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NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE

122 EAST 425D STREET v NEW YORK, N.¥. 10017 . 450-2280

June 7, 1974

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver

The Temple

University Circle at Silver Park
Cleveland, Ohio 44106

Dear Dan:

Your letters arrived while I was on the West Coast. Let me comment
on them briefly:

1. Ican't understand your saying that we neglected to send
you the letters of support on the Altschuler, Cohen and
Wertheimer applications. Our records indicate that we
sent you the various letters of reference and [ daresay
that you will find them attached to the material we sent you.

However, [ am enclosing another set of the letters of
reference.

2. As to the suggestion that you proceed with the joumal
project and approach Arnie Band, it is felt by Mike
Zeltzer and Earl Morse that it would be premature and
inappropriate to do so until the Reassessment Committee
has completed its work and makes its report and recommenda-
tions. Do you feel that you can make informal exploratory
soundings without firm commitments?

4. We had a meeting on June 5th with two representatives each
from the American Assoclation for Jewish Education,
Institute for Jewish Life, CJFWF and the NFJC. The idea of
merger or fusion 1s cbviously attractive to some people. I
tried to decelerate the notion, pointing out some of the
dangers and limitations and suggesting instead that we look
first at the needs before a consideration of structure. It was
decided to put together an inventory of the needs as seen by
each of the groysas well as the present functions which might
serve as as springmard for the next discussion, The suggestion

v was made that some "outside" person put this together after

some interviews with the heads of the three different groups.
8id Vincent's name was suggested for this job. We're going
to have to talk this over pretty carefully at the June 18th
Executive Committee meeting.
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Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver June 7, 1974

4. Earl Morse has suggested that we change the place for our
June 18th meeting. He feels that the NFJC conference room
is too small and uncomfortable, He has reserved Conference
Room A (10th floor) at the UHC building. I haven't yet
notified people: it may not be as convenient a spot for the
out=-of=-towners, Your reply card just came in this morning.
I notice that you say you will "try to" attend this meeting. We
set the date only after Sid said he checked it out with you.
I do hope you will seriously try to get in for it.

2 . I am sending along some materials regarding the application
of Dr, William M, Glicksman. You will remember that he
has been submitting this application for a number of years and
been tumned down each time until we gave him some slight
hope this year with your letter of April 17, 1974, As you see,
he has now come back with this offer from The Advertisers Press.
It impresses me very much as a vanity job and I can't see us
putting up $2,900 for such a purpose. What is your suggestion?

6. Enclosed is our check for 5145 as per your expense statement.

All the best.

Encs.




June 10, 1974

Dr. Harry Barron

National Foundation For Jeawish Cualture
122 East 42nd Street

New York, N. Y. 10017

Dear Harry:
Your letter arrived this morning.

1) The various letters of reference were not attached to thelr applications.
Even Lhe NFJC office sometimes makes clerical errors - 1 know mine

does.

%}_I am not prepared to make "informal exploratory soundings without
filrm commitments" with Arnie Band. I am prepared to talk with him
once & firm commitment without strings is agreed on by the NFJC and
only then, You will destroy every opportunity for a meaningfal break-
throagh if Mike Zeltzer's concept of review le adopted. It ls either
g° or no go.

3) If yoa are already talking of having Sidoey Vincent explore areas of
cooperation and/or coordination between the Institute, the Association
and us you are & long way down the plke towards a major commitment.
Sidney can force any lssue. The question is are you ready for that kind

of approach,

4) 1 fally intend to be at the meeting on the 18th, The place ls immmaterial,

5) I agree that we ought to discourage Glicksman and not be part of this
kind of vanity undertaking. Why not simply tell him that we are discon-
tinuing the anderwriting of any publication antll cur committee on pab-
lishing submits a full report?

6) Thank yoa.
As alwayse,

DJS:mp Danlel Jeremy Silver
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Mr. Harry l.Barron, Exegut ve Lireetor
National Foundation for Jewish Tulture
122 Fast LZnd Street
New York, N.Y. 10017

Dear Mr.,Bar-on:

Last December a number of ncademics met together in
Chicamo and decided that a need existed for a modest jourmal
devoted to American Jewish Studies, especially imerican Jewligh
Literature, Cut aof this me~ting came an advisory board, composad
of Sheldon Grebstein, Allen Gutmann, Irving flowe, Irving Malin,
sanford rinsker, Moses Hischin, and ‘on ‘anders, with several
more added since then - Lillian S5chlivzsel and Sarah Z.Conen,
I was asked to be editor.

tarly this year 1 sent out a nna-page flyer (copy
enclosed) to some two hunéred people who teach .merican Jewish
Atudiea or are interested particpants, ediinrs, and 50 on. ihe
response has been overwhelming. At this point there is no doubt
that we will po forward. I alre.-dy have material in hand for
several i sues, Ns to what will be included, the flyer indicates
the areas I supgpgested; naturally the jourpal will refleet both
the needs and interests of tke readership, and may chonge em=
rhasis as we go along.

I am writing to usk for your support. o bring out
a quality journal,about 13700 or thood will be nceled for the
first ye r., It is our hope and expeclation that the journmal will

be self-surperting in the =ccond year. 1 am enclosing a ¢opy of
the flyer, and I am also enclosing a copy of my new Daok, R iaing

—

Jewish, which will out in = firat rri=ting of 30,000 in a week

or 50, to show you my profeszsional comnetsnee, I agsume you know
some of the other names on the advésery board., T hope you will be
able to help this journal get under way. I look forward to hearing

from you ¥Yery soon. ﬂﬁx \
NG i~

Janiel Walden
\saociate frofe.sor
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STUDIES IN AMERICAN JEWISH LITERATURE

Shaldon Grabstein
Al lan Guttmann
Irving Howe
Irving Malin
Carford Pinsker
l'osas Rischin
Ronald Sanders

EDITORIAL

This Is the first issue of a new publi=
catlon. In view of the way in which
Jawish academia has ignored American
Jewlsh materials, It secmed necessary
to a number of people in the field To
provide a medium for communication.
Hopeful ly, as interest rises, these
"nages" will describe research In
progress, succinct book reviews, notfices
of meotings, and reports of new publli-
cations, flims, slides, etc. To that
end, all are !nvi*ﬂd to send the editor
brief resurmes of work In progress, 100
word book reviews, and notices of
meetings which will be coming up of
signiflicance to those in American
Jowlsh Literature, [t might aiso be
useful to note articles published. |If
you want articles (short or abridaed)
in these pages too, please make your
wichas known. At thls point there
sazms to be no consensus. At tha same
+ime, It would be good to know 1f this
format Is OK, |f a 4-page format Is
accaprable, If you want a logo, and SO
on. Plezse - just a note from you. The
work of compilation will be done here
but your cocoperation is needed, and
will be very appreciated.

Daniel Walden, Editfor
pepartment of Engllsh
Pannsylvanla State University
University Park, Pa. 16802

vol. |, Ne. |
February, 1974

NOTES

Although the title now reads
Studies In American Jawish Liter-
ature there is a question in The
aditor's mind as to whether the
+itle should be broadened to
Amorican Jewlish Studies. Your
opinions would be appreciated.

On Saturday. March 23, 1974,
Towson State College will hosT
conferance on Multi=Ethnic LitT-
arature in the United States.

For information write to Prof.
Evelyn Avery, English, Towson
State Coll=ae, Towson, Md. In-
cidentally it should be mentioned
t+hat a new socliety on Multi-EThnit
Lite~aturea In the U.5. came InTO
existence at tho recent MLA. Con
+act Prof. Katherine Newman,
English, West Chester Statc Colle

The MNeMLA, April 4-6, 1974, at
Penn State University, wlil in-
clude several panels on Arerican
Jewlsh Literature, Yiddish Lit-
arature, etc. For general info
on NEMLA contact Prof. Ern~zt
Hafer, Excc. Sec., NEMLA, Lriv.
of Mass., fmherst, Mass. O1002.

SEND MEWS. SEND NOTES. SCND BOOK REVIEWS OR ARTICLES. SEMD NOTICES OF MEETINGS,

TALKS, APPEARANCES, WORK IN PROGRESS.

STUDIES IN AMERICAN JEWISH LITERATURE
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June 26, 157L

Jr. Danle]l Jereny Silver

heasemic Adviscry Council

daticnal Founlation for Jewlsh Culture
122 Rast L2l Street

ow York, .Y, 17017

Jear Dr. Silver:

Dr. Willian Slicisman let =me examine his pmanuscrint
¢a the nhilanthronic iastitutions established by the Jews of Sastern
Surcpe, and ] was i-mressed by his research and his nresentation cf
the subject. When nublished, the work will certainly reflect credit
ca the 1ife and soirituality of those communities walch tragically
are no longer in existenca,

The cost of publication naturally exceeds anything he can
afford., He ca- barely pay the ccst of translating the nmanuscript
into 2nglish; it is now in Yiddish. Or. Glicksman tells ne that
he anplied tc the Fourdation for help in the publication; amd, if
the Foundation can extend suzh nelp, it will be performing a great
mitzvah. I an sure the nroject has your sympathy.

With thaaks fer your intarest,

Sincerely yours,

,_/_,Q_jz;,f,x

-
!
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BRANDEIS UMNIVERSITY
WALTHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 02154

PHILIP W. LOWN SCHOOL
OF NEAR EASTERN AND JUDAIC STUDIES
Graduate Center for Contemporary Jewish Studics
(617) 647-2641
July 19, 1974

"r. Harry Baron

national Foundation for Jewlsh Culture
122 East W2nd Street

Hew York, New York 10017

Dear Mr. Baron:

I am writing In order to soliclt your support for a
project which I belleve 18 important.

Thousands of Jewish students are currently enrolled
for courses of Jewish S5tudies at universities in this country. As
yet, we know very little as to the backpround ceuses end the [lu-
ture motivaticns that are respronslible for the declsion of these
students to study Hebrew, Ylddish and other Judalc courses., I
have begun to ilnvestlgete thls matter, NMeetlng with students
of the HNear Fastern and Judalec ZStudies Department of brandels,

heve developed a guestlonnalre deslgned to yleld Informatlion
on this matter, Hext fall, I will be able to adminlister this
questionnaire to a2ll students of the Brandels !lNear Castern and
Judale Studies Department and a2lso to students cf other forelpn
lanpuares (French, Spanish, Russlan and German) at Erandels to
et sore information 28 to the 1dentity ol students who choose
NCT to study liebrew. Next spring, I heve arrenged to acninister
the gquestionnaire tc Hehrew students a2t the fecllowlng univeraities:

Sy

Chio ltate Univeralty

UCLA

linnesote

Tenple University

Ccrrnell University

The University of Michlpan at Ann Arbcer
The University of VWisconsin

The University of Pennsylvania

I hope to receive a positive response from the University of Texas
&s well,




I'r. Harry Baron 2 July 10, 1974

If you are interested, I will be rlad to make a ferral
regquest Icr sumpert. I Judre ry needs to be fer £5,000.00 (Fesesrch
asst,, Computer ald etec.)

i 1lcok ferward to hearing frorm you.

Sincerely,

J{ﬁffhjﬁifﬁ?ﬂiiitﬁgﬁ.

—aul P. "Yachs
Asslstant Professor

oPW/dl
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New York, N.Y. 10017
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FHILIF BEMNETEN

2 ABRSOCIATE DIRDCTOM
Dear Earl: SHAMLES ZIBEELL

I have been cut of the city almost continuously since your letter
of June 24 arrived and I understand that you are still out of the country.
[ know that Sid Vincent has met with Harry Barron, and I have talked

with Sid following that discussion.

Our standard practice is to submit findings with regard to any
organization, to that organization before they are publicized. I took
it for granted that this would be done likewise in this instance.

As for the rest of the process, my understanding has been that
we will evolve that together after we review jointly Sid Vincent's

findings.
With warmest regards.
Cordially,

Philip Bernstein

P’B:md




NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE

122 EAST 42ND STREET . NEW YORE, M. Y. 10017 . 490-2280

July 15, 1974

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver

The Temple

University Clircle at Silver Park
Cleveland, Ohio 44106

Dear Dan:

Welcome back. I hope the trip was pleasant as well as rewarding. 1
am sure it was an eye-opener for the clergymen.

In the welter of mail that you have probably gone through by this time,
yvou may have seen a copy of Earl Morsge's letter to Phil Bernstein following
up the NFIC Executive Committee discussion, Today, we received Phil's
reply, a copy of which is enclosed. It was predictable.

A week before last, Sidney Vincent came in to meet with Isaac Toubin
and me preliminary to his drawing up plans for conducting the "Inventory" .
In the course of our conversation, Isaac reminded Sid that he had never
quite understood why Sid had urged him and me to voice our objections to
the proposed Institute for Jewish Life just prior to its creation; and that when
Isaac did in fact speak out he discoverad that Sid was firmly committed to
the creation of the Institute., I also mentioned to Sid that I had been baffled
by this. 8id blew up. I had never seen him behave the way he did. He
interpreted our remarks as impugning his integrity and sald that in the cir-
cumstances he could not think of taking on the assignment which Phil had
asked him to do.

Despite all our efforts to calm him down and resume the discussion, he
brusquely took his departure with the statement that he had a previously
scheduled appointment. That appointment was with Phil Bernstein, I sub-
sequently reached Sid by phone at his daughter's home. He was still smarting
from our earlier session. In response to my inguiry, he informed me that he
had told Phil about our earlier meeting and said that he could not take on the
assignment. Phil, he reported, tried to dissuade him, pointing out that this
would be most embarrassing to him since he had already made an announce-
ment about Sid's doing the Inventory at the CIJFWT's Quarterly Board Meeting
in L.A. After a lengthy meeting between the two of them, the matter was

COUNCIL OF JEWISH CULTURAL AGENCIES

Amertcan Academy for Jewih Besearch = American Jewish Congress » American Jewith Hislovical fociely = Leo Baeck Institute * Canadian Jewish Congress
Conference on Jewith Socal Stedies « Congres l'w I Culu.rrt Counecll of Jﬂh-h Fﬁﬂl:lﬂl lﬂl Wellure Funds » Dropsle Universily
Hiviadreh Ivrith of America » Jewish grm wizh Pubdicaiion Socie America * Jewish Reconsreciicnisn Foundatkon
elifare l-:ud 'rnhrﬂ Unlversity = YIVO I:mllm for
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Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver -2- July 15, 1974

left undecided and Sid was to give it some further thought, I have heard
nothing further from Sid.

i e 3 o 9 o o o o e e e e ok

On an entirely different matter, I am attaching a letter and its enclosure
from Daniel Walden of Penn State University asking for support to help bring
out a "modest journal devoted to American Jewish Studies, especially Ameri-
can Jewish Literature.” Before I undertake to reply to him, I'd like to get
your reactions. And while we are on the subject of journals, Charles Berlin
sent me a copy of his letter to you about getting together to discuss the
matter referred to in your note to Arnie Band. When you get a chance, please
sand me a copy of that letter so that we have a record of it here. When would
you like to set up the meeting with the AJS people in Cambridge ?

I hope you will be able to attend the next meeting of the Reassessment
Committee, August 3-4. Perhaps by that time you will have taken care of
most of your summer weddings. There is a bare chance of my stopping off at
Cleveland next week. I'm going to be in Columbus to go over with them
their new Gouncil for Jewish Culture., 8Sid Vincent menticned something about
the programs which Cleveland has undertaken stimulated by the Institute for
Jewish Life, and after I had told him I would like to get the details first hand,
he invited me (grudgingly?) to visit Cleveland and see for myself, So I may
just do that while I'm on the Columbus trip.

whkkhk bkt htrrddhhs

I'm enclosing some of the correspondence on Dr. William Glicksman's
book. You will note that I have written in your name since the communica-
tions were addressed to you,

Be well.

vhs
Encs.

P.85. We just received a letter from Saul P. Wachs, Assistant Professor in

the Philip W. Lown School at Brandeis, asking for support for a project which
involves a questionnaire to be submitted to Jewish students enrolled in courses
of Jewish Studies at various universities as to their motivations in enrolling

In such courses. Let's talk about this before I respond to Wach's letter,




NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE
122 gasT 42MD STREET . KEW YORK, N.¥. 10017 . 450-2280

July 16, 1974 i

Dr. William Glicksman
1315 North 75th Street
Philadelphia, Penna. 19151

Dear Dr. Glicksman:

Please excuse the delay in replying to your earlier
correspondence regarding possible assistance by the Founda-
tion in financing the publication of your book on the philan-
thropic institutions established by the Jews of Eastern Europe. |
I have just returned from abroad and this is the first opportu-
nity I have had to write you.

At a recent meeting of the Foundation's Executive
Committee it was decided that for the time being the Foundation
would not offer grants-in-aid for publications pending a
thorough review by a special Publications Committee on the
needs in this area. It is expected that the entire question
of Jewish scholarly publications will be explored and that
recommendations will be made as to future Foundation policies
and programs relating to this field,

In view of this action, we shall not be able to do
anything at this time about your manuscript. If there any change
in the situation I shall be glad to be in touch with you again,

Sincere /

Every good wish.

. Ierﬂmy Silver, Chairman
¥ A d&mic Advisory Council




NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE

122 BAST 42ND STREET . NEW YORK, N.¥, 10017 . 490-2280

July 16, 1974

Dr. Solomon Grayzel
Garden Court Apartments
47th and Pine Streets
Philadelphia, Penna, 19143

Dear Dr. Grayzel:

Thank you for your kind letter of June 26th on behalf of Dr, William
Glicksman.

I regret the delay in replying but I was out of the country when your
letter arrived and I have only now returned.

As I have just explained to Dr. Glicksman, the Foundation's Executive
Committee has discontinued for the time being our grants-in-aid program
and has instructed a special committee to explore the entire matter of
Jewish scholarly publications needs and programs and to submit recommenda-
NS o7 ulure avilvilies by the Foundaton in this area. If after the report
! of this committee there would seem to be some basis for reopening the matter

of Dr, Glickman's project, we shall be glad to do so.

Meanwhile, I might point out that the estimate which Dr. Glicksman
furnished us from a publisher to whom he had submitted his manuscript would
raise some question about the validity of the Foundation's becoming involved
in this venture. Apparently, Dr, Glicksman had suggested that 200 books be
printed for which the publisher submitted an estimate of $2,900, It is really
rather questionable for the Foundation to invest $15 per volume for a 160-page
book of this type whose distribution would be so limited. However, the larger
question referred to above will have a major role in determining the ultimate
decision as to what the Foundation will do as regards Dr, Glicksman's book.

Thank you again for your interest.

Sincerely,

-'--
- ﬂjﬁb

Daniel feremy Silver, Chairman

gb

, B
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July 18, 1974

Dr. Harry 1. Barron

Natlonal Foundation For Jewish Caltare
122 East 42nd Street

New York, N. Y. 10017

Dear Harry:
L. 1 think that Walden should be wished well and told

told that such a recommendation would have to come
from our Academic Advisory Committee which meets

In February of each year. I also think these people

should be put into contact with AJEHETHS crowd which,
as Jacobs has often told us, have begun to have prob-
lems with thelr quarterly. Perhaps there can be

some coordination of effort and funding.

Z. 1 talked with Charles Berlin and he is to get back
to me aboat a date.

It was good talking with you. Keep on top of the re-
assesament staff. There's dynamite there,

Sincerely,

Danlel Jeremy Silver




NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE

122 EAST 42ND STREET . HEW YORK, M.¥Y. 10017 . 490-2280

July 26, 1974

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver

The Temple

University Circle at Silver Rark
Cleveland, Ohio 44106

Dear Dan:

I am frankly mystified by your comments
regarding Daniel Walden's request for help on a
‘'modest journal devoted to American Jewish Studies,
especially American Jewish literature", I can't
see how bringing this to our Academic Advisory
Council would be of any help nor how the AJS could

be helpful to them. Do you have this confused with
something else ?

I didn't receive a response from you to my
postscript of July 15th regarding the inquiry from
Hofessor Saul P. Wachs. What is your opinion
about this?

Best regards.




NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE

131 pasT 416D STREET . HEW YORE, N, ¥. 10017 L A0 TR

July 32, 1974

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver

The Temple

University Circle at Silver Rark
Cleveland, Ohio 44106

Dear Dan:

The enclosed is the material which
Sid Vincent prepared for the compilation
of data on the educational and cultumal
institutions. I would appreciate your

reactions as far as the NFJC is concerned.

All the best,
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PROSPECTUS

For A Study of the Services Presently Rendered and Suggestions
For Extended Services in the Field of Jewish Education and Culture

The presidents and executives of the American Association for Jewish Education,

the In!tlitutu for Jewish Life, and the National Foundation for Jewish Culture, in
cooperation with their opposite numbers in the Council of Jewish Federations and
Welfare Funds, have authorized an informal study to provide aﬁ;uers to such ques-

tions as:

Dﬁ‘h fdﬁ 1. What are the needs of the American Jewish community in the field of

\d}ﬂ ? Jewish education and culture? whesw E’-&UE-:TWA — wlaa Euﬁuﬂt
'

ALY

2., To what extent and in what ways are the three named agencies contributing

to meeti he defined nuad--ﬂ‘! 2 | . ~
u%,) ; Who s defived awo

Whenre  AaFiaiTa ¢
3. What plans do they have for meeting unmet needs -- and what factors prevent

their achieving such goals?

4, How effective is the present relationship among the three agencies? Are

there ways in which that relationship can be made more effective?

5. Without undertaking an extensive study, what other main agencies or re-
sources are presently (or potentially) available to meet needs in this
£adt  Tlas AsTrcs: = Q8 —JEmieafiel = GECH LR
SCbepls =€ wepd —dle WA oy b o LS, Ly a'r...r Ol e - e
The present, limited study is not designed to make recommendations for improvement
of services in the educational-cultural field, but to supply the essential data

and insights that will facilitate possible further planning by the leadership of

the named organizations.

@ﬁh‘a St al= @k
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To secure such information, each organization will be requested to submit data on
its present structure and function, and plans and aspirations for the future. How-
ever, the overriding aim of the study is not simply to compile an inventory of what
is being accomplished by the agencies, but to gain an insight into how the communi-
ties of the country might most effectively be served, so that these agencies (and

'q-ussibly others in the field) and the community as a whole can upgrade its work in

— ——

| _ il s =
.]\]-‘L F thg__ﬂ.-ldr-:hll thesé agencies have as their central purpose enriching the quality ]

_-Q.b':-' ~ of Jewish 1life and helping to achieve Jewish continuity. Therefore, the data will
EE' .
o

compiled not on an agency by agency basis (though such materials will be available
in exhibits) but by age served, field of interest, and future potential, Lo ld 7ou
Ao el ko baesn ik doar /
The underlying assumption is that the Jewish communities of America are interested

in creating conditions where:

rfzf" ey Jewish family life, which is usually regarded as the single most potent factor
IWG_Q};; in achieving Jewish continuity, is interfused with Jewish meaning, values, and
£ tradition.
: '-'NH -- A variety of formal and informal Jewish educational options are available at
A . 311 ages and at all levels, both to promote Jewish literacy and to provide cre-
w"":ﬂ ative Jewish experiences. |
w"‘fn ﬂ::____ﬂ___ i %w e Jewvis\. P ) Fi:r.ﬂ:hh‘ .#_:.\_.y_c_(’
N7 -- Resources for interpreting Jewish life are provided -- through the arts

{;##f#fs (serving creators, interpreters and audiences), through publications (books,

newspapers, magazines) and the mass media in general, and through upgrading

‘{\.,.55['% the Jewish content of agencies and organizations.

Wuﬂu .,,Lrul'~’$=‘ T @R penteh-©
4 i
1:_-. v -- The "happenings" of Jewish life are preserved through imaginative archives

and record keeping, and ongoing research is encouraged to provide continuing

insights into and guidance about Jewish conditions and prospects.




-- Leadership, both lay and professional, is planned for, encouraged, and developed
in order to provide the teachers, scholars, administrators and communal leadership

requisite to accomplish all the foregoing.

Some areas of Jewish organizational life concerned with Jewish education and culture
are not included in the above definitions. Most important is the religious sector,

which has a crucial part to play in all the categories, but which does not fall within

the scope of the present, limited study.

A questionnaire will be devised seeking to elicit the facts and the views of the
three organizations (and possibly a few additional agencies whose work is relevant --

primarily the National Jewish Welfare Board) as to the defined subject areas.

The results will be collated and the aim will be to produce & document useful to
the three organizations and the CJFWF if they decide to explore further what steps

might be taken to serve the educational-cultural needs of the American Jewish commu-

nity more effectively.

eps
August 1, 1974
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QUESTIONNAIRE § GUIDE FOR AGENCY INTERVIEWS

1. A forma] statement of agency purpose, goal, or mandate would be helpful. If

this doesn't exist, how would you summarize agency objectives?

2., The most recent report of agency activity and function, and a chart of staff

organization, if available, would be useful.

3. More specifically as to function, what programs does your agency presently
conduct iﬁ each of the following areas centered on services to individuals?

What programs would you like to initiate, given adequate resources?

2. Jewish home and family life
b. Pre-school children

c. Elementary through Bar Mitzva
d. High school youth

e. University activities

f. Adult education

4. Overall services: What activities do you now carry on, or would you like

to initiate, given adequate resources, in the following areas:

a. Archives and record keeping
b. Scholarships

c. Publications

d. Promoting the arts

e¢. Programming for organizations

f. Camps and retreats

g. Programs of relationship with Israel .
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5, In addition to the items listed in Questions 3 and 4, what unmet needs are
there in the educational-cultural field that you believe should be provided,

not necessarily by your agency?

6. What is your estimate of the relationship presently existing among the
_:gen:in: active in the educational-cultural field? Do you have suggestions

as to how they can be strengthened?

7. To what extent have your services been utilized by communities? What plans

do you have for making your services more fully utilized by communities?

8. Personnel to direct and administer the national educational-cultural enter-
- prise is crucial. What activities have you undertaken -- or do you con-

template -- in this area?

9. General comments ... Please feel free to comment bruldlf on the issues

defined in the Prospectus.

eps
August 1, 1974
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Dr. Harry I. Barron

National Foandatlion For Jewish Caltare
122 East 4Znd Street

New York, N. Y. 10017

Dear Harry:

I think I would respond st ructurally rather than sabstantthely to S. V. 's
prospectus. It i off base and nothing useful can result if we accept its
st ructare,

l. The needs of the American Jewish community in "the fleld of Jewish
edocation and cuolture' are so far beyond the competence of these three
groaps as to make this broad statement of purpose laughable.

What edacation is Jewish?
Who is to be educated?
What is Jewish caltare?

How can one presume to deflne needs for a polity, "the American Jewish
community, " which to a large degree exists only In the mind of the Feder-
ations. The underlying assumption is that CJFWF ls competent to grap-
ple with this problem. This ils questionable. Certainly the limited ex-
penditures of human resource of the three agencles represents only a
fractlon of one percent of the persons and money spent in the field by
synagogues, centers, camps, defense agencies, research institutboga

ate, ete.

Since Sidaney is not suggesting a massive restudy of the whole fleld what
he has done is to burden three little agencies with a responsibility they
cannot possibly mest and a standard they cannot possibly match.
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The question that ought to be asked, given the broad picture, is what limited
role does the Foundation play? What limited andience does it serve? What
limited functions can it validly performm? We are a specializsed agency and
If we move beyond oar competence we will waste our energies and squander
our personnel. Before we engage in any substantive stady an initial recogni-
tion must be developed which accepts a specific role for us and moves from
that kind of exuberant rhetoric which Sidney likes so well - which embraces
everything and solves nothing - to those specific programs which can be ac-
complished.

Z, Did we in fact authorize this study for the purposes suggested? I thought
that we authorized the stady (Lf in fact we did so) to discover If and how we
could mesh certain specific functions. We did not agree to accept a respon-
sibility beyond that which we already have - to do so woald be suicidal. I
belisve that it was precisely to make recommendations for improvement of
services rather than to "provide insight to facilitate further planning" that

we authorized the study. We are not equipped to do the planning and certalnly
Phil and Sidney cannot do it working from the seat of thelir pants,

There is a certain chuzpah in all of thie. We are being inflated out of oar
niche by such sentences as "all these agencies have as thelr central purpose
enriching the quality of Jewish life and helping to establish Jewish continaity'-
& misbegotten truiem which leads directly to the predetermined conclusion
that the stady should not be carried out on an agency by agency basis bat "by
age served, field of interest and future potential. "' If the Federatione want
such a study let them involve all of the groups dealing with these areas. A
study based on three agencies will end up with describing three little in-

lands of service in a vast ocean of need and the islands will be swamped by
any wind which Sidney and Phil wish to blow ap,

Added to this is the fact that much of oar service to "Jewish identity" ie in-
direct. We do not judge scholarship by direct contribation to the quality of
Jawiesh life or a piece of music or a book on philosophy by ite direct contri-
bution to Jewish identity. To force the artistic and academic fields into
the kind of client and service accounting with which social workers delight
in is one of the great crimes of the so-called planning agencies and one
which we should not agree to,

1 do not think you should answer the questionnaire at all antil there is agree-
ment on 8 more acceptable prospectus and set of guldelines,

Sincerely,

Danisl Jeremy Silver

DJS:mp
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furcwine Sconefiry

e 14 August 1574
Armold ). Barnd Charles Berlin
University ot California Harvard Universily
Los Angeles Widerer Library M
Cembridpe, Massachusens 02138
bapr - Frindemld 61 =495 2985
Danicl ). Elazar
Temphie Lniversity
% ' -
S iamin Fo Rabbi Daniel J. Silver
Ohio State Liniversity Natiom 1 Foundation for Jewish Culture
William VY. Hallo 122 East L2nd Street
Yale University New York, New York 10717
Michaet A, Mever
Hebrew U~'cn College —
fewish Ire*i*=te of Religion Dear Rabbi Silver:
Frank Talmage
Universi*y =f Teronto Turther to our conversation of 1% August 1974, T am pleased
to submit herewith s project provosal of the Association
SRErwEeyTrmamse for Jewish Studles and request consideration for the award
Nahum M, Sarna of a grant in support of this project.

Brandeis Liniversity
As we indicated in our discussion, AJS has been awarded a grant

of $7.™M" (payable over three vears) by the Memorial Foundation
for Jewish Culture in partial support of this project. The
Association 13 thus in need of an additional §%,000 over

the stipulated three-year period, and is turning to the
National Foundation for Jewish Culture in the hope that 1t
will be sble to provide partial support of this project.

Sincerely yours,

£ # A

':'. l-;.r- ol ! {.. 1y, :.l'-.,,. l!.l..

Charles Berlin
Executlive sHecretary

Encl.: "Judaica for College Librariesz: A Gulde to tne
Development of Library Rescurces for Jewish Studies":

Project Proposal.
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Rabbi Silver - page 2

Mapagement functions will be assumed by the Association's Executive
Secretary aod his office. Needless to say, expenses 1n succeeding
years will be significantly larger due to increased Irequency of
publication and inflation.

Given the much lameanted lack of venicles for the publication of the

fruits of Jewish scholarship, especially acute in light of unprecedented high
levels of study and teaching in Jewish Studies in recent years, the
publication of such a periodical would be a significant contribution

to Jewish culture.

The Association herewith submits this proposal for your favorable
conslideration.

Sincerely yours, -

Charles Berlin
Executive Secretary

Eocl.: "AJS Periodical Publication in Jewlsh Studies = Froposed Budget."




AJS Pericdical Publication in Jewish Studies

Proposed budget - Tirst year

nses
Editor f!.mr:
Secretary 2Lion ( 15 hra/wk & $4 =
$2L0/mo x 10 =
3200 )
Printing 8000 { 1000 cop.; 350 pp.bk.)
Minc 1700
Total # 1L, 400
nCome
Sales § 3000 {': Libraries;
200 cop. ® pl5 =§3,000
less distributor's 50% = §1,500
Individuals (AJS members)i
300 cop. (B F6 -#l,ab"t
less distrib. cost of "50 = p1¢5ﬂﬂq)
Dues 1400
Total A L,k00
Neficit $ 10,000




NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE

122 EAST 42MD STREET . NEW YORE, N.¥. 10017 . 490-2280

August 15, 1974

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver

The Temple

University Circle at Silver Park
Cleveland, Ohio 44106

Dear Dan:

I thought our sessions with the AJS people in Cambridge went off
rather well and we shall see what they come up with in their written re-
quest.

Our subsequent discussions were also helpful. In partial follow-up,
I am enclosing our current roster of the Academic Advisory Council, indicating
the year of appointment for each of the men. As you will see, four of the
men have served continuously since 1967 (Hyman, Silberman, Sklare and
Twersky) and two have been on since 1968 (Neusner and Rivkin). I enclose a
list of some names of people who might be considered as replacements. No
doubt you will have some other suggestions. In addition, we should give
some thought to some people in the peripheral areas, such as Music, Poetry,
Drama, etc.

May I remind you about sending in a squib on your forthcoming book
which we can use in our next issue of the Reporter.

It was real good to spend some time with you. Many thanks for your
help. Enjoy what remains of the summer

Executive Director
vhs
Enc.

P.S. -- I'm also enclosing here the brief introductory materials on Scholar-
ghip and Research which served as a springboard for the discussions of the
recent meeting of our Reassessment Committee. I would welcome your think-
ing as to what ways you see the Academic Advisory Council expanding its
activities in these areas.

COUNCIL OF JEWISH CULTURAL AGENCIES
o flwmﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂ O awiuh Fodassioot Shd Wattare Funds + Drosate Univeruty

{ Re-conurudtionis
Hﬂﬂ'ﬂhlﬁﬂhﬂhmil . mmi ratah Fousidation
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NATKYNAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURL
ACADEMIC ADVISORY COUNCIL

1974 - 1975
Dr. Arnold Tend (473 Dr. Prich Kosenthal 1%
Dept. of Modern Hebrew Lilerature Depl. ot dociology
University of California, Los Angeles Queens College
Dr. Salo W, Baron (Honorary) : Dr. Nahum M. Sarna, 4.'::'.’1.:'!":t’rn.Elnf“f-:"“'3
Professor Emeritus, Jewish History, Dept. of Near Eastern
Literature & Institutions and Judaic: Studies
Columbia University Brandeis University
Dr. Emil L. Fackenheim 1974 Dr. David Sidorsky 1472
Lept. of Fhilosophy Dept. of l'hilosophy
University of Toronto Columbia University
Dr. William W. Hallo 1474 v Dr. Lou H. Silberman 14£7]
Dept. of Assyriology Dept. of Religious Studies
Yale University Vanderbilt University
Dr. Ben Halpern ’??‘1‘ Dr. Marshall Sklare r?l!-'?
Dept. of Near Eastern Dept. of Near Eastern
and Judaic Studies and Judaic Sl:u_dies
Brandeis University Brandeis University
/Dr. Arthur Hyman ‘767 «Dr. Isadore Twersky :ﬂéﬂ'
Dept, of Philosophy Dept. o Near Fastern
Yeshiva University Lancuages and Civilizations
Harvard University
v"Dr. Jacob Neusner /¢ _
Dept, of Religious Studies Dr. Harry A. Wolfson (Henorary)
Brown University Professor Emeritus,
Hebrew Literature and Philosophy
v Dr. Ellis Rivkin 196€ Harvard University
Dept. of History
Hebrew Union College - Dr. Sclomon Zeitlin (Honorary)
Jewish Institute of Relgiion Prc:fe-ﬁlsi;&:' Rabbinic Law
anc Lore

Dropsie University

Dr. Daniel Jeremy Silver, Cnairman
Dr. Harry I. Barron, Secre:zarv
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OME SU MES R ACADEM ISORY COUNCIL
ROBERT ALTER MERVIN VERBIT
Professor of Comparative Literature Professor of Sociology
University of California, Berkeley Brooklyn
ALEXANDER ALTMANN MARVIN FOX
Professor of Jewish Philosophy Professor of Philosophy
Brandeis Brandeis
CHARLES ANGOFF IRVING GREENBERG
Professor Emeritus of English Chaiman, Department of Jewish Studies
Fairleigh Dickinson City College
JOSEFH BLAU LEONARD FEIN
Professor of Religion Professor of Near Eastermn Studies
Columbia Brandelis
ROBERT CHAZAN YOSEF YERUSHALMI
Professor of Jewish History Professor of Jewish History
Ohio State Harvard
MARVIN HERZOG MICHAEL MEYER
Professor of Yiddish Languages Associate Professor of Jewish History
and Culture HUC-Cincinnati
Columbia
YOCHANAN MUFFS
ABRAHAM G, DUEKER Seminary Professor of Bible
Chairman, Department of Jewish Theological Seminary
Jewish Studies
Brooklyn

BEN-ZION NETANYAHU
Professor of Hebrew Language and

DANIEL ELAZAR Literature
Professor of Political Science Cornell
Temple
f%}_x, Fa: |9 ¥
DAVID NEIMAN
JOSHUA FISHMAN Professor of Theology
Vice=President for Academlic Boston College
Affairs

Yeshiva
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SCHOLARSHIP

The NFJC has from the beginning had a keen interest in the activities
of Jewish scholarship. There is no way of assessing how deep the impact
of the NFJC efforts, particularly through the grants program, has been on
the development of the Jewish Studies programs, which is such a remarkable
development on the American scene, except to know that it has been sig-
nificant. In addition to its grants program, it has served as a major source
of information in the establishment of chairs of Jewish Studies, and played
a vital role in the creation of the Association for Jewish Studies, which has
now carved for itself a leadership position in its area of competence. But
there is strong awareness that much of what is happening is not neces sarily
in response to what the real needs are. What is a Jewish Studies program?
Should there be an effort to avoid the spread of small, weak programs, and
conversely, to stimulate the growth of large and stronger programs? Should
there be planning in regard to professional standards, curricula, texts, de-
grees? Should certain areas of scholarship be stimulated to meet needs that
would not otherwise be met? In terms of the Reassessment Committee, the
question that needs to be answered is the degree of responsibility of the NFJC.
Are we one among a number of agencies interested in this jeld? Do we have
special responsibility for planning and coordination?

As with other functional areas, tha NFJC has conducted discussions
with other interested organizations regarding developments and problems
in this area. However, these have been on an ad hoc basis, and the prob=-
lems are not yet being addressed. There is a variety of interests concerned

with this field, including university administration, faculty, students,

financial supporters (including federations) and the general community which
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is in need of some of the results of creative scholarship., Can we play an
effective leadership role and is it our responsibility to do so? As with other

functional efforts, activism in this area demands the time of both staff

and laymen.
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RESEARCH

The area of research is similar to that of publications in that a great
deal is taking place, but without any sense of priorities, and a great deal
of what might need to be done is not being performed. The obvious centers
for research work are in the universities, but there are also a number of
organizations which are sponsoring and conducting research. In general,
the work that takes place in the universities is determined by the scholar's
individual interests without too much regard for what might be the priority
needs of the community, if these could be defined. The organizations in-
volved in sponsoring or conducting research usually have a purpose for the
activity related to their function, such as the defense agencies' work on
prejudice. Others, particularly agencies affiliated with the JCA, such as
the American Academy for Jewish Research, Conference on Jewish Social
Studies, etc,, have a strong interest in research per se.

There is at present no central planning for what is going on in research
nor any to see that activity that might be of particular importance to the Jew-
ish community is being done. The community is probably in great need of
data regarding the demography, economic status, educational accomplish=-
ments, religious and communal affiliations, of Jews in America, but no-ona
has defined this need or assumed responsibility to see that it be met,

Does the NFJC have a role in seeing that what needs to get done will
indeed happen? Does it have a responsibility to try to bring some order of
priorities into this field? To accomplish these goals, a formal structure

with representation from many groups and individuals might need to be

created. Assuming that it is the NFJC's role to assist in creating and per-
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haps staffing this new instrument, there are further implications that would
need to be assessed. If major research projects would be recommended,

what is the role of the NFJC in seeing that they receive the necessary

financial support? What are the implications for the NFJC's own administra-

tive budget?
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14 August 197 Charles Barlin

Harvard Unesvorsily

Widencr Library M

Combridge, Massachuselix Ua
617-495.2985

gabhi Naniel J. "ilver

yational Foundation for Jewish Culture
122 Fast ?nd Street

wew vYork, New York 1717

“ear Rabbl Silver:

Further to the meeting of Arnold Band and myself with you
and Harry Barron on 13 August 197k, we are pleased to submit

nerewith formal application to the National Foundation for
Jewish Culture for a grant of § 10,000 per annum for a period oy
of five years in support of the Association's publication of & pericaics

devoted to Jewish Studies.

The Association for Jewish Studies proposes to issue, hfginninﬂ in
1975, a periodical publication devoted to all urens_nf Jewish
Studies, including:Biblical Studies; Rabbinics; Jewish Literature
and Philology, Jewish Thought, and Jewish History,= of all periods.

Following a policy of building on strength, tne Association plans
to begin publication with a periodical appearing initially once

a year and = as circumstances warrant and resources permit -

to increase frequency of appearance to three or four times a
year. Thus, it is hoped that what will initially sppear as ="
apnual will evolve into a quarterly.

The Association hopes thet within a five-year | ;iﬂd it will he
able to develop a circulation that will enable the journal to

be self-supporting to a certain degree. Since }he cvervhelming
majority of seholars and students in Jewlsn gtudiies in the
United States are members of AJS, it is not an unreasonable goal.
In addition, the Association will have 1o develop supplementary

sources of support to the extent negded,

1 the first year
Appended to this letter is a proposed budget for

of publication. It should be noted that, in addition to direct
support from AJS dues end sales incoms, tne Assoriation is
absorbing the *otel cost of the gervices of a macaping editor.
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Project Proposal:

Judnica for College libraries; a guide to the development of library
resources for Jewish Studies.

1. The proliferation of Jewish Studies programs at colleges and universityes
in the United States and elsewnere in recent years is & welcooe and
encouraging phenomenon. Zssential to the success of these programs is

the developzent of adeguete Judaica library resources. It is irmerative
thet colleges and universities be assisted in developing such library

resources in Jewish Studies.

2. Unfortunately there does not exist for Jewish Studies a standard,
authoritative bibliogranhy which can be used by institutions as a guide Ior
the develoorent of livrary resources, as is the case in other areas of
study (e.z., Voight and Treyz, Scoxks for college liorariesj American
Historieal Association, Guide_to historical liternture; winchell, Guide

to Refercnce Eookg).

%. The Association for Jewish Studies proposes to prevare a classified,
ennotated and graded bihlicgreshic puide listing Judaienin various languafes.
The guide will be prepared ty & team of scholars representing the various
disciplines in Jewish Studies, assisted by & group of research assistaonts.

The project director and head of the editorial board will be
Dr. Cherles Berlin, Lee M, Friedman Eiblicgrapher iz Judsica and Head
of the Hebrew Departzent at the Harvard University Library.

As an indication of its supvort of this project, the Harvard
Library has egreed to provide quarters at no cost for the project in the
Library's Hebrew Department and to permit the project's staff to utilize
the Harverd Library's irmense Judsica Collection as its blbliographic
base of operations.

When published, the bibliogrephy will serve as a gulde to colleges
and universities in the develooment of Library resources to support
programs in Jewish Studies either already in existence or in the planning
stage.

k., Fropoesed project budget:

1. Planning stage (Year I)

A. Editor $1500
B. Assistant Editor 1500
C. Editorial Eoard

1. Bivle Editor 600

2. Rabbinics Editor 600
3. History & Social Seiences Ed. &00
k, Literature % Fhilology Zditor 000
5. Philosophy & Religion Editor 600




I. Flanning stage (Year I) - continued

D. Secretarial Assistant $2000

E. Travel, 3 meetings 2500

F. Books & Supplies 200

G. Telephone 100

H. Copying services 100

Total, Stage I 11,000

II. Regearch and Preparation (Years II-III)

A. Editor $2,000
B. Assistant Zditor 2,000
C. Editorizl Eoard
1. Bible Editor _ $1200
Research Assistants 3(a' 600 $1800
2. Rabbinies Ediseor ) 1200
Research Assistants.?a 000 1800
%, History and Social Sciences Ed. 1200
Research Assistants,o a =00 1600
k. Literature & Fhilologzy Editor 1200
Research Assistants 4 :a 300 2400
5. Philogosphy & Religion Editor 1200
Research Assistants 5 (a. 000 3000
Total, Editorial Board 18,600
D. Secretarial Assistant 6,000
E. Travel, Editorial Board; 5 meetings 2,500
F. Books and Supplies LOO
G. Telephone 200
H. Copying Services ] 300
Total, Stage II 22,000
GRAND TOTAL, YEARS I-III $3,000

5. Upon completion of the project, the Association will publicsh the guide.
There have been indications of interest by various publishers, commercial
and non-comercial, in co-sponsoring publication. The possibility of editions

in other langusses will be considered at that time.,

6., The Association for Jewish Studies is herewith formally recuesting a
grant for the planning and preparation of a bibllographic guile to the
development of library resources in support of Jewish Studies prograas.




NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE

122 EAST 42MD STREET . NEW YORK, N.¥. 10017 - 490-2280

August 1%, 1974

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver

The Temple

University Circle at Silver Park
Cleveland, Chio 44106

Dear Rabbi Silver:

As you probably know, Dr. Barron is out of the city
this week. However, he has asked me to forward to you the
enclosed copies of correspondence with the Association for
Jewish Studies.

He will talk to you about this when he returns to the
office.

Kind regards.

Sincerely,

Doris B. Sattenstein
Office Manager




NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE

122 EAST 42ND STRELT " NEW YORK, N.Y. 10017 . 490-2280

August 27, 1974

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver

The Temple

University Circle at Silver Park
cleveland, OH 44106

Dear Dan:
The enclosed check is as per your statement of expenses

for the trip to Boston.

I am awaiting your reactions to the letters from Charles
Berlin.

As soon as I get a chance I'll fill you in on the latest
meeting of the Board of the Institute for Jewish Life and
related developments.

Warm regards.

Executive Director




August 30, 1974

Dr. Harry Barron

National Foundation for Jewish Cualtore
122 E, 42nd St.

New York, N, Y. 10017

Dear Harry:
Let me discuss with you in this letter several matters.

We should drop from our list the four men who have served
consecutively since 1967, If thie is agreesable I will write
them the appropriate note of thanks. I would suggest as
successors Daniel Flezar to substitute for Sklare; Yera-
shalml to substitate for Twersky; Bernard Martin to sub-
stitute for Hyman and Michael Myers to substitate for
Silberman. This would keep our geographic and car
academic balance.

On the Charles Berlin submission: there is no indicatlon
that the periodical would include social thought and demo-
graphy - are Sklare et al cut? I would prefer that there be
an indication that a serioas attempt will be made by the
Asascclation to promote distribution of this Annual-Quarterly
as broadly as possible. Since an editor's salary is lncladed
there ought to be some justification that similar scholarly
pablishlng projects do ln fact pay thelr scholar-editor,
Certainly that question will be asked at our meeting.

I trust C. B, will make these minor adjusiments, If sol
find the application acceptable and would be happy Lo submit
At our next Board meeting.

As always,

Danlel Jeremy Silver

DIS:mp
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122 EAST 428D STREET . NEW YORK, M.¥. 10017 . 4902280

Septamber 6, 1974

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver

The Temple

University Circle at Silver Park
Cleveland, Ohio 44106

Dear Dan:

By this time you may have received your own copy of the
FProgram for the AJS Sixth Amual Conference at Harvard on
October 27th and 28th, but on the chance that you have not yet
gotten yours, I am sending along a photocopy.

I am altogether in agreement with your ideas about the
changes to be made in members of our Academic Advisory Council.
If you intend to write to the people (both those who are going
off and those to be invited to come on) I would appreciate your
sending us carbon copies for our files. For the new people, I

would like to suggest that you indicate that in addition to
their work in connection with the applications for grants you

also allude to the possibility of their being of help to us in
other aspects related to the whole field of Jewish scholarship

and Jewish Studies in which the Foundation is inwvolwed.

T concur with your observations regarding the AJS's requests
for new projects. Do you want to write to Charles Berlin on
this or do you want me to handle it?

Warm regards.
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: Session 11, Section B: (cont’d)
Some Methodological Problems and Aids
» + to Research in East European Jewry
v Lucian Dobroszycki
? YIVO Institute for Jewsh Rescarch

Luncheon

. President's Address
Arnold J, Band

2ot
M.

: University of California, Los Angeles
) Busmess Meeting
b A

M. Session IIl, Section A: Achievements
and Horzons in Qumran Studies

Chairman: Baruch A. Levine
New York University

Scriptural Exegesis and the Qumran Legal
Tradition
Lawrence Schiffman
New York University

Elemenits of Continuity and Innovation in the
Letters and Documents of the Bar K osiba
Period

Yonas Greenfield
fHebrew University
Visiting Frofessor, Brandeis University

The Present State of Qumran Studies and the
Hible
Frank M. Cross
Harvard Universiry

2:00 PM. Session I, Section B: The Knowledge of
God in Modern Jewish Philosophy

Chairmman: Mawvin Fox

firandeis University

God ax ldea and Existence in the Thought of
Hermann Cohen
Amos Funkensiein
University of California, Los Angeles

Franz Rosenzweig's Knowledge of God Through
History
Gershon Greenberg
American University

Revelation and Dialogue in the Thought of
Martin Buber .
Steven Katz
Darimourh College

The Awareness of God in the Thought of Abraham
Joshua Heschel: A Methodological Investigation

Fritz Hothschild
Jewish Theological Seminary of America
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ASSOCIATION FOR JEWISH STUIMES i

AJS

SIXTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Harvard University
Cambridge, Massachusetts

October 27-28, 1974



Al sesvions will be held ar vhe Harvard Faculty Club, 20 Quincy Streel,
Cambridge, Magsachurelis.

e e e
Sunday, October 27, 1974

10:00 AM,

12:30 P M,

200 P M.

2:00 PM.

Registration; Coffee
Meeting of AJS Board of Directors
Luncheon

The Luminous and the Dark Mirror:
Transformations of a Theological Concept
Alexander Altmann
Brandeis University

Session 1, Section A: The Impact of the
State of Israel on Jewish Thought

Chairman: Leonard ). Fein
Brandeis Universiry

Galut and Redemption
Eli#zer Berkovits

Hebrew Theological College

Driasporism and Lerselo-Centrism
Avraham Avihai
Hebrew University

The Holocaust and the State of Israel:
Their Relation
Emil Fackenheim
University of Toronto

Session I, Section B: New Idioms in
Israeli Literature (in Hebrew)

Chairman: Amold J, Band
University of California, Los A ngeles

The Poetic Idiom of Yehudah Amichai
Robert Alter
University of California, Berkeley

Stylistic Devices in the Works of
Amalis Kahans—Carmon
Warren Bargad
Hebrew Union College, Cincinnati

2:00 PM. Sessionl, Section B: (cont'd)

The Poetry of Consclousness «f Natan Zach
Amold J. Band

5:00 PM. Practica

I:Archival Research in Judaica:
Resources and Problems

Chairman: Nathan M. Kagancff
American Jewish Iistorical Society

Discussant: Zosa Szajkowski
YIVO Institute for Jewish Ressareh

Response: Stanley F. Chyet

American Jewish Archives

Il: The Shifting Roles of the Rabbi
and the Jewish Scholar

Chairman: Ruth R, Wisse
MeGill University

Discussants: Arthur Green

University of Pennsylvania
MNorman Lamm

Yeshiva University

6:30 P.M. Sherry
7:00 PM. Banquet

Tribute to Professor Shalom Spiegel
Judah Goldin

University of Pennsylvania

Response
Shalom Spiegel

Jewish Theological Seminary of America

Monday, October 28, 1974

9:30 AM. Session 1, Section A: Literary Cri
of the Bible: the Comparative

Chairman: Willlam W, Hallo . .
Yale University L

Letters, Prayers and LetterPrayets
William W. Hallo

“

Mesopotamian Epics as Models for
Literary Criticizm
Jeffrey H. Tigay
University of Penngylvania

The Tukulti-Ninurta Epic and Some C
tions on lsrselite Epic and Covenand

Peter Machinist

Case Western Reserve Untversity

i

Uaritic Ritual Texts and Literature of
Biblical Cult &
Baruch A. Levine ;

New York University

9:30 AM. Session II, Section B: Tensions
Adjustments in East European J
Identity During the Last Decades ¢
the Tsarist Regime

Chairman: Robert M. Selizer .
Hunter Collegpe

Simon Dubnow’s Diaspora Nationalism
as 3 Response to the Modernization
of Russian Jewry

Robert M. Seltzer

Russian-Jewish Manners and Morals s
Reflected in Certain Late Nineteenth
Century Hebrew Novels

William Cutter
Hebrew Union College, Loz Amy

Socalist Responses to the Problem of
Jewish Identity
Zvi Gitelman
Univertity of Michigan




NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE

122 EAST 42MD STREET . NEW YORK, N.Y,. 100]7 . 490-2 280

september 9, 1974

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver

The Temple

University Circle at Silver Rark
Cleveland, Ohio 44106

Dear Dan:

Bernie Olshansky recently advised us that the
Combined Jewish Pilanthropies of Boston had approved
an increased allocation to the Joint Cultural Appeal of
522,000 -- 55,000 more than was allocated in 1973.

He particularly asked that I let you know about this since
they had much guilt about the disheartening experience
when you appeared before the Boston Board last year, and
they were eager to make amends.

So, while you couldn*t squeeze blood out of a
turnip last year, your efforis were not forgotten.

\ Cordial

l‘r}|:;l I. Barron
Exe::u\{ﬂ_.rf Director




September 12, 1974

Mr. Bernard Olshansky
Combined Jewish Philanthropies of

Greater Boston, lnec.
72 Franklin Street

Boston, Mass, 02110
Dear Bernie:

Harry tells me that Boston has just increased its JCA
allocation thatl that you wanted me to know that my trip
was not in vain, I always enjoy being with you and what -
ever we do is for our commaunities and dohslone with
the hope of any immediate advantage, but in a cooper-
ative way. 1 am delighted with Boston's action and 1

am gra:eful to you. Happy New Year.

Sinceraly,

Danlel Jeremy Sliver




September 12, 1974

Dr, Harry I. Barron

National Foundation For Jewish Culture

122 East 42nd Stree:

New York, N. Y. 10017

Dear Harry:

The enclosed copies are self-explanatory.

1 think it would be best if you would talk to Charles Berlin
privately and direc:ly over (he content of my lettar. Theara
is no use in making any official correspondence.

Happy New Year.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




September 12, 1974

Dr. Yosef Yerushalmi
Professor of Jewish History
Harvard Universi:y
Cambridge, Mass,

Dear Yosef:

The Academle Advisory Committee of the National Foundation For
Jewish Culture reviews all applications for scholarship ald, pre-
docloral candidates and special requesis which come to the Foun-
datlon from various institutions, publishing houses ete, In the
pas’ we have been able to award annually some eight to ten fel-
lowships in Jewish Studies, and this year we will begin a program
of providing summer s lpends for Ph. D. candidatea preparing for
.he comprehensive examination. Members of cur Academic Ad-
visory Council are turned .o for advice and help whenever Foun-
datlon work .ouches the area of scholarship.

On behalf of Earl Morse, the Presiden: of the Founda.ion, and

as Chalrman of the Academic Advisory Committee I am pleased
‘0 lnvite you to join in our work as a member of cur commi:tee.
We meet once & year in New York to review scholarship appli-
catlons, and irregularly if and when there is reason to do so,

The Academic Advisory Councll is composed of senlor academics
who represent all the disciplines encompassed by the term Jewish
Studies. I hope you will be willing to joln in this work. May I
hear from you,.

With all good wishes for the New Year I remain

Sincerely,

Danlel Jeremy Silver




September 12, 1974

Dr. Bernard Martin

Department of Religion
Case-Western Reserve University
Cleveland, Ohlo 44106

Dear Bernle:

The Academic Advisory Committee of the National Foundation For
Jewish Culture reviews all applications for scholarshlp ald, pre-
doctoral candidates and special reques:s which come to the Foun-
dation from various lnstitutions, publishing houses etc. In the
past we have been able to award annually some eight to Len fel-
lowshipe in Jewish Studies, and this year we will begln a program
of providing sammer stipende for Ph., D. candidates preparing for
the comprehensive examination. Members of our Academlic Ad-
visory Councll are turned to for advice and help whenever Foun-
datlon work touches the area of acholarship,

On behalf of Earl Morse, the President of the Foundation, and

as Chalrman of ‘he Academic Advisory Committee I am pleased
to lavite you to joln in our work as a member of our commiitee,
We meet once a year in New York to review scholarship appll-
catlons, and irregularly if and when there is reason to do so.

The Academle Advisory Council ls composed of senlor academics
who represent all the disciplines encompassed by the ‘erm Jewish
Studies, I hope you will be willing to joln in this work. May I
hear from you.

With all good wishes for the New Year I remain

Sincerely,

Danlel Jeremy Silver




September 12, 1974

Dr, Danilel J, Elazar
Temple University
Department of Soclology
Philadelphlia, Pa. 19122

Deaar Danlel:

The Academlic Advisory Committee of the National Foundation For
Jewish Culture reviews all applications for scholarship ald, pre-
doc'oral candidates and special requests which come to the Foun-
datlon from various institutions, puablishing houses ete. In the
past we have been able to award annually some eight to ten fel-
lowships in Jewleh Stadies, and thies year we will begin a program
of providing summer stipende for Ph. D. candidates preparing for
the comprehensive examination, Members of our Academic Ad-
visory Council are turned (o for advice and help whenever Foun-
dation work touches the area of scholarship.

On behalf of Earl Morse, the President of .he Foundation, and
as Chairman of the Academic Advisory Committee I am pleased
to invite you to join in our work as a member of our committee,
We meet once a year in New York to review scholarship appll-

catlons, and irregularly if and when there is reason to do so,
The Academlec Advisory Councll s composed of senior academics

who represent all the disciplines encompassed by the term Jewish
Stadies. I hope you will be willing to join in this work. May 1l
hear from you.

With all good wishes for the New Year I remaln

Sincerely,

Danlel Jeremy Sliver




September 12, 1974

@r, Marshall Sklare

Professor of Soclology
Warzweller School of Social Work
Yeshiva University

55 Fifth Ave,

New York, N. Y. 10003

Dear Marshall:

It has been my privilege to serve with you on the Academlic-Ad-
visory Council for the past seven years. We have done a great
deal In that time., Over $350, 000 has been sent out to develop
young scholars and mature scholarship and we have refined our
procedures - a process which still goes on,

It s important from time to time for every group to rotate its
Board and retire with gratitude and thanks its most devoted mem-
bers. That time has come. Officlally on behalf of the Foundation
and its President, Earl Morse, I want to thank you for your time
and your participation and, personally, may I say how much 1
cherlsh yoaur friendehlp and help. Rest assured that I will con-
tinoe to do all that I can to see that a significant portlon of
Foundation monles are put to the purpose we value,

I would be grateful for any thoughts that you may have towards
iIncreasing the effectiveness of our work.

Happy New Year from house to house,

As always,

Daniel Jeremy Sllver




September 12, 1974

Dr, Arthur Hyman
Professor of Phllosophy
Yeshiva University
186th and Amesterdam
New York, N. Y. 10033

Dear Arthar:

It has been my privilege to serve with you on the Academic Ad-
visory Councll for the past seven years. We have done a great
deal in that time, Over $350, 000 has been sent out to develop
young scholars and mature scholarship and we have reflned our
procedures - a process which still goes on,

It is important from time to time for every group to rotate its
Board and retire with gratitude and thanks its most devoted mem-
bers, That time has come. Officlally on behalf of the Foundation
and its President, Earl Morse, I want to thank you for your time
and your participation and, personally, may I say how much I
cherish your friendship and help. Rest assured that I will con-
tinue to do all that [ can to see that a significant portion of
Foundation monles are put to the purpose we value,

I would be grateful for any thoughts that you may have towards
ilncreasing the effectiveness of our work,

Happy New Year from house to house.

As always,

Danlel Jeremy Sliver




September 12, 1974

Dr. Lou H. Sllberman

Hillel Professor of Jewish Literature
and Thought

Vanderbilt University

The Divinity Quadrangle

Nashville, Tenn, 37203

Dear Lou:

It has been my privilege to serve with you on the Academic Ad-
visory Council for the past seven years, We have done a great
deal In that time. Ower $350, 000 has been sent out to develop
young scholars and mature scholarship and we have refined our
procedares - a process which still goes on.

It is important from time to time for every group to rotate its
Board and retire with gratitude and thanks its most devoted mem-
bers. That time has come. Officlally on behalf of the Foundation
and its President, Earl Morse, [ want to thank you for your time
and your participation and, personally, may 1 say how much 1
cherish your friendship and help, Rest assured that I will con-
tinone to do all that 1 can to see that a significant portlon of
Foundation monles are put to the purpose we valuoe.

I would be grateful for any thoughts that you may have towards
ingcreasing the effectivensss of our work,

Happy New Year from house to house,

As always,

Daniel Jeremy Sllver




September 12, 1974

Dr, lsadore Twershky
Professor of Haebrew Literature

and Philosophy
Harvard University

Cambridge, Mass. 01432
Dear laadore:

It has been my privilege to serve with you on the Academic Ad-
visory Couoncil for the past seven years. We have done a great
deal in that time. Owver $350, 000 has been sent out to develop
young scholars and mature scholarship and we have refined our
procedares - a process which still goes on,

It is important from time to time for every group to rotate its
Board and retire with gratitude and thanks ite most devoted mem-
bers, That time has come, Officially on behalf of the Foundation
and its President, Earl Morse, I want to thank you for your time

and your participation and, personally, may I say how much I
cherish your friendship and help. Rest assuared that [ will con-
tinue to do all that I can to see that a significant portion of
Foundation monies are put to the parpose we value,

I would be grateful for any thoughts that you may have towards
increasing the effectiveness of our work.

Happy New Year from house to house,

As always,

Daniel Jeremy Silver

DJS:mp




September 12, 1974

Dr. Michael Meyer
Professor of Jewish History
Hebrew Union College

Clifton Avenue
Cinclnnatl, Ohio

Dear Michael:

The Academic Advisory Committee of the Natlonal Foundation For
Jewlsh Culture reviews all applications for scholarship ald, pre-
doctoral candidates and special requests which come to the Foun-
datlon from varlious institutlons, publishing houses ete, In the
past we have been able to award annaally some elght to ten fel-
lowships in Jewish Stuadles, and this year we willl begin a program

of providing summer stipends for Ph, D. candidates preparing for
the comprehensive examination. Membere of our Academic Ad-
visory Council are turned to for advice and help whenever Foun-
datlon work ‘ouches the area of scholarship.

On behalf of Earl Morse, the Presldent of the Foundation, and

as Chalrman of the Academic Advisory Committee I am pleased
to lnvite you to joln in our work as a member of our commi tee,
We meet once a year in New York to review scholarship appli-
catlions, and irregularly If and when there ls reason to do so.

The Academic Advisory Councll il composed of senlor academlics
who represent all the dlsclplines encompassed by the term Jewlsh
Studles. I hope you will be willing to join in this work. May I

hear from you,
With all good wishes for the New Year I remain

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Sliver




EASTERN CONNECTICUT STATE CoLLEGE FOUNDATION, INC,
PosT OFFICE Box 431, WILLIMANTIC, CONMNECTICUT 06226

BoARD OF DIRECTORS:

J4. Eugent Smith, Chairman
Lucy B. Crosbie. Vice-Chairman
Harold C. Gorman, T reasarer
Jerome A, Rosen, Secretary

Svnan A, Andenson

Mormon Glaser, M.D,
Kiy Hoan

Eugene Mittelman

Bernice C. Niejadlik
Richard P. Rita December 19, 1974

Charles B. Webh, Jir.
John A. Wrana

Daniel Jeremy Silver

The Temple

University Circle at Silver Park
Cleveland, Ohio 44106

Dear Dr. Silver:

Thank you for your letter of December 11th., Your consideration of Dr.
Levine's pending publication of The Book of the Seeker by Shem Tob

F alagquera is greatly appreciated. Thank you for forwarding my letter
to the National Foundation for Jewish Culture - that will be of real

valua | am sure.

We shall continue the search as you suggest. Several concerned people
have made gifts of $100 or $50 towards the fruition of the project. As
these accumulate, we may be able to proceed with Yeshiva University Press.
I'11 try to let you know the outcome and send you a copy of the book

when it Is available.

With every good wish for a most pleasant holiday season.

Sincerely,
f -jgiﬁﬁnihﬂ \\’”“H4L‘h—r

J.“"Parker Huber
Executive Director

Jphz jm




NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE

122 past A2ND STRLET . NEW yORK, M. Y, [00]7 " 490-2280

Dfce of the Prevident

April 15, 1975

MEMORANDUM

TO: Members of the Executive Committee

FROM: Earl Morse

The Academic Advisory Council of fourteen members under
the Chairmanship of Daniel J. Silver, has completed its review of
the applications for grants for the academic year 1975-76. After
a two-day session of thorough screening and evaluation, the
Council has recommended awarding fourteen dissertation grants
and ten summer stipends, (List enclosed), This latter type of grant
is being offered for the first time this year and is intended to enable
doctoral students to devote themselves in concentrated fashion to
preparing for their comprehensive examinations,

The amount budgeted for grants this year is $60,000. The
Academic Advisory Council 's recommendations total $60,865 but
in all probability this amount will be reduced in the light of further
contact with the applicants, some of whom are expecting to obtain
financial assistance from other sources,

Inasmuch as we do not have a meeting scheduled for either
the Board or the Executive Committee in the next few weeks and
gince it is necessary to notify the grantees of our decision so they
can make appropriate plans for the coming academic year, I am
inviting the members of the Executive Committee to respond on the
enclosed reply card to the recommendations of the Academic
Advisory Council. I shall very much appreciate recelving this reply
by April 28th.

Kindest regards,

Encs.




(ovpr a1 )

NAME AMGUHTED
Biale, David J. $ 4,000
Cooper, Alan M, 3,000
Feder, David J. 3,500
Feuerwerger, Marvin C, 2,500
Gitin, Seymour 3,715
Hertz, Deborah 5. 3,200
Jacobson, David 5,000
Jaret, Charles L. 1,200
Mintz, Alan L. 4,200
Rubin, Gary E, 4,500
Safran, Bezalel 6,000
Schulman, Jay L. 2,000

1975-1976

DISSERTATION GRANTS RECOMMENDATIONS

UNIVERSITY &
DEPARTMENT

U. of California
History

Yale, Dept. of
Religious Studies

U. of Chicago
Political Science

Harvard, Dept,
of Government

HUC - JIR

U, of Minn,
History

U.C.L.A,
Near Eastern Lang.
and Literatures

U. of Chicago
Sociology

Columbia & Harvard
Literature .

Columbia
History

Harvard
Near Eastern Lang.

SUNY, Binghamfton
His

DISSERTATION TITLE

Myth & History: Irrationalist Reinterpretation
of Jewish History

Biblical Poetics: A Linguistic Approach

The Jewish Question Viewed Through the Prism of
Early French and German Socialism

Foreign Policy and Domestic Politics: The Role

of American Jewry in the Definition of American
Interests and Policies Regarding the Middle East and
Israel, 1948-1973

A Ceramic Typology of the Late Iron 1I, Persian
and Hellenistic Perlods at Tell (Gezer

The Literary Salon in Berlin, 1780-1829: The Social
History of an Intellectual Institution

The Portrayal of Hasidism in Modern Hebrew
Fiction 1880-1920

Residential Mobility & Local Community Organization
of Chicago Jews

Professional Social Work in Sectarian Surroundings:
the Development of Family Casework under Religious
Auspices in the U.8., 1925-1955

Azariah de Rossi as an Exegete of Aggadah

An Urban History of the Community of Granada




Copris, 197 .-J

NAME

Wertheimer, Jack

Zahavy, Zvee

AMOUNT

$2,050

6,000

UNIVERSITY &
DEPARTMENT

Columbia
History

Brown
Relig, Studies

DISSERTATION TITLE

East European Jews in Germany, 1868~1914

Traditions Attributed to R. Eleazar b. Azarlan
in Tannaitic Litarature




(opr (5,1415)

SUMMER STIPENDS RECOMMENDATIONS (51,000 each)
1975

NAME UNIVERSITY & DEPARTMENT

Ariel, David 8, Brandesi

Berger, Morris B,

Cohn, Reuven Z,

Garfinkel, Stephen L.

Gribetz, Beverly

Kuperstein, Isaiah

Magnus, Shulamith 8.

Matt, Dapiel

Miraglia, Dina D,
Robinson, Ira

Near Eastern and Judaic Studies

Harvard
MNear Eastern Lang. & Clvilizations

Harvard
Near Eastern Lang, & Civilizations

Columbia
Middle Eastern Languages and Cultures

Jewish Theological Seminary, Inst, for Advanced
Study of the Humanities

Columbia
History

Columbia, Graduate School of Arts & Scineces

Brandeis
Near Eastern & Judaic Studies

Columbia, Graduate School of Arts & Sclences

Columbia
History




DRAFT

COUNCIL OF JEWISBH FEDERATIONS AMD WELFARE FUNDS. INC.

H1SHLIGHIS OF_HMEEILNG

NATIONAL PLANNING COMMITTEE FOR JEWISH EDUCATION AND CULTURE

March 15, 1975
Falrmont Hotel
Atlanta, Georgia

The Chairman welcomed all the participants and indicated that
this Committee has been charged with the responsibility to do national
planning in the field of Jewish education and culture. |ts membership
consists of community Federation representation plus representatives
from the American Assocliation for Jewish Education, National Foundation
for Jewish Culture, Institute for Jewish Life, National Jewish Welfare
Board and the National Jewish Conference Center. He stressed that the
outlook of the Coomittee should be that we are building on the basis
of past accomplishments in this field and that we want to move toward
higher levels of performance., We are ready for a realistic and practical
approach to meet the educational and cultural needs of North American
Jewry. Background material made available to members of the Committee
includes the report of Sidney Vincent on the three core agencles (AAJE,
NFJC and 1JL), the reassessment report of the National Foundation for
Jewish Culture, and the report of Arnold Gurin on the [nstitute for

Jewish Life,

A NATIONAL FRAMEWORK

A first issue for consideration is the gquestion of whether this
field of Jewish education and culture can be organized under some overall
national framework. In response to the question whether we can do national
planning without involving the religious denominational groups, it was
pointed out that currently the AAJE has representatives of the denominations
on its governing body., |t was further indicated that the core agencies are
all basically supported by local Federations and that this makes it possible
to bring them together within @ national framework. It was stressed that
whatever we do must take Into account the 'consumer communitles'' who are
also supporters of the agencies, and the focus should be on what services
thay nead,

Others felt that In reviewing the options presented to us for structur=
ing these services the conclusion was overwhelming that we should proceed
to a blue=print which would call for the merger of the three basic agencles.
Some felt that this point of view was already articulated at the Chicago
General Assembly and what this Commlttee should do Is to develop a design
and get community reactlon and Input.

There was a brief dlscussion of the time-table problem and although
it was recognized that we need a substantive reaport by the time of the
General Assembly, It Is not necessary that we have the total task completed,




o [meris, 1975

It was pointed out that the three agencies, since they are Federation
supported, have a basic commonality, yet it was clear that other institu-
tional frameworks have to be involved for ultimate imolementation. Therefore
in designing a new agency we must pay attention to the need to develop
programmatic relationships with collateral organizations and the plan
should Include this aspect,

§idney Vincent stressed that the concern with this field has grown
intanse and that there is impatience for action. It is true that structure
is not everything, but it Is vital and the conmunities are hungry for
guidance and It can be more effectively supplied if we develop an agency
of sufficient size and with the resources to offer leadership, provide
service and produce change.

AGENCY VIEWS

The agencies were asked to express their views,

The representatives of the National Foundation for Jewish Culture
presented a divided opinion, One view was that they do not see a new
structure as the main problem. They see the linkage between the national
and the local as of greater importance than the structure of the national
agency. They submitted a document which called for the establishment of a
National Policy Research Council to bring about better coordination, They
asserted that this was not a unitary field and quarreled with many of the
assumptions set forth.

The other opinion was that the time is ripe for improvement and a
unified structure can be developed to achieve the goals. There Is room for
an expanded role of culture in Jewlsh survival and we are not taking
advantage of it. The question Is how strong the coomunities feal about this.

Jerold Hoffberger, Chalrman of the Institute for Jewish Life, reported
that the word he hears from communities is to put together the strength
and eliminate the weakness In order to serve the constituencles battar,
This Commlttes can help define the goals of tha fleld and then a blus=print
can be devised. The agencies' participation alone cannot define the goals,
this regquires community particlipation. The Institute for Jewlish Life tried
to f11] & particular need and It would not want to ses a program for Innova=
tlon abandoned, but they have no objection to restructuring the agency
apparatus.

|t was pointed out that this Is a great opportunity. The agancy pacple
respect one another, there ls no acrimony, there Is strong local intsrest,
and there ls an openness to change. We must not fall to take advantage of
this, and our task |ls to seak out the common purpose and mathod and kaap
our ssnse of urgency, using the Genaral Assembly as a target data,
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There was some concern that we could not do the basic job by next
November. The communities need help and we should provide central planning
which will really guide the communities. It was emphasized that we should
try to develop @ design which examines all the programs in the field and
not just the agencies, and then try to interrelate them. Today communal
concern in this field is greater and reflects a readinass to act, but
our aspirations are also higher. There is much talk about priority for
this field, but it has not been acted cut because of discontent locally
and nationally. We must focus on the needsof Jews and how to enrich their
commitments and understanding of Jewish communal life on all age levels;
then we should examine what we are now deing and how we can improve It.

We need an overview to perceive the interrelationships and to treat the
field as a unit, |If we do this, we can then build the structure, decide

the staff, and the finances.

COMMUNAL CONCERN AND FUNDING

Othars pointed cut that the communities are impatient and dissatisfied,
Any new entity will need to excite the communities so that they will support
it., With the current structure none have been able to get the support
required and we, therefore, need a new approach, We must recognize that
this Committee needs to involve the large cities to get their commitment
and support, We all know that there is local rigidity in patterns of
funding and that it will take great excitement to produce change.

Soma falt that we can comé up with a plan by November, especially
if we limit our consideration to the three basic agencies. The product
is good and we need to act boldly because the '"shareholders'' are unhappy.
There is no sanctity to the coriginal structure and if the three core agen-
cies are coomitted to merger then we can move quickly, |f they are
opposed, we should know it since it might influence the direction of this
Committee, The local communities were losing confidence in the national
agencies in this field, but if this confidence can be restored, they will
come up with the finances.

Herbert Millman, Executive Vice-President of NJWB, expressed pleasure
at being part of the process. NMB is glad to be aboard and It. |s proper
that they should be thare. NMWB and its centers are beneficiaries of Federations
and should be subject to community discipline., NJWB constltuents' relationship
to Jewlsh education Is different from Its role In Jewlsh culture, The Jewish
Community Centers focus on experience and on comprehensive programs with great
variety, borrowing from all groups. The NMB sponsors the Jewlish Book Councl)
and Jewish Music Council. At this time NJMWB does not seek to be merged or
absorbed or to absorb others. It |s ready to participate to strengthen the fleld.

Isasac Toubin, Executive Vice-President of AAJE, Indicated that he
felt that If AAJE had the funds, they could do the total Job, yet there
Is no need to malntaln the name and the structure. He falt strongly that
merely Improving coordination will not do the job. To achiave drama you
need a new visible entlty that would highlight the new dimenslons of the
problem, We have faced too many unfulfllled promises and we should design
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a structure that would spell out what Is supposed to be done clearly and
in detail, cost out the programs and present the figures for financing

by the communities, MNothing will be gained by merging the deficits of

the three agencies, What is needed is greater resources with & probable
cost of 53,000,000 per year. Possible annual funding should include
$500,000 from the World Zionist Organization, $500,000 from New York City,
-$250,000 from the Memorial Foundation for Jewish Culture, and the balance

from Federations.

WORKING HYPOTHES IS

Raymond Epstein suggested that the Committee adopt as a working
hypothesis the desirability of a single organization and to examine what
we should do if we would start from scratch. We should, then, spell out
objectives, programs, and budgets.

Arnold Gurin stated that from the national perspective the issue
has been how to mobilize greater resources for this field. He saw two
needs == programmatic change and innovation, including a stronger input
into the local community. It was his guess that new resources would have
to come from reallocations of old resources and that is why we need the
restructuring to produce this reallocation.

It was also pointed out that there is need for a greater rationaliza=-
tion in the use of resources in this field. Many collateral agencies are

expending large sums -- the World Zionist Organization, the American Zionist
youth Foundation, the American Jewish Coonmittee, American Jewish Congress,
etc, A strong national agency can help improve the picture,

CONSENSUS

The Chalrman articulated the consensus: there is nead on a national
basis to design a new body to incorporate the goals and functions of the
three core agencies, but not to be limited in its concerns to what these
agencles have been doing...to focus on services, leadership and change,

Do we have any assurance that the local communities will fund such
agency and use its services to meet thelr own needs and restructure thelr
local oparations? It was felt that If we limlt our concerns to the existing
organizations, we will not develop sufficient community clout to get financ-
ing. It was recognized that program comes first and funding must follow
and that there should ba no precondition regarding funding, It was also
pointed out that even beyond funding there is value In & merger to Improve
the services and that wa will have to go beyond the merger to lay out In
spacific terms the goals and objectives and to Interpret In concrete terms
how wa will do a better Job., The local community will require a local
service entity to relate to the national agency, If this Is to work, and
the national agency may have to help reshape the local effort, We need
substantlal local community Input to tell us what It Is they want and need,
but 1t Is clear that thls Planning Commlttee must come to communitles with
a specific plan to which they can react,
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DESIGN A PLAN L

It was.therefore, agreed that a small group should be convened to
begin to design a plan, The goal is simply not to put the agencies to-
gather, but improving the operations and to give local services never
before rendered. The coomunities see the fragmentation and the over-
lapping by the collateral agencies and we will be able to deal with
them better if we have a strong central operation and, hopefully, develop
somé order in the whole fleld.

It is clear that what we have now is not enough and that we need
something new and exciting, We must bring in a definition of needs
that would correspond to the local sense of priorities and project it in
such a way that the program is clear and engenders the confldence that
we can develop these services,

It was also pointed out that we can get a better commitment of top
lay leadership and involve prominent people in the Jewish community with
the new agency. It was also agreed that we should consciously test the
emérging ideas with the communities all along the way.

In summary, it was pointed out that we are not at the beginning of
a process, but in the middle of it. A small committee will digest today's
discussion and work up a written proposal which will be sent to the core
agencies and their response in reaction will then be used to modify the
plan. The proposal should then go to the communities for their reaction
and by September we should have a revised draft for CJF consideration,
it is likely that the Committee would need to meet in May, if we are
to have time to get the local community reactions,

fk




NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE

122 EAST 42%D STREET . NEW YORE, M. Y. 10017 . A90-22R0

April 7, 1975

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver

The Temple

University Circle at Silver Park
Cleveland, Ohio 44106

Dear Dan:

Enclosed is our check in the amount of $175.00 as per your
statement in connection with your trip here last week for the Aca-
demic Advisory Council meeting. As it turned out, you probably
spent more time on your congregational business than on ours.

Perhaps you have already talked with Bernie Martin about
the sessions. All things considered, it was a good meeting and
we came up with viable selections. Althcugh the amounts requested
by the applicants exceed what we had earmarked as a total, the Coun-
cil authorized me to negotiate in a number of instances so that I am
sure we will end up well within the budget.

since we must get approval by the Foundation of the recom-
mendations by the Academic Advisory Council, I plan to poll the
Executive Committee by mail which will probably be pro forma.

Among other recommendations made by the Councll were:
1) the convening of a one-day meeting to deal exclusively with some
of the policy consliderations (preferably early in June): 2) revision of
our application forms to provide for more specific information; and
3) the establishment of two annual publications prizes, one for the
publication of the best doctoral dissertation and one for assistance
in publishing a work by an established scholar,

We shall try to put together some drafts and send them out
for comments and suggestions. On the matter of a meeting date in
June, I shall welcome your suggestion. Since the recommendation
for publication prizes involves a new project, it will require presen-
tation to the Board or the Executive Committee and you and I should

talk about that first.

COUNCIL OF JEWISH CULTURAL AGENCIES
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Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver -2 = April 7, 1975

I am enclosing for your information a draft of the highlights
of the Atlanta meeting of the National Planning Committee for
Jewish Education and Culture prepared by Charlie Zibbell. As you
can gather, it is somewhat slanted. The Drafting Sub-Committee
is meeting on April 11th and when it formulates a document we shall
want to react to it, both individually and collectively. I hope you
won't shy away from reacting. Do let me hEH"l from you.

E_,nrdialv\ﬁ
1 % -"l

ak H!)Ty“iu Barron

anc. Executive Director




April 24, 1975

Mr. Earl Morse, FPresident

MNational Foundation For Jewish Calture
122 E. 42nd Street

New York, N. Y. 10017

Dear Earl:

I recently received a resume of the National Planaing Committes
For Jewish Edecation and Culture dated March 15, 1975, One
phrase above all strack me: "The representatives of the National
Foundation For Jewish Culture presented a divided opinion. " It
is difficult for me to understand how in a matter of such critical
lmportance our group was not prepar8d with a consistent policy.

Am I wrong that the emergence of what is called on page 5 "the
new agency" is already a fact of life as far as the CJFWF and
this committee are concerned? If this is the case I think that
the Foundation Executive Committee should at least be fore-
warned about this loss of autonomy and be able to discusa it at
some length. Frankly, I am shocked that things have gone so
far without a call by you for a full discussion of this issue., Per-
haps 2 new agency is a desirable thing, but it may not be. It
would be a pity if we are coerced into it by our lack of attention
to the work of this planning committee.

Are these minutes accuarate? Has the National Foundation in fact
agreed to the concensus listed on page 4 'that there is a need to
design a new body. . ." If this is not the case have we submitted
ln writing our dissent? If this is the case on what authority did
our represantatives agree?
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Yoo have seen the results of our March Academic Advisory Council
meeting. 1 got whiplashed as far as attendance ls concerned. 1
could only spend a few hours thers, but the spirit was excellent.

Hoping this finds you in the best of health I remain

Sincerely,

Danlel Jeremy Silver

DJSimp

ec: Dr. Harry Barron
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July 8, 1975

Mr. Danial Jeremy Silvar

NHational Foundation for
Jewish Culture

122 East 42nd Street

New York, Mew York 10017

Dear Mr. Silver:

The Brandeis University Press has before it & manuscript by Phyllis Albert
entitled "The Jewish Consistory of Franmce: A Study in Social History,
1830-1870." This manuscript, originally submitted as a doctoral disserta=
tion in 1973, was considered by Nahum Glatzer to be a manuscript "of

ma jor importance for the study of modarn Jewish history and for nineteenth
century European social history." Professor Rudy Binion has called it "a
monumental scholarly achievement;" and Ben Halpern has described it as

"a massive contribution to Jewish social history."

This massive study, even with editorial revisions and some cutting, is
too expensive for the University to publish without a subvention. The
Brandeis University Press, therefore, is interested in exploring with the
National Foundation for Jewish Culture whether some money can be secured
to assist in this major scholarly undertaking. The professional estimate
of Mr. David Horme, the Editor of the Brandeis University Press and the
Univarsity Presa of New England (Brandeis is part of a consortium of six
universities) is that the publication costs will be close to $12,000.
Since the Brandeis University Press operates on a very modest budget,

and since it is prohibited by the University from operating at a loss,
Dr. Albert's book remains neither accepted nor rejected, The University
fully understands that Dr. Albert's scholarly career is affected by our
inability to move the manuscript into production, and yet, lacking the
funds, we cannot undertake the financial commitment.

Might it be possible for the National Foundation for Jewish Culture to
assist the Brandeis University Press? If so, would the Foundation like us
to submit eithar the revised manuscript or the various letters of recommanda-
tion which offer professional judgment? Do you have a Publications Committes
to whom this inquiry should be addressed? We would be very grateful for any
advice or counsel which you could share and for any assistance which might
be forthecoming. I know that Dr. Albert would profoundly grateful for

any assistance that might be provided,

David J. Steinberg
Executive Adsistant to
the President

DJS fwlt




July 15, 1973

Dr. Harry Barron

The National Foundation For Jewish Calture
122 East 42nd Street

New York, N. Y. 10017

Dear Harry:

[ received a long, completely paranoid letter from Neusner
which complains about everyone in the Jewish studies field
who has ever said a critical word., In any case, he [orgives
me buat still does not waat to come to farther meetings of
the Foundation and we are again friends - for what it is
worth,

I would like to see a big dinner in New York for the announce-
ment of the Federal funding. Itmmight feature a lecture by
some scholar, subtle fund-raising for matching funde and

the display of the accomplishments of the Foundation. We
might consider baving it at the Colambia's Faculty Clab or
one of the university clubs. There cught to be a press con-
ference belore it and I would like to see Earl appoint a com-
mittee which includes & good public relations man to help
organize it

With all good wishes from house to house I remain

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver
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NATIONAL FUUNDATIDH FOR JEWISH CULTURE

122 EAST 42ND STREET NEW YORK, N.¥. 10017 * 450- 2280

July 15, 1975

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver

The Temple

University Circle at Silver Park
Cleveland, Ohio 44106

Dear Dan:

There are two items on which I would like your opinion:

1. The matter dealt with in the enclosed letter from David J.
Steinberg of Brandeis University has been before us earlier this
year, Ben Halpern originally brought it to our attention and it was
this request that sparked the discussion at the March meeting of
the Academic Advisory Council and led to the recommendation for
publication awards. Phyllis Albert was a NFJC doctoral disserta-
tion grantee. Do you want to reply to the Steinberg letter? If not,
let me know how you think we ought to handle it.

2, Recently, Yosef Yerushalmi phoned me on behalf of cne of
their 1975 Ph.D. recipients who apparently will not get a teaching
position this year and whom Yerushalmi and Twersky would like to
see spend the coming year in revising his dissertation for publica-
tion. Yerushalmi had heard that we might not be spending all of
our grants funds this year and wondered whether we could make a
modest grant to this young scholar. He explained that he and
Twersky had explored all possible resources at Harvard and could
not come up with any funds; that the man is without any income
and has unigque potential since he is one of the very few people
who is exceptionally well versed in Judeo-Arabic., He is an Iraqgi
Jew and the first of the Kurdish group to have obtained a university
education. When he came to Harvard several years ago, he was
given a $1,000 stipend by Teddy Kollek.

I explained to Yerushalmi that the NFJC no longer is making
post=-doctoral grants but that I would present the matter to the Aca-
demic Advisory Council when it met. At our June 26th meeting, I
mentioned the matter briefly and Jack Neusner indicated that he
knows Mazor, but we got no action from the group. Yestarday,
Yerushalmi phoned again, this time to say that the Middle East
Center at Harvard has named Mazor as a Research Assistant and
will give him space and service -- but no salary. He again asked

COUNCIL OF JEWISH CULTURAL AGENCIES
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Rabbi Daniel J. Silver -2 - July 15, 1975

whether we could find any funds to help out Mazor, suggesting
5,000, I asked him about approaching Harry Starr for a Littauer
grant but he said that this Is something that Twersky normally han-
dles and he would ask Twersky to call me.

When Twersky called, he explained that they are in the
midst of trying to get some "big money" from the Littauer Foundation
and felt that it would not be advisable to approach Starr about this
case, He urged, however, that we give special consideration to
the matter and felt that Mazor will become a leading scholar in
Judeco-Arabic. I could, of course, make no promises but told
Yerushalmi and Twersky that we would look into the matter, They
both asked particularly that I bring this to your attention,

1 am now doing so. What do you suggest?

N

cbrd&agp)ﬁ’_ ‘
1& 9 .-._

1 1 !
Tk
ak Harry f@armn
anc. Executive Director




NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE
122 EAST 428D STREET . NEW YORK, N.¥. 10017 v 490-2280

Office of the Prezident

july 21, 1975

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver

The Temple
University Circle at Silver Park
Cleveland, OHio 44106

Dear Daniel:

Following up the action by the Board of Directors
at its June meeting with regard to a Negotiating Committee
to deal with the CJFWF National Planning Committee for
Jewish Education and Culture, I would very much appre-
ciate your serving on this Committee. I have asked Jullan
Freeman to act as Chairman and am inviting Martha K.
Selig to serve as a third member of the Committee. I
believe you will agree that this is a strong, independent
Committee which can represent the Foundation in any nego=-
tiations that may be required. 1 am asking Harry Barron to
keep the members of the Committee informed about develop-
ments and I am sure that Julian Freeman will convene the

Committee when it appears appropriate.

My warm thanks to you in advance for your antici-
pated help.

didlly,

Earl Morse




July 22, 1375

Dr. Harry Barron

MNational Foundation For Jewlsh Caltare
122 Eaat 42nd Street

New York, N. Y. 10017

Dear Harry:

I think that B randeis ocught to be advised that we couald not
possibly contribaute 512, 000 or anything like that sum towarde
the publication of the Albert book. You might indicate to them
that we have never contributed more than one or two thousand
dollars to any individual project. I would leave it without an
outright rejection or agreement to participate, Let's see
what their answer is. My guess is they are on a fishing ex-
pedition and will drop the matter. It could be suggested to
Albert to contact the University of Alabama Press which is
obviously capable of undertaking such a project without
subvention.

Cn the Magor matter, [ gather he is an [sraeli, Would he
not bée eliminated from oar schedale for that reason?
Wouldn't the Memorial Foundation be the appropriate vehicle
for funding? Why not raise the matter with them and see
what the anawer is?

I trust this letter finds you in good health. With all good
wishes [ remain

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




July 24, 1975

Mr. Earl Morse, President

MNational Foundation For Jewish Cualtare
122 East 42nd Street

New York, N, Y. 10017

Dear Earl:

I will be happy to serve on the Negotiating Committee
of the Foundation and I hope that we do not have too
much to negotiate.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




NATIONAL FGUHDATIUH FOR JEWISH CULTURE

122 EAST 42MD STREET NEW YORE, M.y, 10017 . 4A90-22E0

September 9, 1975

MEMORANDUM

TO: Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver
FROM: Dr. Harry I. Barron

I am sending along a letter and materials from Dennis B.
Klein of Rochester, Ordinarily, I would reply in the
usual fashion to those who come to us "out of season”,
In this case, however, since we do have unused grants
funds this year and the amount might be minimal, I have
delayed « & replying to him until you have had the chance
to consider the matter., What do you think ?

I also enclose a copy of a letter from Peter Cole of the
University of Illinois who is asking for a small grant
to help prepare a volume on Hebrew syntax. It is one
of those small items for which we have been given some
discretionary latitude, How do you feel about this?

encls,




September 12, 1975

Dr. Harry I. Barron

National Foundation For Jewish Caltare
122 East 42nd Street

New York, N.Y. 10017

Dear Harry:

Sorry I could not be with you yesterday but with the Holidays and Jonathan
leaving for Cambridge today it has been impoassible. On the matterss of
recent communication:

1) I think we ought to reserve the money that was allocated to Gary
Robin and let it collect interest, let him re-submit his application
next year and tell him that his work has progresesed nicely. The
grant will be given at that time,

2) On Peter Cole, there ia no indication of who he is and why his
volame of Hebrew syntax would be important.

3) Dennis Klein, this (s not 2 full submission. We have no idea of his
talents or background. He is working largely on & caltural history of
those who happen to be Jews. There is no indication of bia career
plans etc. On the basis of the enclosed it ought not to be granted.

Hoping this finds you in good health and with all good wishes from
house to house I remain

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver

DJSmmp
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Cctober 1, 1975

Dr. Harryl. Barron

Maticnal Foundation For Jewish Cualture
122 Taat 42nd Street

Mew York, N. Y. 10017

Dear Harry:

[ response to your letter ol September £3 concerning the
Advisory Council, the best name on the list would seem to
be Klausner since we wan! some kind of geographical distri-
sution. YBapketr of course, would be an addition, but we al-
ready have Yerusbalmi from Harvard, Alter would be an
axcellant replacement for Band. Koavitz [or Halpera Or-
linsky for Neusner; Gordis lor Sarna; and [ agree about
Sidorsky. Interestingly, his boy ie now rooming with
Jopnathan in Cambridge.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeramy Silver

DJS:mp




Movember 25, 1975

Dr, Harry Barron )

MNational Foundation For Jewish Culture
122 E, 42nd Street

New York, N. Y. 10017

Dear Harry!:

You were missed in Miami, The Annual Meeting went well and
had a nlce turnout. | was only sorry you weren't there to hear
what was said about you. I am sure Abe has glven you a full
randown of what transpired, both at our meeting and at the as-
sembly. Most delegates I talked to felt it was the poorest
agsembly in years and that in the area of merger they were
beating a dead horse.

Daniel Eleazar gave a good speech, Martha Selig gave & speech

that was poor, boring and long, Interme of future planning we
ought to schedule only one person or oigidly limit apeakersa to

ten minutes, The prozram was simply too long.

My expenses to Miaml were $300.

Adele joins me in wishing you a speedy recovery. Happy Chanakkah.

Sincerely,

Danlel Jeremy Silver

DJS:mp




NATIONAL FGUHDATIDH FOR JEWISH CULTURE

122 EAST 42M0D STRLET HEw yoRg, MY, 10017 . 490-2280

Office of the President
December 4, 1975

Dr, Daniel Jeremy Silver

The Temple

University Circle at Silver Park
Cleveland, Ohio 44106

Dear Daniel:

At the Hanukkah Season it has become traditional for the
Foundation to appeal to its Board members for a once-a-year per-
sonal contribution toward our Fellowship Program to enable young
Jewish scholars to complete their doctoral work and qualify for
college teaching posts in the field of Jewish Studies.

We are justifiably proud of the Foundation's major role in
the development of Jewish Studies in American colleges and univer-
sities as well as in the assistance of a significant number of front
rank Judaica scholars. But each year, because of insufficient
grants funds available to us, we must tum down highly promising
applicants who would undoubtedly make a valuable contribution to
the field.

It is therefore important that we seek to augment the funds
to permit us to increase the number of grants we can make to meri-
torious young scholars who will be a source of cultural enrichment
for American Jewry in the years ahead,

If each Board member would accept the responsibility of
giving or obtaining a gift of 51,000 for this purpose we could sub~-
stantially raise the current level of our Grants Program and inten-
sify our investment in the people who will provide the intellectual
leadership and stimulation of authentic Jewish knowledge for the
rising generation,

We shall, of course, deeply appreciate whatever gize con-
tribution you are able to make to the Grants Fund, and shall be

doubly grateful for your response during the Hanukkah period (and
within the current tax year).

Warmest greetings and good wishes.

Cordially,

Earl Morse




January 7, 1976

Dr. Harry Barron
National Foundation For Jewish Cualtare

122 East 42n0d Street
MNew York, N. Y. 10017

Dear Harry:

Thank you for the Neusner article., I read it, but I confess
I did not find it very aseful.

I am returning under separate cover the Ramsey and Wilson
book. Many thanks. I wonder if The Temple can purchase

& set of the photographs of the East Side which I saw in
the cifice.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver

DJIS:mp
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NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE
122 RAST &1¥p STRIET . WEW YORK, M. ¥. 10017 . #30-2280

The attached letter has been sent
to George M. Zeltzer, in follow-up of
the decision reached at the recent meet-
ing of the "Negotiating Committee.” I

am sure that Julian Freeman as Chairman

of that copmittee will be glad to have

any reactions or suggestions you may

have.




NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE

122 EaST d1ND STRIET . MNLW YORK, N Y. 0017 . 490-2280

@@P ii January 8, 1976

Mr. George M. Zeltzer, Chairman

National Planning Committee for Jewish Education and Culture
P. 0. Box 425

Southfield, Michigan 48075

Dear Mike:

I have been asked to transmit to you the conclusions of recent
discussions by the Foundation's officers and members of the special
committee to deal with proposals which may emerge from the CJFWF
Planning Committee on Jewish Education and Culture of which you are
Chairman. As you will recall, at the Foundation's Annual Meeting in
Miami last November the Board decided that we should adopt a more
active role in this process.

Accordingly, we have carefully reviewed the entire matter and
we have reached a number of conclusions:

1) It is our opinion that the fields of Jewish Culture and
Jewish Education, while having certain similar and parallel objectives,
in most respects represent distinct and separate strata in their
institutional and operational manifestations. In the light, therefore,
of the differences in the nature of the organizational relationships,
tasks and approaches required for the advancement of each fleld,
there is considerable question whether it is feasible at this time to
plan for a single unitary structure combining both fields. It would
also appear the overwhelming problems and concerns related to Jewish
Education would, in a consolidated organization, tend to dwarf and
submerge many of the needs in the field of Jewlsh Culture.

2) Nevertheless, the Foundation is prepared to participate in
the work of your Planning Committee and explore the possibilities for
more effective reorganization. We are agreed that from now on the
Foundation should have official representation on the Committee, and
that these representatives will endeavor to reflect our thinking as
well as share with us the developments of your Committee's work.

3) Meanwhile, since we realize that it may be some time bafore
your Planning Committee will be able to complete its tasks, and recog=-
nizing the Foundation's responsibility to pursue 1ts own program =
not only in connection with its previous activities but also those new




Mr. George M. Zeltzer

areas recommended in the recent Reassessment which you headed - we
shall proceed to examine the ways in which the Foundation's primary
cbligations to the field of Jewish Culture can be achieved more
effectively for the benefit of American Jewry. In this we shall
also explore with other relevant organizations the possibilities for
cooperative planning and shared systematic areas of responsibility in
the cultural field. We would be pleased to share with your Planning
Commi ttee whatever develops from these efforts.

4) We would welcome an opportunity to meet with you at your
convenience to discuss these and related matters to help clarify the
situvation and to see how our plans can mesh with the thoughts you
have for the continued work of the CJFWF Planning Committee for Jewish
Education and Culture.

Please be assured that the Foundation remains eager to relate
itself constructively to your Committee's efforts, and that we shall
welcome hearing from you sSoon.

Cordially,
A
A

Earl Morse
Prasident
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Rabbi Daniel J. Silver '

The Temple ! tz' 4 7
University Circle & Silver Park
Cleveland, Ohio LL106

Dear Rabbi Silveri

For many years prior to 197L, the "Emet"=~ Rabbi
Herzog World Academy had been receiving a substantial
sum annually fromthe Scholarly Works Fund of the Phil=-
adelphia Board of Rabbis. With the establishment of .
Joint Cultural Appeal of the Council of Jewish Federe
ations and Welfare Funds, this support ended.

The Talmudic Encyclopedia, our major publication,
has been universally acclaimed as the greatest Hebrew
scholarly work of our generation. This major research
project will comprise a minimum of thirty six (36)
volumes in Hebrew, and at least a similar number in an
English edition. Fourteen volumes have appeared thus
far, and we expect the fifteenth to be completed this
years Two of the English edition have also been pub-
lisheds The Talmudic Encyclopedia is the oaly ency-
clopedia in the field of Jewish jurlsprudence &snd sci-
entific research. It organises under subject matter,
in alphebetical arrangement, the almost endless mater=
ial of the Talmud, and collects all the research on
the Talmud made dur:lng the past 1500 years, from the

days of the Second Temple through the middle sges until
this day.

In order to help us cover the defi c¢it inocurred in
the publication of each volume, and in order to continue
the publication of the English edition, we had been ask-
ing for the support of the various cmmnitr Funds
throughout the United States and “snada, in addition to
the contributions we have been receiving from many
rabbis and congregations. We are recognised as a

Public Foundation, and may be supported with the sanc=
tion of the Internal Revenue H-ﬂigg_.-

EIE’J'I r
)
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Rabbi Daniel J. Silver(2)  January 15, 1570

while we can appreciate the nced for support by the many
cultural programs in Israel, i.e. the Vancej Opera; Ballet
and Symphany, we submit that the dissemination of publica-
tions that open the contents of the 'sen' of the Talmud to
the public are of no less importance,

Rabbi Goldfarb has suggested that wo write to you, to
ask your help in interceding with the Council to add our
institution to the list of those being supported by them.

With best wishes, I am

hhi Gi lbart
Chairman, Bo :rd nf Tru:tlnu

GK/sp
oc: Rabbi ﬂlrnld Goldfarb
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THE CITY COLLEGE
oF

THE CITY UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10081

DETARTMENT OF JEWINH STUDIES (212) az2l-

Dr. Danliel J. Slilver
i'he Temple

Silver Park

University Circle
Cleveland, Chio 441086

Jear Dr. Sllver: (:.'ul!f.f“? . ?‘f‘:"ﬁ fﬁ& N3 D0

Or. Serndd Nartin telephone me that you graciously offered
to intercede for a grant to the CGreat Yliddish Dictlonary Project ol
the Collepe of the City of liew York and the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem. FPlease accept my sincerest thanks in advance.

For several years in succession we have been applyling to
the United Jewish Cultural Appeal = without (to my knowledge) even
having our application considered by the irustees. We asked for a
grant of 310,000, to be sent to the National Endowment for the
Humanities = which has been offering to match granis up to 375,000,

Fridayﬂ#ifc I'll send you some further literature on the
Dictionary.

Tor the time being permit me, please, to detall also the
most salient facts:

1. For 23 years now wa have been trying to provide the
Jewish people in general and scholars in particular with a compre-
hensive Yiddish Dictionary - an indispensable key to Jewlish Studies.

2. Even the best avallable dictionaries list some 10% of the
total ¥Yiddish vocabulary = ca. 25,000 entries of a quarter of a
millionl It is a shameful situation]

3. We had planned,(and could have succeededl) to finish the
Project in 20 years - i.e., to produce a volume every 2 years.
Jewish Philanthropy unfortunately has been beset all this time by
priorities of a more dire human urgency. So - we succeeded in produ-
e¢ing a volume in seven years! Volume Four is now at the printers.
We have another nine volumes to preparel

4. Put even this pace is now in jeopardy. And speed is of the
essencel A dictlionary prepared by scholars to whom the language is
"living" is incomparably superior to a dictionary of a “"dead" language.
In the former case the precise meaning of a text is assured by the
knowledge of the exact meaning of each word im it; in the latter = the
meaning of a word is first established by conjecture from the context.

5, Partly due to rumors that the work on the Dictlonary is be-
ing abandoned because of the recent death of its editor (Dr. Yudel

harkfﬁﬁ} we falled to ralse more than 1% of the matching - 80 a case




(Cew 25V476 1

THE CITY COLLEGE
OF

THE CITY UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK
NEW YORK. N.Y. 10031

DEPARTMENT OF JEWISH STUDIES il

Ur. Uaniel J, Silver = 2

of a self=fulfilline prophecy arose:

T+ e actually had to lay off all but three of a staff of
40 and two more are slated to be laid off on kay 31, 1976 = unless. ..

5. Actually, because of the long delay, we decided that we just
have to produce a practical, one-volume dictionary, but comprehensive
enough to ensure an answer to 99% of queries,even if not containing

99% of the vocabulary = 1.e. having ca. 150,000 entries of the
highest frequency.

e could produce such a dictionary in less than five years.
Hat we have no fundsl

Shouldn't we make avallable a decent dictionary?

Very sincerely yours,
Nathan Susskind
Director of the Yiddish

Dictionary Project

g/ mr

P:. 5. dJust to indicate the devotion of the Founders of the
pvictionary the Editors and Directors of the Froject
have been working full time without remuneration.

Kindly address your correspondence to me to my home;
82-15 Britton Ave.

Elmhurgt, N.Y. 11373
Tel, 212-898=1813

CC: Dr. Bernard Martin




March B, 1976

Dr. Nathan Susskind
BZe«l5 Britton Ave.
Elmburst, N. Y. 11373

Dear Dr. Sasskind:

I want to thank you for your recent letter, I am discassing
the matter with Dr. Barron and others of the National Foun-

dation and I know they will be in touch with you. With
all good wishes I remain

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




- - BABYLONIAN COLLECTION
STERLING MEMORIAL LIBRARY
YALE UNIVERSITY
NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT ofsazo

Curator
WILLIAM W, HALLD
Professor of Asryriclogy

April 2, 1976

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver, Chairman
Academic Advisory Council

National Foundation for Jewish Culture
122 East L42nd Street

Hew York, N, Y. 10017

Dear Daniel:

Thank you for your letter of March 26th and for the 1list of
awards. I'm sorry I could not be there on the 22nd but it was impossible
to take additional time off between the AOS meetings of the preceding
week and the celebration of the Centennial of HUC. The latter, by the
way, was & memorable occasion with many plaudits also for your father,
Sorry you couldn’t be there.

I teke this opportunity to put in a particularly strong recommendation
for Chaim J. Milikowsky. He’s a student of 8id Leiman here at Yale and
proposes to, at long last, provide a proper edition of Seder Olam Rabbah: A
Study of Rabbinic Chronclogy. I can hardly think of a more useful project
from a variety of points of view. It has implications for Biblical Studies,
for history and for Rabbinice and Chaim is just the man to handle it. 8o
please assure Harry Barron that if I had been there I would bave argued very
strongly on his behalf, Any consideration given to this matter will be greatly
appreciated. (And perhaps at the same time it will help to correct a certain
imbalance I note this year in favor of Columbia, Brandeis, etc.)

With all best wishes,
cordially yours,

WWH/ jac




NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE

122 EAST 42MD STREET . NEW YORK, N.Y. 10017 . 490-2280

April 5, 1976

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver

The Temple

University Circle at Silver Park
Cleveland, Ohio 44106

Dear Dan:

As you will see from the enclosed note to Bill
Hallo, I undertook to comment about the Milikowsky
application, Perhaps you will want to drop him a note
when you can.,

Have a wonderful trip. I shall loock forward to
talking with you when you return.

All the best.

Eﬂf{j.lﬂu}" ' l l,/H
ISR

ek Hasry 1. Barron
encls. Executive Director

P.S5. Irecently asked Sam Klausner for some information
about the Center for Research on the Acts of Man of
which he is the Executive Director, He sent along
a brochure which I have xﬁomd and enclose here-
with; also an article of hif "Synagogues in Transi-
tion: A Planning Prospectus" which appeared in
Conservative Judaism in 1970,




NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE

122 EAST 42ND STRELT ' NEW YORE, M. ¥. 10017 . 490-2280
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Dr, William W. Hallo

Sterling Memorial Library

Yale Unjversity

New Haven, Connecticut 06520

Dear Bill:

Since Rabbi Silver is not here (and in fact is leaving
the country) we took the liberty of opening your letter ad-
dressed to him, We are, of course, forwarding it to him in
in Cleveland, I have noted your comments about Chaim
Milikowsky. I should tell you that he is first on our list
of'provisionals”, Should we have some funds left from the
first group of award winners, I think the chances are very
good that he will get a grant from us since a number of
those in the first group will receive grants from other sources
which should leave a balance of funds to be distributed to at
least one or two of the provisionals.

.We all missed you at the March 22nd meeting but we

found your comments very helpful, I hope you are well and
I send all good wishes for a happy Pesach.

Cordially,

ek Harry 1. Barron




April 15, 1976

Mr. William W. Halle

Yale University

Sterling Memorial Library
New Haven, Connecticat 06520

Dear Bill:

Harry Barron forwarded to me your letter of April 2. I was in London
for the week guiding a congregational mur of "Jewish" London. It
was fan,

True, this year's crop of applications was exceptionally strong. You
would have been pleased both at the quality of the submisslions and in
the manner in which the meeting proceeded. It was the most business-
like meeting in a long time,

As Harry indicated, Milikowsky had a strong application and there is
a good chance that he will receive a grant. He fell just under the line

and whatever is left over will be placed towards a grant in his behalf.

I trust all is well with you and I hope that our paths will croses in the
not-too-distant future.

Siacerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver

DJS:mp




NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE

122 EasT 428D STREET . NEW YORK, N.Y, 10017 ' 490-2280

May 10, 1976

Rabbi Daniel J. Silver

The Temple

University Circle at Silver Park
Cleveland, Ohio 44106

Dear Dan:

I have noted your comments in regard to Mark Epstein and
Marsha Rozenblit. We now have a third awardee who is asking
for deferment until next year.

The problem is not a simple one. It does entail a policy
question and a matter of precedent. Last year we permitted
three people to postpone their NFJC grants until this coming aca=-
demic year and we earmarked the funds so that they would be
available this Fall, When they get in touch with us prior to the
new academic year, we shall review the situation to see whether
they still qualify. But we didn't require them to submit a new
application and to take their chances with the 1976=77 group of
applicants.

It would seem to me that once having gone through the
selection process and designated for an award, they should not
have to undergo the same procedure the following year but should
have a different kind of review centering around the progress they
made in the intervening vear and their need for financial assist=-
ance to enable them to complete their dissertation program. I am
not averse to using the funds originally assigned to them for
apportionment among the top altermates, but I think they should
have some claim on the following year's funds if they pass muster
otherwisa,

Let's do some further thinking about this before we finalize
our decision, Meanwhile, I will go ahead with Epstein on the
51,000 for the summer course and suggest that he resubmit his
application for next year,

—

Sincerely
"B \
Harry I, Barron
Executive Director




NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE
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}fice of the President May 20, 1976

Rabbi Daniel J. Silver

The Temple

University Circle at Silver Park
Cleveland, Ohio 44106

Dear Daniel:

At our April Board Meeting it was decided that a special
committee be appointed to study the matter of new methods of fund-
ing to make possible the broader scope of Foundation programming
recommended by the Reassessment Report. Such an exploration will
also deal with the feasibility and desirability of creating a corpus as
proposed in the enclosed document prepared for Board discussion last
month,

I am pleased that Amos Comay of Pittsburgh has agreed to be
the Chairman of this Development Committee which I hope can bring
in its recommendations early in the Fall.

1 would very much like to have you serve on this important
committee for I am sure you can be of real help in thinking through
the matters with which it will be concerned. Mr. Comay has scheduled
the first meeting for Friday, June 11th, 12:30 p.m. (Lunch) in the Louis
¥Vl East Suite of the Waldorf Astoria Hotel in New York. 1 do hope you
will make a speclal effort to attend and that you will let me know on the
enclosed reply card.

The future direction and growth of the Foundation will depend in
considerable measure on the outcome of this committee's work, and I
therefore urge your active participation in its deliberations, My warm
thanks in advance for your anticipated assistance.

Kindest regards,

fally,

Earl Morse

encs.
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The follewing statement Is put forward as an Introduction to a discussion
on the need for establishing new sources of funding to support the American
Jewish cultural enterprise.

* W L]

Among aspirations and expectations that accompanied the creation of the
National Foundation for Jewish Culture in 1959 was an undarlying hope that I+
would serve as the surrogate of the Jewish community in planning for the crea-
Tive Jewish cultural enterprise. Due to the declsions it had made In Its first
years, the Foundation was able to address itself In a substantial way to only
one area of culture: Jewish scholarship.

In this area, the Foundation has established a creditable record of achieve-
ment. Through iTs grants It has assisted more than 250 scholars prepare for
careers In Jewish Studies programs on university campuses, sn achlevement which
has had great impact on what has been described as among the most significant
developments on the American Jewish scene. |t has been Instrumental in coor=
dinating cooperative efforts among major |ibraries and archival Institutions,
leading to a series of substantial grants from the federal government and devel-
oping Into a continuing dellberative activity which promises much potential for
growth and achlevement.

scholarship is only one of the areas in the cultural spectrum, and the NFJC
has been restricted to this field by the way It is funded, depending as It does
on community allocations from the proceeds of local annual campaligns. These
allocations are now shared by eight other organizations In the Joint Cultural
Appeal In accordance with a formula which will not allow for any substantial
growth in NFJC Income. And even In the fleld of scholarship the Foundation has
not been able to do that which It felt was required In such areas as publica-
Tlons and research.

There are other vital aspects of creative cultural effort which, If given
a modicum of support, could enormously enrich the substance of American Jewish
life and help It emerge as one of the outstanding Jewish communities In our
history. These areas, which have not received major attention by the organi zed
community, revolve around artistic expression, whether in film, drama, |itera-
fure, music, dance or the visual arts. It Is through these forms that many
among the rising generation can find |inkage with the Jewish heritage, and
through which an American expression may be given to our historic traditions.
The Foundation has been the natural address to which those seeklng support have
turned to help carry out thelr creative activity. Except for academic grants,
these requests have had to be turned aslde because funding resources were not
avallabla,

If the NFJC Is to begin to meet i+s obligations as the central address
for the Jewlsh cultural enterprise, It must find a way to respond In a positive
fashlon to the needs that confront the community., To provide this response It
Is proposed that the Foundation establish a Fund for the Advancement of Jewlish
Culture which, operating through two divisions - one for scholarship and one
for the cultural arts - would seek to stimulate and nurture creative efforts
of recognized callber reflecting the Jewish experlience, themes and sources. A
corpus of funds will be sought, the Income of which will permlt a sustalned
effort fo meet the challenge. We belleve that there are many In the Jewlsh
community of ample means and possessing sufficient foresight and commltment
who would be willlng to participate in this effort that would put an Indelible
stamp of quality and excellence on American Jewish |Ife.




022 EAST 42ND STREET . NEW YORK, N.¥. 10017 . 490-2280

/ NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE
Y /S

o

June 16, 1976

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver

The Temple

University Circle at Silver Park
Cleveland, Ohio 44106

Dear Dan:

I appreciate your coming in for the meeting of
the Development Committee last Friday and for your
participation. You are undoubtedly right about the
amount of wheel-gpinning that we shall have to en-

dure until some significant results can be achieved.
But it is better to do that than not move at all.

I shall need your help on this and hope that you
will work with us in fleshing out the programmatic as-
pects. I will be in touch with you about this shortly.

Sorry that you had to put up with the inconven-

ience in getting to the airport, I hope you got back
to Cleveland in time for your other commitments.

All the best.

IT Barron
Executive Director
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July 30, 1976

Rabbi Daniel J. Silver

The Temple

University Circle at Silver Park
Cleveland, Ohio 44106

Dear Rabbi Silver:

You have, I trust, recently received from me a report on
the work and first actions of our Development Committee,

I should now like to invite you to serve on the special
sub-committee on Program and Planning which is charged with
the key job of exploring and shaping options for an expanded
range of activities, particularly in the arts, Its chairman is
the very able Sidney Vincent of Cleveland.

The first meeting of this group is scheduled for Monday,
August 30th at 12:00 noon, a luncheon session at the Princeton
Club in New York, 15 West 43rd St,

I know that your perspectives and participation can be of
real help, and I look forward to your working with us on this
very exciting project. I shall appreciate your letting me know
via the enclosed reply card whether you will be at the meeting
on August 30th. Kind regards,

enc. Amos Comay
Chairman, Development Committee




MINUTES

National Foundation for Jewish Culture August 30, 1976 1Z:00 noon
Development Commission--Committee on Princeton Club, New York City

ATTENDANCE: Sidney Z, Vincent, Chairman; Julian Freeman, Arthur Gelber,
Max Jacobs, Nat Kameny, Mrs. Janet Lowenstein, Earl Morse,
Julius Schatz, Mrs, Martha Selig, George M, Zeltzer,
Staff: Harrv 1. Barron, Abraham Atik, David Ebin.

Unable to Attend: Amos Comay, Rabbi D.J. Silver, Lewis
Weinstein, A. Walter Socolow, Saul Viener, Paul Vishny,
Mrs, L. Strelitz,

INTRODUCTORY After introducing the members of the Committee, Sidney Z.
COMMENTS Vincent, the Chairman, provided some background informa-

tion regarding its function. He noted that when the Founda-

tion was first created in 1960 the arts were not included as
an area of priority concern for the new organization, though it was recognized that it
should be taken up at an appropriate time, After a recent reassessment of the Founda-
tion's program, the Board agreed that it would be desirable to expand its activity to
include the creative arts. It then authorized the appointment of a Development Com-
mission to explore in greater detail the shape and feasibility of a program in this area.
The Development Commission met under the chairmanship of Amos Comay, and at its
initial meeting decided to establish two committees, one on Program and Planning, and
the other to discuss possible funding sources and strategles, under the chairmanship
of George M, Zeltzer. As a preliminary to the discussion, the Chairman suggested
that it would be useful if some information were provided on the actual need for a pro-
gram in the field, and called on Julius Schatz of the American Jewish Congress and the
Council on Art in Jewish Life to report on his experience,

NEEDS IN THE Mr. Schatz reported that in a typical nine-month period he
ARTS receives approximately 200 requests for assistance for

various creative endeavors, Many of these requests come

from young people who are trying to express their Jewish
commitment in the contemporary artistic media. However, requests for assistance are
not limited to the young, since established artists also seek subvention for various
aspects of their work. There is a wide range of need reflected in the various requests
ranging from exhibit space for plastic artists to the support of production for theatre
groups, to financial assistance for creative individuals to secure the time necessary
to work. He pointed out that there is no address fo which requests in the arts can be
referred, no process which permits for a proper evaluation of activities in this area,
He noted that it is particularly the younger generation which needs to express its
Jewishness through the medium of the arts, and in the light of the concern of the organ-
ized community about maintaining the allegiance of the young, this mode of expression
must recelve attention.

DISCUSSION The Committee discussed the various approaches that might
be taken in addressing the needs., George Zeltzer noted
that while we have been talking about production, we need

to pay attention to the consumers. Would there be a market for the efforts of the cre-

ative individuals assuming that they were assisted in producing their works? Janet

Lowenstein responded that she considered it the function of any program that would
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emerge from these discussions to emphasize quality, and to assume that works of
quality will find a proper audience. It is the quality of the creative effort rather
than the potential audience that needed to be stressed,

Martha K. Selig suggested that any program that is being considered
must be thought through carefully, to avoid duplication and to set forth criteria and
a structure which will lend themselves to success, She suggested that in its early
stages the program be a modest one, Arthur Gelber noted that only "laymen" were
present at this meeting and that it is vital to involve those actually working in the
creative fields in these discussions. It was pointed out that some creative people
have already been interviewed and while at this first meeting basic policies and
approaches needed to be discussed by a lay group, there was every intention to
involve the creative artists in this process,

In the subsequent discussion a number of areas were reviewed, though
not resolved. Included were the questions as to whether the Foundation should sup-
port the established artist or the younger undeveloped talent; whether to fund indi-
viduals only or also the mechanisms which foster or give a forum for creativity; and
whether the program should support the strictly creative effort or include that which
might be considered interpretive.

A summary of the informal agreements reached at the meeting included the
following:

a) It would be desirable to obtain as much factual information as possi-
ble about what different organizations are doing in the area of the arts,
to know what already has been achieved and to avoid needless duplica-
uﬂn-

b) Creative individuals active in the arts should be canvassed regarding
their perception of needs and for suggestions regarding programmatic
procedures,

c) Any proposed grants program will not be designed to subvent individ-
uals merely because they are Jewish, but will reflect the Foundation's
interest in fostering efforts that reflect or relate to Jewish life.

d) Priority should be given to the quality of the effort rather than to its
potential use by the organized community,

NEXT STEPS It was agreed that the next meeting of the Committee
should be held October 11, 1976 with ample time to
deal thoroughly with the agenda. Prior to that meeting,

a subcommittee chaired by Max Jacobs, will closely examine the questions that had |

been raised regarding the structure and form of a projected program, and undertake

the task of interviewing prominent figures in the various arts media to solicit their
views of needs and possible programs, It was also agreed that an effort will be made
to have a number of these individuals participate in future meetings of the Committee,

The meeting was adjoumed at 2:00 p.m,
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Interviews with representatives of the various arts and media
will lock to ask this range of questions-- by way of gathering
deeper understanding of the needs in the respective fields, the
talent available, the projects likely to be submitted and the
shape of an eventual entry field of appliants:

* Please identify creative persons in the [ield whom you feel
would welcome an opportunity to give expression to the
Jewish component in their work 7 What are the current
opportunities for this at present? To what extent have you
been able to -- wished to nor needed to - produce and per-
form in this way?

* What are the projects and programs that you [eel call for
such support? Detail? Any priorities?

* To what extent were you hindered from Jewish expression in
and through the arts in your career - for the lack of a central
address and funding body such as is now under consideration?
Similarly -- in the experience of your friends and working
associates?

* What would you say has been or is the greatest barrier -- if
any -- to the development ol works of Jewish expression in
your field?

* If you had the power to grant three fellowships of $10,000 to
$15,000 each for a year's work and study; to whom would you
make the awards this year?

* What do you feel is a meaningful sum of money to ensure that
artists in your field have the "creative time" they need to pro-
duce a significant work or project?

*Wu-uid you be willing to serve on a Consultant Panel in your
fileld that would screen applicants once such a program is set
up? Whom else would you recommend ?

* What spread if any, do you advise with regard to making awards
to proven artists, and to those showing promise?




NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE
122 EAST 4280 STRELT . NEW VORE, N. Y. 10017 v 490- 2230

MEMORANDUM

September 16, 1976

TO: Rabbi Daniel J, Silver

FRO M: Sidney Z. Vincent, Chairman
Committee on Program and Planning - Development Commission

Re: Progress Report

I On August 30th, the Committee held its first session at the Princeton Club,
Discussion of its agenda provided for general agreement on several main
igssues as well as marking a course to be followed, (See Minutes Attached.)

At the meeting's close, Max Jacobs was delegated to head a work force to
gather further data, make in-depth soundings and draw up plans that would
provide for sharp definition of a viable arts endowment program, and that
would expedite further Committee consideration and decisions.

On September 6th, in a follow-up meeting in Cleveland with Mr. Jacobs --
with Foundation staff in attendance -- we reviewed and outlined the essential
tasks, schedules and work required of his force. Additionally, the agenda
and date for the next full Committee meeting was taken up.

II On the basis of the two above-mentioned meetings, the following actions were
agreed upon:

A. The Committee will next meet on Monday, October 11th at the
Harmonie Club in New York. Following a working lunch, it will
git through the afternoon -- or later if need be - to permit ample
time for presentations, reports, discussion and decision,

B. At that time presentations and reports developed by Mr, Jacobs
and his team will be made in three primary areas:

1. *The Opinions of Artists, Performers et al,

Interviews with leading practioners and spokesmen in
the various art flelds will be reported on,

Those fields under consideration, within our purview,

are these:
Music FPhotography
Dance Film
Theatre Television

Painting & Sculpture PBroadcasting
Museums & Forums
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Soundings with at least 2 members of each field will have been
solicited. (The attached Questionnaire indicates the range of
responses being sought,) Working with Mr. Jacobs on this are:
Janet Lowenstein, Martha Selig, Julius Schatz, and staff. Re-
glonal canvassing is being undertaken by Saul Viener, Richmond;
Paul Vishny, Chicago; and myself here in the Cleveland area.

The personal appearance of the artists themselves, it was felt,
was not likely or in order at this time. However, it was agreed
that the presence of one or two figures, such as a Theo Bikel,
who bridge both the arts and the Jewish communal scene, would
be helpful and should be sought.

Sy N antat Pr m Models

A series of options as to the mix, focus and range--both short and
long -- of a prestigious national endowment program for Jewish
expression in-and-through the arts to be offered by the National
Foundation, will be made.

The minimum price-tag for such Models-- specifically, the
amount of monies needed for disbursement at both start-up and
later phases will also be estimated and projected.

3. *Statement of Purpose

This is to spell out the proposed program -- making clear what it is
and what it is not. It will look to give simple expression to the Com-
mittee's consensus and feelings on such issues as: criteria of eli-
gibility, need for and scope of program selection process in general,
projected sources of funding (private), initial targets of service and
eventual expansion, relationship with other agencies and bodies, etc,

This statement will serve as a draft for review and refinement by the
Committee; thereupon to serve as guide-lines for the Funding Com-
mittee, and for possibly wider promulgation and dissemination.

C, Advance drafts of the Statement of Purpose and options as to Program Models
will be mailed tp all Committee members prior to October 11th -- to provide for
proper consideration both prior to and at the meeting.

D. The major business before the Committee on October 11th, -- it is anticipated -~
will be to:

Add and assess the findings of the artists and performers who have
been interviewed within the overall picture of needs and trends of
Art within the American Jewish community ..

S8elect the bast Model for a national program serving the arts,

Pix a minimum price-tag for the start-up of such a program, (e.qg.
"w" number of awards to "x" number of persong in "y" categories
will/should cost "z" amount of dollars.)
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Review and pass on the Statement of Purpose,

(The Committee's recommendations on the above items following
the October 11th meeting will then be forwarded to the Commission
for routing to the Funding Committee as a base for the start of its

work ,)

Meanwhile, it was agreed, the Committee and staff would begin to bring the
work of the Committee and of the Development Commission to the attention of
major Jewlish leadership -- specifically to the Council of Jewish Federations
and Welfare Funds, to the National Jewish Welfare Board and to the executive

directors of the large communities

It was felt that a sharing of this initiative, even at this early date, was proper
and desirable and in the best interests of all concerned,

encs,




September 28, 1976

Dr. Harry Barron

National Foundation For Jewish Culture
122 E, 42nd Street

New York, N. Y. 10017

Ddar Harry:

It has been a long silence, 1 anderstand that some of the staff
was in Cleveland to talk to Sid. 1 would have loved a phone call.

I continue to think that you are walking up a primrose path In
the arta field, bat. . .

I think that publications awards annguncement should be made
soon, the date set for submissions - say May | - the first
award to be announced in September of 1977, We should appoint
a three or four man committee to be the Awards Committee,
divided equally between the two fields. The announcements
should be placed in our HAS Newsletter and circulated through
thelr mailing list.

Happy New Year,

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




Cetober L1, 1976

Dr. Harry Barron

INational Fouandation For Jewish Cultare
122 East 42nd Street

New York, M. Y. 10017

Dear Harry:
Sorry I couldn't make the Monday meeting. We are

doing some work at the house and [ could not leave
before the contractors pot there,

I am encloeing a copy of the CSA Bulletin, the last
few pages of which are devoted to the Scholars Press.
Basically, my idea is this:

l. That the Foundation work out an agreement
with Scholars Press about the pablication of a
dissertation series.

2. That our Academic Advisory Council be a
Board of Editors for that series,

3. That we ppblicize the series broadly and aid
in the dissemination of the published works.

Keep Well.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver
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|J | 740 West End Ave, #5834
New York, N.Y. 10025
il 20 Ootober 1976

Dear Dr. Barron:

Thank you very much for your patience in reviewing my case. In my re-
lations with the Foundation® I have experienced nothing but considera-
tion and solieitude, In the past few weeks I have been able to clarify
my position, and with your permission I would like teo
view of the design of my scholarly training and then discuss my re-
lationship to the Foundation.

As T have described to the Foundation before, my present plans result from
a erisls of values I underwent several years ago, as a result of which I
took the firm conviotion to step beyond my invoelvement in English, secular
literature and to devots myselfl to Jewish studiesa. The decision was made
in the later stages of my dootoral program in English, In conjunetion with
Frofessor Twersky, who advised me at that time, I decided that it made
sense te finish the degree in English further., I wrote my
dissertation (on George Eliot), and defended it in May, 1975 (it will be
published in expanded form by Harvard University Press). During the two
years 1 was working on the thegis==it took about half of my time==I

some advanced studies in Judaica; The year 157374 I spent at the
Hebrew University studying texts from the rebbinie perdioed;, and the year
1974=75 I spsnt as a special student at Harvard studying medieval works.

At the time I was not entirely certain which period within the range of
Hebrew literature I wished to specialisze in, and in view of the faot
that Prof. Twersky was on lesave from his teaching duties during that
coming year, I made application and was sccepted as a Lady Davis Post-
Dootoral Fellow in the Hebrew Literature Department at the Hebrew Unle-
versity. #f At the begimning of the year in Isreel (1975=76) I made a
definite decision to enter the field of modern Hebrew literature, The
record of my work last year is on a separate sheet.

Although I eonsidered remaining at the Hebrew University for a second

year (the Lady Davis Trust had remewed my fellowship), I ultimately de-
clded to return to America. Sinece my concentration was to be in modern
Hebrew literature, there seemed to be little rationale for returning to
HBarvard; there instruction is givem exclusively in medieval, and any

work I wished to do in modern would have to be done on my own, Conse=
quently I decided to locats in New York where Professor Dan Miron, per-
haps the greatest student of modern Hebrew literature and the man whe

directsd my studies last year in Jerusalem, was teaching. Prof. Miron,
&8s his supporting letter states, has accepted responsibility for super-
viging my work for this year, My work will divide inte two: &) an in-
tensive peries of directed readings aimed at reading the major texts of

3
i
;
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the Hebrew Haskalah, in.the framework of a tutorial with Prof, Miren, and

b) resdings in modern Yiddish literature, in the framework of two courses
Miron and of a tutorial in language at the YIVO, In additien

to thess two major foel, I plan to cover some advanced toplos in Hebrew

grammar with Prof, David Sperling (Department of Religionm, Columbia), to read

soms twentisth-century Hebrew texts with Dr. Avraham Holtz in the Spring,

and to engage in private study of Midrash.

My formal institutional affiliatien will be as & post=doctoral fellow of
the Max Weinreich Center for Advanced Jewish Studies, Columbia, unfor-
tunately, has no procedursl sprevisions for post~doctoral fellows of this

do
Those sonditions are: a) if the comcentration I chose in J studies
was cognate to my preparation in modern English literature, bj, work
suparvision of certain recognized academio suthorities,
ﬂlwdwﬂhhmlﬂu-m“phl-hr]ﬂwm
larly ardticles in the field, I feel that my work bas fulfilled these

]
:
¢
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for productive scholarship or publication of any serious sert., It is an
important transitional moment in my training and I hope will prevent
me from faltering at this orucial juncture. I that my request
presents diffiemlt technical problems and that you would have to finesse
the funds from some other line in your budget, but I hope that you will

do your utmost on this matter.

I shall eall you shortly to find out if there are any guestion to be

olarified, and Af it isn't overreaching of me I would want to rediscuss
the amount of funds requests in light of the overwhelming expsnses of
living in New York, Pleass do not hesitate to call Prof. Twersky: he
expescts to be gotten in touch with if there are problems or questions,

Thank you again for your attemtion, I am yours

(bt




NATIONAL F{}UHDATIDH FOR JEWISH CULTURE

122 EAST 42%D STREET NEW YORK, N. Y. 10017 . 490-2 281

October 26, 1976

Rabbi Daniel J. Silver

The Temple
University Circle at Silver Park
Cleveland, Ohio 44106

Dear Dan:

1 enclose a copy of a letter received today from Alan Mintz
to whom we awarded a grant for 1975-76 and which we agreed to
defer until 1976-77 since he had received a Lady Davis Fellowship
for study at the Hebrew University,

As you will note, there has been some shift in Mintz's
field of study albeit it continues to be in the area of Hebrew litera~-
ture. He evidently has done a good deal of work during the past
year, He enclosed a copy of a paper he has written on Mordecai
Ze'ev Felerberg and The Reveries of Redemption, a forty page article
that has been accepted for Volume 2 of the AJS review, and he also
has submitted an article in Hebrew ( Leilot: from Romanticism to
Symbolism) which is to appear in Knesset, Volume published by

Mosad Bialik.

I would like vour ok on releasing the funds for the grant to
Mintz. We had originally earmarked the money and it is still avail-
able, Please let me hear from you on this.

ak

enc, ]E:::&-:utiva Director




NATIONAL FUUHDATIDN FOR JEWISH CULTURE

122 pasT 43N0 STROET NEW YORK, N.v. 10017 . 450.2280

October 26,1976

Rabbi Daniel J. Silver

The Temple

University Circle at Silver Park
Cleveland, Ohio 44106

Dear Dan:

Today I received the AJS review Volume 1, I presume you
have also gotten your copy.

My superficial scanning of the contents leaves me unexcited
but not unhappy. It is interesting that nine of the sixteen papers were
written by former NFJC grantees.

According to the terms of our grant to the AJS, we expected
to evaluate the publication before committing ourselves to further grants.
You will remember that we had some question about the publication of an
annual rather than a periodical journal, but there is not much we can do
about that, I gather that it is the Association's intention to continue to
publish one volume a year, This type of format necessarily eschews
such features as book reviews that one would expect in a more frequently

issued journal.

I have written Charles Berlin reminding him of the understanding
that copies of the publication would be made available to members of the
Foundation Board. In view of the fact that it is now in the form of a book,
there may be something of a problem about their willingness to furnish us
with enough copies for our Board, I think we should send along a note to
the Board about the publication. Do you want to get up something for this

purpose?
Kind regards.

ially

ek . Barron
va Director




Cctober 29, 1976

Dr. Harry Barron

MNational Foundation For Jewish Culture
122 East 42nd Street

MNew York, N. Y. 10017

Dear Harry:

[, too, received an AJS Review, volume |, 1 guess as part

of my membership in AJS, [ agree with your general assess-
ment. Perhape it would be enough to send along to our Board
a xerox of the table of contents and of the preface which indi-
cates our contribution. [ would let the accompanying note be
eimply an historical review of our relationships with AJS,
sponsorship of regional conferences etc., and a numerical
note of the identity of fellowship and donors.

On the Mintz matter, give Twersky a call and get a reading
from him. If everything comes ap as [ think it will, I would
release the funds,

What the hell happened at the meeting on funding of the arta?
I have not heard a word,

Keep well.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




February 21, 1977

Dr. Harry Barron

MNational Foundation For Jewish Culture
122 E. 42nd Street

New York, N. Y. 10017

Dear Harry:

I read the page and a half on publications, It's a ten-minute throw-
together which indicates that the office has done no real thinking in
this area over the past year. There ls no information as to the or-
ganization of the Scholar's Press; there is no information as to how
thd various dissertation series are now being handled; there is no
indication who should decide what should be subsidiced and why.

To say that I am disappointed would be an understatement. One of
the reasons we have had this under fire for two yearp le that youn
have not taken hold and done the spade work, 1 'i%!lﬂi this vague
mishmash up another time and [ am abashed at having gotten the ap-
proval of the Foundation's Board to a publications program which
has not been taken any further. Please do the following:

1) Basic research into the Scholar's Press and the various disser-
tation serles, the editors' cost of publication etc.

2) Discussions with local academice as to the specific andience for
such a dissertation series, suggested committee etc.

1 remain unlmpressed by the funding of material by senlor men in
the fleld except In one area, the publication o#a true research tool
such as the Yiddish Dictlonary. FPlease see that the above is done
before our meeting.

Sincerely,

Danlel Jeremy Silver
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PUBLICATIONS

At the 1975 meeting of the Academic Advisory Council it was recom-
mended that the National Foundation begin to support a publications program.
It was suggested that $20,000 be allocated to this program to De spent over
five years. Initially, the intention was to provide two gwards a year for
deserving manuscripts, one by an established scholar and one by a younger
academic. There were serious reservatlons about this approach from the begin-
ning, dealing as much with the substance of a program of this nature as with
the difficulties of selection and administration., The following are descriptions

of alternative programs that might be considered.

Scholarly Publications Program

The objective of this program would be to permit the publication of a
limited number of works of excellence through participation in required subsi-
dizutiun"ﬁ:f be considered for this program a manuscript would already have Lo
had been accepted for publication by a reputable publisher of scholarly materiala
(e.g. & university presa) and to have been submitted for review by the Academic
Advisory Council. A sub-committee of the Academic¢ Advisory Council might be
established for the screening process.

A number of stipulations might be desirable in administering a program
such ag the one described. For instance, the Foundation might in no case provide
more than a stated proportion of the amount needed for subsldization purposes-
one-third or one-half, and no grant should be larger than $1,500 - $2,000 (7).
The Foundation might also wish to make a claim on royalties.

It should be noted that such a program would be criticized by at least
one group, the American Academy for Jewish Research, which feels 1t already hus

a program of this nature and that funds for this purpose should be funnelled

through them.
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Disseration Series
It has also been suggested that we sponsor a publications series of
deserving doctoral dissertations. In this connection, it has been suggested

{f® link-up with organizations such as the Scholamy Press which could publish

these works inexpensively. We would need to define the cbjectives of a progran
of this pature; are we trying to assist deserving young scholars to advance In
their academie careers by allowing them to publish, or are we more concemed
with seeing that first rate academic work is published?

Assuming we do define the cbjectives, Wk difficulties that need to be
Luken into account are tnat selection of these materials would be occuring ul
n manuscript level, prior to acceptance by any publisher and the sereening thal
implies, This might mean a heavier workload for the Academic Advisory Council.
In addition, some feeling has been indicated that scholars have a much greuter

preference, to the exclusion of any other altemative, for publication by

"pume" publishers and might not welcome the arrangement.




NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE

122 BAST 4280 STRLET * NEW YORE, M.y 10017 . 490-22R0

March 17, 1977

Rabbi Samuel Z. Fishman

B'nai B'rith Hillel Foundations
1640 Fhode Island Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20036

Dear Rabbi Fishman:

Thank you for your recent letter setting forth your plans
for a new edition of the Catalogue of Jewlsh Studles in Ameri-
can Colleges and Universiilies.

We have given careful consideration to the matter and re-
gretfully must advise you that we cannot at this time participate
in the funding of this project. Our commitments in other direc-
tions preclude the funding of this publication.

I regret our inability to be of help to you at this time,
If you have not already done g0, you might want to explore the
possibility of some assistance from the Council of Jewish Federa-
tions and Welfare Fundas whose Committee on College Youth and
Faculty might find it feasible to participate in this venture.

Every good wish.

Sincerely,

Harry I. Barron
Executive Director

dbs
ae: Prof. Marvin Fox
Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver /




NATIONAL F'DUNDATI'DH FOR JEWISH CULTURE

122 EAST 42N0 STREET NEW YORKE, M. Y. 10017 . 490-22R0

March 17, 1977

Dr. Nehum M. Sarna, Treasurer

Asgociatlion for Jewlsh Studles
Brandeis University
Waltham, Mass., 02154

Dear Dr. Sarna:

I have your letter of March 9th regarding volume two
of the AJSreview.

We shall plan to send you the requested first payment
of $5,000 within the next few weeks. Meanwhile, it would
be appreciated if you would furnish us with a statement on
your evaluation of the first volume, and some report on
the fiscal operation and distribution of volume one. You
will recall that one of the conditions of our grant to the
Aggociation for this project was for there to be some assess-
ment of the first volume before our commitment for succeed-

ing grants.

Sincerely,

Harry 1. Barron
Executive Director

dba '/"
ac: Marvin Fox
Rabbl Daniel Jeremy Silver




NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE

122 EaST d2MD STRELT . MEW YORK, M. Y. 10017 ' 490-2280

March 17, 1977

Dr. Robert Gordis
Jewlsh Theological Seminary of America

3080 Broadway
New York, NY 10027

Dear Dr. Gordis:

Many thanks for your prompt return of the Summary Rating
Sheets on the grants applications which you were good emough to

examine,

It is good to know that you are planning to attend the
meeting of the Academic Advisory Council on March 28th. I know
that your participation will be of genuine benefit. We shall
understand if you are a bit late., Incidentally, two other mem-
bers will be coming in from Cleveland that morning ( Dr. Bernard
Martin and Dr. Deniel Jeremy Silver). Perhaps you will even be
coming on the same plane.

I have noted your suggestion about including a question
on the application form regarding education in specifically
Jewish institutions. At one time the application form contained
guch an item which was subsequently dropped in favor of the item
on the top of page 2, "Other Relevant Education". Most appli-
cants list their specifically Jewish education in this section.

In response to your question about the confidentiality of
the evaluations, the conly identification is made among the mem-
bers of the Academic Advisory Council when they discuss a parti-
cular application. This information is not ever disclosed to
anyone else.

1'm looking forward to seeing you on March 28th. Thank you
again for your help.

Sincerely,

Harry I. Barron
Executive Ddrector

dba /
ec: Dr. Daniel Jeremy Silver




March 30, 1977

Dr. Harry Barron

National Foundation For Jewish Culture
122 East 42nd Streem

New York, N. Y. 10017

Dear Harry:

I thought yesterday went exceptionally well. The group of young
scholars was a good cross gection. With the exception of Orlinsky,
they were a much quleter lot. The conversation on the book pros-
pect was appropriate and to the point. [ am not at all unhappy with
the decilslon not to proceed.

I know the amount of paper work this meeting entails. Clearly, the
procedures we have now adopted are adequate with two exceptions;

1) There must be enough pamphlets of the three A's and two A's
and one B applications so that averyone at the table can have a set.

2) We muost make sure that theses prospectos' which are more
than ten pages in length are xeroxed and mailed to the three ori-
ginal readers. The alternate proposal that the longer papers be
sent back to applicants for resubmission would cause us to lose
more time than simply xeroxing a few extra pages.

Abe Atik handled himself well. Please express my thanks to him.
As always, my thanks to you for your help,

My expenses to New York were $220. Hope to see you soon,

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Sllver




6/22/76 Marc D. Rotstein

1 spoke on the phone with Mr. Rotstein to learn about his present
gtatus. He has been discussing his situation with Professor Marvin
Fox who feels that he ought to give up his teaching assistantship for
next yvear and devote himself entirely to his dissertation (with the

exception of his teaching at the Hebrew Collete). He has discussed
the matter of a reduced teaching load with Dr, Grad and the details

are to be worked out shortly. He indicated that he has completed
about 30 pages of his dissertation which have been approved by
Professor Friedlander. Unfortunately, Professor F. will be going
back to Israel shortly but arrangements have been made for him to
receive through Dr. Fox the new chapters to be written by Mr. R.
Professor Brandwein will be returning to Brandeis this Fall but he
has not seen any of Mr, Rotstein's material and Dr, Fox has inti-
mated he will be the intermediary with Dr. Brandwein on Mr. R's
behalf. Mr. R. stated that he may be facing increased responsibil-
ities toward the end of the coming year because his wife is newly
pregnant with the second child. When I explained that it would be
impossible for the NFIC to approximate the $8,000 he had requested
in his application, Mr, R. quickly assented and stated that if the
Foundation could grant him $3,500, he would undertake to borrow the
rest.




May 12, 1977
Marc D, Rotstein

76 Blomerth Street
Malden, Mass, 02148

Natinnal Foundation ior
Jewish Culture,

122 East 42nd Street
New York, N.Y. 10017

Pear Dr, Barron,

Less than Iour months ago, my first progress report was submitted to
the [oundation, Looking it over prior to composing this second report,

I note, with an ironic sense of bemusement, how incorrigibly optimistic I
spunded, particularly with respect to the likelihood of completing the entire
first draft by the beginning o: June. There is nothing comparable to the
bracing task of writing as a measure, not only of ocne's intellectual pProwess,
but as a lesson in humility and self-estimation. Time has obviously become
the predominant factor in all of my calculations; I have, almost unconsciously,
began to measure my progress in terms of the number of checks remaining until
my National ‘oundation grant runs out. This has provided both an unexpected
impetus, and a cause for distress. For as my work made its inevitable twists
and turns, backward and forward, (as shall be elaborated below,) I could not
help feeling that I might be disappointing those who have lent me their ango ing
support. In the middle of May, I stand ready to complete the second of four
projected chapters. Though on the surface this may sound like an indication
o1 moderate progress, a closer look may reveal otherwise,

The first chapter which I had been working on, the details of whose progress
were outlined in my January report, was regarded from the cutset as the seminal
part of the whole. As such, it was considered by both Drs. Friedlander and
Brandwein as meritting the most attention; in terms of approach to the original

text and the presentation of the thesis, The method which each of the twe has

adopted toward the evolution of the work presented to them, is another factor
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which T have learned to tale into account in gauging the nrogress of

the dissertation., While Dr, Brandwein nrefers mal:ing detailed conments

on @ach section which he reads, often indenendently of comments nade on
previous sections, Dr. Friedlander waits to have an entire chapter before
hin and to malte coamments on the whole; in terms of integration of materials,
treatment, matters of style, technique and other substantive observations,

Consequently, when I made my comments, in the January rerort, concer-
ning the immediacy of completing the sixth, and last section of the initial
chapter, I did not take into account the fact that considerable ammendations
(mostly additions,) will be called for by my advisors. Thus, the sixth
seqment, instead of containing a projected 20 pagec, now contains 26,
with a proportional increase in the number of pages of notes, Further,
to nroperly support conclusions reached in the last section, substantive
changes were also called for in sections three, four and five.

This exchange toolk the form of meetings held with Dr. Brandwein on
January 21, when the original draft of the last section was presented, and
again on February 15, nine days after having completed the second version
of that section., Dr. Friedlander's reply to section #6 came on January
26, I mailed him a rewritten version on February B, Work on the second
chapter, tentatively titled "Irony in the Structure of a Single Short
Story; A Study of Hirbet Hiz'ah, began shortly after my meeting with Dr,
Brandwein. The firsr section of that chpater was completed on March 10,
(with a copy mailed to Israel on that date,) and was followed by a meeting
with Dr. Brandwein on the 24th. Dr. Friedlander's reply, indicating the
need for minor changes, came on the 21st of !March, Working at an increased
pace, a shorter section was completed two weeks later, on the 28th of March,
A discussion on this and earlier sections of my work was held with Dr. Fried-
lander on two occasions, on Anril 5 and on the 1l4th., A meeting during which

the same subject was again raised, was held in Dr, Brandwain's home on the

20th of that month.
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An unexpected turn of events allowed me to spend Passover in Israel
this past month; an ocassion which I shall use to great advantage on behalf
oi my dissertation, The worsening condition of my wife's mother and her
hospitalization, coupled with my in-law's desire to see their new grand-daugh-
ter, prompted my father=in-law to sponsor aur trip to Israel for a three
week period. It was during that time that I had arranged to meet with Dr,
“riedlander for lengthy discussisns on the progress ol my work, Wwhile there,
[ spent a good deal of time at the archives of the G'nazim Institute in
Tel-Aviv, making valuable additions to my bibliographic files, I was asto-
nished to discovdr how many items were unavailable to me in the libraries
with whieh I am assoclated; (Brandeis and Hebrew College,) among which were
stories and articles that may very well compell me to reassess some points
which I had taken for granted, and have even included in my written material,

Since the National foundation fellowship funds are scheduled to run out
in June, I was again counting upon a Summer teaching position at Hebrew College,
However, curricular exigencies and other considerations have obviated this
alternative; consequently depriving me of a significant component of my
livelihood, May I add parenthetically, that however unpleasant, be it noted
that an Instructor's salary at this college can simply not provide for even
the basic needs of a family of four, with but a single provider. lor even
after five years of teaching, it is still necessary for a person in my posi=-
tion to seek additional sources of income to supplement one's paltry earnings.
As an illustration, I may point out that my net earnings for the calander
year 1976, (taking Summer work into account,) were 5800 shy of the 510,000
figure, Though it may not have been significant, my Summer earnings for the
past few years have clearly spelled the difference between 'just making it',
and 'barely making ends meet',

Looking at my situation more optimistically, I must admit that given

three months totally free of any academic commitments, is very welcome news
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to someone for whom time is of the essence, It will allow me to push forward
my tentative deadline for the completion of the writing process to Decenmber.
(Calculating progress at the rate of three months per chapter, and barring,
of course, any unforseen delays.) With this in mind, and once again asking
your forgiveness for taxing your generosity, I would like to appeal Tor an
extension of my grant for a duration and in a manner which the board deems
advisable, I hope that this progress report and the circumstances ocutlined
herein, will satisfy the advisory committee as to the legitimacy of this
request, and will hasten a decision on the matter,

May I thank you again for your generosity and encouraging support
throughout this past year, and for helping me bring my dissertation all the

more closer to its ultimate realization,

I remain 5in¢ere%y,

.-'-I- -— e
il e £, L 2,

e -

Marc David Rotstein




NATIONAL FDUHDATIGH FOR JEWISH CULTURE

122 EAST 42ND STREET NEW YORK, W.¥. 10017 . 490-2280

May 16, 1977

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver

The Temple

University Circle at Silver Park
Cleveland, Ohio 44106

Dear Dan:

I am enclosing some materials on Marc D. Rotstein
who is a current grantee working on his dissertation at
Brandeis on The Ironic Sub-Structure in the Short Stories of
S. Yizhar.

When Mr, Rotstein submitted his progress report in

January, he expressed the hope that he might be able to com-
plete his work by September and wondered whether the NFJC
would be willing to extend our grant ($3, 500) for the three
months of July, August and September, In my reply to him,
1 indicated that we could not give him any assurance on this
since our meager financial resources were heavily taxed this
year, We have now received his May progress report and it
is evident that he is having guite a struggle to complete his
dissertation in the face of financial pressures,.

What he is asking for is approximately $1,000 to
carry him over the summer so that he can finish the disser-
tation. What is your opinion?

ry
E:I{H{:'I.lﬂ'!."ﬂ Director




Marvin Fox

Wice-Fresident

Frank T
University of Toronto

B¢ rmlary-Tresssrer
Mahum M. Sarna

fadior, ARl Mewilener
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University of California
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ASSOCIATION FOR JEWISH STUDI

Charles Berlin
May 9, 1977 Harvard University

Widener Library M
Cambridge, Magsachusetts 02138
617-495-1985

Dr. Harry I. Barron

National Foundation for Jewish Culture
122 East 42nd St.

Hew York, H. Y. 10017

Dear Harry:

1 must ask you to Enrgiuéziur the very long delay in replying to

your letter of March 17, 1977 to Dr. Hahum M. Sarna. Dr. Sarna

turned the letter over to me for reply, since the A.J.5. Review

is in my hands. Unfortunately, this has been a very difficult

time for me because of the critical illness of my very aged mother,
and many of my mormal duties have suffered because I have spent so
much time travelling back and forth te Chicage. 1 am sure you will
understand and I hope the delay has not caused any unusual difficulcy.

Let me try to answer each of the questions which you raise in your
letter concerning Volume I of the A.J.S5. Review. First, as to the
fiscal operation, The cost of producing the volume was $14,502.40.
This does not include the postage and distribution costs which were
fully absorbed by the publisher. To offset some of the cost, we
increased our dues by 55.00 so as to help pay for the journmal.

900 volumes were distributed automatically to all members of the A.J.S.
whose current dues were fully paid. This 900 volume distribution
represents an income of $4500. This $4500 together with the $10,000
subsidy which was provided for us through the National Foundation for
Jewish Culture covered the entire cost of production, It is expected
that there will be additional volumes sold through the publisher to
libraries and individuals. At this point, we do not have figures
available for such individual sales, but we know that they have been
rather small. The Review will be announced in the forthcoming
catalogue of Ktav Publishing House and we assume that this will generate
some sales, This answers the question you asked concerning both the
fiscal operation and the distribution of the volume.

You also asked for an evaluation of the volume. Naturally, you may
view my report as that of an interested party, since I am both President
of the A.J.5. and a member of the Editorial Board of the A.J.S. Review.
Nevertheless, I believe my evaluation 1is objective, and I should like

to add that it represents not only my own personal viewa but reaponses
that we have received from our membership and from scholars in the

field in many places. By any standard, this volume must be judged
as a serious contribution to scholarship in our field. It covers a
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wide range of subject matter, just as the field itself covers a wide range.
It includes studies of biblical themes and moves all the way to aspects of
recent American Jewish History. It seems to me that this volume gives a
remarkable view of the range and scope of Jewish studies in the contemporary
world.

As a matter of policy, we tried in this first volume to make place, in
particular, for younger scholars and for people relatively new to the field
who had special contributions to make. We take special pride in the fact that
we have provided a scholarly forum for these people, and are pleased that the
quality of their work satisfies phe highest standards of rigorous scholarship.
We hope to continue this policy¥including younger scholars regularly in our
publication, though we shall now have less hesitation about urging Senior
scholars to share their work with us. For example, we had decided that members
of the Editorial Board should not publish in the first volume in order to
prevent the appearance of a house organ. There will be very little in the
second volume by members of the Editorial Board. From that point on, however,
we shall certainly invite our own Editorial Board to contribute freely to the
A.J.5. Review, it being fully understood that their work will undergo the same
critical reading and evaluation as that of every other contributor,

1f we have any single concern as we evaluate this first volume, it is over the
problem of the great diversity of subject matter dealt with in the A.J.S5. Review,
There are some who would like to see us devote individual volumes to a single
topic or a single area of study. There are things to be said in favor of this
proposal, but to do so would mean to reduce the interest of that volume from
the totality of our membership to that segment which works in the particular
field in question. There may be no totally satisfactory solutiom to this
problem. Our Editorial Board will be discussing it very carefully when it next
meets in the Fall. I cannot venture now to predict what policy decisions will
be taken, but it is my own feeling that the virtues of wide scope and diversicy
of eontent outweigh the defects.

All in all, we are very satisfied indeed with our work thus far. Certainly,
our intention is to continue to improve the review, to push it toward an even
higher standard and to include within its pages the work of the ablest scholars
we can publish of whatever age and of whatever intellectual persuasion.

I hope that 1 have provided you with a sufficient answer to the questions which
you raised in your letter. If there is any further information which you would
like to have, we would certainly be happy to provide it. It would help us

greatly in moving forward in the publication of Volume II, if it were possible

for you to forward to us the first payment of $5000 which you made reference to

in your letter. We continue to be profoundly grateful to you and the National
Foundation For Jewish Culture for the whole range of help which you have extended
to us. Without your help we could not have begun to provide the range and qualicy
of services to the community of Jewish scholars that it has been our privilege to
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offer. We are all deeply in your debt, and I hope you will extend our
thanks to the Board of the Natiocnal Foundation and to its officers for

the confidence which they have shown in the Association for Jewish Studies
and the support they have extended to us.

Sincerely yours,

Marvin Fox
President




NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE

122 EasT 42MD STHEET . NEW YOoRE, N, ¥, 10017 . 490-2280

May 12, 1977

Rabbi Daniel J. Silver

The Temple

University Circle at Silver Park
Cleveland, Ohio 44106

Dear Dan:

The enclosed letter from Marvin Fox arrived today in response
to my note of March 17th to Nahum Sama, copy of which we sent you
at the time. Are you in favor of our now releasing the $5,000 to the
AJ87? Are there some comments that yvou would like to make on Fox's
statement regarding the AJS Review? Flease let me know at your early
opportunity so that I can follow it up.

I have had a couple of calls from Marvin Herzog growing out of
a session I had with one of our rejected applicants this year, who as I
remember, was turned down largely because there was question on the
part of some members of the Academic Advisory Council as to whether
he would be able to get the kind of supervision he needs on his disser-
tation research from the History Department at Columbia. His disser-
tation project involves a study of the Jewish Community of Navarre,
Spain prior to the expulsion at the end of the 15th century, One of his
referees was a non-Jew who readily conceded that he is not qualified to
judge the applicant's Judaic knowledge.

When I talked with the applicant who wanted to know why he had
been rejected, I explained some of this to him. He readily admitted that
there i8 no one at Columbia who could guide him on his dissertation re-
search. Had Zvi Ankori remained, he would have been very helpful. I
asked whether he had discussed the possibility of getting an outside per-
son to serve on his dissertation committee and indicated such people as
Yerushalmi and Feldman both of whom have worked with Spanish archival
materials, He said that he had spoken with Yerushalmi who was rather
short with him saying that he had given him more time than he usually
gives his own students.

When Marvin Herzog called me about this applicant, he spoke
about the concern that he has about the lack of adegquate faculty at
Columbia in this branch of Jewish Studies and asked whether we would
be willing to write a letter to the appropriate Columbia officials express-
ing our concern about this lack as we perceive it in connection with
applicants who apply to us.
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(I recalled that two years ago one of the people we had approved for
a Summer Stipend decided to transfer to Harvard from Columbia be-
cause there would not be a suitable faculty person to guide him in
his field of specialization. He has since spent two additional years
at Harvard and is now to receive a Summer Stipend from us to help
him with his comprehensive examinations there,)

I expressed some question to Herzog about intruding our-
selves in such an approach to Columbia but suggested that he should
think about the matter further and talk with me again. Today he called
to tell me that he thought there might be some movement at Columbia
in the next few months and hopes to be able to share some of the de-
tails in the near future. He continues to think it would be helpful if
we would write but he didn't press me about it today. He is still
concerned about the rejected applicant and wondered whether we
could help him in some way. I told him that as far as the NF]JC is
concerned we cannot reverse our earlier decision. I promised to look
around for some other resources,

Any comments ?

I see that you are not planning to come to the June 15th Board
meeting. Is there some special reason that you can share with me?
Can you be persuaded to reconsider?

Why don't you call me collect so that we can talk about several
of these items and trv to take care of mﬂ quickly, All the best,

ek Hajry. 1. JBarron
enc, Executive Director




Rr. Harry L. Barron

National Fouandation For Jewish Calture
122 E. 42nd Street

New York, N. Y. 10017

Dear Harry:

In reply to your various letters: Marc Rotstein, in effect, is asking
for an increase in his grant from $3500 to $4500. How did we arrive
at the figure of $3500 in the first place? What are your feelings about
increasing a grant on the basis of a plea of need? Are we not opening
& Pandora's box? Clearly, this man will not finlsh hls thesis in Sep=
tember and his problems will continue. I feel that we ought to take a
tough line on such requests, but [ wounld be interested to know how and

why we cut his $8, 000 request down to $3, 500,

On a happier note, I find Fox's letter satisfactory and, generally, share
his agsesament of the first volume. The AJS has acted responsibly and
I would now release $5,000 we promised for the second year. It has
been money well spent and by the end of our granting period the JQR
will be forgotten and & new and a better journal have emerged. By the
way, Fox's letter should be shared with our Board.

On the Herzog matter, it is common practice for a aniverasity to hire
gulduteide person to supervise a doctoral candidate when competent
guidance is not available within the faculty. My own thesis was com-
pleted that way. The Univerasity of Chicago paid Solomon Zeitlin to
work with me. No university can expect to have experts in all arecas
where graduates may want to work. It would be inappropriate for us
to intrude. What really intriguned me was Yerushalmi's cort dismissal
of this man. Is this devoted work in the interests of the advancement
of Jewish scholarship, and how much time does he spend with his own
men?

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver
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June 3, 1977

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver

The Temple

University Cirecle at Silver Park
Cleveland, Ohic 44106

Dear Dan:

I'm sorry that we missed each other on the phone today. I1'd wanted
to talk with you in particular about the NFJC Board meeting on June 15th.

I kmow you advised us some time ago that you would not be able to
be here but I am hoping that you might now find it possible to attend
after all. As you will see from the materials that have been sent out
in advance of the meeting, a major item for conslderation and action will
be Amos Comay's report and recommendations regarding the creation of a
granta program for the arts., I would not want this to go through by
default or through inadequate consideration of the pertinent points of
view. I would partlioularly urge you to teke part In this discussion,

The Board is also being called on to approve the recommendations of
the Academic Advisory Council on the grants awards for 1977-78. It would
be good if you could make a presentation on this.

Apropos of the above, I sat in on a session the other day sponsored
by the American section of the World Jewlsh Congress on the future of
Jewlsh Studiea in colleges and universities. The major speakers were
Marvin Fox and Arthur Hertszberg. More questions were raised than answered
but it struck me again - as it has so many times - that the NFJC ought to
agsert an initistive at thiz time in having a thoroughgoing examination
made of the whole subject of Jewish Studles: where we stand; what are the
needs; and what steps should be taken. It certainly has a bearing on our

academic grante program.

The reason 1 am writing this letter is that I shall be In Washington
for a number of days and won't have a chance to talk with you on the phone.
When I get back to New York around June 8th I'll give you a ring. Mean-
while, please give some thought to the possibility of your attending the
Board meeting on June 15th. Warm/ragards.

I;& rron
Executive Director

dbs
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December 10, 1976

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver

The Temple

University Circle at Silver Park
Cleveland, Ohio 44106

Dear Dan:

When we recently talked about the article you plan to write on
the Foundation's grants program, you asked that I furnish you with
some of the details that you might not have at hand,

I am not too sure about the kinds of material that you would
want but I am enclosing several items that might serve as "starters”.

1- The list of persons who served on the NFJC Academic
Advisory Council from 1968 until 1976. As you will see,
there have been 25 persons. The customary term is 3
years although there have been some exceptions. Baron
and Wolfson were honorary chairmen and Solomon Zeitlin
is now an honorary member. I am sure you know the
fields and institutional affiliations of all the individuals
in case you want to include them,

2- Grants breakdown., This tabulation is on an annual basis
with the exception of the period 1961 to 1970 where some
of our data for individual years are not readily available,
The categories should be clear: "Fellowships" refers to the
doctoral dissertation grants; Grants-in-Aid are mostly post-
doctoral grants to individuals; “Special Agency" are grants
for agency-sponsored projects such as to the Congress for
Jewish Culture, The Great Yiddish Dicticnary Committeea,
Conference on Jewish Philosophy, Association for Jewish
Studies, etc. "Publications" are for a variety of projects
to individuals as well as organizations to make possible
actual publications. A partial list of these is attached.

In addition, there are such grants as the one to the
Association for Jewish Studies for the AJS Review, Summer
Stipends began only in 1975-76 so that thus far there have
been only 18,
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3- Lists of pre-doctoral grants, grants-in-aid, and summer
stipends, There are 2 cumulative lists for the years 1961-
1974; a list of pre-doctoral grants for 1975-1977, and a
list of the 18 summer stipends.

I hope this will be of some beginning help. Let me know
what other kinds of information you would like to have, Best re=
gards.

o~
Cordially,
§ o ""J

ek Harry 1.
encs, Executive Director






