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NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 
122 EAST 42ND STaEET NEW YOllK, N. Y, 10017 • 490-2280 

June 7, 1974 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

Your letters arrived while I was on the West Coast. Let me comment 
on them briefly: 

1. I can't understand your saying that we ·n~glected to send 
you the letters of support on the Altschuler, Cohen and 
Wertheimer applications. Our records indicate that we 
sent you the various letters of reference and I daresay 
that you will find them attached to the material we sent you. 
However, I am enclosing another set of the letters of 
reference. 

2. As to the suggestion that you proceed with the journal 
project and approach Arnie Band, It is felt by Mike 
Zeltzer and Earl Morse that it would be premature and 
inappropriate to do so until the Reassessment Committee 
has completed its work and makes its report and recommenda­
tions. Do you feel that you can make informal exploratory 
soundings without firm commitments? 

3. We had a meeting on June 5th with two representatives each 
from the American Association for Jewish Education, 
Institute for Jewish Life, CJFWF and the NFJC. The idea of 
merger or. fusion is obviously attractive to some people. I 

, tried to decelerate the notion, pointing out some of the 
dangers and limitations and suggesting instead that we look 
first at the needs before a consideration of structure. It was 
decided to put together an inventory of the needs as seen by 

" each of the qrou1,.sas well as the present functions which might 
• serve as as· spr:ing:mrd for the next discussion. The suggestion 
, was made that some "outside" person put this together after 

some interviews with the heads of the three different groups. 
Sid Vincent's name was suggested for this job. We 're going 
to have to talk this over pretty carefully at the June 18th 
Executive Committee meeting. 
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Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver June 7, 1974 

gb 
Encs. 

4. Earl Morse has suggested that we change the place for our 
June 18th meeting. He feels that the NFJC conference room 
is too small and uncomfortable. He has reserved Conference 
Room A (10th floor) at the UHC building. I haven't yet 
notified people: it may not be as convenient a spot for the 
out-of-towners. Your reply card just came in this morning. 
I notice that you say you will "try to" attend this meeting. We 
set the date only after Sid said he checked it out with you. 
I do hope you will seriously try to get in for it. 

5. I am sending along some materials regarding the application 
of Dr. William M. Glicksman. You will remember that he 
has been submitting this application for a number of years and 
been turned down each time until we gave him some slight 
hope this year with your letter of April 17, 19 74. As you see, 
he has now come back with this offer from The Advertisers Press. 
It impresses me very much as a vanity job and I can't see us 
putting up $2,900 for such a purpose. What is your suggestion? 

6. Enclosed is our check for $145 as per your expense statement. 

All the best. 

t1'-s.lln-r-'I \ I . Barron 
Execu e Director 



.... 

Dr. Harry Barron 
National FoGDdatlon For Jewlab Culture 
122 Eaat 42nd Str•et 
New York, N. Y. 10017 

Dear Harry: 

Yoar letter arrived tbl• mornln1. 

Jane 10, 1974 

l) Tbe varlo111 letter• of reference were not attacbed to their application•. 
Even the NFJC office aometime1 make• clerical error• - I know mlne 
doe• . 

. 
ZLl am not prepared to make "informal exploratory aoonding• wi bout 
flrm commitment•'' with Arnie Band. I am ~repared to talk with him 
once a firm commitment without atrln1• i• agreed on by the NFJC and 
only then. You will deetroy every opportunity for a meanln1fal break­
tbroa1b lf Mlke Zeltzer'• concept of review la adopted. It l• either 
10 or no 10. 

3) If yoa are already talkln1 of having Sidney Vincent esplore area• of 
cooperation and/or coordlnatlon between the Inatlt11te, the A••oclation 
aDd a• yoa are a lon1 way down tbe pike toward• a major commltment. 
Sldaey can force any l••ue. The que•tlon l• are yoa ready for that klnd 
of approach. 

4) I fally lDtend to be at tbe meetln1 on tbe l8tb. The place l1 lmmaterlal. 

S) I a1ree tbat we 0111ht to dl•co11ra1e Gllckaman and not be part of tbla 
klnd of vanlty andertakln1. Wby not •imply tell blm that we are dl•con­
tln11ln1 tbe anderwrltln1 of any pabllcatlon antll oar commlttee on pab­
ll•bln1 aabmlt• a fall report? 

6) Tbank yoa. 
A• alway•, 

DJS:mp Danlel Jeremy Sliver 



College of tbe Liberal Arts 

Department of En~liah 
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Mr.Harry I.B3rron, Exe~ut ~ve t ire«tor 
National Found~tion for Je wish Sulture 

122 East 42nd Street 
New York, N.Y. 1 017 

Dear Mr.Barron: 

Last December a number of academics met t ogether in 

Chicago and decided th~t a need existed for a modest jo urnal 

devoted to American Jewish Studies, especi a lly Amer i can Jewish 

Literature. Cut of this me 0ting came Rn advisory board, composed 

of Sheldon Grebstein, ~llen Gutmann, l rving Howe, Irv i ng Ma lin, 

Sanford Pinsker, Mos es ~ischin, and :~ on .;:1nders, with several 

more added since then - Lillian Schli s sel and ~~rah B.Cohen. 

I was asked to be editor. 
~arly this year I sent out a 0ne-page f lyer (copy 

enclosed) to some two hunfred pe?ple who teach \mer i can Jewish 

Stud i es or are interested partiopan t s, edi tn r s , and s o on . 1_I1h e 

response has been overwhelming. At this point there is no doubt 

that we will go forward. I alre-dy have material in hand for 

several i .~ sues. As to what wiJl be included, t he fl yer i ndic a tes 

the areas I suggested; naturally t he j ournal wi ll r ef l cet both 

the needs and interests of t he re :1d.e r .shi p , and m:1y ch·1nc;e em­

phasis as we go along. 
I am writing to .-J.s k foe your sup ort. 1· . > bring out 

a qualit y ~ournal,about $3noo or 14000 wi ll be n.e~ed f or the 

first ye:--,. r. It is our hope -:.. nd expec :.a t ion that th e j ourn :11 wi ll 

be self-s t~,"' porting in the s':: c0nd ye a r. I 2-m e . losing a copy of 

the flyer, an d I a m also enclos i ne a copy of my ~ew book , 0 n ·, ej ~c 

Jewish , w h i ch w i 11 out i :i e.. f i__ r t :r r i ~ t i ,, c o f ~ n , 000 in a VJ eek 

or so, to show you my profe s s ional com ~et 0nce. I ~ss ume you kn ow 

some of t ~e other name s on the ~dvms or y boa r d . I h ~p e you will be 

able to help this j ournal get under wa y. I look f orwa r d to hearing 

from you very soon. I 

~in'J¾(O(ui1lJ~{v--, 
_;Janiel 'dql den 
Ass oc iate rl rofe, ,s or 

I 

I 

I 

I 

• 

I 

: 
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STUDIES IN AMERICAN JEWISH LITERATURE 

\~~ \." ADV I SORY BOARD 

-, ~ She I don Grebste in 
A I I an Guttmann 
Irving Howe 
I rv i ng Ma I in 
S<Jr.ford Pinsker 
1·1oses Risch in 
Ror.21ld Sanders 

EDITORIAL 

This ts the first issue of a new publi­
cation. In view of the way in which 
Jewish academia has ignored American 
Jewish materials, it seemed necessary 
to a number of people in the field to 
provide a medium for c~mmuntcatton. 
Hopefully, as interest rises, these 
"pagt?~ '' \'!i I I descr i he research In 
progress, succinct book reviews, notices 
of meetings, and reports of new publi­
cations, ft lms, slld~s, etc. To that 
end, al I are invited to send the editor 
brief resumes of work in progress, 100 
word book reviews, and notices of 
meetings which wil I be coming up of 
significance to those in American 
Jewlsh Literature. It might aiso be 
useful to note articles pub I ished. If 
you want articles (short or abridged) 
in these pages too, please make your 
wishes known. At this point there 
ses~s to be no consensus. At thG same 
tlme, it would be good to know tf this 
form~t is OK, if a 4-page format is 
accGp7able, if you want a logo, and so 
on. Pl€zse - just a note from you. The 
work of compt lat ion wi I I be done here 
but your cooperation is needed, and 
wil I be very appreciated. 

Daniel Walden, Editor 
Department of English 
Pennsylvanfa State University 
University Park, Pa. 16802 

Vo I . I , No. I 
February, 1974 

NOTES 

Although the title now reads 
Studies In American Jewish Liter­
ature there is a question in the 
editor's mind as to whether the 
tit I e shou Id be b,,oadened to 
American Jewish Studies. Your 
opinions would be appreciated. 

On Saturday, March 23, 1974, 
Towson State College wi I I host a 
conference on Multt-Ethnic Lit­
erature in the United States. 
For information write to Prof. 
Evelyn Avery, English, Towson 
State Co I I eoe, Towson, Md. In-
c i denta I ly it should be me ntioned 
that a new society on Multi-Ethn!t 
Lite~ature ln tho U.S. ca~e into 
ex i stenc0 at the recent MLA. Con­
t.Jc ~· Prof. Katherine Nev,rr. Z! n, 
Eng I i sh, \!!est Chester State; Co I I c 

The NEMLA, Apri I 4-6, 1974, at 
Penn State University, wi I I in­
clude several panels on A~s rican 
Jewish Literature, Yiddis h Lit­
erature, etc. For general info 
on NEMLA contact Prof. Err.-:: t 
Hofer, Exec. Sec., NEMLA, ~~ ~v. 

of Mass., Amherst, Mass. 0 1002. 

SEND NEWS. SEND NOTES. SEND BOOK REVIEWS OR ARTICLES. SEND NOTICES OF r-,~EET I NSS, 

TALKS, APPEARANCES, WORK IN PROGRESS. 

STUDIES IN AMERICAN JEWISH LITERATURE 

• 
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)!'. Daniel Jereny Silver 
Acci-:¾errii c Advi r-;cry Cou.,cil 

Ju11e 26, 1974 

;la,ticnal FounJation for }ewi~h Culture 
122 last u2nd 8treet 
:ew Ycrk, :J. Y. l C-:10 ~ 7 

Jear Dr. ~ilver: 

D 1 •• lJ • • ·1 • ' ., t • h. • t r. i'1l. .ia:1 ,J ic r~ sma!1 ..1..e '1.e exar:uns . is rnanuscnn 
" 

on the nhil.:L'1thronic in~ti tutions establi8hed bv the J e-.1s of Eastern 
- . .. 

-Europe, and I was i~ryr8~sed by his research and h:~ nresentation of 

t ~e subject. When !)Ubli~hed, the work will certainly reflect credit 

0:1 the life and spirituality of those co:TUnunities wiich tragically 

are no longer in exi~te:1ce. 

The cost of publication na~urally exceeds anything he can 

afford. He ca'1 barely pay the cost of tra~slating the ~anuscript 

into aiglish; it is now in Yiddish. Dr. Glicksman tells ne that 

he anolied tc the Foundation for help in the publication; and, if 

the Foun:iatio:i can exte ~rl suc:1 nelp, it will be perfor.ninJ a great 

mitzvah. I am sure the nroject has your sym~athy. 

With tha1ks for your interest, 

Sincerely -yours, 

/ _., / :::(;w,,. ~y)_ 
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PHILIP W. LOWN SCHOOL 

BRANDEIS UNIVERSITY 

WALTHAM. MASSACHUSETTS 02154 

OF NEAR EASTERN AND JUDAIC STUDIES 
Graduate Center for Contemporary ]f'wi~lr St,.ciies 
(617) 647-2641 

r,:r. Harry Baron 
rJational Foundation for Jeuish Culture 
122 East 42nd Street 
New York, IJew York 10017 

Dear r-~r. Baron: 

July 10, 1974 

I am writine in order to solicit your support for a 
project which I believe is i~portant. 

Thousands of Jewisl1 students are currently enrolled 
for courses of Jewish Studies at ~niversities in this country. As 
yet, we know very little as to the background causes and the fu­
ture motivations that are responsible for the decision of these 
students to study Hebrew, Yiddish ana other Judaic courses. I 
have begun to investigate this r.1atter. neeting with students 
of the Near Eastern and Judaic -Studies Department of Brandeis, 

_ I have developed a questionnaire desicned to yield information 
on this matter. ?~ext fall, I will be able to adr.1inister tLis 
questionnaire to o.11 students of the Brandeis !Jear I:astern and 
Judaic Studies Dep2rt~ent and also to students of other foreirn 
languaces (French, Spanish, Russian and Ger~an) at Brandeis to 
get so~e information as to the identity of students who choose 
NOT to study lie bre 1d. Next sprinp-, I he.Ve 2rran[ed to aCr:iini s ter 
the que3tionnaire tc Hebrew students at tl1e followinf universities: 

StHIY 

Ohio ~tate Universitv . , 

UCLA 

f1innesota 

Tenple University 

Cornell Universjty 

The University of Michi~an at Ann Arbor 

The University of Wisconsin 

The University of Pennsylvania 

I hope to receive a positive response from the University of Texas 
as well. 



• • • 

- . -

2 uly 10, 1974 

If :'ou are interested, I will be rl2c to mal:e a forr::21 
request fer su~port. I judre ~Y needs to be fer ~5.000.00 (Eesearch asst., Co~puter nid etc.) 

SPW/dl 

I look fcrwArd to hearinr- fror. you. 

Sincerely, 

~_j /(lo~.., 
Saul P. ~-.ra.chs 
Asnistant Professor 

. . 
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FEDERATIONS AND WELFARE FUNDS, INC. 

NATIONAL OFFICE: 315 PARK AVENUE SOUTH, NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10010 

July 12, 1974 

Mr. Earl Morse 
National Foundation for Jewish Culture 

122 East 42 Street 
New York, N. Y. 10017 

Dear Earl: 

TELEPHONE : AREA CODE 212, 4573-8200 
C ADLE : COUNCILFED, NEW YORK 

P .. ESIOENT 

.. AYMOND EPSTEIN, CHICAGO 

VICE-PRESIDENTS 

MONlY BERGER , MONTREAL 

LEWIS D . COLE, LOUISVILLE 

GEORGE HEYMAN, JR. , NEW YORK 

JACQUELINE LEVINE, METROPOLITAN N . J. 

MORRIS L . LEVINSON , NEW YORK 

MORTON L. MANDEL , CLEVELAND 

EDWARD SANDERS, LOS ANGELES 

MRS . BERNARD SCHAENEN, DALL.AS 

HON, NOCHEM S . WINNET, PHILADELPHIA 

SECRETARY 

MRS, M , EDWIN WEINER, CLEVELAND 

TREASURER 

CHARLES GOODALL, TULSA 

EXECUTIVE VICE, PRESIDENT 

PHILIP BERNSTEIN 

ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR 

CHARLES Zll!IBELL 

I have been out of the city almost continuously since your letter 

of June 24 arrived and I understand that you are still out of the country. 

I know that Sid Vincent has met with Harry Barron, and I have talked 

with Sid following that discussion. 

Our standard practice is to submit findings with regard to any 

organizatio~, to that organization before they are publicized. I took 

it for granted that this would be done likewise in this instance. 

As for the rest of the process, my understanding has been that 

we will evolve that together after we review jointly Sid Vincent's 

findings. 

With warmest regards. 

Cordial!}', 

Philip Bernstein 

1 B:md 
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NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 
122 EAST 42ND STREET 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 

• 

University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 10017 • 490-2280 

July 15, 197 4 

Welcome back~ I hope the trip was pleasant as well as rewarding. I 
am sure it was an eye-opener for the clergymen. 

In the welter of mail that you have probably gone through by this time, 
you may have seen a copy of Earl Morse• s letter to Phil Bernstein following 
up the NFJC Executive Committee discussion. Today, we received Phil I s 
reply, a copy of which is enclosed. It was predictable. 

A week before last, Sidney Vincent came in to meet with Isaac Toubin 
and me preliminary to his drawing up plans for conducting the "Inventory". 
In the course of our conversation, Isaac reminded Sid that he had never 
quite understood why Sid had urged him and me to voice our objections to 
the proposed Institute for Jewish Life just prior to its creation; and that when 
Isaac did in fact speak out he discovered that Sid was firmly committed to 
the creation of the Institute. I also mentioned to Sid that I had been baffled 
by this. Sid blew up. I had never seen him behave the way he did. He 
interpreted our remarks as impugning his integrity and said that in the cir­
cumstances he could not think of taking on the assignment which Phil had 
asked him to do. 

Despite all our efforts to calm him down and resume the discussion, he 
brusquely took his departure with the statement that he had a previously 
scheduled appointment. That appointment was with Phil Bernstein. I sub­
sequently reached Sid by phone at his daughter's home. He was still smarting 
from our earlier session. In response to my inquiry, he informed me that he 
had told Phil about our earlier meeting and said that he could not take on the 
assignment. Phil, he reported, tried to dissuade him, pointing out that this 
would be most embarrassing to him since he had already made an announce­
ment about Sid's doing the Inventory at the CJFWF' s Quarterly Board Meeting 
in L.A. After a lengthy meeting between the two of them, the matter was 

COUNCIL OF JEWISH CULTURAL AGENCIES 
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Confe;rence on Je~ish Social _Studies • Congress for Jewish Culture • Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds • Dropsie University 
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Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver -2- July 15, 197 4 

left undecided and Sid was to give it some further thought. I have heard 
nothing further from Sid. 

*************** 

On an entirely different matter, I am attaching a letter and its enclosure 
from Daniel Walden of Penn State University asking for support to help bring 
out a "modest journal devoted to American Jewish Studies, especially Ameri­
can Jewish Literature." Before I undertake to reply to him, I'd like to get 
your reactions. And while we are on the subject of journals, Charles Berlin 
sent me a copy of his letter to you about getting together to discuss the 
matter referred to in your note to Amie Band. When you get a chance, please 
send me a copy of that letter so that we have a record of it here. When would 
you like to set up the meeting with the AJS people in Cambridge? 

I hope you will be able to attend the next meeting of the Reassessment 
Committee, August 3-4. Perhaps by that time you will have taken care of 
most of your summer weddings. There is a bare chance of my stopping off at 
Cleveland next week. I'm going to be in Columbus to go over with them 
their new Council for Jewish Culture. Sid Vincent mentioned something about 
the programs which Cleveland has undertaken stimulated by the Institute for 
Jewish Life, and after I had told him I vvould like to get the details first hand, 
he invited me (grudgingly?) to visit Cleveland and see for myself. So I may 
just do that while I'm on the Columbus trip. 

***************** 

I'm enclosing some of the correspondence on Dr. William Glicksman's 
book. You will note that I have written in your name since the communica­
tions were addressed to you. 

Be well. 

vhs 
Encs. 

arron 
Director 

P .s. We just received a letter from Saul P. Wachs, Assistant Professor in 
the Philip W. Lown School at Brandeis~ asking for support for a project which 
involves a questionnaire to be submitted to Jewish students enrolled in courses 
of Jewish Studies at various universities as to their motivations in enrolling 
in such courses. Let's talk about this before I respond to Wach' s letter. 
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NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 
J 22 EAST 42ND STREET • NEW YORK, N. Y. ]0017 • 490-2280 

Dr. William Glicksman 
1315 North 75th Street 
Philadelphia, Penna. 19151 

Dear Dr. Glicksman: 

July 16, 1974 

Please excuse the delay in replying to your earlier I 
correspondence regarding possible assistance by the Founda-
tion in financing the publication of your book on the philan- I 
thropic institutions established by the Jews of Eastern Europe. 
I have just returned from abroad and this is the first opportu- I 

nity I have had to write you. I 
At a·· recent meeting of the Foundation's Executive f 

Committee it was decided that for the. time being the Foundation • 
would not offer grants-in-aid for publicq.tions pending a 
thorough review by a spe~ial Publications Committee on the 
needs in this area. It is expected that the entire question 
of Jewish scholarly publications will be explored and that 
recommendations will be made as to future Foundation policies 
and programs relating to this field. 

In view of this action, we shall not be able to do 
anything at this time about your ma nu script. If there any change 
in the situation I shall be glad to be in touch with you again . 

Every good wish. 

gb 

D~-- Jeremy Silver, Chairman 
Academic Advisory Council 
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NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 
122 EAST 42ND STREET 

Dr. Solomon Grayzel 
Garden Court Apartments 

• 

4 7th and Pine Streets 
Philadelphia, Penna. 19143 

Dear Dr. Grayzel: 

NEW YORK, N. Y, 10017 • 490-2280 

July 16, 1974 

• 

Thank you for your kind letter of June 26th on behalf of Dr. William 
Glicksman. 

I regret the delay in replying but I was out of the country when your 
letter arrived and I have only now returned. 

As I have just explained to Dr. Glicksman, the Foundation's Executive 
Committee has discontinued for the time being our grants-in-aid program 
and has instructed a special committee to explore the entire matter of 
Jewish scholarly publications needs and programs and to submit recommenda­
tious fot fututt: a(;tivlLle~ by the toundat1on in this area. It after the report 
of this committee there would seem to be some basis for reopening the matter 
of Dr. Glickman's project, we shall be glad to do so. 

Meanwhile, I might point out that the estimate which D.r. Glicksman 
furnished us from a publisher to whom he had submitted his manuscript would 
raise some question about the validity of the Foundation's becoming involved 
in this venture. Apparently, Dr. Glicksman had suggested that 200 books be 
printed for which the publisher submitted an estimate of $2,900. It is really 
rather questionable for the Foundation to invest $15 per volume for a 160-page 
book of this type whose distribution would be so limited. However, the larger 
question referred to above will have a major role in determining the ultimate 
decision as to what the Foundation will do as regards Dr. Glicksman's book. 

Thank you again for your interest. 

gb 

COUNCIL OP JEWISH CULTURAL AGENCIES 
Americ:-in Academy for Jewish Rese.irch • "metic:-in Jewish ConJ?ress • American Jewish Historlcal Society • Leo Bncck Institute • Cana<~lan I~wls~ Congreu Confercn<:c c1n Jewi h Social Studies • Congress for Jewish Culture • Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare F"unds • Drorr.te Un1vc:rs1ty llis1;19ruth lvrith of Amf:rica • Jewish A~cncy for Israel • Jewish Publication Socil'IY of America• Jcwii.h Reconsuuctionlst Foundation National Jewish Welfare Boitrd • Yeahlva University • VIVO Institute for Jewish Research 



• 

Jilly 18, 1974 

Dr. Harry L Barron 
Natlonal Foandatlon For Jewlab Caltare 
122 Eaat 42nd Street 
New York, N. Y. 10017 

Dear Har-ry: 

l. I tblnk that Walden aboald be wlabed well and told 
told that aach a recommendatlon woald bav• to come 
from our Academic Advlaory Comm(ttee wblcb meeta 
ln February of each year. I al•o think th••• people 
aboald be pat lmo contact wltb ~HS crowd wblch, 
•• Jacob• baa often told 11■, bave be1an to have prob­
lem• wlth tbelr qaarterly. Perbap• there can be 
■ome coordlnatlon of effort and flllldlng. 

2. I talked wltb Charle• Berlln and be l ■ to 1et back 
to me aboat a date. 

It wa• 100d talkln1 wltb you. Keep on top of tbe re­
••••••m•At ataff. Then'• dynamite there. 

Slllc:erely, 

Dalllel Jeremy Sllver 

DJS:mp 



NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 
122 EAST 42ND STREET • NEW YORK, N . Y. 10017 • 490-2280 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Fa.rk 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

July 26, 1974 

I am frankly mystified by your comments 
regarding Daniel Walden's request for help on a 
''modest journal devoted to American Jewish Studies, 
especially American Jewish literature". I can't 
see how bringing this to our Academic Advisory 
Council would be of any help nor how the AJS could 
be helpful to them. Do you have this confused with 
something else? 

I didn't receive a response from you to my 
postscript of July 15th regarding the inquiry from 
Itofessor Saul P. Wachs. What is your opinion 
about this? 

Best regards . 

gb 

Harry . arron 
Executi e Director 
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NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 
122 EAST 42ND STllET • NEW YOH, N. Y. 10017 • 490-2280 

July 3~, i974 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver lark 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

The enclosed is the material which 
Sid Vincent prepared for the compilation 
of data on the educational and cultural 
institutions. I would appreciate your 
reactions as far as the NFJC is concerned. 

All the best. 

gb 
Encs. 

arron 
Director 



P R O S P E C T U S 

For A Study of the Services Presently Rendered and Suggestions 
For Extended Services in the Field of Jewish Education and Culture 

The presidents and executives of the American Association for Jewish Education, 

the Institute for Jewish Life, and the National Foundation for Jewish Culture, in 

cooperation with their opposite numbers in the Council of Jewish Federations and 

Welfare Funds, have authorized an informal study to provide answers to such ques­

tions as: 

What·are the needs of the American Jewish conununity in the field of 

Jewish education and culture? t,.,~s 5 &u~C-c.o" W l~ t'-,)tT-'-'Atr 

2. To what extent and in what ways are the three named agencies contributing 

&.c.F: N ~ J ~ !.' 

4 fi,_. -n-- '-~A ? 

3. What plans do they have for meeting unmet needs -- anl what factors prevent 

their achieving such goals? 

4. How effective is the present relationship among the three agencies? Are 

there ways in which that relationship can be made more effective? 

S. Without undertaking an-extensive study, what other main agencies or re­

sources are presently (or potentially) available to meet needs in this 

field? 

The present, limited study is not designed to make recommendations for improvement 

of services in the educational~cultural field, but to supply the essential data 

and insights that will facilitate possible further planning by the leadership of 

the named organizations. 

• 
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To secure such information, each organization will be requested to submit data on 

its present structure and function, and plans and aspirations for the future. How­

ever, _the overriding aim of the study is not simply to compile an inventory of what 

is being accomplished by the agencies, but to gain an insight into how the communi­

ties of the country might most effectively be served, so that these agencies (and 

41ossibly others in the field) and the community as a whole can upgrade its work in 
~~ 

I)'}\,- f' the_ f'i ~ ~.:. 111 these agencies have as their central purpose enriching the quality I 

~, of Jewish life and helping to achieve Jewish continuit. Therefore, the data will 

~ e compiled ~ot on an agency by agency basis (though such materials will be available 

in exhibits) but by age served, field of interest, and future potential. ~~~ld You 

/ 
~ 

The underlying assumption is that the Jewish communities of America are interested 

in creating conditions where: 

-- Jewish family life, which is usually regarded as the single most potent factor 

in achieving Jewish continuity, is interfused with Jewish meaning, values, and 

tradition. 

-- A variety of formal and informal Jewish educational options are available at 

all ages and at all levels, both to promote Jewish literacy and to provide cre­

ative Jewish experiences. 

J._(_4 

for interpre;ing Jewish life are provided -- through the arts 

(serving creators, interpreters and audiences), through publications (books, 

newspapers, magazines) and the mass media in general, and through upgrading 

the Jewish content of agencies and organizations. 

\)U' ..._,vJ J_-..:5,. -

~ \}~ V 

~~L~L,;6 

,~~l -- The ''happenings" of Jewish life are preserved through imaginative archives 

and record keeping, and ongoing resea~ch is encouraged to provide continuing 

insights into and guidance about Jewish conditions and prospects. 

• 
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-- Leadership, both lay and professional, is planned for, encouraged, and developed 

in order to provide the teachers, scholars, administrators and communal leadership 

requisite to accomplish all the foregoing. 

Some areas of Jewish organizational life concerned with Jewish education and culture 

are not included in the above definitions. Most important is the religious sector, 

which has a crucial part to play in all the categories, but which does not fall within 

the scope of the present, limited study . 

• 

A questionnaire will be devised seeking to elicit the facts and the views of the 

three organizations (and possibly a few additional agencies whose work is relevant -­

primarily the National Jewish Welfare Board) as to the defined subject areas. 

The· results will be collated and the aim will be to produce a document useful to 

the three organiz~tions and the CJFWF if they decide to explore further what steps 

might be taken to serve the educational-cultural needs of the American Jewish coJJUnu­

nity more effectively. 

eps 
August 1, 1974 



• 

QUESTIONNAIRE & GUIDE FOR AGENCY INTERVIEWS 

1. A formal statement of agency purpose, goal, or mandate would be helpful. If 

this doesn't exist, how would you summarize agency objectives? 

2. The most recent report of agency activity and function, and a chart of staff 

organization, if available, would be useful. 

3. More specifically as to function, what programs does your agency presently 

conduct in each of the following areas centered on services to individuals? 

What programs would you like to initiate, given adequate resources? 

a. Jewish home and family life 

b. Pre-school children 

c. Elementary through Bar Mitzva 

d. High school youth 

e. University activities 

f. Adult education 

4. Overall services: What activities do you now carry on, or would you like 

to initiate, given adequate resources, in the following areas: 

a. Archives and record keeping 

b. Scholarships 

c. Publications 

d. Promoting the arts 

e. Programming for organizations 

f. Camps and retreats 

I• Programs of relationship with Israel 
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. 
S. In addition to the items listed in Questions 3 .and 4, what unmet needs are 

there in the educational-cultural field that you believe should be provided, 

not necessarily by your agency? . . 

6. What is your estimate of the relationship presently existing among the 

agencies active in the educational-cultural field? Do you have suggestions 

as to how they can be strengthened? 

7. To what extent have your services been utilized by communities? What plans 

do you have for making your services more fully utilized by communities? 

• 

8. Personnel to direct and administer the national educational-cultural enter-

• prise is crucial. What activities have you undertaken -- or do you con­

template -- in tl,is area? 

9. General comments ... Please feel free to comment broadly on the issues 

defined in the Prospectus. 

• 

eps 
August 1, 1974 
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Aa1a•t 1, 1974 

Dr. Harry I. Barron 
National Foandatlon For Jewl•b Caltllre 
122 F:ast 42nd StNtet 

New York, N. Y. 10017 

Dear Harry: 

I tblnk I would respond at ructurally rather than aabstantt~ely to S. V. '• 
proapecta•. It la off base and nothing u1ef11l can result if we accept its 
atructare. 

1. Tbe need■ of the American Jewlah community in "the field or Jewish 
education and culture" are so far beyond th competence of t he1e thre 
1roap■ •• to make this broad statement of purpose laughable. 

What edacation la Jewleh? 

Who l ■ to be edacated? 

What l■ J'ewl•b caltare? 

How can one presume to define need■ for a pollty, ''the American Je i h 

commanlty, "wblcb to a lara• de1ree ulata only ln the mlnd or th F der­

atlon•. The anderlyln1 ••••mptlon l• tbat CJFWF la competent to grap­
ple wltb tbl■ problem. Tbl■ l■ qae•tlonable. Certainly t he llmit d 
pendltare• of baman reaoarc• of tbe three a1enclea repreaen a only a 
fractlon of one percent of tbe per■on• aad money spent in the field by 

ayna101a••• center■, camp•, defen•• •1•ncie•, reaearch lnatltutlali• 
etc. etc. 

Slnce SlclDey l1 DOt ••11•1tl.A1 a ma1■l•• reatadJ of tbe wbole fleld wbat 
be baa doae la to bardea tbree llttle •1•11cl•• wltb a re■pcm■lblllty tbey 
cumot poa■lblJ meet aAd a •taadard tbey cumot poaalblJ matcb. 
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Tbe qaeatlon tbat oa1bt to be aaked, 1lven the broad plctare, la wbat llmlted 
role doe• tbe FoGDdatlon play? What llmlted aadlence doe• lt aerve? What 
llmlted fanctlon• can lt valldly perform? We are a apeclallsed a1ency and 
lf we move beyond oar competence we wlll waate oar ener1le• and aqaander 
oar per■onnel. Before we en1a1e ln any aabatantlve ■tady an lnltlal reco1nl­
tlon mu■t be developed wblcb accept ■ a ■peclflc role for a• and move• from 
that klnd of esaberant rbetorlc wblch Sidney like• ao well - wblch embrace• 
everytbln1 and aolvea notblng - to tboae apeclfic pro1ram• wblcb can be ac­
compll•bed. 

Z. Dld we ln fact aatborlae tbl• •tady for the parpo•e• •a11••ted? I thoagbt 
tbat we aatborlzed tbe study (lf in fact we did •o) to dlacover if and bow we 
could me■h certain specific fllnctlona. We dld not agree to accept a respon­
eibility beyond that wbicb we already bave - to do ■o woald be ■alcidal. I 
believe tbat lt wa1 preci1ely to make recommendation• for lmprovemeDt of 
eervice• rather tban to "provlde lnaigbt to facllltate furtber planning" that 
we authorized tbe 1tudy. We are not equlpped to do tlie planning and certainly 
Pbil and Sidney c&Jlllot do it working from the seat of their pant a. 

There i1 a certain cbuzpah in all of hie. We are being inflated out of 011r 
niche by ■11cb aentences as "all these agencies bave aa tbelr central parpo•• 
enrichin1 tbe q11ality of Jewish life and belping to establish Jewi11h contlnalty''­
a misbe1otten truiam whicb Leads directly to toe predetermined concln•lon 
that the at11dy abould not be carried out on an agency by agency baeie bat ''by 
age served, field of interest and future pot ntial. 11 If tbe Federations want 
aucb a ■tudy let tbem involve all of the groups d aling with these areas. A 
atudy baaed on three agencies will end up wi h describing three little is-
land• of service in a vast ocean of need and tbe ialanda will be swamped by • 
any wind wbich Sidney and PbU wish to blow up. 

Added to tbia i.a the fact that much of our service to "Jewlah identity" is in­
direct. We do not judge scnolareblp by direct contribution to the qaallty of 
Jewiab life or a piece of ma•lc or a book on pbiloaophy by lta dlrect contri­
bution to Jewiah ldeDtlty. To force the artistic and academlc fields into 
tbe kind of client and aervic• accolUltina wltb which eoclal workers dellght 
ln ls one of the 1reat crlmea of the ao-called planning agencies and one 
wblcb we ahoald not a1re• to, 

I do not tblak you ahoald anawer tbe q11e ■tionnalre at all antil there 11 agree­
ment on a more acceptable proapecta• and ■et of 1aldellne■• 

Slncerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Sliver 

DJS:mp 

• 
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rrcs,dent 

Arnold J. Band 
University ,:,f Cal :iornia 
Los Angeles 

v,cc-l' rcsidents 

Daniel J. Elazar 
Temple L'n1versity 

Marvin Fox 
Ohio State university 

\Villiam \V. Ha!lo 
Yale L'niversity 

Mich,3Cl A. Meyer 
Hebrew '-' :' ion College -
Jewish lr~• :!•:te of Religion 

Frank Talmage 
Universi•y ~f Toronto 

Sccret,uy-T reasurer 

Nahum M. Sarna 
Brandeis Lniversity 

• 
AUG 1 91q14 

ASSOCIATION FOR JEWISH STUDIES 

14 Augllst 1974 Executive 5ecreury 

Charles Berlin 
Harvard University 
\\'idener library .\t 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138 
61 i-495-2985 

Rabbi Daniel J. Silver 
-Natiora 1 Foundation for Jewish Culture 
122 East 42nd Street 
New York, ~ew York 10017 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

Further to our conversation of 1; Au~st 19~h, I am pleased 
to submit herewith a project pronosal of the Association 
for Jewish studies and request consideration for the award 
of e grant in support of this project. 

As we indicated in our discussion, A~ has been awarded a ~rant 
of i1.~n~ (peyahle over three years) by the Memorial Foundation 
for Jewish Culture in partial support of this project. The 
Association is thus in need of an additional $ 7,6, 000 over 
the stipulated three-year period. and is turning to the 
National Foundation for Jewish Culture in the hope that it 
will be able to provide partial support of this project. 

Sincerely yours, 

Charles Berlin 
Executive Secretary 

' 

Encl. : "Judaica for College Libraries: A Guide to the 
Development of Library Resources for Jewish Studies": 
Project Proposal. 
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Rabbi Silver - page 2 

Management functions will be assumed by the Association's Executive 
Secretary and his office. Needless to say, expenses in succeeding 
years will be significantly larger d~e to increased frequency of 
publication and inflation. 

Given the much lamented lack of vehicles for the publication of the 
fruits of Jewish sc~olarship, especially acute in light of unprecedented high 

levels of study and teaching in Jewish Studies in recent years, the 
publication of such a periodical would be a significant contribution 
to Jewish culture. 

The Association herewith submits this proposal for your favorable 
consideration. 

Encl.: 

Sincerely yours, , 

(tu.t&~~-f (; __ 
Charles Berlin 
Executive Secretary 

"AJS Periodical Publication in Jewish S tud:ie s - Proposed Bud.get." 



Expenses 

Editor 

Seeretsry 

Printing 

Misc 

Total 

Income 

Sales 

Dues 

Total 

Deficit 

.. 

AJS Periodical Publication in Jewish Studies 

Proposed budget - first year 

f 7,000 

~LOO 

8ooo 

1000 

# 14,400 

1400 

# 4,400 

♦ 10,000 

( 15 hrs/wk~ ~4 ~ 
J2LO/mo x 10 s 

J2400) 

( 1000 cop.; 350 PP· bk.) 

( Libraries: 
200 cop. ~ ~15 -=-$},000 
less distributor's 50o/D = ,t l, 500 
Individuals (A.JS members): 
300 cop.@ J6. • °' l, Bo~ .. 
less distrib. cost otlf'5)0 • ff, l, 500 ) 

. . . 



NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 
122 EAST 42Np STREET 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 

• 

University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

NEW YORK, N. Y, 10017 • 490-2280 

August 15, 1974 

I thought our sessions with the AJS people in Cambridge went off 
rather well and we shall see what they come up with in their written re­
quest. 

Our subsequent discussions were also helpful. In partial follow-up, 
I am enclosing our current roster of the .Academic Advisory Council, indicating 
the year of appointment for each of the men. As you will see, four of the 
men have served continuously since 1967 (Hyman, Silberman, Sklare and 
Twersky) and two have been on since 1968 (Neusner and Rivkin). I enclose a 
list of some names of people who might be considered as replacements. No 
doubt you will have some other suggestions. In addition, we should give 
some thought to some people in the peripheral areas, such as Music, Poetry, 
Drama, etc. 

May I remind you about sending in a squib on your forthcoming book 
which we can use in our next is sue of the Reporter. 

It was real good to spend some time with you. Many thanks for your 
help. Enjoy what remains of the summer. 

ry arron 
Executive Director 

vhs 
Enc. 

P. S. -- I'm also enclosing here the brief introductory materials on Scholar­
ship and Research which served as a springboard for the discussions of the 
recent meeting of our Reassessment Committee. I would welcome your think­
ing as to what ways you see the Academic Advisory Council expanding its 
activities in these areas. 

COUNCIL OF JEWISH CULTURAL AOENCIES 
American Academy for Jewish Research • American Jewl1ti Consre11 • American Jewl1h Hl1torlcal Society • Leo Baeck ln1tllute • Canadian Jewllh Con1re11 

Confcren~c on Jewllh SQc1,1 Studlea • Con1r111 for Jewl1h Cult'4re • Council of. Jewl1h Federations and We If are Fund• • Dropsle Unlveraily 
Hl1tadruth lvrlth of America • J1wl1h ~,ency for l1rael • Jewllh Publication Society of America• Jewl1h Recon1tructionl1t Foundation 

N•tlonal Jtwllh Welfare Board • Y•hlva Unlvenlty • VIVO lnltltute for Jewish Research 



N/\TI<. )N,\l. l'OUNDATION FOR JE'NISH CULTURC 

/\<..~/\DLMIC ADVISORY COUNCIL 

1974 - 1975 

Dr. Arnold i:;t. nd I 113 
Dept. of Modern Hebrevv Lilcrd ture 
University of Californiu, Los J\ngeles 

Dr. Salo W. Baron ( Honorury) 
Professor Emeritus, Jewish History, 

Literature & Institutions 
Columbia University 

Dr. Emil L. Fackenheim 117 f 
Dept. of Philosophy 
University of Toronto 

Dr. William ·w. Hallo 1171 
Dept. of Assyriology 
Yale University 

Dr. Ben Halpern I o/71 
Dept. of Near Eastern . 

and Juda1c Stud .ies 
Brandeis University 

/ or. Arthur Hyman 171-7 
Dept. of Philosophy 
Yeshiva University 

✓or. Jacob Neusner t1'i 
Dept. of Religious Studies 
Brown University 

V Dr. Eliis Rivkin 1,,t 
Dept. of History 
Hebrew Union College -
Jewish Institute of Relgiion 

Dr. 1:ri\. .. h l,u senlh1..d 1 '1 1 ' 
Dept. o t Socio logy 
Queens College 

Dr. Nahum M. Sarna, Chairman t 113 
Dept. of Near Eastern 

and Juda.ic: Studies 
Brandeis University 

Dr . David Sid ors k y 1 413 
Dept. of Philosophy 
Colun:bi.J University 

V Dr. Lou H. Silberman ,q, 1 
Dept. of Religious Studies 
Vanderbilt University 

Dr. Marsha 11 Sklare 1_7 (, 7 
Dept. o f Near Eastern 

and Judaic Studies 
Brancieis University 

/or . Isadore Twersky I 1 (,'f 
De pt. o f Near Eastern 

La nguages and Civilizations 
Harva rd University 

Dr. Ha rry A. Wolf son (Honorary) 
Professor Emeritus, 
Hebrevv Literature and Philosophy 
Harva rd University 

Dr. Solomon Zei tlin (Honorary) 
Professor of Rabbinic Law 

ar1d Lore 
Droosie University 

Dr. Daniel Jeremy Silver, Cha irm~n 
Dr. Harry I. Barron, Secre :2:-y 
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SOME SUGGESTED NAMES FOR ACADEMIC ADVISORY COUNCIL 

ROBERT ALTER 
Professor of Comparative Literature 
University of C alifomia, Berkeley 

ALEXANDER ALTMANN 
Professor of Jewish Philosophy 
Brandeis 

CHARLES ANGOFF 
Professor Emeritus of English 
Fairleigh Dickinson 

JOSEPH BLAU 
Professor of Religion 
Columbia 

ROBERT CHAZAN 
Professor of Jewish History 
Ohio State 

MARVIN HERZOG 
Professor of Yiddish Languages 

and Culture 
Columbia 

ABRAHAM G. DUKER 
Chairman, Department of 

Jewtsh Studies 
Brooklyn 

DANIEL ELAZAR 
Professor of Political Science 
T?e~ple 
!~ 1 P~ 1 q I j,,Y 

JOSHUA FISHMAN 
Vice-President for Academic 

Affairs 
Yeshiva 

MERVIN VERBIT 
Professor of Sociology 
Brooklyn 

MARVIN FOX 
Professor of Philosophy 
Brandeis 

IRVING GREENBERG 
Chairman, Department of Jewish Studies 
City College 

LEONARD FEIN 
Professor of Near .Eastern Studies 
Brandeis 

YOSEF YERUSHALMI 
Professor of Jewish History 
Harvard 

MICHAEL MEYER 
Associate Professor of Jewish History 
HUG-Cincinnati 

YOC,HANAN MUFFS 
Seminary Professor of Bible 
Jewish Theological Seminary 

BEN -ZION NETANYAHU 
Professor of Hebrew Language and 

Literature 
Cornell 

DAVID NEIMAN 
Professor of Theology 
Boston College 
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SCHOLARSHIP 

The NFJC has from the beginning had a keen interest in the activities 

of Jewish scholarship. There is no way of assessing how deep the impact 

of the NFJC efforts, particularly through the grants program, has been on 

the development of the Jewish Studies programs, which is such a remarkable 

development on the American scene, except to know that it has been sig­

nificant. In addition to its grants program, it has served as a major source 

of information in the establishment of chairs of Jewish Studies, and played 

a vital role in the creation of the Association for Jewish Studies, which has 

now carved for itself a leadership position in its area of competence. But 

there is strong awareness that much of what is happening is not necessarily 

in response to what the real needs are. What is a Jewish Studies program? 

Should there be an effort to avoid the spread of small, weak programs, and 

conversely, to stimulate the growth of large and stronger programs? Should 

there be planning in regard to professional standards, curricula, texts, de­

grees? Should certain areas of scholarship be stimulated to meet needs that 

would not otherwise be met? In tenns of the Reassessment Committee, the 

question that needs to be answered is the degree of responsibility of the NFTC. 

Are we one among a number of agencies interested in this field? Do we have 

special responsibility for planning and coordination? 

As with other functional areas, the NFJC has conducted di~cussions 

with other interested organizations regarding developments and problems 

in this area. However, these have been on an ad hoc basis, \in d the prob­

lems are not yet being addressed. There is a variety of intereL·ts concerned 

with this field, including university administration, faculty, students, 

financial supporters (including federations) and the general comm unity which 
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is in need of some of the results of creative scholarship. Can we play an 

effective leadership role and is it our responsibility to do so? As with other 

functional efforts, activism in this area demands the time of both staff 

and laymen. 
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RESEARCH 

The area of research is similar to that of publications in that a great 

deal is taking place, but without any sense of priorities, and a great deal 

of what might need to be done is not being performed. The obvious centers 

for research work are in the universities, but there are also a number of 

organizations which are sponsoring and conducting research. In general, 

the work that takes place in the universities is determined by the scholar's 

individual interests without too much regard for what might be the priority 

needs of the community, if these could be defined. The organizations in­

volved .in sponsoring or conducting research usually have a purpose for the 

activity related to their function, such as the defense agencies' work on 

prejudice. Others, particularly agencies affiliated with the JCA, such as 
I • 

the American Academy for Jewish Research, Conference on Jewish Social 

Studies, etc., have a strong interest in research per se. 

There is at present no central planning for what is going on in research 

nor any to see that activity that might be of particular importance to the Jew­

ish comm unity is being done. The comm unity is probably in great need of 

data regarding the demography, economic status, educational accomplish­

ments, religious and communal affiliations, of Jews in America, but no-one 

has defined this need or assumed responsibility to see that it be met. 

Does the NFJC have a role in seeing that what needs to get done will 

indeed happen? Does it have a responsibility to try to bring some order of 

priorities into this field? To accomplish these goals, a fonnal structure 

with representation from many groups and individuals might need to be 

created. Assuming that it is the NFJC' s role to assist in creating and per-



• J 
4 

-2-

haps staffing this new instrument, there are further implications that would 

need to be assessed. If major research projects would be recommended, 

what is the role of the NFJC in seeing that they receive the necessary 

financi_al support? What are the implications for the NFJC 's ovm administra­

tive budget? 
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Arnold J. Band 

• ,. 

University of Cal,iorn1a 
Los Angeles 

\',ce•Prcsidcnts 

Daniel J. Elazar 

Temple University 

Marvin fox 
Ohio State University 

William W. Hallo 
Yale University 

Michael A. Meyer 
. Hebrew Union College -

Jewish Institute of Religion 

Frank Talmage 
University of Toronto 

Secret.arr-T ,euure, 

Nahum M. Sarna 
Brandeis University 

ASSOCIATION FOR JEWISH STUDIES 

14 August 1974 

~abhi ne~iel J. Silver 
~ational Foundation for Jewish Culture 
l~~ rast L2nd ~treet 
~ew York, New York 10017 

~ear Rabbi Silver: 

Charl~s Berlin 
Harvard Un i \'cr~ itr 

\\'idencr Library M 
C'!mbr idgc, ,\1assachu :i \.' t, ::- 0 ..'. , _; • 

61 7-495-2985 

Further to the meeting of Arnold Band end myself with you 

and Harry Barron on 13 August 197h, we are pleased to submit 

herewith formal application to the National Foundation for 

Jewish Culture for a grant of/J 10,000 per annum for a period 

of five years in support of the Association's publication of a periodic 

devoted to Jewish Studies. 

The Association for Jewish Studies proposes to issue, beginning in 

1975, a periodical publication devoted to all areas of Jewish 

Studies, including:Biblical Studies; Rabbinics; Jewish Literature 

and Philology, Jewish Thought, and Jewish History,- of fil periods. 

Following a policy of build i ng on strength, the Association plans 

to begin publication with a periodical appearing initially one~ 

a year and - as circumstances warrant and resources permit -

to increase frequency of appearance to three or four times a 

year. Thus, it is hoped that what will initi~lly appear es~~ 

annual will evolve into a quarterly. 

The Association hopes that within a five-year period it will t~ 

able to develop a circulation that will enable the journal to 

be self-supporting toe certain de~iree. Since the overwhelmi~ 

majority of scholars and students in Jewis~ Studies in the 

United States are members of AJS, it is not an unreasonable ~oal. 

In addition, the Association will have to develop supplementary 

sources of support to the exten t needed. 

Appended to this letter is a proposed bud~et for the first y~ar 

of publication. It should be noted tha t , in arirli.t.ion to direct 

support from A~ dues end sales income, t he Ass0~iation 1s 

absorbing the total cost of the services of a mn ,Br, ing editor . 
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Association for J~sh Studiea 

Project Proposal: 
[AvtJ I 1 ~ q 1~ 

Judaic& tor College libraries; a guide to the development or library 
resources for Jewish Studies. 

1. The proliferetion of Jewish Studies pro~ro.rns at colleges a.nd universitjes 
in the United States a~d elsewhere in recent years is a ~elcocie and 
encouraging pheno~enon. ~ssential to the success of these ~rogra;ns is 
the develop~ent oi' adeq1..:.a'te Judaic a librarJ resources. It is i.l!rpera.ti ve 
that colleges and u.,ive:::-sities be assisted in developing such library 

resources in Jewish St~clies • 
• 

2. Unfortunately there does not exist for Jewish Studies a. standard, 
authoritative bibliogra?tY which can be used by institutions as a guide for 
the devel.op~ent of libr:l...-y resources, as is the case in other areas of 
gtudy ( e .~., Voight arid Treyz, :Sco_k_s _foL._coll~~-_lij_i:~ie_s; A.":.erican 
Historical Association, .Guiq_e to_11.~st,9rical liStt~~; Wir.chell, Guide 

to Refer~~fe Eook§). 

3. The Association for Jewish Studies proposes to prepare a classified, 
annotated and graced biolicgraphic guide listing Judnicttin various la.~~uo..:;es. 
The guide will be -prepared cy ate~ of scholars represen-cing the various 
disciplines in Jewish Studies, assisted by a groU? of research assistants. 

The project director and head of the ed.i tori al board will be 

Dr. Charles Berlin, Lee M. Frie~e.."1 Bibliographer in Jud3.ica and Head 
of the Hebrew Department at the Harvard University Library. 

As an indication of its support of this project, the Harvard 
Library has agreed to provide quarters at no cost for the ~reject in the 
Library's Hebrew Depart~ent and to pennit the project's staff to utilize 
the Harvard Library's ir=tense Judaica Collection as its bibliographic 
base of operations. 

When published, the bibliography will serve as a guide to colleges 
and universities in the devel0"9~ent of Library resources to S\I!'port 
programs in Jewish Studies either already in existence ·or in the planning 
stage. 

4. Proposed project budget: 

I. Planning stage ( Year I) 

A. Editor 
B. Assistant Editor 
C. Editorial Board 

1. Dible Edi tor 
2. Rabbinics Editor 
3. History & Social Sciences Ed. 
4. Literature & Fhilolocy Editor 
5. Philosophy & Religion Editor 

$1500 
1500 

600 
600 
600 
600 
6oo 

.. 



. , 

- - • , 

I. Planning stege (Year I) - continued 

II. 

D. Secretarial Assistant 
E. Travel, 3 meetings 
1. Books & Supplies 
G. Telephone 
H. Copying services 

Total, Stage I 

Research and Preparation (Yee.rs II-III) 

A. Editor 
B. Assistant Editor 
C. Editorial Boa.rd 

1. Bible Edi tor 
Research Assistants 3~a· 6oo 

I -

2. Rabbinics Edi ~or 
Research Assistants~3 1~ 600 

3. History and Social Sciences Ed. 
Research Assistants) 6 .·a oOO 

4. Literature & Philology.Editor 
Research Assista..~ts , 4 :· n 600 

• -
5. Philogosphy & Religion Editor 

Research Assistants> 5 ~ ' 6oo 

Total, Editorial Board 
D. Secretarial Assistant 
E. Travel, Editorial Boa.rd; 3 meetings 
F. Books and Supplies 
G. Telephone 
H. Copying Services 

Total, Stage II 

GRAND TOTAL, YEARS I-III 

$2000 
2500 
300 
100 
100 

$1200 
$1800 
]200 
1800 
1200 
3600 
1200 
2400 
1200 
3000 

. 

$2,000 
2,000 

18,6oo 
6,000 
2,500 

400 
200 

~ 

ll,000 

32,000 

$43,000 

5. Upon completion of the project, the Association will t>ublish the guide. 
There have been indications of interest by various publishers, corr..~ercial 
and non-comerci~l, in co-5?onsoring publication. The possibility of editions 
in other 1.anc;usge~ will be cor.sidert;;";d at t.hat time. 

6. The Association for Jewish Studies is herewith fomally requesting a 
grant for the planning and preparation of a bibliogr~phic v,uide to the 
development of library resources in support of Jewish Studies progr~. 
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NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 
122 EAST 42ND STREET • NEW YORK, N. Y. 10017 • 490-2280 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

August 19, 1974 

As you probably know, Dr. Barron is out of the city 
this week . However, he has asked me to .forward to you the 
enclosed copies of correspondence with the Association for 
Jewish Studies. 

He will talk to you about this when he returns to the 
office. 

nb 
encs 

Kind regards. 

Sincerely, 

Doris B. Sattenstein 
Office Manager 



NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 
122 EAST 42ND STREET • NEW YORK, N. Y. 10017 • 

August 27, 1974 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, OH 44106 

-Dear Dan: 

490-2280 

The enclosed check is as per your statement of expenses 

for the trip to Boston. 

I am awaiting your reactions to the letters from Charles 

Berlin. 

As soon as I get a chance I'll fill you in on the latest 

meeting of the Board of the Institute for Jewish Life and 

related developments. 

dbs 
enc 

Warm regards. 

y Barron 
Executive Director 



• \ 

August 30, 1974 

Dr. Harry Barron 
Natlonal Foandatlon for Jewl•b Caltare 
122 E. 42nd St. 
N w York, N. Y. 10017 

D ar Harry: 

Let me diaca•• wltb you 1n tbl■ letter aeveral matter•. 

We should drop from our liat tbe four men who have aerved 
consecutively aince 1967. If thla ia agreeable I will write 
th m the appropriate note of thanks. l would suggeat aa 
st1ccessor1 Daniel El zar to aubetltate for Sklare; Yerci­
shalml to 1ubatltute for Tweraky; B rnard Martin to aub­
atltllte for Hyman and Mlcbael Myer• to eubatltate for 
Silberman. Tbla woald keep our geographic and oar 
academic balance. 

On the Cbarlea Berlin a11bmiaeion: tbere l ■ no indicatlon 
that the perlodlcal would include social tbougbt and demo­
graphy - are Sklare et al 011t? l woald prefer that there be 
an lndlcatlon tbat a aerlou attempt will be made by tbe 
Aaaoclatlon to promote diatrlbmlon of tbia Annual-Oaarterly 
aa broadly a• po••lble. Slnce an editor'• salary i ■ lncladed 
tbere oqht to be •ome juatlflcatlon that almilar acholarly 
pabliabln1 project• do lA fact pay thelr acholar-edltor. 
C rtalnly that qaeatlon wlll be ••ked at oar meetln1. 

1 trast C. B. wlll make tb••• mlnor adj11atme.Dt•. If ao I 
fiDd tbe appllcatlon acceptable and w011ld be bappy to au.bmlt 
at our next Board meetLJaa. 

A• alwaya, 

DJS:mp 
Danlel Jeremy Sllver 



NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 
122 EAST 42ND STREET • NEW YORK, N. Y. 10017 • 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

September 6, 1974 

490-2280 

By this time you may have received your own copy of the 
Program for the AJS Sixth Annual Conference at Harvard on 
October 27th and 28th, but on the chance that you have not yet 
gotten yours, I am sending along a photocopy. 

I am al together in agreement with your ideas about the 
changes to be made in members of our Academic Advisory Council. 
If you intend to write to the people (both those who are going 
off and those to be invited to come on) I would appreciate your 
sending us carbon copies for our files. For the new people, I 
would like to suggest that you indicate that in addition to 
their work in connection with the applications for grants you 
also allude to the possibility o~ their being of help to us in 
other aspects related to the whole field of Jewish scholarship 
and Jewish Studies in which the Foundation is involved. 

I concur with your observations regarding the AJS's requests 
for new projects. Do you want to write to Charles Berlin on 
this or do you want me to handle it? 

dbs 
enc 

Warm regards. 



'/:j11 
.M: Se.ion 11, Section D: (cont'd) 

• 

.SOme Methodological Problems and Aids 
• to Research in East European Jewry 
• Lucjan Dobroszycki 

YIVO Institute for Jewish Research 

Luncheon 

• President's Address 
Arnold J. Band 
University of California, l.os Angeles 

Blasine• Meeting 

~t ~' 

.M. Session III, Section A: Achievements 
and Horizons in Qumran Studies 

Chairman: Baruch A. Levine 
New York University 

Scriptural Exegesis and the Qumran Legal 
Tradition 

Lawrence Schiffman 
New Yol'k University 

Elements of Continuity and Innovation in the 
Letters and Documents of the Bar Kosiba 
Period 

Jonas Greenfield 
Hebrew University 
Visitin1 Professor, Brandeis University 

The Pretent State of Qumran Studies and the 
Bible 

Frank M. Cross 
Harvard University 

2:00 P.M. Ses.sion Ill, Section B: The Knowledge of · 
God in Modern Jewish Philosophy 

Chairman: Marvin Fox 
Brandeis University 

God as Idea and Existence in the Thought of 
Hermann Cohen 

Amos Funkcnstein 
University of California, Los Angeles 

Franz Rosenzweig's Knowledge of God Through 
History 

Gershon Greenberg 
American UniPersity 

Revelation and Dialogue in the Thought of 
Martin Buber 

Steven Katz 
Dartmouth College 

The Awareness of God in the Thought of Abraham 
Joshua Heschel: A Methodological Investigation 

Fritz Rothschild 
Jewish Theological Seminary of America 

SEP - 6Jg74 

ASSOCIATION FOR JEWISH STUUJES 

SIXTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

Harvard University 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 

October 27-28, 1974 



AU se~ will be hdd •t tlte Han,ard Faculty Club, 20 Quincy Street, C..mbridle, M•1sachutttt1. 
N + .:.:.; Mr MIC -.k -PE M 

Sunday, October 27, 197 4 

10:00 A.M. Registration; Coffee 
Meetina of AJS Board of Directon 

12: 30 P .M. Luncheon 

The Lumino111 and the Dark Mirror: 
Trmdormado111 of a Theological Concept 

Alexander Altmann 
Brandeil Univer1ity 

2:_00 P .M. Session I, Section A: The Impact of the 
State of Israel on Jewish Thought 

Chairman: Leonard J. Fein 
Brandeis University 

Galut and Redemption 
Elie7.er Berkovits 
Hebrew Theological College 

Diasporilm and llraelo-Centriarn 
Avraharn Avihai 
Hebrew University 

The Holocaust and the State of lnel: 
Their Relation 

Emil F ackenheim 
University of Toronto 

2:00 P .M. Session I, Section B: New Idioms in 
Israeli Literature (in Hebrew) 

(;hamnan: Arnold J. Band 
University of California, Lo, Angele~ 

The Poetic lcUom of Yehudah Amichai 
Robert Alter 
University of California, Berkeley 

Stylistic Devices in the Works of 
Amalia Kahana-Cannon 

Warren Bargad 
Hebrew Union College, Cincin1111ti 

I • •' • 

'• ~ I \ 

2 :00 P .M. Se&ion I, Section B: ( oont'd) 

The Poetry of Consciousness t f Natan Zach 
Arnold J. Band 

S: 00 P .M. Practica 

I:Archival Research in Judaica: 
Resources and Problems 

Chairman: Nathan M. Kaganc,ff 
American Jewish Historit·al Society 

Discussant: Zosa Szajkowski 
YIVO Institute for Jewish Research 

Response : Stanley F. Chyet 
American Jewish Archives 

U:The Shifting Roles of the Rabbi 
and the Jewish Scholar 

Chairman: Ruth R. Wisse 
McGill University 

Discussants: Arthur Green • 
University of Penn,ylvania 
Norman Lamm 
Yeshiva University 

6:30 P.M. Sherry 

7:00 P.M. Banquet 

Tribute to Professor Shalom Spieael 
Judah Goldin 
University of Pennsylvania 

Response 
Shalom Spiegel 
Jewish Theological Seminary of America 

Monday, October· 28, t 974 

• • 9:30 A.r.t. Session II. Section A: Literary Cri 
of the Bible: the Comparative Aili 
Chairman: William W. Hallo • 

Yale Clnlvenlty 

Letters, Prayers and Letter-Prayeb 
William W. Hallo 

Mesopotamian Epics aa Moclela for MIIII 
Literary Criticism 

Jeffrey H. Tigay 
University of Peruuylwatit, 

The Tukulti-Ninurta Epic and Same 
tions on Israelite Epic and Ca.emal 

Peter Machinist 
Olse Westmi Re,m,e llnlPartty 

# 

Upritic Ritual Texts and Litffature ~ 
Biblical Cult 

Baruch A. Levine 
New York Univenity 

9:30 A.M. Se~ion II, Section B: Tensiona a 
Adjustments in F.ast European l• 
Identity During the Last Decades 
the Tsarist Regime 

Chairman: Robert M. Seltzer 
Hunter College 

Simon Dubnow's Diaspora Natkamli• 
as a Respome to the Mocleraizatioll 
of Rus.sian Jewry 

Robert M. Seltzer 

Russian-Jewish Mannen and Morals • 
Reflected in Certain Late Nineteenta.. 
Century Hebrew Novels 

William Cutter 
Jlebrew Union College, Los An1dt 

Socialist Respomes to the Problem of 
Jewish Identity 

Zvi Gitelman 
University of Michigan 



NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 
122 EAST 42ND STREET • NEW YORK, N. Y. 10017 • 

September 9, 19 74 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Fark 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

490-2280 

Bernie Olshansky recently advised us that the 
Combined Jewish lbilanthropies of Boston t.: d approved 
an increased allocation to the Joint Cultural Appeal of 
$22,000 -- $5,000 more than was allocated in 1973. 
He particularly asked that I let you know about this since 
they had much guilt about the disheartening experience 
when you appeared before the Boston Board last year, a nd 
they were eager to make amends . 

So, while you couldI)..kt squeeze blood out of a 
turnip last year, your effor s were not forgotten. 

gb 



.. 

Sep ember lZ, 1974 

Mr. Bernard Olabanaky 
Combined Jewiab Pbilaotbropie• of 
Greater Boeton, Inc. 
72 Franklin Street 
Boaton, Ma••• 02110 

Dear Bernie: 

Harry tell• me tbat Boaton baa jaat increaaed its JCA 
allocationtt'9■d that you w&Ated me to know tbat my trip 
was not ln valn. I alway• enjoy being wltb you and what­
ever we do is for oar commwiltlea and dotalllone wlth 
the bope of any lmmedlate ad•anta1e, bat ln a cooper­
ative way. I am dell1bted wltb Boston•• actlon and I 
am 1ra-ceful to you.. Happy New Year. 

Slncerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Sliver 

DJS:mp 



.... • \ .... .. -' .. ' ... 

September 12. 1974 

Dr . . Harry I. Barron 
National Foundation For Jewlah Culture 
122 F.aat 42nd Street 
New York, N. Y. 10017 

Dear Harry: 

The encloaed copiee are •elf-explanatory. 

I think lt would be beet lf yoa would talk to Charle• Berlln 
privately and dlrecdy o.-er • he cblltent of my letter. There 
la no a•• ln mald . .ug any official cor.re•pondence. 

Happy New Year. 

DJS:mp 

Encl. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Sllver 



Dr. Yoaef Yeruahalml 
Profe11or of Jewlab Hlatory 
Harvard Unlverei y 
Cambrldge, Ma••· 

Dear Yoaef: 

September lZ, 1974 

The Academlc Advleory Commlttee or tbe Natlonal Fo1111datlon For 
Jewish Culture reviews all application• for acbolarahlp ald, pre­
doctoral candida ea and special reques t& which come ·o he Foun­
dation from varloua inatltutlons, publishlng houses e tc. In the 
pas c we have been able Lo award annually some eight to ten fel­
lowahlpa ln Jewiab ·Studiea, and thia year we wlll begln a program 
of provldlng awnmer • -lpenda for Pb. D. candlda_ea preparln1 for 
.. he comprebenalve examlnatlo.n. Member• of our Academic Ad­
visory Council are urned o for advice and help whenever Foun­
dation work 1.ouchea the area of scholarahlp. 

On behalf of Earl Morse, rbe Preaiden of tbe Founda Lon, and 
as Chairman of the Academic Advisory Comml ee I am pleased 
;:;o invite you to join ln our work aa a member of our c:ommLtee. 
We meet once a year ln New York to review scholarship appll­
catlona, and irregularly if and when there ls reaeon to do ao. 
The Academlc Advlaory Council l• compo•ed of aenlor academlc• 
who repreeent all tbe disclpllnea encompaeaed by the term Jewleh 
Studlea. I hope you wlll be wllllng to joln ln tbla work. May I 
hear from you. 

Wlth all 100d wlahea for he New Year I remaln 

Sincerely, 

Danlel Jeremy Sllver 

DJS:mp 



. . . • 

...... 

Dr. Bernard Martln 
~epa rtment of Rell1lon 
Caee-Weatern Reserve Unlveralty 
Cleveland, Ohlo 44106 

Dear Bernle: 

September 12, 1974 

The Academic Advl1ory Commlttee of tbe Natlonal Fo,undatlon For 
Jewlsb Culture revlewe all application• for 1cbolar1blp ald, pre­
doctoral candidates and apeclal reques t• whlch come to the Foun ... 
datlon from varloue lnat ltutlons, publiablng houses etc. In the 
pa• · we have been able to award annually some elght to ten fel­
lowships ln Jewleb· Studiee, and this year we. wlll begln a proaram 
of provldlng eummer e .. lpende for Ph.D. candldate1 preparlne for 
the comprehenalve examlnatlon. Member• of our Academic Ad­
vl10ry Council are turned t o for advlce and help whenever Foun­
dat ion work toucbea the area of acbolarahlp. 

On behalf of Earl Morse, the Prealdent of the Foundat lon, and 
aa Cbalrman of !:be Academic Advisory Commlttee I am pleaeed 
to Lnvit e you to joln ln our work as a member of our comml tee. 
We meet once a year in New York to review scholarship appll­
cat lone, and irregularly if and when i.:here is reason t o do ao. 
The Academlc Advisory Council l• compoaed of senlor academlca 
who repreaen.1: all the dlaclpllnea encompaaaed by the ~•rm Jewleb 
Studies. l hope you will be wllling to joln ln tbl■ work. May I 
hear from you. 

Wltb all 100d wlahe• for the New Year I remain 

Sincerely, 

Danlel Jeremy Sliver 

DJS:mp 



. ' 

Dr. Daniel J. Ela&ar 
Temple Univer■ ity 
Department of Sociology 
Philadelphia, Pa. 19122 

Dear Danlel: 

September 12. 1974 

Tbe Academlc Advl•ory Commlttee of be Natlonal Foundation For 
Jewlah Culture revlewa all appllcatlona for acbolarablp ald, pre­
doc .,oral candidates and epeclal request• whlch come to the Foun­
d& ·lon from varloue lnatltutlons, publlablng bousea etc. In the 
past we have been able to award annually some eight to ten fel­
lowahlpe ln Jewlah Studiea. and thl• year we wlll begln a pro1ram 
of provldlng eummer atlpends for Ph.D. candldate• preparlng for 
be compreben•lve examlnatlon. Members of our Academic Ad­

vlaory Council are t urned co for advlce and help whenever Foun­
dation work touches the area of acbolarahlp. 

On behalf of Earl Morse, tbe Pre■ident of ':he Foundation, and 
•• Cbalrman of "be Academic Advleory Commi tee I am pleased 
to lnvlte you to join ln our work as a member of our committee. 
We meet once a year ln New York o revlew scholarship appll­
cation•• and lrreg11larly if and when t here ia reason to do ao. 
The Academlc Advlaory CoWlcll 1• compoaed of aenlor academic• 
wbo repreaen 1. all the dl•cipllnea encompaa1ed by tbe term Jewlab 
Studlea. I hope you wlll be wllllng to joln ln tbl• work. May 1 
bear from you. 

Wlth all 100d wl•h•• for tbe New Year I remaln 

Slncerely, 

Danlel J'eremy Sllver 

DJ'S:mp 



•• 

er. Mar•ball Sklare 
Profea ■or of Soclology 
Wurzweller School of Social Work 
Yeahlva Univeralty 
S S Fifth Ave. 
New York, N. Y. 10003 

Dear Maraball: 

September 12, 1974 

It has been my privilege to serve wltb you on the Academlc•Ad­
vlaory Council for the paat seven years. We have done a great 
deal ln that tlme. Over $350, 000 baa been eent out to develop 
young ■cholar• and matu.re acbolarahlp and we have refined our 
procedures - a proce•• wblch atlll goes on. 

It la lmportant from tlme to tlme for every g:rou.p to rotate lt1 
Board and retire wltb gra lt11de and thanks lta moat devoted mem­
ber■• That tlme ha• come. Ofllclally on behalf of the Foundation 
and its President, Earl Moree, I want to thank you for your tlme 
and your partlclpation and, personally, may I say how much I 
cherl■h your frlend1hlp and help. Rest a1aured that I wlll con­
tinue to do all that I can to aee that a algnifican portion of 
Foandatlon monle■ are put to tbe purpoae we valae. 

I would be 1rateful for any thollghte that you may have toward• 
lncrea ■ lng the effectlvene•• of 011r work. 

Happy New Year from ho11ae to bo11ae. 

As alway•, 

Daniel Jeremy Sllver 

DJS:mp 



,. • i 

Dr. Arthur Hyman 
Profeeaor of Phlloaopby 
Yeahlva Unlverelty 
186tb and Amsterdam 
New York, N. Y. 10033 

Dear Arthur: 

September lZ, 1974 

It ha1 been my privlle1e to serve wltb you on the Academic Ad­
vlsory CotlDcll for the paet seven years. We have done a great 
deal ln that tlme. Over $350, 000 baa been sent out to develop 
yoang scholar• and mature acbolareblp and we have reflned our 

procedu.rea - a proceea whlch atlll goea on. 

It la important from tlme to _tlme for every group to rotate lte 

Board and retire wltb gratitude and thank.a lta moat devoted mem­

ber,. That tlme ha• come. Offlclally on behalf of the Foundatlon 

and ita Prealdent, Earl Morae, I want to thank you for your tlme 

and your part lclpatlon and, peraonally, may I aay how much I 

cberlab your frlendahlp and help. Reat assured that I wlll con­

tinue to do all that I can to see tbat a slgnlflcant portlon or 
Foundation monlea are put to the purpose we value. 

I would be grateful for any thought• that you may have toward• 
lnc·reaaing the effectlvene•• of our work. 

Happy New Year from hou.ae to hou.ae. 

A■ always, 

Danlel Jeremy Sllver 

DJS:mp 

,. 



' . • 

Dr. Lou H. Sllberman 
Hlllel Profe■■or of Jewlab Llterature 
and Thought 
Vanderbilt Unlveralty 
The Divinity Quadrangle 
Naabvllle, Tenn. 37203 

Dear Lou: 

September lZ, 1974 

It baa been my prlvlteae to serve wlth you on the Academlc Ad­
visory Cot111cll for the past ■even yeara. We have done a great 
deal ln that time. Over $350, 000 ha• been eent out to develop 
young scholar• and mature ecbolareblp and we have retlned our 
procedures - a procee■ wblch etlll goe• on. 

It la important from tlme to tlme for every group to rotate lta 
Board and ret ire wltb gratltude and thank• lt1 mo•t devoted mem­
bers. That time baa come. Offtclally on behalf of the Foundation 
and ita Preeldent, Earl Moree, I want to thank you for your time 
and your partlclpatlon and, per■onally, may I aay bow much I 
cherish your frlendahip and help. Reet a11ured that I wlll can­
tlnue to do all that I can to ■ee that a ■lgnlflcant po rtlon of 
Foundation monies are pu.t to tbe purpose we value. 

l would be grateful for any tbou1ht■ that yo11 may bave toward• 
lncreaelng the effectlveneee of our work. 

Happy New Year from boo•• to bouae. 

A• alway•, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



Dr. Isadore Twersky 
Professor of Hebrew Llterature 
and Pbilosopby 
Ha r va r d Unive r sity 
Cambridge. Mass. 01432 

Dea r Isadore: 

September 12, 1974 

It hae been my privilege to serve with yo11 on tbe Academic Ad ... 
viaory Council for tbe past seven years. We have done a great 
deal in that time. Over $350,000 hae been aent out to develop 
young scholars and mature echolarehlp and we have refined our 
procedures - a proceea which atlll goe• on. 

It ls important from time to time for every group to rotate it• 
Board and retlre wltb gratitu.de and thanks its moat devoted mem­
bers. That tlme baa come. Officially on behalf of the Foundation 
and lt• Prealdent, Earl Morae, I want to thank yoa for your time 
and your part icipation and, per■onally, may I aay how much I 
cherleh your friendablp and help. Reat aaaared that I will con­
tinue to do all that I can to see that a aianlficant portion of 
Foundation monies are put to the purpose we value. 

I would be 1rateful for any t houghts that you may have towards 
lncrea11ln1 the effectlvene•• of our work. 

Happy New Year from hou■e to hoa■e. 

Aa alway•, 

Daniel Jeremy Sllver 

DJS:mp 



Dr. Mlchael Meyer 
Professor of Jewl■ b History 
Hebrew Union College 
Cllf on Avenue 
Clnclnna l, Ohio 

Dear Michael: 

September 12, 1974 

The Academic Advisory Committee of tbe Natlonal Foundatlon For 
Jewl1h Culture review• all appllcatlons for acholarahlp ald, pre­
doct oral candldatea and apeclal reques • wblch come to tbe Foun­
dat ion from various lnstltutlons, publlshlng houses etc. In the 
past we have been able to award annaally •ome eight to ten fel­
lowehlpa ln Jewl•h Studlee, and thla year we wlll be1ln a proaram 
of pr·ovldlng summer • lpends for Ph.D. c•ndldate■ preparln1 for 
the comprehenalve examlnatlon. Member• of our Academlc Ad­
vlaory Co11ncll are turned o for advlce and belp whenever Foun­
dat ion work .oacbe• the area of acholarehlp. 

On behalf of Earl Morse, the Presldent of the Founda lon, and 
•• Chalrman of the Academic Advisory Committee I am pleased 
to lnvl te you to joln ln our work aa a member of oar commLtee. 
We meet once a year ln New York t o revlew scholarship appll­
catlona, and irregularly lf and when there 11 reason .:o do 10, 
The Academlc Advlaory Cowicll le compoeed of 1enlor academlca 
who repre•en all the dl1clpllne• encompa•1ed by the t.erm Jewl•b 
Studle•. I hope you wlll be wllllng to joln ln tbla work. May I 
hear from you. 

Wltb all 100d wlabe• for the New Year I remaln 

Slncerely, 

Danlel Jeremy Sliver 

DJS:mp 



EASTERN CONNECTICUT STATE COLLEGE FOUNDATION, INC. 

POST OFFICE Box 431. WILLIMANTIC. CONNECTICUT 06226 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 

J. Eugtnt Smith. Chairman 
Lucy B. Crosbit, Vice-Chairman 
Harold C. Gorm-.in , Trusurtr 

Jtromt A. Rostn. Stcrttary 

Susan A . Andtrson 
Morton Glasstr, M.D. 
Kay Roan 
Eugtne Mittelman 
Brrnice C. Nitjadlik 
Richard P. Rita 
Charles R. Webb. Jr. 
John A. Wrana 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dr. S i 1 ve r : 

December 19, 1974 

Thank you for your letter of December 11th . Your consideration of Dr, 
Levine's pending publication of The Book of the Seeker by Shem Tob 
Fa 1 aquera is g·reat ly apprec i ated-:--Thank you for forwarding my : letter 
to the National Foundation for Jewish Culture - that wilf be of real 
value I am sure. 

We shall continue the search as you suggest. Several concerned people 
have made gifts of $100 or $50 towards the fruition of the project. As 
these accumulate, we may be able to proceed with Yeshiva University Press. 
1'11 try to let you know the outcome and send you a copy of the book 
when it is available. 

With every good wish for a most pleasant holiday season, 

arker Huber 
Executive Director 

j ph :jm 
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NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 
122 EAST 42ND STREET • NEW l 'ORK, N. Y. 10017 • 490-2280 

April 15, 1975 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Members of the Executive Committee 

FROM: Earl Morse 

The Academic Advisory Council of fourteen members under 
the Chairmanship of Daniel J. Silver, has completed its review of 
the applications for grants for the academic year 1975-76. After 
a two-day session of thorough screening and evaluation, the 
Council has recommended awarding fourteen dissertation grants 
and ten summer stipends. (List enclosed). This latter type of grant 
is being offered for the first time this year and is intended to enable 
doctoral students to devote themselves in concentrated fashion to 
preparing for their comprehensive examinations. 

The amount budgeted for grants this year is $ 60, 000. The 
Academic Advisory Council 's recommendations total $60,865 but 
in all probability this amount will be reduced in the light of further 
contact with the applicants, some of whom are expecting to obtain 
financial assistance from other sources. 

Inasmuch as we do not have a meeting scheduled for either 
the Board or the Executive Committee in the next few weeks and 
since it is necessarv to notify the grantees of our decision so they 
can make apprQpriate plans for the coming .academic year, I: am 
inviting the members of the Executive Committee to respond on the 
enclosed reply card to the recommendations of the Academic 
Advisory Council. I shall very much appreciate receiving this reply 
by April 28th. 

Kindest regards. 

Encs. 



........ 

~ NAME 
~ -

c.! Biale, David J. 

Cooper, Alan M. 

Feder, David J. 

AMOUNT 
RE;qUISTED 

$ 4,000 

3,000 

3,500 

Feuerwerger, Marvin C. 2,500 

Gitin, Seymour 3,715 

Hertz, Deborah S. 3,200 

Jacobson, David 5,000 

Jaret, Charles L. 1,200 

Mintz, Alan L. 4,200 

Rubin, Gary E. 4,500 

Safran, Bezalel 6,000 

• Schulman, Jay L. 2,000 

• 

1975-1976 

DISSERTATION GRANTS RECOMME!-JDATIONS 

UNIVERSITY & 
1 )EPARTMENT 

U . of California 
History 

Ya.le,. Dept. of 
Religious Studies 

U. of Chicago 
Political Science 

Harvard, Dept. 
of Government 

HUC - JIR 

U. of Minn. 
History 

U .C .L.A. 
Near Eastern Lang. 
and Literatures 

U. of Chicago 
Sociology 

Columbia & Harvard 
Literature __ _ 

Columbia 
History 

Harvard 
Near Eastern Lang. 

SUNY 11 Binghamton 
Hi.story 

DISSERTATION TITLE 

Myth & History: Irrationalist Reinterpretation 
of Jewish History 

Biblical Poetics: A Linguistic Approach 

The Jewish Question Viewed Through the Prism of 
Early French and German Socialism 

Foreign Policy and Domestic Politics: The Role 
of American Jewry in the Definition of American 
Inta-ests and Policies Regarding the Middle East and 
Israel, 1948-1973 

A Ceramic Typology of the Late Iron II, Persian 
and Hellenistic Periods at Tell Gezer 

The Literary Salon in Berlin, 1780-1829: The Social 
History of an Intellectual Institution 

The Portrayal of Hasidism in Modern Hebrew 
Fiction 1880-1920 

Residential Mobility & Local Community Organization 
of Chicago Jews 

Professional Social Work in Sectarian Surroundings: 
the Development of Family Casework under Religious 
Auspices in the U.S., 1925-1955 

Azariah de Rossi as an Exegete of Aggadah 

An Urban History. of the Community of Granada 



NAME AMOUNT UNIVERSITY & DISSERTATION TITLE - REQUESTED DEPARTMENT 

-
Wertheimer, Jack $ 2,050 Columbia East European Jews in Germany, 1868-1914 

History 

Zaha vy, Zvee 6,000 Brown Traditions Attributed to R. Eleazar b. Azarian 
Relig . Studies in Tannaitic Lit3rature 
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SUMMER STIPENDS RECOMMENDATIONS 

1975 

($1,000 each) 

NAME 

Ariel, David S. • 

Berger, Morris B. 

Cohn, Reuven z·. 

Garfinkel, Stephen L. 

Gribetz, Beverly 

Kuperstein, Isaiah 

Magnus, Shulamith S. 

Matt, Daniel 

Miraglia, Dina D. 

Robinson, Ira 

UNIVERSITY & DEPART?vfENT 

Brandes! 
Near Eastern and Judaic Studies 

Harvard 
Near Eastern Lang. & Civilizations 

Harvard 
Near Eastern Lang. & Civilizations 

Columbia 
Middle Eastern Languages and Cultures 

Jewish Theological Seminary, Inst. for Advanced 
Study of the Humanities 

Columbia 
History 

Columbia, Graduate School of Arts & Scineces 

Brandeis 
Near Eastern & Judaic Studies 

Columbia 1 Graduate School of Arts & Sciences 

Columbia 
History 



COUNCIL OP' JEWISH P'EDERATIONS AND WELP'ARE 'FUNDS, INC. 

NATIONAL PLANNING COMMITTEE FOR JEWISH EDUCATION AND CULTURE 

Ma r ch 1 5 , 1 9 7 5 
Fairmont Hote 1 

Atlanta, Georgia 

DRAFT 

The Chairman welcomed all the participants and indicated that 
this Comm·i ttee has been charged with the res pons i bi 1 i ty to do nat i ona 1 
planning in the field of Jewish education and culture. Its membership 
consists of conmunity Federation representation plus representatives 
from the American Association for Jewish Education, National Foundation 
for Jew·ish Culture, Institute for Jewish Life, National Jewish Welfare 
Board and the Nati.onal Jewish Conference Center. He stressed that the 
outlook of the Conmittee should be that we are building on the basis 
of past accomp 1 i shments in th i.s fie 1 d and that we want to move toward 
higher levels of · performance. We are ready for a realistic and practical 
approach to meet the educational and· cultural needs of North American 
Jewry . . Background mater i a 1 made ava i lab 1 e to members of the Corrm i ttee 
includes the report - of Sidney Vincent on the three core agencies (AAJE, 
NFJC and 1JL), the reassessment report of the National Foundation for 
Jewish Culture, and the report of Arnold Gurin on the Institute for 
Jewish Life. 

A NAT I ONAL FRAMEWORK 

A first issue for consideration is the question of whether this 
field of Jewish educati_on and culture can be organized under some overal 1 
national framework. In response to the question whether we can do national 
planning without involving the religious denominational groups, it was 
pointed out that currently the AAJE has representatives of the denominations 
on its governing body. It was further indicated that the core agencies are 
all basically supported by local Federations and that this makes it possible 
to bring them together within a national framework. It -was stressed that 
whatever we do must take into account the "consumer conmunltles 11 who are 
also supporters of the agencies, and the focus should be on what services 
they . need. · 

Others felt that In reviewing the options presented to us for structur­
ing these services the conclusion was overwhelming that we should proceed 
to a blue-print which would call for the merger of the three basic agencies. 
Some felt that this point of view was already articulated at the Chicago 
General Assembly and what this Conmlttee should do Is to develop a design 
and get conmun I ty react I o·n and Input. 

There was a brief discussion of the time-table problem and although 
it was recognized that we need a substantive report by the time of the 
General Assembly, it Is not necessary that we have the total task completed. 



.. 

It was pointed out that the three agencies., since they a.re Federation 
supported, ·~ave a basic corrrnonality, yet It was clear that other Institu­
tional frameworks have to be involv_ed for ultimate imolementatlon. Therefore 

in des i gn Ing a new agency we must pay a.t tent ion to the need to deve 1 op 
progranmatlc relationships with collateral organizations and the plan 
should Include this aspect. 

Sidney Vincent stressed that the concern with this field has grown 
intense and -that there ·is imp~tience for action. It is true that structure 
is ·not everything, but . it is vital and the comnunities are hungry . for 
guidance and it can be more effectively supplied if we develop an agency 
of sufficient -size and with the resources to offer · leadership., provi_de 
service and produce change. 

AGENCY VIEWS 

The agencies were asked to express their views. 

The repr~sentat i ves • of the Nati ona ~ Foundation for Jewish Cu·I ture 
pres·ented a divided opinion-. One view was that they do not see .a n~ 
structure as the main problem. They see the linkage between the national 
and the local as of greater importance than the structure of the natl·onal 
agency_. They submitted a document which cal .led for the establ lshment of a 
Nati-ona1 · Pol icy Research Council to bring about better coordination. They 
asserted .th•t this was not a unitary field and quarreled with many of the 
assumpt f o~s set forth. • • 

The -o·ther opinion was that the time is ripe for improvement and, a 
unified structure ·can be developed to achieve the goals. There Is room for 
an expanded role of culture in Jewish survival and we are not taking 
advantage of It. The .question is how strong .the conmunitles feel •bout this . 

. Jero1~ Hoffberger, Chairman of the Institute for Jewish Life, reported 
that the word he hears from c01111lunlties is to put together the strength 
and eliminate the weakness In order to serve the con1tltuencle1 better, • 
This Conmltte• can help define the goals of th• field and th•n a blue-print 
can be devised, . Th• Igencl•1• participation alone cannot define th• 9oal1, 
this requires community participation, . Th• Institute for Jewish Life tried 
to fl 11 • pIrtlcul1r need and It' would not want to•••• · pr_o9rIm for lnnov1-
tl·on 1ban_doned, but -they have no objection to re1tructurln9· th• agency 
1ppa r1tuI. . • • 

• ·It was pointed out that this 11 • grNt ·opportunity. :The •e•·ncy, people 
respect one ·another, there 11 no acrimony, there 11 ·,t·rong 1oc1l Interest; 
and there 11 In openness to change, We must not fa _l1 to take 1dvant1ge of 
th I•, and ·. olJr • ta1 k Is to seek out the comnon purpose and method and k••P 
our ••n•• of urgency, ua l.ng. the G~n•r• I As1amb I y •• • target data . 

. 
• ••, \ ' . . / 

1 '' . 

. . 
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There ·was some concern that we could not do the basic job by next 
November. The conmunities need help and we should provide central planning 
which will really guide the conmunities. It was emphasized that we .should 
try_ to deve lc;>p a design .which examines a 11 the programs in the fie 1 d and 
not just the agencies, and then try to interrelate them. Today conmunal 
concern . in this field is greater and reflects a readiness to act, b~t 
our aspirations are a 1 so higher. The re is much ta 1 k about priority for 
this field, but it has not been acted out because of discontent locally 
and nationally. We must focus on theneedsof Jews and how to enrich their 
conmitments and understanding of Jewish convnunal life on all age levels; 
then we shou 1 d exam i.ne what we a re now doing and how we can improve it. 
We need an overview to perceive the interrelationships and to treat the 
.field as ,a unit. If we do this, we can then build the structure, decide 
the staff, arid the finances. 

COMMUNAL CONCERN AND FUNDING 

Others pointed out that the communities are impatient and dissatisfied. 
Any new entity will need to excite the conmunities so that they will support 
it. With the current structure none have been able to get the support 
required and we, therefore, need a new approach. We must recognize that 
this Conmi.ttee neei:ts to involve the large ci t ·ies to get their conmitment 
and support. We all know that there is local rigidity in patterns of 
fund i n·g and that it · wi 11 take great excitement to produce change. 

Some felt _that we can come up· with a plan by Noyember, ,specially 
if we 1 imi t our consideration to the three basic ag_enc ies. the product · 
is good and we need to act boldly because the "shareholders" are unhappy. 
There is no sanctity to the original structure and if tt-e three core agen­
cies are conmitted to merger then we can move quickly. If they ·are · 
opposed, we should know it since it might influence the direction of this 
Conmittee. The local comnunities were losing confidence in the national 
agencies in this field, but if this confidence can be restored, ·they wi 11 
come up w.i th the finances. 

Herbert Mi 1 lman, Executive · Vice-President of ... NJWB, expressed pleasure 
at being part of the · process. NJwB is glad to be aboard and It . f s proper 
that they should be there. NJWB and its centers are .beneficiaries of Federations 
and shou 1 d -_~be subject to conmun i ty disc i p 1 i ne. NJWB . cons t I tuents' re lat i onsh i p 
to Jewish education Is different from its role In Jewish culture. The Jewlsh 
Conmun i ty _Centers_ focus on exper I ence and on comprehensive programs _with great 
variety, bo··rrowfng from a11 groups. The NJWB sponsors the Jewish Book Council 
and Jewish Music Council. At this time NJWB does not seek .to b~ merged or 
absorbed or to ab$orb ·oth•rs. It Is ready to participate to strengthen the field. 

Isaac lbubln, Executive Vice-President of AAJE, indicated that he 
felt that · If AAJE had the funds, · they could do the total Job, yet there 
Is no need to maintain the name and the structure. He felt strongly that 
me'rely Improving coordination wl 11 not do the job. To achieve dram• you 
need• new·· vlstb.le ea,tlty that wou ·ld highlight the new dl_menstons of the 
problem. We ~•ve faced too many unfulfl11ed promises and we should design 
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a structure that would spell out what Is supposed to be done clearly and 
in detail, cost out the programs and present the figures for financing 
by the conrnunities. Nothing will be gained by merging the deficits of 
the three agencies. What is needed is greater resources with a probable 
cost of $3,000,000 per year. Possible annual funding should include 
$500,000 from the World Zionist Organization, $500,000 from New York City, 

-$250,000. from the _ Memorial Foundation for Jewish Culture, and ~he balance 
from Federations. 

WORKING HYPOTHESIS 

Raymond Epstein suggested that the Committee adopt as a working 
hypothesis the desirability of a single organization and to examine ·what 
we should do if we would start from scratch. We should, then, spell out 
objectives, programs, and budgets. 

Arnold Gurin stated that from the national perspective the issue 
has been how to mobilize greater resources for this field. · He saw two 
needs -- progranmatic change and innovation, including a stronger input 
into the local corrrnunity. It was his guess that new resources would have 
to come from reallocations of old resources and that is why we need the 
restructuring to produce this reallocation. 

It was also pointed out that there is need for a greater rationaliza­
tion in the ~~i -of resources in this field. Many collateral agencies are 
expending large sums -- the World Zionist Organization, the American Zionist 
Youth Foundation,· the American Jewish Corrrnittee, American Jewish Congress, 
etc. A strong national agency can help improve the picture. 

CONSENSUS 

The Chairman articulated the consensus: there is need on a national 
basis to design a new body to incorporate the goals and functions of the 
three core agencies, but not to be limited in its concerns to what these 
agencies have been doing ... to focus on services, leadership and change. 

Do we have any assurance that the 1oca1 convnunltles will fund such 
agency and use its services to meet their own needs and restructure their 
local operations? It was felt that If we limit our concerns to the existing 
organlzetlon1, we will not develop sufficient c01111lunlty clout to get financ-
ing. It was recognized that program comes first and funding must follow 
•nd that there should be no precondition regarding funding. It we1 also 
pointed out that even beyond funding there Is value In• merger to Improve 
the services and that we will have to go beyond the merger to lay out In 
specific terms the goals and objectives and to Interpret In concrete terms 
how we will do a better Job. The local comnunity will require• local 
service entity to relate to the national agency, if this Is to work, and 
the national agency may have to help reshape the local effort. We need 
substantial local convnunlty Input to tell us what It 1s they want and need, 
but It Is clear that this Planning Committee must come to communities with 
• spec If I c plan to wh I ch they can react. 
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DES I GN A PLAN 
' 

It was.~therefore, agreed that a small group should be convened to 
begin to design a plan. The goal is simply not to put the agencies to­
gether, but improving the operations and to give local services never 
before rendered. The conmun it i es .see the fragmentation and the over-
1 app i ng by the collateral .agencies and we wi 11 be able to deal with 
them better if we have a strong central operation and, hopefully, develop 
some order in the whole field. 

It is clear that what we have now is not enough and that we need 
something new and exciting. We must bring in a definition of needs 
that would correspond to the local sense of priorities and project it in 
such a way that the program is clear and engenders the confidence that 
we can develop these services. 

It was also pointed out that we can get a better conmitment of top 
lay leadership and involve prominent people in the Jewish coomunity with 
the new agency. · It was also agreed that we should consciously test the 
emerging ideas with the conmunities all along the way. 

In surrrnary, it was pointed out that we are ·not at the beg ·inning of 
a process, but in the· middle of it. A small committee will digest today's 
discussion and w:>rk up a written: proposal which will be sent to the core 
agencies and their response in reaction will then be used to ~dify the 
p_la~. The proposal s_hould then gQ to the_conmunities for their re~ction 
and by September we should have a revised draft for CJF consideration. 
It is likely that the Conrnittee would need to meet in May, if we are 
to have time to get the local conmunity reactions. 

, . 

fk 



NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 
122 EAST 42ND STREET • NEW YORK, N. Y. 10017 • 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio · 44106 

Dear Dan: 

April 7, 1975 

490-2280 

Enclosed is our check in the amount of $17 5. 00 as per your 
statement in connection with your trip here last week for the Aca­
demic Advisory Council meeting. As it turned out, you probably 
spent more time on your congregational business than on ours. 

Perhaps you have already talked with Bernie Martin about 
the sessions. All things considered, it was a good meeting and 
we came up with viable selections. Although the amounts requested 
by the applicants exceed what we had earmarked as a total, the Coun­
cil authorized me to negotiate in a number of instances so that I am 
sure we will end up well within the budget. 

Since we must get approval by the Foundation of the recom­
mendations by the Academic Advisory Council, I plan to poll the 
Executive Committee by mail which will probably be pro fonna. 

Among other recommendations made by the Council were: 
1) the convening of a one-day meeting to deal exclusively with some 
of the policy considerations (preferably early in June); 2) revisio11- of 
our application forms to provide for more specific information; and 
3) the establishment of two annual publications prizes, one for the 
publication of the best doctoral dissertation and one for assistance 
in publishing a work by an established scholar. 

We shall try to put together some drafts and send them out 
for comments and suggestions. On the matter of a meeting date in 
June, I shall welcome your suggestion. Since the recommendation 
for publication prizes involves a new project, it will require presen­
tation to the Board or the Executive Committee and you and I should 
talk about that first. 

COUNCIL OF JEWISH CULTURAL AGENCIES 
American Academy for Jewish Research • American Jewish Contrress • American Jewish Historical Society • Leo Baeck Institute • Canadian Jewish Conaress 

Conferen~e on Jewish Social Studies • Conaress for Jewish Culture • Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds • Dropsle University 
Histadruth lvrlth of America • Jewish .t\Jency for Israel • Jewish Publication Society of America • Jewl h Reconstructionist Foundation 

National Jewish Welfare Board • Yeshiva University • YIVO Institute for Jewish Research 
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Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver - 2 - April 7, 197 5 

I am enclosing for your infonnation a draft of the highlights 
of the Atlanta meeting of the National Planning Committee for 
Jewish Education and Culture prepared by Charlie Zibbell. As you 
can gather, it is somewhat slanted. The Drafting Sub-Committee 
is meeting on April 11th and when it fonnulates a document we shall 
want to react to it,·. both individually and collectively. I hope you 
won't shy away from reacting. Do let me he from you. 

ek 
enc. 

I. Barron 
Execu • e Director 




