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COMMITTEE 

General Chairman 

Allen H. Frost - Cleveland 

Assi tant General Chairmen 

Clarence D. Evans - Cleveland 
Harold Busch - Cleveland 

Vice Chairmen 

Jack Hobbs - Akron 
Barnett (Buck) Segelin - Cleveland 
Charles Frankhouser - Kent 
Fred Grimes - Mansfield 

Finance 

Evan J. Evans - Cleveland 

Information 

Ervin R. Geib - Cleveland 

Registration 

Harold Busch - Cleveland 

Program 

Dr. Ray C. Allen - Mansfield 

Hospitality 

David M. Ussher - Cleveland 

Entertainment 

M. W. (Biff) Staples - Kent 

Transportation 

Edward lobser 

Ladies 

Mrs. R. l. Ross - Akron 

Secretary 

Phil Meyer - Cleveland 

Treasurer 

Ronald F. Louer - Cleveland 

1958 CONVENTION 

HOTEL CLEVELAND CLEVELAND 13, OHIO 

April 22, 1958 

Rabbi Daniel J . Silver 
The Temple 
Anset Road & 105 th Street 
Cleveland Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

The 1958 Conve tion Committee of the 
Men's Garden Clubs of America i pleased 
to confirm Arnold Davis' invitation to you 
to be the speaker at our banquet Augu t 
21 t , 1958 at 7 P.M. in the Hotel Cleve­
land Ball Room e hope Mrs. Silver and 
you can be with us 

AHF/gj 

Sincerely, 

dt:tu✓~-
• •, 

Allen H. Frost 
General Chairman 

/ 

HOST CLUBS: AKRON .... CLEVELAND .... KENT .... MANSFIELD 



Mr. Allen H. Froat 
Men's Garden Clubs ot America 
Hotel Clneland 
Cleveland 13, Ohio 

Dear r. Froats 

April 29, 19S8 

. . . 

It will be a pleasure to speak to the en's Garden Clubs 
ot America on Augus.t 21, 19$8. I am looking tarvard to 
being vi.th you at that time. I will be happj\ to accept 
u hanorarium whatever you haw ouetaiiiarily giftn to , 
yaur speaker•. 

With warmest personal regards, I remain 

Cordially youra, 

DANIEL JEREMY SILVER 

DJS1lg 



COMM ITTEE 

General Chairman 

Allen H. Frost - Cleveland 

Assistant General Chairmen 

Clarence D. Evans - Cleveland 
Harold Busch - Cleveland 

Vice Chairmen 

Jack Hobbs - Akron 
Barnett (Buck) Segelin - Cleveland 
Charles Frankhouser - Kent 
Fred Grimes - Mansfield 

Finance 

Evan J. Evans - Cleveland 

In formation 

Ervin R. Geib - Cleveland 

Registration 

Harold Busch -= Cleveland 

Program 

Dr. Ray C. Allen - Mansfield 

Hospitality 

David M. Ussher - Cleveland 

Entertainment 

M. W. (Biff) Staples - Kent 

Transportation 

Edward Lobser 

Ladies 

Mrs. R. L. Ross - Akron 

Secretary 

Phil Meyer - Cleveland 

Treasurer 

Ronald F. Lauer - Cleveland 

1958 CONVENTION 

HOTEL CLEVELAND CLEVELAND 13, OHIO 

September 2, 1958 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy ilver 
The Temple 
East 105th. Street & Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

I want to personally thank you for the 
wonderful thought provoking talk you delivered 
at the convention banquet of the en's Garden 
Clubs of America at the Hotel Cleveland Thurs­
day evening August 21st. 

The reaction of the audience was evidenced 
in their continuous applause which did not end 
until you acknowledged it the second time. Their 
action is more vivid and more eloquent than any 
words I could write. 

Enclosed is a token of our appreciation. 

AHF/gj 

Allen H. Frost 
General Chairman 
1958 Convention Committee 

HOST CLUBS: AKRON .... CLEVELAND .... KENT .... MANSFIELD 
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ot a d~at-d.og materialistic civUisation. Be saw about him a people which had 

tor■aken ancient religious covenants and moved by urbane aophiaticaticn. They 
. 

. . 
c&11e, it vas true, still to the temple, but did not live b7 the principles which 

t* mouthed within those sacred precincts. He aav about him, in other words, a 

people corrupt frcn vi thin, and he recognized a truth ot history - that/ a nation 

ia n.ore often destroyed trom vithin, by ita own debasement, by the sapping of the 

vital, Yirile virtue and character ot a people, than it is overthrown by forces 

from the outside. Re wac p ,.,._ slit;. And ao tl 10 are there otllea, e■amples 
<r 

o(. tb• cw: a eilneaa of Ida obae1, nicm i11 M.Rec, • We have only to think ot the 

great .-pire ot Rome. Rene mowd by the military- courage and streni'th of a Caesar, 

• by the civic ~tue and civic pri.de ot a Cicero, by the moral integrity and moral 

tire of a Cato, the &iJlall Roman oit~tate, under great leaders, moved out and 

conquered the whole lcnovn wor;tct anc! brought ~ace and justice to that world. And 

b tcrest and desert th, Mongol, uncial. When 
...... 

owenr, c~~ed Hi G!UJ 11&14.l. T~ conquered 

~ ot these ancient grea , but i. Rome which vaa a •hell, a feeble 

ahadov of ita lormm- aelt, a 101118 which had bean debased by too much prosperity, a 

l1ane wo• patrioian class had forgotten that nobles• oblige, that status mearus 
~er and • 

/•ore •~ot duty and obligation and lived a lite ot indol.enoe, a lite of carelesan••• 

and care!'J: aane••• a Rene brutalised ahd dehuunizod by' slaver,, a Rane of bread and 
• Mnaual 

circuae■, of theatres and erotic literature and the violence ot the 

gladiatorial gaes. A Rome which socially and econcnically- and morally: was corrupt, 

and being corrupt, beitber the will nar :the atrengt)l nor the cour~e nor the 

viaian to ach1.ff8 dell:veranoe tram a tav ill-clothed and ill-armed am Ul-haraed 

namacHo warriors that threatened the boundary. .l Oaellic French priest ot the 

.ntth cent\11'7, Sal.vian, wrote llhat ie probably the most tit epitaph tor thia treat 

oivilisatim. Re wrote in hi• history of bia dq, "Rcme 1\.f ,O ~Jr'-' R £, ~ I D ET-



• 

... . 

lome is dpr)g, but it ia laugtdni. ll1 that is lett of the grandeur of ·Rome is a 
~.,.t flee c.. .-..; ..,,..,.••• fl••nee b,m.,, Q:.-,.;,,,...~ ..:al.\-~ 

neurotic gigg+e, ~, • •,ea, dnntrn•et•- at the• I idiGe dfClliaatilon•. What WU 

true of Rane vas true also of the p-eat Spanish empire~ the middle ages, ot the 

Byzantine empire of the s•e dq, and of the vast Manchu empire of China. These 

nations grew old from within. They deoqed, t~ rotted before the:, wre over­

thrown l>1 outside enlliiea. They deoqed because the virility, the virtue, the 
, 

sense of purpose, the sense ot the proper on which they had been built vaa no 

longer theirs. Their people were no lo~r will:lng er able to plan tar their 

delinrance and to auocMd with these plans. Hov I mention these obaervations flt-
. . 

Jer911e; snal ., , ...... , ad of' world hist01'7 becau~,~rangeq, C011P9tent obaervera 

ot the American scene have begun to s~ak of a corruption of character which nner 
. . 

. 
:-at=1Pt11""'11!"11"11~~ m....,~• ag■iR to l 1 w u..prigl)~, 

aora3J.f.. aid o:tt•tt&ly. The canpetent long-time colwmiat and wri~r, Mr. Walter 
~ - ~(1,-t c. 9. •"'"' ct • 

Lipman,· in a nationally syndicated artiale tb11::P••it weak ht Look magazine, spoke 

of the ~erican people as •tat, t~id and indulgent•. He vcmdered aloud where 

-baa gone the strict, Puritanical mor~ty: of our ~cestora and the courage ot our 

picne~ frontier toretathera. Be. von&tred where had gone our ••nse of civic 

duty-. We no longer rea]J7 caraclabout voting, mam., ot us. Most ot ua no longer 

gaw of our time to ci vie attaira. It 1s as it we were 1n a stage ot •mole• 11 ving, 

each and every tadq um.t,ll■ e•ww self-contained, buries itself' in the ground for 

its own needs, its own ~oblems, and concerns itself' not one vhit Vi.th :the man1.told 

stresses and atrains vhich are disturbing the .American scene as w mOff into the 

AtCllic Age. As might be imagined, Mr. Lipman was not sanguine u to the .future ot 

an America atMped in tatneaa, torpidity~ and indolence. And he vu joined in this 



obserntian by Mr. Mu Lerner, tanoua tor his biting politioal columna in the 

thirties and tcrties and now professor ot Aaerioan Civilisation at Brandei• 

University. Mr. Lerner hu just completed a voluminous work in which be bu 

tried to ~ the American civilisation 1n mid-cent11?7. Be has a great deal to 

sq about our strength, about our achienMnta. But he also speaks about the 

"Bysantine trend in American living", and~ this he means a new trend ton.rd& 

selt-indulge~ce, pleasure. seeking, hedonistic, a trend not cmcerned with oi'Vio 

duty, social nrtue, personal maralit7, but a trend which is concerned~ with 

the acquisition ot new luxuries, new erotic experiences. Be speaks of the break­

•mm ot the t aa:t.]i ties. Be speaks or the spread or crimes ot violence and ot 
. 

adult crillinality and ot juvenile de~uen07. Be speaks of the growing problems 

or al~ol.i~ ~ or drug addiction. Be speika ot the tact that one out ot every 

ten Americana - adult Americana - will be sufticientl.1' mentally ill'du.ri.,ng the 

their lifetimes to van italf1a e speaks ot the tact that 
' . ti. dmo.t fifty percent of the first tvo million ya\µlg American Jll8D who presented ~ _.,A 

~ thaa881Tea 1n World War II for iriductim into the service were tound to be phyaioaJ 11' ~ 
or 11entally: unfit far that service. Be apeake ot a moral int.negnua a:l.ating in 

America tod~. Be feels that all the traditional. moral obligationa, the do'a and 

the don1ta of the Ten C0mlllm.dlllent■ ,ba"f9 been watered dawn, raticnili.Nd &V&J', ,aycho-· 

and have dia8PP'ared, and 1n their place there i■ a IIOrU chaos in 
. .. 

vhfoh our young peoph grOld.■1 up b7: experilientaticn and by ••lt-iridulpnce and do 

not alv,q1 understand the way of strength u oppo■ed to the vay- ot ve~as. And 

Mr. r..rn.~• and Mr. Li~n ar.e joined \J, the Proteaaor Z1naritua of the Department of ' • . 
Sociology at Harvard Urdwraity, Dr. Pet.rim Sorok:!n, vho just tut year observed 

vbat hi c•lrJ" ti. •progrea■ive NX\iallsation ot our Ainarican aal.ture•. Be spolte 
.... 6t 

ot the facts that our ,_,, media ot cCllllliUDication -/the radio, the telev.S.aion, bollkf, 

and the lleffl.ea, had become me mass ot erotica, of sensual literature, and he 

observed that areatinty 1n America, viril1V in Aaerioa, •ntal heal.th in America 
J 



all that w hold precious and dear, has been undermined ~ a culture which is 

attuned to self-indulgence rather than to 1411£-aacritice. And theH men wre ~,c:t 
4.. ·-~=; 4·•· :,.,.~.., .. ·---,-,-. •• '"" yfltal7dq joined by a column ~ .~ ... w ii§ havi 1 lid in our Cl&teW P111n 

DGs3e1 ts; 151■ 11i1,s 1 1.Jt Mr. Phillip Porter, in vhioh he observed, and I should like 

to quote a bita •A cmaiderable lather ia being stirred up these days about ~ 

we're not training our 7QU11g in pure science, how ~ have lost our idealistic 

bearings and have gone tar the 1tast buck', how a lot of kids get into trouble 
. I 

. 
when too 701µ1g, how others go on to college with only the thought ot extending 

their adolescence. I believe. that these waariea are all relaM<l. Lateq I've read 

acne startling news items which l?7 th911laelvea didn't seam so jolting, but when read 

t~ther JUde me sit up and think, arid steam. ror instance, in last Sunday's paper 
• 

lugene Gilbert, the expert youth surveyor, reported that, tirst, nearly half the 

young folks today believe that wire•t~ping is ox, and second, that one out of three 
. 

believe a central government agen~ aught to a, cmic books, plqa, 
. . 

radio, ~V and nevapapers ~ enn dreu. In a recent issue of Editor and Publi•her, 

a ■ampling ot opinion fraa students at Purdue Uiiiversity revealeda 83% approved 

wire-tappingJ &:>% favored cenaarshipJ ~8% saw no harm in the third d•o••J 50% vere .. 

ready to dispense with the freedom of the pres&J 25% would p-ant police the right ~ 

to search vith011t varrantJ 1.3% wcw.d restrict P1' lav religirua belief and worship • .. 
Gilbert also tound, 1ri an article in Look maguine, that young voters just turned ' .' . • 

. 
twenty-one didn't know and c!idn 1t care whom they'd have voted tor in the last 

, 

• 
Presidential. election111 ~ two out flt five aaid they'd have bothered to have 

voted at all. Translated, this means that our younger generation, whcm we are 

counting on to make thia a better coun~, and, anong other things, to ward ott the 

Russian Camnmniat dictatorahip, _are in a mental mood where they•ve ilre&ey accepted 

the prinai~• and truaevt,rk ot dictatorship. Either thq don't understand the 

freedom• on which this count17 was built 175 years ago, er thq1va alre~ waived 

th•. How cane? and how cme not enough kids are choosing a lite of. research, on 

• 

• 

• 

'· . 
. , 



-8-

~ science? and how come there ia a feeling that tar too M$DY gifted children 

are not educated up to their capacity, regardless of their econmid.c status? I haw 

a thear71 it's because th• parents haven't raised them v:tth a senae ot responsibility 

to the cCRU1tey, and to the hwaan race. The parents have lost their v..,-a if the kids 

find theirs, it vill be a miracle. Most kids in spite ot their typical bravado, 

vant to succeed and want to have their parents :prQUd ot then. But haw oan they 

achieve this pride when the parents have none themselves, vhe~ thq worship the 

dollar, when th~ do not emphasise at an early age the aacri.tioes necess&17 to 

succeed in the arts, sciences and protessims, when thq do not stimulate a thirst 

tor knowledge. Right nov, as a nation va•re just •atartirig to think about this, and 

hov we got that way. We've vorshipped·,pa119r stearlng, the movie boaan, the F••aure 

cooker and the 21-inch screen instead of the PB.D • • __ ,_ a ,.~ <iaiktitera mi~· 

be learning Jt,,-~at1ng, t"lletwt ,!J.diir a, ni~ o a Iii~ o.l...., -~-
' t,I / j/ • L- ~.Jr~l4!~ • ~ &?, 

virus, the discovery ot,,;mioh might s me dq ~ cancer• . 

I have choeen these ton- repona because ot tram proteas~ anal 

moraliata, tran the preachers ·.--irters or tur ---, but from hard-headed news-. . 

paper people, from anaqtic university professors, who religioualj" and mcraUy have 

no axe to grind, but llho are prot~ shalm~ and disturbed l>i the materialistic, 

acquiaiti:ve, amoral nature of much ot our present dl\r American civilisatiOD. And 

w must aak, with them, same sober and serious queaticns. What ia the future ot a 

coant17 which in the ten zeara betaen 1947 and 19$'7 spent near~ tive hundred 
. 

b1JJ1ona ot dollars on itaelt, on alcohol, on jewelry, on tobaoo_o, on drugs, on 

recreation, and less than t11'ty.◄ight 1'1Jlions ot dollar• an allot its educational 

prograaa, on allot its religi,oua prograa, on all dt it• 1ooial. justice and social 

wltare prosr••• and allot it1 medical and acientifio re•earoh. Lesa than one-
. 

tenth of the 11101197 with which ve indulged our•elft• vu spent en ~grams to improve 

ourselftli. What is the tuture of a coun~ which 1a so lax u to ita tand]i tie• & 
arid standards ot sexual morality' that me out ot ever, three marriages contracted 

p 
• 

. end in di at"N? \What 1a the future o? a, oounU7 an tli91ve w11Ucm cl the tor~- {P. 



aeven million 7~ peqple below the age ot seventeen nov lin in hCll8a which are 

ei~es- br.oken tr cal'ltrolled bz: other• than both their ~nta? One out of ner,­

tour children ia today being raised in a broken hClle. What ia the tuture ot a • ---~- '1 
coantry- vhioh has so ~d itHlt in erotic llt;rature, shoat-em-up movies and -, 

television progr111s, that crimes of violence ancm,g our teen..age people have in-
. . 

creased a thousand percent in ten year• and among our adult population two hundred 

percent in the aae period or time? What ia the future ot our cauntry vhere the 

author or the "Studs Lanigan" Trilogy which so shocked our people thirty yeara ago 

was JaO'V8d to obsen-e in a national m~uine just last waek that the delinquency 

-ahown by Studs Lenigan in the Chioyo alwu at h11 dq seemed alaoat •an•, normal 

-
and law-abiding behaviour vhen 0<11pared with the aad:Jsm and the •••oohift and the 

wanton deetructiveneaa of juvenile gangsterism todq. What ie the future ot a 

cmntn- where the standards or ~raonal integrity have tended to be rubbed thin, 
~ ~ -

10 that it is not so 1llUcja whether ve abide by science, but whether we 
-

. . 
seElll to be proud ot ue. low I tiave overpainted tlie picture. I have done ao 

purposeq. I think~ft ia time that ve, u Americana, valce up, and are shocked out 
. 

. 
ot our ao~al indolence, and became conspicuously, conaoiou•~, vital.:cy', crucially 

anre of .one basic taot - that unless ve live~ standards, by high standards of 

•~&onal. intem.g and oCllll.it these standards to our children, to our neighbors, 
. 

to our canmunity and to oar oountey, unleaa we learn to lin aa human beings 

rather than as hi~ sexualized and brutil.1sed animal•, the very democracy, ti. 
' 

. wry ~ ot lite, the leisure, the standards ot 11 v.lng which w are •••king to 

protect · ft-an Rwud:an :S mper:lal.in will deoay trcn within mere euily than thly vill 

~ destroyed traa vith011t. ill the bill:lona upon b~lliona of dollars which ve are 

apenc.Hng tor national defense are not worth a single nickel unleea u a people we 

tia'ft :lnweted the tiJAe, the effort, the duty, the rean>onaibility, the'1'11111ft 

protect, to encourag,, to extend the va, of lite and the standard• of .r,..edaa, 
• 
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• 

The prophet Jereiliah knn the annar, u he knew the ciu.ation. He counaelled 

and their Ood, 

not that he would bring riticea to the Temple, but that v~d abide by the 

strict ataridarda of the Ten VVllll! ... ammenta, that in h1a e he vould live 

b7 standards vort}v ot a , 

staridarda of ld.ndlinesa, standard• or ..&....IL&,. .... 

would again re r that the ble• 

ponaibilitie1 of living as a di 

' 

ot justice, standard• of merw, 

darda ot generosity., that he 

--~ in a tree nation imply the res-

---- i1 our reapon1ibill ty'. The 

age ot moral indifference, ch has brought us only t tranqu~ll:1sin:1 pills, 

neurotic headaches, a great deal of huaan unhappinea1 - e iriditterence ot 

thi1 age must be ou.ght to an end. We must bring our personal 

strength. Each ot us in hia own ~ must contribute creativeq, 

thr 

and tlie fttau11111 of our Anierican dream. rortuna~ America 1• not so anmk in 

its own wakn•••• that :this is altogether illpoaaibla. But the danger signs are 

there. We have not yet CCllle to the point of no return. But I t~ believe that 

each and eve~ one of 
. 

that though 1ome ot us ••• to think that • are near the Mridian ot our civili-
, 

satim, that the decay; ot OQr American drea mq 7't be at hand, that more ot ua -
' 

will realize that ve have not yet heard the cock crow or -n them~ atar, 

and that an America ot i,,aoe, proaper1't7, can yet breed a citise1117 vhich 1a 

strong, filled with rl■ian and n.rtu:e and virillty. 




