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• Judy Zlotnick 
Religion 306 

By comparing Judaism to a triangle, it becomes evident 

that Judaism means more to the Jew than just a conglomeration 

of rituals, laws, and customs. Judaism has always represented 

more than this to me, for it has become the foundation of 

my existence and a focal point of my life. 

Using a simple geometric figure, the triangle, as an 

analogy, the three points can be comp3red to the three 

primary conceptions of Judaism held by the Jew in relation 

to his lifetime. 'lhree dimensions of Judaism must be 

considered to achieve a comolete understanding of the meaning 

of Judaism to the Jew. Tile three co necting lines which give 

the figure its distinctive fonn may be com red to the broad 

philosophy w~ich nderlies the faith. The transfonnations 

which have been ma e through the years in ritual and custom 

are of little cons~quence compared to the eternal values that 

have buttressed Judaism through centuries in the face of 

adversity. 'lbese lines represent the roots of thought and 

tradition that have remained unchanged in spite of other 

alterations t)tat have occurred. Althoug~ Judaism has been 

flexible and has adapted to change, it has managed to maintain 

a basic philosophy that has been successfully applied to the 

past, present, and future. 

At the apex or the uppermost point on the triangle is 

the most conspicuous conception of Judaism -- that which 

pertains to the present. For those who are unfamiliar with 

Judaism, the insights and spiritual solace that are characteri stic 
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of Judaism, appear to muce Judaism appear to be a remote, solemn, 

and somber faith. In the eyes of the Jew, these play a more 

vivid role. Essential to any understanding of the present 

meaning of Judaism for the Jew is an examination of the basic 

theology or the connecting lines of the triangle. 

Th.e principle tenets of Judaism include the belief in a 

personal God whose ways are beyond man's comprehension, but 

whose reality makes the difference between a world that has 

purpose and one that is meaningless; the belief that man is 

made in God ,s image and his role in the universe is a 11nigue 

one despite the failures that spring from his mortality; ~ 

that man is endowed with infinite potentialities for greatness 

and goodness. 

One can easily discern the pervasiveness of these values 

in Jewish life today as they form an integral part of it. 

Because they are not confined to the synagogue alone, they 

assume a far-reaching eff · ct on the relationship of the Jew 

to his family, community, and society at large. 

Judaism holds that man can most genuinely worship God 

by imitating those qualities that are Godly -- compassion, 

justice, and tolerance. '!he Talmud soeaks of three general 

princinles in life: Torah, or lear ing; service of God; and 

performance of good deeds or charity. Taking these values 

int e context of everyday life, one can easily see their 

manifestations. The core of Judaism as found in the Mosaic 

fonnula for treating our neighbor fairly, respecting his 

rights, his property, and above all his erson. Thus, if we 
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deal justly with our fellowmen, truth will triumph and peace will 

reign. 'lllis passion for just human relations dominates the 

ethical teachings of Judaism and is the starting point from 

which all Jewish teaching commences. 

The theme of freedom and equality also runs throughout 

Je~~sh history and guides the relationship of the Jew toward 

his fellowman. These values are voiced today by Jewish s pport 

of such issues as integrity in public office, just labor 

management relations, civil rights and civil liberties, 

equality of economic opportunity, decent education, housing 

and health standards for all citizens, and peace among the 

nations of the world. 

Probably one of the most characterstic features of Jewish 

life is its emphasis on family integrity and unity. '!be 

religious loyalties linked to the love of home have strengthened 

both the home and the religion as well. Judaism mea ure·s the 

dignity of man in relation to his family circle and e ach member 

of the family has an important and ind•soensible role. The 

modern Jewish family has retained the high standards embodied 

in Jewish tradition by its emphasis on the unity of family 

experience and the sharing of joys and sorrows. It is perhaps 

this family experience that has played the most important role 

in my life as a Jew, for it has contributed to the preservation 

and instilling of values and ideas which have modified my 

relationships in other settings. 'Ibis family solidarity has 

been a major factor in the survival of the Jews through the 

trials and tribulations of the ·centuries. 
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Although I have only presented a glimpse of Jewish life 

in its present context, it is obvious that the precepts of 

Judaism are extended beyond the synagogue to provide a 

guide to everyday relationships and situations. Because 

Judaism emb~aces the secular elements as well as the sacred 

ones, it is more than its core doctrine. Because it sets 

certain objectives before man and leaves it to his discretion 

which path to take to achieve these goals, each individua 

by whatever grasp of knowledge he has, must choose his own 

course. Th.e truth and ideals of Judaism live only to the 

degree to which they are r e alized in the daily interactions 

of each · Jewish person. 

The second point ont.,he triangle represents the past. 

'!he Jew today recognizes that he is a part of a vast cultural 

heritage that has existed for tho·1sands of years. 'lbe 

traditions embodied int he laws and rituals connect him 

to this past and add meaning to his present existence. Because 

Judaism has survived in the face of relentless persecutions 

and des·pite the (..act that its adherents . are vastly outnumbered 

an scattered all over the world, the Jewish people have 

maintained a solidarity unmatched by any other ethnic group. 

Regardless of their nationality, th~y have felt a strong 

identification with one another so that these bonds of unity 

have only become fortified when threatened by adversaries. 

Judaism is one of the oldest religions known to man, with 

a tradition that reached back as far as the dawn of civilization. 
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It has contributed richly to civilization and has grown and kept 

pace with the spiritual needs of more than a hundred generations. 

For these reasons, Jews are intense 1-Y interested in their 

ancestors although they are personally far removed from many 

of their rituals and traditions. It is only through r ecognizing 

this added dimension of the history of the Jewish people 

that one can fully appreciate the pride in their faith the 

Jewish people feel. Recognition of these past glories 

also aids to an appreciation of the fut 1re. 
,,.. . 

The third and final point on the triangle is the future 

role of Judaism in my life. Hope describes this aspect 

of Judaism -- a threefold hope based on hope for the individual 

soul, that it will attain the fulfillment of w ich it falls 

short of in the flesh; hope for the people as a whole, or 

the expectation of ultimate deliverance and vindicationi 

hope for society, or the assurance tha t it will be regenerated 

, into something better when evil is purged and good is perfected 

and m e pennanent. Together these make a confidence that 

for man, for Israel, and for mankind, a better world lies 

ahead. 

It is thro1 gh the realization of the will of God that 

these hopes will become realities for He has spurred mankind 

throughout history to greater good. Throu.::rh these aspirations 

and hopes, pursued with skill and fortitude, this age may 

c ome into being. 

Hor me, Judaism represents an optimism and faith in the 

innate goodness of man. Juda{sm has in the past and will · in 
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the future{an illuminating force which is s ·li. ted to stand 

for that which I believe in and cherish dearly. Judaism 

functions asthestarting point from which to commence my 

life's journey, and with a little wisdom and prudence, it can 

lead me on that way safely and joyfully. 
~ 
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Judaism has provided me with an everpresent point 

of 1dent1f1cat1on in environments of both Jews and Gentiles. 

First, a discussion of the meaning of Judaism for me will 

enable me to determine the role it is to play in my life. 

Judaism as a structured religion consists of all 

the practices, observances, prayers, customs, and liturgy 

that differentiate it from other religions. For me, the 

practices, the day to day rituals, the specific prayers to 

be recited, often by rote rather than feeling, are all 

secondary to the philosophical teachings, the commentaries on 

human existence that are not unlike tnose of every other 

major religion of the world. 

My first exposure to Judaism, and my first recog­

nition that I am a Jew came to me in the first years of my 

religious school training. During that time I was taught 

the history of the the Jews, the meaning and observances of 

the holidays, and the rudiments of Hebrew and the liturgy of 

the religious service. It was not until later in my 

religious school education that I was exposed to the 

philosophy of Judaism, indeed of all religion. rhis philoso­

phy is the essence of Judaism for me. 

My religion is much more than prayer and faithful 

attend~t Sabbath and holiday services. In fact, I often 

find religious observence 1rrelevent to my daily life. 

( 
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My religion is a more universalist one than more orthodox 

members of the Jewish community would accept. It is a belief 

that stems from the faith in man, rather tham the faith in a 

supernatural power. At the risk of appearing blasphemous, 

I suggest that one need not ever set foot in a synagogue, 

perhaps not even hold a belief in God, in order to be a good 

Jew. 

All this is not to say that Judaism, or any other 

religion, is unnecessary or superfluous. Rather, it is a 

vehicle through which we may learn the philosophy of religion, 

the teaching that man, together with his symbolic "brothers" 

must act according to his own conscience to make a world in 

which he can achieve whatever goals he may hold. 

One may ask,"why,then, should any religion exist?" 

The answer to me is simple. Religion serves as the most 

powerful and pervasive institution of education that exists. 

It provides us with our foundation of ethics; it outlines 

a plan by which we can strive to live righteously and 

justly. Religion gives us a sense of direction or goal 

orientation; the prescriptions and directives of how to act, 

how to behave in a specific situation are secondary. It would 

have been enough to merely ppint us in the right direction. 

My concept of Judaism is not clear cut; rather, 

it is abstract and hazy, reflecting the unspecific, unpre­

scribed nature of action I feel to be religious. It would be 

far easier for me to tell what Judaism is not. 

I 
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Judaism is not the observance of holiday, the chanting 

of prayer, the wearing of skull cap and prayer shawl. For those 

who believe that all one must do to qualify as a good Jew, 

and hence, a good person, is faithfully fulfill these actions, 

Judaism is as empty and meaningless as pagan idol worship. 

Hather, these actions should serve only as reminders that 

there is a much deeper meaning to religion, that r .eligion 

encompasses the act of living, and not just the act of acting. 

I firmly believe that I am a good Jew. I make this 

claim with the full knowledge that I rarely attend services, 

that there is much I do not know about customs and observences. 

I make this claim on the basis of my belief that I am striving 

to fulfUJJ.the teaching of my religion, the teachings basic 

to any religion--to be a good person. ~ realize, however, 

that the concept of "goodness" is empty unless it is lived. 

I choose to maintain my identification with Judaism as a 

reminder of the basic philosophies I will strive to follow. 

One may now ask, "Why do I choose Judaism as my 

reminder to be a ' good' person?" Quite frankly, I believe 

that Judaism is the best religion through which the education 

of which I spoke previously can be ca~ried out. The Judaism 

to which I have been exposed, although cold and empty 1n 

some instances, seems to best relate my life to its philosoph­

ical teachings. 

My affiliation with Judaism is with the eform Movement. 

It is my belief that Reform Judaism is the best example of 



living Judaism. By paring away much that 1s trivial, that 

is superfluous and empty in modern day context, Reform 

Judaism is better able to address itself to the questions of 

living. In the Reform Movement, one is no longer forced to 

go through the motions of meaningless ritual in order to 

prove one's self. Reform Judaism represents to me an 

attempt to make Judaism a living religion, concerned with 

living people. An important aspect of Judaism, unique among 

major religions, is that the religion is chiefly concerned 

with existence now, and does not dwell so much on the import­

ance of salvation or life after death. 

~Y religious identification has not been constant 

or consistent. There have been times when I have accepted 

the religion,along with all its rituals and trivialities, 

without question. This occured during the early part of my 

life, when I nad not developed my intellectual skills enough 

to understand all the implications of my religious belief. 

Like any child, [ had to be told· and ' direoted by my elders. 

After this came a period of great questioning. 

Disillusioned by the immediate irrelevence of all religious 

practice vis a vis my own life, I rejected religion completely, 

not realizing that I was discarding very much of the good 

along with what I believed to be the bad aspects of religion. 

It is only recently that I have renewed my ident1- ' 

fication with Judaism. I realize now the importance of 

much of my religious education. What I could not understand 
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a few short years ago now seems so much more relevent to me 

now. Having developed socially and intellectually, I can look 

at ideas with a better perspective. My Confirmation training, 

which seemed totally without value at the time of my Confirm­

ation, is much more meaningful to me now that I have been 

able to relate it to my life. 

I will not try to convince myself or others that 

my stronger identification will make me a more observant person. 

Judaism occupies an important place in my life, not because 

it directly serves to influence my actions, but because it 

serves to influence my thoughts, which alone serve to direct 

my actions. 

Judaism's role in my life is that of a philosophy 

of existence, rather than a religion in the traditional 

sense of the word. It serves as a social conscience, and the 

outward manifestations of the religion serve only as a 

reminder of the inner implications of my belief. I must 

conclude from my observations of self and other men, however, 

that man, though he may strive, is imperfect, and is thus, 

often in need of reminders. Perhaps those who wander must 

have religion as this reminder. Perhaps only when man achieves 

perfect1on,will religion disappear. Until then, religion 

will fulfill this important purpose, and, I believe, my 

Judaism will do so for me. 
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This is a rather difficult paper for me to wr1~e. It 

deals with the religion I was brought up to believe - Judaism -

and the religion I later renounced as inconsistent with 

my philosophy of life. I have considered myself, for some 

time now, a Jew in name and cultural upbringing only. May 

it sound phony or not, this course taught by you, Rabbi Silver, 

has set me to wondering if my renunciation of Jud1asm was 

not a faddish, immature reaction to prove to myself and to 

others my true liberality. Originally, I believed Judaism 

to be as dogmatic aa any of the other great religions. I 

was refuting dogmatism. Through this course, however, I have 

been thinking more and more as to whether I am still a Jew. 

I have begun to wonder if I am simply a radical Jew - but 

then Judaism seems such a personal rel1gion - I wonder if 

there is such a thing as a radical Jew. 

Originally I renounced Judaism because I was completely 

science-oriented. I considered myself a member of the new 

science left. Anything inconsistent with science simply had 

no part in my life philosophy. Everything followed from a 

cause-effect relationship. Everything either could or some­

day would be fully explained by the methods of scientific 

logic. Therefore, of what need did I have for a God? To me, 

God was simply a mental crutch created by the imagination of 

weaker people. God simply explained or gave meaning to the 

incomprehensible. I, however, had seen the true light -

science. I had no use for a weak man's God. I was strong. 

I needed no crutch. Thus, my renunciation of Judaism. 

I still consider myself science oriented in the fact 
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that all natural phenomena may be explained by scientific 

logic. However, my concept of God has changed, from a super­

natural opponent of science to a completely different rather 

amorphous concept (which I shall explain later). Perhaps 

it was maturity or perhaps it was my need for a mental crutch 

(I can not actually determine which yet) I now truely believe 

in a God concept and perhaps even Judaism. 

All great religions promise redemption. Judaism promises 

redemption through the teachings of the Torah. However, it 

has been stated that there has b~en found more true benefits 

1n the following of the Torah itself, than in the hope of being 

redeemed. I cannot truthfully say that I have studied the 

Torah; therefore it would be immpossible for me, 1f not 

completely hypocritical, to base my life on the set of rules 

as put forth in the Torah. Rather, I have devised my own 

Torah in the Jewish tradition. I have devised or utiiized 

my own set of rules to help me (cru tbh) explain my questions 

of death, my questions of sex, my questions of love, my 

questions of health, my questions of life. My "Torah" and 

my "God" are the same overriding maral force - society. (At 

first this may seem to imply that I am simply a to ~l of the 

lociety. Although true to an ~xtent, I am selective, and 

do utilize freely directed will.) 

My life philosophy deals with truthfullness to self -

consistancy of self. As discussed in class, this does not 

condemn me to an island among men. Rather, interactions are 

as important to me as they were to y , ur life philosophy. How­

ever, to me, instead of your over-riding •sina1•, there is 

simply another . societal myself to react and learn from. Through 

the love I gain from these various myself interactions, I will 
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gain, 1n the manner I deem beat tor myself - and l must be 

internally consistent - answers to the questions that religion 

may help 1n answering. Surely, this 1s a crutch. I am just 

beginning to realize this - and it seems to me that my lite 

1s changing because ot it • 
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Thu fa.r , Ju . h s h normou ffect on my lif J.. n 
nd it will continue to b o in t e f utu.r . mu t dinit t t 

I am not ligiou I as b fore I nt r coll g , but my· 

ori nt tion k ps my pr ctic s within c rt in limits . On of th 
most di t bin thing hich I h v . . th p st yi ar 1 cover in 
is th t fr too m ny ~ ws dontt i entify th mselv sin th 1 t 
with their r ligion nd the f ct as ch n0 m y of my ttitud s . 
Ho1 m ny t:L 1 h v I he rd om on say that h s so J • h t t 
h as pr~ctically C tholic or"I'm not reli ious but I 1m v ry 
Zioni tic . " y cousin, when sp aking to m .bout frien of hers 
whom sh wantc m to meets id 1 11 All n, sh' r form • Sh 
gos to Th pl . 
Pl s don't gt 
thy r Zioni tic . 

Oh, but she's goin to Isr el during vac tion. " 
ong . I'm not knocking Reform d J w b caus 
here r plenty of Orthodox J ws 1-ho re 

hung up ntir ly over Ir l hr 
don't s m to cone rn th m. Wh t m 

oth r sp ct of th ir religion 
I b li ve th t 

Jews hould id ntify them lv s a bing J Why m I orthodox? 
I b liev th t i ...... -e: fallin bit hort from i h o 1 i much 
b tt r th n setting much lo r on f lling short of it . 
It m v ry lo ic 1 tom • By ubtr ctin from th 1 v 1 of 
reli0 iou go 1 , ib li v th tit i b coming e sir nd i r 
not to liv up to tho lo A th 
i th tt chment to their r ligion of 11 tho p opl ~ho 
di lo er their 0 oal . On n only to look t th rt of 
int rm rri g tot tify to thi f ct . 

Ho th n ·11 Jud ism ct my lif? Th n r is v ry 
impl . Gr tly. It ill ff ct th p rson ith horn I will d cid 

to sp nd th r st of my lif . 
I will not erk on th S bb th . 

It rill ff ct my c r r ince 
It will ff ct th w y Ir i 

children, but most importantly it shoul 
St ti tics show th t fr quent reli iou 
synago ff cts p rson 1 s v lu • I 
bout it . y , Ju i m ill gre tly, 

my lif • 

m ke b tter an of 
~nd nc t church or 

kn wit befor I r d 
it h in th p t , 

" ~ r, "' Iv 

my 

• 

ff ct 

J ., 
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Thus far in my life Judaism has been an intangible 

force from which I have derived my ethical beliefs. These 

Jewish values have been passively ( that is not of my own 

volition) inculcated into me by my parents, as I will do 

with my own children. It will be my ultimate source of 

moral guidelines. Judaism will function as a positive 

force in my attempt to live a happy and just life. 

Part of my living will consist of beginning a new 

family. Judaism will provide a core around which this 

family can identify. The traditions of the past will serve 

as a unifying force to create continuity between the gen­

erations and with the Jewish community. 
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Eliz beth Gross 
R bbi Silv r 
R li ion 306 
Jun 4,169 



THE ROLE JUDAIS 

Cert inly the t-10 courses I h ve t ken with you h ve tau ht m 

r t de 1 more th n imply the history of Ju ism . They h ve helpe 

e cl rify my ide on rh tis moral and wh tis immor 1, nd I have 

ine n ev n >reater resp ct n .dmir ,ion . for the J e s nd the v ay 

in which they conduct(ed) their lives in rel tion to both their Tor h 

nf th community in 1 hich they liv ( d) . The 1 ws nd the li · e style 

of the Jews refl ct comps ion or th onged, for the II nderdog," 

nd conviction th ts lf-resp ct nd 1 rn ing F of utmo t tmoortancF 

in on' lif. 

Before I iscuss these idea urther , I oul like to tell you of 

p rticul r person 1 experience I h which h ct rel tionship 

to this p per . J:iy h sb nd i from J ish b ckgr0und . ·when we wer 

pl nning to ,e t marri d my pr nts ere s ple sed as they could be, 

s they think very hi hly of John . Howev r, hen they discovered th t 

h i Je ish, threw s tremendous re ction g inst th m rri ge . In 

11 hOnesty I was fl bber sted , s my p rents are nd alw ys h ve been 

1 aders in civil ri ~ht in 1inne polis . ec u~e of the re ction I 

thought b ck an. tried to rememb r nything hich th~y fi d s id to my 

sit rs and me concerning J ws, any attitudes which might have been 

Th only thin I could rm mb r as once having sk d my 

differ nc th r w s b twe nth J wish r li ion and the 

). She imply aid that th 
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Jews did not believe that Jesus was the son of God (which was a sufficient 

answer as I was only 9 or 10 at the time . ) And this was not rel ted to 

me in a downgrading way, as my mother lso st ted that she didn't 

believe in Christ's divinity either . 

I think my p rents were as surpr~sed at their re ction s I was . In 

.11 honesty I h d never before experienced ny prejudice gainst Jers 

or even know that ny existed . Th t seems wfully naive nd even 

rather h rd to believe now, but Minneapolis simply in not a race- or 

r ligiously torn city by ny stretch of the imagina.tion; also there were . 

no Jews in my high school - which, if I h d thought about it ~t that tim, 

might have seemed awfully strange - but I as definitely not the thinking 

type when I was that age . Also , my parents h v always pressed upon 

me the importance of treat·ng others with resp ct - that the worst 

possible sin is to make another feel inferior, no m tter who or what h 

happened to be, and that when all the extern ls were taken away, each 

person is nothirq more or less than a human being and therefore h s the 

sam ri hts as the next person. 

So now you underst nd a little better my interest in Jud ism. I 

want d to s e wh t 11 . this hubbub was bout , which resulted in my taking 

this course. I underst nd that the J ws re a·sp c± 1 people, but bee use of 

their history and the precepts by which they live(d) - rhich reflect 

their concern for granting everyone n equ 1 chance, within the 

nee ss ry diet t.es of the laws . I have seriously thought of converting, 
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but ftcr examining my rE sons for wanting to do so I decid. d it w snot 

n cess ry. 

Now why soould Judaism play a rol e in my life? In the p st four 

years I have gained an insight (or rather been hit over the head, con­

sidering my formEr naivete) with the realities of life , one of which is 

the fact that in certain areas of this country and the world anti-semitism 

still exists . I think this problem will continue to exist until the 

people who live in this world re all brought up to feel adequate and 

S€Cure and confident enough in themselves so that they don't need sc pe-

go ts . Along with this goes the necessity of Educ ting people about 

themselves, te ching them the "1hys" of their behavior . Obviously this 

state of aff irs in not imminent . But I can cio my sm 11 p rt in helping 

to brin6 it cbout , by educating my children-to-b long these lines , and 

also perhaps helping to influence the attitud s _of others through activ 

involvement in various civil ri,,hts or aniz tions . The mount of good 

which I contribute certainly will not be earthshaking but will do some­

thing tow rds helping people to realize the irration lity and destruct­

iveness of anti-semitism. 

Judiasm is also import ~t to me bee use of wh tit o fers throueh 

its ideology. (I cannot ccept it as a religion because I don't believ 

ther is such thing as "superior being" or what ver nyone wishes to 

call it . ) But its laws reflect the b lance between complete fre om nd 

the re sponsibili ti s one must n_ce ssarily c rr~, in ord r to n • oy th"'t 
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freedom. In short, it off rs a beautiful syst m of both civil nd 

moral checks and bal nces, many of which wEre copied by che court syst m 

in the United S.tates today. But bove all, Judaism refuses to be narrow­

minded and rigid . It is flexibl and changes with the need of the 

changing sicieties . I have profound respect for it because of these 

re sons . 



What o s Jud sm n o me. 

ob rt s. Post, Jr. 
abbi Silver 

Religion J 6 
Jun 6, 1969 
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n If rst thought bout this question, th thought ca 
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to m thAt a s a religion, Ju mm ans r lmost nothing to me. In 

r ar ing it as a r ligious value, I feel tha t t f urthers socia l 

roblems a s o all oth r re ig ons. sis v 
' 

1 on 

to sp akin favor of r~li~ious valu s. However, when I look upon 

Judism as constituting av ry prominent ethnic minority, I can 

not say that it has v ry little meaning form. I hope to make 
' 

my future life one of ealing with social problems and minority 

groups, and to say that Judism is not a major functioning aspect 

of our society would be encouraging verything which I am trying 

to fight against. I took the course for I wanted to learn about 

the Jews history and perhaps certain forms of their life. The 

J ws are a live functioning body of people. They should not 

be scapegoats by whom non-Jews direct thy own misgivings. As a 

living body of people, the Jewish people great deal to 

me, but if I must answer this qu stion in terms of Actual religious 

practice, then I can not condone this. I do not want you to feel 

that I feel particularly this way towar s Judism, I fe~l antagon­

istic towards all religions. That is saying it rather blatantly, 

but I feel religious values can be associate with the perpetuation 

of social problems. Within our present society, I feel that a 

stratification of religious valu s contributes to a cultural 

lag. 
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The Realm of Judaism l 

Larry Pencak 
Religion 306 
June 2, 1969 
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When first confronted with the question how Judaism 

relates to your life, I, as a Roman Catholic, could not 

immediately list neat analogies or principles. Moreover, 

after some concentrated thinking concerning the subject 

my approach and answers were even more confused. Theologically, 

although both Judaism and Catholicism claim a strained 

brotherhood linked by a belief in "one" God, there is a 

large gulf which separates· the two faiths. Judaism has 

its roots deeply entwined in the Old Testament; its great 

patrons are from that era as are most of the Jewish rites 

and ceremonies. Catholicism, like all Christianity, is 

founded in the New Testament. The groundwork for the 

conflict between the two is based here. It is true that 

the Vatican Council and the ecumenical movement in general 

has attempted a reconciliation. However, most will 

readily admit that it is too little, too late. 

My first encounter with Judaism at the acedemic level 

was this course. Before now I have had no knowledgable 

background for any statements or concl~sions concerning 

it. Even now my understanding is somewhat less then 

negligable. The subject itself has never been paramount 

to me. In researching my paper, I found Karl Marx stating 

that the main Jewish problem was finding itself a place 

in a Christian world. Thus for the Jew, Christianity does 

-1-
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relate and effect his life, even if it is an adverse way. 

For the ordinary Christian there is really no nessecity 

to relate to Judaism. And it is readily seen that no 

such relations readily develop. 

The course itself has given me a better understanding 

into some of the theological and historical background 

of Judaism. Through it r have gained at least a limited 

understanding for some present day mannerisms and practices. 

If I were asked what is the relation of Luthernism or 

Calvinism or Protestantism in general to my life, I would 

have to conclude that they make me look at my own religion 
, 

with a more critical glance. Although stemmlng from a 

common origin, they found points of disagreement large 

enough to enact a split. For this reason I must examine 

my own faith for inadequacies and weaknessess and where it 

needs progressive change. After only a general exposure 

to Judaism, I must conclude that its role and relation 

to my life is that it too makes me examine my own faith 

a little harde.r. Judaisrrfs conflicts and disagreements 

with Catholicism makes me look at my religion in a slightly 

different light. Certain points and beliefs take on a 

little different meaning when viewed from a point of view 

which is not in agreement with your own. : believe that 

for a person such as myself who has had no great acedemic 

or theological experience or confrontation with Judaism 

this is one of the only ways which I can relate Judaism 

and its doctrines to myself personally. 

-2-
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I think that the effects that Ju·c1a1m . will have on my;· 

life will be pretty limited .. Judaismi,. in a more classicaJl 

definition .than the one which we used in class, in a de£inition 

which my father would recognize,: will ' .have., virtua11r no _effect 

on my life., A,. Jtuda:ism which is an. outlook on life that stresses . . . 

action 1n this world could have an effect on me: in that· it· 
" . 

woul~ ~ -:: compatible·.: _with my views and' goal:s:, but the- question 

of whether it will have an effect on me is quite open. Ithink 

that the best way to deal. with this question is to start from 

how Judaism effects me now, as a senior in college, and· as: 

a person who would like to become a psychologist. 

My knowledge or Judaism comes from a year or two or Hebrew. , 
School~ this semesters course~ and the absorption of a few 

ideas that were mentioned; in my home· as I was growing up. I 

son.sider my rather to be an intelligent man and he is also rei­

igious~ I cannot recon ile these two statements in my mind, 

because I consider the religion that he believes in to b~ 

superstitioust; a relic from the past whose ritual and routine 

serve no purpose other tha-n to perhaps rationalize? a painful 

situation. He. is not what you would cal1 deeply religious. By 

that I mean he doesn't keep a kosheT house or attent every activity 

of the synagogue during the week. But still he usually goes 

to services at least once a week and enjoys it. He; never forced· 

Judaism on eithei- myself or my brotheT .. He,; thought that it· was 

important for us to learn how to play baseball after school 

and that wa should not sacrifice much or the tun in our childhood 
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in order to learn a language that would have ••v little: utility 

to us. He believes that you can't make a person religious, and 

that it must develop from within. For holding this view I owe 

him a great deal of thankfulness. I doubt that I would have~ 

liked or respected a religion whose study was forced upon me. 

As of this moment the most direct effect that Judaism has 

on me is what I say to my mothe~ when I call home every Sunday 

and she asks me," Are you going out with nice: Jewish girls?"• 

Some weeks I answer yes. Of late I have had to use four years 

of psychological and linguistic training in order to avoid a 

direct answer without arousing suspicion, and at the: same. time: 

without !.lieing. 

In a more positive sense ~udaism gives ma a vague feeling 

of identity. I feel a sense of pride that I · am detended from 

' people who could take the worst that this earth could throw at 

them for thousands of years and survive and at certain times 

flourish. I feel a sense of gull t 1n that if I don't raise mi 

children in the Jewish tradition,, they will somehow lose something, 

and I will somehow have betrayed those who came before me. It· 

would seem pitiful if what they suffered Bit to preserve, were 

lost for ever by a gap that might develop , in one generation. 

I feel that i -f I don't give my children the same choice that 

my father gave me, then none ot their children will even m.v~ 

a chance of making a choice in the matter. 

Still however for myself I come back to the point that 

I cannot spend my time doing something that I consider to be 

superstitious ( I use this word in an operant sense: a response 

which has no contingency with a reinforcer, but has accidently 

become associated with a response that does have a contingency 



with a reinforcer.), and ritualistic for th~ sake: of ritualism. 

This type of religion seems basically unhealthy in that it 

induces people to rationalize a situation. For example, if 

something goes wrong my father's response is that things will 

get better. If I don't get something that. I have worked hard 

for and wanted very much, he replies that the alternatives which 

are left to me are good and points out a fault in the goa:L1 that· 

I was striving for. The fact is that things don't always get 

better, and that I real wanted- what I was striving for and-

did not need sugar plums to sweaten the taste of adversity. 

Of course I cannot attribute. my father's statements ta 

the fact that he is what I have termed ~ -reiigious· n. But never­

the-less I have a feeling that one is related to the other. 

The idea that all must eventually be -good and that somewhere, 

something,which is basically benevolent,.exercises some sort 

of contro! seems to be founded in his religion,whose texts 

praise the power of God and whose services through repitition 

emphasize security and sameness through passing time· to him, 

but stagnation and useless ornimentation to me. I therefore:: 

cannot participate in the religion of my father. I am to1'erant 

and believe that it is good for other peoplet my rathar in­

cluded~ but· not for myself. 

What of your religion? And to me 1 t seems like a different 

religion than that of my father. Its outlook is different~ It 

seems to say to me that I cannot look out of my window and· say 

that there is some good in everything.It fortifies my belief 

in reality in tha. t you seem to be. tel]ing me tba t things won I t 

change unless people~ live people living right now, go out and 
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change them. Just as important, it gives me a reeling that if 

I don1"t try to change myself, make my self into what I want 

my self to be~ no one or no thing will make it that way for 

me. I must act because this is the only time in all or eternity 

that I will be able to act. I must influence because I wil~ 

have no second chance to influence·,,and if I fail I cannot do 

so in the knowledge that there is some goodness in my failura. 

I cannot smile and say to myself that someday someone else 

wilJl carry on~ because I realize the very real possibility, that 

this may not happen. Perhaps I also· realize that man may have 

hit his high point .. More exactly, I mean that I realize now 

that man may be able to hit~ high point .. Not because we couldn't 

go farther, but because for some reason we didn't go farthe~. 

Maybe we have come so far or will come so far that advancement 

will be determined by the success or failure of a few people 

who might achieve a breakthrough 1h education or some other 

area which effects us all in our society. And just maybe. if 

a few people failJ. we will destroy ourselves before others could 

carry on, indeed assuming that others would follow and carry 

on. 

Suddenly things seem dangerous and uncertain .. My fatherts 

religion is no comfort to me because I see no comfort in closing 

my eyes before a sabre that is about to be driven home. Your 

religion is no comfort to me because it gives me no answer .. It 

tells me that I should try, but that if I •do try there i's no 

guarantee or perhaps even no possibility or success. I am· not 

afraid or trying and tailing, or or the ridicule that may ensue. 

What frightens me, ~s · what might happen if I do fail ... It may 
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be~ that I am one or those people, who if he does fail, we: may 

never recover .. What frightens me even more is that I may be. 

one of those people who would have carried on from those who 

preceeded him, if the unthinkable did not happen. It may be 

too late. My father's religion says that it is not too late, 

but for no other reason than that according to my father's 

religion it can never be · too late. This does m& no good. 

Your Judaism allows truth and reality to enter religion. 

I still do not lmow if I need your religion, your Judaism. 

It seems to me that I can think, act, and try without it. But 

then again I've only known your Judaism for a few weeks, and 

it does seem to have clarified ·, no I think a better phrase ,, 

would be given arrangement and meaning to, a few ideas that 

I have had·. If nothing e-.lse it has had~ an effect on me. That 

is more than any other religion has had. By effect I mean some.. 

thing that is positive or at least not negative. Y-our .Tudaism 

is something more to me than how I should play the game of 

answering my mother's questions when I call home: on Sunday 

night. I dontt know what effect it does or will have on me~ 

because I haven 11t been exposed to it long enough9 but in the 

very least it is not an avoidance or negative thing. If it 

does have .eventual meaning for me it will be on an entirely 

different level. 

I guess what I'm trying to say is that I may never enter 

a temple again in my lite, but if I do it willl probably b~ 

The. Temple or 1 ts equivalent, and if I do ,YOur J"udaism w1l1 

probably have some p·ositive -mealling to me ,so that I aay be-, ablle 

to call ft my Judaism also .. 



.1. remember a story from religious school that impress ed upon me 

what I thought to be the essence of Judaism. An impatient man once 

came to Shammai, a learned schol~r, rabbi, and a contemporary of the 

great rlabbi Hillel, and asked the scholar to teach himrthe Torah 

while he stood on one foot. Shammai became enraged and chased the man 

away. Still wishing a condensed version of the law, the man went to 

Rabbi Hillel. Hillel was as patient as he was great. He listened to 

the man's seemingly ridiculous request and did not become angry. ot 

. • 1shing to chase away any man who had a desire to learn, Hillel said, 

"Do not do unto others as you would not have them do unto you. 1 hat 

is the whole Torah. All the r est is commentary. Now go and study." 

It has always seemed to me that Judaism has as its basis the 

dignity of the individual and the emphasis of man's obligation to his 

fellow man. This message is as prophets of Israel. The 

words sf such men as Amos still ring out when t he needy ar e oppres s ed , 

Hear this word, you cows of Bashan, 
who are in the mountain of bamaria 
who oppress the poor, who crush the needy, 
and encourage your husbands to feast and drink: 
"As sure as I am G-D," the Lord Almighty declares, 
ttYour day is coming, . 

hen you will be dragged out of t he city with hooks ... 
Out shall you go, each of you headlong." ... 
Thus says the Lordl 

And wasn't i t the prophets who envisioned the age when all men would 

be brothers? 

But they shall sit each one under his own vine and under 
his fig-tree; 

And there shall be nothing to make any )ne afraid: 
For the mouth of the Lord of hosts has spoken. 

Judaism has two distinct sectors, the religious and the secular. 

The r -ligious sector ha s two focii, the ritual and t he ethical. t he 

ritual is the ceremonial part of the religion that ha s evolved as a 

means of ma ss validation of a concept. It is by means of the ritual 
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that people are able to ostensibly reaffirm the·r beliefs in a manner 

proscribed by the group of peo le who hare these beliefs. The ethical 

concepts of a religion are tlose i eals which provide the moral basis 

for the conduct of the adherents of the reliJion. n Judaism, the 

secular and religious sectors are closely related! However , one my 

divorce the secular area from the religious. opefully, the ethical 

focus of the religion is so ingrained in and valid to the adherents of 

udaism that it accompanies any form of Judaism. lt was the ethical 

precepts that ame rise to the ritual. This ethical basis provided 

co on ground for a group of people who eventually evolved their own 

sub-culture. At times the ritual became an end in itself, as in the 

days of the ?rophets, bµt this was defeating its purpose. 

Judaism is a religion. It is a sub-culture. It is biologically 

transmi~ted,and yet one may become Jewish by conversion. It is the 

study of the ~orah and Talmud. Judaism co s its followers to action 

in the p rsuit of the fulfillment of the la. Judaism is t e revelation 

of the law at Mount inai 3,000 years ago, and yet it is as recent as 

the ost recent celebration of havous, the reaffirmation of the l aw. 

It is the hope that some day ''nation shall not lift up sword against 

nation, neither shall they learn war any more", nd yet 1 t h s co stantly 

h~d to fight for its survival since its beginni s. Ju aism is the 

pious who prayed at the ·ailing all in ay of 1 4d, it is also the 

me bers of a annah ,1ho fou ht so valiently to secure the otate of Isr el. 

udaism is oaul; David, 

and David en urio. 

olomon, oses laimonides, Vladimir abotinsky , 

Judaism is the unbro e chain o traditio and 

1 .w f om the time of the p tri res to the present ay. I've l1ays 

thou ht th tone o t.e most dr atic reco nitians o t onds o 

present a udaism with the part is when the assov gadah exp ains 
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role in my life. # hope th I will ha 1e the cour ge to follww the 

dictates of my conscience, the moral and ethical ideals th t hav been 

taught to me through my religious training. hese b sic teachin s of 

Judaism re fundamental to pReserving hum n dignity and freedom. 

agree whole hearttdly with the words of he lqte Louis randeis, p st 

ju tice of the bupreme Court , when he stated, 

... 

The 20th entury ideals of ericp. h ve been the ide ls 
of the Jews for 20 centuries • 
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