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255 Meadowhill Lane 
Cha~rin Falls, Ohio, 44022 

831-1897 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
2841 Weybridge Rd. 
Shaker Hei~hts, Ohio, 44120 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

Sept. 1, 1988 

This is to confirm the arrangements you made with Mr. Robert Land~raf 

concerning your participation in the program being planned by the Shaker 

Historical Society to pay tribute to certain distinguished citizens of 

Shaker Hei~hts. 

The followin~ information may help you in your participation: 

The planning committee, made up of five Trustees, is making arrangements 

to create a memorial gallery at the Shaker Historical Museum entitled, 

"Distinguished Citizens of Shaker Heights". The criteria for selecting" 

persons to be honored are: 1. One who has made notable contributions to 

society, either locally or nationally, ; 2. One who resided in the City of 

Shaker Heights for a reasonably lon~ period of time;3Dne who is deceased. 

The initial group to be honored consists of Florence Allen, James Lincoln, 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, George Szell, and former Mayor, William Van Aken. 

Every two years additional honorees may be chosen. A framed photograph of 

each will be hung in the gallery with an abhreviated bio.~raphy below it. 

The program to dedicate this gallery will take place in the Van Sweringen 

Room of the Museum on Sunday, October 23, 3:00-5:00 P.M. After the introductory 

remarks, commemoration talks of approximately ei~ht minutes each will be given 

by persons who were closely as ociated with the honorees. This commemoration 

may include a brief bio1rraphical resume, but we trust the emphasis will be on 

the honoree's contributions and personal attributes. 

Because your asnociation with Rab1bi 8ilvor could.: not be closer, we are 

deli~hted that you have agreed to deliver the commemoration talk for him. We 

truly apnreciate this. 

The unveiling of the five portraits will brin~ the program to a close. 

Refreshments will then be served in the Shaker Room. 

If you need further information, please write or call me. (831-1897) 
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The following commemorative talk was 

·delivered by ·Rabbi Daniel J. Silver on 

the occasion of the .induction of Rabbi 

Abba Hillel Silver- into the initial 

circle of "Distinguished Citizen of 

.Shaker Heights" on October 23, 1988. 
1' 

This ·tribute was paid at the dedication 

of the .Memorial Gallery of the Shaker 

Historical Society . 

Temple ·Bulletin 
November 20, 1988 
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Temple Bulletin 
November 20, 1988 

January, 1893 in ·Neunstadt, Lithuania. 

He was the second son of Moses and Dina 

Silver. -Moses was a rabbi who, as many 

did, made his living from a f~ly· soap 

busines~ ·- rather than from. the rabbinate. 

My father came to America in 1902. 

He settled-·down with .his· family in the 

lower east side of New York. It was a 

-hard life. Among other things, the 

family ·made neckties ·to augment their 

meager income. ·My father , remembers 

·the day when he was. charged with taking 

• -a week's work to the jobber. He was 

. •. jumped .by · some ·other . lads and the week's 

• • . work was ·stolen . . This theft left a 

• ·searing · impression on him. His home 

was a -typical Jewish immigrant home -
• •except · ·for several elements . The 

family spoke Hebrew .rather than Yiddish. 
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Temple Bulletin 
Abba Hillel ·Silver, p. 2 
November 20, 1988 

• The family we·re ardent Zionists. My 

father and his friends created the 

first Herzl Zionist Youth Group in 

the United States. It produced plays --
at the Council of Educational Alliance 

in the lower east •side. It is hard 
,t 

· to believe that this young man who 

spent the ·first ten years of his life 

in Europe ·speaking other tongues would 

become one of the great English language -
· orators of .his ·generation. 

· In 1911 my grandfather sent his .sons 

to the Hebrew Union ·College in Cincinnati 

and to the University of Cincinnati. 

This was a surprising · decision since .the 

colleg~ was then the bastion of classica1 

-
reform, ·and Moses · silver was and remained 

an observant Jew. Moses· had recognized 

changes in .the American atmosphere. 

·.America was not a place where Moses and· 

Dina could lead· the kind of lives they 
.. 

wished. So in 1922 Moses and Dina called 

the family together in New York and said 

th t Am (. f . a erica. was or .Americans. B 



.. 

• It was not for them. They wished to 

live in Jerusalem. My father bought 

them a house in Jerusalem where they 

lived happily an observant life until 

their deaths a quarter of a century 

later. 

My father graduated from the 

University of Cincinnati and the 

Hebrew Union College in 1915 and was 

izmnediately appointed rabbi of Eeoff -
Street Temple in Wheeling, West Virginia. 

He served there • for just two years when 

he was called to.Cleveland to .The Temple 

·which was. then, as ·it is now, one of 

the great. pulpits of the United States. 

In 1924 he married my mother, 

Virginia Horkheimer of Wheeling, a 

· daughter .of the Eeoff Street Temple 

•• .:president,· .. and four _years later I was 

-

born, my brother following twenty-two 

months lat8r.~r. S.ilver made immediate 

changes· in the school -curriculum and 

the liturgy. He made greater use of 

Hebrew. 

Temple Bulletin 
Abba Hillel Silver, p.3 
November 20, 1988 

., 

t' 

\l 

• 



Temple Bulletin 
.Abba Hillel Silver, p . . 4 
November 20, 1988 

Many in. the congregation were not 

Zionists yet Zionism was openly 

espoused and discussed ·from the pulpit. 

Dr. Silver had had a profound 

impact on the city and state. Early 
-

on he .had· espoused the rights of unions. 

• He had resigned from the Chamber of I ) 
Commerce over the open shop issue. He 

played a major roll in the passage of 

the first unemployment · insurance compen­

sation act in the state. He helped to 

-found ·. the City Club as a citadel of free 

-

speech. ·In the . early twenties, Dr. S-il ver • 

worked hard with .Justice Brandeis and 

Judge Mack of Cincinnati to develop 

·fundraising .capacities for settlement in 

Israel. · He spoke-loudly and clearly 

of ·the rise of anti-semitism and Naziism • 

in. Europe and in the United States. 

• In the ·19SO's, when John Gunther 

did a survey Qf the cities of America, 

he spoke-of one of the distinctions of 

• Cleveland that it was a city in which a 

rabbi was its most -important citizen. 

----
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He traveled widely in America and in 

Europe.· His speeches w~re much sought 

after by universities,· churches, community 

forums , and the . like. As times became 
.. 

more ·•difficult for Jews in the late 20 's 

and 30's and anti-Semitism was more 

flagrantly .exhibited, not only in Nazi ,., . 

Germany but in .the United States, Dr. 

Silver became a strong . tribune c;>f his 

people. In ··l932 he traveled ·throughout 

the Rhineland . trying .to convince the -

local Jewish population that Hitler 

meant· what he said· and that their days 

were numbered. It was one of the few 

· • times . his oratory · did ·not succeed . 

He detailed for those who would li/sten 

the menace ·of Naziism. As the issues 

became. those of life and death, he 

helped . organize. ·fundraislng agencies-­

the · united. Jewish Appeal and the United 

Palestine Appeal--to off~ relief. 

Temple Bulletin 
Abba Hillel -Silver, p. 5 

November 20, 1988 
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He spoke to thousands in the Temple --
and out, and lent all his energies to 

the anti-Nazi boycott and other such 
( 

·activities. • In the war years he was 

active in the war effort and in Jewish 

causes generally. 
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Temple Bulletin 
Abba-Hillel Silver, p. 6 

November 20, 1988 

In· 1943 he broke with the leading 

Zionists and ·non-Zionists of the day 

on the. issue of territorial rights for 

-

Palestine and the issue of Jewish support 

for the Roosevelt administration. Dr. 

Silver· had become. increasingly convinced 

that Roqsevelt's support for Jewish 

interests ·was a matter more of words 

than of deeds ·-and. he said so. He was 

elected to ·many offices including that 

of the .American chairman of the Jewish 
I 

Agency in which capacity he represented · 

the Jewish people before the United 

Nations. The crucial years between 

1946 and 1948 were years which saw the 

United Nations vote for the partition : :.: 

of Palestine . . Effective speeches ~like 

those of Dr~ Silver, helped carry the day 

for partition. 

•• After the war, ·or. - Silver served 

·Presidents Eisenhower and Kennedy as 

they ·requested. He visited Israel 

.frequently but kept his roots here in 

Cleveland. He died November 28, 1963, 
( 

twenty-five years ago. My mother died 

in 1985. -

-
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Dr. Silver was born .m the .28th of January, 
I • • 0 

1893 in Neunstadt~ Lithuania. He was the·seccnd 
. . 

sm of Moses and Dim Silver. Moses was a rabbi 
. . . . . . . . . . . . 

who, as rrany·dld~ mde hls · living fran a fan1iy 
. . . . . 

soop .business ·rather thJn fran ·the rabbinate. 

My ·father cane to ·Pmerica -ln 1902. He 

settled d~n with his fani1y in the lCMer fflst 
. . . .. 

side· of· Neri York. It was a hard 1 ife, • · Prna,g 

other thirgs., the fanily oode necl{}ies to augnent 
. . 

their rreager incone. My· ·father remalbers the day 
. . 

when he was charged with takirg a week's work to 

the jrober. • He was j unped by sane other lads ard 
. . . . . .:: 

the week's ·work was. stolen. This theft left a 
. . 

searing impression wl th him. . Hi$ hone was a 

typical Jerilsh· imn1grmt hone except for several 

elanents. The. fanily spake HEDret1 rather than 
. . 

Yiddish. The. fanily were.ardent Zionists. My 

father .and his friends created. the first Herzl 
. . . 

Zimist. Yruth ·Grrup in the United States. It 

prOOuced HEDr~ plays at the.Cruncil of Educat1or()l 
. . . 

. :All 1ance.· 1n the lCMer east side. 
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It is OOrd. to believe that this yrung nnn who spent 
. . 

• • the first ten years of his life in Eu rape speaking ot:h u- +on j • 11 c. 5 ~--. • • · · . \......_-------y~:kiiim' wruld becane cne of the great 
• • English language orator$ of his generatioll,f In 

_q - 19ll rrry grardfather sent his sons to the H~rew . ·_ 
Union College in Cincinmti ard to the University 
of · Cincinmti ,· This was a surprising_ decisim 

• . . 

·since the college was then the bastim of clcissical 
refonn., an:f Moses Silver was ard rem_ined an 

• OOservant Jew. !Vbses· had recoonized chrnt1es in the . 
. . 

Jmerican a1Jnosphe.re .. · Jflleri.ca~ was not a place where. 
Moses and Dim Cruld lead.the kird of lives they 
wished, So in ·I922 Moses·and·Dim called the 
fanily tooether in New York and said that Jmerica 
was for Pmericans. It was not for then, They wished. 
to live in Jerusalen, My father brught then a hruse 
in Jerusalen where they lived happily an OOservant 

• . life until their deaths a quarter of a century later. 
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My father graduated fran the University of 
. . . 

Cincinnati and the Hebr·B41 Unim College in 1915 

and WOs imnediat~ly appainted .rcti)i. of EU"St'?eet 
. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . 

Tanpl~ in Wheelim., West Virginia. He served there 
.. 

• I' • • 

for just two years when he .. was·. cal 1 a:i to Cl eve land 
. . .. . . 

• to the T8llple which was then., as it is n°"., one of 
. . - . . . . . . 

the .great pulpits .of the United States. . 
· ~, ., . . , , __ , .. _ .::.. ·- , whu.1, ~ . A. ~Mer 

• • • . V\~U\1A.. ,,.:,nc;nc.M--r-. ~ · ,J) .,j.. "' 

In 1924 he marria:i my mothe~land four years ~: 
. . . . -· . . . ~ ) 

later 1·was ·born., my brother·follCMinQ twenty~two 
. . . 

months · later. Dr .. Stlver. node inmediate·_ changes ... 

-in · the School curriculun arr! fbe Ii turgy. , He nnde 
. . . 

greater ·use· of Hebr~-. fvtlny in.· the congregaticn 
. 

were not Zimists yet Zimism was. apenly espausa:i . 
-.+ 

. . 

In the 1-9:()'s., when John. Gunther did a survey 
. . . . . . 

of the .. cities :of Pmerica~ he spake of .one of t·he 

d.istinctlm of ·Cieveland tll:lt it was a city in 

which a rabbi was i.ts most important citizen. 

Dr .. S.i Iver had had:· a prof oond imixict a, the 
. . . 

city ard. state:·~ Early a, he. hod esPoUsa:i the 
. . 

rights of unims. 



He tud resigned fran the Chmber of ~arrnerce over 

the- apen shap . iss_ue .. ·He played a rmjor roll in 
. . . . . . 

the JXJssage. ·of the· ·first unanplo~t insurance 
. . . . . 

canpensatim act in the state .. He helped to ·foond 
• . . t:1i 1.~., . . 

the·C1ty Club -as a bei1t1¥Cr of free speech. ·In 
. . .. . . . . 

the early twentlesJ Dr .. Silver worked hard with 

Justice Brandeis ··and Judge· f'tlck= of· Cincinnati to 

develap fundraising capacit.ies for settlanent in 
. . . 

Israel. He spake. · lrudly and clearly -of. the rise of 
-· 

anti-sanitisn am Naziisn ·in Eu.rope and in the 

United States. • 
. . 

He traveled widely tn· Prnerica ard in. Europe .. • ... _. 

His speeches were.much srught after. by universitiesJ 
. . . . 

churchesJ canrunity ·forunsJ ard the like. As times 
' 

becane more difficult for J~s· in the late 20's am 
. . • ' 

30's ard ahti-sani tisn. was·. more flagrantly e,xhibi tedj . 

not rnly in-Nazi Gerrrany but in the United .StatesJ -
. . . 

Dr. Silver becqne a stratrtribune of his people. 

In 1932 he traveled · .thrOJQhcut the. Rhinelard try1rg . 

to ccnvince. the local·. Jewish· PoPUlatim that Hitler 
. . . 

meant·- what· he said am -that. ·the.ir days-were.-nUIDered. 
rt &,uM, o~~ .J- the.. ~ +.«\Ls. h·1!> O~:) bJ- not- ~CG&~ 
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He detailed for those who wrul.d I isten the menace 
. . . . . 

of Nazi isn.· As t.he issues becane those of 1 ife 
.. . . . . . gA~L~ __.> 

and .. death~ . he helped organize fundraisirg 1fir.-- -
~ 

. . . . . . . . 

~ -untted J~ish Approl and the .United Palestine 
• • -- .. 

AppealAto ·offer ·relief, He spake to thoosands in 
• the Tanple end oot~ arx:I ljit all his enemies to 

. . 

the ·anti-Naz1 baycott· -arx:1 ·:other· such ·activities. 

In the war ya::1rs he was active in the war effort 
.. 

and in· Je11ish causes general Iy . .. 

• In 1943 he broke· with the · ·leading·· Zimists arx:I. 

nm-Zicnists of the day. a, the issue of territoria.l 
rights for Palestine and the issue ... of J~ish. suppart_. _ 
for the· Roosevelt actntnistratia,, Dr. Silver had 

. . 

. bee.are increasingly -convinced that ·Roosevelt's 
' • suppart · for· J~ish ·· interests was a rootter more of 

words· than ·of deeds. and he said-so .. He was elected 
to roony offices including that of the Pmerican 

chaimm .of the Jewish Agency in which caJXJcity he 
~ i,.r • . 

-represented the J~ish peQJ.le.iil the.United Nations. 
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The crucial, years · between 1946 and 1948 were years 

•which sOflthe·united. Nat1oriS vote for.theJXJrtiticn 
/,1,tl, ~.n ,,f- -;>~· ~~v~ 11,a,r. 

of P<J1est1ne·~- Effective. speeche ·elped ~he 1:!1 
. . . . 

day for JXJrtttia, .. • .· .. 
. . . .. 

• After the war., Dr.· Stlver. served Presidents 

EiSenhOt1er arrl KenneciY as ttiey requested·. He visited 

Israel frequently but· kept hl~ ·roots here in · 
'- · . ' 

. ' . . . . . . 

c1eveland,. He· died.· Novarber· 28J 1963J twenty-five· 
. . . . .. . . . 

ya:irs ag_o . .. My mother died in 1985 .. • • 

.. 




