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J NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 

INSTRUCTION SHEET FOR DOCTORAL DISSERTATION GRANT APPLICATIONS 

The National Foundation for Jewish Culture has as its purpose the creation of a 
broader understanding of the field of Jewish culture in America and the enrichment of 
programs in this field. Its program of pre-doctoral grants is intended to encourage study 
and research in the various disciplines related to Judaica and Jewish life. 

Applicants for doctoral dissertation grants must be citizens of the United States; must 
have completed all academic requirements for the doctoral degree except the dissertation; 
·and should give evidence of a plan leading to a career in Jewish scholarship or related 
fields. They must give evidence of language proficiency for pursuing a career in their 
chosen field, and those whose career interests will be in Jewish Studies must possess a 
background demonstrating a capacity to deal with Jewish primary sources in the languages 
in which they are written. 

L --------;-- ~Th~ec.J!a ....... m~ount of the grants will be determined on the basis of individual requirements. 
Awards are granted for one academic year. 

Applicants are expected to observe the following procedures and guidelines: 

1. The completed application form must be legibly typed. Illegible applications will 
be disqualified upon receipt. Dark ribbons should be used to facilitate copying. If 
more space is needed on any item in the application, attach separate sheet of paper 
of same size (8½ x 11). 

2. Transcripts of all completed undergraduate and graduate work are to be fur­
nished. The applicant shall also arrange for GRE sco~es (verbal test only) to be 
sent to the National Foundation for Jewish Culture. 

3. A dissertation prospectus or description is required of all applicants as detailed in 
Section VII of the application. This will be given great weight in the selection 
process. 

4. Three (3) letters of reference on the enclosed forms are to be sent directly to the 
Foundation. One should be from the dissertation advisor, and the others from 
scholars with whom the applicant has taken extensive work. 

S. AU materials are to be submitted by December 31st. Only those applications which 
are completed and received by the Foundation on or before this deadline will be 
considered. 



• 
NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 

122 East 42nd Street New York, N.Y. 10017 490-2280 

APPLICATION FOR DOCTORAL DISSERTATION GRANT 

I. GENERAL INFORMATION 

Date of Application _____ _ 

Name ______________________________ Male _____ _ 
Last Fir&t Middle 

Female ____ _ 

Present Address ______________________ Zip ______ Tel. ____ _ 

Legal Address Zip _____ Tel. ____ _ 

Birthdate _______ Birthplace _____________ Citizenship ________ _ 

Marital Status __________ Dependents ____________________ _ 

II. ACADEMIC STATUS 

School and Department-----------====--=--=--=---====:-========--=--=---~ -------
-------

Dissertation Title _________________________________ _ 

Fields of Comprehensive Examinations 

Actual or anticipated completion dates of: 

a) course work ______________ b) language examinations _________ _ 

c) comprehensive examinations ________ d) Dissertation project approval ________ _ 

e) .Dissertation _________ _ 

Career plans after obtaining doctorate---------------------------

If you are planning an academic career, please indicate the expected discipline or fields. 

III. EDUCATION 

School (lust school first) Yean Attended Degree and Date 

1. ---------------------------------------

2. ---------------------------------------

3. ---------------------------------------

4. ---------------------------------------

5. 
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. Name of Applicant 

VII. DOCTORAL DISSERTATION 

Dissertation title------------------------------------

Dissertation advisor(s) 

Please append to this application a dissertation prospectus or description of the objectives, scope, and methodology 
of the dissertation and its relation to other work and literature in the field. A prospectus already approved by your 
University will be acceptable. If one is to be written specially for this application it should not exceed ten (10) double­
spaced pages. 

VIII. PUBLICATIONS 

Give title, where published, date, and number of pages. Applicants may at their discretion provide copies (at least three) 
of those publications they feel would support their candidacy. 

---------
__,... - --------- - - ------------------

IX. REFERENCES 

List name, address and position of at least three academic references under whom you have taken extended work. It will 
be your responsibility to arrange for referees to send in supporting statements on the enclosed forms directly to the 
Foundation. One referee ,hould be your dlllertadon advllor. 

----
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Other Relevant Education 

1. 

2. 

3. 

----- ---- -

EDUCATION (contd.) 

Yean Attended 

IV. HONORS, AW ARDS, SCHOLARSHIPS AND FELLOWSHIPS 

V. LANGUAGE 

Degree and Date 

Date 

Please indicate the languages in which you have proficiency and grade your ability using A for fluency and B for working 
knowledge. 

Language Reading Writing Speaking 

1. ----------------------------------------

2. ----------------------------------------

3. ----------------------------------------

4. ----------------------------------------

VI. EMPLOYMENT 

Please list positions you have held which would support your application for a grant. 

Position Description Dates Held 

. '\ 

• 



a 
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X. FINANCIAL DATA FOR COMING ACADEMIC YEAR 

Resources and Expected Income Neecb 

Savings $ Living Expense $ 

Employment $ Travel $ 

Spouse's Tuition s 
Employment s 

Books and 
Scholarships s Materials s 

·other Income* s Other Needs s 

TOTAL s TOTAL s 

*If "Other lncomett or "Other Needs" are over 51,000 please explain. 

---- - --

Amount requested of National Foundation for Jewish Culture: $ ________ _ 

For what other scholarships or grants have you applied at this time? (Include Amounts) 
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NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 

DOCTORAL DISSERTATION GRANT PROGRAM 

Reference Statement 

This section to be filled in by the applicant 

To be retumed by Referee to 
NFJC by December 31st 

Statement concerning ____________________ ~--------~--,--------
First Middle Last 

WAIVER* In accordance with the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act of 1974, I waive my right to review this 
letter. 

Signature Date 

The Nat1onal Foundation for Jewish Culture has as its purpose the creation of a broader understanding of-the field-of 
Jewish culture in America and the enrichment of programs in this field. Its program of pre-doctoral grants is intended to 
encourage study and resea~ch in the various disciplines related to Judaica and Jewish life. The Foundation will appre­
ciate a statement from you about the applicant named above. 

*CONFIDENTIALITY: Federal law gives students the option of waiving their rights to see specific confidential state­
ments a11d letters of recommendation. If the applicant has waived this right by signing the waiver above, this reference 
statement will be held confidential. If the applicant has not signed the waiver, it will be assumed that this statement may 
he seen by the applicant. 

Name of person writing recommendation------------:-,-,----:-:--~ --,---------------­

School affiliation------------------~- --,-..,..,..,.-.,...-------------­

Title and department=------------------ - ---,----------------­

Address 

1. How long have you known applicant? ___________ In what capacity? ___________ _ 

2. Please rate the applicant relative to others of your students who are now or who have recently been in doctoral 
programs. 

Academic Performance 

Scholarly Potential 

Outstanding 
top 50/o 

Excellent Good 
next 10% next JOo/o 

3. Please rate the applicant's ability to carry out his assignments and plans on time. 

Good. ___ Falr ___ Poor __ _ 

Other 



4. Please comment on the applicant's strengths and weaknesses. 

5. Please comment on any other factors that bear on the applicant's capacity and potential to make a contribution to scholarship and to the academic study of Judaica and/ or Jewish life and institutions. 

Date. _______________ Referee·, Signature ________________________ _ 
PkOM ret11r11 tl,l.rst11teme1tt /¥Jo~ IH«m/¥r Jlst directly to tl,e N11tlo1tol Fo1111d11tio1tJ'orkwlsl, C11lt11~, 111 Eat 4111d St., N~ York, N. Y. 10011 

' 



.. . -
• 

.,, 
NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 

DOCTORAL DISSERTATION GRANT PROGRAM 

Reference Statement 
To be rel urned by Referee to 
NFJC by Dec.-mber 31st 

This section to be filled in by the applicant 

Statement concerning ____________________________________ _ 
First Middle Last 

WAIVER* In accordance with the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act of .1974, I waive my right to review this 
letter. 

Signature Date 

The Nat1onai Foundation for "iewish Culture has as its purpose the creation of a broader understanding.of the field-of 
Jewish culture in America and the enrichment of programs in this field. Its program of pre-doctoral grants is intended to 
encourage study and research in the various disciplines related to Judaica and Jewish life. The Foundation will appre­
ciate a statement from you about the applicant named above. 

*CONFIDENTIALITY: Federal law gives students the option of waiving their rights to see specific confidential state­
men ts and letters of recommendation. If the applicant has waived this right by signing the waiver above, this reference 
statement will be held confidential. If the applicant has not signed the waiver, it will be assumed that this statement may 
be seen by the applicant. 

Name of person writing recommendation -------------=-aa.=:..a.;;;.:;;;.....;.__ _______ ;..,._ ____ _ 

School affiliation ------------------- ---- ---------------
Title and department=------------------ ---'-'-- --------...;.__------­

Address 

-----t . How long have you Ynown applicant:? ___________ In what capacity? ___________ _ 

2. Please rate the applicant relative to others of your students who are now or who have recently been in doctoral 
programs. 

Academic Performance 

Scholarly Potential 

Outstanding 
top5% 

Excellent Good 
next 10% next 10% 

3. Please rate the applicant's ability to carry out his assignments and plans on time. 

Good ___ Falr ___ Poor __ _ 

Other 



4. Please comment on the applicant's strengths and weaknesses. 

5. Please comment on any other factors that bear on the applicant's capacity and potential to make a contribution to 
scholarship and to the academic study of Judaica and/ or Jewish life and institutions. 

Date. _______________ Referee's Signature ________________________ _ 

PkllM nt11,.,. ,,,ls st11t•me11t H/on lh«mHr 31st directly to '"• N11tio11tll Fou11d11tio11 for lewis" Cu/tun, 122 Em 4211d St., New York, N. Y. 10017 



• 
NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 

DOCTORAL DISSERTATION GRANT PROGRAM 

Reference Statement 

This section to be filled in by the applicant 

To be returned by Referee to 
NFJC by December 31st 

Statement concerning _____________________________ ---,:,--------
First Middle Last 

WAIVER* In accordance with the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act of 1974, I waive my right to review this 
letter. 

Signature Date 

The National Foundation for Jewish Culture has as its purpose the creation of a broader understanding of-the field -of 
Jewish culture in America and the enrichment of programs in this field. Its program of pre-doctoral grants is intended to 
encourage study and research in the various disciplines related to Judaica and Jewish life. The Foundation will appre­
ciate a statement from you about the applicant named above. 

*CONl-'1D ENTIALITY: Federal law gives students the option of waiving their rights to see specific confidential state­
ments und letters of recommendation. If the applicant has waived this right by signing the waiver above, this reference 
stutement will be held confidential. If the applicant has not signed the waiver, it will be assumed that this statement may 
be seen by the applicant. 

Name of person writing recommendation__,..---------~=.:..:~:.:.:.:.......:..:.:.....:.;..:.....:,__ ____________ _ 

School affiliation----------,-----------'-------=----"'--=-----'---------------

.Titlc and department: ______ --=___,-,-------------'---------------=~-- __ 

Address --- ---
---

l. How long have you known applicant? ___________ In what capacity? ___________ _ 

2. Please rate the applicant relative to others of your students who are now or who have recently been in doctoral 
programs. 

Academic Performance 

Scholarly Potential 

Outstanding 
top5% 

Excellent Good 
next 10% next JOo/o 

3. Please rate the applicant's ability to carry out his assignments and plans on time. 

Good ___ Falr ___ Poor __ 

Other 



• • • • 
• 

4. Please comment on the applicant's strengths and weaknesses. 

5. Please comment on any other factors that bear on the applicant's capacity and potential to make a contributi~ to ___ -
scholarship and to the academic study of Judaica and/or Jewish life and institutions. _ ---

-----------------

Date. _______________ Referee's Signature _______________________ _ 

Pkase nt11r11 tl,lsst11teme11t H/on IH«mber 31st directly to tie N11tlo11ol Fou11datlo11/orhwisi Cu/tun, 122 East 4211d St., New York, N. Y. 10017 
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NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE :' t:~:\ I , 

: l ; I • I ' \ \ ~ 
• i I! : If 

122 East 42nd Street New York, N.Y. 10017 490-2280 • : 1 1 , 1 
•1 . I I, 

i:~ \ .I A~ f 9 1918 i ; ;i 
APPLICATIONFORDOCTORALDISSERTATIONGRAlut_L _ ____ . _ : _ ;[_)) 

--.......... , __,,,,., i 

I. GENERAL INFORMATION -------~- - -·- ·· ··-·-' 

Date of Application December 25, 197 5 

Name Rf")TSTEIN MARC DAV ID. ___ Male _ __,*:,:__ __ _ 

last First Middle 

Female ____ _ 

Present Address 76 Bl ,,me rth Street, £'ti& 1 den, i'tt'« ss. Zip 02148 Tel. 322-5393 _ 

Legal Address ------------------------Zip _____ Tel. _____ _ 

BirthdateDec. 13,1946 Birthplace 3evrel1t, w.GPrman;v Citizenship American 

Marital Status _.:_:M=-.;::ar-=r=-=i::..:e_g ______ Dependents Coe chj ld 

II. ACADEMIC STATUS 

School and Department Bri,'P1dei s tJniversit.Y, Near Fa~t~rn .1nd JuJaic Studies 

DissertationTitle Tho Ir, ·nio Sub Structure ir, tfle ~he:rt st,:,rie~ oi 'i. Yizhar 

FieldsofComprehensiveExaminations 1 jterature • 1. '.Ihg Ficti'::>R ot s. Yi.aha.c 

Actual or anticipated comJ>letion dates-of-¾- History 
2. Hebrew Literat iire in \v'arsaw; 1885-1915 

~----~ ----------
: 3. Para-Military 0rgani2ati~ns in Pa1~,stinc 

1882 .. 1048 
a) course work COM?t ET ED b) language examinations -c-"'.'-_~-Ml-,-c-E-I_E_· r-, ____ _ 

c) comprehensive examinations C'"',H?Lr:TED d) Dissertation project approval Nev· 21, 1975 

e) Dissertation In progress 

C arcer plans after obtaining doctorate _....;'=~r:::;..) l::...:;:.l -=e..ig=e:.---::T:...:e="'~· c=h=i.:.:n!..;,;g1--_________________ _ 

If you are planning an academic career, please indicate the expected discipline or fields. 

Modern Hebrew Literature 

III. EDUCATION 

School (last school first) 

Brandeis University 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

University of Massachusetts 

Hebrew College, Brookline,Mass. 

Yean Attended 

~ept. 1970-Present 

Sept. 1')65-1969 

Sept. 1963-1968 

Degree and Date 

MA 

BA 

BJed. 
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Other Relevant Education 

1. 

2. 

3. 

EDUCATION (contd.) 

Yean Attended 

IV. HONORS, AW ARDS, SCHOLARSHIPS AND FELLOWSHIPS 

Brcndeis University : NationRl Defense,Title IV Fellowship 

Teaching Assistanship plu~ ~chol~rship 
{full tuition) 

H~brew College : Pollock Memorial Prize 

Fricdinrn Memorial Prize 

Dana Scholarship 

Rutteoberg Memorj al Pri,g 

V. LANGUAGE 

Dearee and Date 

Date 

l 971 

1.972-p1ese1, L 

1965 

1966 

1962 

}968 

Please indicate the languages in which you have proficiency and grade your ability using A for fluency and B for working 
knowledge. 

Language 

1. Hebrew 

2. Yiddish 

3. French 

4. 

Reading 

A 

A 

A 

VI. EMPLOYMENT 

Writing 

A 

A 

A 

Please list positions you have held which would support your application for a grant. 

Position Description 

-I...,nH!s ..... tr,jr~w~ei,;-i~o-J!'r------------Hebrew Langaage and Literature 
Hebrew College 

Teaching Assistanship Hebrew Language and Literature 

Speaking 

A 

A 

A 

Dates Held 

Sept. 1912-Presen 



------
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ware D. Rotstein 
Name of Applicant 

VII. DOCTORAL DISSERTATION 

Dissertation title The Irani c Sub-Structure iR :tbe Shor:t Sitories r:,f &. Yi2her 

Dissertation advisor(s) 
Dr. N.C.Brandwein, Dr. Yehudah Friedlander, Dr. Marvin Fox 

Please append to this application a dissertation prospectus or description of the Qbjectives, scope, and methodology 
of the dissertation and its r~lation to other work and literature in the field. A prospectus already approved by your 
University will be acceptable. If one is to be written specially for this application it should not exceed ten (10) double­
spaced pages. 

VIII. PUBLICATIONS 

Give title, where published, date, and number of pages. Applicants may at their discretion provide copies (at least three) 
of those publications they feel would support their candidacy. • 

Most of my publications to date, some fifteen articles, have appeared in 

a local Jewish students' publication, Genesis II, and in the Israeli newsp~pcrs 

HaAretz and Maariv. These have dealt primarily with topical issues, and will 

be of little consequence in evaluating the merits of this application. 

A scholarly article on a story bys. Yizhar is currently under consideration 

by the literary monthly Moznayim. ------ -------

---------------

IX. REFERENCES 

List name, address and position of at least three academic references under whom you have taken extended work. It will 
be your responsibility to arrange for referees to send in supporting statements on the enclosed forms directly to the 
Foundation. One referee 1hould be your dluertatlon advlaor. 

1. Dr. Marvin Fox, Chairman, Dept. of NEJS, Brandeis University 

2. Dr. Yehudah Friedlander, Visiting Professor, l'vbdern Hebrew Literature, Brandeis 
University 

----------------------...--------------------------3. Dr. David S. Segal, Chairman, Dept. of Hebrew Literature, Hebrew College 

P.S. Deadline considerations have prevailed against requesting a recommendation 
I etter of L'>r, Brandwein, whe is ~pending the ct1rrent acadexuic year in Israel. 
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X. FINANCIAL DAT A FOR COMING ACADEMIC YEAR 

Resources and Expected Income Needs 

Savings s 150.00 
Living Expense s 9200.00 

Employment s 10,soo (Gross) Travel s 1500.00 
8,450 (Net) 

Spouse's Tuition $ o.oo 
Employment $ 0.00 

Books and 
Scholarships $ o.aa Materials $ sa.aa 
Other Income* $ g,gg Other Needs $ 

TOTAL $ 
8,450.00 

TOTAL $ 
10,750.00 

*If "Other Income" or "Other Needs" are over $1,000 please explain. 

Expenses Itemized: 

Living Expenses 

Housing 
Food and 
Clothing 

Utilities 
Medical 
Personal 

$~360.00 
$4500.00 

$ 950.00 
$ 150.00 
$ 300.00 

Travel 

Gas and Repair 
Car L0an 
Insurance 

Total:$9260.00 

$ 550.00 
$ 600.00 
$ 350.00 

$ 1500.00 

Amount requested of National Foundation for Jewish Culture: $ __ 8_,_o_o_o_. o_o ___ _ 
For what other scholarships or grants have you applied at this time? (Include Amounts) 

Should the National Foundation grant my request for the coming year, I : intend 

to give up my assistanship at Brandeis. This assistanship ($2500) has provided 

just enough to pay mt rent, end h~s made an inordinate demand upon my time; cutting 

·dangerously into the time available for working on my dissertation. I have thus 

indicated ·$0.00 under item "scholarship" above. I have also considered requesting 

the Hebrew College for a reduction of my teaching load (currently 16 hours). 

I have been assured that this may be possible, providing the trustees of the National 

Foundation reach an early decision on my application; allowing the college sufficient 

time to re-schedule teaching assignments. 

Since the college provides the bulk of my incnme,the amount requested of the 

Foundation will ultimately make up for the loss resulting from the reduction. 



NATIONAL FOUNDATION FORJEWISH CULTUR:, __ .,.._~---• ITT'. r;:c, ," r • r ,· 

I DOCTORAL DISSERTATION GRANT PROGRAM f 
~ : 

/L 
Reference Statement 

This section to be filled in by the applicant 

• : . 1915 

--rolie·retu'f1mt-t,y, Nt1;,w. ta ___ 
NFJC by December 31st 

Marc David Rots\e1n Statement concerning ____________________________ __,.... _____ _ First Middle LtUt 
WAIVER* In accordance with the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act of 1974, I waive my right to review this letter. 

Nov. 20, 1975 
Date 

The National Foundation for Jewish Culture has as its purpose the creation of a broader understanding of the field of Jewish culture in America and the enrichment of programs in this field. Its program of pre-doctoral grants is intended to encourage study and research in the various disciplines related to Judaica and Jewish life. The Foundation will appre­ciate a statement from you about the applicant named above. 

*CONFIDENTIALITY: Federal law gives students the option of waiving their rights to see specific confidential state­ments and letters of recommendation. If the applicant has waived this right by signing the waiver above, this reference statement will be held confidential. If the applicant has not signed the waiver, it will be assumed that this statement may be seen by the applicant. 

Prof. Yehuda Friedlander Name of person writing recommendation ___________________________ _ 
School affiliation Brandeis University 
T. 1 dd t t Visiting professor in Hebrew Literature, I975-I976 ate an epar men : _________________________________ _ 

Address 126 Thorndike St. Brookline, Mass. 02!46 u.s.A·. 
I. How long have you known applicant? half a year In what capacity? Temporary adyi ser 

in his doctoral dissertation on the works of s. Yizhar. 

2. Please rate the applicant relative to others of your students who are now or who have recently been in doctoral programs. 

Academic Performance 

Scholarly Potential 

Outstanding 
top5% 

K 

Excellent Good 
next 10% next 10% 

3. Please rate the applicant's ability to carry out his assignments and plans on time. 

Good~alr Poor __ 

Other 



4. Please comment on the applicant's strengths and weaknesses. 

Mr. Marc David Rotstein is one of my best students in Hebrew 

Literature I ever had. I am following his research with a great deal 

of satisfaction, or even a good deal of pleasure. 

Mr. Rotstein is a promising scholar, and has a very good capacity to 

be a distinguish researcher in future. 

S. Please comment on any other factors that bear on the applicant's cap~ity__and potential to make-a contrthurio11 to 

scholarmip_and-to--the academic study o1 Juclaica and/ or Jewish life and institutions. 
-----

I am sure without any doubt that Mr. Rotstein will finish his 

doctoral dissertation very successfully. I have no doubt that his 

work should be a remarkable contribution to Hebrew Literature. 

I dontt lmow him as a teacher, but I hear very good 

opinions about his capacities as a teacher in academic institution. 

O.t< vf~ 2,;, /9'7') R•f•rtt'1Signatur• , j we~,'r 
/'IH,w rm,,. tltu .,.,.,,,.,,, "-/or. a«.•bn J 1st dltfft/y to tAe N•tio11td Fo•11d11tlo1t for hwul, C11hrw, 112 Eat 41•11 St., New Yori, N. Y. 10017 
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NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 

l)OCTORAL DISSERTATION GRANT PROGRAM 

Reference Statement 
To be returned by Referee to 
NFJC by December 31st 

Thi, ,~t·t ion to he filled in by the applicant 

Marc David ·Rotstein Statement 4:om:crning _____________________________ -=--------
First Middle Lcut 

WAIVER* In accordance with the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act of 1974, I waive my right to review this 
letter. 

Signature 
Nav. 20,197.5 

Date 

The National Foundation for Jewish Culture has as its purpose the creation of a broader understanding of the field of 
Jewish culture in America and the enrichment of programs in this field. I ts program of pre-doctoral grants is intended to 
encourage study and research in the various disciplines related to Judaica and Jewish life. The Foundation will appre­
ciate a statement from you about the applicant named above. 

•CONFIDENTIALITY: Federal law gives students the option of waiving their rights to see specific confidential state­
ments and letters of recommendation. If the applicant has waived this right by signing the waiver above, this reference 
statement will be held confidential. If the applicant has not signed the waiver, it will be assumed that this statement may 
be seen by the applicant. 

Marvin Fox Name of person writing recommendation ____________________________ _ 

School affiliation _______ __;_ ___ B_r_an_d_e_i_s_U_n_i_v_e_r_s_i_t..::y _______________ _ 
Professor of Jewish Philosophy, Title and department: __ .._.,r,,ri,-...,..,..._., __ ._......_...._.._.. ________ ....._..~..,_.-,......_._.-....._......,, ..... d"_.., ... ..,_..,_t_..,. ........ ~._...r----Cha1t diBn of Departill!nt of Near Eastern an Juu.a. c Stud es 

Address Waltham, Mass. 02154 __ _ 

I. How long have you known applicant? 
for his oral examinations, have 
Chairman 0£ his ~partment have 

- . 

I have served on committeei 1.\ yrs• In what capacity? __________ _ 
advised him in the development of his work and as 
been in eleae tet1eh with him, 

2. Please rate the applicant relative to others of your students who are now or who have recently been in doctoral 
programs. 

Academic Performance 

Scholarly Potential 

Outstanding 
top5% 

Excellent 
next 10% 

Good 
next JOo/o 

3. Please rate the applicant's ability to carry out his assignments and plans on time. 

Good-X.-Falr __ _.Poor __ 

Other 



... • . . 

4. Please comment on the applicant's strengths and weaknesses. 

His strengths are readily apparent. He has thorough control of the Hebrew language 

and of the field of modern .Hebrew literature, He has had good literary training 

and possesses sound general Judaic scholarship. If he has any significant weakness, 

it is a tendency to be a bit pedantic. He does not work with great and sweeping 

imagination but concerns himself rather with the slow building up of a detailed 

account of whatever topic he is working on. This is not necessarily a defect, 

though one does at times wish that there were greater flare and spark in the man. 

At the s~ time, he has been a very successful teacher of Hebrew literature both 

here at Brandeis University and at the Hebrew College in Boston. 

5. Please comment on any other factors that bear on the applicant's capacity and potential to make a contributio11 10 

scholarship and to the academic study of J.udaica and/ or Jewish life and institutions. __ _ 

-------

----

---- --- -----
Marc Rotstein is an advanced graduate student at Brandeis who has completed all of 

his work except his dissertation. His dissertation topic has been approved and he 

is now actively engaged in a study of the "Ironic Substructure of the Fiction of s. 

Yizhar." Rotstein is a mature and thoroughly trained young scholar in the field of 

modern Hebrew literature. He has done excellent work in courses and seminars: and 

has persuaded us beyond any serious doubt that he will produce a fine dissertation. 

He has excellent literary training, a highly developed literary sense, and the range 

of scholar1hip which is requisite for his work. This is a man who is near to the 

completion of his studies and who eminently deserves the last bit of help which will 

make it possible for him to devote himself uninterruptedly to his di1aertation. He 

carries heavy teaching responsibilities at present and it would be a contribution 

to his scholarly career to relieve him of some of that burden. He certainly should be 

able to finish his dissertation over the next academic year and to take his place on 

a full-time basis in the academic c0111DUnity. Relatively few people are being trained 

in modern Hebrew literature in this country today. Rotstein is one of the ablest of 

that small group, a man who has an important scholarly career ahead of him once he is 

able to complete his formal studies. I recouanend him enthusiastically and with great 

confidence in hia abilities and his diligence. 

Pkoe m11ne tlll.r st11t••••t IH/ore ~•#Hr Jlst tlll'fftly to tll• N111io•"' Fo,,11d•tio1t for hwull C11l111re, 122 Eat 4211,l St., New York, N. Y. llHJI 7 



Letter of Recommendation on Marc Rotstein from 

Dr 0 David Simha Segal, Chairman, Dept. of Hebrew Literature 

Hebrew College, Brookline, Mass . 

November 3, 1975 

. '- . .. 
Some bright 1tudenta· have the advantage of a cleai- and ea~ly orientation 

to their academic goal11 Mr. llotateln aeema to be such a one. When he 1tudied 
with• the poetry and background of the Go~deii A&• of Spain, be br~u&ht to the 
cour•• a telatlYely broad aenaibility to queatlona of proaody, . llteral')' .typolo&Y 
and the creative proce•• (to metatlon but • fev toplca) u ev~~•ac•d bJ ~• ... coaent 
re•rka ln the cluaroom and on paper. I waa doubly pleaaed by the manner of 
Mr. aotatetn:a ffl'tlcipation••• wlllingneaa to ab&re hi• frequent 1nai&hta with 
hia claaamateaJ readin••• to abeerb, critically new ldeaa and information from 
any quartera and even patience with atudenta who had not attained hia level of 
proficiency ligulatically and literarily. 

Mr. Rotatein la unQually methodical-•hla note• which I aaw, were exceptionally 
well oraaniaed. Kl• oral preaentatlona were prefaced by careful delineatlou of 
hia theme, method and criteria of evilut.on. Hi• final paper waa one of tba beat 
I have received••• close analyal• of• highly involved philoaophic poem of Ibn 
Gabirol. It vaa exemplary in ita thoroughne•• and ogiaality. The better to 
explain two of hla polnta, Mr. Rotatein appended• very helpful diagrua••yet • 
further loatance of hi• cr .. tive application of recent methodologiea in litera~-----
critlciam. ______ __ ------~ --------

1 am aorry---1 e&mmt cu11iaant on Mr. Rotatein' a wealmeaa I I am not ••re of 
----airy. And I am aony lf that aounda like an exaa■ratloo. 

It la my pl ... ure to be enterina into my aecoad year of worktna cloaely 
with Mr. aot1teln u • teacher at the Hebrew Colle&•• 

My initial labor• at atructuriua and reatructurina the Literature Deparbllot 
have bun aided areatly by Mr. aoteteim'• participation in all departmental 
meetlna• and conferenc:••• to the iucluaion of hla careful at•home ccmalderatiGD 
of departmental project• and probleu, and rwtione to the•-• Ful't1-1aore, 
ware n"#. utlllalq, both lo the coll•&• and in our llterature••one in llebrp 
and one in lqllah•-wblch he prepared from atart to finiah. Thia year our 
collaboration 1• cloaer than ever,•• ware both teaching aectlona in the Hlah 
School Dlviaioa'a aenlor cl.aa•••in modern Hebrew Literature. A&ain, *• &otatelsi',J , 
thorouahneu in preparation bu been everything that l have xxpected. i• • ~ ···- •• • , 

. 
Finally,• lut fact that cannot be overlooked, Mr. aotateln bu MM&41d to 

maintain bla very hl&b ataudarda while holdiq • full poaltlon•-17 hour• of Jus,tuctlon•• 
at the Hebrew Coll•&• for 4 yeara1 teachina 2 couraea at Brandel• Unlveralty lo I 
H I 

i 
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Hebrew 1u&•••6ean.addltlonal 6 hour• of inatruction, not to meotlon travel time, 
and working on hla doe,toratel • And now he baa a wife and child. 

I hope you will agree that auch a rare breed•• Mr. Rotateln, a man wh6 la 
contributing to acholarahlp and to the academic atudy of Judalca in two lnatltutiona•• 
deaerv•• the fulleat meaaure of tanalble encouragement touard the degr•• •~f Doctor 
of Phlloaophy. 

. . 
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NAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULT J 22 East 42nd Street 

New York. N. Y. 100) 7 

. - . APPLICATION FOR DOCTORAL DISSERTATION G 

I. GENERAL INFORMATION 

Name Danzig Date of Application ll November Last 
First 

Middle Male X 
Present Address 1426 48th Street Brooklyn, N. Y. Female 

Zip 11219 
Tel. 436-1818 

Zip ·Tel. 

Legal Address --,!!,s~e!:!!!!m~ei::__ ____ ___________ _ 
Birthdate 3 Dec 1950 Birthplace New York City 

Citizenship U.S.A. Marit~l Status married Dependents_; __ o_n_e ________________ _ 
.. 

II. ACADEMIC STATUS School and Department Bernard Revel Graduate School of Yeshiva University Dissertation Title see VII 
-------------------..:._----.:,_-=---~------------

Fields of Comprehensive Examinations 

Actual or anticipated completion dates of: 
Talmudic a~ Rabbinic Literature, Ancient Jewish History, Semitic Languages 

a) course work June 1977 

-
c) comprehensive examinations l karch 1978 d) Dissenation project approval 8!mwer 1978 

b) language examinations 20 November 1977 

e) Dissertation Swmner 1929 
Career plans after obtaining doctorate Research in Judaf c • Schalarshf p, Teachf ng an University Level 

If you are planning an academic career, please indicate the expected discipline or fields. Rabbinic•, Talmudic Literature, Gaonic and Geniza Studie• 

III. EDUCATION $chool (last school first) 
Yean Attended t. 

1 

197 

Bernard Revel Graduate School June 1972- pre•ent 2• Rabbi I•aac Elchanan 'ltieological Seminary 9/72-6/75 J. Ye•hiva University 9/68-6/70
1 

9/71-6/72 

~1~A'l:d~1pa tff x:•A. .January 7 5 

4. Xeahbat I■rael Heir &Kohen, Je:ruulem 8/70-6,/71. s, High School for Boys, Brooklyn 9/64-6/68 

Rabbinic Ordination 
B.A. June 1972 

Diploma - ,. 
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I 

Other Relevant Education 

EDUCATION <comd. > 

Yean Attended Dearee and Date 

1. ---------------------------------------

2. ------.------------------------------

3. --------.------------------------~------

IV. HONORS, AW ARDS, SCHOLARSHIPS AND FELLOWSHIPS 

Bernard Revel Graduate School Tuition Fellowship 
Memo~ial Foundation for Jewish culture 

Award for Excellence in Talmudic Studies 

--- V. LANGUAGE 

Date 

Sept. 1976-June 1977 
Sept. 1975-June 1976 
Sept. 1974-June 1975 
June 1972 

- -- ----
-- -- -- ------------ - -------- ----- ---- ~ 

.. 

Please indicate the languages in which you have proficiency and grade your ability using A for fluency and B for working knowledge. 

Language Reading Writing Speaking 

·1.Engliah A A A 

2_Hebrew A A A 

J.French1 Gt:rm1n A B B 
4.Arabic, Aramaic A A B 

Greek B B 
VI. EMPLOYMENT 

Please list positions you have held which would support your application for a grant. 

Position 

Hillel Academy 
Hebrew . Aoa4eliiy RS of 
Teoh:I. a 

Jewi•b FreeUniver,aity 

Description 

Instructor of Talmud and Judaic 
We1tehe1ter " 
Aaaiatant Director of hel 

•• an ..__ ... grants a 
of QUeen1 Colle1e Lecturer 

Studiea 
Date■ Held 

Present 
9/75-6/77 

-9/73 
and History of Mi■hnah 9/73-12/73 ~.aA~~~~~CJJ-~A.ClL&II.C8--mlJ..UJ---U~Lae.LOJ:=--LJD-J.;Q.LJ.ei~~Kle~LD)72-9/75 College seminars -in Judaism, Aaaoo. Direc. 1 2-6/74 
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Neil Danz~ 
Ncmre ~ :;,tpplicant 

VII. DOCTORAL DISSERTATION 

Dissertation title ·'!be Development of the Delin-.•tjon Between Biblical and 
Rabbinic Ordinances in the Talmud with Special Regard to the Aamakhta 

Dissertation advisor(s) Dr. Meyer s. Feldblum and coomittee 

' Please append to this application a dissertation prospectus or description of the objectives, scope. and methodology 
of the dissertation and its relation to other work and literature in the field. A prospectus already approved by your 
University will be acceptable. If one is to be written specially for this application it should not exceed ten ( 10) double­
spaced pages. 

VIII. PU BLICATlONS 

Give title. where published, date, and number of pages. Applicants may at their discretion provide copies (at least three) 
of those publications they feel would support their candidacy. 

,, 
l. Hiaurei Me.haara- a Saboraic Style '/r'I?• JJJlo -lr1•A,., ',l.o~,, 

will appear in next issue of Sinai llO pp.) 

2. "An Israeli Version of the Abridged Laws of R. Yehoudai Gaon" t20 pp.) 
• -f1r9.1.1 - 61rw 111,1, 'JrJJa~ !, ,Jt/..> /,, 1 /,// .. ,, 

will appear in Gen1za Studies pubiiahed by Yeshiva University. 

3. In prep·aration for publication: 
"The Commentary of R. 3herira Gaon on Tractatea Baba Batra and Peaahim" 

. " f'"•;JI It'll'" k\1. ~N•~ w JJ/f~ 1~1, l 1
, 'I ,,'a,, 

30 fragments of Sherira•a commentary found int~ Taylor-~chechter 
colleotion of Geniza fragments. Notes completed and in~duction. 

" 

- - -- -- - --

IX. REFERENCES 

List name. address ~Jld position of at least three academic references under whom you have taken extended work. It will 
be your responsibility to arrange for referees to send in supporting statements on the enclosed forms directly to the 
Foundation. One r:eferee 1hould be your dissertation advisor. 

. nr. Mayer s, Feldb]tup Profe1sor of TallDUQic ttterat:nre Yeahiva Univerai 
Dr, Ela■ar f!P"it• Director of Erna Michael Geniza Collection " 
Dr. Haim So~oveitch:lk, Dr. Leo Landman Dean and Secretary of the 

· faculty, Bernard Revel Graduate School 
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X. FINANCIAL DATA FOR COMING ACADEMIC YEAR 
Resources and Espected Income Needs 
Savings $ 0 

Living Expense $ zsoo 
Employment s 5000 

Travel $ 0 
Spouse's 0 

Tuition $ soo~ fee• Employment s 
Books and Scholarships $ 0 

Materials $ 500 
Other Income• s 0 

Other Needs $ 1000 
TOTAL s 5000 

TOTAL s 9500 

*If "Other Income" or "Other Need~" are over SI ,000 please explain. 

• 

Amount requested of National Foundation for Jewish Culture: s _ 4....,5 ____ o __ o __ . .__..,..,.._ __ 
For what other scholarships or grants have you applied at this time? (Include Amounts) 

None. I have exhauated~moniea - from Bernard Revel Graduate School and Memorial Foundation for Jewish Culture. 

" 

.. 

• ... 

• 
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- --...---__...,-

NATIONAL FOUNDA'fION FOR JEWISH CULTURE ·, . 
' \ 

\ 

\l \ \ \ • 
DOCTORAL DISSERTATION GRANT PROGR~~ 1011 5. t!J17 

. U ~L- ~ - -··-- -·-

Reference Statement 

This section to be filled in by the applicant 

To ht• rc•t 11ru1•d hy H•·l••rc••• to 
NFJC hy 1),,,.,.,,,1,,., .? ht 

Statement concerning -----=N..:..:E=l=L:;__ ___________ --:-----=D~~=c..;..;Z=I~G----=-----·--fi'rs, Middle Last 

I 
I 
I 

I 

I WAIVER* In accordance with the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act of 1974. I waive my right to review this I letter. 

The National Foundation for Jewish Culture has as its purpose the creation of a broader understanding of the field of Jewish culture in America and the enrichment of programs in this field. I ts program of pre-doctoral grants is intcnclcd to encourage study and research in the various discipline~ related to Judaica and Jewish life. The Foundation will appre­ciate a statement from you about the applicant named above. 

*CONFIDENTIALITY: Federal law gives students the option of wufrin~ their ri~/,ts to see specific cm1fid('11tiul state- ' 11u•11ts und letters of recommendation. If the upp/icunt hus ·wuived this r11-:ht by ,.,·i1-:11i111-: the wufrer uhm•e, this rt~/,•rt•11~· _______ -sluh'tn('lll will be held confidential. If the applicunt ltus not si1-:11ed tlte wafrer. it will ht' ussumed thu1 .this staTem,•111 may he seen by the app/ica11t. 

Name of person writing recommendation ____ ,-..;:.,;,_o ___ _,_£__1jAJJ>~~- ____________________ _ 

School affiliation 

Title and department: _______ ,..-_B_t;_" __ G-~.S~--- -----,--·--------------- - -·----

Address A~sr".ti 'J>A/tt ltt~ Cl- /Y.S- -'r(·. - - ----·-------------
1. How long have you known ap~licant? __ c, ____ ,_~.._ __ f_t __ f_· _____ In what capacity'! __ S __ "f"_tl_J?tPVT _______ _ _ _ 

-------------------------..,.-..-----·-----------,_-----'-----
------------------------------ __________ _,.___ ___________ __ _ 
2. Please rate the appUcant relative to others of your student~ who nrc now or who have recently been in doctoral programs. 

Academic Performance 

Scholarly Potential 

0111stu11di,1R 
'"" 5'¼1 

✓ 

✓ 

l·.'xc,•l/,•111 
m•xt I 0%1 

Good 
11,•xt /0% 

3. Please rate the applicant's ability to carry out his assignments and plans on time. 
1 

Good / Falr __ Poor __ 

Otlwr 



4. Please comment on the applicant's strengths and weaknesses. 

Nefit.:1iutf1',,ls extremely bright, has tremendous drive to see things through 
to their cbk~usion and is meticulous as to detail in his research. His 
classroom participation exemplified a keen, analytic mind. His papers were 
well thought out. Even minor points were well documented in footnotes. 
Anyone .w~e.is.so thorough will succeed. 

If he has any weakness, it is not academic. He is extremely quiet and does 
not give the impression of an extremely capable person. 

• • 

- ~ -- 5. Pf~1sc ~·omment on any other factors that b~.ir on the applkant·~ capadty imd potential to make a contrihution to 
~d1olarship and to the academic study of Judaicu and I or Jcwi\h lit'e and institutions. 

In addition to his unusual ability, I feel that Neil Danzig has the ambition 
to make a contribution to the field of Rabbinic Literature. I am convinced 
that this combination, plus any help that the National Foundation might pro­
vide will allow him to do so. 

C11lt111'#, 112 f:11.u 4211d St .. N,w Yo,,, N. }', /00/1 

• 

• 



.. 
NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CUL .. _RE 

/
, ,,,. '-::-:, ti 
' ' ~ ~ ,,0':~.,, "';:'!-~~-

! I I .. I I \ \ , --itD t 
DOCTORAL DISSERTATION GRANT PROG AM I I I 

Ref ere nee Statement 

This section to be filled in by the applicant 

.i 1·· \ DEC - 9. 1917 
I..; lJ I 

___ .,.,._ ·" · 
◄ .... """ ... 

.,, h,, He/c•r,•I· to 
Nf'J(' hy /)1•1·,·m n . . ' 

I Statement conccrning ______ N=E=I=L=-_ ________ _ _____ D_tAN_Z_I_G _____ --,---~- ; 
fir.ft Midd/,.. L,m ' 

WAIVER* In accordance with the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act of 1974. I waive my right to review this 
letter. 

The National Foundation for Jewish Culture has as its purpose the ·reation of a broader understanding of the field of 
Jewish culture in America and the enrichment of programs in this field. I ts program of pre-doctoral grants is intended to 
encourage study and research in the various disciplines related to Judaica and Jewish life. The Foundation will appre­
ciate a statement from you about the applicant named above. 

*CONf'IDENTIALITY: Federal law gives students the option of wail'ing their rights to see specific c<mfidentiul sltlte· 
me11ts w1d fellers of recomme11dutio11. If the upplicwll hus waived this n°Rhl by signinf.! the wafrer ab,we, this rt:/«'renct' 
stutem""' will he held c,mfide11tiul. If the upplicu11t has not sif.!11ed the wufrer. it will he assumed that this stu:ement nwy 
lw seen hy the app/ica11t. 

Dr. Elaz~r Hurvitz Name of person writing recommendation _______ •·-•-·---

Sd1ool &1ffiliation Yeshiva Uni VAr si ty 

Title und dcparlment: Professor • ~ernA.rd Rev e 1 Grud ua te School 

Address lwStb Street and Amsterdam-Av-e_._n-u~e ___________________ _ 

I. How long have you known applicant? 4 ye a.~r-s-----• n whut l'apacity?--,--... t..,..,e_.a....,c ..... h ... e~r"--·---=---

---------··----· -------------

- ------------------ - --------- ---- --- - -----------
2. Please rate the qpplicant relative to others of your students who ~lrc now or who have recently been 111 doctoral 
programs. 

Outst,mdi111,: l:.'x,·ellent Good 0,1,,,, 
top 5°/4> next JO% 11ext /0% 

Acade"11c Performance • X 
I 

Scholarly Potential • 
X 

:1. Please rate the applicant's ability to carry out his assignments und plans on time. 

l/excellent Good __ l-~alr __ Poor __ 



YESHIVA 

UNIVERSITY 
---------

Dear Sir, 

BERNARD REVEL GRADUATE SCHOOL 
Ameterdam Ave. 6 188th St. / New •Vork, N. V. 10033 / (212) LOrraln• 8-840 0 

December o, 1977 

J. consider t'ir. Danzig as one of' n1y outstanding students which 

l. had during my academic career at .x.eshiva University. 

1n a very shor~ time he rose wi~h ere3~ ability to learn and 

ct~e~ly underst~nd the many dSpects of ttabbinic Literature and its 

his'l,ory. 

Recentily J.. designa1,ed. him LG snare wi~n me t,he :a:•t,St;-;arch of 

u~onJ.c L1~t,ra~ure, a 1.~1a wh.Lch n~~ds baaly n~w anct f~esn mincts. 

t:1.XCe 1ience:, • l ! or set, a grea i t·u 11ure 1'01· llhJ. s mau .Ln ·t;t1ach1.ng and 

researching .n t,he r.&.eia of nf;tOOJ.n.c L.&.llerae-artr". --

Any f.Lnanc.al hel~ g.Lven tu ~nJ.S man t,u fu~f4!L nis goals 

is an 4Il\'t,S~ment .&.n ra.LsJ.ng ascno1ai· vf 1'.r·s11 rattj • 

.L.Ours t,ru.Ly, 

ur. 

• 
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NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH fJ;lfl--~7 . ~ '~ (r ~\l 
- - - . l i ,1 DOCTORAL DISSERTATION GRANT P1{,?GRm ' {!' 

~U\ 1 ! 2 I. I 911 f. j : ,'. 
f1 Lil. _ . _ )/ ; f i• 

J_ -- ... _ __ )t_:!.J1 
Reference Statement 

I., •.. - •• ,/ ,.J Rt'_/f'Tf'C' /0 
Nf'JC hy /Jc•,·.-mht•r .?/st 

This section to be filled in by the applicant 

Statement concerning ____ N_E...;;.l_L ___________________ DA_N_Z_I_G _____ _ First Middle Last 
WAIVER* In accordance with the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act of 1974. I waive my right to review this letter. 

The National Foundation for Jewish Culture has as its purpose the creation of a broader understanding of the field of Jewish culture in America and the enrichment of programs in this field. Its program of pre-doctoral grants is intended to encourage study and research in the various disciplines related to Judaica and Jewish life. The Foundation will appre­ciate a statement from you about the applicant named above. 

*CONFIDENTIALITY: Federal law gives students the option of waiving their rights to see specific c,mfidentiul stute­mt•11ts u11d letters of recommendation. If the applicant has waived this ri,:ht by signing the wuil'er ubove, thi.\· rt~/t'rn,ce statemnlt will be held confidential. If the applicant has not signed the wafrer, it will be assumed that this stu1e11,e111 "'"'' be seen by the applicant. 

I 
I 
I 

I 

Name of person writing recommendation __ M_e_y_e_r __ S_. __ F_e_l_d_b_l_um _ _ __________ ::"""'~~=-=-=-=-=-=-------

---~T~it-=-le_a_n_d:-d-:---epartment: Pratessar of Te.] mud i c Literature 

Address 515 w. 183rd st. New York, N.Y. 10033 

t. How long have you known applicant? five years In what capacity? Teacher 

2. Please rate the applicant relative to others of your students who are now or who have recently been in doctoral programs. 

Academ~ Performance 

Scholarly Potential 

., 

------------------------Outs1a11di1111 
top5% 

V 

Excelle11t 
next 10°/o 

Good 
next JOo/o 

3. Please rate the applicant's ability to carry out his assignments and plans on time. 

Good 1/ Falr __ Poor __ 

n 



• • 4. Please comment on the applicant's strengths and weaknesses . 

The appltc.ant has written his M.A. thesis under my super-\ ' e \ . \ ~, -yv--

v is 1 on. Both hie thesis and the research papers that he has 
written in the courses he has taken with me give convincing 
evidence ot a keen and critical mind with a thorough understanding 
ot Talmudic historiography. There is no doubt that the applicant 
is a well-qualified student with real ability, who is soundly 
motivated with an abiding interest in the field of Rabbinice. 

5. Please l'omment on any other factor~ that bear on the applil',111t\ '-.',tpacity and potential to make a l'Ontrihution to sd1olarship and to the academic study of Judaica and / or Jc" i\h life and institutions. __ - -- -· - - ---Mr.!.-Danzig•e pr~liminary research for the Ph.D. dissertation •-------
shows originality and promise. It would be a pioneering work into 
the origin and final status of laws that seem to be products. of a 
Biblical exegesis which was later termed (i.e. Rabbinic 
legislation with a tenuous or mneumonic relationship to the Pan­
tateucal verse) either in the Talmudic sugya or by post-Talmudic 
commentator•. 

Nail Danzig has a good grasp of the problems involved, as wall 
as a mastery of the requisite methodology needed to clarity the 
issues. His research will definitely make an important scholarly 
contribution to the study ot the evolvement ot Talmudic and Rabbinic 
law. 

' 



• llM,M i'M:S' 'U~~ n~,,, 
RABBI ISMC &CHA.NAN 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 

2540 Amsterdam Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10033 

RECORD Ofl' DANZIG, NEIL •o: MALE 

ADDRESS 

·I f(iliated with Yeshiva University 

WIS OF ADMISSION 
NO . 

1426 48th Street 
Brooklyn,N.Y. 11219 

OESCIIIPTIVE TITLE 

DATE Ofl' ■IRTH: 12/3/50 

ID NO: 093-40-7685 
In e&MlleT&a &ND aa .. &eTI. 

Ca&DIT G•AD& C•&DIT GaAD PAa•EO ENTRANCE EXAMINATION -- · ----1---------------------t---•---·-~--
ADMITTED Sept. 1972 
CAT&GOIIY 

Regular 

REMARKS 

..... 

£I PLANA TION OF TRANSCRIPT 

All cour1e1 a,e on the g,aduote 

1972 
-73 

1973 
-74 

1974 
-75 

TH103.5-104.S 
SR113.2 
SR125 

TH317.S-318.S 
SR117 
SR121 

303.1-304.1 
SRlll 
SR112 

Talmud: Ketuvot 9 A 9l~ ~ A 
Practical Halakhah II 1 p - -
Aspects of Practical Rabbinate - - 11, tc- F 

Talmud:Baba Mezia 9 B 9 A 
Homiletical Literature - - 1 p 
Homiletics 1 p - -

COMPREHENSIVE EXAMINATION IN HEBREW PASfED 3, 16/JS 
8odes: Yoreh Deah o· -~a6 g; w:84 
Practical Rabbinics 1 P - • 
Rabbi in the Community - - 1 F 

leve I. Length of Hme1ter: 1, ----l--------+-------------------1r-r--r--,-1 
week1, 1nclud1n9 exominotion1. Maintenance of status 
Un,t of credit: ••melter-hour. 
Requ ered f o, ordination: 60 credit1. 

GRADING SYSTEM 
Grade, are gi"•n either in percent, 
with 60 01 _ th• loweat po11in9 

Fall 
1975 

Sprint 
1976 

Maintenance of Status 

grade, or . 111 ing the follow1n!.9 t---==-~~------------==-=--=~---=-=-~:::::;;:;= ;;;;;..-==--------==~-:':"'".:':"'"~::::'~~~J--..l---J~-J_-.J 1ymbol1 • - - -

~ E•cellent 
B - Good 
C : Fair 
D = Poor, loweat pouing grode 
f = Foiled 
G = Dropped by ttudent without per• 

n11111on (equivalent to F) 

Inc = Incomplete 
M ;;; M111in9 (no 9rode reported) 
P :: PoaHd 
W = Withdrew without penalty 
X = Coura• in progreu 
Y = Yeor course, Jun• grode oppU01 

to both HfflOtt•n 

-------------, PIUINT ITATUI 
100D STANDINI 
WNl.&ee OT .. I.IIWIU INOICATSO 

(JORDAIHED AS RABIi 
Clt■ICM Yen• y--, 

DATs: June 1S, 1976 
NONOlle: 

NONOlle : 

NOT VAi.iD WITHOUT 
OIUQ~NA •wATUIII ND IM e&AL. 
~ , 

,.,. .. CU/7ot 

NO ENTRIES BELO~~ THI~ UNI 

FEB I 0. 1971 

j 

' ;,.,i 



-- - - - ~ -

. 
• • 

YESHIVA UNIVERSITY 
ON TH£ RE.CO~l.~1£NDATION OF THE FACULTY OF 

BERNARD REVEL GRADUATE SCHOOL 

THE. BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF YESHIVA UNIVERSITY BY VIRTUE 

OF THE AUTHORITY VESTED ll'J THEM HAVE CONFERRED UPON 

- ..._ - --- --- ---,______ - NEIL-~DANZIG 
-- --- -

-- -- -

THE DEGREE OF 

MASTER OF AR TS 

WITH ALL THE RIGHTS PRIVILEGES AND HONORS THEREUNTO PLRT.-\.INING 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF THIS DIPLOMA IS GRANTED IN THE CITY OF 

NEW YORK ON THE THIRTY-FIRST DAY OF JANUARY, 1975. 

CHAIR.MAN OF THE BOARD 

DEAN 



-- - ..... - --

YESHIVA UNIVERSITY 
ON TH£ RECOMMENDATION OF TH£ FACULTY OF 

YESHIVA COLLEGE 

THE BOARD OF TRUST£E,S OF YESHIVA UNIVERSITY BY VIRTUE 

OF THE, AUTHORITY VESTED IN THEM HAVE, CONFERRED UPON 

~- NEIL -DANZIG 
THE DEGREE O F - .- -

BACHELOR OF ARTS 

WITH ALL THE RIGHTS PRIVILEGES AND HONORS THEREUNTO PERTAINING 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF THIS DIPLOMA IS GRANTED IN THE CITY OF 

NEW YORK ON THE EIGHTH DAY OF JUNE, 1972. 

~.a~~ --~ 

CHAlRMAN OF THE BOARD PRESIDENT 

Dl!AN 



I 

' • BE~/\lAll.9 REVEL GRADUATB SCHOOL 
HAk.RY FISCHEL SCHOOL ·POR HIGHER 

JEWISH STUDIES 
YESHIVA UNIVERSI1Y 

Amsterdam Avenue and • 186th Street 
New York, N. Y. 10033 

UNDERGRADUATE RECORD 
GRADUATED June 1972 l'IIOM 

Yeshiva University 
New York, N. Y. 10033 
WITH DIIGRIIII 01' B.A. . 
MA.1011, Poli. Sci. 
AVIIRAGII, 3 • 24 2 
RANK IN CLAaa: 96/252 

' 

OTHER DEGREES RECEIVED 

I 

' 
ADMITTED July 1972 . 
CATIIGORY Regular , 

I 

' 0 

REMARKS ' 
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• 

. 

DEPARTMENT Talmudic ~ 
Studies 

PRESENT STAtul- - \ 

tJ GRADUATED WITH DIICIIIIIII 01' .. • 
Master of Arts 
oN January 31, 1975 
MAJ011: Talmudic Studies 

l'INAL. AVIIIIAGII: 3 • 714 • 
0 IRADUATED WITH DUIIIIII 01'. 

ON 

MAJOII: 

PINAi. AVIIIIACIIII 

NOT VAi.iD WITHOUT 
OIIICIINAL 81CINATUIIII' • 
ANDIMl'llaelDelAa. 

' 

CATIE NOV 1. 6 1977 

. . o _ ~•- ~ 

. 
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TUIIN OVSII POii SJCPI.ANATION 
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ACADIIMIC 
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Summer 
1972 

1972 
-73 

t 

RECORD OP' D~ZIG, NEIL SEX: MALE 
' 

ADDRESS DATE OP' BIRTH: 12/3/50 
ID No.: 093-40-7685 

cou11aa 
NO. PASIIP11YI IfJLL- J 

•------------------RT131 Talmudic Period and Literature 
RT333.2 Interrelationship of the Talmudim 

teT ellMlleTIIR 8ND 81:Mllff 

C:IIIIDIT aRADII CRIEDIT ellAI 

3 A -
3 illd -

JH141.1-.2 Ancient Jewish History 
RT391.1-.2 Research in Talmudic Texts 

• Jin e A 3 B 
3 Y 3ine B 

.,....._.,..... _ _,.__....,__ 

06500 
• - - - DANZIG NEl~t 
JM Zl'•l .~JEWISH Lil lTANNAITIC !I.O At 
·RT · 104. Tl~N l lTIC -l IT•-: I I • !. 0 y: . 
• ,,141.~ -s,eoRAIClGAONIC ·LJT f ,.o Y : 
FA Lt· ·· T3 SEM AV · 4. 000 -Cit. EMNED 9.0 ·: 

02 000 
- - OANZIG NEIL 

A~ 300 RfSEARf.H SEMl~AR 3.0 A 
RT 304.2 TANNAITJC l IT 11 3.0A -1- . 
RT 341.7 SABORAICtGAONIC LIT 3.0A -1-. 

SPPING 74 SF~ AV 4.000 CR. EARNEO _9.0 , . ' . 
Title of master's project: · "A STORY IN CONTRADICTIO!: 
'A PHRASE IS MISSING AND THE MISHNA SHOULD READ THUS'", 
accept~d 12/19/74 

020~0 - DANZIG NEIL 
RT 303.l TANNAITIC LIT I 3.0 Y 
RT 331.l THE TlLMUD 3.0A~ 

FALL 74 

02000 
- - --- - - - oANnG NE I l 

JH 239.2 HIST BABYLON AGGAOAH ~.O A 
RT 30 3. 2 TANNA IT IC LIT I 3 .o A 

SPRING 75 

02ouo - - DA~Zl~ . NEIL 
tid 111 
RT lil 
t(l J4!).l 

~ISL EX[~ESl5 &SE~lT 3.0 A 
M'uKA~HIC LlTtRATU_RE 3.0 AAf 
GA~hIC Lil 10-~l LEN 3.0 ~ 

fALL 7::, 

8~~20-7685 DANZIG NEIL 
b8 11~ BIBL EXEGESIS GSEMIT 3.0 A 
RT 122 MJORASHlC LITERATURE 3.0 Al 
RT 345.2 GAONIC LIT 10-11 CEN 3.0 A~ 

SPRING 7o 

continued on page 2 
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ERNARO REVF.L GRADUATE SCHOOL RECORD OF 

HARRY FISCHEL SCHOOL , 
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DANZIG, NEIL 

VE SH IV A UN IVE AS IT Y ADDRESS 

500 West 185th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10033 

UNDERGRADUATE RECORD ADMITTED 

GAADUAT[D 

see page 1 

W 1TH DEGA££ OF 

MAJOR · 

AV[IUGE 

FIIOM 

OTHER DEGREES RECEIVED 

CAT[GORV 

DEPARTMENT 

REMARKS 

DE SCA IPT IV[ TITLE CIIEDIT GRADE 

!13-40-7685 DANZIG NEIL 
AR 400.1 DOCTORAL RESEARCH A~a--.~~ I · 
RT 361.1 CAIRO GENIZA CODICES 3.0 A~-
SL 301.l ELEMENTARY ARABIC 3.0 . V 
SL 333.1 ARAMAIC BABYL TALMUD 3.0 Y. 

FALL 76 

itl-40-7685 CANllG NEIL 
AR 400.l DCCTORAL RESEARCH 
RT 361.2 CAI RO GENIZ A CODICES 
SL 301.2 ELEMENTARY ARABIC 
SL 333.2 ARAMAIC BABVL TALMUD 

SPRING 77 

NO a.TRIES 9f.l.OW nn~ l.lNF 

lMl»lE~1f ~~\ll OOlEl~ 
lFdlR Y ~ ~If:~ILWJ~;ijWJlt 
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3.0 
3.0 
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A 
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MAJOR: 
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NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 

122 East 42nd Street New York, N.Y. 10017 490-2280 

APPLICATION FOR DOCTORAL DISSERTATION GRANT 

I. GENERAL INFORMATION 

I 
I l 
I \ 

I 

I 
i 

December 15, 1979 Date of Application _____ _ 

Name BERNER LEILA -------;-----------------------Male ____ _ Lull Firn Middlc-

Female __ X __ _ 

Present Address _82_1_-_l_l_t_h_St_. __ #_3 __ sa __ n_t_a_M_o_n_ic_a_,_c_a_li_f_o_m_i_a_ Zip _9_0_WJ_3 __ Tel. ( 213) 39 5-1984 
Legal Address 821-llth St. #3 Santa Monica, California 90403 (213) 395-1984 ---------------------Zip---- Tel. ____ _ 

2/17/50 San Francisco, Calif. us d I 1 81.rthdate 81'rthplace r-·t· h' • • an srae -------------'- 1 azens •P-- -------

Marital Status __ S_in_g_l_e _____ Dependents __ N_on_e _________________ _ 

II. ACADEMIC STATUS 

School and Department University of Californin, Lof; Angel~s (UCLA), History Department 

Dissertation Title The Jewish Community of Barcelon~ during the neign of James I of Aragon ( 1212-
1. Jewish History (emµhasis on ancient and medieval) 1276) 

Fields of Comprehensive Examinations 2, Medieval Christi~n Spain; 3. Refonnation Histoq 4. RomAn 
'Fmpire 

Actual or anticipate~.;ompletion dates of: 

a) course work comnl~ted Fall 1978 h) languuge examinations Completed MAy, 1978 
. . comnleted . - --c) comprehensb-e examinations Mnrch (), 1979 d) Dissertation project approval Approved March 9, 1979 

c) Dissertation June, _ l~~~. __ __ _ _ 

Career plans after obtaining doctorate I hooe to purRue a cRreer in historical reeeArch { emnhaeis on 
medieval Jewish and Spa.nish history) ancI university irisf:"fuction. 

If you are planning an academic career. please indicate the expected discipline or fields. 

Histoa - medievAl, Jewish, Spanish, Western Civili?.ation courses 

Ill. EDUCATION 

School (lust school firJI) 

1. Univ. o~ Calitomia 1 Los A!!8eles {UCLA) 

2. Univ. at Celitomia, Los Angeles (UCLA) 

J. Hebrew University or J eruf.',alern 

Yean Attended 

1977-1979 {present) 

lrt,5-1977 

1968-1973 

rl 

Dearee and Date 

c. Phil., June 15, 1979 
M,A., March 30, 1977 
B. A. , Hisf;.oey 197 l+ 
B,A, 1 F.nglish Lit. 

4, --------------------------------

5. -----------------------~----------



. 2 . . . 

EDUCATION tc""'"·, 

Other Relel'ant Education 
Habonim Youth Leadership 

Yean Attended Degree and Date 

1. W.Qrkshop, Kibbutz Urirn, Israe=l __ __.._1 __ 967.-1968 --- -··---- ·-·Certificate in Youth Leadership 
I~rael Govt. Ministry of Tourism 

1973
_
74 

License to Guide Visitors in 
2 • .Guides Course ---·~ebrtew and English 

(1974) 
J. - - - ----------------- - .. --------- -----·--- ··---------------

IV. HONORS. AWARDS. SCHOI.ARSHIPS AND FEl.LOWSHIPS 

Date 

1. Charles & Anna stockwitz Fund Schol~rship 9/67-9/68 
--------------- ·-----·· ·- · .. -- - -·--·------------ -----

2. Research Assistant ship ( special award by llCLl\ History Dept.) Spring 1978 

J. MAurice Amado Scholarship, Temple Tifcreth I~rael, Los Angeles Fall 1978 

4. MAbel Wilson Richards Fellowship funiversity-wide compet-itiorr} 
University or California, Los Angeles (UCLA) 9/78-9/79 

----- -- - -- ----·-- -·-·--··---- --------
5. Teaching Assistantship (award based on academic merit) 

University of Califomia, Le-s- Angeles- -(UGIA}----·-- --·-·---

.. ---·--·- ----

9/ 78-6/ao 
••• ·-·-- - -- --- ---

----------- - - -·- - -- - --··· --- -· ·------- ··- ---- - -------

V. LANG l ; ,\ c; l.: 

Please indicate the languages in which you have proficiencv ,,11'1 grade your ahility using A for fluency and B for working 
knowled~c. 

Lanauaae ReadJng - W riling Spe11klng 

I. Hebrew A A A 
-----------·- ·--· ----------------

Spanish A B A 
2. ·· ··---· ---------- - ·•-·-··· -· ------· ... -, .. - ·· ·- ·-- ,, ___ _____ . ·-·· ... ··-- -·------- ------

Lstin A 
.1. - ·- --·- ~---·- -·---·-~ -- -~------.. - _____ ..,_,.. __ ..... ... ... 

not applicable 

French B 
4. - -·----------
5. Catalan 
6. Ladino 

B 
A 

-
---- . ------·-· 

-VI. EMPLOY l\-1ENT -
Ph:ase list po!\itions you have helal whkh would ~upport )'()Uf applkatinn l\>r a grant. 

not applicable 

-
--

Position Description Jewish Natl. and Univ. Dates Held 

1. Researcher and Bibliographer ( Jewish Studies) Library, Jerusalem, If.reel 9/69JJ/72 
2-;- Lecturer - History or Christ-,1.an1ty for lfrael Govt""~7ffilietey or Tourism 6t,4-8/75 

Guides Course 
3.-T·eacher-of Jewish History:..· Tern!)le -B-ethHillei~·- Nort'i-l. Hollywood, Calif. 9Z7°5-6~76 
i.. ... Diredior..Jctucatianal Program.. l J ewiah) ~_inyol.¥irut~200.._dun1oi? Hi1h 5obool 9'/75-1://76 

studentef Bureau or-JewisnEclffcati~e Angeles 

5----1=1~ anlaoffl~J~:~~t~~atry.-ol-. Touri1111, suiding ~•itc~:c~=~r~rt 

6. A~sistant Direclor; "Ulpan" Education Abpoad {I~Pael) Sumer PPOgPMI 9
/?5-

9
/?7 · 

sponsored by- Bureau or Jewish Education, Los Angeles 
I ( CONTINUED ON ATTACHED SHEF .. 'T) 



• • 

LEILA BERNER 
-- .. --- --· ---

N,m,e• u/ Apl'l1n1111 

VII. DOCTORAL DISSERTATION 

Dissertation title A Social History of the_ ~-~~'l_~s1:- ~~it~- ~f Barcelona during the Reign of 

James I of Aragon [1212-1276] 

- ·- -------------------- -------- - - -------- ----
Disscrt~ation advisor(s) Prof. Robert, I. Burns, _s_~ J. 1-nnd. Prof.! __ J.mos FunJcen:=tein ( vice-chainnan) 

Please append to this application a dissertation pro~pec..-tu~ or dc,cription ol' the ohjcdi\'~~. scope. and methodology 

of the disst:rtation and its relation to other work and literature in the field. A prospectus already approved by · your 

University will be acceptable. If one is to be written specially for tlfr') applil-ation it should not exceed ten ( 10) double­

spaced pages. 

VIII. PUBLICATIONS 

Give title. where published, date. and number of pages. Applicant, Olil\ :.u 1lu~ir discretion pro\'ide l'Opie, (&1t least three) 

of those publications they feel would support their candidary. 

"The Jewish Camrunity of Barcelona in the 13th Century: Jews Living in a Gentile World,• 

to be presented at the Annual Meeting of the l•!est Coast A~sociation of Women Historians, 

Los Angeles, March, 1980 

IX. REFERENCES 

I.bl 1rnml'. address ttnd pn,ition ot· at l~a\t thn:~ ,,cudenak rdcr~ncc~ under" hum yuu ha,·e taken extended work. h will 

he ~•our n.·spm1\ibility 10 arrilll~C for referee:-. h, ,~ncl in ~uppurt ing ~tatcmcnts on the enclosed form!\ dire\:tly to th~ 

Founda1 inn. One referee should be your dissertation ad,·isor. 

1. Prof. Robert I. Bums, S.J., Professor, History Dept., Univ. of California, Los Angeles 
• 'arid Director;-~nsiitute "for Medieva"l-Meait-errAileeri--Spa_in_ 

2. _ Prof\ __ ~9~~ ~~st~µi, - ~~'-~-~~9~J _H~~t,_oey_.P.~P.'.t.! t__J}p~y._Qf._ Calit9_~ia1 Los Angeles 

3. Prof. Ronald Mellor, Professor, History Dept., Univ. or CAlitomin, Los Angeles 

I+- Pi-ot •--Herwig .. Vol Cramt-.Pr.otesaOX!, . Institute_.£0r_Auet.rian: H1at.017,~lJniver•it1' at Vienna, 

~ 
h~~ 

5._~• ~en D. Benin, Assistant Professor, School or International Studiee, 
Univ. cirWashington, ·-seaUle, Hashihgton 

-·- - --- - -----



• 

X. FINANCIAL DATA FOR COMING ACADEMIC YEAR (calculated on 12 month 
basis) 

Resources and Expected Income Needs 

Savings s 1,250 
I iving c:, pc:11..;e $ _ 7,800 (ree details below) 

l:mployment s Travel $ 1,250 ( f>ee details below) 

Spousl.'\ -Tt1itinn $ 
Emplo~·ment $ 

H,,11!,,.~ and 
250 (~ee details below) Sdwl~11-~h ips $ M,11erial~ $ ---- ·---

Other Income• $ Ot hn Nct·ds $ 100 {see details below) 

TOTAL s 1,250 
·1 f)'I Al. $ ' .9,400_ -

*If "Other lncom~·· or "Other Nl!cd~" are m~r S 1.000 please explain. 
a) Living Expense includes: rent {approx. $200 monthly); P,er diem ($15 a day which in­

cludes food, utilities, postage, recreation, and all other incidentals) 
b) Travel includes round-trip air fare from Los Angeles to Barcelona (high fieason/summer 

rates) and a Eurail pass (for travel to other Spanish archives). ($1,0CX) air fare and 
$250 Eurail pass). 

c) Books and Materials includes Xero~infi, microfilm of documents, some books (which can 
ba purchased only in Spain - export to the U.S. doubles their price - stationary goods 
and materials needed for research. 

d) "4>ther'' includes minor medical expenses {medication, visit to physician, etc.) 

_ (thi s indicates the difference between 
Amount rcquest~rl of National Found-c-lHnn for r; wi'ih cu±t urt': s 8,150 my need for the yeAr Md my savings) 
If granted less than T nave requested, am will:ing---e-o-mcur a debt for the balance in the 
For what.other scholarship~ or grant~ '1,1n: .\ ~H1 4l~plicd ;,t I Ii i ·, : ., .. : ·.1 ( 1 ndudc ,\mounts)fonn of a Federally Insured 

_ ---1. Fulbright-Hays (approx. $ 5,500) Student Loan 
2. American Association of University 1:1omcn ($7,000) 
3. Social Science Research Council (18 months support - approx. $12,000) 
4. Del Amo Foundation ($5,000) 
5. Memorial Foundation for Jewish Culture ($4,000) 
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' NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 

DOCTORAL DISSERTATION GRANT PROGRAM 

Re(erence Slatement 
I., h,· r. •1111111•J hy ffr/en·•· 111 

.\ 'l- :JC hr lki1•111lwr .,ht 

l \n-... -... · ·\ iun tu bL lilkd in h~ the Hpplil:ant ------ . \ 

' 

·, ,-.{';-~1 ... / 
I • • • • 

-------- r 
L11\I 

,,Lt r if 

. 

')tat ·tnL·I11 ·t1nL·crniug -·-· 

W AIV El{~ I II accordance "it h the Fa mil. t:::ducation Rights and Pri acy Act of 197 4. I waive my right tn rcvie" I his - --- -------------l\1ichlli• 

I / 
'.l· : ~ -, -- -

--·- _ .... ------- )1111• 

I h, · N" 1 '"' "" f- ou nlla I ion for Jewish Cu It u re has as its p u rpo,c the ere at ion ol a l>rnadcr u ndcrst and i II g , ,I the lie Ill ol 

k " , Ii , u I 1111 · , n A mcri,·a a 11 ,I I he en rich ment of programs in th is fie Id. I ts p rog r a Ill , I pre· doc torn I ~ra nl> i, in tended h 1 

"'·"''' ,1,ul\' and rc,carch in the various disciplines related to J 1daica and Jc"bh lilc. The Foundation will apprc · 

Li,\· ,1 " tat ·mcnt from you about the applicant named above. 

*( 0 N I'll> ~-N ·1 I A LIT\': Federal law gives s tude,r ts t /1<' Of'/ io11 of wafri ng I llt'i r ri ~Ills to see >f'<'nJI<' ct m /id, •11 t iu I ·"" 11· • 

, " ", """ kt 1, ·r., ul n•,·umme11da1ion. If I i,e ap{'lica,11 /w.1 ... ai1•<'d t /Jis right hy "gni11g t lu• wui,w "'" ,.,,,. t hi., r,:/i·,·,·11,,' 

, ,,,, , ,,., .,,, ll'iil 1,,, 1,.-ltl w11fid<'t1tial. If the up{'licu111 ha, 110/ sig,wd th<' wafr,•r, it ll'ill J,,, a.,.rnnml that this st<1t1•1111•111 111<1,r 

/1. · ., , 11 In · iltt' "l'l,/frt1nt. 

N:11 1\l' u\ 1wr-...011 "riting recommenda.tion __________ H .0U'1. __ :l_,_ ;L Lf.~1"
1 

V ~~- •• 
- - , r · ,-,,-,,. ~ ., 4-0H 'f v' 1 s 1fu ,11 r"f'.. o.5oy• .s-:r 

___ _ _ , hool at[ ii ia t ion -' ._.,.;, I ;;.l,i / 4 ~ d op • ,,.f M ~ t,,,t LJ#'j-:-~ - .J ,/.<.i:JJl'4>ul _ i.L.JOJ!'. • ~l1y / '7:'-l"li. s; ¥ 

., Ilk'""' dqrnrt111cnt: _ ffii4-.oc, :!!!::/2L:"fi ]t11:-~~ --:;:.·-----· --· 

Ad 1,c" .. -1:Lh, i: ,. , u t1//<-£S,L71, Uf11-1 /ah., u.~ . --..J \,f_''II ,..dc,h,. - , _ /,;.r~ 

/S '(ul/~ _ hndrnt t·apacit) '! Tu~-: __ '-! ,/i, .. fY .. 

f_tt • 1 ~ -I I.Ajd1p In 1 c,µ/_ "-d'J.12ld .,..... ..... a ~ u1 , // 

t ~? '4_ 4- -f_1illk 
------- --- -----

----------

! A.-->/>----~ d VI ,SL, 

' l'I '•" · rate the applirnnt relative to others ol your students who arc nnw nr who have recently been in doch>r,11 

----

pn1L!ran1,. 

Ac~uh.•mic Performance 

Scholarly Potential 

0111s1u11di11M 

It>/> 5 °/o 

. 

----
Er"d/nll 

Good 

IH'XI /()
0

~, 
llt'XI /()'1/o 

V - - --
(" 

.\ Pie." · rn ,,. the ,q ,plican t ·, ahilit, 111 t·arry out his ""ignmcnl\ and plan, "" ti 111c. 

GoodL __ Fair __ Poor __ 

__ ____.. . 

OthC'r 
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ti • '7 ~ • , • .:i Ji • , .:a. u n i1 er • t7 , .:i • J • N. n 
-
YHB HIBR ■W UNIVKRSITV OP JERUSALl!M 

Ottioe or Rese .!.l'Ch Students 

February 4, 1979 

!0 WJt0M IT MAY CONCJoElt 

tnues1Pl 0, Jlr, Marn loel. uremneu 
In Ntiata.otion ot couro• reqUiret.tP.nts tor the de<rr09 ot Ph.D at !Ila 

Bebr• UniftN1'7 in J'aual•, Jlfr. Br91'DE'D 1'1'11 req11ired t., talc• tu to110W1Dc 
oom-.a• tor 8l'84e med.1• 

PNt. I. Be1nea1111, Seleotect Sectione ot Mellhilt~ d• Rabbi ?emMl, On4e 9' 

Jlr •. "• ANia, 'fallnad, Onde 85 

llr. 1IN8lan n1N adlted the tollOWing ooureea and reoeiftd th• nanat\lJ'N of 
tlae llllltNoton oertltyine hie notin :participation tn t.h8 ~ 

Plot. t. luanan, lnbocluation to M14raeh and .~ 

'"'• I. Urbaoh, Balieta an4 Opinions ot th• Ssgee 

Prof. J. Rein••on. nosea in the Agadnh (S.!_ner) 

-.. t. 111'olat leleotecl S.ctiona tram the h■lqtot 

Ir. t. P.ftlenkel, Selected Sect ioM tronl 'l'orat Jrohlud.■ 

Sinoe I"~. DNgman receiwd hie l'IIA• leer•• in 1:he U1IIA., lie WU Nqa:lre4 
to Rbmit a papllt equiwlent to The Hebrew 1Jn1wre1ty flllt tlla•S.•• fb:1• woa 
m reoeiffd ln Ian. 1976 and ~-,as fmlluatecl l,y hot. J. 'le1n•snn, lept. ot 
•••• Ltteratuz.e, and Prot. Y. ?-uaamen, Dept. ot flalma&I, ll1lo ml'det it a 
pa4e ot "1'-r., Goo4•. A oopy ot th1a effl.uattoa 18 wlose4. 

1, llth14 also be notod th:lt Pr!'. :ar.smen 1a "'4t Nalplet ot th1II rear'• , 
VaftlllW Pr1N tor Aondllllic •cellenoe awarded bJ .. Bebrew Uninrd\71• Iu,1t11te 
of lftiah Stacll•• 

Ill'. lb.:-.an bu oam,leted all the nquir•enta tor the Ph.D.4eer•• ap!11'1 
flw nbld.NiOA ot hie doctoral die•or""tton. 

1.t, ~ \-t \ • 

~~: 
,~ ½ ¥o/W. ~ ('9" VV\JVlot s 
1W I 

I, 

f ' ' . 

.. ' . I 
J • 

. -' • 
\ ~ \ . . ' , . .; .. ,.. . ,, .. . •. 

• , , • :....., ,t•,. 

,- I . '·---

(Ott) 'r., 



--·····-----· 

NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 

Nl!W YOU, N.Y. 10161 • (212) 490-lllO 

122 EAST 42ND STll!!T • 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: l)e .. l)oNe,\ J .. &Jl#,4 
FROM: Carl J. Rheins 

DATE: ~ \ 2, \C\il 

Enclosed is material which was missing from the file 

of ... ~ ft\b,\~ , as of Februa~y 2. Please 

corcitlei the enclosed information when grading this 

applicant's file. 

Thank you very much. 
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NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 

DOCTORAL DISSERTATION GRANT PROGRAM 

Ref ere nee Statement 

Thi" scdion to he filled in hy the applicant 

S1 a lcmcn l l:onccrning _______ J_ol>___._ _______ _ 
fi"rst 

/i, he• rc·111,111•cl lw H1•/,·r, •1· /11 
.'Vl-'.IC hy l>,·n·mhn .ll.H 

WAIVER* In accordance with the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act of 1474. I waive my right to review this le11cr. 

The National Foundation for Jewish Culture has as its purpo~c the creation of a hroadcr understanding of the field of Jewish culture in America and the enrichment of programs in this field. It~ program of pre-doctoral grant~ is intended to cnt·ouragc study and research in the various disciplines related to Judaka and Jewish life. The Foundati,m will appre­ciate a statement from you about the applicant named above. 

*CONFIDENTIALITY: Federu/ law gil'es students the option of" <111 ·i111,: tltt'ir rt~hts to see spec,jh· <·w1Ji'cle111iul \lute ­nwnts cmd le11ers of recotnme11du1ion. If the upp/icwu h<Js " 'tlfr<'cl thi.\ ri1,:ht hy s1~111·11,: the wufrer uhm•, 1, thi., r1:/c'rl'll('1' .,·talcment will he held co11/iden1ia/. If the applicant has 1101 si1,:1wcl the wafr,·r. it will ht• ass11mc>d thut thi.!i stutemnll ""~" he seen hy the applicu,11. 1 
--- - - .• -:--> .. 

\ . \~~~vC) - -~,---,-

~ Name of person writing recommendation _ ___,.._~.....,...-
l I , • 

' \, ~ (__ -. .. \ ·--
; ~ s' "·,•;. \ ~ i _. \ ·1 itlc Hncl department: • ~ ' \ 'y , 

S,.:hool affiliation --- ------- --· 

Address ( I , \. 0 l. ; , -~ .... \..:---.-' -------.,......,-~--
I. How long have you known applicant'! --·- ---

:-1- • "\v ·_. (, 
- ' \ 

- - ---- --~-----

2. Plca~c rate the applicant relative to 01hcrs of your ~tudc111, who are now or who have recently been 111 doctoral programs. 

Academll' Perf ormam.•e 

Scholarly Potential 

( )u1S1u11cli11J: 
- 111 ,,,,, ., 0 

/:'.A·,·,·llent 
llt'XI I 0°/o 

Good 
IWXI /0°/41 

~ 
X 

.1. Plca,c rate the :q,plkant'..., ability to carry out hi~ assignments uncl plans nn time. 
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Good ,.( Fair_......,_ Poor 
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, LOS ANGELES UCLA 

ltt. ttt.t-.U-. ,. • l>t\\'I', • UWINt: • LO!, ANC.a:u:!I • RIVt:ll~IDt: • SAN 1)11•:co • !,AN fl\ANCISCO -----------------------------------

NEAR EA~RN LANGUAGES AND CUL TURES 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 900'24 

J 

January 15, 1981 

'l'o Whom It May Concern ....... --------.__,. .... -- ,. 

I~ : M~ . Jody Myers 

'l'h(Jl llJh M!, . Myers has been doing most of her graduate studies at this 
t 11 i ve c , i ty under the direction of my oolleague, Prof. Amos Funkenstein, 
: Ii; lid!' been required to take a reading course with me preparatory to 
111 • r doctorc1l examinations and has also discussed her dissertation topic 
• •• ., i th m<• subsequ ·ntly. Iler reading list consisted of a variety of early 
r, i rH't uenth c .ntury Hebrew works. She applied herself assiduous.ly to these 
\v') rk :; , rL dd them intc lligently, and could discuss them with the competence 
u 11 • t :Xpl·ct ~; of ,..t graduate studemt. During her oral examinations, she did 
.. .1wl1 l >1• tc,r on this .section of the questions than she did on the other 
:. •· ·t ion~j. 

i1" I < ocLoral thesis on messianism in the writings of zvi Hirsch Kalischer 
11 1 • qt1 L V(•ry well turn out to be a significant contribution to learning since 
r " I 1 !:ch(: was very influential in formulating and propagating a religious 
l,tdlld of J1..:wish nationalism in the nineteenth century and.influenced a 
, 11 1 c·Ly of subsequent thinkers and pamphleteers. To date I have read 
, 11 1 • 1,r o~~ 1x~ctus and a draft of the first chapter and, though I make no claim 

- 1 r) 1 ·xp rt i sl: in the area --especially since much of the material is 
i r,vCJ ) v<:d HabLinic ees_ponsa--I find Myers performance here IOOre impr~e ______ 

1 11.i 11 '"rnything she has done to date. 

Sincere y yours, 

J. Band 
Professor of Hebrew 



NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 
122 l!AST 42ND STUET • N8W YOH, N.Y. 10168 

MEMORANDUM 

• 

TO:D'2r ~ J. ~ 
FROM: Carl J. Rheins 

DATE: ~\Z, \~f?J 

• (212) 490-22.«) 

Enclosed is material which was missing from the file 
of , as of February 2. Please 
consider the enclosed information when sradi~this 
applicant's file, ~ 

Thank you very much. 

l>i~ 
im~ ~. , 

~~ -
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'\nple Beth Sholom 
61 0 Gladys Drive 

Middletown, Ohio 45044 

Feb.14,1985 

Dear Rabbi Silver, 

Enclosed are a few items of interest which I 
hope will give you insight into my scholarly 
potential and fitness for the CCAR Centennial 
Project. Included ares 

1. My academic resume 

2. Galleys to a forthcoming article in Modern 
Judaism (May,1985) 

, 3. Typescript of an article for American Jewish 
History on synagogue architecture - this was 
a difficult piece for me - Marc Raphael was most 
helpful. 

4. Ty-pescript of an article for American Jewish -----
i:a•••r Archives on Leeser and Protestantization. 

I ho~e to talk to Benny Kraut in a few days 
to go over what he has already done. 

Even if nothing else comes of this {and I hope 
that's not the case), I look forward to receiving 
your comments on my work, 

Best, 

LANCE J. SUSSMAN, RADDI 
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Mrs. Arthur Hays Sulzberger Prize in Hoailetics, 1980 
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1. American Jewish History (Prof. Jacob R. Marcus) 
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Aib~ 6, 1985 

Rabbi 'Lance J. SUSSll&D 
Teaple Beth Sholom 
604 Gladys Dr. 
Middletown, OH 45042 

Dear Lance: 

American Jewish History 
a quarterly historical journal 

I have read your essay several ti.lies with care, and find that it is still in 
need of revision. The introduction is the ■ajor problem--our largely lay 
readership will not understand the very first paragraph. 

- What is the "revival~ organized religion in the late 1940s"? (p. 1) You 
aust tell our readers about it; they are not historians of American religion. 

What was the "transformation" you vaguely mention? What was "½ransformed"? 
Is this a synonym for "revival"? Was s011ething "revived" and "transformed"? 
If so, what was it like before it was "transfonaed"? The point is that you 
JDUSt explain the religio-historical context very carefully. 

Please do the same with the phrase "historical revival themes." 
the themes you have in mind? 

What are 

And, in the same paragraph: 
that synagogues were "no longer 
that's bad history. But do 
abstract, undefined phrases. 

is your point that the change in the 1940s was 
viewed merely as a place to pray0 ? If so, 
tell us exActly what you mean and avoid 

On p. 2 between the 
second paragraph, 
point is aade). You 
apologia Judaica at 

end of the first paragraph and the beginning of the 
your "flash-back" is not done well (though an excellent 
drop the 1950s too quickly, a'ld perhaps if-you- -argue tne 
the beginnin_g of the paragr-ay.1you will strengthen it. ---Now, at the top of p. 3, you drop back in time even further; hence, the 

1950s are far away from us and this 118.kes for an awkward flow or structure 
in the essay. 

Also on p. 3, it is good that you aake a comparative reference to German 
architecture, but you 11USt prepare the reader for why you are doing it and 
why now. In fact, it might best be introduced later where it thematically 
■ekes ■ore sense. 

On p. 8, four lines from the bottom, you have another of the kind of phrases 
I do not like: "values and realities of American Jewish life after 1945." 
I do not know what they are--tell us. 

In swa, look at the essay again and ■ake sure that you assume nothing on the 
part of our readers. When you revise this draft, I think we will have a 
piece which could appear in June or Septeaber of this year! 

-Sincerely, 

Marc Lee Raphael 
editor 

Jeffrey S. Gurock 
associate editor 

American Jewish Historical Society• 2 Thornton Road• Waltham, MA 02154 • 617-891-8110 
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Rabbi Lance J. Sussman 
Temple Beth Sholom 
604 Gladys Drive 
Middletown, OH 45042 
513-422-8313 (O) 
513-423-2799 (H) 

The Suburbanization of American Judaism as Reflected 
in Synagogue Building and Architecture, 1945-1975 

The revival of organized religion in the late 1940s and 

early 1950s necessitated the radical recasting of Jewish self­

expression in America. The most conspicuous evidence of this 

transformation was the creation of a new kind of synagogue, dif­

ferent from its predecessor both in appearance and function. The 

exterior of the synagogue no longer expressed a number of differ­

ent historical revival themes. Instead, it boldly presented Jew­

ish symbols either through architectura.I design or in the plastic 

and graphic arts in a contemporary, modern style. No longer 

viewed merely as a place to pray the new synagogue was, in the 

e-l-a-s-sical VCYcabu1.ary of rabbl.nic Judaism, a House of Worship, a 
1 House of Study, and a House of Assembly. 

An unprecedented number of these new synagogues were built 

in the post-World War II era, largely because of important demo­

graphic changes in American society. Most of the 4,200 syn~gogues 

currently in use in the United States were either built or have 

been remodelled since World War II. 2 It might even be asserted 

that building new synagogues and temples became the central reli­

gious activity of American Jews in the post-war period. 3 

However, the suburban synagogue was not just a Jewish insti­

tution. It was also a symbol of suburbia. Its program promoted 

the values of a recreation and youth oriented society. Aestheti-

1 
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cally, the suburban synagogue embodied a sense of newness in every­

thing from furniture and light fixtures to Torah covers and cande­

labra. Carefully sited with an expansive lawn and attractive 

landscaping, accessible primarily by automobile, the synagogue 

became a quintessential suburban institution. 4 

The stately urban synagogues of the pre-World War II era, 

on the other hand, expressed through their designs and derivative 

architectural styles the idea that Judaism was an ancient and in­

tegral part of Western Civilization. Their fluted columns, clas­

sical domes and impressive porticos suggested that the Jewish 

heritage was based on lofty, noble ideas that contributed to the 

strength and stability of society. Whether Greek, Moorish, or one 

of a variety of other period and revival styles, synagogue archi­

tecture in America always conveyed the idea that Judaism was in a 

Golden Age and that Jewish particularism was mereLy an- instrument 

or a faith that was universalistic at its core. 5 The pre-World 

War II synagogue in America, in other words, was a monumental 

apologia Judaica. 

The basic plan of the pre-1945 synagogue was similar to that 

of a church. It was dominated by a large sanctuary, big enough to 

accommodate the entire congregation, which occupied the major floor 

area of the structure. The sanctuary was generally a half-story 

above the street. Downstairs was a large, low ceilinged room, 

the vestry, used for social affairs and various educational activi­

ties. Sometimes modest "annexes" were built to house additional 

classrooms, meeting rooms, and various offices. However, the 

"annex" was, as a rule, architecturally inferior to the main 

structure. 6 
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The most important trend in synagogue architecture during 

the early decades of the twentieth century was simply the gradual 

abandonment of the profuse ornamentation of the Gilded Age. Cer­

tain styles, especially Gothic Revival, were generally avoided be­

cause of their popularity in the Christian community. Instead, 

Greek, Byzantine, and "meshugothic" styles characterized synagogue 

architecture. [Fig. 1] In a searching and influential article in 

the Menorah Journal in 1925, Lewis Mumford suggested that the 

dome should become the distinctive feature of the American syna­

gogue. On the other hand, he did not advocate any significant 
7 change in the synagogue's basic floorplan. 

The last great synagogue of the pre-World War II era was 

Temple Emanu-El of New York, built in 1929 at a cost of $4,000,000. 
~ 

The seyle 0£ ther'irth Avenue structure was dominated by early 

Italian Romanesque features [Fig. 2]. It had an impressive por­

tico, a basilican floor plan with 2,600 permanent seats, and an 

"annex" in the rear. Its polished exterior masonry was the 

building's most conscious link with the streamlined art moderne 

h • h 1 • Am • 8 aest etic, ten so popu ar in erica. 

By contrast, European, particularly German, architects, in­

fluenced by theories of functionalism, were already developing 

flexible-space plans, introducing contemporary styles and employing 

new building materials in the field of synagogue architecture dur­

ing the 1920's and 1930's. An extreme example of functionalist 

simplicity was the Liberal Synagogue at Hamburg (1931) with its 

bare, windowless facade. New synagogues also were built in British 

Palestine. One example, Jerusalem's Jeshurun Synagogue (1934-35), 

employed a similarly austere treatment. In the United States, 
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however, these innovations were not adopted until after World War 

II when the new role of the synagogue in America became manifest.9 

The idea that the synagogue could broadly serve the cultural 

and social needs of the Jewish community was a product of the 

American urban environment. The Jewish Center Movement which 

emerged in second and third zones of settlement in American cities 

early in the twentieth century suggested to a number of people, 

especially Mordecai Kaplan, that a new type of Jewish community 

was emerging in America based on ethnicity and not religion. If 

the synagogue was to survive, Kaplan suggested, it would have to 

become part of a larger, a religious institutional framework. Of 

course, Kaplan could not-haYe foreseen the new sociological fun_c_-___ _ 

tion of religion after 1945. In the post-war era, the revitalized 

synagogue absorbed many of his ideas and Reconstructionisrn, his 

broad philosophy of Judaism, became a Jewish religious denomina-
. 10 tion. 

The new American synagogue which emerged after 1945, although 

it had roots both in modern European architecture and the Jewish 

Center Movement, was basically the product of the vast process of 

suburbanization which transformed American life after World War II. 

In the post-war era, religious affiliation was used by Americans 

as an important social mechanism for adapting to the new lifestyle 

of the automobile suburbs. Millions of Americans, recently located 

in the suburban rings developing around the cities, turned increas­

ingly to organized religion to ease their sense of rootlessness as 

well as to transmit their respective traditions to their children. 

"America," Will Herberg observed, "changed from the 'land of immi-

grants,' with its thriving ethnic groups, to the 'triple melting 
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pot' in which people tend[ed] more and more to identify and locate 

themselves in terms of three great sub-communities--Protestant, 

Catholic, Jewish--defined in religious terrns. 1111 

For the American Jew, the post-war "triple melting pot" was 

an anomaly. Jews comprised only 3.2 percent of the total American 

population,yet they found themselves enfranchised as the guardians 

of one-third of the American religious heritage. Their synagogues 
. t. t • d • d 12 as ins 1 utions an as structures were ina equate to the task. 

To create the suburban synagogue, congregations and their 

national umbrella organizations turned to architects, most of whom 

were Jewish, in the hope that they could authentically interpret 

Judaism in their work. A widespread belief existed in the Jewish 
________ omm-U-n.i-ty after-i.945 that the true Jewish style in art and archi-

• tecture was about to be created and that the synagogue would emerge 

as a distinctively Jewish building. The great artistic challenge 

was to discover how to represent the eternality of Jewish values 

in a contemporary fashion. 

Both because of its financial resources and its strong tradi­

tion of aesthetic reform, the Reform movement took a leading role 

in the architectural development of the suburban synagogue. 13 The 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations (UAHC), the national syna­

gogue organization of Reform Judaism, anticipated a boom in syna­

gogue construction by publishing a modest guide in 1946 for congre­

gations thinking of relocating in the suburbs. The following year, 

the UAHC sponsored two conferences on synagogue architecture. 

Organized by Rabbi Jacob D. Schwartz, UAHC Director of Synagogue 

Activities, the meetings were held in New York and Chicago in June 

and November of 1947, respectively. Participants included archi-
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tects (Percival Goodman, Ely Jacques Kahn and Harry M. Prince), 

artists (Marc Chagall and Jacques Lipshitz), congregational rabbis 

and lay representatives, and faculty members from the Hebrew Union 

College (Abraham N. Franzblau and Franz Landsberger). 14 

Subsequently, in his 1948 State of the Union address, an 

impressed UAHC president, Maurice D. Eisendrath, made an "urgent 

plea for the establishment of a permanent Institute for Synagogue 

Building. 1115 The UAHC then organized a panel of synagogue archi­

tects that travelled around the country to meet with congregational 

building committees. The Architects Advisory Panel of the UAHC, 

as it was later known, also developed a series of guidelines for 

new synagogue construction which the Union publi~ed:~1~6-=---~ 
-----Another o_t the UAHC's - projects was publication of a major -- • work on synagogue architecture based on the various conferences 

-----

and programs it had sponsored. In 1954, Peter Blake compiled and 

edited An American Synagogue for Today and Tomorrow: A Guide Book 

to Synagogue Design and Construction. "The purpose of this book," 

Blake wrote trandiosely, " ... is nothing less than to lay the 

foundation for a great renaissance in the architecture of the 

synagogue. 1117 The complex relationship between modern architecture 

and synagogue art was further explored in a second UAHC sponsored 

volume, Avram Kampf's Contemporary Synagogue Art: Developments 
Ne~ ,1,~"'1 

in the United States, 1945-1965 (,._1966). 

While the UAHC promoted innovations in synagogue art and de­

sign at the national level, the work of the individual architect 

or team of architects was paramount at the congregational level. 

Architects also promoted new synagogue design in their professional 

organizations, particularly the American Institute of Architects, 
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and in a variety of journals. The two architects who had perhaps 

the greatest impact on the design and style of the suburban syna­

gogue after 1945 were Eric Mendelsohn and Percival Goodman. 

Eric Mendelsohn established important trends in the design 

of large post-war synagogues as well as in the use of new construc­

tion materials. Beginning in the 1920s, he designed important 

buildings on a monumental scale in Germany and, later, in England 

and British Palestine. In 1945, he moved to the United States and 

was involved in synagogue planning until his death in 1953. Exam­

ples of his work include the domed Park Synagogue (Cleveland, 1948) 

and B'nai Amoona (St. Louis, 1949) [Fig. 3] which features a para­

bolic roof. Mendelsohn's work is credited with having influenced 

many of the great architects of the twentieth century, including 

• Frank Lloyd Wright, Philip C. Johnson, Walter Gropius, and Minoru 

Yamasaki to try their own hands at synagogue design. 18 

Percival Goodman designed and built more than fifty synagogues 

of all sizes in the post-war period, but made especially noteworthy 

contributions to the design and style of the small synagogue. His 

ideas about intimacy in synagogue architecture were derived from 

his reading of Martin Buber. Goodman attempted to translate 

Buber's dialectic concept of I-Thou into synagogue design by using 

special lighting, wood, and, most importantly, by collaborating 

with artists to develop new forms of synagogal art. Likewise, 
' 

Goodman designed his synagogues to achieve spacious interiors 

without a massive facade. Perhaps his most lasting contribution 

to synagogue architecture, however, was the emphasis of the ark 

as a conspicuous external feature of the synagogue (B'nai Israel, 

Millburn, New Jersey, 1951). Goodman believed that the ark, used 
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in a manner comparable to a church steeple, could explicitly de-

f • b ·1d· 19 ine a u1 ing as a synagogue. 

More spectacular but less successful attempts to make the 

suburban synagogue distinctively Jewish involved transforming the 

entire structure into a symbol of Judaism. Just as the floor plans 

of some churches incorporated the shape of a cross, the new syna­

gogue could be designed, for instance, as a Star of David. Attempts 

were also made at creating new symbols. Frank Lloyd Wright, for 

example, designed Beth Shalom (Elkins Park, Pennsylvania, 1959) as 

a glass, concrete and steel replica of Mount Sinai [Fig. 4). 

Avrom Kampf, writing of Walter Gropius, says that "in his search 

for a genuinely twentiety-century synagogue, ... [he) merged the 

shape of the turbine with the shape of lhe Decalogue, and thus 

satisfied his own belief in the machine and that of Baltimore's 

Oheb Shalom Congregation in the Torah. 1120 However, in most in­

stances, symbolism in the design of the synagogue either could not 

be seen from inside the structure or was so abstract that it could 

not be recognized by most congregants. 

Architects also attempted with some success to reformulate 

the basic design of the American synagogue. No longer exclusively 

modeled after a church, the post-World War II synagogue broadly 

reflected trends in the architecture of religious institutions, 

auditoriums, public schools, and suburban buildings. Perhaps even 

more than style, the distribution of interior space expressed the 

values and realities of American Jewish life after 1945. 

The most important new architectural feature of the suburban 

synagogue was the expandable sanctuary. First used by Cecil Moore 

in a synagogue in Tucson, Arizona in 1945, the idea was popularized 
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by Eric Mendelsohn. The plan called for linking the sanctuary with 

the social hall on the same level. Separated by a foyer with mov­

able walls, the sanctuary and social hall could by joined to greatly 

expand seating capacity for the High Holy Days and special events. 

Although multi-functionalism was a hallmark of architecture 

in general after 1945, it is interesting to note that the expand­

able sanctuary was more widely used in American synagogues than in 

churches. One reason for this was that churches in the post-war 

period drew SO to 80 percent of their total membership to Sunday 

worship on a weekly basis. It made sense, therefore, for church 

architects to design sanctuaries large enough for the entire con­

gregation. To some extent, the decision to keep the church social 

hall a distinct architectural unit also reflected the sharper dif­

ferentiation made by Christianity than by Judaism between the 

sacred and the mundane. 

In many ways, the social hall, now often larger than the sanc­

tuary, was the heart of the new synagogue. It reinforced the idea 

that Judaism, although a religious tradition, was also a "way of 

l 'f .. 21 l. e. Equipped with a kitchen and a stage, the social hall 

could be used for a wide variety of activities, ranging from formal 

banquets to school assemblies. 

However, the size of the sanctuary and the social hall often 

made their use inappropriate for small gatherings. Additional 

partitions were sometimes used to reduce the volume of a given 

room or even to create a number of smaller areas. In other cases, 

particularly in Conservative synagogues, several smaller, special­

ized facilities were built, including a sanctuary for daily wor­

ship, called a Beth Midrash, and youth chapel in the school 
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building. 

The religious school was another important and often very 

visible component of the suburban synagogue. Closely modeled 

after the public school in design and appearance, synagogue schools 

had no distinctive features that identified them as Jewish institu­

tions. Initial plans for synagogue schools often did not include 

youth group lounges or adult study areas because no parallel 

facilities existed in the secular institutions. Libraries, sepa­

rate school auditoria, and facilities for physical education were 

also rareties in new suburban synagogues, a reflection of the 

supplemental nature and limited intellectual goals of synagogue 

educational programs. 

The central office, however, became a conspicuous feature of 

large synagogues after 1945. I 
It reflected both the bureaucratic 

needs of the suburban congregation and the important role of 

office work in post-World War II society. A typical administrative 

center included a waiting area, a main business office, an execu­

tive director's office, a mailing and equipment room, and a filing 

area. Similarly, the rabbi's office was moved to a central loca­

tion, enlarged, and modeled as a showcase of professionalism. 

The appearance of the new synagogue with its expandable sanc­

tuary, large social hall, impressive school building and modern 

administrative center generated a considerable amount of excite­

ment in the American Jewish community. The realization that some­

thing new had been created was carefully documented by Rachel 

Wischnitzer in her Synagogue Architecture in the United States 
iA J-cJ,1p~ .-~, 

()-955), the first major scholarly work on the topic. "Perhaps it 

was necessary," wrote one astute reviewer, "that an entirely new 
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phase in the shaping of the American Jewish house of worship began 

before its history could be written and a proper interpretation of 
1

• 22 its significance given." 

The "new phase" in American synagogue architecture is now 

almost forty years old. Since 1946, the basic design of the subur­

ban synagogue has remained constant. By contrast, the external 

appearance of the post-World War II synagogue has shown little 

homogeneity. Designed in a variety of contemporary architectural 

styles, synagogues have reflected, with varying degrees of success, 

congregations' attempts to express their institution's uniqueness 

and independence. Thus, the hope expressed early in the post-war 

period that a distinctive modern American synagogue be created 

has only partially been fulfilled. 

Several important developments in' synagogue art and architec­

ture in recent years alco indicate that the American synagogues of 

the future may not resemble the post-war suburban edifice. Priva­

tism, a resurgence of traditional religious observance, and th ~ 

movement to preserve historic buildings are a few of the many 

forces that are currently reshaping the appearance of the Ameri-

can synagogue. Moreover, the nature of contemporary synagogue 

finances and the changing pattern of American Jewish demographics 

suggest that few new synagogues will be built in the foreseeable 

future to give full architectural expression to these developments. 

Instead, changes in synagogue architecture will likely be more 

subtly expressed through redecorating, remodeling, and restoring. 

Just as suburbanization transformed the design and appearance 

of the American synagogue after World War II, privatism, and to 

some extent elitism, have removed new synagogues from public view 
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in recent years. Beginning in the late 1960s, many synagogues were 

sited in wooded areas, well off major thoroughfares (e.g., Wise 

Center, Cincinnati, 1976). No longer conceived as highly visible 

symbols of Judaism, synagogues began to serve individual rather 

than communal needs. Weddings and Bar/Bat mitzvahs, viewed primari­

ly as private events, started to undermine the social cohesiveness 

of many congregations and the utility of buildings constructed 

primarily to serve as social centers. Moreover, elitism, the use 

of synagogue membership to show one's high social status or aspira­

tions thereto, in contrast to the use of the synagogue as a vehicle 

for active participation in organized Jewish life, has further 

eroded the function of the synagogue as a communal institution. 23 

The Havurah Movement, on the other hand, which also began in 

• the late 1960s, sought to reestablish the concept of a Jewish reli-

gious community as a social process based on personal commitment. 

Part of the early Havurot's rebellion against the impersonality of 

"establishment" Judaism in America was a rejection of the architec­

ture of the suburban synagogue. Just as "downtown" synagogues did 

not reflect the reality of Jewish life for suburbanites after 1945, 

so the suburban synagogue did not express the highly spiritual 

concerns of the Havurah Movement. When Havurot were organized 

within already existing congregations, many groups preferred to 

meet in private homes rather than in their synagogues for similar 
24 reasons. 

During the 1970s, American Jews also began to reevaluate 

their attitude toward the art and architecture of the pre-World 

War II synagogue. At exhibitions of synagogue architecture com­

memorating America's Bicentennial held at the Spertus College of 
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Judaica in Chicago and Brandeis University, pre-World War II syna­

gogues were, for the first time in a generation, presented in a 

positive fashion. 25 Subsequently, the American Jewish Archives 

in Cincinnati sponsored in 1982 an exhibit of nineteenth century 

American synagogues. Rabbi William A. Rosenthall, whose collection 

of photographs formed the basis of the Cincinnati exhibit, enthu­

siastically concluded that "a mighty contribution· to religious 

art as well as to communal identity was made by our nineteenth-
26 century forebears." By contrast, when a 1963 exhibit on "Recent 

American Synagogue Architecture" was held at the Jewish Museum in 

New York, its organizer, Richard Meier, forthrightly maintained 

that "none of the buildings exhibited here in drawings, photo­

graphs, and models were intended to exploit historical sentimenta-
' lism dependent on tangible reminders of the past." 27 

In fact, "tangible reminders of t he past" have become the 

hallmark of current interest in synagogue architecture. For in­

stance, · the Lloyd Street Synagogue in Baltimore (1845, 1964) and 

• 

the Plum Street Synagogue in Cincinnati (1866, 1975) have been re­

stored and registered as national historic landmarks. The Touro 

Synagogue of Newport, Rhode Island (1763) was selected in 1982 as 

the first American synagogue to be featured on a United State post­

age stamp. 

Similarly, antiques and relics from old synagogues are in­

creasingly being placed in newer facilities . . For instance, the 
cq,i 

Scheuer Chapel at the Hebrew Union College (Cincinnati,~emodeled ,~~~a~d 
e ,·, hf't,.6\ -,.I\ 

1971) features a restored ae¥eR~eeAeh century Polish-Lithuanian 
:11 

Ark [Figs. Sand 6]. To create a sense of continuity with the 

past, many congregations are also hanging photographs of former 
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religious school classes in hallways originally intended to be left 

undecorated. 

The need to remodel synagogues both to provide new services 

(e.g., day care) and to make them more energy-efficient is cur­

rently necessitating a general reevaluation of synagogue design 

in the United States. Baltimore's four Reform congregations, for 
. occo.i, o"• lly 

instance, hold joint services to curtail the exp~nse of beating 
A ' • , .. . , 

and cooling their large sanctuaries Har Sinai, one of those 

congregations, has also added a senior citizens' complex to its 

building. 

• 

The current situation of the American Jewish cormnunity, 

therefore, suggests a need for a synagogue environment that nour­

ishes nee-traditionalism and provides a,wide variety of human ser­

vices, especially for the growing number of Jewish aged. To some 

extent, developments in liturgy and programming have already par-

tially met these needs and begun to offset the corrosive effects 
C\ 

f • t' d 1·t· 21 o priva ism an e i ism. There is also evidence that the syna-

gogue edifice itself is reflecting the return to tradition and the 

providing of human services. Perhaps, once again, a new type of 

synagogue will emerge in the future. 

, 




