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NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 
122 EAIT 42ND ITIEET ' NEW YOaK, N. Y. 10017 • 490-2280 

June 7, 1974 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

Your letters arrived while I was on the West Coast. Let me comment 
on them briefly: 

1. I can't understand your saying that we ·n~glected to send 
you the letters of support on the Altschuler, Cohen and 
Wertheimer applications. Our records indicate that we 
sent you the various letters of reference and I daresay 
that you will find them attached to the material we sent you. 
However, I am enclosing another set of the letters of 
reference. 

2. As to the suggestion that you proceed with the journal 
project and approach Arnie Band, It is felt by Mike 
Zeltzer and Earl Morse that it would be premature and 
inappropriate to do so until the Reassessment Committee 
has completed its work and makes its report and recommenda­
tions. Do you feel that you can make informal exploratory 
soundings without firm commitments? 

3. We had a meeting on June 5th with two representatives each 
from the American Association for Jewish Education, 
Institute for Jewish Life,CJFWF and the NFJC. The idea of 
merger or. fusion is obviously attractive to some people. I 

, tried to decelerate the notion, . pointing out some of the 
dangers and limitations and suggesting instead that we look 
first at the needs before a consideration of structure. It was 
decided to put together an inventory of the needs as seen by 

" each of the qroui-sas well as the present functions which might 
• serve as as·. sprJngm.rd for the next discussion. The suggestion 

was made that some "outside" person put this together after 
some interviews with the heads of the three different groups. 
Sid Vincent's name was suggested for this job. We're going 
to have to talk this over pretty carefully at the June 18th 
Executive Committee meeting. 

COONCIL OF JEWISH CULTURAL AOENCIJS 
American Aca~y for Jewllh Rfftrrch • American Jewish Consreu • American Jewish Hl1torlc~ Soc:lety • Leo Baeck Institute • Canadian Jewllh Con1re11 

Conferenc.:e on Jewllh Socia ltudln , C9n1,..- for Jewish Culture • Council of Jewl1h Federations and w,,, are Funds • Oro.,_, Unlvenfty 
Hlstaclr111h lvrl,h ~f A111frlca • Je,,lsh ~"ncy for Israel • Jewllh Publl~atlon Socl•t.Y of America • Jewish Recon1tructlonl~ Foundation 

Nallonal Jtwllh Welfare 1o,,d • Y•lva UniventtJ • YIVO lnllltute for Jewish Rnearch 



Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver June 7, 1974 
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Encs. 

4. Earl Morse has suggested that we change the place for our 
June 18th meeting. He feels that the NFJC conference room 
is too small and uncomfortable. He has reserved Conference 
Room A (10th floor) at the UHC building . I haven't yet 
notified people: it may not be as convenient a spot for the 
out-of-towners. Your reply card just came in this morning. 
I notice that you say you will "try to" attend this meeting. We 
set the date only after Sid said he checked it out with you. 
I do hope you will seriously try to get in for it. 

5. I am sending along some materials regarding the application 
of Dr. William M. Glicksman. You will remember that he 
has been submitting this application for a number of years and 
been turned down each time until we gave him some slight 
hope this year with your letter of April 17, 19 74. As you see, 
he has now come back with this offer from The Advertisers Press. 
It impresses me very much as a vanity job and I can't see us 
putting up $2,900 for such a purpose. What is your suggestion? 

6. Enclosed is our check for $145 as per your expense statement. 

All the best. 

\ 
~~ I. Barron 
Execu e Director 



Dr. Harry Barron 
Natlonal Foandatlon For .Jewlab Caltare 
122 Eaat 42nd Str•et 
New York, N. Y. 10017 

Dear Harry: 

Yoar letter arrived tbl• mornln1. 

1ane 10, 1974 

l) Tbe varloaa letter• of refere1ace were not attacbed to tbelr application•. 
Even lhe NFJC office aometime• maba clerical error• - I know mine 
doea . 
. 
Z_Ll am not prepared to make "lnformal exploratory aoandlnga wi bout 
nrm commltmenta 11 with Arnie Band. I am ~repared to talk witb him 
once a flrm commitment witbout atrlna• i• agreed on by the NFJC and 
only then. You will deetroy every opportunity for a mea11ln1f11l break­
tbroa1b lf Mlke Zeltzer'• concept of revlew la adopted. It l• elther 
10 or no 10. 

3) If yoa are already talkla1 of bavin1 Sldn.ey Vlncem explore area■ of 
cooperation and/or coordlnatlon between tbe Inatlt11te, the Aaaoclation 
aDd a• yo• are a loa1 way clown tbe plke toward• a major commitment. 
SlclDey can force any l••ue. Tbe qae•tlOD l• are yoa ready for that klnd 
of approach. 

4) I fally lntend to be at tbe meetln1 on the l8tb. Tbe place l1 lmmaterlal. 

5) 1 a1ree tbat •• 0111bt to dlaco11ra1e Gllck•man and not be part of tbla 
klrad of vanlty andertakln1. Wby DOt •lmply tell blm tbat we are dl•con­
tlD.11ln1 tbe aaderwrltln1 of any pabllcatlon antll oar committee on pab­
ll1bla1 •abmlta a fall report? 

6) Tbaak yoa. 
A• alway•. 

DJS:mp Dalllel Jeremy Sllver 



College of the Lihc-ral Arts 

Department of En~li,h 

11 7 Bl ' l~h: "'~'1::-:: Hl 1lLDl:--.:v 

l 1Nl\'E"~lTY PA"K. l ' l: ;\;~ :3 YLVA;-..:JA lh~tl.! 

Mr.Harry I.Ba rron, Exe~ut ~ve t ire«tor 

National Foundqtion for Jewish Julture 

122 ~ast 42nd Street 
New York, N.Y. 1 017 

Dear Mr.Barron: 

Last December a number of academics met t oge ther in 

Chicago and decided th~t a need existed for a modest j urnal 

devoted to American Jewish Studies, especial ly Amer i can Jewish 

Literature. Cut of this me ~tine camP. ~n a dvisory board, composed 

of Sheldon Grebstein, ~llen Gutmann, l rvin g Howe, Irv i n g Malin, 

Sanford Pinsker, Moses ~ischin, and :~ on .;:-tnders, with several 

more added since then - Lillian Sculi sel an d ~~rah B.Cohen. 

I was a sked to be editor. 
~arly this year I sent out a 0ne-page f lyer (copy 

enclosed) to some two hunfred pe?ple who tea ch \mer i can Jewish 

Stud ies or are interested µa rt i c,pan t s, ed i tn r s , a nct s o on . 1I1he 

response has been overwhelming. At this point there is no doubt 

that we will g o forward. I alre-dy have material in hand for 

several i .~ sues. As to what 1~ill be incl ud ed, t he fl yer i n d icates 

the areas I suggested; naturally th e j ournal wi ll r ef l c et bo th 

the neects Rnd interests of tr.e re ;ui e r s hip, and m.J.y ch·1n c; e em­

phasis as we go a long. 
I am writing to :-.1.sk f oe you r su p or t. 1·.> bring out 

a quality ~ournal , about $3noo or 1 4000 wi ll be n.e ~ed f o r the 

first ye:-,. r. I t is our hope ~nd expe c :.at ion t 1at t he j ournr 1 •Jill 

be self-s1::' po rting in the s~ c0nd year. I 2-m e. losing a c op y of 

the fl yer, an d I a m also enc l os i ne a cop y of rn y ~ew hook , On ·,e j~ c 

Jewish , w h i ch w i 11 out i :i ?-. f ;__ r t r r i :n t i ;i c o ~ n , 0 0 0 in a v1 e e k 

or so, to show y ou my p rofe =s ional com ? et 0nce . I ~ssume you ~n ow 

some of t h e other name s on the J dv~sor y bo a r <l . I h ~pe yo u wil l be 

able to help th is j ournal get under wa y. I look f orwa r d to hearing 

from you v ery soon. ' 

~inrve@{vi(lJ~~ 
.J3. n i e 1 1N' 8- l den 
Assoc iate tl r ofe, ,s or 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

i 

I 

• 

I 

I 



. ~~t ~~ 
~Ii .~~ ~ STUDIES IN AMERICAN JEWISH LITERATURE 

,;~ ~~DVISORY BOARD 

-, ~ She I don Grebste in 
A 11 an Guttmann 
Irving Howe 
Irving Ma I in 
Sar.ford Pinsker 
1·1oses Risch in 
Ror.<::Jld Sanders 

EDITORIAL 

This ts the first issue of a new publi­
cation. In view of the way In which 
Jewish academia has ignored American 
Jewish materials, it seemed necessary 
to a number of people in the field to 
provide a medium for c~mmuntcatton. 
Ho~eful ly, as int€rest rises, these 
"page~" 'I! i I I descr i he research J n 
progress, succinct book reviews, notices 
of meetings, and reports of new publl­
catlons, ft lms, sltd~s, etc. To that 
end, al I are invited to send the editor 
br!~f resumes of work in progress, 100 
word book reviews, and notices of 
meetings which wil I be coming up of 
significance to those in American 
Jewtsh Literature. It might aiso be 
useful to note articles pub I i5hed. If 
you want articles (short or abridged) 
In these pages too, please make your 
wishes known. At this point there 
ses~s to be no consensus. At thG same 
tlme, it would be good to know tf this 
form~-i" is OK, if a 4-page format is 
accGp7able, if you want a logo, and so 
on. Pl€~Se - just a note from you. The 
work of compilation wi I I be done here 
but your cooperation is needed, and 
wil I be very appreciated. 

Daniel Walden, Editor 
Department of English 
Pennsylvanfa State Universfty 
University Park, Pa. 16802 

Vo I . I , No. I 
February, 1974 

NOTES 

Although the title now reads 
Studies In American Jewish Liter­
ature there ts a question in the 
editor's mind as to whether the 
tit I e shou Id be br·oadened to 
American Jewish Studies. Your 
opinions would be appreciated. 

On Saturday, March 23, 1974, 
Towson State College wi I I host a 
conference on Multl-Ethnic Lit­
erature in the United States. 
For information write to Prof. 
Evelyn Avery, English, Towson 
State Co I I eoe, Towson, Md. In-
c i denta I ly it should be me ntioned 
that a new society on Multi-Ethn!t 
Lite~ature in the U.S. ca~e into 
existence at the recent MLA. Con­
tuc ~· Prof. Katherine Nevm~c !1 , 
Eng I i sh, V!est Chester Stato Co I I c 

The NEMLA, April 4-6, 1974, at 
Penn State University, wi i I in­
clude several panels on A~s rican 
Jewish Literature, Yiddis h Lit­
erature, etc. For general info 
on NEMLA contact Prof. Err.:.:; t 
Hofer, Exec. Sec., NEMLA, u~~v. 
of Mass., Amherst, Mass. 01002. 

SEND NEWS. SEND NOTES. SEND BOOK REV I EV/S OR ARTICLES. SEND NOTICES OF ~,:EET I NSS, 

TALKS, APPEARANCES, WORK IN PROGRESS. 

STUDIES IN AM~RICAN JEWISH LITERATURE 

• 
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J~. IJe.niel Jereny Silver 
Aca-:¾erriic Advi~cry CDu.,cil 

JtL'18 26, 1974 

;la,ticnal FounJation for liewi~h Culture 
122 last u2~d ~treet 
:ew Ycrk, ].Y. 1 ~,o~ 7 

:lear Dr. ~ilver: 

Dr. Willia:1 :Jlic~~sma:,, let -rie exa.rune hifi rn.anu.scrint 
" 

o~ the phila ~thropic in;-ti tutions e stabli8hed by the J e,1s of Eastern 

-Europe, and I was iNryr~~sed by his research and h:~ nresentation of 

t i e subject. When :publi~hed, the work will certainly reflect credit 

0:1 the life and sp:!..ri tuality of those communities w:1ich tragically 

are no longer in exi~te:ice. 

The cost of publication naturally exceeds anything he can 

afford. He ca~ barely pay tha cost of tra~slating the ~anuscript 

into mglish; it is now in Yiddish. Dr. Glicksman tells ne that 

he aoolied tc the Foundation for help in the publication; and, if 

the Foun:iatio:i can exte ~ suc:1 nelp, it will be perfor.ning a great 

mit7'vah. I am sure the nroject has your Syr.l!)athy. 

With tha1ks for your interest, 

,. 

r, .. 
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PHILIP W. LOWN SCHOOL 

BRANDEIS UNIVERSITY 

WALTHAM. MASSACHUSETTS 02tS• 

OF NEAR EASTERN AND JUDAIC STUDIES 
Graduate Center for Contemporary ]f'wfr.lr Sti.dies 
(617) 647-2641 

r-;r. Harry Baron 
iJational Foundation for Jeuish Culture 
122 East 42nd Street 
i'Jew York, IJew York 10017 

Dear r-~r. Baron: 

July 10, 1974 

I am writin~ in order to solicit your support for a 
project which I believe is i~portant. 

Thousands of Jewisl1 students are currently enrolled 
for courses of Jewish Studies at ~niversities in this country. As 
yet, we know very little as to the background causes and the fu­
ture motivations that are resronsible for the decision of these 
students to study Hebrew, Yiddish and other Judaic courses. I 
have begun to investigate this ::iatter. neeting with students 
of the Near Eastern and Judaic Studies Department of Brandeis, 

_ I have developed a questionnaire desiened to yield information 
on this matter. ?~ext fall, I will be a.ble to adr.iinister tLis 
questionnaire to o.11 students of the BrandeiR rJear r::astern and 
Judaic Studies Dep2rt□ent and also to students of other foreir,n 
languaces (French, Spanish, Russian and Ger~an) at Brandeis to 
get so~e information as to the identity of students who choose 
NOT to study He brew. Next sprin?,', I he.Ve 2rranced to adr:iini s ter 
the que3tionnaire tc Hebrew students at the followinf universities: 

SlHIY 

Ohio ~tate University 

UCLA 

f1innesota 

Ter.1ple University 

Cornell Universjty 

The University of MichiGan at Ann Arbor 

The University of Wisconsin 

The University of Pennsylvania 

I hope to receive a positive response from the University of Texas 
as well. 
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- . -

2 J uly 10, 1974 

If you are interested, I will be rl2d to make a for~el 
request fer support. I judre ~Y needs to be fer ts,000.00 (Eesearch asst., Co~puter nid etc.) 

SPW/dl 

I look fcrward to hearing fro~ you. 

Sincerely, 

~J ;! l,<_;a.c/4"" 

Saul P. ~·.rachs 
Assistant Professor 

. . 
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FEDERATIONS AND WELFARE FUNDS, INC. 

NATIONAL OIFIFICIE : 315 P,AFIK AVENUE SOUTH, NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10010 

July 12, 1974 

Mr. Earl Morse 
National Foundation for Jewish Culture 

122 East 42 Street 
New York, N. Y. 10017 

Dear Earl: 

TELEPHONE : AREA CODE 212. 873-8200 
C ABLE : COUNCILFED, NEW YORK 

PIIESIDENT 

IIAYMOND EPSTEIN, CHICAGO 

VICE-PRESIDENTS 

MONlY BERGER , MONTREAL 

LEWIS D . COLE, LOUISVILLE 

GEORGE HEYMAN, JR., NEW YORK 

JACQUELINE LEVINE , METROPOLITAN N. J . 

MORRIS L . LEVINSON , NEW YORK 

MORTON L MANDEL, CLEVELAND 

EDWARD SANDERS , LOS ANGELES 

MR9 . BERNARD SCHA£NEN , DALLAS 

HON. NOCHEM S . WINNET, PHILADELPHIA 

SECRETARY 

MRS. M , EDWIN WEINER, CLEVELAND 

TREASURER 

CHARLES GOODALL, TULSA 

EXECUTIVE VICE- PRESIDENT 

PHILIP BERNSTEIN 

ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR 

CHARLES ZIIIBELL 

I have been out of the city almost continuously since your letter 

of June 24 arrived and I understand that you are still out of the country. 

I know that Sid Vincent has met with Harry Barron, and I have talked 

with Sid following that discussion. 

Our standard practice is to submit findings with regard to any 

organizatio~, to that organization before they are publicized. I took 

it for granted that this would be done likewise in this instance. 

As for the rest of the process, my understanding has been that 

we will evolve that together after we review jointly Sid Vincent's 

findings. 

With warmest regards. 

Cordial!}', 

Philip Bernstein 

P B:md 
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NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 
122 EAST 42ND STREET 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 

• 

University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 10017 • 490-2280 

July 15, 197 4 

Welcome back~ I hope the trip was pleasant as well as rewarding. I 
am sure it was an eye-opener for the clergymen. 

In the welter of mail that you have probably gone through by this time, 
you may have seen a copy of Earl Morse's letter to Phil Bernstein following 
up the NFJC Executive Committee discussion. Today, we received Phil's 
reply, a copy of which is enclosed. It was predictable. 

A week before last, Sidney Vincent came in to meet with Isaac Toubin 
and me preliminary to his drawing up plans for conducting the "Inventory" . 
In the course of our conversation, Isaac reminded Sid that he had never 
quite understood why Sid had urged him and me to voice our objections to 
the proposed Institute for Jewish Life just prior to its creation; and that when 
Isaac did in fact speak out he discovered that Sid was firmly committed to 
the creation of the Institute. I also mentioned to Sid that I had been baffled 
by this. Sid blew up. I had never seen him behave the way he did. He 
interpreted our remarks as impugning his integrity and said that in the cir­
cum stances he could not think of taking on the assignment which Phil had 
asked him to do. 

Despite all our efforts to calm him down and resume the discussion, he 
brusquely took his departure with the statement that he had a previously 
scheduled appointment. That appointment was with Phil Bernstein. I sub­
sequently reached Sid by phone at his daughter's home. He was still smarting 
from our earlier session. In response to my inquiry, he informed me that he 
had told Phil about our earlier meeting and said that he could not take on the 
assignment. Phil, he reported, tried to dissuade him, pointing out that this 
would be most embarrassing to him since he had already made an announce­
ment about Sid's doing the Inventory at the CJFWF' s Quarterly Board Meeting 
in L.A. After a lengthy meeting between the two of them, the matter was 

COUNCIL OF JEWISH CULTURAL AGENCIES 
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Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver -2- July 15, 197 4 

left undecided and Sid was to give it some further thought. I have heard 
nothing further from Sid. 

*************** 

On an entirely different matter, I am attaching a letter and its enclosure 
from Daniel Walden of Penn State University asking for support to help bring 
out a "modest journal devoted to American Jewish Studies, especially Ameri­
can Jewish Literature." Before I undertake to reply to him, I'd like to get 
your reactions. And while we are on the subject of journals, Charles Berlin 
sent me a copy of his letter to you about getting together to discuss the 
matter referred to in your note to Amie Band. When you get a chance, please 
send me a copy of that letter so that we have a record of it here. When would 
you like to set up the meeting with the AJS people in Cam bridge? 

I hope you will be able to attend the next meeting of the Reassessment 
Committee, August 3-4. Perhaps by that time you will have taken care of 
most of your summer weddings. There is a bare chance of my stopping off at 
Cleveland next week. I'm going to be in Columbus to go over with them 
their new Council for Jewish Culture. Sid Vincent mentioned something about 
the programs which Cleveland has undertaken stimulated by the Institute for 
Jewish Life, and after I had told him I 'WO uld like to get the details first hand, 
he invited me (grudgingly?) to visit Cleveland and see for myself. So I may 
just do that while I'm on the Columbus trip. 

***************** 

I'm enclosing some of the correspondence on Dr. William Glicksman's 
book. You will note that I have written in your name since the communica­
tions were addressed to you. 

Be well. 

vhs 
Encs. 

arron 
Director 

P .s. We just received a letter from Saul P. Wachs, Assistant Professor in 
the Philip W. Lown School at Brandeis~ asking for support for a project which 
involves a questionnaire to be submitted to Jewish students enrolled in courses 
of Jewish Studies at various universities as to their motivations in enrolling 
in such courses. Let's talk about this before I respond to Wach' s letter. 
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NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 
J 22 EAST 42ND STREET • NEW YORK, N. Y. )0017 • 490-2280 

Dr. ¥lilliam Glicksman 
1315 North 75th Street 
Philadelphia, Penna . 19151 

Dear Dr . Glick sman: 

July 16, 1974 

Please excuse the delay in replying to your earlier 
correspondence regarding possible assistance by the Founda­
tion in financing the publication of your book on the philan­
thropic institutions established by the Jews of Eastern Europe. 
I have just returned from abroad and this is the first opportu­
nity I have had to write you. 

At a ·· recent meeting of the Foundation's Executive 
Committee it was decided that for the. time being the Foundation 
would not offer grants-in-aid for publicq.tions pending a 
thorough review by a special Publications Committee on the 
needs in this area. It is expected that the entire question 
of Jewish scholarly publications will be explored and that 
recommendations will be made as to future Foundation policies 
and programs relating to this field. 

In view of this action, we shall not be able to do 
anything at this time about your manuscript. If there any change 
in the situation I shall be glad to be in touch with you again. 

Every good wish. 

gb 

Sincere! , 

~ -

D n~-- Jeremy Silver, Chairman 
Academic Advisory Council 

I 
I 

I 
. l 
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NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 
122 EAST 42ND STREET 

Dr. Solomon Grayzel 
Garden Court Apartments 

• 

4 7th and Pine Streets 
Philadelphia, Penna. 19143 

Dear Dr. Grayze l: 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 10017 • 490-2280 

July 16, 1974 

• 

Thank you for your kind letter of June 26th on behalf of Dr. William 
Glicksman. 

I regret the delay in replying but I was out of the country when your 
letter arrived and I have only now returned. 

As I have just explained to Dr. Glicksman, the Foundation's Executive 
Committee has discontinued for the time being our grants-in-aid program 
and has instructed a special committee to explore the entire matter of 
Jewish scholarly publications needs and programs and to submit recommenda­
tious foi· futu1t: aci::ivii..i~:s by the toundat1on in this area. It after the report 
of this committee there would seem to be some basis for reopening the matter 
of Dr. Glickman' s project, we shall be glad to do so. 

Meanwhile, I might point out that the estimate which Dr. Glicksman 
furnished us from a publisher to whom he had submitted his manuscript would 
raise some question about the validity of the Foundation's becoming involved 
in this venture. Apparently, Dr. Glicksman had suggested that 200 books be 
printed for which the publisher submitted an estimate of $2,900. It is really 
rather questionable for the Foundation to invest $15 per volume for a 160-page 
book of this type whose distribution would be so limited. However, the larger 
question referred to above will have a major role in determining the ultimate 
decision as to what the Foundation will do as regards Dr. Glicksman' s book. 

gb 

Thank you again for your interest. 

-:Z-E:;t.-.....,...:;;.::_:_ __ 4:k-->-
eremy Silver, Chairman 

ic Advisory Council 

COONCIL OP JEWISH CULTURAL AGENCIES 
American Academy for Jewish Res~:irch • Americ:tn Jewish Conincss • American Jewish Historical Society • Leo Bacck Institute • Canadian lewis~ Con1re11 Confercn<:e c.,n Jewish Social Studies • Congress for Jewish Culture • Council of Jewish Federations and Wclfore Fund• • Drorr.ic Unlvenaty tlistadruth lvri&h of America • Jewish A~cncy for Israel • Jewish ruhlic:ation Society of America • Jewish Rec:onsuuc&ionlll Founda&ion 

National Jewiah Welfare Bo.nd • Ye1hiva Univcnity • VIVO lnSlitu&e for Jewish Rcsearth 
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Dr. Harry L Barro• 
Natlonal Foandatloa For Jewlab Cal.tare 
122 Eaat 42nd Street 
New York, N. Y. 10017 

Dear-Harry: 

l. I tblnk tbat Walden ■boald be wlahed well aad told 
told that ■acb a recommendation woald have to come 
from oar Academic Advlaory Committee whlcb meet• 
ln Febraary of each year. I al•o think tbe■e people 
■hoald be pat lnto contact wltb -,,:•ms crowd wblch, 
a• Jacob■ baa often told a■, have be111D to bave prob­
lem■ wlth tbelr qaarterly. Perbap• there can be 
■om• coordlnatlOA of effort and fandlA1. 

Z. I talbd wltb Cbarl•• Berlln and be l ■ to 1•t back 
to me aboat a date. 

It wa■ 1oocl talkln1 wltb yoa. Keep oa top of tbe r•­
••••••mem ■tall. Tbere•• dynamite tbere. 

SlDcerely, 

Damel Jeremy Sll••r 

DIS:mp 
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NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 
122 EAST 42ND STREET • NEW YORK, N . Y. 10017 • 490-2280 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Ferk 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

July 26, 1974 

I am frankly mystified by your comments 
regarding Daniel Walden's request for help on a 
"modest journal devoted to American Jewish Studies, 
especially American Jewish literature". I can't 
see how bringing this to our Academic Advisory 
Council would be of any help nor how the AJS could 
be helpful to them. Do you have this confused with 
something else? 

I didn't receive a response from you to my 
postscript of July 15th regarding the inquiry from 
Ftofessor Saul P. Wachs. What is your opinion 
about this? 

Best regards . 

gb 

Harry . arron 
Executi e Director 



• 

NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 
122 EAST 42ND snEET • NEW YOll, N. Y. 10017 • 490-2280 

July 3~, i974 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver ~rk 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

The enclosed is the material which 
Sid Vincent prepared for the compilation 
of data on the educational and cultural 
institutions. I would appreciate your 
reactions as far as the NFJC is concerned. 

All the best. 

gb 
Encs. 

arron 
Director 



P R O S P E C T U S 

For A Study of the Services Presently Rendered and Suggestions 
For Extended Services in the Field of Jewish Education and Culture 

The presidents and executives of the American Association for Jewish Education, 

the Institute for Jewish Life, and the National Foundation for Jewish Culture, in 

cooperation with their opposite numbers in the Council of Jewish Federations and 

Welfare Funds, have authorized an informal study to provide answers to such ques­

tions as: 

What · are the needs of the American Jewish community in the field of 

Jewish education and culture? t;v\-.osG- ~~f"<.o" W l~ tul1-~Atr 

, 

2. To what extent and in what ways are the three named agencies contributing 

&_c~ Ne_~ ~!) 

4 ii~{( '-~A ? 
3. What plans do they have for meeting unmet needs -- anl what factors prevent 

their achieving such goals? 

4. How effective is the present relationship among the three agencies? Are 

there ways in which that relationship can be made more effective? 

S. Without undertaking an-extensive study, what other main agencies or re­

sources are presently (or potentially) available to meet needs in this 

field? 

The present, limited study is not designed to make recommendations for improvement 

of services in the educational~cultural field, but to supply the essential data 

and insights that will facilitate possible further planning by the leadership of 

the named organizations. 

• 
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To secure such information, each organization will be requested to submit data on 

its present structure and function, and plans and aspirations for the future. How­

ever, _the overriding aim of the study is not simply to compile an inventory of what 

is being accomplished by the agencies, but to gain an insight into how the communi­

ties of the country might most effectively be served, so that these agencies (and 

4tossibly others in the field) and the community as a whole can upgrade its work in 
d---~ 

I}'-} 1,-f' the_ i'i~!.:. 111 these agencies have as their central purpose enriching the quality I 

~, of Jewish life and helping to achieve Jewish continuit. Therefore, the data will 

~ e compiled ~ot on an agency by agency basis (though such materials will be available 

in exhibits) but by age served, field of interest, and future potential. ~~~ld 70u 

/ 
~ 

The underlying asswnption is that the Jewish communities of America are interested 

in creating conditions where: 

-- Jewish family life, which is usually regarded as the single most potent factor 

in achieving Jewish continuity, is interfused with Jewish meaning, values, and 

tradition. 

-- A variety of formal and informal Jewish educational options are available at 

all ages and at all levels, both to promote Jewish literacy and to provide cre­

ative Jewish experiences. 

J._~~ 

for interpre~ing Jewish life are provided -- through the arts 

(serving creators, interpreters and audiences), through publications (books, 

newspapers, magazines) and the mass media in general, and through upgrading 

the Jewish content of agencies and organizations. 

\)<, ~$.~ -

~ \f"..., 
~t.r'-.L~&...,CS 

,~~l -- The ''happenings" of Jewish life are preserved through imaginative archives 

and record keeping, and ongoing resea~ch is encouraged to provide continuing 

insights into and guidance about Jewish conditions and prospects. 

• 
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-- Leadership, both lay and professional, is planned for, encouraged, and developed 

in order to provide the teachers, scholars, administrators and communal leadership 

requisite to accomplish all the foregoing. 

Some areas of Jewish organizational life concerned with Jewish education and culture 

are not included in the above definitions. Most important is the religious sector, 

which has a crucial part to play in all the categories, but which does not fall within 

the scope of the present, limited study . 

• 
A questionnaire will be devised seeking to elicit the facts and the views of the 

three organizations (and possibly a few additional agencies whose work is relevant -­

primarily the National Jewish Welfare Board) as to the defined subject areas. 

The· results will be collated and the aim will be to produce a document useful to 

the three organiz~tions and the CJFWF if they decide to explore further what steps 

might be taken to serve the educational-cultural needs of the American Jewish coDDDu­

nity more effectively. 

eps 
August 1, 1974 
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QUESTIONNAIRE & GUIDE FOR AGENCY INTERVIEWS 

1. A formal statement of agency purpose, goal, or mandate would be helpful. If 

this doesn't exist, how would you summarize agency objectives? 

2. The most recent report of agency activity and function, and a chart of staff 

organization, if available, would be useful. 

3. More specifically as to function, what programs does your agency presently 
. 

conduct in each of the following areas centered on services to individuals? 

What programs would you like to initiate, given adequate resources? 

a. Jewish home and family life 

b. Pre-school children 

c. Elementary through Bar Mitzva 

d. High school youth 

e. University activities 

f. Adult education 

4. Overall services: What activities do you now carry on, or would you like 

to initiate, given adequate resources, in the following areas: 

a. Archives and record keeping 

b. Scholarships 

c. Publications 

d. Promoting the arts 

e. Programming for organizations 

f. Camps and retreats 

I• Prograas of relationship with Israel " 
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. 
S. In addition to the items listed in Questions 3 .and 4, what unmet needs are 

there in the educational-cultural field that you believe should be provided, 

not necessarily by your agency? ' . 

6. What is your estimate of the relationship presently existing among the 

agencies active in the educational-cultural field? Do you have suggestions 

as to how they can be strengthened? 

7. To what extent have your services been utilized by communities? What plans 

do you have for making your services more fully utilized by communities? 

• 
8. Personnel to direct and administer the national educational-cultural enter-

• prise is crucial. What activities have you undertaken -- or do you con­

template -- in tLis area? 

9. General comments ... Please feel free to comment broadly on the. issues 

defined in the Prospectus. 

• 

eps 
August 1, 1974 
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A111a•t l, 1974 

Dr. Harry I. Barron 
National Foandatlon For Jewl•b Caltare 
122 East 4Znd StNtet 

New York, N. Y. 10017 

Dear Harry: 

I thlnk I would respond structurally rather than aabatantt~ely to S. V. '• 
prospectaa. It le off base and nothing u1eful can result if we accept its 
atructare. 

1. The need• of the American Jewish community in "tbe field or Jewish 
education and culture" are so far beyond the competence of t be1e three 
1roap■ •• to make tbla broad statement of purpose laughable. 

What edacatlon l• Jewlab? 

Who l• to be edacated? 

What l• Jewl•b caltare? 

How can oae prea11me to define need• for a pollty, ''tbe American Jewish 

commG11lty," wblcb to a lara• de1ree ul•t• only ln the mlnd or the Feder­
atloaa. Tbe aaderlyln1 ••••mptlon la tllat ClFWF la competent to grap­
ple wltb tbl• problem. Tbla 1• qaeatloaable. Certainly t he llmlted ex­
peadltarea of ba.maa n•oarc• of tb• tbr•• a1encl•• represent s only a 
fractlon of one perceat of tile per•on• aad money •pent ln the field by 

•J'll&IOI•••• ceater•, camp•, d•f•n•• •a•nc:le•, re•earch ln1tlt11tllllli1 
etc. etc. 

Slace Slclaey l• DOt •1111•1tlll1 a ma••l•• natadJ of tbe wbol• fleld wbat 
be ba• dcme 1• to barclea tbrN llttle a1eaclea wltb a reapoa•lblllty tb•J 
cuuaot po••lblJ meet aad a ataadard tbey caanot po1albly matcb. 
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Tbe qae•tlon that oa1bt to be a•ked, 1lve11 tbe broad plctare, l• wbat llmlted 
role doe• tbe Foudatlon play? What llmlted aadlence doe■ lt •erve? Wbat 
llmlted fanctlon• can lt valldly perform? We are a •peclall••d a1ency and 
lf we move beyond oar competence we wlll wa■te oar e11er1le■ and aqaander 
oar per■ODDel. Before we en1a1• 1D &DJ ■ab■tantlYe ■tady an lnltlal reco1nl­
tlon ma■t be developed wblcb accept■ a ■peclflc role for aa and move■ from 
that klnd of esaberant rbetorlc wblch Sldney llke■ ao well - wblcb embrace■ 
everytbln1 &Ad •olvea aotbln1 - to tboae apeclfic pro1ram• wblcb can be ac­
compllabed. 

Z. Did we ln fact aatborl•• tbla ■tady for tbe parpo•e• aa11•ated? I thoa1bt 
tbat we aatborlzed tbe at11dy (lf in fact we did ao) to dlacover if and bow we 
could me■h certain apecific fWlctlon■. We dld not a1ree to accept a reapon­
eibility beyond tbat wbicb we already have - to do ao woald be aalcldal. I 
believe tbat it wa■ preci■ely to make recommendatlona for improvement of 
■ervice• ratber tban to "provide inal1ht to facllltate farther planning" that 
we authorised tbe ■tudy. We are not equipped to do ttie planning and certainly 
Pbll and Sidney canaot do it working from tbe seat of their pant a. 

There i ■ a certain cbuzpab. in all of this. We are being inflated oat of oar 
niche by ■ucb ■entencea as 11all theae agencies bave as tbelr central parpo•• 
enrichin1 tbe qulity of Jewish life and helping to eatabliab Jewi ■h contlnalty''­
a miabe1otten truiam which Lead• directly to tbe predetermined conclaalon 
that tb.e atady abould not be carried out on an agency by agency ba11le bat ''by 
age aerved, field of interest and future potential. " If tbe Federation• want 
aucb a atudy let tbem involve all of the groups dealing with these areas. A 
at11dy baaed on tbree agencies will end up with describing three little is-
land• of ••rvlce in a vaat ocean of need and the ialanda will be ■wamped by • 
any wind which Sidney and Pbll wish to blow up. 

Added to tbla i. ■ the fact that much or oar service to "Jewlah. ldentlty" is in­
direct. We do not judge acholarablp by direct contrlbation to the qaallty of 
Jewl■b llfe or a piece of ma•Lc ox- a book on pbiloaopby by lta dlrect contrl­
butlon to Jewlab lde.otlty. To force the artl1tlc and academlc fields lnto 
tbe kind of cllent and aervlce accoaotlna wltb which eoclal workers delight 
lJl la one of tbe 1reat crlm•• of the ao-called planning agencies and one 
wbicb we aboald not a1re• to. 

1 do not tblDk yoa abollld anawer the q11eatioooalre at all antil there i ■ a1ree­
ment on a more acceptable pro■pecta• and •et of 1alclellne ■• 

Slncerely, 

Dllnlel Jeremy Sliver 

DJS:mp 

• 



r,cs,dent 

Arnold J. Band 
University oi Cal ifornia 
Los Angeles 

v,cc-l'rcsid~nt.s 

Daniel J. Elazar 
Temple L'niversity 

Marvin Fox 
Ohio State university 

\Villiam \N. Ha!lo 
Yale L'niversity 

Michc:1cl A. Meyer 
Hebrew L' '."' ion College -
Jewish -lr~•:!'..! te of Religion 

Frank Talmage 
Universi•y ~! Toronto 

Sccret~r y-T re~urer 

Nahum M. Sarna 
Brandeis Lniversity 

• 
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ASSOCIATION FOR JEWISH STUDIES 

14 AugllS t 1974 Ex~cuti-ve s~,r~ury 

Charles Berlin 
Harvard University 
\\'idener library .\.1 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138 
61 i-495-2985 

Rabbi Daniel J. Silver 
·Natiora 1 Foundation for Jewish Culture 
122 East 42nd Street 
New York, ~ew York 10017 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

Further to our conversation of 1, Au~st 19~h, I am pleased 
to submit herewith a project pronosal of the Association 
for Jewish ~tudies and request consideration for the award 
of e grant in support of this project. 

As we indicated in our discussion, A~ has been awarded a ~rant 
of i1.~n~ (payahle over three years) by the Memorial Foundation 
for Jewish Culture in partial support of this project. The 
Association is thus in need of an additional $ 7,6, 000 over 
the stipulated three-year period. and is turning to the 
National Foundation for Jewish Culture in the hope that it 
will be able to provide partial support of this project. 

Sincerely yours, 

Charles Berlin 
Executive Secretary 

' 

Encl. : "Judaica for College Libraries: A Guide to the 
Development of Library Resources for Jewish Studies": 
Project Proposal. 
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Rabbi Silver - page 2 

Management functions will be assumed by the Association's Executive 
Secretary and his office. Needless to say, expenses in succeeding 
years will be significantly larger due to increased frequency of 
publication and inflation. 

Given the much lamented lack of vehicles for the publication of the 
fruits of Jewish sc~olarship, especially acute in light of unprecedented high 

levels of study and teaching in Jewish Studies in recent years, the 
publication of such a periodical would be a significant contribution 
to Jewish culture. 

The Association herewith submits this proposal for your favorable 
consideration. 

Encl.: 

J 

-. 

Sincerely yours, , 

(iu.dc~~-~(;--
Charles Berlin 
Executive Secretary 

"AJS Periodical Publication in Jewish Studje s - Proposed Budget." 

-, 

.. 



Expenses 

Editor 

Seeretary 

Printing 

Misc 

Total 

Income 

Sales 

Dues 

Total 

Deficit 

, . 
. . • . . ,. .. 

.. . 

AJS Periodical Publication in Jeviah Studies 

Proposed budget - first year 

17,0')0 

~LOO 

aooo 

1000 

# 14,400 

1400 

# 4,400 

♦ 10,000 

( 15 hrs/wk~ ~4 :r 

J2h0/mo X 10 9 

J21'00) 

( 1000 cop.; 350 pp.bk.) 

( Libraries: 
200 cop. {!) Jl5 -=-i},000 
less distriblltor 's 50o/~ = .fl, 500 
Individuals (AJS members)z 
300 cop.@ J6. •-, l, Bou. .. 
less distrib. cost of,?JXJ • t l, 500 ) 

. . . 
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NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 
122 EAST 42N~ STREET 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 

• 

University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

NEW YORK, N. Y, 10017 • 49().2280 

August 15, 1974 

I thought our sessions with the AJS people in Cambridge went off 
rather well and we shall see what they come up with in their written re­
quest. 

Our subsequent discussions were also helpful. In partial follow-up, 
I am enclosing our current roster of the .Academic Advisory Council, indicating 
the year of appointment for each of the men. As you will see, four of the 
men have served continuously since 1967 (Hyman, Silberman, Sklare and 
Twersky) and two have been on since 1968 {Neusner and Rivkin). I enclose a 
list of some names of people who might be considered as replacements. No 
doubt you will have some other suggestions. In addition, we should give 
some thought to some people in the peripheral areas, such as Music, Poetry, 
Drama, etc. 

May I remind you about sending in a squib on your forthcoming book 
which we can use in our next issue of the Reporter. 

It was real good to spend some time with you. Many thanks for your 
help. Enjoy what remains of the 

vhs 
Enc. 

'fY arron 
Executive Director 

P. S. -- I'm also enclosing here the brief introductory materials on Scholar­
ship and Research which served as a springboard for the discussions of the 
recent meeting of our Reassessment Committee. I would welcome your think­
ing as to what ways you see the Academic Advisory Council expanding its 
activities in these areas. 

COUNCIL OF JEWISH CULTURAL AOENCIES 
American Academy for Jewlah Reaearch • American Jewl1h Consren • American Jewl1h Hl1torlcat Society • L4IO Baeck Institute • Canadian Jewllh Conare11 

Conferen~e on Jewllh ~••• Studlet • Conareu for Jewl1h Cutt~re • Council of. Jewllh Federations and Welfare Fund• • Dropele Unlvenity 
Hl1tadruth lvrtth of A~rlca • Jewl1h A1ency for larael • Jewllh Publication Society of America • Jewi1h Recon1tructioni1t Foundation 

National Jewllh Welfare Board • Yllhiva Unive"1,Y • YIVO ln1titute for Jewilh Rnearch 



N/\TI<.)N,\l. l'OUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURC 

/\C/\D[MIC ADVISORY COUNCIL 

1974 - 1975 

Dr. Arnold iJr, nd 1113 
Dept. of Modern Hebre\v Litcrd ture 
University of Californiu, Los J\ngeles 

Dr. Salo W. Baron ( Honorury) 
Professor Emeritus, Jewish 1-fis tory, 

Literature & Institutions 
Columbia University 

Dr . . Emil L. Fackenheim 117 f 
Dept. of Philosophy 
University of Toronto 

Dr. William W. Hallo I \71 
Dept. of Assyriology 
Yale University 

Dr. Ben Halpern I i7t/ 
Dept. of Near Eastern .• 

and Judalc Studies 
Brandeis University 

/Dr. Arthur Hyman 17f-7 
Dept. of Philosophy 
Yeshiva University 

✓or. Jacob Neusner t1'i 
Dept. of Religious Studies 
Brown University 

v Dr. Eliis Rivkin lCf ~i 
Dept. of History 
Hebrew Union College -
Jewish Institute of Relgiion 

Dr. rri"-'h l,usenlhdl 111' 
Dept. ut Sociology 
Queens College 

Dr. Nahum M. Sarna, Chairman t 113 
Dept. of Near Eastern 

and Juda.ic Studies 
Brandeis University 

Dr. David Sidorsky 1413 
Dept. of Philosophy 
Colun:bi.J University 

V Dr. Lou H. Silberman ,q, 1 
Dept. of Religious Studies 
Vanderbilt University 

Dr. Marshall Sklare t.1"7 
Dept. of Near Eastern 

and Judaic Studies • 
Brancieis University 

/or. Isadore Twersky I 1 {,'/ 
Dept. o f Near Eastern 

Languages and Civilizations 
Harvard University 

Dr. Harry A. Wolf son (Honorary) 
Profess or Emeritus, 
Hebrew Literature and Philosophy 
Harvard University 

Dr. Solomon Zei ti.in (Honorary) 
Professor of Rabbinic Law 

ar1d Lore 
Dropsie University 

Dr. Daniel Jeremy Silver, Chairm'1n 
Dr. Harry I. Barron, Secre:a:-y 
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SOME SUGGESTED NAMES FOR ACADEMIC ADVISORY COUNCIL 

ROBERT ALTER 
Professor of Comparative Literature 
University of C alifomia, Berkeley 

ALEXANDER ALTMANN 
Professor of Jewish Philosophy 
Brandeis 

CHARLES ANGOFF 
Professor Emeritus of English 
Fairleigh Dickinson 

JOSEPH BLAU 
Professor of Religion 
Columbia 

ROBERT CHAZAN 
Professor of Jewish History 
Ohio State 

MARVIN HERZOG 
Professor of Yiddish Languages 

and Culture 
Columbia 

ABRAHAM G. DUKER 
Chainnan, Department of 

Jewlsh Studies 
Brooklyn 

DANIEL ELAZAR 
Professor of Political Science 
T?e~ple 
f~ 1 P~ 1 q I ~y 

JOSHUA FISHMAN 
Vice-President for Academic 

Affairs 
Yeshiva 

MERVIN VERBIT 
Professor of Sociology 
Brooklyn 

MARVIN FOX 
Professor of Philosophy 
Brandeis 

IRVING GREENBERG 
Chainnan, Department of Jewish Studies 
City College 

LEONARD FEIN 
Professor of Near Eastern Studies 
Brandeis 

YOSEF YERUSHALMI 
Professor of Jewish History 
Harvard 

MICHAEL MEYER 
Associate Professor of Jewish History 
HUG-Cincinnati 

YOC,HANAN MUFFS 
Seminary Professor of Bible 
Jewish Theological Seminary 

BEN -ZION NETANYAHU 
Professor of Hebrew Language and 

Literature 
Cornell 

DAVID NEIMAN 
Professor of Theology 
Boston College 
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SCHOLARSHIP 

The NFJC has from the beginning had a keen interest in the activities 

of Jewish scholarship. There is no way of assessing how deep the impact 

of the NFJC efforts, particularly through the grants program, has been on 

the development of the Jewish Studies programs, which is such a remarkable 

development on the American scene, except to know that it has been sig­

nificant. In addition to its · grants program, it has served as a major source 

of information in the establishment of chairs of Jewish Studies, and played 

a vital role in the creation of the Association for Jewish Studies, which has 

now carved for itself a leadership position in its area of competence. But 

there is strong awareness that much of what is happening is not necessarily 

in response to what the real needs are. What is a Jewish Studies program? 

Should there be an effort to avoid the spread of small, weak programs, and 

conversely, to stimulate the growth of large and stronger programs? Should 

there be planning in regard to professional standards, curricula, texts, de­

grees? Should certain areas of scholarship be stimulated to meet needs that 

would not otherwise be met? In terms of the Reassessment Committee, the 

question that needs to be answered is the degree of responsibility of the NFTC. 

Are we one among a number of agencies interested in this field? Do we have 

special responsibility for planning and coordination? 

As with other functional areas, the NFJC has conducted discussions 

with other interested organizations regarding developments and problems 

in this area. However, these have been on an ad hoc basis, ,1nd the prob­

lems are not yet being addressed. There is a variety of interests concerned 

with this field, including university administration, faculty, students, 

financial supporters (including federations) and the general community which 
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is in need of some of the results of creative scholarship. Can we play an 

effective leadership role and is it our responsibility to do so? As with other 

functional efforts, activism in this area demands the time of both staff 

and laymen. 
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RESEARCH 

The area of research is similar to that of publications in that a great 

deal is taking place, but without any sense of priorities, and a great deal 

of what might need to be done is not being performed. The obvious centers 

for research work are in the universities, but there are also a number of 

organizations which are sponsoring and conducting research. In general, 

the work that takes place in the universities is determined by the scholar's 

individual interests without too much regard for what might be the priority 

needs of the comm unity, if these could be defined. The organizations in­

volved in sponsoring or conducting research usually have a purpose for the 

activity related to their function, such as the defense agencies' work on 

prejudice. Others, particularly agencies affiliated with the JCA, such as 
' . 

the American Academy for Jewish Research, Conference on Jewish Social 

Studies, etc., have a strong interest in research per se. 

There is at present no central planning for what is going on in research 

nor any to see that activity that might be of particular importance to the Jew­

ish community is being done. The community is probably in great need of 

data regarding the demography, economic status, educational accomplish­

ments, religious and communal affiliations, of Jews in America, but no-one 

has defined this need or assumed responsibility to see that it be met. 

Does the NFJC have a role in seeing that what needs to get done will 

indeed happen? Does it have a responsibility to try to bring some order of 

priorities into this field? To accomplish these goals, a formal structure 

with representation from many groups and individuals might need to be 

created. Assuming that it is the NFJC' s role to assist in creating and per-
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haps staffing this new instrument, there are further implications that would 

need to be assessed. If major research projects would be recommended, 

what is the role of the NFJC in seeing that they receive the necessary 

financi_al support? What are the implications for the NFJC 's own administra­

tive budget? 
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Arnold J. Band 
University of Cal1iorn1a 

Los Angeles 

\ ' ,ce•Prcsidcnts 

Daniel J. Elazar 
Temple University 

Marvin fox 
Ohio State University 

William W. Hallo 
Yale University 

Michael A. Meyer 
. Hebrew Union College -

Jewish Institute of Religion 

Frank Talmage 
University of Toronto 

Secretary-T reaure, 

Nahum M. Sarn~ 
Brandeis University 

ASSOCIATION FOR JEWISH STUDIES 

14 August 1974 

Rabbi ne~iel J. ~ilver 
~ational Foundation for Jewish Culture 
l~~ rest L2nd ~tre~t 
~ew York, New York 1~017 

~ear Rabbi Silver: 

Charles Berlin 
Harvard Un ivcr~ i t~· 
\\'idencr Library M 
C."! mbr idgc, ,\1assach "':>t' t, ::. LI .'. : j~ 

61 7-495-2985 

Further to the meeting of Arnold Band end myself with you 

and Harry Barron on 13 August 197h, we are pleased to submit 

herewith formal application to the National Foundation for 

Jewish Culture for a grant of/i 10,000 per annum for a period 

of five years in support of the Association's publication of a periodic 

devoted to Jewish Studies. 

The Association for Jewish Studies proposes to issue, beginning in 

1975, a periodical publication devoted to all areas of Jewish 

Studies, including:Biblical Studies; Rabbinics; Jewish Literature 

and Philology, Jewish Thought, and Jewish History,- of fil periO?s• 

Following a policy of building on strength, the Association plans 

to begin publication with a periodical appearing initially one~ 

a year and - as circumstances warrant and resources permit -

to increase frequency of appearance to three or four times a 

year. Thus, it is hoped that what will initie.llv appear e.s ~., 

annual will evolve into a quarterly. 

The Association hopes that within a five-year period it will he 

able to develop a circulation that will enable the journal to 

be self-supporting toe certain de~ree. Since the overwhelmi~ 

majority of scholars and students in Jewish Studies in the 

United States are members of AJS, it is not an unreasonable ~oal. 

In addition, the Association will have to develop supplementary • 

sources of support to the exten t ~eeded. 

Appended to this letter is a proposed bud~et for the first y~ar 

of publication. It should be noted tha t , in atirli.t.ion to direct 

support from A~ dues end sales income, the Ass~~iation is 

absorbing the total cost of the services of a ma r.BP, ing editor. 
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Association for Jewish Studiea 

Project Proposal: 

AlMi ! 91974 

[ Av~ '"' 1 ~ q 1~ 

Judaic& tor College libraries; a guide to the development or library 
resources for Jewish Studies. 

1. The proliferetion of Jewish Studies pro~rarns at colleges e.nd universitjes 
in the United States ~~d elsewhere in recent years is a welco=ie and 
encoura.gin~ pheno~enon. ~ssential to the success of these ~rogra;ns is 
the develop~ent oi' adecr..:.e;te Judaic a. libra.rJ resources. It is i.Jrrpera.ti ve 
that colleges and u.,ive!"sities be assisted in develo?ing such library 
resources in Jewish St~d.ies . 

• 

2. Unfortunately there does not exist for Jewish Studies a standard, 
authoritative bibliogra?tY which can be used by institutions as a guide for 
the develo~~ent of libr1..-y resources, as is the case in other areas of 
-study ( e .~., Voight and Treyz, 3co_k_s _foi:_coll~~-_lij_:t:~ie_s; A.~erican 
Historical Association, .Guiq_e to_l1_~st,9rical li.itt~u.:..e; Wir.chell, Guide 

to Refer~~~e Eook§). 

3. The Association for Jewish Studies proposes to prepare a classified, 
annotated and graced biQlicgraphic guide listing JudaiQ·tin various la.~~un;;es. 
The guide will be -prepared by a team of scholars represen'ting the various 
disciplines in Jewish Studies, assisted by a groU? of research assistants. 

The project director and head of the editorial boa.rd will be 
Dr. Cherles Berlin, Lee M. Frie~e.n Bibliographer in Jud~ica and. Head 
of the Hebrew Department at the Harvard University Library. 

As an indication of its support of this project, the Harvard 
Library has a.greed to provide quarters at no cost for the project in the 
Library's Hebrew De-part~ent and to pennit the project's staff to utilize 
the Harvard Library's l.I:'1-=iense Judaica Collection as its bibliographic 
base of operations. 

When published, the bibliography will serve as a guide to colleges 
and universities in the develO!J~ent of Library resources to s~port 
programs in Jewish Studies either already in existence ·or in the planning 
stage. 

4. Proposed project budget: 

I. Planning stage (Year I} 

A. Editor 
B. Assistant Editor 
C. Editorial Board 

1. Bible Edi tor 
2. Rabbinic a Edi tor 
3. History & Social Sciences Ed. 
4. Literature & Fhilolocy ~d.itor 
5. Philosophy & Religion Editor 

$1500 
1500 

600 
600 
6oo 
600 
€,oo 

• 



• - •. - • , 

I. Plannin8 stage (Year I) - continued 
D. Secretarial Assistant. 
E. Travel, 3 meetings 
P. Books & Supplies 
G. Telephone 
B. Copying services 

Total, Stage I 

II. Research and Preparation (Years II-III) 

A. Editor 
B. Assistant Editor 
C. Editorial Boar1 

1. Bible Edi tor 
Research Assistants,3(~•6oo 

2. Rabbinics Edi 4;or 
Research Assistants~3 1~ 600 

3. History and Social Sciences Ed. 
Research Assistants,6 :a oOO 

4. Li tera.ture & Philology·· Edi tor 
Research Assista.'1ts, 4 :· n 600 

5. Philogosphy & Religion Editor 
Research Assistants,5(.::, 6oo 

Total, Editorial Board 
D. Secretarial Assistant 
E. Travel, Editorial Boa.rd; 3 meetings 
F. Books and Supplies 
G. Telephone 
H. Copying Services 

!otal, Stage II 

GRAND TOTAL, YEARS I-III 

$2000 
2500 
,00 
100 
100 

$1200 
$1800 
1200 
1800 
1200 
36oo 
1200 
2400 
1200 
3000 

• 

$2,000 
2,000 

18,600 
6,000 
2,500 

400 
200 
300 

, 

ll,000 

32,000 

5. Upon completion of the project, the Association will t>ublish the guide. 
There have been indications of interest by various publishers, co~~ercial 
and non-comerci~l, in co-S9onsoring publication. The possibility of editions 
in other 1-an«;usge~ will be considcrt:d at 'that time. 

6. The Association for Jewish Studies is herewith foma.lly requesting a 
grant for the planning and preparation of a bibliogr3phic v,uide to the 
development of library resources in support of Jerish Studies progr~. 



NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 
122 EAST 42ND STREET • NEW YORK, N. Y. 10017 • 490-2280 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

August 19, . 1974 

As you probably know, Dr. Barron is out of the city 
this week . However, he has asked me to _forward to you the 
enclosed copies of correspondence with the Association for 
Jewish Studies. 

He will talk to you about this when he returns to the 
office. 

nb 
encs 

Kind regards. 

Sincerely, 

Doris B. Sattenstein 
Office Manager 



• 

NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 
122 EAST 42ND STREET • NEW YORK, N. Y. 10017 • 

August 27, 1974 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, OH 44106 

-Dear Dan: 

490-2280 

The enclosed check is as -per your statement of expenses • 

for the trip to Boston. 

I am awaiting your reactions to the letters from Charles 

Berlin. 

As soon as I get a chance I'll fill you in on the latest 

meeting of the Board of the Institute for Jewish Life and 

related developments. 

dbs 
enc 

Warm regards. 



\ 

August 30. 1974 

Dr. Harry Barron 
Natlonal Foandatlon for Jewl•b Calture 
122 E. 4Znd St. 
N w York, N. Y. 10017 

Dear Harry: 

Let me diaca.•• wltb you ln tb.l■ letter eeveral matter■. 

We ahould drop from oar list tbe four men who have ••rved 
consecatlvely aince 1967. If thle ia agreeable I will wrlte 
them the appropriate note of thank•. I would •u11••t a• 
succe1sor1 Daniel Elezar to aubetltate for Sldare; Yerci­
shalml to aubetltate for Tweraky; Bernard Martin to aub­
atltute for Hyman and Mlcbael Myera to eobatltute for 
Sllberman. Tbla woald keep our aeograpblc and our 
academic bal&Ace. 

On the Cbarlea Berlln aubmiaaion: tbere t ■ no lndlcatlon 
that the periodical would include ■oclal thought and demo­
graphy - are Sklare et al out? I would prefer that there be 
an ln.dlcatlon that a aerlou attempt will be made by tbe 
Aaaoclatlon to promote diatrlbutlon of tbla Annual-Qaarterly 
•• broadly a• po••lble. Slnce all editor'• salary i• lncladed 
there oqbt to be ■ome jaatlflcatlon that almllar acbolarly 
pabli•bln1 project• do 1D fact pay thelr acholar-edltor. 
Certainly tbat qaeatlon will be aaked at oar meetUll. 

1 traat C. B. wlll make th••• mlaor adj11atment•. lf ao l 
flDd tbe appllcatlon acceptable and wOGld be bappy to a11bmlt 
at Ollr next Board meetlq. 

DJS:mp 
Danlel Jeremy Sllver 



NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 
122 EAST 42ND STREET • NEW YORK, N. Y. 10017 • 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 . 

Dear Dan: 

September 6, 1974 

490-2280 

By this time you may have received your own copy of the 
Program for the AJS Sixth Annual Conference at Harvard on 
October 27th and 28th, but on the chance that you have not yet 
gotten yours, I am sending along a photocopy. 

I am altogether in agreement with your ideas about the 
changes to be ma.de in members of our Academic Advisory Council. 
If you intend to write to the people (both those who are going 
off and those to be invited to come on) I would appreciate your 
sending us carbon copies for our files. For the new people, I 
would like to suggest that you indicate that in addition to 
their work in connection with the applications for grants you 
also allude to the possibility of their being of help to us in 
other aspects related to the whole field of Jewish scholarship 
and Jewish Studies in which the Foundation is involved. 

I concur with your observations regarding the AJS's requests 
for new projects. Do you want to write to Charles Berlin on 
this or do you want me to handle it? 

dbs 
enc 

Warm regards . 



'/:j~ 
__ _If: Se.ion II, Section D: (cont'd) 

• 
&,me Methodological Pr-:>blems and Aids 
• to Research in East European Jewry 
•· Lucjan Dobroszycki 

YIVO Institute for Jewish Research 

Luncheon 

• President's Addre~ 
Arnold J. Band 
University of California, l.os Angeles 

Busine• Meeting 

2, ~ l>G 

~ion III, Section A: Achievements 
and Horizons in Qumran Studies 

Chairman: Baruch A. Levine 
New York University 

Scriptural Exegesis and the Qumran Legal 
Tradition 

Lawrence Schiffman 
New York University 

Elements of Continuity and Innovation in the 
Letters and Documents of the Bar Kosiba 
Period 

Jonas Greenfield 
Hebrew University 
YilitinK Professor, Brandeis University 

111e Praent State of Qumran Studies and the 
Bible 

Frank M. Cross 
Horvard University 

2:00 P.M. Se~ion Ill, Section B: The Knowledge of ·. 
God in Modern Jewish Philosophy 

Chairman: Marvin Fox 
Brandeis University 

God as Idea and Existence in the Thought of 
Hermann Cohen 

Amos Funkcnstein 
University of California, Los Angeles 

Franz Rosenzweig's Knowledge of God Through 
History 

Gershon Greenberg 
American University 

Revelation and Dialogue in the Thought of 
Martin Buber 

Steven Katz 
Dartmouth College 

The Awareness of God in the Thought of Abraham 
Joshua Heschel: A Methodological Investigation 

Fritz Rothschild 
Jewish Theological Seminary of America 

SEP - 61974 

ASSOCIATION FOR JEWISH STUUIES 

SIXTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

Harvard University 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 

October 27-28, 1974 



AU~ will be hnd •t tit, Hanord F11cul1y Club, 20 Quincy S1ree1, 
Q,rab""6e, M•uachu•tts. 
H NH »'i-1 Hr MIC -.k + M 

Sunday, October 27, 197 4 

10:00 AM. Registration; Coffee 
Meetina of AJS Board of Directon 

12:30 P .M. Luncheon 

The Luminous and the Dark Mirror: 
Trandonnatio• of a Tbeolo&ical Concept 

Alexander Altmann 
Brande;, Univer1ity 

2:_00 P.M. Session I, Section A: The Impact of the 
State of Israel on Jewish Thought 

Chairman: Leonard J. Fein 
Brandeis University 

Galut and Redemption 
Elie1.er Berkovits 
Hebrew Theolo8ical College 

DiasporillD and bnelo-Centri11D 
AvrahamAvihai 
Hebrew University 

The Holocaust and the State of lnel: 
Their Relation 

Emil F ackenheim 
University of Toronto 

2:00 P.M. Session I, Section B: New Idioms in 
Israeli Literature ( in Hebrew) 

<.:twnnan: Arnold J. Band 
University of California, Los Angele~ 

The Poetic lcUom of Yehudah Amichai 
Robert Alter 
University of Califomia, Berkeley 

Stylistic Dmcea in the Works of 
Amalia Kahana-Cannon 

Warren Bargad 
Hebrew Union College, Cincin1111ti 

2:00 P.M. Seaionl,SectionB: (mnt'd) 

The Poetry of Consctousnea t f Natan Zach 
A mold J. Band 

S:00 P .M. Practica 

I, Archival Research in Judaica: 
Resources and Problems 

Chairman: Nathan M. Kaganc,ff 
American Jewish Historit ·aJ Society 

Discussant: Zosa Szajkowski 
YIYO Institute for Jewish Research • 

Response : Stanley F. Chyet 
American Jewish Archives 

11:The Shiftin& Roles of the Rabbi 
and the Jewish Scholar 

Chairman: Ruth R. Wisse 
McGill University 

Discussants: Arthur Green • 

6:30 P.M. Sherry 

7:00 P.M. Banquet 

University of Penn~lvania 
Norman Lamm 
Yeshiva University 

Tribute to Profeaor Shalom Spieael 
Judah Goldin 
University of Pennsylvania 

Response 
Shalom Spiegel 
Jewish Theological Seminary of Americd 

Monday, October· 28. t 974 
. ~ 

9:30 A.~I. Sesmon II. Section A: Literary Cri 
of the Bible: the ComparaaiYe A'llt 
Chairman: William W. Hallo • 

Yale Unwenlty 

Letten, Prayers and Letter.Prayeb 
William W. Hallo 

Mesopotamian Epics as Modela for -• 
Literary Criticilln 

Jeffrey H. Tigay 
University of Pen,uylwatM 

The Tukulti-Ninw1a Epic and Some 
tions on Isnelite Epic and COffllllll 1 

Peter Machinist 
Case Weatmi Re_,,e llnlPartty 

Upritic Ritual Texta and Literature ~ 
Biblical Cult 

Baruch A. Levine 
New York University 

9:30 A.M. Se~ion II, Section B: Tensions 
Adjustments in F.ast European J 
Identity During the Last Decades 
the Tsarist Regime 

Chairman: Robert M. Seltzer • 
Hunter College 

Simon Dubnow's Diaspora NatklwU• . 
I as a Respome to the Moclemizatioa 

of Ru~ian Jewry 
Robert M. Seltzer 

Russian-Jewish Mannen and Monll • ,: 
Reflected in Certain Late Nineteeatll,. 
Century Hebrew Novels 

William Cutter 
Hebrew Union <:ollege, Los An,-

Socialist Respoues to the Problem of 
Jewish Identity ' 

Zvi Gitelman 
University of Michigan 

•• 
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NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 
122 EAST 42ND STREET • NEW YORK, N. Y. 10017 • 

September 9 , 19 7 4 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver fark 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

490-2280 

Bernie Olshansky recently advised us that the 
Combined Jewish Ihilanthropies of Boston t a d approved 
an increased allocation to the Joint Cultural Appeal of 
$22,000 -- $5,000 more than was allocated in 1973. 
He particularly asked that I let you know about this since 
they had much guilt about the disheartening experience 
when you appeared before the Boston Board last year, a nd 
they were eager to make amends . 

So, while you couldQ~ t squeeze blood out of a 
turnip la st year, your effo / were not forgotten. 

gb 

I 

rr \.~:-~arron 
Execu ~ Director 



.. 

Sep ember 12, 197' 

Mr. Bernard Olab.anaky 
Combined Jewiab Pbllantbrople• ol 
Greater BoatOA, Inc. 
72 Franklin Street 
Boaton, Ma••• 02110 

Dear Ber.ale: 

Harry tell• me tbat Boaton baa juat lncreaaed it• JCA 
allocationtt~■t1 that you w&Ated me to know tbat my trlp 
waa not ln vain. I alway• enjoy being wltb yoa and what­
ever we do ia for oar comm11Dltle• and dolllllon• wlth 
tbe bope of any lmmedlate adwanta1e, bat ln a cooper­
ative way. I am dell1bted wltb Boatoa'• actlon and I 
am 1ratefal to yo11. Happy New Year. 

Slllcerely, 

Dalllel Jeremy SllYer 

DJS:mp 



. \ .. 

September 12, 1974 

Dr . . HarrJ I. Barron 
National FoWldatlon For Jewiah Caltare 
122 Eaat 42ad Street 
New York, N. Y. 10017 

Dear Harry: 

Tbe encloaed cople• are •elf-explanatory. 

I think lt woald be beet lf yoa would talk to Cbarl•• Berlln 
privately alld dlrec;;ly o••r • he content of my letter. Tbere 
la ao ••• ln makUll any official correapondence. 

Happy New Year. 

DJS:mp 

Encl. 

Slncerely, 

Dualel Jeremy Sllver 



Dr. Yoeef Yeruahalml 
Profe11or of Jewlab Hlatory 
Harvard Unlverel y 
Cambrldge, Ma••· 

Dear Yoaer: 

September 12, 1974 

The Academlc Advlaory Commlttee of the National Foandatlon For 
Jewlah Culture revlew1 all appllcatlona for acbolarahlp ald, pre­
doctoral candidate• and apeclal requea • whlch come to the Foun­
dation from varlou• inatltutlon•, publishing houaea etc. In the 
paa r. we have been able to award annually some elght to ten fel­
lowahlpa ln Jewlah ·Studlea, and thle year we wlll begln a pro1ram 
of provldlng awnmer 1.lpenda for Pb. D. candldatee preparln1 for 
.. he comprebenalve examlnatlon. Member• of our Academlc Ad­
visory Council are urned to for advice and help whenever Foan­
datlon work 1.ouchea the area of scholarahlp. 

On behalf of Earl Moree, !:he Prealden of the FoWlda ion, and 
•• Chairman of the Academic Advlaory Committ ee 1 am pleased 
co invite you to joln ln our work •• a member of our comml:tee. 
We meet once a year ln New York to revlew scholarship appll­
catlon■, and lrreaularly if and when there la reaeon to do so. 
The Academlc Advlaory Councll l• compo•ed of aenlor academlc• 
who repreeent all the dleclpllnea encompaaaed by the term Jewlah 
Studies. I hope you wlll be wllllna to joln ln tbla work. May l 
hear from you. 

Wltb all 100d wlahea for tbe New Year I remaln 

Slncerely, 

Danlel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



• . . • 

Dr. Bernard Mart ln 
J?epartment of Rell1lon 
Caae-Weatern Reaerve Unlveralty 
Cleveland, Ohlo 44106 

Dear Bernle: 

September 12, 1914 

The Academlc Advlaory Commlttee of tbe Natlonal Foundation For 
Jewlab Culture revlewe all appllcatlon• for acbolarahlp ald, pre­
doctoral candldatea and apeclal reque• ~• whlcb come to the Foun­
dation from varloue lnat ltutlons, publlablng house■ etc. In the 
paat we have been able to award annually aome el1ht to ten fel­
lowahlpe ln Jewl•b· Studlea, and thl1 year we. wlll begln a pro1ram 
of provldlng aummer 1t lpende for Ph.D. candidate• preparln1 for 
tbe comprebenalve examlnatlon. Member• of our Academlc Ad­
vlaory Council are turned t o for advlce and help whenever Foun­
dat ion work touche• the area of acholar1blp. 

On behalf of Earl Mor••• the Prealdent of the Foundat lon, and 
•• Chairman of ~he Academlc Advlaory Commlttee I am pleaeed 
to lnvit e you to joln ln our work as a member of our comml tee. 
We meet once a year ln New York to revlew echolarablp appll­
cat lon•, and lrre1ularly if and when ..:here is rea1on to do ao. 
The Academic Advlaory Cou.ncll l• compoaed of eenlor academlc• 
who repre••n~ all the dl•clpllne• encompa•••d by the ~•rm Jewlab 
Studlea. I hope you will be wllllng to joln ln tbl■ work. May l 
hear from you. 

Wltb all 100d wl•h•• for tbe New Year l remaln 

Slncerely, 

Danlel J'eremy Sllver 

DJS:mp 



• 
. .. 

Dr. Danlel J. Ela&ar 
Temple Unlveralty 
Department of Sociology 
Pbiladelphla, Pa. 19122 

Dear Danlel: 

September 12, 1974 

Tbe Academlc Advlaory Commlttee of tbe Natlonal Fowidatlon For 
J'ewlah Culture revlew• all appllcatlon• for acbolarablp ald, pre­
doc l,oral candidates and apeclal requeet• whlcb come to the Foun­
da lon from varlou• lnstltutlons, publlablng house• etc. In the 
pa•t we have been able to award annually some el1ht to ten fel­
lowehlpa ln Jewlsb Studiee, and thl• year we wlll begln a pro1ram 
of provldlng summer etlpenda for Pb. D. candldate1 preparln1 for 
tbe comprehenalve examlnatlon. Members of 011r Academic Ad­
vlaory Cowicll are t urned to for advlce and belp whenever Foa.n­
datlon work touchea the area of acbolarablp. • 

On behalf of Earl Moree, tbe Prealdent of the Foundation, and 
•• Cbalrman of the Academic Advleory Committee I am pleased 
to lnvlte you to joln ln our work •• a member of our committee. 
We meet once a year ln New York to revlew scholarship appll­
cationa, and lrre1warly lf and when t here i1 reason to do •o. 
The Academlc Advlaory Councll l• compo••d of aenlor academlc:• 
wbo repreaen~ all the dl•clpllne• encompa••ed by tbe term J'ewlab 
Studlea. I hope you will be wllllng to joln ln tbla work. May 1 
hear from you. 

Wlth all 100d wl•h•• for tbe New Year I remain 

Sincerely, 

Danlel J'eremy Sllver 

DJ'S:mp 



• • • 
• 

iDi-. Maraball Sklare 
Profe••or of Soclolo1y 
Wurzweller School of Social Work 
Yeahlva Unlver•lty 
S5 Flftb Ave. 
New York, N. Y. 10003 

Dear Mar•ball: 

September 12, 1974 

It has been my prlvlle1• to •erve wltb you on the Academlc•Ad­
vleory Coll.Dell for the paet seven year•. We have done a great 
deal ln that tlme. Over $350,000 ha• been •ent out to develop 
young acholar• and mature acbolarablp and we have refined our 
procedure• • a proce•• which ■tlll goea on. 

It la lmportant from tlme to tlme for every group to rotate lt• 
Board and retlre wltb gra ltude and thanks lt• moat devoted mem­
ber■. Tbat tlme ha• come. Offtclally on behalf of the Foundation 
and it• Prealdent, Earl Morae, I want to thank you for your tlme 
and your partlclpation and, per•onally, may I say how much I 
cherleb yoar frlend•hlp and help. Reat a1aared that I wlll con­
tinue to do all that I can to aee tbat a 1lgnlficant port lon of 
J'oandatlon monle• are put to the purpo•e we valae. 

I would be 1rateful for any tboa1ht■ that you may bave toward■ 

lncrea•ln1 the effectlvene■■ of our work. 

Happy New Year from boa•• to ho11ee. 

Aa alway•, 

Daniel Jeremy Sllver 

DJS:mp 



• 

Dr. Arthur Hyman 
Profeaaor of Pblloaophy 
Yeshiva Unlverelty 
186th and Amsterdam 
New York, N. Y. 10033 

Dear Arthur: 

September 12, 1974 

It ha• been my privlle1e to serve with yo11 on tbe Academic Ad-
. vleory Cowicll for the paat seven year•. We bave done a great 
deal ln that tlme. Over $350, 000 baa been sent out to develop 
young scholar• and mature acholarablp and we have reflned our 

procedure• - a proce•• whlch atlll goe• on. 

It la important from tlme to _tlme for every group to rotate lt• 
Board and retire wltb gratltude and thank■ lta moat devoted mem­

ber•. That tlme ba1 come. Offlclally on behalf of the Foundation 

and lt1 Pre•ldent, Earl Mor••• l want to thank you for your tlme 
and your part lclpatlon and, peraonally, may I aay how much I 
cherlab your frlend1hlp and help. Rest aaaured that I wlll con­

tinue to do all that I can to aee that a algnlflcant portlon of 
Foundation monle■ are put to the purpo■e we value. 

I would be 1ratef11l for any thought• that you may bave toward• 
1nc·rea1lng the effectlvene•• of our work. 

Happy New Year from boa•• to boa••· 

A• alway■, 

Danlel .Jeremy Sllver 

DJS:mp 



' . • 

Dr. Lo11 H. Silberman 
Hillel Profe■■or of Jewlab Llterat11re 
and Thought 
Vanderbilt Unlverelty 
The Dlvlnlty Quadrangle 
Naahvllle, Tenn. 37203 

Dear Lou: 

September 12, 1974 

It ha• been my prlvlle1e to aerve wlth you on the Academic Ad­
vleory Co11Dcll for the paet •even year■. We have done a areat 
deal ln that time. Over $350,000 ha• been 1ent oat to develop 
youns scholar• and mature ecbolarablp and we have reflned our 
procedures - a proc••• wblch atlll goe■ on. 

It la important from tlme to tlme for every 1ro11p to rotate lta 
Board and retlre wlth 1ratltude and thank• lt ■ moat devoted mem­
bers. That time ba■ come. Offtclally on behalf of tbe Foundatlon 
and it• Preeldent, Earl Moree, I want to thank you for your tlme 
and your partlclpatlon and, peraonally, may I eay bow much I 
cberlah your frlendehlp and help. Reat a1 ■11red that l wlll con­
tlnue to do all that I can to ■ee that a •l1nlflcant portlon of 
Foandatlon monle• are put to the purpoae we value. 

l would be gratef11l for any tbo111bt• that yoa may have toward• 
lncreaelng the effectlvenee• of our work. 

Happy New Year from boa•• to bou1e. 

A• alway•, 

Danlel Jeremy Sliver 

DJS:mp 



. . . 

Dr. lsado.re Twersky 
Profeeeor of Hebrew Literature 
and Pbiloaopby 
Harvard University 
Cambrldge, Maes. 01432 

Dear Isadore: 

September l2, 1974 

It has been my privllege to eerve with you on the Academic Ad­
vieory Council for tbe paet seven years. We bave done a great 
deal ln that time. Over $350, 000 baa been aent out to develop 
young echolar• and mature echolarahlp and we have refined our 
procedure• - a proce•• which •tlll goe• on. 

It l• important from tlme to time for every group to rotate lt■ 
Board and retlre wlth 1ratlt11de and thanks lta mo■t devoted mem­
bers. That tlme baa come. Offlclally on behalf of the Foundatlon 
and lt• Preeldent, Earl Mor••• 1 want to thank yoa for your time 
and your partlclpatlon and, per■onally, may I ••Y bow much I 
cherl ■b your frlendablp and belp. Reat aeeared that I will con­
tinue to do all that I can to 11ee tbat a •l1nlficant port ion of 
Foandatlon monle• are put to the purpoee we value. 

I would be 1rateful for any t hought• that you may have towards 
lncreaaln1 the effectlvene•• of our work. 

Happy New Year from hou■e to houae. 

A■ alway■, 

Daniel Jeremy Sllver 

DJS:mp 



Dr. Mlchael Meyer 
Profe■aor of Jewl■ b Hl■tory 

Hebrew Union College 
Cllfton Avenue 
Clnclnna l, Oblo 

Dear Michael: 

September 12, 1974 

The Academic Advl■ory Committee of tbe Natlonal Foundatlon For 
Jewlab Culture revlew• all appllcatlone for echolar■hlp ald, pre­
doct oral candldatea and apeclal request ■ wblch come to tbe Foun­
dat lon from variou■ lnetltutlona, publlablng boaaea etc. In the 
pa■t we have been able to award annaally ■ome eight to ten fel­
lowehlp• ln Jewleb Stadlea, and thla year we wlll be1ln a pro1ram 
of pr·ovldlng aammer et lpenda for Pb. D. c•ndldate• preparln1 for 
the comprebenelve examlnatlon. · Member• of our Academlc Ad­
vleory Cowicll are turned to for advlce and belp whenever Foun­
dat lon work :oucbe• the area of acbolarebip. 

On.behalf of Earl Moree, the Preeldent of the Foundat ion, and 
•• Chalrman of the Academlc Advlaory Committee I am pleaaed 
to lnvl .e you to join ln our work aa a member of our comml.:tee. 
We meet once a year ln New York t o review acholarahlp appll­
catlona, and lrregalarly lf and when there l• reason .. o do 10. 

The Academic Advleory Council le composed of eenlor academlca 
who repreeent all the dl1clpllne• encompa■ aed by the t.enn Jewl•b 
Studie■. I hope you will be wlllln1 to joln ln tbl• work. May I 
hear from you. 

Wltb all 100d wl•b•• for tbe New Year I remain 

Slncerely, 

Danlel Jeremy Sllver 

DJS:mp 



EASTERN CONNECTICUT STATE COLLEGE FOUNDATION, INC. 

POST OFFICE Box 431. WILLIMANTIC. CONNECTICUT 06226 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 

J. Eugtnt Smith. Chairman 
Lucy B. Crosbit, Vice-Chairman 
Harold C. Gorm.1n, Trusurtr 
Jtromt A. Rostn, Stcrttary 

Susan A. Anduson 
Morton Glasstr, M.D. 
Kay k..oan 
Eugrnt Mitttlman 
Bernict C. Nitjadlik 
Richard P. Rita 
Charlu R. Wrbb. Jr. 
John A. Wrana 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dr. Si 1 ver: 

December 19, 1974 

Thank you for your letter of December 11th. Your consideration of Dr, 
Levine's pending publication of The Book of the Seeker by Shem Tob 
Fa 1 aquera is g·reat ly apprec i ated:--thank you for forwarding my : letter 
to the National Foundation for Jewish Culture - that will° be of real 
value I am sure. 

We shall continue the search as you suggest. Several concerned people 
have made gifts of $100 or $50 towards the fruition of the project. As 
these accumulate, we may be able to proceed with Yeshiva University Press. 
1'11 try to let you know the outcome and send you a copy of the book 
when it is available. 

With every good wish for a most pleasant holiday season. 

arker Huber 
Executive Director 

j ph :jm 



NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 
122 EAST 42ND STREET • NEW \ 'ORK, N. Y. 10017 • 490-2280 

Of/ice o/ ti,~ Pr~.dd~nt 

April 15, 1975 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Members of the Executive Committee 

FROM: Earl Morse 

The Academic Advisory Council of fourteen members under 
the Chairmanship of Daniel J. Silver, has completed its review of 
the applications for grants for the academic year 1975-7 6. After 
a two-day session of thorough screening and evaluation, the 
Council has recommended awarding fourteen dissertation grants 
and ten summer stipends. (List enclosed). This latter type of grant 
is being offered for the first time this year and is intended to enable 
doctoral students to devote themselves in concentrated fashion to 
preparing for their comprehensive examinations. 

The amount budgeted for grants this year is $ 60, 000. The 
Academic Advisory Council 's recommendations total $ 60, 865 but 
in all probability this amount will be reduced in the light of further 
contact with the applicants, some of whom are expecting to obtain 
financial assistance from other sources. 

Inasmuch as we do not have a meeting scheduled f6r either 
the Board or the Executive Committee in the next few weeks and 
since it is necessarv to notify the grantees of our decision so they 
can make apprQpriate plans for the coming .academic year, I: am 
inviting the members of the Executive Committee to respond on the 
enclosed reply card to the recommendations of the Academic 
Advisory Council. I shall very much appreciate receiving this reply 
by April 28th. 

Kindest regards. 

Enos. 
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! NAME 
\A 

"" 
~ Biale, David J. 

Cooper, Alan M. 

Feder, David J • 

AMOUNT 
RE;;tpUISTED 

$ 4,000 

3,000 

3,500 

Feuerwerger, Marvin C. 2,500 

Gitin, Seymour 3,715 

Hertz, Deborah S. 3,200 

Jacobson, David 5,000 

Jaret, Charles L. 1,200 

Mintz, Alan L. 4,200 

Rubin, Gary E. 4,500 

Safran, Bezalel 6,000 

• Schulman, JayL. 2,000 

• 

1975-1976 

DISSERTATION GRANTS RECOM MEr-JDATIONS 

UNIVERSITY & 
1 )EPARTMENT 

U • of California 
History 

Ya.le,. Dept. of 
Religious Studies 

U. of Chicago 
Political Science 

Harvard, Dept. 
of Government 

HUC - JIR 

U. of Minn. 
History 

U .C .L.A. 
Near Eastern Lang. 
and Literatures 

U. of Chicago 
Sociology 

Columbia & Harvard 
Literature .. _ 

Columbia 
History 

Harvard 
Near Eastern Lang. 

SUNY ,. Binghamton 
Hi.story 

DISSERTATION TITLE 

Myth & History: Irrationalist Reinterpretation 
of Jewish History 

Biblical Poetics: A Linguistic Approach 

The Jewish Question Viewed Through the Prism of 
Early French and German Socialism 

Foreign Policy and Domestic Politics: The Role 
of American J eYlfY in the Definition of American 
Interests and Policies Regarding the Middle East and 
Israel, 1948-1973 

A Ceramic Typology of the Late Iron II, Persian 
and Hellenistic Periods at Tell Gezer 

The Literary Salon in Berlin, 1780-1829: The Social 
History of an Intellectual Institution 

The Portrayal of Hasidism in Modern Hebrew 
Fiction 1880-1920 

Residential Mobility & Local Community Organization 
of Chicago Jews 

Professional Social Work in Sectarian Surroundings: 
the Development of Family Casework under Religious 
Auspices in the U.S., 1925-1955 

Azariah de Rossi as an Exegete of Aggadah 

An Urban History. of the Community of Granada 



~ NAME AMOUNT UNIVERSITY & DISSERTATION TITLE - REQUESTED DEPARTMENT 

-
Wertheimer, Jack $ 2,050 Columbia East European Jews in Germany, 1868-1914 

History 

Zaha vy, Zvee 6,000 Brown Traditions Attributed to R. Eleazar b. Azarian 
Relig . Studies in Tannaitic Lit3rature 
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SUMMER STIPENDS RECOMMENDATIONS 

1975 

($1,000 each) 

NAME 

Ariel, David S. • 

Berger, Morris B. 

Cohn, Reuven Z~ 

Garfinkel, Stephen L. 

Gribetz, Beverly 

Kuperstein, Isaiah 

Magnus, Shulamith S. 

Matt, Daniel 

Miraglia, Dina D. 

Robinson, Ira 

UNIVERSITY & DEPARTI\tfENT 

Brandes! 
Near Eastern and Judaic Studies 

Harvard 
Near Eastern Lang. & Civilizations 

Harvard 
Near Eastern Lang. & Civilizations 

Columbia 
Middle Eastern Languages and Cultures 

Jewish Theological Seminary, Inst. for Advanced 
Study of the Humanities 

Columbia 
History 

Columbia, Graduate School of Arts & Scineces 

Brandeis 
Near Eastern & Judaic Studies 

Columbia 1 Graduate School of Arts & Sciences 

Columbia 
History 



I COUNCIL 01' JEWISH 1'£D£RATIONS AND WELP'ARE 'FUNDS, INC. 

NATIONAL PLANNING COMMITTEE FOR JEWISH EDUCATION AND CULTURE 

March 15, 1975 
Fairmont Hote 1 

Atlanta, Georgia 

DRAFT 

The Chairman welcomed all the participants and indicated that 
this Conrn·i ttee has been charged with the res pons i bi 1 i ty to do nat i ona 1 
planning In the field of Jewish education and culture. Its membership 
consists of conmunity Federation representation plus representatives 
from the American Association for Jewish Education, National Foundation 
for Jew·ish Culture, Institute for Jewish Life, National Jewish Welfare 
Board and the Nati.anal Jewish Conference Center. He stressed that the 
outlook of the Comnittee should be that we are building on the basis 
of past accomplishments in thi.s field and that we want to move toward 
higher levels of performance. We are ready for a realistic and practical 
approach to meet the educational and· cultural needs of North American 
Jewry . . Background mater i a 1 made ava i lab 1 e to members of the COlllll i ttee 
includes the report of Sidney Vincent on the three core agencies (AAJE, 
NFJC and IJL), the reassessment report of the National Foundation for 
Jewish Culture, and the report of Arnold Gurin on the Institute for 
Jewish Life. 

A NAT I ONAL FRAMEWORK 

A first issue for consideration is the question of whether this 
field of Jewish education and culture can be organized under some overall 
national framework. In response to the question whether we can do national 
planning without involving the religious denominational groups, it was 
pointed out that currently the AAJE has representatives of the denominations 
on its governing body. It was further indicated that the core agencies are 
all basically supported by local Federations and that this makes it possible 
to bring them together within a national framework. It -was stressed that 
whatever we do must take into account the "consumer conmunltles 11 who are 
also supporters of the agencies, and the focus should be on what services 
they . need. · 

Others felt that In reviewing the options presented to us for structur­
ing these services the conclusion was overwhelming that we should proceed 
to a blue-print which would call for the merger of the three basic agencies. 
Some felt that this point of view was already articulated at the Chicago 
General Assembly and what this Conrnittee should do Is to develop a design 
and get conmunfty reaction and Input. 

There was a brief discussion of the time-table problem and although 
it was recognized that we need a substantive report by the time of the 
General Assembly, ft Is not necessary that we have the total task completed. 
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It was pointed out that the three agencies, since they •.re Federation 
supported, ·~ave a basic conmonality, yet It was clear that other Institu­
tional frameworks have to be invol~ed for ultimate imolementatlon. Therefore 
t n des i gn Ing a new agency we must pay a.t tent ion to the need to deve 1 op 

progranmatlc rel~tionshlps with collateral organizations and the plan 
should Include this aspect. 

Sidney Vincent stressed that the concern with this field has grown 
intense and -that there ·Js imp~tience for action. It ls true that structure 
is ·not everything, but . it Is vital and the comnunities are hungry . for 
guidance and It can be more effectively supplied if we develop an agency 
of suf f I c ·i ent . s I ze and with the resources to of fer · 1 eadersh IP., provide 
service and produ~e change. 

AGENCY VIEWS 

The agencies were asked to express their views. 

The repr~sentat i ves of the Nati ona ~ Foundation for Jewish Cu·I ture 
presented a divided opinion-. One view was that they do not see .a n~ 
structure as the main problem. They see the linkage between the national 
and the local as of greater importance than the structure of the nati·onal 
agency_ . . They submitted a document which cal led for .the establ lshment of a 
National' Policy Research Council to bring about better coordination. They 
asserted .th•t this Wa$ not a unitary field and quarreled with many of the 
assumpt lo~s set forth. • • 

The · o·ther opt n ion was that the time is ripe for improvement and. a 
unified structure ·can be developed to achieve the goals. There Is room for 
an expanded role of culture in Jewish survival and we are not taking 
advantage of it. The .question is how strong .the conmunltles feel about this. 

Jero1~ Hoffberger, Chairman of the lnstftute for Jewish Life, reported 
that the word he hears from conmunltles is to put together the strength 
•nd eliminate the weakness In order to serve the con1tltuencle1 better. • 
This Conmltt•• can help define the goals of th• field and then I blue-print 
can be devised. Th• •gencl••• participation alone cannot define the 90111, 
this require, community p1rtlclp1tlon •. Th• Institute for Jewish Life tried 
to fl11 • p1rtlcul•r need and rt · wou1d not want to••• • · program for lnnov•• 
tl·on 1ba~doned., but they have no obJectlon to restructuring·· th• agency 

• , I 

•PP.• r1tu1 . . • 

• • • It -wa• pointed _out that thf1 · 11 • grut ·opportunity. :Th• •i•·ncy· people 
respect on• ·•nother, there Is no acrimony, there 11 ·,t·rong 1oc11 Interest; 
ind there Ii 1n openn••• to change. We must not f111 to take 1dv1rit1ge of 
this·, 1nd.: 0Ur ·task Is to 1eek out the conwnon purp01e Ind method 1nd k••P 
our 1en1e of urgency., us l.ng. th• G~n•ra I A11emb 1 y •• a target date. 

\ t • ... , ' , .• ::•·1 . 
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There ·was some concern that we could not do the basic Job by next 
November. The convnunities need help and we should provide central planning 
which will really guide the conmunities. It was emphasized that we .should 
try_ t~ devel~p a design .which examines all the programs in the field and 
not Just the agencies, and then try to interrelate them. Today conmunal 
concern . In this field is greater and reflects a readiness to act, b~t 
our aspirations are a 1 so higher. There is much ta 1 k about_ pr I or l'ty for 
this field, but It has not been acted out because of discontent locally 
and nationally. We must focus on the needs of Jews and how to enrich their 
conmitments and understanding of Jewish corrmunal life on all age levels; 
then we should exami.ne what we are now doing and how we can improve it. 
We need an overview to perceive the interrelationships and to treat the 
.field as ,a unit. If we do this, we can then build the structure, decide 
the staff, and the finances. 

COMMUNAL CONCERN AND FUNDING 

Others pointed out that the communities are impatient and dissatisfied. 
Any new entity will need to excite the conmunities so that they will support 
it. With the current structure none have been able to get the support 
required and we, therefore, need a new approach. We must recognize that 
this Conm i.ttee nee9s to involve the 1 arge c i t ·i es to get their conm i tment 
and support. We all know that there is local rigidity in patterns of 
fund i n·g and that it · wi 11 take great excitement to produce change . 

. Some felt .that ~e can come up· with a plan by Noyemb~r, ,specially 
if we 1 imi t our cons I derat ion to the three basic ag_enc ies. The product · 
is good and we need to act boldly because the "shareholders" are unhappy. 
There is no sanctity to the original structure and if tte three core agen­
cies are conmitted to merger then we can move quickly. If they ·are · 
opposed, we should know it since it might influence the direction of this 
Conmittee. The local conmunities were losing confidence i~ the national 
agencies in this field, but if this confidence can be restored, ·they wi 11 
come up w.ith the finance~. 

Herbert Mi 1 lman, Executive · Vice-President of ... NJ..IB, expressed pleasure 
at being part of the · process. NJWB is glad to be aboard •nd l.t . Is proper 
that they should be there. NJWB and its centers are beneficiaries of Federations 
and shou 1 d-.~b'e subject to conmun i ty disc i p 1 r ne. NJWB . cons t I tuents I re lat I onsh i p 
to Jewish education Is different from Its role In Jewish culture. The Jewlsh 
Conrnun I ty .Centers_ focus on experience and on comprehens Ive programs _with great 
variety, bo·rrowlng from al 1 groups. The NJWB sponsors the Jewish Book Councl 1 
and Jewish Music Council. At this time NJWB does not seek .to b~ merged or 
absorbed or to absorb ·oth•rs. It Is ready to participate to· strengthen the field. . . 

: • Isaac lbubln, Executive Vice-President of AAJE, indicated that he 
felt that · If AAJE had the funds, · they could do the total Job, yet there 
Is no need to maintain the name and the structure. He felt strongly that 
merely· Improving coordination wl 11 not do the Job. To achieve ·drama you 
need I new·· vlstb.Je ea,tlty that wou ·ld highlight the new dl_menslons of the 
problem. We ~•v• faced too many unfulfilled promises and we should design 
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a structure that would spel 1 out what Is ·supposed to be done clearly and 
in detail, cost out the programs and present the figures for financing 
by the conmunities. Nothing will be gained by merging the deficits of 
the three agencies. What is needed is greater resources with a probable 
cost of $3,000,000 per year. Possible annual funding should include 
$500,000 from the World Zionist Organization, $500,000 from New York City, 

-$250,000. from the _ Memorial Foundation for Jewish Culture, and ~he balance 
from Federations. 

WORKING HYPOTHESIS 

• Raymond Epstein suggested that the Committee adopt as' a working 
hypothesis the desirability of a single organization and to examine ·what 
we should do if we would start from scratch. We should, then, spell out 
objectives, programs, and budgets. 

Arnold Gurin stated that from the national perspective the issue 
has been how to mobilize greater resources for this field. · He saw· two 
needs -- programmatic change and innovation, including a stronger input 
into the local conmunity. It was his guess that new resources would have 
to come from reallocations of old resources and that is why we need the 
restructuring to produce this reallocation. 

It was also pointed out that there is need for _a greater rationaliza­
tion in the use ·of resources in this field. Many collateral agencies are 
expending large sums -- the World Zionist Organization, the American Zionist 
Youth Foundation,' the ·American Jewish Conmittee, American Jewish Congress, 
etc. A strong national agency can help improve the picture. 

CONSENSUS 

The Chairman articulated the consensus: there is need on a national 
basis to design a new body to incorporate the goals and functions of the 
three core agencies, but not to be limited in its concerns to what these 
agencies have been doing ... to focus on services, leaderihlp and change. 

Do~ have any assurance that the local convnunltles wlll fund such 
agency and use Its services to meet their own needs and restructure their 
loca 1 oparat Ions 7 It was fe 1 t tha.t 1 f we 1 i mt t our concern, to the ex 1st Ing 
organlzetlon1, we will not develop sufficient conmunlty clout to get financ-
ing. It was recognized that program comes first and funding must follow 
and that there should be no precondition regarding funding, It we1 1lso 
pointed out that even beyond funding there Is value In a merger to Improve 
the services and that we will have to go beyond the merger to lay out In 
specific terms the goals and objectives and to Interpret In concrete terms 
how wa will do a better Job, The local conmunity will require• local 
service ent .lty to· relate to the national agency, if this Is to work, and 
the national agency may have to help reshape the local effort. We need 
sub_stantla1 1oca1 conwnunlty Input to tel1 us what It ts they want and need, 
but It Is clear that this Planning C0n111lttee must come to communities with 
• spec If I c plan to wh I ch they can react. 
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DES I GN A PLAN ''· 
' 

It was.,therefore, agreed that a small group should be convened to 
begin to design a plan. The goal is simply not to put the agencies to­
gether, but improving the operations and to give local services never 
before rendered. The conmunities .see the fragmentation and the over­
lapping by the collateral .agencies and we wi 11 be able to deal with 
them better if we have a strong central operation and, hopefully, develop 
some order in the whole field. 

It is clear that what we have now is not enough and that we need 
something new and exciting. We must bring in a definition of needs 
that would correspond to the local sense of priorities and project it in 
such a way that the program is clear and engenders the confidence that 
we can develop these services. 

It was also pointed out that we can get a better corrmitment of top 
lay leadership and involve prominent people in the Jewish conmunity with 
the new agency. · It was also agreed that we should consciously test the 
emerging ideas with the con111unities all along the way. 

In sunmary, it was pointed out that we are ·not at the beg'inning of 
a process, but in the· middle of it. A small committee will digest today's 
discussion and w:>rk up a written: proposal which will be sent to the core 
agencies and their response in reaction will then be used to ~dify the 
p_l a~. The p roposa 1 s_hou 1 d then go to the_ co11111un it i es for their react ion 
and by September we should have a revised draft for CJF consideration. 
It is likely that the Conmittee would need to meet in May, if we are 
to have time to get the local corrmunity reactions. 

I , • 

fk 



NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 
J 22 EAST 42ND STREET • NEW YORK, N. Y. 10017 • 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio · 44106 

Dear Dan: 

April 7, 1975 

490-2280 

Enclosed is our check in the amount of $17 5. 00 as per your 
statement in connection with your trip here last week for the Aca­
demic Advisory Council meeting. As it turned out, you probably 
spent more time on your congregational business than on ours. 

Perhaps you have already talked with Bernie Martin about 
the sessions. All things considered, it was a good meeting and 
we came up with viable selections. Although the amounts requested 
by the applicants exceed what we had earmarked as a total, the Coun­
cil authorized me to negotiate in a number of instances so that I am 
sure we will end up well within the budget. 

Since we must get approval by the Foundation of the recom­
mendations by the Academic Advisory Council, I plan to poll the 
Executive Committee by mail which will probably be pro fonna. 

Among other recommendations made by the Council were: 
1) the convening of a one-day meeting to deal exclusively with some 
of the policy considerations (preferably early in June); 2) revisiol') of 
our application forms to provide for more specific information; and 
3) the establishment of two annual publications prizes, one for the 
publication of the best doctoral dissertation and one for assistance 
in publishing a work by an established scholar. 

We shall try to put together some drafts and send them out 
for comments and suggestions . On the matter of a meeting date in 
June, I shall welcome your suggestion. Since the recommendation 
for publication prizes involves a new project, it will require presen­
tation to the Board or the Executive Committee and you and I should 
talk about that first. 

COUNCIL OF JEWISH CULTURAL AGENCIES 
American Academy for Jewish Research • American Jewish Conire11 • American Jewish Historical Society • Leo Baeck Institute • Canadian Jewish Conaresa 

Conferen~e on Jewish Social Studies • Conareu for Jewish Culture • Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds • Dropale University 
Hlatadruth lvrlth of America • Jewish ~pncy for larael • Jewish Publication Society of America • Jewish Reconstructionlst Foundation 

National Jewish Welfare Board • Yeshiva University • YIVO Institute for Jewish Research 



Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver - 2 - April 7, 197 5 

I am enclosing for your infonnation a draft of the highlights 
of the Atlanta meeting of the National Planning Committee for 
Jewish Education and Culture prepared by Charlie Zibbell. As you 
can gather, it is somewhat slanted. The Drafting Sub-Committee 
is meeting on April 11th and when it fonnulates a document we shall 
want to react to it,·. both individually and collectively. I hope you 
won't shy away from reacting. Do let me he from you. 

ek 
enc. 

I. Barron 
Execu • e Director 



April 24, l97S 

Mr. Earl Mor••• Preeident 
National FoUAdation For Jewl•b Caltare 
122 E. 42nd Street 
New York, N. Y. 10017 

Dear Earl: 

I recently received a re•um• of the National Planni.Dg Committee 
For Jewish Education and Culture dated March 15, 1975. One 
pbraee above all struck me: "The representatives of the Natlonal 
Foa.o.dation For Jewish Culture p resented a divided opinion. " lt 
l• difficult for me to understand how in a matter of such critical 
lmportance our group was not preparld with a consistent pollcy. 

Am I wrong that the emergence o f what is called on page 5 "the 
new agency" is already a fact of life as far as tbe CJFWF and 
thla committee are concerned? If this is the case I think that 
the Foundation Executive Committee should at least be fore­
warned about this loaa of autonomy and be able to di1cusa it at 
•ome length. Frankly, I am shocked that thing• bave gone so 
far without a call by you for a full discussion of tbis issue. Per­
bap• a new agency ia a de1irable thing, but it may not be. It 
woald be a pity if we are coerced into it by our lack of attention 
to the work of tbl• planning committee. 

Are th••• minute• accurate? Hae tbe National Fowwlatio.a in fact 
•1reed to the concen■aa li■ted OA pa1e 4 "that there ia a need to 
de•l1n a new body. . . " If thia i.a not the case have we a11bmitted 

lD wrlti.Dg our dl•••nt? U tbi.• l• the c••• on wbat aatbority dld 
oar repreaentatlve• •1ree? 



• 

. . 

Yoa bave •een tbe re•alt• of 011r Marcb Academic Ad•l•ory Coaacll 

meetln1. 11ot wblpla•b•d a• far•• attendance la concerned. 1 

coald only ■pend a few boar• tbere, bat tb.e •plrlt wa• excellent. 

Hopln1 tbl• flnd• yoa ln tile beat of bealtb I remalD 

Sincerely, 

Danlel Jeremy Sllver 

DJ'S:mp 

cc: Dr. Harry Barron 



OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

THI IRVING ENCLAVE 

BRANDEIS UNIVERSITY 

WALTHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 02154 

July 8, 1975 

Mr. Daniel Jeremy Silver 
National Foundation for 

Jewish Culture 
122 East 42nd Street 
New York, New York 10017 

Dear Mr. Silver: 

-- 1419:75 

The Brandeis University Press has before it a manuscript by Phyllis Albert 
entitled ''The Jewish Consistory of France: A Study in Social History, 
1830-1870." This manuscript, originally submitted as a doctoral disserta­
tion in 1973, was considered by Nahum Glatzer to be a manuscript "of 
major importance for the study of modern Jewish history and for nineteenth 
century European social history." Professor Rudy Binion has called it "a 
monumental scholarly achievementi" and Ben Halpern has described it as 
"a massive contribution to Jewish social history." 

This massive study, even with editorial revisions and some cutting, is 
too expensive for the University to publish without a subvention. The 
Brandeis University Press, therefore, is interested in exploring with the 
National Foundation for Jewish Culture whether some money can be secured 
to assist in this major scholarly undertaking. The professional estimate 
of Mr. David Home, the Editor of the Brandeis University Press and the 
University Press of New England (Brandeis is part of a consortium of six 
universities) is that the publication costs will be close to $12,000. 
Since the Brandeis University Press operates on a very modest budget, 
and since it is prohibited by the University from operating at a loss, 
Dr. Albert's book remains neither accepted nor rejected. The University 
fully understands that Dr. Albert's scholarly career is affected by our 
inability to move the manuscript into production, and yet, lacking the 
funds, we cannot undertake the financial c01J1Ditment. 

Might it be possible for the National Foundation for Jewish Culture to 
assist the Brandeis University Press? If so, would the Foundation like us 
to submit either the revised manuscript or the various letters of reconmanda­
tion which offer professional judgment? Do you have a Publications C01J1Dittee 
to whom this inquiry should be addressed? We would be very grateful for any 
advice or counsel which you could share and for any assistance which might 
be forthcoming. I know that Dr. Albert ould e profoundly grateful for 
any assistance that might be provided. 

DJS/wlt 

David J. St inberg 
Executive A sistant to 
the Preside ,t 



July 15, l975 

Dr. Harry Barron 
The National F011ndation For Jewi■h C11ltare 

122 East 42nd Street 
New York, N. Y. 10017 

Dear Harry: 

I received a long, completely paranoid letter from Neusner 

wbicb complain• about everyone in the Jewisb studies field 

wbo bas ever said a critical word. In any case, he for1i.ve■ 

me but still doea not want to come to farther meeting• of 

the Foundation and we are again friends - for what it is 

worth. 

I would like to aee a big dinner in New York for the annowice­

ment of the Federal funding. Itmmigbt feature a lecture by 

aome scbolar, subtle fund-raising for matching funds and 

tbe di•play of the accompliabments of tbe Foundation. We 

mlgbt conaider having it at tla Columbia's Faculty Club or 

one of the unlveralty clubs. There ought to be a reea con­

ference before it and I would like to aee Earl appoint a com­

mittee which include ■ a good p11bli.c relation• man to b~lp 

organise it. 

With all aood wiabea from houae to bouae I remain 

Slncerely, 

Danlel Jeremy Sliver 

DJS:mp 



NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 
122 EAST 42ND STREET • NEW YORIC, N. Y, 10017 • 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

July 15, 1975 

490-2280 

There are two items on which· I would like your opinion: 

1. The matter dealt with in the enclosed letter from David J. 
Steinberg of Brandeis University has been before us earlier this 
year. Ben Halpern originally brought it to our attention and it was 
this request that sparked the discussion at the March meeting of 
the Academic Advisory Council and led to the recommendation for 
publication awards. Phyllis Albert was a NFJC doctoral disserta­
tion grantee. Do you want to reply to the Steinberg letter? If not, 
let me know how you think we ought to handle it. 

2. Recently, Yosef Yerushalmi phoned me on behalf of one of 
their 19 7 5 Ph.D. recipients who apparently will not get a teaching 
position this year and whom Yerushalmi and Twersky would like to 
see spend the coming year in revising his dissertation for publica­
tion. Yerushalmi had heard that we might not be spending all of 
our grants funds this year and wondered whether we could make a 
modest grant to this young scholar. He explained that he and 
Twersky had explored all possible resources at Harvard and could 
not come up with any funds; that the man is without any income 
and has unique potential since he is one of the very few people 
who is exceptionally well versed in Judeo-Arabic. He is an Iraqi 
Jew and the first of the Kurdish group to have obtained a university 
education. When he came to Hazvard several years ago, he was 
given a $1, 000 stipend by Teddy Kollek. 

I explained to Yerushalmi that the NFJC no longer is making 
post-doctoral grants but that I would present the matter to the Aca­
demic Advisory Council when it met. At our June 26th meeting, I 
mentioned the matter briefly and Jack Neusner indicated that he 
knows Mazor, but we got no action from the group. Yesterday, 
Yerushalmi phoned again, this time to say that the Middle East 
Center at Harvard has named Mazor as a Research Assistant and 
will give him space and seivice -- but no salary. He again asked 

COUNCIL OF JEWISH CULTURAL AGENCIES 
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Rabbi Daniel J. Silver - 2 - July 15, 1975 

whether we could find any funds to help out Mazor, suggesting 
$5,000. I asked him about approaching Harry Starr for a Littauer 
grant but he said that this is something that Twersky normally han­
dles and he would ask Twersky to call me. 

When Twersky called, he explained that they are in the 
midst of trying to get some "big money" from the Littauer Foundation 
and felt that it would not be advisable to approach Starr about this 
case. He urged, however, that we give special consideration to 
the matter and felt that Mazor will become a leading scholar in 
Judeo-Arabic. I could, of course, make no promises but told 
Yerushalmi and Twersky that we would look into the matter. They 
both asked particularly that I bring this to your attention. 

ek 
-enc. 

I amnow ·doing so. What do you suggest? 

C rdially, ( ~ 
• G'-~ 

!·~ 

Ha ~\_ Elarron 
Executi~ Director 
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NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 
122 EAST 42ND STREET 

} 
• NEW YORK, N. Y. 10017 • 490-2280 

Office of tire Pre.fident 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple . 
University ·circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ol1io 44106 

Dear Daniel: 

July 21, 1975 

Following up the action by the Board of Directors 
at its June meeting with regard to a Negotiating Committee 
to deal with the CJFWF National Planning Committee for 
Jewish Education and Culture, I would very much appre­
ciate your serving on this Committee. I have asked Julian 
Freeman to act as Chainnan and am inviting Martha K. 
Selig to serve as a third member of the Committee. I 
believe you will agree that this is a strong, independent 
Committee which can represent the Foundation in any nego­
tiations that may be required. I am asking Harry Barron to 
keep the members of the Committee infonned about develop­
ments and I am sure that Julian Freeman will convene the 
Commit~ee when it appears appropriate. 

My warm thanks to yoµ in advance for your antici­
pated help. 

Earl Morse 



J u ly 22 , 1975 

Dr. Harry Barron 
National Foundation For Jewlab C11ltare 
12 2 East 2nd Street 

ew York, N. Y. 10017 

Dear Harry: 

I think that Brandeis ought to be advlaed that we could not 
possib ly contribute 12,000 01· anything like that sum toward• 
the :> ublication of the Albert book. You might indicate to them 
tha t we ha ve ne ver contributed more than one or two thou■and 
dollars to any indiv idual project. I would leave it without an 
outright rejection or agreement to participate. Let's see 
what heir answer is. My guess is they are on a fishing ex­
pedition and will drop the matter. It could be suggested to 
Albert to contact the University of Alabama Press which is 
obv ioualy capable of undertaking such a project ithout 
subvention. 

On the Mazor matter, I gather he is an Israeli. Would be 
not be eliminated from our schedule for that reason? 
Wouldn't the Memorial Foundation be the appropriate vehicle 
for fundin1? Why not raiae t b.e matter wlth th.em and see 
what the anawer ia? 

I tru t tbia letter finds you in good health. Witb all good 
wiahes I remain 

Slncerely, 

Danlel J'eremy Sllver 
DJ'S:mp 



July 24, 1975 

Mr. Earl Morse, Preaident 
National Foundation For Jewiah Caltare 
122 ~at 42nd Street 
New York, N. Y. 10017 

Dear Earl: 

I will be nappy to •erve on tbe Negotiating Committee 
of the Foandatlon and l hope tbat we do not have too 
much to negotiate. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Sliver 

DJS:mp 
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NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 
122 EAST 42ND STREET 

TO: 

FROM: 

• NEW YORK, N. Y. 10017 • 490-2280 

September 9 , 19 7 5 

MEMORANDUM 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 

Dr. Harry I. Barron 

I am sending along a letter and materials from Dennis B. 
Klein of Rochester. Ordinarily, I would reply in the 
usual fashion to those who come to us "out of season". 
In this case, however, since we do have unused grants 
funds this year and the amount might be minimal, I have 
delayed replying to him until you have had the chance 
to consider the matter. What do you think ? 

I also enclose a copy of a letter from Peter Cole of the 
University of Illinois who is asking for a small grant 
to help prepare a volume on Hebrew syntax. It is one 
of those small items for which we have been given some 
discretionary latitude. How do you feel about this? 

encls. 
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Dr. Harry I. Barron 
National Foundation For Jewish Caltare 
122 Ea st 42nd Street 
New York, N. Y. 10017 

Dear Harry: 

Sept embe r 12, 1975 

Sorry I could not be with you ye1terday but with the Holiday• and Jonatnan 
leaving for Cambridge oday it baa been impossible. On the matters of 
recent communication: 

1) I think we ought to reserve the money tbat was allocated to Gary 
Rabin and let it collect interes~, let him re-submit bis application 
next year and tell him that his ~"ork bas progressed nicely. The 
grant will be given at that t ime. 

2) On Peter Cole, there is no indication of who be is and why his 
volume of Hebrew syntax would be important . 

3) Dennis Klein, this is not a full submission . • e have no idea of his 
talents or background. :-le is working largely on a cultural history of 
th01e who happen to be Jews. There is no indication of bis career 
plan• etc. On the baais of the encloaed it ought not to be granted. 

Hoplng thla find• yoa ln good health and with all good wisbea from 
house to hou.1e I remain 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



• •• 

Dr. Harry I. Barron 
ational Foundation For Jewiab Culture 

l22 ~as 2nd Street 
ew York , . Y. l00 17 

ear Harry : 

In rP.sponse to you1· letter of September 23 concerning the 

d isory Council, the best name on the li. t w ould seem to 

be Klau ner since e want so.rne kind of geogra~hical distri­

ution. 1-Bilfl.illb: o f cour e, would be a n addition, bu t we al­

ready ha ve Yerusbalmi f rom Harva rd. Alter would be an 

excellen replacement or Band , Ko.nvitz fo r HalpP.rn Or­

inaky for Neu•ner; Gordis to.r Sarna; and I agree about 

Si.dorsky. lnte1·estingly, his boy is no J.·ooming with 

Jonathan in Cambridge. 

Sincer~ly, 

Dani.el J~rerr y Silver 

DJS:mp 



Dr. Harry Barron 
National Foundation For Jewish Culture 
122 E. 42nd Street 
New York, N. Y. 10017 

Dear Harry: 

ove ber 25, 1975 

You were missed ln Miami. The Annual Meeting went well and 

had a nice turnout. I waa only sorry you weren't there to hear 

what was said about you. I am sure Abe has given you a full 

rundown of what transpired, both at our meeting and at the as­

sembly. Most delegates I talked to felt it was the poorest 

assembly in years and that in the area of me rger they were 
beating a dead horse. 

Daniel Eleazar gave a good speech. ~Iartha Selig gave a speech 

that was poor, boring and long. In terms of future planning we 

ought to schedule only one person or •igidly limit speakers to 

ten rrLinutes. The lroiJram was simply too long. 

My expenses to Miami were $300. 

Adele join■ me in wiablng you a speedy recovery. Happy Chanukkah. 

Sincerely, 

Danlel Jeremy Sllver 

DJS:mp 



NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 
122 EAST 42ND STRU:T • NEW YORK, N. Y. 10017 • 490-2280 

December 4, 1975 

Dr. Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Daniel: 

At the Hanukkah Season it has become traditional for the 
Foundation to appeal to its Bop~d members for a once-a-year per­
sonal contribution toward our Fellowship Program to enable young 
Jewish scholars to complete their doctoral work and qualify for 
college teaching posts in the field of Jewish Studies. 

We are justifiably proud of the Foundation's major role in 
the development of Jewish Studies in American colleges and univer­
sities as well as in the assistance of a significant number of front 
rank Judaica scholars. But each year, because of insufficient 
grants funds available to us, we must turn down highly promising 
applicants who would undoubtedly make a valuable contribution to 
the field. 

It is therefore important that we seek to augment the funds 
to permit us to increase the number of grants we can make to meri­
torious young scholars who will be a source of cultural enrichment 
for American Jewry in the years ahead. 

If each Board member would accept the responsibility of 
giving or obtaining a gift of $1,000 for this purpose we could sub­
stantially raise the current level of our Grants Program and inten­
sify our investment in the people who will provide the intellectual 
leadership and stimulation of authentic Jewish knowledge for the 
rising generation. 

We shall, of course, deeply appreciate whatever size con­
tribution you are able to make to the Grants Fund, and shall be 
doubly grateful for your response during the Hanukkah period (and 
within the current tax year). 

Warmest greetings and good wishes. 

Earl Morse 



January 7, 1976 

Dr. Harry Barron 
National Foundatlon For Jewl•b Caltare 
122 Ea•t 42nd Street 
New York, N. Y. 10017 

Dear Harry: 

Thank you for the Neaaner article. I read it, but I confe•• 
I did not find i. t very aaefal. 

I am retarnlng under •eparate cover the Ramaey and Wileon 
book. Many thank•. I wonder if The Temple can purchaae 
a set of the photograph• of the Eaat Side which I aaw in 
the office. 

Slncerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 

I 

I 
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NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 
122 EAST 42ND STaJ!ET • NEW YOU, N. Y. 10017 • 490-2280 

The attached letter has been sent 

to George M. Zeltzer, in follow~up of 

the decision reached at the recent meet-

ing of the "Negotiating Committee." I 

am sure that Julian Freeman as Chairman 

of that collllU ttee will be glad to have 

any reactions or suggestions you may 

have . 
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NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 
122 EAST 42Nl> SfRlT.T • NEW YOkK, N . Y. 10017 • 490-2280 

Hr. George M. Zel tzer, Chairman 
National Planning Committee for 
P. o. Box 425 
Southfield, Michigan 48075 

Dear Mike: 

January 8, 1976 

Jewish Education and Culture 

I have been asked to transmit to you the conclusions of recent 

discussions by the Foundation's officers and rrembers of the special 

committee to deal with proposals which may errerge from the CJFWF 

Planning Committee on Jewish Education and Culture of which you are 

Chairman. As you will recall, at the Foundation's Annual Meeting in 

Miami last Noverrber the Board decided that we should adopt a JOOre 
active role in this process. 

Accordingly, we have carefully reviewed the entire matter and 

we have reached a number of conclusions: 

l) It is our opinion that the fields of Jewish Culture and 

Jewish Education, while having certain similar and parallel objectives, 

in most respects represent distinct and separate strata in their 

institutional and operational manifestations. In the light, therefore, 

of the differences in the nature of the organizational relationships, 

tasks and approaches required for the advancement of each field, 

there is considerable question whether it is feasible at this time to 

plan for a single unitary structure combining both fields. It would 

also appear the overwhelming problems and concerns related to Jewish 

Education would, in a consolidated organization, tend to dwarf and 

submarge many of the needs in the field of Jewish Culture. 

2) Nevertheless, the Foundation is prepared to participate in 

the work of your Planning Committee and explore the possibilities for 

zoore effective reorganization. We are agreed that from now on the 

Foundation should have official representation on the Conrnittee, and 

that these representatives will endeavor to reflect our thinking as 

well as share with us the developroonts of your Committee's work. 

3) Meanwhile, since we realize that it may be some time before 

your Planning Committee will be able to complete its tasks, and recog­

nizing the Foundation's responsibility to pursue its own program -

not only in connection with its previous activities but also those new 



... 

- 2 -

Mr. George M. Zeltzer 

areas recommended in the recent Reassessment which you headed - we 
shall proceed to examine the ways in which the Foundation's primary 
obligations to the field of Jewish Culture can be achieved roore 
effectively for the benefit of American Jewry. In this we shall 
also explore with other relevant organizations the possibilities for 

cooperative planning and shared systematic areas of responsibility in 
the cultural field. We would be pleased to share with your Planning 
Committee whatever develops from these efforts. 

4) We would welcome an opportunity to meet with you at your 
convenience to discuss these and related matters to help clarify the 

situation and to see how our plans can mesh with the thoughts you 
have for the continued work of the CJFWF Planning Committee for Jewish 

Education and Culture. 

Please be assured that the Foundation remains eager to relate 

itself constructively to your Committee's efforts, and that we shall 
welcome hearing from you soon. 

cqrdial)y, 
.-·1) .• 

0,~' 
Earl Morse 
President 
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Rabbi Daniel J. Silver 
The Temple 
University Cirol~ & Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 -

Dear Rabbi Silver; 

For many years prior to 1974, the "Emet"- Rabbi 
Herzog World Acade.my ·had been receiving a substantial 
sum annually_rromthe Scholarly WorkP Fund or the Phil­
adelphia Board or Rabbis. With th ... est$blishment or '4 

Joint Cultural .Appe~l or the Council or Jewish Feder­
ations and Welfare Funds, this support ended. 

The Talmudic Encyclopedia, our major publication, 
has been univeisally acclaimed as the greatest Hebrew 
scholarly work or our generation. This major research 
project will comprise a l1linimum of thirty six (.36) 
volumes in Hebrew, and at least a s-' milar number in an 
English edition. Fourteen volumes have appeared thus 
far, and we expect the fifteenth to be completed this 
year. Two or the English edition have also been pub­
lished. The .Talmudic Encyclopedia is the only ency­
clopedia in the field or Jewish jurisprudence and sci­
entific research. It organizes under subject matter, 
in alphabetical arrangement, the almost en~less mater­
ial of the Talmud, · and collects all the research on 
the -Talmud made during the past 1500 years, from the 
days or the Second Temple through1he middle ages until 
this day. •, ., 

In· order to help us cover the · d~fi cit incurred in 
the publication of each volume, an~ in order to continue 
the publication ot the English edition, we had been ask­
ing tor the support or the variou~ Community Funds. 
throughout the ·Unitt,_d States and ~anada, in addition to 
the contributions we · have been receiving from many 
rabbis and ·oongregatione.· We are. re~ognized as a 
Public ,ou~datio~-, and fflll7 be . supported with the sanc­
tion of ~e· ~ternal Re~enue -· Serri.o • · 

.' · . 

t,... -
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Ra}?bi' Daniel J. Si~ver(2 ) . January lS, 1976 
•• t 

. . 
.. 

While we can _appreciate the need t )r support by the ma117 
cultural programs in Israel, i.e. the J nee; Opera; Ballet 
and Symphany, we submit that the dissenrl.ctation of publica­
tions that open the contents of the I s : ' ot the Talmud to . · 
the public are of .no less importance. 

' • 

Rabbi Goldfarb has su·ggested that. ~ write to you, to 

1
ask your help 1in ·intvrceding with the b ncil to add our 
institution to t~e .list of those being supported by them. 

With best ~shes, I am 

. . 

. . 

. . 

CordialJT?l A ~vµ(Ja,~~ 
Rabbi Gilber K~perman 
Chairman, Board of Trustees 

oK/ap . .. • 
cc a Rabbi ftarold • Ooldtarb 

" 
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THE CITY COLLEGE 
01" 

THE CITY UNIVERSITY 01" NEW Y0R.lt 

NEW Y0R.lt, N. Y. 10051 

DSP.AJl"l'IBNT OF J&WIIB l'1 0DiliS (212) 621 -

r . a iel J . ~ilver 
,..1.

1he F ~emple 
Silver ark 
University ircle 
Cleveland , Ohio 44106 

ear Dr . t:) ilver: C,;~/ / c_ 1 

r . ernd'd ~artin t elephone me hat you graciously offered 
t o intercede for a ·ran t to the reat Yiddish ic t ionary reject of 
the Colle .. e of the City of ~ e York and the Hebre ~ University of 
Jerusalem . ·1ease accept my sincerest thanks in advance . 

~or several years in succession we have been ap lyin • to 
the U ited Je ish Cultural peal - without (to my knowledge) eve 
havin our application considered by the • ,rustees . • e asked for a 
grant of ··10 , 000 . to be sent to the ~·a tional ndowmen t for the 

umani t ies - which has been offering t o match grants up to 75 ,000 . 

" r Friday v , c-
• ict ionary . 

' 11 send you some further literature o the 

,·or the t i me being permit me , lease , to detail al s o the 
most salient facts: 

1 . For 23 years now we have been trying t o provide the 
Je ish eople i n general and scholars in particular with a compre­
hensive Yiddish ictlonary - an indispensable key to Jewish , tudies . 

2 . ?ven the best available dictionaries list some 10 ~ of the 
total lddish vocabulary - ca . 25 ,000 entries of a q arter of a 
million It is a shameful situationl 

3 . . e had lan e , (and could have succeede I) to finish the 
Project in 20 years - i . e ., to produce a volume every 2 years . 
Jewish .hilanthropy unfortunately has bee beset all this time by 
riorities of a more dire human urgency . o - we succeede in produ­

cin , a volume in seve years! Volume Four is no at the printers . 
" e have another nine volumes to prepare! 

4 . ut even t his pace is now in jeopardy . And speed is of the 
essence dictionary repared by scholars to whom the langua ,e is 
''living " is incomparably superior to a dictionary of a "dead" lan uage . 
In the former case the precise mean! , of a text is assured by the 
knowledge of the exact meaning of each word in it; in the latter - the 

eaning of a word is first established by con jecture from the context . 

5 . art ly due to rumors that the work on the ictionary is be­
i ng abandoned because of the recent deat h of its editor (Dr. Yudel .., 
• ark -;:),S ) we failed to raise more than 1% of the matchin - so a case 
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THE CITY COLLEGE 
OF 

THE CITY UNIVERSITY OF NEW YOR.K. 
NEW YOR.L N. Y. 10051 

DBPAJ\'DDNT OF J&Wl8B 11 ODDI (212) 621 -

.Jr . Dan iel J . ilver - 2 

of a self-fulfilling prophecy arose: 

7 . e actually had to lay off all but three of a staff of 
20 and to more are slated t o e laid off on uay 31 , 1976 - unless ... 

8 , c t ually , because of the long delay , we decided that we jus · 
have to produce a practical , one-volume dictionary , but co prehensive 
enough to ensure an answer to 99% of queries~even if not containing 
99~ of the vocabulary - i . e . having ca . 150 , 000 entries of the 
hi h st frequency . 

·e could produce such a dictionary in less than five ;years . 
But e have no funds! 

~. / mr 

S ouldn ' t we make available a decent dictionary? 

Very sincerely yours, 

~ 
athan usskind 
irector of t he lddish 
Dictionary . roject 

. s . Just to indicate the devotion of the r ounders of the 
Dic t ionary the Editors and Directors of the rojec t 
have been workin full time wi t hout remuneration . 

l dly address your correspondence to me to my home: 

82-15 Britton Ave . 
"'.l lmhurst, - . Y. 11373 

' el . 212-898-1813 

cc: Dr . Bernard ~artin 



Dr. Nathan Saaakind 
82-15 Britton Ave. 
Elmhurst, N. Y. 113 73 

Dear Dr. Suaakind: 

March 8, 1976 

I want to thank you for your recent letter. 1 am diacaaeing 
the matter with Dr. Barron and other• of the National Fowi­
dation and I know they will be in touch with yoa. With 
all good wiabea I remain 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 



.... BABYLONIAN COLLECTION 
STERLING MEMORIAL LIBRARY 

YALE UNIVERSITY 
NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT 06520 

WILUAM W. HALLO 
Pf'o/essor of Assyriology 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver, Chairman 
Academic Advisory Council 
National Foundation for Jewish Culture 
122 Fast 42nd Street 
New York, N. Y. 10017 

Dear Daniel: 

April 2, 1976 

Thank you for your letter of March 26th and for the list of 
awards. I'm sorry I could not be there on the 22nd but it was impossible 
to take additional time off between the AOS meetings of the preceding 
week and the celebration of the Centennial of HUC. The latter, by the 
way, was a memorable occasion with many plaudits also for your father. 
Sorry you couldn't be there. 

I take this opportunity to put in a particularly strong recommendation 
for Chaim J. Milikowsky. He's a student of Sid Leiman here at Yale and 
proposes to, at long last, provide a proper edition of Seder Olam Rabbah: A 
Study of Rabbinic Chronology. I can hardly think of a more use:f'ul. project 
from a variety of points of view. It has implications for Biblical Studies, 
for history and for Rabbinics and Chaim is just the man to handle it. So 
please assure Harry Barron that if I had been there I would have argued very 
strongly on his behalf. Any consideration given to this matter will be greatly 
appreciated. (And perhaps at the same time it will help to correct a certain 
imbalance I note this year in favor of Columbia, Brandeis, etc.J. 

With all best wishes, 

cordially yours, 

WWHfjac 
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NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 
122 EAST 42ND STREET • NEW YORK, N. Y. 10017 • 490-2280 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

April 5, 19 76 

As you will see from the enclosed note to Bill 
Hallo, I undertook to comment about the Milikowsky 
application. Perhaps you will want to drop him a note 
when you can. 

Have a wonderful trip. I shall look forward to 
talking with you when you return. 

ek 
encls. 

All the best. 

' 
H~ I. arron 
Executlv'e Director 

P .s. I recently asked Sam Klausner for some information 
about the Center for Research on the Acts of Man of 
which he is the Executive Director. He sent along 
a brochure which I have X~Ioxed and enclose here­
with; also an article of hi! ' " Synagogues in Transi­
tion: A Planning Prospectus II which appeared in 
Conservative Judaism in 1970. 
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NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 
122 EAST 42ND STREET • NEW YORK, N. Y. 10017 • 

April 5 , 19 7 6 

Dr. William W. Hallo 
Sterling Memorial Library 
Yale Unf varsity 
New Haven, Connecticut 06520 

Dear Bill: 

490-2280 

Since Rabbi Silver is not here (and in fact is leaving 
the country) we took the liberty of opening your letter ad­
dressed to him. We are, of course, forwarding it to him in 
in Cleveland. I have noted your comments about Chaim 
Milikowsky. I should tell you that he is first on our list 
of"provisionals" . Should we have some funds left from the 
fJrst group of award winners, I think the chances are very 
good that he will get a grant from us since a number of 
those in the first group will receive grants from other sources 
which should leave a balance of funds to be distributed to at 
least one or two of the provisionals. 

,We all missed you at the March 22nd meeting but we 
found your comments very helpful. I hope you are well and 
I send all good wishes for a happy Pesach. 

Cordially, 

ek Harry I. Barron 



.. 

Mr. William W. Hallo 
Yale tJnivers ity 
Sterling Memorial Library 
New Haven, Connecticut 06S20 

Dear Bill: 

April 15, 1976 

Harry Barron forwarded to me your letter of Aprll 2. I waa in London 
for the week guiding a congregational mur of "Jewish" London. It 
was fun. 

True, this year's crop of applications was exceptionally strong. Yoo 
would have been pleased both at the quality of the aubmlealon• and ln 
the manner in whlcb the meeting proceeded. It was the moet buaine■a­
like meeting in a long time. 

A ■ Harry Lndlcated, Milikowsky bad a strong application and there ia 
a good chance that he will receive a grant. He fell just under the line 
and whatever is left over will be placed towards a grant in hie behalf. 

I trnet all ia well with yon and I hope that our paths will cro•• in the 
not-too-dletant fature. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJ'S:mp 



NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 
122 EAST 42ND STREET • NEW YORK, N. Y. 10017 • 490-2280 

Rabbi Daniel J. Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: • 

May 10, 1976 

I have noted your comments in regard to Mark Epstein and 
Marsha Rozenblit. We now have a third awardee who is asking 
for deferment until next year. 

The problem is not a simple one. It does entail a policy 
question and a matter of precedent. Last year we permitted 
three people to postpone their NFJC grants until this coming aca­
demic year and we earmarked the funds so that they would be 
available this Fall. When they get in touch with us prior to the 
new academic year, we shall review the situation to see whether 
they still qualify. But we didn't require them to submit a new 
application and to take their chances with the 1976-77 group of 
applicants. 

It would seem to me that once having gone through the 
selection process and designated for an award, they should not 
have to undergo the same procedure the following year but should 
have a different kind of review centering around the progress they 
made in the intervening year and their need for financial assist­
ance to enable them to complete their dissertation program. I am 
not averse to using the funds originally as signed to them for 
apportionment among the top alternates, but I think they should 
have some claim on the following year's funds if they pass muster 
otherwise. 

Let's do some further thinking about this before we finalize 
our decision. Meanwhile, I will go ahead with Epstein on the 
$1,000 for the summer course and suggest that he resubmit his 
~pplica tion for next year. 

ek 
\ 

Har,y 1. B~rron 
Execu ti ve...Oirector 
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NATIONAL FCJUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 

122 EAST 42ND STREET • NtW YORK, N. Y. 10017 • 490-2280 

O0ice o/ 1l1t Prt.fidtnl May 20, 1976 

Rabbi Daniel J. Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Daniel: 

At our April Board Meeting it was decided that a special 
committee be appointed to study the matter of new methods of fund­
ing to make possible the broader scope of Foundation programming 
recommended by the Reassessment Report. Such an exploration will 
also deal with the feasibility and desirability of creating a corpus as 
proposed in the .enclosed document prepared for Board discussion last 
month. 

I am pleased that Amos Comay of Pittsburgh has agreed to be 
the Chairman of this Development Committee which I hope can bring 
in its recommendations early in the Fall. 

I would very much like to have you serve on this important 
committee for I am sure you can be of real help in thinking through 
the matters with which it will be concerned. Mr. Comay has scheduled 
the first meeting for Friday, June 11th, 12:30 p .m. (Lunch) in the Louis 
XVI East Suite of the Waldorf Astoria Hotel in New York. I do hope you 
will make a special effort to attend and that you will let me know on the 
enclosed reply card. 

The future direction and growth of the Foundation will depend in 
considerable measure on the outcome of this committee's work, and I 
therefore urge your active participation in its deliberations. My warm 
thanks in advance for your anticipated assistance. 

Kindest regards. 

Earl Morse 

encs. 



... . 

A FOUNDATION FO~ JEWISH CULTURE 

The fol lowing statement is put forward as an introduction to a discussion 
on the need for establishing new sources of funding to support the American 
Jewish cultural enterprise. 

* * * 
Aroong aspirations and expectations that accompanied the creation of the 

National Foundation for Jewish Culture in 1959 was an underlying hope that it 
would serve as the surrogate of the Jewish community in planning for the crea­
tive Jewish cultural enterprise. Due to the decisions it had made in its first 
years, the Foundation was able to address itself in a substantial way to only 
one area of culture: Jewish scholarship. 

In this area, the Foundation has established a creditable record of achieve­
ment. Through its grants it has assisted more than 250 scholars prepare for 
careers in Jewish Studies programs on university campuses, an achievement which 
has had great impact on what has been described as among the most significant 
developments on the American Jewish scene. It has been instrumental in coor­
dinating cooperative efforts among major I ibraries and archival institutions, 
leading to a series of substantial grants from the federal government and devel-
oping into a continuing deliberative activity which promises much potentlal for 
growth and achievement. 

Scholarship is only one of the areas in the cultural spectrum, and the NFJC 
has been restricted to this field by the way it is funded, depending as it does 
on community al locations from the proceeds of local annual campaigns. These 
a 11 ocat ions a re now shared by eight other organizations in the Joint Cu I tura I 
Appeal in accordance with a formula which wil I not al low for any substantial 
growth in NFJC income. And even in the fie .Id of scholarship the Foundation has 
not been able to do that which it felt was required in such areas as publica­
tions and research. 

There are other vital aspects of creative cultural effort which, if given 
a mod·i cum of support, could enormous I y enrich the substance of American Jewish 
life and help It emerge as one of the outstanding Jewish communities in our 
history. These areas, which have not received major attention by the organized 
community, revolve around artistic expression, whether in film, drama, I ltera­
ture, music, dance or the visual arts. It is through these forms that many 
among the rising generation can find linkage with the Jewish heritage, and 
through which an American expression may be given to our historic traditions. 
The Foundation has been the natural address to which those seeking support have 
turned to help carry out their creative activity. Except for academic grants, 
these requests have had to be turned aside because funding resources were not 
ava I I ab I e. 

If the NFJC is to begin to meet its obi igations as the central address 
for the Jewish cultural enterprise, it must find a way to respond in a positive 
fashion to the needs that confront the community. To provide this response lt 
Is proposed that the Foundation establish a Fund for the Advancement of Jewish 
Culture which, operating through two divisions - one for scholarship and one 
for the cultural arts - would seek to stimulate and nurture creative efforts 
of recognized cal Jber reflectlng the Jewish experience, themes and sources. A 
corpus of funds wl II be sought, the Income of which wt II permit a sustained 
effort to meet the challenge. We believe that there are many in the Jewish 
conmunlty of ample means and possessing sufficient foresight and commitment 
who would be willing to participate In this effort that would put an indel Ible 
stamp of qual tty and excellence on American Jewish life. 



~li.oNAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 
1t2 EAST 42ND STREET • NEW YORK, N. Y. 10017 • 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

June 16, 1976 

490-2280 

I appreciate your coming in for the meeting of 
the Development Committee last Friday and for your 
participation. You are undoubtedly right about the 
amount of wheel-spinning that we shall have to en­
dure until some significant results can be achieved. 
But it is better to do that than not move at all. 

I shall need your help on this and hope that you 
will work with us in fleshing out the programmatic as­
pects. I will be in touch with you about this shortly. 

Sorry that you had to put up with the inconven­
ience in getting to the airport. I hope you got back 
to Cleveland in time for your other commitments. 

ek 
enc. 

All the best. 

rr I Barron 
Execu ve Director 



NATIONAL FOlJNDATJON FOR JEWISH CULTURE -
122 EAST 42ND ST!tF.I: r • SF.W YORK, ·l'll.Y. 10017 • 490-2280 

Rabbi Daniel J. Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear· Rabbi Silver: 

,,. 

July 30, 1976 

You have, I trust, recently received from me a report on 
the work and first actions of our Development Committee. 

I should now like to invite you to serve on the special 
sub-committee on Program and Plann~ng which is charged with 
the key job of .exploring and shaping options for an expanded 
range of activities, part~cularly in the arts. Its chairman is 
the v~ry able Sidney Vincent Qf Cleveland. 

The first ~eeting of this group is ~cheduled for Monday, 
August 30th at 12:00 noon, a lu~cheqn session at the Princeton 
Club in New York, 15 West 43rd St. 

I know that your perspectives and, participation can be of 
real help, and I look forward to your wqrking with us on this 
very exciting project. I $hall appreciate your letting me kno·w 
via the enclosed reply card whether you will be at the meeting 
on August 30th. Kind regards. 

enc. Amos Comay 
Chairman, Development Committee 
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MINUTES 

National Foundation for Jewish Culture 
Development Commission--Committee on 
Program and Planning 

August 30, 1976 12:00 noon 
Princeton Club, New York City 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------
ATTENDANCE: Sidney Z. Vincent, Chairman: Julian Freeman, Arthur Gelber, 

Max Jacobs, Nat Kameny, Mrs. Janet Lowenstein, Earl Morse, 
Julius Schatz, Mrs. Martha Selig, George M. Zeltzer. 
Staff: Harry I. Barron, Abraham Atik, David Ebin. 

Unable to Attend: Amos Comay, Rabbi D.J. Silver, Lewis 
Weinstein, A. Walter Socolow, Saul Viener, Paul Vishny, 
Mrs . L. Streli tz . 

INTRODUCTORY After introducing the members of the Committee, Sidney z. 
COMMENTS Vincent, the Chairman, provided some background informa-

tion regarding its function. He noted that when the Founda­
tion was first created in 1960 the arts were not included as 

an area of priority concern for the new organization, though it was recognized that it 

should be taken up at an appropriate time. After a recent reassessment of the Founda­

tion's program, the Board agreed that it would be desirable to expand its activity to 

include the creative arts. It then authorized the appointment of a Development Com­

mission to explore in greater detail the shape and feasibility of a program in this area. 

The Development Commission met under the chairmanship of Amos Comay, and at its 

initial meeting decided to establish two committees, one on Program and Planning, and 

the other to discuss possible funding sources and strategies, under the chairmanship 

of George M. Zeltzer. As a preliminary to the discussion, the Chairman suggested 

that it would be useful if some information were provided on the actual need for a pro­

gram in the field, and called on Julius Schatz of the American Jewish Congress and the 

Council on Art in Jewish Life to report on his experience. 

NEEDS IN THE 
ARTS 

Mr. Schatz reported that in a typical nine-month period he 
receives approximately 200 requests for assistance for 
various creative endeavors. Many of these requests come 
from young people who are trying to express their Jewish 

commitment in the contemporary artistic media. However, requests for assistance are 

not limited to the young, since established artists also seek subvention for various 

aspects of their work. There is a wide range of need reflected in the various requests 

ranging from exhibit space for plastic artists to the support of production for theatre 

groups, to financiai assistance for creative individuals to secure the time necessary 

to work. He pointed out that there is no address to which requests in the arts can be 

referred, no process which permits for a proper evaluation of activities in this area. 

He noted that it is particularly the younger generation which needs to express its 

Jewishness through the medium of the arts, and in the light of the concern of the organ­

ized community about maintaining the allegiance of the young, this mode of expression 

must receive attention. 

DISCUSSION The Committee discussed the various approaches that might 
be taken in addressing the needs. George Zeltzer noted 
that while we have been talking about production, we need 

to pay attention to the consumers. Would there be a market for the efforts of the cre­

ative individuals assuming that they were assisted in producing their works? Janet 

Lowenstein responded that she considered it the function of any program that would 
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emerge from these discussions to emphasize quality, and to assume that works of 
quality will find a proper audience. It is the quality of the creative effort rather 
than the potential audience that needed to be stressed. 

Martha K. Selig suggested that any program that is being considered 
must be thought through carefully, to avoid duplication and to set. forth criteria and 
a structure which will lend themselves to success. She suggested that in its early 
stages the program be a modest one. Arthur Gelber noted that only "laymen II were 
present at this meet~g and that it is vital to involve those actually working in the 
creative fields in these discussions. It was pointed out that some creative people 
have already been interviewed and while at this first meeting basic policies and 
approaches needed to be discussed by a lay group, there was every intention to 
involve the creative artists in this process. 

In the subsequent discussion a number of areas were reviewed, though 
not resolved. Included were the questions as to whether the Foundation should sup­
port the established artist or the younger undeveloped talent; whether to fund indi­
viduals only or also the mechanisms which foster or give a forum for creativity; and 
whether the program should support the strictly creative effort or include that which 
might be considered interpretive. 

A summary of the informal agreements reached at the meeting included the 
following: 

a) It would be desirable to obtain as much factual information as possi­
ble about what different organizations are doing in the area of the arts, 
to know what already has been achieved and to avoid needless duplica­
tion. 

b) Creative individuals active in the arts should be canvassed regarding 
their perception of needs and for suggestions regarding programmatic 
procedures. 

c) Any proposed grants program will not be designed to subvent individ­
uals merely because they are Jewish, but will reflect the Foundation's 
interest in fostering efforts that reflect or relate to Jewish life. 

. d) Priority should be given to the quality of the effort rather than to its 
potential use by the organized community. 

NEXT STEPS It was agreed that the next meeting of the Committee 
should be held October 11, 1976 with ample time to 
deal thoroughly with the agenda. Prior to that meeting, 

a subcommittee chaired by Max Jacobs, will closely examine the questions that had 
been raised regarding the structure and form of a projected program, and undertake 
the task of interviewing prominent figures in the various arts media to solicit their 
views of needs and possible programs. It was also agreed that an effort will be made 
to have a number of these individuals participate in future meetings of the Committee. 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:00 p.m. 



... . 

INTERVIEWS 

Interviews with representatives of the various arts and media 
will look to ask this range of questions-- by WdY of gathering 
deeper understanding of the needs in the respective fields, the 
talent available, the projects likely to be submitted and the 
shape of an eventual entry field of appliants: 

* Please identify creative persons in the field whom you feel 
would welcome an opportunity to give expression to the 
Jewish component in their work? Whdt are the current 
opportunities for this at present? To what extent have you 
been able to -- wished to nor needed to - produce and per­
form in this way? 

* What are the projects and progran1s that you feel call for 
such support? Detail? Any priorities? 

* To what extent were you hindered from Jewish expression in 
and through the arts in your career - for the lack of a central 
address and funding body such as is now under consideration '"? 
Similarly -- in the experience of your friends and working 
associates? 

* What would you say has been or is the greatest barrier -- if 
any -- to the development of works of Jewish expression in 
your field? 

* If you had the power to grant three fellowships of $10,000 to 
$15,000 each for a year's work and study; to whom would you 
make the awards this year? 

* What do you feel is a meaningful sum of money to ·ensure that 
artists in your field have the "creative time" they need to pro­
duce a significant work or project? 
• 

* Would you be willing to serve on a Consultant Panel in your 
field that woµld screen applicants once such a program is set 
up? Whom else would you recommend? 

* What spread if any, do you advise with regard to making awurds 
to proven artists, and to those showing promise? 
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NATIONAL FOUNDA1'10N FOR JEWISH CULTURE 
122 EAST 42ND STREET • NEW YORK, N. Y. 10017 • 490-2280 

MEMORANDUM 

September 16, 1976 

TO: Rabbi Daniel J. Silver 

FROM: Sidney Z. Vincent, Chairman 
Committee on Program and Planning - Development Commission 

Re: Progr~ ss Report 

I On August 30th, the Committee held its first session at the Princeton Club. 
Discussion of its agenda provided for general agreemeflt on several main 
issues as well as marking a course to be followed. (See Minutes Attached.) 

At the meeting's close, Max Jacobs was delegated to head a work forde to 
gather further data, make in-depth soundings and draw up plans that would 
provide for sharp definition of a viable arts endowment program, and that 
would expedite further C0mmittee consideration and decisions. 

On September 6th, in a follow-up meeting in Cleveland with Mr. Jacobs -­
with Foundation staff in attendance -- we reviewed and outlined the essential 
tasks, schedules and work required of his force. Additionally, the agenda 
and date for the next full Committee meeting was taken up. 

II On the basis of the two above-mentioned meetings, the following actions were 
agreed upon: 

A. The Committee will next meet on Monday, October 11th at the 
Harmonie Club in New York. Following a working lu.nch, it will 
sit through the afternoon -- or later if need be - to permit ample 
ti~e for presentations, reports, discussion and decision. 

B. At that time presentations and reports developed by Mr. Jacobs 
and his team will be made in three primary areas: 

l • * The O,pinions of Artists , Performers et al, 

Interviews with leading practioners and spokesmen in 
the various art fields will be reported on. 

Those fields under consideration, within our purview, 
are these: 

Music Photography 
Dance Film 
Theatre Television 
Painting & Sculpture Broadcasting 

Museums & Forums 
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Soundings with at least 2 members of each field will have been 
solicited. (The attached Questionnaire indicates the range of 
responses being sought.) Working with Mr. Jacobs on this are: 
Janet Lowenstein, Martha Selig, Julius Schatz, and staff. Re­
gional canvassing is being undertaken by Saul Viener, Richmond; 
Paul Vishny, Chicago; and myself here in the Cleveland area. 

The personal appearance of the artists themselves, it was felt, 
was not likely or in order at this time. However, it was agreed 
that the ·presence of one or two figures, such as a Theo Sikel, 
who bridge both the arts and the Jewish communal scene, would 
be helpful and should be sought. 

2. * Presentation of Program Models 

. A series of options as to the mix, focus and range--both short and 
long -- of a prestigious national endowment program for Jewish 
expression in-and-through the arts to be offered by the National 
Foundation, will be made. 

The minimum price-tag for such Models-- specifically, the 
amount of monies needed for disbursement at both start-up and 
later phases will also be estimated and projected. 

3. *Statement of Purpose 

This is to spell out the proposed program -- making clear what it is 
and what it is not. It will look to give simple expression to the Com­
mittee's consensus and feelings on such issues as: criteria of eli­
gibility, need for and scope of program selection process in general, 
projected sources of funding (private), initial targets of service and 
eventual expansion, relationship with other agencies and bodies, etc. 

This statement will serve as a draft for review and refinement by the 
Committee; thereupon to serve as guide-lines for the Funding Com­
mittee, and for possibly wider promulgation and dissemination. 

C. Advance drafts of the Statement of Purpose and options as to Program Models 
will be mailed t~ all Committee members prior to October 11th -- to provide for 
proper consideration both prior to and at the meeting. 

D. The major business before the Committee on October 11th, -- it is anticipated -­
will be to: 

' 
Add and assess the findings of the artists and performers who have 
been interviewed within the overall picture of needs and trends of 
Art within the American Jewish community •. 

Select the best Model for a national program serving the arts. 

Fix a minimum price-tag for the start-up of such a program. (e.g. 
"w" number of awards to "x" number of persons in "y" categories 
will/should cost "z" amount of dollars.) 
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Review and pass on the Statement of Purpose. 

(The Committee's recommendations on the above i terns following 
the October 11th meeting will then be forwarded to the Commission 
for routing to the Funding Committee as a base for the start of its 
work.) 

E. Meanwhile, it was agreed, the Committee and staff would begin to bring the 
work of the Committee and of the Development Commission to the attention of 
major Jewish leadership -- specifically to the Council of Jewish Federations 
and Welfare Funds, to the National Jewish Welfare Board and to the executive 
directors of the large communities 

It was felt that a sharing of this initiative, even at this early date, was proper 
and desirable and in the best interests of all concerned. 

encs. 



September 28, 1976 

Dr. Harry Barron 
National Foandatlon For Jewlab Caltare 
122 E. 42nd Street 
New York, N. Y. 10017 

Dlar Harry: 

-It ·ha1 been a long ailence. I anderatand that aome of the ,tan 
waa in Cleveland to talk to Sid. 1 would have loved a phone call. 

I continue to think that you are walking ap a primroae path in 
the a rte field, bat. . . 

I think that pabllcatlona award• announcement ahoald be made 
aoon, the date aet for aubmla ■iona - ■ay May l - the flrat 
award to be announced in September of 1977. We abould appoint 
a three or foar man committee to be the Award• Committee, 
divided eqaally between the two fleld1. The announcement• 
abould be placed in oar HAS New1letter and circulated through 
their malling llat. 

Happy New Year. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



C.,ctob~r 11. 1976 

Dr. Harry Barron 
National Foundation For Jewiab Caltare 
122 East 42nd Street 
New York, N. Y. l00l7 

Dear Harry: 

Sorry I couldn't n1ake the Monday m eetin~. We a re 
doing some work at the house and I could not leave 
before the contractors got there. 

I am enclosing a copy of the CSR Bulletin, the last 
few 9ages of which a re devoted to the Scholars Pres a. 
Basically, my idea is this: 

l. That the Foundation work out an agreement 
with Scholar• Presa about the publication of a 
dissertation aeries. 

2. Tbat oar Academic Advisory Council be a 
Board of Editor• for that aerie•. 

3. That we pp•llcize tbe aerie• broadly and aid 
in the di■■emlaation of the pabllabed works. 

Keep Well. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 
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Dear Dr. Barron, 

740 West &Id An. 183' 
Nev York, N.Y. 10025 
20 October 1976 

Thank you wry 11110h tor yc,ur paU•o• in rniewing "' oa•••· In my re­
lations with the FoundaUone I haft experienced nothing bat oona1dera­
t1on and aolioitude. In th• past fffV web I have b1en able to clarity 
my po•ition, and with your perm.aaion I would like to gin J'tlG ■ome oTer­
Tiev of th• design ot my scholarly training and then diaousa ay re­
lationship to th• Foundation. 

As I have described to th• Foundation before, IDI' present pl.ans reault froa 
a er:laia ot ftlues I underwnt several years ago, as a result of wbioh I 
took th• ftJ"II condotion to step beyon4 ay inYolvwnt 1n lngli•h• secsular 
literature and to dwote J117Selt to Jewish studi••• Th• decision•• •d• 
1n th• later stages ot ay doctoral progN.111n lngli•h• In oonju.not1on with 
Prot'NSOP Tllvaky, vbo actriaed M &t t.ba~, I cleoided that it -.de 
sense to finish th• degree in &tglish a Md further. I wrote ay 
d1■sertat1on (on George Eliot), and defended it in May, 1975 (it v:lll be 
published 1n expanded fora by llal'ftrd UniTersity Pre••>• lm-:lng th• tw 
,-ar■ I •s wrld.ng on the th••1-1t took about halt ot ,q t:ln1 ■ I 
began som adftnoed studies in Judaioak· Th• year 197)-74 I 1pant at th• 
H•br• Uniwrsity studying text• troll th• rabbinic period, and the year 
19'11f-7S I apent as a spNial student at Harnrd studying ■1d,wal works. 

At th• t1n1 I •snot entirely certain vhioh per:l<Ml within tbe rang• ot 
Hebrew literature I wished to speoialis• in, and in Ti.., ot th• taat 
that Prof. Twr■ky •• on l••• troll bi• teaching duties dllring· tbat 
oOld.ng ,-r, I •d• applioation and •s aooepted •• a Lady Jl&Ti• Poat­
Dootoral Pellow in th• Hebrew Literature Department at th• Hebrew Uni• 
Terdty. it At th• beginning ot th• year in Israel (197.S-?6) I •de a 
definite deo11ion to •ter the .field~ IIIOdvn B•bzt• literatve. fll• 
reool'Cl ot "T wrk la■t ,-r 1• on a •ep,.rate sheet. 

Although I oonsidered rwining at the Hebrew Un1Nraity tor a aeoond 
year (the Lady Daria Trust had renewed 111' tellonbip), I ulti•tel.y de­
oi.a.d to return to Amarioa. Sine• IIJ' concentration •• to be 1n IIOdern 
Hebrew literature, there •••Md to be little rational• tor returning to 
Harnrcls there in■truation 1■ giTen e.mlusi.Tel.y in ■ndSnal, and any 
•rk I wi•hed to do in IIOdem wuld bave to be don• on ay ovn. Con•e­
quently I deoided to locate in Rev York where Proteaaor Dan 'Mlron, pez= 
hapa th• 11••te•t atudent ot IIOdern Hebrew literature and the •n llho 
direoted 1117 atudies last ,-r in J•ra•l•, •• teaching. Prof. Mt.rem, 
•• hi■ ft"'90rting letter atatea, •• aoaepted responsibility tor npel'­
n.dng 117 -,.-k tor thi• year. ·l(y work will diri.d• into two, •~ an in­
tenaiw •91'1.•• ot direoted readings aimed at reading th• •.1or tccta ot 
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th• Hebrew lfa•kalah, lni~_:tbf truae.ork of a tutorial with Prot. Miron, and 

b) readinp 1n iioclern Iiddi•h literature, in th• tNJ18110rk ot two cov••• 

taught by Prot. Mlron and ot a tutorial 1n lanpap at the nvo. In addition 

to th••• tw •jor toei, I plan to CONJ' ~OM adYanced topic• in Hebrew 

gr&lllaP with Prot. Darid Sperling (Deplr.tMnt ot Religion, Coluabia), to read 

•o• t.-tieth-century Beb1'91f tat• with Dr. ATN.baa Boltz in tb• Spring, 

and to engage 1n y,riftte study ot Mldraah. 

My tonal 1nat1t1ltiona1 attillation will be•• a JSo•t-dootoral fellow ot 

the Max Weinreich Canter tor Adftnced Jewish Studi••• ColWlbia, utor­

tunate]y, baa no procedural fPl"OYielon• tor poat-dootorel fellow of tbi• 

sort, altbollgh Prot. Michael Bersog, the director ot th• c.,ter tor 

Israel and Jew.I.sh Studi .. ._ explored the pos■:lldlity and •• diNppointecl 

to disoOYff that there •t1~\.eh prow181on. I shall, ha;•e,w, be apending 

most ot ay ts.a, at Colullb:la and it.a libraries. 

I wi■hed to add -that th••• arrang1111nta ha•• been d1•ou••ed w.ltb Prof. 

Tveraky. Re wholeheartedly apprcrn• ot 117 ohoic• ot th• IIOdern period, 

and he additionally enclo.sr••• ay studying with Pret. Hlron. Be re-

que■ta that it there 1■ any lingepbg queation aboltt th• 1d.acloa and oo­

herelice ot ay prop-a■, that be be oalled at hoae (61?-2)2•?3S6) and tbat 

he 1411 be happy to disOlles th• aitli&U.on. TIIO ;r■are ap, after dia­

cnasaing th• nature of ay part1eul&r n••4• and quallt1oation, w cleoided 

that it certain eondition• J)l'ff&iled.tbat it would be aore proper tor• 

to do tWD or three ,-r• ot poat-dootoral wrk nth• tban a NOoncl Ph.D. 

Tho•• oondlU.on• are, a) it th• eono•tration I oho•• 1n Jewia)J •tudi•• • 

•• oognate to ay preparation in IIOdern ingll•h literature, b>:"th• work 

•• don• under .the npen1•1on of o.-taln reoopised aoadad.c authorit1••• 

and o) it I pJroTed ayaelt to be ·•eri•• and capable 1;,y pabli•ldn1 •cho­

larly ar,lt1ol•• in the field. I tNl that ray work haa 1'11tilled the•• 

condition•• The work I did 1e Bllgliah 1■ 1ndispatably n•-••Y to tbe 

atady of IIOdem Hebrew literature. I have ad.n•t prof•••••• vltb whoa 

I ••• atudied and vho are v.llling to •P••k on ay blbalt. And th• tw, 
lOJII Nlaolarly artiol•• (on• in Rebr•) vh1ola I vrote l&at ,-ar and vbiob 

••• al.Nady b11n aooepted tor pablieation a.erwe, I heliwe, •• proot ot 

1117 ctut dtn1nt to th• fteld and ay ability to do eipiftoant 110rk in 1t. 

In t..... ot -, Nlatlon•b11> to th• JPOIUICl&tion, •• ,ou reoall, I •• awNN 

a pant ot $42000tor la•t ,-r (19?S-?6), wb:lob ,- allowd • to 

cleter.util tld.• yw.r beoau•• of 117 tenure laat .r••r •• a taq Dari• 

renov in Jeru.■al.11 • .WhM I intOJlttd you in th• apring that l -· planning 

to •,,end another ,-.r in Iarael, J'Gll pw ay line in th• baclget to •--

one •l••• ••••entirely proper. lle11ffer, Iba•• return1rl to•• York 

aad •• paraaing "1 Bebrft etudiN in vbat I tblnk yeu 11111agr111• an 

•1'11 .. t and prodaotiN wy, and while the Foundation Randa 1n ao obli• 

ption to•• I bell•• that there 1• a ooadt:Mnt in prinoipl• to the 

npport of my work. 'ftl• plain taot 1• that I need th• aon•7 badlya 1t I 

11•11• to 11ark to produce tb• kind ot 1noom anll&ble fNii noh a tax-tl'M 

tellowhip, it 1• bard tor • to •• tbat there lftNl.d be 1110h ~•• left 
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fop procmotiw NholaPehip op ptblioation ot any ■eri.oua ■OPt. It i• an 
illportant trandt!onal 11011111t in my training and I hope JY1N v.l.11 pretat 
• trOII faltering at this oNoial jllnoture. I undar■t&M tbat ay reque■t 
'Pl'•■enta ditf1hlt teolndoal probl ... and tbat you Wllld b&Te to fin•••• 
th• fund• troll SOM other lln• 1n your .badget, but I hope that Y011 v.l.11 
do yaup utao■t on this •tter. 

I shall oall you shortly to tind out it there are any q,ae■tion to be 
ol.arifted, and it it isn't 0Yer1•••ohing ot • I would want to rediaou•• 
th• UIOUftt ot hnda requests 1n light ot th• OYervhel.ld.ng expa•• ot 
llnng in 1 .. Y~rk. Pl••• do not h"i1:ate to oall Prot. Twr■kya he 
expects to be gotten 1n touoh v.l.th it there are probl ... or qu•■tiona. 

!bank yoa again tor your attention. I am yc,urs 

inolonrea 
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NATION.AL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 
122 EAST 42ND STREET • NEW YORK, N . Y. 10017 • 490-2280 

October 26, 1976 

Rabbi Daniel J . Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

I enclose a copy of a letter received today from Alan Mintz 
to whom we awarded a grant for 1975-76 and which we agreed to 
defer until 1976-77 since he had received a Lady Davis Fellowship 
for study at the Hebrew University. 

As you will note, there has been some shift in Mintz• s 
field of study albeit it continues to be in the area of Hebrew litera­
ture. He evidently has done a good deal of work during the past 
year. He enclosed a copy of a paper he };las written on Mordecai 
Ze'ev Feierberg and The Reveries of Redemption, a forty page article 
that has been accepted for Volume 2 of the AJS review, and he also 
has submitted an article in Hebrew ( Leilot: from Romanticism to 
Symbolism) which is to appear in Knesset, Volume published by 
Mosad Bialik. 

I would like your ok on re lea sing the funds for the grant to 
Mintz. We had originally earmarked the money and it is still avail­
able. Please let me hear from you on this. 

ek 
enc. 

ITY • Barron 
Executive Director 
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NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 
122 EAST 42ND STREET • NEWYORK,N.Y. 10017 • 490-2280 

Rabbi Daniel J. Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

October 26, 1976 

Today I received the AJS review Volume 1 . I presume you 
have also gotten your copy. 

My superficial scanning of the contents leaves me unexcited 
but not unhappy. It is interesting that nine of the sixteen papers were 
written by former NFJC grantees. 

According to the terms of our grant to the AJS, we expected 
to evaluate the publication before committing ourselves to further grants. 
You will remember that we had some question about the publication of an 
annual rather than a periodical journal, but there is not much we can do 
about that. I gather that it is the Association's intention to continue to 
publish one volume a year. This type of format necessarily eschews 
such features as book reviews that one would expect in a more frequently 
issued journal. 

I have written Charles Berlin reminding him of the understanding 
. that copies of the publication would be made available to members of the 
Foundation Board. In view of the fact that it is now in the form of a book, 
there may be something of a problem about their willingness to furnish us 
with enough copies for our Board. I think we should send along a note to 
the Board about the publication. Do you want to get up something for this 
purpose? 

Kind regards • 

ek • Barron 
~-L_._ve Director 
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October 29, 1976 

Dr. Harry Barron 
National Foundation For Jewlab Culture 
122 Eaat 42nd Street 
New York, N. Y. 10017 

Dear Harry: 

I, too, received an AJS Revlew, volwne l, I gae•• •• part 
of my memberabip in AJS. I agree with yoar general •••e••­
ment. Perhaps it would be enough to send along to oar Board 
a xerox of the table of contents and of tbe preface which indi­
cate• our contribution. I would let the accompanylng note .be 
■ imply an hiatorical review of our relationships with AJS, 
■ponaorabip of regional conference• etc., and a numerical 
note of the identity of fellowabip and dono ra. 

On the Mintz matter, ,rive Twersky a call and get a reading 
from blm. If everything comes up a1 I think it will, I would 
release the fund•· 

What the hell happened at tbe meetin~ on fWldinJ of tbe art■ ? 
I bave not beard a word. 

Keep well. 

Sincerely. 

Daniel Jeremy Sliver 
DJS:mp 



Dr. Harry Barron 
National Foandatlon For Jewiah Culture 
122 E. 42nd Street 
New York, N. Y. 10017 

Dear Harry: 

February 21, 1977 

I read tbe page and a half on pabllcationa. It'• a ten-mlnate throw­
together whlch lndlcate• that the office ha• done no real thinking ln 
tble area over the paat year. There la no information a1 to the or­
aanlsation of the Scholar'• Preis; there la no lnformatlon a• to how 
th• varloua dlaaertatlon ■erle• are now being handled; there ls no 
lndlcati.on who ■hoald decide what should be eubaidized and why. 
To ■ay that 1 am dl1appointed would be an anderatatement. One of 
the reason• we have had thia ander fire for two ye\2. l• that yon 
bave not taken bold and done the apade work. I will}brlng tble Yagae 
mlehmaab up another tlme and I am abashed at bavlng gotten the ap­
proval of the l'oundation'• Board to a pabllcatione program which 
baa not been taken any further. Please do the following: 

1) Baalc reaearcb into the Scholar'• Pre•• and the varioaa dlaeer­
tatloa aerlea, the editor•' coat of pllbllcatlon etc. 

2) Dlaca••lon• wltb local academic• •• to the apecific aadience for 
•acb a dl••ertatlon aerie■, •aue■ted committee etc. 

I remala anlmpre••ed by tbe fandlq of materlal by ■enlor men ln 
tbe fleld except ln one area, the p11bllcatlon oa a trae re■earch tool 
•ach •• the Ylddlah Dlctlonary. Pleaae ••• that the above la done 
before oar meetlq. 

Sincerely, 

Danlel J'eremy Sliver 

DJS:mp 
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PUBLICATIONS 

At the 1975 meeting of the Academic Advisory Council it was recom­

mended that the National FoW1dation begin to support a publications program. 

It was suggested that $20,000 be allocated to this program to be spent over 

five years. Initially, the intention was to provide two ~wards a year for 

deserving manuscripts, one by an established scholar and one by a yo\Ulger 

acadel\i.c. There were serious reservations about this approach from the begin­

ning, dealing as much with the substance of a program of this nature as with 

the difficulties of selection and administration. The following are descriptions 

of' alternative programs that might be considered. 

Scholarly Publications Program 

The objective of this program would be to permit the publication of a 

limited number of works of excellence through participation in required subsi­

dization~ro be considered for this progra n, a manuscript would already have to 

had been accepted for publication by a reputable publisher of scholarly materials 

(e.g. a m1iversity press) and to have been submitted for review by the Academic 

Advisory CoW1cil. A sub-conmittee of the Academid Advisory Council might be 

established for the screening process. 

A number of stipulations might be desirable in administering a program 

such as the one described. For instance, the Foundation might in no case provide . 

more than a stated proportion of the ruooW1t needed for subsidization purposes­

one-third or one-half, and no grant should be larger than $1,500 - $2,000 (?). 

The Foundation might also wish to make a claim on royalties. 

It should be noted that such a program would be criticized by at .-least 

one group, the American Academy for Jewish Research, which feels it already has 

a program of this nature and that fm1ds for this purpose should be funnelled 

through them. 



CFvJ 2,l) l't.71J 

2 -

Disse~ation Series 

It has also been suggested that we sponsor a publications series of 

deserving doctoral dissertations. In this connection, it has been suggested 

~ link-up with organizations such as the ScholanPress which could publish 

these works inexpensively. We would need to define the objectives of a program 

or this nature; are we trying to assist deserving young scholars to advance in 

their academic careers by allowing them to publish, or are we more concerned 

with seeing that first rate academic work is published? 

Assuming we do define the objectives, ..._difficulties that need to be 

Laken into account are that selection of these materials would be occuring uL 

u manuscript level, prior to acceptance by any publisher and the screening t..hat. 

implies. This might mean. a heavier workload for the Academic Advisory Cow1eil. 

In addition, some feeling has been indicated that scholars have a much greuter 

preference, to the exclusion of any other al temati ve, for publication by 

"11ame" publishers and might not welcome the arrangerent. 
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NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JE\\'ISH CULTURE 
122 EAST 42ND STR£ET • N F. W YORK, N . Y. }0017 • 490-2280 

Rabbi Samuel Z. Fishman 
B'nai B'rith Hillel Foundations 
1640 Rh.ode Island Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20036 

Dear Rabbi Fishman: 

March 17, 1977 

Thank you for your recent letter setting forth your plans 
for a new edition of the Catalogue of Jewish Studies in .Ameri­
can Colleges and Universities. 

We have given careful consideration to the matter and re­
gretfully must advise you that we cannot at this time participate 
in the funding of this project. Our commitments in other direc­
~ions preclude the funding of this publication. 

I regret our inability to be of help to you at this time. 
If you have not already done so, you might want to explore the 
possibility of some assistance from the Council of Jewish Federa­
tions and Welfare Funds whose Committee on College Youth and 
Faculty might find it feasible to par ticipate in this venture. 

dbs 
cc: 

Every good wish. 

Prof. Marvin Fox 
Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver/ 

Sincerely, 

Harry I. Barron 
Executive Director 



NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 
122 EAST 42ND STREET • NEW YORIC, N. Y. 10017 • 490-2280 

Dr. Nahwn M. Sarna, Treasurer 
Association for Jewish Studies 
Brandeis University 
Waltham, Mass. 02154 

Dear Dr. Sarna: 

March 17, 1977 

I have your letter of March 9th regarding volume two 
of the AJSreview. 

We shall plan to send you the requested first payment 
of $5,000 within the next few weeks. Meanwhile, it would 
be appreciated if you would furnish us with a statement on 
your evaluation of the first volwne, and some report on 
the fiscal operation and distribution of volume one. You 
will recall that one of the conditions of our grant to the 
Association for this project was for there to be some assess­
ment of the first volume before our commitment for succeed­
ing grants. 

dbs / 
cc: Marvin Fox 

Rabbi Daniel Jerell\Y Silver 

Sincerely, 

Harry I. Barron 
Executive Director 



NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 
122 EAST 42ND STREET • N EW YORK, N. Y. 10017 • 

March 17, 1977 

Dr. Robert Gordis 
Jewish Theological Seminary of America 
3080 Broadway 
New York, NY 10027 

Dear Dr. Gordis: 

490-2280 

Many thanks for your prompt return of the Summary Rating 
Sheets on the grants applications which you were good enough to 
examine. 

It is good to know that you are planning to attend the 
meeting of the Academic Advisory Council on March 28th. I know 
that your participation will be of genuine benefit. We shall 
understand if you are a bit late. Incidentally, two other mem­
bers will be coming in from Cleveland that morning (Dr. Bernard 
Martin and Dr. D:miel Jeremy Silver). Perhaps you will even be 
coming on the same plane. 

I have noted your suggestion about including a question 
on the application form regarding education in specifically 
Jewish institutions. At one time the application form contained 
such an item which was subsequently dropped in favor of the item 
on the top of page 2, "Other Relevant Education". At)st appli­
cants list their specifically Jewish education in this section. 

In response to your question about the confidentiality of 
the evaluations, the only identification is ma.de among the mem­
bers of the Academic Advisory Council when they discuss a parti­
cular application. This information is not ever disclosed to 
anyone else. 

I'm looking forward to seeing you on March 28th. Thank you 
again for your help. 

~s I cc: Dr. Dmiel Jeremy Silver 

Sincerely, 

Harry I. Barron 
Executive Director 
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March 30, 1977 

Dr. Harry Barron 
National Foandatlon For J'ewiab Culture 
122 Eaat 42nd Streell 
New York, N. Y. 10017 

Dear Harry: 

I thought yeaterday went exceptionally well. The group of yoana 
■cholar• was a good croaa ■ectlon. With the exception of Orlinsky, 
they were a much quieter lot. The conversation on the book proe­
pect wa• appropriate and to the point. I am not at all unhappy wltb 
the decl•lon not to proceed. 

I know the amount of paper work this meeting entails. Clearly, the 
procedure• we have now adopted are adeqaate witb two exception,: 

l) There ma•t be enough pamphlet• of the three A'• and two A'• 
and one B application• •o tbat everyone at the table can have a aet. 

2) We maat make ■are that theaea proapectu•' whlch are more 
than ten pa1e• in length are xeroxed and mailed to the three ori­
ginal reader■. The alternate proposal that the longer papers be 
aent back to applicant• for reaubmlesion would cauee us to lose 
more time than aimply xeroxing a few extra pages. 

Abe Atllt bandied blmaelf well. Pleaae expre•• my thank• to him. 
Aa alway■ , my thank■ to you for your help. 

My expen■e• to New York were $220. Hope to ■ee you ■oon. 

Sincerely, 

Danlel Jeremy Silver 
DJ'S:mp 



6/22/76 Marc D. Rotstein 

I spoke on the phone with Mr. Rotstein to learn about his present 
status. He has been discussing his situation with Professor Marvin 
Fox who feels that he ought to give up his teaching assistantship for 
next year and devote himself entirely to his dissertation (with the 
exception of his teaching at the Hebrew Collete). He has discussed 
the matter of a reduced teaching load with Dr. Grad and the details 
are to be worked out shortly. He indicated that he has completed 
about 30 pages of his dissertation which have been approved by 
Professor Friedlander. Unfortunately, Professor F. will be going 
back to· Israel shortly but arrangements have been made for him to 
receive through Dr. Fox the new chapters to be written by Mr. R. 
Professor Brandwein will be returning to Brandeis this Fall but he 
has not seen any of Mr. Rotstein' s material and Dr. Fox has inti­
mated he will be the intermediary with Dr. Brandwein on Mr. R's 
behalf. Mr. R. stated that he may be facing increased responsibil­
ities toward the end of the coming year because his wife is newly 
pregnant with the second child. When I explained that it would be 
impossible for the NFJC to approximate the $8,000 he had requested 
in his application, Mr. R. quickly assented and stated that if the 
Foundation could grant him $3,500, he would undertake to borrow the 
rest. 
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Ma.y 12, 1977 

Nati0nal Foundation f or 
Je•,,ish Culture, 
122 East 42nd Street 
New York, N.Y. 10017 

Dear Dr. Barron, 

Marc D. Rotstein 
76 Blomerth Street 
Malden, Mass. 02148 

Less than f our m )nths ago, my first prr,gress report was submi tt~d t u 

the f oundation. Looking it over pri~r to composing this second report, 

I note, ·with an ironic sense of bemusement, how incorrigibly optimistic I 

sounded, particularly with respect to the likelihood of Cl mpleting the entire 

f irst draft by the beginning O J.· June. There is nothing comparable to the 

bracing task of writing as a measure, not only 0 £ one's intellectual prowess, 

but as a lesson in humility and self-estimation. Time has obvi-::>usly become 

the pred•Jminant factor in all of my calculations; I have, almost unconsciously, 

began tn measure my progress in terms of the number of checks remaining until 

my National Foundation grant runs out. This has provided both an unexpected 

impetus ) and a cause for distress. For as my work made its inevitable twists 

and turns, backward and forward, (as shall be elaborated below,) I could not 

help feeling that I might be disappointing those who have lent me their ongoing 

support. In the middle of May, I stand ready to complete the second of four 

projected chapters. Though on the surface this may sound like an indication 

of moderate progress, a closer look may reveal otherwise. 

The first chapter which I had been working on, the details of whose progress 

were outlined in my January report, was regarded from the outset as the seminal 

part of the whole. As such, it was considered by both Drs. F riedlander and 

Brandwein as meritting the most attention; in terros of approach to the original 

text and the presentation of the thesis. The method which each of the two has 

adopted toward the evolution of the work presented to them, is another factor 
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whi ch T have learned to take into account i n gauging the progress of 

the dissertation. While Dr. Brandwej n prefers lila l~ing detailed comments 

on each section which he reads, often independently or cor.-iments made on 

previous sections, Dr. Friedlander wai ts to have~ entire chapter before 

him and to mal~e conunents on the whole; in ter1"l s of integration of materials, 

treatment, matters of style, technique and other substantive observations. 

Consequently, when I made my comments, in the January rer.,ort, concer­

ning the immediaC}' of comp let i ng the sixth, and last section of the initial 

chapter, I did not take into account the fact that considerable a nm1endati on s 

(mostly additions,) will be called for by my advisors. Thus, the sixth 

segment, instead of contai.n 5.ng a projected 20 page$, now contains 26, 

with a proportional :increase in the number of pages of notes. Further, 

to p roperly support conclusions reached jn the last section, substantive 

changes were also called £or in sections three, four and five. 

This exchange took the form of meet i ngs held with Dr. Brandwe i n on 

January 21, when the original draft of the last section was presented, and 

again on February 15, nine days a£ter having completed the second version 

o£ that section. Dr. Friedlander's reply to section #6 came on January 

26. I mailed him a rewritten version on February a. Work on the second 

chapter, tentatively titled "Irony i n the Structure of a Single Short 

Story; A Study 0£ Hirb~t Hiz'ah, began shortly after my meeting with Dr. 

Brandwein. The firsr section of that chpater was completed on March 10, 

(with a copy mailed to Israel on that date,} and was followed by a meetin~ 

with Dr. Brandwein on the 24th. Dr. Friedlander's reply, indicating the 

need for minor changes, came on the 21st of r·{a.rch. Working at an increased 

pace, a shorter section was completed two wee1's later, on the 28th of March. 

A discussion on this and earlier sections of my work was held with Dr. Fried ­

lander on two occasions, on April 5 and on the 14th. A meeting during whi ch 

the same subject was again raised, was held i n Dr. Brandwein's home on the 

29th 0£ that month. 
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An unexpected turn of events allowed me to spend Passover in Israel 

this past month; an ocassion which I shall use to great advantage on behalf 

o:f my dissertation. The worsening condition of my wife's mother and her 

hospitalization, coupled with my in-law's desire to see their new grand-daugh­

ter, prompted my father-in-law to sponsor our trip to Israel for a three 

week period. It was during that time that~ had arranged to meet with Dr. 

1~"' riedlander for lengthy discussions on the progress of my work. \vhile there, 

I spent a good deal of time at the archives of the G'nazim Institute in 

Tel~Aviv, making valuable additions to my bibliographic files. I was asto­

nished to discovdr how many i terns were unavailable to me in the libraries 

with which I am associated; (Brandeis and Hebrew College,) among which were 

stories and articles that may very well compell me to reassess s :-J me points 

which I had taken for granted, and have even included in my written material. 

Since the National Poundation fellowship funds are scheduled to run out 

in June-, I was again counting upon a Summer teaching position at Hebrew College. 

However, curricular exigencies and other considerations have obviated this 

alternative; consequently depriving me of a significant component of my 

livelihood. May I add parenthetically, that however unpleasant, be it noted 

that an Instructor's salary at this college can simply not provide for even 

the basic needs of a family of four, with but a single provider. 1,·or even 

after five years of teaching, it is still necessary for a person in my posi­

tion to seek additional sources of income to supplement one's paltry earnings. 

As an illustration, I may point out that my net earnings for the calander 

year 1976, (taking Summer work into account,) were $800 shy of the $10 1000 

figure. Though it may not have been significant, my Summer earnings for the 

past few years have clearly spelled the difference between 'just making it', 

and 'barely making ends meet'. 

Looking at my situation more optimistically, I must admit that given 

three months totally free of any academic commitments, is very welcome news 
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to someone for whom time is of the essence. It will allow me to push forward 

my tentative deadline for the completion of the writing process to December. 

(Calculating progress at the rate of three months per chapter, and barring, 

of course, any unforseen delays.) With this in mind, and once again asking 

your forgiveness for taxing your generosity, I would like to appeal for an 

extension of my grant for a duration and in a manner which the board deems 

advisable. I hope that this progress report and the circumstances outlined 

herein, will satisfy the advisory committee as to the legitimacy of this 

request, and will hasten a decision on the matter. 

May I thank you again for your generosity and encouraging support 

throughout this past year, and for helping me bring my dissertation all the 

more closer to its ultimate realization. 

I remain -sincerely, / .-,/ - I / 
/ 1., l,~~ /J, / L6 ✓- , ;_ ~ 
Marc David Rotstein 



NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 
122 EAST 42ND STREET • NEW YORK, N. Y. 10017 • 490-2280 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

May 16, 1977 

I am enclosing some materials on Marc D. Rotstein 
who is a current grantee working on his dissertation at 
Brandeis on The Ironic Sub-Structure in the Short Stories of 
S. Yizhar. 

When Mr. Rotstein submitted his progress report in 
January, he expressed the hope that he might be able to com­
plete his work by September and wondered whether the NFJC 
would be willing to extend our grant ($3,500) for the three 
months of July, August and September. In my reply to him, 
I indicated that we could not give him any assurance on this 
since our meager financial resources were heavily taxed this 
year. We have now received his May progress report and it 
is evident that he is having quite a struggle to complete his 
dissertation in the face of financial pressures. 

What he is asking for is approximately $1,000 to 
carry him over the summer so that he can finish the disser­
tation. What is your opinion? 

ek 
encs. 

rry . Barron 
Executive Director 
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Marvin Fox 
Brandeis University 

Frank Talmage 
University of Toronto 

Secrewy-Treaurer 

Nahum M. Sama 
Brandeis University 

Edllor, Al$ Hewalea.r 

Arnold J. Band 
Unlvenity of Callfomla 
Los Angelea 

ASSOCIATION FOR JEWISH 

May 9, 1977 

Dr. Harry I. Barron 
National Foundation for Jewish Culture 
122 East 42nd St. 
New York, N . . Y. 10017 

Dear Harry: 
~ 

Executive Secretary 

Charles Berlin 
Harvard University 
Widener Library M 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138 
617-495-2985 

I must ask you to forgivenfor the very long delay in replying to 
your letter of March 17, 1977 to Dr. Nahum M. Sarna. Dr. Sarna 
turned the letter over to me for reply, since the A.J.S. Review 
is in my hands. Unfortunately, this has been a very difficult 
time for me because of the critical illness of my very aged mother, 
and many of my normal duties have suffered because I have spent so 
much time travelling back and forth to Chicago. I am sure you will 
understand and I hope the delay has not caused any unusual difficulty. 

Let me try to answer each of the questions which you raise in your 
letter concerning Volume I of the A.J.S. Review. First, as to the 
fiscal operation. The cost of producing the volume was $14,502.40. 
This does not include the postage and distribution costs which were 
fully absorbed by the publisher. To offset some of the cost, we 
increased our dues by $5.00 so as to help pay for the journal. 
900 volumes were distributed automatically to all members of the A.J.S. 
whose current dues were fully paid. This 900 volume distribution 
represents an income of $4500. This $4500 together with the $101 000 
subsidy which was provided for us through the National Foundation for 
Jewish Culture covered the entire cost of production. It is expected 
that there will be additional volumes sold through the publisher to 
libraries and individuals. At this point, we do not have figures 
available for such individual sales, but we know that they have been 
rather small. The Review will be announced in the forthcoming 
catalogue of Ktav Publishing House and we assume that this will generate 
some sales. This answers the question you asked concerning both the 
fiscal operation and the distribution of the volume. 

You also asked for an evaluation of the volume. Naturally, you may 
view my report as that of an interested party, since I am both President 
of the A.J.S. and a member of the Editorial Board of the A.J.S. Review. 
Nevertheless, I believe my evaluation is objective, and I should like 
to add that it represents not only my own personal views but responses 
that we have received from our membership and from scholars in the 
field in many places. By any standard, this volume must be judged 
as a serious contribution to scholarship in our field. It covers a 
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wide range of subject matter, just as the field itself covers a wide range. 
It includes studies of biblical themes and moves all the way to aspects of . 
recent American Jewish History. It seems to me that this volume gives a 
remarkable view of the range and scope of Jewish studies in the contemporary 
world. 

As a matter of policy, we tried in this first volume to make place, in 
particular, for younger scholars and "for people relatively new to the field 
who had special contributions to make. We take special pride in the fact that 
we have provided a scholarly forum for these people, and are pleased that the 
quality of their work satisfies,_lhe highest standards of rigorous scholarship. 
We hope to continue this policy;p.ncluding younger scholars regularly in our 
publication, though we shall now have less hesitation about urging Senior 
scholars to share their work with us. For example, we had decided that members 
of the Editorial Board should not publish in the first volume in order to 
prevent the appearance of a house organ. There will be very little in the 
second volume by members of the Editorial Board. From that point on, however, 
we shall certainly invite our own Editorial Board to contribute freely to the 
A.J.S. Review, it being fully understood that their work will undergo the same 
critical reading and evaluation as that of every other contributor. 

If we have any single concern as we evaluate this first volume, it is over the 
problem of the great diversity of subject matter dealt with in the A.J.S. Review. 
There are some who would like to see us devote individual volumes to a single 
topic or a single area of study. There are things to be said in favor of this 
proposal, but to do so would mean to reduce the interest of that volume from 
the totality of our membership to that segment which works in the particular 
field in question. There may be no totally satisfactory solution to this 
problem. Our Editorial Board will be discussing it very carefully when it next 
meets in the Fall. I cannot venture now to predict what policy decisions1will 
be taken, but it is my own feeling that the virtues of wide scope and diversity 
of content outweigh the defects. 

All in all, we are very satisfied indeed with our work thus far. Certainly, 
our intention 1• to continue to improve the review, to push it toward an even 
higher standard and to include within its pages the work of the ablest scholars 
we can publish of whatever age and of whatever intellectual persuasion. 

I hope that I have provided you with a sufficient answer to the questions which 
you raised in your letter. If there is any further information which you would 
like to have, we would certainly be happy to provide it. It would help us 
greatly in moving forward in the publication of Volume II, if it were possible 
for you to forward to us the first payment of $5000 which you made reference to 
in your letter. We continue to be profoundly grateful to you and the National 
Foundation For Jewish Culture for the whole range of help which you have extended 
to us. Without your help we could not have begun to provide the range and quality 
of services to the conmunity of Jewish scholars that it has been our privilege to 
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offer. We are all deeply in your debt, and I hope you will extend 
thanks to the Board of the National Foundation and to its officers 
the confidence which they have shown in the Association for Jewfsh 
and the support they have extended to us. 

MF:em 

Sincerely yours, 

Marvin Fox 
President 
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NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 
122 EAST 42ND STREET 

Rabbi Daniel J. Silver 
The Temple 

• 

University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 10017 • 490-2280 

May 12, 1977 

The enclosed letter from Marvin Fox arrived today in response 
to my note of March 17th to Nahum Sama, copy of which we sent you 
at the time. Are you in favor of our now releasing the $5,000 to the 
AJS? Are there some comments that you would like to make on Fox's 
statement regarding the AJS Review? Please let me know at your early 
opportunity so that I can follow it up. 

I have had a couple of calls from Marvin Herzog growing out of 
a session I had with one of our rejected applicants this year, who as I 
remember, was turned down largely because there was question on the 
part of some members of the Academic Advisory Council as to whether 
he would be able to get the kind of supervision he needs on his disser­
tation research from the History Department at Columbia. His disser­
tation project involves a study of the Jewish Community of Navarre, 
Spain prior to the expulsion at the end of the 15th century. One of his 
referees was a non-Jew who readily conceded that he is not qualified to 
judge the applicant's Judaic knowledge. 

When I talked with the applicant who wanted to know why he had 
been rejected, I explained some of this to him. He readily admitted that 
there is no one at Columbia who could guide him on his dissertation re­
search. Had Zvi Ankori remained, he would have been very helpful. I 
asked whether he had discussed the possibility of getting an outside per­
son to serve on his dissertation committee and indicated such people as 
Yerushalmi and Feldman both of whom have worked with Spanish archival 
materials. He said that he had spoken with Yerushalmi who was rather 
short with him saying that he had given him more time than he usually 
gives his own students . 

When Marvin Herzog called me about this applicant, he spoke 
about the concern that he has about the lack of adequate faculty at 
Columbia in this branch of Jewish Studies and asked whether we would 
be willing to write a letter to the appropriate Columbia officials express­
ing our concern about this lack as we perceive it in connection with 
applicants who apply to us. 
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(I recalled that two years ago one of the people we had approved for 
a Summer Stipend decided to transfer to Harvard from Columbia be­
cause there would not be a suitable faculty person to guide him in 
his field of specialization. He has since spent two additional years 
at Harvard and is now to receive a Summer Stipend from us to help 
him with his comprehensive examinations there.) 

I expressed some question to Herzog about intruding our­
selves in such an approach to Columbia but suggested that he should 
think about the matter further and talk with me again. Today he called 
to tell me that he thought there might be some movement at Columbia 
in the next few months and hopes to be able to share some of the de­
tails in the near future. He continues to think it would be helpful if 
we would write but he didn't press me about it today. He is still 
concerned about the rejected applicant and wondered whether we 
could help him in some way. I told him that as far as the NFJC is 
concerned we cannot reverse our earlier decision. I promised to look 
around for some other resources. 

Any comments') 

I see that you are not planning to come to the June 15th Board 
meeting. Is there some special reason that you can share with me? 
Can you be persuaded to reconsider? 

Why don't you call me collect so that we can talk about several 
of these items and try to take care of them quickly. All the best. 

ek 
enc. 

rron 
Director 



• 

ar. Harry L Barrot1 
National Foandation For Jewl■h Caltare 
122 E. 42nd Street 
New York, N. Y. 10017 

Dear Harry: 

May 19, 1977 

In reply to your varioa• letter■ : Marc Rotateln, ln effect, la ••kill& 
for an increase in. h.l• 1rant from $3500 to $4500. How dld we arri•• 
at the figure of $3500 ln the first place? 'f, hat are yoar feelinge aboat 
increa s ing a g ran t on the basis of a plea of need? Are we not openla1 

• a Pandora ' s box? Clea rly, th is man wlll not finish his the• ls ln Sep­
tember and his problem s will contlnae. I feel that we oaght to take a 
tou.gh line on such requests, but I would be lnteiaeated to know how and 
why we cut hia $8, 000 reqae ■ t down to $3, 500. 

On a happier note, I find Fox'• letter satisfactory and, generally, ■bare 
hi• ••••••ment of the fir•t volame. The AJS haa acted reaponalbly aad 
I woald now releaae $5,000 we promised for the •econd y•r. It ha• 
been money well ■ pent and by the end of oar granting period the JQR 
•ill be forgotten and a new and a better journal have emerged. By the 
~y, Fox'• letter should be shared with our Board. 

I 
6n the Herzog matter, it i1 common practice for a aniveralty to hire 
.. ldatalde per■on to eapervl■e a doctoral candidate when competent 
guidance la not available wlthln the facalty. My own the ■ i• wa• com­
pleted that way. The Unlveralty of Chlca10 paid Solomon Zeitlin to 
work with me. No anl••r•lty can expect to have experta la all areas 
where aradaat•• may want to work. It woald be inappropriate for ua 
to lntrade. What really llltrlaa•d me wa• Yera•halml'• cart di1miaeal 
of thl• man. I• thl• de•oted work la the lntere•t• of the advancement 
of Jewl•h •cholar•hlp, and how much tlme doe■ he •pend wltb Ill• own 
men? 

Sbacerely. 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 
122 EAST 42ND STREET • NEW YORK, N. Y. 10017 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

June 3, 1977 

• 490-2280 

I'm sorry that we missed each other on the phone today. I'd wanted 
to talk with you in particular about the NFJC Board meeting on June 15th. 

I know you advised us some time ago that you would not be able to 
be here but I am hoping that you might now find it possible to attend 
after all. As you will see from the materials that have been sent out 
in advance of the meeting, a major item for consideration and action will 
be Amos Comay's report and recommendations regarding the creation of a 
grants program for the arts. I would not want this to go through by 
default or through inadequate consideration of the pertinent points of 
view. I would particularly urge you to take part in this discussion. 

The Board is also being called on to approve the recommendations of 
the Academic Advisory Council on the grants awards for 1977-78. It would 
be good if you could make a presentation on this. 

Apropos of the above, I sat in on a session the other day sponsored 
by the American section of the World Jewish Congress on the future of 
Jewish Studies in colleges and universities. The major speakers were 
Marvin Fox and Arthur Hertzberg. JAore questions were raised than answered 
but it struck me again - as it has so many times - that the NFJC ought to 
assert an initiative at this time in having a thoroughgoing examination 
made of the whole subject of Jewish Studies: where we stand; what are the 
needs; and what steps should be taken. It certainly has a bearing on our 
academic grants program. 

The reason I am writing this letter is that I shall be in Washington 
for a number of days and won't have a chance to talk with you on the phone. 
When I get back to New York around June 8th I'll give you a ring. Mean­
while, please give some thought to the possibility of your attending the 
Board meeting on June 15th. Warm r ards. 

xe 
dbs 
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NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 
I 

1 ~2 EAST 42ND STREET • NEW YORK, N. Y. 100]7 • 490-2280 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

December 10, 1976 

When we recently talked about the article you plan to write on 
the Foundation• s grants program, you asked that I furnish you with 
some of the details that you might not have at hand. 

I am not too sure about the kinds of material that you would 
want but I .am enclosing several items that might serve as II starters 11

• 

1- The list of persons who served on the NFJC Academic 
Advisory Council from 1968 until 1976. As you will see, 
there have been 35 persons. The customary term is 3 
years although there have been some exceptions. Baron 
and Wolf son were honorary chairmen and Solomon Zeitlin 
is now an honorary member. I am sure you know the 
fields and institutional affiliations of all the individuals 
in case you want to include them. 

2- Grants breakdown. This tabulation is on an annual basis 
with the exception of the period 1961 to 1970 where some 
of our data for individual years are not readily available. 
The categories should be clear: "Fellowships" refers to the 
doctoral dissertation grants; Grants-in-Aid are mostly post­
doctoral grants to individuals; "Special Agency" are grants 
for agency-sponsored projects such as to the Congress for 
Jewish Culture, The Great Yiddish Dictionary Committee, 
Conference on Jewish Philosophy, Association for Jewish 
Studies, etc. "Publications II are for a variety of projects 
to individuals as well as organizations to make possible 
actual publications. A partial list of these is attached. 
In addition, there are such grants as the one to the 
Association for Jewish Studies for the AJS Review, Summer 
Stipends began only in 1975-76 so that thus far there have 
been only 18 . 
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3- Lists of pre-doctoral grants, grants-in-aid, and summer 
stipends. There are 2 cumulative lists for the years 1961-
1974; a list of pre-doctoral grants for 1975-1977, and a 
list of the 18 summer stipends. 

I hope this will be of some beginning help. Let me know 
what other kinds of information you would like to have. Best re­
gards. 

ek 
encs. 

f 

H 
Exe~u 




