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KENT STATE 
UNIVERSITY 

ldNf , 01110 44 240 

Rabbi Dan Silver 
The Temple 
University' Circle and Silver Park 
~evelarxi, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

PHILOSOPHY 
(216) 672-2315 

March 29, 19'71 

On the fourth of May, 19?0, shots were f'lred on our campus that were 
heard arowrl the world. Four students 1~ dead, a dozen others physically 
wowded, an:i untold others--here am elsewhere--were ani are psychically 
wourrled. 

The President or Kent State University, Robert I. White, has set aside 
the dates of May 1-4, 1971 as days of remembrance ard commitment. A 
sequence or events is being planned, the el:1max or which is to be a 
Memorial Service on May 4, between 11:JO-liJO, on the Commons--the time 
am place or the fateful event a year ago. Hopefhl.ly', it will be a 
solemn occasion as we commemorate the past, but also an occasion for 
joy as we dedicate ourselves to the future. We suspect that llha.t we do 
here at Kent State will be observed careihl.ly' by the rest ot the nation, 
particularly the youth whose investment in the .future is greatest. 

As Chairman of the Memorial Service Committee, I have been instructed by 
m:, conmd.ttee, composed mostly or students who comprise the Inter-religious 
Ministey at K.s.u., to invite you to participate in this Service. As you 
perhaps know, several or the dead am wouniad students ware or are or 
Jewish at.f.'11.iation. It is our desire, therefore. to include in our Semo• 
a representative of their religion. Among several considered, you have 
been selected as the most appropriate person tor this occasion. since you 
have seemingly identified yourself vi th the young and with the peace 
movement. Bob Cam, in particular, speaks highly or you. 

You would not be the only person on the program, or course, but you wo~d 
be a featured participant. Invitations have been extended to several 
others, including Jesse Jackson, Judy Collins, Rod McKuen, Pete Seeger, 
am Kingman Brewster: Brewster ani McKuen have already accepted. As is 
1rdicatad by the invitees, this will not be strictly a religious service. 
On the other ha?d, we are not reluctant to introduce the religious 
dimension. Probably, looal am campus minister• will have a place on 1:he 
program. 

We cannot ncnr promise you more than expenses, but an honorariua exceeding 
expenses is a possibility-. We trust you will give thl.• imitation your 
earnest consideration aid ad.Tise ua aa aoon aa poaaible of yo11r decision. 
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April 1, 1971 

Dr. Robert A. Dyal 
Asst. P1·ofessor of Philosophy 
l{cnt State University 
Kent, Ohio 44240 • 

Dear Dr. Dyal: 

I shall be pleased to be part of the l\1emorial 
Services on May 4th. It is my understanding that 
they will take place from 11:30 to 1:30 p. m. on the 
Comn,ons. It is my understanding, also, that 
you want me lo speak as a Rabbi and to deal 
spiritually rather than eulogistically with the day. 
You are obviously thinking of something in the range 
of from 8 to 10 rriinutes, or am I n1istaken? 

Sincerely, 

DJS:mgm Daniel Jeremy Silver 
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April 14, 1971 

Miss Cathy \Veill 
223 Metcalf Hall, Box 116 
Kent, Ohio 44243 

Dear Cathy: 

Thank you for your kind note of welcome to Kent. 
I am sure the Memorial Service will be a memorable one. 
I look forward o being a part of it. 

Please come up while I am there . I would love 
to have a chance to •pend a few minutes with you. 

Sincerely, 

DJS:mgm Daniel Jeremy Silver 

.. 
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Kent. S -ote - M y l~, 1971 

"Sl'I/ and st.illn . ,o . Looking do n the jode green Yaters, 

you see t,~ monot rs of' the deep plnyiog in the reef. Is this e 

reaoon to~ fraidt Do you feel safer vhen the waves bide wbat 

lies ben.cr,.\'1 the waters?" 
--Dag H mmarskoJold 

Why hav we ca.~ 

FollI' died a dftlf, auddently -- too young. We have come 1n respect to 

their memories. 

But have wc:Z Do el\ !b con"e '.1tiono.l sentimento hide deepgr, more 

I 

frightening truthot Moat; of us ,11d not know theee four. Had tbe~ not 

, died 1n the vh1 te glOI'e of nati ,.,nnl pu Uci ty, we would not nov ltnf?V their 

They- llTed -- yee! B\ t do tre knov why ·they Uvod, ubat tu 

aoulst 

d at their 

. 
They died -- yea. -Wore th,., mart.yrs who chose death de Uber te y to 

consecrate II cause! Were they fi ightant?d bystond re f tally d.rawn t o 

campus excitement? Were they in1ocento vho forget that guarie have gun 

and that power protects itooli" 11 th bulletsT Were they only peeaing by? 

I have come becnuee I wae ,4-Jked to• come. 

' 
to be consecrated by wo:..--do of ~ .th. 

Someone wonted this memorial 

But "Piou.o words do not e memorial 
' , 't.-,:, .. ' • 

. • 

. 

t 

make." No earthling eru1 , know ,,bst God is thinking~ about leaders who 
.......... .. ... ...... -•- ... 

• promioc "peace, r ace, ut whi• do not make pence," who ocnd e0ld1ere to W / 4-f 

oil.encc __ .those \lhO Cr, for an end to var anti. ·to hypOcrisy J!l_'fJJ/)/fJfj!,(/~Jf{(/;;i 1.Al 

1 

Qf" • consoling words being ope ken to thooe wbo su.ffered loas and wounds • 

. !T8ke heart. The winter is ~ast, springtime. hos come, the terror is ove r, 

~.l- . ,,, 

all vill be woll. Be comf•)rted their dco.tb etren~thcned many. I woon r 
' -;;;· 

if God does not amile ltno-.l lne;~ .. , resigned at ~t unothar classic imnge 
,I 

of h11m•o folly: '.1'be rigbteowa perish and no· one takes 1~ to heart • . 
I 

,: . ... 
• ,.J , 

,., 

• 
.. .. .... . 
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Legend tells that one dcy mo.n spoke to God. "Let un chonre about. You 

be man ond I will be God, Just for one day." God smiled gently onn asked !Il!1ll1 

"Aron't you afraid?" No, are youi" "Yeo, I am", God said. It is e sy to b~ 
I 

God, divine, but even God trer.:ibws to be hum.~ -- a lluman vbo mt1et contcmpl t 
·t,5 

tbmt this hour's s1gn1.ficance m.ay lie only in ~ batboa, 1 ta maudlin pooturing, 

1 ts cathsrt1c effect on our feara. 

Ask youree~ why Why were tb~y shot? Why th1a tr· gcdy? And liot(!n for 

an answer. Forget allijrtain answers, the \lords, the ol)'Zecheo, the~ too 

sure. You know how you and those like you can take ndV'8.tltage of the flood o~ 

I 
I 

feellngo that flowa so full. But. that is strategy not understanding. LiatP-n to 

7011r ai lence. Do not impoao yt>llr urgency on the::;e .fee 1,~ngo. For whom did thAt 

bell toll that day, but for~ 
I 

Ask ~l· Why did they die'l As I listened to the silence, I heard 

anot~her' o silence -- the voice, m:J.nor-keycd, of a psalm. The voice or enother 

lone l.y human puzzled by life 1 o vagorien: "Thon oough·~ I to underatan~. thi r , but 
' 

it vaa too hard for me." 

Why did they die'l I do not know. Men' a ways ere set in tolly. I only 

know that to some these d.estho b~came ~olic. Mnoy die every day, manv di.fl 

senselessly. Theeo · tour died to history. 

I wonder: did we need their deaths to shock u.o into wakefulneeaY 

Certainly, their deaths tore the laot shredo of A.~rican prid~. 
lTI 

We had accepted life ss violent -- but violence hoppened in Viet ~. 

We had accepted death as a statistic -- if the bodies counted were yellov. 

Soldiers fired at demonstrators, et the unwonted, the unwashed, the alien -- bttt 

not at ordinary, middle-cl&aa kids .llith middle-range ideas. 
I 

Here were frigbt~ned 

AmericRD youth throwing atoneo -- at frightened American ;youth. Here were 

• 

j 

• 
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frightened Amrican youth firing 11 ve bullets at fr:J.ghtened A100ri c on yo 1t h. 

Why the frightT We -- they -- were caught in the whirlw'"lnd. 

Was 1 t the whirlwind of' Viet No.o? Was it the wbirluind of l av ond 

order -- ot racial hate, ot property and privilege, or urb'an violence? Wac 

it the whirlwind of parents who do not ~aten to their children and children 

who cannot speak to their perontot I do not know. I know only what oth~ro 

have tound in this violence -- teer -- a dagger pointed st their souls --

a wnming against the present. 

Once we had a dre~. J\maric&J lmew 1taclt to be different -- blcanod. 

There WM enough tor everyone, an opan frontier, on abundant technology. We 

apoke feelingly ot equal justice and the An:erican promise .-- for each ~:1.n 

a share or a golden future. America tho beautiful. 

We opoke these words each Fourth of July. 
,t/t/,f childioh 

Th(! fourth of May to.ught the innocents thnt this draal8- was a/ fnntnay. 

History io not Ir-: c!~·rr liesdline about tho foll:I ~ . . ,: of others, but the dark 

scroll or our ow ott1pidity. 

But many hove not seen or chosen to see the pretension gap botw0cn 

dream word& und dren.ry reall ty _ In Ar,1ericn a reepectable msn goes to work 

in. an ottice which bas no blacks, eats qt a club which haB no Jews , liveo 
• + •T ~ • 

in a suburb which prohib~tc public honning, ncn~o hio children to o school 
I 1 

where they will meot thosc .Juot like th~moelwo, · gives a fev dollnrs t o 

charity and h1a TOte to t~ose who promioe lower tmces -- 0 Lcss help t o those ., 

• 

bums on weltare" -- and be is unhappy vi.th the tfar in Viet Nam b ccat c vc did 
, . . ..... ..... ......,..,. ...,....,.. ......... 

not win it. ---
Oh beautiful tor_ amoky skien, for endless littered s tree t a . Each goco 

Tho human lahdscapa 
' 

. ' 
----. -- ----- . 
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1o pockm rlr-:?d. w1. th ga_ n •· beth en the r ecs, between the genernt1ona, between )At1'{'5 of' 

eelf rigbtcou.a men. 

The rcopectn,le are shabby. Their children nee the hypocriAy of -l/1/5 

rcopectability but do no~ ace their own pooturings •- a cult of freodom which 

• is little more thon rm cxcuoc for S.nd.ulgence, a passion f'or chcnge it it io 

' 

excj.t1ng and there arc ot""ers milling arou.nd, a cont~mpt for hiotory vbich dooms 

the contemptt: oua -· and th(}ir oociety •· to re].1 ve bistocy' B grimmar timco, a 

childieh dea1re for inotant gt1otification ond 1nstanj; poli tieal achiewmc?nt, and 
tSf o,vG tlrN • . • . 

o thirot f.or crucL<le it' it> bas otyle .. - d.rivA8 to the revolution in hPAJ.fa-Romeo. 
f 

Hiatory h !l cauctbt up w.f.th us. Wa ere not different. We Qre inconatont, 

instinct-ridden worldlingo, pompous in our pratcn iona, who dcclore our prl.vilege 

righwous and occaaionaliv cng~ge in Gelocti~ outrage. 

Hiotory has cnugh·t. up uri th ua nnd s1 ve,/ ua little reenon to be confident 

about man• s cap city to nort out hts priori tioo, to oet sanoi ti vi ty over Am

bition, to sot n mom~nt of human s~oce ngm.not a life time or calculation. 

History records :iny Ma:, 4ths.-• Right doeo not inevitably triuntpb 

ovar might -- and migbt. often procloit'\S 1tselt to be right. 

Hiotory does mllke cynics of us all. History is dark, and the only 

light we carry is 1n our noul -- a small dim tla8' which says -- yea, 

You can, 

You must} 

"'Toes oo about, but you vi 11 not beet ma. 

Bruloo me, but you will not turn me into a benst. 

Confuse me, but I vill hold teat to 'll(f conviction that every humnn 

li fv i nn cred, thnt in ea~h there is a decency which can respond. 

... . 
l ,-. . 

• 

. . . ·-

I • • 
.. . 
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A voice c llo by: 11 Yot, m1.:u1t!" 
l•.inc-c wh~t? O vo~.c , e ;:pl in! 
I o.ct _ tl of ~n ancnror., I hear thnt voice again. 

I 'vc lmoi,.,n them oll my life, 
The caller and the coll. 

It crieo: "You : M~:tot, You Must0 

.At.-id only nod csu t~ll 
Whether Muot 1e my rcd~mption 
or Muot will b '. y bell. 

(H. Le~clt) 

I knot, that to lovt? is to loae, that to live 1s to be bruised. To bo 

t,l,J.e to find the deep oource or Joy, of J..augl'rter in oursclveo, thnt'o th~ tezt. To 

be abw to rccj?ond to the t:o.1.:'~1Jth tbQt t~mper.'.l the chill, the duty that clai. 'J the 
I 

sau.l. I call it God, somo call it atnad.1.ncoo, others gr.rtce. c,:111 it as you. irl.11. 

If yota have it, you con puoh on vithout puahing other11 out of your way. 

I nm only 011e, but falth so.ya to ne, to onch ot us, yot.1. ara the on : 

ncara, tl1cugh mrmy be co,llcuaed.. In otU• hcedlcsa vorld f'eel b1.1rt for Mothc1 ' a 

pa1n11 work. :for nnotb.er.' ~ j:.mt1cc 0 .0,1 yot.,r oim, rn~:lntnin reaoon when the mob howln 

var ~o.ccfull.y for pence.\\ 
' 

Live for yo1..,r soul -- not for yot\r oelf. Thor.e i.s no gonl, tbern) a re 

no guidelines, but thc1-e :ts gentleneao and geotlnesa. There in no certainty, but 

·there is cl1allenee. I think ot'tcn of ,,bot God said to Abrnhem: "Leave your 

hounc, your roota, rour cu.stOJt~y t1QYa, set ou•i~." "l-lhera shall I go?" Abr 11:. 

tinlted. "Go: On the ua;r ~ you wi 11 bG shown tho way. I<em~;:nber only: • b~ &l\ft ;/'B n 

blessing." 

"Moy their memor,J be for 11 bl.easing." 
! 

• 

Rabbi Daniel JeroEY Silver 
The Temple 

. . 

'I, 



OPEN KENT. 
RALLY • TUESDAY ,MAY 4th 1: 00 FRONT CAI'JfPUS 

MAY 4, 1919: 5,000 students in Peking rally in 
protest of the betrayal of the young Republic 
of China by the '1democratic powers at Ver
sailles, their protest sparking a mass move
ment which ultimately led to the founding of 
the People's Republic of China. 

MAY 4, 1970: Thirteen students shot, four killed, 
in Kent, protesting the expansion of the Indo
chinese war. The national student stike which 
resulted was critical in getting the U. S . out 
of Camh ciia by June JOth. 

MAY 4, 1971: The war cor.tinues. The fo1ces 
of repression are tightening their grasp . 
Here at Kent the Trustees,- through the adm.i n
istration, have restricted free speech and 
assembly beyond the aJ 1:e~rly n::n:.L·uw 'b01u 1rlRries 
of g·acan.emic frePrlorn". 

Our campus is hearing a lot these days about uKeep Kent 
Open\Q. The reality is that Kent is not uopenH now, and never 
has been. Since the shootings last year the Ohio Legislature 
has enacted H.B. 1219, granting arbitrary and unconstitutional 
powers of suspension for 'disruptors'~, without conviction on 
any criminal charge. The system of passes and validated I.D.'s 
is desjgned to close Kent to uour family'". The University has 
l'ailed to protest the attacks of the Grand Jury and its indict 
ments. Even before last year the campus was patrolled by armed 
men, many more now than then. Kent is an occupied campus. l e 

are here to be fitted into a system which destroys lives and 
whole cultures in the pursuit of its corporate interests. 
''Step out of line,the man come and take you a-way.'· 

'l1lt8 speakere ban for May 1-4 is only the latest of these 
~huses, Lu.t it puts into focus the whole trend of our campus, 
indeed our country. As Dr. Sites, of the sociology department, 
said, critical rights go unnoticed in ordinary times. But if 
they ar8 reoLrjcLerJ in times of crisis, they lose all signifi
cance. For it is in times of crisis that all voices must be 
heard. 

Therefore, we are going to break the speakers ban. \iTe will 
be sponsoring a rally on front campus at 1:00 Tuesday, right after 
the_MernoriA.l Servlce. Off campus speakers, Tim Butz of Vets 
Aga 1.nst the V✓ar and Mark T,ane and others, will speak outside. 
We feel this action is a part of our remembrance of Sandy and 
Bill and Jeff and AlljRon. They were killed as a result of anti
war protest. To carry on the movement is a living memorial, and 
one which can serve to change thA RysLern that led

0

to their deaths. 
(over, please) 
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May 5, 1971 

Dr. Robert A. Dyal 
As slstant Profe aaor or Phllo■opby 
Kent Sate Unlveralty 
Kent, Chlo 44240 

Dear Dr. Dyal: 

I was very moved by yesterday'• service. It 
was a prlvllerre to be part or lt. My expenses 
to Kent were mlnlmal -- $5. 00 ou"ht to cover 
the lot. 

Wlth all r,ood luck to you and the Unlveralty, 
I remaln, 

Slncerely, 

Danlel Jeremy Sliver 

DJS:mld 

' ~ 
,· : , I J~ ~r. '·t 

f ; I 

. 

.. 

\ 
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This action constitutes civil disobedience. By violating 
this ban we hope to challenge the constitutionality of the 
Trustees action. This will be the first step of a campaign t o 
nopen Kent' · . We want the injunction on the old sds leaders 
lifted, 1219 repealed, the passes system abolished, the police 
disarmed, undercover agents barred from campus, a condemnation 
of the 25 indictments, and a real commitment to creating an 

I 

open community. 

The planned rally is separate from other acts of non
violent civil disobedience v,hich may or may not follow it. At 
tendance at this rally in no way ex.po~cir-o n1 ,.-,~()n ~ J ,) : ,nn p <~n .. ; ; . ~; , . ~, . 

arrest. 

RALLY TUE SDAY, MAY 4th 1:00 FRO NT CAT:II'US 

Tim Butz Vietnam Veteran, now organizin& with Vietnnm 
Veterans Against the \/ar, fo rmer ICSU stncl P. 11t • 

Mark Lane Prominent author and anti-war sp0aker , Civil 
Rights lawyer. 

Bar~qr ~ Da n A Blues singer for twenty-five years, spent the 
lRst three years organizing G,I.'s, was at 
Ber-1:eley during the .Pree Speech Movement., active 
in i:fjsRi Pr i.ppi with the a r ly civil rights move
ment. 

, · . . .. " !:, .:r •• ,,, \ ~-v Quaker activist, Friends Peace Cammi ttee, a 
()n ~ j k ~ r ~ ~ t: i on -~ r on p • 

P/\T,T,Y 1:00 FRONT CA !fPUS 



A Division of Columbia Broadcasting System, Inc. 
524 West 57 Street 
New York. New York 10019 
(212) 765-4321 

Dear Dan: 

It was awfully good seeing you on the 
Cronkite News last night at Kent State, 
and hearing what you had to say. 

::i rs: 
TON BENJAMIN 

Senior Executive Producer 

Rabbi Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 

May 5, 1971 

I . 
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McDowell Hall ox 12 
Kent, Ohio 44283 
May S, 1971 

~.Rabbi Daniel J. Silver 
2 ul Weybrid~1 e Rd. 
Shaker Hei~hts, Ohio 44135 

Dear Ra t)bi Silver 

I wish to thank you for the very inspi rational message that 
you gave at the Memorial Service yesterday here at Kent State. 

Several of the Graduate Counselors here in McDowell Hall 
have discussed what we could remember of the speech· and we 
woul d l i ke to know if y ou would forward or send us a copy of 
your mes sage . 

Thank you very much for your part in the pro, ram and if it 
is available a copy of the talk . 

cerely, / , 

')/ , /Ytt' J C 

I James E. Holcomb 
Graduate Counselor 
1 cDowell Hall -----
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ray 6, 1971 

Dear Rabbi Silver, 

Here is the poem I promised to send . I was proud to be 
on the platform with you . If you have a chance, I would 
love to have a copy of your speech, which to me was the 
inspiration of the afternoon . 

Sincerely, 

~-

MagglPr;:ck 
KSU Theatre Box Of ice 
Kent, Ohio 44242 

.. 
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Rev. Jesse Jackson 
Dr. I<ing 1s Workshop 

May lZ, 1971 

SCLC Operation Bread Basket 
Chicago, .Illinois 60620 

Dear Rev. Jackson: 

It was a privilege to share the Memorial Services 
with you at Kent State University. 

As per your request I am enclosing a copy of my 
remake on that occasion. 

I hope we will have a chance to talk again in the 
near future. 

DJS:mgm 
Encls. 

Sincerely, 

Eaniel Jeremy Silver 
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Dr. Lee Rubinstein 
5 Severance Circle 

-Iay 12, 1971 

Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118 

Dear Lee: 

I an most grateful to you for yo~kind note of 
which I am deeply appreciative. It was a moving occa
sion and I was pleased that I could be a part of it. I 
appreciate your taking thetime to write. 

Sincerely, 

DJS:mgm Daniel Jeremy Silver 

-,. 
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May l O, 1971 

Mr. Burton Benjamin 
Senlor F;xecutive Producer 
CBS News 
524 \Vest 5 7 Street 
New York, New York 10019 

Dear Ben: 

Thanks for your note on the Kent State lecture. 
It vvas an interestin,., experience. 

I remember wlth pleasur-c our lunch of a year 
&fYO and wonder lf the pro"ram on the history of 
Jewish Jerusalem ever evolved. 1-Jope we can do 
it ar,aln. 

Since rely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mld 

' ~ ~· : , I "·r ·.~ 
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Miss aggie Brock 
en t tate niversity 

Theat re ox Office 
ent , hio 44242 

Dear aggie: 

ay 12, 1971 

Thank y,u for sending me th copy of Yetushenkov' s 
poem. I am returning the favor by sending you a copy of 
my words at Kent S ate. I hope so e day we will lave 
tin-ie to do more than shake hands . 

D JS:mgm 
Encla. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

.. ., 
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May 12, 1971 

Mias Karen Fine 
3776 Hillbrook Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 44118 

Dear Karen: 

Thank you for your note. I am pleased that 
you were able to handle the understandably confused 
feelings about May 4th. 

It wae good seeing you and I hope to aee you 
again soon. 

Sincerely, 

DJS:mgm Daniel Jeremy Silver 

... 




