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MUrray Hill 8-7 530 

THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF CHRISTIANS AND JEWS, Inc. 

Office of the 

Executive Vice President 

Rabbi Daniel Silver 
The Temple 
Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

July ll, 1958 

For some time we have been desirous of having you 
become active and identified with the work of the National 
Conference. As you lmow, your father has for many years 
been one of our foremost friends and spokesmen. 

The annual neeting of our Board of Directcrs takes 
place each year on November 10-11. Attendance at the 
sessions this year is to be limited to members of the Board. 
However, proxies are authorized and often there are board 
members from the Middle West and other sections, who are 
not able to attend. I am wondering if perhaps we might pre­
vail on you to serve in such a capacity in Novenber? Please 
let me hear fran you at your convenience. You would be helP­
ful, I am sure, in various ways. 

SWB:cm 

CordjaJJy yours, 

h- £-r,v.>-"'---
er1 • w. Brown 

Executive Vice-President 

BUILDING FOR BROTHERHOOD 

-43 WEST 57TH STREET• NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 



• 

July 14, 19SB 

Mr. Sterling w. Brown ~ / 
Executi w Vice-President ]?--
The National Conterenoe ot Christ18Ps and Jew, Inc. 
43 West S7th treat 

ew York 19, H. Y. 

Dear Mr. Brown: 

It will be a pleasure to attend tho m ting of your Board 
ot Directors on November loth and 11th. I am most eager to 
be helpful to the National Conterenoa in arr., way poasiblc. 

Cordially ycurs, 

DJSslg 



MUrray Hill 8-7 530 

THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF CHRISTIANS AND JEWS, Inc. 

Office of the 

Executive Vice President October 23, 1958 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
Associate Rabbi 
The Temple 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

My Dear Rabbi Silver: 

In accordance with my earlier invitation for you 
to take some part in our Annual Meetings, we would 
like to extend to you a cordial invitation to be 
our guest at the Brotherhood dinner, Grand Ball­
room of the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel on November 11, 
and to pronounce the benediction. 

As you may know we shall be honoring on that 
occasion a wonderful friend of the Conference 
Ambassador James D. Zellerbach. 

SWB:lc 

cc: Mr. A. M. Luntz 
President 

Cordially, 

d~ /G ( 
1:e; liI)g W. Brown 

I 

cc: Dr. James Eagan 
Robert Beda 

Luntz Iron and Steel Company 
1372 Hanna Building 
Cleveland 15, Ohio 

BUILDING FOR BROTHERHOOD 

43 WEST 57TH STREET• NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 



October 27, 19S8 

Mr. Sterling w. Brown 
The llational Cmference of Christians and Jews 
bJ Weat $7th Street 
. av York 19, New York 

1-ar 1r. Brow: 

It vill be a pleasure to be with you during your 
National Conterenoe Noftlllber meetings and I shall be pleased 
to pronounce the benediction at th dinner on November 11th. 

DJS1lg 

With warmest personal re ard ·, I remain 

Cordially yrurs, 

D TTI'L JraEMY SILVER 



INTERNATIONAL PAPER COMPANY 

JOHN H. HINMAN 
CHAIRMAN BOARD Of DIRECTORS 

220 EAST 42ND STREET 

NEW YORK 17, N.Y. 

October 31, 1958 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabb Silver: 

MURRAY HILL 2-7500 

The Honorable James D. Zellerbach, United States 
Ambassador to Italy will be the guest of honor at 
a dinner sponsored by the National Conference or 
Christians and Jews on Tuesday, November 11th, in 
the Grand Ballroom of the Waldorf storia. 

I would like to invite you to Join the other guests 
of honor that evening on the dais and for a reception 
at 6:30 P.M. in the West Foyer. Wives are invited 
to Join us on the dais and at the reception. I 
know that Ambassador Zellerbach would be delighte 
if you will accept this invitation. Dress is lack 
tie. 

Would you write me at 2 0 East 42nd Street or tele­
phone me at Murray Hill 2-7500? 

Loo ng forw· :r to s e n you at t 
_ ovem er 11th. 

a dor on 

incerely yours, 

J :lw 



:-1!-. John H. Hinman 
International Paper Canpany 
220 East 42nd Street 
New York 17, New York 

near •1r. Hinmant 

November 3, 1958 

It will be a pleasure tor my wife and me to be 
7our guests at a reception preceding the Natimal Conference 
of Christians and Jeve dinner. I am looking forward to 
llffting Ambassadcr Zellerbach and hearing him that awning. 

T\JStlg 

With vamest personal regards, I rem•:tn 

Cordially your a, 

TIA IEL JEREMr SILVDt 
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.. 
KENT STATE UNIVER.SITY in cooperation with THE NATIONAL 

CONFERENCE OF CHRISTIANS AND JE ~HS announces 

Tuesday, February Z 
5:00 - 9:30 

Tuesday, February 9 
7:00 - 9:00 

Tuesday, February 16 
7:00 - 9:00 

Tuesday, February 23 
7:30 - 9:30 

Tuesday, March 1 
7:00 - 9:30 

Tuesday, March 8 

Tuesday, March 15 

A Wo::-kshop - Education 490 

''Moral Values in Education" 

For Teachers in the L. C. E.A. 

February 2 to ?vlarch 15, 1960 

5 :00 - 5: 15 Orientation to the Problem, 
Dr. Gerald Read, Kent State Univ. 

5:15 - 6:00 ''Social Sources of Morality", 
Dr. Oscar Ritchie, Kent State Univ. 

6:00 - 7:00 Baked Ham Dinner, $1. 75; 
Reservation by Ticket only. 

7:00 - 8:00 A Russian F ilm on Russian 
Education. 

8: 10 - 9: 15 Analysis and Questions, 
Dr. Read. 

9:15 - 9:30 Registration for course for credit. 

"Catholic Concepts of Morality", 
at the St. Mary's Catholic Church, Painesville. 

' 'Protestant Concepts of Morality'', 
A Protestant Panel. 

"Jewish Concepts of Morality'', 
at The Temple, ; ... nsel Road and East ·105 Street, 

University Circle, Cleveland. 

''Other Groups Speak on Morality'', 
7:00 7:45 Jehovah \Vitnesses 
7:45 - 8:30 Seventh Day Adventists 
8:45 - 9:30 Latter Day Saints 

Practical Application 

Practical Application and Summary, 
Preparation for Papers and Projects. 
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~sbbi Daniel ~ilver 
The TemTile 
r!leveland, Ohio 

Dear ~abbi ~ilver: 

Narrows Road 
:Perry, Ohio 
:March 14, 1960 

Please pardon the tardiness o-f this note o~ appreci­
ation ~or your ~racious presentation to a ~roup of Lake 

r!ounty teachers three weeks a~o. This has been delayen 
by a ~ranin~ perion ana much make-up work because of 
student illness. 

Your niscussion of some of the concepts ann ineals o~ 

Jun ism increasen my understandin~ and a epenea my respect 
~or the Jewish people. I was impressed by your scholarly 
appraa.ch to the subt1ect. 

I want to thank you, also, -for the tour through the 
Temple, the attractive school rooms, and the ~limpses of 
the interestin~ and beauti~ul treasures in the museum. 

It was an honor to us and a privileu.e for us that 
you made time in a heavy schedule to talk to us instead 

o~ dele~ating the task to an assistant. 

I wish you continuen success ana achievement in your 

urea t rvork. 

In all sincerity, 



The year is 126). The place, the palace ot King Jayme I in Barcelona, 

Spain. The occasion, a public disputationJ its theme: "Juda181l and Christianity". 

The protagonists; for the Catholics -- the Daninican monk missionary Fra Paulo 

Christiano; for the Jews -- Bonastruc de Porte, businessman, scholar, known to 

the co-religionists as Rabbi Moses, the son ot Nachman -- Nachmanides. 

For Fra Paulo this disputation was an occasion to be eagerly anticipated; 

Bonastruc, on the other hand, came only because he could not deny the royal 

summons. It was not that the Rabbi felt unequal to the challenge. Bonastruc 

was at hane in the Bible, in Plato and in Arab science. Rather his fear was 

born frm a knowledge that the disputation was never intended as a friendly 

meeting between college debating societies. The debaters were puppets, playing 

a part in a carefully contrived missionary progr.aa. Bonastruc was in ~ position 

very much like that of the ill-fated hero or a Greek tragedy. He could onl:, 

play his part with becaning dignity. It was inconceivable that he be adjudged 

the more skillful, for the judges were to be the Catholic king and his Catholic 

advisers, all pledged to promote the spread of the true faith. To present an 

inept defense of Jmaism was to invite a royal decree demanding the Jews to 

surrender themselves at the folllltain of baptism. All that Bonastruc could hope 

was that he might displq sufficient nobility of person that the king would 

think kindly of him and of his people, and even in that case he knew he would 

incur the unremitting and unforgiving anger or :the Church. Suen mdeed was the 

result. Bonastruc won by bis bearing and skill the grudging admiration of all • 
. 

A verdict of no decision was rendered. The royal cOlmland to forcibly baptiae 

all Jews vaa not 1ssued1 but within a year the Church had ettected Bonastruc's 

permanent banishllent from the Spanish kingdom. 

Medieval hiatQrY contains many references to such debates -- debates 

deliberatelcy designed to reveal the error or Judai• and the truth ot Chris-



• 

tianity. Fortunately most modern states will not lend any support to aucb 

religious fanaticism -- although Spain ia still a notable exception. Fortunately 
. 

most modern churchea ·have learned to live side by side with other conmuniona and 

creeds, though here, too, the Catholic church ot Spain is a regrettable exception. 

. I would not rfsk injury or . the deprivation or 11\V' rights of: citizenship bf 

debating with you the relative merits or Christianity and Judaism, but were I 

to engage in such a debate I would risk not being heard. Speech involves both 

the lecturer and the auditor and I am sure that 7ou have found, as I have 

found, that in most discussions or religion there is much tallcing and little 

listening, much heated defense of -one•s Clln preconceptions and very little 

exchange or ideas. 
' 

In its own way religious debate is as · futile today as it vas in the Dark 

• Ages. I have never known of a discussion M: c~ar.ative r~llgions which did 

not become an argument owr competitive ruths. I often wish that 

we might consider _our various religions in the same way that we judge works or 

art. There are attar ill many magnificent canvases. When we judge a work ot 

art, it is easy for us to acknowledge both our own preference and the value of 

others• preferences. I especially enjoy the 'l>rks ot Rembrandt and ot the 
. 

Dutch school. My wife will travel many miles to viait an exhibition of the 

French impressionist. My- brother pqs an annual pilgrimage to the MuaeUJR of 

Modern Art. We each have our individual tavoritea, master works vhioh thrill 

our ..t, being, yet each of us can appreciate the technique and the beauty and 
- ' 

the conception or the others•. preference. We va,1.ue their .f.avori te paintinga 
• 

as works of' art, but we recognize at the a•• time that these partio\ilar 
. 

canvases do not move us or have a particular. meaning tar us. The ward 

"auperioritr' does not enter such comparative discussions. Returning to 

religion, I am at home in and exulted by' .Jma:ism.· I am sure that IUDY' ot 7ou 

voUl.d a.,- the same tar your particular Protestant or Catholic faith. Yet how 



often the word "superioritr' enters our discussion. We find. it ditticult to 

appreciate that another faith can give to our neighbors an insight into life 
. 

and a sense of spiritual ennoblement at least equal to our. own. We find it 

difficult to realize that the value or Judaism to me or of Protestantism to you 

lies as much in our own psychological and emotional needs as it does in the 

truth ot our particular doctrine or catechism. It seems to me that we must 

learn that religion is an art, the art ot lite, rather than a scientific truth. 

That religion must not only be right but right tor us. That truth is not 

restricted to any canmunion and that no coanunion contains all truth. 

Having said this, you will understam that I do not propose to debate 
. 

Judaism and Chr.istianity nor do I intend to establish the s~riorit7 6t. 
. 

Judaism. I do riot feel under any canpulsion to convince you that Judaism ia 

better for you. It may be. It may not be. It is sutticient that Judaism 

ennobles and exults my lite ttie 1 ws ions ot JV co-religionists. 

to. 

open your minds to the possi~le meaning ot Judaism in JI¥ lite. What I have to 

say will not dispar.age in any vq your .faith. It will seek only to make you 

aware ot another ·set or religious :values, one whicn has great meaning to a 

uniTeitsit7-trained, acientitical~ oriented young man of om- twentieth cent~. 

It ia spoken in the hope that having gained this understanding you will be able 

to judge more accurately the wrld in which you live and the attitudes of many 
I • f r 

who are your neighbors and friends. 

~re y~ ~ visit lrO" Temple -(and I hope ■ame dq that you will, far it 

is a magnificent• unuaual and quite beautiful building, one ot the marvels oi 
r ~~ 

religious arclii tect ure in .America ,-~,raw yw to ld a:!:t .,.. ':•IIPle you ti&ll=ld not 

•• any appeal tor ndasionary funds nor would you see any collection box 

labeled foreign or bane lliaaione. We Jews do not support either mias1ma nor 



missionaries • . It ia not important to ua that all the world accept Judaism. It 

is not important to ua that all the world practice our relig1ous calendar. What 

ia important t~ us is that ew;ey one liw by the Ten C0111nandments and concern . 

himself with eatabltshing justice and peace. Judaism has not set a1 a goal the 

establishment of one universal church to which all true believers must belong. 

We want a good world, not neoessarµy a Jewish world. We seek to establish 

peace in our world, not necessarily to establish the synagogue throughout ita . 

length and breadth. We look forward to the day when "Ood v.Ul be cne and Hie 

nae v.Ul be one". 

I do not believe, nor do I really look forward to the day when all earth 

•n will be Jewish, nor do I believe that only- Jews can enter Heaven. I have 

the feeling that much miaeionary activity talms a religion's mind ott the 

develqment ot man's character and society and iubititutes a concern tar what 

is called man's immortal soul. I do not believe that the gates of Heaven open 

only to Jews. Judaism twenty: centuries ago accepted the statement that the 

·righteous aong all peoples have a share in the world to cane. Accepting this 

principle, it becomes not man's catechism but his character which counte 

religiously. Person~, I reject as presumptuous all claims by any religion 

which assert its exclusive control over the keys to the ld.ngdan. I do not 

eve that any: earthly religion bu been issued the authorit7 to act as a 

visa-issuing agency to Heaven. I do not know what God baa established as His 

entrance requirements. "God's wqs are not our ways and His thoughts are not 

our thoughts. Just as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are Bia wa.,-a 
. 

higher than our ways and His thoughts than our thoughts". I do not pre•ume, 

therefore, to gµes1 who •~l enter Heaven and who shall be denied •ntr~•J 

indeed, I think it tolly to dwell OYermucn on such questions. For. these are 

questions which can never be answered until we shill have died and experienced 
. 

whatever 11'.ea 1n store. But this muoh I do feel, that ~ a man at limited 



-s-

fellow feeling would conceive that God might judge a man by his do~trine rather 

than by his deeds. There is no mission established through my Temple, because 

I antf ·JrtV congregation reel that there are many roads by which man may please 

God. A ticket to Heaven may be purchased at any ot a number ot religious • 

traftl agencies. 

In my. heart of hearts I look on my faith as a guide book to better 

character and to a juster world and to a deeper llllderstanding of 'fflT: place in 

' it. I think very little about ·death and what lies beyond death. I am quite 

prepared to say, and do say to my Confirmation Cla~s and to others, that I do 

not insist on any one point ot view on such questions as innorality and 

resurrection. I have an abiding faith that the God who has brought me into 

lite and sustains me in life will not forsake me entirely in death. Beyond 

this my mind cannot penetrate. 

I do not belieTe that the gates only to Jews. 
I 

believe that Judaism can help to lead a better life. 

I like to think ot Judaism as a wv of lite. · By this r mean that I • 
, 

satisfied to accept certain questions as unanswerable, but I cannot be. satis-

fied to lead an aimless, purposeless and directionless existence. I am 

convinced that Judaism is meaningful. to me in its insistence on man's social 

• responsibilities, • on man's essential dignity and worth-whilenesa, on the 

necessity and possibility of establishing freedom and j\l~tice and peace. I 

look on Judaism as a life discipline rather than a doctrinal dilcipline, and I 

am n.ot unique in this. If you will study my taith you will find little in it 

dodtrinely detinitive. To become a rabbi I studied at the Hebrew Union 

in Cincinnati tor six years after I graduated in histor)" troa BarYard 

I studied the hiatoey and literature of the Jewish people, the Hebrew 

a great deal about education and human relations and psychology, and, 

ihtenatingl.y, in ill that period I wae never aslced to subscribe to arty 

• 
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catechism. On the occasion ot 11\Y ordination no profession ot taith was demarxied 

of me, nor has any been demanded ot nae since. Worship with us, am you will 

not find 4DY'. statement ot dogma in our worship service. 

Theologically., Judaism is uncomplicated. Theologicall:, the oJµy formula­

tion on ..-p.ch Judaism insists is a belief in the unity and existence cJf Goda 

"Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is One." "I am the Lard thy God, 

who brought thee out of the land of Egypt.• 

I thilik ot God as Creator-. I think of God as that power beyond man which 

has established the world for a purpose and placed man in this wcrld with a 

pun,ose. I think ot God as the power beyond J117Self and my world which makes 

for righteousness. A Biblical skeptic wrotea "Vanity' ot v•nlties, all ia 

vanity.• My rm.th in God convinces me that life ia not meaningless but 

pm.,,oseful1 that our efforts are not tutile bu • • 

I reject all JVths about God. r believe that the Biblical legends reveal 

philoaophical and maral truths, but that they must not be taken llter;.lly. Whan 

Moses asked God to reveal Himself, God rejected this request and ordered Moses 

to turn bis taoe to the rook, for man cannot C011Prehend God• s presence. What 

Moses did succeed in understanding about God was Bis moral qualities. • •The 

Lord, the Lord God is merciful and gracious, long autfeting and abundant in 

goodness and ever true, keeping mercy for thousands, tor~g iniquity, 

transgression and sin". "7 God has ne:l.th'.er shape nor form aa an .understand 

shape or torm. I think of Him largely as the . quintessence ot moral virtue 

although I recognize that th~• does not begip to define His full nature. Like 

the dark side of the moon, which ia there though no man has yet seen it, so the 

full splendor ot God remains bidden. It is sutficient that w und&rstand that 

He 11 good and just and holy. To understand this or God eatabliahes basic 

religious disciplines, and Judaism baa m~ disciplines. •Holy shalt thou be~ 

tor I, the Lord th., God, aa hol.J." Imitatio Dei, our never achieved attempt 
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to build our lives in imitation or God's moral qual~ties -- this ia our real 

discipline. 

Judaism has many discipllnesa "Love thy neighbor as t~self"J "Proclaim 

freedom wito the land"J "Justice, justice shalt thou pursue"J t'Relleva the 

oppressed, comfort the griet-stricken"J "Help the woW1ded and feed the poor•. 

J\ldaism rests on an unalterable conviction. It is the conviction that God placed 

11an not in a vale .ot tears but in a garden or promise. Judaism looks on man not 

as impotent arid unequal to the challenges ot lite, but as the Bible says, 

•created in the image or God•, tull ot potential and or a promiae which needs 

only realization. There is an ancient stoey told that when God had created Adam 

He took him to a ledge near the ~ or a high mountain and pointed out to him the 
' . 

magnificent glories of nature and ot the world which lay before them. He then 

aaid to Adam, "This is now your world. It ld. Make the most of it." 

.Judais■ is optimistic about man's potential• all come to pass, in the 

end of days, the mountain of the Eord•s hosts shall b~ established as the top of 

the mountains and shall be exulted above the hills. • • They shall beat their 

svor.ds into plowshares and their 8Vorda into pruning hooks. Nations shall not 

lift up their swords against nations, neither shall there be war m\V more." 

Judaism is a deepl.y demandirig faith, because it puts the burd~n ot respon­

sibility square~ on man• s sholilders1 "See I have placed before you this day the 

. blessing and the cur•• -- lite and death. Choose ye lite . 11 There ar~ two ways 

open to each or us. Our way t4 elf-discipline and ot service. The other a way 

of aelf-aeekll,lg am indifterenoe. Man can bring paradise to earth or he can 

~atroy all that God has created and 111&11 has through the centuries improved. 

Judaf81l maintains that if •n fail, the want rests not with God's criginal plan 

but with our inadequate planning. 

How does man know what he must do in lite? How do I answer the congregant 



who comes for counsel about a business or tamily problem? I am sometimes tempted 

to tell him to read the Bible. Most human situations are prefigured in the Bible 

and the great ideals of human activities are there set forth. My taith has 

always been centered on the Bible, but Judaism has never been Bible-ljJDited. 

There is a line which I like rrom our prayer, book which readss "Help us to see 

all truth, whether shining from the pages ot ancient revelations or reaching ua 

through the seers ot our own day." Men hav:e wrestled with the problems of human 
' 

existence in ev~ ~• The Bible is a source ot great ideals, but we must turn 

to later philosophers and to our modern social sciences to supplement and pin­

point and ~ve more concrete guidance. There are three basic disciplines in 
. . . 

Jewish lite. Ckle is, aa might be expe~d, worship. The second, as I have 

indicated, rectitude and proper conduct, and the third is study. Life is 

cmnplex. Our mind, our personality is canplex. To lead the good life is not a 

iimple matter. The man who gives a few dollarrs to charity is not necessarily a 

good man; the man who comes re arly to T not necessarily a good manJ 

the man who i's deemed. eminent]i resl>'ctable by his community is not necessarily 

a good man. We must have understanding as well as faith, and so nv Temple is a 

place of study and debate as well as prayer and worship. Each ~ar we hold 

meetings which cliscuss and analyse the moral implications of, current problema. 

We try to relate moral ideals to such current problems as the integration of 

races in our public schools, the development of rehabilitation center■ tor our 

emotionally disturbed, the extension ot civil liberties to allot our citizens. 

Each and every contemporary problem is scrutinized so that when we in our 

personal lives are faced with these problems we mq have some insight. into 

thei!r solution. There is no debate in my Temple as to whether the pulpit ought 

to discuss politics. All ~e that it must - that it should. Every political 
. 

i•aue involve& moral considerations. I do not •an by this that I favor from 

my pulpit any particular Piolitical candidate, though I sometimes even do this 



when a ,man absolutely unworthy ot public trust ia submitted tor election. Last 

year trom my pulpit I discussed the necessity or co-existence, the light to Work 

Amendment, the. Sunday Blue Laws Debate, the problem of inter-group relationships . 

in our c0111nunity, the role of the United Nations, 1117 feelings as to present 

penal methods. When I · speak from my pulpit I do not speak ex-cathedra as the 

authoritative voice or Judaism nor do I speak the united mind or JTG' congi-egants, 
. ' 

but rather I seek to express JV' concern and to suggest, based on my studi.s, a 

poesible and acceptable solution. Perhaps l can best close this section by 

reminding you that the title that I bear - rabbi -- is simply, a Hebrew word 

which means "teacher". I am hi:red by my Temple not so much to officiate at its 

aervicea -- aiJy layman can conduct the service - or to celebrate marriages -­

a marriage can also be solemnized by any authorized l9111an -- rather I am hireci 

because I have devoted a good bit ot 1'I)': life to the study of Jewish tradition • 
. 

I am hired as guide and teacher to suggest possible solutions to perplexing 

modern problems. 

The s,n•ogue has three functions in Je~eh life. It is a place of 

worshipJ it ia a place or stud;yJ it is a place of meeting. As I have indicated, 

. its meetings have a larger purpose than pure sociability. · These meetings are a 

forum for the exchange of ideas. This year. Justice William Douglas or the United 

States Su~eme Court, Mr. Robert Kennedy, the Chiet Cowisel ot the Senate Crimea 

Racket Committee, and Judge Samuel Leibowitz ot the Federal Bench in Hew York 

and others cane to us to share their ideas. 

Judusm· rever.a books and lmowledge. It abhor.a pneralization and . 

platitudes. The ideal religious figure among Jews is not the dimple-minded 

saint but the scholar-saint; 

The Bible said it far usa "Do not be ri~ou.s overmuch". And what does 

the Bible mean if not that each ot us sometimes assumes that we know absolutely 

and unmiatakab'.cy what 18 right and what ie wrong. I can think, howver, ot 
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occasions in which even the self-evident truths of the Ten Commandments ought to 

be violated. Judaism counsels us not to judp another man until we stand in hia 

shoes. Jewish tradition has it that M0 aes vas not allowed to enter the Promised 

Land because he spoke too harshly to the children ot Israel when they were 

recalcitrant ~d rebellious. Judaism has it that the religious l•er must be . 

a defense attorney and not the prosecuting attorney when he speaks to his con­

gregation. When ve make criticism it must be coupled with understanding and 

with love. I do not preach hell-fire and damnation, rather I tr,: to cpen my 

congregation's minds to the beauties and the possibilities ot what I call the 

good life. 
' It is interesting that the Jewish coll'll'lUility ~as never developed an 

extensive penal code, but that we have over the ~ars developed an extensive 

pro~am or community sern.ce. We tey not to P.linish but. to protect and to 

encourage. The Jewish communit7 still today maintains its own family service 

associations, its centers £or disturbed children, its hospitals, charitable 

brgmdzationa and the like. 

For being a way of lite Judaism is both a c~on and a camnunity. We 

aet great store in malcing available to our own people all :the . resources or 

modern social service, counsel and medicine, at the same time that ve encourage 

our people to .participate tinancial;L.y and personally in similar institutions 

maintained by the larger commuriit7. 

I have spoken very little ot the actual prac~ices, the holidays and 
. 

oust0Jll8, th rites and rituals of Jewish lite. J~da1811 course liaa its own 

religious calendar and its mm set of symbols which are both suggestive 'and 

beautiful. I have spoken little about our customs because I have tried to make 

you sense the direction ot ·Jewish lite, its larger missionJ a."ld the holidaye 

and the rituals are means to that end, rather than ends in themselTea. I 
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personally tind gr-eat meanillg when I raise aloft the vine cup at the beginning 

of the Sabbath, or when I build a temporary booth ot leaves for our thankagi:v:l.ng 

holiday. But I recognize that tliere are as many sets of customs and rituals in 

the world as there are cultures and creeds. Many of these in M&J\Y faiths are 

moving and are majestic, yet ulti■ately it is not a religion's customs but the 

comitment of its congregants to a certain life outlook which is essential, and 

it is for that reason that I have concentrated on making •~licit to you 

Judaism's life outlook. 
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THOMAS VAIL 

PUBLISHER AND EDITOR 

THE PLAIN DEALER 
OHIO'S LARGEST MORNING AND SUNDAY NEWSPAPER 

1801 SUPERIOR AVENUE 

CLEVELAND, OHIO 44114 

March 22, 1967 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Daniel: 

AREA CODE 216 
523-4220 

As you know the National Conference of 
Christians and Jews dinner is Sunday evening, April 16, 
and I have been able to get Secretary of Health, 
Education & Welfare John Gardner to be the principal 
speaker. Tom Patton is dinner chairman and, as you 
know, Ralph Besse is the honoree. 

I hope you will participate and the local 
staff will be in touch with you about the details. 
It should be a fine evening and I know you will 
contribute greatly to it as usual. 

Best wishes and ards. 

Thomas Vail 



' 

Mr. Thoma.a Vall 
Editor 
The Cleveland Plain Dealer 
1801 Superior Avenue 
Cleveland. Ohio 44114 

D'--·ar Tom: 

lv1arcb 24, 1967 

I shall be pleaaed to coperate with you 
in any way 1 can regarding th e National Conference of 
Christians and Jews dinner Sun lay, pril 16. With all 
good luck for the affair, I remain, 

Sincerely yours, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mgm 



Mr. Eli Goldston 
President 

April 6, 1967 

Eastern Gas and Fuel Aesociates 
2900 Prudential Tower 
Boston, Massachusetts 02199 

Dear Ell: 

I am deligh ed that you will be able to talk to our 
High School on Sunday, April 16th. Th assembly b gins 
at ll:3 and you will have about tw nty inutes for a 
speech. T a sembly is held in the Chapel and you will 

find them an inter eating and live group. 

Rabbi Morton Pomerantz of my staf! will introduce 
you as I will have to be in the pulpi t that morning. I 
look forward to s lng you when you will be here for the 
Law School Annive ·sary. 

Adele joins in sending our love to Elaine and the 
family. 

Sincerely, 

DJS:mgm Daniel Jeremy Silver 
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ELI GOLDSTON 

EASTERN GL\S L'\ND lc,Ut~I.4 ASSOCIATES 
2900 PRUDENTIAL TOWER · BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02199 

T ELEPH ON E . 6 17 262 -3!5 00 

COMPANIES AND DIVISIONS 

ATLANTIC BULK TRADING CORP., BOSTON GAS COMPANY, BOSTON TOW BOAT CO, 

CASTNER, CURRAN &. BULLITT, INC, THE CONNECTICUT COKE CO , EASTERN ASSOCIATEO COAL CORP , 

E A STERN M ARINE LE A SING CORP , EASTERN OCEAN TRANSPORTATION CORP , 

MIDLAND ENTERPRISES INC , MYSTIC STEAMSHIP CORPORATION, 

THE OHIO RIVER CO , PHILADELPHIA COKE DIVISION 

April 31, 1967 
PBESJ:DENT 

Rabbi Daniel Jerell\Y' Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44lo6 

Dear Dan: 

I should have replied to your letter of March 9th earlier, 
but it arrived while Elaine and I were resting up in London from 
Winterfest, and I have then delE\Y'ed replying pending the final 
setting of nu travel plans to Cleveland. 

If' you would still be interested in a talk to your assembly 
on the general topic of Jews in Grey Flannel Suits, I fim. that 
I will not be leaving Cleveland until the late afternoon ince I 
hope to have a chance for a visit with nu Mot her who Will be coming 
up from Warren. 

Just drop me a line as to if, when, where and how long, along 
with any suggestions as to content. 

To give you so~ notion of what I have been doing since I left 
Cleveland five years ago for a two-year stint in Boston, I enclose 
a copy of our anmial report. 

I noted With pleasure the vecy favorable review of your book. 
I envy you not only the talent but the time needed to do such a 
fine piece of work. 

With the best of regards from me and mine to you and yours, 

Very cordially, 

00:lsw 
Enclosure < 

Reference is hereby made to the declaration of trust establishing Eastern Gas and Fuel Associates dated July 18, 1929, as amended, a copy of w~ich is on _file in 
the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. The name "Eastern Gas and Fuel Associates" refers to the trustees under said declaration as 
trustees and not personally; and no trustee, shareholder, officer or agent of Eastern Gas and Fuel Associates shall be held to any personal liability in connection 
with the affairs of said Eastern Gas and Fuel Associates, but the trust estate only is liable. 



March 9, 1967 

Mr. Eli Goldston 
Eastern Gas & Fuel Associate• 
2900 Prudential Tower 
Boston, Massachusaetta 02199 

D . ar Eli: 

I noticed from the prog ram of the 75th Anniversary 
of the Western Reserve University Law School that you are to 

speak on Friday, the 14th of April. Needleaa to say, I hope we 

have a chance to talk while you are in town. 

The purpose of this note is to inquire whether you 

will be staying over the weekend and, if so, whether we could im­

pose on you to speak to an assembly of The Temple High School. 

The assembly meets at 11:30 a. m. on Sunday mornings. Your 

presence would offer the young people a chance to m et one of 

the few Jew• who is active at the top echelon• of American bu•ineaa. 
Some of them obviously plan careers in business and your experiences 

I am sure ,would be of interest to them. 

I hope everyone is well. Adele join• me in sending 
our best to Elaine and the children. As always, 

DJS:mgm Daniel Jeremy Silver 



April 20, 1967 

Mr. Eli Goldston 
Eastern Ga.a &: Fuel Associate• 
2900 Prudential Tower 
Boston, Maseachuaetta 

Dear Ell: 

I have been hearing •uch wonderful thing• about 
your speech Sunday and I thank you officially for 
taking the time to be with our young people. We 
try to present them a rich and varied fare a11d I 
am alway• grateful when busy men are willing 
to take time to be with us. Adele and I enjoyed 
our hour with Elaine and yourself. You both 
look so hale and happy. 

With many thanks, I remain 

Cordially yours, 

DANIEL JEREMY SILVER 
DJS:rvf 




