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HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

ADV AN CED ADMINISTRATIVE INSTITUTE / 

RoaEaT B. B1NsWANGEll 

Director 

Rabbi Daniel Silver 
1he Temple 
University Circle 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dan: 

GRADUATE SCHOOL OF EDUCATION 

April 2, 1969 

It was a pleasure to talk with you and I apologize for the dela¥ in confirming 
our conversation concerning your participation as a speaker at the 1969 Advanced 
Administrative Institute. 

The Institute has been well-received in its two decades of service. We annual)~ 
invite a selected group of educational adm:Jnistrators from the public, private 
and parochial sectors to meet for two weeks in Jlicy in an intensive and hopeful.ly 
useful in-service program. (Attachment) 

This year our focus is on The Youth Revolution and by all standards the topic 
is timely, important and hasalready generated substantial. enthusiasm in our 
faculty. Our normal sessions call for a thirty to forty minute conmentary by a 
speaker on a specific aspect of his choosing that relates directly to the 
general .theme. After a few questions, there is a short break and the group re­
assembles in an informal atmosphere for another thirty minutes of discussion 
based on the speaker's presentation. 

tR In attempting to confirm the schedule I would likeliuggest Tuesday evening, 
July 15 as most appropriate. If this is inconvenient perhaps you would like to 
suggest a day better suited to your calendar. 

I realize I have much to detail, not only as to a particular topic for your 
attention but more information concerning participants, speakers, facilities, 
financial arrangements and like items. I promise a quick response on these 
matters once I can confirm a date for your presence. 

I look forward to hearing from you at your earliest convenience. I am delighted 
that I could impose upon you and have every assurance that your participation 
will contribute significantly to the success of the Institute. 

Cordially, 

~ 
Robert B. Binswanger 

Roy E. LAasEN HALL APPIAN WAY • CAMBatooE, MAssAcHUsEns 02138 617-868-7600 
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April 30, 1969 

. Robert Binawanger 
Direc tor 

dvanced Administrative Inetitute 
Graduate School of Education 
Harvard Unlveraity 
Roy E. Laraen Hall 
Appian Wa y 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 0~38 

D ar Bob: 

ruesday, July 15th is aa good a date as any. I gather 
I will be he ring from you more fully aa to my marching 
orders. 

Sincerely, 

DJS:mgm Daniel Jeremy Silver 



, 'HARV ARD UNIVERSITY 

ADVANCED ADMINISTRATIVE INSTITUTE / GRADUATE SCHOOL OF EDUCATION 

RoBEllT B. B1NsWANGJUl 

Director 

Rabbi Daniel Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dan: 

May 26, 1969 

I am delighted that you will be with us in July. The 1969 Advanced Administrative 
Institute promises to be a stimulating, challenging and worthwhile series of meet­
ings on a most timely topic, THE YOUTH REVOLUTION. This will confinn the date we 
have discussed of Tuesday, July 15 in the evening. The session will be held in 
Hilles Library, Radcliffe College. 

The Institute focus on student unrest allows a variety of guest lecturers to speak 
to the broad subject from their particular experience, background or research. Our 
purpose is to educate the Institute members, all of whom are key educational lead­
ers, concerning the needs, aims and concerns of youth. All too often these key ad­
ministrators become removed from vital direct relationships with students and fail 
to fully hear, understand or comprehend the voice s of youth. Rather than offer pre­
scriptions for dress codes or moral conduct, strategies to combat underground news­
papers, preventive measures for drug use, and the like, we are attempting to offer 
a wide spectrum of ideas, opinions and thoughts, from you and others, to open up 
the thinking of these able, enlightened and tested educational administrators. 

I have enclosed some preliminary materials that we developed in the past weeks. 
In a few days we will have printed our list of members expected to attend, the 
tentative schedule for the total program, and other like items. These will be 
sent to you innnediately. At the same time we will send specific information on 
travel, reimbursement forms, honorarium and arrangements for housing accomodations 
if you plan to stay overnight. 

For our immediate needs I would appreciate it if you could forward both your 
photograph (which we will return) and a recent biographical statement. 

I will be in contact with you shortly. Again, we look forward to having you visit 
with us in July. 

Cordially, 

~ 
Robert B. Binswanger 

Roy E. LAasEN HALL • APPIAN WAY • CAMBlltDGB, MAssAcHusans 02138 • 617-868-7600 



• 
.,. 

June 4, 1969 

Dr. Rob ert B. Binawanger 
Roy E. Larsen Hall 
Appian Way 
Cambridge, Maaeachuaetta 02138 

Dear Bob: 

In response to your letter of May Z6th I am including 
a photograph and biography. You speak of some 
enclosed preliminary materials mailed. None arrived. 
I look forward to being with you on Tuesday, July 15th 
and to spending ■ome informal time together ou.talde 
the Conference framework. 

Sincerely, 

DANIEL JEREMY SILVER 
DJS:rvf 



~HAtVi\RD UNIVERSITY 
• 

ADVANCED ADMINISTRATIVE INSTITUTE / GRADUATE SCHOOL OF EDUCATION 

RoBEB.T B. BtNSWANGEll 

Director 

Rabbi Daniel Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

June 25, 1969 

We are delighted that you will be participating in the 1969 Advanced Adminis­
trative Institute and look forward to greeting you in July. I have taken the 
liberty to enclose some materials that may be helpful to you in planning for 
your visit. 

First, I have enclosed a Summary Program that serves as an interim reminder 
until the printed copy is available. I have outlined your presentation in red. 
There are two changes: Thomas Hoving is unable to attend and will be replaced 
by Dr. William Cornog from Chicago and Professor Herold Hunt will speak rather 
than George Goethals. 

Second, I have enclosed a list of membership in this year's Institute and we 
are pleased with the diversity, experience and competency of the educational 
leaders planning to attend. They have expressed great interest and concern 
with the topic and should be active contributors. 

Third, I have enclosed a list of student participants. This representative 
cross-section of American youth will be "in residence" as full-time Institute 
members for the first week of the AAI. We are looking forward to their presence 
and feel their participation will be tremendously valuable. 

Fourth, we are enclosing the readings we have prepared as background materials 
for the participants for your general information. For what it is worth our 
experience indicates that the members do prepare for the Institute. 

Fifth, is there anything we can do to facilitate your travel plans and/or 
accommodations? We have always encouraged our guests to come early and stay 
late realizing most a.re so busy that the crowded nature of personal schedules 
prevents a lengthy visit. We sincerely urge your presence at any and all 
sessions. Do you wish hotel reservations? If there is anything we can do to make 
your stay more pleasant please do not hesitate to ask. 

Roy E. LARSEN HALL APPIAN WAY • CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02138 • 617-868-7600 
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Finally, as noted previously, you are scheduled to speak to the Institute on 
Tuesday, July 15, at 7:30 in the evening. Although our program will be held 
in Hilles Library we suggest that we meet you at the Institute office prior 
to your address. 

Our program theme, THE YOUTH REVOLUTION, is carried throughout the entire 
Institute, and to avoid the problem of titles for your appearance we have 

-2-

simply repeated the topical theme plus a general focus, i.e. THE YOUTH REVOLUTION 
and Religion. 

I am hopeful you will be willing to speak to the general theme in terms of 
religion, sui generis or localized as you may wish. The specific focus is one 
selected by students as a problem area t~at intrigues, irritates, and concerns 
them. The title met a printer's demand and is to be taken no more seriously. 
Your remarks can be as informal as you wish and the overall theme is offered 
for your interpretation. 

We look forward to your presence and participation. We are anxious to be of 
service in any way possible. It appears that the program will be one of the 
most challenging we have offered and are happy you will be sharing your thought 
and ideas with our members. 

~ i ~\.-~u-co~ 

~ ... \-:; \_(Ul\tr~ ~-

t.\QIL cJ.W \l~ ~r-~~~ 

Cordially, 

~ 
Robert B. Binswanger 
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July 17, 1969 

Dr. Robert B. Blnswanger 
Harvard University 
Roy . Larsen Hall 
Appian Way 
Cambridge, Mas sacbuaetta 02138 

Dear Bob: 

Adele and I had a wonderful day ye terd y at 
Gloucester. The oce n was cold nd the sun 
was hot and we made onr 6:30 fiig t. I enjoyed 

very much my evening at the . . I. It la an 

interesting group. I articularly enjoyed the 

chance to see yo•1 and Penny again. The 
addresses which we talked about are these: 

(1) Ra bbl A rt Green 
Havurat S1talom Community Seminary 
598 Franklln Street 
Cambridge, Maaaachusetta 02139 
Telephone numbers 617-876-6145 

(Z) Mr. Wllllam Finks 
John W. Raper School 
1601 E. 85th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 
Telephone number 

617-354-7122 

216-421-1922 
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Robert E. Binawanger 

My expenses were $95. 00. 
you in Cleveland soon. 

I look forward to seeing 

lncerely, 

DANIEL JEREMY SILVER 

DJS:rvf 

-Z-



.HA'RVARD UNIVERSITY 
HARV ARD UNIVERSITY 

GRADUATE SCHOOL OF EDUCATION 

ADMINISTRATIVE CAREER PROGRAM 

... 

-------------------------------- Roy E. LARSEN HALL, APPIAN WAY 
CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02138 

1 

ADVANCED ADMINISTRATIVE INSTITUTE I GRADUATE SCHOOL OF EDUCATION 

RoBEllT B. B1NsWANGEll 

Director 

Rabbi Daniel Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dan: 

July 28, 1969 

On behalf of the members. of the 1969 Advanced Administrative Institute 
a brief but sincere note of appreciation for your contribution to our endeavors. 
Your presence has elicited comment and conversation and your words have 
provoked the challenges that reveal the vital issues of the youth revolution. 

Upon reflection, I know few if any persons in the religious calling who 
could have done the superlative job and in such a strong manner. By the 
consensus of the membership you were the most impressive guest and I know 
you will be interested in the student reaction as they gave you the highest 
praise as the one guest who answered the questions as he thought they should 
be answered. This intri8ues me for they quickly forgot the opening riposte 
and saw things in a general more comprehensive manner. At any rate, I 
am biased, as a life-time fan and you are stuck with my non-objectivity. 

A personal thnk you is in order as I fully realize the proportions of 
the imposition on your time and activities. It was essential for this group 
to meet with you and hear what you had to say. Your comments provided both 
an appropriate summation for the Institute and a challenging springboard for 
reflection on the part of all the Institute members. 

We will do our best to work up an erudite summation (and then I may 
even try one of my own that I will understand) which we will share with you 
as well as any other papers. 

My thanks again for your most important contribution. 

Cordially, 

.... 

Robert B. Binswanger 

RBB/job 

~ R::. LA~_.~ A~ w~ : ••. ~~::::n:B~~~~~Q-7~ 
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August 28, 1969 

Dr. Robert B. Binawanger 
Harvard University 
Graduate School of Education 
Administrative Career Program 
Roy E. Larsen Hall, Appian Way 
Can1bridge, Massachusetts 02138 

Dear Bob: 

Thank you for your kind note of late July which 
greeted me on my return to the city. Both of us 
enjoyed very much our visit in Boston. It ia 
now time to begin thinking of returning the visit. 
What month of the year would be convenient for 
you and Penny to visit? I will find and n1ake the 
right occasion once you indicate the best time 
of the year for you. 

Sincerely, 

DANIEL JEREMY SILVER 
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To answer the. question posed in a coherent manner may prove 
I 

to be extremely difficult as I am entirely involved in developing 

a life style based upon 'Jewish tradition. I. :Ii ll •••e•p• •• desc;c).be 

Judaism is an ever evolving phenomenon which has been described 

as a "cristalized remnant, . a civilization,.a religion, a culture and 

a heritage. In modern history it has been the scapegoat and whipping­

boy of all peopleso Twent~-five years ago six million of its 

adherents were executed for following the faitho Three years later 

a nation dedicated as the homeland of the remnants was created under 

the most adverse condim.ons which have continued to threaten the nation 

·even to this hour. Howwdoes this history of pers•cutmon effect 

me as a Jewish youth attempting to gainan understanding of the 

heritage of my forefathers? 

In a three thousand year period the Israelite tribes developed 

a religious sytem of beliefs based upon the evolution of polytheism 

to ethical monotheism, the basic form which it maintains todayo In 

this period, the Torah was evolved and canonized(c.440 be.) •. This 

developement lead to the evolution of a legal system which has been • 

unequalled0 This system called Talmud maintained Judaism for aver 

thousand years until the mid eighteen hundreds when the split 

1 

I 
I 
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between the refonn and orthodox factions occurred0 Men dedicated , 

themselves to poring over the worn t~s making commentary apdn and 
-

expounding the essence of the Lawo . This fa.rvent study of the books 
I 

shielded them from the hostile world surrounding themo They !aught 

conversion to Islam or Christianity in order that they might find 

the path to salvation with the Messiaho. By study and practice they 

hoped to speed the day when all men would follow the word of the Lord 

ai:id all men would live).n pee.Ceo . 

The age of enlightenment brought about a new chalange to the 

Jew. This was the secularly educated indiviual who attacked Jewish 

doctrine from a logical view point iiltlmodern j)hilmsophy. With this 

occurrence there soon sprang up the reformers or Judaism who felt the·, 

need to change the theology such ~hat it became more acceptablp to 

Ule non- Jewish worldo They soon found that this was not possmble, 

for the 6hristian world would not accept them even if they converted 

and were loyal Christians for several generations as was witnessed in 

Hitlerite Germany when anyone who had a Jewish grandmother was taken 

to the death camps. 

What the refonners were trying to do was set up a religious system 

in which they could eliminate those laws which made it difficult to 

operate in the world outside the Ghette. They wished to keep the 
. . 

philosophy behind the laws without keeping the law. The problem that 

they ran into was that broad concepts such as freedom, justice, love~ 

etc. donot have meaning unless defined in a specific case. This was 

\ I 

, 
' 
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the genius of Talmud. Talmud is the case histories of the decisions 

reached by the rabbis and scholars of the ancient erao What the reformers 

' 
did which was an erroe was not to redefine the ancient laws in light 

of the modern developements of civilizationo The error is serious 

and must be rectified if possible of else Judaism may truely 

become a cristalized remnant. The answer may lie in Israel ,but I 

am not sure. ~hsolution to this q.iul.ema. ·wou1d1ease my uncertainty towards 

the future of the religion. I hope that in the dedication of men 

.of lmowledge to the religion an answer may be f ounso· 

' I 
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The myriad voice of American youth clamors to be heard. 
Adult society, constantly and continually made aware of 
the plea for 'a piece of the action,' rarely understands 
or comprehends the message. Generation gap, com­
munication block, or reactionary postures are labels 
of frustration. The society, particularly parents and 
educators, are faced with the handling and resolution 
of a critical issue that defies simple definition. We have 
brought together educational leaders, practitioners and 
philosophers, ready to work together and willing to share 
in exploring the concerns of youth - serious and sincere 
queries concerning drugs, race, parents, religion, sex, 
politics and education. Knowledge, empathy, perception 
and understanding are necessary precedents to seeking 
the solutions. Thus, our goal is one of description 
rather than prescription. 

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION is a topic that challenges 
every educator to confront openly a difficult and complex 
series of issues. Each of the distinguished participants 
brings to the discussion a different perspective on a 
massive subject. Invitations have been extended to a 
select number of educational administrators - repre­
senting the public, private and parochial sectors of 
education - who by their actions, promise and commitment 
have expressed qualities of leadership necessary for 
decision-making today and tomorrow. Too often programs 
neglect to include the persons most knowledgeable and 
concerned with the subject being discussed. Through 
the generous support and encouragement of the Stem 
Family Fund and the Taconic Foundation we have 
offered Institute membership to a unique cross-section 
of American youth. We anticipate that their contribution 
will be a significant one and welcome their participation. 

"There is a unique opportunity before us to bring together 
our age, experience, money, and organization with the 
energy, idealism, and social consciousness of the young .... 
Instead of worrying about how to suppress the youth 
revolution, we of the older generation should be 
worrying about how to sustain it." 



PROGRAM 

Sunday, July 13th 

Hohnes Hall I 2:00-8:00 
---

Social Hour, Larsen Hall Courtyard I 5:30-6:30 

Buffet Dinner, G-01 Larsen I 6:30-7 :30 

OPENING SESSION Longfellow 100 I 7 :30-9:00 

The 1969 AAI - Introductions 
Robert B. Binswanger 

WELCOME TO THE ADVANCED 
ADMINISTRATIVE INSTITUTE 

Herold C. Hunt 
Eliot Professor of Education 
Harvard Graduate School of Education 

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION 
An Overview 

Theodore R. Sizer 
Dean 
Harvard Graduate School of Education 



~fonday, July 14th 

MOBNING SESSION Hilles IJbrary, Colloquium I 9:30-11:30 

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION 
and Politics 

Mary McCarthy 
Senior 
Radcliffe College 

Coffee and Group Discussion, 10:30 

Luncheon, Holmes Hall, 12:00-1:00 

AFIEBNOON SESSION Hilles IJbrary, Colloquium I 2:00-4:00 

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION 
and the University 

Reverend Michael P. Walsh, S.J. 
President 
Fordham University 

Hilles Ubrary, Colloquium I 7 :30-9:00 

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION 
and Parents 

Dr. W. Walter Menninger 
Menninger Clinic 
Topeka, Kansas 



Tuesday, July 15th 

MORNING SESSION Hilles Library, Colloquium I 9:30-11:30 

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION 
and Race 

Charles E. Wilson 
Director, New York City 
I.S. 201 Complex 

Coffee and Group Discussion, 10:30 

Luncheon, Holmes Hall, 12:00-1:00 

AFTERNOON SESSION Hilles Library, Colloquium I 2:00-4:00 

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION 
and Sex 

John M. Shlien 
Professor of Education 
Harvard University 

Group Discussion, 3:00 

Social Hour, Holmes Hall, 5:00-6:00 

Dinner, Holmes Hall, 6:00-7:00 

EVENING SESSION Hilles Library, Colloquium I 7 :30-8·00 

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION 
and Religion 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland Ohio 



MORNING SESSION Hilles Library, Colloquium I 2:00-4:00 

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION 
and Drugs 

Dr. Paul Allen Walters, Jr. 
Psychiatrist, 
Harvard University Health Services 

AFrERNOON SESSION Hilles Library, Colloquium I 2:00-4:00 

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION 
and Students 

Achilles Generoso 
Lee High School 
New Haven, Conn. 

Patsy R. Hill 
Job Corps Center 
Clinton, Iowa 

Group Discussion, 3:00 

Sigrid A. Strong 
Emma Willard School 
Troy, New York 

Carleton Mobley 
Harren High School 
NewYork,NewYork 

Social Hour, Holmes Hall, 5:00-6:00 

Dinner, Holmes Hall, 6:00-7 :00 

EVENING SESSION Hilles Library, Colloquium I 7 :30-9:00 

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION 
and Music 

Clive J. Davis 
President 
CBS Records Division 



Thursday, July 17th 

Optional visits to Harvard Summer School Sessions 

Luncheon, Holmes Hall, 12:00-1:00 

AFl'ERNOON SESSION Baker Hall, Harvard Business School I 2:30-5:00 

In conjunction with the 41st Annual Harvard Summer • 
School Conference on Educational Administration 

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION 
Perspectives - Part One 

Thomas P. F. Hoving 
Director 
Metropolitan Museum of Art 

Jerry L. Avorn 
Former Editor 
The Columbia Sp ctator 

Julius W. Hobson 
M mb r Board of Education 
Wa hington D. C. 
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Social Hour, McCulloch and Mellon 

Quadrangle I 5:30-6:15 

Dinner, Kresge Hall, 6:30-8:00 

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION 
Comments 

Dana M. Cotton 

Neil V. Sullivan 
State Commissioner of Education 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

EVENING SESSION Documentary Film: THE HIGH SCHOOL 
by Frederick Wiseman 

Commentary: 

Chris Roberts 
Gadsden 
Alabama 

Lauri Perman 
Roseville 
Minnesota 

Norman Solomon 
Silver Spring 
Maryland 

Michael Benson 
Shiprock 
New Mexico 

Joel Clifford White 
Valley Station 
Kentucky 

Mark Gerchick 
Scarsdale 
New York 

Mary Beth Allison 
Bay Village 
Ohio 

Terrance Duddy 
Bangor 
Maine 



Friday, July 18th 

MORNING SESSION Baker Hall. Harvard BUlilaea ~m 

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION 
Perspectives - Part Two 

Richard A. Graham 
Director 
Teacher Corps 

Fred Rogers 
Educational Television 
Misterogers' Neighborhood 

Leon M. Lessinger 
Associate Commissioner 
U.S. Office of Education 

Paul Goodman 
Author 
Educational Critic 

Luncheon, Holmes Hall, 1 :30 

The Institute will adjourn until Sunday evening with the weekend free for 

informal activities. No meals will be served on Saturday or Sunday until the 

Olde Fashioned Clambake, Sunday evening, Holmes at 7:00 p.m. 



~londay, July 21st 

MORNING SESSION Hilles Library, Colloquium I 9:30-11 :30 

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION 
and Public Opinion 

Louis Harris 
Louis Harris Associates 
New York City 

Coffee and Group Discussion, 10:30 

Luncheon, Holmes Hall, 12:00-1:00 

AFTEBNOON SESSION Hilles Library, Colloquium I 2:00-4:00 

EVENING SESSIO 

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION 
and the City 

Richard G. Hatcher 
Mayor 
Gary, Indiana 

Gordon L. McAndrew 
Superintendent of Schools 
Gary, Indiana 

Group Discussion, 3:00 

Social Hour, Holmes Hall, 5:00-6:00 

Dinner, Holmes Hall, 6:00-7:00 

Hilles Library, Colloquium I 7 :30-9:00 

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION 
and the Church 

Right Reverend Monsignor Edward M. Connors 
Superintendent of Schools 
Archdiocese of New York 



-

Tuesday, July 22nd 

MORNING SESSION Hill Library, Colloquium I 9:30-11:30 

Arthur Powell 
:\ ociat Dean 

THE YOUTH REVOLUTIO 

Small Group Di'icussions with 
Members of the Faculty 
of Education 

Richard Light 
As istant Profe or 

_ -oel :\IcGinn 
Lecturer on 
Educ tion 

:00-4:00 AFTERNOON SESSION Hilles Library, Colloquium I 
~- __ ....;._~-~~~ 

S1nall Group Di u ·or 

t l:tt r l<.'plwn K.1 :1~.1n 
r ( f E ht 'at i m Dire ·t w f .-\ lmL,·i 1, or 

T 1 re. i: n 1 <. , ·c.'ning sc.'ssinn \Ye..' hw: tn·. Juh ~ hoice of 
• m.11 .1 ·t h·iti ·:. • • • 



\Vednesday, July 23rd 

MORNING ON Hilles Library, Colloquium I 9:30-11:30 

Schedule to be Announced 

AFTERNOON SESSION Hilles Library, Colloquium I !:00-4:00 

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION 
and the Independent School 

Richard W. Day 
Headmaster 
Phillips Exeter Academy 

EVENING SF.SSION Hilles Library, Colloquium I 7 :30-9:00 

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION 
and the Generation Gap 

David Riesman 
Professor of Sociology 
Harvard University 



Thursday, July 24th 

MORNING SESSION Hilles Library, Colloquium I 9:30-11:30 

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION 
and School Administration 

Herold C. Hunt 
Eliot Professor of Education 
Harvard University 

Coffee and Group Discussion, 10:30 

Luncheon, Holmes Hall, 12:00-1:00 

AFTERNOON SESSION Hilles Library, Colloquium I !:30-5:00 

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION 
and School Administration 

Small Group Discussions 
Under the leadership of 
Members and Guests of AAI 

EVENING SESSION Hilles Library, Colloquium f 7 :30-9:00 

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION 
and Education 

John H. Fischer 
President 
Teachers College, Columbia University 

• 
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FINAL SESSION Hmes Library, Colloquium I 9:30-11:30 

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION 
in Retrospect 

Comments by Members 
of the Institute 

Remarks by Graduate 
Students in Educational 
Administration 

THE YOUTH REVOLUTION 
An Issue of the '70's 

Gerald Berlin 
Chairman, 
Massachusetts Civil Liberties Union 

Luncheon, Holmes Hall I 12:00-1:00 

The Institute will adjourn after the final luncheon 

Friday, July 25th 



I Institute Members 

REV. THADDEUS J. O'BRIEN, 0. CARM. 
Associate Superintendent 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
Illinois 

ALFRED G. SHROSBREE 
Superintendent 
Oak Park 
Michigan 

ROBERT MERRIAM 
Dean of Students 
Deerfield Academy 
Massachusetts 

RICHARD A. DERSIIlMER 
Executive Officer 
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General Information for Institute Members 

:\. 1nn1odations for housing are available in Holmes 
H·1ll, Radcliff 58 Linnaean Street, Cambridge. Dining 
fa iliti al o in Holmes, are at the following scheduled hours: 

Breakfast - 8: 00 to 9: 00 a.m. 
Lunch - 12:00 to 1 :00 p.m. 
Dinner - 6:00 to 7 :00 p.m. 

On Thursday, July 17, cocktails and dinner will be served at 
Kr g Harvard Business School campus. On July 19 and 
Jul 20 no meals will be served. A clambake will be held on 
Sunda ening, July 20, on the lawn of Holmes Hall 
at 7:00 p.m. 

All working sessions will be held in Hilles Library, 
G rd n and Shepard Streets, on the Radcliffe Campus. On 
Jul 17 and 18 the Institute will be conducted at Baker Hall, 
Har ard Business School campus. 

Th office of the AAI, located in the lobby of Holmes, will be 
op n daily from 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. The telephone 

·chang is Ext. 500, UN iversity 8-7600. 

• 
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T HE R O L E O F J U D A I S M 

IN M Y LIFE 

Timothy J. Malik 

Reli fr ion 306 

Final Paper 



.. 

To grasp the meaning of Judaism, one has to survey 

the principal stages of its development and its gradual growth 

through the constant interaction between the religious aspect 

and the life of the people. This interact~on, however, was un­

known to the Jews, for Judaism, in spite of its fundamental be­

lief that it is of a divinely revealed character in a more or 

less complete form, is simultaneously a religion of life and of 

an essentally practical nature. Its purpose was to ~uide, shape 

and mould the life of a group in its various phases. In turn, 

however, it too was moulded and shaped as well as being expanded, 

due/to the role of that people in history. Thus the distinguish­

ing line between "the religious" and nthe national culture" is 

no longer discernable. 

Judaism, therefore, is a cultural, as well as revealed . 

religion. Also, although it attempts to delare a universality 
A 

("These are the laws of all people"), it still retains its mys-

tical particularity of being a "Chosen People." Thus, for these 

two reasons, I, as an American, Roman Catholic, cannot, in any 

way, relate to it directly. Ho :ever, it does a~f ect me indirectly. 

Judaism, the religion of the Bible, 1s the classical 

paradigm of a God-made religion. rt is the assertion, not the 

philosophical proof, that God exists and that He has spoken to 

man, giving him clues to the road that he must follow. Its de­

fense a gainst the criticism of revealed religion in the name of 
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reason and science is a re-enforcing factor to the base elements 
of my reli gion. 

Juda ism constructs its pr esent out of a memory reaching 
back to Abraham and looking forward to the Messianic a ge for 
humanity as a whole. For this reason it could further relate to 
me indirectly since it embodies many of my ideals, the hope of 
Catholicism---spiritual brotherhood and a Second Coming. 

Judaism's fortitude and perserverance under the progro~.1s 
of anti-Semitism could be further fortifing to my Christian morals, 
and thus once a gain affect me indirectly. Surly one cannot dis­
a gree that the morals of these two religions would compliment each 
other if the doctrinal barriers were overlooked. 

Israel, Zionism, the turbulent .. lid-East situati on, and 
the role of the United States in it may also have an affect on 
my life. Only the future holds the ans wer. However, it would 
be futile to speculate on the future .and such a situation. The 
present and what I know to be reality is much more important • . 
1hat affects me immediatly should be the question • . 

I live in a predominantly Catholi~, white, suburbian section 
of' Cleveland (located near Parma) in which I have few daily aquant­
ances with Jews. Thus, materially, Judaism does not affect me. 
Religiously, it is contrary to all my beliefs, if to be disbeliev-
ing is to be contrary. (I don 't feel it would be expedient to 
expand on the belief s of Catholicism, since they are well known, 
but merely to state that doctrinarly and theologically they do not 
correspond.) Thus the role of Judaism in my life is minute, if at all 
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discernable. It may relate to me indirectly, but culturally and 

religiously it will always be alien. This is conversely implied 

in the old axiom--~"Ewry child or a Jewish mother is a Jew or 

Jewesa." 



Miry Turk 
Religion 306 
Rabbi Silver 
June 2, 1969 

I greatly doubt that Judaism will have any influence n my future. There 

are only two possible ways that it would affect my life-if I lived in a Jewis 

c mmunity or if I married a Jew. 

If I lived in a Jewish community, the influence w uld bes cial rat er 

than religious. As in any culture different from mine, I w uld want to 

kn w their cust ms s that I could h n rt em. Fr example, I would ot serve 

beef for a dinner wit Hindus n r w uld I serve pork fr a di er with Jews. 

I w uld probably mark some of their religious holidays on the s cial level. 

How much the culture w uld influence mew uld depend on h w "Jewis "the 

community was, bow much I was involved in the community, and how map Jewish 

friends I had. For the piSt three years here at sch 1 I have lived in what 

will most likely pr veto be the most Jewish community I will ever live in 

and this was n t very "Jewish". 

Of curse, Judaism w uld mea a great dealt me if I married a Jew. I 

would want to know all abut the religi n of Judaisms that I could teach it 

to rrr_, childten. Here again, the dl!gree depends upon t e degree f the"Jewisb­

ness" of my usband. 

Not being a pr phet, I cann t really say what will happe. Religion as 

a religion means n thing to me. Ging to a c urch rt a synag ge makes n 

differe ce as I n t think I will g t either. I believe in a G and I 

believe tat that is en ugh. Anyway, it is e ugh for me at t e preset. I 

really can ot say what I will believe in the future. 



Dear Rabbi Silver, 

You asked for a final paper answerang the queetion,'Who am I?' 'Whet ie Judaism 
historically and existentially?' end hoi o these questions relate in anew ring 
what role Judaism can or might play in my life. Y-8\:l aleo eeiti i;ne.it, if I &rrote & 
V 

a 

In various psych courses we learn that only the young and the psychotic can't 
answer~ 

1
Who am I? 1 I on•t fit the first cotagory and wonder occaaionally if I 

m ght qualify for the latter, for I 1ve been reet ing long and har with these estione. 
I know I am Ruth Baker, born Ruth Blondes. Primarily I am a wife who loves her 
husband very deeply. I know I am a mother to my sons who are the most precious part 
of me. I am a daughter, sister, neice, aunt, cousin, daughter-in-law• I am a Jew 
with deep pride in Judaism and yet I express my Jewiahnees rather than Judaism in 
the way I live. I know I am an American and feel thankfulneee that I am, end yet 
I feel that 1

it can happen here•. I am an adult member of our community and feel 
e responsibili y to help inch it along the path to ard a better hom for all of u, 
while fe ~ling frustration at the ame time that th people in the co unity move so 
slowly and more often than not, ove backward. I am a register 
tow rd helping those I can toward optimal health whil wondering 
help themselves. I am e student trying to learn more weye to 

nurse with goale 

hy more ~on I t 

lp with the helping 
1·oceea an I ~ ender if I em learning or just filling requirements. I em a member 

of Par Synagogue, impatient, ith yeelf for using the Synagogue only as e mvana 
for educating my children, while I wonder if the vynagogu is really tryin to 
me ningfu_ly relate to my family. Thie doesn 't really anewere ' 'fuo am I?'. It 
tells to whom en what I elate. I this what ' '·'ho em I?' means? 

In your class I have learne that historically Ju aiem is or cen be a religion, 
wit or without eu rnatu 1 ove rton a,. It hes been regarded es a cultu e, e civili­

zation, e race, a people, e way or life, a means to en end , an en in itself, a 
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humanism or n eeaenee • 

What Judaism i s existentially or how it relates to m is another uestion 

I have no ne, r& for . I f Pel I am a Je,'i but find it impossible to aey what makee 

me feel I em e Jew. I feel a gut level pri e in being a Jew and \fonde r if the pride 

comes fi,mn the great ethical tre itions of Judaism, the 1Jewishnces 1 way of life or 

• • pride in the marve of Isreal or in my fell~1 Jews or maybe in a combination 

of e 11 of this . I wonder i f the hypocrisy Is e so plainly in the othe 1great 

religions• i s present in mine . It could be like seeing a child as a spoiled brat 

• hose mother a ea ae practically pe:rfect. I can sec so many fallacies , dangerous 

teachings and inhumane pracicee in Christianity. Are they present in Judai m and 

invisible to ? I see some problem areas such as the divorce law in Isreal, the 

vengence of the Biblical Jew nd the aggreeive ostentation of the modern suberban 

Jew. I know there a.re many othe r inequities and yet none come close to carrying 

the unbelievable horror to eo many people throughout s o many ages es do some of the 

ecreea f:rom the Catholic Church . 

Judaism relate a to me through the way it re lats to my husband and children • 

.J.,, 
My husband, .-1ho had 1! tre itional education and exposure of a Conservative Je ,, 

thinks of himself es an atheist while insisting on the eeme type of education for 

his sons . The children view the spnogogu.e with distaste end boredom and fight 

against going both to Hebrew school and to services . They have never been threatened 
a leek of 

ee Jews and I ' m eurethey regard their Judaism or Jewishness with as much/deepness 

of feeling as they regard living in any particular city. I feel their education in 

Je, ish history end in the Hebrew language i unimportant now. In courses ta1 en in 

one or two years of college they could learn as much and learn it better then 7 years 

of unday and Hebrew schools . rfuat they need to learn now is how to feel ae Jews , 

how to pray ae Jews , how to be proud ea Jewa, what a Jew is and whet part be ing a 

Jew answers their "Who em I?" They have to learn that only the ost unusual pee le 

in the world are lucky enough to have es much es one truly original thou ht in their 

whole lives . Th rejection of the old is at beAt a different mixture of the same ideas . 



• • 
I went them to learn that the best idebs come from our heritage. But how can I 

expect Park Synagogue \8bbis and teachers to teach them these things when their 

father and I don 1t really know them. And then again, maybe t ~ey re learning these 
1/J&,t 

things now end they will only understand ~ later , ith maturity. 

Judaism has to m~en more to us them the endless ulcer producing car pools~ 

the pushing for acceptable grades and decent beh vior in Heb ew school. It hes to 

mean more than Synagogue attend nee on the High Holy Daye, Ber iitzv4he and Yorsitee. 

It has to mean more than annual contributions to the JrF, the buying of trees in 

Isreal and membership in ORT and B1nai Brith. It must mean more than living in a 
'lfCIAlf '!() 

Jewish suburb, h ving Jewish friends, telling Jewish j okee end"' Solomon I a on Satur-

day night. I wonder if the only times my deepest feelings as a Jew ere felt are 

when reading of the holocest or all of Jewieh history for that matter. I wonder too 
ite 

if our only relationship to the state of Ie eel i frevently hoping for/survival 

end trying to save enough money to visit there as tourists . 

The quality and quantity of thi kind of Judaism do sn 1t fill the need I fe e l 

is in me but why, \hen I feel ao I do, am I unable to reach out for the so much more 

I know ie the re? 

I will sey that this course, while ad cing to the load of conf'u ing q e tione I 

already carried around unanswered, did teach me that while the sea ch itself might 

~ ~ 
yeild no anawere , maybe the search itself w.e-e the ana1er . 

Sincer ly yours, 

/4d-,&i::J 
uth Baker 



I 
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' Susan ' laine Bro,;m 

t present 1 feel that my tie with Judaism is based 

more -on emotion than ste ile thou ht and analysis as to 

exactly why l believe ·what I believe. Although many would 

not find my pe.liefs emotionally satisfying or withatanding 

the test of their reason, this does not upset me. ·ach in-

divi ual is born at a certain moment in time, and into a 

particular environment: which molds his ideas and beliefs. uome 

will choose to deny what they have been born into, others 

t il choese to question anddiscard that 'tvhich t ey h ve dis­

overed to have no meanin in their lives, nd then there e 

t ose ·who accept all thcl: as neatly been set before therrr 

,1ithout q estion r consideration. 

myself in the secon category. 

have to place 

~ regard my elf as a Jew for various reasons - the be­

lief in th onenes ofGod, the belief in the sanctity of life 

in the ·hear an no·w - not projecting a,.d preparin for tre 

afterlife, the beauty and \-1orth which l find in many of the 

ceremomies, pride in my herita~e, the belief in the immor­

tal~ty of the soul, the importance iven to learnin, sen­

sitivity, an at areness as expres ed in the 'orah. 'rhese 

thin.-:s all ve deep meanincr to me and allow· me to conside 

myself a me ber of a r at cu ture, reli ·.on, and civiliza-

tion. ~vent ou ~h the ethics, which Judais preaches can be 
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achieved t ithout b ·:>in a Jev, the ot er attachments t hich hold 

me to the faith ~, would not permit me to aban on it; 

nor do J. have any desire to do so. The belief in heaven 

and hell uas one vl~ch always frightened and disturbed me; 

in the Je\ i h rel ion this belief does not eJist. ather, 

em ~ sis is laced upon leadin a good and virtuous life, 

.:/1 ic _ in and of itself is re'tvardin . To me there is great 

stren th and security in the Jewish re1·gion. The concept 

th~t each man is responsible for his own actions , th01 hts 

and salvation is quite sen ible to me . In Christianity the 

doc trine of ori inal sin is a very uzzlin 

and does not all(WA) the in ividual to 

uilt ridden one, 

function to his 

fulte ~t degree . ilso the Jews do not rd sex as sinful 

and lustf 1, but as part of nature itself, of ·which Go • 
1.S 

t e creator . 1y im ~e of God has matured tc angedJ over the 

ye s, an I have come to regard God a a pmer . rath r than 

an entity to tvhich .L attribute human characteristics. 

1y beliefs t·rill undo btedly be shaped by ne~., ex erie ces• 

I have. ,: ot stop ed ques t ionin nor do I think I will ever 

arrive at the point here I not , but,I believe the r alm 

from ·t-.1h ·.ch I • 11 be o er a: in wi thi , t hat bein('f the 

real of Judais , has already been established. 
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Judaism, to me, standa as a discipline to which I ha.Te finally 

relented. The struggle, not one of physical violence, has been one 

of a more grueling ·nature ••• that of bitterness. As a child I wae 

aware and interested in that thing called Judaiam1 before I was 

old enough to understand the malignant entitiea of ranti-semetism", 

"kike", or minority group. I did not, as a child, ha.Te the insight 

te transfer Bible tales to lessons ot life and the meaning of the 

prayers were lost in the earnest attempt to pronounce the Hebrew 

words oorrectly. Reme11branoes of tepid milk and g:raham ora.ckers, 

endless encyclopedia reports ooncerning people I bav• since neTer 

needed t know a bout an~ Ba bbi rfll!lllll"l '• fiftieth birthda7 celebra.r;.:. 

tien are the only memories that have lasted. rr'llere was, of course, 

confirmation, something that I considered more auspicious than most 

of my fellow oenfil'IDB.nds. The meaning of e~en that ocoaaion left 

me also as I emba.rlced on late adolesence, detesting 14eC§!if f!Pl Jtiw•s 

Dltnoing School and wanting enly the blond hair, blue eyee and soph­

istioa.ted .popularity ot the Gentile Prem Queens I envied. 

Judaism seemed to me a one-way ordeal. Either you were the 

''Corley and Lermy Jet Set" or you were Gentile. I recognized no 

nuance, no dignity of any form of Judaism. I learned the Hail Mary 

and skulked around church Youth Or.upa. I was a onillJlly kid. Yet 

eTery night I prayed to a Oed I was afraid to forsake al n« with 

the religion I had so thoughtlessly dieoarded. I knew, somehow that 

the two oould not be mutually exclusive. 



Unfortunately I have not had any great revelation to show me the 

un~ing bond between Judaism and God. I still accept only part of 

both. I have neTer observed the rituals of Judaism, mostly because, 

besides Hanuka candles and matzo at PassoTer, Ill) family obserTed 

no rituals. I would feel hypocritical now, beginning to obeen-e 

ritual which has never bee.n a part of my life. If, when I am married 

• and raising my own family I initiate these rituals, it will be only 

to instill such observances in my children so that as adults they 

will not be met with my current dilemma. They will be able to con­

tinue or w stop. 

But ritual does not make a religion, it merely enhances religion. 

I am living vi thin a Judaism that I have altered to fit my needs, 

although I have surely. been granted no divine s anction to do so. I 

have fit myself into a comfortable tyne of ·religion that I am 

neither ashaaed nor proud of. The temple plays a minimum role and 

though I .do not outwardly oel•~rate the holidays, I observe them in 

a ~ereonally quiet manner. I can feel the awe of PassoTer, the re­

newal of Suocos, the Joy of Rosh Hashonah without crowding myself intM 

the temple sanctuary vi.th the l e dies in their designer coat and dress 

ensembles and the graying but wealth,- husbands in tow, sporting Bill 

. Blas.a suits. My Judaism is private • 

. 
~&ted'.' beetttes~ewi"s1t 

"YB.te Judaism could do nicely without. If, when I am granted the priv-



ilege of effsnring, I am concerned, worried and constantly aware of 

the welfare of my ohildren, and if this is a Jewish Mother, I will not 

be miffed if I am so labeled. I see little chance of developing a 

Yiddish accent at this late date and I only pray th t I will not 
"' l oompell my daughters to seek "messes and messes of young ~.D. •s. or 

even a C. P.A.". I hope only to deviate from the hackneyed stereotype 

by being understanding and having the power to allow my children the 

privilege of m8king their own decisions al though "with years of exper­

ience" I may forsee ultimate disaster. Of course, talk is easy. 

The concept of God in traditional Judaism is not one I can 

wholly accept. I cannot belieTe that God is ae all-powerful as He is 

exalted to be, yet I still capitalize his name. I hold Him in I'ev­

erence and dignity as an intangible element aboTe man, an idea to 

keep us from bei~ afraid. I am a coward and not at all ready to 

put full faith in man •.• thus God to me is a methodic director of fate 

and overse-er of life. I pray not for myself but for the world. God 

cannot work as a personal God for each mans He must direct major 

events rather than individual lives. Ood is a comfort I cannot live 
. , 

without although I have found considerable trouble living with Him. 

Sometimes it just seems like, "Let God put YOU in the driver's seat.'' 

Ae an individual I must adapt both God and Judaism into my own life, 

giving , taking and titting in so that I can be a reasonable ooa­

pe.Rsionate, tholl8htful person. 

Liklf l'i,t• Mn••~ my concept of God and Judais■ may easily change 

as I grow older and beoome more acquainted with the comedy of life. 

I oannot say tha,t I rill become more devout, but I believe that I will 



• 
' ' 

• 

ne"Yer relinquish that small part of Judaism with which I now in-

volve n,yself ••• a lif'e cannot be lived in oonfidenoe without the guide­

lines religion offers to enhance the true dignity of man's human 

estate. 



To ask what role Judaism has playP.d in my past is to 

conjure up many memories of earlier lif~ and, also, to prompt 

a good deal of soul-s~arching. Seriously, though, perhaps it is 

just about time that I took account of myself in many ways; what 

with the nerve-wracking pace of university life (and pre-med to 

boot!) it is all too easy to losP- sight of much of oneself. 

College life does have one important advantagP: it 

allows one to live in close contact with many others of varying 

backgrounds, and to air and share opinions with a wide selection 

of other minds, thereby achieving a much broader and possibly 

more correct perspective on life in general. Through countless 

debates as to many phases of religious b~lief, Pspecially the 

practicality, the usefulness of modern. 'brganiz~d" religion, 

have rP-ared me in a conservative J~wish home, with two sets 

of dishes and silverware, "mizoozim" on the doorposts, and th .. 

Kiddush and Hamotzi on Friday ~venings, and although I managed 

through th~ full ext ,nt of HP.brew school and Confirmation 

classes, regular attendanc . · at Friday evening services, and 

the donning of the Talia and Tefillin with my father regularly 

every Junday morning that I am home, I still fe 1 something 

lacking -- an uneasy feeling. I can recall the topic of the 

sermon delivered, I believe, at my Hebrew school graduation 

ceremonies, ap aking about letting Judaism within oneself, not 

ke ping it closed outside. Perhaps this is the fault; perhaps 



all my exposure to Judaism has been lost, due to my failure to 

involve myself wholeheartedly. Until now its~ ms Judaism has 

been a kind of insistent, demanding force, an authoritarian 

voice with its "Thou shalt's" and "Thou shalt not's," but I have 

remained outside, aloof. It has been, · for all intents and purposes, 

merely an ex~rcise which one can either assign to a certain time 

and place, or can avoid altogether. The whole business has become 

terribly mechanical. To my way of thinking, this is not the 

essence of what a religion -- least of all Judaism -- should be. 

Personally, I believe that Judaism, in its truest, fulleet sense, 

must be felt deeply, must command absolut devotion, must enter 

the individual and become one and the same with him. Yet within 

a world that offers so much to compete with the time and effort 

involved in being a religious Jew, such closeness with the reli­

gion is a scarce commodity. 

This is my true feeling. Unfortunately, it is not as 

easy to suggest a remedy for my "aloofness." Many have told m~ 

that a medical profession in itself will conflict with my Juda­

ism (the religion versus science argument). Yet I have two close 

relatives who have long been practicing physicians, while still 

remaining in intimate contact with the Jewish way of life. Or 

then again, why would it be the overriding ambition of the Jew­

ish mother, neurotic as she is, to have her son one day don the 

garb of the medical profession? 

Many have said they neede§o "organized• religion; they 



simply prayed whenever they needed something. If their prayers 

were answered, they drew a little closer to Judaism; if their 

prayers went unheard, they just pulled a little farther away. 

In this same vein are those who spend more time preparing for 

Bar Mitzvahs and Confirmation celebrations than they do in pre­

paring for their roles in the ceremony itself; to them, religion 

is nothing more than a commercial enterprise, to be gauged by the 

amount of returns in the form of gifts from relatives and friends. 

They are., in truth, putting on a show and expecting a good reward .. 
for their efforts. As for myself, .I can truthfully say that my 

Bar Mi t ·zvah and Confirmation were significant and meaningful to 

me, in marking certain stages of my spritiual and educational 

life. Perhaps I was in the minority with this feeling. 

What role will Judaism 

I cannot now say. However, I can 

future? Obviously, 

am presently very 

devoted to my education and to the realization of my own medi­

cal practice. However, personally, I cannot see a great rift 

growing between my religious self and my medical self. Perhaps 

it is significant that I have chosen for myself a career in ~sy­

chiatry, a medical field which, basically, combines the scientif­

ic search for the nature of the universe with the psychology­

based nature of man. I fully believe that I shall find no prob­

lem in maintaining my Jewish beliefs, even if somewhat on ales­

ser than full scale. I also believe that, for me, medicine and 
Cf,,vl-,.. 

religionAcomplement each other to result in a meaningful and ful-

filling life. 



(Pe~haps this paper does not, as a whole, answer the assigned 
.. , 

question in l\e e_J!=pected manner. If what was ·-~~~wt.,...i a glow-
,., 

. #'f-°"' 

ing report of the many t ·1.me-s that J has stirred my soul and 
,., .. 

·-rl" ·"4.'."t·.:,,. • 

en , "·, 'BIil ., {l.fraid the paper 
rr_.,, , .. .-

aroused me to a far 
,' .-.,,,. I 0 

would have been, o ... ~. much shorter. If what a~ in-
,11• 

of whether I believe in God or not [or othe~ 

si • r theological questions), then again I have missed the idea. 

My feelings towards Judaism are, as mentioned in the pap Jr, like 

that of a man watching a mob he has be~n somewhat involved with in 

the past; he watches the mob stirring for action, yet remains 

aloof, not because he does not hold the same views as the mob, 

but because he must consider other things for which h~ has worked 

and to which h~ is devoted. He takes inactive part in their acti­

vities; he may even see the possible rewards of such action, r .wards 

which he too may b~ seeking, but he remains on the periphery, con­

templating whether or not to join whioleheartedly.) 



I - - I '·, .. :-

To dete ine the role of Judaism in my life is 

indeed a difficult task, one at which I have recently spent 

a great deal o:'· time and thou ht . In attemptin such a de­

termination I have considered Judaic influences on me 'irst 
1 

historically , and then e xistentially. 

Being brou ht up in a Jewish rome and attending a 

ronscrvative syna ogue I c~n eel my Jewish herita
0

e nharply . 

Hy attitudes, a.bitions and perhcp s many of my subconscious 

drives can be traced to this heritage . These are traits that 

all Jews have no matter what t e derr ree o • t~eir religious 

observance is. People,two,and even tht.ee generations re ved 

.. ram any reli ious observance in spite or t eir protests, still 

know what it is to be a Jew due to s:>mething intangible bred 

into the ~amily lines. 'fuis is not to be mistalen for something 

genetic for it is inbred a t ter birth. There is also the more 

tan ible herita e which manifests itsel - in t'e traditions 

which I observe. Just as my parents sent me1 so too1 will I 

send my children to Hebrelv or unday school to learn of their 

history. Thus they will be able to understand some oft e 
I 

inbred intan ibles they inherit as Jews. To insure a proper 

atmosphere or religious training for my c ildren , Judaism 



will also play a stron role in my selection o - a mate. 

11 of t ~ese aspects of history and tradition I do not 

find hard to accept. 

Iowever, scientifically! f ind it di ficult to accept , 
the existential aspects o ·- Judaism. Aside from my religious 

trainitg I was primarily educated in the school of natural 

sciences. rom this viewpoint of chemistry and biology, it 

is hard to comprehend t e concept of man as a c reature or 

God without solid proof. I cannot accept this idea on ~aith 

alone due to my training. Thus, the role of Judaism becomes 

subject to question. One can learn the history and even the 

traditions of a people but he c nnot be made to accept the 

concept of God as a reality. This is the basis of my problem. 

How can one observe the laws of a relig:ion if he is not even 

sure of the foundation upon which the religion is built; a 

belief in God. I can at times be righteous and 'good' and 

not receive a single benefit, whereas other times I may 

commit 'bad' acts and be better off. ~ome may say that it 

is a sense of havin done right that is the reward for being 

ood, but this appears merely a a rationalization. ru.ch of· 

the ault for this may lie in modern materialism.~f, hein0 

brought up in a materialistic period I feel that this is a 

rationalization. 



When asked ''what is t e role of Judaism in my life" 

I can point to t e history and same tradi ti. ons as being . 

acceptable. On the other hand, the existential aspect is , 

merely a large area of doubt in my mind1w"e.Y'C; the religious 

explanations of God seem inadequate. I can only say that 
A~~\ .... 

I am unsure. Since the existential~are more important to 

me than the history the role of the traditions is subsequently 

lessened. 

One of my purposes for taking this course was to 

understand my identity as a Jew. None of my doubts have 

been erased and as a matter of fact a few more have been 

raised. However, for as long as I consider many of these 
w;I\ ..,, 

questions Judaism~play a lar~e role in my life. 
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I am a Jew. ThisJ is a fact that I am very conscious 
ot and also very proud of. Because Judaism has always been 
an important part of my life, it has formed at least a part 
of my identity. 

My parents, although they are far from strictly ob-
«ll servant, have shown all of us children the imif.rtance that 

they p\ ·~ce. in Judaism. There were ali·Ways some concrete 

observances in our home that tied us to Judaism, such as 

lighting the candles on Friday night, having a special 

Sabbath dinner, observing Passover, and many more. All 

ot these concrete things were alsways linked to the more 

abstract principles of Judaism. I have felt that many of 

the things that go into forming a good person also go into 
forming a good Jew, but there was 

separated -me from the general 

Being a Jew 

It is a separa-
tion that is partially forced from without but also some­

thing that was self imposed. It was a separation[E'ot to 
:-J~ttT be ashamed of but to be proud of because!! stood for some-

thing that was special, good, and to be proud of. Being a 

Jew, I learned,linked me to a people with a past. This 

past includes much suffering, but this suffering had to be 
~~""' accepted because they were suffering for something 'b'llat they 

believed was right, and worth sufferin~ for. Because of 

this larger identity, the Jewish family, there was an obliga­
tion tb this larger family. There was an obligation to help 
the members of our family, such as giving money to the United 
Jewish Appeal, Israel Emergency Fund, and the Rabbi's tund 

to help the poor. -These were obligations but obl1ga~ions 



-2-

that are perforaed willingly. 

I first learned about and experienced Judaism in 

my home. I then entered into Hebrew school and the syna­

gogue life. At this time I enjoyed services but got rela­

tively little out of Hebrew school. I didn't yet under­

stand, or even know of much of Judaism. I progressed quick-• 

ly through my membership in United Synawogue Youth. By this 

age Iwas interested in knowing more of Judaism, in question­

ing and trying to understand. I was now in High School and 

was intellectually ready for this. During times when I was 

acting as a member of this organization I was forced to ob­

serve the rules of Judaism more strictly than I had ever 

done before. But the more I followed these observances the 

more I saw much of their relevance and "enjoyed" performing 

them. During this period I happened to date only boys from 

this youth group, and consequently, only Jewish boys. I 

began to realize how important this was for me, not simply 

as a rule imposed by my parents but as something that I 

wanted to do for myself. As Judaism gained 1n importance 

to me I realized that this would be an 1mpi,rtance that I 
' 

wanted to be permanent. As Judaism grew in meaningfulness 

to me, I knew that it must also have meaningfulness to my 

husband. 

find it frustrating when I see so many Jews that 

know little about their Judaism and oonsequantly teel lit­

tle or no meaningfulness in it. At this stage in JQ' feeling 

for Judaism, these observations do not shake~ faith. But 

it upsets me because I wish that more people could see the 
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beauty and meaningfulness that I see 1n Judaism. It seems 

like such a right thing to .em t~t I would like many more 

people to see it. --
I am now a relatively observant Jew. I observe much 

but not all of Kashrut and the laws connected with the Sab­

bath. I have found that these observances can cause incon­

venience but they are now meaningful enough_and important 

enough to ·me that they are worth the inconvenience caused 

by their observance. I have adapted some of the law.a to 

fit what 1s important and meaningful to me personally. 

For instance the laws of Kashrut, when I go to a restaurant 

I only order dairy, but when I go to someone's home I eat 

meat that isn't kosher as long as lt is not one of the 

prohibited foods but don't mix milk and meat, I eat the 

same way in the dorm at school. My reasons for these may 

seem to be rationalization and I may seem extremely hypo­

critical but they make sense to me. In another person's 

home I do not want to go out of my way to make them feel 

uncomfortable, this together with other reasons makes it 

more important for me to adjust my rules than to follow 

the laws strictly. I consider the dorm as my home, and a 

home where I have no control over the food that is served. 

In an individual's home, if there is nothing that can be 

done, I feel that the individual must adapt on small items. 

On the Sabbath laws I make relatively few changes because 

this 1s something that I have complete control over and 

affects only me. Through these rule changes or adaptations 

i retain the basic meaningfulness of the laws for me, while 
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making them praoticly f1t into my life. 

Judaism to me must be a way ot llfea it can not be 

practiced as a one day a week religion. Thts tact that it 

is a total way or life is a part of the reason that it has ... 

so much meaning for me. Judaism 1s and shall always be im­

portant to me. In part, Judaism forms my way of life. 



Judy Heiss 

The Role of Jud ism in 1y Life 

In attempting to de Rcribe th role of Juda is~ i my life, 

I am struck by the f a ct t1iat Jud ism is one of tl e nost im por­

tant aspects of my existence. Judaism, however vugue and super­

fici&l noti on I ~a have of it, is alr &dy dee :ly r ootea i n my 

bein6 . Therefore, it is bound to ffect my life and color r1y 

thinking ~hether consciously or not. I have not yet been able 

to determi ne one unified "role" that Judaism hc:;s for me, ctnd 

perhais it will not eco n clea r until mutch later i my life. 

How ver, I am awar e of m· ny Jewish impressi ons, ideas , and 

feelings and will attempt to clarify some of these. 

It is preci c-e l :,- the r a ther "vague" aspects of Judaism th2. t 

contain the most 11. eaning for me, and thus are ost significant, 

such ac childhood bssociations ~nd sentimenta l &nd nost lgic 

a ttitudes towa rds Jewish t1ir gs. It is dif1icult to describe 

cle rly or analyze these personal elements of Juda ism b cause 

they ar pri ~arily e otions and aKin to such feeli ngs h S those 

evok 1d b mu ic, powerful but only part i al ly definable. An 

:ncien~prayer, a heat d discussi on between Jew · , or & .emjnite 

E on0 have all dee ply s ti rrect 1. e on occasion. Even s e11ingly 

n° i gnific nt ele ~en s of Jud r is n, t associ a ted with early 

mt.mor ie of .1, y childt ood acruire meaning such a s b· els, a 

fairy t ~le bJ Milt Gross, or t __ e sight of a Yiddish newspaper 

w i ch I m -self can't r u d. Si 1r1ila rly, wLen I visit rela tives 

who have not beco , e thorough y Americanized, ~ sense of elonging 

nd "dej Vu I engulfs me. Tnese ea otion&l responses a re, then, 

my strange t tie to Juoaism. 

The e .r: oti onal and psychologic8l aspects of Judc.1 ism 8I'e 

likewi e important b c r use they incre ' se and vit lize ny interest 

in Jewish idebS nd hi~ t, ry a 0 a whole. Especially, ct S r seek 

to estr_blish er c, onal ues and idec1 ls t i 
11e impre~~ions I h8ve 



- c. -

a s to Jewish conce ptions of human purpose end mors lity become 

crucial. If it w r ossi le to discover and identify with one 

''true'' w;,.y for rr ing tr s values would be f a irly sim r le. How ver, 

the spectrum of Jewi h tiougnt 1~ anifold nd multi-color8d, 

consta11tl~ ch&ngin ~nd molain~ itsel f to v&ri ous event s ond 

peri ods. Thus, even withi n the li .i its of Juda ism, tl e indi-

vidual lS confronted with ' ba ffling choice ,., idea s. However, or 

tt1e study of t l e Jewish struggle to gra s ttie me r nin "' of life 

hel s to guiue one i n developin~ tis own ide~s. 

Tne mo s t fund amentol b~sis of Juds ism, t n~ t is, t he a s s ump­

ti on of the existence of God, a t tie pre cent time doe not 

trouble me excessi vel . Since childhood I h ave believed t l10 t 

God exists, though I don't re aember t r. origin of tha t belief . 

Al t nough the questi on of ti'! e existence of God does rft obse ' ._ .ne, 

I t h ink tha t I would be s nacked if I we re to find out t hn t 

He did not exist. To .r e, however, the , o c; t importc:tnt a pe c t 

of t he Jewish concepti on of God is th&t it represents a hum~n 

ideal of perfect i ) n. Tlus , whether he exi s t i n re a lit~ is 

seconds ry to t he f 8.ct t b· t ruan was i, bl e to conceive of a per­

fe ct being and ctrive to imi t · t e Him. Furthermore, od is the 

"anc 1orj ng idea 1' to w ,. lch -i e · s "of justice a nd mora lity a r 

f as tenea . T 1e Jewish pas i on f or justice, a exemplified by 

Moses and the prophets, is its gre e t a c e ,::; en t. 

Juda i 0 is i 1nportant i .n mj life from a sociological c:1.nd 

historicc1 l point of view. The experienc of my "group~' t ha t 

is, my fe11i J ews 
I 
in recent 1 tory h' (" ha d a co ;ripl x f r' -c t 

on me -ot 1 rs a Jew and a human being . As a Jew it ha~ il­

lustr ~ed t he i m ort· nce of un exL e rna l l ab 1 such a s Jew 

whi ch
1 

a &n individua l and the ce1t te r of my world )I am not 

a lw .ys so awore of . F tched. 1n my l• ind hS t ne supr ', e hor 1· or 

I a ssoci a te ot1er insts.nces of inhum c..nity such a s t he vietnam e e 



• a r , i tr i t . A I f I o v. o 1 de r I f e 1 t . c.. t i t ha , , e come 1 n-

c re'. ingly incom rehensible and t orri le. Finally, it h s made 

me reLl i Li e t r.. e nee of a. orotne ood o .nan ct S t I e supre ne 

value, so th&t the human r a ce c· n survive . 

.Furthermore I o m indebtea to Ju a .is 1. for 11 ki Dg 

the world a le s s lonely pl r ce. As • link with 8 re .1; ote 

a nd di tant p&st it excites ~Yi agina tion. Also it hn 

given me 2 ricr1 culturdl heritage with which I cAn identify. 

Judaic culture, however smal l n a r1 oun t of which I rnay 

person lly ecome s cqu&inted with, will ho pefully be a life­

long source of inspira ti on. 

These t 1en are some of tre roles of Juda ism in my life. 

I feel tha t Judaism, while not in itself provi ding an answer 

Lo the complica t ed experiences and problems of life, neverthe­

less, in it s empha sis on the v&lue of human life and pea.ce1 lea d.s 

in the right direction. 
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• ____ , w/4((:j, 30 alan7 Wtfi, ~. e reftjicJTIS, flll£..CiJJS . "Jtof41>17 fo 'hte -

___ ·_ th -"'1 re~of'6 M..i/, o.Mer r,eor/e dtJ I 02nsider-Jw:b.ism _ 
_ JrnPor+an/-i n-iore s.peci-h'cally _ in l'.11:J _ rela,iio~ w,'ft 31rl~ . h,rfu.l'Jaiel:J m1 

,. 
• ,, 
• • • 

__ p,arerd-s believe. _ like. I clo aM 'fkre ts 110 ci:n,-fltcf be-I-ween u.~._ ko/e __ 
. - - • 

• • • ·• :e 
• 

_____ be/ ieve. tJ.J tef ij,crn sho1tlcl Jw.ve 'ho b<:rlf'1~9 on J.Jko T k-le or wh.o _ 
__ I 1 VVIOJrry. Ul'l-brf-u\'la-+e~ ke. is where I:: t\lVl 1·1'\+o t:i. VV\evrbJ C.Ohf{,d. _ 

---~1. ~ I. h\arrj ~ t'ho').- ?"~ I. .do )lo+ wavtl' _ »tj c.hi~drevi __ 
____ r-cus:e"' in ~j wife S r-el1jto.n......=,1'o~li L do ho~ J;iJeve ,,, :Jucla.trn, _ 
___ cts a .fX>s-;f1ve role a.~ a eli_~101: .I.. believe._d -b he ~ _ 

_ ___ superior fv Catholic1s1a-, _wt.I.Ch 1s ko dCXJnia.fic. alld 11'1edLevecl 'mr 
_ ;::nie lo wanf 111.<t, Ch;!dre11 ft, follow. _I doJwI /mow mocl, aba,.d flu:. 

-• --- Var.l0'6 lio-tes-f~t-t ~~-1~+ r _-Feef /-FL /,~.d ft) fo!i~w any re!t(po11 rl-
• . Would b~ T t.td.aisl:'.h :<±kr ~ 'Pr:> iesfrut:15 t,;, 1 T],,1J hEm .or a. n i -11'/k,,, 
• If I marry a,_ ~r.s:/4 311./_ wk 1s. ~!ztoJ, . .s --1,vlittf- 4;,t/ L c':la.? _tld/ 
: I a_llow 1'1J ehldren lo k ra;se_c/ ~lrj1tJu tv eve.n iiaqy/, ]:co11rtd~ ~ 
• . 'tittS uebttn3m3 a -fur,e( 1h~ dtfevnma hfl. a/fJ)a.p_ 'bailitred me. and _ _ 
• .1:W\ ~-!f,ll 'noT ~e.. wha+ J ti.u!I da . _ feel thti! if a el,ikl 1s 111 

: . covrfact- wi+h of her children who are Tewish, C-dl10{" or cn,j o+her-- --
• . r-e, \ ( ~ l O VI (&VI c;{ ~€-IS.. ON\. oa n.os±, C. Q\ o-tl-..e ts.I- . (;. JI O'(l. - kC!f'{ ff- /7" mis I, j-
• hcq--tn h,wi rnevi-taf ry. ! f'ee[ a yoJJ.n7er ehild tn our sociefy f!CiS f..o. _ 

·•~_.,. . ..._ have 5ome a-ftl licthovi We-th o.. \-e\t~tol'I or it h\etj hann.. htV'rl V\'levd-c-tl lJ ! and. ca~e him U.~'11.eeess~ -~~-~ b\e:mc; . lhettfore I wJ\ ~rohtb j 
• . ~ a. -\y--e_yneviO.ou.s ~~~cc.rt\ o.YIQ. wh-en ¥).~ bds C4Sk me. _ 
-----ii if +he~ o.re 1ew1sh 1 w,U sa~ lj,es ._ lf -h~j \A..la.Y\+ 1'9 ,sci __ 

I 





• 

-=-----+- bu+ e.iery peof.les have +he(r eharoderisftC _ f-endenc.,es . 71,,s is a.. __ , 
. ---- V?r"j 'YVtflCtn!.}'1.:1/Q'::.5 as~~ r~LSm'.s LYl-1t°'C.+ o/'l 'me , ______ , 

• . __ I Aa.u e... ck; cuSse& -Hte aspec-k o-S:- -:r-Ltda.'u:.., w klcl-i axe __ 
,- '1?1ea11;~+t<I P -me Md fke ft.al- are 71-0/-. 'Prese.+if(y I am 
• wee tn eibouf VY\~ --ft.du.re ancl verj cl1rlresred w -~ ~ el'lVl~on~evtt 
:: _ _ _ _J__ w·itl_-furev , _ha\e rn'i5,<Q[-f cf l olo no+ fake Ct meo._nm;Jfu/ pa'f/2 
___ ftiroJ.ljh. lite . I l<)ClYI+ -lo kip /Ylof fe wl,o 'JJee;/ lieft, and wlto 

. .1 (!CVh'f het flieffl£el11PS . I Acwe beej] lueklj 1YJ hcwiJ1.9 fhe. 
• ope_or+c.tnihes_ :[ &we had aqtf /2o;e -/4 frov/de. fhese dfforfund-,c;: 
~: --for OS_ 'nta17 r°t/e OS 1 Ca'n__:_ I w::mf_ fo k a 30.od FeYJ.i-
J . _ .oncl 'or\n<\ V-p Klj d~l\clreVI as well a~ trvtj l)Clreh.ts br ih.i- me.. up . 
• C,a.n :f wia1SYn k~p V'f..€. -\n o.d-tleu , ~e ~bo__l~ ~- . - . -~ 
• _ t =r;-- sktecl o-ff 6~ so..~lvi~ :r: l-\'A~ CL . ver.1._trreli_ciLousTeJ,Jj 
-e ~Ct ne5h-believer . 7Jllf I f/,,ef'} s{q,fea ~af 7-fe;; Jet.vs 'were 

: _ -ftt0rninenf 1'n _p05 ifi11e />oldtc_ci ael-1;n and Ynct/lr]Af /2 1,r~vide .6ea1'.~-~I 
• • fa~ilt rdQf(oY1.Sk1e5 _ rt IS ~ - er/ ~h~raderts'+tc..s J _ rs;-f1ue _ 

·• .ocf10Y\ ari.cl a ~I;['f fa.~ilj wlueli I co;mder ..supreme tf/ Jm'f ___ _ 

:: / ,d of V Irks. _ o ~/2 I _ 1-'vu.f S>o~nJ ~~h IY\ 1/V\~ ka..-f Yllle"ti f _ 
• Dt t.uorskip r WI.us+ a.llimd +kt_ ~~l~Vl1 Joes h.a..\JC YV'\eQl'l\n~ -Jo "m€ . 

___ -Y\..I..O.o.tsm I os _r eu.rl~e<' s-\-u.+edi is. 7:he. ?roc\u.e...t o~ a..!( w4o ca// __ _ 
__ -fkmse/ve<; -Tew> and tn Ct. ftd- Jrltijori-fy Xu.is e;c~ibd +rads 

·: whick. a.re tmportun-t 4D WI.£' . :fu J..q_1s.... /1'1eans +z, me a ,.1!"°1' of_ 
• people wk, !,ue. kfe ,~ _ CL 1'n~a;,1~j f"f;ihue (iftd beaufJ'<,rmc;niie.r; 

: =f :fie ~ I lw~ --Iv ftue 'huj !tie. 
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: ___ I ___________ -_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_____ _ 
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I _see myself as an heir to Jewish herit~ge . Heritage to me is a se of his­

torical traditions vhich tell me where I came from and where I stand; I also 

see Jewish heritae;e as an emphasis on Zionism and social activism. With s 1ch an 

understanding in mind, I can see fore~ ample th at American Jews should nlay an 

"activist O role in contemporar~ social roblems. The Je must realize that he 

must ally himself 11.1ith the blac .. man not as the condescenrii.n "white lib raln 

who dashes off his annual check to the NAACP at Chanukah time. Instead the 

American Jew of 1969, no matter how well off he may be, must be a are that 

once upon a time his father or r ndfather suffered the same kind of systema-
' ( J('-;''" 

tized sooial and economic discrimination,, as the Nepro . the Pale of Poland. n 

y referine to his ttreli ious historical» past, the Jew can underst nd the 

black man's plight and feel his suffering. 

Jewish history has compelled me to understand the need and importance 

of the State of Israel. After two thousand ye rs filled with phys·cal and 

cultural ~enocide (if one excuses the passionate rhetoric), a ,Jew from Soviet 

Russia or from the mellah in Algiers has known little in his lifetime but per­

sonal deeredation. Zionism is literally the in1atherin of the exiles and it 

provides a pl~e where a Jew can walk with di~nit. . As a Jew who happens to 

feel somewhat "secure" i the Diaspora, m1
' po it· cal Zion is right here in 

Amer·ca. I must confess that I have never knovm blatant anti-seme ·sm save 

for the polite lily-white condescens·on of WASPs who "tolerated" my pre~cence 
I 

among their children. I see ionism as a necessity for it ives the oppressed 

Je a new lease on life. 

In seeing how els Judaism las a me2ningful role in rrw life, I wish to 

make an unlikel but trul relevant comparison of Judaism ith psychoanai:9:sis 

__yis-a -vis their aims . Both ,Judaism and psychoanalysis hope to have an individual 
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become "totally 'immersed• in life" because both "faiths" believe that one can 

find fulfilment in this life. Psychoanalysis affords Man the opportunity of 

seeing himself as he really is and forces him to eradicat psuedo perceptions 

of himself. In other words, it provides htm with an in depth understanding 

of his limitations and potential qualities. The analyst and his patient work 

together in developping those potential qualities which will give the patient 

enough strength and foresight ill successfully combatA,ing his trials. Further­

more psychoanalysis is not to be regarded as an apocalyptical adventure where 
, 

the pa~ent receives a vast reservoir of wisdom. Judaism as well does not hold 

any pretenses to attempt such endeavors; instead it recognizes Man's limitations 

and sets direction for him to make use of his potential. 

I see the essence of Judaism as a set of directions and precepts of which 

the Jew can gain some conception of his role in an often chaotic but still prom-

ising world. Torah which can be described as both "teaching" and "law" provides 

the process in which Man can at least search for clear insights into his nature. 

" ••• ' You shall teach them the statutes and the decisions and make them know the 

way in which they must walk and what they must do• ...... (Ex.18:20) feuR& ea page:,. 

7 ef ¥al••• 1117#17 pjffpred. Hopefully, some of the precepts of the lorah and 

the Halachah tradition as well as the martyrdoms of Hanna Senesch, Andrew Good­

man and even the wit of Gertrude Berg can at least offer me a spark of an in­

sight into the noble endeavors and absurdities of life. By its very implication, 

Judaism does not expect Man to eain the answers to the ultimate ~steries or life 

or be imbued with all the fruits of human knowledge. But although his not ex-

\\ 
pected to reach these goals, Man's very striving after them" provides him with 

the best possible means of understanding pimself. 

However, my greatest problem with rrr:, relationship to Judaism is not whether 
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I feel insecure in m;y identity as a Jew: I happen to feel quite at ease in ac­

cepting my- religious heritage. But what I wish to avoid is using Judaism as a 

drug or sensitivity experience in trying to resolve personality conflicts. All 

that I would be doing is reducing Judaism to a series of psychological principles. J 

is often too easy for me to fall into the trap of using my rel-

so willing to die 

' 
expounding upon my- pr'1dices and self-righ~~~ How 

In otherwords, they are 

bashedly denounce 

• Such passion on my part lalya pervers o 

t l • 
• 




