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25th ANNUAL 
BRUNCH LECTURE COMMITTEE 
General Chairman . . . . . . . . . M. M. Goldhamer 
Co-Chairman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Henry Kent 
Hospitality . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Louis Ryterband 
Publicity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bernard Chasm an 

Nelson Aaronsoo 
Facilities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A. B. Goldberg 
Recordings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ted Maierson 
Members-at-Large ........ Rabbi P. Irving Bloom 

Irving Katz 

presented by 

TEMPLE ISRAEL 
MEN'S CLUB 

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT 10:00 A.M. 

17 October 

Birth Dogma: The Bondage of 
the Jew 

Dr. ALVIN J. REINES 
Professor of Jewish Philosophy 
Hebrew Union College 

24 October 

Scholar-in-Residence 

Jewish Existence in an Epoch
making Age 

Dr. EMIL L. FACKENHEIM 
Professor of Philosophy 
University of Toronto 

7 November 

From WASP Domination to Plural
ism: A New Day for Religion-Studies 

Dr. NICHOLAS PIEDISCALZI 
Chairman, Oeptartment of Religion 
Wright State University 

run 
21 November 

Using Environmental Concepts To 
Plan Our Energy Future 

Dr. ERIC G. WAL THEA 
Manager, Food Production/Climate Mission 
Charles F. Kettering Founda,ion 

5 December 

The Arab in Israel Literature: The 
Literary Reflection of Conflict 

Dr. EZRA SPICEHANDLER 
Dean and Professor of Hebrew Literature 
Jerusalem School - Hebrew Union College 

12 December 

My Favorite False Messiah 

Rabbi P. IRVING BLOOM 
Temple Israel 

9 January 

The American Jewish Farmer -- A 
Rude Awakening to a Utopian Dream 

Dr. URI D. HERSCHER 
Executive Vice-President 
Hebrew Union College 

16 January 

The Birthpangs of Synagogue 
Judaism 

Dr. SAMUEL SANDMEL 
Distinguished Professor of Bible and 
Hellenistic Literature 
Hebrew Union College 

23 January 

Children and the Death Experience 

Rabbi SAMUEL K. JOSEPH 
Temple Israel 

... . • . ... 

30 January 

American and Jewish Concepts of 
Justice: Conflict or Harmony? 

Dr. NICHOLAS N. KITTRIE 
Director, Institute for Advanced 
Studies in Justice 
American University Law School 

Washington, D.C. 

6 February 

The Settlement in Joshua's Time: 
Invasion from the Desert or 
Peasants' Revolt 
Dr. CONRAD E. L'HEUREUX 
Assistant Professor of Old Testament 
University of Dayton 

13 February 

Scholar-in-Residence 

Dr. DANIEL J. SILVER 
Rabbi, Temple Tifereth Israel 
Cleveland, Ohio 

20 February 

Judaism Without God 

Rabbi SHERWIN T. WINE 
The Birmingham Temple 
Farmington Hills, Michigan 

27 February 

The Bible As Myth 

Sister RUTH GRAF 
Assistant Professor of Theology 
Xavier University 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

13 March 

Why Did Moses Break The Tablets? 

Dr. EUGENE MIHALY 
Professor of Midrash and Homiletics 
Hebrew Union College 

• 

ertes 
20 March 

The Inner Dialectics of Jewish 
Messianism 

Dr. JAKOB J. PETUCHOWSKI 
Professor of Jewish Liturgy & Theology 
Hebrew Union College 

27 March 

A Jewish Understanding of the 
Easter Tradition 

Dr. MICHAEL J. COOK 
Assistant Professor of Hellenistic 
and Early Christian Literature 
Hebrew Union College 

17 April 

The Medieval Jewish Philosopher 
and His Enterprise 

Rabbi BARRY S. KOGEN 
S. H . and Helen A. Scheuer Fellow 
Hebrew Union College 

24 April 

SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE 

To Be Announced 

1976-77 Temple Israel Men's Club 
Officers: 

PRESIDENT Robert Stern 
1st V -PAES. Howard Faust 
2nd V -PAES. Ernest Heilbronner 
TREASURER Max Scherberg 
RECORD. SEC'Y James Sniderman 
CO ARES. SEC'Y Bernard Chasman 
PAST PRESIDENT Arnold Merman 

BRUNCH LECTURE SERIES 

New Temple Members - No Charge 



.Rabbi Irving P. Bloom 
Temple Iarael 
1821 Emerson Avenue 
Dayton, Ohio 45406 

Dear Irv: 

November 17, 1976 

I have given ■ome thought to our conversation and to your program. 
I would propo■ e three congregational lectures: 1) the meaning of 
Jewiah history; 2) the meaning of the American Jewiah experience; 
and 3) the meaning of the liberal Jewish experience. I do not re
member which aeaaion involved your congregational meeting, but 
the lecture on the meaning of liberal Jewiah experience would be 
appropriate for it. You can jazz up the title• aa you want, but 
thl• format would provide a bit of continuity. 

Aa to the clergy talks, let them be under the general rubric, 
''11 rael A• A Concept of Jewish Thought. " 

Aa an author I try to take advantage of each viait to peddle A His
tory of Judaism. You can order copies direct from the publiaber, 
Basic Book■, but it-might be easier for ua to aend aome down. 
Baaic require• that you eatabliah credit. Each aet coat us twenty 
dollar■. It retail• in the store for thirty-eight. You can charge 
anything you want in between thole figure• and make a bit of 
money for the congregation. I would be happy to autograph copi.ea. 
If it la alright with you, we will •end down twenty ■et• and you can 
price them aa you will. We will take back tho■e that you do not 
■ ell. 

I look forward to being with you. My beat from hou•e to house. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 
DJS:mp 
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January 19, 1977 

P. 
Rabbl~lrving Bloom 
Temple Israel 
1821 Emerson Avenue 
Dayton, Ohio 45406 

Dear Irv: 

Deaplte the snow I'm lookln1 forward to my viait 
to Dayton. As I indicated to you I would like to 
uee the occaalon to promote A Hi•tory of Judai•m 
which Bernie and 1 wrote and which was published 
by Basic Booka. You could order directly from 
the publisher• but I found that by the time credit 
la established and the books arrive it la sometime• 
a matter of several montha. 

The aet ia now retailin& at $38. 00. We have a 
larae number of •eta which 1 bought at $20. 00. 
Perhapa it would be advi•able lf 1 eent down ••Y 
aome 20 copie•. You could aell them at $25. 00 
or $30. 00, and the Temple could make •ome profit. 
All we would want would be our coat and the freiaht. 
What you can't •ell we take back but I've never bad 
a problem. 

Hope to bear from you. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:me 



Rabbi P . Irving Bloom 
Temple Ia rael 
1821 Emerson Avenue 
Dayton, Ohlo 45406 

Dear Irv: 

February l, 19 77 

It was good talking to you yesterday. I am arriving in Dayton 
on Am erican Flight #349at 2:02 P . M. on Friday, February 11. 
As I indicated, t would appreciate it if someone could lend me 
a couple of blankets for the duration of my ■tay. Hotels have 
a way of belng cold. 

The books are being sent down by a truck service. Freight 
charge• of about $15 will be collected f rom you and we can 
figure that in with the coat of the book■ and/or profit for 
Temple Ia rael. 

I look forward to b~ing with you. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Sliver 

DJS:mp 



, 

Mrs. Sylvan Weinberg 
400 West Nottingham Road 
Dayton, Ohio 45405 

Dear Joan: 

February 2, 1977 

I am grateful for your kind invitation and look 
forward to having dinner with you on Saturday night. 
I do not know what will be required ot me during the 
day so, if possible, I would like to play it by ear. 
It 1s doubtful that Adele will be coming wit me. 
We have had a great deal of confusion here about 
school openings etc. 

Adele was speaking to her mother last night and 
mentioned that Sharon's mother had died this past 
week. I know you cared for her a good bit and I 
did not know whether you knew. 

Many thanks ~or your kindness. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



Rabbi P. Ir ing Bloom 
Tem le le rael 
182 mer on Ave. 
Dayto , 0hio 4 5 06 

Dear Irv: 

February l , 977 

I horoughly enjoyed my visit i ayton. You h ve a warm, 
hos i ble cor, r ga io'1 nd they are obviously res onding to 
you and to your ho es and guida ce. I know hat you will be 
blessed with tr'any years of ah py rabbinat . I was ,leased 
to lend my votce to your rog r s . 

My e . es or the ekend were l2 bich inclad s air 
trans 1ortatlon, some taxi , a few eals etc. I am SE>ndi'1g 
under se a rate cover A .Jistory of Judaism. f ank ou for 
allowhtg me to give yours away. Please don't orget to send 
me the names a d add re es or the bread and but er letters. 

My very beat to Pat. I hop to s 
not beror . 

DJS:mp 

you a th Conf rence i.f 

incerel y, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 



?\I r . 
433 1 Seiber 
Da yton, Ghio 

c herbe1·g 
e. 
5 -05 

Dear Mr. Sbae r er : 

T nk you so ,1ery n uch for sharing this statistica 1 rriate.r ial 
wit rr:e . I fout1d it quite i tere ti and ery useful. I en 
joyed bei g in a yto a"d ? reci t d the c ha ce to rr.ee 
'\\

1 i th you . 

JS : P 

E cl. 

Sin , J.e y, 

anie Je .re y Silve r 



Rabbi P. Irving Bloom 

February 17, 1977 

Rabbi Daniel Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle & Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

I write these few lines to tell you how deeply all 
of us appreciate your presence, your words, the stimula
tion and provocation you brought to us during this past 
week end. The feedback has been universally good, and 
I am most grateful to you. 

I am also enclosing copies of a couple
4
1etters re

ceived from Clergymen who were in attendance Monday 
morning. You may be interested in their response to 
your approach and to your message. 

I am doubly grateful because I fully realize the 
rigor of the schedule and the fact that you were con
stantly fighting a bad cold in order to get through it. 

I am enclosing a list of the names and addresses 
of those who entertained you in some way. The Greens 
were your hosts on Friday evening. Marshall Ruchman, 
the Temple President, is the guy who arranged the tennis 
games. The Weinbergs of course were your hosts on 
Saturday evening, and the Weismans Sunday noon. Joe Miller 
was your tennis partner. 

Please drop me a note and let me know the amount 
of your expenses so that we can send you one check for 
the full amount. 

With wannest personal regards and all good wishes, 

Cordially, 

PIB/jk 
Encls. 

-

~ y-
Rabbi P. Irving Bloom 

75~ 5~<A.. ~,l~L · -di ~..z r~ ~ ~ / -
df o.l_ dJ ./4 -4//M "' .,,,.c./4,_,/ . 

TEMPLE ISRAEL .J.~ 1821 Emerson Avenue• Dayton, Ohio45406•513278-9621 



February 24, 1977 

Mr. and Mra. Marahall Rucbman 
3024 Marlay Road 
Dayton, Oblo 45405 

Dear Linda and Maraball: 

Juat a note to thank you for your many co11rteaiea while 
I waa in Dayton. I enjoyed my visit. The congregation 
ha ■ a apecial warmtb to it which undoubtedly reflect• 
ita leaderabip. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



Mr. and Mrs. JoaepbMlller 
6512 Foursome Lane 
Dayton, Oblo 45322 

Dear Carol and Joe: 

February 2f, 1977 

It was wonderful playing tennis with you. You went out 
of your way to make my visit a delight. I hope when you 
are up in these parta, ''back home," you wlll drop by and 
1ay hello. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Sliver 

DJS:mp 



Dr. and Mra. Philip Weisman 
lZOO Latchwood Dr. 
Dayton, Ohio 4540S 

Dear Charna and Phil: 

February 24, 1977 

I want to thank you for your courtesies while I wa■ in 
Dayton. I enjoyed being in your home and havlna lanch 
with you. I hope you will come visit u• at The Temple 

. wben you are next in Cleveland. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



Mr. and Mra. Donald Green 
5563 Joyce Ann Dr. 
Dayton, Chlo 45415 

Dear Sally and Donald: 

February Z4, 1977 

I want to thank you for a very lovely Sabbath dinner and 
for tbe chance to meet your children. I enjoyed Dayton 
and Temple Iarael and felt very welcome. Pleaae drop 
by and vialt a• at The Temple the next tlme you are ln 
Cleveland. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



Dr. and Mra. Sylvan Weinberg 
400 W. Nottingham Road 
Dayton, Ohio 4S405 

Dear Joan and Sylvan: 

February 24, 1977 

Pleaae pardon my delay ln thanking you for a lovely Satur
day evenina. I enjoyed being with your friend• and being 
in yoar home. It wa• an altogether pleaaurable experience. 

I am encloaing two copie• of lecture• l gave on death and 
grief which you may find of intereat. I WOllld be intereated 
to know your reaction•. 

It wa1 a delight 1eein.g you after all too many yeara. I hope 
when you are next ln Cleveland you wlll give a• a call and 
Adele and I wlll be able to have both of you over for dinner. 

DJS:mp 

EncL 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 



Rabbl P. Irving Bloom 
Temple l•rael 
1821 Emer•on Avenoe 
Dayton. Ohio 45406 

Dear Irv: 

Febraary 24. 1977 

Thank yoa for your kind note and for the check. I have 
ja•t about broken the cold and we have had a blt of •an 
•o thing a a re looking op. 

I enjoyed my vl•lt wlth you. You are surrounded by a 
lot of wonderful people and I know yon play a aigniflcant 
role ln their live•. You are a very empathetlc peraon. 

Wlth warmest per•onal reaard• and all good wl•h•• 
I remain 

Sincerely, 

Danlel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



1750 EUCL I D A VENUE• CLEVELAND, OHIO 44115 • PHONE (216) 861-4360 

February l, 1977 

Rabbi Daniel .J. Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Rabbi Dan: 

I hope you recall most pleasantly, as we do, your talk last May to 
the local chapter of Jewish Communal Workers. Despite some diffi" 
culties, I managed to transcribe most of your talk and did send it 
on to you in the hope that you would find the time to make revisions 
for its inclusion with the other presentations in the lecture 
series for a chapter publication. 

Since it was inconvenient for you to do the editing job, I have made 
an attempt at it and enclosed the results for your approval and 
possibly some final changes. We would very much like to include 
your provocative analys.is, which incidentally you may want to retitle 
in the published collection of talks. 

I do hope you review the edited version and that, most importantly, 
you will approve its publication. I would most appreciate hearing 
from you in the near future. 

Sincerely, 
I 

J11i:i 
aidah Rubinstein 

Research Associate 

JR/mg 

Enclosure 

President Albert B. Ratner 

Treasurer Henry J. Goodman 

Vice-Presidents Max R. Friedman 

Associate Treasurer Charlott Paris 

Milton A. Wolf Bennett Yanowitz 

Executive Dir ctor Stanley B. Horowitz 



The Welcome Factor 

to plant the flag of 

Castilia and Aragon over the new world and to bring the cross, the authority of the 

Church to thie hemisphere, the Jews of Spain were o»drnsd to choose between baptism 

b l , t 

and exile. In a matter of months one of the oldest and ~..,....!lall,..e most c7111p¢j75; Jewish 

communities was destroyed. Most of the elite converted. The masses took the road 

to exile. For most their first step was Portugal. From there they went to North Africa 

and Southern Italy, Greece and Turkey. They had bitter dispersion. It was sad history, 

as you know. 
L I' 

Jewish history in the western hemisphere aeeeMe pnah!cmatic. Columbus 

brought European civilization to the new world, which is to say he brought Christian 

civilization and the Inquisition. The Spanish emperors and the Portugese princes were 

determined to keep Jews and heretics out of their possessions. Inquisitional headquarters 

were established in Mexico City and at Lima. T he fi r es ,of auto-de-fei were frequently 

kindled. The settlement of Jews was not a new beginning but another chapter in an old 

histor The first settlement of Jews in what was to become the United States was 

problematic. In the early 17th century the Dutch colonized the east coast of Brazil. 

'J'hey established V.:a!IA! a few trading ports from which they could export natural 

~~ homel--. Holland was at this time Protestant, Dutch Reform. There 

were Jews in Amsterdam and Jews had been allowed to come to Dutch Brazil. In me sure 

s these ports prospered the Portugese were eaa. .. to eliminate them. In the 1640 1s 

they attacked Bele.°1 __ mall Jewish community joined their fellow citizens in the 

militia until they were overwhelmed. 

The Jews took to the sea. Some 21 or 23 of them landed in Curacao. There 

was little opportunity the re so they made for the closest Dutch port which happened to 

be New Amsterdam. Within a week the men had been thrown into jail and the women 



J 

✓ 
2 

and children taken into protective custody. Governor Peter Stuyvesant promptly sent 

a letter to his employers, the Dutch West Indies Co., complaining about the new arrivals: 

'We do not want the Christ killers, this pariah, among us. Let them be sent away im

mediately. 1 The Board met. A letter was returned to the governor, saying in effect: 

'We appreciate your sentiments and we are in general agreement, but the company has 

Jewish stockholders and it would be inadvisable to carry out your proposal.' The gover-

nor had no alternative but to release the Jews, but he exacted two promises. Thef .Mi-C

cept-1- full economic responsibility for each member of their community and t 

not to encourage further Jewish immigration. 

The 

(\... w, 
its beginnings. If the beginnings teach any truth it is that in the real world civic virtue 

is often the child of prudential profit considerations . All too often the survival of Jews 

has depended upon the ability of other Jews to buy Jews out or to buy Jews in and that 
r Z l 

sad responsibility ,ggee a11. W.i.tbin ~• peat araQ: ■e we have had to buy Jews out of 

Roumania and in a sense we are buying Jews out of the Soviet Union. 

We o not know why the Jews of Old Amsterdam took the strong stance that 

they did. inly there was a sense of fraternity and fellow feeling bu 

nother draft f poor Jews might have to be 

added the poor 

The first Jews who came to America were obviously here on tolerance and 

A 
e accepted grudgingly. The old teachings of contempt Glor Jy pervaded the at-

le II 
m a,,••• America, ex ,::i.pce t nc- e answer, . 1;d,..-es not 

in the ..e11at& facts of 

American geography. The land was empty. At first there were more Indians than 

settlers. Until recently there was more land than farmers. 
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I • f 
p~. __.. ... Mast half of those who came to_tb.e.a.~.&1~.&.LJA-'iW._.Mlll•-~r- ••• .. ••oli within 

ation precarious. Examine, if you will, t e architecture of the little salt box synagogue 

carefully you will 

ate lt is now a national historic monu- ; 

ind that ~t in front of the bima t e 
I 

1.s a trap do r covered now by a r This..-..p door 

I 
leads down into the basement and crosses what as then a street into a cemetery some 

wors,bi,p. In Europe almost every synagogue e kind of an escape hatch. At 

first America was not that diffe.rent. 

know of no synagogue built 

in the last century which has an escape hatch. 

advancement has been remarkable. In educational attainment and economic achievement 

we have risen to the top of the list and have done so in remarkably short order. Econo-

mically, America has been v••Y good for the JeVf d ltoday, unlike Peter Stuyvesant, 

~ governors come to our affairs ~a.bring us greetings a"'3 tell us nice things about 

say about us behind our backs. 

It 
different. 

1/ ·-r 
I want to focus on the proposition America is different and ask J§ust how 

I I I 
Different in what respect? Different from what? Things have been different. 
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We have not had a Dreyfus Trial. We have not had a Doctor's Trial. Outside of some 

anti-semitic activitiJ 
p I 

There have been k11N1-.rn anti-semites, to be sure, but by and large they have not been . 

allowed into the mainstream of American politics. Given these facts, there are many 

Jews today who believe that America is differen~, ,-l@!!Mlile verything here is secure, that 

it will become a major component of our political system. 

J ' 

uw~ ay anti-semitism may not be central 
~ r . i 

or flagrant, but it La.-.. •-•LlWlXWARt era latent in the larger society - a poison which 

has infected the western world for a thousand years ts not quickly eradicated. This group 

' 
hasta1:1~&e add that the Jewish community ts protected by two b • c facts wliimlllllllllilri not 

. 
L Our Constitution 

-In America there are Jews and Catholics and Mormons MIMi blacks and whites and Indians 

and Asians. Those who hate can choose between many scapegoats. 

f 

Most Jews fall into one or another of these relatively optimistic categories, 

to be very po • ere s minority of 

a minority \WII() believe that America is not that different, that what happened in Europe 

iddle 

N ( 
oil embargo is reimposed the old ll8i' i!J eagin 

I 
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basic facts which do not apply to any European country. The first, that this is a nation 

under law and that our Constitution protects our rights, the rights of all minorities; 

and secondly, that we are a nation with a plurality of minorities, there's no single 

either 
dominant majority and, therefore, there are many people to be scapegoats or, put 

another way, that no one group can say ours is the only way, thP. only allegiance 

which is acceptabl~ as American. And I think those Jews who tend to bP. optimistic 

and hopeful, to be euphoric if I wanted to put a value term on it about the American 

Jewish futurP., tend to take, at the very least, this second view. There are other 

Jews, and I suspect again these are a minority of a minority, who believe that 

America is not different in any basic way, that whafas happened in Europe must Ln-

evitably happen here, it's only a question of time, it's getting bad enough, the 

crunch coming before we'll see the emergence of the same virulent anti-semitism 

scapegoat that was prevalent in Europe throu hout the centuries. 

The er~ tbat l tbisr!1ft . • e to grips wini 

term galu~. 

g_alut. 

secure 

in their relationships to God and to themselves only when they'ft in their promised 

land. hen 

can have-th-



12 

punished 

exile 

ated from ) national home and w· ~' .. •••••~ .. ~M••-- a theological term or 

1' '-

ly, God 1s angry with you, 

1'14fflip ... ..,. Httn. Galut thiiain becomes the ---
term for insecurity, for alienation, for a sense of distance, for all those terms which 

lC chology of .iae Jewish t~e, 

J 

et'~ _g_et back to t a .return to Zion and 

yea 
had 

. ...Q.lle~t'O!~W13~h ed Jews 

ca exi 'i question 

is being -p a.ce ou t ra 1, but is it a place where the 

at home, 

. 
1S 

Am r ica different 



, 
P~IMlila...a,_....W..~""' ... ~.,._ .... .,.._.~~~~~ 

rv , 
In 1790 our fi st president, George Washington, made a state visit to Newport . 

The purpose for this visit has long since been forgotten, at least by those who know as 

little about the biography of George Washington as I admit I do, but it's interesting 
1l 

to note when his visit was announced a number of~e community • 1 
't. 

largest community at the 

the 

American 

Newpo~ 

s . In 

t9 PR 

filled with the kind of sentiments we like 

I shall always retain a grateful remembrance of the 
cordial welcome I experienced in my visit to New Port 
from all classes of citizens. 

The citizens of the United States of America have a right 
to applaud themselves for having given to mankind examples 
of an enlarged and liberal policy, a policy worthy of imitation. 

All possess alike liberty of conscience and immunities of 
citizenship. Toleration is no longer spoken of as if it is by 
the indulgence of one class of people, that another enjoys 
the exercise of their inherent natural rights. For happily 
the government of the United States, which gives to bigotry 
no sanction, to persecution no assistance, requires only 
that they who live under its protection should demean them
selves as good citizens, in giving it on all occasions their 
effectual support. 
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~~-•~Qia.Qiil~ia.M•~~t!1'::Btlrl'"'9-a.s most of our Sunday 

~' ~ urns out d,at i.a the 

6~ .I J V 
letter of invitation which Moses Seixas, the warden of the Hebrew congregation, had 

written to General Washington. He baci wr;**•• aik 

Washington
1
J..-.secretary o,f b,,ie did z:ae simply ..... Nli0-....iill8 .. 158-alait -ft!.-!tlll8il ..... 

sanction, to persecution no assistance" ts pure Seixas, not pure Washington . at 

l'm saying is ....... Hom the days of General Washington to those of Gerald Ford /f'IVI 

been a minority adviser in the White House, a public relations con-

sultant, who has seen to it that all minorities, all groups, are told by the President 

·~ 
what they want to hear insofar as • 

' 

basic poli , , ■ tl r ha a ic 

a . <!tu. ~e hear a lot of nice things from our pub lie of fie ia 1 s, 

I\ ~ i I 
and it's good to hear them, far better than to hear otherwis~and 

~@et!ldossier out of these statements ~ ~~•elU liillrMla.•L-

, ~ l I 
questio Mil -at happens when push comes to 

these not being allowed full exercise? 

I 
school 

historians 

,ijf the public schools Ul the United States, at least until the middle of the 1920's, 

protestant parochial schools a 

protestant ethic. 

They taught the protestant view of history,l they•••!■• edH&UafPy ti •t:;bon dea-.was 

l\ 
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find any nu i ·-·- · • re• the teache r1 

aPen 

to be discussing these things be~ e child 

y. 

Ot bl loch •t~nother example/ until at least the second World War, 

. 
.._......,..a.Lt!..,...~~~~..:.w.:..;e;;.;r_;e develo ed 

from living east of Warrensville Center or 1n Forest Hills, and any number of hotels, 

/Prf\O> 
I give you the &is i the great prosperity of the last years and the com-

plaints of big business that they ollftillllft find enough bright youn&-..n to move into 

positions of executive responsibility•, haoineos dtdn 1t hal@ th@ gtanu,at et mce ,,,,, 
One of our major national 

program t forcew the big businesses of America to open their doors, at least at 

a middle management level, to a few Jews. The gap between W... pronouncements 

and t~ reality has always been and is still today .-Jw..•••••._ a sizeable one. 

' you measure the American Jewish experience ••rnply by the Hiiaa 

: tton 

rs well for the future. We've 

I I 
_.a.ad. push cart ......... to 

✓ 

( 
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grandfathers or our fathers and our mothers worked in the sweat shops of the lower 

east side of Philadelphia and of Boston, 12-14-16 hours a day every day but the Shabbat. 

And most of us 

that allowed us 

worked ·Jsrr hard at school and at graduate school to get the degrees 

to f:l'f s •-- ilai ■ •• er uo bi !d and ha,..! the skills which would(• {aid 

and larger, 
I 

opportunity as 

ati en larger 

happen? 

•• 1 .- believe that it will be. Ile,iw~any Jews are frightened when they t mink of the 

Arab boycott, ·• ad I ILtbl@§L nt Ai&\J 1n■ 1J ! &, &n lt125 see t,, the closing off of 

law firms or f banks young Jor.TJ& wne ,uant amplw31 ant now 

~..- the cup half full or is it half empty? If 

~ u ~ C',) I\ ~ ~'-'"' I. 
we look as Jews tend to look, from th:cnrselves out, from their lovely raocb homes 

~ . ' ~ C l,-.J'I',-, 
in Pe ppc 1 Jiiliilna to the future, ~ -.clear~.._,.._ ture ~• ieitt9 ~ right. They've 

Ov 
done well. Tbe;,r children have had educational opportunities ~ they faillllll' to 

1le t l\ ~ I 
take advantage Qf tbat frhstlc tbe eai AM¼, not America's. 

~ 

13,..,, ' Blft' en t @' s 

J. 
th£ _ _ _ 

neighbors . America is a pragmatic country. Once Jews are here we tend to be ac-

oun 
t e record if we look al ii e immigration laws? of 
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As long as America was 

a wilderness, empty, everybody was welcome, anybody was welcome to pile through 

'Ellis Island. We needed workers in the steel mills and workers on the farms, anybody 

?i-t Cl .J ', tn / 
who was willing to come could come. A:w1 the arj9ipfil immigration quota legislation, 

v-,; \..,"'- (.._ ' 1 ' L • L • , l_l ££ • tllte 2@g • e a+, co er : ttu was f•••22y e Al\ 1n 1921 and 1924, was not 1n its or1g1n or 

i1is it•-rnajor impetus anti-semitic ate JJ 
I 

needed despe rat'ely to prevent greenhorns from com1ng in and 
i 

Carnegies 
, . 

and the other n:M.lAOl!i@ ~n 
~M 

strike breake . -r - _ they needed 

1.eta tr ,.ltir. Ta . 

I 
~~tfl~iMi•.,.w ~ ~,e--t't.rtB wa-s a tr~~'btn•uMiM~Mlli~~ll'ft~ere had been a Red scare 

in alien ideas. 

Amer · d Jews were discriminated against, 

Catholics to a lesser degree were discriminated against, and •ha Orientals were 

ii I\J 
totally discriminated against. What tbe~r did eeioRtinfl\5; aa you kne•n , is to allow 

_....,he Slavic countries and f .. _.Russia, 

~ 
w~.clw~..a.i'11...e.JU'3*iiil""!'Pl"'1tt~~s areas where there were large Jewish communities 
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the seven years preceding 1924 

656, 000 Jews entered the United States. In the seven years succeeding 1924 o■ Zy 

73,000 Jews were allowed to enter. And during that very same period, the argument 

is raised we had to keep people down and this was just an effective way of doing it, by 

our own admission, by the admissions of our own immigration experts, there were 

over three-quarters of a million visas from Scandinavia, from the British Isles, from 

Germany, which went unused, which could have been filled, but were not filled; could 

have been filled i • people from central and eastern Europe or the Asian countries 

were allowed to come tn. 

Now if we look at the welcome quota, we find that these dis-

criminatory quotas, these racist quotas, a matter of life and death to tJ:wucaA1d s 

. . j 
nts r 

I i; P ,- N 
_.~ae-""'W•s a President who has greM ........ ~.---- ..,~1'l wln 

great support frotr\ the indigenous American Jewish community t.Illlll• Tl:a ■ 111E. 's 

Jews are importa~. Franklin 

Jewish 

brains . Rosenman, Frankfurter, others were in his inner circle and remained so. 

to come to America a way could always be found to bring him in', but it's also clear 

that in all the years that Mr. Roosevelt was in office he did nothing , nothing, to break 
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I f 
the quota system, to get in Jews above the quota, to tell the State Department that 

they could not manage the granting of visas in a typical State bureaucratic manner, 

t.,¥ 
tbia.115-e-trl!ftt'-ttMrtn!@ll!tllllf!ft'ffl~fflr"'llfil!~•--•N! ~ proposal elfll@IP submitted to Congress by 

tb.e administration asking for a special dispensation to bring in 50,000 or 100,000 

or a quarter of a million Jews into the United States, with the result that between 1932 

and 1945, during the whole Nazi era, only 120, 000 
I 

these United States . During that same period 

Jews managed to immigrate into 

I • ~~ u u 1a ~ l , 
places went 11Wlit1~i· 1 i Fl ppfilled, 

the good ship St. Louis . Nine hundred and thirty Jews boarded this refugee ship 

which would allow them to enter Cuba. When they reached Havana the Cuban govern-

Baltimore. Wh Baltimore • ship was quarantinP.d ti tf ■ r &'9b.r. De-

spite incredible protestation by American Jews and a few others, none of these 930 

people were allowed to land in the United States. This is 1939. The ship was turned 

~ ('J 
back . ..Tbe sb;p u10 1 •••k to Hamburg and the peepJ~ were unloaded to Auschwitz, 

!)star? Perhaps this unwelcome factor ts limited to the years preceding the second 
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11\20 

~\ ~ 
World War. What happened after the second World War? (:.Fh@ beginnin~ sf ,1 a other 

t I 

s tde of thP, tape and I think some of it is missed) 
• I fV'.. 

Ti,. nniao j5 tQ bg 11nd•• ti I Communist system. Th~W@~ma•-••.-.-- ;F ranee England 

own 
own war-torn economies 

to rebuild and tb.ey languish for two years or more in the displaced persons camps . 

so-called illegal immigration into Palestine c...-ies 

uring this period iaE-u••• tbot ·Jewish angers 

g.c: frayed. Here are two million survtvors beyond the six million that were killed 

and they're still in tents and in camps or being interned by the British on Cyprus. 

You recall that as a great act of magnanimity it seemed py many i.-.•e American 

)F¼hP. demanded publicly or a. , that Mr. Atlee , in the British Labor 

Palestine. And this was seen as an act of great political courage and, of course, we 

wanted it if we could get it. 

y:1-ecall responded tetbi e •n a 
t 

in, Ernest Bevin, the British Foreign Secretary, 

11-e r~o '- , ~ 
Ile 1aia s a.,, t: bazply that 

the reason Mr. Truman wants the 100,000 Jews in Israel, in Palestine, is that 

I)\ (t. ' w, v I 
he doesn't want them in New York. Aaa stztts ttae. At no time/ · 1945

1
ft 1946 or 

1947 did the American administration introduce a bill •o the Congress it8 allow , . 
._....._.,...~.ws to come into these United States. There was no attempt 

to empty the displaced persons camps 

this against the Vietnamese 
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At no time, if we look at this welcome factor, during all those years of 

the rise of Hitler, genocide and politicized anti-Semitism, did the United 

States make a ■ove to allow greater numbers of Jews into the United States. 

Your parents, and your grandparents and some of you signed affid its and 

worked to get an individual here or there in. But there wa very little 

that we could do politically. 

Whether we look at the failure of the administration to respond to obvious 

Jewish pressure, or whether we look at the failure of the administration 

even to take steps to Rring Jews out to some kind of refugee center, in the 

Evian Conference or Bermuda Conference, whatever it may be, we find that 

there was just no support for more Jews coming. Those who were here, 

Americans were pragmatic, and they were here, but we really don't want more 

Jews as neighbors. If we look, and say all right, that was in the 30's, but 

after the trauma of Dachau andAmerica felt guilty and it all changed. Or 

did it? Remember ihat after the war, there were still 2 million Jews in 

DP camps in Europe. Never once did the Truman administration request the 

Congress to allow large drafts of these Jews to come to the United States. 

Finally in response to a variety of pressures, President Truman suggested 
I 

public1y that the British rescind the White Paper sufficiently to allow 

(ooo ·ws in Tel Aviv, 1 because he lidn' t ,want J.00, 000 Jews in New York; 

and he was right. 

Now compare this to the sea lift, the air lift, which went on for 10 uears 

of Cuban refugees after the Bay of Pigs, and compare this with the recent 

sea lift of refugees out of Viet Nam. If we look at the welcome factor, 

we have to say that we have never been able to build up pressure to bring 

Jews into the United States in large numbers over quota because of humani

tarian reasons. I would submit to you that even the bill that finally 

passed~ ,hi; to allow a sizeable number of Soviet Jews into the 
( 

United States, came not because there was a great upsurge of opoular 

( 
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feeling in the United States that we ought to have more Jews. It came 

because there was a great upsurge of anger in West Berlin and in Am

sterdam and in Paris, in Rome, among NATO allies who said to us, "Look 

you've been, for whatever your reasons, putting tremendous pressure on 

us to force the Russians to let some Jews out of the Soviet Union. Okay, 

you hoped they would go to Israel, but they decided not to go to Israel. 

Now they' Te camped outside of our cities, and we really don't want them 

and you are not al lowing them to come in'"' It was that kin of pressure 

plus popular pressure from areas such as ours that led to that final bit 

of legislation. 

What am I saying? I am trying to suggest that when we look at the welcome 

factor it is easy to see the limitations of Jewish power. We're looking 

now at a question of Jewish power that has nothing to do with whether 

or not Israel should give back the West Bank. It has nothing to do with 

whether or not Israel should be given 2.4 billions of tax dollars in 

military and economic aid. We are looking at a simple humantarian problem. 

A ~pulation group which is known to be energetic, self-sufficient, self-
~ 

sustaining and self-supporting, asked several times in our century to be 

allowed to bring into a relatively empty land, large drafts of its own 

people. Each time, in a !'law•, nobody said n~ - no action was taken; and 

eachtime, we lacked the power to make it happen. That is the important 

point: we lacked the power to make it happen. 

Jewish power is a figment of Jewish imagination. It has one great value 

that I can see. It makes people a little more leary of doing what they · 

think will displease us. But Jewish power is a creation of the anti-Semitic 

press. Nobody talked about Jewish power in the ninetheenth century wttil the 

anti-Semite in the 188O's and 189O's devised the term. They devised the 
a~~~, 

term for their own a];sstl)r purposes to prove that there was a Jewish con-
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spiracy,yhctber it ¥13 s;ggr:nid➔WWlretH@t re was capt,aliatic, to take 
L 

over the world. was pop 

( • I I \ , 
war to explain w taklng positions in the Middle East, which 

were innimicable to traditional British imperial interests. Washington 
rr I Nt< u .... ,-.<.., IM e ~ ' ~ l)I\J - (,,-

was responding not to the good of the west but was rN,eRMnn• •e poler, 
. )-

that , j s ~ ewish pressure 

Why did Washington respond as she did to the events of the Middle East? 

Not because Jews wanted to create a state. That was a nice idea and, yes, 

it solved one problem. It would take the DP's and they would not have 

to come here. But the real reason was that we wanted, as a country, to 

elbow the British and French out of the economic advantage they had in the 

markets, the oil controls and what not in Syria and the rest of the Middle 

East. We wanted those markets; we wanted the Mediterrean ports; we wanted 

to protect the oil rich southern Arab lands, and we devised a policy ac-
' t I ,, , j 

cordingly. We saw tha-t a tier little 

under 
fuvl c I,, 

Russian influence and .sns~e !he radical Arabs, tlle pgor Arabs 

oil..., Pe,haps U could create a series of small 

states like Jordan and Israel which could act as a buffer between the 
V 

poor Arab and the rich oil lands beneath. Certainly we wo..n.- liiM•n~re 
1 ( ~ 

.l(S.S economic advantage fo:r Aramco and ff>? Chase Manhattan and for all the 

f 

other institutions of American economic power. We could move in and create 

the Middle East as an American sphere of influence rather than one which 

was British and one which was French. 

Political scientist would say that what you have seen in the last twenty 

or twenty-five years has given some Jews the illusion of Jewish power be

cause America seemed to support everything that Israel wanted. Truman 
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stands on the green lawn outside the White House, and smiles at Weizman 

and receives the sacred Torah and says, •~I always wanted one". More im

portantly, there has been significant sales of some arms and obviously 

political support. But what you have seen is a temporary idenity of in-

A I 
terest between the inu.i._.,....,c~.ae.aew state and-Nll~.a~ • The 

political scientists would remind us that Jewish power, if you look at it 

histotj:cally, is what is called incremental power. It is not absolute, 

it cannot initiate, it cannot run counter to what is perceived as a 

national interest. 

What it can do, if we are organized, is to see to it that once a decision 

has been made, that America is prepared to follow through on that dicision. 

Once The lhlited States has determined, for example, that it wants to 

have an aircraft carrier which is land based, air bases, let's say in Israel, 

from which it c Iranian and Saudia Arabian oil fields, then it 

becomes important to make certain kinds of military commitments to Israel; 

and we can see to it that the Israelis get what they adked for rather 

than sinq,ly what America is prepared to give. This power is incremental. 

We cannot force any issue. 

The issue of Soviet Jews did not emerge because we wanted it to emerge. It 

is a perfect example of incremental power. There was a sizable gYoup in and 

out of the Senate who were convinced that the Russians did not mean any

thing that we meant by detente, who were suspicious of this term that the 

Kissinger-Nixon admi~istration was pushing. This group determined that 
(tL ) el 

Russia maJntaiaed its imperialistic ambitions; they saw air bases in. Africa 

and elsewhere. They saw all kinds of things happening, and they were 

determined to challenge Russia's intentions early and to, in a sense, sab

otage this particular approach to detente: You need a moral issue. You 

can't do it purely on narrow, political concerns in the United States. 
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We're a moralistic people. We gave them the issue and they took it; and 

when it became too expensive they backed away from it. For a while we got 

some emigration out and then it was cut off. We were able, for a period 

of time, tn fiRe 8 l&Pge ·,ielwiie or ffiii8£1tlii people ee11eo1t1eti aeeut one , 

~ 
thing n.a•--~.-eao-w • , to blend our concerns into thet larger 

concern. For a small period of time we were able to get increment and 

value out of it. When it no longer fit the larger need, we could not. 

What does all of this say? It suggests to me that Jews ought to take no 

comfort uhate 01 £.rom ··.the fact that the United States has been understand

ing, syrnpath tic, helpful to Israel over the past 28 years. America has 

done that for her own interests. Her relationships with any and every 

state of the world is governed by America's national interests. There is 

nothing wrong in that. That is the way every state operates. We often 

take •llf seriously the political professions of our presidents that 

America is committed to the survival of Israel . How many times was., that 

said about Viet Nam? I cculti maice w.• • y~~~mg. Those are 

political statements. The question is what purpose will Israel 

within the geo-polit cal needs of the United States, and as 
I 

people e United States interested in the survival of 

sure of two e is that there is a large sy thetic body of 

opinion who will essentially applaud the gove t if it moves in areas 

that are favorable to Israel. Could w a public opinion 

basis moralistically rather t Kissinger has made clear 

to us is the way the Secondly 

we are going to h_,a; to recognize that when the interests in th~lJpited 

States evenhandedness, which is to say towards Arab markets, 

protection of Chase National Bank investments, or City Bank 

of New York investments, or whatever they are in the Millleeast, 
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that point in time, e an "shreigevald:. to our congress 

people, and' here is absolutely noth· g we can do. 

I"' 

In 1956, you remember Israel, England and France worked out a co-

ordinated attack on Egypt because of the c~osing of the sue5anal and 

because of the massing by Nasser of troops in the Sinai. Israel fought 

and the European powersreally did not. But Israel found itself within 

a matter of days on the banks of the Suez Canal. The last thing that 

America wanted at that time was for the Canal to become a kind of polar

izing issue. You will remember that Secretary Dulles then peremptorily 

ordered Ben Garion to remove the Israeli troops. And we petitioned, 

and we marched, and we talked and we button-holed and we visited and we 

didn't delay by a single day the withdrawal of Israeli troops from the 

banks of Suez back to Israel. It was a clear decision of American policy 

that withdrawal had to take place; and "gornisht helfen'', there was 

nothing we could do to avoid its taking pl ace . -

s ' . • 
We live in a scary world. We live in a world where it seems to me we 

have to be ultimately realistic. Power in the United States is divided 

and it should be. Yhat is one of the things that protects our freedom. 

Jews in the United States are not going to be able to have it their way. 

No group in the United States can have it its way. This is simply the way 

of a heterogenous and polygot nation. There are going to be many times 

over many years, where the American Jewish community is going to feel itself 

frustrated and threatened. You . remember that when the first Arab oil em

bargo was put down, Jews began to see bumper stickers which talked about 

oil not Jews.: These bumper stickers were a figment of our imagination. 

Someone may have finally put one up but there literally were none when Jews 

began to talk about this, we're tense ye pa1ple have not forgotten that 
r 

we are in the Diaspora. We tend to overreact; we are a passionate people, 

and there is terrible danger in being overly passionate and overly urgent. 

✓ 




