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TEMPLE ISRAEL 
November 14, 1966 

Dr. Daniel Jeremy Silver, Rabbi 
The Temple 
University Circle & Silver Park, 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

My Congregation and I would be honored and delighted if you would consent 
to be the principal speaker at our Annual Congregational Dinner Meeting on 
the evening of Sunday, March 26th, 1967. Nothing would please us more than 
being able to welcome your wife and you to our Temple on that occasion. I 
hope that you will find the date convenient. 

My wife joins me in extending most cordial and affectionate greetings to 
your dear ones and yourself. We look forward to the pleasure of seeing you 
soon again. 

Sincerely yours, 

/ 
Mr. Tro eibel, President, Temple Israel 
Dr. Norman Shiff, and Mr. Asher Moser 

Dr. Jerome D. Folkman, Ph.D., D.D. 
Rabbi 

' -
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November 16. 1966 

Dr. Jerome D. Folkman 
Temple Ierael 
5419 East Broad Street 
Columbus. Ohio 43213 

Dear Jerry: 

I am moat grateful to you for your ind invitation 
to speak at Temple Israel's Annual Congregational 
Dinner on March 26th, and I should be delighted to 
accept. It is my custom to request an honorarium 
of $200. 00 for a lecture. I truet that this will not 
throw a crimp into your plans. I should be pleased 
to know if theee arrangements are agreeable and 
I will look forward to being with you that Sunday. 

Sincerely. • 

DANIEL JEREMY SILVER 
DJS:rvf 



TEMPLE ISRAEL 
November 18 , 1966 

Dr. Daniel J eremy Silver , Rabbi 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland , Ohio 44106 

Dear Daniel : 

All of us are delighted to know that it will be possible for you to be the princi­
pal speaker at the Annual Congregational Dinner meeting of Temple Israel on the 
evening of Sunday , March 26 , 1967 . The honorarium of two hundred dollars ($200 . 00) 
is very satisfac tory . 

Will your wife be able to accompany you? We would enjoy having both of you with 
us . 

Bessie and I woul d be delighted to have you sp nd the night with us if that plan 
would suit your convenience . If you prefer , there is a Holiday Inn Motel very 
near the Temple . Guest speakers have found it very c nvenient and comfortable . 
Please let us know what your plans and preferences are . 

Could you send us a glossy photograph and biographical sketch that we could use 
for publicity purposes? 

Again , I want you to know how delighted we are that it will be possible for you 
to be wi t h us. My people and I are looki ng fo rward to your mes sage . 

Stern and Mr . Allan Tarshish , Co -Chairmen , Annual Dinner eeting 
Mr . Troy Feibe l , President, Tempe Isra:l. Dr.JeromeD.Folkman,Ph.D.,D.D. Mr . Chester G. B I dman, Jr . , Temp le dm1.n1.s trator Rabbi 
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November 21, 1966 

Dr. Jerome D. Folkman 
Temple Iarael 
5419 Broad Street 
Colwnbu•• Ohio 43213 

Dear Jerry: 

I am looklna forward to being with you. May I 
delay acceptina your kind offer of hoapitality 
until Adele and I are clear on our achedale. There 
la a queation ~f a Journal Board meetlna ln New 
York and of takin& the children away for their 
apring vacation. In any caae, I am moat 1rateful 
for your hoapltallty and if we can accept we will. 

With all aood wi•bea, 

Sincerely, 

DANIEL JEREMY SILVER 
DJS:mpn 



TEMPLE ISRAEL 
February 27, 1967 

Dr. Daniel Jeremy Silver, Rabbi 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

All of us here are looking forward to your forthcoming visit with us. 
If you have seen a copy of our Temple Bulletin, you may have noticed 
our announcement of the Annual Meeting. I hope that you approve. 

Our Committee is anxious to know whether your wife will accompany you. 
We would be delighted to have her. Would you like us to make a reser­
vation for you in the Holiday Inn which is almost adjacent to the Temple? 
Please give us your travel information and let us know if there is any­
thing that we can do to make things more comfortable for you. 

Bessie joins me in extending most cordial and affectionate greetings 
from house to house. 

Fondly yours, 

Tarshish and Mr. Seyman Stern, Co-Chairmen, Annual Dinner 

Dr. Jerome D. Folkman, Ph.D., D.D. 
Rabbi 

5419 EAST BROAD STREET, COLUMBUS, OHIO 43213 • 866-0010 
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Dr. Jerome D. Folkman 
Temple Israel 
5419 East Broad Street 
Columbue, Ohio 43Zl3 

Dear Jerry: 

March 10, 1967 

I am aorry that we delayed in answering you. 

I am scheduied to take a Lake Central air line• flight to 

Columbus arriving at 4:05 p. m. I would be delighted if you 

would make reaervations for me at an airport motel as I 

muet leave Columbus at 7:40 a. m. the next morning to get 

to a Journal meeting of the CCAR Board in New York. 

I am sorry that Adele can not be with us but 

she will be taking the children to Williamsburg for their vaca­

tion. I hope to meet her there later in the week. 

I am looking forward to being with you. With 

all good wiahea, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mgm 



Dr. Jerome D. Folkman 
Te ple Israel 
5419 Eaat Broad Street 
Columbus, Ohio 43213 

Dear Jerry: 

arch 13, 196 7 

I a sorry that we delayed ans ring you. I am 
acheduled to take a Lake Central flight arriving at 
4:05 P. M. I would be delighted if you would make 
reaeration• for me at an airport motel ae I muat 
leave Columbu• at 7:40 A. M. th~ next morning to 
get to a Journal Board meeting in New York. 

I am sorry that Adele can not be with ua but she ie 
taking the children to Williamaburg for their vaca­
tion. I hope to meet her there later in the week. 

I am looking forward to our viait. 
wl•h••• I reanaln 

Sincerely, 

ith all 100d 

DANIEL JEREMY SILVER 
DJS:mam 
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T~MPLE ISRAEL 

March 14, 1967 

Dr. Daniel Jeremy Silver, Rabbi 
The Temple 
University Circle at Si lver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Daniel: 

Thank you very much for your kind note of the thirteenth. In accordance 
with your suggestion, a reservation has been made at the Holiday Inn 
located at the Columbus Airport, for the evening of Sunday, March 26th. 
All of us at Temple Israel are certainly looking forward to your visit 
with us for our Annual Meeting. 

We are very sorry that Adele can not be with you. However, we are glad 
to know that your family and you will be able to enjoy a few days in 
Williamsburg. 

Bessie joins me in sending most cordial and affectionate greetings to 
your dear ones and yourself. 

Si ncerely yours, 

CC: Mr. Allan Tarshish, Mr. Seyman Stern, Co-Chairmen, Annual Congre­
gational Dinner Meeting. 

Dr. Jerome D. Folkman, Ph.D., D.D. 
Rabbi 

5419 EAST BROAD STREET, COLUMBUS, OHIO 43213 • 866-0010 



Troy A. F ibel, Pr sid nt 

TEMPLE ISRAEL Jos ph . ummer, Vic -Pr id nt 
Louis J. Krakoff, Vi -Pre id nt 
Arthur E. Loeb, Jr., Seer tary 

- ------ -·-

Dr. Daniel J. Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park, 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dr. Silver, 

S yman L. Stem, As ·istant ecr tary 
Leon J. Friedman, Treasur r 
Millard M. Cummin , A sistant Tr a urer 
Jack S. Resler, Honorary Pre ident 
Chester C. Bandman, Jr., Administrator 

March 27th, 1967 

Enclosed please find the honorarium for your outstanding and 
inspiring message brought to our congregation at our annual dinner. 

The praise of those members who were fortunate enough to attend 
should, in fact, have carried to your ears on their own wings, as elated 
as they were. 

If you will be good enough to submit a statement of your expenses, 
at your convenience, we will issue a check to re-imburse you for same. 

Again, with my own personal thanks for your thought-provoking 
speech, 

Most sincerely and cordially, 

Chester G. Bandman, Jr., 
Temple Administrator. 

5419 EAST BROAD STREET, COLUMBUS, OHIO 43213 • 866-0010 



March 29, 1967 

Rabbi Jerome D. Folkman 
Temple Israel 
S419 E. Broad Street 
Columbu•, Ohio 43213 

Dear Jerry: 

It wa• a plea•ure beln1 with you at the Annual 
Meeting. You have a warm and friendly 1roup 
and I felt very much at home. My expen••• 
for the trip reached the grand total of $11. 00. 

With all good wt.ahea, I remain 

Sincerely, 

DANIEL JEREMY SIL VER 
DJS:rvf 



TEMPLE ISRAEL 
pril 3 , 1967 

Dr . Daniel Jeremy Silver , Rabbi 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland , Ohio 44108 

Dear Daniel : 

Again , I want to tell you how much we enjoyed your address at our Annual 
Congregational Meeting . Since the meeting , I have hear d only the highest 
connnendations of your presentation . All of these opinions confirm my own ; 
but , as you can well understand , they are all the more gratifying for that 
r eason. 

I am directing the matter of your expenses to r . Chester Bandman , our 
T mple Administrator ; I am sure that he will reimburse you promptly . 

Again , I want you to know how greatly we ap eciate your kindness and 
courtesy in consenting to be with us to make our meeting one of the most 
significant events of the Temple ' s calendar year . 

Bess ie joins me in extending most cordial and affectionate greetings fr om 
house t o house . 

Si ncere ly your s, 

CC: Mr . C es t er G. Bandman, J r ., Temple Administrator 

Dr. Jerome D. Folkman, Ph.D., D.D. 
Rabbi 

... _. -
- ·- .. -
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Rabbi Dan1el .Jeremy Sllver 

Reform Juda1am beaan a• a vote of conf dence in th par nt faith. 

Th• origlnal and motive purpoae of Reform waa to clear away the ruat and 

the barnacle• from the ah ip of fait ,,.,, " a lon1 d iffic11l t :voyaae through ,, 
tro11bled •atera, •o that ' the ahip cou d aail on nencwnber d. The fo11ndln1 

aaa11mption o~ Reform J-udaiam waa that Judaiam waa aeaworthy - anyone 

who d id not believ ao, diaembarked and found other. mean■ of tranaporta-

tion. 

Judalam had it■ roota, it■ leave■ • At each turn 

of the c11lt11ral aea1on, intellect11al mood of the world chan1ed, 

the leaves droppecl off: cuatom■, folkway■, myatical aymbola, Me■ alanic 

,0 . 
id•••• b11t the t ee remained f rm it was the poaa iblllty of new 

'iU 
~ I\.WII,. 

. foliaae, a •P nclid fol ia1e of meanin1£ ul or1hip, bi.ndin1 aon1, aerloua 

thou1ht and h ~ah challen1e. 

Reform la a movement of rej11venation. It i ■ de■ 11ned to 

the ancient and veneraltle faith. Reform Juda.lam wa■ never conceived 

•• a denom1D&tlon - a aell-coatained and aell-adflcient 1ro11p of Jew■ 
• • 

b e: ,s. o ~,.O t '•"- '- u O 
who bowed to any other God I t the God of Sinai or' who accepted any 

" 
tllan Ille M1tsvot of o r lble. 

011r ml 1ro11p o, ·...l•••PPll•IP=•r¥ 



- 2 -

.. chan1 and not the chan el•••• r---•1a• amoua tb■m our . 

e aniver lain that the Jew• 

al, 

to 

Reform la a movement of Jewiah renewal. W• emphaalse Judaiam 

yet to many lt la the reform which 1• en~~lna. Reform ha■ all the conota­

tion• which are excltin1 to our a1e __ chan1e, contemJ>Qranelty, .. -
experiment& ion. Judaiam au11e■t• a venerable tradition, a t radltion who•• 

wiadom mu■t be ••arched out and unlocked. 

Thi• la the hatchet a1e. We way the old, fre " 

r•••a►, (Ok tr Skt1 srrt with relormulatin& the wladom of the a1••• In 

R6 D "' our arroaance aome of u• believe that only t_hl• aae ha■ wi■dom. .> I o 

• ere are •om• achool• and there are ■ome p11lplt• which empha■ l•e the 

n• and not the venerable, which teach their youn1 people that traditional 

Juclai■m 1• an archai■m, a relic, medieYal and outdated. 'W• are the 

enllahtened. They are the beni1hted. ' In doln1 ao 1 of courae, we aet 

up wmeceaaary barrier• wlthln the houaehold of Judai■m and cut our■elvea 

oU from a uaefw and neceaaary hl■torlcal conaervatlam, which l• the 

counter-wel1ht and balance to our tendency to be raah and implll1lve. 

Reform 11 a vote of confidence ln Juda is rn. But, I am afraid 

that there are ■om• profeaalonal liberal• amon1 111 who look upon Reform 
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aa a faith of infinite plaatlclty. I often thlnk they believe Reform Judalam 

1• a ap1r1tual Jelly fi■h, opaque and tranalucent, abl to refract ev ry color 

and •bade of th cultural world, forming and refaahlonlna it•elf o every 
-·h 

•hlft in the ••• 1 ••• cl intellectual 1 ■ a 1 1. What la old and embarraaa 1ng 

they want to cut away. at la n w, whether it l• ■ ubatantial or almply 

■tyllah they brin1 in and canonise. When anyone 1ay• to them; ' thl• la 

Judaiam,' on thla we can not bend, they become put out. After all, we 

0111ht to be open and infinitely receptive. 

I ant to put th••• remark• lntojuxtapoaltion with the Firat 

Commandment. The Firat Commandm nt name• and affi m a God: "I 

am the Lord, thy God, who brouaht thee out of the lan of Egypt, out of 
t IJ 11,J 

boncla1•• " 1· there are t oae who wonder why we mu.at continue to 

that for many thi• 1• an age of weakening falth. Their children aak them 

embarra■■ ln1 qu atlon■• 'Explain to me thla lnvi■ ible Ood you talk about.' 

Their children aak them even more embarraaain& queationa. 'How ia it 

that you belong to a God-afflrmina conar aation/ and prayer and piety play 

aach a m.aralnal role ln your livea?' Liberal• by prof•••lon., if not by 

polltlca, they wond r ' hy not juat pat aalde all thi• embarraaament? 

Let ua pu.t God ln th• deep freeze. Let ua put th ology in moth balla. 

r ~., 
' Why muat we •peak of Go~ te • arch for God,_. try to find ■ome 

11\.. 

principle of harmony in all the cacaphony and confualon of our a1e? ' 

Let ua allow llelorm to emer1• aa a prlatine humanlatlc morality un­

encumbered by the Firat Commandment. Such thou1hta ar temptln1. 

They are temptlna to anyone who ha• h d a lon1 involved dlacuaalon 

( 



1th hl• chlld, •••kin1 to make clear that which can never be qult clear, 

ae lt1n1 to make anoth r aware of the aplrlt wblcli lillu••• th human belna 

and the anl.verae, hicb one can ••n•e but not fully know. It la alway• 

temptln1 to court popularity. But lmaaine for a moment the Jew who 

joined thoae who ln•l•t that God 1• dead. When thi• Jew went to God'• 

funeral, what would he do there? He -ad atand bealde the coffin and 

aay, l-' • "Exalted and aanctilled be God'• 1reat name." 

Even when we bury God we can not avoid pral•lns and 1lorilylng Hlm. 

The abaurdity of thia lma1• point• up the abaur lty of a GodleH Judalam./ l \ , 

Judal•m be11D.• 1n the affirmation of God'• preaence in and wlthln the 
I( r ~t ~ 

universe. "In the be1innmg God created the heaven• and the earth." . 

Judaiam 1~ound■ morali , ethic■, '• 111 and 1n Hi• beln1. 
I ' ' ( I 

"Holy •halt thou be, for r • o y. " Judalam br11htena 

fear. no evil for Thou art with me. " 

Judalam without God, without the reality of God'• beinl, la a 

dlatortlon - an hlatorlcal ab■urdlty. I ■ay thl• quite deliberately, I know 

11P 
there are tho•• who would like to ••• Judal•m only a teachln1 1oodne• • 

~ 

and a preachbi1 ot polltlcal 11beral1am. I •ay thl• 1n the full knowled1e 

that ther• 1■ a Rabbi lb Detroit who ha• affirmed that God 1• not. Some 

look. upon thl• man •• a trail blas r. . They bellev he 1• heroic. I l. ook 

on hlm, I conf•••• a• a wo•be1one ■tra11le • tryln1 to catch up with th• 

God know• that a1no1tlclam 

and cll•b•ll•f hav• academic er dentlal• lil our day. What be 11 1ayln1 ha• 
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been ••ld for three hun4r~d year, and more. It la 

pioneer. And one muet fault him for a vul1ar form of 1plrltual hack■t erl1m. 

Why mu1t he •••k to build a coqre1atlon which will llaten to bl• theolo1lcal . 

Why 

not' 1bnply 10 ou~ and build a congre1ation of non-believer• will 1eek 

for the aplrltu.al wherever that ■earch may lead. When Felix Adler ■et 
. -

out to found the Ethical Culturae • Movement he had the good ••11•• to leave 
• 

Temple Emanuel and to 10 aero•• Central Park and found a new movement. 

• cJ 
It may be that we have reached that enlightenM■■ t ai.ge where th• 

God ldea baa been totally d11cred1ted and can no longer be believed.. U 10, 

;Judal8m 1• no more than a hlatorleal curloalty. Let 11 put it aalde. Let 

11• 1lve it a decent burial. I.At ut ur venerable faith to I.e. 

• ,1,,, ~ tT 
-.. ... -••1111111.cc}t 1 ■ mom it into a parody and 

caricature of it• 1elf. 

Root• hold the tr•• to the around. Throu1h lt• root• a tree 

draw• Judalam 11 rooted 1n faith ln God and if th11 root 

la cut away, I am afraid Judalam will die of apirltual malnutrition. Look 

about you for the children and 1randchlldren of tho•• who an their own. 

into an ethical culture. Look about you for the 

children and arandchlldren of tho•• to whom Judalam wae perhapa a 

1a1tronomlc dell1ht, ~a a good Joke bat otherwl•• little more than an 

ethnic llablllty. their activity amoa1 111? Where are they? 

' 

faltL • not have tlon of a vote of no collfldenc• 

1n Judalem. t 
• t 
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W have only to look about ua to ••• Jewa, oar nel1bbora, who 

have no ezpr••• falth ln God. Sometl rm• we need look only into the 

mirror of oar aoula. In our century faith 1n God la hard to come 

by, la it not? Much of what th• ao-callecl 'Death of God tbeolo1lana' 

write 11 not a aabatantlve argument •• to whether God la or 1• not, but 

a paycholo1lcal deacrlptlon of our tlm.e1. They a.re aayln1 ■bnply thl■ : 

Wilen the modern trl•• to tune the unlver■e 1n he h ara only atatlc; when 

be trie• to ■enaitlse hlmaelf to the ■plrltual element 1n llle, he flnd1 bl• 

receptors numb and acarred over; when he trie to ••• beyond hie own 

amall world he la confronted by a dark, impenetrable cloud of confaaloa 

and non-underatandln1. In thla aen•• the la1ue la not whether Ood i■ 

dead or alive, but whether the modern can not arop&bl■ way to God. 

Each of ua can te•tlfy to thla difficulty and Faith l• no 

lon1er omnlpr•••nt ln our cultural milieu. dlabellef i• 

wlde1pread. It 1• b'.ard to work out a harmony from all the 1eparate 

fact• which crowd in atiout u1. Faith la bard to come by, but it can be 

had, there are en of faith. 

One of the moat prominent amon1 the 'death of God theolo11an•' 

1• a man nam d Thoma.a Altlser. He 1• a profe11or at one of the Vlr1mla 

a.nlveraltl••• Altlaer, I am afraid, i~ 1allty of the aame kind of 1plrltual 

arro1ance for which ha fawta th• eccle1la•tlc1 of another a1e, tho•• charcll 

men who ld th.at becau•• we Jew• would not affirm Chrlat e were 

aomehow blolo11cally ■tunt d, or 1enetlcally llnd_ ln matter• of the aplrlt. 

Altl.ser arro1antly a■ •um•• that any man who cboo••• to 11.e in our hlatory 

can nelth r krio the r•all~ of Ood'• preaenc nor under•taacl the world 

•• II• creation. You and I llYtl 1n our hlatory. We are not afraid of 
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the twentieth cent11ry. We accept it• c aallena••• We are not afrald of 

vtled1•• We are c lta.red ~ncl eaucatecl people and many of ua by our 

learnln1 q11allfy to that terrlble title of lntellect11al; and yet we can, can 

• not, ••• Ciod'• hand •omehow wltbln the myatery of creation. We do, 

do we. not, alllrm the beln1 of God. not be ,written out of 

our ceatary •o eaally. The believer, to tie •ure, doubt 
& ~ 4..,At,J 1J. 

w ltbln him. He la not aa confident a• a non-believer. 

. fL...c.·"" ..... , •• 
too ready to hu.mltle b,asslf before the man who aay• confldently: "Yo11 

don't know enou1h, little one. You do not know enou1h not to tielleve. 

You are afraid of thia century. You are bour1eola. Yo11 are a boob. 

Turn away. U you really looked at thi• world you would have to doubt." 

q11lt• aa valid a• tho■• Agno•tlclam, lllhelam, hllmanl•m, 

aecwarlam; ~r• not the only: alternatlv•• wti.lch are ■till reaaona'ble. Let 

me a•k thla q11e•tlon: Why la lt that ao many of u.a have au.ch difficulty 

alfirmln1 God? Your anawera would be varied and many. But one an• er 

•tanda out aGpremely and lt i• tbla: Twentieth Century man la ln love 

with blinaelf I Darln1 the la•t on• hundred year■ we have become aware 

ladlvldll&llty. We no lona•r feel ouraelv•• tied to the aoll or bo1111d 

'by the lroa law• of economic■. Man ha• broken th• bond• and atand1 

reverent before th• akllla of hand and mind blch ha•• 1lven ua knowled1• 

and power. At time• we •tand 1n fear and .tremblln1 Defore the vaat 

pa• alon• wblch l11rk within 11•. In fear or bl tremblln1, 1n reverence of, 

we are aa.to-lntoalcated. We lln 1n and for thl■ world, thl• life, 

oar llf• only. We lack the alllll~ to ••e beyond. We look up to th• 

heaven.a aad what 4o •• •••? Not th• tracery· of ,Qod'• hancl lau.t th• 
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vapor trail of a jet th••• hand• have en ineered. We look into the myatery 

of life and what clo we aee? Not the miracle of creation but mln11te chemical 

component• and vlra•••• l:a-preclpltate• of mlcrobloloay. Man 1• 

hypnotised by hi• own beln1. I re-read recently Sartre'• play The Fil••· 

In lt the chlef protaaoniat ••Y•• "I alone, I arn alone, I d manded a ■ i1n, 

I aent me ■1a1•• to heaven. No reply. Heaven l1nor d my very name. 

Each minute I wondered what I cou.ld be ln the eyea of God. Now I know 

the anawer. Nothing. God do•• not ••• me, God do•• not bear me, God 

doe• not know me. Do you ••• thi• emptlne•• over our head■ ? That'• God. 

Do you ••• thl• 1ap ln the door? That'• God. Do you ••e that hole in the 

around? That 1• God again. Silence i• God. Ab••nc• l• God. God la 

the lonellne • • of man. God There l• no one 

. 
but myaelf. I alone, I alone decided on inYented God. It 

wa■ I who cheated; it a• I who worked miracle■; lt waa I who accuaed 

myaelf today. l alone can ab•olve myaelf. I - man - lf God exi•t• man 

i• nothln1; if man exi•t• God doe■n't. I, I, I, I." Wa worahlp the 1reat God, 

I. 

In the worahlp of th• little coqre1atlon in Detroit which affirm• 

di ■bellef, the text of the Ml-chomocho, "Who la Like wito Thee, Oh Lord 

amon1 th• ml1hty, who 1• Like a.nto Thee 1lorloa■ and holln•••?" 1• now 

read, "Who l■ like \Into man, 1lorlo~• and holln••••" And thla, mlnd you, 

ln the a1• ol Au■cbwitz, Hlroahima, Napalm and Viet Nam I" "Who 1• like 

W1to man, 1lorlo111 and hollneae?" When you place you~ hand befor your own 

you can not ••• the 1lory of the heaven■ • When )1)11 look for yo r 

own lma1• 1n the 1la••• the 1la•• become• a mirror. Intoxicated y 
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hlm■ elf man can ••• only hlm■ elf. Need I remlnd you that auto-intoxica­

tion la a mood, not a phlloaophy. ~en ■(!m• theoloalan■ clalm that the 

death of God 1• a hlatorical fact, I anawer them •imply, "the death 

of God 1 ■ a paycho101leal fact. You ha:ve l oat the ablllty to aen■e God, 

I atill have it. " 

T'1•r• are aome intellectual• who have become indifferent to the 

whole rellaloa■ ente:rpri••• and there · are other■ who ate devoted and . 

committed. it 1■ a matter of mood. Some day our invention■ will 
I ' 

' ·.SC.." 'ft. ' 
become commonplace·. Some c!ay our pspb1 • will cea•e to hypnotlae ua. 
,;~-·~ 

.l'At" men are 10ln1 to be able to look out and beyond and ••,. ■omething 

other than themaelv••· '1'111 •••• af our 11e 1 • 

ona, o( 11 skirf■1 1 II • • 71 11111 ls 
,., ,. c,,e 

• • 1 Iii nli,O•s>Y· .. et • e ~t in our ■cience, __ 

in. our learnina, not ln any iron requirement of logic which compell■ · the 
..... ~ . 

■tatement: th·ere 11H •• ·no God, rather dlabelief la almply the temper --
of the tlmea, the mood of the moment. Mood• chan1•• There are 

c ultural cycle•. 

wi•dom. 

What cloea faltla" requlre .ln 1966? Torah, learnlna, aearch, 

U there la any damnin1 crltlciam which m\lat be made of 

rell1i.on 1n our a1e, it la that lt la an ,!
1
ei~11re c _ tl:pif ,ff&ly~,Z ,:!~l:slil!, 

mlnda. Yoo. ·p11t your mlnd aald• when you come to Temple. Your mind 
•• I - "-,-- • Ii a ; IIW ii Jl d 11111:ua i1 I I I l II I ? 

your ba•ln•••· Your mlnd la for yogr proteaalon. The ldle 

of our day, or face the of our knowled1• 
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and policy. Hammerakjold aald once: 0 How many have been driven 

to the oater dark.Ilea• by too •••Y talk of falth. " Why do oar children 

often turn a1alnat thelr blrth lalth - beca11•• we 1lve them lnadequat 

an•••r• to queatlona of God aad belle£? Becauae the an•w•r• are 

inallfiiclent; 8beca11•• they are chlldlah anawera;' becauae rell1lon la not 

u-(l: ""'r 
one of tho■e areaa ln which we are wlllln1 to tblnk. rwe are wlllln1 

to think, •• will lind thl t lnatead of bei111 a conaervatlve element rell&lon 

la radical; inatead of bein1 the benlahted, we are the eilll1htened. 'J:M 

•1:1rre1at■ ef 111:belie( aa:e GW&lllGtd ■ t&li sea a •••••••• •••••••• ah left 

ood common 

The Coamonaat• looked 

aee,· Ood ian 't there. ' 

plety, a auperetltltlon that God la upon a throne .....,. .. eaven? -Will you 
,\ l / 

find auch a notion 1n Judalam? Th• whole world, our Bible aay•, 1• 

grounded 1n Hla beina. Where do you f.lad in our Bible that God 1• up 

there, or out there? "Thou can'at not ■ee face, yet I will make all 

My 1lory pa•• before thee. tt Qocl la of nature b t he la not nataral. He 

••en in nature. we all •••• 
, 

B11t why la lt that ao many ol ua pale before the naivete that becaaae 

God. can not be food by aome lntrleate re■earch lnatrument, there la no 

God? That 1-ecauae God can not be ahown by radar or •onar there la no 
~ 

God. Why? Becauae •• bar• not lned the na ure o ruth. There 

are many kllld• of trath and many le11tim.ate lo1lca. Empirical reaaon 

aad aclentlflc lnv••tl1atlon repr•••nt only one of th••• lealtlmat e form• 
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of loglc. • Th~r• l■ a lo1lc of poetry, there la a lo1lc of feelln1, there la 

a lo1~c of love, there 1• a lo1lc of art, there 1• a lo1lc of myth-makln1, 

there 1• a lo1lc."of reli1lon, and each of th••• way• by which th• mind 
f 

become■ aware of the real world ha1 brou1ht u• a 1reat deal of wladom 

and u.nderatandln1. How much poorer our world woi11d have been wit bout 

Sci enc• can anawer que ■tlon• only ln a a11rprl1in1ly narrow ran1•• 

N . 
can deecrlbe and devlae. new control• o er natural fore••· Science 

can not give ua value■• Science can not ■a11••t to a.a the •••entlal purpose 
' 

of life. Selene• c~ not guide u• into our indlvldu.al dl1nlty. Science 

can not 'thou 1halt' and 'thou ■halt not;' the morality, the 

Mo■t of u■ are lazy in matter■ rell1lo1111. We thou1ht about 

Judaiam what, thlrt~en, and hardly aince. . 8elievln1 that 
• • t 61Le.-"-">' ui; ,\JNJ\.. .• . j ., .,..,, N " 

rell1lon la an idle OCC\lpatlon for a .IPPP]f 8aed11 mern's1 oat of ua, l 
. ~ . 

am afraid, have ■11rrendered the bitellectual field to the non-believer•. 

We have even convinced 011raelve• that we are the non-thinker•. and that 
, 

:l~~~th=:•~ lnr:t:i:•~11~•~-=~ ~• that they have the ar1mnenta and all we have l• 

of 011r• never, never, porJlled lporance. Thl• J11d.al•m of our■ never 

Torah orab, Llfe la learnln.1. Llf• 1• truth. By truth 

• ■halt tlloa 11••· We never tarned away from the world. W.e were never 

afraltl of learalna. Bat learnln1 m11•t lMt maatered. Learnln1 mu1t be 
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di1eated. You muat W1deratand it for lt to have meaaina. Our phlloaophere, 

our Hillel•, our Philo'•• our Halevla, our Malmonidee tried to confront 

the world and to underatand what la tra and hae d ep meanlna, not what 

la merely vo1uelah, a lad. We have nothing to fear in learning, except 

our u.n.willlnan••• to learn, and it i• of that unwllllngne11 that religion 

today •tanda convicted. 
••·v tw ·r ••',im•n111111·,,•~~~'ii"~& , - , 

We have allowed non-rell1loue men to build straw men and a1ain 

and aaain to knock them down, 'because we have not even r allzed that 

they were building 1traw men. Ever and again, one who ha• been analyzed 

1aye to me, 111 now reall•• I wa1 alck. When I waa sick I projected 

11pon th.• univer•• my anxietle1, my neuroaea, my need• for dependency. 

Now .I am etronge,r and I realize that I projecteti my need• upon the world. 

Therefore, there 1• no God In The argument that God la a figment of 

our imagination• · - a •traw man can be refuted. We pr j ct feeling• 

. \ , 

on c frlendJand on .,._-,«-our famllJ, but lt doea not 

prove that they are not real. • Three thou.aana year■ •10 the prophet 

Jeremiah thundered againat the Jaclean• of hi• d•Y• who projected their 

need• for a protector u.pon God. They •••wned that God wou.ld 1uarantee 

the border• of Iarael and aafeguard Th• Temple. To th••• J'eremlah 

aald, "Thy God l• no God f" Yet Jeremiah affirmed God. 

What. we muat be wlllln1 to do 11 to 10 beyond the common-place -

beyond th• tru.i•m• which clutter up our tbouaht and confront thl• univer■e 

of our■ in all of lt• dlveralty, in all of lt• ma1niflcence and all of lta 

wl•dom. Th• man of faith ha• llttl to t••r ln learnina except hi• own 

unwillln1n••• - to abaorb lt, to dlgeat, to make it hla own. Thia la 
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the challenge which confront• the R form J w today. If R form la a 

vote of confidence in Judaiam •• it la; lf R form 1• the proaram for the 

renewal of Judalam, aa it waa conceived to be and aa it muat be, and 

if w deaire to be amona the forerunner•, the aavlor•, then lt ia we 

who muat conlront thia wonderful conf11aina, amazln1 world of oura, and 

l 
find within it the pre•ence of Go There ia no more to chan1e. There 

la no ■ 1, 1 I • ■ D ore to bre There la no more to cut away. f 

That part of our job haa been done. Our task is to give depth and 

build intellectual foundation•. Thia can not be done by a. · r bbl alone, it 

muat be done in every home, by every Jew. Flndin& hie own apirltual 

footing, tran•mltting that to his children, givlna him a • nae of the 

meaningfulne•• of belief, ol the of God. 

et me end with thia thought. Why aho11ld we bother with this 

1earch? Why do we need to try to aaalmil te the phlloaophi • and informa­

tion of our d y into a unity, into one whole? Many eay religion la only 

a matter of peace of mind. A carefully built up annuity would accompliah. 

thia end more quickly and more aurel than fait . What ia faith? Faith 

i• • arch. Faith i• a aearch for th ultimate v lu•• agalnat which we can 

Juda all of our d ily reaponaibllitiea. The paradi1m of the Jew la 

Ab rah m, Abrahain who wa• commanded by God, a•t thee out of thy 

home - out of thy city, out of the world which l• familiar to you. Break 

away from the prejudice■ of the people around you. Br ak out lnto you.r 

c ntury. Come into your own. Wher will you 10? There le no 1peclflc: 

direction. Br ak out and you will find yo11r•elf. In fi.ndinl you.raelf you 

wlll find God and havin1 fou.nd Ood, what have you found? You have found 

the u1llne11 of your own idol■, th u1lln••• of race, th• u1lin •• of 
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cha11vanl•m, the u1lin••• of cla••• the 111lln••• of ambltlo , the qlin••• 

of ■tatu•-•eekln1, the 111line•• of power, all th valn ldola hlch • ar 

prone, ach of u•, to orahlp. 

Why mu•t w find God? B cauae God i• the unity of the 

unlver••· Th• unlty which 1ivea dlrect ion, wholeneaa and wholeaom neaa 

to our live■. Can we find God? We can - we muatl 
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June 3, 1974 

Rabbi Daniel J. Silver 
The Temple 
26000 Shaker Boulevard 
Cleveland, Ohio 44122 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

Both Rabbi Edward Kiner and Rabbi David Fass have 
requested that I solicit you to be our Scholar-in­
Residence. We would make available to you any of 
the following three weekends in November: Nov. 8-9, 
Nov. 15-16, Nov. 22-23. 

It is anticipated that you would present a half­
hour sermon at the Friday evening service and then 
a half-hour discussion at our Oneg Shabbat. On 
Saturday morning, we would like you to meet with our 
youth group, the Young Folks Temple League. The 
subjects of your sermon and talks would be at your 
option. 

We would appreciate your reply as quickly as 
possible. Please advise as to your honorari~. 

This will confirm my conversation with your 
:Mrs. Pluth. 

We are very hopeful that you will agree to be 
our Scholar-in-Residence. 

in 
airman Adult Education 

_ ........_,1" ... -. _.,. ________ .._ ____ ·-...---

5419 EAST BROAD STREET, COLUMBUS, OHIO 43213 • 866-0010 



J11ne 5, 1974 

Mr. Jerome Nakrin 
Chairman of Adw.t Education 
Temple Israel 
5419 Ea■t Broad Street 
Colmnbua. Ohio 43213 

Dear Mr. Nakrin: 

In response to your kind letter of JWle 3rd, l would be 
pleased to be the Scbolar-ln-R.ealdence at Temple Israel 
on Frlday and Saturday, November 8tb and 9th. 

It is my underatanding that you would want n1e to make 
a presentation at the Friday evening servlce wbich will 
be followed by a dieca••ion and to work Saturday morn­
ing with the young people. My honorarium would be 
$400 plus my expenses. 

I look forward to being with you. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



June 7, 1974 

Mr. Jerome Nakrin 
Cbalrman of Adult Educatlon 
Temple Ia rael 
5419 Eaat Broad Street 
Columbua, Chlo 43213 

Dear Mr. Nakrln: 

Pleaae excu■e tbe apparent confaalon, but I made a 
mlatake ln my orlglnal letter ln aaying that I could 
be witb you on November 8tb and 9th. The date• 
aboa.ld have read the 22nd and 23rd. I hope tbl• 
change of date• wlll not cau■e you any lnconvenlence. 

DJS:mp 

AIRMAIL 

Sincerely, 

Danlel Jeremy Silver 



TEMPLE ISRAEL 

Rabbi Daniel J. Silver 
The Temple 
26000 Shaker Bo levard 
Cleveland, Ohio 44122 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

William L. Glick, Presid nt 
Norman E. Folp , Vic Pr ident 
Sidn y I. Blatt, Vic Pr ident 
S yman L. Stern, r tary 
Mr . Allan Tar hish, As ociate Secretary 
Ern st Stern, Treasurer 
Dr. Robert J. W iler, A ociate Treasurer 
Jack S. Resler, Honorary Pre idcnt 
Chester G. Bandman, Jr., Administrator 

June 25, 1974 

Thank you for your letter of June 7th. This will confirm 
the dates of November 22nd and 23rd when you will be our 
Scholar-in-Residence. The honorarium is satisfactory. 
We are looking forward to your correspondence advising us 
as to your subject for the sermon and discussion. 

We are looking forward to a great weekend. Please advise 
in the near future. 

~ cerely,~ 

1~1i 11 aL u..-
!erome akrin 

/ Chairman of Adult Education 

5419 EAST BROAD STREET, COLUMBUS, OHIO 43213 • 866-0010 



Rabbi Daniel Silver 
2841 Weybridge Road 
Cleveland OH 44122 

Dear Dan, 

Robert J. Kaynes 

July 24, 197 4 

I understand you are going to be the "Scholar In Residence" at 
Temple Israel, on Friday, November 22. 

Sukie and I would certainly like to have you spend your "residence" 
at our house that night and also have dinner with us if this will be 
convenient for you. 

When your plans are finalized ... please let me know if you will be 
flying down ... I will be glad to meet you at the airport. 

Incidently ... I promise that this time all "bubble gum" will be 
removed from the car seat well ahead of time! 

Kindest personal regards, 



J uly 3 1974 

M r. obert J. Kayne• 
2702 Bryden Road 
Colum bus, Ohio 3209 

Dear Bob: 

It was good hearing from you and to know that you and 
uk ie are well. I would be delighted to spend th evenin1 

w i h you on the 22nd. Of course, I hav no idea as yet 
what my arrival plans are bu th ot 1 Kayn s is first 
r a as I can testify. 

V/ are all well. The kids are scatt ered for t he summer 
and I look forward to seeing you in November. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy ilver 

DJS:mp 



Aagaat 26, 1974 

Mr. Jerome Nakrln 
Chairman of Adult Educatlon 
Temple Ierael 
5419 Ea•t Broad Street 
Colambu•, Ohlo 43213 

Dear Mr. Nakrln: 

In reaponae to yoar telephone call of tbla morn.1D1 may I aa1-
1eat aa my •ermon toplc for be weekend - Hlatory l• . . . 
I want to ar111e a1alnat the current dl•ml••al of hlatory a• 
irrelevant and to a1111eet ita •l1nlflcance for the modem 
Jew. 

May I make another ■11gge1tlon. Dr. Bernard MartlD, Pro­
f•••or of Jewl•h Stadle■ at CWB.U, and I have jaat completed 
a two-volume Hlatory of Jadal•m wblch wlll be publl•h•d lD 
early October by Baalc Book•. I wrote the flr•t volame, Dr. 
Martln the •ecOAd. We attempted to pre•ent a developmental 
hl•tory of the ldea• and tradltlon• which make ap Jadalam. 
Over the Scholar'• Weekend the ■ l ■terbood or whoever ran• 
yoar Book Shop mlght want to order •ome cople• on con•l111-
ment and have tbem for •ale. Yoa wlll be able to make a few 
dollar• and I will be able to feel that the book l• 1A the band■ 
of •ome wbo really want to read lt. Contact aboald be made 
at Baile Book■ Inc. , 10 Ea•t 53d St. , New York, N. Y. 10022, 
Sa■an Lolael. 

I am encloalng a plctare and a blo for yoar pabliclty. Lookln1 
forward to belng with yoa and wltb all good wl■be• I remaln 

DJS:mp 
Encl. 

Sincerely, 

DaAlel Jeremy Sliver 



Rabbi Edward D. Kiner 
Temple Israel 
54 19 E. Broad St. 
Columbus, Ohio 43213 

Dear Ed: 

to r , l 7 

I am looking forward to being with you on ovember ZZ 
and 23. 

You may or may not kno that Be.rnie Martin and I have juat 
pub lished a two-volume hi.s to y of Judai m. It appeared thia 
week. It i.s a good piece of work i • I ay so myself - a aeriou• 
attempt to write a developmental hi.story of Jewish i.deaa and 
values. I tbouaht that yoar Book Shop might want to bave a 
few copies available that weekend. e promote Torah and 
I would, of course, be plea•ed to promote this book. 1 am 
sure they could obtain copies from the publisher at a trade 
discount. It take■ about two weeks to fill order■ eo the de­
cision 1bo11ld be made fairly quickly. My very beat to you. 

DJS:mp 
Encl. 

Sincerely, 

Danlel Jeremy Silver 



o 1en er 26 , 1974 

bbi dward . iner 
Zemple Israel 
5 19 E. road Street 
Columbus, Ohio 432l3 

Dear Ed: 

I tho roughly enjoyed my visit t o your congre a ion. 
They are a warm iendly g ou and us e le sure 
to ork with. I was sorry you ere rushed and we dldn't 
have a chance to si and schmoos , but it was leasure 
to meet Sharyn and I do hope our ths will cross in the 
near future. Witb all good ishes I remain 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jere y i.lver 

D1S:mp 



ove b r 26, l 7 

1 r. and rs. Ro ert J. Ka ynea 
27 2 ryden oad 
Columbus, Ohio 3209 

Dear Suki and Bob: 

I had a ery easy and pleasant drive back. The weather 
was 01·geous and I go ho e just as the announcer was 
sayin tha t it is half t ime. t hat poi i eemed aa 
if hio St te didn't have a chance. 

Barbara Arsham was at services Sunday so I gave her 
your best. I am so very grateful to you for the warmth 
of your hospitality. It made for a very leasant day. 
Adele looks forward to your visit o Cleveland. Just 
give ua a call ■o we know hen you are coming. 

As always, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



oven b r 26, 1974 

. Jerorr1e akcin 
Chair an of Adult Education 
Te pl Israel 
5 19 Eas Broad Street 
Columbus, Obio 432l3 

Dear Jerome: 

I tho1·ou hly enjoyed y visit to T le Israel, bo h 
be adult service and discussion <3 the meeting wltb 

tbe youtb group. They are a fine lot. Thank you for 
bav ini me. ?v1y traveling expen es amounted to 55. 

I truat tbat yoll and your cba rming ife will come to 
aee us if and when you come to Cleveland. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



-

TEMPLE ISRAEL 
William L. Glick, Pre ident 
Norman E. Folpe, Vice Pre ident 
Sidney I. Blatt, Vice President 
Seyman L. St rn, Secretary 
Mr . Allan Tar hish, As ociate Secretary 
Ern t Stern, Treasurer 
Dr. Robert J. W iler, A ociate Treasurer 
Jack S. Resler, Honorary President 
Chester G. Bandman, Jr., Administrator 

December 18, 1974 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
Tb.e Temple 
26000 Sb.aker Blvd. 
Beachwood, Ohio 44122 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

Please find enclosed a check for $55 to cover the cost of 
your traveling expenses for your Scholar-in-Residence 
weekend at Temple Israel. 

Allow me to take this opportunity to again thank you for 
a most inspiring and instructive learning experience. 
The congregation is still talking about your great 
sermon and the animated discussion which followed at 
the oneg shabbat. 

The members of the Young Folks Temple League are still 
thanking us for the memorable and stimulating morning 
with you. They were most impressed by you. They and 
the adults would all welcome another opportunity to 
hear you again. 

Thank you again for an outstanding weekend. 

Sincerely, 
7 

/ 
✓ r erome N 

t:ch - • 
rin 

I Chairman, Adult Education Committee 

5419 EAST BROAD STREET, COLUMBUS, OHIO 43213 • 866-0010 
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December 23, 1974 

Mr. Jerome Nakrin 
Temple Ia rael 
5419 East Broad Street 
Colombo•, Oblo 43213 

Dear Mr. Nakrln: 

Tbla will acknowledge receipt of a check for my expenaea 
to Columbua. I enjoyed ._,ery mach being wltb you and 
bope our path• will cro•• in tbe not•too-dlatant fotare. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Sliver 

DJS:mp 




