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wWoodlands community temple

50 Worthington Road
Whita Plains. New York 10607
(914) LY 2-7070

RARR FETER RUDINSTIEIN

February 9, 1978

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver
The Temple

26000 Shaker Boulevard
Beachwood, Ohio 44122

Dear Danny,

I hopa your trip home from Memphis was uneventful and that you
arrived in Cleveland without too much disruption., I'm sure you've
heard, shortly after my return to New York, we were plagued by a
snowstorm beyond dimensions of any other in the last three decades.
1f sverything ia bigger and better in Texas, we in New York like to
have more of it. 3o unless the recent blizzard hit the mid-west as
well, we should be reaching right up towards your 76 inch mark.

1 just received the brochure from the CCAR on the Seminar at
HUC on March 13th and 14th, While I will try to attend both days,
I hope that we will have as well the opportunity to get together on
a4 more perscnal lavel. It would be our pleasure to have you for
dinner on either Monday night the 13th, or Tuesday night the l4th,
We could mold our schedule to fit yours and if there is another
evening that would be more convenient to you, please let me know.
While we would be glad to have you stay over with us, we also offer
round=trip transportation to and from the city. I hope we could
provide you an opportunity to see how the other % lives.

I hope your response will be & positive one. In any case, I'll
lock forward to seeing you at the conference in March and wish you
good luck in whatever projects you are now working. I7ll look forward

to reading some of your work on Moses. So until March, please stay
warm,

Cord jZ”/_.

Pa J. Rubinstein, Rabbi
PJR:rd




NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE |
122 £ AST 42MD STREET . NEW YORK, 8. ¥, 10017 . 490-2280

THIS LETTER SENT TO: |

Robert B. Alter, Salo W. Baron (Honorary), Joseph L. Blau,
Robert B. Gordis, Marvin I. Herzog, Samuel Z. Klausner,
Milton R. Konvitz, Harry M, Orlinsky,

Howard Sachar, Frank Talmagp: February 10, 1978
i

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

This year's meeting of our Academic Advisory Council has been
scheduled for Sunday, April 2 and Monday, April 3, at the office of
the Foundation in New York City.

Our plan is to devote Sunday afternoon (from 2:30 to 5:30) to a
consideration of several matters of broad concern to the Foundation
relative to its interest in supporting Jewish scholarship and publica-

tion. We shall reconvene Monday at 9:30 a.m. to review the grants
applications and arrive at recommendations for awards. Hopefully,

we can conclude our work by early Monday afternocon. |

The Foundation office is currently preparing the application
materials and will shortly be sending each Council member a reascnable
number of applications in his particular field of specialization.

Each application will be graded by three readers and those receiving
the highest grades will then be considered by the Academic Advisory
Council as a whole.

I do hope you will be able to be with us on April 2 and 3, and
that you will be good enough to so advise me on the enclosed reply
card. Your help is deeply appreciated. |

Sincerely, !

Daniel Jeremy Silver, Chairman
Academic Advisory Council

enc '
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Jerusal o, February 11,1378

Rabbi Deniel J.8ilwer
The Temnle

Glevelgnd, Ohio

Dear Rabbi Silver,

Maryf thanks to you for your very kind lstter of 23 Jamary,
Both Bulis snd I are always very havoy to have you here for a wisit, even if it
is as short, as it wans this tima, If this ~ives ome the ovnortunity 4o hae in
gy way of helo in the important work you undertake both for Israsl and for
the Jews at 1l @on, one can omly be erataful. Gmex Your words of vraise, thoush
aurely far beyond amything we micht have dome, are nom the less much avprecisted,

I sm englosine my dmeshter®s curriculum witas, written in
that strange lancuage usad in her orofession. I trust howewer that those cocernel
will be demmiyx duly impressed: I must comfesa that I was, never havine realized
how magh thig girl mad al™eady accommlished. I thus think that a scholarship would
be wall invested, to be later used in what we all are sirivine to des to helo
Israsl in all her needs, of which the nsycholosieal seemgnot to Be tha last,

I trust this finde vou wall, Plaase convay ™y @rsetines and very
good wid ae to all vour family as well as our common friends,

o e




New York University

Facully of Arts and Science
Depariment of Near Eastern Languages and Literatures

Hagop Kevorkian Center for Mear Eastern Studies
Washinglon Square

New York, N.Y. 10001

Telephone: (212) 598-2411

February 12, 1978

Dear Danlel,

I will, of course, be most pleased to serve on the Acade

mic Ad
Council of the Foundatlion. After all, Cleveland's ::~.n|11’l;'-1'11:!1.:i:'rfi.:L:nn":‘mlm.r:Iir
to Jewlsh culture should never bea underestimated|

I will look forward to more details, and clear the dates of the

meeting, I can see that I'm likely to be in e
15 gratifying to me to be of service, R ST T A

Sincerely,

5igi£¢£**al‘ Ci;?'ﬁéi‘***i-

Baruch Levine

Dr,.Danlel Jeremy 3ilver
Chalrman, Academic Advisory Council
National Foundation for Jewish Culture

o

2




NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE

122 EAST 420 STREET . NEW YORK, N.v. 10017 . 490-2280
February 15, 1978

Dr. Marvin Fox, Chairman
Department of Near Eastern & Judaic Studies

Brandeis University
Waltham, Mass. 02154 Y

Dear Marvin:

I am delighted that you will be serving on our Academic Advisory
Council and that we will have the benefit of your active participation in
its deliberations. I look forward to this additional opportunity to work
with you.

We have now jelled on the time frame for the meeting of the Academic
Advisory Council. We shall open with a session on Sunday, April 2, at
2:30 and run until about 5:30. Since a number of the Council members will
be coming from other parts of the country, they may welcome an evening
aoff to do whatever they want to do while they are in New York. We will
get together again on Monday morning at 9:30 o'clock to devote ourselves
to the review of grants applications. Hopefully we can complete this task
by early afternoon. All of our sessions will be held in the confarence
room at the Foundation.

on Sunday afterncon we would like to consider a number of matters
that relate to the Foundation's program in support of the field of Jewish
scholarship. Among the areas requiring consideration is the present
status of doctoral programs in the field of Jewish Studies and what the
neads are at the present time and for the immediate future. Questions are
constantly being asked regarding the continuing need of pra-doctoral
grants as they relate to career opportunities in the fiald. You are in a
particularly strategic position as president of the Association for Jewish
Studies to share with us the facts as well as your views on this entire
subject, The AJS two years age undertoock a survey of the field and again
has distributed survey guestionnaires to its members. Obviously, it will
be much too soon to expect to get any results on this latest survey but
I'm sure that you will be able to bring together the best avallable data
that can be considered by the Academic Advisory Council. I hope you will
agree and take on this assignment for presentation on the afternoon of

April 2nd.

Rabki Silver and I very much appreciate your help in this. If you
have any guestions about it, please feel free to call me collect. Warm

regards.

dba
cc: Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver




Febroary 16, 1978

Rabbi Peter J. Rubinstein
Woodlands Commauanity Temple
50 Worthington Road

White Plains, New York 10607

Dear Peter:

It turnas out that Adele will be coming with me to the seminar
and that eé‘will be there only one night. Without my know-
ledge she made some family arrangements. I have another
suggestion. I have to be in New York on Sunday and Monday,
the Znd and 3rd of April. 1have a meeting ontil aroond 5:30

Sunday afternoon at the National Foundation. Could we ar-
range to have dinner and spend some time together that
night? My meeting is scheduled to be over between five
and five-thirty, Many thanks.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE

122 EasST 42MD STREET . NEW YiRK, M. Y. 10017 . 490-2280
MEMORANDUM

THIS LETTER SENT TO:
Robert B. Alter, Marvin Fox, Robert Gordispgpruary 28. 1978
Marvin I. Herzog, Leonard Et Kravitz, 7 Ll
Baruch A. Levine, Harry M. Orlinsky,
Tp. foward Sacher, Frank Talmage, Daniel Jeremy Silver

From: Dr. Harry 1. Barron, Executive Director

The enclosed packet contains the folders of the grants applications that have
been assigned to you for review and rating. It is hoped that you will complete
this task within the next two weeks and return the Summary Rating Sheete in

the attached reply envelope at your earliest opportunity so that we can have
them by March 17th in order to enable us to duplicate the necessary materials

in time for the meeting of the Academic Advisory Council, April 2nd and 3rd.

Two copies of the Summary Rating Sheet are attached to each folder: one for

your own records and one to be returned to us. The material on each applicant

is clipped together and contains the application itself (including GRE Verbal
Score if available), school transcripts, reference statements, and in the case

of the Dissertation Grant Application, the dissertation prospectus. Our office
file for each applicant also contains at least one specimen of the individual's
written work which we have not included here because of the bulkiness but we shall

gladly send those which you would like to see if you will let us know.

The grading system we are using is: "A" - Superior' "B" - Merits Consideration;
and "C" -~ Poor or Unsatisfactory. If two of the three Preliminary Readers
grade an application "C", it will be disqualified for final consideration by
the full Academic Advisory Counecil.

It should be pointed out that the Foundation has somewhat different objectives
for these two types of awards. In the case of the Doctoral Dissertation
Fellowships, we are interested in both the individual preparing himself for an
aca ¢ career in some branch of Jewish Studies as well as in the young
scholar from other academic dlaciplines who has selected a Jewish tople for his
dissertation. In the former category, special attention should be given to the

academic background and equipment necessary for a teaching career in Jewish
Studies. In the second category, greater weight can be placed on the disserta-

tion itself, although some consideration might also be given to the possibility
of the individual's making a contribution in the future to a Jewish aspect of
his particular discipline. In evaluating the Summer Stipend Applications,

primary consideration should be given to the individual's academic record and
preparation.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate tc phone me collect. Your
help in reviewing these applications is deeply appreciated, and we look forward
to your participation in the sessions of the Academic Advisory Council. Please
return your Summary Rating Sheets as quickly as possible, and bring your
folders with the materials to the meeting on April 2nd and 3Ird.

encs




NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE

122 EAST 42M0 SVRELET - MEW YORE, M.%, 1IN 7 . 4902280

February 28, 1978

Dr. Milton R. Konvitz

16 The Byway
Ithaca, NY 14850 _

Dear Milton:

I was much disappointed to see your note to Rabbi S{lver indicating that
you have prior commitments for April 2 and I which will prevent your attendence
at our Academic Advisory Council sessions. It is unfortuante that we could not
ind a date that would be convenient for all the members of the Council. We
just had no latitude this time., We shall certainly miss youand trust that you
can be with us next time.

Although you can't be present, it iz our hope that you will agree to
review the applications which we have assigned to you. Your help will be highly
appreclated. The enclosed packet contains two folders, one for the Doctoral
Dissertation applications, and the other for the Summer Stipend (to prepare for
the comprehensive exams). The material on each applicant is clipped together
and contains the application itself (including GRE Verbal Score if available ),
achool transeripts, reference statements, and in the case of the Masertation
Grant Application, the dissertation prospectus. Our office file for each
applicant also contains at least one specimen of the individual's written work
which we have not included here because of the bulkiness but we shall gladly
send those which you would like to see if you will let us know,

The grading system we are using is: "A" Superior; "B" - Merits Considera-
tion; and "C" - Poor or Unsatisfactory. If two of the three Preliminary Readera
grade an application "C", 1t will be disqualified for final consideration by the
full Academic Advisory Council.

fou will recall that the Foundation's objectives in making these awards
differs somewhat for these two groupings. In the case of the Doctoral
Dissertation Fellowships, we are interested in both the individual preparing
himsell for an academic career in some branch of Jewlsh Studies as well as in
the young scholar from other academic disciplines who has selected & Jewlash
topic for his dissertation. In the former category, special attention should be
given to the academic background and equipment necessary for a teaching career
in Jewish Studies. In the second category, greater weight can be placed on the
dissertation 1tself, although some consideration might also be given to the
possibility of the individual's making a contribution in the future to a
Jewish aspect of his particular diseipline. In evaluating the Swmmer Stipend
Applications, primary consideration should be given to the individual's

academic record and preparation.




o . (Fep 28178

Dr. Milton R, Konvitz

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to phone me collect.
Warmest thanks again for your valuable help in reading and grading these
applications. We shall lock forward to receiving your Rating Sheete at your
earliest opportunity.

Cordially,

Harry 1. Barron
Executive Drector

enca




NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE

122 pasT 42ND STRELT . NEW YORK, N.Y. 10017 . 490- 2280
MEMORANDUM

February 28, 1978

To: Dr. Daniel Jeremy Silver

From: Dr. Harry I. Barron, Executive Direcmr,ﬁ

The enclosed packet contains the folders of the grants applications that have
been assigned to you for review and rating. It is hoped that you will complete
this task within the next two weeks and return the Summary Rating Sheets in

the attached reply envelope at your earliest opportunity sc that we can have
them by March 17th in order to enable us to duplicate the necessary materials
in time for the meeting of the Academic Advisory Council, April 2nd and 3rd.

Two copies of the Summary Rating Sheet are attached to each folder: one for

your own records and one to be returned to us. The material on each applicant

is clipped together and contains the application itself (ineluding GRE Verbal
Score if available ), school transcripts, reference statements, and in the case

of the Dissertation Grant Application, the dissertation prospectus. Our office
file for each applicant also contains at least one specimen of the individual's
written work which we have not included here because of the bulkiness but we shall

gladly send those which you would like to see if you will let us know.

The grading system we are using is: "A" - Superior' "B" - Merits Consideration;
and "C" - Poor or Unsatisfactory. If two of the three Preliminary Readers
grade an application "C", it will be disqualified for final consideration by
the full Academic Advisory Council.

It should be pointed out that the Foundation has somewhat different objectives
for these two types of awards. In the case of the Doctoral Dissertation
Fellowships, we are interested in both the individual preparing himself for an
academic career in some branch of Jewlsh Studies as well as in the young
scholar from other academic disciplines who has selected a Jewish tople for his
dissertation. In the former category, speclal attention should be glven to the
academic background and equipment neceasary for a teaching career in Jewlsh
Studies. In the second category, greater weight can be placed on the disserta-
tion itself, although some consideration might also be given to the possibility
of the individual's making a contribution in the future to a Jewish aspect of
his particular discipline. In evaluating the Summer Stipend Applications,
primary consideration should be given to the individual's academic record and
preparation.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to phone me collect. Your
help in reviewing these applications is deeply appreciated; and we lock forward
to your participation in the sessions of the Academic Advisory Council, Fleasge
return your Summary Rating Sheets as quickly as possible, and bring your
folders with the materials to the meeting on April 2nd and 3rd.

encs




ELLEN M. UMANSKY | |

B27 RIVERSIDE DRIVE - :
MEW YORK, NEW YORK 10027 1Al | AR - B. 418 '
1

Tﬁ—“‘“ WIER

March 2, 1978

Harry 1. Barron
National Foundation for
Jewish Culture
122 East 4Z2nd Street
New York, N.Y., 10017

Dear Dr. Barroni

As per our telephone conversation this morning, I have enclosged
a copy of the report which I recently wrote for my dissertation advisor,
Joseph Blau. It summarizes the research which 1 have just completed
in London and outlines the focus of my study of Lily Montagu as a
leader of Liberal Judaism in England.

The manuscripts and other relevant material which I discovered,
document the leading position which Lily Montagu held within the Anglo-
Jewish community, reflect her religious thoughts and ideas, and credit
her with having set in motion the Liberal Jewish Movement in England.
Because much of this material is in private possession, and, it seems,
will remain so, it is most important that these manuscripts be photo-
graphically copied and preserved in a library in the United States.
such a step would both ensure the preservation of these documents and
make them available to researchers other than myself,

Knowing the exact location of these materials and having met the
individuals who possess them, I feel best qualified to ensure their
photographic reproduction. I am therefore writing to ask whether the
National Foundation (or any other source of which you are aware) might
be able to provide a grant-in-aid which would enable me to fly to
England and have as much of the materials as possible put into photo-
static or microfilm form. While I find it impossible to make out a
specific budget at present, I would imagine that a round trip ticket
to London, living expenses for about two weeks, and photographically
reproducing approximately 3,000 pages of material, would not cost more
than $1,000.

I would appreciate your giving my request careful consideration
and would welcome the opportunity to discuss this with you further.

Sincerely,
Ellen Lli)@ash ;/,

Ellen Umansky
Columbia University

Enc.




Ellen M. Umansky

Department of Religion
Columbia University

I have recently returned from London, where I spent several
months researching the life and thought of Lily H. Montagu and the
role which she played in the development of Liberal Judaism in England.
In addition to interviewing over thirty men and women who Knew Miss
Montagu well, I discovered many unpublished manuscripts which not only
clarify Lily Montagu's religious ideas but also shed new light on the

origin of the Liberal Anglo-Jdewish Movement.,

While Miss Montagu published fourteen books and fourteen articles
during her lifetime (1873-1963), the manuscripts which I discovered in
London indicate that to adeguately study Lily Montagu's life and thought,
an examination of her unpublished sermons, addresses, letters and other
miscellaneous material is essential. At present, most of these manu-
scripts can only be found in London either in the archives room of the
Liberal Jewish Synagogue or in private possession. The reason for this
is that after the death of Miss Montagu's sister, Marian, in 1965,

Lily Montagu's unpublished writings were separated and given to the
Liberal Jewish Synagogue, Eric Conrad (Lily Montagu's nephew and literary
executor of her will), and Bertram Jacobs, head of the European Board

of the World Union for Progressive Judaism. Mr. Jacobs has since sent
that which was in his possession to the American Jewish Archives in

Cincinnati. It répresents the bulk (but not all) of the World Union

correspondence assumed by Lily Montagu between 1926 and 1962,




" Ellen Umansky 2

Currently in London, then, can be found the following unpublished

manuscripts by Lily Montagu:
1. In the archives room of the Liberal Jewish Synagogue

a) approximately 150 sermons and addresses dating between
1911 and 1962

b) private correspondence between Lily Montagu and Israel
Mattuck (minister of the Liberal Jewish Synagogue) from
1918-53. Many of the more than 100 letters written to
Dr. Mattuck, express Lily Montagu's fears about her own
capabilities, her feelings about traditional Jewish law and
rituval and her vision of what Liberal Judaism should be.

c¢) correspondence between Lily Montagu and Julian Morgenstern
(then President of Hebrew Union College in Cincinnati) re:
the decision of HUC's faculty and Board of Governors to give
her an honorary "Doctor of Hebrew Law" degree (1929) and
several letters regarding the early work of the World Union
for Progressive Judaism.

Z: In the private possession of Mr, Eric Conrad

a) a diary which Lily Montagu began on her thirteenth birthday,
Decembeyr 22, 1886

b) the handwritten draft of the original questionnaire written
by Lily Montagu on March 3, 1899, in which she tried to
ascertain the amount of support which she would receive
were she to form a new, sympathetic association of English
Jews (Also in Mr. Conrad's pdsession, is a carbon copy
of the typed questionnaire and a list of people to whom
it was sent).

c¢) a copy of the letter written in November, 1901, in which Miss
Montagu invited a number of prominent English Jews to a
meeting at the home of her sister, Henrietta Franklin. She
marked the letter "Private and Confidential" and on the top
of her copy wrotes "Draft of letter which started J.R.U."

d) the handwritten manuscript of the paper which Lily Montagu
read at the first J.R.U. conference (1902)

e) the carbon copy of a letter written to her brother, Louis
Montagu, on March 8, 1911, just after the death of their
father, Samuel Montagu. The letter deals with the provision
of his will which specified that Lily Montagu could not use
any of her inheritance for Liberal Jewish purposes,




"Ellen Umansky 3

3.

£)

a)

h)

a letter from Lily Montagu to the girls of her West Central
Jewish Girls®' Club (October, 1913) stating the evening
classes which would be offered that year

the draft of a letter which she wrote to an unspecified
newspaper (no date) defending her relationship with her
father

a personal letter written to Claude Montefiore on November

. 13, 1913, in which she privately criticizes him for certain

i)

K)

1)

actions which he proposed at a recent Liberal Jewish Synagogue
Council meeting

the draft of a letter written to the editors of The Nation
(December 16, 1917) re:1 a satire which they had printed

on Zionism

a series of letters (only one of which is addressed) to
be opened on the occasion of her death. They specify how
she wished all of her work to be carried out and indicate
how she wanted her money and personal possessions to be
distributed.

These letters were dateds
September 12, 1919
July 20, 1931 (addressed to Marian Montagu)
September, 1939
December, 1939
June 17, 1940
April 20, 1954

typed and handwritten instructions to her secretary detailing
all of her daily activities (19457)

an address on "Claude Montefiore as Man and Prophet" dated
July 5, 1941

In the private possession of Hans Woyda

correspondence between Lily Montagu and Bruno Woyda (Treasurer
of the World Unicn) ret World Union activities and the decision
to move its headguarters to the United States (letters dated
between 1950 and 1960)

Lily Montagu's privately published writings,which had a limited

circulation (and of which only one or two copies have been located, in

London) provide additional information on Lily Montagu's religious

thought. They include:




Ellen Umansky 4

1. Thoughts About Home, a booklet written by "LHM, MM and CPL"
(Lily H. Montagu, Marian Montagu and Constance P. Lewis),
offering quotations from a variety of sources about the impor-
tance of home life (Liberal Jewish Synagogue)

2, "A Story of the 'Black Fast'" - a devoticnal short story
printed in small pamphlet form. no date. (Liberal Jewish

Synagogue)

3. "A New Years Fantasy" small pamphlet, 19247 (Liberal Jewish
Synagogue )

4. "“Strengthen the Things That Remain". Sermon published in
pamphlet form, January 2, 1954 (Eric Conrad)

5« "A New Years Talk to Girls" -address at West Central Jewish
Girls' Club, December 30, 1911. printed in pamphlet form (Conrad)

6. lub Letters- monthly letters (most of which are sermonettes),
written by Lily Montagu to the members of her Girls' Club from"
1939-0October, 1961. Miss Hannah Feldman, a former Club member
and worker and now head of the Montagu Club, has in her private
possession, letters #3-236. An attempt to locate additional
copies of these letters (as well as letters 1 and 2) ha not
proved successful.

Other useful, unpublished or privately circulated printed material

not written by Lily Montagu are:s

l. a letter from Samuel Montagu to Ellen Montagu (Lily Montagu's
mother) dated February 27, 1875 to be opened by her after his
death (Conrad)

2, a letter by Ellen Montagu "For my children to be opened after
my death" dated April 6, 1911 (Conrad)

3. tﬁe original J.R.U. circular stating the officers, committee
mem‘hersi and objectives of the Union. Issued June 5, 1902

(Conrad

4, The circular issued "to members and friends of the J.R.U. by
the Committee” ret: the formation of an independent, liberal

synagogue, September 23, 1909 (Conrad)

5. Letters from male members of the Liberal Jewish Synagogue
Council (May, 1918) on whether or not women should be permitted
to gpeak from the pulpit. The favorable response elicited from
the majority of male members resulted in Lily Montagu's being




" Ellen Umansky S

asked to preach. She did so the following month. (Liberal
Jewish Synagogue)

6. the draft of the original constitution of the Liberal Jewish
Synagogue (Liberal Jewish Synagogue)

7. the report issued by the anti-Zionist "League of British Jews"
after ‘their first general meeting on March 14, 1918, Lionel de
Rothschild was president of the League and Lily Montagu one of
its members (Lawrence Rigal,minister of West Central Synagogue)

f, Letters to Lily Montagu res her work as a justice of the peace
written between 1920 and 1945 (Conrad)

In addition, Eric Conrad has in his possession several letters
written by Claude Montefiore to Lily Montagu. These includes
1. a fourteen page typed letter in response to her questionnaire
(April 12, 1899)
2. Letters in which Montefiore refers to Lily Montagu as the
founder of the J.R.U. These are dated: November 9, 1922;
January 18, 19267; December 15, 19287; and February, 1930,

3. Two ut?er letters of interest are dated April 16 and August 11,
(19167

A preliminary reading of these manuscripts and other documents
suggests that it was Lily Montagu, and not Claude Montefiore, who
founded the Liberal Jewish Movement in England. While Claude Montefiore
became its official "Leader," Lily Montagu nonetheless was recognized
as having originated the movement, assumed a leadership position within
it, and worked with unfailing devotion to ensure its success. Briefly
stated, my dissertation, entitled "Lily H, Montagu: Leader of Liberal
Judaism in England," proposes to focus on Miss Montagu as a modern,
Jewish religious leader. Following an introductory section on the

religious life of London Jewry in the late nineteenth century, it will

then concern itself with three major guestions: (1) How was Lily




' Ellen Umansky 6.

Montagu able to attain a prominent leadership position within the
Liberal Jewish community? (2) Why did she initiate a new religious
movement within Anglo-Jewry? What was her initial wvision and how was
this carried out? and (3) What, to Lily Montagu, did Liberal Judaism
represent and what role did she envision for herself within the Liberal

Jewish Movement?

In discussing the ways in which Lily Montagu assumed a position
of leadership, I will first look at some general factors, such as the
increasing participation of women within British public life; leadership
positions held by women within the dissenting churches; the growing
feeling that girls from wealthy families should engage in some useful
work outside of their homes; and the spread of liberal reinterpretations
of Christianity, Judaism, and more broadly, of that which constitutes
the religious life. Then, more specific factors will be considered,

Included among these aret

1. The high regard afforded the Montagu family within and outside
of the Anglo-Jewish community

2. The numerous influential people whom, through her parents, Lily
Montagu both met and befriended

3. The great amount of support and encouragement received from a
nunber of her relatives (most important of whom were her elder
sisters, Henrietta Franklin and Marian Montagu), co-workers and
friends who believed in her sincerity and capability and the
importance of her "cause.,"

4., Her early pioneering work in the British club movement which
gave her the reputation of being a dedicated, sympathetic, and
innovative young woman. Although her deep concern for Jewish
working girls may have been viewed as having overextended the
boundaries of propriety for a girl of the upper classes, the
immediate success of her Girls' Club and the leadership role
which she assumed in the British club movement generally, gave
her enough self-confidence to widen her sphere of activity.

5. The publication of numerous articles (for example, "The Condi-
tion of the Individual in a Socialist State" which appeared in




""Ellen Umansky 7.

7.

8,

the Westminster Review in 1896; "Mazzini: The Man and the
Teacher" in Fresent Day Papers in 1901; and most significantly,
"Spiritual Possibilities of Judaism Today" in the Jewish Quarterly
Review in 1899); participation in conferences on Jewish education
and on the duties of Jewish women; a booklet entitled Prayers

for Jewish Working Girls which she wrote in 1895 using both
Biblical verses and original prayers; Pravers, Psalms and Uymns
for Jewish Children edited with Theodora Davis in 19023 and

two novels (laomi's Exodus and Broken Stalks) which contrast

the old religion of externally imposed law with the new "truer"
religion of love, sympathy and communion with Godj all served to

enhance her reputation within the Anglo-Jdewish community prior
to the first meeting of the Jewish Religious Union in 1902.

Experience in leading services added to her credibility as a
religious leader. Beginning at age 19, she conducted services,
held Bible classes, and gave frequent addresses on religious
themes to members of her West Central Girls' Club. Out of these
early activities, Lily Montagu's own West Central Liberal Jewish
Congreqgation later developed and for thirty-five years, she
served as its lay minister. In addition, from 1899 until 1909
(when the J.R.U. voted to establish an independent Liberal Jewish
congregation), she led children's services in English as the

New West End Synagogue, the orthodox synagogue to which her
family belonged.

As a wealthy, unmarried woman, Lily Montagu had both the time
and the financial means to launch a new religious movement., While
her father later limited (through his will) the ways in which
her money could be spent, she nevertheless had enough financial
resources to devote herself full time to her numerous activities,
could, if necessary, privately publish sermons, addresses and

.other material and employed several secretaries who helped with

her correspondence. By remaining single, Miss Montagu adopted
as the main purpose of her life, the revitalization of Jewish
worship and the spread of Liberal Judaism throughout the world.

Later, after the J.R.U. was formed, Lily Montagu's reputation

and prestige continued to grow. She served as the Hon. Organizing
Secretary and later the President of the J.R.U. (after 1944 called
the Union of Liberal and Progressive Synagogues )j was largely
responsible for the formation of the World Union for Progressive
Judaism in 1926 and served first as its Secretary and then as

its President; acted as lay minister of the West Central Liberal
Jewlish Congregation and in 1944 was formally inducted as suchj; and
helped many Jews leave Germany prior to and during the Second
World War. She also instigated the formation of a German-Jewish
congregation in London, financially assisted and housed several

of the German refugees, and encouraged and supported those who
were interested in becoming liberal Jewish rabbis, In 1920, Lily
Montagu became one of the first female justices of the peace in
England and in 1942 was appointed Chairman of the Westminster




Ellen Umansky 8.

Juvenile Court. She founded and served as President of the
Maude Nathan Home for children; was a member of the Society

for Jews and Christians; was secretary of the Women's Industrial
Council; a member of the Executive Committee of the National
Union of Women Workers; Chairman of the Industrial Law Centrej
and co-founder of the National Organization of Girls' Clubs,

She continued to publish books and articles, most of which
focused on Jewish themes, and toured the United States with her
sister, Marian, in 1930 and 1948, These and other activities
reinforced and strengthened her leadership position.

After considering the various factors which made it possible for
Lily Montagu to assume a position of leadership, I will examine why
Miss Montagu sought to initiate a new religious movement within Anglo-
Jewry and the part which she envisioned for herself within it. The
ma jor focus of this section of the dissertation will be on her sense of
mission. Believing that Jews were witnesses to the reality of a living
God, Lily Montagu felt that it was the duty of every Jew to stand as
a witness to the truth of God's existence and the testimony inherited
from his ancestorg and passed down from generation to generation as well

as tor: "breathe into our belief the spirit of life which is taken from

God Himself."

The religious crisis which Lily Montagu underwent at the age of 15,
was precipitated by the realization that Orthodox Judaism, as she
experienced it, was merely an external, objective part of her life,
InfluencEd.hy the writings of Thomas Carlyle, George Eliot and Matthew
Arnold and the poetry of Robert Browning, William Wordsworth and others,
she began to formulate a new, inner conviction about what "real religion"
should be. Once she discovered the writings of Claude Montefiore and
found that it was possible to harmonize Judaism with this "l1iving faith,"

she decided to initiate a movement which would attract those apathetic

and indifferent Jews who had already disclaimed their Jewish mission. She
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sought, as leaders of the movement, those Orthodox and Liberal Jews
for whom Judaism already was a living faith. Her initial intention,
then, was not to form a Liberal Jewish Movement. Influenced by the
writings of Joseph Mazzini, she worked to form an association of Jews
who were in sympathy with her desire to revitalize Anglo-Jewish life.
Holding supplementary Sabbath services in hotel rooms, the J.R,U, did
not see itself as a schismatic movement. Rather, it reflected Lily
Montagu's dream of awakening within every Jew his or her own sense of

mission as a witness to the all-pervading presence of God,

Lily Montagu and Claude Montefiore gradually realized that Orthodox
opposition was forcing them to become a separate religious movement. The
narrower goal of spreading Liberal Jewish ideas and establishing a
Liberal Jewish congregation was thus added on to the original goal of
_ revitalizing Jewish life. Later, the J.R.U. became the moving force
behind a world organization whose purpose was to facilitate communication

and promote understanding among all Liberal Jewish groups,

Last, my dissertation will carefully examine what, to Lily Montagu,
Liberal Judaism meant. This will include a discussion of her major
religious ideas and concerns, the ways in which her ideas developed, and
the role which Miss Montagu envisioned for herself within the Liberal
Jewish Movement. Believing that Liberal Judaism's teachings were the
best means through which Jews could arrive at their own living faith,

Miss Montagu sought to spread those ideas in whatever way she could:
through her writings; her sermons and addresses; her efforts in establishk-
ing new Liberal congregationsjy her Club work which, she felt, enabled

working class girls to recognize their own potential and human worth;

and not least, through the example of her own life,
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While she recognized that her sense of duty, singleness of purpose
and willingness to work and make self sacrifices had thrust her into
numerous leadership positions, she refrained from speaking about her;
self as a leader. Embued with a deep sense of humility, Lily Montagu
continually minimized her achievements, and stressed instead the duty
of h91pinginth9rs. the mission of every Jew to testify to the reality
of God and to share this testimony with others, and the unigue mission
of modern women to express their particular spiritual power within

every aspect of their lives.

While it does not seem possible (nor, perhaps, desirable) to bring
the material which I discovered in London to the United States, it is
of great importance to have, in this country, photographic copies of
the writings which I have described, As documentation of the origin
of the Liberal Jewish Movement in England and as a more complete record
of the life and thought of the founder of this movement, these manu-
scripts significantly add to our present knowledge of Anglo-Jewish
history and thought. In light of the fact that at present, this material
is largely in private hands and the Liberal Anglo-Jewish community does
not appear to have any future plan for gathering this material together,
I would propose that a complete photographic record be made and pre-
served in an American library. Given the large amount of research
in Jewish studies which is undertaken in New York City, the other
historical resources available here, and Lily Montagu's own connection
with H.U.C. and the World Union for Progressive Judaism ( whose American
headquarters is in New York), I would suggest that it might be most

appropriate to house these records in the H.U.C.-J.I.R. library in

New York City,
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As T am familiar with all of the material described, know where
the documents can be located, and have already met Eric Conrad, Hannah
Feldman, Hans Woyda and John Rayner, Senior Minister of the Liberal
Jewish Synagogue, I would be most willing, should funds be made avail-
able to me, to fly to London and arrange to have these materials
photographically reproduced. Tﬁe cost of such a trip, over and above
the airplane fare, would depend on the time it would take to reproduce
this material and the cost of making either photostatic or microfilm
copies. Were this material to be available in some photographic form,
it not only would ensure the collected preservation of these writings
pbut also would greatly facilitate future research in this area under-

taken by others and myself.




Rapgrr PETer J RUBINSTEIN

March 6, 1978

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Bilver
The Temple

26000 Bhaker Blvd.
Beachwood, Ohio 44122

Dear Danny:

You're on for Sunday eveming, April 2nd.
Just let me know the address of the Hational
Foundation. I1I'll be glad to take you up to
Westchester and then back to wherever you may
want to stay that evening. Again, if it would
be convenient for you to stay with us, we
cordially extend such an invitation.

1'11l look forward to seeing you at the
Conference at HOC.

Feter J. Rubinstein, Rabbl




509 West 1li4th Street, #87
New York, New York 10025
March 6, 1978

Dr. Harry Barron

National Foundation for Jewish Culture
122 East 42nd Street

New York, New York 10017

Dear Dr. Barron,

As you know, 1 have been the holder of a National Foundation for
Jewish Culture Fellowship for 1977-78, which was a deferral of

my 1976-77 award from the Foundation, for work on my dissertation
on “"The Effects of Urbanization on the Jews of Vienna, 1880-151L4,"
at Columbia University.

As you know Irom the Progress Report which I recently sent the
Foundation, I am currently analyzing the computer output which
I generated from the marriage, birth, and tax records of the
Jewish community of Vienna. I have already completed the first
chapter on the migration of the Jews to the Habsburg capital,
and am presently working on the second chapter on occupational
mobility amonz the Jews of Vienna. I plan other chapters on
residence patterns, indices of assimilation, and the movement
away from the dominant ideology of assimilation before World
War I. 1 hope to complete a first draft of the dissertation
by the end of 1978, and to defend in the spring of 1979.

I have just recently been made aware of the financial burdens
of completing the dissertation. My dissertation will be long,
approximately 600 pages, and the costs of having the manuscript
typed (about $1,50 per page=3900), and xeroxingz five coplies

for the defense, amounts to quite a sum of money. In addition,
I have just learned that Columbia requires the payment of a
$600 tuution fee for the semester in which one defends one's
dissertation. All of these expenses, of course, are in
addition to the very high cost of living in New York.

Since I only recently became aware of these prohibitive
dissertation-end costs, I was unable to submit an application

to the National Foundation before the December deadline. I
would however appreciate it very much if the National Foundation
for Jewish Culture would be able to award me approximately $2000
to cover these dissertation-end expenses. I look forward to
hearing from you on this matter.

With best wishes,

Sincerely,

“Froi Ké@&w

Marsha Rozenb




NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE

122 EAST 42MD STREET . MEW YORK, MY, 10017 . 450. 2280

March 14, 1978

Dr. Daniel Jeremy Silver

The Temple

University Circle at Silver Park
Cleveland, Ohio 44106

Dear Dan:

I am enclosing letters received from two of our current
grantees: Ellen Umansky and Marsha Rozenblit. Their
requests are self-explanatory,

How do you think you would like to deal with these?
Rozenblit's request is for 52,000 to cover completion

costs on her dissertation. Umansky's request is for 51,000
to enable her to go back to London and secure photographs
and other reproductions of material on Lily Montagu which
otherwise might get lost or destroyed.

Do you want to have either or both of these matters
included on the agenda of the Academic Advisory Council
meeting? I shall appreciate hearing from you at your early

opportunity.

Warm regards.

Executive Director




March L7, 1978

Dy, Harry Barron

National Foondation For Jewish Culture
122 East 42nd Street

New York, N. Y. 10017

Dear Harry:

I saw Joe Blan on Tuesday and he mentioned the Urransky request.
Clearly, it would be good to photostat the Montaga caterial, 1
wonder if this ie a project which the American Jewish Archives or
the American Jewish Historical Society could help out with. If the
material is to be made available here it would seem that the AJHS
is the proper place for it, baut, really, her material belonge in
England. Could the Memorial Foundation help out or the World

Union For Progressive Judaism? The Litman Library has money
for publication. She might approach David Goldstein and see if they
would subsidize the microfilrming in return for rights to her thesis
as & book. In other words, I think we ought to help find the money
but not have it corme out of our pocket.

The Rozenblit question is a different one. Here it seems that we are
asked to sponsor Columbia University. She wants money to make up
her taition fees, the cost of five volumes for the defense of her thesis
etc, [ doubt that we are in business for that and I would recommend
that we do not make the additional grant. In coldblooded terms, she
will see to it that she gets her license no matter what we do.

I am retarning the Dimant material. Please attach it to the [iles
that I have already returned to you. Please do not semd rme others.
These additions are useless to me since | have returned the basic
sabmissions and my grades.

Hope this finds you in good health. With all good wishes I remain

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




Ap:‘ll 'ﬁi. I?TH

Hr; :I-I- ?.. R‘-h’n“l
14, Emek Rephaim Street
Jerasalem, larael

Dear Yitzhak:

I received two weeks ago your much delayed letter of
February Ll and have made a namber of contacts in New
York as far as Miryam is concerned. [ am keeping the
pot boiling and will get back to you just as soon as there
is something specific to report.

I trust all is well, Last week we had a brief vacation

in Bermuda with all the kids. Given the news, we needed
one,

As always,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




April 6, 1978

Dr. Harry Barron

National Foundation For Jewish Cuoltnre
122 Eaat 42nd Street

Mew York, M. Y. 10017

Dear Harry:

It was good talking with you. Here are the papers on
Miryam Yerushalmy. 1 appreciate anything you can do.
Please keep me in touch.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




DRAFT

August 10, 1978

Dr. Marvin Fox, President
Association for Jewish Studies
Brandeis University

Waltham, Mass, 02154

Dear Marvin:
This is by way of follow-up to our telephone conversation regarding
the conference scheduled for September 17th regarding the present status

of Jewish Studies programs in American colleges and universities, I
have shared the gist of our conversation with Rabbi Silver and both of
us are_ussys-mearh concerned that after these many months there are still
no data emerging from the AJS survey.

Obviously, we had boked foward to and expected that our discussions
in September would benefit from the hard data derived from your survey,
We-iwddw agree that these discussions would be more productive if they
were based on updated factual material rather than on general impressions,
and that is why we selected a date far enough into September when we
believed the findings would be available¢?/As you know, the NFJC has
asked its Academic Advisory Council to review the present situation in
the field of Jewish Studies to determine whether any changes should be
considered in our grants program in the light of the current and foreseeable
gituation, You well know that it has been our practice to develop a close
relationship with the AJS wherever possible: to lend assistance in such
areas as the regional conferences and the AJS Review; to encourage
cooperation and consultation, etc. We want ’l:tfII w: Tr;u‘&nd develop
in other ways as well, and we certainly viewed the upcoming conference
as another concrete instance,

But we & e now faced with some serious problems. The Foundation
Board irememfm recommendations for planning its grants program
based on factual data that we were assured we would have from you,

Since our recommendations must be in hand before the end of this year
we must set some outside time limits for obtaining the data. If the AJS
is unable to furnish us with this information by November 1, the Foundation
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s e
will feel constrained to gather/the minimum data it requires. We would,

of course, prefer not to have to undertake such a task but may have to
do so should the AJS not come through with its findings by November 1.

As for the cost of computerizing the data, inasmuch as the questionnaire
material was set up with this in mind, it would take very little to complete
the programming and running through of the data. I am sure that there
are a number of computer outfits under Jewish auspices who would be
happy to take care of it at no cost or at most a nominal charge. I am
surprised that this was not taken into account when you planned the

survey initially.

At any rate, Marvin, I hope you will give this yvour earliest attention
and let me hear from you as soon as possible. Kindest regards.

Cordially,

Harry I, Barron
HIB:bg Executive Director
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This ia by way of a follow-up to our telephone conversation regarding the
conference on the status of Jewish Studies programs in American colleges and univer-
sitics scheduled for September 17, I shared our conversation with Rabbi Silver and
this letter is to inform you of our decisions in this matter,

Following our useful discussion at the Academic Advisory Council meet-
ing in April, the Foundation had looked forward to the receipt of the data derived from
the AJS study in time for a September meeting. You will remember that the Founda-
tion Board had asked the Academic Advisory Council to review the present situation
in the field of Jewish Studies to determine what changes, if any, should be made in
our grants program in the light of the carrent situation and foreseeable developments.
The September meeting was scheduled to provide all of us with the necessary imforma-
tion well in advance of the budgeting process for next year.

The Board's mandate was not part of 2 retrenchment program, nor is it
designed as a cover for a predetermined distancing from academic support, bat to
discharge the Board's responsibility to direct available dollars in the most useful
way. All of us recognized a need for hard data before we could determine how our
dollars could best be applied to the benefit of the whole [ield,

We were delighted with the offer of cooperation from the AJS and AJS's
willingness to participate in the conference, Indeed, it seemed a happy new step in
our long relationship which till now has seen the Foundation provide financial sup-

port for regional conferences, the AJS Review, ete, It is regrettable that the survey

data has been delayed; and this fact faces the Foundation with some serious decisions.

We must make certain recommendations to our Board and need to base gur recom-

mendations on hard data and not general impressions. Since our recommendations

must be in hand before the end of this calendar year, we must set some outside
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limits for cbtaining the data. We have decided to delay the September conference

to mid-November. We have also decided that should the AJS not be able to come up
with the information needed by November |, the Foundation will be constrained to
gather on its own these facts that are required. Such a resolation is not an ideal one,
but we have no alternative,

Since you indicated that the questionnaires were set up to make computer-
ization feasible, little in the way of monies should be required to complete that part
of the analysis. I am sure that there are a number of computer outfits under Jewish
anspices who would be willing to complete the programming and the ranning through
of the dafa at a nominal charge or no cost. I am surprised provisions were not made
initially for computerization of the data.

I do want to assure you of our continuing interest in providing support to
the [ield of Jewish Studies and for close cooperation with the AJS, and I am sure you
recognize our need to bring in recommendations within fixed time limits,

Lhope you will give this your earliest attention, May L hear from vou

as soon as possible, Kindest regards,

Cordially
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Professor Marvin Fox, President
Association for Jewish Studies
Brandeis University

Waltham, Mass, 02154

Dear Marvin:

As I mentioned to you in our telephone conversation, we are genuinely
appreciative of your gracious cooperation in the matter of providing us with
data from your survey. The NFJC has no desire to undertake the gathering
of its own data at this time and would do so only if it was clear that you
could not provide the information that we seek by early November. Since
what we are looking for is essentially the simple tabulations of some of the
items in your survey instrument, that should present no problem,

Of course, we would find it very helpful to get information showing
movement or trends over a period of years but obviously you are not in a
position to furnish such data except in a few limited areas such as your
experience with registering job openings, If there is some way to project
current information for a limited period into the future, that would be of
real value.

[

Our primary focus at this time is a consideration of what the needs are
likely to be in the next few years as regards existing graduate students to
prepare for the doctorate in some branch of Jewish Studies, All kinds of
relevant questions can be spun off from this but it would probably be wiser
to limit our conaideration to those aspects that have immediacy for programs
like ours. For that reason I am keeping the scope of tha quastions on the
appended sheet as simple as possible.

.rp_lr"'
As I already explaned to you, we shall nead to hold & conference in
New York City and it would now seem that Monday, November 27th, would

be the best date. We can start the session at 10:30 a,m, which will give
everyone enough time to get in; and we can arrange to adjourn before the
end of the afternoon,

Again let me thank you for your helpfulness throughout, I shall lock
forward to getting the material in the next few weeks - in any event no later
than November 1. If you have any gquestions or problems with any of this
do let me hear from you F‘ﬂmpﬂ?. Warmeast regards,

Cordially,

HIB:bg Harry 1. Barron
encl, Executive Director
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INFORMATION S5OUGHT FROM AJS JEWISH
STUDIES SURVEY QUESTIONNAIRE

1) Number and age distribution of persons engaged full-time in the teaching
of Jewish Studies.

2) Percdntage distribution of areas of Jewish Studies courses,

3) Percentage distribution of principal areas of Jewish Studies preparation
or research among current professors.

4) Number of graduate students enrolled in Jewish Studies doctoral programs,

5) Number of persons expected to complete Ph.D's in Jewish Studies within
the next academic year,

6) Number and type of Jewish Studies openings registered with the AJS
in 1976, 1977 and 1978.

7) Number and length of Jewish Studies teaching appointments made in last
three years,

8) Number of new Jewish Studies programs initiated in 1976, 1977 and 1978,

9) Number of Jewish Studies programs curtailed or eliminated in 1977 and 1978,

9/21/78
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EOR YOUR INFORT November 8, 1978

Prof. Marshall Sklare
Socio'ogy Dent,
Brandeis Un.. :sity
Waltham, Mass, 02154

Dear Marshall:

You may have heard from Marvin Fox that the National
Foundation for Jewish Culture is convening a small confer-
ence at its offices in New York on Monday, November 27th, at
10:00 a.m,,to consider what bearing recent developments
in the field of academic Jewish Studies should have on the
Foundation's grants program.

The number of participants in this conference will be
very limited, and in response to our request of the Association
for Jewish Studies that it designate the individuals from its
group whom it would like to have attend, you were among the
three named. We are pleased to extend a warm invitation to
you to join us and hope that you will find it possible to do s0,
It is our expectation that we should be able to conclude our
discussions by the middle of the afternoon.

As you may know, Dr. Fox last spring offered to furmish
us with certain basic data from the findings of the AJS Survey,
and he has assured us that these data will be made available
to us in time for our deliberations. Since I know you have
been closely involved in this survey, I trust that you will do
whatever possible to make certain that we can have the benefit
of the maximum findings to assist us in our discussions on
November 27th.

I shall look forward to favorable word from you about your
being with us on November 27th, and I express our warm
appreciation for your anticipated help.

Sincerely,

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver,Chairman
Academic Advisory Council
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FOR you Dr, Charles Berlin,
Executive Secretary
Association for Jewish Studies
Widener Library M
Cambridge, Mass, 02138

Dear Charles:

You may have heard from Marvin Fox that the National
Foundation for Jewish Culture is convening a small confer-
ence at its offices in New York on Monday, November 27th,
at 10:00 a,m., to consider what bearing recent developments
in the field of academic Jewish Studies should have on the
Foundation's grants program,

The number of participants in this conference will be
very limited, and in response to our request of the Assoclation
for Jewish Studies that it designate the individuals from its
group whom it would like to have attend, you were among the
three named. We are pleased to extend a warm invitation to
you to join us and hope that you will find it possible to do so.
It is our expectation that we should be able to conclude our
discussions by the middle of the afternoon.

As you may know, Dr, Fox last spring offered to fumish
us with certain basic data from the findings of the AJS Survey,
and he has assured us that these data will be made available
to us in time for our deliberations, Since I know you have been
closely involved in this survey, I trust that yvou will do what-
ever possible to make certain that we can have the benefit of
the maximum findings to assist us in our discussions on
November 27th.

I shall look forward to favorable word from vou about your

being with us on November 27th, and I express our warm
appreclation for your anticipated help.

Sincerely,

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver, Chairman
Academic Advisory Council




NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE
122 EAST 42MD STRELT . NEW YORK, N, v, 100]7 . 490-2240

November 8, 1978

Dr. Michael A, Meyer
Hebrew Union College ~ JIR
3101 Clifton Avenue
Cincinnatl, Ohio 45220 _
FOR YUUR INFORMATKN

Dear Mike:

I have tried reaching you several times on the phone but each time
there has been no answer at your home and you were not in at your
office. I am therefore dropping you this note,

Some time ago the Foundation Board requested our Academic Advisory
Council to make an assessment of the current situation as regards Jewish
Studies programs and the way in which this might affect the future planning
of our grants programs. When this was discussed by the Academic Advisory
Counecil last spring, Marvin Fox pointed out that that the new AJS Question-
naire Survey would in all probability contain a good deal of information that
would have an important bearing on such discussion and he offered to furnish
us with the pertinent findings, We had originally hoped to call such a
conference early in September but after a series of discussions with Marvin Fox
it was dear that the AJS would not complete its computations in time for such
a meeting, We therefore decided to postpone the conference until
November 27th and explain to the AJS that we would have to have the data
by November lst,

Our most recent conversation with Marvin Fox earlier this week disclosed
that the computations are still not completed but he assured us that we would
have the findings that we have requested in time for our meeting on
November 27th.

The participants in the conference will be restricted: in addition to repre-
sentatives of the NFJC, we have invited the Memorial Foundation, the AJS
and Milton Konvitz, head of the Hebrew Culture Foundation (which has made
grants for Hebrew programs at various colleges). Obviously, both as the
President-elect of the AJS and former member of our Academic Advisory Council,
your participation in this conference would be highly desirable, We very
much hope that you will be able to join us and we would be prepared to meet
the cost of your expenses. The session will be held in our offices, starting
at 10:00 a,m, and should be concluded by the middle of the afternoon.
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I hope you will let me hear from you at your early opportunity

letting us know that you will be with us., We vary much look forward
to your participation.

Warm regards.

Cordially,

Harry I, Barron
HIB:bg Executive Director
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NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE

122 EAST 42N0 STREET . NEW YORK, N.¥Y. 10017 . 490-2280

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

November 9, 1978

Dr, Michael A, Mever
Hebrew Union College - JIR
3101 Clifton Avenue
Cincinnati, O, 45220

Dear Mike:

I notice that in my note to you of November Bth
I incorrectly listed the beginning time of our session
on November 27th as 10:00 a,m, We actually plan
to start at 10:30 a.m.

I hope this may make it a little easier for you to
get here that moming. I look forward to hearing from
you,

Kind regards,

Cordially,

Harry I, Barron
HIB:bg Executive Director




NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE

122 EAST 42WD STREET . HNEW YORE, M.y, 10017 450-22E0

FOR YOUR IN EOR MATIUN

“ j November 9, 1978

Dr. Charles Berlin,

Executive Secretary
Association for Jewish Studies
Widener Library M
Cambridge, Mass, 02138

Dear Charles:

In Rabbi Silver's letter to you November 8th
it i3 noted that the time for starting the session
on November 27th was incorrectly listed as 10:00 a,m.
We plan to begin at 10:30 a,m. I hope you will
make a note of this and that it will make it a bit
easier for you to get here that morning.

Kind regards.

Cordially,

Harry 1. Barron
HIB:bg Executive Director
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 FOR YOUR INFORMATION

November 9, 1978

Prof. Marshall Sklare
Sociology Dept,
Brandeis University
Waltham, Mass. 02154

Dear Marshall:

In Rabbi Silver's letter to vou ! November 8th
it is noted that the time for starting the session
on November 27thwas incorrectly listed as 10:00 a.m.
We plan to begin at 10:30 a,m, I hope you will
make a note of this and that it will mak& it a bit
easler for you to get here that morning.

Kind regards,

Cordially,

Harry I, Barron
HIB:bg Executive Director
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November 9, 1978

Dr, Norman E, Frimer,

Executive Director

Memorial Foundation for Jewish Culture
15 East 26th Street

New York,N.Y. 10010

Dear Dr, Frimer:

I have just leamed of your appointment as Executive
Director of the Memorial Foundation for Jewish Culture
and I want to extend warm congratulations and good
wishes, If there is any way in which I can be of help
to you please call upon me,

I should also like to extend an invitation to you to
participate in a conference we are having on November 27th
to consider some of the implications of recent developments
in the field of Jewish Studies in this country., As you may
know, the National Foundation for Jewish Culture has been
awarding fellowships and doctoral grants since 1961 and we
are in the process of reviewing the situation in the light of
cwrrent developments,

The session on November 27th (to be held at our office
commencing at 10:30 a.m,) is limited to a very small number
of participants representing the Association for Jewish Studies,
the Memorial Foundation for Jewish Culture, the Hebrew Culture
Foundation and some members of our Academic Advisory Council.
We hope to adjourn the meeting by the middle of the afternoon.

1 do hope you will be able to join us and shall loock for-
ward to the pleasure of renewing our association. Every
good wish.

Sincerely,

Harry 1. Barron
HIB:bg Executive Director




NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE

122 EAST 428D STREET . NEW YORK, N.v. 10017 . 490-2280

EOR YUUR INFGRIMAT November 9, 1978

Dr. Milton R, Konvitz
Cornel’ University
F.0O, Box 100u

Ithaca, New York 14853

Dear Milton:

Please excuse the long delay in replying to your kind
letter of October 19th. I have been laid up and out of the
office so that I was unable to take care of the accumulated
correspondence.

I am delighted that you will be with us for the confer-
ence on November 27th for I know that we shall benefit
from your participation.

Upon your suggestion we have extended an invitation
to Dr, Moshe Avital to attend the meeting, and I am enclosing
a list of those who we now know will be in attendance. There
may be one or two others but if we are able to confirm them
sufficiently in advance I will send their names along to you.
I am sure that they will be pleased to receive a copy of the
report of the Hebrew Culture Foundation.

Warm regards. /‘*

Gordially, .’ |

1"1-'-",1;"'” §

-

HIB:bg Harry 1. Barron
anc, Executive Director




EXPECTED ATTENDANCE AT CONFERENCE ON
JEWISH STUDIES

Dr. Marvin Fox

Prof. Marshall Sklare

Dr, Charles Berlin,
Executive Secretary

Prof, Michael A, Mever

Dr. Marvin I, Herzog

Dr. Daniel Jeremy Silver

Dr. Norman E, Frimer,
Executive Director

Dr, Jerry Hochbaum,
Asgssistant Director

Amos Comay

Mrs, Milton Loweanstein

Dr, Harry I, Barron

Dr, Milton R. Konvitz

Dr. Moshe Avital

NOVEMBER 27,1978

Dept. of Near Eastern & Judaic Studies
Brandeis University
Waltham, Mass, 02154

Sociology Dept,
Brandeis University
Waltham, Mass, 02154

Association for Jewish Studies
Widener Library M - Cambridge, Mass, 02138

Hebrew Union College - JIR
3101 Clifton Ave.
Cincinnati, O, 45220

Dept. of Linguistics - Columbia Universiy
New York,N.Y, 10027

The Temple, University Circle at Silver Park
Cleveland, Ohio 44106

Memorlial Foundation for Jewish Culture
15 East 26th St.
New York, N.Y. 10010

" i

Action Industries
460 Nixon Road
Cheswick,Pa, 15024

365 Irving Avenue
South Crange,N.]. 07079

National Foundation for Jewish Culture




PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION BY OCCUPATIONAL SETTING
—DF NFJC DOCTORAL GRANTEES AT THKEE YEAR INPERVALS

Teaching Other Jewish Jewish
Year of CGrant Jewish College Education Communal Other
Studies Teaching Service
1960-1961 55. 27. 9, 9. --
19631964 38. Ly, 12, = 6.

O 1~ :

Gércf 1966=1967 77. 5 [ é. - 6.
1969-1970 45, 4s. 5. -} -
1972-1973 70. 10, 10, - 10,
1975=-1976 71, £33, 5. - e
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INFORMATION SOUGHT FROM AJS JEWISH
_STUDIES SURVEY QUESTIONNAIRE

1) Number and age distribution of persons engaged full-time in the teaghing
of Jewish Btudies .,

2) Percdntage distribution of areas of Jewish Studies courses.

1) Percentage distribution of principal areas of Jewish Studies preparation
or research among current professors.

1) Number of graduate students enrolled in Jewish Studics doctoral programs,

5) Number of persons expected to complete Ph,.D's in Jewish Studies within
the next academic year.

6) Number and type of Jewish Studies openings registered with the AJS
in 1976, 1977 and 1978.

7) Number and length of Jewish Studies teaching appointments made in last
three years,

8) Number of new Jewish Studies proyrams initiated in 1976, 1977 and 1978.

9) Number of Jewish Studies programs curtailed or eliminated in 1977 and 1978.

8/21/78
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CONFERENCE ON JEWISH STUDIES
November 27, 1978

A G E N D A

{. INTRODUCTORY REMARKS....ssssssesssssassssss RADDL Danlel Jeremy Silver

2.. mT.km“smmﬂuﬂmﬁ;.lliliillilllll mil le'in Fﬁ:

I, DISCUSSION OF THE DATA AND THEIR IMPLICATIONS

i, OTHER AREAS FOR CONSIDERATION
Absorptive Capacity of Fleld
More Rigorous Admission Requirements for Doctoral Candldates

Lialson with Other Related Flelds of Service

Standards of Excellence
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SOME AREAS FOR DISCUSSION
CONFERENCE ON JEWISH STUDIES

November 27, 1978

Standards of a h

1. Are there discernible evidences of change in Jewish Studies
doctoral programs around the country? Where? In major
private universities? State universities? Institutions
under Jewish auspices?

2, Are there noticeable trends in the hiring standards of
schools with regard to the quality of teaching personnel
for Jewish 3tudies positions?

3. Have there been any suggested pre-requisites or beginning
requirements for graduate students in Jewisg Studies that
have gained any considerable acceptance?

4. Has there been any attempt to set down a minimum number of
faculty in a given graduate area to qualify for doctoral
specialization?

5. What kinds of cooperative programs have been established
among various graduate schools to encourage broadening
students' background or strengthening specialized knowledge?

6., What kinds of testing programs are utilized by schools
without specialized faculty to determine capacity of
students to handle texts and special languages?

7. To what extent are specialists from other institutions
invited to serve on Dissertation Committees, ete,?

8. 1Is it feasible to develop suggested minimum standards
for certain types of Jewish Studies courses? Both syllabi
as well as academic preparation of instructors?

9. How do we know whether the preparation of Jewish Studies

teaching personnel today is better than ten vears ago?
Can we establish continuing data collection that will

furnish us with this information at regular intervals?
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EXPECTED ATTENDANCE AT CONFERENCE ON JEWISH STUDIES

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver, Chairman

B —CNEFIEs BEFlin - Association for Jewish Studies
“mee—LGamay—— National Foundation for Jewish Culture

Dr,

Dr.
Dr,

Dr.

Dr.

Marvin rox = AJS

Marvin I. Herzog - NFJC-AAC

Jerry Hochbaum - Memorial Foundation for Jewish
; Culture

Milton Konvitz = Hebrew Culture Foundation; AAC

Baruch Levine - NFJC-AAC (Former Fres. AJS)

Pt Toweratein - NFJC

Dr.

Dr,

Michael Keyer - Fres.-tlect AJS; AAC-NFJC
Harry Orlinsky = AAC=NFJC

~bia—dmreshall=Srtare - AJS

Dr,

Harry I. Barron )
JNFJC Staff

Abraham Atik )
Invited but not expected:

Dr,
Dr,

Moshe Avital - Hebrew Culture Foundation
Norman Frimer = jlemorial Foundation




INFORMATION SOUGHT FROM AJS JEWISH

_STUDIES SURVEY QUESTIONNAIRE

1) Number and age distribution of persons engaged full-time in the teaching
of Jewish Studies.

2) Percedntage distribution of areas of Jewish Studies courses.

1) Percentage distribution of principal areas of Jewish Studies preparation
or research among cwrrent professors.

1) Number of graduate students enrolled in Jewish Studies doctoral programs,

5) Number of persons expected to complete Ph.D's in Jewish Studies within
the next academic year.

6) Number and type of Jewish Studies openings registered with the AJS
in 1976, 1977 and 1978,

7) Number and length of Jewish Studies teaching appointments made in last
three years,

8) Number of new Jewish Studies programs initiated in 1976, 1977 and 1978,

9) Number of Jewish Studies programs curtailed or eliminated in 1977 and 1978.
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L 1426 LBth Street
L_ : Brooklyn, New York 11219
_ -~ - 26 November 1978

Dr. Demiel Jeremy Silwver

National Foundation for Jewish Culture
122 East 42nd Street

New York, N.Y. 1001/

Dear Dr, Silver,

I have previously applied for a grant from the foundstion which
you represent. Unfortunately, my application was not favorably
passed upon and was re jected. I am writing to you to delineate an
important change in my academic plans which, T hope, will affect the

nt of the Academic Advisory Council. In place of submitting an
en application for the coming academic year, 1978-1979, I am taking
the liberty of writing to you in thie fashion,

In my earlier application I had listed as a dissertation title
and included a precis of a proposal entitled: "The DNevelopment of the
Delineation between Biblical and Rabbiniec Ordinances, ete." However,
I am no longer pursuing the course of that investigation.

For the past twe years I have been involved in Cairo Geniza
studies, and have devoted my efforts to investigating the halakhiec
literature of the Geonim and early Sephardie rishonim, T had studied
with Prof. S. Abramson of the Hebrew University, Jerusalem, during his
stay here in 1975-76, and since that time, with Dr. F. Hurvitz of the
Erna Michael Geniza Centér of Yeshiva University. nDuring this past
summer ] travelled to the libraries of Cambridge, the E-r?tiah Museum,
Jews' College of London, the Rosenthaliana of Amsterdam, and the
Jewish National Library in Jerusalem, to study various Cairo Geniza
fragments and other manuscripts, The trip proved quite fruitful.

I have located fragments of the following works and have begun to
annotat e and prepare for publication:

1l. The Commentary of R. Sherira Gaon and R, Hai Gaon on tractaes
Bava Batra and Pesahim,

2. Responsa of the Geonim: R, Natronai, R. Saadia, and R. Zemah
ben Paltoi,

d. An Eretz-Israell wveraion of Halakhot Pesoukot of R, Yehoudai,
Btl'l.kh:‘ The Commentary of Maimonides on the Talmud (!), tractate

t.

On the basis of my researches in Geonic and Geniza studies, I
have begun to reorgeanize much of my material in order to prepare a
dissertation proposal on "The Commentaries of R, Sherira Gaon and R.
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Hai Gaon on the Talmud," I believe that I can make a significant
contribution te Jewish scholarship in this area. My plan is to

locate the remaining fragments of the Geonic commentaries to other
tractates, remaining in the Caire Geniza. The first part of this

work was initially forwarded to Dr. Yitshak Refael of the Mossad

HaRav Kook of Jerusalem, but I have since withdrawn it from publication
in order to include it in my dissertation. A copy of these texts

and my comments is included with this letter,

The projected work will include the following:

1. The texts of all remaining unpublished Geonic commentaries,

2, An evaluation of all the texts, inluding portions previously
published by B.M., levin, J. Mann, S, Abramson, ¥, Hurvitz, and others.

3. The sources and approaches of the Geonim as picneers in

Talmudic commentary,
4. The imnact of R, Sherira and R. Hai on the Spanish and
Franco-German schools of medieval Talmudiec commentators.

If necessary, I will be glad to resubmit any part or parts of my
former application and letters of recommendation.which now require

change in light of these develpoments, I remain eager to discuss
this matter with you in person,

Sincerely,

[l A
}J -ﬁdﬂj";'7
(Rabbi) Neil nanzig

P.S. Copies of two recently published articles which appeared in
Sinai of Jerusalem are enclosed,

encs.




MINUTES ©©pv

National Foundation for Jewish Culture November 27, 1978
Academic Advisory Council NFJC Offices
Special Meeting on AJS Survey 10:00 A, M,

ATTENDANCE: Rabbl Danliel Jeremy Silver, Chairman; Marvin Fox, Marvin
Herzog, Jerry Hochbaum (Memorial Foundation for Jewish Culture),
Baruch Levine, Milton Konvitz (Hebrew Culture Foundation), Michael
Mever, Harry Orlinsky.

Staff: Harry 1. Barron and Abraham Atik

BACKGROUND Rabbi Silver opened the meeting by referring to the need of

every organization to review its major programs and see

that its resources are used most effectively. In terms of
the scholarly grants program, it Is necessary for the Foundation to determine
whether resources ought to be redirected to new or other areas of scholarship,
or If the emphasis should remain as it is in light of changing conditions, Of
particular importance in this connection is the nature of the career opportuni-
ties available to Foundation grantees. He noted that the Association for Jewish
Studies had recently conducted a survey which should help shed light on this
area, and he expressed Lis appreciation at their willingness to share the
findings, though still incomplete, with the Foundation and those invited to this
meeting who represented major funding organizations in the area of Jewish
scholarship,

REPORT ON Marvin Fox, President of the A]S, and Michael Meyer, who

AJS SURVEY was expected to succeed him as President, reported on the
data avallable from its survey. They cautioned that these |
are preliminary findings since much cross-referencing and :

tabulations are still to be made, However, they thought that they could well

answer some of the questions that had been addressed to them by the National

Foundation for Jewlsh Culture,

They noted that the response recelved to the questionnaire had been very
high. Two instruments had been distributed, one to individuals and one to
aocademic institutions, They expected major difficulties with the institutional
survey, and Ilndeed there are not yet sufficient responses to warrant analysis
at this time, In regard to the individual survey, however, the response has been
well above what can be nurmnll;- expected. Of the regular AJE membership
approximately 525 are engaged full time in teaching Jewish Studies; approximately
225 are graduate students, and an additional 200 who are assoclate members,
that ig, those having an interest in the field of Jewlsh Studies. The questionnalre was
sant to regular members and to the graduate students, Responses were received
from approximately S60 or roughly 60 percent of the instruments that were sent
out, and by extrapolating from the application forms to the Assoclation it was
possible to base the analysis on a total of 709 members,

Marvin Fox reported a large number of findings, including many that val-
ldated what had been previously surmised. Thus, the concentration of those who
are teaching Jewish studies or who are graduate students, are, in geographic terms,
concentrated in the New England and the Eastern Central states such as New York,
New Jersey and Pennsylvania., “Thus, of the 709 members, 519 or 73,2% are in
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this geographic area, Among the institutions in which the respondents are found,
Columbia led all others with 91, followed by Brandeis with 88, Harvard-44d,
UCLA-23, JTS-25 and a sharp falling off thereafter. It was also reported that
approximately one third of those who responded spent some time in academic

studies in Israel.

The findings relating to the academic status of the respondents revealed
the following:

Academic Status Percent

Dt

e B3 o obe ol B == 0

Graduate Students
Administration
Librurians

Lecturers

Instructors
Assistant Professors
Associate Professors
Prolessors

[ -
o ] ] F | L] -
Rl - N ST .

L] "

e

In response to the query as to the number of years those who were
teaching full time in the rank of assistant professor and above were in their
present positions, the following dala were revealed:

—utas e ———
— From 1 - 4 years 174 \
From & - 9 years 85
From 10 - 14 years g1

15 years or more 25

It was re ad that 196 of the respondent not have tenure, 124
were tenured and 9 ge, 72 percent of the respondents
were under 45 years old indicating how young the field really 18, 571 of the
respondents were males and 114 females,

Data was also avallable on faculty by field of speclalization as indicated
in the following listings:

Field of Specialization Number
History 150
Rabbinics 67
Biblical Studies 635
Jewish Philosophy 5935
Jewish Religlon 49
Hebrew Literature 46
Hebrew Language 30
Soclology 25
Yiddish 20

Other 92




—— [T
— — i L mm e mmm m e o — —— T

(No¢ 27,1872)

It was pointed out in this connection that due to the requirements for
admission to the Association for Jowish Studies, which specifies that members
need to be in the field of Jewish Studies and not in fields that might be some~-
what peripheral, there was no information regarding those in such disciplines
as political science, anthropology, etc,

A major indication of the apparent youthfulness of the field emerged from
the data on the year the doctorate was received,

Year Doctorate

Received Number
— s 3

Before 1925 e o
1925-1929 30
1930-1934 6
1935-1939 12
1940-1944 5
1945-1949 11
1950-1954 11
1955-1959 32
1960-1964 39

1965-1969

57
197 0~-1974 127
_\_\K‘-_ 1975-1978 146

The data regarding the years respondents began studying for their doctorates
indicate the same tendency. Thus, while between 1960 and 1964 there were 68
who began studying for their doctorate, between 1965 and 1969, 148 began their
studies, and between 1970 and 1974 27] began their studies, Additional data
were provided regarding the educational background of the respondents, and it
was noted that 260 had gone to rabbinical school in addition to their studies for
the Ph,D, while 449 did not,

Another significant finding revealed that there are at least 88 people who
are expecting to complete their Ph.D's in 1978 or 1979. 235 people report that
they expect to get their Ph.D. "sometime in the future”., Later discussion also
revealed that while for the past years there were approximately three times as
many applicants for positions as there were openings, there will in the future be
an even more adverse ratio for those entering the fleld because there will be little
attrition among those teaching (given the youthfulness of the faculties), an
expected decrease in the number of new positions and the large numbers of those
completing their studies.
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DISCUSSION Following the presentation of the data, an intensive and
wide-ranging discussion took place regarding their implica-
. tions, It was pointed out that because of the number of
those entering into graduate studies, and because of the lack of openings,

there has been a tightening of standards, so that those who will be getting
through the programs will tend to be unusually well qualified. It was also
pointed out that the field of Jewish Studies makes very rigorous demands on
those who wish to enter it, since they need to master several languages, at
least one complex field of study, and must have familiarity with classical
Jewish sources. '

Following extended discussion it was agreed that one major area to be
pursued is to determine the possibility of developing positions within Jewish
communal service for those who are getting their doctorate in Jewish Studies.
Though job placement might not be as acute for those who have rabbinical train-
ing, ‘since there are some positions available in that field, most students do
not fall within that category, and other areas certainly need to be explored,
particularly Jewish Education, librarianship, Jewish community organization and
the Center field. It was agreed that the Foundation would review this issue
with other communal agencies who have knowledge of employment prospects
in various fields of Jewish communal service, and that following this explora-
tion a meeting be hecld with institutional representation to discuss what further
steps are required. If more adequate information is available, it will be helpful
in advising those entering the field of Jewish Studies, Among the results that
could emerge from a meeting of this kind are the need to create a mechanism for
retraining people for fields other than college teaching; perhaps a central
clearinghouse for employment opportunities in Jewish communal service, and a
greater partnership between the organized Jewlsh communities and the professional

. associations of Jewish academics.

A number of other possibilities to deal with the problem of careers in
Jewish studies were discussed. Emphasis was placed on the need to develop
undaergraduate training in Jewish studies and the possibility of opening up
additional positions in that area. There was also some discussion about utilizing
the skills of those working in Jewish studies on the community and junior college
and even on the high-school level, Recognition was given to the need to provide
additional Jewish training to those whose primary specializations are in other
disciplines but who are interested in the Jewish component in their field.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:20 P. M.




November 28, 1978

Dr. Harry Barron

National Foundation For Jewish Culture
122 East 42nd Street

MNew York, M. Y. 10017

Dear Harry:

I thought we had an extremely productive meeting and I would like
to auggest the following followup:

l. We ought to get figures on the senlor places available in day
schools and colleges of Jewish study and the number of job place-
ments that become open in these twn categories each year.

2. We ought to ask the Hebrew teacherjd group and the AJE as
to their perceptions of the usefuilness of the PhD program. Are
they recruiting from that pipe line, from the seminaries or from
echools of edacation?

3, The seminaries should be asked for the number of stadents
in their doctoral programs. We ought to ask for whatever infor-
mation they can give us as to the numbers of their graduoating
classes and their expectations. We are not interested in congre-
gational placement but in those who really want other kinds of
employment.

4. Hillel seems to be moving away from rabbinic and academic
placements to social work types, Is this perception aceyrate?
Tickten or someone alse at the regional Hillel should be asked
for information. CJFWF should be asked for the nambers of
Ph®'s and rabbinic type who are eamployed in community work.

5. We ought to get some indication from the community schools
of social work, particalarly from Los Angeles and Yeshivah, as
to their interest in cooperating in the kind of retraining we dis
cussed,
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I am being relatively vague, but you can fill in the chapter and verse.
We ounght to involve representatives of all those groups in the next
phase of this stady and plan for & two-day conference for the late
spring.

As far as the Board is concerned, I think they ought to be told that
wm famd this meeting and that we have begun a process of exploration
which should be completed, as far a# our own internal decisions
are concerned, before declsions are made for the 1979-80 year.

We are committed through our carrent fiscal year, applications are
out etec.

1 am eaclosing a number of copies of an article on higher Jewish
learning which will be of interest to members of the Board. 1
would appreciate your distributing them.

My expenses were $140.00. Ihad a tough time getting out of
New York.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver

DJS:mp
Encl.

P.5. Iam enclosing copy of the letter from Herb Paper to me
and my response as a reminder that he ought to be included In the
next selection for the Academic Advisory Council.




NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE

122 EasT 428D STREET . NEW YORE, N.¥. 10017 * 490-2280

December 4, 1978

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver
The Templ e

University Circle at Silver Park
Cleveland, Ohio 44106

Dear Dan:

I have your note of November 28th and am glad that
vou felt that the meeting last week was a useful one,
Thank you for the detailed suggestions contained in your
letter. We shall try to fellow up on them wherever
possible.

I was glad to get the offprints of your article on higher
Jewish learning which you suggest we distribute among the
Board members, But since you sent only a dozen copies and
we have 60 members of the Board you leave me with an un-
pleasant task of selection., Can you spare some more 7

I am making a note about Herbert Paper for the Academic
Advisory Council, We really need to examine our roster and
make some additional selections. I will try to get to that in
the next few days,

Enclosed is our check for 5140 as per your statement of

expenses. All the best.
C}\ jall

%

Iy Barron
Executive Director




NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE
122 EAST 42KD STREET . NEW YORK, M.¥. 10017 . 490-2280

December 5, 1978

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver

The Temple

University Circle at Silver Park
Cleveland, O. 44106

Dear Dan:

I am enclosing a letter addressed to you by Rabbi Neil Danzig,

one of last year's applicants who also submitted some samples of
his material which I am not sending along.

Our records reveal that Danzig received a grade of A- from Gordis,
an A- from Orlinsky and a B from Baruch Levine. As a result, he was
disqualified, The only comment was by Orlinsky who said: "too
parochial; no outside evaluation"”.

In view of the fact that Danzig has changed his research there
is some question as to whether we should allow him to submit a
new application, However, all of his references are likely to be
the same as he submitted last time: Mever Feldblum, Leo Landman
and Elazar Hurvitz, all of Bernard Revel Graduate School of Yeshiva
University. I am enclosing copies of his earlier application,

If you think that we should entertain a new application from
him, we should notify him as soon as possible so that he can meet
our deadline of December 31st. If not, we shall have to advise
him appropriately. Please let me have your thinking on this as soon

as possible.

oy

Harfy 1. Batron
Executive Director




Decembar 12, 1978

Dr. Harry [. Barron

MNational Foundation For Jewish Culture
122 East 42nd Street

New York, N, Y, 10017

Dear Harry:

I see no reason that Danzig cannot submit another appli-
cation. His present application is almost complete and he
¢ould be tarned down by this year's group just as last year's.

With all good wishes 1 remain

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver

DIS:mp




NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE

122 pasT 4280 STREET . NEW YORK, N. ¥, 10017 . 490-2280

Office of the President
December 11, 1978

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver

The Temple

University Circle at Silver Park
Cleveland, Ohio 44106

I am writing at this time to all members of our Board to
ask for urgently needed contributions toward our Doctoral
Grants Program.

Since 1961 the Foundation has provided such grants to
nearly 300 Jewish scholars. More than 90% of our grant
recipients are now teaching Jewish Studies in major colleges
and universities. They constitute more than half of all the

pecple in this field. We have good reason to be proud of this
achievement which has had and will continue to have a profound
positive impact on creative Jewish life in America.

But there is also reason for great concern. Although we
awarded 47 grants in the past two years we also had to turn
down 160 fully qualified applicants due to our lack of funds.
Because other graduate fellowships are drying up, our
applications are increasing and we will be forced to reject
an even larger number of qualified candidates.

I urge every Board member to make as generous a
contribution as possible toward our Grants Program - it will
halp us to maintain the high standards of this constructive
investment in the future of American Jewish scholarship. By

letting us know now what your gift will be you will help us
to set a realistic level for our 1979 fellowship grants.

I know I can count on your help - and I thank you in
advance for your favorable response.

Sincerely,

(encqpo




NATIONAL FGUNDHTIGN FOR JEWISH CULTURE

122 EAST 42N0 STREET NEW YORE, N.¥. 10017 * 490-2280

December 14, 1978

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver

The Temple

University Circle at Silver Park
Cleveland, O, 44106

Dear Dan:

As you requested I am enclosing a roster of our
pre-doctoral grantees which includes their latest
current status as we have it,

In following through on your suggestion about
Stanley Gevirtz, We discovered that he is not at
the University of Chicago ,as you indicated but

rather that he is still at HUC in Los Angeles, Ac-
cording to our inf ormation, he is teaching Hebrew
grammar. In view of his location out on the West
Coast and the fact that he is not really front rank,
I wonder whether we should extend an invitation
to him this vear.

Moshe Pelli is no longer at Cornell. He is
presently at Yeshiva University and is locking for
a job, I would be inclined to pass him up. After
checking out Agus and Hoenig I think we would be
better advised not to invite either one. I'll continue
to look for someone from Yeshiva. I would still
favor the younger Soloveitchik.

I shall be back to vou in the next day or two.
My best.




December 17, 1978

Mr. Amos Comay, President

Mational Foundation for Jewish Caltuare
122 East 42nd Street

New York, M. Y. 10017

Dear Amosa:
I know that Harry has kept you abreast of nur review of

the Fellowship funding program. [am happy to enclose a
small check for that orogran.

We hope to have our report in by this sammer 8o that it
can receive appropriate consideration in the budget,

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




December 19, 1978

Dr. Harry L. Barron

National Foundation For Jewish Cultare
12Z East 42nd Street

New York, N. Y. 10017

Dear Harry:

lagree with you about Gevirts and Pelli, I think we should
go ahead with Brandwein and Lipset. We might also con-
.ld"l" sld Lﬁlmlne

With all good wishes I remain

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver
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January 24, 1979 Charles Berlin
Harvard University
Widenar Library M

Cambridge, Massachusens 02138
617-495-2
Dr. Harry I. Barron, Executive Director v

National Foundation for Jewish Culture
122 E. 42nd Street
New York, N.Y. 10017

Dear Harry,

I am now in a position to furnish you with more specific information
regarding the costs incurred and projected in carrying out and up-
dating our survey of Jewish studies in America. We have compiled
the following figures for the years 1977, 1978, and 1979.

1977 1978 1979
Consultant $2,000 $2,000 $2,000
Data Entry 400 500 600
Computing 350 400 500
Editing 500 700 800
Printing 400 600 800
Postage 400 450 500
Total $4,050 $4,650 $5.200

We would hope that the National Foundation for Jewish Culture could
see its way clear to subsidizing all or a portion of these expenses,

and, if so, we would clearly mention such support in any publication
of the data beginning with our next Newsletter, which is scheduled to
appear in March. In this Newsletter Arnold Band will present data
from the initial printout as well as an analysis of the findings.

Although I am reluctant to rush a decision on your part, 1 am most
cager to secure a source of funding before the appearance of the
Newsletter and, in the eventuality that the National Foundation would
find itsell unable o support the project or any considerable portion
thereof, I would need to seek funding elsewhere during the brief
time between now and the beginning of March.

I do hope that the Foundation will be able to support this important
project, even as it is giving us such significant help in publishing the
AJS Review. If you have any questions of a general nature, please do
not hesitate to telephone me at the College-Institute or at home. If the
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questions are more specific, it would be best to telephone Charlie.
In any event, we look forward to a speedy response, hopefully a

positive one,

Warmest regards and greetings to Abe Adk.
Cordially,
Michael A. Meyer

President
MAM: eg

cc: Dr. Charles Berlin



NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE

122 EAST 42D STRELT . NEW YORE, N.¥. 10017 . 4590- 2280

February 9, 1979

Dr. Daniel Jeremy Silver

The Temple

University Circle at Silver Park
Cleveland, Ohio 44106

Dear Dan:

I enclose a copy of a letter received from Mike Meyer while you were away
which we need to talk about.

On his return from the AJS meeting In December Mike stopped by to talk
with us about relationships between the AJS and the NFJC and at that time
mentioned the possibility of getting some help from us for maintaining the
AJS Membership Study on a current basis. He pointed out that the study
consultant whom they had used had now moved out to Ohio and was ready to
continue to provide consultative service as well as the data processing from
out there.

T gave Mike no encouragement about our ability to be helpful to them on
this project partly because I felt they could obtain the technical assistance
for a nominal amount through Jewish sources.and partly because I guesticned
whether this should be one of our responsibilities. Nevertheless, I teold him
that 1f he submitted some of the specifitC figures we would give it some
consideration.

He phoned the other day to ask about this and Abe spoke with him,
pointing out that under no circumstances could we accept any part of the 1377
or 1978 expenses. As for 1979, Abe explained that we have no provision in
the budget for such an item and that the only thing he could think of as a
possibility would be a recommendation by the Academic Advisory Council to use
some of its funds for this purpose. This, however, would have to be
discussed beforshand with you. Mike is eager to talk with you about this.

I guess he is under some pressure to come up with some answers in the wvery
near future. I am sure that when he talks-with you you will give him your
thinking. /1\

Iﬂlyr

M y .I"a._ rron
Executive rector

enc




February 13, 1979

Dr. Harry L Barron

MNational Foundation For Jewlsh Caltare
122 East 42nd Street
New York, N. Y. 10017

Dear Harry:

Sorry about the precipitate way the conversation ended,
I did not call back because we really finished our talk,

The figures in Mike Meyer's letter were obviously palled
oat of & hat and are full of water. [ continne to feel we
should make some contribution to past expenses and to

use this as a time to regularize onr aspportanity for the
fatare.

As qlways,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE
122 EAST 42ND STREET . NEW YORK, N.Y. 10017 . 490-2280

MEMORANDUM

February 14, 1979

TO: The Executive Committee
FROM: Amos Comay, President

The two major issues which I believe we need to address ourselves to

are
A = The Fund for the Arts; and

B = The development of a constituency and broader fund
raising base for the Foundation.

A - FUND FOR THE ARTS
In the fourteen months since the Foundation announced its intention
to ereate a Fund for the Arts there has been considerable activity, in the
way of inguiries from prospective artist-applicants, additions to the
rogster of endorsing artiste and selection panclists, expressions of interest
from various artist groups and foundations, ete. But in the cruciel area
of patron and campaign structure there has not been sufficlient progress to

permit the actual launching of the program. The administration of the

project has been sporadic, handled on a part-time basis in an effort to
curb costs since the only cash available hes been from advances made by two
Board members.

The first "game plan™ called for cbtaining commitments from NFJC
Board members of $50,000-360,000 a year ($150,000-$200,000 for three years)

as an essential base for an outaide prestigious lay structure, especially
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in New York. The required major intensive effort by the Fresident, top leader=-
ship and staff to attain this goal did not materialize.

The second "game plan" ~alled for establishing a prestigious lay structure
in New York ss an essential base for internal and external fund raising,
engaging a full time or part time staff person for that purpose. The brief
experience with the individual hired reinforced earlier impressions that
successful effort in New York requires special contacts, some evidence of
eredibility in the form of funding commitments, preatigious backers, actual grants,
ete., Although some progress was made in several areas, in the primary ob jeetive
of building a campaign structure of prestigious figures, this effort made no
headway because again the intensive involvement of the Foundation's top
leadership and staff did not materialize.

The present impasse in which the Foundation finds itself with regard to the
Fund for the Arts is most unhealthy, and it is urgent that our leadership
carefully consider the situation and try to recommend & suitable couse of action.
Following are three options for consideration:

Opticn 1 It has been suggested that the Fund for the Arts be "put on the back
burner" until more favorable conditions develop. In reallty this

is a euphemism for abandoning the program since "more favorable conditions" will

not develop spontanecusly =- they will develop only if we create them.

Option 2 Revised goal and timetable, Since it is clear that the original goal
of $250,000 a year in grants is not attainable at this iime, and the

eredibility of the program could be established by building a record of actual

grants awards - even if on a less ambiticus scale than originally projected -

this optlon proposes that
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a) We aim at grants aggregating between 335,000 and $50,000 to be
awarded in 1979.

b) The NFJC Prezident, top leadership and staff undertake a commitment
to raise $40,000-$50,000 cash this year (hopefully with equal
commi tments for the second and third years) from Board members and
others, abandoning for the present the $30,000 share concept.

¢) Establish selection panels and invite applications in limited arts
fields, confining ourselves to those in which a successful grantee's
work can be given high visibility as show case for further
development.

d) Successful accomplishment of these more modest objectives will permit
original goals to be undertaken by an "in business" enterprise with
some of the glamor and appeal needed to attiract the resources we
geek, It should also make available governmental and private
foundation funding sources.

Option 3 Incorporate the Fund for the Arts as a potential beneficlary of the

Approach "B" - Development of Constituency and Broader Fund Raising
Base.

B - DEVELOPMENT OF CONSTITUENCY AND
BROADER FUND RAISING BASE

The primary purpose of such a program is not as a substitute for the Fund
for the Arts. You will recall that I identified it as a high priority when
I ascumed the presidency of the Foundation. Some months ago the Finance
Committee strongly recommended the development of such a program as a necessity

to deal more adequately with those needs which cannot be met by our limited

funding from the Joint Cultural Appeal and the local federations. Soconer or
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later we must develop a constituency which will help provide us with the
additional support needed to carry ocut our major objectives in the advance-
ment of Jewish culture in America.

Such a program could be initiated by the creation of a series of Friends
of the Foundation groups in a selected number of cities in which Board
members would be prepared to help set up membership events, Membersghip
contributions would not only be a source of additional income but could
serve to provide a constituency of concerned individuals who would be helpful
in connection with federation allocations; and some might become interested
to assist in furthering various new Foundation projects.

If we gshould decided to PTﬂﬂ;Ed with Option 2 on the Fund for the Arts
we would need to address the gquestion of timing with regard to initisting a
Friends program., Undertaking both projects simultanecusly might be more
than we could handle since each project will require major commitment from

the Foundation's top leadership and staff.



NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE

122 easT 428D STREET . NEW YORK, M.¥, 10017 . 490-2280

Office of the Prevident

MEMORANDUM

February 14, 1979

To: Executive Committee

From: Amos Comay

You have already heard from Harry Barron that I would
like to consult with the Executive Committee on Sunday,
February 25th. The matters on which I need your thinking
are outlined in the enclosed Memorandum. Your views will
help determine how these issues are to be presented to the
Board at the Annual Meeting on March 15th.

Our session on February 25th will be held at the
Foundation office in New York, commencing at 11 a.m. We
should certainly be able to adjourn no later than 2:30 p.m.
We'll arrange to have some sandwiches and coffee to tide us
over the lunch perlecd.

I very much hope you will be with us on February 25th.
If that should not be possible, I shall apprecliate getting
your views on the issues in the Memorandum prior to the
meeting. Many thanks for your help.




PRV

NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE
122 EAST 42ND STREET . NEW YORK, N.¥Y. 10017 . 450-2280

February 22, 1979

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver

The Temple

University Circle at Silver Park
Cleveland, Chio 44106

Dear Dan:

You may remember that I had told you of a meeting
Amos Comay had tried to set up with members of the
Executive Committee for Sunday, February 25th. When
we were first considering the matter I tried to check

with vou and learned that you were on vacation. Then,
realizing that you would just be getting back and un-
likely to take off a Sunday moming, I didn't follow
through with you,

When I spoke with Amos about this the other day
he reacted as I knew he would: that you ought to receive
the material which went out to the other people and that
we should ask you for your reactions, Accordingly,
I am enclosing a copy of Amos' Memorandum of February 14,
1979 and would strongly urge your response,

Incidentally, the meeting of February 25th had to be
cancelled after all since a number of people who had
originally indicated their intention to be present sub-
sequently found that they could not make it,

Best regards.

Executivé Director
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NEL As 1 indicated to you, The Jewish Book Council is hampered in the

AL Sp— publication of the Jewish Book Annual because of budgetary limitations,
I regret especially that we can offer only a token honorarium (usually

EANEST 5. SCHWARTZ $50) to our contributors. This often makes it impossible to attract

the kind of literary experts and bookmen we would like.
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1::“:& seanos At present the annual budget for the Annual is approximately §11,000,

B HYMAN, CHARCVER the bulk of which goes to the printer. Last year only some 10% of this
e AC0R1 BuENSTA sum went for honoraria. The income realized from sales is totally
ghﬁ}"&‘rﬁfﬂ inadequate to our needs and we must rely on additional grants.

Oin A P GARKEE

Eﬁ?ﬂaﬁlﬁiﬂ Thus far we have succeeded in obtaining annual grants from two foundations:
g T gy SO The Littauer Foundation ($1300, of which $700 is applied towards the

AT ) RACMER Annual) and the Matz Foundation ($600). If we could obtain two or three
Tt O — annual grants of approximately $1,000 each from additional foundations
Prwth L MILER we could do much more to enhance the Annual as "The American Year Book of
L Jewish Literary Creativity."

T i

TEHLTA IOSE AN I shall be happy to act on any suggestions you may have.
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UNIVERSITY of PENNSYLVANIA

PHILADELPHIA 19104

Faculty of Arts & Sciences

DEPARTMENT OF SocCioLoGY
3718 Locust WaLk CR

rch 27, 1979

Rabbi Daniel J. Silver
National Foundation for Jewish Culture
122 East 42nd Street

New York, MNew York 10017

Dear Dr. Silver:

The Association for the Sociological Study of Jewry applies, herewith,
to the National Foundation for Jewish Culture for a short-term subsidy for its
Journal, Contemporary Jewry. The Association, established six years ago, now
has over 200 sociologist members. Its presidents have been Professors Mervin
Verbit, Marshall Sklare, Samuel Z. Klausner, and currently, Celia Heller. The
Association aims to advance the understanding of institutional and cultural
processes assoclated with growth and change in Jewish society including reli-
glon, economy, polity, family, the arts and literature. This end has been
pursued through scholarly activities including academic conferences, the publi-
cation of Contemporary Jewry, and the sponsorship of an annual prize for excel-
lence in a student research paper.

Our conferences have been held at least once, sometimea twice & year in
conjunction with the meetings of other professional societies such as the
American Sociological Association and the Society for the Study of Social Pro-
blems. On these occasions, we read scientific papers and conduct the business
of the socliety. The enclosed program of our latest conference, "Methods in the
Study of Modern Jewry," illustrates the interdisciplinary character of our field:
this particular program draws upon sociologists, linguistse, historians, and
folklorists.

Contemporary Jewry has been disseminating research by sociologists and
other scholars on the modern Jewish experience. It is distinguished from
cial Studies by its focus on the social scientific rather than a more
traditional historical approach; it differs from Ameri

M—R
(formerly American Jewish Historical Quarterly) in that its substantive domain

emphagizes the modern and contemporary periods and extends beyond American
society and the historical record. Moreover, its methodological breadth seeks
to confirm sociclogical generalizations emerging from its interdisciplinary
character. For the last three years, Contemporary Jewry has been published
under an agreement with the Transaction Periodicals Consortium at Rutgers
University. This arrangement has assured us of quality assistance in editing,
layout, production and mailing as well as increased visibility in the academic
community. Following is a list of selected recent articles. A complete copy
of one igsue is enclosed.




Rabbi Daniel J. Silver Maxch 27, 1979
Re: Contemporary Jewry Fage Two

"American Jewish Leadership" by Nathan Glazer

"Israeli-Diaspora Relations as a Problem in Center-Periphery Linkages"
by Irving Louis Horowitz

"The Jewish Prince: Some Continuities in Traditional and Contemporary
Jewish Life" by Zena Smith Blau

"Recent Soviet Immigration to the United States" by Barry Levenfeld

"Ghetto, Shtetl, or Polis: The East European Jewish Community in the
Works of K. E. Franzos, Sholem Aleichem, and 5. Y. Agnon" by
Miriam Roshwald

"An Uneasy Alliance: Jews and Blacks in the U.S5., 1945-1953" by David
G. Singer

"The Impact of Geographic Mobility Upon Jewish Community Participation"

by Charles Jaset
"An Appraisal of the Components and Consequences of Jewish Identification"

by Bernard Lazerwite

We Pequest $3,000 each year for a three year period. We would apply
81,000 of this amount as a direct publication subsidy to improve the format
of the journal and to print additional coples as part of a development cam-
paign. We would allocate $1,500 for direct membership and library promotionm,
and would apply 5500 to subsidize our academic conferences to stimulate further
research in the field. We aim for approximately 1,000 members and 500 library
subscriptions. With this level of circulation, the journal will be viable
without subsidy. The journal would appear quarterly, carried by the regular
duesa of the membership and advertising.

Please do not hesitate to call either of us (Klausner: 215-243-7682;
Cohen: 212-850-4902) should there be any questions. We thank you for your

congideration.
N GL_
et — - - 7 ’
- F&//‘Z%m ., ﬂ 2o
el Z ausner Steven M. Cohen
Editor Agssociate Editor
Professor of Sociology Associate Professor of Sociology
University of Pennsylvania Queens College
3718 Locust Walk/CR Flushing, New York 11367

Philadelphia, PA 19104

Enclosures
SZK/SMC/ir




NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE

122 EAST 42ND STRENT . NEW YORK, N.¥. 10017 * 490-2280

April 5, 1978

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver

The Temple

University Circle at Silver Park
Cleveland, Ohio 44106

Dear Dan:

I enclose with this nnté"}a letter and materials from the
Association for the Sociological Study of Jewry:”a recent
note from Jack Kabakoff regarding the Jewish Book Annual.
and“copy of material and study now being conducted by
Paul Ritterband on the current state of Judaic Studies in
America.

1) How would you like to respond to the request from
Klausner and Cohen for a three-year subvention?

2) Do you have any comments about how we ought to
try to be helpful to the Jewish Book Annual?

3) Is there any point in obtaining findings from this
new Ritterband questionnaire study before our projected
conference? What moral claims do we have on the material
that will emerge from this study?

4) Have you seen the latest A]JS News Letter which
contains Arnold Band's summary of the survey?

Warm regards.
AYe

a . Barron
Executive Director
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METIODS IN THE STUDY OF MODERN JEWRY

sponsoraed by the

Association for the Sociological Study of Jewry

Sunday, March 18, 1979, 12:30 - 5:00 P.M.
Petite Terrace%
Statcler Hilton

7th Avenue & 32nd Street
New York

12:30 P.M.

Seggion 1: Assembling Data on Difficult-to-Locate Jews

"Identity, Boundaries, and Research Strategy"
Egon Mayer, Department of Sociology, Brooklyn College

“New Approaches to American Jewish Local llistory: Atlanta, 1845-1915"
Steven Hertzberg, Institute for Research in History

wHew Methods in the Study of European Jewry: The Case of Vienna, 1B880-1914"
Marsha Rozenblitt, Dept, of History, University of Maryland, College Park

Discussant:
Sigmund Dianond, Departmant of Sociolopy, Columbia Ualvercily

Presider and Organizer:
Steven M. Cohen, Department of Sociology, Queens College

2:45 P.M.

geggion 2: Studying Jewish Culture

“The GCeography of Yiddish Language and Culture; Regional Variation and Historical
Inference"

Marvin I. Herzog, Department of Linguistics, Columbia University

"Mathods in the Study of the Jewish Theater, Past and Present"
Emanuel Levy, Department of Sociology, Hunter Cellege

"In Search of Sephardic Folktales"
Reginetta Haboucha, Department of Romance Languages, Lehman College

Discussant:
Bernard Rosenberg, Department of Sociology, City College of New York

Presider:
Samuel C. Heilman, Department of Sociology, Queens College

Organizer: "
Steven M. Cohen, Department of Sociolopy, OQuecne College

#Courtesy, Eastern Sociological Society
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THE CITY COLLEGE

OF
THE CITY UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK
NEW YORK, M. Y. 10031

DEPARTMENT OF JEWISH STUDIES

QUESTIONNAIRE FOR THE COMMUNITY OF JUDAIC STUDIES

SCHOLARS AND TEACHERS

. If you would like to receive a copy of the
preliminary report, please check here [ |
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PROFESSIONAL POSITIONS

what is your current status in the academic world? Please check
as many as apply.

5f ] Full-time faculty 70 1 Full-time graduate student
g ] Part-time faculty al | Part-time graduate student
gl ] Other

(Please specify)

Are you engaged 1n any non—academic professional activities?
please check as many as apply .

100 ] Enngregatianat Rabbi 13[ 1 Jewish Communal Brguniaatiﬂn
11[ ] Hillel Director or Executive

University Chaplain 14l 1 Other
12[ ] Jewish educator (Pleasc specify)

Please list (beginning with the most recent) the academic and
professional degrees which you have been awarded or for which you
are working, the institution granting each, and the year in which
each was obtained or 1s expected.

DEGREE INSTITUTION YEAR GRANTED OR EXPECTED

How long have you been employed on a full-time basis in higher
education? How long have you been employed at your present
institution? How many years have you held your present rank?

In Higher At your present In your
Education Institution present
rank

1. 0-2 years [ ]
2, 3-5 years [ ]
3, 6=10 years L1l
4, 11-15 years [ ]
5. 16=20 years [ ]
6. More than 20 years [ ]
7. Do not hold a

full-time position [1 [ ] [ ]

[ )
[ ]
[ ]
[ ]
[ ]
(1]

-—-|'|_-l-—l'l—ll.-.-ll|.—!

Where is your current appointment?

Institution Department _




Page 2

What kind of appointment do you now hold?

18 1[ ] Regular with tenure 3[ ] Acting
2[ ] Regular without tenure 4[ ] Visiting
5[ 1 Other

(Please specify)

What is your present rank?

19 i[ ] Instructor 5[ ] Distinguished "Named" Professorship
2] ] Assistant Professor 6 ] Lecturer
3] ] Associate Professor 7[ ] No ranks designated
4[ ] Professor 8] ] Other
(Please specify)
S 0= 1 I1f tenured, in what year were you awarded tenure?
a9 If not tenured, is your present position tenure track?
i1[ ] Yes
2[ ] No

During the present term, how many hours per week, on the average,
are you actually spending in connection with your staff position
in each of the following activities: (If on leave indicate what
your activities were last year)

None 1-4 5-8 9-11 12-<16 17-25 26=34 35
or More

23, Administration ke b ok kG [ ] [ ] [ ] L ]
24, Scheduled teach-

ing (actual hours) [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [] [ ]
25. Preparing for

teaching (includ-

ing reading papers,

grading) 2 [ I LA CRE R e k] [ ] [ ] [ ]
26. Advising and
: counseling
. students Y L3 €3 L) [ ] [] [ ] [ ]

27. Research and
scholarly writing [ ] : N O R & [ ] [ ] [ ]
- 28. Committee work i ] ] -F ¥ .k [ ] ko [ ]
| 2 3 4 5 & 1 8

—
P e,

Within the past two years, have you received an offer of another job
or a serious inquiry about your availability for another position?

29 1{ ] An offer
2l ] Not an offer, but a serious inquiry
3[ 1 Neither




30

e} |

32

33
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pDuring the current term how many hours per week are you spending
in formal instruction in class? (If on leave, indicate what
your normal teaching load would be.)

i[ ] HNone 6 ] 11-12

2] 1 1-4 70 1 13=16

3[ 1 5-6 8] 1 17-20

4[ ] 7-8 9 ] 21 or more
5[ 1] 9-10

Within the past two years, have you sought, or made a serious
inquiry about another position?

1] 1 Sought another position
a[ ] Not sought, but made a serious inquiry
3[ 1 Neither

In general, how do you feel about the institution at which you are
now a faculty member?

1[ ] It is a very good place for me
2[ ] 1t is a fairly good place for me
3[ 1 It is not the place for me

During the past two years, have you considered leaving academic
life permanently?

1[ 1 Yes, I have given it serious consideration
o[ ] Yes, I have considered it, but not sericusly
3[] ] No

1f you have considered leaving academic life, what would you prefer
doing?

II

THE FIELD OF JEWISH STUDIES

Please list your current memberships in acholarly or academic
organizations. (Please print)
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what is your membership category in the Association for Jewish
Studies?
34 1[ ] Regular 2[ 1 Associate 3[ ] sStudent

Do you specialize in any particular country or region in your
research? Please specify

During the current academic year (or last year if you are on leave)
how many courses did you teach in Jewish studies and how many did
you teach in other areas? Please circle the appropriate number

in each row?

15 Jewigh Studies Courses 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 or more
ib Other Courses 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 or more

We have listed below some of the various fields which make up
the area of Jewish studies. Please tell us which of these
was (is) your major area of doctoral training, current
teaching and current research. Please check only one in each

column.
Field of Major area of Major area Field of
Doctoral under-graduate of graduate current
Training teaching teaching research
01. Bible [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ]
02. Hebrew
language £ [ ] [ ] [ ]
03. Hebrew
literature [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ]
04. History [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ]
05. Philosophy and
Thought o -t [ ] [ ]
06. Rabbinics [ ] L4 [ ] [ ]
07. Religion [ ] [ ] [1] []
08. Semitic
' Philology [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ]
09. Sociology L= L] [ ] [ ]
! 10. Yiddish
language [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ]
11. Yiddish
k literature [ | [ ] L L ]
12. Other [ [ ] B -
13, ) (] [ ] §.] b 4
% 37-38 39-40 41-42 43-44

(Please specify)




45-52

a80/1

In which of the following periods are your current teaching and
(Check as many as apply)

research activities concentrated?

Teaching

45, First—commonwealth [
46. Second-commonwealth [
47. Tannaitic [
48. Amoraic [
49, Medieval [
50 . Renaissance [
51. Modern |
52. Contemporary [

[ N == == ==+

1

What lanpuages do you use in your work?

53. [ ] Akkadian 63.
54. [ ] Arabic 64,
55. [ 1 Aramaic 65.
56. | ] English 66.
57. [ 1 French 67.
58, [ ] German 68,
59. [ ] Hebrew 69.
60. [ 1 Italian 70.
61. [ ] Ladino T1.
62. [ ] Latin

How would you characterize your major methodological orientation?

(Check as many as apply)

5. [ ] Anthropological
6. [ ] Cultural History
7. [ ] History of Ideas
g, [ ] History of Religions
g, [ ] Linguistic
10. [ ] Literary Criticism
11. [ 1 Participant Observation
12. [ 1 Philological
13. [ 1 Philosophical
14, [ 1 Political Science
15. [ 1 OQuantitative
16. [ 1 Social History
17. [ 1 Socioclogical
18. [ 1 Textual Analysis
[ 1 other

(Please specify)

e L e

N e

e —————
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Research

e ey ey e
e o ool g b e o e

2
(Check as many as apply)

Persian

Polish
Portuguese
Russian
serbo-Croatian
Spanish
Sumerian
Ugaritic
Yiddish

Other

(Please specify)
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On this page we have presented a list of journals and proceedings
which some scholars in the field find useful. Please indicate
whether you subscribe to or look at these journals and whether
you have submitted articles to them,

I subscribe to I have submtted
and/or look at to this journal
regularly

19.American Historical
Review

' 20.American Jewish Archives
21 .American Jewish History
22.American Sociological Review
23 . APSR
24.Bitzaron
25, Hadoar
26, Harvard Theological Review
27 . He'avar
28. HUC Annual
29.Jewish Quarterly Heview
J0.Jewish Social Science
31.Journal of the A0S
32.Journal of Biblical

P P e e e e ey Ry e ey
P == e P P e ey g — | p—
e T T e e O T S I N Sy ]

Literature [ ] L]
33.Journal of Hebraic Studies [ ] foel
34.Journal of Jewish Studies [ ] Ml
35.Journal of Near Eastern

Studies E ) [}
36.Journal of Semitic Studies [ ] [ ]
37.Journal of Religion [ ] L]
38.Journal of the AAR [ ] [ ]
39. Judaism [ ] [ ]
40. Katedra [ ] [ ]
41.Kiryat Sepher [ ] [ ]
42.Leo Baeck Institute Yearbook [ ] [ ]
41 . L'Shonenu [ ] k]
44, Numen i ] [ ]
45. Orientalia [ ] E ]
46 . PMLA [ ] []
47.Proceedings of the AAJR [1] [ ]
48, Revue des Etudes Juives [ ] [ ]

. 49, Sefarad [ ] -
50. Sinai I ] [ ]
‘ 51, Siphrut [ ] [ ]
52, 58lavic Review [ ] [ ]
‘ 53, Speculum [ ] []
54, Tagim [ ] [ ]
55+anhit3 { ] [ .]
56, Textus [ ] [ ]
57. Tsiyon [ ] [ ]
58. Vetus Testamentum [ ] L 3
58. YIVO Annual of Jewish

Social Science 7] [ ]

60. Other (Please specify) [ ] [ ]
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who was (is) your dissertation sponsor? (Please print)

In what department did you do loT are you doing) your doctoral
work?

Do your interests lie primarily in research or teaching?

61 1[ ] Very heavily in research
2 1 In both, but leaning toward pesearch
5[ 1 In both, put leaning roward teaching

al )1 Very heavily in teaching

How many books OF monographs have you published orf edited, alone
or in callaboration?

62 1[ ] HNone sl 1 4
af 1 1 ; 6[ 1 5-8
s{ 1 2 7 1 10 oT moTe
41 ) 3

How many articles have you publishtd in academic OT prﬂfeﬁsiﬂﬂﬂl

journals?
63 1] 1 None 5( 1 11-20
1=2 6l 1 21-30
{1 3-4 71 ) 31-50
A[ 1 5-10 g[ ] More than 50

How many articles have you publiﬁhed in Jewish commungl journals?

64 .'I.'[_ ] Nonc 5[ ] 11-"24:'
of 1 1-2 sf 1 2130
3f 1 3-4 71 1 31-50
- al 1 510 g[ ] More than 50
How many of your pruf35signnl writings have been puhliahmd or
accepted for puhlicatiﬁn in the last two years?
65-67 Books Articles Other Writings
one [ 11 [ 11 I 13
TWo £ 18 [ 12 i J2
Three [ 13 [ 13 [ 13
Four [ 14 [ 14 [ 14
Five [ 15 L 15 [ 15
gix=Ten [ 16 [ 16 [ 16
More than Ten [ 11 [ 17 [ 1T
Mone [ 18 [ 18 [ 18
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whose work in your field do you follow most closely? Flease
name up to three people. Please indicate whether you have
a personal contact with each of these people? (Please print)

NAME INSTITUTIONAL AFFILIATION PERSONAL CONTACT

Please tell us the names of up to three people whom you
be the most influential in your field. Please indicate
you have a personal contact with each of these people.
print)

NAME INSTITUTIONAL AFFILIATION

How important to you is the esteem of

Very Somewhat Not Very
Important  Important Important
g8. The colleagues
in your department [ } [ ] G |
§9. The membership of
the AJS [ ] [ ] [ ]

70. The membership of
your disciplinary

association [ ] L [ ]

1 71. The Jewish community | ] [ ] L]
72. Specialists in

l* your field [} [ ] [ ]

73. Your dis ertation

, sponsor [ ] [ ] ()
74. Other Judaica

scholars [ ] [ ] [ ]

1 2 3

BO/2

1[ ] Yes 2[ ] No
1[ ] Yes 2[ ] No

1[ ] Yes 2[ ] No

feel to

whether

(Please

PERSOMAL CONTACT
1[ ] Yes 2[ ] Mo

i[ ] Yez 2[ ] Mo

1[ 1 Yes 2[ ] Ro

Not at all
Important

[ ]
[ ]

— —
ra—y =

i
[ ]
[ ]




ITI
VALUES AND COMMITMENTS

The statements that follow deal with the moral obligations felt
by some Judaica scholars. Please indicate the extent to which
these statements reflect your own sense of what you ought to be
. doing.

Strongly Somewhat Somewhat Strongly
Agree Agree Disagree Disagree

5. Present Judaism

in as favorable

light as possible [ 1] [ ] L [ )
6. Refrain rom hurting

students' religious

sensibilities [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ]
7. Present the facts [ ] [ ] L) [ ]
8. Help Jewish students

develop a positive

Jewish identity W [ ] [ ) [ ]
9. Be objective [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ]
10. Promote a love of

Judai sm L ] [ ] [ ] Ll

11. Show students the
beauty of the Jewish

tradition [ 3] [ ] [ ] [ ]
12. Encourage students
to be religious A i ] [ ] [ ]

15. Help younger
scholars along in
their work and

career Ll N L] i ]
14. Make oneself

available to the
Jewish community
as a lecturer or

consul tant [ ] L3 [ ] [ ]

15. Do research and
% publish [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ]
1 2 3 4

What are the obligations of an organization of Judaica scholars?
{Check as many as apply)

16.[ ] Publish a good journal

17.[ 1 Make kosher food available at annual meetings

18.[ ] Support the struggle for Soviet Jewry

19.[ ] Take a stand on Israel-Arab relations

20.[ ] Encourage universities to make new appointments in Jewish studie
21.[ ] Give recognition to significant scholarly achievement in the fie
22.[ ] Encourage Jewish religious observance

23.[ ] Run an employment service

24.[ ] Serve as an intellectual resource for the Jewish community

25.[ 1 Have collective Birkat Hamazon after communal meals




Page 10
How often have you done the following:

Never Only once Occasionally Frequently Just
or twice about
in my entire all the
career time

26. Talked with
! colleapues
about Jewish
matters of
1 concern to
them [ ] [ ] [ ] L 1 [ ]

27. Lectured to
students under
Hillel or other
Jewish student
proup sponsob-

ship [ ] [ = [ ] [ ] [ ]

28. Counszeled
students on
personal
problems re-
lating to their
Jewishness [ ] e i [ ] [ ]

29. Served on a
committee or
advised adminis-
trators or
colleagues on
matters relating
to the guality
or character of
Jewish life on

Campus [ 1] [ ] { ] [ ] [ ]

30. Advised students
on sources to
asalst in their
personal Jewish
growth and
exploration G [ 1] [ ] [ ] [ ]

31. Spoken publicly
at a university

_ function as a

' representative

| of the Jewish

community on

] campus [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ) L ]




Please indicate whom you voted for in e

presidential elections.

Fage 11

ach of the last two

i
A8 1976
32=-33 1[ ] McGovern 1{ ] Carter
2[ ] Nixon 2[ ] Ford
30 1 "Left" third party 3[ 1 McCarthy
4] ] Other candidate 4] ] Maddox
5[ ] Not eligible to vote 5[ ] "Left" third party
6[ 1] Did not vote 6[ 1 Other candidate
7[ 1 Not eligible to vote
8] ] Did not vote
Would you describe your overall political inclinations as:
34 1[ ] Far left 5[ ] Somewhat conservative
2[ ] Very liberal 6[ ] Very conservative
3] 1 Somewhat liberal 71 1 Far right
4 ] Moderate g[ 1 None of these
1V
JEWISH BACKGROUND
what sorts of Jewish education did you receive as you Were
growing up? (Check as many as apply)
15.[ ] Sunday School 40.[ ] Yeshiva High School
36.[ ] Private Tutor 41.[ ] Hebrew College
37.] 1 Afternoon Hebrew School 42.[ 1 Yiddish Elementary School
38.[ ] Hebrew High School 43.[ 1 Yiddish Secondary School
39.[ ] Yeshiva Elementary School
44 Were you ordained? 1{ ] Yes 2[ ] No
Listed below are a few ritual cbservances which are primarily
observed in the home. Check the observances usually practiced
in your parents' home while you were growing up and in your
home at the present time.
. Parentsa' Home Your Home
45. Lighting of candles on
Friday night [ ] [ ]
46. No ham or bacon served at home [ ) [ ]
47. Use of two sets of dishes for
milk and meat products [ ] [ ]
48. Have or attend a Passover Seder [ ] [ ]
49. No bread eaten in home on Passover -3 )
50. Lighting of Chanukah candles [ ] )
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| &1 Are you a member of a synagogue? 1[ ] Yes 2[ ] No

How frequently do you attend synagogue services? (Check one)

‘ 59 i[ ] HNever 5[ ] Once a month
2] 1 Just for a Bar Mitzvah 6] 1] A few times a month
and other occasional 7[ 1 Once a week
3 celebrations Bl 1] A few times a week
3[ ] Only on Rosh Hashanah 9] 1 Daily

and Yom Kippur

4[ 1 On Rosh Hashanah, Yom
Kippur and other
holidays

We have listed here five personal traditional Jewish religious
practices. Please indicate whether they were observed by your
parents during your childhood and whether you observe them

oW «
Observed by your Observed by
parents during you now
your childhood
53, Fast on Yom Kippur [ ] [ ]
54. No meat eaten in non-
kosher restaurants L3 L)
55, No lights turned on and
off on the Sabbath el i ]

§6. Do noet handle money
on the Sabbath [ ] [ ]
57. Fast on Ta'anit Esther [ ] [ ]

1 2

What dencmination Jew do you consider yourself to be?

5B 1[ ] Non-denominational 5[ ] Traditional
2[ 1 Reconstructionist 6[ ] oOrthodox
3] 1 Reform 7[ 1 Secularist
4[ ] Conservative B[ ] other
)
. BIOGRAPHICAL

| what is your marital status?

59 1[ ] Never married
| 2[ 1 Married, living with spouse
| 2[ 1 Separated
| <[ 1 Divorced
Bl 1 wWidowed




60

bi=-bd

64-65

66-67

Do you have children?

1[ 1 None 5[ 1 Four
2[ ] One 6[ ] Five
3[ 1 Two 7l )
4[ |} Three

Are you: 1[ ] Male 21 )

How old are you?

What was your father's principal occupation when
high school?
01[ 1 College or university teaching, 08[
research or administration
02[ ] Rabbi 03[
03[ ] Secular elementary or 10[
secondary school
teaching or administration 11(
04 ] Jewish elementary or 12|
secondary school teaching
or administration
05[ ] Other professional 13]
06[ ] Semiprofessional 14 [
07[ ] Owner, large business
15[

SiX Oor more

Female

Page 13

you were in

Managerial ,
administrative

Owner, small business
Other white collar:
clerical, retail sales
Skilled wage worker
Semi and unskilled
wage worker or farm
laborer

Armed Services

Farm owner or
manager

Not employed outside
the home

What is your basic institutional salary, before taxes and deductions,
for the current academic year?

01[ ] Below $10,000 orl ]
02[ ] $10,000-%11,999 o8[ )
03[ ] %$12,000-$13,999 09( ]
0o4f ] $14,000-%16,9909 10[ ]
05{ ] $17,000-%19,999 11[ ]
06L ] $20,000-%$24,999

$25,000-%29,999
$30,000-534,999
$35,000-539,989
$40,000-549,993
$50,000 and over

In recent years, how much have you earned over and above your
basic salary? Please estimate as a percentage of your basic

salary.

i[] o% 5[ 1 30%-39%

2[ 1 Under 10% 6[ ] 40%-49%

3[ ] 10%-19% 7[ ] 50% and over
al 1 20%-29%
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What was your total family income, before taxes, in calendar

year 19787

1[ 1 Below $10,000

21 ] $10,000-%14,999
3[ ] %$15,000-%15,999
4[ 1 $20,000-%29,999
s[ ] $25,000-%$29,999

In what country were:

You born

6[ ]
7i
B[ ]
8l ]

$30,000-%39,999
5240,000-549,999
£50,000-§99, 999
$100,000 and over

Father born

Mother born

How many of your grandparents were born in the United States?

(Please check one)

One
Two
Three
Four

[
[
[
l

s L4 [
e et BF

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR TIME AND HELP, PLEASE
RETURN THIS IN THE MAIL AS QUICKLY AS YOU CAN.



April 10, 1979

Dr. Harry . Barron

Matinnal Foandation For Jewlsh Cualtare
122 Fast 42nd St.

New Yark, M. Y. 10017

Dear Harry:

If we can provide a challenge grant to the Association For The
Sncinlogical Study of Jewry of hall the amount they request I
think it wonld be a nice thing, Certainly, we could find $1500

a year for three years in onr grants bundget. These are all men
who have warked clasely with ns and they represent people who
are nften consulted by the cormmunities. [ think it would be a
plos and we conld shnw them off at G, A,

The JWE Book Nanual is anather matter. Why should JWB
get all kinda of credit and not faot the full bill? I am also not
convinced about the ongoning significance »f this project. That
is ansther matter.

On muanurill, 1 have sach feelings abount the man
that I do not want tn get started with himm. The kind of information
that he asks for is narrow and would be of littie use for our pur-
poses. [ do not think yon have to pay any attention to the stady,

Finally, yes, Il have seen the AJS News Letter. It might be in-
tereating to have this material xeroxed and available lor oar
meeting in Jane,

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




—

NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE

122 EAST 42ND STREET . NEW YORK, M. ¥, 10017 . 490-2280

THIS LETTER ALSO SENT TO DR. STEVEN M. COHEN

EOR YOur INFORMATION
April 30, 1979

Dr. Samuel Z. Klausner
Editor

Professor of Sociology
University of Pennsylvania
3718 Locust Walk/CR
Philadelphia, Pa. 19104

Dear Sam:

Rabbi Silver and I have discussed your letter to him
of March 27th regarding a grant from this Foundation to
the Association for the Soclological Study of Jewry. Wa
are mindful of the growth and development of the Association
as well as of the accomplishments through its Conferences
and the publication of Contem & . We would
very much like to be helpful to the Association but we are
faced with severely limited financial resources,

Would it be helpful to you If the National Foundation
for Jewish Culture would provide you with a challenge

the purposes you have in mind. We shall look forward
to hearing from you,

Sincerely,

Harry 1. Barron
HIB:bg Executive Director




NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE

122 gasT 42MD STREET . MEW YORKE, M.v. 10017 . 490-2280

April 30, 1979

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver
The Temple

University Circle at Silver Park
Cleveland ,Ohio 44106

Dear Dan:

Perhaps you know that a Festschrift honoring Joe Blau has been in
the making for some time now a e editor, Maurice Wohlgelernter,
came to see me the other day to ask whether there was some way in

which we could be helpful to them.

It seems that Columbia University Press which will be publishing
the volume is holding up the works pending receipt of a subsidy of
$7000. The group has now raised about half of this amount and is
desperately trying to find the rest as quickly as possible, hoping to
get the volume published while Joe is still alive. As you know, he
has had several major operations and the prognosis is not very bright.
I have given Wohlgelemnter a number of suggestions but I am wondering
whether we couldn't find something like 51000-51500 for this volume.
As you will see from the enclosed Table of Contents, there are a number
of interesting essays that should prove to be worthwhile contributions.
It certainly compares very favorably with the latest issue of the AJS
Review to which we contributed 510, 000.

It would dertainly seem to me that this kind of expenditure as well
as the idea of a challenge grant of $1500 for the Association for the
Sociological Study of Jewry could offset one of our smaller doctoral
dissertation grants.

Do let me have your thinking on this at your early opportunity .
Warm regards ,

HIB:bg
encls.
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For

JOSEPH L, BLAU

| lsague ,\teacher,| fr iend

who unitied, clarified snd revealed

end who always set for us o

noble example
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Preface

This jubilee volume is a labor of love. Wishing to express their love,
a group of former teschers, col leagues and students of Joseph L, Blau felt
that the written word would best revesl snd confirm It. Hence, what all the
participants in this volume have to Say=--each one unique|y express ing
thoughts Inspired in some tangible way by their celebrant--is the very comm|tted
and permanent expression of that love,

Furthermore, the participants--especially the editors--were mot i veted
Yo publish this Festschrift for yet another resson. Reviewing Professor Blau's
three decades end some at Columbia University prior to his recent retirement,
they concluded, as did other editors on another occasion, that "too often,
dli‘l'lnguilhld scademic careers pass virtually unnoticed into the waves of
time, Ironically, the tault==if that word cen be used--is the professor's;
he pertorms his duties so well for so long that consistent excellence Is tTaken
for granted.” The editors of this Eestschrift simply refused to take that
excel lence for granted, Always oware that, In the |ife of & man, especially
an scademiclian, there can be no mors paintul, nay, frlghf-nlng*n--nf than
when, atter a long and distinguished career, he finally walks out of the halls
of his university for the last time, too often unsung, unheralded and UNBCCOMm=
panied by elther students or col leagues, much |ess teachers, snd thus terribly
alone, the editors Intend this volume To serve as 2 reminder to This scholar
that his splendid accomp|ishments have not been “washed away by the waves of
time." On the contrary, they are lestingly recorded here so thet he need

never again feel the particular loneliness that often takes over the end of

& distinguished academic career.
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In tact, the idea of publishing this volume occurred at the very
moment of Dr., Blau's greatest loneliness. When, in the summer of 1977, he
underwent me jor surgery and was, naturally, deeply perturbed ihuuf.lfl out=
come,we Thought that nothing could possibly add as much encouragesent to his
recovery as a Ju;:rlln collection, a promising reminder that all of us 4o
indeed care. Whether this decision added anything to his subsequent recovery
con hardly be argued with any certainty, What is, however, certain is that
it helped immeasursbly in persuading him thet, because others, too, shared
his anxieties, he was note=nor need ever be--starkly alona,

Soon after that ditficult Summer, & small group=-James A, Martin, Jr.,
David R, Blumenthal, Peter Hare, Howard Rodest and |--met To refine the plan
and content of this work. Together, we confirmed three basic decisions.
First, the volume would be so arranged that each of the sections would reflect,
In some messure, the four ma jor areas of Blau's scholerly concern: the
philosophy of religion, the history and philosophy of Judaism, American
philosophy and soclal philosophy. Second, towsrd that end, each section
editor would, atter receiving articles from former students and col leagues
of Dr, Blau, sssume the responsiblility for reading and editing them and
preparing them for finel publication. In eddition, each editor would then
contribute & brief Introduction to his section, describing the naturs of its
content and Its relstion to the general theme of the Eestschrift. Third, nn.
comp leting his own ass gnment, each editor would then read and comment on the
other sections. In that way, The co-editors would, In part, shere In the
general editing of the entire volume, thus insuring that, whenever possible,

*ach section would somshow be connected to every other.

That these assignments ware, for the most part, executed as planned
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Is due, In no small part, to the diligence, determination and dedication of
The co-editors. They labored long to cooperate with esch other and with me
To maintain always & sort of unity In our diversity. Since all but one
resides away from Mew York Clty, the group had to travel considerable distances
to sttend editorial meetings, helping, thereby, to resclve some of the myriad
details that usually accompany the publication of such Festschriften. This
work, then, Is, In many ways, the coordinate result of Their ster|ing
efforts,

IT will not, of course, escape the attention of the reader that what
links, Interestingly, the work of the co-editors and Their respective parti-
cipants [s not only the occasion of This celebration but also the dress That
pervaded all of Dr. Blau's life: the uniting of people of totally different
training ang differing temperaments to work harmon iously toward a specific
gosl, The fruitful joinlng together of this disparate group of widely repre-
sentetive writers and Thinkers==a humanist, & Catholic priest, a Presbyterian
deacon, an orthodox rabbl, on ethical culturlst to name but a few==is, there-
fore, as much & celebration of Blau the cultural ecumenist as Blau the man.
And this may be, Uitimately, the greatest tribute to his work In, among
other sress, the phllosophy of rel iglon,

As sditor-in-chlet, | Sisumed, ot The very outset, the respons Ihlll'rrl
for plenning the neture of the entire volume, for coordinating the etforts
of the co-sditers, for writing the general introduction=-s brlef study of
Blau's major Intellectual Interests--and, tinally, for seeing the entire
work through the varlous steges of editing, production snd publicetion,

Though this editorship demanded interminable hours and an unending precccupat loa

with nettlesome minutiae, | was fortunate In baing able to lean, when necessary,
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on my co-editors, whose active Support and, above all, warm friendship made
of this at times seemingly imposs ible project & genuine |sbor of love, And
were it not, also, for the meticulous attention given to the Typing and final
copy editing of the completed manuscript by Sam DeKay, Secretary of our
Editorial Committes, this volume might never have been submitted on schedule,
& schedule demanding publication In Fall| 1979, to colincide appropriotely with
The celebrant's seventieth birthday,

The editing of this book has placed me under many hoeppy obl igations,
| am particulerly grateful to 2ll the contrlbutors who answered our requests

for their essays, comments and reflections with avidity and ajscrity,

Professor end Mrs. Salo W. Baron were esp cially helpful in man ways dur Ing -
“llﬁ‘- Yo 1 sl &k B . li#ﬂlbﬁ

Elises \ivas, Professor o I meritus, Northiwes . N.)

Grace Schvlm ““"':‘:1
versity of New York, Emile Capouya, Edward N, Poto er\and Michae| Schlllﬂ'llln, ”*ftt

every stage of the book's progress .

who carefully read my Introduction emid thelr own pressing work, glving me

the advantage of their criticism and encouragement ,

| offer warmest thenks to Loujs Levy, Acting Desn of the School of
Liberal Arts end Sclences, whose concern and assistence have always been s
source of [nspiretion to me, To my Trusted friend Andrew Lavender, Chalrman,
Department of English, for giving every draft of everything | write detalled
and aftect lonate rendings=--he I8, In tect, my unnamed co=author=-and for hls
abiding concern for my waltare, | owe him more than | can every hope to
express,

For encoursgement and other 8id, | s= very grateful to a Aumber of
col leagues and fri-‘r:ld:--FhHIp Austin, Willlam F, Bernhardt, Jone G2l loway,

W
Matthew Goldste n, ermott and Micheel Wyschogrod. My greatest
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Inspiration remains, as slways, my revered tescher and spiritual guide, RaVN
e
Joseph B. SoloveitBhik. | am also very mindful of the genercous help end

counse| granted to me by my friend and colleague Rabbl Joseph M, Lookstein.

Te my wite, Esther, and to our children, Debra, EII] and Beth, | am
forever indebted tor their love, sbiding taith, and tor thelr prayerful
hopes for the future,

Elesnor Blau, for reasons too numercus to mention, most certainly
deserves Yo share in this celebration,

The tinal sentence of this briet Pretace, however, is reserved for
Joseph L. Blau himself, to whom this book is dedicated with love, & love
meant to echo that recorded st the close of his own Preface to JAudsism in
America: "In @ sense, then, my students are my unnamed co-authors. To all
of them, past end present, | dedicate This work with love,"

M.,

Baruch Col lage

of the
City University of New York
December 20, 1978
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March 3, 1979

professor Maurice wohlgelernter
pepartment of English

paruch College, CUNY

17 Lexington Avenue

New York, N.Y. 10010

Re: History, Religion and spiritual Democracy

Dear Mauricei

Now that the final manuscript for the Blau Festschrift
has been turned over to the Press we shall joyrully
proceed to edit it as soon as it can be fitted into our
schedule. We will be unable, however, to send the manu-
script to the printer for typesetting until we have
received the subsidy called for by the contract, 7,000,
The manufacturing estimate, by the way, sugges-s that the
book will run to about 464 pages, instead of the 300 to
400 we had discussed. 1f you can trim anything we would
appreciate your doing so, because even with the subsidy
we face pricing problems.

1 know you are as anxious as we are to see the publication
of this work, and 1 hope we can all look forward to the
speedy conclusion of the financial arrangements 80 that
work on the boock can be completed without delay.

ginceraly,

JOM/dx
ec: William F, Bernhardt




Dr. Harry 1 Barron

MNatisnal Fanndatisn Far Jewish Cultare
122 Eapt 42ad Street

Mew York. N Y 10017

Dear Harry:

Id-n't think we ~oght t~ plonge ahead with the Festschrift
hon~ring Jre Blan withaut some averal! paliey It will

aot be an indispensible tanl for Jewish scholars How will
we inrn down the next soch request that comes down the
plke? Joe is a nice fellow, but C~lumbia and his students

nught t~ care ensugh about him to see that it is developed
My vate would be nn Incidentally, I disagree that it com-
pares favorably with the latest issue of the AJS Review,
which ls nst saying muach frr either publication

As always,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




M=zy 16, 1979

Dr. Harry L Barron

National Foondation For Jewish Culinre
122 Easgt 42nd St,

New York, N. Y. L0017

Dear Harry:

Iam sore yoa have seen the letter Michael Meyer sent me.

I wonld like 8 memo off your diecassions with him on JCA,
Did you disconrage him or was he simply onwilling to walk
this path? My feeling is that we onght not to undertake any
further fonding of the AJS Review. Mnpst endowment grants
are for a limited time and then the institution must find ways
to up the cost. My answer to Mike Meyer is eaclosed.

Where are we as far a8 monies that will be spent next year?

As always,

Daniel Jeramy Silver




NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE

122 EasST 42MD STREET C NEW YORK, M. Y. 10017 . 490-2280

May 21, 1979

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver

The Temple

University Circle at Silver Park
Cleveland, O. 44106

Dear Dan:

I am sorry 1 missed your return call on Priday. I had to be out
of the office for a few minutes at just that time.

The primary purpose of this letter is to review with you some of
the thinking I have been doing, at Hamry's request, on the conferences
we had talked about. Harry has had discussions with a number of
people in the fields of community organization, Jewish Education, etc,
who would know the job situation and prospects for academics, and
there is nothing he has learned that gives cause for optimism. It
appears that there is little in a young Ph.D.'s training which qualifies
him for any Jewish communal position unless he or she first obtains
some specific professional preparation. In addition, there has been
very little thinking about the numbers of job openings likely to develop
in any particular field over the next few years.

Based on this information, I am suggesting the following scenario
on which I would like your comments. I propose we get in touch with
Eli Ginzberg at Columbia who I think yYou know is one of the leading
manpower experts in this country, to see if he can suggest anything
based on his knowledge of how to proceed in this specific area. At
the same time, we would begin preparing for a major national conference,
to be held in June, 1980 on "Planning in ield of Jewish Scholarship”.
At this conference which might be one or two days, the following subjects

c¢ould be discussed:
) Manpower - supply and demand;
2) Imbalances among the various disciplines in Jewish Studies:
3) Establishing support priorities for funding organizations:

4) Integrating Judaic Studies and General Humanities:

5) The Jewish commun ity and Judaic Studies - mutual obligations:
6) Creating new opportunities for Jewish scholarship,




Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver -2- May 21,1979

In order to plan for this conference I suggest that we hold a planning
meeting of such individuals as Meyer and Fox, Eli Ginzberg, and others
who might contribute to this session to provide a concrete format and
select those who will participate in the later conference. I think that
based on this planning meeting and our conferences with Eli Ginzberg
you will have the basis of a report to our Board, while the conference
itself will provide an opportunity for elaboration on a host of related
areas, public exposure, and participation by our lay leadership.

Though Harry knows in general what I have been thinking I thought

it would be good for me to solicit your comments prior to solidifving this
into a concrete proposal and plan.

Cordially,

ham Atik
AA:bg Assistant Director




May 31, 1979

Mr. Abraham Atik
agslistant Director

Hational Foundation For Jewish Culture
122 East 42nd St.

Wew York, N.Y. 10017

Dear Abed

[his willl simply acknowledpe receipt of your letter of
day 1l. We talked over most of the isaues over the
telephone. I havé not heard from you on a date for the
meeting we contemplate.

I would only add that I do not want snother study to
anerge.

Sincarely,

Danial Jemeny Ssllver
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HEBREW UNION COLLEGE — JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION

Cincinnati = New York = Los Angeles = Jerusalem

SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES el CLIFTON AVERUE » CINCINNATIL, OHID 45230
Office of the Dean [513] 3311478

March 9, 1979

Rabbi Daniel J. Silver
Congregation Tifereth Israel

The Temple

University Circle and Silver Park
Cleveland, Ohio UL106

Dear Danny:

I have just spoken on the phone to Harry Barron to inform him that
because something of an emergency just came up this very morning,
I have to cancel my trip to New York for the meeting of the
Fellowship Committee at the National Foundatien.

I am very distressed at having to make this decision, but there is
just no way I can be away from the College on April 2. Believe me
that I was looking forward to the meeting with the greatest antici-
pation at finally having a chance to be involved with the
Foundation. Thanks to your effort this almost became a reality.
And now due to circumstances quite beyond my control, I can't make
it.

-

It is difficult for me to find suitable words to apologize for
having to cancel out so late in the day. Let me be so forward none-
theless to hope that you won't hold this against me and that next
year, God willing, no similar emergency will arise and I will be ,
able to participate. (I had already sent in my grade sheets on the
applications that had been sent to me, and some of them were very
impressive. It was good to see how many first rate young pecple
are coming along in some of our fields,)

All good wishes. Forgive me. -

Sincerely yours,

Herbert H. Paper

HHP : rmn




May 21, 1979

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver

The Temple

University Circle at Silver Park
Cleveland, O. 44]0¢

Dear Dan:

Iam sorry I missed your return call on Priday, I had to be out
of the office for a few minutes at just that time.

The primary purpose of this letter is to review with you some of
the thinking I have been doing, at Harry's request, on the conferences
we had talked about. Harry has had discussions with a number of
people in the fields of community organization, Jewish Education, eto,
who would know the job situation and Prospects for academics, and
there is nothing he has learned that gives cause for optimism, It
appears that there is little in a young Ph.D.¥s training which qualifies
him for any Mwish communal position unless he or she firat obtains
Some apecific professional preparation, In addition, there has been
very little thinking about the numbers of job openings likely to develop
in any particular field over the next few years.

Based on this informa tion, I am suggesting the following scenario
on which I would like your comments. 1 propose we get in touch with
EH Ginzberg at Columbia who 1 think you know 18 one of the leading
manpower experts in this country, to see If he can Suggest anything
based on his knowledge of how to proceed in this specific area. At

to be held in June, 1980 on " n e Fle e
At this conference which might be one or two days, the following subjects
could be discussed:

) Manpower - Supply and demand;

2) Imbalances among the various disciplines in Jewlsh Studies;

3) Establishing support pricrities for funding organizationa;

4) Integrating Judalc Studies and General Humanities:

§) The Jewish commun ity and Judate Studies - mutual obligations;
6) Creating new opportunities for Jewish scholars hip.




Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver -2- May 21,1979

In order to plan for this conference I suggest that we hold a planning
meeting of such individuals as Meyer and Fox, Ell Ginzberg, and others

who might contribute to this session to provide a concrete format and
select those who will participate in the later conference. I think that

based on this planning meeting and our conferences with Eli Ginzberg
you will heve the basis of a seport to our Board, while the conference
itself will provide an opportunity for elaboration on a host of related
areas, public exposure, and participation by our lay leadership.

Though Harry knows in general what I have been thinking I thought
it would be good for me to solicit your comments prior to solidifying this

into a concrete proposal and plan.

Cordially,

Abraham Atik
Assistant Director

AA:bg




ASS0OCIATION FOR JEWISH STUDIES

President Fubtutive Sacrelnry
Michael A. Meyer Charles Berlin

Hebrew Union College — Harvard University

jewish Institute of Religion Widener Library M

Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138

Wice=Presidents 617-495-2985
David R. Blumenthal

Emory University May 1':'. 1979

Jlane 5. Gerber
Graduate Cenler

City University of Mew York Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver
Frank Talmage The Temple
University of Toronto University Circle & Silver Park
Cleveland, Ohio 44106
Eecvelary-Tresswrer
Nahum M. Sarna Dear Dan:

Brandeis University

For a number of months now I have been concerned with

Faitor, AJS Mewshenes
securing the financial position of the Association for Jewish

M“f,',.':vﬁﬂ?f:'if Californta Studies. As you know, I have especially sought to put the
Los Angeles AdSreview on a firm basis, lest the scholarly annual, which

has already made a marked contribution, be imperiled when the
current National Foundation for Jewish Culture grant expires

with the publication of volume 5.

My conversations with yourself and Harry Barron have as
yet borne no fruit. After exploring the possibility of AJS
membership in the Joint Cultural Appeal, I have become convinced
that, given its current structure, the JCA is most unlikely
to vote for the inclusion of a new member, which would mean
reducing the share of the present beneficiaries. In addition,
it may in fact be more appropriate for the AJS, as an academic
rather than a cultural organization, to remain outside the JCA.

The best path to follow, therefore, seems to be to request
that the National Foundation make an ongoing commitment to the
AJSreview. I believe that the catholicity of our publication,
representing as it does all disciplines in the area of Jewish
studies, gives it an unusual status unlike that of more
specialized journals, At the same time, the AJS does not
possess an endowment, as do some other Jewish scholarly bodies,
and cannot hope to support the Review from its own funds with-
out raising membership dues to prohibitive levels. The long
standing and fundamental interest of the National Foundation
in the advancement of Jewish studies in American institutions
of higher learning makes it the most logical source for
ongoing funding.

May I therefore hereby reguest officially that the National
Foundation for Jewish Culture commit itself to ongoing financial
support of the AJSreview on the basis of actual costs incurred,
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subject, of course, to periodic reviews. While I do not want to appear
importunate, and while I am aware of the other demands upon the funds

of the National Foundation, the responsibilities of my office and my own
commitment to the future of AJS publication activity requires that I be
able to assure the Board of Directors of the AJS with regard to the
financing of our AJSreview when it meets again this December. I would
therefore be most grateful if a decision could be reached as soon as
proper procedure will allow.

I am writing this letter to you, Dan, because of your commitment
to the AJS, our long standing personal relationship, and your active
role in the work of the National Foundation. Please feel free to share
its contents with all who are relevant to the decision making process.
I hope [ may look forward to a response in the very near future,

Warmest personal regards.

Cordially,

Michael A. Meyer

MAM:nc
cc: Dr. Harry [. Barron
Dr. Nahum M. Sarna

Dr. Frank Talmage
Dr. Charles Berlin




May 16, 1979

Rabbi Michael A. Meyer
Hebrew Tnion College -
Jewish Institote of Religion
3101 Clifton Ave,
Cincinnati, Ohin 45220

Dear Mike:

1am in receipt of your letter of May 10 and will take up the
mnatter with the powers that be at the Foundation. [am ont

a prophet but [ wonld doubt that the Fonndation would want to
andertake a permanent commitment of this type. The purpose
of endewment monies is to stimnlate new activity and then for
the prganization responsible o find appropriate ways of main=
taining & project if it has proven its worth.

Please do not take this as the final answer. It is written in
friendeship and it is my feeling that you ought to be canvassing
many other ways of funding the Review.

As ll'ﬁif'j

Daniel Jeremy Silver

DJStmp




July 12, 1979

Dr. Harry Barron

National Foundation For Jewlish Culture
122 East L2nd Street

New York, H.Y. 10017

Dear Harry:

It was a long meeting but I think it
to be dane, at least 1n respect
We ocught to make the routine
anouncamenta as we do each year.
from Abe a detalled outline of his
which I wlll then look over and res
I am enclosing

a copy of the letter I sent Mike Meyer to bring you up-to-date.

My expenses to lew York were $160.00. See you soon.




NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE

122 AsT 42M0 STRLLT . MW YOMK, N.Y. [N 7T . 907 IR0

(SEE ATTACHED LIST OF THOSE TO WHOM THIS LETTER WAS SENT)

MEMORANDUM ©®[‘ W

Jutwr |2, 1979
To:
From: Harry 1. Barron, Executive Director
Sub ject: Consultation on Judaic Scholars! Employment Crisis

In the course of our work with the schalarly community
we have become incruasingly aware of a problem which we
believe has Important implications for the Jewish commun i Ty
and concerning which we are seeking your counsel., Simply put,
a significant number of doctoral students in Jewish Studies
will not be able to find academic positions because of
demographic realities and budgotary cutbacks. By the nature ol
of thelir training, these Individuals represent a reservolr of s
Talent of both analytic skills and Judaic know ledge which we
feel the Jewlsh community can |1l afford to losa,

In order to develop soma possible steps to deal with this
Situation we are Inviting a small number of key organizatlon
heads to meet with us on June 26, 1979, at |l a.m. at our
otfices. In addition to getting a brief presentation of the
dimensions of the problem, the session will attempt to explore
what the field of Jewish communal servica, working In partner-
ship with the scholarly community, might be able to do to
meat this chal lenga.

We do hope that you, or a membar of your staff you might
wish to designate, will Join us at this meeting. Return of
the enclosed card Indicating your attendance will be much
appreciated.

enc.




THE ATTACHED LETTER SENT TO:

EXECUTIVE
Dr. Shimon Frost, EVP

Bertram H. Gold, EYP

Rabbi Henry Slegman, ED

Nathan Perelmutter, MNat.D.

Dr. Daniel Thursz, EVP

Rabbl Oscar Groner, Dir.

Phillp Bernstein, EVP

Ms. Aline Kaplan, ED

Mrs. Marjorie N. Cohen,ED

Albert D. Chernln, EVC

Arthur Rotman, EVP

Matthew Penn, ED

COPY

American Assoclatlon for Jewlsh Education
114 Fifth Avenue, NYC 1001 |

American Jewish Committee
I65 E. 56th St., NYC 10022

American Jewish Congress

I5 East 84th 5t., NYC 10028

Antl-Defamation Léague of B'nal B'rith
345 East 46Th St., NYC 10017

B'nal B'rith
|640 Rhode Island Ave., NW, Washlngton, DC 20036

B'nal B'rith HIllel Foundations
640 Rhode Island Ave., NW, Wash,, DC 20036

Councli of Jewish Federations & Welfare Funds
575 Lexlington Avenue, NYC 10022

Hadassah
50 West 58th St., NYC 10019

Natlonal Councl| of Jewlsh Weman
|2 East 26th St., NYC 10010

National Jewlsh Comm. Relations Advisory Counc] |
25 WesT 42nd S5t., NYC 10036 !

Matlonal Jawlsh Welfare Beard
I3 East 26th St,, NYC 10010

Conferance on Jewlsh Communal sarvice
I5 East 26th St., NYC 10010
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NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE

122 EAST 42ND STREET . MEW YORK, M.¥, 10017 . 490-2280

This letter also sent to: Dr. Milton Konvitz, Cornel | University,
PO Box 1000, |thaca,-NY |4853

Somrilr note ot by W) B Fo Bursch Jevire v H, Herzeg

June |3, 1979 @ @ P T‘f

Pr. Jerry Hochbaum, Assoclate Executive Director
Memorial Foundatlion for Jewlsh Culture

15 East 26th St.

New York, NY [00]0

Dear Jerry:

You wlll recall that some time ago we reviewed the
tindings of the survey conducted by the Assocliatlon for
Jewlsh Studles of Its members with particular regard to
T™he numbers of doctorates belng produced In the field of
Jewlsh Studles, Concern was expressed about the emp |loymant
possibll|tles of people who wil| be completing thelr studles
at a time of shrinking enrclIments and budgetary cutbacks.
(Minutes of that meeting are enclosed,)

Yoy wll| note that the Natlonal Foundatlon was asked
to review wlth other communal organlzations the potential
for absorbing some of these scholars Into the Jewlsh
communal professions. Following dlscusslons with some of
these organlzatlons, we have scheduled a meeting on this

.matter, for the purposes of Jolnt consultation, to take
place on Tuesday, June 26, |979 at. 11:00 at the NFJC offlce,

We do hope you wll| be able to Joln us at that meet-
Ing and wlll Indicate your plans on the response card,

Thank you,

Slncerely,

A

Abfaham Atlk g
Afs|stant Executlive Dlresctor

sa/dbs
enc




'h_lff.{_;:::-..,g_ 2 &*‘v“'--i e,
) Ii‘-’—#--‘—'---l_-l'—

V) oy Ll 0 g
i

NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE

122 EAST 4280 STREET . MEW YORK, N.Y. 10017 490-2280
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MEMORANDUM

June 18, 1979

To: Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver
From: Abraham Atik

Subject: June 26, 1979 meeting

In preparation for the meeting next week I am sending you a copy
of the memorandum that was sent out inviting participation at this
session and a list of those invited to attend. We expect to have a
clearer idea of the attendance in the next few days.

As the memorandum indicated, this meeting is meant to elicit
ideas for further consideration rather than as a forum in which specific
proposals will be put forward. The way I see it you will chair the
meeting, giving a short background statement on the Foundation's
involvement with Jewish Studies and the particular role that Jewish
Studies does and can play in the American Jewish community. Mike
Meyer will provide a description of the scope of the problem and of
the special skills those who work for their doctorates possess which
make them an asset to the Jewish community. Mike should also
stress that students could be guided into seeking additional training

in specific areas if that is required to make them more suitable
candidates for the various Jewish professions.

The comments of the group might the n be solicited by you as
chairman. These comments might be specific, in t’::[m_?}lﬂf_pf_q[gg,lnns
) : mants in individunl fiﬂlda and of the type of
' 7 tha : : ' ctical, such as
ugh
the Aaauciatlﬂn af ewiah Etudl&i. and the ¢ zed circulation
of selected resumés of academics through th '‘oundation;

and Tomyer range, sUCh a8 setting up a task force to find innovative
wa¥5 toutitize yaung schiclars in the community.

It is difficult to determine how long the meeting will actually
take, although I don't think this part of it will take more than
one and one-half or two hours, We might want to consider inviting
some of those attending to remain and discuss the possibilities of
a conference such as I described to you in my recent letter.

I look forward to seeing you next week .




NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE

122 EAST 42ND STREET . NEW YORK, N.Y. 10017 . 490-2280

Office of the President

MEMORANDUM

June 26, 1979

To: Members of the Executive Committee

From: Amos Comay

I am calling a meeting of the Executive Committee for
Wednesday, July 1llth, 2:45 p.m., in the Foundation's
of fice.

We sghall recelve reports from several committees that
will have met beforehand and have recommendations requiring
our action on behalf of the Foundation,

We shall then proceed as the Search Committee under the
chairmanship of Mike Zeltzer to consider steps for
selecting a successor to Dr. Barron when he retires next
June,

It is important to have the benefit of your participa-
tion, and I hope therefore that you will let me know on the
enclosed reply card that you plan to attend.

Kind regards.




June 27, 1979

Dr. Harry Darron

Hatlional Foundation For Jewlah Culture
122 E. U2nd Street

Hew York, H.Y. 10017

Dear Harry:

I thought the meeting tock us about aa far as we can MO
and I was very pleased with the spirit of cooperation by
everyone who attended. I wonder if you would drop a short

note to each of these people expressing my thenlks for their
time amxi interest.

I have put the date of July 11 on the calendar and will plan
to make a presentation to the Board on a mmber of matters:

1) The half support of the AJS Review.
2) Continuation of the grants progrem,
3) COur review of mamepower issues.

My expenses to New York were $160. It was good seeing you.
Hext time let's have a drink and talk.

Sincerely,

Danlel Jeremy Silver







NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE
122 EAST 42MD STREET . MEW YORK, M.Y. 10017 . 490-2280

July 17, 1879

Rabbi Daniel Jeramy Silver

The Temple
University Circle at Silver Park
Cleveland, Chio 44106

Dear Dan:

Thank you for your note of July 12th. I am glad you felt that the
Executive Committee meeting accomplished what needed to be done. I am
a little less sanguine on that score but we did get some things in the
works ...

While we didn't get approval of the full commitment that we were
seeking for the AJSreview I think there is enough latitude to give them
some help and yet motivate them to find some additional assistance else-
where.

The copy of your letter to Mike Meyer which you enclosed is obviously
not the right one. What you sent was your letter to him of May léth.
What we would like to have is your recent response to his letter to you
of June 27th.

We are way ahead of you on sending out the fellowship announcements.
They went out July 3rd.

We need to make some new appointments to the Academic Advisory
Council. At least the following should be replaced: Blau, Herzog, Sachar
and Talmage. In addition, Baruch Levine will be onsabbatital next year
and Talmage, who was to have worked with vus this year, was away all year
so that theoretically he could be given another year. Alsc, Brandwein
did no grading this year, nor did Kravitz (both were cut of the country).

On the matter of the Conference, I'm not sure that Abe can put

together the material you want by July 22nd. Besides, we have a complication

that we need to talk over with you on the phone. I tried to reach you
this morning but could not get you at the Temple, the branch or your home.

The enclosed check is as per your statement of expenses. Best
regards.

hib/dbs
enc




Ir. Harry 1. Barron

National Foundation For Jewish Culture
122 East l2nd St.

New York, N.Y. 10017

Dear larry:

Here 1s a copy of my letter of July 13 to Mike Mever. We
did get all that I asked for as far as AJS Review is concerned.

(n the matter of the staffl of the Academic Advisory Council,
Brandwedn and Kravitz will both be back 1in the country this
year and I would keep DBaruch Levine on. Obviously, wee need
a phllosopher, an historlan, someone in rabbinies =1dd a
lebtradst. What sugpestions do you have?

By the way, I will not be avallable for grading but I would
like to delsy the Councll meeting to the first week in May
80 that I can be present.

I do want the materlal on the conference to move along so
whatever you have to talk to me about, pick up the phone,

sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver
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National Foundation For Jewish Culture
122 East 42nd Street

New York, N.Y. 10017

I will not be able to attend the

Mr, Michael Zeltzer
Dear Mike:
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ASSOCIATION FOR JEWISH STUDIES
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Charles Berlin i
Harvard University
Widener Library M
Cambridge, Massachuselis 02138
Mr. Abraham Atik, Assistant Director 617-495-2985
National Foundation for Jewish Culture
122 E. 42nd St.
New York, N.Y. 10017

September 17, 1979

Dear Abe:

I shall regard your letter as personal and confidential and therefore will
not share it with my colleagues of the AJS Executive Committee. However,
my reply must therefore also be personal and any organizational commit-
ment would have to come only after collective deliberation.

Your proposal raises a host of questions. I can only briefly indicate some
of them here.

1. Who would be invited to such a colloquia? Who would find it worthwhile
to come? There are not a great many schools entering into Jewish studies
planning at this time. For those that are, we are establishing within the
AJS a special consultation committee.

2. What would be the main purpose of such a gathering? What outcome is
desired ? The outline only lists topics. What prompts going over some of
these subjects again?

3. Whatl do seeds worthwhile is trying to get Federation leaders together
in order to sell them on scholars-in-residence for their communities. But
this I suppose is best done at a session during the Couneil of Federations
annual convention.

In short, I don't utm *l' €onference which is so broad and undirected
that it serves no practical function and only goes over old ground or dupli-
cates what we are doing through the AJS Jobs Symposium and the meeting of
representatives of graduate programs. It is in establishing a shiduch with
Jewish communities around the country where I believe the NFJC can be
most helpful. My personal feeling is that effort should be concentrated on
that endeavor. =

All good wishes for the New Year. I'. "N. D
Cordially,

Michael A. Meyer

MAM: eg
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NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE

122 EAST 42N0 STRELT . MEW YURE, N.¥. 10017 . 490- 2280

DRAFT

September 25, 1979

Dr. Michael A. Meyer
HUC-JIR

3101 Clifton Avenue
Cincinnati, Ohio 45220

Dear Mike:

You will be reading this letter following your return from Prague and I certainly
do hope your trip was successful and that you fulfilled all your expectations.

I am responding to your letter of September 17, 1979 in which you addressed
some of the ideas I described to you regarding a conference on planning for Jewish
Studies. I know your letter was written in a friendly and constructive spirit, but
it does raise issues regarding the Foundation's role in its relationship with Jewish
Studies. Though the questions youraise about the conference certainly have valid-
ity and need to be thought through in more detail before any practical steps are
undertaken, perhaps a few comments on the central isasues of the Foundation's
responsibility might be useful in thinking further about this project.

The Foundation does not see itself merely as an organization for funding Jewish
Studies. Nor does it see itself merely as an arm of the organized Jewish community
to meet those needs in Jewish Studies the federations consider of greatest concern.
Rather, the Foundation attempts to help define and address concerns which are of
importance both to the scholarly and the organized communities, particularly when
these concerns coincide,

I do not think that the Foundation can be asked merely to help seek more positions
for those receiving their doctorates or to augment salaries of those already teaching
through encouraging scholars-in-residence programs. [ think that if rational communal
decisions are going to be made in regard to Jewish Studies the communities need to
know what 18 happening in that field, how Jewish Studies respond to community need,
what kind of planning is taking place within the field that is directed toward the
problems that are emerging, and what the communitiea continuing involvement ought
to be, and it is the Foundation responsibility to help find the answers to these
questions.

I think a conference in which representatives of the field of Jewish Studies and
community representatives are brought together by the Foundation to look in a
comprehensive way at the field is something that ultimately needs to take place,
and I think that because of the emerging manpower crisis this should take place
gooner rather than later. That some of the issues a conference of this nature will
deal with have been discussed in other settings does not take away the need tb discuss
these issues as they relate to each other. The objectives of such a conference would
be to establish a framewaork, an agenda for the future,through which needs of both the




Dr. Michael A, Meyer -2- September 25, 1979

community and the scholarly world can be addressed. I would expect the results
of such a conference to go beyond the promotion of scholars-in-residence in
federated communities. It would raise such issues as: What are the reasonable
expectations for support from community agencies of Jewish Studies programming ?
How shall the community relate the financing of the teacher-training colleges to
what is happening in the universities? Can the needs of the community for trained
personnel be conveyed to the academic world, and can it respond to help fill those
needs? What can and should the community do now to assist in ameliorating the
difficult problems that are emerging in regard to the great numbers of students
completing their doctorates ?

This is not to say that the questions you raise in your letter do not need to be
thought through and that the final outline of a conference might be far different
from what I had initially conceived. Further discussion assuredly needs to bring
the issues into a sharper focus and to seek a manageable format for their discussion.
What I am questioning is the possible placement of the Foundation in a role-which
is peripheral and as an adjunct in the defining of the central issues in this field.
We ourselves have no such limited conception of our role nor do we think our record
would support this definition. Surely our support of the Association's activities
and of other scholarly efforts does not lend credence to this view of the Foundation.
It is due to these factors that we were surprised at not being invited to take part in
any way in your jobs symposium.

Certainly we wish to maintain a close relationship to the professional association
of Jewish academics, the AJS, and I think our previous support and the steps we are
contemplating for the future demonstrate this desire. We are sure that this relation-
ship is one of mutual respect of our individual roles and programs, and I am sure
that our two organizations, as well as the others which might have an impact on this
field, will work together closely in the future.

I am sure you know that I wish you and vour family a good, peaceful and
creative New Year.

Cordially,

Abraham Atik
AA:bg Assistant Director




September 28, 1979

Mr. Abraham Atik

National Foundation For Jewlsh Culture
122 East §2nd Street

New York, H.Y. 10017

Dear Abe:

The letter is fine. I would simply drop the last two sentences

of paragraph 1, page 2, beginndng, since our support. . . and
include sane such thought as this:

Frankly, 1 am surprised that you have reversed the
poslticn taken during our meeting in the apring

Where the proposal for a broad conference was thor-
oughly discussed. You seem desirous to limit ds-
cussion to an AJS forum which i1s, from my point of
view, professionslly limited and necessarily self-

serving. I am surprised that the Foundation was not

invelved in the planning of the December conlerence.
rush ahead too fast and too far you run the

f away from helpful sources of sup-

may decide to charmel their funds in other

« There is no mandate that the Foundation
activities and interests of the AJS,

Sincerely,

Dardel Jeremy Silver
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July 31, 1979

Execiurlive Secrelary

Charles Berlin
Harvard Universily
Widener Library M
Cambridge, Massachuselts 02138
617-495-2985

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver

The Temple

Univeraity Circle at Silver Park
Cleveland, Ohioc 44106

Dear Daniel:

I was most pleased to learn from your recent letter that the
Executive Committee of the Naticnal Foundation for Jewish
Culture will recommend to the full Board that a $6,000 per
year grant be awarded to the Association for Jewish Studies
for a period of three years. 0On behalf of the AJS, and
personally as well, may I express to you our genuine
appreciation for pressing thias cause.

Of course we shall regard this information as wholly prelimi-
nary and confidential. Please do write again after the full
Board makes its decision.

Cordially yours,

Michael A. Meyer

MAM: yg




NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE

122 past 42N 2 IR LT . Wiw yome, By, 10017 . 450-1180

November 21, 1979

Office of the Prevident

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silwver

Tha Templa

University Circle at Silver Park
Cleveland, Ohio 44106

Dear Dan:

As you know, our Board of Directors recently authorized
us to inaugurate an Associates Program which will seek to
attract a cadre of supporters in various cities throughout
the country. They will provide a base of support which will
enhance our ability to fulfill our major purpose of assisting
and stimulating the total Jewish cultural enterprise on the
local community as well as on the national level.

Before we launch this program in any city we feel wa
should first invite the members of our Board to become the
first Associates at an annual fee of $100 per year. We would
greatly appreciate your accepting our invitation by returning
the enclosed enrollment form.

I should also like to urge every Board member to make
as generous an additional contribution as possible toward
our Doctoral Grants program, Since 1961 such grants to more
than 300 Jewish scholars (over 90% of whom are currently
teaching Jewish Studies in major colleges and universities)
have had a profound positive impact on creative Jewish life
in America. At the same time, however, we have also had to
turn down more than three times as many fully gqualified
applicants due to our lack of funds. By letting us know now
what your gift will be you will help us to set a realistic
level for our 1980 Fellowship Grants.

I very much hope I can count on your help -- and I
thank you in advance for your favorable response.

Sincerely,

Cone

Amos Comay

ac/dbs
encs




NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE

P32 pawy @i simEEd . REwW YORK, K. ¥. J000T ' AP0-22E0

{ } 1| am pleased to become an Assoclate of the
National Foundation for Jewish Cul ture at
an annual fee of %100. .

{ ) My check is enclosed.

( ) Please bill me in January, 1980,

{ ) | also wish to contribute § to the
Doctoral Grants Program for the current

academlc year,
( J My check is enclosed.

() Please bill me 1980,
month

Name

Address






