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friends, I should like to explore wi ti1 you this evening 

a question which has been bothering many of us for the last two 

years or so- the question of 'why we need affiliate ourselves at 

this time with the Zionist movement'. The problem of what Zlonism 

means to you and me now that the state has been established. Five 

years ago there would nave been no need for ·this speech. Then •• . 

elementary ~decency and humanity demanded that one act l vely affiliate 

himself with the only movemnet which could offer any form of concrete 
A,.0~ 

aid to the destitue and any s11 ■ to the homeless wandering victims 

of Nazi brutality. Isra3l was both the object of thei;.i,;;~~f'the 
"'6tiiG.G . 

one haven of safety-·here alone a new life could be started for the : ,.. 
. 

greater number of our brethern- so Jewry throughout the world pitched 

1n and helped realize this dream, helped createOiis senctuaey. Gne 

need bpt consult the record to see how unstintingly o■•cl,..~!i=aiy 
the a erage American ~ew responded to this appeal for active support-

' 
Our community i-11 •••J.•e gave freely and graciously of its wealth and 

resources, of' i t ·s time, . of' 1 ts leade~sh1p, and of 1 ts political ;r.M.iare. 
Of this record we can all be proud, for in many ways it has been rarely 

paralelled in range and scope. 
. . 

Yet every problem which deals with the needs of hum.an befnSS 

in time becomes settled in ea• wey AD PA95a1r. Fortunately for us - and 
no 

due in/small measure to the dedicated determination or the Jewry o~ 

America- this issae was successfully completed. Our battle for a Jewish 

state ended in victory, in the glorious days or state building, in 

the celebrations of May 15th. I need not and I do not propose to recount 

the saga of courage anc. vision and consecration 'by: en cao1:t e~Jet.ely 

,i;r;;ij ted ,JewDii which made this denouement possible. It is too well known 

to require repetition. I should merely like to remind y ~u of that 

feeling of great pride, th&7sense of spiritual elation, that turning 

crusading spirit, that certainty that we were in the right and had acted 
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as any self respecting human being must- that range of emotic:r-s w· Lich 

tied us closely together during the heat of the Zionllt struggle,and 

welded us into a powerful, dedicated army of crusading souls- which 

in the final test proved equal to the task at hand. 

An army, Napplean once observed, is at its peak just before the 

moment of fi nal vic'1bJ'J. It is imbued with a spirit of determination, 

with the pride of accanplishment, with a real esprit de corps. Once 

the bittle is won, however, this high level of morale can no longer be 
. 

maintained s s the aa•• 8ft1'iweiaoiiie enuolvernent CPR a2t 'Be QJ\ought., ou:b 

i-t1 poopk· for the comparatively undramatic tasks of peacetime a1 s t:a. 
' # • 

the emc;tia¥t&1ly ooe11clm1eeti ••ena 11 eattle. An example of this is 

the manifest inferiority in ap1r1t, 1n morale, in manhood bf our present 

armies of occupation tn comparison to the troops which won the war, So 

too the Zionist movement 1£211 experienced a period of emotional let 

down after May 15th. The prima por.ant vl>ctory seemed to 

have been secured for all t 1.1nes. or e the land had to be filled 

with those for whom it had -been won and. made economica l ly productve- but 

this was bound to come in· time- These were problems of administration 

and org~nlza tion- why neea t,t, i«'GI sops rems.in mobilized! It were better 

that t.C:-~ turn &::it, attention to problems closer to home and enjoy a 

well earned rest. So littl ey little the 1ast~e years have seen a 

disintergration of Zionist morale, a diminishing number of af~111ated 
w,H • tJ / Mfl . ~"' \it~rltJC... 

members- lsu it Wt.Sha.rd to {!M excitllJ!lt over the less~ar1 •M problems .,, .. 
of state building, of securing wgat had been il/ll6, of long range planning, .. , .... ~ 
of protecting Israel's interests abroad. ZOA membership bas slowly 

A 

but surely waned a;J<:ia~talnly interest on the part or the average Zionis 
ot ~ k... ~ ----, a:11, . 

1s not wtc it was before. he fund~are no longer ra ·· sing the sai;, • 
a•ll\.~~t'lttt- .. _. '-',.,..,.,.. ~" ._., •• ,,. ,.,,.. •• ,,.. . ~.- • "'"'* D• "'• 

type of mone7.. Few were willing to pledge themselv.e~~~o the anti-climacti 
~ •• ~~,._~,~y ~ 

job-the nameless job- of caring t_tzzj1ul7 for the still 7oung and weat 

state. 



One of the great traagedies of human history is how men have time 

and again allowed seeming victory to be dissipated because the necessary 

resoluteness could not be mustered for an adeqp.te long range program 

to secure p~•--•••md the aims for which the war had been fought. I 

am a!'rbid t 1..at we must admit that the Zi onist movement also made ~ 

_, 

inadequate provisions for explojting and ~axtending the victories of 

the summer mf 1948. Factionalism, personality frictions, doctrinaire 
, 

~ ~,.-,d 
highhandedness wereaallowcd again to 4istllDb" Zionist unity. and tll •-

prevenW any long rant e pos i stive practical planning. Uninterested 

in these struggles for power, J.eaderless at the .very moment when a 

compllling dynamic guide was ~ost needed-~he average Z ionisi;; feeling 

that the moment of ,:,!t\V'J ne:,::_had been. pas}. los:, int.erest , ~ 
r i& ,sue l C ~ s4tn•a.c .... 

ex;c r+eaae_'-1 a11 cmat1 caal let doWRJ hEt ii 1 • • J rs1er M sure 91f why he 

~!'Meeictfa&§ his aff1l11i1Ua:i w11ib tbe Uer1fo t or~&l'l .. 4:n 1:_1 ;,;n•/ ti"M~ha ly 

th- di sintegration£:._f ~~~~a18 anlai ssipation of Zionist strength 
.., u, •",a.,_,,, •• ~p . -i=t.- .. ll •·· =-- ,, 
•~• •• t4le elfJ:5 iann& stets ei' l 11ael. I ndeed •it is important for all of .... 

1"' "" 1C '-"'".ij 2,. .4 c.. • 0 (! • . 
us to-day to »•a~~~ the full gravity of the situation which has 

..,_ 
been allowed to develop- to recognize that thoueh the boundaries ot I rae 

._ 
have been kept inviolate and the border open to steadyimmigration; I rae 

political situation has deteriorated to t 1"e point where her very exist­

ence is im eriled~n unfavora . le balar ce of power• being raised 

against her at that very moment when her economis plight has reached 

alar1ning proportions, 

It might be well for us to examine for a fe , moments just what 

baa taken place. r, ~ein• et do&@eR the most pressing problem 1s 

military one. The United Kingdom has continued to.= arms, tanks, and 

planes into the L vantine states, Trans Jordan, and Iraq - on the plea 
(!!-

.. ~ t\ N ~ (IC.\JCU' I 
that these are necessary to maintain the di□ 11 ;sac~ of these opuntrie 

while I~rael has r.een deprived of any ne~ arms because of a U.N. C&nven­

tion. An unfavorable military 
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situation is then in tlJe making- cart tfte very- ineffectiveness of " • . 
I 5 rael1 and Agency portests over this manifestly unfr1endly and 

belligenent policy ot England points to the nadir, the low level,to 

which the stock of friendship for Israel has slipped at the United 

Naions and in Washington. Th_s is duein part to the anti- Israel 

campaign directed fran the Vatican and aimed at securing the internation-
~ 

alization of Jerusalem and partially because the so called Arab refugee 

question bas offered a golden opportunity for our anemies to cloak their 

arguments in the guise of morality. There are other ca i sea- yet most 
... 

ot them devolve aroui .. d one point. We, .... he Zionists f the Diaspora and 

the Israeli government, have allowed those effectiveorgans of propaganda 

and pressure to disintergrate t ~- such a degree, '\ 11e have so weakened 
-· 

our defenses, that we can no longer e~ert any effective counter pressure • .. 

It is a dangerous situation, one ,hich can but bring added difficulties 
\ 

\ 
to the new state- but it is a situation w ich even at this late date 

. 
can in part be reme41e4- Indeed this very nroblem affords us t}e first 

answer to our question of this evening 'why c0ntinue our aftilliation 

with the Zionist Organization' 

Our first answer then is simply that the job which we took upon ~, 
ourselves a decade ago illPnot yet completed to our satisfaction. Much ~, 
yet remains tor us to do . or perhaps it would be etter to say undo. 

Zionist strength needs to be reformed in this country to assure Israel 
on such issues as a general near East Peace Settlement and the Jerusalem 

of the friendl · ness and good wishes of the U,S. Governaent,'/ttc iaii,- .. 

government which can assure tbet 2eaae i ■ 1nein:tsainoa ey \be 41a'e wo1V. 

Zionists must again as a group be~ me 
o..t/ •a,u1•'e pqp4- f'ir_ancial support during bhese 

• I ~ 

the leaders of the funds to secure 
IAIS - ""~ H ~ (;.Q, T"' ' trying y1211s- to 111ll to sceel•e 

1 ~ "",\tot\ ~,-.t ca~ h '- N f f..S 'T' la. • N ► -
turtbuiP iip,a•t • ., .... * i.ean& All ,EFG Jpepa. The press of this c ount7 must 

f'" (' ' ~ .a N ,,- 0 JI\) I c ~ "-J 
again be made aware of ai:i i11tfj ,ae:&• ••• e#!niihe#:11.&111] 1mpontatbetaigrael 

11''-l. . · ~ • fl' fJ \1. l\;t , 4.UI! I w 
w I n.1► -:ll&b••l•fY'ei■htp lJe•ael 1 icm1ett1Rus~alilJGri62i1HIX:•Qi;i. QDQQ:le. Ve must do 

all in our power then to secure the breache which had been 4'e.n@erously 

weakened for twon years Ve ,:ust do this because it • s our duty and our 
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obligation. Because good common sense reouires that what we created 

so willingly be not weakened or cut o.ff--because every thing new1~1 born 

requires time and care be:f re j_ t can tAlbe.nd on 1 ts own two :feet and JJc 
rt I , ~ I(' t t \ I. tJ H (\ .. • V t.:l 

.ae.elae11tl3 face blso uootld-becauee if we do not adef'uately protect 
,, T t"" Israel now we may have a much worse problem of ~uaan suffering on our 
~ 

bands ,aelt-- This then is m-y first answer to the problem befo17e us 

to-night. The political · and economic tasks for which a world zionist 

movement :15·•, organized have not been com0leted- and they must be finishe 
f 1lJ I I ~ltl ~)N -..1~...J..u 

before we can leon bacl and say-'How beautiful and how secure is the 

flower of rey planting'• 

It is not however, merely to sa 

American ~J ionists have every: right I ,that they will receive someth . 
••••••• in return :for their aid- something more than a mere pat on the back 

and a thank y.ou. Much of the dissatisfaction which is spreading in our 
•' 

• 
move::ent •• iay arises becaaae we have given- and have been expected 

~ ......... ,._ '. e, ½ • ;1' _,_ .... :I· ~ ,. ~ --..a. .. -'14 "n:to, --
to give- but ne i-ifceiued xactl.i;Q@ i,n POtll!Nl.. For too long no the 

-X. shuv has tho 1:: ght of us as the munificent benefactor, the rich uncle 

bountiful whose duty it was to give unquestioningly whatever the prodigal 

nephew requires. Bluntly there are circles 1n Israel who feel that they 
• a.vt t\ t 

have__. right to demand supreme financial e:rrorts on the part of Diaspora 
st"(..• 

Jewry, il , t a.fter all, and here I quote from t i-- e Mizrac.bi paper Hatzofe9, 

"the financial sacrifices asked of Uierioan Jewry '179 hotning in l • • 

c.Aftl.:,.;.,4,trOaM ◄ 
comparisbn w:Lth . t!lose made by "Lhe Yiabuv". tlb=ln;r, 1cal e Lii!JJ they 

• e-•• 
are right, for 1 t was their bravery and courage and b? 21 d. which fought 

the tiched balitlea- Yet even forgetting tor the moment the role .Worl4 
P. fl'\ 

Zionist f'lnda and leaders and political influence played- then 11 1 
•\I\~ N tllo m•trsn et ••••• to SG&is a spirit which can be extremelu detr1mmital 
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to the continuing existence of a dynamic world zionist movement. The 

Zonist Organizations can not exist long merely as toole to be exploited 

by the G vernment if and when it sees fit. It needs a program o~ aotivite 
r, i1\ resources 

commensurate with its size and : and the deleration fo responsibility 

and uf control over these fields. Men need a task which can be visualize 

a goal which is realizable, the sense that they are important enough 

to have control over the means of achieving these ends. This is just 

human nature. The man respoponsible for a project is always more 

enthu~iastic about it tha~ the hired hand. Unfortunately for political 

and party reasons the Government in Israel saw f~ to strip the ZOA 

and other World Zionist organizations of their areas of control and 

competence, They left the ZOA without a program, without any reason 

for cohb.nuing existence- they left it a demoralized body casting around 

for some way to put its membership to frutiful work. This is a discourag 

state of affairs as any body w,. o attended the last two Conventions will 

admit. It is frustrat :ng and dissatisfying. 

Israel will have to rec 0gnize that if it wants to reap the benefi 

of hav .'. ng a srone,1orga1 !)zed body of Diaspora Zionist opinion ,it will 

have to embark with it on a program of cooperative effort and delegate 

to it certain powers. The wzo and the ZOA will have to be piven specific 

tasks; the control, planning and financing of immigRBtion, the securing 

of foreign loan capital, the attracting of 'billeforeign industrialis~ 

the procurement of needed skilled f'ecbni.cians, of scarce oamnodi ties 

and raw materials- all these and many other tasks world Zionists are 

prepared and well eq\ll)pped to do- and i 1-' the dcbing much of the spirit 
~.,I o,,,c!. mature 

o:f purpose:fulnes~o:r acoanplishment, o:f/participation w;1;.!_1~u;,:~;~.,-" 
no Zionist movement can long survive will be recaptured.~,.__..._,...,.,,, 

~~fcr- tc.,11.,.. 
We might call this a program for revitalizatior;r'lln I belie 

that there is increaaing pressure being brought on the Governmen~ tp 
rr. 

create such a program- for the Yishuv can no longer physically do withou 



the investments, t ·1e skills, the machinery, the funds, the men which 
' ,,., 'i~ " ecte o att act. ~.....,_1w.1i1....i1Uf.A~ thening 

ne.....11.1~1.a--w~MM1~a41l~IIMiliiiiM-at~~~~~...._~~frl1~..Q.liU..~~~~~ asingly 
( 

o,i.~~~9:'-t,1~~~---:~~~~~~il.~~W~UlJ~~l~e~_s~sWf~~ , her c..-.N l es g~ tuM u7rorsen . 

There is .a lesson for us in this situation also. Unless we 
begin to interest ourselves and our movement 1~ s t-ecific projeets such 

«T.JDe:-ttr1" ~~lltl-'-"'~ as say 1 1. he PEC, Cbalutziut, the ·rechnikon, the Zionist Housi- too mention 
only a few at random- we will find that the program of speeches, mass 

(. w n ,c.J,, L4, e-R.~ s t1 FF, <.1~.x , • '"" ~ ~ ~ 'T) meetings, and appeals f'or fundsf'w.; J; ~ot,,!~ufficient to ma1nt44n an 
appreciable level of interest- Our people need to become ~ncreasi ~1, 

Tu 1~ ~ \ , t. " "'- • personally envolved and attached;.-, interests need to be chanr elled ,. 
• towards specific projects from wh_· ch they co.n c er1 ve a bee 1 thy sen ... e of 

identification and accomplishment. a Q~P ~eopl e ~eea ~adiy 

merely 
to revivify an otherw · se dying. body. Israel can no longer get along 
without the successful undertaking 9f man,1 of these economic projects. ,...;,O--...J,>~ ~ ~._ ~ .- ~••Jll \,~+ '~~ W.2O In fact econ.omically her position : a even worse tben her 'politic 1 one. 
c"·pttal is scare, the cost of living high, the tradf· balance unfavorable, 
the income fro n funds used up with littl~ more. in sight- the emergency 

' "' . : meeting of erican Zionists lat moth, the unprecedented usteri}1 
~h,t..L n~-Att1~, , \.l~ ·~ Clttttt <...; &MrH T\,., jc,tJ A , ... , r,. I I program i~atitu<le lwat aantla wl\h ~~l.otb&s anil $H{f'IJSW:t1@11ing, the fall 

pt ,v j) V "4, € 11T of the ministry of Ben Gurion over this very issue show how dire the 
" problem has become. 

Such underwriting speci.fio Israeli 1nst1tutfo a wlll 
then 

-iB8H 

contribute mat&riallj t be atreiJftli.of t h• Y ahuv, eut 8ME 
· o,. ~ '1::lh... r a~ tti.JA• , J:r.. bAPo 1m,Q•ten• it will ~evitalize thew~ole ZO,,_It will Jle more tightly 

. 
the ties of common interest, the bonds which un i te .all Jews. It will 



be a step forward in fulfilling the full Zionfst propgram. After all 

the Zionism of Herzl and Nordau as well as that of Aohad ha Am was 
~e,,.~ (. ~ 4- L..,rr ,o,u -r 0 

never conceieved lllft tJ as a pecgroa tw •al H9 the 1 ssue of the Jewish 
T• •~ refugees. Ztonism was created ae a partial solution to the Jewish problem 

the problem of homelessness, of the incapacities of minority status, 

of the feelings of inferiority and dependence which this status breeds. 
~ . 

Zionism was to help the Je 1 regain his self ~•iae, infuse him -whether 

in the Diaspora of in Israel- with a positive pride in -the nature of 
I\ 1' ~ G ti-'-"- PA..•~R • ~ •FF ''-"-'~{.a W • 4V• 

the Jew_ish \ ay of life and the accomplishments of the Jewish people.A 

The crestion of the state was the catalys-cwwhich was to bring all this 
.,,.. -,:;a..a.· .,.,_ .,'4 '\<At t"t ..,g .n.,,. • 

· about. I, Herzl felt, would give wcrld Jewry an added sense of 
9' t1• .... ~ • -'411 .a. t &a.. -Q.. W. "'11,,/-.. • ~ ~ ~,,bl w$e -"6('tl4• 4..----f» -

security, a r:ew self confidence, a group pride- wh:t h would permit it 
~ 

- ...+- ✓ 
to overcome the c·orroding influences of tlleir environment • .,,:ca ~ ,..,.~,.. 

4..J-.,,,_;,.-.>U; .J-11,, ~ .1:,_ ........... rt, 4e:G;4 ~ -4•"' ,,, ..... cr,,e.. ... 10.:-. ,erd --1-· rs e ... ,,, g,_ 
~ How then would su9h a program orfact.ive interest in and re 

Isr1118lilinstitutions · helP. bri ng this about~ 

The of interconnections would have been 1 • reaaed- There 

woulc be a h t ighte1 d interest in things Israeli 

• "' new emerging lite of Pa ~ewry. That of life which we 

all ' hope will in time 

tone lone wanting in Jewish experienc 

and security, a normal 

we from our contacts will 
~~ ... I . , 

be ab le to adlnire, and admiring JJm sire to elfaiate the 

" tensions and strains of our group with anti­

semitism and 

be}avior- perhaps 

formulate a pattern 

catch the necessary spark 

human 

citizens who nburdened with the problems t living in foreign 

surroundin 

~= 
this will not come quickly, nor is it sure. 

«..cJ~ 
increase our personal contacts with t5;l.•~e Ie•a•li, that 

exten we have increased our ossibility of being personally influenced 
°" ~ .(.Aj. .. ~" ~ ~ ---· :d is new. emerg-ent culture1 by actively championing and building 

up her p9J1t3Qal, culturalm scAentifc and spiritual institutions.-_ 



. ; .. 

. g_ 

we have arrived then at the second and basic reason-for continuing 

our affiliation with and interest in the Zionist movement. It is 

because a democratic, economically sound, culturally productive Israel 
t:..., £~.Rd,awett,,...t, ••>• ~~ 
,i#\i give us all a sense of pride, a sense of accomplishment. It will 

11\-•S c; ,. 
help all of us get rid of our Selbshaus, 8WI- inferiority feelings -

born of our contini.Jing minority and dependent status. It will give"' 

a new sense of pride in our Jewish affiliations. It will help us become 

that all of us as to eads higher and to 

live a~ ¢ewe *•*1~ a Jewish, of life wi of a sense of 

shame anJ1apartness. W .... :#am tMr u.... "the · eoa:use of 
,, ,.. - I 




