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Janoary 3, 1974

Mr. Ira Silverman, Director
Institute For Jewish Policy Planning & Research

The Synagogue Council of America
1776 Massachusetts Ave., N. W.

Washington, D. C. 20036

Dear Ira:

Thank you for your letter of December 20. I am delighted that
the Institute will go ahead with a symposium designed to clarify
America's strategic interest in Israel. I think it should be quite
valoable. If it is poesible I would love to sit in.

May I suggest another and related matter. We have received a
namber of reports of meetings of business folk and local chambers
of commerce with Arab buyers or representatives at which the is-
sue of boycott is raised. If the Department of Commerce is present
the United States position on the boycott is made clear ("report
any pressures'). In some meetings businessmen have laughed
when the U.S, position was stated and the Arab spokesmen has
reminded the audience that the boycott is an American invention
(Cuba, Communist Chioa). It would be usefal to know the extent
of capitalation of American companies to this boycott, the pos-
#ible economic consequences for Israel, the political consequen-
ces in America, and the cutoff of fands to our fands. [ understand
that the accounting firm of Arthur Anderson has already sent a
letter to local offices telling them not to give to the UJA and that
similar letters are being circalated by certain banks. It would

be helpfal if this material could be analyzed and the questions of
counter measures, il any, discussed intelligently,

With all good wishes for the new year 1 remain

Sincerely,

Danisl Jeremy Sllver
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INSTITUTE FOR JEWISH POLICY PLANNING AND RESEARCH
OF THE 8YNAGOGUE COUNGIL OF AMERICA 1776 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE. NW. WASHINGTON, D.C 20030 (202) B72 1337

MATICHAL OFFICERS

COMSTITUENT ORGAMNIZATIONS

January 9, 1973

Rabbli Daniel Jeremy Silver ¢ Parn
The Temple ,
University Circle at Silver Park

Cleveland, Chie 44106

Dear Danny:

Many thanks for your December 28 letter regarding Analysis #30,
George Johnson's piece on the significance of new Jewish youth
mOVements .

I am in full agreement with your implied suggestions of goals

for the Institute: hard thinking, hard facts, hard research.

I hope that through commissioned research, through planned policy
task-forces and seminars, and to a limited degree through Analysis,
the Institute will contribute those needed factors to the organized
instruments of the Jewish community.

I see Analysis, however, as basically a journalistic interpretation
of topical issues of concern to the large, mainly rabbinical
constituent-agency membership of the Synagogue Council, As a

brief bi-weekly it cannot provide major in-depth research or
statistical analysis which we trust will comprise the Institue's
main projects. It is designed, rather, to examine issues of
current importance, present the factual situation, discuss

various views regarding the events or facts, and outline factors

or options affecting community policy on the issues.

Johnson's article attempts to do just that. 1 regret that you
think it "smacks of special printing for a cause," for that
certainly was not his intention, I personally think he presented

a balanced description of various views of the significance of

the new student movements. He was not in a position to do original
field research on, as you suggest, statistics of undergraduates
taking Jewish courses - although I agree with you that any such
numbers that he had available would have contributed to the
paper's effectiveness.

If your reading of the facts leads you to different conclusionms
about the significance of these youth movements, and you feel
that viewpoints like yours were not sufficiently treated in

Johnson's paper, I would be delighted to receive your interpre-
tations and consider issuing them in a subsequent issue of

Analveis or Background.




Rabbl Jeremy Silver
January 9, 1973
Page 2

In the meantime, I want you to know that I appriciate your
critical encouragement - and hope that future editions of

Analysis will reflect the kind of competent analysis which
you seek.

AB ever,

A

Ira S5ilverman
Director
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memorandum

o

o SCA Flenum

from \k} Rabbi Henry S5iegman
suect ?J\ )y

Jesus Revolution
ifale

January 18, 1973

I am pleased to send you herewith a set of suggested guidelines
dealing with the Jesus Movement, and more particularly, its
approaches to the Jewish community.

The guidelines were prepared by the Joint Advisory Committee
of the Synagogue Council of America and the National Jewish
Community Relations Advisory Council, and are based on a
draft prepared by Dr. Norman E, Frimer, National Coordinator
of Hillel Affairs for the New York Metropolitan Area.

We suggest to our member agencies that these guidelines be
distributed to their constituents.

Best regards,




SUGGESTED GUIDELINES FOR THE JEWISH COMMUNITY
ON KEY '73

Introrduetion L T

Key '73 having been officially launched on a national scale
with a television special, and other mass appeals being projected,
it is bound to reach an audience that includes substantial numbers
of Jews of all ages.

Many Jewish communities, agencies and institutions have ex-
pressed concern and sought guidance. 1In an effort to supply some
such guidance, a number of experienced community leaders and practi-
tioners in the field have shared their reflections, which are sum-
marized in the guidelines that follow. These, of course, are neces-
sarily general in nature. The specific relevance or applicability
of any of them will vary according to the particular needs of various
communities and their value will depend greatly on their proper
application.

The threat manifest in missionary activities is in part re-
lated to the widespread intellectual and spiritual ignorance of
Jewish values and heritage. We must move energetically to reverse
any possible trend away from Jewish commitment, the ultimate results
of which may be alienation and potential conversion. Jewish com-
munities should encourage parents and youth of all ages towards
more intensive Jewish educational programs.

FIRST, SOME CAUTIONARY COUNSEL FOR ALL

(1} Do Not Overreact

There is just no warrant for alarm. We have some
reports of individual conversion -- and they of
course merit our earnest and active concern --
but no evidence of substantial impact on Jewish
youth.,

(2) Do Not Join in the Numbers Game

Missionaries characteristically exaggerate the
numbers of converts gained. Do not help them by
accepting their figures or by citing or repeating
their statistics, even if they appear in the public
press. There are no reliable figures, only guessti-
mates and generalizations. Our concern, in any case,
is based on the traditional axiom, "Whoever sustains
one Jewish soul is as if he had sustained a whole
world."

(3) Do Not Debate, Dialogue or Argue With Missionaries

Missionaries often seek to engage Jews in public
discussion. Do not be drawn into this utterly
fruitless exercise. Above all, do not invite
missionaries or their followers to address meetings
under Jewish auspices. Such hospitality only gives
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tie missionary cause institutional dignity and
legitimacy. On the other hand, do not publicly
attack or abuse the missionaries: this merely
serves to surround them with an aura of martyrdom,
to our loss. Our essential obligation is to shore
up our Jewishness.

(4) Do Not Be Taken in by the "Jewish Christian" Ploy

Some missionary groups appeal specifically to Jews
with the specious notion that those joining them

are thereby "completed" or "fulfilled" as Jews. This
is patently incompatible with Jewish tradition and
conviction, Conversion to Christianity or any other
faith is an abandonment of Judaism. We must strive,
with loving concern, to restore erring individuals
to their own faith and community.

(5) Do Not Lose Your "Cool™

The style of the Key '73 missionaries is likely to
be cool and affable. Emulate it. When they come

smiling to the door, respond politely -- firmly but
with no recrimination -- "No, thanks, I'm not interested,”

or some brief and definitive equivalent.

SECOND, SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR ORGANIZATION AND STRATEGY

(1) Mobilize Local Resources

Every Jewish community will make its own appraisal
of the challenge posed by missionary activity. Each
will face certain conditions unique to it. Each will
have to assume responsibility for its own reaction,
though national agencies are of course more than
ready to be of assistance. Locally, planning and
organization, coordinated through the appropriate
community-wide agency, must involve all concerned
partners -- federation, community relations council,
rabbinical association, community centers, Hillel
directors, synagogue groups, educators, lay groups,
youth councils, etc.

(2) Get the Facts

Fact-finding is a "must.” This is an indispensable
step. Until the actual situation in the community
has been established, planning cannot proceed in-
telligently. Are Jews, as Jews, being missionized?
By whom, from what centers or sources? In what
settings and by what means -- in schools, through
coffee houses, "drop-in" centers, via the communica-
tions media, prayer meetings, home study groups,
bookinobiles?
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(3) Plan Strategy and Approaches

Assuming the fact-gathering process indicates a
problem regquiring action:

(a) Survey the available resources -- knowledgeable
and experienced personnel, appropriate literature,
suitable facilities.

(b) Priority should go to marshalling individuals --
young and old. Set up a task force of peer-to-peer
as well as adult resource people with some forte or
expertise in this area.

(¢) Very carefully study at fiest hand the needs of
those Jewish young people who are flirting with or
have been drawn into other religious mnvements, and
what they are seeking. Make no prejudgments on these
matters. The Jesus Movement is very complex.

(d) With equal care, plan how to offer a positive
Jewish response to their need anc search. Only
then will it be possible to reach out to them and
to share the needed knowledge and understanding
with others to be trained for further intensive
outreach.

(4) Focus on the Teenager

Not only college students, but those in the high
schools and even in the junior high schools must

be deemed vulnerable. Many missionaries may con-
centrate on teenagers, deliberately using a peer-
group approach, exploiting the unsettled state that
marks the adolescent years particularly in these
times, and the readiness of young people to challenge
any traditional, accepted values. These areas demand
our greatest scrutiny and innovative planning. Our
caution against overreaction bears repeating here.
"Crash programs," counter-crusades, or resort to
gimmickry must be avoided.

(5) Create Opportunities for Youth Participation

Unfortunately those who are confused Jewishly and
troubled personally will not always avail themselves
of the traditional programs conducted in centers,
synagogues, youth organizations and other settings.
Additional ways need to be developed for reaching
out with approaches that truly emable young people
to shape the content, directions and policies of

the programs in which they participate, including
those programs that are regarded by them as not con-

trolled by the "establishment." Spme recently initi-
ated youth and teen programs reflect this approach,
utilizing informal settings such as storefronts and
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coffee houses, providing opportunity for "rapping"
and for meking contacts with other youth. Such pro-
grams are consistent with the long range goals of
reaching youth, providing a Jewish setting in which
they can relax, meet other Jewish youth, "shmoos"
and talk seriously with warm, sensitive, responsive
and skillful staff -- including staff of their own
peer-groups. Experimentation with innovative and
ereative approaches to opening channels of partici-
pation by our youth must be given high priovity.

Conclusion

All Jewish agencies and institutions, of course, share a basic
obligation to support and conduct positive programs == both formal
and informal -- of Jewish culture and Jewish education, with outreach
especially to youth of high school and college age.

It is not our intention at this point to provide you with
informational materials and precise recommendations for programmatic
activities. In due time we shall have suggestions for specific
activities, including innovative and experimental projects that are
now being tried out, e.g., appropriately planned coffee houses where
young people can come for an informal "shmoos;" a local telephone
"hot line," manned by trained communal leaders and youth who can
speak warmly and helpfully to youngsters who need love and under-
standing. Indeed, you might indicate what you think is needed in
this urgent area of concern.

The actual value of these guidelines for any particular area
can only be determined by experience. For this reason it is essential
to maintain a strong liaison between the local communities and national
agencies. A constant flow of information will not only allow for the
revision and updating of these guidelines but also enable each com-
munity to benefit from the experience of others. Do therefore keep
us informed on developments in your bailiwick and let us know just
how we can be helpful.

National Jewish Community Synagogue Council

Relations Advisory Council of America
National Jewish American Association B'nai B'rith
Welfare Board for Jewish Education Hillel Foundations

and the constituent national organizations of the NJCRAC and the Synagogue
Council of America:

American Jewish Committee
American Jewish Congress
B'nai B'rith-- Anti-Defamation League
Central Conference of American Rabbis
Jewish Labor Committee
Jewish War Veterans of the U.S5.A.
National Council of Jewish Women
Rabbinical Assembly
Rabbinical Council of America
Union of American Hebrew Congregations
Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of America
United Synagogue of America
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r SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA
432 PARK AVENUE SOUTH
NEW YORK, N.Y.

MINUTES

PLENUM MEET ING

December 6, 1972

PRESENT :
Rabbi Irving Lehrman, Presiding
CCAR: Rabbi Irwin Blank
RCA: _ Rabbi Abrsghem Averach; Raebbi Marvin Goldman;
Rabbi Paul Levovitz; Rabbi Walter Wurzburger;
Rabbi Israel Klavan; Rabbi Louis Bermstein
RA: Rabbl Irving Lehrman; Rabbi Saul Teplitz;
Rabbl Gerald Wolpe; Rabbi Hillel Cohen;
Rabbil Mordecal Waxman; Rabbl Arthur Talmadge
UOJCA: Morris Dershowitz; Rabbi Elkansh Schwartz
UAHC : Rabbl Balfour Brickner; Marvin Bralterman;
Dr, William Grolsser; Mr. Irving Gruber;
Bertram Kramer; Rabbl Robert Marx;
Seymour Sima
Us: Moses Hornmstein; Dr, Ruth Waxman; Samuel
Rothstein T
STAFF : Robert Colemanj Lilli Chertoff; Ira Silverman;
Rabbi Henry Siegman '

Rabbi Irving Lehrman opened the meeting and welcomed Rabbi Louis Bermstein,
President of the Rabbinical Council of America who, together with him, had
attended a meeting in Israel of the Conference of Presidents of Major _
American Jewish Organizations., Rabbi Lehrman congratulated Samuel Rothstein
on his election as President of the World Council of Synagogues, He also
welcomed Marvin Bralterman of the UAHC Religious Action Center in Washington,
D.C., and Rabbl Hillel Cohen of the Rabbinical Assembly.

1 COMMITTEE ON FILM AND BROADCASTING

Rabbi Balfour Brickner, Chairman of the Committee, reported on a meeting held
between representatives of his Committee and Thomas Swafford, Vice President
for Program Practices at CBS, on Tuesday, November 2B. Attending on behalf
of SCA were Rabbi Mordecai Waxman, Rabbi Hillel Cohen, Rabbi Fabian Schonfeld,
Rabbi Elkanah Schwartz, Rabbi Jules Harlow and Miss Susan Malinowitsz.

The Committee described in detail the reasons for its request that the show
"Bridget Loves Bernie" be taken off the air. Mr. Swafford indicated that CBS
raceives numerous requests from different groups, representing ethnic, religious,
and political constituencies, demanding that certain shows and/or themes be
removed from the air., He suggested that as TV moves away from meaningless
programming into some of the real issues, it is bound to provoke complaints

from various segments of the population, He said that CBS could not cancel

the show because of what he considered to be the injurious long-run consequen=
ces, i.e., capitulation to pressure groups. He expressed understanding for

our point of view, and discussed measures short of cancellation that might




lepsen the offensive character of the show, One of the points discussed
was the possibility of not rerunning the more offensive shows in the series,
He seemed to agree that this could be done, (Since then, the most offensive
eplsode in the entire seriec, depicting the actual intermarriage, has been
rerun). While neither side retreated from ite position, the meeting ended
emicably, and it was agreed that further coatact would be maintained,

Rabbi Brickner reported that he received a call the following day from

Ben Epstein of the Anti-Defamation League and learned from him that hie
organization met with Mr. Swafford immediately after we did., 7 was agreed
that henceforth we should coordinate our approaches to CBS. Mr. Swafford

apparently did not promise ADL anything more thaon was indicated to the
SCA commlttee.

Rabbi Brickner added that the Catholic Committee on Film and Broadcasting
has been alerted to our concern, and they probably will be sympathetic to
any request we make of them.

Rabbi Ger::'d Wolpe suggeoted that we inform other networks of our opposition
to "Bridget Loves Bernie" so that similar problems with them be avoided in
the future. PRabbi Hillel Cohen said that the only satisfectory solution is
cancellation of the series =~ realistically for next year, since this year's
filme are already 'in the can'. He urged that pressure be placed on the top
officers of CBS (Woocd and Paley), and on the oponcors of the show.

Irving Gruber dissented from this policy. He mainteined that the program
could have no great lmpsct cn intermarriage. On the other hand, the censor=-
ship we sesk to exarcise does violence to ths principle of free aspeech, It
ia one thing to object to a show, it is another te exercise cenc. nhip. Im
the long run it is we, as e minority group, who will suffer most from the
precedent we are satting,

Rebbi Henry Slegman soid that strictly spesking, the issue of ceneoxrship
applies only to government. It 15 no vieclation of the constitutional
principle of free spooch if citizens threaten to withhold their business from
a firm which advocates views thet they find offensive,

Rabbi Mordecal Wamman suggested that we alert our constituents to the
objectionable nature of the show, and that this action would be sufficient.

Morris Dershowitz moved that a letter of protest be directed to Screen Gems,
producers of "Bridpet Loves Bernle' and to the advertisers, and that coples
of these communicetions be ge.® to the constituents of the Synagogue Council
of America. Mr. Mooes Hornstein amended the motion by adding that our agencies
be asked to pass on this infoirmation to their members throughout the country.
The motion and amendment were secounded.

Semuel Rothstein suggested that the motion should be withdrawn and that agencies
do what they consider proper on the basls of the committee chairman's report.

Rabbi Walter Wurzburger stated that while the suppression of ideas is generally
undesirable, there are obviously ecircumstances which make it necessary. We
must therefore deal with the problem not as an abstraction, but in terme of

the specific gains and losses involved in this particular case. Rabbl Louls
Bernstein stated that the isoue of intermarriage is a serious one, and the
right of protest is fundsmental.

The motion by Mr. Dershowitz was carried. The Flenum also instructed the
Committee on Film to meet with the sponsors of the show, the Proctor & Gamble
Company, to persuade them to remove their sponsorship from the show.

IT COMMITIEE ON SOCIAL POLICY

Rabbi Robert Marx reported that the proposed statement on affirmative action
and quotas 1s now in conference. There will be a meeting in a few weeks to
determine if differences dividing several of our agencies can be resolved.
He expressed the hope that a common position would be worked out and that a
statement be resubmitted to the Plenum shortly.
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Rabbi Marx reported that the subject of citizen's surveillance has been
discussed at several meetings of the Committee, The committee has heard
experts on the subject, including Professor Milton Konvitz of Cornell
University and Bernard Fishman, a prominent attorney and Frofessor of
Clinical Peychiatry at Albert Einstein College of Medicine. A subcommittee

has been appointed to draft a statement expressing the SCA's concerns in
this area.

The committee considered the issues involved in the Cesar Chavez lettuce
boycott and the Farah labor dispute in Texas, The committée decided that

the Farah strike does not pose any fundamental issues of social policy,

and that we therefore not issue any statements on the subject. The lettuce
boycott does pose such issues, and Rabbi Marx submitted a resolution proposed
by the committea,

Rabbl Brickner suggested that the resolution be strengthened by inserting a
requast that congregational caterers not be permitted to use non-union lettuce.
Rabbi Louis Bernstein questioned the realism of the amendment. On a vote on

the proposed resolution and the E;&nﬂeﬂ amendment , four agencies voted in
favor and the RCA and the UOJCA abstained.

Rabbi Lehrman introduced Marvin Braiterman, who represents the Synagogue
Council of America in Washington on legislative matters. Mr. Braiterman
analyzed the implications of the national elections and the legislative
activity that can be expected from the 93rd Congress. (A separate written
report by Mr. Braiterman will be circulated to the agencies).

Rabbi Henry Siegman suggested that Mr. Braiterman submit to the Committee on
Social Policy specific recommendations based on his analysis,

111 INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

Rabbi Saul Teplitz reported that the Committee on International Affairs has

been exploring ways in which the SCA can appropriately mark Israel's 25th
anniveraary,

The Committee has been informed by the Department of State that our govermment
has a treaty arrangement with the Soviet Union which permits the appointment
of an American rabbli to serve American personnel in Moscow, The Department

of State invited the Synagogue Council of America to designate a rabbl teo
serve in that capacity. The C ommittee is exploring this matter, will comsult
with our comstituent agencies, and will report back to the Plenum,

12/72




/ SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA
432 PARK AVENUE SOUTH
NEW YORK, MN.Y. 10016
MINUTES

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

January 3, 1973

PRE SENT :
Presiding - Rabbi Irving Lehrman
CCAR? Rabbi Irwin Blank; Rabbi Joseph Glaser
RA: Rabbi Irving Lehrman; Rabbi Judah Nadich
RCA: Rahbi Solomon J, Sharfman; Rabbi Emanuel
Holzer; Rabbi Walter Wurzburger
UOJCA: Julius Berman} Rabbi Reuven Savitej
Rabbi Elkanah Schwartz; Harold Boxer
UAHC : Harry Gutmann; Robert Adler; Samuel Brodsky
Us: FPhilip Greene; Morris Laub; Moses Hornstein;
Samuel Rothstein; Arthur Levine; Jack Stein
STAFF ; L1114 Chertoff; Robert Coleman; Ira

Silverman; Rabbl Henry Slegman

Rabbi Irving Lehrman opened the meeting and welcomed Rabbi Reuven Savite,
the newly appointed Associate Executive Vice President of the Union of
Orthodox Jewish Congregations of America. He congratulated Harry Gutmann
on his election to Chalrman of the Board of the Union of American Hebrew
Congregations, He congratulated Jack Stein, President of the United
Synagogue, on the recently held meeting of the Conference of Presidente of
Major American Jewlsh Organizations in Jerusalem.

I  INTERRELIGIOUS AFFAIRS

Rabbi Walter Wurzbwrger, Chairmen of the Committee on Interreligious Affairs,
reported on the Reassessment Conference held on December 7. He said that
the Conference achieved one objective -- it provided a new look at Jewish-
Christian relations. The report by Father John Pawlikowskl was particularly
helpful in that it pointed out some major problems within the Catholic Church
which make it difficult for the Church to deal with Judaism, In general,

{t would seem that the enthusiasm for interreligious relations that once
prevalled is considerably diminished, The Committee om Interreliglous
Affairs will exsmine the proceadingns of the Conference and based on its own
reactions to these proceedings, will submit reccmmendations to the Executive
Committee concerning policy and program in this area.

Rabbi Irwin Blank said that hn was distressed by the negativism that
characterized the presentations. Thore seemed to be ne inclination to
examine sericusly any of the statcments by Protestant and Catholic groups
over the years, and no readiness to acknowledge any positive results from
these relatioms.

Rabbi Wurzburger and Rabbi Siogman beth observed that while many of the
speakers expressed considerable skepticism, they were by no means entirely
critical, Milton Himmolfarb, Marahall Sklare and Rabbi Jacob Agus all
spake positively about the intorreligious rnterprisc,

Rabbi Sisgman reported on consultaticms that wern keld recently by the
International Committee for Interreligious Comsultations and the World
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Council of Churches ih Geneva, and representatives of the Vatican in

Karsallles. A writtén report on these two conferences will be eirculated
to the members of the Plenum,

-

II  INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

Rabbi Irving Lehrman reported that the Ccrmittee on International Affairs

ie exploring the possibility of holding a special conference to mark Israel's
25th anniversary on the theme of the religlous implications of the re-
establishment of the State of Israel in our time. The suggestion fof a con=
ference on this theme was made by Rabbi Pesach Levovitz, whe thought that both
Jewish and Christian religiocus persomalities in Israel might be invited to
participate in the conference. Rabbi Lehrman asked whether April 9 or May 14

were good dates for the proposed conference. The Plenum recommended that the
conference be held on May 14,

Rabbi Lehrman urged members of the Executive Committee to attend a farewell

dimmer being given by the Conference of Presidents in honor of Ambassador
Rabin on Wednesday, January 17,

III AGENDA PROCEDURES

Mr. Berman stated that at the December meeting of the Plenum, a resolution
propesing a Lettuce Boycott had been presented for discussion and adoptionm,
although neither the agencles nor the members of the Plenum had been given
advance notice that such an item was to be placed on the agenda, nor had the
resolution itself been circulated prior to the meeting,

Mr. Berman alsc noted that in connection with the vote on the Lettuce Boycott
resolution, the Orthodox Union representative had stated that he was "abstaining"
to enable him to consult with his Agency, but, unfortunately, the vote had been
recorded as a simple "abstention," thereby not affording the Orthodox Union

an opportunity to take a position on the resolution after consultation,

Following the meeting, when this was pointed cut, the Orthodox Union was
informed that it was too late to reglster its position on the resolution, since
those who recorded the proceedings did not understand the UOJCA was requesting
time for consultation and the resolution had been released to the press and to
Cesar Chaves,

Mr, Berman requested that in the future, agenda items which require action by

the Executive Committee or the Plenum be circulated to the constituent agencies
of the Synagogue Council, as well as the members of the Executive Committee or
Plenum, as the case may be in advance of the meeting. In cases where the
Executive Committee or Plenum are asked to vote on & resolution, the text

of the resolution should be circulated to the sgencies in advance of the meeting.

The only exceptions to this procedure should be cases which, in the opinien
of the President, are of an urgent nature and require the immediate attention
of the Plenum or the Executive Committee.

Mr, Berman also suggested that 1f an agency decides to "defer" rather than to
"abstain" on a vote, this should be taken to mean that the agency 1s asking
for time to consult with ite officers, that ite decision on the vote is to

be deferred until that time,

Rabbi Lehrman accepted Mr, Berman's recommendations, and sald that these
procedures would be adhered to in the future,

Under "Good and Welfare,” Rabbi Solomon Scharfman asked what we are doing
about "Key 73" and related cvangelistic campaigns, Rabbi Siegman reported
that the Joint Advisory Committee of the SCA and the NJCRAC prepared and
distributed a statemont alerting the Jewish community to the problem and

oz iy zpatione o ar e ret addressed itself fully

LT e SA A8 T
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to this issue, Mr, Moses Hornstein called attention te a full-page ad

by a missionary organization calling for the conversion of Jews, which
appeared in the National Jewish Post and Opinion,

Morris Laub stated that we are In danger of exaggerating the impact of
these evangelical campaigns and of efforts addressed specifically to Jewa,
While they certainly should not be ignored, neither should they be
exaggerated.

Rabbi Walter Wurzburger also expressed concern about possible overreaction
to these manifestations, He stated that we have no right to deny Christians
the freedom to evangelize, as long as no coercion is involved. He said

he was not sure that a pagan secular America is not & greater threat to
Judaism than a Christian America, To the extent that these efforte remind
us of the emptiness of Jewlsh life in the United States, they are perhaps
all to the good.

Rabbi Lehrman asked Rabbi Wurzburger to convene his Committee on Interreliglous
Affairs to study the matter and come back with recommendations to the
Executive Committee,

Rabbi Joseph Glaser asked that at the next meeting of the Executive Committee
we place on the agenda the queation of expanding SCA's relations with the
NJCRAC. He also requested that at future meetings, the Executive Vice
President be asked to submit a brief report on the S5CA's activities during
the preceding pariod, Rabbi Lehrman sgreed to both proposals,




Mr, Ira Silverman, Director

Institute For Jewish Policy Planning & Rescarch
1776 Massachusetta Ave,
Washlngton, D. C. 20036

N, W,

Duear Lra:

I had not realized that Analysls was designed m rely as "a

" and will view

journalistic interpretation of topical issues
it in the fatare accordingly. I had hoped for more. In any
cage 1 don't want to get into a stance with yoo as a nein

sager. It's just that so many of us are desperate for hard-

headed and realistic information,
With all good wishee I remain

Sinceraoly,

Danlel Jeremy Sllver
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Members of the Program Planning Committee
Rabbi Irwin Blank, Chairman
' Hext Meeting - March 28

March 14, 1973

Ihis will confirm the next meeting of our Program Planning Conmittee

on:
DATE : H:hnnnday, darch 28
TIME : 3:00 P.M,
PLACE: synagogue Council of America

432 Park Avenue South
Our discussion will focus on two major items:
1) Research proposals in the arecas of:
a) Jewish Marriage and Family Patterns
b) Jewish ['_:n-n:r.mnit':r- Transition: Impact on Synagague —IJIH
c¢) Jews on Campus
2) _Analysis

TR

You will be receiving detailed information about these two irems in advance
of the meating,

Kind regards,
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February 1973

Research on Jewish Community Transition: Impact on Synagogue

Two major studies, both viewing the situation of the rabbi and synagogue
in Reform Jewish Life, have recently been released to the Jewish community
(Lenn, Theodore I. and Associates, Rabbi and 5 ogue in Reform Judaism,
Central Conference of American Rabbis, 1972, and Fein, Leonard J. et. al.,
Reform is a Verb, Union of American Hebrew Congregations, 1972, synagogue-
future summary attached). Both involved survey questionnaires and inter-
views and both focused on attitudes and behavior of current rabbis and
synagogue members. Although the Fein study was future-oriented, it
concentrated on effects on the synagogue coming from internal factors,
particularly the needs of current members.

Changes from outside the synagogue, and even from outside the Jewish
community specifically, will also have impact on the future of the
American synagogue, whether Reform, Conservative, or Orthodox. Continued
Jewish commumity migration from city to suburb will affect the viability

of older downtown congregations, and will put new demands on suburban
institutions, including synagogues. The development of Jewish population
concentration in university communities will create new needs to which

the synagogue may or may not be able to respond. The so called "generation
gap," the women's movement, and new modes of youth communalism, all part
of general community trends, alsc raise questions about the Iuture shape

of the synagogue. In consequence, planning for the future of the synagogue =
spiritually, geographically, financially - must take into account the
projected societal trends which will affect the Jewish community.

It would therfore be useful to study the trends in Jewish community tran=-
sition as they may impact on the synagogue of the future. Such a study
could include the following approaches:

Demography - study of movements of Jews to and from specific neighborhoods
and cities, with analyses of shifting balances and projections of trends.
This could include investigations of the processes of communal association
(and the roles of secular and religious organizations in that process),

and the family decision-making process regarding migration (and the consid-
arations given to Jewish community, synagogue, religious schools, etc. in
that process). New residential patterns (new towns, "cluster" zoning, etc.)
may offer new options for synagogue involvement; the growing popularity of
second (vacation) homes may change patterns of (previously) weekend-oriented
synagogue involvement, presenting problems and opportunities which should be
explored. These patterns could be investigated through an in-depth study of
the creation and demise of specific communities and synagogues.
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New needs of the synagogue constituency

1. for services provided by the synagogue
2., for a sense of communicy

This could be approached through a connected study concentrating on new
synagogues - why people join, what they see as their basic needs, what
they expect to gain from the new synagogue, and how the synagogue is
meeting those needs.

Needs of potential synagogue constituencies, currently unaffiliated.

This could be approached through a study of curremtly unaffiliated Jews =
reasons for mom-affiliation; what replaces the religious, communal or
gocial needs which might be met by synagogue affiliation, if anything;
synagogue innovations which might induce affiliations; etc. OSome
"gaming" of reactions and desires of this group might prove informative.

Financial factors - analysis of projected membership trends on synagogue
organization and size - taking account of the financial need for broad
membership base, and new demands for small-group participation. This
gsection could alse include a financial analysis of synagogue expenditures,
as compared with articulated needs and preferences of current and potens
tial memberships.
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Research on Jews on Campus

With some 807 of college~age Jews attending college, and an increasing
number of Jews on university faculties, the college campus affords
excellent ground for research into many areas affecting the form and
content of Jewish behavior in the future. Research access to individ-
uals and to their social and cultural milieu is also considerably
easier due to the concentration of Jews in particular localities,
invelved in a discreet number of activities.

It is relevant and important to study the Jew on campus to help ue
understand how the vast number of young Jews regard themselves as Jews,
what relevance they see for their Jewilshness, and what behavior ex-
presses that identification, in order to anticipate the future of
existing Jewish institutions and the growth of new institutions - which
hopefully will enable Jewish heritage to continue to be relevant to
the needs of a new generation. Moreover, with so many Jews, students
and faculty members, on college campuses, these college communities
have in themselves become significant centers of Jewish population,
largely unserved by traditional Jewish institutions, such as community
synagogues, social service agencies, etc.

The American Jewish Committee's Task Force on the Future of the Jewish
Community in America called the campus a "neglected constituency", and
recommended "that the communal and synagogal agencies should collaborate
in a variety of efforts to connect the synagogue with the large and
important Jewish academic community". It added that "to a marked degree
the synagogues have been unaware of the growth of this constituency and
its potential for involvement". A study of this constituency should

include;

student attitudes = Are Jewish student attitudes toward being Jewish
related substantively to Jewish religion, Jewish culture, or Jewish
history, or rather to other factors they may identify with being Jewish =
if negative, such as parental hostility, rejection of middle-class
values, etc.? What role does prior synagogue or synagogue-school ex-
perience play? How are these attitudes expressed in behavior, and

what are their institutional policy implications?

faculty attitudes - What are the perceptions of the Jewish faculty member
about his Jewishness? Is he involved in Jewish Studies programs? Is he
concerned about services available, such as synagogues, Jewish education
institutions, other outlets? Is he relating to others, particularly
students, as a Jew? even as a model of Jewishness? What relations exist
between the local Jewish community, if there is one, and the campus, and
how do these relationships on urban campuses differ from those on rural

campuses?
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needs - What are the perceived religious, communal, cultural, social
needs of Jews on campus? And how are they pursued? Through Jewish
institutions, or Jewish social groups? Counterculture? Christianity
(Jesus movement)? Other religions (Hindu, Islam, or other mysticism)?
Non-religious movements? Are these needs felt or expressed differently
from the way they were 5, 10, 15, 20 years ago? In what ways are the
perceived needs susceptible to fulfillment through Jewish approaches,
substantively, or institutionally? Is the campus hostile or friendly
toward religious/ethnic commitment, generally?

future - What patterns of Jewish identification on campuses such as
Hillel, Yawneh, havurot, student press, aliyah groups, etc, are likely

to serve as models for future modes of Jewlsh involvement or affiliacion?
What community=-campus Jewish relationships can be developed as models?
And what do the attitudes expressed on campus tell us about the long
range viability of Jewish institutiona?




(ATTACHMENT II)

February 1973

Analysis issues to date:

#29 December 1, 1972 Soviet Jewish Emigration and East-West Trade

#30 December 15, 1972 The Long Range Significance of the New
Jewish Consciousness on Campus

#31 January 1, 1973 The Energy Crisis: Pressure on American
Middle East Policy

#32 January 15, 1973 Comparing the Inmarried and Intermarried:
Implications of the National Jewish Population Study

#33 February 1, 1973 HNew Action in Affirmative Action

#34 February 15, 1973 Jewish Health Care in America: Problems,
Models and Alternatives

Suggested future topics!

A preview of the 1973 Israeli general elections
The American role in forthcoming Middle East diplomacy
The policy implications of rhe recent Goren decision on mamzZerut

New Federal housing directions and their implications for the
Jewish community and intergroup relations

New tax credit plans for aid to private (including parochial) education

The status of prayer in the public schools

Internal Revenue Service inhibition of voluntary and religious organizations
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Research on Jewish Marriage Patterns

A critical area for research to be sponsored by the Institute for Jewish
Policy Planning and Research is the changing pattern of marriage and
family life among American Jews. This priority is based on the premise
that without stable Jewish families supported by a community of Jewish
families and institutions, there will be neither the requisite number

of Jewish off-spring to assure the continuity of the Jewlsh people in
America, nor the transmission of a meaningful Jewish way of life.

Data to be released by the National Jewish Population Study will be use-

ful in signalling trends and testing hypotheses about these patternms.

Two such hypotheses relating to Jewish marriage patterns which have been
discussed in the Jewish community would, if borne out, have serious nega-
tive consequences for the transmission of Jewish life in future generations,

and are therefore critical topics for study:

Due to a number of factors growing out of American societal malaise, which
appears to affect Jews as much as other Americans, the number of Jews who

fail to marry, who divorce, or who marry late during their reproductive
years will rise to a level which threatens to reduce sharply the number

of Jews in the next generation, and to diminish the traditional place of
the family as the primary source of affording meaningful Jewish experiences
both for parents and their children. In the general population, especially
among the young, marriage is seen increasingly as unnecessary, as a trap,
or as an unstable or temporary arrangement even when contracted; the
importance of having children is seen as diminished; having children is
seen as a threat to the independence and development of women; and models
of married life are not valued highly or attractive.

Marriage and family life have always been the setting for conflict, as
well as love, but seldom has marriage as an institution been so directly
challenged. Whereas in other times, Jews were so separated and isolated
from the larger society that they were able to preserve their instictutions
from destructive forces about them, the American Jews, as a largely inte-
grated minority within America have put up few "Jewish defenses" against
the current disintegrating tendencies,

This departure from stable patterns of marriage and family rearing raises
serious questions of whether family life in the last generation has failed
to provide a meaningful model of behavior for marriageable Jews and whether
factors out of the control of the family have rendered earlier models in
somé way obsolete. It raises even greater doubt about the future trans-

migsion of such models.

It is necessary to develop information concerning the prevalence of this
pattern among Jews today, to identify the causes, and to suggest remedial
policies or alternative family models which will better support both
Jewlsh continuity and Jewlsh life.




Such information should include:

A) Demographic Data: Profile of Jewish age group 20-30

)

a)
n

E)

1) percent - married
divorced
separated
never married

2) age of marriage -
nifsind
women
first marriage
gecond marriage (years single)

3) number and age of single parents

4) characteristics of (1-3)
(education, income, employment, geographic locatiom,
Jewish background, extended family, other ties).

Burvay of Literature = (Jowlsh, non=Jewish) .
1Y wviews about koy Lesuasn on Femlly 14fa
2 duwluh Habbinteal views (Coral sl Teadlelon)

Pravalllng atcliwdes vogarding the siatus of marriage and the family,
Pirection of Jowlsh Conmunal Sorxrvicos.
1) casework

2) family education

jTIf hypotheses prove tenable, the follow types of questions should
be axplored:

1) why do people not marry?
2) why do marriages break up?

9) what are problems of single adults and especially single parents?

4) what are chances or remarriagel
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Il. As Jewish attitudes and behavior become increasingly peripheral to Jews
in America, intermarriage becomes more prevalent. But while there is
more intermarriage, it is no longer necessarily theexit from Jewish life
and the Jewish people it once was. Intermarriage has traditionally been a
focus of emotional concern by the Jewish community, on the assumption that
preventing intermarriage was the key strategic target. But if inter-
married couples, especially those in which the non-Jew converts, are often
no less Jewish than most non-intermarried couples, then the focus of study
should not be solely on intermarriage as such, but on the causes of periph-
erality, which is characteristic of inmarried as well as intermarried
couples.

It would therefore be useful to study, on the one hand, in greater depth
than has been done before, the nature of the intermarried couple, espe-
cially that in which the non-Jew converts, and on the other to study the
causes of and antidotes to peripherality. More specifically, it is
proposed to conduct a comparative study of behavior of non-intermarried
couples and intermarrying (including converting) couples in such a way
as to determine the relative significance for Jewish survival of inter-
marriage as it is now occurring in America. Secondly, it is proposed to
study the correlation between certain activities thought to prevent
peripherality and intermarriage - and the consequences of such intermarriage.
(For example, a study of day school graduates or Ramah Camps graduates,
and the incidence of intermarriage, non=-Jewish conversion, and Jewlish
behavior of their children, including where possible their tendency to

intermarry.)
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EHWREH HOWSE

00 HUCLID AVENUE * CLEVELAMND, OHID 4408
TELEMmHOMNE (2181 774018

March 19, 1973

Dear Dan:

I found the confidential memorandum of Rabbi Siegman
extremely helpful and extremely interesting. As you could
conclude by my somewhat muddled presentation at the Fairmount
Temple the other night, I have a good deal of growing to do
as I try to understand the issues confronting us in Christian-
Jewish dialoque.

As additional material of this sort comes to your
attention, I do hope you will share it with me.

I have recently agreed to act as moderator of the
Interreligious Caucus of the N.C.C. Governing Board - an
informal group of those on that body who wish to deal seriously
with Jewish - Christian relationships. As a member of the
Episcopal Church's Joint Commission on Ecumenical Relations I
have also been given the assignment of trying to make our
denomination more sensitive in this area.

Ever sincerely yours,

Rabbi Daniel J. Silver

The Temple

University Circle at Silver Park
Cleveland, Ohio 44106
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Raci: Josah 1t Lookste '
ROt L A Rabbi Daniel Silver
Racordng Secretary Tifereth Israel
S University Circle and silver Park
Mhovas Hornateh Cleveland, Ohio
] Dear Rabbi Silver:
Aak -~ .'_.:.Illr-..l .
! It was good talking to you this morning. As you
- discussed with Henry, wé are inviting Professor
MATIONAL ADVISORY GOUNGIL C.A. Rijk to wisit the United States to deliver a
Hosorary Chaiman series of lectures on developments within the
SR catholic Church regarding Judaism and the State of
sk A Cendrianh Iﬂraal‘

Fr. Rijk served for nearly ten years as the head of
the Vatical Office on Catholic=-Jewish relations. He
played a major role in determining the policies of

COMNETITUENT ORGANLZATIONE

CaEnirdl Cotilantaeiics of Amapnican Rabbia

Fphbdrusal Asgemilaty

biirin Cotney of Amarics the Roman Catholic Church vis-a-vis the Jewish people,
MRS S the Jewish faith and the State of Israel.
Lirtste off CyiRodon Jewish Cofgfogaticms
el ey Coming out of the liberal wing of the Catholic Church

Lirirhgen Senap g ng 4 frmgErira

in Holland, Fr. Rijk brought to his work an understand-
ing of Jewish history and of the implication of the
Catholic Church in the suffering of the Jewish people,
and a profound determination that the Church reexamine
and change its traditional understanding of its relation-
ship to the Jewish faith and to the State of Israel.

As the man in charge of the work of the Ccatholie Church
in this very sensitive area, he has played a central
role in the historical developments that have occurred
in Catholic-Jewish relations since Vatical Council II.




Rabbi Daniel Silver
April 5, 1973
Page 2

wWe would like to have a meeting of 25 to 30 top
leaders of the community - a luncheon meeting or a
parlor meeting in addition to the discussion that

Fr. Rijk will develop. It will give us an copportunity
to project the Council's program to these community
leaders and, of course, we will not ask for money.

Obviously the host is important inasmuch as the responses
will be directed more to him than to Fr. Rijk. Someone
like Lloyd Schwenger or Maurice Saltzman is the kind

of person we are thinking about,

Our plans call for Rijk to be in Chicago on the 7th
and 8th of May and we would like very much to go from
there to Cleveland. I am suggesting the evening of
the 8fhyor 10th as possible dates for a parlor meeting
and 9th, 10th and 1llth as possible dates for a
luncheon meeting.

I lock forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,
fof;?ﬂﬁ“"d{:;%E:;il‘“hh_

SF:mae
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April 26, 1973

Rabbi Daniel Silver

Tifereth Israel

University Circle and Silver Park
Cleveland, Ohioc 44106

Dear Rabbi Silver:

It was good talking to you yesterday morning and
to learn about the luncheon meeting now confirmed
for Tuesday, May 22nd.

Although I have previously sent you some information
about Father Rijk, I am enclosing his curriculum
vitae. Also enclosed is a draft of a letter of in-
vitation which I know you will edit, geared to your
personal style.

Would you be kind enough to send me a copy of such
letter so I have details about the meeting.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

SF: mae
Encs.
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curriculum Vitae of Cornelis A. Rijk lq?‘f

Born in Schore, the Netherlands, October 13, 1921,

Licentiate in Sacred Scripture at the Pontifical Biblical Institute,
rome, 1953. |

poctorate in Theology at the pontifical Gregorian University, Rome,
1956: (thesis: La signification de la formule dogmatique).

Professor of Sacred Scripture at the seminary of Warmond, the
Netherlands, 1954-66.

Visiting Professor at Leiden University, 1963 and 1964.

TE e e — N

Member of: The Dutch Catholic Bible Society
The Board of the Anne Frank Foundation
The catholic Council for Israel in the Netherlands.

From October 1966 to January 1, 1973, pirector of the Vatican pffice
for catholie-Jewish Relations which was created by Cardinal Bea
in 1966. In this capacity many visits to Israel and other
countries of the Middle East, the various countries of Eurcpe,
L atin America, the United States of America and Canada, in
order to establish new contacts between Christians and Jews, |
to lecture on Jewish-Christian relations and to study the
different situations concerning ecumenical and Jewish-Christian

ralatiqns.

* gince January 1, 1973, Director of SIDIC (Service International de
pocumentation Judfo-chrétienne), Rome.

Visiting Professor at the pontifical Gregorian University, Rome,
1871-72, lecturing on "The Theology of Jewish-Christian rRelations".

Visiting Professor at the pontifical Institute "Regina Mundi", Rome,
1971-72 and 1972-73, lecturing on wphe Theology of Jewish-

Christian Relations?.

5 ,"l L

visiting Professor at Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois,
U.S.A., February-March 1972, lecturing on "Jews and Judaism

in catholic Theology .
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May 7, 1973

Mr. Nathan Oscar
21161 Almar Drove
Cleveland, Ohio 44122

Dear Nathan:

We invite you to have lunch with us at twelve noon on Thursday
May 22, 1973 to meet Monslignor C, A, Rijk, the Director of the
Vatican Office for Catholic-Jewish relationa,

The parpose of this meeting is to become better acquainted with
the work of the Synagogue Council of America, There will be no
solicitation. The Synagogue Council is jointly sponsored by the

Union of American Hebrew Congregations, United Synagogues
of America and Union of Orthodox Congregations of America as
well as by all the rabbinic groups. [Its purpose is to give the
Jewish religions community a single address and a united voice

in all matters concerning which the three branches share a
common concern

We hope you will be able to joln us. Would you let us know on
the enclosed card.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Sllver

David Myers

Elmer Paall




May 7, 1973

Mr. James Relch
2619 Courtland Cwval
Cleveland, Chio 44118

Dear Jim:

We invite you to bave lanch with us at twelve noon on Thursday
May 22, 1973 to meet Monslgnor C, A. Rijk, the Direetor of the
Vatlean Office for Catholie-Jewish relations,

The purpose of this meeting s to become better acquainted with
the work of the Synagogue Councll of Ameriea. There will be no
solicitatlon. The Synagogue Ceuncil is jeinily sponsored by the

Union of American Hebrew Congrygations, United Synagogues
of America and Unlon of Orthodox Congregations of America as
well as by all the rabbinic groups. Its purpose is to give the
Jewish rellgious community a gingle address and a united volce
in all matters ¢;. cerning whigh the thr ee branches share a
common £ondern,

We hope you will be able to joln us. Would youn let us know on
the enclosed eard,

Since rely,

Daniel Jeremy Sllver

David Myers

Elmer Paull




May 7, 1973

Mr. Sam Frsedman

19601 Van Aken Blvd,
Cleveland, Chio 44122

Dear Sam:

We invite you to have lunch with us at twelve noon on Thuraday
May 22, 1973 to meet Monslgnor C. A. Rijk, the Director of the
Vatican Cffice for Catholic-Jewish relations.

The purpose of this meeting is to become better acquainted with
the work of the Synagogue Council of America. There will be no
solicitation. The Synagogue Council L8 jointly sponsored by the

Union of American Hebrew Congregations, United Synagogues
of America and Union of Crthodox Congregations of America as
well as by all the rabbinic groups. Its purpose is to give the
Jewlsh religious community a single address and a united volce
in all matters concerning which the three branches share a

common concern,

We hope you will be able to join us. Would youa let us know on
the enclosed card.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver

David Myers

Elmer Paull




May 7, 1973

Mr. Bernard 5. Kaofman
1 Public Square
Cleveland, Chio 44113

Dear Bernle:
We invite you to have lanch with us at twelve noon on Thursday

May 22, 1973 to meet Monsignor C. A. Rijk, the Diecctor of the
Vatican Office for Catholle-Jawish relations.

The purpose of this meeting i# to become better acquainted with
the work of the Synagogue Council of Ameriea, There will be no
solicitation. The Synagogue Councll Ls jolntly sponsored by the

Union of American Hebrew Congregatlons, United Synagogues
of America and Unlon of Crthodox Congregations of Amerlea as
well as by all the rabbinic groups, Its purpose is to give the
Jewlsh religions community a slngle address and 8 anited volce
in all matters concerning which the three branches share a
commaon concern.

Ve hope you will be able to joln us. Would you let us know on
the enclosed card.

Sincerely,
Daniel Jeremy Sllver

David Myers

Elmer Paall




Mpr, Nelson Stern
18545 Parkland
Cleveland, Chio

Dear Nelson:

We invite you to have lunch with us at twelve noon on Thuraday

May 22, 1973 to meet Monsignor C. A. Rijk, the Director of the
Vatican Cifice for Catholic-Jewish relations,

The purpose of this meeting is to become better acquainted with
the work of the Synagogue Council of America. There will be no
policitation. The Synagogue Council is jointly sponsored by the
Union of American Hebrew Congregations, United Synagogues

of America and Union of Orthodox Congregationa of America as
well as by all the rabbinic groups. Its purpose is to give the
Jewish religious community a single address and a united voice
in all matters concerning which the three branches share a
common concern,

We hope yoa will be able to join usa. Would you let us know on
the enclosed card.

Sincerely,

Danliel Jeremy Silver

David Myers

Elmer Pauall




May 7, 1973

Mr., Max Elsner
2932 Broxton Road
Cleveland, Chio 44120

Dear Bud:

We invite you to have !lunch with us at twelve noon on Thureday
May £2, 1973 to mect Monsignor C. A. Rijk, the Director of the
Vatican Office for Catholic-Jewish relations.

The purpose of thls meeting is to become better acquainted with
the work of the Synagogue Council of America. There will be no
solicitation, The Synagogue Ccuncill is jointly sponsored by the

Union of American Hebrew Congrigations, United Synagogues
of America and Union of Crthodox Congregations of America as
well as by all the rabbini¢c groups. Its purpose is to give the
Jewish rellglous ecommunity a single address and a united voice
in all matters co_.cerning whieh the three branches share a
common conkern,

We hope you will be able to join us, Would you let us know on
the enclosed card,

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver

David Myers

Elmer Paull




May 7, 1973

Rabbi Myron Silverman
Subarban Temple

22401 Chagrin Blvd.
Cleveland, Ohlo

Dear Myron:

We lnvite you to have lunch with us at twelve noon on Tharsday
May 22, 1973 to meet Monsignor C. A. Rijk, the Director of the
Vatican Office for Catholic-Jewish relations.

The parpose of this meeting is to become better acquainted with
the work of the Synagogue Council of America. There will be no

solicitation. The Synagogue Council is jolntly sponsored by the
Union of American Hebrew Congregations, United Synagogues
of America and Union of Orthodox Congregations of Ame rica as
well as by all the rabbinic groups. Its parpose ls to give the
Jewish religious community a single address and a united volce
in all matters concerning which the three branches share a
common COncern,

We hope you will be able to join us. Would you let us know on
the enclosed card.

Sincerely,

Danlel Jeremy Silver

David Myers

Elmer Paall




May 7, 1973

Mr, Irving Rabingky
2716 Mayfield Rd.
Cleveland, Chio 44106

Dear Irv:

We invite you to have lunch with us at twelve noon on Thursday
May 22, 1973 to meet Monsignor C, A. Rijk, the Director of the
Vatican Office for Catholic-Jewish relations.

The Purpose of this meeting is to become better acquainted with
the work of the Synagogue Council of America. There will be no
solicitation. The Synagogue Council is jointly sponsored by the

Union of American Hebrew Congregations, Unlted Synagogues
of America and Union of Orthodox Congregations of America as
well ae by all the rabbinic groups. Ite purpose is to glve the
Jewish religious community a single address and a united volce
in all matters concerning which the three branches share o
common concern,

We hope you will be able to joln us., Would you let ue know on
the enclosed card.

Singerely,

Daniel Jeremy Sllver

David Myers

Elmer Paull




May 7, 1973

Mr. Bert Krohngold
| Bratenahl Place
Cleveland, Chio 44108

Dear Bert:

We invite you to have lanch with us at twelve noon on Thursday
May 22, 1973 to meet Monsignor C. A, Eljk, the Director of the
Vatican Cffice for Catholic-Jewlsh relations,

The purpose of this meeting is to begome better agquainted with
the work of the Synagogue Council of Ameriea. There will be no
solicitation. The Synagogue Counell is jointly sponsored by the
Union of American Hebrew Congregations, United Synagogues
of America and Union of Crthodox Congregations of America as
well as by all the rabbinic groupe. Its purpose is to give the
Jewish religiousesommunity a single address and a united volce
in all matters concerning which the three branches share a
common concern.

“We hope you will be able to join us, Would you let us know on
the enclosed card.

Sincerely,

Danlel Jeremy Silver

David Myers

Elmer Paall




Mr, Samuoel H, Miller
10800 Brookpark
Cleveland, Chio 44130

Dear S5am:

We lovite you to have lanch with us at twelve noon on Thursday
May 22, 1973 to meet Monsignor C. A. Rijk, the Director of the
Yatican Office for Catholic~Jewlsh relations.

The Parpose of this meeting is to become better acquainted with
the work of the Synagogue Coun:il of America. There will be no
solicitation. The Synagogue C.uncil is JJiMily sponsored by the

Unin of American Hebrew Congrugations, United Synagogues
of America and Union of Orthodox Congregations of America as
well as Ly all the rabbinic groups. Its purpose ls to give the
Jewish religious community a single address and & united voize
in all matters ¢...cerning whieh the three branches share a
Common congern,

We hope you will be able to join us. Would you let us know on
the enclosed card,

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver

David Myers

Elmer Paall




May 7, 1973

oy

Mr, Stanley E. Simgn y b
2849-Fealmeuth /7 7 aciivirwn T Cears ML
Claveland, Ohlo 44122

Dear Stan:

We invite you to have lunch with us at twelve noon on Thursday
May 22, 1973 to meet Monsignor C. A. Rijk, the Director of the
Vatican Office for Catholic-Jewish relations.

The purpose of this meeting is to become better acquainted with
the work of the Synagogue Council of America. There will be no
solicitation, The Synagogue Council is jointly sponsored by the
Union of American Hebrew Congregations, United Synagogues

of America and Union of Orthodox Congregations of America as
well as by all the rabbinic groups. Ite purpose is to give the
Jewish religious community a single address and a united voice
in all matters concerning which the three branches share a
common concern,

We hope you will be able to join us. Would yoa let us know on
the enclosed card.

Sincerely,

Danlel Jeremy Sliver

David Myers

Elmer Paall

DJS:mp
Encl,




Mr. Leonard Ratner
10800 Brookpark
Cleveland, Ohio 44130

Dear Leonard:

We invite you to have launch with us at twelve noon on Thursday
May 22, 1973 to meet Monsignor C. A. Rljk, the Director of the
Vatican Office for Catholic-Jewlish relations.

The parpose of this meeting is to become better acquainted with
the work of the Synagogue Council of America. There will be no
solicitatlon. The Synagogue Councll] is jointly sponsored by the

Union of American Hebrew Congregations, United Synagogues
of America and Union of Orthodox Congregations of America as
well as by all the rabbinic groups. Its purpose ls to give the
Jewish religious community a single address and a united voice
in all matters concerning which the three branches share a
common concern.

We hope you will be able to join us, Would you let us know on
the enclosed card.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Sllver

David Myers

Elmer Paull




May 7, 1973

Mr., kldward Ginsberg
650 Terminal Tower
Cleveland, Chio 44113

Daar Ed:

We invite you to have lanch with us at twelve noon on Thursday
May 22, 1973 to meet Monsignor C, A, Rijk, the Director of the
Vatican Office for Catholic-Jewish relations,

The purpose of this meeting is to become better acqualnted with
the work of the Synagogue Council of America, There will be no
solicitatlon. The Synagogue Couaneil is jointly sponsored by the
Union of Amerizan Hebrew Congregations, United Synagogues

of America and Union of Orthodox Congregations of America as
well as by all the rabbinic groups. Its purpose ls to give the
Jewish religlous community a single address and a united voice
in all mattera conecerning which the threes branches share a
comimon concern.

We hope you will be able to join us. Would you let us know on
the enclosed card,

Slncerely,

Danlel Jearemy Silver

David Myers

Elmer Paall




Mr. A. M. Luantz
Cne Bratenahl Place
Cleveland, Ohio 44108

Dear Abe:

We invite you to have lunch with us at twelve noon on Thureday
May 22, 1973 to meet Monsignor C. A, Rijk, the Director of the
Vatican Office for Catholie-Jewish relations.

The purpose of this meeting is to become better acquainted with
the work of the Synagogue Council of America. There will be no
solicitation. The Synagogue Council is jointly sponsored by the

Unlon of American Hebrew Congregations, United Synagogues
of America and Union of Orthodox Congregatione of Amerlca as
well as by all the rabbinic groups. Its purpose is to give the
Jewlsh religions community a single address and a united volce
in all matters concerning which the three branches share a
common cConcern,

We hope you will be able to join us. Would you let us know on
the enclosed card.

Sincerely,

Danlel Jeremy Silver

David Myers

Elmer Paull




May 7, 1973

Mr, Loula L, Schaffer
6545 Carnegle Ave,
Cleveland, Ohlo 44103

Dear Lou:®

We invite you to have lunch with us at twelve noon on Thursday
May 22, 1973 to meect Monsignor C. A. Rijk, the Direstor of the
Vatican Office for Catholic-Jewlsh relations.

The purpose of thia meeting is to beaome better acquainted with
the work of the Synagogue Council of Ameriga, There will ba no
solicitation. The Synagogue C-ungil is j~intly sponsored by the
Unlun of American Hebrew Congr:gations, United Synagogues

of Amerlea and Union of Crthodox Congregations of America as
well as Uy all the r~bbiniz groups. Its purpose ls to give the
Jewlish religions community a single address and a united voice
in all matters & verning whizh the three branches share a
sommon londe rn.

We hope you will be able to join us. Would you let us know on
the enclosed sard,

Sicrcerely,

Danlel Jeremy Silver

Davld Myers

Elmer Paull




Mr. Sidney Prizant
3040 Harvey Road

Cleveland, Chio 44118

Dear S5id:

¢ Invite you to have lunch with ue at twelve noon on Thareday
May 22, 1972 to meet Monslgnor C, A, Rljk, the Director of the
Vatican Office for Catholic-Jewish relations,

The parpose of this mecting is to become belter acquainted with
the work of the Synagogue Council of America, There will be no

splicitatlon. The Synagogue Council is jolntly aponsored by the
Unlon of *merican flebrew Congregations, United Synagogtes
of America and Union of Orthodox Congregations of America as
well as by all the rabbinic groups. Its purpose is to give the
Jewish religlous community a single addrees and a united volee
in all matters concerning which the three branches share a
common concern.

& hope you will be able to joln us. Would you let us know on
the encloesed card.

Sincerely,

Danlel Jeremy Sllver

David Myers

Elmer Paall




Mr. Seymonr Faschen
Synagogue Councll of America
132 Park Ave. So,

Mew York, N. Y. 10016
Near Me, Faschen:

“nelosed (s a copy of a letter which we have sent and
n list of those invited.

Sincerely,

Naniel Jerem Y Stlv




Mr. Elmer . Paall
»T20 Chesterton
Cleveland, Chio

Dear Elmer:

Just a reminder of the Synagoguae Council of America

lancheon at noon, TVaecaday Mavy 22 of «which yon are
one of the co-A00NSOTE.

Sincerely,

Naniel Jeremy Silver




Mr. Nathan Oscar

Mr. James Reich

Mr. Sam Friedman

Mr. Bernard S. Kaufman

Mr., Nelson Stern

Mr. Max Eisner

Rabbi Myron Silverman

Mr. Irving Rabingky (after lunch)
Mr. Bert Krohngold

Mr. Samuel Miller

Mr. Stanley Simon

Ma Ebe

Mr. Leonard Ratner
Mr, Edward Ginsberg

No Response

Mr. A. M. Luntz

Mr. Louis L. Schaffer

Mr. Sidney Prizant




SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA 2432 PARK AVENUE SOUTH = NEW YOHNK Y. 10016 « (212) BBG-B6E70
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-

HATICHMAL ADVIEBORY COAINCIL

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS

May 29, 1973

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver

The Temple

University Circle & Silver Park
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Dan:

Just a short note to express our appreciation and thanks
for your graciousness in hosting the luncheon for
Msgr. Rijk last week.

I had an opportunity to spend a few minutes with Msgr. Rijk
and he was quite pleased with the luncheon and felt that
the impact of the Synagogue Council was felt, especially
your opening remarks in regard to the Council, As you know,
one of our problems is to project the image of the Council
on a national level and Msgr. Rijk's visit to this country
gave us this opportunity.

Obviously, we think such luncheons would be helpful in

projecting the image of the Council and would like to avail

ourselves of other such opportunities with perhaps myself,

Henry Siegman or Irwin Blank, who will be our new president.

ﬁ would be helpful if you have any suggestions along this
ne.

Once again our thanks, and I look forward to seeing you in
the near future,

Sincerely,

IL/s1g Rabbi Irvind Lehrman
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memorandum

Members of the SCA Plenum

i)

Rabbi Henry Siegman

rrom

subject Controversy Surrounding the French Catholic Statement on Relationa
with the Jews
adate July 2, 1973

In a recent memorandum, I indicated that I would be communicating with you
again about the recent statement on "The Attitude of Christians with Respect
to Judaism" issued by the Episcopal Committee for Relations with Judaism of
the French Episcopal Conference.

Enclosed is an unofficial translation of the French statement. I think you

will agree that it is by far the most advanced statement on this subject to
be issued by a Christian body. However, it must be seen within its proper

context, Developments in Jewlsh-Christian relations seem to evoke extremes
of either unqualified jubilation or unredeemed hostility. Rarely are such

extremeé reactions justified by the objective circumstances. 1 should like

to suggest a balanced approach to the French statement,

On its own terms, the French document is by far the most theologically ad-
vanced statement ever issued on the subject of Judaism and the State of
Israel. However, it is important to understand what this document is, and
what it is not. It is a statement of a committee of the Catholic Bishops

of France - specifically, the Episcopal Committee for Relations with Judaism,
whose president is Msgr. Elchinger, the Bishop of Strausburg. It is not

a statement of the Cstholic Bishops of France, whose national Episcopal
Conference never approved the statement. It is believed that had the state-
ment been submitted by the Committee for Relations with Judaism to the full
Conference of Bishops for their approval, the document would not have seen
the light of day.

1f the statement does not enjoy the endorsement of the French Bishops, it
should go without saying that it certainly does not enjoy the blessings of
the Vatican. Indeed, the Vatican Secretariat of State was deeply upset by
the statement, particularly by ite firm assertion of the right of the Jewish
people to their own homeland., The objection is based not so much on theo-
logical as on political grounds, for the Arab countries were infuriated

by the action of the French Bishops' Committee.

Among those objecting to the French statement is a group of 43 Jesuits in
Lebanon. HNot surprisingly, their objections are based not only on political
grounds - the failure of the French statement to deal with the plight of the
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Palestinians and the injustices caused by the Israelis - but on theological
grounds as well, While conceding that Catholics cannot regard the Jewish
raligion as "simply one of the many religions existing on the earth,” they
réject the statement's use of the term "Eternal Covenant" to refer to what
they insist is the "Ancient Covenant." They affirm the continuing need to
bring the message of Christianity to the Jews, and say that to present Jews
end Christians as "'fulfilling their wvocatien following distinct paths," as
the French statement does,is "to deny that Christ came to abolish the wall

of separation between Jews and pagans, so 48, in the surpression of the Old
Law, to make both one.”

While the reaction on the part of the highly pulitical Vatican Secretariat

of State, and certsinly of the Lebanese Jesuits, is entirely in character,

it should be pointed ocut that this view is not shared by Cardinal Willebrands'
Secretariat for Christian Unity, the Vatican department that is in charge of
relations with the Jews. (Like all other Vatican departments, the Christian
Unity Secretariat is entirely subservient to the Secretariat of State.) Several
years ago, the Unity Secretariat sought to issue a statement on relations with
the Jews, in elaboration of the Vatican II document on this subiect, A preli-
minary draft of that statement was released prematurely by Cardinal Sheehan

in the United States, and that put an end to the project. The statement that
the Unity Secretariat tried to issue contained some of the same points that
#re now contained in the French statement. It is clear that the Unity Secre-

tariat would gladly endorse the Freach statement, were they at liberty to do
s0. Of course, they are not,

The French statement, therefore, does not signal a radical change in the
stance of the official Catholic Church, or even in the stance of the Bishops
of France. It is a statement of the committee of the French Bishops, and
nothing more than that. The panegyrics in some quarters of the Jewish com-
munity are therefore typically premature. This is not to say that the docu-
ment is without significance. The very fact that such an advanced statement
is now on the public record, so to speak, has made the Catholic Church awara
that anything it will say in the future on the subject of Judaism will be
measured by the admirable standards set in this document. Whether the Catholic
Chureh likes it or not, the statement by the French Bishops' Committee now
serves as s bench mark by which future actions will be messured - certainly
in the Jewish world,

The "moral"of thismst recent episode is to reinforce a point I have stressed
for some time now. The subject of Jews, Judaism, and the State of Israel is
marginal for the Catholic Church. This is not to say that the Church is ir-
retrievably hostile, but rather that it is precccupied with entirely different
concerns, including a struggle for its own survival, It is therefore entirely
unréalistic to expect that the subiect of Jews and Judaiem will become a central
concern for the Catholic Church. At the same time, there are important indi-
viduals within the Catholic Church who are engaged in a somewhat lonely and
courageous struggle to sensitize the Church not only to an awareness of the
historic guilt it bears for the persecution of Jews - a record most Christians
are absolutely unaware of = but also to a theological reformulation of its
relationship to Judaism, which they see as essential for the Church's own self~-
understanding and for its survival in the modern world, The French statement
should be seen 48 a major step forward in that internal struggle.




THE ATTITUDE OF CHRISTIANS

WITH RESPECT 15M

The Jewish community of France, nearly 600,000 strong,

is the second largest in Europe. It ias a particularly
vigorous community and has all the more a richer future
in that there is now taking place within Prench Judaism
an encounter between Jews from Bastern Europe who have
known the trials of the last war and Jews from North
Africa. Today, when relations between Jews and Chris-
tians are increasingly frequent, the Episcopal Committee
for Relations with Judaism, established in 1969 by the
French Episcopate, publishes for the sake of the faithful
the following Orientations which implements for France the

directives of the Declaration by Vaticsn Council II, Hostra
Aetate,

I - The Jewish Existence Questions the Christian Conscience

The present existence of the Jewish people, its frequently precariocus condition
throughout its tragic history, its hope, the ordeals which it has known in the
past, and above all in modern times, and its partial reassembling in the Land
of the Bible, constitute more and more for Christians # fact which can bring

them to a better understanding of their faith, and can bring light on their
life,

The permanence of this people throughout the ages, its survival of civilizas-
tions, its presence as a rigorous and challenging partner confronting Christi-

anity, are a fact of primary importance which we cannot treat either with ig-
norance or with contempt.

The Church, which calls on the name of Jesus Christ, and who by Him has been
bound from its origin and for always to the Jewish peocple, percelves in the

secular and uninterrupted existence of this people, a sign which it would wish
to comprehend in its totsl truth.

II - The Slow Progress of the Christian Conscience

On October 28, 1965 Vatican Council II solemnly promulgated the declsration
Hostrs Aetate which contains a chapter on the Jewish people. We reaffirm the
importence of this text, in which it is recalled that the Church drawvs sus-
tenance from the root of that well-cultivated olive tree onto which have been
grafted the wild shoots, the Gentiles, It is our task, in our capacity as the
Episcopal Committee for Relations with Judaism, to show the present compass

of this declaration, and within that indicate the applications.

The Conciliar position must be regarded more as a beginning than as an end.
It marks a turning point in the Christian attitude with regard fo Judaism. It
Opens a way and permits us to take the exact measure of our task,

This declaration bases itself on a return to scriptural sources. It makes

8 complete break with the attitudes of the past. It appeals from now on for

8 new Christian look at the Jewish people, not only with respect to humsn
relations, but also with respect to faith. Certainly, it is not possible to
reexamine in one dey all the assertions which have been made in the Church in
the course of the centuries, nor of all the historical attitudes. The Chris-
tian conscience has nevertheless started the process which reminds the Church
of its Jewish roots. The essential thing is that it begin, that it reach all
strata of the Christian people, and that above all, it be followed with honesty
and energy.

II1 - The Permanent Vocation of the Jewish People

It is mot possible to view the Jewish religion simply as one of the extasnt
religions presently on this earth. It is through the people of lsrael that
faith in a single God entered the history of humanity. It is through this
people that monotheism, albeit with cartain differences, beceme the common
possession of the three great families who claim the heritage of Abraham:
Judaism, Christianity, snd Islam,
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According to biblical revelation, it is God Himself who constituted this
people, who brought it up, and instructed it in His designs, sealing with it

sn eternal bond (Gen. 17,7), and making a call upon it which St. Paul described
as irrevocable (Romams 11, 29). We owe this people the Five Books of the Law,
the Prophets and other sacred books which complete its message. After having
been assembled by tradition, written and oral, these teachings were received

by the Christians without the Jews becoming thereby dispossessed of them.

Even if, for Christianity, the Covenant was renewed in Jesus Christ, Judaism
must be regarded by the Christians not only as a social and historical reality,
but especially a religious one; not as & relic of a time past and completed,
but a8 a living reality through time. The principal signs of this vitality

of the Jewish people are: the testimony of its collective loyalty to the single
God; its earnestness in scrutinizing the Scriptures in order to discover in

the 1ight of revelation the meaning of human life; its search for an fdentity
in the midst of other men; its constant effort to regather as @ reunified com-
munity. These signs pose to us Christians a question which touches the heart
of our faith: What is the Jewish people's own mission in the Divine Plan? What
expectation moves it, and how does this expectation differ from or resemble our
own?

IV - To Teach Nothing Which Does Not Conform to the Spirit of Christ (Nostra
Aetate 4 Far, )

a. It is urgent that Christians cease to think of the Jew in terms of cliches
that & secular sggressiveness has forged; let us eliminate these forever, and
let us combat with courage in all circumstances representations which are cari-
catures and unworthy of an honest man, even more so of a Christian; for example,
that of the Jew which describes him as "not like otheras", in!ecting into this a
nuance of contempt or aversion, which describes the Jew as "usurer, smbitious,
conspirator” or which, even more dreadful because of its consequences, calls
the Jew a 'deicide"”. These defaratory descriptions which have, alas, still
currency in our day in an overt or covirt viv, we denounce and condemn with
emphasis. Antisemitism is an inheritance from the pagan world, but it is still
reinforced in the Christian climate by pseudo-theological arguments. The Jew
deserves our attention and our ecteem, often our admiration, sometimes, it is
true, our friendly and freternsl criticism, but always our love., It is perhaps
this which has been most lacking and this in which the Christian conscience has
been most culpable. : o

b. It is a theological, Iistorical and juridical error.to hold the Jewish
people indiscriminately guilty of the passion and death of Jesus Christ, Al-
ready the catechism of the Courcil of Trent had rejected this error (Pars. 1,
cap. 5,11). If it is true that historically responsibility for the death of
Jesus wes shared on vavious grounds by certain Jewish and Roman authorities,
the Church holds that on account of the sin of sll men Christ, in his immense
love, submitted himself to his passion and his death so that all men may be
saved (Nostra Aetate, 6).

Contrary to that which an ancient but questionsble exigesis has proposed,
one cannot properly deduce from the New Testament that the Jewish people has
been deprived of its election. The totality of Scripture impels us, on the
contrary, to recognize in the loyal concern of the Jewish pecple for the Law
and for the Covenant, the sign of the loyalty of God to His people.

c. It is wrong to set Judaism over against Christianity as & religion of
fear contrasted to a religion of love, The fundamental article of the Jewish
faith, the Shema Yisrsel, begins with "Thou shalt love The Lord Thy God" and
continues with the commandment to love one's neighbor (Lev. 19,18). This is
the starting point of Jesus' preaching, and thus a teaching common to Judaism
and Christianity. -

The meaning of the transcendance and loyalty of God, of His justice, of His
compassion, of repectance and forgiveness of sins, are the fundamental features
of the Jewish tradition. The Christians who assert the same values would be
wrong to believe that they have nothing more to receive even in our day from
Jewish spirituality.
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d. Contrary to long-established stereotypes (reflexes bien etablis), it
must be stated that the doctrine of the Pharisees was not the antithesis of
Christianity., The Pharisees sought to make the Law a way of life for every
Jew by interpreting its commandments in such a fashion as to adapt them to
the different circumstances of life. Present-day research has definitely
shown that the Pharisees were in no way strangers to the inner meaning of

the Law, any more than the masters of the Talmud were. It is not thess
conceptions (dispositions) that Jesus challenged when he denounced the
attitude of some of them or the formalism of their teachings, It would
appear rather that it is because the Pharisees and the first Christians were
80 close to each other in many respects that they clashed sometimes so sharply
with regard to the traditions received from the Elders and the interpretation
of the Law of Moses.

V - To Gain a True Understanding of Judaism

Christians, if only for their own sake, must acquire a true and living know-
ledge of the Jewich tradition,

a., A true Christisn catechesis must affirm the present value of the totality
of the Bible, The first Covenant indeed has not been rendered null and void
by the new one, It is its root and its source, its foundation and its pro-
mise. If it is true that for us the 0ld Testament yields its ultimate mean-
ing only in the light of the Ncw Testament, this in itself supposes that it

is to be welcomed and recognized first of gll for itself (2 Tim, 3, 16). It
should not be forgotten that by Ilic obedience to the Torah, and by His prayer,
Jesus, a Jewish man by His mother, the Virgin Mary, completed His ministry

in the bosom of the people of the Covenant.

b. He (the catechist) will endeavor to present the special vocation of the
Jewish people as the "sanctification of the Mame." This is one of the es-
sential elements of the syrnpopal prayer by which the Jewish people,charged
with a8 priestly mission (Fx. 19,6), offers avery human action to God and to
Him gives glory. This vocation makes the life and the prayer of the Jewish
people a blessing for all the nntions of the earth.

c. It is to underestimate the precepts of Judaism to see in them nothing
more than compulsory practices. Its rites are the acts which break the
everyday character of eristence and recall to those who observe them the
sovereignty of God. The faithful Jows receive as a gift from God the
Sabbath and the obsorvances uwhich aim at sanctifying the human condition
(L'agir humain), Deyoned th~ir lite-alness, these are for the Jew light and
joy on the road of life (Psalms 119). They constitute a manper of living
within time (batir le temps) and of giving thanks for the whole of crestion,

It is indeed the whole of existence which must be referred te God, as St,
Paul reminded his brethren (1 Cor, 10, 30-31).

d. The dispersion of the Jevich people has to be understood in the light
of its own history.

If the Jewish tradition repards the ord=als end exile of the people as a
chastisement for its infidelities (Jer. 13,17; 20, 21-23), equally, since
the letter sent by Jeremiah to the exiles in Babylon (Jer. 29, 1-23), the
life of the Jewish people in the dispersion has also had & positive meaning;

in the face of all its trials, the Jewish people is called to "sanctify the
Name" in the midst of the nations.

Christisns must without ceasing combat the anti-Jewish and Manichean Cemp -
tation which consists of regarding the Jewish people as cursed on the grounds
that it has so obstinately been persecuted., On the contrary, according to
the witness of Scripture itself (Is. 53,204), to suffer persecution is fre-
quently the result and reminder of the prophetic condition,
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e. It is at the present time more difficult than nver to mske s calm theolo-
glcal judgment on the movement of the return of tl: Jewish people to "its"
land. Confronted by this, we cannot forget first of all ss Christians the
glfc made long ago by God to the people of Israel of s land on which it has
been called to be reunited (Gen. 12, 7; 26, 3-4; 28,13; Is. 43, 5-7, Jer.
16,15; Soph. 3,20).

Throughout history, the Jewish existence has constantly been divided between
life among nations and the wish for a national existence on ite land., This
aspiration presents numerous problems to the Jewish conscience itself. To
understand thies aspiration ond the resulting debate in all their dimensions,
Christians must not allow themselves to be misled by interpretations which
misconstrue the commungl and religious forms of life of Judoism, or by generous
but hasty political points of view, They must take account of the interpre-
tation given to their regathering around Jerusalem by the Jews who, in the

name of their faith, consider it 2s a blessing.

By this return and its repercussions, justice is put to the test. On the
political plane, there is a confrontation of the diverse demands of justice.
Beyond the legitimate diversity of political options, the universal conscience
cannot refuse to the Jewish people, which has undergone so many vicissitudes

in the course of its history, the right and the means for a political existence
among the nations. This right and the possibilities of existence can moreover
not be refused by the nations to those who, in the wake of local conflicts
resulting from this return, are now victims of grave situations of injustice,
Also, let us turn our eyes with attention toward this land visited by Ged,

and let us carry the lively hope that it will be a place where all its in-
habitants, Jewish and non-Jewish, can live in peace. This is en essential
question before which Christians, like Jews, find themselves, to know whether
the regathering of the dispersed of the Jewish people, which took place under
the cor~’ = "= of persecutions and the interplay of political forces, will
finslly or not, in spite of all the dramas, ba ona of the ways of justice of
God for the Jewish people, and at the same tima, as for it, for all the people
of the world., [low can Christians remain indifferent to what is presently being
decided on this land?

V1 - To Promote Mutunl "nowledge and Esteem (Nostra Aetate, & Par. 2)

Most of the encounters betwesn Jews and Christiens are still today marked by
ignorance on both sides ond somctimos by a certain mistrust. This ignorance
and this mistrust have bee~ in the past and can still be in the future the
source of cairiouvs misunderstanding and serious evils. We consider it an
essential and urgent tack that the priests, the faithful and all those respon-
sible for education, at whatever leval they may be, work to create in the
Christian people a better understanding of Judaism, of its tradition, its
customs and its history.

The first requirement is that all Christians should always have respect for
the Jew, whatever his manner of being Jewish, that they try to understand
him as he understands himself, instead of udging him according to their own
wey of thinking; that they have respect for his convictions, his aspirations,
his observances end for the attachment which he shows for them; that they
admit also that it is possible to have different ways of being Jewish or of
identifying oneself as Jowich, without prejudice to the fundamental unity of
Jeblish exiscence.

The second requirezment is that, in the encounters betwren Christians and Jews,
there be recognition of the right of each fully to bear witness to his faith
without in any way being suspected of wishing in san improper menner to detach
any person from his community in order to attach him to his own. Such an in-
tention should be excluded not only because of respzct for others which is
implicit in every dialogue with every person whoever he may be, but also for
a special reason to which Christians and above all pastors should pay more
attention. This reason is that the Jewish people has been the object, as a
pecple, of an "eternal Covenant" without which the "new Covenant" would not
have any existence. Also, so far from aiming 2t the disapoearance of the
Jewish community, the Church recognizes itself in the search for a living
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bond with it. A great opening of spirit, skepticism in regard to one's own
prejudices, and a keen understanding of the pasychological conditioning of

the individual are, in the face of such problems, indispensable qualities

for pastors. Even if there exist in the present context of the international
community (civilisation sans frontieres), individual interventions which lie
beyond the control of the two communities, the reciprocal respect which they
bear each other should not be affected by this.

VII - The Church and the Jewish People

4. The Jewish people is conscious of having received, through its special
vocation, a universal mission withrespect to the nations. The Church, for
its part, considers that its own mission can be put only within this same
universal purpose of salvation,

b. Israel and the Church are not complementary institutions, The permanence
both as regards Isrsel and the Church is the sign of the incompletion of the
Divine Plan. The Jewish people and the Christian people are thus in a situstion
of reciprocal contestation or, to quote St. Paul, of "envy" in the striving

for unity (Rm. 11, 14; Deut, 32, 21).

¢. The words of Jesus himself and the téeaching of Paul bear witness to the
role of the Jewish people in the achievement of the ultimate unity of mankind
as the unity of Israel and the nations. Also the search which Judaism makes
today for its unity cannot be alien to the purpose of the salvation of God.
Nor can it be unrelated to the efforts of the Christiasns in the search for
their own unity, although these two processes are realizing themselves along
very different roads,

But if the Jews and Christians are carrying out their vocations along distinct
roads, history shovs that their paths cross all the time. Does not their com-
mon concern relate to the Messianic times? Also, it is to be hoped that they
finally enter the road of mutual recognition and understanding and that, put-
ting aside their ancient enmity, they turn towards the Father in the same
movement of hope, which will be a promise for the whole world.

tEede
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memorandum
Rabbi Irwin M. Blank CONE - FOR DIS
OR_PUBLICATION

Rabbi Henry Siegman

[

FFErim

Consultations in Geneva, Rome and Jerusalem, July 9-27, 1973

I- Ld |I i'|l £ Il -r

date August 16, 1973

The following is a report on a number of meetings with officials of the
World Council of Churches in Geneva, of several Vatican Secretariats in
Rome, and a number of contacts in Israel. These discussions related to
two distinct programs of the Synagogue Council of America: (a) our om=-
going interreligious relations with the World Council of Churches and

the Vatican, and (b) the "Jeruszlem Colloquium" that we hope to be able to
hold in Hovember of 1974.

Jerusalem Collogquium

You will recall that at our Apnual Dinner in December, 1971, at which we
honored Foreign Minister Abba Eban snd presented him with the Council's
"Judaiem and World Peace Award," Rabbi Irvinm Lehrman announced our in-
tention to organize a Jerusalem Peace Colloguium, for which we will seek
to obtain special funds outside our normal scurces of income, As reported
in subsequent meetings of our Plenum, it is the purpose of this project

to bring together at a high-level conference leading religious personalities
in top policy-making positions in the Protestant and Catholiec Chureh to
discuss the broed issues of world peace. The kiad of people we have in
mind for this are religious personalities who generally have not visited
Israel and have not participated in interrsligious encounters with Jews
precisely because of the sensitive positions they hold in their respec-
tive Church organizations, For this reanon, the project would make sense
only if we could in fact reach the kind of people who in the past have
kept at arm's length from Israel and Jewish-sponsored activities. It would
clearly serve no purpose to have one more conference at which we will be
talking to the same people we are already talking to in other settings.

1 cita this background to explain the purnose of my discussions at the
World Council of Churches and at the Vatican. It was to ascertain wvhether
in fact there is reason to believe that we can succeed in involving the
personalities that we are after.

Before proceeding with a report of the reactions I encountered, let
me say & brief word about the project itself. What we projected was &
small consultation, modeled after the prestigious and highly successful
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Pugwash confarences. The general theme would be the problems of human
survival in the closing decades of the 20th century, and more specifically
what contributions the religious faith communities can make to international
peace, the reduction of racial and religious conflict, the promotion of
world economic developments and the preservation of the natural envir ooment.
Participation would be limited to approximately 20 or 25 religious person-
alities, including ropresentatives from "third world" religions - Muslims,
Buddhists and Hindus. Since we agreed not to draw on SCA funds for this
purpose, w9 were forrunate in obtaining the interest and support of Matthew
Roserhaus (Chairman of the loard of the J,B, Williams Company), who has
made available financial support for our preliminary work. Other major
contributors are Moses Hornstein and Eugene Hollander.

In Geneva, 1 discussed the project with Dr, Phillip Potter, General Sec=-
retary of the World Council of Churches, and Dr, Elfan Rees, Consultant
te the World Council of Churches' Commission on the Church and Interna-
tional Affaivrs, My purpose was mot to obtain formal involvemant or spon-
sorship of these Church organizations, but an assurance that we stand a
good chance o attracting the caliber of participation that we are after.

Dr. Fotter was reasonably positive. He indicated that he considered this
a potentially sigrificant enterprise, and invited me to be in touch with
him as plans for the Collogquium progresned, In other words, he did not
shut the door, nor did he say anything discouraging, Dr, Rees, on the
other hand, responded with considarable enthusiasm, He offered to send
me detailed coments and specific sugpostions of leading Protestant per-
sonalities who should be considered az invitees to the Colloquium, Since

Dr, Fotter will ultimately rely heavily on Rees' judgment, his response
was most encouraging.

My £irst mesting in Reme was with Msgr. Joseph Gremillion, the head of
the Fontifical Commissicn for Peace gnd Justice. This was the most cri-
tical of seversl meetings I was to hgzve in Reme, since Megr. Gremillion
is the man most directly resoonsible for the set of concerns with which
the Colloquium would deal, and Catholic personslities invited to the
Colloquium are likely to be iz touch with him, I should also note that
Msgr. Gremillion himself ia 2 man who very daliberately has kept his
distance from the Jewish comrunity. and withstood several efforts to
fovolve him and hie Commission in the work of the Vatican Committee on
Gatholic Jewlsh Releations.

For these ressona, I was eatirely unpreperzed for Gremillion's immediate
and seemingly unguarded enthusiasm for the project. He offaered to identify
leading Catholic personalities gnd to persuade them to attend, should they
be invited by us. He said that his Commission would gladly cooperate with
us whole-heartedly la assuring the success of this venture, Most surpri-
sing of all, he urgsd thut we hold the Colloquium in Jerusalem, and not

be dissuaded by obvious erguszents to hold it elsewhere.
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Gremillion recalled his experience in the United States, particularly during
the halcyon days of the civil rights struggle, to which the Jewish com-
munity had made such a major and disproportionate contribution. He said

that he saw this Colloquium as an avenue by which the Jewish community would
begin to make & similar contribution to the international search for justice
and peace, and that is why he welcomes it with such enthusiasm. Though Msgr.
Gremellion's expectations may be somewhat exaggerated, his reactions were
entirely unanticipated and, of course, most gratifying, Since I wisited
with him in the company of Msgr. Peter de Contenton of the Secretariat for
Christian Unity, and there exists among the different Vatican Secretariats
4 certain rivalry, Gremillion's reactions apparently served to heighten

de Contenson's own appreciation of the project. I suspect that this factor
had something to do with the equally enthusiastic reception I received the
following day on the part of Cardinal Jan Willebrands, the President of

the Secretariat for Christian Unity. I spent well over an hour with him,
most of the time discusssing the Collogquium., He told me that Pope Paul had
personally expressed to him on several occasions his great hope that Jews,
Christians and Moslems could get together to discuss their differences in

a spiritual and religious context, and that the proposed Colloguium offers
such an opportunity.

I pointed out to Willebrands that we deliberately removed the Middle Eastern
conflict from our early discussions, as this might serve to break up the
project before we ever got started. This did not lessen Willebrand's en-
thusiasm for the undertaking. Indeed, he suggestad that at some appropriate
timé we might arrange for an audience with Pope Paul, at which time he would
express his support for the Colloguium.

Cardinal Willebrands disagreed with Gremillicn's thinking on the question of
location. He said it is absolutely elecr to him that {f tha first Colloquium
were located in Jerusalem, there would not be Muslim participation of any
kind. He sugzestel, thercsfore, that at least the first conference be held
elsevhere, and perhaps the secend or third could be held in Jerusalem. He
stresesed, however, that wa retain the title "Jerusalem Colloquium" for its
important symbolisnm.

The Cavdinsl rurpested that the Vatican might be helpful in identifying
important Muslim, Hindu and Buddhist religious personalities, and offered
Lo set up an appointzznt for me with the Head of the Vatican Secretariat

for Non-Crristians, the Vatican office responsible for relations with
Eastern religions. I accepted, of course, and an appointment was immediately
made for me with Msgr. Peter M, Rossano, the new head of the Secretariat for
Hon-Christians,

My experience with Rossano was arpoat of my earlier meetings with Willebrands
and Gremillion; he was warm, supportive, and offered the services of his
Secretariat in identifying important Muslims, Buddhists and Hindu leaders,

and in persuading those who will be invited to attend, He even suggested
indirectly that by right, the Vatican's program for Catholie Jewish Re-
lations should have been located in his department. (I suspect it would
probably be no harm to our cause for the Secratariat for Christian Unity

to know that such fentiments exist in the Secretariat for Non-Christians.)
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Rossano echoed Willebrands' sentiments about the location of the Colloquium.

He thought we would be making a serious misteke 1f we were to hold it in
Jerusalem.

In summary, the enthusiastic response of the several Vatican Secratariats to
our; proposed Jerusalem Colloquium far exceeded my fondest expectations, Unless
there is a sharp change in attitude, what this response clearly suggests ia
that we have good reason to believe that we can obtain the kind of high level
participation that is absolutely essential for this project. I should add
that while the WCC response was 2 far more restrained one, it is clear that
when they will know of the Vatican's involvement, they will seek at the very
least to parallel, if not to exceed it., This - happily, from our point of
view - is the nature of the relationship that exists between these two bodies.

While in Israel, I had occasion to meet with many people, including Abraham
Harman, the president of the Hebrew University, members of the faculty of the
Hebrew University and Tel Aviv University, a=1 officiales of the Jewish Agency
and of the Government. I will not detail these discussions here, beyond say-
ing that all of them were helpful, I should mention, however, that in a meet-
ihg-with Teddy Koleck, the Mayor of Jerusalem told me that as much as he would
like to have the Colloguium take place in Jerusalem, it is clear to him that
this would be out of the question if we want to schieve the purpose we sat for
ourselves, lie said that not only would no Muslims attend a conference that
took place in Israel, but neither would many of the Christians who are so im-
portant to the success of this undertaking. He urged that we not consider Jeru-
salem until the second or third time around,

International Committe= for Interreligious Consultations

As indicated above, I also® pent scme time in Ceneva, Rome and Jerusslem in
discussions pertaining to our ongoing interreligious work with the World Counéil
of Churches and with the Vatican.

In Geneva I duscussed with Cerhart Riegner, General Secretary of World Jewish
Congress, a recent development that has apparently been the source of some
friction. Prof, Uri Tal of the University of Tel Aviv, a regular participant
in the consultations of the International Committee for Interreligious Consul-
tations with the World Council of Churches, was invited this past June by Dr.
Stanley Samartha of the World Couvrcil of Churchars to a planning session that

is preparing a multilateral consultatien of "Men of Living Faiths," that is

to take place in Ceylon in April, 1974, For the first time, this conference
will include Jewish participation, in addition to Christians, Muslims, Buddhists
and Hindus., (You will recall that these previous meetings did not include Jews,
a matter we had expressed out displeasure sbout.) Prof, Tsl was asked to re-
commend a number of Jewish participauts who would be invited ad personam by
the World Council of Churches to the Ceylon macting.

Riegner told me that he was upset over the fact that the WCC did not discuss
this matter with 1JCIC, and registered his feelings most forcefully with
John Snoek. Snoek maintained that this meeting was being organized by Samartha's




-5 o

department, not his own, and that theiavitations to &ll religions - not

only to Jewish participants, were being extended ad personam, and do not
invelve the usual bilsteral structures that exist between the World Council
of Churches and the several faith communities. Riegner maintained that at

the very least they should have consulted with IJCIC informally, and we should
not have learned about it after the facr.

A discussion of this matter was picked up again in Jerusalem, where I met
with Tal and Talmon. They agreed that even though the invitations are being
extended ad personam, and Uri Tal had been asked on s personal basis to
suggest additional names for the Ceylon meetings, these suggestions should
be forwarded to the WCC by Tal only after he will have consulted fully with
1JCIC. Prof, Talmon, who is chairing the Israeli section of IJCIC in the
absence of Zvi Werblowsky (who is on & sabbatical in the Netherlands) will

shortly forward to IJCIC supgestions for participants in the Ceylon meeting
for our consideration,

In Rome, FPeter de Contenson (who has replaced Rijk as the head of the Vati-
can Szcretariat for Catholic Jewish Relations) spent a good deal of time
with me on IJCIC business. He told me that his secretariat would shortly
lssue a set of guidelines for Catholic-Jewish relations, sddressed to the
Catholic world. These guidelines were originally prepared under Riik's dir-
ection, but were apparently so badly mauled by the Vatican Secretariat of
State that Rijk refused to issue the document. De Contenson said that he
and Willebrands had succeeded in meking certain improvements in the docu-
ment, and that it would also contain an announcement of the upgrading of

the office of Catholic Jewish Relations. Wheress in the past it was merely

a desk in the Secrctariat for Christian Unity, it will now be an independent
Commission, with Willebrands sppoint~d as its President, Megr. Charles
Moeller Vice President, and de Contenson as Sccretary. De Contenson will
receive the Curial rank of Under-Sccretary, somethinz which had eluded
Cornelus Rijk. Apparently, it is their hope that the announcement of the
upgrading of this office will make the document more palatableto the

Jewlsh community,

De Contenscn said he is faced with a dilemma. The section of the Vatican
11 declaration dealing with the Jews is virtually the only one with regerd
to which the Vatican has not issued an official elaboration, These officisl
statements cerve as a kind of "enabling legislation" for the Secretarist
that is assigned the responsibility for its implementation. Without the new
guidelines, de Contenson maintains his department lacks the authority to
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develop progrsms and policies in this area. He therefore chooses to opt for

a less than ideal document, since the slternative. as he sees it, is compl-
ete powelessness,

There is a major point that de Contenson tried to make to me in several of
his conversations, It is his feeling that while Ri k gained the popularity
and affection of the Jewish community because of his extremely liberal views
on the sub_ect of Judaism, he achieved this at the price of losing all power
and influence where it counts « within the Vatican hierarcly where he was
totally discredited. De Contenson feals that in the long run, if any sig-
nificant progress is to be made within the Catholic Church itself, it is

far more important that he retain his credibility within the Curia, even

if this means a more conservative posture than the one Rijk took. He was

most anxious that we understand his view of how progress can be made, given
the realities of the Catholic world today.

It is within this context that de Contenson said that he regretted the state-
mant issued by the Committee of the French Rishops. He said it is in fact far
ahead of Catholic theological thinking, and therefore will have little impact
on that thirking. Indeed, he seemed to think that it would make his life more
difficult, I was interested to note that this assessment was not shared by

de Contenson's superior, Msgr. Moeller, While he agreed with de Contenson
that the stotement contains views that are not easily reconciled with Ortho-
dox Catholic theology, he maintained that on balance the French statement
servad a positive purpose becsuse, at the very least, it will challenge

Catholics to deal more seriously with questions they would otherwise have
ignored.

At a subsequent meating with de Contenson, he unexpectedly handed me a COpy
of the document that is to be issued by his Secretariat after the summer,
To the iest of my knowledge, I zm the only person who has been shown the
docunert. Of course, he swore me to secrecy and told me of the dire conse-
quences te him if anyone krew that he showed it to me. I made it clear to
him that I had r~t asked to see it, nor had I even requested to be informed
of its cocténts, and that he is doing so entirely on his own initiative

and discretion. I also stated my personal conviction that the development

of a Catholic theology of Judaism is an internal Catholic matter, and not
the proper subject for negotiations between Catholics and Jews, It is there=
foere only in an eatircly personal and off-the-record manner that I am pre-
parec to sharg with him my reactions to the document. He welcomed the reser-
vations T expressed.

I teld him that by comparison with other statements, particularly the French
document, but also guidelines issued in the United States and elsewhere,

the new document suffers badly. However, even on its own terms, it is a
somevhat vngenercus and pgrudging statement. What seems to be needed most today
are zcts of generosity, and this statement does not quite fit the bill, More
specifically, I told him that I find it incredible that a statement issued

by the Church im 1973 egn pass {putter silence over the experience of the
holocaust and the rebirth of Jewish life and ereativity in Israel. I told
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him that the latter could be done in general humanitarian terms, without getting
into theological or political discussions,

The document speaks of a past of "mutual confrontations," creating the impres-
gions of a certain parallelism in our relationships, I told him this is ob-
viously a distortion of history, since to the best of my recollection Jews
never persecuted the Catholic Church. Also, the section dealing with the
continuation of Jewish life after the rise of Christianity - a very positive
and important section - is worded in an overly guarded and grudging manner.

In conclusion, I told kim thet he should have no doubt that such a statement
would be greeted most critically by the Jewish community.

I stressed that our discussion cennot be construed as a reaction of LJCIC,
since I have no authority to speak for it. Such a reaction must come as &
result of consultation of sll of its constituent parts, Also, even in my
personal capacity I am not rdyising him either to withhold or to issue the
document. As a matter of principle, I stronglv beliave that such decisions
must be their own, and I firnd the role of loblLyist a thoroughly abhorreat
one,

De Contenson was clearly disheartened by my reaction. He had abviously hoped
that it would be mora positive. lie said he had been working on this document
for three months, and ha.s now coma to the end of the road, He cannot see his
office working without scme kind of Jocument, end elearly this is the only cne
that the Secratariat of State will authorize. This would seem to leave him

no other choice, he said, but to follow Rijk's example and resign. I told

him that while I sympathira with his dilemma, I can offer him no advice,

De Contenscn called oa m2 once again the following day to say he had thought

of a way cut of his dilerma. Hc told me that he would prepare a separate docu-
meént - £0 be issved along with the suidelines - in which the ommissions of

the guidelires vould be taksn up., B2 felt that such a commentary on th & guide-
lines would not require the suthorization of thz Secretariat of State. I was
non-commital in my responsc, since is was not clear to me what the implications
of such a documant weuld be within the Catholic world. We parted on excellent
terms, with the promica that he would keep me informed of d evelopments.
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Rabbi Henry Slegman

Vatican Views on the Future of Jerusalen

January 29, 1974

Last week, our International Jewish Committee on Interreligious Consulta-
tions (IJCIC) hosted a reception for Michael Pragal (Director of the
Church Relations Diviclon of the Israel Ministry for Foreign Affairs) in
the offices of the Synagogue Council of America.

On his way to the United States, Mr. Pragal met with officials of the
Vatican Secretariat cf State and of the Vatican Office on Catholic-Jewish

Relations, A major svbject of their discussion was the future status of
Jerusalem.

Msgr. Silvestrini, an official of the Secretariat of State, informed Pragsai
that the Vatican has abandoned its earlier (pre-1967) support for the inter-
nationalization of the city of Jerusalem. The Vatican is still unclear a-
bout specific alternative formulas that it would support, and that is why
they have rescrted in their official statements to speaking about "a special
status in (pot for)lthe holy city, that is internationally guaranteed,"

ﬂl_sqmtrini stated categorically that the Vatican does not believe that the

.-l'"-‘-'-r-

Supiversal Chriciian interest” in the holy ecity would be served by the inter—
nationalizacion of Jerusalanm,

The vagueness of the Veticen formula iends itself to misunderstanding and dis-
tortion, When Emperor Hille Selancie and the heads of several African states
recently met with the Pops, they iesued = public statement that Pope Paul
reaffirped nils desire for the internationzlization of the city. Silvestrini
reassured Pragal that “tiz iz aot Fepe Taul's position.

You will pnote that this informetion conforms to what we had been told by the
Vatican Liason Committce when we met with them in Antwerp in December, 1973.

Pragal was c£lso pleased by the Vatican's recognition that it serves only as
spokesman for the Roman Catholic Church, and not for Christianity at large.

The Greek Orthodox Church and the Armenian Church have a larger stake than

the Roman Catholic Chuzch in Christian holy places in Jerusalem. The govern-
ment of Israel enjoys very good relations with these two Churches (both of

which, incidentally, do not see their own interests served by the internationali-
zation of the city), and intends to keep its relations with CLhese two Churches
geparate from its rclatiors with the Vatican,

World Couneil of Churches

Pragal informed us that for the first time in the history of the Middle-Eastemn
conflict, the World Council of Churches asked Israel if it needed any medical
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supplies. When Israel replied in the affirmative, the World Council of

Churches shipped to Israel five and one half tons of much needed medical
supplies, and also paid the air freight, This was more than a token ex-
pression, and, according to Pragal, was deeply appreclated by Israel,

"Vatican Confidential

As part of this report, 1 also wish to share with you the translation of
certain sections of a new book, entitled "Vatican Confidential," that ap~
peared recently in Germany. MHaving personally participated in the events
alluded to in these passages, I can testify to their accuracy. It is in-
teresting to speculate as to the author's sources of information,

These passages also serve to emphasize the significant shift that seems to
have occurred within the Vatican to a more positive and conciliatory gtii-

tude, as evidenced at our December, 1973 meeting.

We have the following translation courtesy of Rabbi Joachim Prinz, a curreat
mémber and a past chairman of IJCIC,

In important cases the State's Secretariat is not afraid to
suggest corrections on certain communiques, This was true
in the case of a communique issued at the first meeting of
the official delegation of the Curia and the Jews which took
place from the 20th to the 23rd of Septesber 1970. In con-
sideration of the sensitivities of the Arabs, this Catholic-
Jewish encounter was reduced to "an ecumenical meeting" be-
tween Catholice and Jews. Although the meetings took place
in Rome, they no longer took place at the Vatican itself,
and the Catholics present were no longer spoken of as repre-
sentatives of the Roman Catholic Church, but as a delegation
of the Secretariat for Christian Unity. There were also
changes of the text, in speaking of the common fight against
racisem, antisemitism and all other forms of discrimination,
Suddenly the word "antisemitism" was omltted.

The Secretariat for Christian Unity "is also in charge of all
the affairs concerning Jews as a religious group." These are
the terms which are used by Pope Paul in the rules governing
the affairs of the Curia. But the office of Jewish-Catholic
Relations is treated worse than any other department, For a
long time now the Secretary of Stace refused to issue a docu-
ment which replaces the half-hearted declaration on the Jews

by the Vatican Council with a clearer language. This document
takes the Jewish roots of the Christian faith seriously and con-
demns antisemitism in any form.

Already in November of 1969 a Commission consisting of the head
of the Vatican office for Jewish-Catholic Relations, the Dutch
Frofessor Cornelius Rijk, who resigned his office in the meantime,
also included as Councillors Frs. Flannery, de Kruijf, and Rudloff,
a former Benedictine abbot from Jerusalem. One of the Councillors
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was algo Le Deault, Professor at the Biblical Institute

in Rome, The revised text was presented to this Commis-

sion and both the members of the Secretariat and the Council-
lors approved of 1t on November 24, 1969. Since that day the
document rests in the drawers of the State Secretariat,

The State Secretariat would like to be on good terms with

the Arabs of the Near East, Thus, Israel the Jewish State

has until now not been officially recognized by the Vatican.
When in 1964 the Pope spent ten hours in Israel, he avoided
studiously to address the head of the State, as Mr. President.
On the other hand, the Vatican maintains full diplomatic re-
lations with a number of enemias of the Jewish State. Seated
in Madrid, a lieutenant general represents Iraq. At the
Vatican itself representatives of Lebanon, Syria and Egypt

are accredited. In Egypt, Syria and Iraq a pro nuncio re-
presents the Vatican, in Lebanon the nuncio is g doyen of the
diplomatic corps. At the beginning of 1972 several North
African states were added. In the preface of the still un-
published Jewish document are certain statements which arouse
the suspicion of the Secretary of State. According to him, they
are bound to create diplomatic difficulties with the Arabs. In-
asmuch as the Jews are concerned, they must be considered a very
welcome relief expressed by the authorities of Rome. The pro-
jected text of 1969 reads as follows:

“"After so many geperations have suffered a painful exile, an

exile which was rendered more unbearable by persecution and moral
suppression, the Christians should ask their Jewish brothers'
pardon, Again and again the Jews have manifested their loyalty

to the land which was promised to their forefathers since the days
of Abraham, It secems necessary that the Christians try to under-
stand and respect the religious importance of this bond between

the people and the land, The existence of the State of Israel can-
not be separated from this perspective which can be maintained with-
Out expressing any judgment of historic clashes and decisions of
purely political nature."

In that document are contained propesals for a dialogue, the liturgy,
education, as well as social cooperation. While the Jewish declara-
tion of the Council weakened the vord “damnat" (damnation, rejection)
when it deals with antisemitism, the new document epeaks very clearly
in terms of condemnation of all forms of antisemitism. The reason
for the condemnation is not merely a reaffirmation of the dignity of
man, but also the theologic-historic relationship between the Church
and the Jewish people. Antisemitism is there considered to be inm
contradiction to the spirit of Christianity,

The difficulties are not much smaller when we think of the international
Jewish-Catholic dialogue. The deputy who represents the Secretary of
State, Benelli, said sbout this dialogue: "We have to held om to it,
we simply cannot avoid it."
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From the 20th to the 23rd of December 1970 the official

delegation of the Curia and the Jews took place in the

building of the Department of Christian Unity of the

Vatican. At that time concrete plans for an international

dialogue were discussed. The press communique which had

been agreed upon spoke of an Increasing cooperation for

peace and justice, human rights and religious freedom, and

a strengthening of the battle against racism, antisemitism

and all forms of discrimination. It was upon the request

of the Secretary of State that the official Vatican newspaper
Osservatore Romano weakened this press release and eliminated

the world antisemitism. But that was not encugh. The Secre-

tary of State began an attack upon the whole program worked

out by the meeting of December 1970. That Jewish-Catholic
program of cooperation spoke of the legitimate differences

between Church and Judaism. The commentary of the Secretary

of State reads as follows: "Can we reaily talk about legiti-

mate differences? While the fundamental points in our credo

must be considered as legitimate, it seems to me impossible

to consider the Jewish rejection of these doctrines to be legit-
imate, which means to have a basis in truth." Insofar as the
common tasks of Catholics and Jews are concernad, the Secretariat
notes: "Among the questions considered to be of mutual interest,
there is mentioned the fight against poverty, racism and all forms
of antisemitism, We do not want to talk of the problems of poverty
which are often caused by the role of important Jewigh participation
in international finances. This, incidentally, was also one of

the reasons for antisemitism and has nothing to do with its Christian
causes. Thus, it seems to be a great risk to talk about the battle
against racism."

When some of the Eastern Churches sold some of their property to the
Jewish University of Jerusalem, the Secretariat insisted vpon the
Catholic legal viewpoint, according to which Christian property, par-
ticularly ecclesiascie Property, must not be sold toe Jews., He later
declared this sale as null and void and tried to nullify the whole
transaction before Jewish courts.

It was because of the policy of the State Secretariat that Professor
Rijk drew the consequences at the beginning of 1973, He considered
his work at the office for Jewish-Christian relations to be unprom-
ising and resigned. The Jews themselves became aware of the fact
that they could find litcle support for their affairs at the Vatican,
and it was only in rare cases that they turned to the office of
Jewish~Christian relations.

While Professor Rijk left his post inconspicvously and quictly, the
visit of the Prime Minister of Israel, Mrs. Golda Meir, when she saw
the Pope at the beginning of 1973, aroused more attention. It was
after that meeting that the Vatican found it necessary to disclose
that the visit of the Prime Minister did not change in the least the
relationship between the Vatican and Israel.

Kindest regards,




Cctober 28, 1974

Mr, Ira Silverman
Institute For Jewish Policy Planning & Research

of the Synagogue Council of America
432 Park Avenuae South

New York, N, Y. 10015
Dear Ira:
It was good to see you and hear you, if only briefly.

Il write to remind you of yoar promise to send the typescripts
of the Brandeis symposiam on American-Israel Relationships.
The sooner the more asefal.

Would you consider going one step farther and organizing a
symposiam on the question of the possibilities and limits of
pro-Israel public relations in the United States? Where
should we be putting our efforta? What issues are being
responded to and on what level? Most of as still cperate
with a frame of reference which was valid ten years ago and
is no longer valid what with the oil weapon, Arab treasure
and the changing interests of the big powers in the Middle East,
About two months ago we, the Federation Task Force asked
the NJCRAC and the National Task Force to organize such a
stady. It keeps getting lost in the press of their busy work
and althoagh they think it a good idea in principle they have
not moved on it. How about it? The sooner the better,

Slncerely,

Danisl Jeremy Silver




INSTITUTE FOR JEWISH POLICY PLANHIHE AND HEEEAHE:H
OF THE 8YNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA ° AA AVENUE. M.\

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Synsgogus Council o Americs

November 8, 1974

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver

The Temple

University Circle at Silver Park
Cleveland, Ohio 44106

Dear Danmy!:

I just received your note of October 28, forwarded to me
from Hew York.

I trust that by now you have received the batch of Brandeis
symposium papers, which I sent out on October 24, the day
after we met in Cleveland. I1f you have for any reason not
gotten them, please let me know immediately so we can send
you another set.

Thanks for your suggestion on studying (by symposium, or
other investigation) the issue of pro-Israel public relations
in the U.5. I cannot tell you strongly enough how important
I think such an evaluation is. Until recently, in view of
the fact that other organizations (e.g. the ones you mention,
NJCRAC, Hational Task Force, etc.) are charged with that re-
sponsibility, I have been reluctant to forge ahead. But
given their slowness, and your encouragement among others,

I am initiating steps to move into that direction and will
keep you posted., Coincidentally, only yesterday in a meeting
I had with Moshe Arad, Israeli Minister of Information (an
affable, open fellow, receptive and responsive to suggestion
and criticism, I think) he himself urged us to get into this
area, 0 as to provide them with guidance.

1'11 see what we can do, and will let you know. For now,
thanks and regards.

As s

ra Silverman
Director




November 12, 1974

Mr. Ira Silverman, Director

Institate for Jewish Policy Planning & Research
The Synagogue Council of America

1776 Massachusstts Ave, , N. W,

Washington, D.C, 20036

Dear Ira:

[ am delighted that you are goling to go ahead with the

next symposium on public relations and the planning of
pro-lsrael pablic relations. [ cannot think of a better
group. I hope you will invite me to be present.

Sincerely,

Daniel Joremy Silver




November 19, 1974

Mr. [ra Silverman, Director

Institute For Jewish Polley Planning & Research
of The Synagogue Counclil of America
1776 Massachusetts Ave,, N, W,

Washington, D, C, 20036
Dear lra:
I am delighted you are going ahead with the project. It

ia my understanding that the National Israel Task Force
has voted to have a reassessment meeting with local

pecple, It is to take place in January. It is in no way
& daplication of or sarrogate for the kind of policy
planning which we had in mind, If the Ilnstitate doesn't
move loto this area no one will really give it the hard
work that is required.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF CLEVELAND
(in formation)

July 27, 1976

Rabbi Daniel J. Silver
c/o The Temple
Shaker-Richmond Branch
26000 Shaker Blvd.
Beachwood, Ohio 44122

Dear Rabbi Silver:

For many years, there has been a significant unmet need within
the Cleveland Jewish synagogue community to have an organized forum
through which the religious community can have a voice in the for-
mulation of Jewish communal policies, An additional need exists to
devote efforts towards the resolution of common congregational pro-
blems. A representative group of orthodox, conservative and reform
rabbis and lay leaders has been informally meeting to assess the

feasibility and plan for the organization of a Cleveland Synagogue
Council.

This ad hoc group believes that it is now desirable to invite
active participation in the continuing organizational planning for
the Council by every synagogue and temple in the greater Cleveland
area. We, therefore, invite the Rabbi and the president of your
congregation to attend a meeting to explore the advantages of a
Synagogue Council to be held on August 19, 1976 at 8:00 p.m. at the
Taylor Road Syn e, If either cannot attend, please have an
appropriate substitute representative attend so that each Synagogue
is represented by two people. It would be appreciated if you would
call The Temple office (831-3233), Mrs. Mimi Shapiro, and indicate
your representatives who will attend.

The formation of a Synagogue Council is long overdue in our
community. It can produce numerous communal and individual synagogue
benefits. We hope that you will grasp this opportunity to actively
participate in this potentially most significant positive step in
the religious life of our 1L

- - . g O
R 1 Armon ohen - Ré y 1o Rabbl Daniel S5ilver

%ﬂh’ Arthur Jaf% E QE ne @




Pope Paul greeting Rabbi Henry Sisgman,
Execulive Vice-Presiden! of the Synagogue
Council of America at historic meeting in
January, 1975 belween representalives of
internafional Jewish o gantcalions and the
Vatican

The Synagogue Council of America

The 50th Anmversary
of A Umque
Expﬂrimﬂﬂ

Forty men and women are seated
around a conference table in a for-
mer palace overlooking Lake Como
in Italy. It is the final day of a five-
day international conference; the
conferees represent a mini-United
Nations—men and women of diverse
races, religions and nationalities
from wvirtually every part of the
globe.

OUne of the participants asks for
the floor for "a point of personal
privilege”. He is the Dean of the Fa-
culty of the Humanities of the He-
brew University in Jerusalem, the
only Israeli at the meeting. "1 wish
Lo express some sense of what it has
meant for me, an Israeli, whose
brothers and sisters live lives of to-
tal isolation from their immediate
neighbors, to have spent five days in
the company of Moslems from Arab
countries and from other parts of the
Third World, and to have ex-
perienced nothing but warmth and
friendship,” he says. "It is an experi-
ence that emboldens me to express
the hope that some day in the not-
too-distant future, this conference
might be held in Jerusalem. It is an
invitation [ extend to all of you, but
most particularly to my newly-found
Arab friends.”

The senior Arab participant, an

Egyptian, spontaneocusly arose,
walked over to the Israeli and pub-
licly embraced him. "1 accept yvour
invitation."

This remarkable scene played it-
self out in the stunned presence of
men and women whose names and
faces are familiar ones in interna-
tional circles. They included Rev.
Theodore M. Hesburgh, President of
the University of Notre Dame, Chief
S. 0. Adebo, for many years Nig-
eria’s Ambassador to the U.N., Cy-
rus Vance, the former U.S. Deputy
Secretary of Defense, Dr. Norman
Borlaug from Mexico, the Nobel
Laureate, father of the "Green Revo-
lution”, and other international no-
tables.

The men and women witnessing
this unusual scene—Muslim, Hin-
dus, Protestants, Catholics, Jews,
Buddhists—had gathered in Bel-
lagio, Italy under the auspices of the
Synagogue Council of America to
consider the ethical and moral di-
mengions of the world hunger prob-
lem. The Arab who embraced the Is-
racli was a former member of the
Egyptian Cabinet. The Israeli has
since been appointed Director-Gen-
eral of Israel's Ministry of Foreign
Affairs.




The late Abraham Joshua Heshel addressing

the Synagogue Council of America’s public
rally for Soviet Jews in Washington, D.C

What is the Synagogue Council of
America, and why does it organize
conferences of the kind that took
place last May in Italy?

The Synagogue Council of Ameri-
e 18 8 unigue American creation
that could not have come into exis-
tence in any other period of Jewish
history. It is an "umbrella” organi-
zation bringing together under one
roof the official leadership of the na-
tional organizations of Conservative,
Orthodox, and Reform Judaism in
the United States. Since each of
these three branches are themselves
organized into parallel rabbinic and
lay organizations, the Synagogue
Council of America is a "mixed’
body, containing an equal number of
lay and rabbinic representatives,

The overriding purpose of the SCA,
which this year is celebrating its
50th anniversary, is to forge a united
point of view that reflects Jewish reli-
gious sensibilities on a wide range of
important issues facing American
Jewry. It serves as the common table
around which the national repre-
sentatives of Conservative, Ortho-
dox, and Reform Judaism form com-
mon policies with regard to these is-
sues. More importantly, it is the sin-
gle voice which articulates this com-
mon point of view before Congress,
the White House, Christian organi-
zations and various international fo-
rums. As the official voice of the
largest Jewish community in the
world—twice as numerous as the
Jews of Israel—its responsibilities
are far-reaching and have the most
SOrIOUS CONSAqUENCES,

Though SCA is guided by the prin-
ciple that in a democracy, every re-
gource of religion nwust be used to

v

Archhizshops Joseph L. Bernardin and Jean Jadot, from left chat with Rabbi Joseph H. Lookstein,

president of the Synagogue Council of American during a meeting al Catholic University in Wash-
ington, I).C. marking the 10th anniversary of the Vatican IT Declaration on relations with the Jews.

Jensie Jackson (third from right) meeting with officers of the Synagogue Council al @ symposium
on Black-fewish relations held in Chicago in 1975,

further the rights and aspirations of
the Jewish community, a religious
Jew's concerns necessarily embrace
the wellbeing of all humanity. We
are forbidden to be uncaring about
the suffering of any people. That
such a universal outreach need not
be at the expense of specific Jewish
concerns is made abundantly clear
by the moving episode above. Seek-
ing dialogue is a continuation of val-
ued Jewish traditions and an exten-
gion of our own deepest historic in-
stincts.

A major responsibility of SCA is
to interpret Jewish concerns and
Jewish self-understanding to the
Christian world. SCA is the indis-
pensable religious “pivot” of an in-
ternational Jewish organization
formed in 1968 to relate officially to
the World Council of Churches (Pro-
testant) and to the Roman Cathalic
Church. The meetings that have
been held since then already consti-
tute a fascinating chapter in the
long history of the relations of Jud-
aism and Chnstianity.

The first meeting with an interna-
tional delegation representing the
Roman Catholie Church occurred in
Rome in December of 1970. The his-
toric character of that occasion was
defined by the fact that for the first
time since the the rise of Christian-
ity 2,000 vears ago, Jewish repre-
sentatives met with representatives
of the Catholic Church as equals,
not in the traditional role of suppli-
cants. A particularly moving and
dramatic moment of the meeting oc-
curred when members of the Jewish
delegation took time out from their
deliberations to light the Chanukah
Menorah on the grounds of the Vati-
can, and the Catholic hosts listened
respectfully as the blessings were
recited and "Hanerot Halalu” was
chanted, with St. Peters in the back-
ground!

In March, 1978, relations with the
Catholic Church achieved a major
breakthrough when a high-level
delegation representing the Vatican
met with the International Jewish
Committee in Jerusalem for the first




time. The Catholic delegation, in a
public statement following the con-
clusion of this meeting, expressed its
deep joy over the historical and re-
ligious significance™ over the fact
that they met for the first time in
the holy city of Jerusalem™,
Interreligious activities are also a
major focus of the Synagogue Coun-
cil's work in the United States,
where the Council parallels the role
of the National Conference of Cath-
olic Bishops and the National Coun-
cil of Churches, the central bodies of
American Catholicism and Protes-
tantizm,

_Through a network of formal rela-
tions with these two major Christian
bodies, the Synagogue Council of
America informs them of pressing
Jewish domestic and international
concerns. Only last March the Na-
tional Conference of Catholic Bish-

ops requested all Catholic churches
throughout the nation to offer a spe-

cial prayer during Sunday Mass for
the oppressed Jews in Syria, an un-
precedented expression of solidarity
and support.

While it is true that most of the
glamor attaches itself to SCA’s ac-
tivities in the area of international
l and interreligious "diplomacy”, its

el X most important work relates to
SALEGUAROING American Jewish life. Less than
RelIGIO IS four years ago, the Synagogue Coun-
hﬁt'l‘l v cil established a new and unique in-

s strumentality—a Jewish "think
tank”, whose purpose it 15 to mobi-
lize the best available talent to en-

A 2 A CT -“]{1 gage in intensive and imaginative
1]‘“'! AISII «© ?uﬂ_min‘:tiun_uf ln;g-range problems
e Ja ACINg AMErICAn JewWTYy.
lht'_‘ Inter ['-“'lh The Institute for Jewish Policy

Planning and Research of the Syna-
""q,hn ement gogue Council of America, based in
) Washington, D. C., seeks to provide
an understanding of the long-range
forces that shape the character and
quality of America Jewish life in the
years ahead, and, through careful
planning, to enable American Jews
to retain a measure of control over
their own destiny.

The Council’s Institute has pro-
duced definitive studies which have

become the basis of policy planning

4
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by various sectors of the Jewish e
community in areas such as Jewish EEE*:::‘TTL.}:E_E}E
education, demographic changes EELTEC T

and their impact on synagogue life,
the problems and challenges posed
by a rapidly aging Jewish communi-
ty, and the significance of new life
styles among Jewish youth for the
future of Jewish life and the institu-
tions that serve them.
] y Its monthly publication, ANALY-
i S SIS, has become an indispensable re-




source for informed Jewish laymen
and rabhis who seek to understand
Jewish life in its totality.

There are numerous other areas of
Jewish life in America on which the
Synagogue Council of America's ac-
tivities have had a significant im-
pact. These include the defense of
Constitutional protections of reli-
gious freedom and separation of
church and state, the submission of
amicus briefs in landmark decisions
of the U.8. Supreme Court to which

relevant insights from our religious
heritage were applied, representa-
tion at the United Nations (the Sy-
nagogue Counecil of America enjoys
Non-Governmental nization
status), and testimony before
Houses of Congress in connection
with major new legislative pro-
grams,

In short, the Couneil is the voice of
religious Jewry in America. The im-
portance of that statement can be
appreciated fully only if one under-

stands that the American experi-
ence has been so extraordinarily
congenial to Jewish fortunes be-
cause of its unique acceptance of the
religious identity of its citizenry as
Protestants, Catholics and Jews. It
is the Synagogue Council of Ameri.
ca that has in so many ways—most
of them unheralded and unpubli-
cized—infused the public role that
Jews have played in this three-faith
context with responsibility and dig-
nity
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DANIEL JEREMY SIVER - RARES
STUART CELLER March 18, 1977

Susncigie Rabbi

STOFrErS A ELERN
Antistand Rabibd

LB 5 BasqfleCLR
Unrd ks Secresery

Dr. Marvin L. Whitman
2671 Rochester R4,
Cleveland, Chio 44122

Dear Marvy:

The Synagogue Council of America represents the major national
organizations of the American synagogue commaunity and presents
the religicus face of our commaunity in dealing with the govern-
ment, other national religious bodies and international religicus
groups, Over the years the 5. C. A, has grown in importance as a
spokesman for the synagogue community. For the past several years
[ have been 2 member of the S, C. A, 's Board of Trustees as a re-
presentative of the Central Conference of American Rabbis,

This year the S. C. A, has embarked on its first national fund-
raising program and [ have agreed to support this project as best

[ can. The S.C, A, seeks patrons and contributions of more modest
levels. I am writing to our Board in the hope that you will be able
to join me in making a sizeable contribution to the 5. C. A. If you
would mail me your contribution I will add mine and send on our
gift. 1 hope we can raise a few thousand dollars for this purpose.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver

DJIS:mp
Encl, L
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DAMIEL JEREMY SILVER - RABRI
STUART CELLER March 22, 1977

Asiaciale Rabhbd

STEPHEN A, KLEIM
dgrisiant Rabbi

LD S RAMBERCER
Exacutive Secretary

Mr. Jerome Friedman
3715 Warrensville Center Rd.
Cleveland, Ohio 44122

Dear Jerry:

The Synagogue Council of America represents the major national
organizations of the American synagogue community and presents
the religious face of our community in dealing with the govern-
ment, other national religious bodies and international religious
groups, Over the years the S. C. A, has grown in importance as a
spokesman for the synagogue community., For the past several years
Il have been a member of the S, C, A. 'a Board of Trustees as a re-
presentative of the Central Conference of American Rabbis.

This year the 5, C. A, has embarked on its first national fund-
raising program and [ have agreed to support this project as best

I can, The 5. C. A, seeks patrons and contributions of more modest
levels., I am writing to our Board in the hope that you will be able
to join me in making a sizeable contribution to the 5. C. A. If you
would mail me your contribution I will add mine and send on our
gift. I hope we can raise a few thousand dollars for this purpose.

Sincerely,
4

Kadbn o

Daniel Jeremy Silver

RECEIVED
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SHAPTRO. EENDIS & ASSOC. CO.. LLP.A.

ATTORNEYE AND COUNSBELLORE AT LAW
43 Pusuic BEQUARE
Roam 310
CLEVELAND, OHID 447113
[216] 621-2030

MaumRioE H. BHAPIRDO IN REPLY REFER TO
ALLYyM D. KENDIB FILE NO.
ALan oJ. SHAFIRD

JarMes D, KEnDIR

ROBERT D. KENDIB

BMELOON E. BASKIN March 30, 1977
JamMes M. BrowH

Iwin oJ. DinN

Rabbi Daniel J. Silver
26000 Shaker Boulevard
Beachwood, Ohio 44122

Re: The Synagogue Council
of America

Dear Rabbi Silver:

I have received your letter of March 23, 1977, and I am enclosing
herein the donation to The Synagogue Council of America from
Ethel and myself in the amount of $100.00.

1 sincerely hope that this will help in your obtaining a contri-
bution to the SCA from The Temple.

1 feel that anything we can do towards the education of people to
Judaism and Jewish Theology is well worthwhile,

Thanking you for thinking of me in this regard, 1 am

Sincerely yours,
)

i

Ethel and Aliyn Kendis

ADK:db

Enclosure




BELDEN D. GOLDMAN, M. Iv

HEIGHTS MEDICAL CENTER
2400 FAIRMOUNT BLVD.
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STEVEN H. RUBIN

3690 ORANGE PLACE
BEACHWOOD, OHID 44122
(216) 464-4200

April 13, 1977

The Temple

26000 Shaker Blvd.

Beachwood OH 44122

Attention: Rabbli Daniel Jeremy Silver

Dear Rabbl Dan:

With regard to your letter of March 23, 1977, I am enclos-

ing a check for $25 payable to Synagogue Council of America
in hopes that this will help your very good cause,

Sincerely yours,
(_D i S,

Donald F. Bercu

DFE=1mb




April 22, 1977

Mr. and Mrs. Allyn Kendis
22655 Chagrin Blvd.
Cleveland, Chio 44122

Dear Ethel and Allyn:

l am geateful to you for your contribution to the Synagogue
Council of America. I will forward our checks as a group

and you can rest assured they will be deeply appreciated.
Thanks again for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




April 22, 1977

Mrs. Albert Tepper
19601 Van Aken Blvd.
Cleveland, Chio 44122

Dear Mary!

l am grateful to you for your contribution to the Synagogue
Couancil of America. I will forward our checks as a groap
and you can rest assured they will be deeply appreciated.

Thanka again for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




April 22, 1977

Mr. Leonard 5. Schwartz
2112 Acacia Park Dr.
Cleveland, Chio 44124

Dear Leonard:

I am grateful to you for your contribation to the Synagogue
Council of America. [ will forward cur checks as a group

and you can rest assured they will be deeply appreciated,
Thanks agaln for your coo eration,

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




April 22, 1977

Mr. and Mrs. James D. Kendis
3535 Rolling Hilla Dr.
Cleveland, Chio 44124

Dear Susan and Jim:

lam grateful to you for your contribution to the Synagogue
Council of America. I will forward our checks as a group
and you can rest assured they will be deeply appreciated,
Thanks agaln for your eroperatinn,

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




April 22, 1976

Mr. Norman R. Klivans
14731 County Line Rd.
Chagrin Falls, Chio 44022

Dear Norm:

[am grateful to you for your contribution to the Synagogue
Council of America. [ will forward our checks as a groap

and you can rest assured they will be deeply appreciated,
Thanks again for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




April 22, 1977

Mr, Bertram J. Krohngold
l Bratenahl Place
Cleveland, Thio 44108

Dear Bert:

lam grateful to yon for your contribution to the Synagogaoe
Council of America. I will forward our checks as a groap
and you can rest assured they will be deeply appreciated.
Thanke again for your cooperation,

El-n-“rﬂl?l.

Daniel Jeremy Silver




April 22, 1977

Dr. Belden D. Goldman
Heighta Medical Center
2460 Fairmounnt Blvd,
Cleveland, Chio 44106

Dear Belden:

Iam gratefal to you for your contribation to the Synagogue
Council of America. [ will forward our checks as a group
and you can rest assured they will be desply appreciated.

Thanks again for yoar cooperation.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




April 22, 1977

Mr. Jerome Friadman
3718 Warrensville Ctr. Road
Cleveland, Chio 44122

Dear Jerry:

lam grateful to yoa for your contribation to the Synagogue
Council of America. [ will forward oar checks as a group
and you can rest assuared they will be deeply appreciated.
Thanks again for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




April 22, 1977

Mr. Allen Friedman
3104 Kingsley Rd,
Cleveland, Chio 44122

Dear Allen:

Lam gratefal to you for your contribution to the Synagogue
Cogncil of America. I will forward onr checks as a groap
and you can rest assured they will be deeply appreciated,
Thanks again for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver

DJS:mp
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April 22, 1977

Mr. Max J. Eisner
2932 Broxton Road
Cleveland, Chilo 44120

Dear Bud:

l am grateful to yoa for your contribution to the Synagogue
Council of America. [ will forward our checks as a group
and you can rest assured they will be deeply appreciated.
Thanks again for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




April 22, 1977

Mr. Leo Demsey
21176 Claythorne Rd,

Cleveland, Chio 44122

Dear Léo:

Il am grateful to yon for your contribution to the Synagogue
Council of America. I will forward our checks as a group

and you can rest assured they will be deeply appreciated,
Thanks again for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




April 22, 1977

Mpr. Donald F. Berca
3690 Crange Place
Cleveland, Chi~s 44122

Dear Don:

lam grateful to you for your contribation to the Synagogue
Council of America. [ will forward our bhecks as a group

and you can rest assured they will be deeply appreciated.
Thanks again for your cooperation,

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver
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DAMNIEL JEREMY SILVER - RABSI

v aie Nabbi April 29, 1977

STEFPHEN A, KLEIM
dasiiant Eabbi

LED 5 BAMBIRLER
Fseruinve Secreiary

Mr. Frank E. Joseph, Jr.
2864 W. Park Blvd,
Cleveland, Ohic 44120

Dear Frank:

You may recall my letter requesting the Board to help in sup-
porting the Synagogue Council of America daring an important
transitional period for that central religious body. I would like
to be able to send the SCA a good contribution from The Temple
and hope to be able to do so as soon as possible,

Would you be kind enough to mail your contribution at this point?
This is a time when many requests are made, bat I trust you

will respond favorably to this one - my only regquest of the year.

Sincerely,

1::';11'.::&'-_‘!&‘5&
Daniel Jeremy Silver
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DrARIEL JERERY SIEWER - RARBI
STUART CELLER

Ausochate Rabhd ﬂpril 39, 1???

STEPHEMW A KLEIM
Agsivbamt Babbl

LECY & BAMBIRGER
Executive Secretany

Mr. Stanley A. Melsel
28849 S, Woodland
Cleveland, Ohio 44124

Dear Stan:

You may recall my letter requesating the Board to help in aup-
porting the Synagogue Council of America during an important
transitional period for that central religious body. I would like
to be able to send the SCA a good contribution from The Temple
and hope to be able to do so as soon as possible,

Would you be kind encugh to mail your contribution at this point?

This is a time when many requests are made, but I trust you
will respond favorably to this one - my only request of the year.

Sincerely,

Hl.z'{-.' .:ég;c:—

Daniel Jeremy Silver
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DAMIEL JEREMY SHVER- LARSI

Aosius Rakis April 29, 1977

STEPHEN A ELEIN
Aasisiand Eablyl

LEOD 5 BAMBERCER
Furgutive Secietary

Mr. Frank E. Joseph, Jr,
2B64 W, Park Blvd.
Cleveland, Ohio 44120

Dear Frank:

You may recall my letter requesting the Board to help in sup-
porting the Synagogue Council of America during an important
transitional period for that central religious body. I would like
to be able to send the SCA a good contribution from The Temple
and hope to be able to do so as soon as possible,

Would you be kind enough to mail your contribution at this point?

This is a time when many requests are made, but I trust you
will respond favorably to this one - my only request of the year,

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver
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DANIEL JERIMY SILVER - RABS|

STUART CELLER
Associate Rabbi May 4, 1977

STEPHEN A ELEIM
Agsistant Eahbi

LED 5. BAMBERGER
Evecitivie Seoretary

Mr. William Katz
24908 Duffield
Cleveland, Ohio 44122

Dear Bill:

You may recall my letter requesting the Board to help in sup-
porting the Synagogue Council of America during an important
transitional period for that central religious body. I would like
to be able to send the SCA a good contribution from The Temple
and hope to be able to do 8o as soon as possible.

Would you be kind enough to mail your contribution at this point?
This is a time when many requests are made, but I trust you
will respond favorably to this one - my only request of the year.

Sincerely,

Ve dotrfe

Daniel Jeremy Silver




-
| ‘ Ii ‘I I | l UNIVERSITY CIRCLE AT SHAVER PARK « CLEVELAMD, DHIO 44106 =+ T91-7755
ERARCH: 000 SHAKER BIVD. - BEACHWOOD, OHID 44722 - B¥1-3131

DAKIEL JEREMY SELVER - RABE

Hate May 4, 1977

STEPHEM A. ELEIN
dasivtant Rabhbi

LEC? 5 BAMAIECER
Espruitve Secreiary

Mrs., Irwin Shifrin
2860 Falmouth Rd,
Cleveland, Ohio 44122

Dear Elkie:

You may recall my letter requesting the Board to help in sap-
porting the Synagogue Council of America daring an important
transitional period for that central religious body. I would like
to be able to send the SCA a good contribution from The Temple
and hope to be able to do so as soon as possible,

Would you be kind enough to mail your contribution at this point?
This 18 a time when many requests are made, but I trust you

will respond favorably to this one - my only request of the year,

Sincerely,

(ereotd= _
Daniel Jeremy Silver
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DANIEL JERDMY SILVER - EABRI

STUART CELLER
Associate Rabbi May 4, 1977

STEPHEN & KLERS
Awsistarit Eabhha

LED 5 BAMBERCIR
Fupcutive Secrelary

Mr., Leo W. Neuamark
27030 Cedar Rd. #409B
Cleveland, Ohio 44122

Dear Leo:

You may recall my letter requesting the Board to help in sup-

porting the Synagogue Council of America during an important
transitional period for that central religious body. I would like

to be able to send the SCA a good contribution from The Temple
and hope to be able to do 8o as soon as possible.

Would you be kind enough to mail your contribution at this point?
This is a time when many requests are made, but I trust you
will respond favorably to this one - my only request of the year,

Sincerely,

I_Ec g

Daniel Jeremy Silver
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Sanford Heiser
28790 Chagrin Boulevard
Suite 200
Cleveland, Ohio 44122

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver
The Temple

University Circle at Silver Park
Cleveland, Ohio 44106

Dear Rabbi Dan:

Thank you for your letter requesting my help
in supporting the Synagogue Council of America.

Enclosed is our check in the amount of $100.00
for this cause.

I am pleased to be able to contribute to this
worthy organization.

Sincerely,

=
Euégg::ﬁi;isﬂr

SH:cab
Enclosure
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Mr., Nelgon M. Stern
3690 Orange Place
Cleveland, Ohio 44122

Daar Nelson:

[ am grateful to you for your contribution to the Synagogue
Couancil of America, [ will forward oar checks as a groap
and you can rest assured they will be deeply appreciated,
Thanks agabn for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silvar




May 5, 1977

Mr, Leo W, Neumark
27030 Cedar Rd., #409B
Cleveland, Chioc 44122

Dear Leo:

[ am grateflul to you for your contribation to the Synagogue
Council of America. I will forward our checks as a group
and you can rest assured they will be deeply appreciated,

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




My, Frank E, Joseph, Jr.
2864 W. Park Blvd.
Cleveland, Chlo 44120

Dear Frank:

[am grateful to you for your contribution to the Synagogue
Council of America. [ will forward our checks as a group
and you can rest assured they will be deeply appreciated.
Thankes again for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




May 6, 1977

Mr, Bernard D, Goodman

1100 Citizens Bailding

Cleveland, Ohio 44114

Dear Bernie:

I am grateful to you for your contribution to the Synagogue
Council of America. I will forward oar checks as a group
and you can rest assured they will be deeply appreciated.
Thanks again for your cooperation,

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver

DJS:mp

$100. 00




Mr., Fred Wildang
2535 Milton Road
Cleveland, Ohio 44118

Dear Fred:

[ am gratefal to you for your contribution to the Synagogue
Council of America. I will forward our checks as a groap

and youn can rest assured they will be deeply appreciated,
Thanks again for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




May 6, 1977

Mrs. Marshall Nurenberg
23303 Ranch Road
Cleveland, Ohlo 44122

Dear Sas:

[ am grateful to you for your contribution to the Synagogue
Council of America. I will forward our checks as a groap

and you can rest assared they will be deeply appreciated.
Thanks again for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




Mr. A, M. Luonts
| Bratenahl Place
Cleveland, Ohio 44108

Dear Abe:

[ am grateful for your contribution to the Synagogue Counecil
of America, I will forward our checks as a group and youn
can rest assured they will be deeply appreciated. Thanks
agaln for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Danjiel Jeremy Silver




| Clarine
| Saks




May 9, 1977

Mr. and Mre. Harvey S. Saks
22900 Shelburne Road
Cleveland, Ohio 44122

Dear Clarine and Harvey:

[am gratefal to you for yoar contribation to the Synagogue
Council of America. [ will forward our checks as a group
and you can rest assured they will be deeply appreciated.
Thanks again for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




May 9, 1977

Mrs. Morton G. Epstein
3100 Bremerton Road
Cleveland, Ohio 44124

Dear Natalis:

Iam grateful to you for your contribuatlon to the Synagogue
Council of America. 1 will forward our checks as a group
and you can rest assured they will be deeply appreciated,
Thanks again for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




May 9, 1977

Mrs, Jared Faulb
1971l South Woodland Road
Cleveland, Ohio 44128

Dear Lix:

lam grateful to you for your contribution to the Synagogue
Coancil of America. [ will forward car checks as a group

and you can rest assured they will be deeply appreciated.
Thanks again for your coopersation.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




May 9, 1977

Mre. Morton A, Shaw
28700 Belcourt R4,
Cleveland, Ohio 44124

Dear Clare:

[ am gratefal to you for your contribation to the Synagogae
Council of America. Iwill forward our checks as a group
and you can rest assured they will be deeply appraciated,
Thanks agala for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




Mr. Stanley A. Maeisel
28849 5. Woodland
Cleveland, Ohio 44124

Dear Stan:

I am grateful to you for your contribution to the Synagogue
Council of America. [ will forward our checke a8 2 group
and you can rest assured they will be deeply appreciated.
Thanks again for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




Me, David N, Myers
16900 S, Park Blvd.
Cleveland, Ohio 44120

Dear Dave:

Iam gratefal to you for your contribation to the Synagogue
Council of America. I will forward our checks as a grouap

and you can rest assured they will be deeply appreciated,
Thanks again for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver
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May 1D, 1977

Mr. Sanford Heiser
28790 Chagrin Blvd. #200
Cleveland, Chio 44122

Dear Sandy:

[ am grateful to you for your contribation to the Synagogue
Council of America. [ will forward our checks as a group
and you can rest assured they will be deeply appreciated.

Thanks again for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver

DJS:mp

$100. 00




May 10, 1977

Mr., William Kats
24908 Duffield
Cleveland, Ohlo 44122

Dear DBill:

[am gratefal to you for your coatribution to the Synagogue
Council of America. I will forward our checks as a groap

and you can rest assured they will be deeply appreciated,.
Thanks again for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




May 11, 1977

Mra. Hlarcey E. Coodman
22099 South Woodland ARd.
Claveland, Ohio 44122

Dear Judy:

[am grateful to you for your contribution to the Synagogue
Couancil of America. I will forward our checks as a group
and you can rest assured they will be deeply appreciated.
Thanks agailn for your ¢cooperation.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jaremy Silver




May Il, 1977

Mr. Charlea M. Evans
4475 East 175th St.
Cleveland, Ohio 44128

Dear Chuck:

I am grateful to yon for your contribution to the Synagogue
Council of America. I will forward oar ¢checks as a group
and you can rest agssured they will be deeply anpreciated.
Thanks again for your cooperation.

Bincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




May 11, 1977

Mr, James M, Reich
2619 Courtland Oval
Cleveland, Chio 44118

Dear Jim:

[ am grateful to yon for your contribation to the Synagogue
Council of America. I will forward our checks as a group
and you ¢an rest assured they will be deeply appreciated,
Thanks again for your cooperation,

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




May LI, 1977

Mrae. 9. H. Pevaroil
29176 Gates Mills Blvd.
Cleveland, COhio 44124

Dear Jeannette:

[ am grateful to you for your contribution to the Synagogue
Council of America, I will forward our checks as a group
and you can rest assured they will be deeply appreciated.
Thanke again for your cooperation,

Sincerely,

Danlel Jeremy Silver




May L, 1977

Mr. Robert D, Kendis
2307 Loyola Rd.
Cleveland, Ohio 44118

Dear Bob:

[am grateful to you for yoar contribation to the Synagogue
Council of America. [ will forward oar checks as a group
and you can rest assured they will be deeply appreciated,
Thanks again for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




May 13, 1977

Mr. Myron Eckstein
207206 Byron Road, W.
Cleveland, Chio 44122

Dear Myron:

lam grateful to you for your contribation to the Synagogue
Council of America, I will forward our checks 38 a group
and you can rest assaqred they will be deeply appreciated,
Thanks again for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver

DISmp

$100, 00




Mres. Irwin Shifrin
2860 Falmouth Rd.
Cleveland, Ohio 44122

Dear Elkie:

Lam grateful to you for your contribution to the Bynagogue
Council of America. I will forward our checks as a group
and you can rest assured they will be deeply appreciated.
Thanks again for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver

DJS:mip

$£25, 00




PRODUCTS, INC,

2150 W. ll4th STREET - CLEVELAND, OHID 44102

TELEPHONE: AC-216—651-2000 «  TELEX: 98-5338
May 16, 1977

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver
The Temple

26000 Shaker Blvd,
Beachwood, Ohio 44122

Dear Rabbi Silver:

I am pleased to enclose my check in the amount of $100, 00
payable to the Synagogue Council of America.

Sincerely,

i s X0 I
Michael D. Rocker

MDR :pg
Encl.

WESTERMN FACILITY
2020 EAST 25th STRIET, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORMIA 50058
TELEPHOME: AC-213—235-4133

YBIG with Little Ones'’




WILLIAM M, BASSICHIS
2332 WEST THIRD STREET
CLEVELAND, OHIDO 44113

GZi-GB&2

May 16, 1977
Rabbi Daniel Silver
The Temple
University Circle At Silver Park
Cleveland, Ohio 44106
Dear Rabbi:
In response to your letter of May 4, 1977, I am herewith

enclosina my check for $100.00 towards the Temple's

membership in Synagoque Council Of America.




May 17, 1977

Mr. Michael Rocker

2150 W, ll4th St,
Cleveland, Chio 44102

Dear Mickey:

Ilam gratefal to you for your contribution to the Bynagogue
Council of America. I will forward our checks as a groap

and you can rest assared they will be deeply appreciated.

Thanks again for yoar cooperation.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




May 17, 1977

Mrs. Marshall Bedol
2674 Sulgrave Road
Cleveland, Ohio 44122

Dear Marilyn:

Iam grateful to you for your contribation to the Synagogue
Council of America. I will forward our checks as a group

and you can rest assared they will be deeply appreciated.
T'hanks again for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




May 19, 1977

Mr, Samuel Friedman
19601 Van Aken Blvd.
Cleveland, Ohio 44122

Dear Sam:

Iam grateful to you for your contribaotion to the Synagogue
Council of America. I will forward our checks as a groap
and you can rest assured they will be deeply appreciated.
Thanks again for your cooperation,

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeramy Silver




May 19, 1977

Me., Willian: M. Bassichis
2332 Wesat Third St.
Cleveland, Ohic 44113

Dear Bill:

lam grateful to you for your contribution to the Synagogue
Gouncil of America. [ will forward oar checks as a groap
and you can rest assured they will be deeply appreciated.
Thanks again for your cooperation,

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver

DIS:mp

$100. 00




May 31, 1977

Rabbi Arthur Lelyveld
Fairmount Temple

23737 Fairmount Blvd.
Cleveland, Ohio 44121

Dear Arthar:

My little campaign is over. Enclosed you will find checks
for $2, 235 from The Temple Board to the Synagogue Coun-

cil of America. We are happy to do car share, With all
good wishes [ remain

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




June 2, 1977

Rabbl Henry Slegman
synagogue Council of America
!"32 Park Av. 5.

New York, N.Y. 10016

Dear Henry:

| am delighted to send you herewith checks totaling $2,135, ralsed

by Dan Sllver from the members of hls Tomple Board, There |s another
check In the amount of $100 still to come, and 1t w! 1l be forwarded as
soon as It |s endorsed appropriately.

| send my warm greatings, and look forward to sesing you soon.

As ever,

Rebbl Arthur J. Lelyveld

a]l/r




Rabbis

Fairmount Temple ARTHUR J. LELYVELD
FREDERICK A EISENBERG
23737 FAIRMOUNT BLVD. CLEVELAND, OHIO 44122 464-1330 AAROM ROSEMBERG
Executive Secrevary

ALBERT J. KOOSED

Educational Divector
ALAN D. BENNETT

June 2, 1977

Rabbi Daniel J. Silver
The Temple

26000 Shaker Blvd,
Beachwood, Ohio 44122

Dear Dan:

| am delighted that you have had such a successful response, and
heartened by the fact that the Synagogue Council received such
wonderful cooperation from your Board, and on behalf of the SCA
| want to express my warm thanks.

| am returning one check in the amount of $100 from the Bassichis
Foundation which will need The Temple's endorsement. All the others

have been forwarded today.

Warm greetings.

Ctrd

Rabbi Arthur J, Lelyveld

ajl/r
Enc.
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| December 2, 1977

Rabbi Daniel Silver

The Temple

University Circle at Silver Park
Cleveland, OH L4106

Dear Dan:

December is the best month for fund-raiﬁing.( We still need about
55,000 for the Synagogue Council of America if we are to make our
goal for 1977,

| am bringing the subject of the Synagogue Council's need before

my Board of Trustees on December 13, and | expect to be able to
make a direct solicitation of some 250 members of this congregation,
as soon as | receive my Board's approval. | should say that | have
one 5500 gift and two 5250 gifts from among the members of Anshe
Chesed, Can't you do |ikewise?

| f you want pledge cards, or supporting material, | will be glad to
secure them for you. Two or three '"patrons' at 5500 each, would do
the job for us.

Warm personal greetings and a Happy Chan

Rabbi Arthur J. Lelyveld

Pa5.

| have sent the same letter to Jim Reich.

AJL/bmp
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