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SHAKER HEIGHTS SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 

SHAKER HEIGHTS CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
1!5911 ALDERSYDE DRIVE 

SHAKER HEIGHTS. OHIO 44120 
JOHN A. STANAVAGI, ID.D, 

PIIINCl~AL October 10, 1965 

Rabbi Daniel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

I am writing to ask it you would be willing to take some time out of 
your busy schedule to come out to Shaker Heights High School to talk to a 
group of students about Judaism. 

Let me explain what we are up to. We have started a new Humanities course 
this year, the first two months of which are devoted to Greek thought and artis­
tic expression. I plan to devote about two weeks between the Greek and Roman 
periods to the Jewish contribution and to Christianity. I will conclude the 
Greek section with a discussion of the Greek religion and some of the inade­
quacies of the Olympian system, which will, I think, lead into the Hebrew 
tradition quite well. The class will be familiar with some of Plato's religious 
ideas (through the Symposium and one or two other dialogues) and Mr. Terence 
Pollack of our own faculty will be talking to the students on "The Archaelogy 
of the Old Testament" on the 4th of November. 

I would like to have you come for two sessions, preferably on Nov. 8 and 
Nov. 10 (Mon. and Wed.) but would leave the dates to your conveniences You 
would have the challenge of giving the students as much of the Hebrew heritage 
as possible in two meetings. 

I should leave it to you as to what material should be stressed. But, if 
it is any help at all, here are several topics which eome to mind: A very brief 
historical account, the Jewish sense of uniqueness, the development of the idea 
of one God, their ethical beliefs, and the Jewish world view. I know each of 
these is a massive subject but I am sure you would be able to put them into 
proper perspective. 

Two classes would meet together and you would be speaking to about 50 
students plus a few other students and interested faculty. They are an alert 
and responsive group and I know they would be most appreciative if you can 
come. The class starts at 12:40 in the afternoon. 

I shall telephone within a very few days to talk with you personally. 

Sincerely yours, 

Kenpon C. Cramer 
Social Studies Department 

P.s. I •anfbe reached at the Shaker Heights High School during the 
day. My ho• pbane 1s Ev 2-0J.52. 



October 12, 1965 

~.. IC.enyon c. Cramer 
R.ker Heights Senior High School 

15911 Ald rsyde Drive 
..,..._-er eights, Ohio 44120 

Dear Mr. Cramer: 

I should be happy to help you out on your ''hot-rod tour" ot 
Biblical Jud sr • nfortunat ly, o t dates you s est, 
Tovember 8 - 10, I will be in San Francisco. e best dates 

for me would be I verr1b " 4 and 5. I lee.vii on the 8th 
and "111 be gone or ten days. 

In order to d in th categories or B1 lical thinking I would 
expect your class to have read Gene 1, Chapte s land 2, 
.,evi ticus 19, Isaiah l, Psalms 19, 23 a.n 139, Job l and 2, 

clessia.st a l and l2 and Song ot Songs 2. I would like to 
pres that this terial has be n read bef e the :firat 
session. 

I also presume that y ur class will have so basic chlTQno­
logf.cal 1nto:rmat1on about the Ancient Bear Eut and real'S se 
the degz·ee to which this thought precede• the tloveriDg of 
the Green c1Yil1sa.Uon. I truat that theae datea are ~ti•­tactory to you. It they are, I should be plNa-4 to be With 
you at 12:1'0 on November la. & 5. By the V&T, hov laag doe• a 
claaa lutT 

It I underatand conectq, theae are not lacturea OI\ Jma1na 
but on ablical.culture and 14-.e. I cpbaaiae t.hia becauae ao 
•111' make the mlatake ot 'belim.Dg t-hat •'m•~ am beglu and end• 1n Blbl1cal th1Dld.ng. 'Dlere 1• a llveq atr11a o~ intellectual 
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developa.m1t traa tboae days to our■• I don't vant yaa,r ■tu4enta 
to believe t.bat I aa pre■enting the modern Jev1ab trw ot 
thought t,o them. Perha,e there will be another occuion tor 
tbia tor tb• at the and ot t.be year. 

DAhIEL JEIUMI SILVER 

DJS:mgm 
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SHAKER HEIGHTS SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 

SHAKER HEIGHTS CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
1 S911 ALDERSYDE DRIVE 

SHAKER HEIGHTS. OHIO 44120 
JOHN A. STANAVAGE 

PRINCIPAL 
921-1400 

KENNETH R. CALOWELL 

MARTIN W. MESHENBERG 

ALBERT SENFT 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPALS 

February 6, 1968 

Rabbi Daniel J. Silver 
2841 Weybridge Road 
Shaker Heights, Ohio 44120 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

Mr. Senft happily assures me you have agreed to serve as our featured sp aker 
for our 1968 Scholarship Key Assembly. I need scarcely add that I share Mr. Senft's 
pleasure in this matter. It will be good to have you with us that day, giving 
recognition to the academic prowess of our best students. Indeed, your words will 
add much to the significance of the occasion. The day should mark a conspicuous 
milestone on the road to ultimate scholarship for these keen young students of ours. 

Here are the vital details of the affair in brief summary: 

Date: 

Time: 

Monday, March 4, 1968 

8:50 a.m. If possible, however, it is hoped all those 
involved in the program will meet in my office not 
later than 8:35, just to compare signals and to agree 
on final details. 

Your address: Twenty to thirty minutes in length, albeit you 
are free to overlap at either margin. The subject is 
to be entirely of your own choosing. 

Practically all the 1200 students in the audience will be juniors or seniors. 
On stage there will be those 74 seniors who are being honored for their signal 
accomplishment in compiling a 4.5 or better average for the seven semesters. The 
words of encouragement you give them will be matched only by the scholarship key each 
will receive as well. 

Aftermath: A reception for our keyed students and their parents will 
follow the assembly. This is to be held in the Social 
Room, probably extending from about 10:00 a.m. (the anti­
cipated close of the assembly) to 11:00 a.m. I cordially 
invite you to attend this reception, although I shall under­
stand if pressing commitments elsewhere compel you to be 
off and flying at the close of the assembly. 

Again, let me say how generous it is of you to give up a busy morning in your 
crowded schedule to share some of your own garnered insights with our young people. 
Your words will not go unmarked, I can assure you. 

Sincerely yours, 

Stanavag 
rincipal 
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February 9, 1968 

Mr. John A. Stanavage, Principal 
Shaker Heights Senior High School 
159ll Aldersyde Drive 
Shaker Heights, Ohio 44120 

Dear Mr. Stanavage: 

I shall be pleased to be at Shaker Heights shortly 
after 8:30 a. m. on Monday, March 4th to speak 
to the honors assembly. You are most kind to 
invite me to the aebeequent reception but will have 
to be off rather quickly. 

With all good wishes, I remain 

Sincerely, 

DANIEL JEREMY SIL VER 
DJS:rvf 
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JOHN A. STANAVAGE 

PRINCIPAL 

SHAKER HEIGHTS SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 

SHAKER HEIGHTS CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
1 !5911 ALDERSYDE DRIVE 

SHAKER HEIGHTS. OHIO 44120 

921-1400 

March 4, 1968 

Rabbi Daniel J. Silver 
2841 Weybridge Road 
Shaker Heights, Ohio 44120 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

KENNETH R. CALDWELL 

MARTIN W. MESHENBERG 

ALBERT SENFT 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPALS 

Any words of mine, eloquent or slew-footed, of appreciation 
would be completely superfluous, would they not? {Though hopefully 
not posthumous, except as regards my new lame-duck status.) The 
sincere, genuine, and surging applause that followed your remarks 
is testimony enough to the impact you made on you~ young people. 
Furthermore, your quick and certain rapport with the teenager is too 
established a fact to require any verification on my part. 

Professionally, as principal of Shaker High, I do thank you for 
helping to make this affair of ours one of the finest in the history 
of the school. And personally, as a deeply concerned, struggling 
educator and human being, I thank you for affording me a few deeper 
insights into the turmoil of our times. 

It was a pleasure sharing the stage with you. 

JAS:hc 

Stanavage 
rincipal 
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March 6, 1968 

Dr. John A. Stanavage 
Principal 
Shaker Heights S nior High Schonl 
15911 Aldersyde Drive 
Shaker Heights, Ohio 44120 

Dear Dr. Stanavage: 

Thank ycu for your most kind note. It as a great 
pleasure to be with you at the Honors Convocation. 

By the way, congratulations on your exciting new 
assignment and appointment. I wish you all n1anne r of 
good lack at John Carroll. 

Sincerely, 

DJS:mgm Daniel Jeremy Silver 
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and 

i■agining more etately mansion• for their dwelling. ~ tt g 1 et s 1 •■. 

From Plato•s philo1opher•a Republic, to the utopian i■land1 ot Sir Thomae 

Moore, to our contemporary vision of a aore abundant co unity capsuled in 

the President•• image of the Great ociety • the literatur of th world, 

our politioal thought and our philo■ophy hay been enriched by many a 
. 

Yilion splendid. 

Ia there 1117 baai■ in tact tor these ha hopes or are thy sheer 
Jfv.s T 

tanta■y? · Do th,y teatity to our ability to c• 1 nit• ingenuous illusion, 

or are the7 a tribute to the reach and range ot our vision? B way ot answer, 

I would place before you this morning the two Utopian rlsions presented to 

u1 in our Bibles that ot Paradise and that of the PrOllised Land. 

I would k 7ou to notice how differently the Bible treats each. In 

the beginning there va1 the Garden of den - a Utopia. It was a en 

place or many pleasures. It va1 a aradi•• where every want and need waa 

•ply and ettortleaal7 1atiatied. nd then, the serpent bepiled ~., and 

!w oomd Adam, and they ate or tti. forbidden fruit and they vere xiled 
o,' A ic.\ .. 

trm Paradi••• ot onl;y wre they banished frCII tMir garden, but the 
~ 

Yerdiot vaa irreTooable. The Bible tell■ ua that God placed an an,ello 



sentry with a brandiahed avord at the gate that ncne lllight re-enter. The 

g tea o! aradi•• were locked •hut. It 11 •• it the garden had n nr been. ,~ . 
aw, of cour •• there vaa no Oarden of Eden. Th• story is o••r11dodz•wt . 

. of .i,1 1a1gaag1111fl JI Lil. Yet it ia drawn out of 11&n' a experience. What 

-is de b t the dimly remeJlb red, secure delights of childhood? at 11 

... den but nnocence outgrown that can never be recaptured. •~•a 11 •aw. ,t "1at 

is 4mpl-ireit ie□•••••• tdtb ukfski •• ••,••• ffl'l 2 81la1 11 'Mllll'ft~ 'p!rlae. 

re all born nto .,den or so it aeema, in retrospect. • grov up. 

s we grow we eat, as did Adam and e, of the tree ot 

knovled •• Our eyes are opened. W• ••e death. We notice pain. We note tba 

my t r · oa mathematics or 11!• - hov aome die young, that the good are not 

alwq r wai .. d d. We are tormented and ve exile our1elv•• tr011 Ed n. The 

fit. • e ti. child pulling the wing fr the liring butterfly and ve 

1 • the child ·man tora nti11g hie weaker neighbor J N ~ ij ,. N ~ \ ~ • 

• cannot atop p-ovth. W• oan ot pre•ent being banilbed fr011 the 

nur ery, and ao inevitably ve are pu■hed out into the real world and the 

gate of aradiae are looked tight. e can never return. Paradise 11 a 

place ot no return except in the halluoinationa ot madneaa. We muat 11•• 

in th world aa it is. The nuraery world where everyone live• happily 

ev raft r 1 a world bud ■olely on innooenoe or illu1ion. 

1'AIPI l■llti 2111 I ■•: ■: 11 le• 

51 ply thi, that theN 1• no tair7 godfather and that there ii no good vitoh 

ot th a1t. All of our Cindenlla 1torie1 an nothinc aore than projectiona 



of urgent longing• - inaubetantial - unreal. Do not depend in your livea 

on I bolt of lightning out of the blue - on a lliracle. Life must be 

lived within th• ter111 of the poaaible. • cannot change our akin. e 

cannot exchange our ■ex. • cannot change the facts of our birth. • 
t.. A. ~ ~, A t N ' ~ 

cannot multiply th reach of our talent. • must 1 arn to live with the 
/\. 

world aa it 11. We must learn to live vi.th ouraelvea as we are. 
It 

it ia natural to dre • Every •n daydream■ o"-a..111111•■ 
T t.,~,.. I 

yet it 11 not vie• to lin er akh in a fairytale heaven. It ve do each 

dAy beoo•• a prolonged deepair. ach experience plungee ua deeper into 

r mor••• There are no street■ that are pav d with gold. Our street are 

littered am retuae-lad~n. In the r al world all people are not lik our 

, 

parent• - sveet and loving and reaeonabl. People are quixotic. ch ha• 

hie own diepoaition and each ha• hie own ambition. Th real world ia our 

world. We ought not apin for ouraelvea a world auch fine fancy that it 
. 

de1tr07a our ability to enjoy that which w e re l y have. For there is color 

and excite•nt, love and tenderneaa which can be ours in the here and now. 

lu t." ~ t, r" 1~.,-r' 
A Rabbi h•• •• ,.,, ... lhL Y1cdsn ,. 11 iP";illlllt1 

the ••cret of happinea■ 11 our ability to accept oircumetanc. You do not 

need to be a Nobel laureate to make a contribution ~o the on-g~ing progr••• 

henen, thoae wonderful ethereal melodie■ which aoaae to ua from a neYer-

n Ter land of ■any delighte, where all tba lonelin••• of th11 lite 11 •--• 

hov torsotten in thunderou■ ap laue and where all fruatrationa of thia llf• 



l 

t~int,o 1olden auoc•••• V• all dreaa - to lift 11 to dream. But, w 
' -oannot. li'N in our dN-. DNud.ng, w destroy 1uch hap in••• u oan be 

ov■• Par, our dre ... place our &11b1tiona too high. Oar dr•-• cauae u 

to lift b7 a atandard whion w oannot aohieYe. Our dreau drain frOII .u1 

ti. 307 1;11 ewr,,tv things. You do not ha-.e to ■it in a •••t ot pOlfff in 
• " .. , order to ll•• uaetull7. You do,not need to haYe •ualtd walth ar be . ·. • . . ,,. 

pre1ident of a giant oorpora~:l.an in order to be ■eoure. Yet, it 7ou are 

~pd by ■i&Ob a fantuy, it ~t giYe■ you no peace - tbart 11 no peace. 

Enough 11 nner en~. You do not need the beauty ot a V•rm• in order to 

n loYed and to ~• love. Beaut7 i■ an iwr ~•o• ot a h1111•n bein1 at 

peao• 111th hill•~lf. And 7et, if you are caught up with •me adole■cent . 
conjuration of beauty vhat peace oan be 70ur1T What low can be 7our1T ,, . 
Whatever p-aoe 1• 7our1 by birth will neYer be enoqh. We nat 1.tarn to 

liYe with the vorld that 11 oar■ • 

Tha beginning ot viad011, 
,,,,- . 

.... •• •$ I l baniabllent ~ ParadiN • ~e be ginning of Vi■dOII 11. a 111.llinc• 
• ''4; 1'1- c- \v-.A • ~~- Wl" "' ~ /4. H n••• to Uw, llilproteatiql7 in th• world ot death and ot pain, in the world 

" iil whioh Mn are ' lea■ than angel■• The beginning of vi1de11 11 a vill1Dgne11 

to live in \hi■ vcrld vithou~ rep-et, to aooept it tor what it 11 •d to 

••ek to ■ak• it an e-.en better place. 

Th• 1ate1 ot Paradi•• an locked. Tb• Oreek ward •utopia• ••na •no 

• plaoe.• There 11 no Paradi ... 

Paradiae 11 looked tight, but the 1ate1 ot the Praaiaed Land an opea. 
. I • 'h "~ 

A.t th• l>•~niDI "ot ..- hiaton God oowaanted vith Abrab•, •Litt. 11P 7ov 

ey•• and look about tbi1 place tor all the land vbiob tbs Helt to th•• I 

11111 giw it and to thy ••ed after th•• u ·an eternal S.nberituoe.• TM 
• A \\tP 

toou■ el a ■ long hiatory 11 th• de•ir• to be on the land, t.o poa•••• U. 



land and to build upon it a prOlliH equal to tha ble111ng. Patriarch• •­

to the Roly Land and "'117 paatured their tlooka there and o•ped there. 
l',N f:> 

They left. the lud only when they had been dr1wn oft by droqht • ., tudn• 

...nt 1 t'ln £1111&:•u rock Nl$ll1t 11122 t ••• but alV&J• they returned. w. ver• 
,.~ I\ r~---1 

raroeab}T reatra1ned troa the land b7 .::}. en1laff•nt in E17Pt. • \ier• 

depr1Ted ot the land tor ■U17 oenturi••• 

..-~tfliliilii•ta. Then o•• Mo••• vho led the people baok to the .-. ■- ot . 
pr,aai••• It, , haa often been in..- hi1tor7, u it va1 under Joahua. +11,n 

an4' I "a I I. tll ■ 1- JI &• llJ under the Jud I and under 

~ ~ "4f , "'- ' ' • ,, .a t "'" I 

Kinp, 7 . 128 .kiJ}\1 lJ ghad•ra rill Pc !l .. ._ itl 

There are ICM cyni.01 vho· 1a7 that the andon Hqpe, All I• Who 

Enter H•r•• 11 inacribed owr the arcmiay ot birth. Throuch th11 rlaion ot 

the Pr0111 aed Land MIi! Bible argue• that lite 11 southing ■ore than a barren, 

dittioult anterpriN. There are hope• that do CCIN true. There are dreau 

that oan be realised. It aq take tort7 year• ot ~lder11111 wandering to 

. . 
OOM to tb• Praaiaed Land. It may take oentm-1•• ot h\llan undertaking to 

~ 

build a hip oiril11atioa, but the land 1• there, civilization can be 

built, the prca1•• aan be ••tabliahed. 

Bs J 111 our hope tor • prOlld.aed land •• 1 al I 11 ti sz■rSfflll llr Pl It la 

Id. thin tiae and plaoe. We dr•• ot Para.di•• vhln we drear. ~t l• ortallty, 
. 

•-thine ....,O.libl• to ■an. • dr•• of the Prolli.Hd Land wban .. deTot• 
. 

.ar••l••• to tba bialin11cienoe1 and •••k within th• teraa ot our ■ortality 

\o lnoreue Ull1 ■ eaj~•nt of th• 7ear1 wh:1.oh are by Goe!'• deoi1i •• 
V• c1re.- of Pvadi•• vhen ve cir•• ot a world ot aain\17 people, a varld when 



•••ryone 11 creat d attar our i■agined 1 age. e dream of the Promieed Land 

vbiln • dre• of building the welfare of the home, when v e1tabli1h ju tice 

within the eocial lite. Paradi•• ie an ethereal pl ce. The r 1aed Land 

11 thia place. 
• j' 
• ' viah,we pray, dreDI of a certain ecope ot our kill•. viah, 

pray, lie dre tor a ea1 t Sb place of re pect i o •• It 11 

good to dreu - it we rein in th••• dream within th• realm of the po11ibl. 

• ar uant to h••• a Ti■ion 1plendid tow rd which ve guide and focus our 

energies. A grand dream ennoble•, but too grand a drea enfeeble•. Too 

p-and a dr•• beooaee an illne11, a mania. It de1troy1 lif • It doolls our 

etforte before ve undertake th••• We beoome like Icarus of GNek leg rid. 

You N11e11ber the an who built hi■Mlf crude vinga of vax in order to fiy to 

the aun. Re roa• a rev mil.ea and then the heat ot the at11101pher• burned 

the wax and he plunv.ed headlong into the Aegean ea. Our dream• need to be 

oon■tructed of the ■tuft ot lite. They need to e 1f1.thin th reach of our 

talent, and within the tacts of our aircuM1tance1. We cannot change what 

w are. • oannot endow our■elTe■ with talent• we did not inherit. But 

w oan hone the 1ld.ll1 that our oure. • can uae the power• which are oura 

efficiently and the•• powers are 1 rgely 1uftic1ent. 

To le d • good lite, to contribute to our world, to know loYe, to know 

reapon1ibilit7 ii to 11:Ye •igni.f'icantly. The Pr011i1ed Land 11 tact not 

fancy. ..,,;r;. Proa11ed Land vaa theira. They liftd in citi •• They bllilt 

high it■ palaoe1. They leTeled it■ roada. They fana d it hill idea. 

o-an wa1 their• but de1pite their h~• 1 t- va1 not the Pr011iaed ·Land. 'Me 

"You hne apoiled yoar dream. 

rt;: prophet■, oa.-ne a ong tbe and cd, 
,.. ij • 

t1t1 did you tail to underatand that 70• hlll6 

not onl.7 to own th land, cultivate it and ine it• walthJ but t. build 



• lJ 
upon it a ■ociety vhioh ... etohed in deoeno7 and full of ju■tice and of 

treed011. Canaan ia juat another land until 7ou ake it a holy land - a 

land which r•fi•ot• in it1 in■titutione and it1 oiti1en1 God'• law, a didm 

va7, a goodly lite. You haYe been too buay being buay. You haw been too 

b\187 mining the wealth of th• earth, taking in taxe■ and tolls, enjOJing the 

profit of 7our aratta, eating the haryeat of your field■• Thia i■ not thl 

full promise of thie land. Thia land vaa g1 Yen to you tor holy purpose J 

to love the good, to eatabli■h justice in th• gates, to erradioate the in­

ju~tice ot ol••• and of caltJ and what did you do? You bee ... indnlpnt. 

Luxm-y t.m:-n•~ ■OM or you into Yulturea. Indolence ■ade gra11boppera ot 

other• of 7ou. Prosperity penerted 70u. Thi■ land bea••• j9at another 

place. 

The Promised Land 1• geographJ aet tinal7 on epiritual toundatiou. 

Ro aan cOMa to hi• Pr011iaed Land direotl~ by 1ntin1 a ■aterial goal and 

aohieYin1 it. Por what 11 ■ucoe11? What • a I i■ our• it w haw vbat . , 

• 
the world· calla eucce■■ , the tin■el, but in the proae11 w IIW• tarni•h• 

our good nw, or w t12a exhauat• and ~,11110 our health and u ■ ~• ■o 

dr.._ ••~ from our faaili•• that they are alien to ua. What ia the 'firtue 

ot the PrOlliaed Land it it 1• not eatabliahed in freedom? What 1• the nrtue 

ot all of our undertald.n1• it they do not briq 1oodne••· lnto lite? 

Pro 1.ae 

. 
t ae appl7 th••• thought• for a ■OINbt, to our pNHnt 'daion ot the 

Thank God, 

ov land 

mt to pro~d• tor all. Thank God, our ■aohiile 1• 

17 sr••t \o pron.de the ed11oation and the v&1ntn1, the lei■are, 

. . . 
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peraon of another color into re pona1b111t7. There • the oarel••• •n. 

A 1eneration which ha• one to ••ed in the ••arc nev thrill• and exciteunt -

and which ha• given them 10 auob, 

now - now before the battle , .. "IFY••n von, •••n before it baa been joined, 

and I aek -,.elf it ve bay 1tuft to create decency vi.thin the Great 

Society. "Woe unto th in Zion.• What the prophet A■oa . 

told ancient Iarae repeat thi■ orning. 01 warned that they ••r• in 

the PrOlld.eed , but that tbe proad.•• could 11 uil7 (rom their ,raap. 

•taaentati will yet be heard in the atreeta ot Jeru•. unl••• 7ou learn 

. ~ 

i■h ju1tioe in your gate■ , unle1a 7ou an prepared to undertake tha 

N8PODl1b1llt1•• of cOIUllmity and dipity and lhow 7ouraelw1 will~ to . 

1har• and to aacrifi ce. 

Paradi••, there 11 no paradiae. The Pr011i1ed Land - ve are al.moat 

there. It 11 just around the corner - a land fiowing with milk and honey, 

a land vhoN citie1 reach to the heaYena, a land vho1e inatitutiona are 

an pneroua and 11ore gracious than hertotore conoeived by man. Ancient 

Utopian writing did not begin to apprmd.ute today•• reality. Bne ve the 

atlitt her• to 11-.. in and on th• Pr011i1ed Land? Can ve found it ••cur•l7? 

Can we rejeot it• exc•••T I pray • aq. 




