion, suil generis or localized as you may wish. The specific focus is one
selected by students as a problem area that intrigues, irritates, and concerns
them. The title met a printer's demand and is to be taken no more seriously.
Your remarks can be as informal as you wish and the overall theme is offered
for your interpretation.

We look forward to your presence and participation. We are anxious to be of
service in any way possible. It appears that the program will be one of the
most challenging we have offered and are happy you will be sharing your thought
and ideas with our members.

Cordially,

R

Robert B, Binswanger

b L B N el
wals \m‘}rﬂ-&,h__
Mol o L\l Lo !




Jaly 17, 1969

Dr. Robert B, Binswanger
Harvard University

Roy E. Larsen Hall

Applan Way

Cambridge, Massachasetts 02138

Dear Bob:

Adele and I had a wonderful day yesterday at
Gloucester, The ocean was cold and the sun
was hot and we made our 6:30 flight, I enjoyed
very much my evenlog at the A, A, 1. Itisan
interesting group. I particalarly enjoyed the
chance to see yon and Penny again, The
addresses which we talked about are these:

(1) Rabbl Art Green
Havurat Shalom Community Seminary
598 Franklin Street
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139
Telephone numbers 617-876-6145
617-354-T122

Mr. William Finks

John W. Raper School

1601 E. B5th Street

Cleveland, Ohio 44106

Telephone number 216-421-1922




Robert E. Binswanger

My expenses were $95, 00, I lock forward to seeing
yvou in Cleveland soon.

Sincerely,

DANIEL JEREMY SILVER

DJS:rvi
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ADVANCED ADMINISTRATIVE INSTITUTE ! GRADUATE SCHOOL OF EDUCATION

Ronesr B. Biswarcx
Director July 28, 1969

Rabbi Daniel Silver
The Temple
University Circle
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Dan:

On behalf of the members of the 1969 Advanced Administmtive Institute
a brief but sincere note of appreciation for your contribution to our endeavors.
Your presence has elicited comment and conversation and your words have
provoked the challenges that reveal the vital issues of the youth revolution.

Upon reflection, I know few if any persons in the religious calling who
could have done the superlative job and in such a strong manner. By the
consensus of the membership you were the most impressive guest and I know
you will be interested in the student reaction as they gave you the highest
praise as the one guest who answered the questions as he thought they should
be answered. This intrigues me for they quickly forgot the opening riposte
and saw things in a general more comprehensive manner. At any rate, I
am biased, as a life-time fan and you are stuck with my non-objectivity.

A personal thnk you is in order as I fully realize the proportions of
the imposition on your time and activities, It was essential for this group
to meet with you and hear what you had to say. Your comments provided both
an appropriate summation for the Institute and a challenging springboard for
reflection on the part of all the Institute members,

We will do our best to work up an erudite summation (and then I may
even try one of my own that I will understand) which we will share with you
as well as any other papers.

My thanks again for your most important contribution.

Cordially,

- Y]

Robert B. Binswanger

RBB/job

LD“'-JP AL - MTA-L ﬁair\‘.wr-h'irﬂ\‘l

Roy E. Lamsan Harw " Arpian Way ' Cangsniocs, Mastaciivsarms 02133 . (1




August 28, 1969

Dr. Robert B. Binswanger
Harvard Univereity

Graduate School of Education
Administrative Career Program
Roy E. Larsen Hall, Appian Way
Cambridge, Massachusetta 02138

Dear Bob:

Thank you for your kind note of late July which
greeted me on my return to the city. Both of us
enjoyed very much our visit in Boston. It is
now time to begin thinking of returning the visit,
What month of the year would be convenient for
you and Penny to visit? 1 will find and make the
right occasion once you indicate the best time
of the year for you,

Sincerely,

DANIEL JEREMY SILVER
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To answer the question pesed in a coherent manner may prove

0

“to be extremely difficult as I am entirely invelved in developing I

a life style based upon ‘Jewish tradition. (I

my views without becoming too muddled in my thoughts, n
el ;
Judai=sm is an ever evolving phenomencn which has been described _ :

be :

as a "cristalized remnant, a civilization,.a religion, a culture and

T -

a heritage, In modern history it has been the scapegoat and whipuing- -

boy ef all peoples, Twentp-five years ago six million of its

o e
= -

adherents were executed for following the faith, Three years later
& nation dedicated as the homeland of the remmants was created under [
the most adverse conditions which have continued to threaten the nation
even to this hour, Howwdoes this history of perskcution effect
me as a Jewlsh youth attempting to gainan understanding of the

heritage of my forefathers?

in a three thousand year pericd the Israelite tribes developed
a religious sytem of beliefs based upon the evolution of polytheism
to ethical monotheism, the basic form which it maintains today. In
this peried, the Torah was evolved and canonized(e,440 bg.). This !
developement lead to the evolution of a legal system which has been !

unequalled, This system called Talmud maintained Judaism for aver

thousand years until the mid eighteen hundreds when the split




between the reform and orthodox factions occurred. Men dedicated
themselves to poring over the worn texps making commentary updn and
expounding the essence of the Law, This furvent study of the books
shielded them from the hostile world surrounding them, They faught
conversion to Islam or Christianity in order that they might find

the path to salvation with the Messiah,. By ttmi;r,lr and practice they
hoped to speed the day when all men would follow the word of the Lord
and all men would livejn pesce,.

The age of enlightenment brought about a new chalenge to the
Jew, This was the secularly educated indiviual who attacked Jewish
doctrine from a logical view point kf moddrm philésophy. With this
cceurrence there soon sprang up the reformers of Judaism who felt the
need to change the theology such that it became more acceptably to
khe non- Jewish world, They scon found that this was not possible,
for the Ghristian world would not accept them even if they converted
and were loyal Christians for several generations as was witnessed in

Hitlerite Germany when anyone who had a Jewish grandmother was taken

to the death camps,

What the reformers were trying to do was set up a religious system
in which they could eliminate those laws which made it difficult te
operate in the world outside the Ghettes They Hilhlld to keep the
philosophy behind the laws without keeping the law, The problem that
they ran into was that broad concepts such as freedom, justice, love,

ete, donot have meaning unless defined in a specific case, This was
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the genius of Talmud, Talmud is the casé historles of the decisions
resched by the rabbis and scholars of the ancient era, What the reformers
did which was an erroe was not to redefine the ancient laws in light

of the modern developements of civilization. The error is serhous

and must be rectified if possible of else Judnism_mar truely

becoms & cristalized remnakt. The answer may lie in Israel ,but 1

am not sure, Khsolution to this dilema wouldléase my uncertainty tm-mrdls
the future of the religion, I hope that in the dedication of men

of knowledge to the religion an answer may be found.
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THE YOUTH REVOLUTION

Advanced Administrative Institute
July 13-25, 1969
Harvard Graduate School of Education




Institute Staff

Barbara E. Rose

Administrative Assistant
Advanced Administrative Institute

Theodore R. Sizer
Dean
Harvard Graduate School of Education

Herold C, Hunt
Eliot Professor of Education
Harvard Craduate School of Education

Dana M. Cotton
Secretary
Harvard Graduate School of Education

Robert B, Binswanger
Director
Advanced Administrative Institute

Janice C. OFBrien
secretary
Advanced Administrative Institute




The myriad voice of American youth clamors to be heard.
Adult society, constantly and continually made aware of
the plea for “a piece of the action,” rarely understands

or comprehends the message. Generation gap, com-
munication block, or reactionary postures are labels

of frustration. The society, particularly parents and
educators, are faced with the handling and resolution

of a critical issue that defies simple definition. We have
brought together educational leaders, practitioners and
philosophers, ready to work together and willing to share
in exploring the concerns of youth — serious and sincere
gueries concerning drugs, race, parents, religion, sex,
politics and education. Knowledge, empathy, perception
and understanding are necessary precedents to seeking
the solutions. Thus, our goal is one of description

rather than prescription.

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION is a topic that challenges
every educator to confront openly a difficult and complex
series of issues. Each of the distinguished participants
brings to the discussion a different perspective on a
massive subject. Invitations have been extended to a
select number of educational administrators — repre-
senting the public, private and parochial sectors of
education — who by their actions, promise and commitment
have expressed qualities of leadership necessary for
decision-making today and tomorrow. Too often programs
neglect to include the persons most knowledgeable and
concerned with the subject being discussed. Through

the generous support and encouragement of the Stern
Family Fund and the Taconic Foundation we have
offered Institute membership to a unique cross-section

of American youth, We anticipate that their contribution
will be a significant one and welcome their participation.

“There is 2 unique opportunity before us to bring together
our age, experience, money, and organization with the

. idealism, and social consciousness of the young. . . .
Instead of worrying about how to suppress the youth
revolution, we of the older generation should be
woarrying about how to sustain it.”



REGISTRATION  Holmes Hall | 2:00-8:00
Social Hour, Larsen Hall Courtyard | 5:30-6:30
Buffet Dinner, G-01 Larsen | 6:30-7:30

OPENING SESSION  Longfellow 100 | 7:30-9:00

The 1969 AAI — Introductions
Robert B. Binswanger

WELCOME TO THE ADVANCED
ADMINISTRATIVE INSTITUTE

Herold C. Hunt
Eliot Professor of Education
Harvard Graduate School of Education

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION
An Overview

Theodore R. Sizer
Dean
Harvard Graduate School of Education




Monday, July L4th

MORNING SESSION  Hilles Library, Colloquium | 9:30-11:30

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION
and Politics

Mary MecCarthy

Senior

Radclifte College

Coffee and Group Discussion, 10:30

Luncheon, Holmes Hall, 12:00-1:00

Hilles Library, Colloquium | 2:00-4:00

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION
and the University

Reverend Michael P. Walsh, 5.].

President
Fordham University

EVENING SESSION  Hilles Library, Colloquium | 7:30-8:00

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION
and Parents

Dr. W. Walter Menninger
Menninger Clinic
Topeka, Kansas




| MORNING SESSION  Hilles Library, Colloquium | 8:30-11:30

A

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION
and Race

Charles E. Wilson

Director, New York City

LS. 201 Complex

Coffee and Group Discussion, 10:30

Luncheon, Holmes Hall, 12:00-1:00

Hilles Library, Colloguium | 2:00-4:00

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION
and Sex

John M. Shlien

Professor of Education

Harvard University

Group Discussion, 3:00

Social Hour, Holmes Hall, 5:00-6:00
Dinner, Holmes Hall, 6:00-7:00

EVENING SESSION  Hilles Library, Colloquium | 7:30-9:00

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION
and Religion

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio




Wednesdav, July 16th

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION
and Drugs

Dr. Paul Allen Walters, Jr.
Psychiatrist,
Harvard University Health Services

Hilles Library, Colloquium | 2:00-4:00
THE YOUTH REVOLUTION
and Students
Achilles Ceneroso Sigrid A. Strong
Lee High School Emma Willard School
New Haven, Conn. Troy, New York
Patsy R. Hill Carleton Mobley
Job Corps Center Harren High Schoaol
Clinton, Iowa New York, New York
Group Discussion, 3:00
Social Hour, Holmes Hall, 5:00-6:00
Dinner, Holmes Hall, 6:00-7:00

EVENING SESSION  Hilles Library, Colloguium | 7:30-8:00

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION
and Musie

Clive J. Davis
President

CBS Records Division



Thursday, July 17th

Optional visits to Harvard Summer School Sessions
Luncheon, Holmes Hall, 12:00-1:00

AFTERNOON SESSION  Baker Hall, Harvard Business School | 2:30-5:00

In conjunction with the 41st Annual Harvard Summer °©
School Conference on Educational Administration

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION
Perspectives — Part OUne

Thomas P. F. Hoving
Director
Metropolitan Museum of Art

Jerry L. Avorn
Former Editor
The Columbia Spectator

Julius W, Hobson

Member, Board of Education
Washington, D, C.




1
Thursday, July 17th )

Social Hour, McCulloch and Mellon
Quadrangle | 5:30-6:15

Dinner, Kresge Hall, 6:30-8:00
THE YOUTH REVOLUTION
Comments

Dana M. Cotton

Neil V. Sullivan
State Commissioner of Education
Commonwealth of Massachusetts

EVENING SESSION  Documentary Film: THE HIGH SCHOOL

by Frederick Wiseman
Commentary:
Chris Roberts Joel Clifford White
Cadsden Valley Station
Alabama Kentucky
Lauri Perman Mark Gerchick
Roseville Scarsdale
Minnesota New York
Norman Solomon Mary Beth Allison
Silver Spring Bay Village
Maryland Ohio
Michael Benson Terrance Duddy
Shiprock Bangor

New Mexico Maine




| MORNING SESSION  Baker Hall, Harvard Business School :IQ%F?W

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION
Perspectives — Part Two

Richard A. Graham

Diirector

Teacher Corps
Fred Rogers

Educational Television
Misterogers’ Neighborhood

Leon M. Lessinger
Associate Commissioner
U. §. Office of Education

Paul Goodman
Author
Educational Critic

Luncheon, Holmes Hall, 1:30

The Institute will adjourn until Sunday evenin with the weekend free for ?

informal activities. No meals will be served on Saturday or Sunday until the
Olde Fashioned Clambake, Sunday evening, Holmes at 7:00 p.m.




Monday, July 21st

MORNING SESSION  Hilles Library, Colloquium | 9:30-11:30

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION
and Public Opinion

Louis Harris
Liouis Harris Associates
New York City

Coffee and Group Discussion, 10:30
Luncheon, Holmes Hall, 12:00-1:00

Hilles Library, Colloguium | 2:00-4:00

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION
and the City

Richard G. Hatcher
Mayor
Gary, Indiana

Gordon L. McAndrew
Superintendent of Schools

Cary, Indiana
Group Discussion, 3.:00
Social Hour, Holmes Hall, 5:00-6:00
Dinner, Holmes Hall, 6:00-7:00

EVENING SESSION  Hilles Library, Colloquium | 7:30-9:00

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION
and the Church

Right Reverend Monsignor Edward M, Connors

Superintendent of Schools
Archdiocese of New York




| MORNING SESSION  Hilles Library, Colloquium | 9:30-11:30

THE YOOUTH REVOLUTION

Small Group Discussions with
Members of the Faculty
of Education

Arthur Powell Richard Light Noel McGinn
Associate Dean Assistant Professor Lecturer on
Education

AFTERNOON SESSION  Hilles Library, Colloquium | 2:00-4:00

Small Group Discussions

Stanlev Bolster
Proftessor of Education

Stephen Kaagan Robert Church
Director of Admissions Assistant Professor

There is no evening session Wednesday, July 23, to permit a free choice of
witormal activities,




Wednesday, July 23rd

MORNING SESSION  Hilles Library, Colloquium | 9:30-11:30

Schedule to be Announced

Hilles Library, Colloquium | 2:00-4:00

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION
and the Independent School

Richard W, Day
Headmaster
Phillips Exeter Academy

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION
and the Generation Gap

David Riesman
Professor of Sociology
Harvard University

e e T




| MORNING SESSION  Hilles Library, Colloquium | 8:30-11:30

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION
and School Administration

Herold C. Hunt
Eliot Professor of Education
Harvard University

Coffee and Group Discussion, 10:30
Luncheon, Holmes Hall, 12:00-1:00

Hilles Library, Colloquinm | 2:30-5:00

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION
and School Administration

Small Group Discussions
Under the leadership of
Members and Guests of AAL

EVENING SESSION  Hilles Library, Colloquium | 7:30-9:00

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION
and Education A

John H. Fischer
President
Teachers College, Columbia University




Frit!;l}'. jul:n. 25th

ray, Colloguium | 9:30-11:30

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION
in Retrospect

Commenis by Members

of the Institute

Remarks by Graduate
Students in Educational
Administration

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION
An Issue of the "T0's

Gerald Berlin
Chairman,
Massachusetts Civil Liberties Union

Luncheon, Holmes Hall | 12:00-1:00

The Institute will adjourn after the final luncheon
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Institute Members
REV, THADDEUS J. O'BRIEN, O. CARM.  LINDSEY OGLETREE TODD
Associate Superintendent Superintendent of Schools
Archdiocese of Chicago h{FriFIin_;n
IMinois Mississippi

ALFRED G. SHROSBREE
Superintendent

Oak Park

Michigan

ROBERT MERRIAM
Dean of Students
Deerfield Academy
Massachusetts

RICHARD A. DERSHIMER
Executive Oficer

Educational Research Association
Washington, D.C.

CHARLES HOUSE
Superintendent of Schools
Cape Girardeau

Miggouri

JAMES E. DOHERTY

Editor

School Management Magazine
Connecticut

JUAN DAWSON

Student

Simon Gratz High School
Fhiladelphia, Pennsylvania

LAURI FPERMAN

Student

Alexander Ramsey High School
Roseville, Minnesota

DANA F. SWICK

ROBERT §. IRELAND
Superintendent of Schools
Hinsdale

Ilinois

ROBERT M. FINLEY
Superintendent of Schools
Clen Cove

New York

ENUTE LARSON
Superintendent of Schools
Bristol Township
Pennsylvania

ROBERT W. STANTON
Superintendent of Schools
Kent
Ohio

TERRANCE DUDDY
Student

John Bapst High School
Bangor, Maine

GCEORCE P. YOUNG
Superintendent of Schools
Canton

Ohio

DONALD GORDON
Headmaster

Abbot Academy
Andover, Massachusetts

MONSICNOR EDMUND ]. GOEBEL
Archdiocesan Superintendent

Milwaukee '
Wisconsin

MICHAEL BENSON '
President

Association of Native American Students
Shiprock, New Mexico

ROBERT W. MacNEVEN

Assistant Superintendent
Kansas City
Missour
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MARIAN R. BALBONI
Director of Education

General Learning Corporation

Clinton, lowa

JOHN WELSH
District Superintendent
Philadelphia

Pennsylvania

ALBERT L. BENSON
Superintendent of Schools
North Reading
Massachusetts

DANIEL O. JENNINGS
Headmaster

Laurel School
Cleveland, Ohio

WILLIAM A. SHANNON
Superintendent of Schools
Kirkwood

Mizsouri

FHILIPF COAKLEY
Superintendent of Schools
MNorwood

Massachusetts

JOEL CLIFFORD WHITE
Student

Valley Station High School
Kentucky

ROBERT D. AGONE

Superintendent of Schools
! Johnstown

New York

RICHARD A, SCHLEGEL
Headmaster
Detroit Country Day School

Birmingham, Michigan

ACHILLES GENEROSO
Student

Richard D, Lee High School
New Haven, Connecticut

NOBRMAN SOLOMON
Leader
Montgomery County Student Alliance

Silver Spring, Maryland

FREDERICK CLARK
Headmaster
The Cate Schoaol

Carpinteria, California

RT. REV. MSGR. JAMES T. CURTIN
Archdiocesan Superintendent

St. Louis

Missouri

CLARENCE K. ANDERSON
Superintendent, Dependent Schools
Bureau of Naval Personnel
Washington, D.C.

GERALD V. SAVAGE
Superintendent of Schools
Jackson

MNew Jersey

W. R. McNEILL
Superintendent of Schools
Bowling Green

Kentucky

WILLIAM MANNING
Superintendent of Schools
District of Columbia
Washington, D.C.

LEONARD BRITTON
Associate Superintendent
Dade County

Florida

LAURENCE F. GREENE
Superintendent of Schools
Cheltenham Township Schools
Elkins Park, Pennsylvania

CHARLES R.IRWIN
Superintendent of Schools
Sioux Center

lowa
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REV. JOSEFH P. DUFFY, 5.].
Principal

Boston College High School
Dorchester, Massachusetts

SIGRID STRONG
Student

Emma Willard School
Washington, D.C.

NATHANIEL OBER
Associate Superintendent

Minneapaolis
Minnesota

PAUL KIRSCH
Superintendent of Schools
Salamanca

New York

LANCE R. ODDEN
Assistant Headmaster

Talt School
Watertown, Connecticut

MARK GERCHICK
Student

Scarsdale High School
Scarsdale, New York

COL. PHILIP B. TOON
Superintendent

New York Military Academy
Comwall-on-Hudson, New York

OTTO ROBINSON
District Superintendent
Chicago

llinois

MARY BETH ALLISON
Student

Magnificat High School
Bay Village, Ohio

SPENCER W. MYERS .
Superintendent of Schoo
Edina

Minnesota

ERCELL WATSON
Superintendent of Schools

Treaton

New Jersey

BRADFORD LAMSON
Headmaster

Cushing Academy
Ashburnham, Massachusetts

DAVID A, HOROWITZ
Deputy Superintendent
Philadelphia
Pennsylvania

GREGORY R. ANRIG

Director

Equal Educational Opportunities
United States Office of Education

THAYER D. WADE
Superintendent of Schools
Wakefield

Massachusetts

THOMAS POWERS
Superintendent of Schools
Inkster

Michigan

WILLIAM T. LOGAN, JR.
Commissioner of Education
State Department of Education
Augusta, Maine

LESTER L. DICKEY
Superintendent of Schools
Hamilton

Ohic

HAROLD C. HAIZLIP

Director
The New Lincoln School
New York, New York

JOHN ). CONNOR
Superintendent of Schools
Worcester

M assachusetts
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General Information for Institute Members

Accommodations for housing are available in Holmes
Hall. Radeliffe, 58 Linnaean Street, Cambridge. Dining

facilities, also in Holmes, are at the following scheduled hours:

Breakfast — 8:00 to 9:00 a.m.
Lunch  — 12:00 to 1:00 p.m.
Dinner — 6:00to7:00 p.m.

On Thursday, July 17, cocktails and dinner will be served at
Kresge, Harvard Business School campus. On July 19 and
July 20 no meals will be served. A clambake will be held on
Sunday evening, July 20, on the lawn of Holmes Hall

at 7:00 p.m.

All working sessions will be held in Hilles Library,
Carden and Shepard Streets, on the Radeliffe Campus. On

July 17 and 18 the Institute will be conducted at Baker Hall,
Harvard Business School campus.

The office of the AAL located in the lobby of Holmes, will be
apen daily from 9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. The telephone
exchange is Ext. 500, UNiversity 8-7600,
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T HE ROLE o F J UDAISBS M

I N | 4 LIFE

Timothy J. Malilk

Religion 306

Pinal Paper




To grasp the meaning of Judaism, one has to survey
the principal stages of its development and its gradual growth
through the constant interaction between the religlous aspesct
and the life of the people. Thia interaction, however, was un-
known to the Jews, for Judaism, in splte of its fundamental be=-
lief that 1t is of a divinely revealed character in a more or
less complete form, is simultaneously a religion of 1ife and of
an essentally practlcal nature. Its purposs was to culde, shape
and mould the life of a group 1n i1ts various phasea. In turn,
however, it too was: moulded and shaped as well as being expanded,
duato the role of that people in history. Thus the distinguish-
ing line between "the religious" and "the national culture" is
no longer discernable.

Judaism, therefore, is a cultural, as well as revealed.
religicn. Also, although it attempts to dﬁ?are & univeraallty
("These are the laws of all pecple®), it still retains its mya-
tical partiocularity of being a "Chosen People." Thus, for these
two reasons, I,.as an American, Roman Cathollic¢, cannot, in any
way, relate to i1t directly. However, it does affect me indirectly.

Judalsm, the rellgion of the Bible, is the classical
paradigm of a God-made religion, It 1s the assertion, not the
philoseophlecal proof, that God exlsts and that He has spokén to

man, glving him elues to the road that he must follow. 1Its de-

fense againat the criticism of revealed religion in the name of
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reason and science 13 g re-enforeing factor to the base elements
of my religion.

Judaism constructs its present out of a memory reaching
back to Abraham and looking forward to the Messianic age for
humanity as a whole, For this reason it could further relate to
me indirectly since it embodies many of' my ideals, the hope of
Catholiclsm---spiritual brotherhood and a Second Coming.

Judaism's fortitude and peraerverance under the progrous
of anti-Semitism could be further fortifing to my Christian morals,
and thus once again affect me indirectly., Surly one cannot dis-
agree that the morals of these two relipgions would complliment each
other 1f the doctrinal barrlers were owverlooksd.

Israel, Zionism, the turbulent Mid-East situation, and
the role of the United States in it may also hawve an affect on
my life. Only the future holds the answer, However, it would
be futile to speculate on the future and such a situvation. The
present and what I know to be reality 1s much more important..

What affects me immediatly should be the question. .

I live in a predominantly Catholie, white, suburbian section
of Cleveland (located near Parma) in which T have few dally aquant-
ances with Jews. Thus, materially, Judaism does not affect me .
Religiously, it is contrary to all my beliefs, if to be disbelieve
ing is to be contrary. (I don't feel it would be expedliont to
expand on the beliefs of Catholicism, since they are well known,
but merely to state that doctrinarly and theologleally they do not
correspond. ) Thus the role of Judaism in my life 1s minute, if at all




o
discernable, It may relate to me Iindirectly, but culturally and
raeligioualy it will always be alien. This 1a conversely implied

in the o0ld axiom-=="Every child of a Jewish mother is & Jew or

Jewasa,"




Mary Turk
Religion 306
Rabbi Silver

June 2, 1969

I greatly deubt that Judaism will have any influence on my future., There
are enly twe possible ways that it weuld affect my life-if T lived in a Jewish
community er if I married a Jew.

If T lived in a Jewish commmity, the influence weuld be secial rather
than religieus. As im any culture different from mine, T would want te
knew their custems se that I could honer them. For example, I would meot serve
beef for a dinmer with Hindus ner would I serve perk for a dimmer with Jews.

1 weuld prebably mark seme of their religious helidays om the secial level.
How much the culture would influence me would depend onchew "Jewish"™ the
cemmunity was, how much I was invelved in the community, and how mang Jewish
friends I had. For the past three years here at scheol I have lived in what
will mest likely prove to be the mest Jewish community I will ever live in
and this was net very "Jewish".

Of course, Judaism would mean a great deal to me if I married a Jaw. I
would want to knew all abeut the religien of Judaism se that I could teach it
te my children. Here again, the degree depends upon the degree of the"Jewish-
ness"” of my husband.

Net being & prephet, I cannet really say what will happen. Religion as
& religion means nothing to me. Geing te a church er te a Eynagoge makes ne
difference as I deo net think T will go teo either. I believe in a Ced and I
believe that that is ensugh. Anyway, it is emough for me at the preseat. I

really cannot say what I will believe imn the future,




Lesr Rabbi Silver,

fou asked for e final paper snewerdng the question, 'Who em I?' 'Whet ie Judsiem

hietorisally ond existentially?' snd how do these questione relate in snewering
what role Judeism cen or might pley in my life, You—simo—sedd—tinad—4£ T uscte o
vEn;-gn-&—pup##,—iﬂlighiPhu1u—tn-‘:*~fbr—:-ftnzi~grnEu-inﬂﬁhu-uuurtrr——ih-tl- 8

in various peych courses we learn that only the young snd the paychotio can't

engwery. 'Who am I?' I den't £it the first doetegory end wonder occasionally if I
might qualify for the lstter, for I've been wWreatling long and hard with these questions,
I know ] sm Ruth Baker, born Ruth Blondee, Primerily I sm & wife who loves her
husband very deeply. I know I am & mother to my sons who sre the most precious part
of me, I sm & deughter, sister, neice, aunt, cousin, deughter-in-law ., I em s Jew
with deep pride in Judaiem and yet I expres:c my Jewlshnegs rether than Judeiem in
the wey I live. I know I em en Americen end feel thankfulnese thet I am, snd yat
I feel that 'it con happen here', I em en adult member of our community and feel
e responsibility teo help inch it along the path toward s better home for all of us,
while fe=ling frustretion st the came time thet the people in the community move eo
alowly end more often than not,move beckwerd, I am e registered nuree with gosls
towerd helping those I can towsrd optimal health whils wondering why more don't
help themoelves., I em a student trying to learn more ways to help with the helping
process end I wonder if I em learning or just filling requiremente, I em e momber
of Park Synagogus, impatient with myee 1f for using the Synegogue only sa e means
for sduceting my children, while I wonder if the Synsgogue is really trying to
wseningfully relste to my femily, This dossn't really enswere 'Who am I?'. It
tells to whom end what I relete. Is this what '"Who em I?' means?

In your claes I heve legrmed that hietoricelly Judeism is or coen be & religiom,

With or without eupsrnatusl avertonesys It hes becn regerded as o culture, g civili-

zatlon, e rece, s people, & way or life, s mesns to an end, en end in itaelf, =




humanism or en eecense,
—

¥hat Judelism is existentially or how it relotse toc me is snother gquestion
I have no anevere for, I frel I am & Jew but find it impossible to sey what makes
me feol I em e Jew, I feel a gut level pride in being & Jew and wonder if the pride
comes foom the great ethical treditioms of Judeism, the 'Jewishness! way of 1life or
o¢ pride in the mervel of Isreal or in my fellow Jewa or meybe in a combination
of ell of this. I wonder if the hypoorisy I es=e so pleinly in the other 'grest
religiona' is present in mine, It could be llke secing & child es & spoiled brat
whose mother sees ae precticelly perfect, I cen s2c so many fellaciss, dangeroue
teachings snd ighumene precicee in Christienity. Are they present in Judaism end
invizible to met I sece some problem areas such ae the divorce law in Isresl, the
vengenoce of the Blblical Jew end the apggresive ostontetion of the modern suberben
Jewe I know thers are meny other inequities snd yet none come close to carrying
the unbelievebls horror to so many pecpls throughout so meny agee es do some of the
deerece from the Catholic Church.

Judaism relates to me through the wey it relstes to my husbend snd children,
My husband, vhe had“: treditionsl educeticn snd exposure of a Conaervative Jew,
thinks of himeelf es an atheist while insisting on the ssme type of educatlomn for
his sons, The childrem view the spnogogue with distaste end boredom and fight
egeinst going both to Hebrew school end to services. They have never been threatensd
es Jews and I'm surethey regard their Judeiem or Jewishness with ase mnhfza:bzrﬂzf
of fesling es they regerd living in eny particular city. I feel their educetion in
Joewish history end in the Hebrew langusge is unimportant nows In courees teken in
one or two years of college they could leern es much end lesrn 1t better then 7 y=ars
of Sunday end Hebraew schoola, What they need to learn now iz how to feel se Jews,
how to prey se Jews, how to be proud sa Jews, what & Jew le end whet pert being a
Jew enswers their "Whe am I?" They have %o lesrn that only the most unusuel psople

in the world sre lucky enough to hsve as much as one truly originel thought in thelr

whole livea, The rejsction of the old is at bert a different mixture of the seme ideess.
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I went them to lesrn thet the best idecs come from our heritage. But how cen I
expect Park Synagogue Hebbls snd teschers to tesch them these thinge when their
fether end I don't really know them, And then again, meybs thay are learning these
thinge now end they will only undaruhnd"ﬁlatﬂr with maturity.

Judeism hes to meen more to us them the endless ulcer producing cer pools,
the pushing for scceptable grades end decent behevior in Hebrew schoel., It hes to
mean more than Synagogue sttendence on the High Holy Laye, Ber Mitzvéhe end Yorsites,
It hee to pean more than annual contributiona teo tha JWP, the buying of trees in
Ioreal and msmbership in OAT end B'nai Brith. It mist meen more than living in s
Jewish suburb, hsving Jewlech friends, telling Jewieh jokes m.l':'é';:l;;an-s on Satur-
day night, I wonder if the only times my deepeat feelinps as a Jew are felt sre
when reeding of the holocast or all of Jewish history for thet metter. I wonder too
if our only reletionship to the state of Jereal ie frevently hoping fnr,.-";.::vival
end trying to oave enough money to vislt there se tourlsts.

The quelity end gquentity of thies kind of Judaism doeen't f£ill the nsed I feel
is in me but why, when I feel ac I do, sm I unable to reasch out for the eo much more
I know ie there?

I cen't senawsr the questions you seked s Al

I will sey theat this course, while adding to the losd of confuslng questlons I
already carried around unanawered, did teach me that while the search iteelf might

ye1ld no snswers, maybe the sesrch itself wéd the snewer,

Sinceraly yours,

Lo Aok

Ruth Balker
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' gusan Elaine Brown

At present 1 feel that my tie with Judaism is based
more on emotion than sterile thought and analysis as to
exactly why L believe what 1 believe, Although many would
not find my beliefs emotionally satisfyving or withetanding
the test of their reason, this does not upset me. Each in-
dividual is born at a certain moment in time, and into a
particular environmelt which molds his ideas and beliefs. Some
wi1l choose to deny what they have been born inteo, others
will choese to question anddiscard that which they have dis-
covered to have no meaning in their lives, and then there are
those who accept all that has neatly been set before them
without question or consideration, I would have to place
myself in the second category.

L regard myself as a Jew for yvaricus reasons - the be-
1ief in the oneness ofGod, the belief in the sanctity of life
in the hear and now - not projecting and sreparing for the
afterlife, the beauty and worth which L find in many of the
ceremonies, pride in my heritage, the belief in the immor-
tality of the soul, the importance given to learning, &en-
gitivity, and awareness as expressed in the Torah. lhese
things all heve deep meaning to me and allow me to consider

myself a member of a great culture, religion, and civiliza-

tion. Eventhough the ethies, which Judaism preaches can be
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achieved without being a Jew, the other attachments which hold
me to the faith 'y Would not permit me to abandon it;
Nnor do L have any desire to do so. Yhe belief in _heaven
and hell was one which always frightened and disturbed me;
in the Jewish relgion this belief does not exist. Rather,
emphasis is placed upon leading a good and virtuous life,
which in and of itself is rewarding, Lo me there is great
strength and security in the Jewish religion. The conecept
that each man is responsible for his own actions, thaights
and salvation is quite sensible to me. In Christianity the
doctrine of original sin is & very puzzling guilt ridden one,
and does not alle® the individual to act and function to his
fullest degree, Also the Jews do not regard sex as sinful
and lustful, but as part of nature itself, of which God 1is
the creator. My image of God has matured (changed, over the
years, and 1 have come to regard God as a power : rather than
an entity to whieh 1 attribute human characteristics,

My beliefs will undoubtedly be shaped by new experiences,
I have not stopped questioning nor do I think I will ever
arrive at the point where I am not, but,I believe the realm

from which I Wi 11 be operd ing within, that being the

realm of Judaism, has already been established,







Judaism, to me, stands s a discipline %o which I have finally
relented. The etruggle, not one of phyeical wviolenoe, has been one
of a more grueling mature,,..that of bitterness. A& a child I wae
aware and interested in that thing called Judaism; before I was
old emough to understand the malignant entities of "Manti-semetism™,
"kike", or minority group. I did not, am a child, bhave the insight
te trancfer Bible tales to lessons of life and the meaning of the
prayera were leat in the earmest attempt to proncunce the Hebrew
words correctly. Hemembranoces of tepid milk and graham orackers,
endless esnoyolopedia reperts conearning peeple 1 have sinee never
needed to know about an? Rabbil -WEEER™ ‘s fiftleth birthday celebras
tien are the only memories that have lasted. There wae, of course,
confirmation, something that I considered more muspicious than most
of my fellow cenfirmands. The meaning of even that ococasien left
me alao as I embarked on late adolesence, detesting FlarvmessPihwplres
Dmnoing School and wanting enly the Blend hair, blue eyes and soph-
istieated popularity eof the Gentile Prem Queens I envied,

Judaism sesmed to me 2 one-way ordeal. Either you were the
"Corky and Lenny Jet Set" or you wers Oentile, I recegnised no
muanoe, no dignity of any form of Judaism. I learmed the Hail Mary
and skulked around chureh Youth Greupe. I was a orummy kid, Yet
svery night I prayed to & Ged I wes afreid to forsake aleng with

the religion I had se thoughtlessly discarded., I knew, somehow that

the two oould not be mutually exclusive,




Unfortunately I have not had any great revelation to show me the
undying bond between Judaism and Ced. I still accept only part of
both, I have never cbeerved the rituale of Judaism, moastly because,
besides Hanukah ocandles and matse at Passover, my family observed
ne rituals. I would feel hypooritical now, beginning te observes
ritual whioh has never beem a part of my life., If, when I am married
and raising my own family I initiate these rituals, it will be only
to inetill such obeervances in my children se that as adults they
will not be met with my current dilemma. They will be able to son-
tinue or te stop.

But ritual doee not make a religionj it merely enhances religion,
I am living within s Judaism that I have altered to fit my needs,
although I have surely been granted no divine sanction to do so. I
bave fit myself into a comfortable type of Teligion that I am
neither ashamed nor proud of. The temple plays 2 minimum To0le and
though I do not cutwardly celebrate the holidays, I obaerve them in
a personally quiet manner. I can feel the awe of Passever, the re-
newal of Suecos, the Joy of Rosh Hashonah without crowding myeelf inte
the temple sanctuary with the lrdies in their designer coat and drees
encembles and the graying but wealthy husbands in tow, sporting Bill

Blass suitas, My Juﬁill is private,

thereafior as. dely ol -daDady proving -nothing ot - thET T virs—oap-
alla of childish.sewenges=The "Jewish Mother" image is one my pri-

vate Judaism could do micely without., If, when I am granted the priv-




ilege of offesvoring, I am concerned, worried snd constantly aware of
the walfare of my ohildren, ~nd if this is a Jewish Mother, I will not
be miffed if T am so labeled, I mee little chance of developing a
Yiddish aocent at thie late date and I only pray that T will not
compel]l my daughters to seek "mesaes and messes of young Hﬂ. D, '8. or
even a C.P.A,". I hope only to deviate from the hockneyed etereotype
by being underatasnding and having the power to allow my children the
privilege of making their own decisiomns 21though "with years of exper-
ience"™ I may forsee ultimate disaater, Of course, talk is easy.

The concept of Oed in treditional Judaiesm ie not one I can
wholly accept, I cannot believe thet God is me all-powerful as He is
axalted to be, yet I atil]l capitalize his mame, I hold Him in reve
erence and dignity as an intangible element above man, an idea to
keep us from being afraid, I am a coward and not at all ready to
put full faith in man,..thus God to me is & methodiec director of fate
and overseer of life, I pray not for myrelf tut for the world, Ced
cannot work as a persenal God for each many He must direct major
events rather than individual lives, God ie a comfort I cannet live
without although I have found considerable trouble living with Him.
Sometimes it just seems like, "Let Ood put YOU in the driver's seat,"
Ae an individusl T muet adapt both Ood and Judaism into my own life,
@iving , taking and fitting in a0 that I can be a reasonable com-
pecsionate, thoughtful person,

Lik=Tasmm-Moswr, ny concept of God and Judaiem may eaaily change
as I grow older end become more aocjuainted with the comedy of 1life,

I oannot say that I will become more devout, but I believe that I will




never relinquish that small part of Judaism with whioch I now in-
volve myself,,.2 life cannot be lived in confidence without the guide-

lines religion offers to enhance the true dignity of man's human

a8 ta te,
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To ask what role Judaism has played in my past is to
conjure up many memories of earlier life and, also, to prompt
& good deal of soul-searching. Seriously, though, perhaps it is
just about time that I took account of myself in many ways: what
with the nerve-wracking pace of university life (and pre-med to
boot!) it is all too easy to lose sight of much of oneself.

College life does have one important advantage: it
allows one to live in close contact with many others of varying
backgrounds, and to air and share opinions with a wide selection
of other minds, thereby achieving a much broader and possibly
more correct perspective on life in general., Through countless
debates as to many phases of religious belief, easpecially the
practicality, the usefulness of modern "organized" religion,
one feeling in particular has struck me. Although my parents
have reared me in a conservative Jewish home, with two sets
of dishes and silverware, "mizoozim" on the doorposts, and the
Kiddush and Hamotzi on Friday evenings, and although I managed
through the full extent of Hebrew school and Confirmation
classes, regular attendance 'at Friday svening services, and
the donning of the Talis and Tefillin with my father regularly
every Sunday morning that I am home, I still feel something
lacking == an uneasy feeling. I can recall the topic of the
sermon delivered, I believe, at my Hebrew school graduation
ceremonies, speaking about letting Judaism within oneself, not
keeping it closed outeide. Perhaps this is the fault; perhaps




all my exposure to Judaism has been lost, due to my failure to
involve myself wholeheartedly. Until now it seems Judaism has
been a kind of insistent, demanding force, an authoritarian

voice with its "Thou shalt's"™ and "Thou shalt not's," but I have
remained outeide, aloof, It has been, for all intents and purposes,
merely an exercise which one can either assign to a certain time
and place, or can avoid altogether., The whole business has become
terribly mechanical. To my way of thinking, this is not the
esgence of what a religion —— least of all Judaism, -- should be,
Personally, I believe that Judaism, in its truest, fullest sense,
muet be felt deeply, must command absolute devotion, must enter
the individual and become one and the same with him. Yet within
a world that offers so much to compete with the time and effort
involved in being & religious Jew, such closenegs with the reli-
gion is a scarce commodity.

Thie is my true feeling. Unfortunately, it is not as
easy to suggest a remedy for my "aloofness." Many have told me
that a medical profession in itself will conflict with my Juda-
ism (the religion versus science argument). Yet I have two close
relatives who have long been practicing physicians, while still
remaining in intimate contact with the Jewish way of life. Or
then again, why would it be the overriding ambition of the Jew-
ish mother, neurotic as she is, to have her Bon one day don the

garb of the medical profession?

Many have said they nuudfjﬁn "organized" religion; they




8imply prayed whenever they needed something. If their prayers
were answered, they drew a little closer to Judaismj if their
prayers went unheard, they just pulled a little farther away.
In this pame vein are those who spend more time preparing for
Bar Mitzvahs and Confirmation celebrations than they do in pre-
paring for their roles in the ceremony itself; to them, religion
is nothing more than a commercial enterprise, to be gauged by the
amount of returns in the form of gifts from relatives and friends.
They are, in truth, putting on a show and expecting a good reward
for their efforts, As for myself, I can truthfully say that my
Bar Mitzvah and Confirmation were significant and meaningful to
me, in marking certain stages of my spritiual and educational
life. Perhaps I was in the minority with this feeling,

What role will Judaism play in my future? Obviously,
I cannot now say. However, I can say that I am presently very
devoted to my education and to the realization of my own medi-
¢cal practice, However, personally, I cannot see & great rift
growing between my religious self and my medical self. Perhaps
it is significant that I have chosen for myself a career in psy-
chiatry, a medical field which, basically, combines the scientif-
iec search for the nature of the universe with the paychology-
based nature of man. I fully believe that I shall find no prob-
lem in maintaining my Jewish beliefa, even if somewhat on a les=
ger than full scale. I also believe that, for me, medicine and
ruligiﬁﬁigamplamant each other %o result in a meaningful and ful-

filling life.




(Perhaps this paper does not, as a whole, answer the assigned
queation iﬁ”thnﬂngﬁented manner. If what was s

ing report of the mnnrwﬁihtiaigﬁt J has stirred my soul and

":r-b-
aroused me to a far bette &, then I“tluﬁgyaid the paper
rq-ﬁ-r

.
cessity, much shorter, If whnf”nlﬂhig-

e

esume of whether I believe in God or not [or ﬁffaz-».\

would have been, o
tended wa
8i theological questions], then again I have missed the idea.
My feelings towards Judaism are, as mentioned in the paper, like
that of a man watching a mob he has been somewhat involved with in
the past; he watches the mob stirring for action, yet remains
aloof, not because he does not hold the same views as the mob,

but because he must consider other things for which he has wn}ked
and to which he is devoted, He takes inactive part in their acti-

vities; he may even sees the possible rewards of such action, rewards

which he too may be seeking, but he remains on the periphery, con-

templating whether or not to join whioleheartedly.)




THE ROLE OF JUDAISM IN MY LIFE

To determine the role of Judaism in my life is
indeed a difficult task, one at which I have recently spent
a great deal of time and thought, In attempting such a de=
termination I have considered Judaic influences on me first
historically, and then existentially,

Being brought up in a Jewish home and attending a
conservative Synagorue I can feel my Jewish heritage sharply,
My attitudes, ambitions and perhg s many of my subconscious
drives can be traced to this heritage. These are traits that
all Jews have no matter what the degree of their religious
observance is, Pe{:-p],l.?,jtt-m}and even three generations removed
from any religious observance in spite of their protests, still
mow what it is to be a Jew due to & mething intangible bred
into the family lines. This is mot to be mistaken for something
genetic for it is inbred after birth, There is also the more
tangible heritage which manifests itself in the traditions
which I observe, Just as my parents sent me,6 so too,will I
send my children to Hebrew or Sunday school to learn of their
history. Thus they will be able to understand some of the

inbred intangibles they inherit as Jews. 'To insure a proper

atmosphere of religious training for my children, Judaism




will also play a strong role in my selection of a mate,
All of these aspects of history and tradition I do not
find hard to accept,

However, acientifichllyaI find it difficult to accept
the existential aspects of Judaism, Aside from my religious
training I was primarily educated in the school of natural
gciences, From this viewpoint of chemistry and biology, it
is hard to comprehend the concept of man as a creature of
God without solid proef. I camnot accept this idea on faith
alone due to my training, Thus, the role of Judaism becomes
subject to question. One can learn the history and even the
traditions of a people but he cannot be made to accept the
concept of God as a reality, This is the basis of my problem,
How can one observe the laws of a religion if he is not even
sure of the foundation upon which the religion is built; a
belief in God. I can at times be righteous and 'good! and
not receive a single benefit, whereas other times I may
commit 'bad' acts and be better off. Some may say that it
is a sense of having done right that is the reward for being
food, but this appears merely as a rationalization. Much of
the fault for this may lie in modern materialism, *fbeing

brought up in a materialistic period I feel that this is a

rationalization,




When asked "what is the role of Judaism in my life™
I can point to the history and Some traditi ons as being
acceptable, On the other hand, the existential aspect is
merely a large area of doubt in my mind,<werethe religious
explanations of God seem inadequate. I can only say that
I am unsure, Since the existentialﬁziiﬁmnre important to
me than the history the role of the traditions is subsequently
lessened,

one of my purposes for taking this course was to
understand my identity as a Jew, None of my doubts have
been erased and as a matter of fact a few more have been
raised, However, for as long as I consider many of these

i
questions Judaismsplay a large role in my life.

MARL —nelbkaFT
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Iama Jew., This is a fact that I am very conseious
of and also very proud of., Because Judaism hae always been
an important part of my life, 1t has formed at least a part
of my identity,

My parents, although they are far from strictly ob=
gservant, have shown all of us children the imprtance that
they p\nct in Judaism, There were al; WAYE someé conorete
observances in our home that tied us te Judaism, such as

lighting the candles on Friday night, having a special
Sabbath dinner, observing Passover, and many more, All
of these concrete things were alsways linked to the moras
ebstract principles of Judalsm, I have felt that many of
the things that go into feorming a good person also go into
forming a good Jew, but there was also more, Belng a Jew
separated me from the general population., It is a separa-
tion that is partially forced from without but also some=
thing that was self imposed., It was a unplrntinnﬂﬁnt to
be ashamed of but to be proud of because i ﬂ:i;nd for some-
thing that was special, good, and to be proud of, Being a
Jew, I learned, linked me to a people with a past. This
past includes much suffering, but this suffering had to be
accepted because they were suffering for something ;::E they
believed waes right, and worth suffering for. Because of
this larger identity, the Jewish family, there was an obliga=
tion th this larger family. There was an obligation to help
the members of our family, such as giving money to the United

Jewish Appeal, Israel Emergency Fund, and the Rabbi's fund

to help the poor, These were obligations but obligations




-
that are performed willingly.

I first learned about and experienced Judaism in
my home, I then entered into Hebrew school and the syna-
gogue life., At thie time I enjoyed services but got rela-
tively little out of Hebrew schoecl, I didn't yet under-
stand or even know of much of Judaism. I progressed gquick-.
1y through my membership in United Synagogue Youth, By this
age Iwas interested in knowing more of Judailsm, in question-
ing and trying to understand. I was now in High School and
was intellectually ready for this. During times when I was
acting as a member of thls organization I was forced to ob-
serve the rules of Judalsm more strictly than I had ever
done before. But the more I followed these observances the
more I saw much of thelr relevance and "enjoyed™ performing
them, During this pericd I happened to date only boys from
this youth group, and consequently, only Jewlsh boys, I
began to realize how important this was for me, not simply
A8 a Tule imposed by my parents but as something that I
wanted to do for myself. As Judalism gained in importance
to me T realized that this would be an importance that I
wanted to be permanent., As Judalsm grew in meaningfulness
to me, I knﬁ' that it must alsoc have meaningfulness to my
husband .

[:i find it frustrating when I see so many Jews that
know little about their Judaism and consequantly feel 1lit-
tle or no meaningfulness in it, At this stage in ny feeling
for Judalam, these cbservations do not shake my faith, But

it upsets me because I wish that more pecple could see the
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beauty and meaningfulness that I see in Judalsm, It seems
llke such a right thing to em that I would 1like many more
people to see 1t2;:1

I am now a relatively observant Jew, I cbserve much
but not all of Kashrut and the laws connected with the Sab-
bath., I have found that these observances can cause incon-
venlence but they are now meaningful enough and important
enough to me that they are worth the inconvenience caused
by theilr observance, I have adapted some of the laws to
it what 12 important and meaningful to me personally,
For instance the laws of Kashrut, when I go to & restaurant
I only order dairy, but when I go to someone's home I eat
meat that isn't kosher as long as 1t igs not one of the
prohibited foods but don't mix milk and meat, I eat the
same way in the dorm at school. My reasons for these may
seem to be rationalizatlion and I may seem extremely hypo-
¢ritical but they make sense to me. In another person's
home I do not want to go ocut of my way to make them fee)
uncomfortable, this together with other reasons makes it
more important for me to adjust my rules than to follow
the laws strictly. I consider the dorm as my home, and a
home where I have no control over the food that 1s served,
In an individual's home, if there is nothing that can be
done, I feel that the individual must adapt on small items.
On the Sabbath laws I make relatively few changes because

this is something that I have complete control over and
affects only me, Through these rule changes or adaptations
I retaln the basic meaningfulness of the laws for me, while
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making them practicly fit into my life.

Judalsm to me must be a way of 1life; it can not be
practiced as a one day a week religion, This fact that it
is a total way of life 1s a part of the reason that 1t has
80 much meaning for me, Judalsm is and shall always be im-
portant to me, In part, Judaism forms my way of life,

-




Judy Reisas

The Hole of Judaism in My Lile

In attempting to describe the role of Judsiem in my life,
I eam struck by the fact tuat Judaism is one of the most 1mpor-
tent aspects of my existence. Judalsm, nhowever vague and super-
ficisl notion I mmy have of it, is already deeply rooted in my
peing. Therefore, it is bound to afiect my life and color nmy
thinking whether consciously or not. 1 have not yelt been able
to determine one unified "role" that Judaism has for me, and
perhaps it will not become clear until mukch later in my life.
However, I am aware cof many Jewish ilmpreesions, 1deas, and
feelings and will attempt to clarify some ol these,

1t is nrecisely the rather "vague" aspects of Judaism thet
contain the most meaning for me, and thus are most significant,
such s& chilahood zssociations ind sentimentzl and nostslgic
attitudes towards Jewish things. It is difiticult to desacribe
clearly or analyze these pergonal elements of Judalism because
they are primarily emotions and akin to such feelings as those
evoked by music, powerful but only partially definable. An
:ncien{prayur, 8 heated discussion between Jews, or & YqunitE
song have a2ll deeply satirred .e on occasion. Even scemingly
insignificant elensente of Juduism, but associated with early
memories of my childhood accuire meaning such as bagels, a
fairy tgle b, Milt Gross, or tie sight of a Yiddish newspaper
which I myself can't recd. Similarly, wien I visit relatives
who have not becoie thoroughly Americenized, & sense ol velonging
and "dejs Vu" engulfs me. These emotionsl responses are, then,
my strongest tie to Jucaism.

The emoticnal and psychological aspectes of Judaism are
likewise importent beciuse Lhey incresse and vitalize my interest

in Jewish ideas and histery ag & whole. Especially, &8 1 seek
L0 establish personel vulues and ideals the impre

egione I have




28 Lo Jewlsh conceptions of human purpose znd morulity become
crucial. H it were possible to discover and identify with one
"true" wiay forming these values would be fairly simple. However,
the spectrum of Jewish thougnt ie manifold and multi-colored,
constantly changing and molding 1teell to various events and
pericds. Thus, even witnin the lirite of Judaism, the indi-
vidual is confronted with & baffling choice of ideas. However,
the study of the Jewish struggle Lo grasp the meaning of life
helps to guide one in developing hia own ideus.

The most fundamental basis of Judcism, that is, the cssump-
tion of the existence of God, at tne present time does not
trouble me excessively. 3Since cnildhood 1 have believed that
God exists, though I don't renember tne origin of that belief.
Al tniough the queﬂtiuﬂ of tne existence of God does g obaess ne,
I think thast I would be snocked if ] were to find out that
He did not exist. To ne, however, the :ost importent aspect
of the Jewish conception of God ig that it represents 2 human
idezl of perfeciion. Thus, wnether he exists in reality is
secondary to the fuct that man was =ble to conceive of a per-
fect being and strive to imitate Him. Furthermore, Lod 1is Lhe
"anchoring idea"™ to which ideas”of justice and morality are
faztenea. The Jewish passion for justice, as exemplified by
Moses and the prophets, 18 118 greaiest &chﬂﬂve.enL;

Judsipm is important im my life from a sociological and
historical point of view. The experience of my "group; tnat
is, my f&l#& Jews in recent hislory hac hed a conplex efrect
on me bothh as & Jew and & humuan being. As & Jew it has 1l-
lustrated the inmportance of an external label such as Jew
whicnIuE an individusl and the center of my wurld}I am not
alwaye so0 aware of. Etched in my &ind &as the suprene horror

1 associate other instances of inhumenity such as tne Vietnamese




War with it. Ae I grow older I feel tuet it has bDecome 1n-
creceingly incomprehnensible anad horrible. Finally, it has made
me reclive tne necessity of a crotherhooa of man &g tne supreane
value, s0 that the human race ocan survive,

Furthermore 1 =m indebtec to Judaisas for mekiag
the world s less leonely place. As o link with a remote
and distant pest it excites @y itagination. Also it has
given me 2 ricn cultursl heritage with which I can identify.
Judaic culture, however small an anount of which I may
pergonelly become zecquainted with, will hopefully be a life-
long source of inspiration.

These then are some of tne roleeg of Judsism in my life.
1 feel that Judaism, wnile not in itsell provicing an answer
L0 the complicated experiences and problems of life, neverthne-

less, in its emphasis on the value of numan lite and thEEJlEbﬂE

in the right direction.
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. Behwe one com bq,m o discuss any gueshon dealing Luth
Judasm he must detine what Judaum wmeans. Ts Judaism a
réeliien-or s it @mdﬁmﬂ else ¢ T roounder £ all the people

:f? +[ ‘I‘I"ua :‘ths f}o o Lervices oin E‘tda-'-l mﬁhf‘ ar l::l':isr:-:r“uﬁ

th Hﬁ Hﬂfyﬂ: s  Judaism i otwmusl-t a term Lheh € wore
-EHCGWP&':'-SJM; a_reliaion . :E‘-Clﬂlﬁm \s the cum n{ its P:Lr‘b

the purte be 3&%-_‘-83 the diFferences awmong Hhese indiuidudls
ar€ many th their relgous action. Some jm‘u ‘JZE'MP-"{ weekly , ofters
OhEeE a Neéar, otheys rarel M- A ﬂ)(:‘?trh-:f'. ome. :Jlgﬂﬁrw: d:r-;‘:'i'fm:r-y
laws others  don't. A _Fersm who 1s ﬁf‘."ﬂrr'rﬂ 1o call hmself 4.

| j‘ﬂbﬂ' dﬁéﬁ- S0 Léi&%ﬂ I-l: S ?raud G‘Fﬂﬂ Werd. /V::r hm?t}"t‘r"
W.fwa.]" che ‘FEEIS TEI::jiuuilj ﬁhicﬂ”l.f; or c,.uH'um”?‘ JE&;...J-;; Ly e Prw.td
o% he{rﬁ Jewish and ﬂﬂfep?z the ‘}:'séff#h?”a'l: Jew. TJudaism (s
Q. drozd ferm which can Ghlj be defined as the achons amd
thoughts of Feupl'f who call Hemselves Jews -

WH.'E?!_ cfaﬁ :J-;ddﬂiﬂm mMeaN ?‘5 me ? jﬁafﬂuh ur-"'?ﬁ;-:aurie 4’5:1'_3;
desined as the habits of Jews. OF course L have bSeewn (n contact
with  Judaiam —&‘rﬂth\o& ‘!’1-'E'H‘]‘“| \‘}Eﬂrs -:inmiI will consider
g direct corgtrdate contact  with Judaism and Hhe role
it~ has ,ﬂ‘fi‘gfahir my life . |

Lf.,"'?‘n‘.fﬂ I was '?'ﬁum-?ér" _Ih..:'ﬁfs. 'j"ﬁfrl'-tf _Eﬂn-ﬂ'—ﬂrﬂfd L..:.-'“H-.

Bftrﬂ .erLmsL I_wﬁa .I_f;irc:uﬂhf Upm weehs ;"14{"&.4 .!‘ér’?"t' ﬂﬂd
[iost- #he_enthre commanty was Jewnsh T went to fHebrew

Scheol  ard wes Iar Mifevahed T must m'}f between Hhe qaes st

twelve omd fourteen L was in e Synegoqur guf‘ff often. ﬁ?f

i “Flrtfv-ti‘:'v were bemﬂ Bac Mitzvahed ot B Zime  as wel/

as Q‘fﬁﬂr members 0F 7}:? f’ﬁﬂf)g, L Adidn't realize I poasin

G winertt o at all. ——— .

| When VT \was Fiffeen my fnrm;j moved 4 Mﬂ”}ﬂwﬂhfﬁﬂm

~Jesed ~ po ulation 7000, T Finally realized what i+ was [ike

4o be'in & im}n'f}( — A _Very smal | mitﬁfarif*y+ There were. fwo

Jewish Aamilies n' Matawan™ before wmy howsny clevelopinont- g

built: There was [#fe Hfm:v\rj blatont 2udiee . blhen fe

lotal Students {:ﬂu.rd oul T was"™ Jewish C Y dids't believe (1

because of my last neme g asked e some “ridieulous Questons

mﬂﬁt}ﬁm made mh‘ﬂ.-. I mnh::lEred i Pr&duL’t‘ ot iﬂhnrﬂ.nﬂﬂ

more___Tham _hatred "




| Where does this |eaue me (n my discussion 05 what Judaism
Tneans o wme. L felt necessary 4 Show how T have been a
 Jew oas a ymewbher ot o majordty ond also as a member
OF a wivority. | am veady to Fry and answer what Judaism
'}WEE}H'E} '.[E?]"}"f HZ I— "F-!Hiﬁllfi '].-',';'L‘Ij led 'Ij'l'fﬂl" 5-1+ [EIEE' L’Jﬁﬁfﬂ EEZEE—WE.
| Judaism _as a religoh means ha‘fﬁlﬂj tome. T haven't
_beento_ceruices _m_Fwo vears _yor do T aobserve Vom Kibpur an
Rosh Heashonah which T had done all My <Drevious years. cla
not believe in God _and T don't believe ' in’ orqanized fE":‘";jfﬂﬂ: =
| BH'J" L condemn Dfﬂr.:tmaﬂd. celiqion k.u‘;?re’ I agﬁrﬁi‘{ cma/ﬂl?m (4] E.;E.ff-'ri?if‘
in Gbod. T Heel F person E?‘e}lﬂldf‘;. m a God he should pray .
i Anyuiay he _wants fo_ ﬁmp‘rﬂw and anywhece. Theve (s xo :.?;;Pa/?éa
Sollows weetfen prayers and prevy en masse’ in c designated worship hal/
rﬂcare He religious as d{‘ :flw[msm anct {::!:s rUuB '#’LE Fufes
_wi;:'cﬁ go m‘én? with, e religons  means :’a!raﬂ:;uf_ “/u ME .
N In ny relatrons wﬂg olther ffﬂpfg o' [ consider Judaism,
.' fm’mrfqnf" j more SPEE.:‘{EEIEﬂy inmy_relahionships with qids . Fortunatel ny
.ParErds believe, like T do ard” Here is o conflick between us. We
Lelieve that religom should have mo bearing on whe T date or wheo
I h'nwrr-f. ungﬂr‘l‘u«uﬁ'l . herE S !-dllErE v I.rh'{'D & hnEm‘fZil {'LﬂﬂFffﬂ%.
I'F I j"h:l'!."r"L_{l a hon- Jew L do '}m+ want J'Hj CJ‘LIMFEH
raised in my wife's religion . Though I clo not believe in Juckaish
as 4 itive role os ::IrEliSmn T believe (F 751 be ﬁ’{‘!“
,juP:riﬂr 1o Catholicisu Ghich ts Yoo da?m&ﬁ{.. avel _medieval _Tor
e 1o want my children Yo follow. I db not Know moch about The
varous Retestadt cecls but T feel (F T had 42 follow any releguon (F
(Wwould be Tudaism rather thom Botetaitsm . Buddhim or any olher.
B marry a Jewish 5#5_ who (S relisous what will L do € Lhd]
L ::I-"ﬂuu ?irj children ?@ b raced I"Ef:f;jf}u:/fg even Hou 5 I conseAer
His L:Pﬁrmjm a Sacel This dilemma hes alua iﬁmhg and
Um still net suwe what L wil do. T feel that if a child 15
cortact with other children who are Jewsh, Catholic or any other
.*‘E\fﬂmn and he s an ﬂﬁnﬂ£+lﬂ orathest or a “_huh—dﬂrﬂrfff‘_ i1 M;ﬂf:f‘ ..
. Pl _llcmn him menta [y, 1 feel 4 Younger child (n our sncﬂefy has +a
have somg tliation (with a ‘re\i&mn or it ay harm. him men*ral.'e*l
and cause him e CESSar | %:mb".&mg- -ﬂxertfure I mlt 'Pr&hlb“j :
e o ‘tremendous paceil and when iy kids ask me
(& they are Jewsh T @ll say yes. If dhey want fo go

<
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Ao thbrew School T will aflow it They deserve the chance 1o
.J:mdﬁﬂ" Sﬂl“\?'th"'tj n Sudasm's rEiu'amq:-. ‘IE'ac!'urij; which E
haven’'T. Tt E e Hat even ‘f‘ltnu_a'h T d not believe In
.u.Erahuppmj ﬂlr:_al lownn T.l_uimam a;?.’m rjtﬂlnﬂm/ Ifm qﬁ]ﬁnﬁ-

| pecawe M QidiRg  [n Kee @ reEligedh a6y gllowln
'71;7 ehilaren The o ,-,"Zm'-;j/ )‘ffﬁ? j&_wr'ﬂ{'-?r J /
| There ane _aspects of Judaism whk T cndd fke 7o
.ﬂ'ifﬁﬂw's ;?A::L I?(;E'E'f ﬂa" Jeus are ﬂEhem“j . r'i:gjar:ilﬂ's e:l{' the
QJFFE"T\ th ot ther TE\ijm-.E. COnN LCHonsS . 'uE'r:j ﬂPEn mundled PD!IJII::QH. p
Ifta *.I'EI:J :‘rﬁf.rlei'f 'I*H?EE'H‘ as 4 fﬂﬂierﬁﬂ."f'l”tl‘ J’:I:.E'F‘ﬂif, or Fﬂdrfifi#
bu"_ i"ﬂHli?'r :,"J_E. Jer {;ffﬂ mmdﬂd ouned [h '&NDF ﬂ{' fht:':&+ Cih f’pﬂ
of f:‘hamqﬂ bewng re rapon.sihij 1 the Pﬁ’xf’n?x L fee ;ﬁaz
Hhere (s ' Tuch leht for Amercea ™ o do 4o hep 1k ple and I
ﬁ’f’f }"';Jr-:ai”:_ j??nﬁfﬂ:iﬁﬂ'"ﬂu.& Qare auore. o¥ Hais ahc?(a 2 i, AL 5
Ioresent  In E-UEEDl‘*.‘ of “|beral” I?juﬁilc-,‘i‘icah and (n construchive
_Imovemeyits . hether His i< a Pn:aducir of the religion or of the
- European enviromment of Fﬂﬂ‘&ﬂEhErﬁE’nmﬁ, 13 debriljubﬁe , but 17
s o ver f}m.-'?f af*féﬁmcf{?/r: {iﬂ }ﬁdfism Therefere ::Euj,f o
e L €0 pIE 4 large perceminge) Lwoke dre willin C e
Fobieciie. 00 stk or G Lable: Aadecn, | o o

| I feel Hdt respect in .::Hcamifuf 5 Eiif'l“-‘.‘h'-fj? EMF:?F'{H_H'!L,
Nt M‘I‘;‘r the respect of a_child for”his parents ‘but just ag
lmportant ‘the parents respect for H«flr children. Tt must
_de r'm"?'ehi a T -wa process for the famiy 7o maintam

el ac a Pos-r':Hl.f’E tstitution.  Jews consisten H)ﬂ have.
Close fumilies. " which 15 a ?md'acf of this dexzp hﬁ’ﬂ“"{“ﬂ’f ,h:s‘;per:?‘-

Children who gre obedient and who want 4o make Hhare al
prowd and h“FF‘f‘ Vaente who have. faith i Yheir fﬂfm and
_ Emwh:ie_ them with all Hhe took and{arf‘m"fﬂ' &8, as well as Yhe
_invaluable 3m’r:hhl:ﬂt weeessary o lead q oheanin ful Life.-
L believe " fove and respect (n @ ﬁmr'fy s one ‘of the mast
wt asPej: o a rsan’-sﬂ Ife fﬁ?d’ éwﬁmzew; e nfzé‘iff#
ews Sef experience  This relationshep e cgiiienily,
| _ hﬂ about ﬁﬂ{'jmqﬁ atlached +o {T mC e !
charactetistics Philp Poth” writs So jraﬂfziﬂ-f about-
think the “ TJewtsh {;-bﬂﬁr - Chcken S kﬁ:* Images are gclowl

.diiiﬂhihg and E}EQ&mmg less prominenl’ s ademarks :
presence of certain Tewish feadences

ews. | realize th
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bt every Peoi:les have +her charaderstc fendencies . Jhis s a.

m ‘;-uﬂckmnglﬁ:i ﬂE.FeC'f or Judousm's impact on me.

| I ﬁl.ﬂuf'_ dis cussed ‘H'ur.‘-,? {IE-P-:’C"['L GE ~uf-1ﬁlf'ﬂn l..u.:llt-.d’l are

hEGRIn ﬁu‘r 1o mg amd fhese ?‘ﬂif‘ e ?tdff pfﬂsﬂff ..Zr:?rﬂ
r-fzun ouk Y +future and very distressed wkli‘ rnj environmewt:

T will forever hate myself F I do wet take a me.::mmsfcm" Paf-é

| Through life. T want %o help Peapff who need J{E.‘?ﬂ and who

Can't kel f');EHiE-EfFEE- 3 ,4::: ve beéen ffiiﬁ’fa /n having The

op ortun fir:a I have had ond éﬂ}ﬁf 7o ﬁﬂw}ﬁff Fhese %ﬂaﬂum’ﬁﬂ: .
: i hﬂmyf?/pfe &5 Jnf"c.???- I H.EM‘?L ?CE-"!E‘? {lﬂﬂﬂd POJ"EFL+
ond brin up c:l..lﬁrem as well a5 m rents bruuﬁhf me Up.
(an Judaism hell me Yo ackieve Thee q ls

i I S-J(‘o.r'ffd GHC b"f SmL}fn IL'LE?E & Ver t'rré-*llfﬂ'muquLdj.
G non-believer. Buof 1 fhen Eﬁafr; 7t Z1e/t  Jews re

| r&minenf:ﬂ_‘?ﬂsfﬁue Pcﬁﬁ'a‘?‘cm"w?‘mn and ??Jé}?e‘:'-rj\ﬁd?% ovide beautyful
_‘F:Hruflr' rela (onships . It & these uer?( ﬂ:hﬂt‘ﬂﬂ‘f‘fl“i(‘ﬁrﬂ ) sifive
Qc'f'mn and g I-‘nﬁ J‘P?' 'Famfj wéfcxi_f COnSIder JTHFJ«"E’ME g

liel of virtues. T'iau A oy sound harsh in my trect ment
of worship T must admit et 'Tudasm does have meaning fo me
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T sees myself as an heir to Jewish heritage, Heritapge to me 1s a set of his-
torical traditions which tell me where I came from and where I stand; T also
see Jewish heritare as an emphasis on Zionism and soecial activism. With such an
understanding in mind, I can see for example that American Jews should nlay an
"getivist " role in contemporar: social problems, The Jew muast realize that he
must ally himself with the black man not as the condescendinz "white liberal®
who daghes off his anmual check to the NAACP at Chanukah time, Instead the

American Jew of 1969, no matter how well off he may be, must be aware that

once upon & time his father or grandfather suffered the same kind of systema-

(Ryeds 12

tized social and economic discriminatiom-as the Negreo in the Fale of Foland.
B v referine to his "religious historieal™ past, the Jew can understand the
black man's plight and feel his suffering.

Jewish history has compelled me to understand the need and importance
of the State of Israel., After two thousand years filled with physical and
eultural cenocide (if one excuses the passionate rhetoric), a Jew from Soviet
Russia or from the mellah in Alglers has known little in his 1ifetime but per-
gonal degredation, Zionism is literally the incathering of the exiles and it
provides a place where a Jew can walk with diepnity. As a Jew who happens to
feel somewhat "secure™ in the Diaspora, mv politieal Zion is rirht here in

America., I must confess that I have never known blastant anti-semetism save

for the polite lily-white condescension of WASPs who "tolerated" my prescence
4t @ i5a00r Roogd

among their children. T see Zionism as a necessity for it glves the oppressed

Jew a new lease on life.
In seeing how else Judaism plays a meaningful role in my life, I wish to
make an unlikely but truly relevant comparison of Judaism with psychoanal}isis

M,
Yis-a-vis thelr aims., BDoth Judaism and psychoanalysis hope to have an individual




bacoma "totally "immersed® in life" because both "faiths™ believe that one can
find fulfilment in this 1life, Psychoanalysis affords Man the opportunity of
seaing himself as he really is and forces him to eradicate psuedo perceptions
of himself. IIII. other words, it provides him with an in depth understanding
of his limitations and potential qualities. The analyst and his patient work
togethar in developping those potential qualities which will give the patisnt
enough strength and foresight jHl successfully combatéimg his trials. Further-
more psychoanalysis is not to be regarded as an apocalyptical adventure where
the patient receives a vast reservoir of wisdom, Judaism as well does not hold
any pretenses to attempt such endeaveors; instead it recognizes Man's limitations
and sets direction for him to make use of his potential,

I sea the ssssnce of Judaism as a set of directions and precepts of which
the Jew can gain some conception of his role in an often chaotic but still prom=
ising world, Torah which can be described as both "teaching" and "law" provides
the process in which Man can at least search for clear insights into his nature.
™ ..'" You shall teach them the statutes and the decisions and make them know the
way in which they must walk and what they must do'..." (Ex.18:20) feunden-paze
Toitihove—dudebsnaiiifonad. Hopefully, some of the precepts of the lTorah and
the Halachah tradition as well as the martyrdoms of Hanna Senesch, Andrew Good-
man and even the wit of Gertrude Berg can at least offer me 2 spark of an in-
sight into the ncble endeavors and absurdities of life, By its very implicationm,
Judaism does not expect Man to gain the answers to the ultimate mysteries of 1ife
or be imbued with all the fruits of human knowledge. But although nis not ex-
pected to reach these goals, Man's very striving after them" provides him with
the best possible means of understanding kimself.

However, my greatest problem with my relationship to Judaism is not whether




I feal insecure in my identity as a Jew: I happen to feel quite at sase in ac-
cepting my religious heritage. DBut what I wish to avoid is using Judaism as a

drug or sensitivity experience in trying to resolve personality conflicts. All

that I would be doing is reducing Judaism to a series of psychological principles. h
Imaddition, it 1s often too easy for me to fall into the trap of using my rel-
igion as a podiim-£or expounding upon my prendices and self-rightecusmsss, How
simple it is to castigate the Miri-Budds for hypocres¥] In otherwords, they are

so willing to die for the Biafrans-fhd the Viethiimses but abashedly dsnounce

their Jewish heritage, Such passion on my part falya perversldmaf my Jewish
identitys

Miladd <. IKlso
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By comparing Judaism to a triangle, it becomes evident
that Judaism means more to the Jew than just a conglomeration
of rituals, laws, and customs. Judaism has always represented
more than this to me, for it has become the foundation of
my existence and a focal point of my life.

Using a simple geometric figure, the triangle, as an
analogy, the three points can be compared to the three
primary conceptions of Judaism held by the Jew in relation
to his lifetime. Three dimensions of Judaism must be
considered to achieve a complete understanding of the meaning
of Judaism to the Jew, The three comecting lines which give
the figure its distincetive form may be compred to the broad
philosophy which underlies the faith. The transformations
which have been made through the years in ritual and custom
are of little consgquence compared to the eternal wvalues that
have buttressed Judaism through centuries in the face of
adversity, These lines represent the roots of thought and
tradition that have remained unchanged in spite of other
alterations t hat have occurred. Although Judaism has been
flexible and has adapted to change, it has managed to maintain
a basic philesophy that has been successfully applied to the
past, present, and future,

At the apex or the uppermost point on:the triangle is
the most conspicuous conception of Judaism -~ that which

pertains to the present, PFor those who are unfamiliar with

Judaism, the insights and spiritual solace that are characteristic




of Judaism, appear to mike Judaism appear to be a remote, solemn,
and somber faith., In the eyes of the Jew, these play a more
vivid role, Essential to any understanding of the present
meaning of Judaism for the Jew is an examination of the basie
theology or the connecting lines of the triangle.

The principle tenets of Judaism include the belief in a
personal God whose ways are bevond man's comprehension, but
whose reality makes the difference between a world that has
purpose and one that is meaningless; the belief that man is
made in God'S image and his role in the universe is a 'migue
one despite the failures that spring from his mortalityj-
that man is endowed with infinite potentialities for greatness
and goodness,

One can easily discern the pervasiveness of these values
in Jewish life today as they form an integral part of it.
Because they are not confined to the synagogue alone, they
assume a far=reaching effcet on the relationship of the Jew
to his family, community, and society at large.

Judaism holds that man can most genuinely worship Ged
by imitating those qualities that are Godly -- compassion,
justice, and tolerance., The Talmud speaks of three general
princinles in life: Torah, or learningj service of God; and
performance of good deeds or charity. Taking these values
in the context of everyday life, one can easily see their
manifestations. The core of Judaism as found in the Mogaic

formula for treating our neighbor fairly, respecting his

rights, his property, and above all his oerson. Thus, if we
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deal justly with our fellowmen, truth will triumph and peace will
reign., This passion for Jjust human relations dominates the
ethical teachings of Judaism and is the starting point from
which all Jewish teaching commences.

The theme of freedom and equality also runs throughout
Jewi sh history and guides the relationship of the Jew toward
his fellowman. These values are voiced today by Jewish support
of such issues as integrity in public office, just labor
management relations, civil rights and civil liberties,
equality of economic opportunity, decent education, housing
and health standards for all citizens, and peace among the
nations of the world.

Probably one of the most characterstic features of Jewish
life is its emphasis on family integrity and unity. The
religious loyalties linked to the love of home have strengthened
both the home and the religion as well, Judaism measures the
dignity of man in relation te his family circle and each member
of the family has an important and indéspensible role, The
modern Jewish family has retained the high standards embodied
in Jewish tradition by its emphasis on the unity of family
experience and the sharing of joys and sorrows. It is perhaps
this family experience that has played the most important role
in my life as a Jew, for it has contributed to the preservation
and instilling of values and ideas which have modified my
relationships in other settings. This family solidarity has

been a major factor in the survival of the Jews through the

trials and tribulations of the tenturies.




Although I have only presented a glimpse of Jewish life
in its present context, it is obwvious that the precepts of
Judaism are extended beyond the synagogue to provide a
guide to everyday relationshipg and situations. Because
Judaism embraces the secular elements as well as the sacred
ones, it is more than its core doctrine., Because it sets
certain objectives before man and leaves it to his diseretion
which path to take to achieve these goals, esach individun'l)
by whatever grasp of knowledge he has, must choose his own
course, The truth and ideals of Judaism live only to the
degree to which they are realized in the daily interactions
of each Jewish person,

The second point on the triangle represents the past.
The Jew today recognizes that he is a part of a vast cultural
heritage that has existed for thousands of years. The
traditions embodied int he laws and rituals connect him
te this past and add meaning to his present existence. Because
Judaism has survived in the face of relentless persecutions
and despite the { act that its adherents are wvastly outnumbered
and secattered all over the world, the Jewish people have
maintained a solidarity ummatched by any other ethnic group.
Fegardless of their nationality, theéy have felt a strong
identification with one another so that these bonds of unity
have only become fortified when threatened by adversaries.

Judaism is one of the oldest religions known to man, with

a tradition that reached back as far as the dawn of civilization.
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It has contributed richly to civilization and has grown and kept
pace with the spiritual needs of more than a hundred generations.
For these reasons, Jews are intensely interested in their
ancestors although they are personally far removed from many

of their rituals and traditions. It is only through recognizing
this added dimension of the history of the Jewish people

that one can fully appreciate the pride in their faith the
Jewish people feel, Recognition of these past glories

also aids to an appreciation of the future.

#-The third and final point on the triangle is the future
role of Judidism in my life, Hope describes this aspect

of Judaism == a threefold hope based on hope for the individual
soul, that it will attain the fulfillment of which it falls
short of in the flesh} hope for the people as a whole, or

the expectation of ultimate deliverance and wvindicationj

hope for society, or the assurance that it willb e regenerated
into something better when evil is purged and good is perfected
and male permanent. Together these make a confidence that

for man, for Israel, and for mankind, a better world lies
ahead.

It is through the realization of the will of God that
these hopes will become realities for He has spurred mankind
throughout history te greater good, Throuth these aspirations
and hopes, pursued with skill and fortitude, this age may
come into being.

Por me, Judaism represente an optimism and faith in the

innate goodness of man, Judaism has in the past and will in
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tha futurtfﬁn illuminating force which is s'd ted to stand
for that which I believe in and cherish dearly. Judaism
functions asthestarting point from which to commence my
life's journey, and with a little wisdom and prudence, it can

lead me on that way safely and joyfully.

o
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Judalsm has provided me with an everpresent point
of ldentification in environments of both Jews and Gentiles.
Flrat, a dlscussion of the meaning of Judaism for me will
enable me to determine the role it is to play in my life.

Judalsm as a structured religion consiats of all
the practices, observances, prayers, customs, and liturgy
that differentiate 1t from other relizions. For me, the
practices, the day to day rituals, the specific prayers to
be recited, often by rote rather than feeling, are all

secondary to the philosophical teachings, the commentaries on
H.ﬁwﬁff; -

human exlstence that are not unlike those' of every other N av
J \

major relliglon of the world,

My first exposure to Judalsm, and my first recog=-
nition that I am a Jew came to me in the first years of my
rellglous school tralning, During that time I was taught
the hiatéry of the the Jews, the meaninzg and observances of
the holldays, and the rudiments of Hebrew and the liturgy of
the relizlous service. It was not until later in my
religlous school education that I was exposed to the
philosophy of Judalism, indeed of all religion, This philoso-
phy 18 the essence of Judalsm for me.

My religion 1s much more than prayer and failthful
attendgnge-at Sabbath and holiday services, In fact, I often

find religlous cobservence irrelevemt to my daily life.




My religion 18 a more universalist one than more orthodox
members of the Jewish community would accept. It is a belief
that stems from the falth in man, rather tham the failth in a
supernatural power. At the risk of appearing blasphemous,
I suggest that one need not ever set foot in a synagogue,
perhaps not even hold a bellef in God, in order to be a good
Jew,

All thls 18 not to say that Judalsm, or any other
religion, is unnecessary or superflucus. Hather, it 1s a
vehicle through which we may learn the phllosophy of religion,
the teaching that man, together with his symbolic¢ "brothers"
must act according to his own conscience to make a world 1in
which he can mchleve whatéver goals he may hold,.

One may ask,"why,then, should any religion exlist?"
The answer to me 1s simple. Religlon serves as the most
powerful and pervasive institution of educatlion that exists.
It provides us wlth our foundatlon of ethics; 1t outllines
a plan by whlch we can strive to live righteocusly and
justly, Heligion gives us a sense of direction or goal
orlentation; the prescriptions and directives of how to act,
how to behave in a specific situation are secondary. It would
have been enough to merely peint us in the right direction,

My concept of Judalsm is not clear ocut; rather,
it 18 abstract and hazy, reflecting the unspecific, unpre-

scribed nature of action I feel to be religlous. 1t would be

far easler for me to tell what Judalsm 1s not,




Judalsm 1s not the observance of heoliday, the chanting
oT prayer, the wearlng of skull cap and prayer shawl., For those
who bellieve that all one must do to gqualify as a good Jew,
and hence, & good person, is faithfully fulfill these actions,
Judaism is as empty and meaningless as pagan idol worshlp.
fiather, these actions should serve only as reminders that
there 15 a much deeper meaning to religion, that rellzion
encompasses the act of living, and not just the act of acting,

il firmly believe that I am a good Jew. I make this
claim with the full knowledge that I rarely attend services,
that there i8 much I do not know about customs and observences,
I make this claim on the basis of my belief that I am striving
to fulfill the teaching of my religlon, the teachings basic
to any religion--to be a good person. 1 realize, however,
that the concept of "goodness" 1s empty unless it is lived.

I chogse to maintain my identification with Judalsm as a
reminder of the baslc philosophies I will strive to follow.

One may now ask, "Why do I choose Judalsm as my
reminder to be a 'good' person?" Quite frankly, I believe
that Judalsm 1s the best religlon through which the education
o which I spoke previously can be carried out, The Judaism
to which I have been exposed, although cold and empty in
some instances, seems to best relate my life to its philosoph-
ical teachings,

My affiliation with Judalism is with the Heform Movement

It 18 my bellef that Heform Judalsm 18 the best example of




living Judalsm. By paring away much that is trivial, that
is superfluous and empty in modern day context, Reform
Judalsm 1s better able to address itself to the questions of
1iving., In the Reform Movement, one is no longer forced to

go through the motions of meaningless ritual in order to

prove one's self, Heform Judalsm represents to me an

attempt to make Judalsm a living religlon, concerned with
1iving people, An important aspect of Judalsm, unique among
major religions, is that the religion is chlefly concerned
With existence now, and does not dwell so much on the import-
ance of salvatlon or llfe after death,

My relizlous ldentification has not been constant
or conslstent, There have been times when I have accepted
the religion, along with all its rituals and trivialities,
without questlion. This occured during the early part of my
1ife, when I had not developed my intellectual skills enough
to understand all the implications of my religlous belief,
Like any child, I hadcto-be toldcdand’direoted by my elders,

After this came a period of great questioning.
Disillusioned by the lmmediate irrelevence of all religious
practice vis & vis my own life, I rejected religzion completely,
not realizing that I was discarding very much of the good
along with what I believed to be the bad aspects of religlion.

it 1s only recently that I have renewed my ldentl-

fication with Judalsm, I realize now the importance of

much of my religlous education. What I could not understand




a Tew short years ago now seems so much more relevent to me
now, Having developed soclally and intellectually, I can look
at ldeas wlth a better perspective, My Confirmation training,
which seemed totally without wvalue at the time of my Confirm-
ation, 1s much iura meaningful to me now that I have been
able to relate it to my life,

I wlll not try to convince myself or others that
my stronger identification wlll make me a more cbservant person.
Judaism cccuples an important place in my life, not because
it directly serves to influence my actions, but because it
serves to influence my thoughts, which alone serve to direct
my actions.

Judalsm's role in my 1life is that of a philosophy
of existence, rather than a religion in the traditional
sense of the word. It serves as a soclal consclence, and the
outward manifestations of the religlon serve only as a
reminder of the inner ilmplications of my belief. I must
conclude from my observations of self and octher men, however,
that man, though he may etrive, is imperfect, and is thus,
often in need of reminders, Perhaps those who wander must
have rellzion as this reminder. Perhaps only when man achieves
perfection,wlll religion disappear, Until then, religion
wWwill fulrill this important purpose, and, I believe, my

Judalsm will do so for me.

Pa.l Levip
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This 1z a rather difficult paper for me to write. It

deals with the religion I was brought up to believe - Judaism -
and the religion I later renounced as inconsistent with

my philosophy of life. I have considered myself, for some

time now, a Jew in name and cultural upbringing only. May

it sound phony or not, thils course taught by you, Rabbl Silver,

has set me to wondering if my renuncilation of Judiasm was

not a faddish, immature reaction to prove to myself and to
others my true liberality. Originally, I believed Judaism
to be as dogmatlic as any of the other great religions. I

was refuting dogmatism. Through this course, however, I have
been thinking more and more as to whether I am atill a Jew,

I have begun to wonder if I am simply a radical Jew = but
then Judalsm seems such a personal religion - I wonder if
there 1s such a thing as a radical Jew.

Originally I renounced Judalsm because I was completely
sclence-orisnted. I considered myself a member of the new
science left., Anything inconsistent with sclence simply had
no part in my life philosophy. Everything followed from &
cause-affect relationship. Everything either could or some=
day would be fully explained by the methods of sclentific
logic, Therefore, of what need did I have for a God? To me,
God was simply a mental crutch created by the imagination of
weaker people. God simply explained or gave meaning to the
incomprehensible. I, however, had seen the true light =-
gclence. I had no use for & weak man's God. 1 was strong.

I needed no cratch. Thus, my renunciation of Judaism.

I still consider myself science oriented in the fact




that all natural phenomena may be explained by sclentific
logle. However, my concept of God has changed, from a super-
natural opponent of sclence to a completely different rather
amorphous concept (which I shall explain later). Perhaps

it was maturity or perhaps it was my need for a mental crutch
(I can not actually determine which yet) I now truely belleve
in a God concept and perhaps even Judaism.

All great religlons promise redemption. Judalsm promises
redemption through the teachings of the Torah. However, it
naes been stated that theres has b2en found more true benefits
in the following of the Torah itself, than in the hope of being
reddemed. I cannot truthfully say that I have studied the
Torah; therefore 1t would be immpossible for me, if not
completely hypocritical, to base my life on the set of rules
as put forth in the Torah. Rather, I have devised my own
Torah 1n the Jewish tradition. I have devised or utidized
my own set of rules to help me (crutbh) explain my questions
of death, my questions of sex, my questicns of love, my
qusstions of health, my questions of life. My "Torah" and
my "God"™ are the same overriding meral force = goclety. (At
first this may seem to imply that T am simply a tool of the
Socliety. Although true to an extent, I am selective, and
do utilize freely directed will.)

My 1ife philosophy deals with truthfullness to self =
consistancy of self. As discussed in class, this does not
condemrn me to an island among men, Rather, interactions are
a8 important to me as they were to your life philosophy. How=-
ever, to me, instead of your over=riding "Sinai®, there is
slmply another soclietal myself to react and learn from. Through

the love I gain from these various myself interactions, I will




gain, in the manner I deem best for mysellf - and I must be
internally consistent - answers to the questions that religlion
may help in answering. Surely, this is a cruteh. I am just
beginning to realize this = and it seems to me that my 1life
is changing because of 1t.
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Thus far, Judaism has had an enormous effect on my life
and it will continue to be 80 in the future, I must admit that
I am not as relipious as I was before I entered ¢ollege, but my
orientation keeps my practices within certain limits., One of the
moat disturbing things which I have discovered in the past year
is that far too many Jews don't identify themselves in the least
with their religion and the fact has changed many of my attitudes.
How many times have I heard someons say that he waz so Jewish that
he was practically a Catholie or"I'm not religions but I'm very
Zionietic." My cousin, when speaking to me about a friend of hers
whom she wanted me %o meet said "iell Allan, she's reformed, She
goes to The Temple, Oh, but she's going to Israel during vacation,"
Please don't get me wrong, I'm not knocking Reformed Jews because
they are Zionistic, There are plenty of Orthodox Jews who are
ang up entirely over Israel whersas other aspects of their relipgion
don't seem to concern them, What am I coming to? I believe that
Jews should identify themselves as being Jewish, Why am I orthodox?
I believe that Cedkbme falling a bit short from a high goal is much
better than setting & much lower one and [slling short ef it.

It seems very logical to me, By subtracting from the level of
religious goals, Ibelieve that it is becoming easier and easier
not to live up to those lower goals, As the goals are lmred.l 50
is the attachment to their religion of all those people who

did lower their goals. One needs only to look at the rate of
intermarrisge to testify to this fact,

How then will Judaism affect my 1ife? The answer is very
simple, Greatly, It will affect the person with whom I will decide
to spend the rest of my life, It will affect my career since
I will not work on the Sabbath, It will affect the way I raise my
children, but most importantly it should mﬁkl a better man of me,
Statistics show that frequent relipious atbndance at church or

aynagogue affects a person's values, I knew it before I read
about it. TYes, Judaism will greatly, as it has in the past, affect
my 1ife,

AL A el




Thus far in my life Judalsm has been an intanglble
force from which I have derived my ethical bellefs. These
Jewlsh values have been passively ( that 1s not of my own
volition) inculcated into me by my parents, as I will do
with my own children. It willl be my ultimate source of
moral guldelines., Judailsm wlll funetion as a positive
force in my attempt to live a happy and Jjust life,.

Part of my living will consist of beginning a new
famlly. Judalsm wlll provide a core around which this
famlly can ildentify. The traditlions of the past will serve
as a unifying force to create continulty between the gen-

erations and with the Jewlsh community.
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THE ROLE JUDATSH PLAYS IN oY LIFE

Elizabtbeth (roas
Rabbi Silver
Religion 106
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THE ROLE JUDAISM FLAYS IN MY LIFE

Certainly the two courses I have taken with you have taught me a
great deal more than simply the history of Judsism. They have helped
me clarify my ideas on what is moral and what is immoral, and I have
gained an even greater respsct anc admiration | for the Jews and the Way
in which they conduct{ad) their lives in relation ‘to both their Torah
anf the community in which they live(d)., The laws and the life styrlea
of thea Jeaws reflect a compassion for the wronged, for the "underdog,”
and a convietion thst self-respect and learninz are of utmost importance
in one'a life.

Before I discusa these ideas further, T would like to tell you of
a4 particular peraonal experience I had which has a direct relationship
to this paper. My husband iz from a Jewish background, When we were
planning to met married my parents were as pleased as they could he,
aa they think very highly of John, However, when they discovered that
he is Jewlsh, there wes a tremendous reaction against the marriage. In
all honesty I was flabbergasted, as my parents are angd alwsys have bean

leadera in civil rights in Minneapolis., Because of the reaction I

thought back and tried to remember anything which thay had said to my

. sister "In-:l me concerning Jews, any attitudes which might have been
e o £ ‘ﬂ i

i

v b2y jd. The only thing I could remember waa once having asked my

ywhat difference there was betwesn the J
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page 2

Jews did not believe that Jesus was the son of God (which was a sufficient
answer a8 I was only 9 or 10 at the time.,) And this was not related to
me in a downgrading way, as my mother also stated that she didn't

balieve in Christ'sa divinity either,

I think my parents were as surprised at their resction as I was. In

all honesty I had never Lefore experienced any prejudice against Jews

r even know that any existed, That seems awfully naive and even

rather hard to believe now, but Minneapolis simply in not a race- or
religiously torn city by any atretch of the imagination; also there were
no Jaws in my hiesh school = which, il T had thought about it st that time,
might have seemed awfully strange - but I was definitely not the thinking
type when I was that age. Also, my parents have always pressed upon
mé the importance of treating others with respect - that the worst
possible sin is to make another feel inferior, no matter who or what he
hapoened to be, and that when all the extérnals were taken away, each
person is nothingmore or less than a human being and therefore has the
same rights as the next peraon,

S0 now you understand a little better my interest in Judsism, T
wanted to see what all this hubbub was about, which resulted in my taking
this course, I understand that the Jews are a special pecple, but because of
their history and the precepts by which they live(d) - which reflect

thelir concern for granting everyones an equal chance, within the

necesgsary dictates of the laws. T have seriously thought of converting,
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but after examining my reasons for wanting to do so I decided it wss not
necessary,

Wow why soould Judaism play & reole in my life? Jn the past four
years 1 have zained an insight (or rather been hit over the head, con-
sidering my [ormer naivete) with the realities of life, one ol which 1s
the fact that in certain areas of this country and the world anti-senmitism
still exists, I think this problem will contime to exist until the
people who live in this world are all brought up to feel adequate and
secure and confident enocugh in themselves so that they don't need scape-
goats, Along with this goes the necessibty of s=ducating people about
themselvena, teaching them the "whys" of their behaviors, Obviocusly this
state of affsire in not imminent. But I can do my small part in helping
to bring it about, by educating my childreneto«be along these lines, and
also perhaps helping to influence the attitudes of others through active
involvement in various civil rirhts organigationa. The amount of pood
which T contribute certainly will not be earthshaking but will do some=
thing towards helping people t¢ realize the irrationality and destruct-
iveness of anti-semitism,

Judiasm is also importRat to me becauss of what it offers throupgh
its ideology. (I cannot accept it as a religion because I don't believe

there is such a thing as & "superior being™ or whatewer anyone wlshes to

call it.) But its laws reflect the balante between complete freedom and

the responsibilities onhe muat naceasarily carry in arder to enjoy that
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freedom. In short, it offers & beautiful system of both civil andg

moral checks and balances, many of which were copled by he court syatem

in the United States today. But above all, Judaism refuses to be narrow=
minded and rigid. It is flexible and changes with the need of the

changing sicieties, I have profound respect for it because of these

CEADTIS »




What does Judlsm mesn to me,

Bobert Fost, Jr.

> 2
Rabhi 3ilver
Religion 306
June &, 1969
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When I first thought about this question, the thought came
to me that as a religlon, Judlsm means slmost nothing to me, In
regarding it as & religious value, I feel that it furthers soclal
probleme as do all other religlons. As 1s evident, 1 am not one
to speak in favor of religlous values, However, when I look upecn
Judism as constituting a very prominent ethnic minority, I can
not say that it has very little meanling for me. I hope to make

my future 1ife one of desling with soclal problems and minority
groups, and to say that Judism 13 not a major functioning aspect
of our society would be encoursging everything which I am tryling
to flght against, I took the course for I wanted to learn about
the Jews history and perhaps certain forms of thelr life, The
Jews are a live functioning body of people, They should not

be scapegoats by whom rion-Jews direct they own misglvings. As a
living body of people, the Jewlsh people mean & great deal to

me, but if I must answer this question in terms of agctual religlous
practice, then I can not condone this, I do not want you to feel
that I feel particularly thls way towards Judism, I f=§1 antagon-
{stic towards all religions. That is saying it rather blatantly,
but I feel religious values can be agsoclated with the perpetuation
of social problems., Within our present soclety, I feel that a

stratification of religlous values contributes to a cultural

lag.




The Realm of Judzaism

Larry Pencak
Religion 306
June 2, 1969




When first confronted with the guestion how Judaism
relates to your life, I, as a Roman Catholiec, could not
immediately list neat analeogies or principles. Moreover,
after some concentrated thinking concerning the subject
my approach and answers were even more confused. Theologically,
although both Judaism and Catholicism claim a strained
brotherhood linked by a belief in "one" God, there is a
large gulf which separates the two faiths. Judaism has
its roots deeply entwined in the 0ld Testament; its great
patrons are from that era as are most of the Jewish rites
and ceremonies, Catholicism, like all Christianity, is
founded in the New Testament, The groundwork for the
conflict between the two is based here., It is true that
the Vatican Council and the ecumenical movement in general
has attempted a reconciliation, However, most will
readily admit that it is too little, too late.

My first encounter with Judaism at the acedemic level
was this course. Before now I have had no knowledgable
background for any statements or conclusions concerning
it. Even now my understanding is somewhat less then
negligable. The subject itself has never been paramount
to me., In researching my paper, I found Karl Marx stating

that the main Jewish problem was finding itself a place

in a Christian world. Thus for the Jew, Christianity does




relate and effect his life, even if it is an adverse way.
For the ordinary Christian there is really no nessecity
Eo relate to Judaism. And it is readily seen that no
S8uch relations readily develop. L

The course itself has given me a better understanding
into some of the theological and historical background
of Judaism. Through it T have gained at least a limited
understanding for some present day mannerisms and practices.
If I were asked what is the relation of Luthernism or
Calvinism or Protestantism in general to my life, I would
have to conclude that they make me look at my own religion
with a more critical glance, Although stemming from a
common origin, they found points of disagreement large
enough to enact a split, For this reason I must examine
my own faith for inadequacies and weaknessess and where it
needs progressive change. After only a general exposure
to Judaism, I must conclude that its role and relation
to my life is that it too makes me examine my own faith
a little harder. Judaisns conflicts and disagreements
with Catholicism makes me look at my religion in a slightly
different light. Certain points and beliefs take on a
little different meaning when viewed from a point of view
which is5 not in agreement with your own. < believe that
for a person such as myself who has had no great acedemic

or theolegical experience or confrontation with Judaism

this is one of the only ways which I can relate Judaism

and its doctrines to myself personally.




I think that the effects that Juddism will have on my
1life will be pretty limited. Judaism, in a more classieal
definition than the one which we used in class, in a definition
which my father would recognize, will have virtually no effect
on my life. A Judaism which is an outlook on life that stresses
action in this world could have an effect on me in that it
would be compatible with my views and goals, but the question
of whether it will have an effect on me is quite open. Ithink
that the best way to deal with this question is to start from
how Judaism effects me now, as a senlor in college, and as
a person who would like to become a psychologist,

My knowledge of Judaism comes from a year or two of Hebrew
S8chool, this smastar's ecourse, and the absorption of a few
ideas that were mentioned in my home as I was growing up., I
sonsider my father to be an intelligent man and he is also rel-
igiouse. I cannot raﬂﬂniila these two statements in my mind,
because I consider the religion that he believes in to be
superstitious, a relic from the past whose ritual and routine
serve no purpose other than to perhaps rationalize a painful
situation. He is not what you would call deeply religious. By
that I mean he doesn't keep a kosher house or attent every activity
of the synagogue during the week. But still he usually goes
to services at least once a week and enjoys it. He never forced
Judaism on either myself or my brother. He thought that it was

important for us to learn how to play baseball after school
and that we should not sacrifice much of the fun in our childhood




in order to learn a language that would have wesy little utility
to us, He believes that you can't make a person religious, and
that it must develop from within. For holding this view I owe
him a great deal of thankfulness. I doubt that I would have
liked or respected a religion whose study was forced upon me.

As of this moment the most direet effect that Judaism has
on me is what I say to my mother when I call home every Sunday
and she asks me," Are you going out with nice Jewish girls? ",
Some weeks I answer yes. Of late ]I have had to use four years
of psychologiecal and linguistie training in order to avold a
direct answer without arousing suspicion, and at the same time
without'lieing.

In a more positive sense Judaism gives me a vague feeling
of identity. I feel a sense of pride that I am decended from
people who could take the worst that this earth could throw at
them for thousands of years and survive and at certain times
flourish, I feel a sense of guilt in that if I don't raise my
children in the Jewlsh tradition, they will somehow lose something,
and I will somehow have betrayed those who came before me., It
would seem pitiful if what they suffered #as to preserve, were
lost for ever by a gap that might develop in one generation,

I feel that 41f I don't give my children the same cholce that
my father gave me, then none &f their children will even lnve
a chance of making a choiece in the matter.

Still however for myself I come back to the point that
I cannot spend my time doing something that I consider to be
superstitious ( I use this word in an operant sense: a response
which has no contingency with a reinforcer, but has accidently
become assoclated with a response that does have a contingency




with a reinforcer. ) , and ritualistic for the sake of ritualism.
This type of religion seems basically unhealthy in that it
induces people to rationalize a situation. For example, If
something goes wrong my father's response is that things will
get better. If I don't get something that I have worked hard
for and wanted very much, he replies that the alternatives which
are left to me are good and points out a fault in the geal that
I was striving for. The fact 1s that things don't always get
better, and that I real wanted what I was striving for and
did not need sugar plums to sweaten the taste of adversity.

Of ecourse I cannot attribute my father's statements to
the faect that he is what T have termed ® réliglous ". But never-
the=less I have a feeling that one is related to the other.
The idea that all must eventually be good and that somewhere,
something,which 1s basiecally benevolent,exercises some sort
of control seems to be founded in his religion,whose texts
praise the power of God and whose services through repitition
emphasize security and sameness through passing time to him,
but stagnation and useless ornimentation to me. I therefore
cannot participate in the religlon of my father. I am tolerant
and believe that it is good for other people, my father in-
cluded, but not for myself.

What of your religion? And to me 1t seems like a different
religion than that of my father, Its outlook is different. It
seems to say to me that I cannot look out of my window and say

that there is some good in everything.It fortifies my bellef

in reality in that you seem to be teiling me that things won't
change tnless pecple, live people living right now, go out and




change them., Just as important, it gives me a feeling that if
I don't try to change myself, make my self into what I want
my self to bey, no one or no thing will make it that way for
me, I must act because this is the only time in all of eternity
that I will be able to acte I must influence because I will
have no second chance to influencej,and if T fail I ecamnot do
so in the knowledge that there 1s some goodness in my failures
T cannot smile and say to myself that someday someone else
will carry on, because I realize the very real possibility that
this may not happen. Perhaps I also realize that man may have
hit his high point. More exactly, I mean that I realize now
that man may be able to hit a high point. Not because we couldn't
go farther, but because for some reason we didn't go farther.
Maybe we have come so far or will come so far that advancement
will be determined by the success or fallure of a few people
who might achieve a breakthrough in education or some other
area which effects us all in our soclety. And just maybe 1if
a few people fail we will destroy ourselves before others could
carry on, indeed assuming that others would follow and carry
ONe

Suddenly things seem dangerous and uncertain, My father's
religion is no comfort to me because I see no comfort in closing
my eyes before a sabre that is about to be driven home. Your
religion 1s no comfort to me because it gives me no answer. It
tells me that I should try, but that if I.do try there is no

guarantee or perhaps even no possibility of success. I am not

afraid of trying and failing, or of the ridicule that may ensue.
What frightens me is- what might happen if I do fail., IT may




be' that I am one of those people, who if he does fail, we may
never recover., What frightens me even more is that I may be
one of those people who would have carried on from those who
preceeded him, if the unthinkable did not happen. It may be
too late. My father's religion says that it is not too late,
but for no other reason than that according to my father's
religion it can never be too late. This does me no goode

Your Judalsm allows truth and reality to enter religion.
I still do not know if I need your religion, your Judaism.
It seems to me that I can think, aet, and try without it. But
then again I've only known your Judaism for a few weeks, and
it does seem to have c¢larified 4 no I think a better phréasé
would be given arrangement and meaning to, a few ideas that
I have had, If nothing else it has had an effect on me. That

is more than any other religion has had. By effect I mean some=

thing that is positive or at least not negative. Your Judaism
1s something more to me than how I should play the game of
answering my mother's questions when I call home on Sunday
night. I don't know what effect it does or will have on me
because I haven't been exposed to 1t long encugh, but in the
very least it 1s not an avoidence or negative thing. If it
does have eventual meaning for me it will be on an entirely
different level.

I guess what I'm trylng to say 1s that I may never enter
a temple again in my life, but if I do it will probably be
The Temple or its equivalent, and if I do ,your Judaism will
probably have some positive meaning to me,so that I may be able
to call it my Judaism also.

Bsb Selomeu
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i remember a story from religious school that impressed upon me
what I thought to be the essence of Judaism. An impatient man once
came to Shammai, a learned seholar, rabbl, and a contemporary of the
great Habbl Hillel, and asked the scholar to teach himithe Torah
while he stood on one foot. ©Shammal became enraged and chased the man
awvay. 5till wishing a condensed version of the law, the man went to
Rabbl Hillel. Hillel was as patient as he was great. He listened to
the man's seemingly ridiculous request and did not become angry. Not
Wishing to chase away any man who had a desire to learn, Hillel said,
"Do not do unto others as you would not have them do unto you. That
is the whole Torah. All the rest is commentary. DNow go and study."

It has always seemed to me that Judaism has as its basls the
dignity of the individual and the emphasis of man's obligation to his
fellow man. This message is as old as the prophets of Israel. The
words of such men a3 Amos still ring out when the needy are oppressed,

Hear this word, you cows of Bashan,

who are in the mountain of Samaria

who oppress the poor, who erush the needy,

and encourage your husbands to feast and drink:

"As sure as I am G-D," the Lord Almighty declares,

"Your day is coming, .

when you will be dragged out of the city with hooks...

Cut shall you go, each of you headlong."...

Thus says the Lordl
And wasn't 1t the prophets who envisioned the age when all men would
be brothers?

But they shall sit each one under his own vine and under

his fig-tree;

And there shall be nothing to make anyone afraid:

For the mouth of the Lord of hosts has spoken.

Judaism has two distinct sectors, the religious and the secular.
The r-1ligious sector has two focii, the ritual and the ethical. The

ritual is the cerégmonial part of the religion that has evolved as a

means of mass validation of a concept. It is by means of the ritual




that people are able to osbensibly reaffirm thelr beliefs in a manner
proscribed by the group of people who share these beliefs. The ethical
concepts of a religion are tiose ldeals which provide the moral basls
for the conduet of the adherents of the religion. 1In Judaism, the
secular and religious sectors are closely related, However, one may
divorée the secular area from the religious. Hopefully, the ethical
focus of the religion is so ingrained in asnd vAalid to the adherents of
Judaism that it accompanies any form of Judaism. It was the ethical
precepts that gawe rise to the ritual. This ethical basis provided
common ground for a group of people who eventually evolved thelir own
sub-culture. At times the ritual became an end in itself, as in the
days of the Prophets, but this was defeating its putrpose.

Judaism is a religion. It is a sub-culture. It is biologically
transmiited,and yet one may become Jewlsh by conversion. It is the
study of the Torah and Talmud. Judaism commends its followers to action
in the parsuit of the fulfillment of the law. Judaism 1is the revelation
of the law at Mount Sinai 3,000 years ago, and yet it is as recent as
the most recent celebration of Shavous, the reaffirmation of the law.

It is the hope that some day "maticn shall neot 1ift up sword against
nation, neither shall they learn war any more", and yet it has constantly
had to fight for its survival since its beglnnings. +Judaism is the

pidus who prayed at the Walling wall in May of 1948, it 1s also the
members of Hagannah who fought so valiently to secure the State of Israel.
Judaism is Saul; David, Solomon, Moses Haimonides, Vladimir Jabotinsky,
and David Een Gurion. Judaism is the unbroken chain of tradition and

law from the time of the patrliarchs to the present day. I1've always
thought that one of the most dramatic reco gnitions of the bonds of

present day Judalsm with the past 1s when the Passover Haggadah explains
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role in my life. I hope that I will have the courage to follew the
dictates of my conselence, the moral and ethical ideals that have been
taught to me through my religious tralning. These basic teachings of
Judaism are fundamental to pReserving human dignity and freedom. I
agree whole heart®dly with the words of the late Louis Brandeis, past

Justice of the Supreme Court, when he stated,

IThe 20th Century ideals of Americs have been the idesals
of the Jews for 20 centuries.
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