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LETTER ADDRESSED TO MAX SILVER N.Y. 12/27/1917 

My dear child, Max, you should live and be well. I want to write 
certain requests because soon I am going to have an operation. We 
don't know what can happen, so I want to tell you my wish and I 
would like you to do it the way I am writing to you. You should 
not tell anyone about this letter and I will write to my brother, 
Abe, he should live and be well. I will write to him the same. I 
do not want my husband to know or my sisters. I will send this 
letter to you and you should hide it and that is what they call a 
will. If God will allow me to live through my years and then you 
will let them know that that was my wish. I ask that you do 
everything as I have written. 

About my big wealth that I will leave, I don't need a will, but I 
am leaving it anyway. I do think that what I have is a big 
richness, more than any millionaire. The rich people leave a will 
for their children and the children are never happy about the way 
the will is made out. One you leave too much to and another you 
leave not enough. They are not happy about the way it is divided. 
Also, when you leave for strangers, they are not happy the way it 
is. Everyone talks and they say "well why didn't they leave 
something more important?" You can't make anyone happy. I, 
myself, have heard and seen that thousands of people are happy 
with my wealth that I leave after I die. This is, my dear 
children, how I feel - that I am the _richest person in the world. 
My heart is filled with pride and I am happy that I am able to 
leave such wealth for my family and strang~rs. They will always 
remember me kindly. Everybody will be happy with what I am 
leaving. The first thing that I ask of you, my child, is a family 
plot. I do not want to lie in the cemetery of your Father's 
lodge. I want you to buy a place in a cemetery that belongs to a 
synagogue. You can buy from Biet Hamidrash a godal or from the 
Kalverier Synagogue Biet Sid Cemetery. I would . like, while I am 
still alive,for you to do it now so that I can see for myself 
where it is. But I want to wait. Maybe God will allow that I live 
from the time the fighting will stop and we will get our own 
land, Israel. I and your Father should live and be well. We would 
like to go to Israel and not die in America. But that will be 
God's will, if I will be worthy. Whatever God does, I will be 
happy. I also, my child, ask that you follow my wish. I am a 
member for almost 15 years of the Old Home. They are going to 
build in the Bronx. They are making a synagogue there. I would 
like to give that synagogue a Sefer Torah. It won't cost much. 
When the war is over they will be able to get a Sefer Torah for 
$200. This is what I worked so hard for. I wish that my name 
should remain in the synagogue. Also, I want to give the Torah 
mantle and yad. On the yad and the mantle th~y will write my name 
and that I donated them. When the time will come, they will 
invite all the members and it will bring in quite a lot of money, 
because my name will bring them. I hope that you, my child, will 
be there and you shoul~ invite the whole family. You should speak 



in that synagogue and they will know who you are because you were 
there when you were a little boy. You were Bar Mitzva in tha~ , 
shul. I am thinking to give that Sefer Torah as soon as that Home 
is built. They have already started to build but they had to stop 
because the materials cost more than they expected so they could 
not finish this year. I did talk about my wish with your Father 
and he discouraged me from doing this. I stopped talking about 
it. I realize that I cannot do it while I am alive. I would very 
much have liked to be there for the big occasion. You, my dear 
child, I wish that you will give this after my death. Vou should 
buy this with our money which we worked very hard for. In two 
years there will be a paid up policy and you will get $1000. From 
the lodge you will get $500. That will cover everything that you 
are to buy; a stone and also the other funeral expenses during 
that time.The money that you are giving to me comes easily to me. 
Because of that, God should give you good health and life. You 
are working hard and you are sending me money to live on, but for 
the debt and expenses I wish to be paid out of my h~rd earned 
savings. My dear child, I want you to know that my wealthy sister 
wrote that she wants to buy a plot for me and your Father. I 
don't want to lie in her plot with your Father. I did not have 
property in this world as she has,but for my plot I wish to have 
my own. I don't need her to give me charity and I don't want her 
for a partner. She did not want to rent me a place to live in her 
property while I am alive and now I don't want to live in death 
near her. She was never my good friend and now she begrudges me 
that God has given me good and dear children. God should give you 
health and life and you should live to have pleasure. She was 
always mean to me. She helped me out with Bessie's wedding by 
giving $200 for which Bessie was deserving. Bessie worked hard 
for her, but I "got it'' from her. She took out my strength and 
aggravated me to death. Now, with Pallan, [diminutive form for 
Paula] she did not open her hand and she treated Pallan very 
badly. She tried to turri Pallan against me and then told her that 
she should not believe what I say to her. She will give her 
everything before her wedding. As a result Pallan has been very 
mean to me and it is very hard for me to live through this. I 
almost died from the aggravation. 

I thank God that I didn't have to go to her for my needs. Now my 
dear son, I am asking you, because I was a good and true Mother. 
I tried my best, as much as I could. You are a good child and you 
treat me well in my life time and now I am asking you to be a 
true son after I die. I ask that you say Kaddish for the whole 
year. I do not know if the temple where you go is closed during 
the week. Please go to an Orthodox shul so as to say Kaddish 
daily- If your Father will survive me, then I wish that he say 
Kaddish also. I wish him to study Talmud during that first year. 
I am worthy of this. I have been a good wife and have worked very 
hard in my lifetime. We always lived a quiet, private life. It 
was not like in other families where they are always fighting. We 
both got through the hard years and nothing was too much for me 
to do for you during the years that you were studying. I worked 
very hard iY1 my candy s.tore makir,g my owr-, candy. I used to make 



candy all day and until late at night. Your Father, who should 
live, did not help me. He used to come at 10 o'clock fro wh~~e he 
taught Chader) and we both used to work until very late at night. 
Then we had to sell it in the store. We went in on the coldest 
days to sell that candy. I never felt that cold. The few dollars 
that I made kept me warm. I earned money to buy a house. I always 
had enough money to make Sabbath and the holidays and I was very 
happy during that time. That made it possible for you to finish 
school. I have lived to the time when you have made things easier 
for me and life is sweet.You took the worry from me. I ·am trying 
to get better so that I can enjoy these easier years with you. I 
war,t to say as Jacob, our Father said "that ir, his rernainir,g 
years he knew where his son, Joseph, was. For those years he did 
not believe that he was alive and he lived in sadness and was 
worried''. Now came the time when Jacob found out that his son 
Joseph was alive, then he said that the 22 remaining years were 
his best years. It is so with me, that my earliest years passed 
without any good in my life. Not before I was mar r ied did I have 
a good life or even after I was married. If I will get well and I 
will be able to write, I will write again to you of how I spent 
my life in my youth until now. That, I will leave to you, MY 
dear child. For now, this letter will have to be enough. Now my 
dear child, I figure these are my best years. God should bless me 
with long and good years with your dear Father and with you 
children and we all should enjoy these good years together. Yes, 
now my dear child, I am writing that each one of you should have 
a remembrance from your loving Mother. There are four things I 
brought from Europe for you from my parents. They gave these to 
me for a present and I will give them to my dear children. It 
isn't worth very much, but it is a remembrance from a loving 
Mother to her loving children. For you my dear child, is a 
kiddish cup that my Father used. My dear Mother gave it to me for 
a wedding present. Now I am giving it to you. But your dear 
Father will use it as long as he will live, and use it, may it be 
120 years. Then it belongs to you. Then there is a silver fork 
that your Grandfather ate with. It should be remembered that this 
was from your Grandfather. I wish you, my dear child, that you 
should use it in good health and pleasure. It is not a big thing, 
but you should remember that it is from your Grandfather, who you 
are named after. God should grant you that you should live out 
your life in pleasure and you should live until 120 years. I wish 
that you should marry in a good year, to a Jewish daughter. You 
should live a happy life. It is a pleasure to wish you all these 
blessings with all my heart. God should hear and grant this in 
the way I am wishing it. I wish to give brother Abe the 
candlesticks. The seven silver wine glasses are to be given, two 
to each of the three daughters in Israel and one to Mordchen, who 
is named after my Father. He was the first grandchild of my 
Grandmother Yetta. This is the sign from your dear Mother. 

And now my dear child, I wish to ask you - I have a chain, a 
watch and two rings and earrings that the children will not use. 
These are not for young women. I ask that you sell them and use 
the money for my siste~ Atles. She's an orphan. There are three 
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girls who got married and I gave them presents. So now I wish 
that the three girls who are not married should have presents. )f 
I live until their weddings, I will help them and if not, my dear 
son, you should give each one, from me, $10. That will come to 
$30. Now my dear child, I have not much more to write to you, so 
I wish you good health and life. 

Your Mother, 
Dina Silver 

• 



Dr. Marc Iae Raplael. 
2831 Beverly lt>IK1 
Q>l\llh1a, <J11o 43221 

Dear Marci 

July 2, 1982 

Mika Meyer baa llritten me that you might be in­
temsted in doinJ dad' a b:loJtaply. I have lJaen 
apank1JY:J to a lllli>er of peq,le am I 101]d be de­
llgbtad to have a dmlC8 to talk over the project 
with ycu. If yau are intereated 1i01ld yau give• 
a rlnJ ao w oan make a date? 

A8 alwya, 

Imliel JemDy Silwr 
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Dr. Marc Lee Rap'MIBl 
Departnent of History 
'lbe Chlo State University 
106 Dllles Hall 
230 t\'est 17th Avenue 
Colwhls, Cluo 43210 

Dear Marc: 

"1ul.y 30, 1982 

'.l'hank you for your note of the 23rd. I \tA:>Uld be de­
lighted to see ycu in the early Fall. Wly ron't you 
cal 1 me wtxm yru get back £:ran yrur August leave am 
we'll make a date. 

Silx,emly, 

Daniel J&en¥ Silver 

rus:mp 
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mare lee raphael, rabbi 

Dear Dana 

Thank you tor your tiae and friendlineas; I veryauch enjoyed getting to 
know y-ou a bit better than be.tore. 

I thought about the Abba Hillel Silver biograph7 .tor three hours on tbe 
bus hane and decided that I would love to write such a bock. it would 
canbine my interests in American Jewish history, generally, with that 
of American Refora Judaiea, JDOre apeci:f'icalq, and J: aa sure that I could 
auatain the enthuaiaea and tap necessary to bring the project to a close 
in a reasonable ti••• The Harper & Row book will be my sixth ( three 
monographs and two anthologies to date), and I have tiniahed each one, 
during the pa.at decade, precisely when I agreed to do so. 

I would be willing to 00111111 t ivself to the following, even before full.­
time efforts next falls 
One week of research during Oct, Nov, Dec of 1982 
One week ot research during Jan, Feb, Kar of 1983 
One week of research during April and Ma.7 of 1983 
Two veeke of research during June, July, Aug ot 1983 

I would appreciate, on your part, a decision as ■oon aa possible. I 
have been invited to a) replace Henry Feingold•• editor ot A,aerican 
vai1h Watoey for five years (1983-87), and b) to write a Bioaraphical 
Dictienery of Betora Jude:\R ;lp Merica ( Greenwood) , and vou1d turn do1111 
both in favor ot the biography project. It, however, we do not come to 
teraa, I would lilce to avoid losing these two offer• currently on.,. desk. 

Fi.Dally, I noticed that iaaue #44 of Fen■ is on the window shelf in the 
Tanple libr&17J you llight enjo7 a poea of mine therein. I will send you 
this or tbat it• the next t.ime I am. at my office (I write at home). 

Sincerely, 
U\~ 

P.S. Keren .bi' a tir•t day of " ■cbool" went quite well; she woke up thia 
morn:t ng saying . 11 baby ••• baby • 11 

2031 Beverly Road• Columbus, Ohio 43221 • 614/486-6166 



Dr. Marc lee Raplael 
111e CluD State ~versity 
DeparUnaut of Bistm:y 
106 D1lJes Ball 
230 West 17th Aveme 
O>l\l'ntus, Ohio 43210 

Dear Fare: 

'!hank. you f:o ~ 8€·11• irx.r : .e th·! ~rsanger article. I had read 
it and forqoL n it ~,as yours . 

Let's conclu< 'e 0ur 1· us ir..ess . • e \XJUl d l ove to have you uxxler­
take dati I t· : ,i ira;;1b 1{ • ( f-:ic •a lly / _ • .1U T!Till , . .)(7' \ "urJr ir.g for the 
1\1:ila Hillel '_ilvcr -c~.oriEI • rc1 i er; . r_"1"r .. ,:1.t i c; t~1<2 . ind which 
will ay t .•c ~-ills . ',;.!l ;e :·~re· iv<:c; , rill rpi··i)trrc--.c; you for all 
expenses, ir.clur::.in<, trd.V ;l, >.--r o .... .:.n_ , <".'ccr~.t,n:-i ~tl hel p required 
etc. Arr:r· .. ~-, jor ~i.,cmes ::-1:oul,,. ~..>G .iscus,..,c...,.. • 1e--, 1 of tir.~ , 
wt I ai:. sure eat :iOU •,.;rill finc 1 re:c...(: 'i ecrr ecrent en our part. 
'1be Arcl1ives will undcrtc?.ke to quar, t ee 1~ublicat i on arrl t,.'l.11, 
if necessary, subsic. • e the 1r x:-r fUJ~li tion an~ distribution 
of the l.x:ok . F.dit.orial r -s r-oru:ibility \'ill J- entirel1 yours. 
lbJa\rer, I ,-gild want to be ror ,..~ult~- ir. the cl oicc! of r"1>­
lisher anl be involve:::~ ir1 t he:. contract ".• i t L tl at r 1blisher. 

Sin,e it is 8SS\.r'Bl t hat tl ere ·iill be oo royalties acsociatE:< 
with the book's µJbl ic.,ation, t:l1c ,,r ..:~ivc.s t·ill r•«J "'/O ! t0n 
t:lnlsand dollars u,.:on tl ~ ex . ir.J. --ti.on of t 1

1 . 1~ r. -iuscri 1-t: . It i.n .. 
urderstood that we are .LopirrJ • a:r 

1 
)lete t~· i ~ " rojQct ui t },ir 

a three-year span. 

I tq,e all of this is agreeable with you. v·~ had a y,0nierf11l 
trip in Japan aid it's rDtl bad; to the lon;r wintf>.r qri nc . 

Sincerely, 

Danial Jenmy Silver 

008:JII) 





The Ohio State University 

29 October 1982 

Dear Dan: 

Department of History 

106 Dulles Hall 
230 West 17th Avenue 
Columbus, Ohio 43210 

Phone 614 422-267 4 

Your letter of 22 October was incredibly exciting for me; I think that the 
biography of your dad will tum out to be the best and most significant work 
I will have done. I am very appreciative of your confidence in me, am hope 
to return it with a first-rate ms. 

All the details in your letter are acceptable, except that the "three-year 
span" must be counted from autwnn, 1983 when my Harper & Row ms. is due. 
Although I will engage in several weeks of research before then, as outlined 
in my letter of a few weeks ago, it is surely not unreasonable to request 
three years from the time I can devote all my energies. The archives are 
simply too overwhelming, and the writing too important, to expect me to 
research and write such a book in two years of sustained work. Thus, I 
hope to produce a ms. ready for press in the fall of 1986. 

Incidentally, I discussed biograply generally and Abba Hillel Silver in 
particular at great length with Arthur Goren in Berkeley. He devoted 12 
years (1) to the Magnes book (an outstanding volume), but was tremendously 
excited about the Silver project and gave me some sound advice which should 
be of much benefit. And by the way, let's think about a ''The Life and 
Legacy of Abba Hillel Silver" symposium down the road. 

It seems to me (Goren's advice) that I ought to concentrate on your dad's 
youth initially (perhaps through 1917, let's say). It is not out of the 
question, is it, that someone fran those years (as opposed to persons who 
know about his youth second hand) is a) alive, and b) coherent? I know 
that Freehof, for example, was ordained in the same year as your dad,and 
Magnin (who would have little of value to contribute I suspect from two 
interviews with hill in 1981) one year earlier. Would SBF be worth consid­
ering for an interview immediately? Are there others, who go even further 
back, that I might try to get to while they are alive and connunicative? 

I will give you advance warning before my first visit ''north" so that yau. 
will have plenty of time to make "housing" arrangements for me. 

Finally, do not forget to keep in mind the possibility that some part of 
an academic year might be arranged for me in Cleveland (Case Western?) so 
that I could maximize my research time. It would be far more preferable 
than squeezing my archival research into weekends and vacations. 

Fondly, and with gratitude, 
\'{\(lM, 

Marc Lee Raphael 



Mr. San Givelber 
19601 Van 1\ken 
ctievelan:l, Chio 44122 

Dear Sam, 

b vcr, • _r 8, 1932 

I have finally secured an autlx>r for dad's biograpiy. 
He is Marc r.ee Raphael, Asaociate Professor of History 
at T'ne Chio Stat.e Universicy. His field is contsupo•: ... 
rfil"'.J Jewish histnry. IJe has done work cbn the UJA . 
an:1 other such groups. In addition, he is an orda.ined . _ 
rabbi ani so is capable of c1ealin:; rt'lith that side of 
dad's career. '!he nsct ti1re he is in Clareland I . . 
will arrao;e a meetin:J. Yoo will like him. He .is 
a bright, talented guy. _ . . 

Saw yoo briefly Friday night. Ik)pe this firos yru in . 
gocx1 health. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jemny Silver 

006:np 



Ir. Marc lee P.aphael 
~t of Histoty 
!he Chio State University 
106 nil.le.a Hall 
230 lest 17th Avewe 
0:>luxbus, Chio 43210 

Dear Marc: 

?merb!r 8, 1982 

I an delight.Bi tJ1at you have accepted and I agree that . 
ycai might fioo it useful t.o talk to Freehof. I will 
send you the transcripts on da:!'s early life that we 
faml in Bernie Martin's desk. .As I .tX>ld you, they 
are mt ~ blt they do tep.rt!8ellt a xunber of inter- . . . . 
views em soould give yai a start. ft>st of &d's am­
b:llp:>rariea are gene. If you are in L.A. the one wt.:> 
is DDst likely to he useful is Ja~ Skirball. Jade is 
the man who gave all the rrore.1 for s,c; rbal 1 l\llse:fn. He . 
has bun a llDYie producer most of his life, rut wwg back 
whell be aerVEd for several years as Assistant R81:bi at 
the Elicl id Avmue Tanple here, he ard dad wem arrl re- . 
mained ~ frierrls. 

I have no probl en n th t1 c 1986 ate an<l look fon1ard to 
aeaigJ ya.i 9X)11. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jere:,. r ,.i lver 

lllBIJII) 
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From left to right: Manin Buber (1878-1965), Judah L. Magnes (1877-1948), Moshe 
Smilansky (1874-1953) 



AN INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM • 12, 13, & 14 OCTOBER 1982 

'' A memorable Intellectual event . .. 
On its twentieth anniversary, the Judah L. Magnes Memorial 
Museum, the Jewish Museum of the West, invites you to attend 
an international symposium devoted to the life and legacy of 
Judah L. Magnes, a founder, first Chancellor, and President of 
the Hebrew University, the first Jewish university in the world. 
One of the most original and controversial figures in American 
and Jewish life in the twentieth century, Magnes speaks to us 
out of the past with the oracular power and moral delicacy of a 
prophet in a voice that remains ever resonant and timely. For 
two-and-one-half days, renowned Israeli and American 
scholars, representing a variety of disciplines and perspectives, 
will bring the finest scholarship and best intelligence to bear 
upon the legacy of a dissenter in Zion, whose life-long con­
cerns continue to be vital and central in a world that still has 
much to learn." 

-Moses Rischin. 
Director, Western Jewish History Center 



AN INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM • 12, 13, & 14 OCTOBER 1982 • MAGNES MUSEUM 

A unique Intellectual event celebratlng the twentieth 
anniversary of the Magnes Museum and the publlcatlon of 
Arthur Goren's Dissenter In Zion: From the Writings of 
Judah L. Mapes. 

'' For two-and-a-half days renowned lsraell and American 
scholars representing a variety of dlsclpllnes and perspec­
tives wlll bring the finest scholarshlp and best lntelllgence 
to bear upon the legacy of a dissenter In Zion, whose Hfe­
long concems continue to be vltal and central In a world 
that stlll has much to learn.'' 

-Moses Rischin 
Director, Western Jewish History Center 

JUDAH L. MAGNES was one of the 
great statesmen without portfolio 
of the twentieth century. His life 
spanned the most revolutionary era 
in two millennia of Jewish history. 
It began with the pogroms of 1881 
in Russia and the great Jewish 
migration to America. It closed with 
the Holocaust and the founding of 
the State of Israel. For the first 
time, this symposium provides a 
forum for exploring the man, his 
relations with his leading contem­
poraries, and the development ?f 

In a special session, Summary and 
Response, Oscar Handlin will pre­
sent an overview and evaluation of 
the symposium. 
The final session, Archival 
Resources, will introduce partici­
pants to the principal collections of 
Magnes' manuscripts which are 
housed at the Central Archives in 
Jerusalem and at the Judah L. 
Magnes Museum in Berkeley. This 
session is intended to provide prac­
tical guidance for further historical 
research into the themes advanced 

3:30-5:30 Session 3 
THE FIRST AMERICAN ZIONISTS 
• Stephen S. Wise 
Melvin I. Urofsky, Virginia 

Commonwealth University 
• Henrietta Szold 
Joan Dash, Seattle, Washington 
• Golda Meir and other Americans 
Marie Syrkin, Santa Monica, Ca 

7:30-9:00 
EVENING RECEPTION 

: An informal gathering in the galleries 
of the Museum, honoring our guests 
with remarks by Seymour Fromer 
and Arthur Goren. The Museum's 
exhibition, "My Beloved Is Mine: 
Marriage and Womanhood in the 
Jewish Tradition," will feature one 
hundred ceremonial objects from 
the permanent collection. 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 13 
9:30-11:30 Session 4 
THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY 
• Martin Buber and 

Religious Thought 
Paul Mendes-Flohr, 

The Hebrew University 
• The Idea of a Jewish University 
David Biale, State University of 

New York-Binghamton 
• The Hebrew University Circle 



broad historical context. 

THE SYMPOSIUM will be structured 
around the major themes in Magnes' 
life. Youth and Education will 
investigate the impact of Magnes' 
early life on his later writings and 
philosophy. New York: Vortex or 
Void? will examine the religious, 
cultural and communal responses to 
the chaos that threatened the lives 
of Jewish immigrants, and explore 
their long term consequences and 
significance. 
The First American Zionists will 
provide insight into the ideals that 
Magnes shared with his most emi­
nent contemporaries in the struggle 
for Jewish dignity, while The 
Hebrew University will examine the 
place of that institution of higher 
learning as a vital new center for 
Jewish thought and inspiration. 
Arab-Jewish Relations will provide 
a first-hand account of Magnes' 
unrelenting commitment to an Arab­
Jewish Palestine. 

Magnes (top row, left) Oakland, circa 1893 

CONFERENCE DIRECTORS: 
Moses Rischin, San Francisco State 

University and Western Jewish 
History Center 

Seymour Fromer, Magnes Museum 
William Brinner, University of California, 

Berkeley 

Conference Coordinator: 
Lynn Fonfa, WJHC 
Co-Chairpersons: 
Norman Coliver, WJHC 
Jacques Reutlinger, Magnes Museum 
Brochure Design: Artel Design 

This symposium is made possible in part by 
grants from the National Endowment for the 
Humanities and the Jewish Endowment Fund 
of the Jewish Community Federation of San 
Francisco, Marin County and the Peninsula. 

GUEST SPEAKERS include 
distinguished scholars from Israel 
and the United States. Representing 
varied fields-history, communal 
work, education, language, litera­
ture, philosophy and religion­
speakers and participants will 
exchange views. At this time, it is 
especially fitting that the legacy of 
Judah L. Magnes serve as the 
meeting point for a renewed 
dialogue between American and 
Israeli scholars and all persons of 
good will on questions central to 
the concerns of us all. 

The Honorable Abba Eban will be 
the featured speaker at a Gala 
Dinner commemorating the Twen­
tieth Anniversary of the founding of 
the Magnes Museum. Eban will 
relate the changing contemporary 
scene to the Magnes symposium. 
Conference participants will be in­
vited to attend the Gala Dinner at a 
special conference rate. 

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS 
A special conference rate is available 
at the Hotel Durant in Berkeley, S 38 
per night, single occupancy; S 50 per 
night, double occupancy. Please 
write to the Hotel Durant at 2600 
Durant Avenue, Berkeley, California 
94704 or call (415) 845-8981. Ask for 
Barbara Vogley, Sales Department. 

Judah L. Magnes on the roof-top of the Hebrew 
University Library. 

THE PROGRAM 
TUESDAY,OCTOBER12 
8:15-9:00 
Registration 

9:00-9:30 
Introductory Remarks 

9:30-11:30 Session 1 
YOUTH AND EDUCATION 
• Oakland-San Francisco: Native Son 
Fred Rosenbaum, Lehrhaus 

Judaica, Berkeley 
• Cincinnati: Hebrew Union College 
Marc L. Raphael, Ohio State 

University 
• Heidleberg-Berlin-New York: The 

Shaping of a Zionist 
Evyatar Friesel, The Hebrew 

University 

11:30-1:00 Lunch 

1 :00-3 :00 Session 2 
NEW YORK: VORTEX OR VOID? 
• A New American Judaism 
Deborah Dash Moore, 

Vassar College 
• A Wider Pulpit 
Arthur A. Goren, 

The Hebrew University 
• The Kehillah Idea and Jewish 

Community Development 
Sidney Vincent, Jewish Welfare 

Federation, Cleveland 

11:30-1:00 Lunch 

1:00-3:30 Session 5 
ARAB-JEWISH RELATIONS 
• The Hebrew University: A Center 

for Arab Studies 
S. D. Goitein, Institute for 

Advanced Study, Princeton 
• Arabs and Jews: The Politics 

of Peace 
Eliahu Elath, Truman Institute of 

the Hebrew University 

3:30-4:30 Session 6 
SUMMARY AND RESPONSE 
• Commentary 
Oscar Handlin, Carl Pforzheimer, 

University Professor and Director 
of the Harvard University Library. 

THURSDAY,OCTOBER14 
10:10-12:00 Session 7 
ARCHIVAL RESOURCES 
• The Judah L. Magnes Special 

Collection 
Ruth Kelson Rafael, 

Western Jewish History Center 
• The Judah L. Magnes Papers: 

The Central Archives for the 
History of the Jewish People, 
Jerusalem 

Arthur Goren, The Hebrew 
University 

GALA DINNER 
Abba Eban, former Israeli Am­
bassador to the United States and 
Chief Israeli Delegate to the United 
Nations, will be the guest speaker at 
the Gala Dinner. 

·----------------------------------------· I REGISTRATION I 
I I 
I d $25 Student (with I.D.) Name ________________________ I 
I □ S 50 Advance I Organization ________________________ _ 

I Prior to September 20, 1982 I 
I O $70 Late & On-Site Registration Address ___________________________ I 

I □ SSO Museum Members I City ___________ State _________ .,,_,ip ___ _ 

I I 
I All pre-registrants must include Further details on special rates for Make checks payable and send to: I 
I payment. lunches and the Gala Dinner will be MAGNES MUSEUM I 
I available to registrants at the 2911 Russell Street I 
I For single session admission call symposium. Berkeley, California 94705 I 
I (415) 849-2710. . Attention: Lynn Fonfa I 

~---------------------------------------~ 



Dr. Marc Baphae1 
'!he Chlo State University 
Departrrtent of History 
106 tulles Hall 
230 W. 17th Ave. 
Columbus, O..'uD 43210 

Dear t larc; 

&;ptan.l:Jer 25, 1982 

I was pleased tD receive your letter of Septali)er 22 
arrl I enjoyed meeting with you. 'llie check for your 
~es will be foi:warded early~ week. I will 
get back to you .inmediately on Dr:t return to the states 
on or alalt Oc,iX.i)er 15. 

In t.he meantime, again, a happy rew year am I an de­
lighted that your yomJest first day, rutside the hruse 
11N:Jnt wl J • 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jerany Silver 

008:q> 



mare lee raphael, rabbi 

15 November 1982 

Dear Dan: 

Even in advance of your sendjng me the transcripts you found on Bernie's 
desk (or at least in advance of receiving them) I have written to HUC 
and to Jack Scirball to leam if there exists an oral history series with 
Skirball. I remember meeting him many times when I was a student at the 
HOC in Los Angeles, and suspect that someone has alread_y' recorded a 
general interview with him, though perhaps not specifically on his rab­
binate in Cleveland. I will let you know what I hear. 

I will also write to Freehof and inquire of him whether he would be 
willing to record an intervew on your father. His recollection which 
is already printed is rather full, but I 'Will see if he thinks he has 
much to add. 

The above leads me to a request: it would be helpful to have a list of 
ALL the assistant rabbis who served at The Temple during your dad's 
rabbinate, together with the years that they served. Perhaps sane 
of the others, in addition to Jack, are still alive and would be 
willing to be interviewed. Actually, I notice that Jack was not 
at The Temple but at Euclid Avenue Temple; I doubt that such a list from 
there would do much good but :r would like to get such a list from your 
synagogue. I hope it is not too much trouble (I am, of course, assuming 
that there were indeed assistants before you came to The Templet). 

I have also begun to contact people I know ( or knew) at the Westem 
Beserve Historical Society to discover where I will need to look for 
some of the events of a local and state nature in which your dad 'WllS 

involved. I will write to you aoout this too when I hear more. 

I am hoping to make my first viait,as the biographer, to The Temple 
on Tuesday November JO and December 11 Wednesday. I will come up on 
Monday night, November 29, and leave (unless I find so much that I 
_need another day) on Wednesday evening. I don It know yet whether I 
will drive or take the bua, but I will need accomodations for at lesst 
Monday and Tuesday nights. I suspect I will drive this time (unless 
the weather is poor), but if you give me some idea where I will be 
staying, how close it is to the Temple, how easy it is to get breakfast 
and dinner there, etc. I suspect I will be able to judge better whether 
or not I will need a car. I assume that submitting mileage is as legiti­
mate as the bus fare. 

Sincerely, 

2031 Beverly Road• Colunibus, Ohio 43221 • 614/486-6166 
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........ MARC LEE RAPHAEL 

"Take Your Son, Your Only Son, 
Whom You Love" 

and a vraham rose and took his son 
his love's heart his beloved one 
together they went to gather wood 
in the hills of moriah 
the little laughter sarah knew 
would soon ascend and change hue 
and she would cry and he would mourn 
once the ashes give up their form 

father son and donkey led 
devotion's hunger to be fed 
with hands trembling heart tom 
the caravan moves • up and on 
bright eyes asked where is the ram 
not seeing the two were the same 
trusting they went up the hill 

up the hill and on the stones 
between the bushes they walked on 
silence in the heat of morning 
each step a vision from the past 
each gasping breath a yearning 
and i sat in my ancient land mother of cities 
ur 

a city before the Rood trading and rich 
touching with caravans 

. .._ _ .... _ 

This year, the author who is ,m a!isociate profes!ior of history at Ohio State University, taught at the 
Department of Rcli~ious Studies at Brown University. He also served as the Rabbi of a congregation 
for the High Holydays where he incorpor.1ted this poem into the worship service. 

FORUM: 44 
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120 FORUM-44: LITERATURE 

the nile and caphtor 
i sat in my father's house destroying idols 

he made ashtarot baalim and the day figurines 

knowing clay cant have any power 
to live and to die my father's son 

lost in this citv 
' 

and mv name erased from memorv . ' 

and the vision came to me 
in my old age continuing the journey 

my father started to claim the land of canaan 

coming from the highlands of syria 
passed the snows of mount hermon 

heading toward the city of shechem 

a nomad like ever the passer over 
with my wealth and my tents 
to travel and see and give thanks for the vision 

but sarah was dry no child to fill her with 

pains of birth no son to carry the name of my house 

and i with a seed to fill the sky with stars 

now promised more wealth more strength 

and i travel the land of cana.in to egypt no rain 

yes she is my sister a beautiful child of my father 

and he had his harem his manv tents and slaves 

his many sons through concubines 

i too have my concubines my servants my tents 

but no seed from my house 
and in this land the first born of a woman 

is sent up to pay tribute and insure a greater crop 

but i am old my wife is dry and i am not of this people 

and in this vision a woman who has bled less and less 

is to have my son she thinks in her age it is funny 

one last seed travelling its route 
caught to bring the life for a great nation 

this is foretold by the almighty 
the dream is as vivid as my own life 
as i am marching 
she cannot have another she cannot have another 

it cannot be the earth and the sky will mean nothing 

swallow me whole my name as gone as my flesh 

my memory worms and finally rlowers 

how good were the -tents and the years travelling through 

this country the kings accepted the god of my house 

.f 
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TAKE YOUR SON 

and prayed to him though i a stranger feared for my life 
cast my wife as my sister 
but took only what was mine no gift no other pleasure 
this land is mine i see it and i claim it 
my seed as the stars in the sky in further generations 
but now just the son of damascus rules my wares 
and ishmael was sent forth with his mother for mocking 
being a true rival 
and he became a father of nations 

. the great feast of the bond of the word 
: at eight days of my small laughter 

and the day came watching the other nations watch me 
will i follow in their ways and give sacrifice 
time has passed and talk grows louder 
and talk grows louder 
when i come with my wealth 
they look at me and talk grows louder 
and eyes point my way 
has tribute been paid 

in the towns baal the owner claims the first born 
baal the owner calls for the blood of the first born 
and my wife is dry 
and i come from the land of marduk 
the land of kasdim the chaldeans 
different ways different songs 
different go Js 
and baal t!1e owner claims the first born 

and your seed shall be the multitude of the stars 
sarah is an old beautiful woman 
old woman 
old woman 
oid woman 
and the trees are so green and the earth 
is so fertile 
and the grass grows abundantly 
this land is mine 
and i die 
i die 
i no longer be 
join my fathers 
no longer through this earth travel 
no longer be 
my son looks at me 

.• . 
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and looks at the wood 
my father where is the ram for the · offering 
and we go on 
yes i sec the end in me 
and how to go on 
and how do i go on 

one more step one more step 
and the bushes grow thick 
one more step 
to form the rocks 
to form the stone 
create a crate of offering 
my old woman 
my old years 
a son to carry my name 
i am an old man 

an old man 
an old man 
an old man 
an old man who has known many springs 

seen close felt thoughts close felt hope 
carelessly bestowed 

what is son a son among many 
a son of an equal 
not of a slave or a concubine 
but a wife 
avraham yitzhak ya'akov 
as many as the stars 
millions counted 
millions to go 
the knife the knife 
the burning bush 
the temple 
the galut 
the slaughter 
the slaughters 
the seed and the blood 
the mountain top 
the wailing wall 
New Jerusalem 
the old city 
my heart is in the cast and i am at the end of the west 
take your son your beloved one 
and send him up as sacrifice 

. 1 
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··Iook back 
the knife that knew blood 
that knows blood 
the knife 
death 
die 
son 
take your son 
your only one 
only one 
one 
one 
one 
send him up 
tender 
prime soft 
love of your life 
tied 
bent over asking 
life 

TAKE YOUR SON 

life life earth and air and sky 
life 
ways of men 
baal 
human sacrifices 
child sacrifices 
love future 
killed 
the knife , 
coming coming coming down 

my hand grows weak and strong 
a ram caught in the thicket 
a thousand nights of stars 
a hundred seashores 
a nation among nations 
avraham not avram 
not a mighty father 
but a mighty nation 
not a shaker of earth 
but a shaker of time 
the ram 
my son 
on a mountain top 
ur 

' cna an 
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.... 
sheep and goats and doves and smoke 
a thousand harps 
and wine jugs 
my son 
my heart's one 
th~ summit and the rope 
the stones gathered 
the valley of the salt sea to the east 
the great ocean to the west 
the dust of the journey 

my son 
my old years 
human sacri 
no no no more 
the hand is numb 
the son is mine 
the land is trembling 
i've been this way before 
i ease the seeing once more 
so many breaths so many tasks 
going to the hill top with unquestioned sorrow 
gone to the hill top with questioned sorrow 
baal canaanites their ways 
this land is yours 
i give this land to you· -­
this freeway of focal points 
invaders and empires 
this is your land and soul 
take your hand a way 
save this day and make this land holy 
this barren mountain top will be 
the apex of 
the strongest of the earth 

new v1s1on new song 
no more human sacrifice 
one year old ram sent 
to take the place of yitzhak 
and blessing and thunder 
and rain 
and tears 
take your son your only one 

son and man walked from the edge 
together bound by life's great wedge 
free to live under the sign 
having made the pledge 
birds ffy and take to song 
they've felt the great pain lifted 
gone and the mountains ceased their tremoi,":; 
while the wind blows free and swirls on. 
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Dr. t larc !Ee Rafilael 
2031 £ev:irly road 
0:1l i.r .. -us, , .i 1 io ,~ ? .11 

Dear ~ -I c: 

Taking y --ur , ucstions in order, the assistant-associate 
raLt>i.J , t 1i'L\ .. 11:c.,t'lt--i durinJ tlac11s r egir--e '"iere Ia:)n Peuer, 
Mel·· :,uri ,c : .: ,rr i!.:; , T. ,=,r 1 r toPc :::rr /' lJ"uliuR 'i. ,cx.1el . David 
Shen1, , l • • i.1 l.ii: ~ , . . Xc 1! 0 . • i'E' r--=- r tcr ~ for verv .Jrief 
peric(s . ·-,Ll er , 'ck I.er ~ t:lv lnrnc·nt , tlC-~ ·t 10 \'.tnr}.a1 

wi t n ,.tr.t<.t f: r <10.c il' t1 .c .. \ ,,::ric~u~ ~ • iol"i , t • r l~CfE:'• C? Coun-
cil. 7 11 art: still - iv12 c- , "' 1 : ··(! inu~rv • e\1eu . 

In ecJUippi ng yoursel f on loc,,al cvcr~ts , you will f ind Ju­
dah !?u.binstein, Archivist an~ _i.:;torirJ; at 1.l'e. 1i .~.h canu­
nity Federation, particularly useful. r.c1 e S3l 1f~ i s true 
of Miri5l1 Leikirx:i who was tl1e pr of.:e.:,sional lil.:r ar iaJ1 at 
'lhe Te'nple durim dad 's entire r abbinat e . She kept~ 
SCiap books am koows where everyth.irtJ is. 

Niy rot stay this first tin~ at our muse? v€ ~ld be 
delighted to have ~. I do :oot interrl tD :i.raJ.:x,se in any 
way, :but this first titie I can probably Le of use in r-oint­
ing §X)U in the right direction. lvith all t he childr~.n gone 
then! is plenty of space. The a&1ress is 2841 vlc..~ridge 
l<>ad, Shaker Heights, Ohio. The tele}irae is 921-2842. 
Just give ma sane irxlication what time yoo will be coni.m 
in. 

Have a happy 'lbankagivin:J. 

Sincerely, 
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2 December 1982 

Dear Dan: 

The Ohio State University Department of History 

106 Dulles Hall 
230 West 17th Avenue 
Columbus, Ohio 43210 

Phone 614 422-267 4 

Enclosed is a letter re: the cards; just add a check arxi sern it off. 
Thanks. 

I had a marvelous meeting (and lunch) with Judah, John and the new 
Jewish archivist, Scott. It turns out that your dad's name appears 
in nearly every index to ever:, collection at the 'WR.HS, and John 
spent a great deat of time patiently showing me how to make the 
search for his co•respondence and other materials quicker. There 
is no doubt I will be spending a good deal of' time at the Society. 
To give you but one example: the papers of' the Consumer's League 
(which is the groups that eventually gives birth to unemployment 
insurance) have much about your dad, as do the papers of the League 
for Human Rights (it battled Nazi propaganda and led a boycott in 
the 30s), and both collections are there. John knows his way through 
them ( through Cleveland. Jewish history too), and I am most glad that 
I not only got to know him a few years back but stayed in touch too. 
He graciously went out of his way for me. • 

Judah was also exceptionally help~. He suggested name after name 
for me to interview, and once we settle the matter of' the missing 
tapes for sure I will begin to work on this. Bernie does refer to 
interviews in his typescript, and, upon looking at the Skirball letter 
closely, notice that Jack refers to a taped interview. Hence, the 
tapes/transcripts, which are NOT with the materials Mirilnam brought to 
The Temple, probably do exist. But where . .. 

Your hospitality, and that of Adele too, was most gracious, and both 
0£ you have gone out of your way to not only excite me about the project 
but to make me £eel especially welcome in Cleveland. I very much 
appreciate this. 

I am investigating Townsend Harris High School currently; I have learned 
that it was a prep school-for CCNY and hope to find a clue to finding 
records from your dad's days. 

I look forward to arranging my next trip; I will keep busy exploring 
several leads from John and Judah in the neat few weeks. But first, 
obvioualy, we must settle the tape matter. 

Sincerely, 

ffiw., 

p.s. I travelled a total of 340 miles during my- visit. Perhaps you could n just reblburse ae tor some figure based on __ ; permile? I had no other 
~ expenses. 
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Dr. Marc L. Raphael 
'1be au.o State university 
Departnent of Hist.cry 
106 DJlles Hall 
230 ht'.! t 17th Avenue 
Coltmihus, Ohio 43210 

Dear ;.1arc: 

DecerlJer 9, 1982 

'lhe oroer for your file canls has been sent off. 

I talt d witl. l 'ancy :!art.in's l~·•,ycr arr1 there are 
taper-; . ~ .nat soans to be at issue is l1er fear tl1o.t 
13ernie's work \vill r:ct be properly siqnalro. in tii.e 
introo.uction of vt1atE::ver , ;c r rE!J .,are as ~ final 
volume. At least.. l~e thinl~ that is tha issue. He 
is go!.m to try to \I.Ork out a letter uhich \,,'Olld 
SI.~11 all this out so that -.."e can be protec.-tf~ 
f:ran any eruptions by her later on. I will keep 
ycu abreast. 

I ha:l CAJl!'21i!Klltive Se~ check ':.-ti.th. avm arr1 
local oospitals. 'll1C current nilo.1.ge rate is twenty 
cents ICr mile and a c.heck for that stould be forth­
ccining to you fror The 'l\~r.plc off ice. 

Adele joina in sen:li.rg cur best to Linda and the kids 
as well as t.o yoorself far a ra.ppy Hanukah. 

SinO!rely, 

Daniel Jere11Y Silver 

JllS:np 
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mare lee raphael, rabbi 
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Dr. Marc lee Raplael 
2031 Beverly Road 
GDlllJbJS, Quo 43221 

Dear llarc: 

DeamleJ:' 21, 1982 

t • ' 

I am 1«>rkmJ thrwgb Nancy Martin's 1-y.ex' to tey to 
adlieve the release of the tai;:zes - mm:e of this 
saga anon. 

Of the people wmn Judah Rubinstein recxmoended to 
yru, Hemy ZUCker, JuQ'Je Saul Stillman, Irvin1 Kane 
am L1ayd Sdwt}er waild be of intemst. Frank 
Josei;il is an old wind bag t1nigh his :f:anily has &!El> . . 
roots in Clevelam am he might he _useful 0n the 
aocial aide of thi.191. 

I will see about a laJae for the first thxee weeks 
in August - m pranises, bit w'll txy. .. 

laele joins in aemiDJ air best. . . . . 

Sinoemly, 

Daniel Jenny Silver 

OOS:np 
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3 January 1983 

Dear Dan: 

mare lee raphael, rabbi 

Thanks for your letter; you already know I eagerly look forward 
to word on the Martin tape matter, and now I will pursue the people 
both you and Judah recommend I interview. Actually, I will not 
pursue anyone just yet, for it seems best to wait until I know 
who Bernie did actually interview in the hope that I will not 
repeat same. But, I will add to my list of people who need to be 
interviewed, whether by Martin or Raphael, the Cleveland people 
both of you recommend.. 

I spent two days in NYC tracking down, with great interest, Townsend 
Harris High School records. It turns out that the academic records 
of the students are in charge of the Registrar at Baruch College, as 
the school was housed in the City College School of Business for its 
last ten years and this became Baruch College in the late 1960s. To 
discover this fact took abo-µt 35 phone calls and three wrong trips. 

Then, alas, I discovered that the first HARRIS ANNUAL did not appear 
until 1914 (Abba was obviously pre-1914). But, the school did have 
a magazine of literature, news, etc. entitled SENIOR STADIUM and I 
am now hot on its trail (with help from the friends I made in all 
my wanderings). Townsend Harris was, as you know, the 11 prep school11 

for City College, actually a department of the College I guess, and 
the boys completed the h.s. program in three years. Everyone I met 
who ever attended (Paul Steinberg, my brother says, went there) 
thought it was a FABUU>US school. 

Finally, I discovered that there is a T.H. alumni association, and 
even some living alumni from ca. 1910. I am hot on their trail too. 

• So, I am off to a nice start as a sleuth. 

I have enclosed the invoices from the purchase of the caru. Thanks 
again--I used my first two or three working on the above. 

Fondly, 

2031 Beverly Road• Columbus, Ohio 43221 • 614/486-6166 
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SAMUEL R GIVELBER 
18801 VAN AKEN BOULEVABD 
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27 Janyary 1983 

Dear Dan: 

The Ohio State University Department of History 

106 Dulles Hall 
230 West 17th Avenue 
Columbus, Ohio 43210 

Phone 614 422-267 4 

I would like to come to Cleveland for a few days during the spring 

break and work in the archives. Linda and the baby would accompany 

me, and if we stay in a hotel/motel I would certainly be prepared to 

pay the difference between a room for one person and a room for two 

adults and an infant. We would probably cane up before lunch on 

Wednesday,23 March, and I would do some work in the archives on 

Wednesday afternoon, Thursday, Friday and (possibly) SUnday. I 

cannot say how Keren Ami (and her parents) will take to all being 

together in one roan, so I will plan to stay Wednesday, Thursday, 

and Friday nights for sure, and perhaps Saturday night as well. 

The visit is a brief break £ran my Harper & Row history which is 

c~g along fairly well; I have finished a first draft of' reform 

and of conservative ~daism, and am,.. beginning to learn a great 

deal more about orthodoxy than I know now. Alas, the orthodox keep 

virtually no records. 

Let me know if those dates are okay, and I will make some reservaticns 

for us (I have the AAA Tour Book); perhaps at the Sheraton Beachwood, 

Marriott Inn Beachwood, or Stouffer's Somerset Inn ( they all give small 

discounts to OSU people). 

Sincerely, 



Mr. Sanuel II. Gi velber 
19601 van Aken r4Dulevaro 
Cleveland, Ohio 44122 

Dear San, " .. "' . ., 

Jarmary 31, 1983 

.. ' . 
.. ... ' . 

As I mentioned to you, we have e~aged. t·Jarc rec ~ 
who is bot.1-i a rabbi and Professo:r of Je.,rish P.istocy at 
Chio State to do dad's l >io. le hopes to s~ nost 
of the nonth of August in Cleveland, and I will arrange 
to have you sperrl saoo time tcxjether \-men he is here. ~ . 
He is an excellent historian and I tlu.nk ycu will be 
pleased with our dloioe. 

Yrur suggestia,. abwt 10I we title the aemam in .. the 
Bulletin is a good one, and I think we will dr.q> ~ 
piI"ase, "in response to numerous requests." 

l(eep 'IEll. See you socc. ' , 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jerrmy Silver 

. . .. 



.• 
•·· 

Dr. Marc Lee Raphael 
'.Ihe Ohio State University 
Depart:Irent of History 
106 Dllles Hall 

Fe~ )rt ary 3 , 19 3 

. .. 

230 West 17tr_ l- ~enue 
Col..uniJus, Ohio 43210 

~ t ' • 

. . . 

r.ear 1 la.re: 

I have r crlc reservations for you at f!heuffer's ~a'!'erset 
Inn for • f.arci L 23 to J Iarc1 L 27 . 

I haven't I100C any '1ea."lway with '.Nancy _r!artin altln.lgh her _ 
am lawyer ,,as \vurl'...ing hare: on our , '1alf. I an afraid . 
.e will just have to co 'fJtlttJOUt \~atever tapes he may have _ 
ha:1. . . . 

Adele arrl I are off to Paris and Iondon for a rour,le of 
weeks . ~le' 11 be back on t.J1e 22nd. I will make plans for 
yoor visit. D=lightoo you're cx:rning. 

Sincerely, 

J:aniel Je.tei:¥ Silver 

n:JS:np 
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2.5 February 1983 

Dear Dan: 

,narc lee raphael, mbbi 

Thanks for your letter of 3 February which I delayed answering 

until you were home from your trip and had time to open more 

urgent mail which had surely piled up. 

Thanks also for your favor of making reservations at Stouffer's 

Somerset Inn; we plan to arrive some time after dinner on the 

23rd. 

I am appreciative of your efforts re: Nancy and the tapes., and 

will begin to plan some interviews. I spoke to Harold Manson on 

the phone, to see if he has much more to say than appeared in 

his bio essay, and he surely does, but since it is nearly exclusively 

about the 1940s it would be more worthwhile to interview him after 

my research nears that decade. He did ask me to tell you that he 

had successful l>'J-pass surgery, has resumed work full-time, and 

sends his wannest k regards to you. 

I look forward to seeing you, and hopefully introducing you to 

Linda and Keren Ami., in a few weeks. 

Fondly, 

2031 Beverly Road• Columbus, Ohio 43221 • 614/486-6166 



! mare lee raphael, rabbi 
~ . 

20 June 1983 

Dear Dan: 

An update: 

1) My Harper & Row history is moving along very well. I have finished 
three of the parts (Orthodox., Conservative., and Reform Judaism) and they 
are being read by colleagues. I hope to revise these ca. 400 pages+ 
write the Reconstructionist part by the fall contract deadline. 

2) In my spare time I either practice my tennis for our eventual set 
or read about your dad. Last week I felt sufficiently knowledgable 
to interview Leon Feuer., as I had read the Temple minutes through the 
mid-1930s. I have now written to Skirball and Stone with the hope 
of a Denver-LA cormection and interviews later in the summer. To that 
end, I will come to Cleveland for the nite of 16 July and plan to read 
minutes (JOs, ·40s and 50s) all day on Sunday. Would you make a 
reservation for 7/16? (Marc, ~inda., and baby) 

3) I am closing in on a transcript of your dad's senior year at Townsend 
Harris--I will be curious to discover what one studied ca. 1910-lll It 
will take a trip to NYC and a day of searching, but I have cleared the 
big hurdle of receiving permission. I have not wanted, however, just yet, 
to give up the time from my writing. 

/ 4} I am planning to apply to the Ohio Humanities Council next month for 
a modest grant to hold a two-day conference, 9-10 April (Hon-Tues) 1984 
at OSU on American Judaism Since the Tercentenary (moreor less) with at 
least three sessions on reform, conservative and orthodox respectively. 
Each would have a II ke)1note11 address ( invt.ted) + two canplementary 
papers fran open announcements of the conference and submissions to a 
committee. I would very much like to have you give the reform keynote-­
discussing aspects of Refonn Judaism in the past two or three or four 
decades that interest you and strike you of importance (sanething like 
Mike Meyer did in the book Bernie edited for Greenwood). I am applying 
for $250 honorarium for each keynoter+ transportation+ 2nites lodging 
(Sunday and Monday) at the campus Holiday Inn. I also hope to publish 
the papers (if you wish) in a conference volume. Let me know if you 
would like to do this. If yes--I would need a very brief paragraph 
description of a talk; BUT, the description sent with the grant applica­
tion need not bear any resemblance to what you may actually decide to say 
the NEH assures mel 

5) Finally: I notice you hired David Sandm.el. He was an exceptional 
student of mine and 11J.Y first chazaan at a congregation I served here 
£ran 1977-80. I am very fond of both him and Betsy. Say hello please. 

6) Finally, tinal.lys Linda takes her first doctoral exam ( theory of the 
novel) tomorrow; then she is determined to w r1 te to Adele . .. 

fondly 
2031 Beverly Road• Columbus, Ohio 43221 • 614/486-6166 

ffi ~ 



Dr. Marc L. Raphael 
2031 Beverly Roud 
C:->luwhun , Ohio 43 ~~'-1 

r .. . , , . . . ')~0, t he:ctr:- fr~!ll you and to know that your 
J r • • 

' \. .1. .. '}.._ :;i.;e r.?d irHJ .:tpace and that you have had some 
t ti '"ik ,.: ~ >' tt ~ur project. 

~·l· i 1:'/ _ '\ . .1-:.1~'! ,1 r ~•·~:"t: \r 1_i _; :c.,r yv'J. , Lindu «:."' .:.1.1.1 the 
v, ~' '' .: -:_, [ ch~ r1 i • ht t J u ly 1 ~) -?. t the So.n0.r Sf-.!t . W~ 
] ,.:,( ;- :.. r,.c.-,?rd to S~ ';•ir.q you . 

I :i J L 1) c: h ;.1 .-\ y t :) ..:1.rtici;:>3te in yovr conference on 
Ar"'~:!""i c.41 :·, J: d~.ir,m Since the Tercentenary on April 9-10, 
1 •,~4. I don• t have the faint~,st idr~a ot what I ·"·i l 1 
tl'llk about, but: the:; s:Jhject th t i nter~sts me at the 
moment is the lnter~sting p.lrallel between the drying 
of liberal idec..~ in our gcn~ral political life and the 
similar process i n R~forn circl _s . I'll let you work 
that theme up w1y ~· '-"lY that '/')J choose f r th - grant 
.- · )t Hi i goion. 

I nove David :;.: d .::;1:::, th . r D :,;c· i star t, S i.1 ·,1n Berm~n, comin<] 

i :: ,1:tt tho ond of t 1 ·.,i,~_k :."'o I am going t.o he busy ~J1=tlir1g 

.:L i.~w staff i 1 1 ..... -::2 . S111:nmer : a.::;n ' t n •.:!n c ui te thE. r .-:: -

f.' lect.i ve tiro,. I h .. J il~!"Y' d i. t , o 1ld b•J . 

We wish Lin .-l luck on her exam:., - I• M sure sh,l wi 11 do 

well. s~e you .;,•) :1 . 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS111p 



mare lee raphael, rabbi 
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De. Marc L. Raphael 
Lv31 Bev~rly Road 
Coluamus, Ohio 43221 

Dear Marc: 

I hope you will find the holiday Sdtlsfying and that 
the wvrk is progr .. si,,g clp.tce. 

This is sia,ply to ask a favor. The next time you' re 
in Cleveland I'd like you to spend some tiae with Sam 
Gevelber. Sam is in his early eighties and a long-time, 
intdlligent Hasid of dad's. H~ ha& dome political con­
viction& which will drive you up a wall, but some 
stroug fa.lings about the struggle• of the forties 
and a good bit of knowledge of the people and the is­
sJeo involved. It would be worth your while. His ad­
dre5s is 19601 Van Aken, Cleveland, Ohio 44122, tele­
phone, 991-59&6. 

Hope to see you soon. Best to all. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jer~my Silver 

DJS:mp 
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mare lee raphael; rabbi 

8 November 1983 

Dear Dan: 

I hope this finds you well. 

Your Holpday sermons read exceptionally well, and I found them personally 
instructive. I also liked your review essay in JUDAISM very much. 

I did not hear from you after I sent you the names of Gurock, Shapiro, 
etc. Was the list of help? 

Yesterday I mailed PROFILES IN BELIEF: JUDAISvl IN .AMERICA to lfJ3' editor 
at Harper & Row. It was to be postmarked by 7 November--not a day early 
but not a day late eithert Now only Abba is before me. 

A favor ~ I am seriously contemplating spending 3 or 4 months abroad 
during 1985 (June, July and August, for sure, and perhaps May too if 
I am able to juggle my courses) in order to do nothing but write the 
above. Linda has agreed to play/stay/travel with the kids 5 days/ 
week so as to maximize my efforts, IF I take her to England and IF 
I join her on the weekends. I agreed. England, of course, combines 
her fascination with 19th British literature (her dissertation area 
if she passes her exams this fall) with the lack of a language barrier 
and would get us out of the "rut" of only visiting Jerusalem. 
We have never been there, and have no idea how to st~t exploring 
things, but perhaps your stay would enable you to mike a preliminary 
contact for us? I want only two things: a private office+ assistance 
(NOT financial) with house rental. I don't think this is too extrava­
gant a demand. 
I would appreciate any suggestions or contacts you could make on my 
behalf. We would probably bring one or two kids besides the baby ( Cara 
would then be almost four)--the others would go to camp all summer as 
junior or senior counselors. 

Sincerely, 
ff)~ 

P.S. About a decade ago I compiled a lengthy bibliography on American 
Jewish history for a Swiss microfiche firm wishing to film out-of-print 
volumes. In a cause cel~bre, David Paterson rejected the list--although 
M. Rischin, s. Chyet and J. Marcus has attached their approval to its 
final form. Hence, David may recall my name unfavorably, al though we 
only met once for 5 minutes at HUC's library a year ago. 

P.P.S. I will send you a current c.v. if needed. 

2031 Bever/)' Road• Columbus, Ohio 43221 • 614/486-6166 
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Dr. Marc Lee Raphael 
2031 Beverly Road 
Columbus, Ohio 43221 

Dear Marc: 

November 2J, 19P.3 

Forgive me for the delay in answering your letter of 
Novomber 9, but I have been swamped when 1110ther fell 
and broke her hip and it's been one thing after another. 

I am delighted that Profiles In Belief is behind you. 
If there is an extra set of galleys I'd love to read 
the book, particularly since I have to write something 
for your conference in the spring. The enclosed is 
self-explanatory. 

With all good wishes I relDdin 

DJS:mp 

Encl. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 



Nove mber 23, 1~8 3 

Dr. David Patterson 
Oxford Centre for Postgraduate Hebrew Studies 
45 St. Giles 
Oxford, OXl JLP, England 

Dear David: 

As you know, Jim Reich and I are at work on creating a 
"Friends" group here and I know you have received the first 
checks. Henry Zucker has been most helpful. 

I may have told you that Hare Lee Raphael is no~ teaching 
American Jewish History at Ohio State and is hard at work 
on a biography of da~. He is thinking of spending three or 
four months abroad during the summer of '85 in order to do 
some heavy writing. He is looking for two things: a house 
in either London or Oxford, and a private office someplace 
where he can work. The question is not one of subsidy at 
all but simply in helping locate appropriate quarters, so 
I am writing to you as well as to other good friends for 
suggestions. The house would have to be at least large 
enough to accommodate Linda, Marc and two or three children. 
They are not sure how many t .hey will bring along. 

I appreciate any help you can give him in this matt~r. His 
address is Dr. Marc Lee Raphael, 2031 Beverly Road, Colum­
bus, Ohio 43221. 

I'll be back to you after our organizing meeting of "Friends." 
Incidentally, I have already put into the works ray plans to 
be at Yarnton during the 1986-87 year. Adele and I appreci­
ate your invitation and look forward to another very pleasant 
productive period. Our best to Josie. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:■p 



Rah:Oi M~rc Lee Rc:tphael 
2031 s~verly Ro~d 
Colu~bu~, Ohio 43221 

Dcdr Rabbi Raphael: 

Here is the xerox of the fir~t tape of Jack Skirball. 
The ta,-e, th~ original, and the r~typed draft will 
be in t:1e i4rchi ves. 

Sincerely, 

Marie Pluth 
Secretary to Daniel J. Silver 

P.S. If you have any ruore tapes please send to me 
at the Branch addresc. Thanks. 

Encl. 



Dr. Marc Lee Raphael 
2031 Beverly Rd. 
Columbus, Ohio 43221 

Dear Marc: 

February 6, 1985 

I was down in Jacksonville over the weekend and I bumped into 
Carl Hermann Voss. You know him for his book on Wise. During 
the 40's he was the point man in the Americ~n Christian Palestine 

Committee !lnd had nklny contacts with Dad. I hadn't thought 3bout 

it, but hwemi<:Jht be an interesting person to talk with and I :Ull 

enclosing hi J Gard. He is ~urrently at work on an axt~nded vol­

ume dealing with th3 40's, Christian clergy and Israel. 

Thanks for the copy of Approach II. It's a random group of 
papers but IA03t are intll.rastiiig. 

With all good wishea I reaMin 

DJS:mp 

Encl. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeramy Silver 



PHONE (804) 733-2118 

THE REV. DR. CARL HERMANN VOSS 

77ea POINT VICENTE COU"T 
BAYMIEADOW8 

JACKSONVILLlt, l"L aaa1• 

• 



; ' "."l J l, 1, ·. 

Dr• Mc1YC L ·~t-! R :i·) ) ;.1,::: . 
'.!.031 B,: verly Rd. 
C • : , , h 11 ,, , i : . l 1 :-> ? 1 

Sincer~ly, 

Da~iel J~r~my Silver 

DJS:mp 

.. "1C 1. 
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DIRECTOR OF ARCHIVES: JACOB R. MARCUS, Ph.D. 
Muton and !fattie Kutz Di&tin1ui1hed Service Pro/e&sor of American Jewish Hi&tory, 
Hebrew Unum Colle1e-Jewi1h /mtitute of Reli,ion 

ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR: ABRAHAM J. PECK, M.A., Ph. M. 
Lecturer on Judaic Studies, University of Cincinnati 

AMERICAN JEWISH ARCHIVES 
3101 CLIFTON AVENUE • CINCINNATI, OHIO 45110-1488 

Rabbi Daniel J. Silver 
The Temple 

March 25, 1985 

University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

Attached herewith is a xerox copy of a letter 
from a dear friend of mine, Rabbi Ben Friedman. He 
is over 90 years of age. He went to school with 
me and with your father. I ask him to wJl,!.e a short 
statement about the Dr. Herzl Zion Club,~.f'h

1

ich your 
father was a member and also a president. This 
was prior to the time that your father came to the 
Hebrew Union College. I thought you may want to enclose 
this biographical statement among the papers of your 
father. 

With all good wishes, I am 

JRM/cm 
enclos. 

Very cordially yours, 
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SAMUEL H. GIVELBER 
Three Commerce Park Square #255 

23200 Chagrin Boulevard 
Beachwood, Ohio 44122 

Rabbi Daniel J. Silver 
Br~qch Temple 
26000 Shaker Blvd. 
Beachwood, Ohio 44122 

Dear Dan, 

(216) 464-8837 

April 11, 1985 

I am disturbed that the biography book will not be 
published between 1987 - 1989. At my age (85 years) the 
chances of the book being completed in my lifetime is 
remote. 

The more important reason for writing this letter is 
not my age problem, but the lack of assurance that the 
biography, when printed, will reflect the ideas and ideals 
of the greatest leader of our time, Rabbi Abba Hillel 
Silver. 

If the unbelievable "double crosses" by Rabbi S. Wise 
(that may have cost the lives of 100,000 Jewish women and 
children) are not published in the biography, I will not 
honor my pledge. 

If the biography is published in my lifetime and the 
contents of which expressed the ideas and ideals of Dr. 
Silver, we will pay the pledge of 10,000 (5,000 of which I 
gave to you in 1982). 

Cordially yours, 

Samuel H. Givelber 

SHG:mk 



• ,. 
•· 

Mr. Samuel H. Givelber 
Three Commerce Park Square 1255 
23200 Chagrin Blvd. 
Beachwood, Ohlo 44122 

Dear Sam: 

April 17, 19'35 

I can't rush the completion of a book, but we are doing all 
that we can to get it done in good time. Marc Raphael will 
be a visiting professor at CWRU next fall which will give him 
a lot of time to be in the archives. Believe me, it will be 
an appropriate volume. Hope to see you soon. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



f 

, 

2 6 A pr i 1 1985 

Dear Dar-,: 

Th anks f or the materials you sent to me 2 weeks ago and which 

c ame o r iginally from Jake. I appreciate your thoughtfulness. 

All i s g i:, i r-, g we 1 1 , though now that I have entered the 40s in my 

research the tough questions emerge. I may make my first 

presentation ever on your dad in Jerusalem this summer at the 

World Cor-,gress; I am beginning to fee l a bit confident c,f rny 

grasp o f the material, 

( 1893-1917, :t. 9 1 7 - 1 927, 

and have already drafted three chapters 

1927-193?) which although very very very 

r c,ugh are SU ff i C i er-,t 1 y r-,eat tc, ser,d to cc,l leagues f,:,r i Y1pt"lt. I 

h o pe t hat I car, get sc,met hi r,g dc,r,e or, the 40s th i s sur,m,er; it 

wi l l r,,:,t be i r, Oxfc,rd (Patt ersc,r-, has st i 11 r,c,t f ,:,1.lr1d hc,us i r,g) but 

in Whitstable, a little town on the ocean north of Canterbury. 

Yo u certainly know that all has worked out for Case Western this 

fal l and I will be spending 3 days each week in Cleveland. This 

wi l l provide me with many hours of research time at The Temple, 

and occasional l y I will trot across the street and fulfill my 

It promises to be a most rewarding autumn. 

S,-, 
- ' all is coming along fine, and I am pleased with my progress 

The materials on the 40s, c,f cotlrse, are 

overwhelmi r,g, but I am tackling them in a very orderly manner, 

trying to wrestle with the salient issues. 

research immensely. 

Si Y,cere 1 y, 

I am enJoying the 

J 



mare ke raphael, rabbi 

)0 ~ 

2031 Beverly Road• Col111nb11s, Ohio 43221 • 614/486-6166 



. ·• 

J (." . Mdc.~ L. H.-1ph 1·!1 

, ~· -~ 1 8 -:v·:.::.· l y H ')~ld 

,)1t ::;• 1c;:>r .1.. !·, ·:d 3t y0ur lett.!r t::> Mtu:-1e d~ted lu June. 
t f ... l. I :· ,. ·.1 .:J :, c :; .- ,1!'1<.!ia J thr·.:l~1qh Eldo:1 Epp th ;.=:. t "fOU!.: appo1:1trnent 

~ , CWt"\U .. c) ld' l ::,.;.: ~- .L ,:: i. .. .t. f_ l ", (1,. ,:•,...: l< ✓ l 1..L ~l J , ! t • . fi l . Ai· .:-hi,,·,~ :!:} 
.;,· rJ. 1:: k; t- .; ..) : - 1.: =lL.r-~, r) ;i. ~.::t ,zdn!t.t'l.lc;~ttaliltth\;.\..~ o~jt ; L \\' 11•:- !d 

.1.: :L ._.J.C;;):C{,c1>.1 ).._ liu.., 'J,.Jl- i:,~ . I \i"! , · i_: t.l·! >1:L:ti ·, 1 

1, l j' ) ..1 .,,,. _. 1.1 L,,.,:-l . _., y 1 )rf (~ ,Jt)p<lcL.~ L.:_v' J.t rh· · 
,, i_:.111 1 '..:• !, ir ,;ul:, c.,•1::. . 



• • 

I '3 JW)\Q_ ,q 'is 5 

n~ u~~ 

mare lu rapluul, rabbi 

~ ~ .MkA ~ \Y JUJWL I ~ M1- • . 4k 
rt\® • ~)~ ~wl ~ ~ 
~ 'oe_ \JJ&t • VY\ ¼a_ ~ 3 ~ ~ A&1YU- . 

~ • ~l, ~ -\-~ 

+t) ~ -MIM. 'b -\k ~, • 

~ ~ ~ MQ At

0

A~ tJJr\! <\-k ...,, .... ~ lA ~ 
\l .~,., nn H ;-tE/ ~~~n ~ rn • rMk 4At 

• • ~V-,.~\J • ~ ~~dwn 

W~d~fu ~,~~otcl ~~&~ 
ioG 1\I..IJnW /~ m ~ ~ ~ • ,· AD ~ ~ 
~ Oi.u. tt.oA {u • rl ~ ~~ ~() i\/)A/1 , 

~~~~~ctmiM ...... ~ . , •• 

~~ l ~W,.,,k-z,oA~M 
• &n ~ 

1 
\9\tOA, 

~f ~ (" - ~~ • J 
~~~~___,~~R

1~C. 
1~J~ lsJW ... AI r~~- ~ 
~\M . \ f~~ 

~ 
2031 Beverly Road• Col111nb11s, Ohio 43221 • 614/486-6166 



• 

The Ohio State University 

106 Dulles Hall 
230 West 17th Avenue 
Columbus, Ohio 43210-1367 
Phone 614-422-267 4 

27 February 1986 &i,1 
Dear Dan: 

All is going quite well, and my work coming along without problems. I hope 
that the snow melts soon between here and there and I return for some mop-up 
research on the 1940s (March), and then in the spring I will launch my 1950s 
research. I am still on target, and the good news of a contract from CWRU 
for the fall (see the blurb enclosed for descriptions of the courses EE asked 
me to teach) will make my finishing this year even more likely. 

I have a trip planned to Denver this May to catch Earl Stone and, perhaps, 
Herb Rose, and I still have this or that person to see in NYC. The big trip, 
however, is my 4 weeks of research in the Central Zionist Archives, the 
Weizmann Archives (two colleagues who use these archives assure me there 
is a tremendous amount of unpublished material re Silver), and the Ben-Gurion 
Papers, as well as the growing number of people I have found hiding in Israel 
waiting for me to interview. You will recall that last summer I delivered 
a paper at the World Congress (at my own expense), and spent 3 full days using 
the Nahum Goldmann Papers at the CZA. My sense is that Friese! is right; 
4 weeks will not do it. But, alas, that is all I can give this phase of the 
research if I want to allow needed days for writing. 

I want to make reservations now so as to obtain the lowest fare possible, 
and want to make sure that it is okay with you to send the invoice to The 
Temple. I will, of course, obtain the lowest possible APEX fare, Columbus­
NYC-TA-NYC-Columbus. In addition, I have my lodging and food; I certainly do 
NOT expect you to pay all of the outrageous rent for Mishkenot Sh., but we 
ought to be able to settle on a reasonable lodging/food subvention for the 
30 days of research. I would think that $30 per day, for housing and food, 
is well below what most anyone could live on, and I propose that sum. Even 
last sunnner, when I stayed in the student hostle (more appropriately, hostile), 
with one toilet for 6 rooms, and ate largely in the cafeteria adjacent to the 
CZA, I could hardly keep my budget under $30 per day. So, I suggest $900 or 
so towards this area of expense. As for xeroxing, no small sum at the CZA, 
I am optimistic _OSU will award me a Small Grant to cover $100-150. 

That's 
before 
I look 
I have 
year I 
time. 
year. 

it for now. I will wait to hear from you re: flight reimbursement 
making the reservations, but I do want to pay early and save money. 
forward to hearing from you, and to seeing you when it warms up a bit. 
consistently tried to avoid Jan and Feb visits, though the 2 times last 
ventured out found me blizzard-in in Cleveland and unable to return on 
As you can see, with Feb fleeing, I did not make the same mistake this 

Sincerely, 

Mo>L 

Marc Lee Raphael 
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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM 

THE FACULTY OF HUM ANITI ES 

Professor Marc L. Raphael 
Department of History 
Ohio State University 
Columbus, Ohio 43210 
United States 

Dear Professor Raphael, 

Jerusalem, November 26, 1985 

Many thanks for your letter about your planned visit to Jerusalem 
during the summer next year, to continue your work on that Silver biography. 
If you are now researching the forties', I think that a trip to Israel is 
really indispensable. But I wonder if you are not being too optimistic, when 
believing that in a month time you will be able to examine all the archival 
sources and see all the people related to your theme. 

In the Central Zionist Archives there are huge collections of private 
and institutional documents to be worked through. Then you will have to spend 
time in the Weizmann Archives: although the most important of Weizmann's outgoing 
letters were published, there is the collection of thousands of incoming letters, 
many of them confidential and highly important, many of them related to Silver. 
The same applies to the Ben Gurion papers, now open to researchers. Then there 
are collections of printed material to be looked into, most of which you cannot 
get in the United States. I have before me a bibliographical list of published 
printed material from Moshe Chertock (Sharret), which does not include his 
archive papers, and the list goes on for 59 pages~ -

Then please remember that there are people alive who were active during 
the forties and knew Silver well, starting with Ambassador E. Eilat. And there 
are people working on the forties, although from other angles. I myself have 
a Ph.D. student writing a dissertation on the establishment of Israel, and 
Silver is one of his important figures. 

' All together, perhaps you should consider a longer stay in Jerusalem. 
Whatever you decide, it will be my pleasure to introduce you (if necessary) to 
the people you shall want to talk with or the institutions where you shall want 
to work at. 

Hoping to hear from you again in the next future, I remain, 

Cor!Jally yours, 

f'v_1"lit [2:,~ 
Proy. Evyatar rrie 1 

Department of Jewish istory 



. ' . 
Religion/History 254 The Holocaust 

We will combine the perspectives of history, psychology, literature, philosophy 
and religion in an attempt to understand how a bureaucracy could take time out 
from efficiently running a state to equally efficiently and impersonally exterminate six million Jews, to explore the history of racism in European society from the 
18th to the 20th centuries, and to understand the response of individuals, groups, institutions and nations to the deliberate extermination of nearly a whole people. 

Raphael TTH 11:00--12:15 

Religion 203 Introduction to Judaism 

This course has no prerequisites, academic or religious. It takes for 
granted no prior knowledge of Judaism and presumes no commitment to, or even 
personal interest in, belief in, and _practice of, the Jewish religion. The 
problem of this course is to draw together the diverse religious data 
produced by the Jews over the centuries into a coherent description of the 
character of Jewish religion (=Judaism) in three major areas of its develop-
·ment: time, thought, and literature. 

Raphael TTH 1:15--2:30 
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Dr. Marc Lee Raphael 
The Ohio State University 
Department of History 
106 Dulles Hall 
230 West 17th Ave. 
Columbus, Ohio 43210-1367 

Dear Marc: 

March 10, l9ij6 

'rhe arrangements you mention for Israel are satisfactory. 
The Abba Hillel Silver Archives will pay for your APEX 
fare, $30 per day for housing etc. and a grant of about 
$150 for xeroxing etc. 

I am delighted that arrangements a1·e now complete for 
next fall. My only regret is that I won't be here to 
have our occasional schmoos. All is well here. 

As always, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 
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RABBI ALEX J. GOLDMAN 

TEMPLE BETH EL 
350 ROXBURY ROAD 
STAMFORD. CONNECTICUT 06902 

April 22, 1986 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
2841 Weybridge Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 44120 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

A number of years ago, I published a book entitled, 
"Giants of Faith - Great American Rabbis," which 
included American Rabbis from 1800 - 1945. 

I have been asked to update this volume, and I want 
to include a chapter about Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver. 
I have much material in my library, but I write to 
request any materials you might have available which 
would help in my portrayal of Rabbi Silver's life. I 
would be very appreciative if you could send copies 
of such information to me, and I would be glad to pay 
for whatever costs are incurred. 

Thanking you in adyance for your assistance, I am 

Cordially, 

Goldman. 

AJG: gso 

STlDY 
322-6901 
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Rabbi Alex J. Goldman 
Temple Beth El 
350 Roxbury Road 
Stamfort, Connecticut 06902 

Dear Rabbi Goldman: 

April 28, 1986 

May I suggest that you contact Marc,-Raphael who 
is at present working on a biography of my father 
and would be your best source. His address is: 
2031 Beverly Rd., Columbus, Ohio 43221. w•th 
best wishes for your project, I remain 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 
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Dr. Marc Lee Raphael 
2031 Beverly Rd. 
Columbus, Ohio 43221 

Dear Marc: 

May 22, 1986 

Your letter reminded me that it's time to beginning 
thinking summer schedul~s. 1 loved the cartoon and 
I am sure you are going to be completely safe bur­
rowing into Zionist archives or whatever else you 
are going to be hard at work at in Jerusalem. 

I am sure I will see you before you leave. 

As always, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



7 Juy,e 1988 

Dear Dan: 

I was quite encouraged by my (four hour!> meeting with Mr. Holmes 
last Thursday. In brief, they have sent my revised manuscript 
back to the reader who made the suggestions to which I responded 
some time ago and asked him to give his (her?) final okay. I 
foresee no problem, as she/he told them some time back a> to 
publish it, and b) for me to make this and that revision (which I 
did). They called said reader who said she/he would read it and 
give his/her okay during June. 

I must say that his/her suggestions, with hardly an exception, 
improved the ms. greatly as he/she was a first-rate scholar. It 
forced me to expand my introductory section of each chapter, to 
identify certain individuals that I had not carefully delineated 
for the reader, etc etc. There is no excuse for Holmes & Meier 
not asking the reader to okay it some time ago, of course, but 
they could not appear verbally more enthusiastic about this book 
than they do now. 

After Mr. Holmes debated this and that historical issue with me 
re Silver he called in the production person who laid out a 
publication schedule for us which Holmes seemed quite anxious to 
meet. It aimed for late winter, early spring of 1989, and he 
promised to have his special assistant, Barbara Lyons, contact 
Claudia about setting up some events surrounding publication. 
Should you happen to talk with Ms. Lyons, I would only ask that 
you not mention there is any$$$$$ involved from The Temple to 
me. That is none of their business, and would probably only make 
them more convinced that I am far too generous with your dad 
(there is not one piece of evidence in the book to indicate that 
I have compromised my scholarly obJectivity>. 

Mr. Holmes wants Alex Schindler to write an introduction. Why 
not? His 2nd choice is Fred. I would rather have #1. 

So, things seem to be unfolding well. 
when I get the next call from them. 

Sincerely, 

I will keep you posted 



DANIEL JEREMY SILVER INTERVIEW, 14 AUGUST 1986 

M: I am interviewing Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver on August 14, 1986, at The 

Teaple, and we are going to talk about his earliest memories, probably not the 

'20s, but certainly the '30s and early '40s. I doubt that we'll have anything 

from the late '20s. 

M: Let's start with ... tell ■e s011ething about your father as a teacher at 

home. This is s011ething you've mentioned to me fr011 tiae to tiae the last 

couple of years, and I know he had a role in your Jewish education. Maybe you 

could go back to the earliest ■eaories you have of learning with your dad. 

D: Well, let ■e first locate the space, and then we'll locate tiae. By the 

time I was conscious--and I think it was also the ti■e I was born--we lived in 

Bratenahl on the lake, 10311 Lake Shore. At the back of the house, besides 

the dining room/living room, there was a large study with big bay windows 

which gave out on the lake. And that study had two -aller roOJIS which 

were--1 guess they Jl&Y have been hU11idors or soaething like that for whoever 

lived there earlier--but they were places for his books. During the sunaers 

and on Sabbath afternoon, beginning when I was probably six, seven, s011ething 

in there, Dad would call us in one after the other and we would have an hour's 

Hebrew lesson with hi■. We were, we took Hebrew regularly fro■ private tutor, 

but he liked to check up on what we were doing, and do more with us. And we 

would read a little Tanach; later on, ■uch later, Rashi, Onkelos, then on up . 
.. 

Ray and I would struggle to see who could go first, because if the first 

lesson went badly, the second one was bound to suffer. He enjoyed those 

tiJleS. And then in the su ers when we would travel together--to Europe, he 

wu going to a Zionist Congress or aoaething--when he was with us he would 

aake a g8118 out of the Hebrew. And we would go swi-ing. If we could 

conjugate a verb or decline a noun, we could cli■b on his shoulders and dive 



2 

off; if we couldn't, we got dunked. He was 

particularly--he expected you to perform, but 

a good teacher; he was not 

he was not rigid or 

anxiety-prone, prone to giving you, ll&king others feel anxious. He cared 

greatly that we do well at our studies. He aade sure that--we were still of 

the generation where, after school, you had Hebrew lessons and piano lessons 

and French lessons and, you know, there was very little free ti■e. We didn't 

understand free ti■e; we understood sports less. 

M: Didn't this change by the ti■e you were in high school? I ■ean, didn't 

you once tell ■e you participated in high school sports? 

D: College. 

M: In college. 

D: The way I got away fr011 the house. But reaeab~r, I went away to--I 

graduated fro■ high school, and I had just turned 16. And part of it was 

si■ply IIY body hadn't grown up; part of it was that the last four years of 

high school I had pneU110nia, four years of school, and I ■issed between two 

and three ■onths of school a year, then was told I couldn't do COJIIP8titive 

athletics during the rest of the tiae. They didn't have the penicillins in 

those days, and they gave you--they had sulfa drugs. They were developing new 

ones all the ti■e. I really--it wasn't 'til I was away at college that I did 

sports. 

M: There are even letters, correspondence in the ■id-'40s after you are at 

Harvard, in which your dad reainda you that when you c011e hoae for the suaaer, 

there's going to be Hebrew study. So this didn't end. 

D: Oh, sure. This didn't end, and he believed in books and study and 

a011etillea hi■ concerns for ay education and for the quality of the education 

stood in the way of what I needed. When I went off to Harvard, he 11USt have 
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written ahead to Harry Wolfson and told hi■ I was coaing. So Dr. Wolfson 

arranged to be IIY freshaan advisor, and a ■ore inco■petent freshaan advisor 

you can't possibly iaagine. I reaeaber walking down in the, through the 

fourth sub-baseaent of Weidner Library to find his study, and asking him the 

questions any freshlllan will ask. You know, where I could accomplish this, and 

where do I go to accoaplish that, and Wolfson didn't have the faintest idea. 

I got a wonderful lecture on how he had saved the 300th anniversary of Harvard 

because they had scheduled it for the s&11e day as Shavuot, and the Jews had 

protested, and he'd managed to solve the protest. He was fun to talk to, but 

he was not what I, what a 16-year old needed. Dad was not hoae that ■uch 

during--in tel"IIS of 11eals and the details of things. He was always home if he 

could be, and that's alaost always Friday night. And one of the lovely things 

about The Te111>le was that we had a kabalat shabbat service, and so Friday 

night was faaily tiae. And the rule in our faaily was that Friday night you 

were there. You could invite a guest if you want a friend, but you have to be 

at the Sabbath table. And later when we got into our teens if we wanted to do 

s011ething later on in the evening, we could. 

M: Could you attend a Shaker Heights football gae on Friday evening? 

D: We didn't have thea in those days. 

M: You didn't? You didn't have nighttille football gaaes? 

D: It was wartiae, so you didn't have the lights. There was very little 

ccapetition u ■uch for Fridays nights in those daya. 

M: Could you 10 to a 11C>Vie at 9:00 on Friday evening, after ■habbat dinner? 

D: Yeah. We could have. And at dinner Dad would alllOSt always, or Mother, 

introduce ■Olle kind of topic, which I think they ■hould have thought about 
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by the tiae we were 12, 13, 11&ybe a little younger, if there were guests for 

dinner, we were invited to coae down and be with them. And The Temple had a 

lot of interesting guests in those days. We met a lot of interesting people. 

We didn't have to sit up on the staircase and listen in that way. I don't 

think we could have butted in particularly; we still had a h011e in which the 

generational gap was expected. 

M: So, would the children be fed, and typically would the children be fed 

first and then the adults would eat later? 

D: No. 

M: So you would eat with the interesting guests. 

D: Most of the tiae the people who were there were going to come into The 

Teaple for a lecture s011e evening so the dinners weren't that late anyway. 

And, if it was a purely social occasion, I aean, just s011e of their friends 

over, then it was s011ething else. We weren't kept up. 

M: Would your dad soaetiaes go out on Friday evening after dinner? 

D: No. 

M: Even a cultural ... if there were a syaphony on Friday evening? 

0: Syaphony is Tuesday night. 

M: There wasn't auch actually c011peting with staying h011e. 

0: Ho. Friday was shabbaa. The one great cereaonial • occasion in the house 

was seder, and seder was done as only Lithuania and West Virginia could 

coabine in Cleveland. It aoved, by the tiaea I reaeabered, too, to two houses 

down, to the end of the, bottCJII of 105th Street. Thia was also rented. And 

it had two living rOOIIII spaces sort of connected with each other. And there 

wu a portable organ here at The Teaple, and IIIY dad would get Mr. Willard, who 

-WU our orcaniat, and a quartet fr011 The Tmple, and 40 or 50 people would be 
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at seder, and we'd use the Union Hagadah, and it was a production. Very 

foraal kind of production which we looked forward to. He also had a great big 

sukkah which we would put up in the back yard, which was probably 10xl5, maybe 

15x20 feet, and the fraae was kept in the baseaent soaeplace, and that was a 

real production to put it up and to decorate it, and we had kiddish in it. It 

was fun. 

M: Did this 110ve with you to your Shaker Heights hoae, the sukkah? 

D: No. 

M: This was a Bratenahl sukkah. 

D: We didn't have space in the Shaker Heights house for it. But it was a 

real... Be loved to do those things; he didn't have to do any of thea; they 

were done. But the janitors at The Teaple were a very useful sort of building 

crew. 

M: There was help at that when you lived in Bratenahl. I aean, people have 

recollections of--

D: This was Depression. R,..,,...her I was born in '28. And IIY dad-The Temple 

afaff all took aajor cuts in salary to survive, but whatever ■oney you had 

went a very, very long way. So the houae they rented, which was a very lar1e 

house, they rented for $100 a ■onth. And wagea were partial, just to keep 

people goin1. At aCJlle point of fact, we had •.. there MUI a WCll8D who was a 

cook, there waa a 1111D who waa a yard 1111D and helper and parttiae chauffeur, 

and there wu a cleaning wic■nn who would CCJlle in and do the laundry and 

■0111eti■1■ there we■ -id, a011etiw there waan't. 

N: So when acaeone r a t ara a chauffeur, he ■i,tlt alao have been the 

1ardener. 

D: Oh, he... Be ... a jack-of-all-tradea. I think in part it waa that 
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help wu not expensive, in part it wu a way of providing eaployaent. 

M: Row would you describe your dad at these aeals? Would you describe hi■ as 

rather fonllll? 

D: No, he was very infonaal. Be loved to hear and to tell a good ■tory. Re 

wu not sc■ebody who, u far u I could tell, needed to be the center of 

attention. Be knew how to draw people out. Be was forlllll in the sense that I 

never in IIY whole childhood or young adulthood saw hill leave the bedrooa 

except with hi■ coat and tie on. And I knew in 1963, the weekend of the 

Kennedy •wsination, the weekend before be died, that be waa ill because 

that waa the first tiae in ay life I had aeen hill leave the bedrooa with his 

ini robe on. lverythiDC ... very ... be ... very ... you preaented a strong 

face to the world. You were careful how you preaented ... you didn't discuss 

your probl- with the world. In that same I don't think be ... I think he had 

a lot of good ccapaniona, people who liked to be with hi■. Re was good 

coapany. Be was an iaportant ■an. But I don't think he had an intiaate 

friend in the aenae of sc■ebody he would confide in personal things, except 

■aybe IIIY ■other. 

M: People have ■entioned that to ae, and it stx aa to ae that that would be 

very generally true--

D: Of that generation. 

M: Of aen of that gener ... It's true of aen generally speaking at all ti■ea-­

D: But lea• true today than it wu. 

M: That'• true. But it sounda like wt any rabbi you ■ight think of at that 

ti.lie would have very few friend■ that you ■ilht call inti■ate in that aenae. 

Well, if, when you aay be would not leave the rOC11, hi• bedrOC11, without hi■ 

coat and tie, if he went to a ... ■ilht he ,o to a Cleveland Indians baseball 
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gw once during a year, or ao■ewhere where that kind of attire might be out 

of place? 

D: He'd have a coat and tie on. 

M: He would. 

D: Yeah. 

M: So if he were seen in public--

D: Once a year, ay dad would decide that, since he had two sons, he ought to 

do s011ething that was "palsy." And, for reasons which have always escaped me 

that was to take us to the annual Case-Western Reserve football gmne which 

took place on Thanksgiving. 

M: You aean Case vs. Western Reserve? 

D: Yeah, they were two schools at the tiae. And s011ehow or other there was 

always a snow stona on Thanksgiving. It was a freezing experience. But he 

would sit deterainedly through the whole thing, and the fact that neither of 

us really cared about it never seeaed to penetrate. Ah, he had done it, you 

know. Re auch preferred the different kind of tiae, a■ 1 ertiae, when he could 

relax, and we would go to Mooseloolmeguntic in Maine, and to the Rangeley 

Lakes, we would go to Burope, and when he was not in Burope at a Zionist 

Congress or aoaething, he would spend beach ti.lie, hiking tiae, wandering 

around the roads picking black raspberries or a011ething. 

M: Fishing ... 

D: Sleeping and fishing. 

M: There are acae photoa of the fish that he caught ... at least one. 

D: Yeah, that'• a ,rest atory, but that's the original fish story. Re was 

aleepin, when he caught that fiah, and it happened to be the largest ■al110n 

caught in Maine that year. So he bad a fiah atory to top his friends. Re ... 
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M: So he'd be very relaxed on these sw.aer vacations. 

D: Oh, very, clearly, and loved it. 

M: So he was the kind of person who could go away and not hurt his work. 

D: And turn it off. There were always books, there were always lessons. And 

we'd cross on one of the liners. Every day Ray and I would have Hebrew lesson 

at a011e point. He couldn't waste a day. At the a&11e ti■e, when we were not 

having that hour lesson, you know, we were free to do what we wanted to do, 

and they did what they wanted to do. 

M: What's your earliest ■eaory of an overseas trip? Is it the early '30s 

that you reaellber? Did you go in '33? 

D: '32. Yeah, I don't know, it's not a JlellOry. It's a faaily legend. I 

reaellber ay grandparents h011e in Rechaviah and I reaellb~r the whiteness of the 

stucco on the walls, and I reaellh~r her cats ... 

M: This wouldn't be fr011 seeing it at later tiaes, would it? 

D: No, because I don't re•wb~r going back to see, to the house until '66. 

M: What were the years that you were there--

D: Just once, as a child, '32-'33. 

M: And you didn't go back before ... 

D: My dad never took us back after that . 

M: But you went ... did you go to study at the Hebrew University? I'■ just at 

this period--

D: No. 

M: You were thinking, in '48--

D: '48, I wu enrolled. Dad was in ... I graduated in Deceaber '47. 

M: And he auggeated going there before-

0: I bad decided this followin, fl' er, the previoua fltt er, to go, to really 
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give myself a year to JD&ke up my mind what I wanted to do and so on. And Dad 

was in Jerusalea probably in Noveaber '47 at some point, and said, "Look. The 

University is going to be closed, and there's no point in going." And that's 

when I went to work for Land and Labor for Palestine. But ... 

M: So you were only there once--

D: As a child--

M: When you were four or five years old? 

D: And I al■ost created a national incident. 

M: What was that? 

D: Emanuel NeUll&lln and his wife had a son, Gabby, who was the s&11e age as I 

was, and they decided that they were going on a shopping trip into the Old 

City, and they took me along. And they went into a shop sOJ1eplace in the Old 

City, and I decided at the age of four I wasn't going in, and I was sitting 

outside. When they CBJle out, I wasn't there. And this was after the first 

real set of riots in Jerusalea. And they were scared stiff. And they got the 

British constabulary out. And they couldn't find me. And when they finally, 

three hours later, for the first tiae had the courage to come to my 

grandparents hOlle to tell IIY parents I was missing, they didn't know what had 

happened to ae. I was terrified, and I'd walked hoae. 

M: Fr011 the Old City to Rechaviah? 

D: Yeah. 

M: At the age of four? 

D: I have a very good sense of direction. 

M: You 11Uat have. 

D: But, Mr■ . N~11PPDD never for gave ae for those three hours. 

M: I ,ueaa the Neu118DD8 by then were living--he lived in Palestine for 1111ch 
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of the '30s, so he ■ight have been a resident at that tiae. Oh, how 

interesting. 

D: I did that once here. We lived at the Bratenahl on the lake. And the 

year was the Lindberg kidnapping. I was playing in front of the house, and 

there was a 11&id who was watching the two of us. I had a little tricycle, and 

when she, she was called in the house for the telephone or soaething, when she 

ca■e back I was gone. And they couldn't find ae. And, I guess, everybody was 

caught up in the Lindberg frenzy. The police sealed off the county, and they 

had the Coast Guard out that was looking in the lake in front of the house. 

It was about two hours, two and one-half hours later, the police found me. I 

was c0111ing up the hill right here by Ansel Road coming to see ay father at The 

Te■ple. 

M: That's a long way. 

D: Yeah, it is a long way. 

M: Did you and your brother and your aother tend to c<>Jlle regularly on Sunday 

■ornings to hear your dad speak? 

D: I never ca■e on Sunday 110rnings because I was in religious school. 

M: Well, there was religious school on Saturday as well, and I didn't know--

D: But it was by grade. Kindergarten through ■aybe fifth grade or sixth 

grade caae on Sunday; the rest caae on Saturday. And we caae only when we had 

school. 

M: So it wu rare for you to hear your dad preach through the '30s--

D: It wu rare for • to hear hi.a preach at all. As a ■atter of fact, one of 

the shocking ao■ent■ of ay life was when I wu in college in 44-45, and went 

with ■GIie frienda to the aoviee and we saw a newsreel. It was IIY dad giving a 

apeech at one of the Zioniat aeetin,-. It ■ay have been the Biltaore 
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conference thing. I don't remeaber what the occasion--

M: It's probably the United Palestine Appeal, and they tell me--

D: Whatever it was. 

I had not until then. 

And I suddenly realized he was an important man. Which 

M: Is that right? Not until the early '40s. Well, that's of course about 

the ti■e that he jUJDps into national affairs. 

D: Yeah. We were protected in a sense, from being the rabbi's children, by 

living where we did. Because Bratenahl had maybe three other Jewish f&11ilies, 

five other Jewish faJBilies. And it was not the center of Jewish life. So the 

social pressures which sometimes can impinge upon rabbi's children did not 

impinge on us as we were ... in those years. 

M: But by the ■id ... al■ost by the time you started school you were in Shaker 

Heights, weren't you? 

D: No. 

M: Wasn't that the ■id-'30s? 

D: We didn't 110ve up to Shaker until 1939. 

M: Oh, the late 30's. 

D: 40. When ! ... Bratenahl had only eight grades. When I finished the eighth 

grade and graduated, I had to go s011eplace else. The normal kids went to Shaw 

High School or to the Lakewood High School on the west side. My folks, I 

think, felt I should have J1Uch ■ore of a Jewish env ... you know, 110re Jewish 

kids. So, they enrolled ■e in Shaker. And for about a half a year... There 

was a faaily across the street and we would either be driven up or I would 

take the street cars and buases. It would take ae an hour or soaething to get 

to school. It just wasn't a very successful arrangeaent. So that's when I 

think he decided to ■ove. 
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M: Do you think there was the slightest pressure fro■ people at The Temple 

for your dad to live s011eWhere else? I mean--

D: No. 

M: Did the directors of The Temple care where he lived? 

D: If they cared it wouldn't have aade any difference. 

M: Well. 

D: No! As a matter of fact the house they lived in Bratenahl had been the 

house that [Rabbi] Moses Gries had lived in before them. Yeah, I don't think 

that was iaportant. And I don't know that that's the reason; they just made 

that decision. It was just one of those things that happened. 

M: It's probably a decision aade in teras of your education, and Ray's 

education to aove into Shaker? 

D: No, I suspect it was a decision :aade in terms of quality of availability 

of housing. There was a little cluster of very "shtatd" people, who■ Dad 

liked. Across the street was Edgar Hahn, whose father had been rabbi of The 

Te111>le, and who was hi118elf one of the fine lawyers, respected legal people in 

town. And next door wu his partner Nate Loeaser who founded the Han Loesser 

law office were there. The coapound we were in, the 11&in house, had a ■an 

nmaed, was nm by, wu owned by a 11811 nmaed Marx, who had been president of 

the Teaple for 15 or 17 years, two different tiaes. Moses Gries had lived in 

that ho1111e. It was just kind of a center of Teaple-oriented fa11ilies. I 

think it was as ailllple as that. 

M: Well, when you were going to Sunday school, on Sunday, they didn't bring 

your Sunday achool class into The Teaple to hear your dad speak? 

D: No. 

M: Sale clua•-
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M: Which your dad really wasn't involved in very ■uch. 

D: Saturday classes. The Saturday classes had a service. In the main Temple. 

D: He would coae if he were here. But he would sit in the congregation. 

M: Yeah. All the assistant rabbis--

D: Then it's their chance to howl--

M: But, but all of thea reme■ber your dad sitting there week after week. He 

never said anything critical to them, even the poorer speakers &11ong thea. He 

apparently was very nice to all of them. But, I know at times on Sunday 

mornings the older classes would come in to the Sunday 110rning services. I 

mean, maybe it was for a brief period. 

D: Those who would come in would be the high school. And during the 20s and 

early 30s the college departaent, who were here on Sunday 110mings. But the 

8th, 9th, 10th,--7th, 8th, 9th, did not c011e in. The high school did. When 

we got in the high school years, we would s011etiaes coae in. The high school 

would have its own service in the chapel. Occasionally we would co■e in, and 

they'd take us into the balcony. You'd coae into the balcony after the 

service bad begun without disturbing anything. And we'd sit in the balcony 

and listen to the aervice. 

M: Do you have recollections that your dad waa upset by people who C811e in 

late, who ca11e just to hear hi.a speak? 

D: Be talked about it. 

M: Yeah. Be aP-e■■ to have been upset by people who would just c011e for the 

•el'IIOD and not for the •ervice. 

D: And there•• a whole crew of the■. They renained ... Aa long u we were down 

here at the •in Teaple 1 you could d on tbea. They would ■it down 

clrinkin1 coffee until 11:00 and then they'd CCJlle in through that balcony door 
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and you could see thea. Once we'd moved up to the branch there was no place 

for the111 to sit so they cae into the Teaple. 

M: Would you c011e over to the Teaple fro■ tiae to time on other days to-­

D: No. 

M: So you didn't see your dad at work in that sense. 

spend tiae here with hi■? 

D: I did not. 

I aean, you didn't 

M: Now your 110ther would usually go on Sunday aornings to the service. 

D: Always, always. 

M: And there, this would be followed usually by a large aeal, wouldn't it? 

On Sunday after the services? 

D: Sundays they uaed to go out for lunch, usually. They would go to BeaU1111els, 

which was a sort of Jewish style restaurant over near the Sovereign Hotel 

which was acrosa the park. S011ething like that. That was during the 30s, and 

then in the 40■, Dad wu 11C>re ea,er to know what the news wu and would tend 

to go hoae and turn on the radio, and have lunch at hoae. 

M: I've aet people who recall, 1111,t,e they're 1etting it ■ixed up with a 

different day, but who aeea to recall big lunch-auppers on SUDday after 

aervicea. 

D: That waa f•ily tiae. It wu very rarely, you know, a lot of friends any 

ti.ae. Sunday i■, after all, for a rabbi a workday for the 11C>at part. You 

know, two day• of funeral■ to be picked up and weddin,. and all kinda of 

thi ..... 

N: So he IIDllld have been buay in the afternoon and evenint. 

D: And then once the '40■ ccae about and the war ■tart■, about '41, '42, he 

beli• tbat proc1■■ of Sunday afternoon, leavin, Cleveland for New York on the 
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M: U. bllll. 
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D: Or travelling around the country doing ■Ollething. 

M: Sa11etille8 he would take a train all Sunday evening. 

D: That's right--

M: A sleeper train to New York--

D: Yeah, and then he would COIie back on Thuraday in ti.lie for hie confiraation 

class. 

M: Do you rc•llller this or that individual who caae to stay, Chai■ WeiZJ1Arm, 

for exa■ple. I ■ean, you were, you hadn't yet gone off to college when Chai■ 

Weizaann caae to--

D: Yeah, Chai■ WeiZIIBDn was sick when he ca■e-­

M: '41 or '42. 

D: The old ■an was sick, bleeding a little. I re:w:wber the ■aid telling ■e 

the sheets were bloody after he left. 

M: 111111. 

D: I rE•lll>er, Weiz■ann, I l'e114"W•al!r Jan Masaryk. I rem e••~r ThOll88 Mann, 

Sholea Asch. 

M: These people who stayed at the house for a while? 

D: Or stayed at the house for dinner or s0111ething. 

M: U. ball. Tell ■e s011ething about your dad's involveaent with the religious 

school. Were you ever aware of hi■ wandering around, peeking in your class or 

giving a guest talk? Did you have any direct awareness of his role? I ■ean, 

he wasn't a teacher. 

D: Be wu a teacher. Re would teach confir11Btion class every year. 

M: Yeah. But that wu on Thursday or rriday. 
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D: Both. 

M: Both. Would they split the class up? Is that how it happened? 

D: Yeah. 

M: I mean, he didn't have any teaching responsibilities on the weekend, as 

such. But he did wander around. All the assistant rabbis remember him 

wandering around. 

D: Yeah, but I think ay recollections of those things are so mixed now with 

what happened when I was working with hi■ that ... My dad in terms of that, 

and I'm sure it would extrapolate back in the past, watched details. And, uh, 

you know, if he saw so■ething, the door off of its hinges or a window that was 

ajar or dirt someplace 

(TURN TAPE 1 TO SIDE 2) 

M: Assistant rabbis JDeDtioned that. 

D: He would go through the building two or three ti■es a year, 

systematically, looking at cupboards, looking every place he could. One thing 

he told ae when I c&11e here was, "I don't believe in post■orteas." And, "No 

excuses, just get it done the first time." He also didn't look over your 

shoulder. I aean, if you're doing it, it was done. 

M: And none of the assistants rellellher hi■ as being critical of them; even 

constructively critical. He just tended to leave thea alone. 

D: But the school was disciplined. 

M: U. hlll. 

D: And, you know, there were grades, and ribbons if you won honors. 

bad to llllke up attendance. 

M: You even failed and you had to aake it up in the a,u er. 

And you 

D: In ~• er school, sure. People liked it, in a strange way. I hear all 
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kinds of ... I heard al■ost all of my life, stories about this and that and the 

other thing. A 118D last night, I took this Jl8Jl out to dinner. He told me he 

remembers his parents taking him to Europe in the '30s and he still owed two 

book reports. Dad said the only way he could go to Europe was if he made sure 

the two book reports were mailed back frOJ1 the ship before they got off or he 

would see that he didn't get off. 

M: Bob Marx. I think I've mentioned this to you about Marx; he claiJDS that 

his confiraation ex811S were more difficult than his doctoral ex811S. 

D: Not true; but they were comprehensive. You had to memorize about 80 or 90 

Hebrew concepts, the 23rd Psalm, the andaents in their full form, 

Isaiah's vision of peace, Micah, you know, Chapter 6. Like 20 or 30 dates. 

You had to know about 100 personalities fr011 Jewish history. 

M: Were the class sessions pri■arily lectures? Was that--

D: Lectures and quizzes and soae discussion. But he was deterained to get 

so■e material across rather than to deal with what seeaed to be i..ediately 

relevant. And it was still in the days when you could count on 110st of the 

kids in the class coaing froa hn■es in which there was soae clear fora of 

Jewish identification. So what you did, you provided the didactic background 

to what they had seen and known. There was no talk of experiential education 

as we have it today. 

M: What, would kida take notes, for exB11Ple, in­

D: Oh, yeah. 

M: I aean, it would be like a university lecture class to an extent. 

D: Yeah, for 111111y of thea it waa their first real experience with a 

claaroca. Be never had discipline proble1111. 

M: I don't think 118DY other rabbis could have gotten away with that, right? 
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I mean, his presence alone probably just, I don't know what the word would be, 

but, he had an aura that probably suggested to the students that they pay 

attention and listen and then they were probably captured by--

D: Well, and if ... many of them reaellber being hauled in by him for acting up 

in services or soaething and usually acting up in most places would be 

acceptable behavior but he was expected you to behave. 

M: In those days in the '30s, for ex8J11Ple, when you were in the school, did a 

nUlllber of the students continue on past confinaation? 

D: Yeah. There was a big high school and the congregation was supplying a 

good percentage of the rabbis in Aaerica in those days. 

M: Did he ever teach any of the classes in the high school division? 

D: No, because he was in the pulpit. It was on Sunday 110rning. 

M: I see. 

D: The people who taught in high school were Bill Levinson who later went on 

and becaae superintendent of schools here in CLeveland. 

had been a lawyer, who had graduated fr011 H.U.C. and was 

Larry Brochan, who 

the debate coach 

and ... he was a strange duck. He used to give one of these living and 

learning courses on heretics and heresy, and he was an interesting guy. Ralph 

Colbert, who is a lawyer now, who was a lawyer, he taught in those days. A 

nUlllber of the aen who bec811e ... David Sindel. Good faculty. All Teaple people. 

M: Did you have any sense that, again soae of these things are hard to 

separate fr011 when you c011e back as a rabbi in the '50s, but did you have any 

sense of your dad as a pastor, in say the '30s? 

D: No. 

M: Ria interest in hospital visits and counseling. 

left for theae thin••• 

There wasn't 1111ch tiae 
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D: There's a wonderful discussion he and Sol Freehof had in-­

M: In '63. 

D: In '63. Dad was not one to particularly care about hospital visits or 

that kind of thing. One of the woaen in the congregation told me about her 

interview with hi■. I ■ean he could be very warm and he would... Nobody who 

c&11e in needing 110ney ever went away without it. He was very practical in 

those kinds of respect. But he had, he'd--

M: Or iapractical. I aean, in one sense. I ■ean, he never really added up 

how ■uch he was giving. 

D: No. In fact he had very little patience with those who simply had 

dependency needs. And this w011an told me that she went in; her husband had 

died. She went in and just set her poor heart out. He listened for a while. 

Finally she caae to the line, you know, "Why did this happen to me? Why 

should it have to happen to ■e?" And he just said to her, "Why not?" That's 

what she reae■bers. 

M: And this seeas believable to you. I ■ean, he ■ight have said that. 

D: Oh, yeah. I' ■ sure he did. 

M: The aaaistanta suggest that he left 110st of that counseling and hospital 

visitation to--

D: Counseling, hospital, conversions. There weren't that many in those days, 

were left to the11; that was part of their responsiblity. 

M: Yet, at the sa■e ti■e, there's ■any, IIBDY letters in which he responds to 

whoever writes to hi■, saying, "I'■ in ay office al■ost every ■orning. Drop 

by anytille in the aoming and see ■e. My office ia open." So there ... it 

waen't bard to get an appointaent, for exaple, to see hi■. 

D: Not at all. He often didn't know who he wu going to have for his 
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appointments. The faaous story in our family is: My mother walked in one day 

at 10:30. And he said, "Virginia, I can't see you now, I'm busy." 

"Yes, I have this appointment." 

M: I have a sense that J11Uch of his day was spent reading. 

D: I have a sense that in the Temple it wasn't. 

M: In the Temple? 

D: Yeah, it was spent working. 

She said, 

M: Well, but I mean, I have a sense that half of the day he was at the Temple 

and half of the day locked in his study or somewhere where he would have time 

to read. 

D: He locked hiaself in his study part of Friday and most of Saturday, and 

that was about it. 

M: Well, do you think, when you say working, do you think then, it was spent 

preparing for the Sunday lecture? 

D: U. Imm. 

M: So he would be, like you tend to do during the week. I mean, he would be 

working on the lecture for Sunday ... 

D: Yeah, and they were not people who went out a lot. Once, I suspect that 

when we were kids, once we went to bed, he would read for two, three, four 

houra, or work. He knew how to concentrate, to get things done. But the 

Te111>le is not really the place he worked. He worked in the study at h011e. I 

aean, when he was doing acholarahip or lectures and ao on. 

M: I have the iapreesion that at certain perioda, about half of the day he 

waa at hoae in the atudy working • oppoa■ed to at The Te11Ple. Re would spend 

three or four houra in the 110rnin1 at The Teaple, available to anybody that 

lf8Dted to ■ee hill, and then he would 10 h0118 after lunch and do work at h011e. 
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I' ■ just generalizing. 

D: That could be. It's something I'm not aware of. I was probably at school 

and... He certainly was not a presence in the home when I was at home. 

Certainly in those years when I was at home during the day in the wintertime, 

when I was sick as a child, he was not hmne during the day. 

M: You wouldn't come to dinner dressed as formally as he would, would you? I 

■ean, would the whole faaily cOJ1e to dinners--

D: Oh, with kids, it was an open shirt, but you'd better have a clean white 

shirt on, that kind of thing. He was also very concerned with our health and 

one thing or another. One of ■other's favorite stories was always when they 

were at a conference in Atlantic City. Either Ray or I came down with a 

fever here and they got a call. They didn't know what to do and she said, 

"Call Dr. Epstein," (who was the pediatrician), "and he'll take care of it." 

Obviously, it was nothing. And :my dad said, "We've got to go home to check on 

whoever it is." My mother said, "I' ■ not going." So he c8Jlle. So he went 

back; he had a lecture to give. Just to make sure. 

M: You know, Elizabeth Rice recalls, this would have been the late '40s and 

early '50s, when you weren't at home, that she would often come to the house 

on Saturday evenings and they would work on the lecture for the following 

110ming. It'• not clear exactly what she did. She would take some dictation 

and she would go in another rOOII and type some things and help get it ready at 

the laat IIC■ent. 

D: The lut atage in hi■ life what be was doing wu to write the ■eraon out, 

and then instead of •ll'lrizing it he'd gone actually word for word the way he 

bad done .,.t of hi• life. 

M: '20■ and '30a, probably. 
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D: He would make a preis of what he had written and take that into the 

pulpit. This was probably typed. , You could check that very easily by 

checking the sermon files and seeing 

there. I've seen thena written longhand. 

know what she did with them. 

if they've got those printed preis 

I've never seen them typed. I don't 

M: It's clear she would come over on Saturday evenings which meant that they, 

when you said they didn't go out very much, I mean, it seeas that, at least 

for a period, even on Saturday evenings, he would be very--

D: He didn't go out much period. When 

Neither of them were very social. They were 

■ean, they would spend their time together. 

they were h011e 

with people all 

they were home. 

the time. I 

M: Um baa. And when they went out, it seems that they were often together 

for dinners. I mean, it was often dinners and cards. At least the social 

events that people recall with your 110ther and father were canasta, gin--

D: Whatever the congregation was doing. Whatever people were doing they 

did. When we traveled IIY dad generally kept a diary of just who he'd seen and 

what he'd done that particular day. 

M: Those little onea. 

D: Yeah. Separate ones ■ostly for each trip. 

■ight just throw thea in his desk when he got ho■e. 

It wasn't systematic. 

S011etiaes he would ... 

He 

He 

had a friend who was out at Oberlin, part of this group to which he belonged, 

who published what he called a "c011111<>nplace" book. It was sort of a book of 

aphoria• and cc enta he'd 

ai,nificant one way or another. 

read, he'd picked up in his reading and found 

And Dad began to put together things; lines 

he'd read, ideas, they're around soaeplace, s011e of them. 

M: 111111. Now, would you ever go out to a restaurant, let's say when the 



f&11ily went out to eat s01DeWhere? 

D: No. 

M: No, that was rare. 

D: Sunday, s011eti11e. 

M: Would your 110ther--
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D: Remember those days ... We're talking about fa11ily where there's help. 

M: Yeah. 

D: And there was no reason to go out. Where being out was a disaster. My 

kid ... 11y brother and I used to call each other the "bouncing twins," because 

every time we were out everybody came by the table and we were trained to 

stand up, you know, whenever any adults ca11e by. It was up and down, up and 

down, up and down. 

M: So it was better to stay hoae? 

D: Better to stay h011e. 

M: Now, was there a streBlll of relatives that c811e to stay with you? 

I've interviewed one or two of the11 who spent--

I :mean, 

D: There wasn't a streaa. Florence was there for a nuaber of years. Cle11111ie 

c811e for a while when her 110ther died, and she'd coae in fr011 tiae to tiae for 

a couple weeks. Irv was at the house for a while until he got hi11Self 

situated. But that's really it. 

M: Yes. 

D: My dad's ... I never really knew IIIY dad's f&11ily. 

M: Ua. You didn't go back Bast to visit the11 very often at all? 

D: No. There were parts to that faaily, cousins and ... that I didn't even 

aeet until I was an adult. 

M: What abbout Rabbi and Mrs. Lazaron? Did you ever go to-
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D: Mrs. Lazaron died, as you know, when I was four. That's why we came home 

precipitously. 

M: Ah, yes, yes. It was in '32-'33. That's right. 

D: She had cancer. So that that was not one. By the time I had coae along, 

Morris had aoved froa being the, one of the Vice-Presidents of the Z.O.A. to, 

you know, what he becaae at the [Allerican] Council [for Judais■]. We had very 

little to do with hi■. I remeabar my first real contact with him. I went to 

the, once or twice I visited theawhen they lived in Balti■ore. When I was in 

college, he cue up to Boston with a buddy of his once, for soaething or 

other, and invited ae out to dinner. That's really the only time I spent any 

length of ti11e with hi■. 

M: Did your dad seea to respond differently to your career as opposed to Ray, 

since Ray went into the business world? Is there--

D: Yeah. I think, I' ■ sure he did. And he would talk to Ray about it but 

Ray had diff ... , very strong feelings that Dad didn't appreciate the business 

world that he was interested in. 

M: No reason to doubt that. 

D: None at all. I'■ sure it'• true. 

M: lie didn't puah JOU in any particular direction, did he? I ■ean, 

explicitly or directly? 

D: No. You know, the whole life wu in a aen■e wu a puah, a conditioning, 

anyway. 

M: By the way, I had the • e .. .. Ray II ew up in the ■BIie houaehold. 

D: Yeah. But I auapect ay dad, who wu in 111111y waya ■till a creature of 

another le1Ntn1tioa, aet ac,re atock by what the older aon did than otherwi■e. 

There waa M■t of tbat. Ny dad bad about hill, I think, a little bit of the 
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intellectual'• diadain of the aercantile world. Of all the aubjects we ever 

discussed at the dinner table, believe ae, business was the last and least, if 

at all. I often wondered because my grandfather, ay ■other's father, was a 

very dignified, lovely gentleaan, wh011 ay dad respected i1111ensely, who was in 

business. Be ran a wool carding operation in Wheeling. 

M: You know where it's branch wu? 

D: Boston? 

M: Its only branch--ColUllbus. 

D: Col'Ullbus? 

M: Yeah, a warehouse in ColUllbus. 

D: And, uh, he was a gentleaan of the old achool and, I think, president of 

the TE111Ple in Wheeling. And in hi■ relationahip with IIY grandfather, I'■ sure 

that none of that inatinctive prejudice ■bowed, because I know the respect in 

which he was held. But it still was there. 

M: What about your aother? Any ■en■e • to how your aother reaponded to-

D: I CMCht to have the reverae queation. She wasn't quite sure how to 

reapond to the rabbinate. She c1111e frOIII a Ge1 ■an-Jewi■h, refor■ faily, which 

had aore tradition than wt. I aean, it wasn't the classical refona faaily 

at all. But I think the lut thing in the world that she'd ever thought of 

when she was growing up wu she would end up being a rabbi's wife. And the 

fact both ■he and her ■i■ter did I think wu a cauae of ,rest wazeaent. She 

had auch aore of the worldliness in that aense. 

all that. 

The practical, the social, 

M: People speak, not only so lovin1ly of her in every way, but al■o people 

uae expr•■iou like, you know, the po1,er behind the throne, live ■e the aen■e 

that he conaulted with, if be coaaulted with anybody about lllljor decision■, it 
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was Virginia. And that she played a very important role in the decision 

making process. 

D: I don't think that Mother really ever understood completely what Zionism 

and Zionist issues were all about. What she did understand, was that for 

Dad's peace of ■ind and success, he had to be rooted. And she fought tooth 

and nail to keep hi■ in Cleveland even though it was impractical, doing all 

this traveling. 

those things. 

To give hi■ perspective and balance in the home, and all 

In the sense of managing their lives, she was terribly 

important. She, her instincts were better than his, in tenu of what he 

needed for his personal life. But, I doubt that Mother ever read A History of 

Messianic Speculation in Israel. It was not her world. 

M: Socially, the people that they were involved with, the evenings weren't 

probably spent discussing messianic speculation in Israel. 

D: Right, when we were in Cleveland there was nobody to discuss it with, 

except when Gershom Scholem, or somebody should come through. She was great 

for hi■ with the congregation because, one, she came from a world which even 

the ■ore snobbish in the congregation could not fault. Two, she was 

vivacious, curt, bright, funny, and solicitious and caring in all of the best 

senses of the word. They would have lovers' squabbles about why he didn't pay 

aore attention to this one in the hospital or that one, and he would say, 

"They're not really sick." And she said, "But it'd be good for the 

congregation if you'd pay a little ■ore attention to them. When they had the 

Suburban Tellll)le c&111e into being, and fro■ both Fairaount, or Euclid Avenue the 

Teaple and the Teaple, the so-called Oakwood social fa■ilies, 11any of them 

left along the place where we wouldn't have to have Hebrew or Zionism wouldn't 
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beginning and the end of it. My JDOther was conflicted because these were 

people she hated to see the Temple lose. That's the difference in that 

world. I think she, co■ing fr011 the background she did, she always understood 

what Ray was doing, why he was doing it, his interests in it, appreciated it, 

valued it, and he therefore felt supported by her, as he felt lack of support 

from Dad. You know, interesting, he never talked to me particularly about 

what I was studying or my courses or what I should take or what I shouldn't 

take. Or he never particularly talked to me about where I should go in terms 

of ay career. 

M: Was he a factor in your decision to go to Harvard? Was it ... did your 

parents push you in that direction? 

D: No. Not at all. 

M: You were about 12 when you applied. Well, 15. 

D: Wel 1, everybody was. It was nothing unusual, understand that. The 

average age in my freshman class at Harvard was 16 years and 2 months. 

M: Is that right? 

D: U., h■ . It was just that world. At 18 you went to the service. There 

was a IIBD na■ed Payton, R. B. Payton, who was the principal at Shaker Heights 

High School. And he called me in one day in my senior year, earlier, ■aybe in 

my junior year, I don't reaeaber, and said, "Where are you going to go to 

school?" And I said, "I don't know, I haven't really thought about it. He 

said, "I think you'd like Harvard." And I said, "Well,... And he said, "Go 

down to the library and look this up in the catalog." And the catalog looks 

very i■preaaive. And I cmae back to his office and said, "This great big 

catalog looks illpreasive. Is that what I should do?" He said, "Yes." And so 



28 

else?" He said, "No, you don't need to." And I went home and I told ■Y folks 

what I had done. And there was no particular response one way or the other. 

And about three months later my 110ther caae to me and she said, "Don't you 

have to apply s011e place else? And what if you don't get it?" And I went 

back to Mr. Payton and said, "What do I do?" He said, "Don't worry. You'll 

get in." That was the whole discussion about going to college. 

M: Was it difficult for your brother, as a younger brother to someone like 

yourself, was there greater pressure on him than you imagine there was on 

yourself? Did your parents place greater pressure on him in the sense that--

D: He was equally as bright--

M: In other words, they were as relaxed and lackadaisical about where, 

whether he applied to two schools or not? 

D: He applied to two schools, I think. I think the pressure was pressure 

that had nothing to do with my folks, the pressure of being second child. 

There are a lot of things I didn't do well, but nobody reaeabared those. We 

always would ... why-don't-you-do-what-your-brother-did kind of thing. He was a 

better athlete than I was. In high school he was fully as capable. That was 

a blessing in a sense, because we both could have done a lot of things and do 

them fairly easily. So there was not that kind of pressure. I don't know 

what ay folks would have done if they'd had a child who was not academic. My 

J10ther would have done pretty well; but Dad would not have done well. 

M: You were active in the debate tea in the Teaple in your high school 

years. Was your Dad in any way ... He didn't follow you here or there when 

you debated? 

D: He didn't follow ae here or there for anything. 

M: I' ■ trying to find s011ething, s011e extracurricular activity that you were 
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involved in that parents sometimes go and watch their kids play little league. 

D: There was nothing. He'd go to Teaple picnic and watch the baseball game. 

Be would take us to the Thanksgiving Day, and then we had the sU111111ers. That 

was really it. We didn't ... I don't rEaellber his ever coaing to anything we 

particularly did. 

M: What about your 110ther? 

D: When we took 11t1sic lessons and had a piano recital, Mother came, and that 

kind of thing. 

M: I ■ean, she had tiae to--

D: Yeah, and she took a lot of, took up a lot of slack. There is no question 

about it. You know, you can't be galavanting around the country, particularly 

in those days when air travel was relatively difficult, and--

M: It's not just travelling around the country, it's all of the local 

speeches that he would give. Every high school graduation and church and 

group, I mean. There wasn't really time to be home between the Temple and 

national and local activities. There wasn't much time left over. 

D: There wasn't. 

M: There was Shabbat. 

D: But he also was... He never ... I don't have any sense of his bringing 

whatever his probleJIS were home. When he was with you, he was with you. 

That's my feeling. Be rarely ... He was not a talker with me, even when I 

becaae, worked with hi■, and we'd go to lunch together. If I finished, I'd go 

through a list of things I wanted to do, or wanted hi■ to know, and then 

there'd be silence. Be didn't probe into my life or give ae advice as to what 

to do, how to do it. 

M: Later on, which I don't want to talk to you about today, but later on, for 
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example, when you're in college, in the correspondence he would raise national 

and international issues at so■e length with you. 

D: Um, hmm. 

M: Maybe the distance helped in this. 

D: Well, that's also not personal. 

M: Yeah, they were as if he were writing to anyone. 

D: My freshman year at college I received two letters, first year of college 

received two letters from him, both signed "Your loving father, Elizabeth 

Rice." 

M: I've seen one of those. 

D: He was perfectly content, and there was a sense of reassurance in this, to 

say you can do it yourself. Do it. He didn't hover; at no stage in my life. 

M: Was he affectionate? 

D: Yeah. He didn't... He'd see you and throw his arms around you and hug 

you. 

M: Did he kiss you frequently or hug you frequently? 

D: Hug. He was affectionate. There was a lot of aniaal instinct in hi■, and 

he cared differently, you know. He watched, but he didn't say J1Uch. And I 

didn't give hi■ much trouble. I was one of these good kids growing up, 

unfortunately, or fortunately. 

He liked the sense of a spacious house. He was not a collector of any 

kind, except for books. Material possessions had no aeaning for him qua 

possessions except books. Books, books and 110re books. But the fact that 

there was a lovely house, that there was a, in a beautiful part of town, that 

he could provide for his wife, his children, iaportant things. My ■other 

didn't have a ■ink coat, and, but that wasn't his way. But we had the 
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schooling we should have and we had the lessons we should have, and they were 

able to take the trips they wanted to take, and travel well. 

M: Dick Hirsch. There's someone I interviewed that was very helpful. Dick 

Hirsch in Jerusalem said they belonged to a Conservative congregation in the 

late '30s, and then they joined here, but he said his family always described 

your Dad as an aristrocrat. 

sense of that? 

Now, I mean, it's just a word, but is there . 
lS a 

D: Well, I think that, and you asked me earlier about the place we lived in 

Bratenahl. That was kind of the aristocratic Jewish place to live. 

M: And that may have--the Bratenahl residence had something to do with this. 

D: It's not aristocratic in the sense of disdain for the lower classes. I 

mean, if there was anybody who was, in the 20s and 30s, fighting for labor and 

all these things, it was ay Dad. 



June 24, 1987 

~r. ~1Altk Lee Raphael 
2 0 31 E'ever ly Road 
Coluirti us, Ohio 43221 

Dear ::ark: 

UNIVERSITY CIRCLE AT SILVER PARK • CLEVELAND, OHIO 44106 • 791-7755 
BRANCH: 26000 SHAKER BLVD. • BEACHWOOD, OHIO 44122 • 831-3233 

It was qood to hear fron you and to knoT that 
tl e book is for all intents an ~urposes finished. Do 
you as yet have a publication date? I would like to 
have you lecture here close to that date. It vJould te 
good for sales and it ould be good for the congrcqation. 

I have had a hard surruner. 
I 

eye infection which has persisted. 
is not as easy as usual. 

I car.1e back with an 
I plug along but it 

Adele joins _ .. e in sending best Fishf'S to t,inda 
and yourself. 

.;)incerely, 

Rabbi Dan,,1 J. Silver 

DJS:mt 



• 

') : , v, £ HOLMES & MEIER PUBLISHERS, INC. 
- - IUB BUILDING 

NEW YORK AND LONDON 30 Irving Place, New York, N.Y. 10003 
(212) 254-4100 Cables: Meiholm Newyork Telex: 236845 

March 13, 1989 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
26000 Shaker Blvd. 
Beachwood, Ohio 44122 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

It was helpful to speak .with you on the phone recently 
regarding matters related to Marc Lee Raphael's book 
Abba Hillel Silver. Perhaps I can just confirm a couple of 
the points we discussed. 

1. The book will be published and available by the 
date of the annual meeting, June 2, 1989. 

2. We will be sending you, nearer the time, 500 copies 
of the flier for the book for distribution at the 
annu~l meeting, or as appropriate, and 2,000 copies 
for inclusion with your bi-monthly membership mailing. 

3. You indicated that the Temple might take copies of 
the book itself to sell, if we could offer a discount 
higher than 20%. We would in fact be able to offer 
a discount of 30% (off a list price of $34.50). 
Would the Temple therefore be interested in 
placing an order? 

We look forward to staying in touch about this project, and 
are very pleased that the book is nearing publication. 

Enc. 
BL/jj 

Sincerely yours, 

Barbara Lyons 
Associate Publisher 

Divisions: Africana Publishing Co. International University Booksellers, Inc. 



11 ' l A, :11\K L YO, • 
HOL11 t: •. ~ ltlt i{ PUBLISHING CO, 
-J I;'Y li b PL/ Ct 
1H:.H YOkK / ~' y I 10003 

I ~ l AS D t L I ~ I t D ~~ I l H Y Q U Lt I I t t{ OF . ARCH 15 I 0 
K,JUW I rll\l ··lA C Ltt • APHAtL' ~ BOUK JI LL Bt AVA I LA LE. 
JU1 t 2, 

I APPHt:CIAft YOUR Sf.NRING IHt FLitfS TO US. lHt 
l t: 1\lPLt. 1

,~ ULD Ht IM I t:KtS I tD I ~ Plt\C L~G AN I I I I I AL 
ORDER OF lUO BOOKS. 

Kt.tP ,~tLL I 

~I CtRtLY, 

DANIEL JEREMY SILVE~ 

DJS:MP 



.. 

• 

DATE: 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

4 April 1989 

DJS 

MLR 

Memorandum 

Completion of Manuscript 

Marc Lee Raphael 
History, The O.S.U. 

230 West 17th Avenue 
Columbus, OH 43210-1367 

****************************************************************** 
Message: Now that I have corrected the final proofs and the 
manuscript is being bound for publication in the next month or so, 
I wonder if I might receive the $10,000 we agreed upon in a letter 
you sent me in October of 1982? It is my intention~ as we 
discussed several years ago, to donate ALL of the royalties from 
the book to The Abba Hillel Silver Memorial Archives <or to The 
Temple), and will regularly send a copy of the auditor~s report to 
The Temple in addition to the royalty check. 



u; ~ , 1 , .-, c L ct .1 ) 1 r \ c L 
i 1) { I I 1t V I 'u, 

2:> , It i 1/ i l A t 1Ut 
CJLui jl;~ , Oil 13210-1307 

lJc./ • 'It\ C : 

1 .. 1 Jt J i t' 1 LI ,G' I0 c JY r'J. sr; L1h . 

I tlJ,Jt i r1~ i i it J ~ !, t '\J l 1.) ►, Ii . I r-\! 1rlt 

i tXi i H. 1 I ~l~t I ' , ,I t HICrl YuU ~t i~I 

1\L01 G ~. I i ,1 YJU;{ 0 It. 1 ' t i c. f: Lt HOULiJ 1 t 

C PIIALILcD t,C. 

KttP t.LL A,, 1J I JPc. FO , G, , , ) , t.CtP I I 0, r fJt{ 

YOUR VOLUMt, 

DJS:MP 

tdCL, 

DANIEL J£RiMY SILVt ' 



• l 

·J 

Abba Hillel Silver 

A Profile 
in American Judaism 

Marc Lee Raphael 

HOLMES & MEIER New York London 



Published in the United States of America 1989 by 
Holmes & Meier Publishers, Inc. 
30 Irving Place 
New York, N. Y. 10003 

Copyright © 1989 by Holmes & Meier Publishers, Inc. 
All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted 
in any form or by any electronic or mechanical means now known or to be 
invented, including photocopying, recording, and information storage and 
retrieval systems, without permission in writing from the publishers, ex­
cept by a reviewer who may quote brief passages in a review. 

BOOK DESIGN BY DALE COTTON 

The paper used in this publication meets the requirements of the Amer­
ican National Standard for Permanence of Paper for printed Library Mate­

, rials, 239.48-1984. 

MANUFACTURED IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

f • 



I + 

For Linda 
again, with love 



Table of Contents 

Liu of Abbre11iations xi 
Preface xiii 
Introduction xvii 

Chapter One 1 
Birth in Russia; Youth on the Lower East Side; Zionist 
Activities; Matriculation at Hebrew Union College and 
University of Cincinnati; Student Pulpits and Ordina-
tion, 1893-i5 

Chapter Two 17 
Rabbinate in Wheeling; Defense of Free Speech; Suc­
cessor of Moses Gries in Cleveland; Verdun; Zionist 
Conferences in London and Cleveland; Industrial Con-
flicts; Rabbinate at The Temple; Oratorical Style, 1915-
24 

Chapter Three 49 
Rabbinate at The Temple; Assistant Rabbis; Cleveland 
Politics; Publication of His First Books; Philanthropy; 
Campaign for Unemployment Insurance; Boycott of Ger-
man Goods; Zionist Activities; Western Reserve Univer-
sity and Solomon Goldman; National Exposure, 1925-
37 

Chapter Four 77 
1939 World Zionist Congress; Emergency Committee for 
Zionist Affairs Established; Weizmann Woos Silver; As­
cendancy to the Top of Zionist Leadership; Speeches at 
the Biltmore and American Jewish Conference; Leads 



• -
Contents 

An1erican Zionist En1ergency Council; Lobbies in Wash­

ington, 1939-44 
Chapter Fi11e 97 

Congressional Palestine Resolution; Challenge of 

Bergsonites; Republican and Democratic Party Plat­

forms, 1944 
Chapter Six 117 

Resignation from and Reinstatement to the AZEc; Role of 

Edward R. Stettinius, Jr., Thomas Connally, Robert A. 

Taft and Robert F. Wagner; Conflict with Stephen S. 

Wise and Nahum Goldmann, 1943-45 
Chapter Se11en 137 

One Hundred Thousand Immigration Certificates; An­

glo-American Committee of Inquiry; Truman's Role; 

Morrison-Grady Plan; Silver's Meetings with Ernest 

Bevin; 1946 World Zionist Congress; United Nations 

Special Committee on Palestine; Lobbying Before the 

Partition Vote, 1945-47 
Chapter Eight 167 

Aftermath of Partition Vote; Silver at the United Na­

tions; Birth of the State of Israel; Henry Montor, Henry 

Morgenthau, Jr. and the Jewish Agency Executive Or­

chestrate Silver's Descent from National Leadership; 

Synagogue Politics, 1947-49 
Chapter Nine r· 187 

Rabbi as Teacher, Preacher and "Boss"; Cutaway Frock 

Suits, Starched Collars and Black Ties; Abba and Ginny 

at Home; 1923-63 
Chapter Ten 199 

Support for John Foster Dulles and Dwight D. 

Eisenhower; Conflict with Ben-Gurion; 1951 World 

Zionist Congress; Offered Hebrew University Presi-



Contents 

dency; Reconciliation with Ben-Gurion; Return to 

Scholarship; Death; Legacy, 1949-63 

Statement of Sources 

List of Oral lnter11iews 

Notes 

Index 

Photographs appear between pages 000 and 000. 

000 

000 
000 

000 

ix 



t 

Abbreviations 

The following abbreviations have been used throughout the notes 
and sometimes in the text: 

AECZA American Emergency Committee for Zionist · 
Affairs 

AJC 

AZEC 

cc 
cw Archives 
CZA 

CZD 

czs 
Corresp. 
ECZA 

EK Papers 

FAZ 

HM Files 
HU Archives 
HUC 

10 Papers 

JAE 

JE 

NG Papers 

American Jewish Conference 
American Zionist Emergency Council 
Chamber of Commerce 
Chaim Weizmann Archives (Rehovoth, Israel) 
Central Zionist Archives, Jerusalem 
Cleveland Zionist District 
Cleveland Zionist Society 
Correspondence (Abba Hillel Silver Papers) 
Emergency Committee for Zionist Affairs 
Eliezer Kaplan Papers ( Central Zionist 
Archives) 
Federation of American Zionists 
Harold Manson Files (The Temple, Cleveland) 
Hebrew University Archives 
Hebrew Union College 
Israel Goldstein Papers (Central Zionist 
Archives) 
Jewish Agency Executive 
Jewish Educational Alliance 
Nahum Goldmann Papers (Central Zionist 
Archives) 
New ludas! NJ 

OCUI Ohio Commission on Unemployment Insurance 

xi 



Abbreviations 

PC 

PDC 

PRF 

ssw Papers 

SU 

TWA 

UAHC 

UC 

UNSCOP 

wzo 
ZOA 

ZOA Archives 

n.d. 
n.p. 

xii 

Personal Correspondence (Abba Hillel Silver 
Papers) 
Palestine Development Corporation 
Palestine Restoration Fund 
Stephen S. Wise Papers (American Jewish 
Historical Society, Waltham, Mass.) 
Samuel Ungerleider & Co. 
Temple Women's Association 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
University of Cincinnati 
United Nations Special Committee on Palestine 
World Zionist Organization 
Zionist Organization of America 
Zionist Organization of America Archives (New 
York) 
no date of publication 
no place of publication 

r-



+ 

Preface 

In biography you have your little handful of facts, little 
bits of a puzzle, and you sit and think, and fit 'em together 
this way and that, and get up and throw 'em down, and 
say damn, and go out for a walk. And it's really soothing; 
and when done, gives an idea of finish to the writer that is 
very peaceful. Of course . . . it always has and always 
must have the incurable illogicalities of life about it. . . . 
Still, that's where the fun comes in. 

-Robert Louis Stevenson to Edmund Gosse 

Despite the fun of biography, there are hardly any scholarly studies 
of twentieth-century American rabbis. Solomon Goldman, Jacob 
Rothschild, Eliezer Silver, Milton Steinberg, Stephen S. Wise, and 
two or three less well-known men have found biographers, but the 
total is barely ten books. Even if these men were representative of 
the thousands of other rabbis whose careers have not yet been 
investigated by scholars, we would still know very little about the 
rabbinate in America. 

No claim will be made in the pages that follow that Rabbi Abba 
Hillel Silver (1893-1963) is "representative" of the American, or 
the Reform, rabbinate, because few pulpit rabbis had as he did the 
manner and bearing of an Old Testament prophet, few have repre­
sented world Jewry at the United Nations, headed national Jewish 
organizations, or had both streets and a city in Israel named for 
them. 

Silver had dark, piercing eyes, a lively sense of humor, and an 

xiii 
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almost legendary grasp of facts and the ability to memorize. An 
immensely learned man, he was one of the greatest orators of this 

. century; his deep booming voice filled large synagogues and theaters 
and his books as well as his sermons reflect immense reading, 
especially in several branches of Hebraic literature. It could not be 
said of him what James Russell Lowell once wrote about Emerson, 
"that people do not go to hear what Emerson says • so much as to 
hear Emerson, "1 for Silver dazzled with his style but also informed 
with his content. Like many other gifted men, he could turn with 
equal ease to his peers or to his congregants. He focused his whole 
attention on whatever subject he was concerned with, but he saw 
his primary role as a rav, a rabbi. Of course, any part of his 
rabbinate would reveal only a part of the man, just as any one 
sermon or book will reveal only part of what he wanted to say. That 
is why I will look carefully at his Zionist ideology and his eating 
habits, his politics and his humor, his friends as well as his enemies. 

Silver was a dominant and magnetic figure, a teacher, preacher, 
pastor, celebrant, executive administrator, and an active member of 
the economic and political life of his community. Because many 
functions of his rabbinate have been performed over and over by 
countless other rabbis whose names remain unknown beyond the 
synagogues they served or at most the communities in which they 
lived, one modest goal of this study is to learn more about the 
various dimensions of the American rabbinate. Just as Silver rushed 
home each week from lobbying on Capitol Hill or at r.the United 
Nations (arguably making his two most enduring contributions to 
Jewry) to teach and preach to and marry and bury his congregants, 
so my narrative will return from Europe, Palestine, New York, and 
Washington to The Temple in Cleveland. 

One recurring danger of biography is that the reader becomes 
engaged as much with the biographer as with his or her subject. 
This is frequently the result of what Freud noted in his biography of 
Leonardo da Vinci: biographers become "fixated on their heroes in a 
very peculiar manner. "2 Reading Boswell's Life of Johnson or Stein's 

xi11 
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' Autobiography of Alice B. Toklas teaches us as much about Boswell 
and Stein as about their subjects. I hope that this is rarely the case 
here. The biographer must to son1e degree identify with his or her 
subject; how otherwise to reexperience Silver's feelings, his prob­
lems, his struggle? But I never met Abba Hillel Silver, I never heard 
Rabbi Silver speak, I had no conscious preconceptions about hin1, 
and I never imagined writing his biography until I happened to visit 
the remarkably preserved Abba Hillel Silver Archives at the temple 
in Cleveland in 1983. I was overwhelmed by the quantity and 
quality of the extant sources, excited by the challenges of biography 
and by the naive optimism that I might come to "know" another 
person (people are surely unknowable to others and probably to 
themselves), and I was encouraged by Daniel Jeremy Silver, Abba's 
son and the senior rabbi of The Temple. 

I have constantly kept in mind the advice of Leon Edel, Henry 
James's biographer, and probed beneath Silver's captivating rhetoric 
for the essence of his character. I have carried a sense of skepticism 
and sedulous inquiry into my conversations with one person after 
another, people who bestowed enormous amounts of adulation on 
the man, and I tried to remain "sympathetic, yet aloof, involved, 
yet uninvolved. "3 Silver seemed larger than life to many who knew 
him only from the distance between pulpit and pew, and I have 
tried to humanize him as much as possible. 

Neither Daniel Jeremy nor his brother Raphael has read a word of 
this manuscript prior to publication or offered anything but cordial 
help when asked. John Grabowski and Judah Rubinstein first intro­
duced me to Cleveland; Miriam Leikind shared with me her vast 
knowledge of Cleveland Jewry and the Silver Papers; librarians and 
archivists, including Claudia Fechter (Cleveland), Esther Togman 
(New York), and Michael Heymann (Jerusalem) provided assistance 
whenever asked; the staff at The Temple was always pleasant and 
helpful as I conducted my research; G. Micheal Riley, dean of the 

. College of Humanities at The Ohio State University, graciously 
'. permitted me a leave of absence for two quarters to facilitate my 
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Cleveland research; and various persons in the Department of 
History and College of Humanities cheerfully typed and retyped 
this manuscript. The staff at the University of Kent, Canterbury, 
and at Mishkenot Sha'ananim, Jerusalem, made the bulk of my 
writing as pleasant as possible. Marc Beckwith, Michael J. Cohen, 

, Evyatar Friesel, Jeffrey S. Gurock, Jonathan D. Sarna, Kenneth J. 
Weiss, and Steven J. Whitfield each read and commented on at 
least one chapter of this book; their suggestions have improved the 
manuscript considerably. 
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DR. MARC LEE RAPHAEL 

2031 BEVERLY RD. 

COLUMBUS, OH 43221 

DEAR MARC: 

JONE 6, 1989 

I WANT TO THANK YOU FOR A PERFECTLY WONDERFUL TALK 

FRIDAY NIGHT. IT WAS WELL DELIVERED AND WELL RECEIVED 

AND FULL OF INFORMATION. MANY THANKS. 

I HAVE NOW FINISHF,D ABOUT 190 PAGES OF YOUR BOOK AND 

FIND THE HISTORY OF DAD'S ZIONIST ACTIVITIES EXTREMELY 

WELL DONE. HOWEVER, I AM TROUBLEO BY THE WAY IN WHICH 

YOO TREAT, OR FAIL TO TREAT, MY MOTHER. FIRST OF ALL, 

HER FAMILIAL NAME WAS GINX, A DIMINUTIVE OF VIRGINIA, 

NOT GINNY. THEN, TOO, YOU DID NOT INTRODUCE HER 

UNTIL THE LATE 1920 1 S AND THEN ONLY IN TERMS OF SOME 

INVESTMENT PROBLEMS THAT THEY FACED. I FOUND LITTLE, 

IF ANYTHING, ON THEIR ROMANCE, HER FATHER WHO PLAYED 

A GREAT ROLE IN MY FATHER'S LIFE, AND OTHER SUCH 

THEMES. MORE IS THE PITY, BOT THIS DID NOT PREVENT 

ME FROM ENJOYING THE BOOK. I ONLY WISH YOU COULD HAVE 

BEEn MORE SUCCESSFUL IN INTEGRATING THE PRIVATE PER­

SONNA AS WELL AS THE PUBLIC ONE. 

IF YOU WILL SEND ME A LIST OF YOUR EXPENSES I WILL 

BE HAPPY TO REIMBURSE YOU FOR THF.M. I HAVE SENT A 

CHECK TO YOUR AGENT FOR THE FULL AMOUNT REQUESTED. 



• 

KEEP WELL. I HOPE TO SEE YOU SOON. 

SINCERELY, 

DANIEL JEREMY SILVER 

DJS:MP 
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TWO ZIONIST 

HEROES 
The Labyrinth Of Exile: A Life 

of Theodor Henl 
By Ernst Pawel, Farrar, Straus, & 

Giroux, 554 pp., 1989, $30.00. 

Reviewed by Eric Blau 

Author Ernst Pawel dedicates his 
Labyrinth "To the spiritual heirs of 
Ahad Ha-am," an implacable enemy 
of Theodor Herzl and his cause. The 
author concludes with the statement: 
"He (Herzl) was the first Jewish 
leader of modern 
times. Thus far the 
only one. Those 
who came after 
him were politi­
cians." 

These are Ernst 
Pawel 's bookends. 
In between lies The 
Labyrinth Of Exile, 
a maze of com­
plaint. Pawel por­
trays the founder of 
political Zionism 
as a neurotic Jew­
ish Attila the Hun 
who would brook 
no opinions, facts, 
or opposition in his 
remorseless drive 
toward a Jewish Theodor Herzl 
State. Herzl is 
denigrated as a sexually immature, 
untalented playwright with an unre­
solved Oedipal Complex. 

In his quest to diminish the his­
torical Herzl, the author has availed 
himself of all the standard and much 
of the ancillary research material on 
Theodor Herzl so that Labyrinth of 
Exile is replete with historical data 
and fact. But the Pawellian method is 
almost comical in its inept psycho-

OKS 

logical thrusts. Here is an example. 
The author studies a studio photo of 
Herzl at the age of six. He writes: 
" ... (a) Hungarian Little Lord 
Fauntleroy ... a vision of conspicuous 
if pathetic elegance ... a grotesque 
pose for any six-year-old boy, but 
struck here with remarkable aplomb; 
the boy seems totally at ease with the 
world and already somewhat dis­
dainful ofit." We are regaled with the 
sexual life of the young Herzl: his 
attempts at female conquest, his thrill 
at the sight of a bit of blue garter, his 
acquiring sexual knowledge in 
brothels, his gonorrhea. The point of 
it, according to Pawel, is to show how 

Herzl's sexual 
life affected his 
political life, 
while at the same 
time allowing 
that it is a most 
difficult thing to 
connect sexual 
behavior with 
politics. 

Pawel devotes 
much space to 
proving that 
Herzl was a sec­
ond-rate play­
wright. Yet, 
Pawel must know 
that this was 
commonly ac­
k now ledge d. 
Even Theodor 
Herzl knew this 

and touchingly says in his diaries that 
he will not be remembered as a play­
wright but only as a politician. 

So why the emphasis on Herzl as 
a playwright? Because Pawel wants 
to establish that Herzl's approach to 
world affairs and to Zionism, and 
especially to the first Zionist Con­
gresses, was only theatre, and second 
rate theatre at that! 

Pawel claims to be searching for a 
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balanced view of the father/founder 
of the State of Israel. But his pas­
sionate dislike of Herzl is almost 
palpable. Pawel would have us be­
lieve that Herzl's towering accom­
plishments were mainly the result of 
his enormous charisma, powerful 
oratory, and imposingly handsome 
figure. Could these be the qualities 
that had won him the respect of the 
heads of so many states and the hearts 
of the Jewish people? 

Georges Clemenceau was not 
alone in declaring, "There are plenty 
of men of talent in the world. Men of 
genius are rare .... Such a man was 
Herzl. ... All the ancestral disqui­
etude of Israel expressed itself in 
him." 

Eric Blau, an author, poet, playwright, 
and novelist, has written a musical 
theatre work about Theodor Herzl. 

Abba Hillel Silver, A Profile in 
American Judaism 

By Marc Lee Raphael, introduction 
by Alexander M. Schindler, 1989, 

Holmes and Meier, 282 pages, 
$49.50. 

Reviewed by Lawrence Bush 

Marc Lee Raphael's biography of 
Abba Hillel Silver is an effort to 
detail the career milestones, the char­
ismatic strengths, and the personal 
foibles of this militant Zionist leader 
who held the pulpit at The 
Temple (Tifereth Israel), 
Cleveland's largest synagogue, for 
nearly half a century. Rabbi Silver's 
ability to galvanize Jewish and non­
Jewish public opinion along pro-Zi­
onist and pro-Jewish statehood lines 
during and immediately after the 
Holocaust years was central to the 
establishment of the State of Israel. 

Prof. Raphael has been diligent in 



his work and has 
produced a lively, 
chronological ac­
count of the high-
1 i gh ts of Silver's 
career, from the fu-

rious politicking Abba Hillel Silver 
that went on within 
an American Jew-
ish leadership made desperate by 
Nazi predation in Europe to Silver's 
vaunted oratory (though, oddly, the 
author chooses to quote only sparsely 
from Silver's many significant 
speeches), honestly reporting both 
the admiration and profound am­
bivalence that many of Silver's con­
temporaries felt about his aristo­
cratic, even tyrannical, leadership 
style. Raphael's book is less success­
ful, however, on two fronts: in its 
effort to provide a psychologically 
probing portrait of its subject, and in 
its failure to provide much in the way 
of historical context to deepen the 
reader's interest and comprehension. 

The first weakness can be attrib­
uted, perhaps, to Silver's seeming 
lack of public or private self-exami­
nation. Despite an abundant public 
record-including an extensive 
Abba Hillel Silver archive at The 
Temple-there is little personal ma­
terial in his own speeches or writings, 
and most of his compatriots and inti­
mates seemed too awed by Silver to 
examine him with a probing eye. The 

~ author's second failing, to provide an 
adequate historical setting for his 
anecdotal detail, is neatly compen­
sated for by Rabbi Alexander M. 
Schindler' s introduction. 

"The backdrop to Silver's period 
of greatest leadership," writes Rabbi 
Schindler, "was .. .the annihilation of 
European Jewry in a shockingly brief 
period. Against such a backdrop, 
none but the martyrs of resistance 
seem to be of adequate stature. At 
best, the heroism of American Zion-

ist leadership is ob­
scured for us by the 
kind of raw, rude, 
contentious politics 
in which they 
participated as 
midwives to 
the diplomatic 
birthing of the State 

of Israel. At worst, American Jewry 
of the period is viewed as impotent or 
even as criminally culpable in its 
inability to halt or even slacken the 
genocidal onslaught." Here Rabbi 
Schindler directly tackles the dis­
comfort that the reader must feel in 
being exposed to the bitter feuding 
among Silver, Stephen S. Wise, and 
Nahum Goldmann that Marc Lee 
Raphael details. 

The introduction also adds infor­
mation about Silver's role as a Zion­
ist within Reform Judaism, focusing 
on a 1935 debate before the Central 
Conference of American Rabbis in 
which Silver urged the abandonment 
of the anti-Zionist plank five of the 
Pittsburgh Platform. Within two 
years, the Reform movement re­
sponded to the demands of history by 
affirming "the rehabilitation of Pal­
estine" as "a center of Jewish culture 
and spiritual life"-an evolution that 
enabled Reform Judaism to remain in 
the mainstream. 

Abba Hillel Silver's tirelessness, 
eloquence, and moral strength reso­
nate throughout Raphael's narrative, 
but so, too, do the man's arrogance 
and petty-mindedness, focusing the 
reader's interest less on Silver's 
character than on his role in his­
tory-a history of unsurpassed trag­
edy and redemptive drama. 

Lawrence Bush is author of Rooftop Se­
crets and Other Stories of Anti-Semitism 
and the forthcoming Emma Ansky-Levi ne 
and Her Mitzvah Machine (UAHC 
Press), among other books. 
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the desk? That is David Brand," she 
said. No one could have missed 
him-either his yarmulke or his 
beard or the intensity of his concen­
tration as he guided his goose quill 
across the parchment before him. 
Though we were within earshot he 
did not raise his eyes. "One day, not 
long after we received the scrolls, the 
bell rang. I opened the door. A man 
stood there. 'What do you want?' I 
asked him. 'I am looking for work,' 
he said. 'What do you do?' I asked 
him. 'I am a scribe,' he said. It was as 
though he were an answer to our 
prayers." Born in Jerusalem, the son 
of a scribe, Brand, 62, now has been 
working on the Czech Memorial 
Scrolls for a quarter of a century. 

Almost all of the scrolls restored 
for use in religious services have 
found new homes throughout the 
world; those unfit for such use have 
been sent out only for memorial 
purposes. The committee has sent the 
largest number of scrolls to the 
United States, many to Reform con­
gregations; fifty have gone to Israel. 
Once it grants a request for a scroll, 
the committee sends it on "perma­
nent loan," requesting only that the 
receiving institution contribute 
whatever it can to the costs of repair 
and shipping. No scroll is ever sold, 
and none is ever offered to an indi­
vidual. 

Today the Czech Memorial 
Scrolls Centre occupies much of the 
third floor of Kent House. Opened in 
July, 1988, it houses a permanent 
exhibit telling the story of the scrolls. 
It also serves as a research center and 
a meeting place for lectures, semi­
nars, and other Holocaust related 
events. 

This spring the elevator that car­
ried us to the third floor of Kent 
House once again carried us far be­
yond its walls. Munich ... a scribe ... a 

Jewish businessman ... a synagogue 
in Prague ... a Yiddish novelist. .. two 
Jewish travelers-all were now 
somehow clues in a special mystery, 
bound together by 1,564 Torah 
scrolls. 

Wandering once more among the 
racks hidden in the shadowy dark­
ness, I stopped at last before scroll 
#570. For the Nazis it had been 
#54034. I read the legend on the 
yellow tag, Aeltestenrat der J uden in 
Prag. Zentralmuseum, "Council of 
the Elders of the Jews in Prague. 
Central Museum." Snatched from 
the fires of the Holocaust, however 
damaged, #570 still proclaims its 
existence. 

Well over a thousand of its com­
panions have been recalled to life in 
congregations all over the world. To 

the imagination in that darkened 
storeroom, however, the 1,564 survi­
vors of the Holocaust, and witnesses 
to it, are still gathered in a palpable 
presence. But wherever they are, 
wherever they will be, the Czech 
Memorial Scrolls will forever be the 
bearers of a special message-one 
beyond measure. 

Dr. Irving Abrahamson is editor of 
Against Silence: The Voice and Vision of 
Elie Wiesel. 3 volumes. N.Y.: Holocaust 
Publications, 1985. Westminster Syna­
gogue and the Czech Memorial Scrolls 
Centre are located at Kent House, 
Rutland Gardens, Knightsbridge, Lon­
don SW7 1 BX. The Czech Memorial 
Scrolls Centre (Tel: 01-584-3741) is 
open on Tuesdays and Thursdays, from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and by appointment. 
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HIGH COURT 
REDEFINES 
RELIGIOUS 
FREEDOM 

In a ruling that has alanned reli­
gious groups across the country, the 
Supreme Court declared last April 
that a law that may incidentally bur­
den a religious practice, even if it 
means suppression of a worship ser­
vice, raises no problem under the 
Free Exercise of Religion Clause of 
the First Amendment. Only a law that 
is intended to impede religious prac­
tice, in the view of the Court major­
ity, would be barred by the Free Ex­
ercise Clause. 

• In an opinion by Justice Scalia 
(joined by Chief Justice Rehnquist 
and Justices White, Stevens, and 
Kennedy), the Court rejected a claim 
by two American Indians in Oregon 
that their use of the drug peyote as 
part of a required religious ritual is 
protected by the First Amendment's 
religious freedom guarantee. What 
was so extraordinary about this rul­
ing ( Oregon v. Smith), sending shock 
waves through religious communi­
ties of every faith, was its totally 
unexpected, indeed unprecedented, 
scope. 

Until now, it had been settled 
law-or so we had thought-that a 
government action that places a bur­
den on religious observance is un­
constitutional unless it can be shown 
to serve a "compelling state interest." 
Not any more. Both sides in the Or­
egon case had taken for granted that 
the accepted "compelling state in­
terest" standard would govern its 
outcome. Hence it never occurred to 
them to argue its validity. Oregon, 
maintaining that the state's interest in 

AW 
by Samuel Rabinove 

enforcing its drug laws uniformly 
was "compelling," had denied unem­
ployment benefits to the two Native 
Americans because they had been 
fired from their jobs for using peyote. 
The Indians claimed that the state's 
interest was not "compelling," that 
their religious needs should therefore 
prevail. But the majority opinion 
undermined the "compelling state 
interest" test, a result nobody in the 
case had sought. 

Federal law and the law of 23 
states now exempt from criminal 
penalties the sacramental use of 
peyote, a centuries-old practice in 
Indian religious ceremonies. Justice 
Scalia acknowledged that such an 
exemption was permissible, even 
"desirable," as a decision for legis­
lators to make, adding, however, 
"that the First Amendment's protec­
tion of religious liberty does not re­
quire this." In other words, in his 
view, it is up to legislatures to protect 
or fail to protect religious liberty, not 
the courts-and not the Constitution. 
This, of course, leaves re~igious mi­
norities virtually naked in the face of 
legislative majorities. 

Imagine what would happen if a 
state were to pass a law prohibiting 
non-physicians from performing_ cir­
cumcisions. Or a law that would ban 
kosher slaughter as not being hu­
mane. Or a law forbidding minors to 
consume alcohol, with no exemption 
for Jewish families giving wine to 
their children during a Passover 
seder. One house of Missouri's legis­
lature recently voted to move Elec­
tion Day to Saturday, thereby disen­
franchising observant Jews. 

Justice Scalia's opinion drew a 
stinging dissent from three Justices 
(Blackman, Brennan, and Marshall) 
who said that the First Amendment 
clearly did require an exemption for 
sacramental use of peyote, that the 

state's interest in barring it was not at 
all compelling, and rebuked the ma­
jority for scrapping the "compelling 
interest" test. Justice O'Connor 
agreed only with the result of the 
case, but strongly disagreed with the 
majority's reasoning. She found that 
Oregon did have a "compelling inter­
est" in curbing drug use, but viewed 
the majority's rejection of that stan­
dard as "incompatible with our 
Nation's fundamental commitment 
to individual religious Ii berty." J us­
tice O'Connor went on to say: " ... the 
First Amendment was enacted pre­
cisely to protect the rights of those 
whose religious practices are not 
shared by the majority and may be 
viewed with hostility." That is why 
an exceptionally diverse coalition of 
liberal and conservative Christian 
and Jewish groups is trying to get 
Congress to overturn the Court's de­
cision in Smith. 

Of equal concern is the Court's 
recent decision in a case (Board of 
Education v. Mergens) in which it 
upheld, on free speech grounds, the 
Federal Equal Access Act of 1984, 
which requires public secondary 
schools to allow student religious 
clubs to meet at school on the same 
voluntary basis as other non-curricu­
lum related clubs. A school need not 
permit any student activities unre­
lated to the curriculum, said the 
Court, but if it does, the school is 
required by the Act not to discrimi­
nate against any student group on the 
basis of its religious, political, or 
philosophical views. Thus, for the 
first time in history, the Court ex­
pressly alJowed religious activities to 
take place in public schools. 

The Equal Access Act was a long­
sought goal of the "Religious Right" 
after the defeat of its earlier efforts to 
bring school-sponsored Bible read­
ing and prayer back to public school 
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Palm Springs, California, January 29, 1985 
Dr. Iving M . . Liebow, M.D., discussing rPJDinescences and reflections on 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

My first memory of him will tell you nothing of him as a person. 

I simply remember him as my mother's younger brother whom my mother 

had along on a vacation when he was vacationing from school. I was 

then a very young child, perhaps three or four years old. I remember 

the incident.; T remember nothing else about it. And that's all I 

really remember until later in my life when I was away at school, at 

which time I was very well aware of the fact that he was a very 

important person in the Jewish movement. I saw him once or twice in 

Philadelphia when Twas a student at the University of Pennsylvania 

and he came to lecture in town. I remember very well his giving me 

five dollars when 1 called on him, which in those days was a fortune, 

particularly for a relatively penurious student 

MLR: This would hP the lute 20s, the early 30s? 

No, this wnuld have he1-: n the early 30s, because I graduated from 

co 11 <~ge 
. l ').., '{ ,\: ,d ! ! :1 l t , r; (ti l r(', 1 I l y t h(1t T rememhfar until I l 11 . "\.. . came 

to Cleveland a~-; a 111,~ rl i : ·;t I s1 wfr,nt l n s,~p1 Pn&ber of ,31. 

MLil: Let me g"o back. Would he have come to your Bar Mitvah? Is 

that possible? 

Oh, I think he did. I think he and Uncle Max both came. This 

apparently was an important event in the family. 

MLR: But you don't remember him at the Bar Mitzvah. 

Not really. Ah, vaguely, now that you mention, ask whether or not 

he was there, I remember that he was, but that's all I remember. 

Uncle Maxwell was there. That's all I remember. 

MLR: When you went to Cleveland as a medical student, was he 



living on Lakeshore Drive in Bratenahl at that time? 

Yes. 

MLR: Do you remember that house at all? 

Oh, indeed, yes, I do. 

MLR: Tell me something about it, how you remember it. 

Oh, well, I remember it as one of three on an estate belonging to 

a family whose nrun(s I've forgot.t~n--I shouldn't, but I've forgotten 

the name. 

MLH: Gries? 

No, it was not Gries. It was Moss, Herman Moss, whom Danny called 

Memaw, the woman, Memaw Moss. It belonged to the Mosses. Behind them 

was the fenced· · in cstnte of three homes. The westernmost one was 

empty; the Mosses orcupied the middle one; and the Silvers occupied 

the one to the east. Years later they left that home because I guess 

they needed larger accommodations, and moved around the corner onto 

105th Street, a little closer to the lake. That was a huge white 

frame house as I rPn:, •ml >1· r . 

MI.R: !Jo you r Pil"mt,,·r· !h,~ ·;l >' l t of 1 iv int{ in either one of those 

houses? FlorencP H8rnsteiu rPmembers some servants or chauffeurs. 

Oh, yes. Oh, they had very adequate help. I remember a cook; I 

remember Clara who was the maid; and I remember the combination 

chnuffeur-buller. They mnint.ained only one car, a Chevrolet, but the 

chauffeur chauffeured it back and forth so that there was a good deal 

of use out of it. The style of living was that of an affluent 

family. I don't think they were unreasonable about the manner of 

life. I think it was one to which perhaps Aunt Virginia had becOJDe 

. accustomed and one which was necessitated by Uncle Abba's being busy 

-all t.he time and very oft.en away from home. 
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MLR: Were you there for dinner from time to time? 

Very oft.en. 

every Sunday. 

My first yuar particularly I was there for dinner 

MLR: Tell me something about a Sunday dinner at the Silver's. 

Sunday dinner at the Silver's was always a pleasure because the 

cook was excellent. I remember that Uncle Abba savored dishes that 

are traditionally Jewish, perhaps Hungarian Jewish, I don't know. I 

don't think Aunt Virginia cared for them as much, but she would favor 

him every once in a while by having the cook prepare them. Not potato 

pancakes--she mAde her own version of them, like little potato kugel, 

small, little ones, miniature, which were delicious. Dinner was 

always good. Following dinner, I remember, Uncle Abba would give his 

sons their Hebrew lesson. 

MLR: On Sunday evenings? 

On Sunday, well, it was reully afternoon. I would chat with Aunt 

Virginia, perhaps }jsten to some music, and then go home to study. 

Well, I 111 , , t t·l11· .. m ~d· th, · T, ,111 p -!P and would r;o with them in the car, 

and then .I wonld l;d.t' I l ic· str'- t'tcar home. 

MLR: I see. What was Abba like at dinner? Any recollection? 

Would b(~ dominnt.e tt dinner? 

No, no. He was not dominant .Ln the way that I understand he was 

in public. Not at all. Very much a father of the family, with dinner 

very ofteu interrupted by phone calls, almost routinely interrupted by 

phone calls, long- distance phone calls. 

MLR: Do you reme.mber a sense of hUJDor? 

Oh, yes, very definitely, a very definite sense of hwaor. I don't 

• remember now what kind, but he hnd a very definite sense of humor. 
" 
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Dinner was a pl easant affair, I'll say that. 

MLR: Would you -go to the T,.~ple from time to time, to his lecture 

at the Temp]e on Sundays? 

I would go Sundays, not because I'm a religious person--! was 

not. But, first of all, in the beginning because I think it was 

expected of me by my parents and reasonably by the Silvers. I think 

it would have been remiss of me not to show as their new nephew in 

town. But later on I went be~ause I was inte1ested in hearing him 

speak. He could mesmerize you. It was a treat just to listen to 

him. I never h~ard anybody quite like that before. 

MLR: What was it? Was it the message, or the delivery? 

Well, sometimes it wasn't the message, because he would give a 

book review. But he had a deep resonant. voice. He had not only good 

enunciation but good diction- -his choice of words, excellent. I 

always admired a person like that because I don't have that capacity 

myself; I can never \d·i t e Wf·~ 1.L, and T nf-ver had any training in public 

speaking. So J ., I way c.~ adm ·i 1~ t-d som~hody who was that good. He was 

a]so fearless \v't:"n i l <\llll( ' i n p rinc ·ipl1' , and t hat Wfts interesting. 

MLR: Wou 1 d v011 h 1vr• any r 1.:.~co 11 ect ion of this just informally--! 

mean, do you ever rc-•call conversation with him over an issue ... 

No, there wasn't that much time for chatting, really. I didn't 

have it; he didn't hAVP. it. I was there for dinner and to spend time 

with the family, but then his time had to be spent with the boys. I'd 

chat with Aunt Virginia, we'd have a few words afterward, and then I 

was getting anxious about my own books. Because being away for that 

many hours was like cheating; I felt very uneasy. 

MLR: Now you come back a decade later or so as a physician. Does 

• he immediately begin to come to you as a patient? 
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I don't recall that. I don't recall that. Aunt Virginia's 

physician Rt the · time was one of the old-time physicians, Dr. Peskin. 

She remained loyal to him until it was apparent that he was a little 

old, and then she became a patient. He did eventually; I don't 

remember precisely when. 

MLR: Tell me something about him medically. Did he seem to be a 

man 1n good health? 

He was a man in good health. I think he was a man who would not 

admit to illness. He didn't like the discussion of it and had no time 

to be sick. 

MLR: Now, he had an enormous appetite. 

Yes, he did. He enjoyed food. 

MLR: That seems clear from people I spoke to. They recalled late 

evening meals. 

Well, I wasn't with him at those times. I remember he enjoyed 

Sunday dinner very much. 

MLR: Wns yon r f-; <'w.~, . l ii, d h.-• had a weight prob 1 em? 

Oh, I knmv ht· did. H( · \.; · s overwP.i t1;ht. Of course he was. He was 

paunchy. He had th, , thin ·1 t mhs of the Silver family, but he was 

paunchy. 

MLR: Do you think he ever got. any kind of exercise? Was anything 

like that • • • 

I don't think so. 

inclination. 

I don't think he had the time or 

MLR: He probably walkecl a g,Jl•d deal. 

Perhaps so. 

the 

MLR: So you were his physicit1n probably during the 1950s and into 

the early 60s? 
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I think, yes. 

MLR: He died in 1963 . 

Um, hmmm. 

MLR: Mnybe for a decade, or so? 

Oh, yes, I would say so. 

MLR: Did you have a chance to see him socially 

office in that period? 

Not much. I married 1n '47 and I would say no. 

occasions, yes; some of the holidays--! think I have 

that--but basically not. 

MLR: Did any of your children go to the Temple? 

Oh, yes. Both of them. 

outside of the 

Certain family 

some movies of 

MLR: So you would go there for some life cycle occasions? 

Oh, for the Temple ·occasions-­

MLR: Conf:i rmat. ion, or---

The s i.mp l t,) f orma 1 occRs ions, oh, sure. 

confirmC'rl nt th<· T«-·wp . '·'· 

Both my children were 

MI.ll: l>o you l,avc any J"•To l ·1,-.ct inn of S.i lver as a rabbi in the 50s 

that might bt~ di ff'"n ·n!: from the 1930s? 

No, as a matter of fact, my memory 1s that. the times were very 

much the same. He was very devoted to the congregation and also very 

busy with Zionism. And 1 thjnk thnt. combination can be epitomized by 

one--the occasion of my first airplane flight, as a matter of fact. I 

had a phone call from my father early one Sunday morning. Uncle Abba 

was flying to New York on a chartered plane and I could have a ride 

home. I didn't have the money to go home for Easter vacation. But 

here was a free plane ride, and I didn't know quite what he meant. 

But it was a plcine to take him to Newark to welcome Einstein to the 
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United States. Now Uncle Abba would not leave his congregation, even 

for t.hnt occasion. So he was at the congregation, gave his lecture, 

ended the service at the usual time. We dashed out into a waiting cab 

that took us to the airport to a chartered plane; pilot, co-pilot, and 

a hostess and two passengers, and we flew to Newark. It was my first 

flight. I remember it very well for a number of reasons. The flight 

took two and one·-hal f hours. We were met at the airport by a police 

escort and routed in a great big hurry through the center of Newark to 

the Newark Armory where he welcomed Einstein to the United States at 

about 3:15 or 3:30 in the afternoon. It. was wild. So I had a free 

plane flight east, and, not having any money, I had to take the bus 

back, and this was before the Pennsylvania Turnpike. Twenty hours 

coming back over the Pennsylvania mountains. Two and one-half hours 

going, twenty hours coming back. I'll never forget it. 

MLR: Well, do you remember anything--

But, to me ·it (~pi t.omi ?.<-~s his sense of responsibility to the 

congregation and yt•t hi s- ·-dP.vot .ion is hardly the word--but, well, his 

de vot ·ion t o 7: . 1;iL~ 11: ; 1;d, i thi11 I<, probably indirectly welcoming 

Einst e in ha d t u d·, ,,•i h t! , i:: . 

MLR: Thal. t ii ..ir,c r:icle nnd that whole event is written up in 

several newspapers. 

You're kiddjng! I remember it.; I'll tell you more about it later. 

MLR: No, go ahead. 

No. 

MLR: I'm very fumil_iar with the event itself. Now, on a plane 

ride like that, would he have conversed with you, chatted with you for 

some of that time? 

I was too ill. I was not feeling good. 
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MLR: From your first plane ride? And the move■ent? 

Or the night. before. 

MLR: What else do you remember about him, now, as a family man? 

I think he was too busy to be the attentive family person in terms 

of being at all 
. occas1ons. H~ was very generous. I remember when I 

ran into financial difficulty in medical school; I needed some money. 

He was good enough to let me have it and refused to accept repayment. 

This was a gift; he made that very clear. It was enough to tide me 

over a very tough spot. My dad was in financial difficulty at the 

time and I was running behind in my room and board at the boarding 

house. Very generous that way. 

MLR: Were you ever together with Abba and Virginia and the boys 

doing anything? 

At dinner. No, not 1n any family outing, but around the home, 

yes. The boys wer·e very young, understand. When I got there as a 

medicnl student. T t td nk DHnny was four or five and Raphael was two or 

three; th, ,,-,:) was no convi • i;11 ity jn the s~nse of playing 

MI.R: T \','as lht11kinl~ uow of thP 40s and tht• 50s. 

In l he tlOs I h'as nh•ay. 50s--

MI.R: We 11 , you camP bnck---

When I came back tho boys were off to college. Danny was off to 

to rabbinical school. They weren't around really. 

MLR: Did you and your wife (~vnr do anything with the Silvers 

socially? 

No. 

MLil: Would you evl~r have gone east for a family occasion of any 

kind? 

Not much during my marriage. 
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MLR: When you were living around Shaker Square in the late 40s, 

he was alrC'ndy living in Shuker Heights. Abba and his family were 

living in Shnker Heights by that time. 

Yes. ThPy moved, I think, during the war, at the end of the war. 

MLR: Would you have gone over to that house from time to time? 

Oh, yes. I lived there, as a matter of fact. When I came back 

out of the army I had no place to go, couldn't find a place to live. 

The mean~st. apartment was hard to find. Aunt Virginia most generously 

invited me to live until I could find a place. I lived there for six 

weeks. As a matter of fact, she found me a place through one of her 

real estate friends. So I lived in that Shaker Heights home for six 

weeks. The boys were there then, but they were still young. Raphael 

was in high school; I think Danny was away at college at the time. 

MLR: Would you have spent. your days at that time looking for a 

place to live or were you working? 

I was in practice ... 

found an apartment down on F.uclid Avenue, and I moved out after six 

weeks. 

MLH: Was this a g~n<•ral prac-t.ice that you had? 

Internal medicine . 
. 

MLR: Did l.he buys come to you? 

No, no, they were pediatric age. Danny became, Danny and Raphael 

became my patients years later when they were grown. 

MLR: Did you remember anythiug about living in their house for 

those six wec?ks? Did you have dinner with t.hem on a regular basis? 
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Oh, every ni,rht.. 

MLR: Any recollections about Virginia? 

Not many, strangely. We had one or two occasions that I remember, 

and I have movies of those, but I don't remember any specific meals 

while I lived there. I remember being there for several occasions. 

Aunt Virgin.ia was t.ood enough to put on the wedding for my baby sister 

in her home. My sister Naomi, Naomi Schwartz, now lives in McLain, 

Virginia. Sometime when you're in we'll go over some of those. 

MLR: Those would be interesting movies to see. 

Mm, hum. You'll see them. 

MLR: That would be a lot of fun. In the evening would you play 

cards, was there any kind of recreational activity? 

No, not that. I recall. I'm trying to remember, but I think not. 

Mostly I chatted with Aunt Virginia. I'm trying to remember Uncle 

Abba those evP.nings, but I don't. 

MLR: Probnb]y busy with some thint r.onnected with work. 

Always. Pb n rH' , , .,1 1~, 
\ 1 ' , • • Vr•ry often away from home. I've 

seen him i n th e• mid:;!. n f ~, '. ~uwldy d i.n11 1 ·r dl t-hat home, get a phone 

of movement was--1 was going to say all-consuming--it wasn't, because 

he made ccrtai.n that his congregation didn't suffer his absence too 

much, but it took up a great deal of- his life. He'd be on the road on 

short notice for two, three weeks. 

MLR: You were never involved in--you never went with him to this 

thing or thnt--

No, no--

MLR: T m~an, t.o a movie·-­

No, sorry--
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MLR: Or to a delicatessan,so■ebody used to go and have lunch with 

him at 105th and Euclid at a delicatessen. 

Well, that was probably from the Temple when the Te■ple was still 

down there. They ate lunch in the area. No, I was never involved ·, in 

that. 

MI.R: Would some of your relatives come to town from time to time 

that might get together with the Silvers? 

Well, I'm trying to remember. I don't offhand. My folks were 

almost never there because they had a new little girl in the family, 

my baby sister. I was 17 years older than she. My folks were not 

there. And Pearl was gone. I don't recall Uncle Max coming. Aunt 

Rose T think on one or two occasions, but that's all. 

MLR: Would your parents ever come and visit you in Cleveland? 

No, they came for my graduation. That was about all. 

MLR: From medical school. 

Yes. 

MI.11: Thn t was ·1 n 1 a I (• ~tOs. 

'r,,.. 
,l I • 

MLR: Do you rf•memh~r Abba there? 

Abba at your graduation? 

No. 

I mean, any recollection of 

MLR: Did you have a litt.le party or something after? 

No. No, I don't remember that either. Well, no, you see, I was 

already interning. My internship began on June 15 and I graduated on 

June 16. 

MLR: I see. You were busy. 

I was busy. I had to be excused fro■ internship to c011e graduate . 

.MLR: Do you remember any of their cars? The Chevrolet. Do you 
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remember ... 

Very modest. It was the standard four-door Chevrolet. Very 

simple that way. 

MLR: Abba usually had a driver? 

Yes, he did. I don't ever remember him driving. 

MLR: So the driver would take you from the Temple to the house 

right after services. 

Right. That one car was very much used. 

MLR: This was an afternoon kind of dinner. I mean, it was a late 

lunch, early supper .. ; 

Aunt Virginia called it lunch, but really it was a Sunday dinner. 

The Temple would he out at what? noon, we'd get in the car, come home, 

sit down. 

MLR: So by the late afternoon you were back home. 

Oh, yeah, I couldn't stand it. 

MLR: So you took n st. r('(°! t car hncl< from the house? 

Yes. 
I liverl five minutes off 105th 

MLR: Uh, huh. 

Do you know where University Circle is? In relation to 105th 

Street? 

MLR: Yes. 

Well, 1 lived one block up from Severance Hall. 

MLR: Off of Euclid? 

Yes. 

MIR: I see. So right across the street from the University. 

Right across the street from the medical school. One hundred 

yards away. 
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about this? This may not be MLR: I see. Did you ever wonder 

something you ever thought about. A number of people are surprised 

that Abba didn•t move to Israel when Israel became a state in 1948. 

Would that be something that you would have ever imagined because of 

his passionate commitment to Zionism, that he might have done? 

Oh, it's conceivnhle. I don't see that ... It's hard to say. I 

would have been surprised if he had, frankly. Here this person was, 

alt.hough not born in the Un·ited Stat.es, reared in the United States. 

His whole upbringing was there; his whole feeling was there. He gave 

of himself 1n the creation of the state, but I don't see why that 

would demand that he move there, give up his U.S. citizenship, or 

necessarily become a citizen of Israel. I don't see that one 

necessitates the other. I never bothered about it. I heard that 

criticism; I never felt that it was justified. 

MLR: I don't mean it any way as a criticism. 

No, I know you, but. others did. 

MLR: I st>e. A numl·af"'l' nf 1·<•lnt· iV<'S •.• 

As a matt 1.->r of L.1,·t, .I I li i nlc B•·n Gurion qut?r:i,~d that, did he not? 

MLR: Yes. 

Anybody interP.sted in Isracd ought to come here. Well, that's a 

little chauvinistic, I don't think that's true. If I give some money 

for, say, national preservation for some building 1n Chicago, it 

doesn•t mean I have to move there. Or if I want to back the 

rebuilding of downtown Cleveland doesn't mean I move out of Shaker 

Heights and move down to central Cleveland to show that I really feel 

it. I don't see that. I think that he might well have been able to 

do less living in Israel than living out of Israel and sti■ulating the 

·interest where he lived for the development of Israel. 
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MLR: Did your dad tall< very much, did your mom or dad talk very 

much about Ahbu? Did you ever have conversations--

No, you see, I left home at any early age. I was gone at 16 and 

for practical purposes never really got hack, perhaps two weeks at a 

time once or twice a year. Went off to college, worked during the 

sUD11Ders; really came home just for the Christmas vacation and the 

Easter vacation. And then off to medical school and never had the 

money to come. T came home that Easter on that plane ride. That was 

my first trip; I didn't have the money to come home at Christmas. So 

I really saw very little of my folks and when I got home that summer 

went off to a job. 

MLR: I was thinking maybe in the last few years, conversations 

with your dad. Even since you've been out in California, would Abba's 

nRJne have come up 1n any .. ~ In talking with your dad, does he ever 

tell you an anecdotP or two or anything about the Silvers? 

No, no, I don't rero]l any. 

MI.fl: Anytltin 1;· 1.' !•; , · , c!ftt' le , vrn 1· wind about Ahba that I'm not 

No, the only thjn1r th,d f r1·meml>er was h·i ~.; g·f•nerosity, uot only to 

me personally but, from what you told me today, to others. I wasn't 

awnre of it to Uncle Mux, to Jack. To my grandparents I was well 

aware of it, becnuse I think ht·: bought them the home and saw that they 

were well ensconced t.her~ and well taken c-are of. I think probably 

aside from the obvious forceful personality, his total dedication to 

both congregation nnd lsrael, would be his generosity. 

MLR: OK. Thanks. 
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