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CHARLES H. PERCY 
ILLINOIS 

COMMITTEES: 
IIANKING AND CUltltl:NCV 
AERONAUTICAL AND SPACE KIENCU 

WASHINGTON, O.C. 

June 14, 1967 

Mr. Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Mr. Silver: 

I am grateful to you for your kind remarks concerning 
my position on the Middle East eris is. 

In the days and weeks ahead, we must make strenuous 
efforts to obtain a settlement which does not sacrifice 
~srael's legitimate rights. I will do all I can to · 
assure a settlement which is fair to Israel. 

Sincerely yours, 

Charles H. Percy/sdl 
United States Senator 
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WILLIAM E. MINSHALL 
DD Dl1T1JCT. Olllo 

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

IIICOIIMlfflH: 
DEPAITMENT at DU'ENSE 

INDEPENDENT OFPIC£S 

Congre•• of tbt tltnittb 6tate• 
J,ouie of llepre,entatfbe• 

....,maton, •· c. 

June 15, 1967 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleve land, Ohio 44106 

Dear Rabbi Si Iver: 

Thank you for your gracious letter regarding our meeting 
last week in my office and for my statement on the Floor 
of the House. 

The sentiments I voiced are heartfelt. Like you I hope 
that permanent peace can be established and maintained 
to freedom's advantage, as you so eloquently phrased it, 
in the Middle East. 

Please do not hesitate to let me know whenever I can be 
of service to you in any manner and I wi II welcome your 
continued counsel on this and other critical issues. 

With best regards, 

WEM:ir 

Sincerely yours, 

03~Jl------~ 
William E. Minshall, 

M. C. 
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Mr. S. Lee Kollrmaa 
Well, Kohrmaa • Coak 
309 Leader B11Udln1 
Cleveland. Ohio 44114 

Dear Lee: 

Jmae 15, 1967 

Pray God. Tbaak• for the note. 

Sincerely, 

DANIEL JEREMY SIL VER 
DJS:rvf 



Mr•. Harry J. Elconln 
2187 Ecis•rtOD Road 

Juae 15, 1967 

Univeraity Helah&a. Ohio 44118 

Dear Mra. Elcoain: 

l am mo•t 1rateful to yoa for your kind 11ote. Tbe•• 
an them•• ID whlcb •• all bellen diNply. 1 pray 
&bat tbe •plrit ol lut Sunday will atay with u• in tbe 
cllfflc:ult week• &bead. 

Sbacerely. 

DANIEL JEREMY SILVER 
D.TS:rYI 



Jane 15, 1967 

Mr. Pblllp Bernateln 
Coancll of Jewl•h Federation• 
and Welfare Funda. Inc. 
315 Park Annue So11th 
New York. New York 10010 

Dear Phll: 

Henry Zucker told me that he •poke to JOll abo11t the 
problem of volunteer•. I know that the A1ency ha• apparently 
abandoned the aummer volu.nteer pro1r.am. The Emer1ency 
Coancll here. however. l• getting a namber of reque•t• from 
people with ■peclflc abilltle• and talent• and u yet we have 
no way of handlln1 th•••• I a1ree that there oa1ht to be one 
central ■errice for volanteer• and the more qalcldy we eatab
ll■h thl• the better. 

Let me make yoa an oUer. I woald be happy to By 
oYer to l•rael and talk wlth reapon■lble aathorltle■ about 
thl• type of andertakln1. I woald hope that one or two 
qaallfled Fecleratlon people would al■o 10. Perhapa •• can 
•peed t hln1• 11p a blt 1f we can make proper arranaement• 
for the a■e of volaateer manpower on the other ■ lde. 

·Jo• can lma1lDe that llfe contlaae• at a fraaatlc pace • • Adele joln• me la •endln1 our love to yoa aad norence. 

D1S:mam Danlel .Jeremy SUYer 



Jane 15, 1967 

Mr. Sidney VlaceDt 
Jewl•h Commwalty l"ecleratlon 
1750 Euclid Avenue 
aevelaDcl. Oblo ••115 

Dear Sld: 

Thi• l• to apprl•• you formally of an action by the 
Zlom•t Emer1eacy Co11acll r• .. •tiDa the c. R. C. 
and tta COD8tltueo.t ageacl•• not to •end community 
epeaker• to pardclpata In public debate with Arab 
aatloa•••• It la OGr feelln1 that thi• coafuM■ the 
t.ma1e of tbe Jew and by It■ very nature give• tM 
Arab tbe opponaalty to build up tba •Uama of duel 
loyalty. 

We furtber que■tt.on tbe validity of debate• 1eaerally. 
Our wWIDpe•• to debate at••• Arab propaaaada 
apake•m•a tlle credlbWty of Olll' poat.tlan and a plat
form wldcla mqlat not be offered to tbem otberwiM. 
I••• ••keel to cll•c:a•• W• matter wt.th ya.a and the 
C.R. C. baformally. We c:aa clo •o wben we bave five 
minute• tosetber. Furtber, I •houlcl like to be k.,t 
la touch laeofar •• apeaker• an concerned. 

Slacerely. 

DANIEL .JEBl!WY SILVER 
D.18:nf 



Mr. Johll Oro•• 
ft Mr. Merrill D. Oro•• 
2565 Warwick Road 
Cleveland. Ohio 44120 

Dear Jobn: 

June 16. 1967 

Tbe encloaed letter l• •elf-explanatory. With all 1ood 
wl•ta.• ID your career. I remain 

Sincerely, 

DANIEL JEREMY SIL VER 
D&S:rvf 



June 16. 1967 

Mr. Fred Yenkln 
Ea•t FUtb Avenue at Leonard 
Columbu.•• Oblo 43219 

Dear Mr. YenkiD: 

A number of u• bave met wttb Senator Lau•cbe and I 
am •ur• there wW be much need for funher meetma•• 
Hi• po•ltloa l• Yarlecl ancl I• not at all clear. TboN 
of you wbo clld ... blm ID Waabu&atoa, I am •ure, thanked 
blm per•onally and, for ti. momen~ frankly, I think tbat 
l• quite aufflclent. Bracbmaa l• a fine youna man aad I 
Jmow tile next time I •H him I wW tbank blm la your 
behalf. Keep up tba prea■ure. Tbe need l• now for a 
complete re-•Yaluadoa of tbe American foretan policy 
in tbe MlclcDe Ea■t. It woalcl ■eem tbe very time for 
the State Department to relieYe itaelf of ita bad bablt of 
demanclin1 conce■■iOD■ by l■rael. 

Sincerely. 

DANIEL JJ:BEMY SILVER 
D.1S:nf 
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ALEXANDER MINTZ 

PRESIDENT 

Dear Leo: 

June 16, 1967 

• This morning received a telegram signed by you and others 
regarding an emergency meeting on Tuesday, June 20, 1967, being 
called by the Jewish Community Federation. 

Several years ago, for reasons which I consider important, 
I stopped giving to Jewish charities through the Jewish Community 
Federation. I have, of course, carefully maintained my contribu
tions but have done so direct. 

The same course of action has been followed by me in con-· 
nection with the current Israeli situation. In addition ,to pur
chasing several thousand dollars in Bonds within the past month, 
I have paid in advance a pledge to the American Friends of the 
Hebrew University o_f several thousand dollars and have this morn
ing sent a check to Rabbi Silver payable to the United Jewish 
Appeal. 

I have bought Israeli Bonds every year since the begin
ning of the program and each year have given in gradually in
creasing amounts to worthy Jewish charities. 

Since the practices and policies of the Jewish Community 
Federation, which I do not approve of, continue to exist, I am 
unable as a matter of conscience to make my contributions through 
this organization. 

Kindest personal regards. 

Mr. Leo J. Schultz 
L. J Schultz & Co. 
Union Commerce Building 
Cleveland, Ohio 44115 

bee: Rabbi Daniel J. Silver/ 

I , 
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1750 EUCLID AVENUE CLEVE 
• LAND, OHIO 44115 • PHONE (216) 861--4360 

Rabbi Daniel J. Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dea~ Rabbi: 

June 16, 1967 

Park 

Here are the facts in regard to the issue you raise in your letter 
of June 15. Sanford Markey, our Public Relations Director, came 
to .me several days ago to say that Allen Douglas, who runs a contro
versial open ended radio show late at night, had determined on a 
"debate1• on the Mid-East situation a.nd requested that Sandy furnish 
two speakers to represent the Israeli point of view. ' I expressed 
strong objections, for all the reasons very well known .to you that 
I do not have to repeat~here. 

Sandy informed me that under any circumstances, Douglas was ·going 
ahead with his show, that he had pointed out all the objections in 
the procedure as he had outlined it, but that if we did not furnish 

.spokesmen, there was no doubt at all that Douglas could §et two 
Jews from one place or another to represent "a viewpoint. Time was 
of the essence, since the show was going on within 24 hours Md, all 
things considered, it seemed better in this particular case, despite 
all the reservations that we recognize; to furnish qualified spokes
men rather than the type that would otherwise appear. Therefore, 
Bennet Kleinman and Billy Goldfarb appeared on the show, with results 
that were unhappy, but would have been even more unhappy with other 
kinds of spokesmen. 

There is absolutely no difference of opinion between us as to the 
dangers of engaging in debate, and we will never do so of our own 
choice. I very much hope it will be possible to quash any program of 
this kind in the future, but I think the conditions require sufficient 

flexibility so that we must judge each issue as it arises. I might 
add that the CRC as such was not involved in this procedure at all, and 

would undoubtedly take the . same stand that we both agree is proper -

not to engage in debate if that is achievable. 

Best regards. 

. IS ney z. incent 
President DAVID N . MYHS Vice-Presidents MAU .. IClt SALTZMAN ke9.~.X~RDitLLAC.+._n'r'EUH"'f'T Tr•as 

,'TJ. ~ "'fif'IE ,. ,._ UTer ll'IYING I, 9TONE 
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ALEXANDER MINTZ 

PRESIDENT 

June 16, 1967 

Dear Rabbi: 

Enclosed is my check payable to the United 
Jewish Appeal in the amount of $5,000. 

The card you sent me is a solicitation from the 
Jewish Welfare Fund. Several years ago, for reasons which 
I consider valid and important, I stopped giving to Jewish 
charities through the Welfare Fund. I have scrupulously 
maintained the level of my giving, but have done so directly 
to the proper recipients. 

Since the Jewish Welfare Fund is on notice that 
I will make no contributions to them, I cannot understand 
why they carry an account number for me on their books 
and records. 

The ways of bureaucracies are strange, indeed. 

Kindest regards. 

Rabbi Daniel J. Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Alexander Mintz 
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Mr. Alexander Mlnts 
Shaker Savina• Aa■oclation 
Shaker Heisitw, Ohio 

Dear Mr. Mlnt&: 

Jane 19, 1967 

In the abaence of Rabbi Silver, ho 1• attendin1 a convention of the Central Conference of American Rabbi■, I am gratefully acknowled1ln1 your mo•t kind and 1eneroaa contrlbatlon to the United Je•l•b Appeal. 

Rabbi Silver wlll be ln touch wlth JOG apon bl■ return from Lo■ An1ele■ . 

MGM:m1m 

Sincerely, 

Mar1arlte G. Mihok 
Secretary to Rabbi Sliver 
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THE MICHa.SON CLUB 
3403 Euclid Hts Blvd 

Cleveland Hts, Ohio 44118 

Maroira Stemfeld 
President 

June 20, 1967 

Zelmar Barson 
Vice-President 

Rudolph Greenwald 
Treasurer 

Lionel Levinson 
Co"esponding Secreta,y 

Josepb Etzl&in 
Recordin1 S•cNt11,y 

Arthur Nttss 
Membership Chairman 

Milton Gross 
Counselor 

I •• 
I• • .. '. 

Rabbi D.I. Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle & Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Subject: Engineering ¥anpower for Israel 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

In reference to the various short conversation we had concern
ing the above subject, we are presenting to you the following 
memo. 

We understand during the present surge of emotions and good will 
it is extremely difficult to suggest what kind of help the State 
of Israel really needs from this Jewish Community. However, 
things are beginning to slowly settle and a realistic appraisale 
of the situation seems possible. 

All indications point today toward the fact that Israel will be 
forced to maintain in a mobilized state at least part of her 
military reserves for the forseeable future. It is conceivable 
that this situation will create serious voids in Israels indust
rial manpower. We cannot estimate how much this will be true 
for skilled professions and in particular for engineers, but we 
are sure that skilled professionals can never be replaced by un
trained people. 

We also believe it will be very doubtful if Israeli officials 
will make requests for skilled manpower from the American Jewish 
Community. Similar requests have met with little response dur
ing the past years unless, for Israeli standards, exhorbitant 
salaries were offered to American Jewish engineers who had 
neither the means nor the will to except employment in Israel. 

.. j . • 

1 i I ' ., 

,___-



Marvin Stemfeld 
President 

Zelma, Bar.son 
Vice-P,e.sidtmt 

Rudolph Greenwald 
Treasurer 

Lionel Levinson 
Corresponding Sec,~ta,y 

Joseph Etzlcin 
R•cording ·s•cr•tary 

Arthur Ness 
Member.ship Chairman 

Milton Gross 
Counselor 

Rabbi D.I. Silver 

THE MICHELSON CLUB 
3403 Euclid Hts Blvd 

Cleveland Hts, Ohio 44118 

(2) June 20, 1967 

However, the seriousness of the present situation in the middle 
east has changed the attitudes of some people and the Michelson 
Club as an organized group is willing to make a sacrifice if it 
is required. 

We therefore urge the emergency committee to contact and inform 
the responsible Israeli agency of this available manpower. The 
local "COMOl'' representative is obviously not the proper authority 
in this matter. 

Please advise what steps have been taken to pass this suggestion 
to the interested Israeli authorities. 

Very sincerely, 

MICHELSON CLUB EMERGENCY CO~iITTEE 



FEDERATIONS AND WELFARE FUNDS, INC. 
NATIONAL OF'F'ICE: 3111 ,-ARK AVENUE SOUTH, NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10010 

June 21, 1967 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple University Circle at 

Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan i e 1 : 

TELEPHONE: AREA CODE 212, 873-8200 

PRESIDENT 
LOUIS .J. FOX, BALTIMORE 

VICE-PRESIDENTS 
DR. MAX W. BAY, LOS ANGELES 
MAX M. FISHER, DETROIT 
.JOSEPH L. GIDWITZ, CHICAGO 
ALAN V. LOWENSTEIN, NEWARK 
EDWIN ~OSENBERG, NEW YORK 
CECIL USHER, MONTREAL 
.JUDGE NOCHEM S. WINNET, PHILADELPHIA 

SECRETARY 
MRS . .JOSEPH COHEN, NEW ORLEANS 

TREASURER 
CARLOS L. ISRAELS, NEW YORK 

ASSISTANT TREASURER 
BEN.JAMIN LAZRUS, NEW YORK 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
ftHILIP BERNSTEIN 

After receiving your letter of June 15, I called but found that 
you were at the CCAR Conference. After talking with you last week, I 
spoke to Ted Comet about volunteer service. I also discussed it with . 
Nachum Shamir, who is the key liaison person of the Israel Government. 
Both · told me that all questions of volunteer service in Israel were 
being centered in the American Zionist Youth Foundation which is 
directed by Comet. We included that information in the enclosed bulletin. 

I told him of your suggestion regarding a small expert group 
going to Israel to assess the needs for volunteer service, particularly 
related to how Americans might be most helpful. I told him, too, of your 
own readiness to serve in that way. He is exploring that, and will keep 
me informed. 

On · the whole, however, he confirmed the previous information 
we had that the need for short term volunteers has been met, and Israel's 
concern now is with persons in specialized fields who can serve for at 
least a year. 

\ ,, 
You note from the enclosed bulletin that close to 7,500 people 

are registered for volunteer service with specific information regarding 
them. 

Overall, my impression Is that this is being handled in an 
orderly way, and with a good deal of competence at this end at least. 

With warmest regards, 

:!J]@J'Jneral assembly 

cc: Henry L. Zucker 

As always, 

PHILIP BERNSTEIN 
Executive Director 
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RICAN ISRAEL PUBLIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 

COLORADO BUILDING • 1341 G STREET, N.W. • WASHINGTON. D. C. 2000!5 • 638-22!58 

CHAIRMAN 
Rabbi Philip S. Bernstein, Rochester 

TREASURER 
Louis C. Grossber1, Washin1ton 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Jacob M. Arvey, Chica10 
Charles Bick, Forest Hills 
Morris Brandwine, Detroit 
Calvin W. Breit, Norfolk 
Howard B. Brin, Minneapolis 
Millard M. Cummins, Columbus 
Moses P. Epstein, New York 

I 
Irving Jay Fain, Providence 
Rabbi Israel E. Friedman, Reio Park 
Arnold R. Ginsbur1, Philadelphia 
Robert B. Golder, Philadelphia 
Aaron Goldman, Washin,ton 
Paul L. Goldman, Brooklyn 
Morton S. Grossman, Brookline 
Mrs. Samuel W. Halprin, New York 
Mrs. Alexander Hassan, Washin1ton 
Carl Henry, New York 
Mrs. Mortimer Jacobson, Bronx 
Jacob Katzman, New York 
Mrs. Rose B. Kaufman, New York 
Philip M. Klutznick, Chica10 
Robert S. Lauter, San Francisco 
Mrs. Aaron Leifer, Brooklyn 
Rabbi Arthur J. Lelyveld, Cleveland 
Mrs. Max M. Matzkin, Waterbury 
David S. Meyer, New York 
Joseph Meyerhoff, Baltimore 
Rabbi Israel Miller, New York 
Victor Packman, St. Louis 
Jack S. Popick, Miami Beach 
Mrs. Adolf C. Robison, West En1lewood 
Mrs. Arthur G. Rosenbluth, Hewlett 
Nathaniel s. Rothenber1, New York 
Samuel Rothstein, New York 
Howard J. Samuels, Canandaigua 
Lawrence Schacht, Hillside 
Dr. Joseph B. Schechtman, Jamaica 
Avraham Schenker, Brooklyn 
Josselyn M. Shore, Great Neck 
Miss Marie Syrkin, New York 
Harry Torczyner, New York 
Samuel Ungerleider, Jr., Larchmont 
Ralph Wechsler, Essex Fells 
Lewis H. Weinstein, Boston 
Dr. William A. Wexler, Savannah 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
I. L. Kenen, Alexandria 

June 21, 1967 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

Here is the list of people whom we have 
invited to attend the June 28 dinner meeting at 
the Mayflower Hotel. 

If there are additions, I will send them 
on. 

With best regards, 

Rabbi Daniel J. Silver 
The Temple 

Cleveland, Ohio 

Sincerely, 

"THE COMMITTEE CONDUCTS PUBLIC ACTION, BEARING UPON RELATIONS WITH 
GOVERNMENTAL AUTHORITIES, WITH A VIEW TO MAINTAINING AND IMPROVING 
FRIENDSHIP ANO GOOD WILL BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND ISRAEL.• 







'<iLlr~ 'm~tttµl~ 
UNIVERSITY CIRCLE AT SILVER PARK 

CLEVELAND, OHIO 44109 

LAWRENCE A. frORMAN 
ASSISTANT RABBI 

MORTON H. POMERANTZ 
ASSISTANT RABBI 

Mr. Arthur Weyne 
Cleveland Jewish News 
Zl08 Payne Avenue 
Cleveland, Ohio 44114 

Dear Arthur: 

TELEPHONE : 7el ·7758 

DANIEL .JEREMY SILVER 
RABBI 

June Z7, 1967 

LEO S, BAMBERGER 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

I propose to call this column Israel And The World. 
The first article is enclosed. It runs somewhat longer 
than I had anticipated bu1the issue is a complex one. 

I propose in the next few weeks to discuss those 
issues about which qu.estions are being asked. I hope 
in this way we can make a small contribution towards 
keeping a positive climate of opinion. 

Next week I s article will deal with The Vatican and 
Jerusalem. 

With all good wishes, I remain, 

DJS:mgm 
Encls. 

Sincerely yours, 

., 

f. 

1· 
I. 
I 



Mr. Alexander Mlnt• 
Shaker Savln1• Company 
Shaker Hel1hta, Ohlo 

Dear Alex: 

Jane Z3, 1967 

I had your moat gener011a check malled to the 
l■ rael Emer1ency Fand and I am •are that they wlll 
acknowledge it directly. 

The■e are ten■e and tryln1 day• but the 
ln•tlnctlve anderatandin1 of larael '• ca■e ha• been 
heart-warming. 

Slncerely, 

DJS:m1m Daniel Jeremy Sllver 



June.)), 1967 

Ur. I. L. lenen 
American-Israel Political Attaira Caw:lttee 
1341 o. street, 1. •• 
aabingtoa, D. c. 2000S 

Dear 5'71 

I trust the edneaday night aeeting went well. 

on the CJall.agher matter both Taft and Bolton have been and are 
being contacted. ore later. 

Wl\,, oh why, baa Eben been double talking about tba Jeruaalea 
problem? 

I aa enclosing another check tor you. llore ia on the way. 

leep well. 

DJS1abb 
encl. 

Sincereq, 

Daniel Jere,q SilTer 



/rt>m Report American Israel Public Affairs Committe,. 
COLORADO BUILDING • 1341 G ST., N.W., SUITE 720 • WASH., D. C. 20005 

I. L K ... n 

lxNlflm Director 

SO FAR IN THE FIRST SIX MONTHS OF 1967 

Many national leaders responded generously with time and effort to our appeal for funds during the last month. 

* 
Appropriately, top support came from Rochester, home of our Chairman, 

Rabbi Philip S. Bernstein, who was joined by Howard J. Samuels in a campaign that brought in more than $12,000. 

Here in the Capital, Rabbi Stanley Rabinowitz assumed the chairmanship of AIPAC's Washington committee. With the help of Mrs. Alexander Hassan, Mrs. Raphael Tourover and Aaron Goldman, Rabbi Rabinowitz brought Washington's support to a record $10,000. 

Another city which exceeded the $10,000 mark was Boston, with Aaron J. Bronstein, Morton S. Grossman and Justin L. Wyner in the forefront. 

In New York City, a luncheon celebrating Rabbi Bernstein's 65th year was turned into a demonstration of support for Israel and AIPAC through the 
efforts of Mrs. Rose Berkenblit, Mel Dubin, Carl Henry, Mr. and Mrs. Reuben 
Isaacson, Mrs. Mortimer Jacobson, Howard J. Samuels, Lawrence Schacht, 
Josselyn M. Shore and David Zucker, who helped raise more than $26,000 for that affair. 

In Cleveland, Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver was joined by Rabbi Arthur J. 
Lelyveld, Edward Ginsberg and Irving Kane in an effort which raised Cleveland's support to $6,500. Rabbi Silver also came to Washington several times to help our political work. 

Detroit topped the $6,000 mark through the continuing efforts of 
Morris Brandwine. 

The Robert Lauters raised funds in San Francisco and initiated a local drive to combat adverse propaganda. They sponsored a community-wide meeting 
for AIPAC. 

Charles E. Schwartz of Akron advanced his annual surnmet" campaign, which 
has topped its previous peak every year since 1955. 

James Ross, with a large personal contribution, and Oscar H. Altshuler of Youngstown brought their city to a new high, 33i above the previous peak. 

Dr. Harry Schnur of Stamford became AIPAC's largest contributor. 

Utica was outstanding. Martin Abelove more than tripled Utica's past record with a drive raising $5,000 in a city with a modest Jewish population of 3,700. The idea for the Near East Report came out of Utica just ten years 
ago. 

(aee next page) 
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Raymond Buch and Mrs. Sidney G. Handler have doubled Harrisburg's old 
record and continue to solicit funds. 

Benjamin Roe elicited widespread community support in Salt Lake City, 
raising three times the amount of any previous campaign. 

Mrs. Henry Goldman of Jersey City revived that area's fundraising. 

Will Shocket advanced Richmond's fundraising effort. 

Robert B. Golder of Philadelphia has already raised more than in 1966 -
a peak year for his community. 

Bert Liss, new national committee member from South Bend, has passed 
last year's mark in his area. 

* 

We are hoping to hear from the following communities in the weeks ahead: 

Atlantic City, Baltimore, Buffalo, Chicago, Cincinnati, Columbus, Dallas, 

Dayton, Houston, Indianapolis, Kansas City, Las Vegas, Los Angeles, Manchester, 

Miami, Milwaukee, Minneapolis, Nashville, Newark, Peoria, Phoenix, Pittsburgh, 

Portland, Providence, St. Louis, Schenectady, Seattle, Springfield, Toledo, 

Vineland. 

.I 
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tatement by President 
Sptf"lal to Tht New York '.I'lmrs 

lV ASHINGTON, !If ay 23-Following is the text of ~ 
statement 011. the Mideast made by President Johnson at th, 
_lVhitc House today: • 

In recent days, tension has 
again arisen along the armis
tice lines between Israel and 
the Arab states. The situa
tion there is a matter of grave 
concern to the whole inter
national community . . 

We earnestly support all 
~ 1 efforts, in and outside the 

United Nations and through 
its appropriate organs, in
cluding the Secretary Gener-

\ al, to reduce tensions and to 
/ restore -stability. The Secre-

- · tary General has gone to the 
Near East on his mission of 
peace with the hopes . and ' 
prayers of men of good will 
everywhere. 

The Near East links three 
continents. The birthplace of 
civilization and of three of the . 

. world's great religions, it is 
the home of some 60 million 
people; and the crossroads 
between East and West. 

The· world community has a• 
vital interest ln peace and 
stability . in the Near East, 

~ . one that has been e~pressed 
• primarily through continuing 

United Nations action and as
sistance 6ver the past . 20 

t years. . 
The United States, as a 

member o( the United Na-. -
- tions, and as a nation dedi- >-, 

\ cated to a ·world order based 

J on law and mutual respect. 
~ has actively supportecj ef

forts to • maintain peace in • 
the Near East. •• 

The danger, and it is a 
. grave danger, lies in some 

miscalculation arising from 
a misunderstanding of the • 
intentions · and actions ot 
others. 

. brought a new and grave di
mension to tlie c risis. The 
United States considers the 
gulf to be an international 
waterw~y and feels that a: 
blockade of Israeli shipping 
is illegal and potentially dis◄ 
astrous to the cause of peace3 
The right of free, innocent 
passage of the international 
waterway is a vital interest 
of the international commun
ity. 

, . 

• 

S Elements of Danger 
The Government of the 

United States is qeeply con
cerned, in particular, with 
three potentially explosive 
aspects of the present 
confrontation. 

First, we regret that the 
general armistice agreemen~ 
have failed to prevent war
like acts from the territory 
of one against another gov
ernment, or against civilians, 
or territory, under control of 

1 another government. 
Second, we are dismayed 

at the hurried withdrawal of 
the United Nations Emer
gency Force from Gaza and 
Sinai after more than· 10 ' 
years of steadfast and eff ec
tive service in keeping the 
peace, without action by 
either the General As!S.embly 
or the Security Council. We 
continue to regard the pres~ 
ence of the United Nations 
in the area as a matter of • 
fundamental. importance and 
shall support its continuance 
with all possible vigor. 

Third, we deplore the recent 
build-up of military forces 
and believe it a matter of 
urgent importance to reduce 
troop concentrations. The 
status of sensitive areas, as 

• the Secretary General empha
sized in his report to the 
Security Council, such as the 

' Gaza Strip and Gulf of Aqaba, 
is a particularly important 
aspect of the situation. 

; In this connection, I want 
to aad that the purported 1 closing of the Gulf of Aqab& 

t to Israeli shipping has 

U. s. Seeking Clarification 
The• Government of the 

United States is Se€king 
clarification on this point. We 
have urged Secretary General 
Thant to recognize ' the sensi
tivity of the Aqaba question 
and to give it the highest 
priority ' in his discussions in 
Cairo. 

, To the _leaders of all the na
tions of the Near East, I wish '. 
to say what three Presidents 
have said before-that the 

, United States is firmly com
mitted to the support of the 
political independence and ter
ritorial integrity of all the 
nations of the area. • 

The United States strongly 
opposes aggression by anyone 
in the area, in any form, overt 
or clandestine. This has been 
the ·policy of the_ United 
States led by four Presi
dents - President Truman, 
P resident E isenhower, Presi-. 
dent Kennedy, and myself- as 
well as the policy of both of 
our political parties. The rec
ord of the actions of the 
United States over the past 

. 20 years, within and outside 
the United Nations, is very 
cJear on this _point. 

- .. 

\\'ants Friendship \\ Ith All 
The United States has con

sistently sought to have good 
relations with all the states 
of the N~ar East. Regret
tably, this has not alw3:ys 
been possible, but we · are con
vinced that our differences 
with individual states of the 
area and their differences 
with each other must be 
worked out peacefully and in 
acccrrdance with accepted in
ternational practice. 

We have always opposed
and we oppose in other parts 
of the world at this moment 

· -the efforts of other nations · 
to resolve their problems with 
their neighbors by aggression •. 
We shall continue to do so._ 
And we appeal to all other 
peace-loving nations to do 
likewise. ; . 

We call upon all concerned 
to observe in a spirit of re
straint their solemn responsi
bilities under the Charter of 
the United Nations and the 
~eneral armistice agreements. 
These provide an honorable 
means of preventing hostili
ties until, through tbe efforts 
of the international commu
r-ity, a peace with justice and 
honor can be achieved. . 

I have been in close con- . 
ta ct and will in the days 
a.head with Ambassador Gold· 
berg at the United Nations, 
where we are pursul11g the 
matter with great vigor, and 
hope the Security·Council can 
act effectively. 

i 
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Text~. of Soviet's Statement '. 

• • °Folloicing is the text of the Soviet G<?-i;erwment's sta~e
nent yesterday on the situation in the l'r!iddle East, as dis-. 
:ributed in English by Tass, the Soviet press agency: 

A situation giving rise to 
anxiety from the viewpoint ~f 
the interests of peace and ~
'ternationa1 security has been . 
taking shape in the Near East 
in recent weeks. 

After the armed attack by 
Israeli forces on the territory 
of the Syrian Arab Republic 
on April 7 of this year, Israel's 
ruling circles continued ag
gravating the atmosphere of 
military psychosis in this 
country. 

Leading statesmen, includ
ina Foreign Minister Eban, , 
op~nly called for large-scale 
Israeli . "punitive" operati~ns 
again.--t Sy:•ia and the strik
ing of "a decisive blow" upon 
her. 

The def cnsc and foreign 
policy committees of the 
Knesset (Pa.rliamcnt) on May 
9 granted • the Government 
powers for military opera
tions against Syria. Israeli 
troops moved to the frontiers 
of Syria were alerted. Mo
bilization was proclaimed in 
the country. . 

Encouragemeni Seen 
It is quite clear that Israel 

could not act in this way if 
not for the direct and indirect 
encouragement it had for its 
position from certain impe •. 
rialist circles which seek to 
bring back colonial oppres
sion to Arab lands. 

These circles regard Israel 
in the present conditions as 

' the main force against Arab 
countries, whirh pursue an in• 
dependent n!ltional policr and 
resist pr·•~u·e from 1mpc
ti:-\lism .. 

Israeli extremists appc1r• 
cntly hoped to take Syria by 
surprise and deal a blow at 
it single-handed. But · they 
miscalculated. Showing soli
darity with the courageous 
struggle of the Syrian people 
who are upholding their in• 
dependence and sovereign 
ri~hts, the Arab states-the 
United Arab Republic, Iraq, 
Algeria, Yemen, Lebanon, Ku• 
wait, Sudan and Jordan-de
clared their determination to 
helr> Svria in the- event of an 
attack· by Israel. 

U.N.' Forces ReeaUed 
The United Arab Republic, 

honorin~ its allied commit- . 
;I mcnts for joint defense with 

S~•ria, took steps to contain 
t11e aggression. 

Considering that the of 
presence of United Nations 
troops in the Gaza area and 

1 the Sinai Peninsula would 
i" give Israel in this situation 

advantages for staging a mm-
tary provocation against Arab 
countries, the U.A.R. Govern• 
ment asked the United Na
tions to pull out its troops 
from this area. 

• A number of Arab · states 
voiced their readiness to place 
their armed forces at the dis
posal of the Joint Arab 

--

!, 

YoRJ<. 

Command to repel ~sraeli ag
gression. 

As is known, the Soviet 
Government warned the Gov• 
ernment of Israel in connec
tion with the April 7 armed 
provocation, that it will bear 
the responsibility for the con•: 
sequences of its aggressive 
policy. It appears that a, 
reasonable approach has not 
yet triumphed in Tel Aviv. As 
a result, Israel is again to 
blame for a dangerous aggra• 
vation of tension in the Near 
East. 

Colo1\ial Ahn Charged 
The question arises: What 

interests docs the State of 
Israel serve by pursuing such 
a policy? If they calculate in 
Tel Aviv that it will play the 
role of a colonial overseer oJ 
the imperialist powers over 
the peoples of the Arab East 
there is no need to prove the 
groundlessness of such calcu• 
lations in this age when the 
peoples of whole continenu 
have shaken off the fetters of 
colonial oppression and are 
now building an independent 
life. 

For decades the Soviet 
Union has been giving all-

' round assistatnce to the peo
ples of Arab countries in their 
just struggle for national lib
eration against colonialism 
and for the advancement of 
their economy. , 

But let no one 'have any 
doubts about the fact that 
should anyone try to unleash 
aggression in the Near East, 
he would be met not only 
with the united strength of 
Arab countries but also with 
strong opposition to agg~s
::-ion from the Soviet Union 
and all peace-loving st~.tes. 

\ 

I 

. ' · 
Oil l\lonopolies Accused 

It is the firm belief of the 
Soviet Government that tb__e 
peoples have no interest in 
kindling a military conflict in 
,the Middle East. It •ls only & 
handful of colonial oil mo
nopolies and their hangers-on 
who can be interested in such 
a conflict. It is only U1e forces 
of imperialism, with Isra!l 
fallowing in the wake ot their 
policy, that can be in~erested 
in it. 

The Soviet Government. 
keeps a close watch on the 
developments in the Near 
'Ea c:;t. It proceeds from the 
fact that the maintenance of 
peace and security in the area 
directly adjacent t othe So
viet borders meets the vital 
interests of the Soviet peo-
ples. · 

\Vith due account taken of 
•the situation, the Soviet Union 
is doing and will continue to 
do everything in its power t~ 
prevent a violation of peace 
and security in the Near East 
and safeguard the legitimate 
rights of the peoples. 1 
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• The government of the United States is seeking clarification on this· 
point. We have urged Secretary General Thant to recognize the sensi
tivity of the Aqaba question ··and to give it the highest priority in his 
discussions in Cairo. 

To t.he leaders of all the nations of the Near East, I wish to say wha.t 
three Presidents have sa.id before-that the United States is firmly 
committed to the support of the political independence and territorial 
integrity of all the nations of the area. The United States strongly 
opposes aggression by anyone in the area, in any form, overt or clan
destine. This has 'beeri the policy of the United States led by four Pres
idents-President ·Truman, President Eisenhower, President Kennedy, 
arid myself-as well as the policy of both of our political parties. The 

,. -"' record of the actions of the United States over the past twenty years, 
within and outside the United Nations, is very clear on this point. 

The United States has consistently sought to have good relations 
with all the states of the Near East. Regrettably this has not always 
been possible, but we are convinced that our differences with individual 
states of the area. and their differences with each other must be worked 
out peacefully and in aecordance with accepted international practice. 

We have always opposed-and we-oppose in other parts of the world 
at this moment-the eft'orts of other nations to resolve their problems 
with their neighbors by aggression. We shall continue to do so. And we 
,appeal to all other peace-loving nations to do likewise. 

We call upon all concerned to observ,e. in .a spirit of restraint their 
solemn responsibilities under the Charter of the United Nations and 
the General Armistice agreements. These provide an honorable means 
of preve~ting hostiliti~ U!)-tili through the efforts of t~e international 
community, a pea.ce with Just1~ an4 h~nor can be achieve~. 

I have been 1n close contact and will 1n the da.ys ahead with Ambas
sador Goldberg at the United Nations, where we are pursuing the 
matter with great vigor, and · hope the Security Council can act 
effectively. • . . . . . . . . , 

• I .. 
The White House , • • • 

May23,1967 
' 'f. 
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June 12, 1967 

I • 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy_ Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Qhio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

In reply to your recent letter, I want you to know 
.that I made the following statement with respect to 
:· the Middle East crisis: 

The American people will never countenance 
an attack on Israel. This brave country . 
i~ Demo~racy's showcase in the Middle East. 
Our defense·of Israel is not an obligation 
of treaty, pact, or contract. It is an 
obligation of consci.ence. Our commitment 
ig to f~I?~ men ann the gt:'uernment forms 
which dignify this effort. It is our 

· con~truct· itment to all mankind. 

CAV:lw 

rely yours, 

,. Charles A. Vanik 
.em~or of Congress 

' 

• 

• 
COMMITTEE ON: 

WAYS AND MEANS 

CLEVELAND Ol'"l'"ICE: 

10~ FEDERAL BUILDING 

CLEVELAND, OHIO 
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.. 

• 

June 15, 1967 

The Honorable Charles A. Vanik 
2463 Rayburn Building 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

My dear Congressman: 

.. ., 

You have been most helpful in recent weeks and I 
am sure that you recognize the many concerns which 
we still have with our foreign policy in the Near Eaat. 
It should be reoriented from the shabby and hollow 
practices of the last decade. 

With all good wiahea and many thanks, I remain 

Sincerely, 

DANIEL JEREMY SILVER 
DJS:rvf 

tEON: 
MEANS 

Ol"P'ICl:1 

BUILDING 
>,OHIO 
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July 5, 1967 
Dear Friends 

Much has happened since our last letter to you concerning 
the establishment of the Cleveland Zionist Emergency 
Council. Your letters and telegrams to President Johnson 
and others voiced your concern for Israel's safety and the 
need for a finn stand on the part of our government. 
Rabbi Silver and I joined many community leaders who 
went to Washington to talk with our Senators and Congress
men, urging them to use their influence in bringing about 
a long-range stable settlement in the Middle F,ast. The 
Zionist Youth Council and others joined a z.o.A. bus 
caravan which went to Washington to attend the mass rally 
held outside the White House on June 8th. Many of our 
members visited their Senators and Congressmen and dis
cussed with them the urgent need for firm action in the 
Middle East. 

Sharing your opinion with your Representative and Senators 
continues to be an important pa.rt of our work for many 
months to come. Letters to the President should commend 
him for what he has done so far and remind him of the 
encouragement given Administration policy through recent 
congressional support which overwhelmingly opposed any 
call for withdrawl by Israel until other conditions con
cerning a peace settlement can be met. 

Write ·to Mrs. Frances Bolton, a member of the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee, urging her to support the 
Gallagher Amendment, BEFORE JULY 12th. This Amendment 
would grant Foreign Aid only to those nations who have 
not broken diplomatic relations with the u.s. Ask 
Mrs. Bolton to support the President's program in the 
Middle East and urge her not to grant Foreign Aid to 
those States cooperating with the Soviet Union. 

We must all continue to keep ourselves fully informed of 
the issues at stake, so that we can share this knowledge 
with our friends and associates. 

Sincerely, 

)Gi~bert sa'Vransky~, -P--r_e __ s~.~ 

"Service to American Jewry and Israel throu1h Zionism" 
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July 6, 1967 

Mr. Phlllp Bernstein 
Councll of Jewish Federations 
and Welfare Fubds, Inc. 
315 Park Avenue South 
Corner East 24th Street 
New York, New York 10010 

Dear Pbll: 

I am planning to be ln Israel, lf all goes well, from 
the 23rd of thls month through the 6th of August. There 
are a number of thlngs I m•.ist do ln connection wltb our 
archeologlcal exhibit for next s-prlng and I have the normal 
lnqulsltiveness that you might expect. I thought I would 
talk a bit with the University people, Davls, Hermann, etc. 
on ·our report. Is there anyone else you would wish me to 
talk, to Lo thls matter? I know that over the years you 
.have made good and interesting friends ln Israel and I 
would be delighted wltb any h~lp you can glve me ln my 
fact-flndlng and ln opening doors for vl■ lta to the newly
conquered areas etc. 

Everyone here ls well. Mother la preparing for her 
trlp to Scandlnavla and the summer le flying by. 

As always, 

DJS:mgm 
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DRAFT 

Peace is the basic requirement of civilization. Over 19 years the 

unremitting determination of certain Arab states to destroy the sovereignty 

of Israel has delayed the establishment of peace in the Middle East. Israel 

is the creation of the nations of the world. Born out of the carnage of the 

Second World War it provided new hope for the Jewish people in their ancient 

homeland. The world has watched with pride the growth of Israel - its freedom 

and democracy. 

True to its founding tradition the United States was the fi!i"st nation 

in the world to recognize Israel and close ties of friendship and common 

purpose have bound our beloved democracy and Israel. Conscious of the need 

to exert a restraining hand against those who unwisely cry vengeance, the 

United States committed itself to the inviolibility of all borders in the Middle 

\ 

East. Determined to preserve the basic principles of international law the 

country properly undertook to defend the principle of free passage, through 

international waters. 
again 

Recent acts of terrorism and of military build up have/ raised the spector 
• 1 

of war 4'Wil-hn in the Middle East. · Supported b y the Soviet Union, which has 

served its own economic and political purposes by encouraging Arab dreams 

of conquest and by providing their armies with modern weapon~the United 

Arab Republic and its allies threaten to close the straits of Tiran and per-

petrate acts of terrorism against Israel, which can-:r,rery easily precipitate war. I. 

As Americans committed to the principles of peace, freedom and respect of 

national sovereignty we deplore this aggressiveness and we commend the 

President of the United States for re-stating our commitments and for re-empha

sizing the principles of justip..e on which they ·fl.re baaed. 

; , 
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We recognize the burden of these commitments but it is our firm 

belief that aggression must be nipped in the bud and that the basic principle 

of world order must be sustained at all costs. 

• 
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ISRAEL IN THE WORLD 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

.. . ' . 
••••• • j 

Can Jews and Arabs live side by side? The Arab propaganda machine says 

"no." The Jew, according to their controlled press, is a foreign body in an 

Arab sea, a dark and indissoluable oil slick which will be tossed about until it 

is finally cast out onto the shore. Arab Chief's of State insist that coexistence 

is impossible and to prove their point they have created a iey-th which they leble 

the Arab Nation. Presumedly' this Arab Nation, that is the Mid-East, cannot 

permit any non-Arab state within its boundaries. 

The Mid-East is not wholly Arab and it never was. Ethnically, only Jorden 

end Saudi-Arabia are Arab States. Egypt, Syria, Iraq, Lebanon are polyglot nations 
IE. ""' t 1 e /:.tlD C..,.ff U C...11S t I'. "',J 

in which Arab and Aryan, Muslim and Christian mingle more or less easily. As many 
I\ 

Israeli as Lebanese speak Arabic. An Arab ethnic monopoly over the eree is e 

recent pretension. In 1919 Emir Faisal wrote to Felix Frankfurter: "We will do 

our best to wish the Jews a most hearty welcome home." 

There is ::·no essential teaching in .the Muslim faith which sets up a restricted 

global subdivision labeled an Arab nation. There are non-Muslim Arabs end Muslim 

·non-Arabs. Large segments of Egypt's population are Copt, that 1a Christian. The 

Conceit of' an Arab nation is an artfully contrived piece of' political propaganda, 

which, at one and the same time, rationalizes the ambitions · of' Arab leaders 

and permits these men to meet despite long standing f'euds. Twenty years ago 

Abdullah of Jordan used this conceit to Justify taking over that portion of Palestine 

whic~ had been partitioned as an Arab State. Nasser uses it today to create f'or 

himself a leadership role over rival Near Eastern rivals. Born of greed, 

I • 
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of ambition and fear of Western influence, Pan-Arabia feeds on ignorance, 

fear of the foreigner and dim memories of a long gone time when Mohammed's 

legions erupted out of Arabia and conquered most of the Mediterranean world. 

No one can deny the existential power of this passion. Yet, what man has 

created man can dismantle. Arab belligerancy is not inevitable . .. One of the 

most exciting sidelights of the recent mobilization and brief war was the enthusi

astic loyalty of Israel's 340,000 Arab citizens; Muslims, Druze, Christians 

and Circassians. A Druze delegation visited the Defense Ministray and refused 

to leave until orders had been issued that all Druze of military age would be 

recalled to the forces. In Arab Nazareth long lines cued up to give blood and 

the Mayor, Mussa Ketily, spoke earnestly of the Israeli-Arab and the Israeli-

Jew "sharing one country, one fate. 11 Money was sent to Mr. Eshkol from remote 

Arab villages and even from wandering Bedouin groups. Arab trade unionists went 

out to work in the settlements, volunteered their cars for mobilization, built 

shelters and trenches, and voluntarily held loyalty rallies. Despite the shrill 

summons of Radio Cairo to commit sabotage and create a fifth column, not a 

single disloyal act was reported. h pleased government summed it up in this way: 

"In our wildest dreams we had expected that organized .bodies, local and municipal 

councils, societies and unions might pledge their loyalty to Israel, but we certainly 

never thought that from a passive expression of solidarity, there would be an 

overnight switch over to a massive, active spontaneous and voluntary movement 

to manifest this loyalty by deeds - not by words only. 11 
.• 

A few weeks later this same spirit of neighborliness was evident in Jerusalem 

when Israel threw open the gates of the old city and Arab and Jew shared again 

their pa~trimony. In Katamon, which had been an Arab suburb twenty years ago, 

, . 
• 

I 1 
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Israelis entertained Arab guests who had once rented their apartment. The streets 

were filled with Arabs and Israelis looking up old friends and talking of new plans 

and new hopes. The Mayor of Bethlehem petitioned to have his city included in the 

new Jerusalem arrangements. Jerusalem possesses an educated Arab community -

' 
people of sufficient sophistication to hate war and see the possibilities inherent in 

peace. 

Arab hate of Israel and of the Jew is a carefully contribed political event. It 

was first systematically developed by the Mufti of Jerusalem, who in pre-World 

S w \<.~t /rz. V 
War II days was an ardent admirer of Hitler. It was carefully spread by tbs heA.!ai • 

f /tl//A-7l-
and Nasser• and Atassi to achieve their goals. It is routinely whipped up by Radio ,. 
Cairo. 

The war uncovered evidence of this continuing propaganda program. At Khan 

Yunis, in the Gaza Strip, troops found a third grade school room in which a wall 

mural showed a Zionist Jew with a huge hook nose being bayoneted by a handsome 

Arab soldier and another of a Zionist Jew ravishing an Arab woman in front of a 

horrified group of spectators. The arithmetic text for this class began with the 

problem, "If 10 Fayedeen crossed the border into Israel and killed ZO Zionists 

what is the average number of Jews killed by each Fa)!.G9een? 
> I j 

/5(l,t-1:'- ,., 
What man has created, man can discipline. J.\ecent experience reinforces 

A. 

~~ conviction that coexistence is possible. Arabs and Jews, given the opportunity, 

can cooperate for their mutual benefi~ ofmc\l _ That is why Israel insists on direct 

negotiations and why there is real hope in such meetings. 

I • •· 



STRAIGHT WASHINGTON 
By Stephen M. Young United States· Senator 

Washington. Israel earned the esteem of free men everywhere in defending itself 

against Arab aggression. Israel unaided won the victory. It must not now lose in peace 

what it was compelled to win in war. It must be guaranteed defensible borders. It 

must have freedom of navigation not only in the Gulf of Aqaba but in the Suez Canal 

as well. The Israeli must no longer be compelled to live in an intolerable state of 

siege. The Arab war on Israel will not end if the nations of the world again resort to 

evasive devices and diplomatic machinations. No longer can the free world be satisfied 

with temporary truces and armistices, which are flouted and forgotten. The international 

community must summon the Arab nations to recognize that Israel exists and must call 

for direct Arab-Israel peace negotiations leading to permanent peace. The folly of 
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By Stephen M. Young United States Senator 

Washington. Israel earned the esteem of free men everywhere in defending itself 

against Arab aggression. Israel unaided won the victory. It must not now lose in peace 

what it was compelled to win in war. It must be guaranteed defensible borders. It 

must have freedom of navigation not only in the Gulf of Aqaba but in the Suez Canal 

as well. The Israeli must no longer be compelled to live in an intolerable state of 

siege. The Arab war on Israel will not end if the nations of the world again resort to 

evasive devices and diplomatic machinations. No longer can the free world be satisfied 

with temporary truces and armistices, which are flouted and forgotten. The international 

community must summon the Arab nations to recognize that Israel exists and must call 

for direct Arab-Israel peace negotiations leading to permanent peace. The folly of 

continuing the arms race in the Middle East should be clear to leaders of all nations. 

The Soviet Union lost $2 billion of military hardware and warplanes which it gave the 

Arab nations. Likewise, much military equipment was furnished Jordan by the United 

States. This armaments race brought the world to the brink of total war. All nations 

which have supplied arms to this area should act together toward ending that flow of 

arms. Otherwise, in 10 or 15 years the world may again be plunged to the brink of 

war. Egypt and Israel both have the potential know-how, resources and ·wealth to 

produce nuclear weapons. It would have been tragic had either or both possessed 

such weapons during this war and in desperation used them. Our President must be 

supported to the utmost in his efforts to negotiate a non-proliferation treaty limiting 

the spread of nuclear weapons. The recent war has shown how important it is that 

this treaty be concluded and ratified by every nation which could conceivably become 

a nuclear power. Whether or not this is done will determine whether future generations 

will enjoy a peaceful world or continue to live in a grim period of international anarchy 

marked by periodic wars which could easily result in a third world war. Let us hope 

the world has learned well the lessons of the past few weeks. 

VIETNAM REPORT 

More than ten thousand American soldiers have been killed in combat in Vietnam. 



Two thousand one hundred have been killed or have died in truck accidents, helicopter 

collisions and from other causes. In the last 15 months more than 5,000 have been 

afflicted with malaria fever, bubonic plague and other tropical diseases. Some have 

died. More than 60,000 GI's have been wounded in co.rnbat. Coming close to home, 

more than 400 Ohioans have been killed in combat, nearly 3,000 wounded and more 

than 150 have died from other causes in Vietnam. In othe.r words, every community 

in Ohio has been stricken with the tragedy of losing priceless lives of fine young men. 

ORCHID FROM CONSTITUENT 

"That great Ohio statesman, Warren Harding, must be spinning in his grave 

every time you vote. You creep! It won't be long before you get your due out of the 

barrel of a shotgun. " 

MODERN TRAGEDY 

In Greece, the cradle of democracy, right-wing generals overthrew the duly 

elected government and are ruling by decree. They have thrown more than 6,000 

political opponents in jail, suppressed personal freedom, established control over 

press and radio, abrogated the constitution and canceled free elections. We have 

accepted these actions. There have been E:£_ expressions of profound concern from 

the Administration, ~ special ambassadors dispatched to Athens, ~ threat of inter

vention in behalf of the Greek people to choose their own form of government, ~ 

exertion of pressure through economic or military aid to restore constitutional govern-

ment in Greece. If instead of right-wing generals, a ragtag group of left-wing 

extremists and communists had staged a coup d'etat and established a communist 

government or quasi-communist government in Greece, it would be interesting to note 

whether we would have taken action military or otherwise to restore democracy to that 

land. The fact that we have not done so is remarkable in light of the Truman Doctrine 

which was invoked to justify the intervention in the Greek civil war 20 years ago and 

which is frequently cited as a justification for our intervention in the civil war in 

Vietnam. Very definitely, we should withhold further military and economic aid to 

Greece until its pre sent dictators give firm assurances that free elections to restore 

democratic government to their country will be held as soon as possible. The United 

States should exert its influence to the utmost to restore freedom to the birthplace 

of democracy. 

Note: If you are not on my mailing list and wish to receive this newsletter regularly, 
please write Senator Stephen M. Young, Washington, D. C. 

(Vol. IX, No. 13 - June, 1967) 
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Dear Rabbi Dan, 

Enclosed please . find an indorsed check which I Wt,uld like 

te go directly to the State or· Israel. ·I weu1d appreciate your 

~sistance. Leoking forward to seeing you soon. 

,. 

Sincerely-, 
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' __ . ___ __..,._, ____ _ 
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Dear D n: 

I et E rron thie a .. and e id that I rael had 

lot any f riends who were now con!ueed because of the 

failure to reply to hoetile propag nda when vaet network 

tacilitiee were available. 

I told hi L of your etro g etate enta lo ~ thie line. 

Other newepaper en preeent, JTA , ete. concurred. 

Cpuple of houre l a ter I h .. d. opportuni t;y to ake the 

ea e point to Rateal's deputy whoo e lled e fro NY about 

eo. ethin elee. 

He eaid that origi ally R fael had exercise restraint 

because ne had been'under t he i ~pre ion that Eban xu wa 

fl i n b c (we all t hou ht o) to 

e in ent at t e U! , a he di s o 

ndle tie televieion 

eterfully i n 1956-57• 

But at l aet i ute, they le ned t a t Eb n w not 

eo . i . I etree ed need tot ke all the our of televi io . 

t hey eould to reply to vicioue and oetile tt eke. 

(Even I have been j arred b, t e clai which I never 

heard before t t Ier elis had il egallJ occupied Eilat 

after u di violatio or U re ent. I do not believe thie 

but, ever ving e rd it, I too woul d lik to er t ~ e reply.) 

next r:ledne day. 

Si. 
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~4, ~ ~,mple 
3040 Mayfield Road 

Cleveland Heights. 0. 44118 
932-6000 

JACOB SHTULL 
Rabbi 

FOR m-t.EmATE R&.E.ASE ro lOUR MEMBERSHIP & .ALL Cct!JUNICJ\TIONS MEm.A IN YOOR CX>MMUNITY 

A CALL TO THE J&1J:SH OOMMUNITIES THROUGHOUT THE Sl'.ATE OF OHIO 

The Rabbis of the State of Ohio, in solemn assembly, herei-tith 
summon the Jeuish Communities or this state to assemble in their 
Synagogues at the Services of Parshas Naso, June 9th and 10th, for services of concem. 

In this grave hour of "Mar, Jeus everywhere are called to stand 
witness that morally and. spiritually lle are at one with the defenders 
of the J eui.sh Hometand. 

0 God of Israel, grant strength and va1.or to the noble sons and • daughters of our people who are engaged in defending their land from the openly proc1.aimed hostility and 9911 designs of agressor Arab 
nations. 

0 Keeper of Israel, Secure the State of' Israel. strengthen 
your people in this hour of' ca11. 

OHIO RIDION OF ~BBINICM. /ISSEMBLY 
Rabbi Jacob ShblU 

CLiVELJ\ND BO.l\RD OF MBBIS 
Rabbi Arthur J. Lelyveld. 

ORTHOOOX RABBINIC.f>J., COUNCIL OF GRMTER 
CLE,VELAND 
Rabbi Israel Porath 

.ASITA1llt1', Li'KE~ & LORAIN COUNTY OF 
RABBIS • 
Rabbi Samuel Meyer 

. . 



STATE OF NEW YORK 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

BERNARO KATZEN 
VICE CHAIRMAN 

STATE COMMISSION FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 

270 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 7, N. Y. 

PERSONAL AND 
UNOFFICIAL 

August 11, 1967 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

I am transmitting herewith the full text 
of the paper entitled "Middle East Crisis and 
Opportunity" which was approved by the Republican 
Coordinating Committee in Washington July 24. 

I have agreed to canvass opinion as to its 
reaction. I would appreciate your comments. 

Dr. Daniel Silver 
The Temple 

Sincerely, 

Bernard Katzen 

University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 
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FRIDAY A.M. Is 
August 4, 1967 

The attached paper, "The Middle East--Crisis and Opportunity," was 

approved by the Republican Coordinating Conunittee at its meeting in ' 

Washington, July 24. 

The paper is released by Republican National Chairman Ray C. Bliss 

for publication in AM papers of Friday, August 4, 1967. 

8/2/67 
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THE MIDDLE EAST - CRISIS AND OPPORTUNITY 

I. INTRODUCTION 

Comprehension of the current Middle Eastern problem requires that it be 

viewed as having two separate and distinct facets, both with long-term impli

cations for the United States: 

First, the basic Arab-Israeli conflict which 
has resulted in three wars in the Middle East 
in less than 20 years; 

Second, the historic Russian drive, constant 
under Czars and Connnissars alike, to obtain a 
controlling position in the Middle East -- a 
traditional aim conforming to Soviet tactics 
to create many trouble spots around the world 
to confuse and confound the free world. 

However, in the recent Arab-Israeli war, the proponents of Middle Eastern 

instability (the Soviets and certain radical Arab clients) have suffered a 

crushing defeat. The resulting situation affords an excellent opportunity to 

the United States to work toward a lasting peace. This nation should not look 

to others for initiative in this difficult and critical task. 

The task is not impossible, but the Administration must move sensibly 

and vigorously with policies appealing to moderate groups in every Middle Eastern 

country. It is outside pressure that has generated much of the radical and • 

irresponsible leadership in the area; the United States now is positioned to 

encourage moderate, responsible Arab and Jewish leaders to discard the self

defeating politics of hatred and violence and to join in the pursuit of equitable, 

long-term solutions. 

The Republican Party recommends these proposals to meet the Middle East 

situation: 
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II. REPUBLICAN RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. The United States should exert its influence to secure a Middle East 

Eeace settlement which will confirm Israel's right to live and prosper as an 

independent nation. 

Arab refusal to acknowledge permanent boundaries for Israel is an attitude 

hardly exceptional in the Middle East. 

Most Arab states and Israel have gained their independence only since World 

War II. Ever since, difficulties over new boundaries have consumed the region. 

Two "neutral zones" were created in the oil-rich Persian Gulf area to help separate 

the oil-producing countries of Kuwait, Iraq and Saudi Arabia. The frontiers between 

Saudi Arabia and the states on the southern periphery of the Arabian peninsula 

are still undemarcated, and strife afflicts Yemen and Aden and threatens south 

Arabia. Algeria has provoked border clashes with two of its peaceable neighbors, 

Morocco and Tunisia. Morocco claims the entire country of Mauritania and adjacent 

Spanish territories. For years the Kurds have been militantly agitating for an 

independent state which would comprise lands detached from Iraq, Iran, Turkey, and 

possibly Syria. 

Clearly, a stable Middle East awaits the permanent solution of all such -
boundary disputes, but most important of all is the Arab-Israeli dispute. These 

border problems can be best resolved by the parties directly concerned, employing, 

if necessary, the good offices of the United Nations or other third parties. 

Stability and peace require the parties to the Arab-Israeli conflict to agree 

upon permanent boundaries for Israel. Such territorial arrangements as are deter

mined must provide security for all and permit the disengagement of opposing 

military forces. The United States should be prepared to join other powers in 

guaranteeing borders thus confirmed, in order to ensure the permanency of the 

peace settlement. 
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2. The United States should insist on an international guarantee of 

innocent passage through international waterways, including the Straits of 

Tiran and the Suez Canal, as an inalienable right of all nations. 

This guarantee would help to undergird the strategic and economic viability 

of Israel, as well as the Arab states, and would remove a major source of conflict 

in the Middle East. 

This recommendation reaffirms an explicit Republican view, which was clearly 

·enunciated by President Eisenhower following the Arab-Israel war in 1956. 

3. The United States should join with other nations in pressing for 

international supervision of the holy places within the City of Jerusalem. 

Circumstances must be created which will provide the best protection of, 

and access to, the holy places so that freedom of religious worship in these 

places will be assured to peoples of all faiths. The holy places should not 

be the subject of political controversy. Their administration by a religious 

council comprising all directly-affected faiths is one solution that should be 

most carefully weighed. 

4. As an essential part of a permanent settlement in the Middle East, , 

the United States should insist on, and aid in, the rehabilitation and resettle-

ment of the more than one million Palestine Arab refugees who have been displaced 

over the past 20 years. 

Since 1948, $625 million has been spent by the United Nation's Relief and Works 

Agency (UNRWA) to provide simple subsistence t0 the Pslestine Arab refugees. The 

United States has voluntarily contributed $425 million, or more than two-thirds 

of the total. The u.s.s.R., the strident champion of the Arabs, has never 

contributed to this program. 
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Before there can be stability in the Middle East, a just and enduring solution 

of the refugee problem must be found. As the leading contributor to refugee support, 

the United States is uniquely situated to press powerfully for the permanent resettle

ment of all Arab refugees. Israel, as well as the Arab states, must share substan

tially in this effort. We, with other nations, should challenge the U.S.S.R. to 

prove the sincerity of its professed concern for the welfare of the Arabs by match-

ing future U.S. contributions toward refugee rehabilitation. 

5. The United States should propose a broad-scale development plan for 

all Middle Eastern states which agree to live peacefully with their neighbors. 

The Republican Party would not willingly see the rehabilitation of the 

Middle East become a political issue in the United States. Our country's efforts 

to bring peace to that war-torn region should continue to be bipartisan. In 

this spirit we hope for vigorous Administration and widespread public support for 

the bold and imaginative Eisenhower Plan to bring water, work and food to the 

Middle East. 

This constructive proposal would provide huge atomic plants to desalt .sea 

water, the first of which would produce as much fresh water as the entire Jordan 

River system. This in turn would irrigate desert lands to support the Arab 

refugees and bring yearned for prosperity to both Arab and Israeli territories. 

The Eisenhower Plan is sufficiently far-reaching to encompass all Middle . 

Eastern states, and all should be invited to adhere. However, even if some should 

decline, the Plan could be initiated pending their later cooperation. The con

struction of the first plant would require the agreement of only two or three 

countries, such as Israel, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, or Lebanon. Once the inunense 
benefits of the vast increase in water supplies become evident for all to see, 

it would be difficult for any Middle Eastern leader to deny his people the 

opportunity to share in the prosperity being created. 
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6. The United States should make a determined effort to expose and 

isolate the radical troublemakers in the Middle East. We should aid only 

those states following non-aggressive, non-Communist policies. 

Republicans oppose the continuation of past attempts to win over leftist 

leaders by giving large amounts of aid. We believe our aid should not reward 

our enemies and, in effect, punish our friends. 

Nasser has received more aid ($1,133.3 million) than Israel ($1,104.5 

million), and nearly double the aid given to any moderate Arab leader (Jordan 
1/ 

under King Hussein, ·for example, has received $572.8 million).- By contrast, 

the average aid given to the U.A.R. during the Eisenhower years was $31.6 million 

per year. The average yearly aid to Nasser rose sharply during Democratic 

Administrations to $172.1 million. 

Republicans have long opposed such aid. On January 26, 1965, every House 
II 

Republican voted to terminate all surplus food shipments to Nasser. 

Moreover, at the outbreak of the Middle East war one-quarter of a billion 
!/ 

dollars was obligated for the seven Arab states which later broke relations with 

the United States, partially as a result of Nasser's false charge that American 

planes aided Israel. (See Appendix A, "The Administration Ignored Signs of Crisis 

in the Middle East.") Republicans believe aid should not be reinstituted to any 

of these countries until the United States decides to reestablish diplomatic 

relations, restitution has been made for damages to American property and 

people, and allegations, which falsely impugn the good name of the United 

States before the world, have been retracted. 

1/ Analysis of these aid figures is a complex matter. The per capita figures 
are disparate -- and the periods, types, and currency and payment require
ments varied widely. 

11 The New York Times, January 27 8 1965. 

1/ This figure includes some $200 million earmarked as aid and $51 million in 
outstanding Export-Import Bank commitments. 
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7. The United States, in furtherance of peace in the Middle East, 

should strive with other nations for agreed limitations on international arms 

shipments to the area. 

Limitation on the wasteful and destructive arms race was temporarily achieved 

by the Tripartite Declaration of 1950 and the Eisenhower Doctrine of 1958. How

ever, Soviet shipments of large amounts of sophisticated weapons to the radical 

Arab states have thwarted arms controls. There should be unrelenting effort 

to obtain Soviet adherence to a workable system of arms control in the Middle 

East. Their cooperation could be a significant indication of Soviet desire for 

world peace and East-West d~tente. 

8. The United States' leadership and diplomacy must be alert, firm and 

resourceful to prevent extension of Soviet imperialism into the Middle East 

and North Africa. 

The U.S.S.R. has suffered a serious reverse in terms of both power and 

prestige in much of the Arab world. The United States should now apply its own 

influence toward inhibiting the Soviets from again creating disturbances in this area. 

Russian aspirations in the Middle East have not varied for centuries. Their 

major aim has been to obtain direct access to warm water ports, and to the 

Mediterranean Sea and the Indian Ocean. The emergence of many new nations in 

the Middle East following World War II provided increased opportunities for 

advancing Soviet interests. In 1945-46, the Soviet army moved into northern 

Iran, but troops were finally withdrawn after the U.S. and the U. K. objected 

in the United Nations. In 1947, as in 1877-78, the Soviets attempted to gain a 

dominating position over the Turkish straits, and in 1946-47, they tried to 

overthrow the Greek government. The United States responded decisively with its 

Greek and Turkish aid programs. 
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Following the death of Stalin, the Soviets sought to by-pass the Middle 

Eastern countries with which they share a conman border and began cultivating 

Arabs further to the south. Since then, Soviet aid to the radical states in 

the Middle East has been dispensed on a massive scale. The U.A.R. alone has 

received about one-sixth of total Soviet economic aid. If economic aid to 

Algeria, Iraq, Syria, Somalia and Yemen is added, the total becomes 

$1,824 million or nearly one-third of total Soviet economic aid. In addition, 

Soviet military aid has clearly been on a massive scale. 

Considering the traditional Russian goals and the vast Soviet military and 

economic aid to the area, it is not surprising that the Soviets are profoundly 

concerned over the results of the recent Middle East conflict. 

One area of importance only incidentally affected by recent Arab-Israeli 

battles is the Red Sea, the vital link between Europe, Asia, and much of 

Africa. The Soviets are deeply involved in promoting instability long the Red 

Sea coasts in an effort to dominate this key passage. Via Nasser, the Soviets 

have supported a four-year war in Yemen; they are fomenting rebellion in Aden; 

they are arming Somalia to stir trouble in the critical region of the African 

Horn. It would seriously menace the Western position if Yemen and Aden were 

allowed to come under the control of hostile elements, whether Egyptian or 

Soviet. We believe the nation can rightly expect its leadership to have the 

capability and responsibility to avoid such a tragedy -- a catastrophe for all 

the free world should Soviet designs be allowed to succeed. 



Appendix A 

The Administration Ignored Signs of Crisis in the Middle East 

Although Republicans reject categorically Arab and Soviet claims that the 
United States was in any way involved in the Middle Eastern conflict, either 
overtly or covertly, it is apparent that President Johnson's Administration 
cannot avoid all responsiblity, or even some blame, for the events which have 
taken place. In fact, it appears that the Johnson Administration was so devoid 
of policy ideas on the Middle East that it could not have seriously affected 
the situation even if it had wanted to. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
The following points give some idea of how badly the White House misjudged 

the Middle Eastern situation: 
10 

1) For the crucial three months preceding the crisis there was no United 11 
States Ambassador to the Egyptian government. Moreover, the post of 12 
Assistant Secretary of State for Near Eastern and South Asian Affairs 13 
was vacant from October 19, 1966 to April 7, 1967, a period of nearly 14 
six months just preceding the crisis. 15 

2) When the new American Ambassador to Cairo, Richard Nolte, arrived on 16 
May 21 he was reported by the Baltimore Sun to have asked, ''What c~isis?" 17 
when questioned by a correspondent at the Cairo airport. The Sun com- 18 
ments that Nolte was simply reflecting the State Department's thinking, 19 
and his bland remark showed how little Washington appreciatoo the gravity 20 
of the situation even at that late date. 21 

3) David G. Nes remained Charge d'Affaires of the American Embassy in Cairo 22 
even after Nolte arrived, because the new Ambassador never had an oppor- 23 
tunity to present his credentials to President Nasser before the war 24 
started and diplomatic relations were broken. Nes, a senior career dip- 25 
lomat, was so disturbed by Washington's lack of interest in the Mid- 26 

dle Eastern situation that he took the almost unheard of step of complain- 27 
ing to newsmen that his reports showing a crisis was developing had been 28 
totally ignored by the Administration. 29 

-1-
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4) A resume of events which Nes reported but which he claimed Washington 1 

ignored is highly instructive. Quotations are from the Baltimore Sun: 2 

"Beginning in January Nes was convinced that Nasser was plan- 3 
ning a major confrontation with Israel and the West ... The real 4 
tip-off to Nasser's intentions was a series of violently anti- 5 
American articles published in Cairo's authoritative Al Ahram 6 
early in March at about the time (U.S.) Ambassador Lucius Battle 7 
left without a successor being named. 8 

"Mohammed Heikal, editor of Al Ahram and a confidant of 9 
Nasser, reviewed United States-Egyptian relations from 1949 to 10 
date. The Heikal articles indicated Nasser was headed for and 11 
wanted a confrontation with Israel and the West." 12 

"Nasser apparently tested U.S. intentions in early April by 13 
precipitat 'ing the incident which resulted in the removal of the 14 
U.S. AID mission from Taiz in Egyptian-controlled Yemen ." 15 

"The final clue to his (Nasser's) intentions was his May 2 16 
speech in which he characterized America as the enemy of Egypt." 17 

Once the opposing sides had mobilized their troops, and even after hostil- 18 

ities had broken out, the actions of the Johnson Administration indicated that 19 

our efforts were poorly coordinated. Although it was perfectly obvious from the 20 

nature of the policy statements and military preparations on both 21 

sides that war was inminent, the Administration floundered about with a 22 

make-shift attempt to organize maritime powers of the world into 23 

a group which might convince Nasser to back down from his Gulf of Aqaba block- 24 

ade. 25 

Moreover, the Administration failed to see beyond the impending crisis and 26 

appraise the needs for a permanent settlement in the Middle East. Instead of 27 

adopting a flexible position, the President stated on May 23, 1967, that 28 

"the United States is firmly commited to the support of 29 
the political independence and territorial integrity of 30 
all the nations of that area.'' 31 

This unilateral declaration even went beyond the 1950 Tripartite Declaration in 32 

which the United States, the United Kingdom and France guaranteed boundaries 33 

but only on the condition that peace treaties were signed. 34 
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During the first days of the conflict the Administration revealed its 

confusion by changing its stand on the war three times in one day. First, 

1 

2 

the State Department announced that the United States was "neutral in thought, J 

word and deed." Second, a White House Press Secretary stated that this 4 

statement was "not a formal declaration of neutrality." Third and finally, 5 

Dean Rusk issued a clarification stating that by "neutral" we meant we were 6 

not going to become a belligerent, but this did not mean to imply that we 7 

wert indifferent to the outcome of the war. 8 

Beyond expressing great interest in Middle Eastern events, 9 

the Administration never said whether our sympathies were with Israel or the 10 

Arabs. By contrast, the declared Soviet position was 100 percent pro-Arab. 11 

By subsequent action, the Administration has as much as admitted that it 12 

still has no policy for the Middle East: a special committee has been established 13 

to study the Middle East, and Mr. McGeorge Bundy has had to be recalled from 14 

private life to direct this group's work. 15 

Republicans wish to underscore our long-established opinion that the 16 

government would do better to rely on the judgment of our professional diplomats, 17 

who are familiar with the area in question, than to organize a new committee lS 

every time a new crisis develops. 19 
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August 14, 1967 

Mr. Bernard Katzen 
~tateof New York 

xecutive Department 
State Commlssion for Human Right• 
270 Broadway 
New York 7, New York 

Dear Mr. Katzen: 

Rabbl Silver is currently on vacation and 
will not return to his study t e Temple until 
after the first of Septemb r. 

T la l• to acknowledge r ce lpt of the text 
entitled "Middle Eaat Crlais and Opportunlty"whlch 
wa• releaaed by the Republican Coordinating Co1nmlttee 
and lta Chairman Mr. Ray C. Bll••• I can not 
augaeat when an evaluation would be forthcoming. 

MGM:mgm 

Sincerely, 

(Mi••)Mar1arlte G. Mihok 
Secretary to Rabbi Silver 



~ . . . 
ISADORE I. KASTIN 

PRESIDENT 

KENT PROVISION CO., Inc. 
'I-..,,, M.14 oMd M.J Pw.l.oa 

KENT, OHIO 44240 

August 18, 1967 

Rabbi Daniel Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Daniel, 

Thought you would be interested in the 
enclosure. 

Apparently, the same was circulated to 
every president of every Rotary Club in this 
hemisphere or probably throughout the world. 



. . ... 

Augu•t 28, 1967 

Mr. I•adore I. Kaatin 
Kent Provialon Co. Inc. 
Kent, Ohio 44240 

Dear laadore: 

Thank you for ••ndin1 on the material from the 
Rotary. I •uppo•• that nothing can be done. For
tunately tbe pr••• l• running with ua. With all 
1ood wl•he•, I remain 

Sincerely, 

DANIEL JEREMY SILVER 

DJS:rvf 



Auguat 28, 1967 

Mr. Sidney Z. Vincent 
Jewl•h Community Federation 
17 SO Euclid A venue 
Cleveland, Ohio 44115 

Dear Sid: 

For your file• a copy aent to eve~ Rotary preaident 
by the E1ypttan Rotary. 

Sincerely. 

DANIEL JEREMY SILVER 
DJS:rvf 



BALDWIN-WALLACE COLLEGE 
BEREA , OHIO 

Dear Colleagues& 

Many of us, I am sure, have agonized over the tragedies of the 
Middle Bast this past summer. After much serious study of the total 
situation, I decided to compose a letter to Prime Minister Levi 
Eshkol, as a first step toward expressing my concerns. 

The attached letter, with only very minor changes, represents 
that which went to Babkol on Novembet: 12. Now I want to share the 
letter as widely as possible to aake clear to many what I believe 
to be a forthrlght approach to the deadlock that exists in the Mid
dle Bast. Please share it as you feel moved to do so. 

I feel that it is appropriate to send this as a Christaas letter. 

May the Advent season be a blessed one for all of you. 

tt>st cordially, 



AH OPBN LB'HBR TO ISRABL 

1 have spent many months ln the Near Bast, especially ln -Jerusalem, both 
Arab and Jewish. My heart bas indeed been heavy these past months, ae I bave 
lived very personally through the struggle in the area that I love and a110ng 
people for whQll I have much concern. I agonized over the Israeli dilema laat 
spring as the noose of Arab bate tightened around your small country; but now 
I agonize over the tragedy which has befallen so many Arabs for a second ti.lie. 
But even more, I agonize over the tragic, seemingly hopeless deadlock in the 
efforts toward peace. You see, my concern is for all the people of the Hear 
Bast, not just Arab or just J'ew. I have pondered the situation long in the 
midst of the conflicting tensions of my concerns; and I am now writing, because 
I believe I have a suggestion to offer for a solution to the dlle111Da. Your 
Prime Minister has indicated a feeling of hopelessness in the situation in his 
response to the Khartoum conference ("News from Israel," Sept. 21, 1967). (~ 
own response to that same conference was, however, that a tiny crack of hope 
had been opened in the door toward peace.) 

The State of Israel, being comprised to such an extent of westem trained 
and oriented leaders and thinkers, seems far from understanding the nature or 
the Arab mind. Certainly Zionists in my country have little or no c011prehension 
of the Arab as a human being. There are two factors of the Arab attitude which 
seem constantly to be ignored: 1) that the Arab world has never recognized or 
accepted the 1947 United Nations decision to partition Palestine, and therefore 
the Arabs look upon your country as existing illegally and as a colony of 
imperialism achieved by world connivance and invasion by western forces; and 
2) that Arab fatalism is longsuffering to the extent that setbacks, such as 
three defeats by Israeli forces, merely produce more deeply entrenched hatred, 
greater determination and more watchful waiting, as bas been so clearly 
exhibited in Nasser's miscalculations of last spring as well as his attitude 
since. 

~ch as we in the West naturally consider such factors as resulting froa 
stupidity and refusal to face reality, we are forced to recognize that these 
are precisely the factors which have created the deadlock which now exists. 
Despite the fact that Israel has strengthened her position by virtue of 
brllllan.t 9 awl.ft and caurapaua aillt:ary aot:l.on. •ba auet .eac• &be &WalL~ ~ 
tha f•ct tbat thla additional hU11alllatlon to the Arabs Ila• ••r••d oa%y to 
deepen the hatreds and intensify the Arab fatali• and longsuffering. 

It is going to take something new and radical to break this deadlock, it 
seems to me; and I think this "something new and radical" could come from 
Israel in the coming months. May I, therefore, outline a proposal and my 
reasoning behind it? 

In spite of all the brilliant rhetoric and logic which have been so effec
tively displayed in the United Nations and everywhere the present situation has 
been discussed by l~raelis, the really basic issue has been constantly evaded 
by Israel, and that is the problem of justice in the total situation. No one 
can deny the fact that it was the world's shock over the terrible injustices to 
the Jews in Burope that contributed significantly to sentiments in favor of a 
Jewish State and the actions that finally led to Partition. In the heat of 
concem over the amelioration of the injustice to the Jews, however, the world 
failed to take adequately into account the injustice which Partition inflicted 
upon the Arab world, and specifically the native Palestinians. An equal degree 
of concem for these unfortunate people has not been manifest in the world 
these past twenty years. (We need to remember that it was specifically this 
concem which the Balfour Declaration sought to spell out in its ambiguous 
statements about a "Jewish homeland in Palestine.") Two wrongs do not make a 
right, and thus it has been this imbalance of reasoning which has bothered aany 
of us since 1947. Now we see the deadlock of the present situation as a direct 
result of that basic injustice of 1947. 

As a student of the Bible (I eamed a Ph.D. ln Old Testaaent at Yale 
Graduate School in 1943) and ancient 3ewish history, I have come to feel that 
the radical move that can be made to break the present deadlock is for Jews 
everywhere, but especially in Israel, to reexamine and reappropriate thelr 
religious heritage. In their coveted Scriptures the centrality of justice la 
found in the ancient Covenant of Slnai, the Torah and especially the Prophete. 
It was the ancestral founders of 3udaiam who contributed to the religious world 
the concept of God as One for whom justice was central. The words of Alloa 
(5a24), Isaiah (lrl7, 27), Micah (618), especially Deut.ro-lsaiah (4211, 4-7), 
and a host of other prophetic uturances flood through my mind, aa 1 tbinlc of 
Israel as the 1ebed YllWH. 
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It is paradoxical indeed that Jews today should be the benefactors of 
justice, yet themselves the perpetrators of injustice, in the light of their 
significant heritage. I would propose, therefore, the following steps toward 
the solution of the deadlocked situation: 

1) That Israel acknowledge the basic injustice of her existence as a 
nation in relation to the Palestinian Arabs. 

2) That Israel emphasize the involvement of the world through the United 
Nations which, in response to injustice to the Jews, succumbed to a kind of 
imperialism to establish Israel as a State. 

3) That Israel seek Arab forgiveness for the basic injustice which she 
recognizes. 

4) '!bat Israel seek means of atonement for this basic injustice, short of ----genocide, through the following efforts: 

a) That Israel participate in arousing world concern for displaced 
Arabs and assist in a humanitarian solution to their plight. 

b) That Israel agree to repatriation of a stated number (it should be 
large enough to be impressive--500,000 would not be unreasonable) of 
Palestinian Arabs of all economic classes, and especially those divided -from close relatives, instead of pressuring more Jews to settle in Israel. 

c) That Israel make clear what she considers to be necessary, reason
able, and ultimate boundaries to overcome the irrational and impractical 
boundaries of the UNO plan, as well as the pre-June 5 boundaries. 

d) 'n\at Israel seek and develop methods to overcome the Arab concern 
for Zionist aspirations to restore the Davidic Kingdom boundaries and/or 
the fulfillment of the Ezekiel (chs. 47-48) prophetic vision. (Perhaps 
the southern boundary suggested in Ezekiel 47:19 might provide a reason
able solution to the Negeb problem.) 

a) That Xarael eapbaalze l.n lier acboo1a and ■ynaeocue• cbo•• eJ1n■nc■ of her spiritual heritage that focus on the Covenant, justice, righteous
ness, and love toward all peoples, as so effectively portrayed in prophetic 
literature. And that the present emphasis upon the Maccabean period of 
3ewish history be supplanted by lifting up the unique political theocratic 
heritage found in Samuel, Saul and David. 

f) That Israel continue to offer her assistance to the Arab countries 
toward solutions of common technological problems. 

g) 'lb.at Israel seek to bring into all phases of the situation her 
utmost effort to establish justice in the Near East. 

In short, I am suggesting that Israel shift from the "hawk" approach to a 
"dove" approach to the present dilemma. Ever since 1947, when I mingled with 
Arabs and Jews freely in 3erusalem and Palestine, I have felt that the Jewish 
arrogance, pride and chauvinism were blocking peaceful relations in the area. 
'ftle victory of Israel in the recent "six-day" war seems to have increased the 
danger that these same qualities may perpetuate the deadlock. I feel, therefore, 
that a reversal of this trend could become the basis for a new approach to the 
Arab world. 

Could it be that this is the very time for which Israel baa been called to 
become "a light to the nations?" (Isaiah 42:61 49s6; 51:4; 60131etc.) 

With sincere hope for peace in the Near Bast, I am, 

December, 1967 

t-bst cordially yours, 

-t;, ~ 
John c. Trever 
Professor of Religion 
Baldwin-Wallace College 
Berea, Ohio 44017 




