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Rabbi Daniel J. Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle and Silver Park 
Cleveland 6, Ohio. 

Dear Daniel: 

December 1, 1965 

I am writing you in behalf of our Congregation which is this year celebra
tirg its 25th Anniversary. 

Our celebration will take the form of a Re-Dedication Service, recalling 
the fact that this is also the 15th Anniversary of the Dedication of our 
Temple building. 

At that time, in the spring of 1951, your father, out of a strong feeling of 
friendship for me, accepted my invitation to deliver the Dedication Sermon, 
and his presence and his words are now a treasured memory in the history 
of our Congregation. 

At the time of the Dedication, our Congregation had grown so large that to 
accommodate all the members and their families, we needed to hold two De
dication Services, one on a Thursday night, and the other on a Friday night. 
The other Dedication Sermon was delivered by our mutual friend, Rabbi 
Solomon B. Freehof. 

We have since communicated with Rabbi Freehof and he readily agreed to re
turn for the Re-dedication. He will be with us on Thursday night, May 19. 

The 25th Anniversary Committee of Temple Israel, consisting of the leaders 
of our Congregation, have expressed to me their feeling that it would mean 
so much to us, and to all the Jewish community of Detroit, if the son of 
the Rabbi who addressed us at the Dedication of our Temple, would come for 
the Re-dedication Service. I hope you share our sentiment. 

I am writing to invite you to join Rabbi Freehof in our Re-dedication 
gram and to deliver the Re-dedication Sermon on Friday night, May 20. 
colleague, R bbl M. Robert Syme, joins me in this invitation, and all 
us here are eagerly awaiting news of your acceptance. 

Please let me hear from you as soon as possible. 

With all good wishes, I am 

Cordially, 

LF:dc RABBI 
AFFILIATED WITH THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
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Dr. Leaa JP!aa 
'1'811.P].e Ie:rul 
17~ Nu4enoa Boal 
Detroit, lllob1pa IJ8203 

DearLeal~ 

I ¥111 be wt »li•••.._ to be 111ritel to qe•tc at tbe la ■bdi•tloa 
Mniee at Tr :,\8 Iuul OIi Prltq e,.S.aa, - 20. I ... r• 11 -
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Rabbi Daniel J. Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle and Silver Park 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Dan: 

December 9, 1965 

We were all so happy to learn that you have accepted our invi
tation to be with us and to deliver the sermon at our Re-dedica
tion Service Friday nigh t, May 20. 

Yes, your memory serves you well. \Then you came to Detroit with 
your High School debating group , our Temple Hi gh School met in a 
public school. I shall be proud to show you our new facilities 
wh en you come here in May . 

With regard to your inquiry as to the leng th of t he address, 
etc., I shall write you these details in a subsequent letter. 

With all good wishes, I am 

Cordially, 

LF:dc RABBI LEON FRAM 

AFFILIATED WITH THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
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Rabbi Daniel J. Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle and Silver Park 
Cleveland 6, Ohio. 

Dear Daniel: 

January 20, 1966 

Although the 25th Anniversary Celebration does not take place 
until May 20, we are beginning to print announcements of lt. 

We would appreciate having some glossy photographs of yourself, 
at least four, if possible, and the most current biograp~ ical 
sketch you may have available . 

With kindest greetings, I am 

c:r~ 

LF:dc RABBI LEON FRAM 

AFFILIATED WITH THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
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C 3, 1966 

Mrs. :be Scbaeria 
20558 --....aaa,11.1 ·-__,,,_, Apt.. 2()() 
SouthnelA, M:l.chigaa 

Dear Mra. Schaer.la: 

I aa 110a tetul to you tor your Id 1Jlvitatio to diner on 
lt"ri , , 20, , ot course, will be at happy to be with 
you. Our previous co tacts have been oa very aa occasiou 
I l.ook :forward. to re rel.axed certai ly ore pleas t 
ataoephere. 

Tbe•k you tor tldllld.ag ot •• 

Siacerely, 

IEL J 
DJs:,.. 

LVER 

to being vi th you. 
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April 8, 1966 

Rabbl Daniel Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle and Silver Park 
Cleveland 6, Ohio. 

Dear Daniel: 

I have just spoken to Charles Feinberg, owner of that great 
Jewish ritual art collection,which you and your wife want 
to see when you come to Detroit. Mr. Feinberg says he knows 
you and he is looking forward to welcoming you. 

Now you must figure out for yourself how to provide the time 
for the visit, which would, of course, be a leisurely visit 
since the collection ls extensive and Mr. Feinberg ls exceed
ingly knowledgeable and charming, and you should give yourself 
time for conversation with him. 

I suppose you have healdfrom former Clevelander Mrs. Schmerln. 
She told me she was inviting you for dinner Friday night. 

If you can arrive Friday morning, then we can have lunch to
gether and visit the Feinbergs right after lunch. You would 
then have a large part of the afternoon for the visit. 

Or, if you arrive early enough, we may visit Feinberg in the 
morning. Still better, you can stay overnight. You canvlsit 
with the Felnbergs anytime Saturday. 

Please let me know what your plans are in this regard, and if 
you would like hotel or motel reservations for Friday night, 
and lf you have any preference in hotel-'. Unless you express 
a preference, we will make reservations for you in a motel 
close to the Temple. 

Under separate cover I am sending you some material with re
gamto our 25th Anniversary Celebration. 

Looking forward to hearing from you, and with all good wishes, 
I am 

LF:dc 
Cordial~ 

:;;z~ / 
AFFILIATED WITH THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGRE TIONS 
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April 19, 1966 

Rabbi Daniel J. Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle and Silver Park 
Cleveland Ohio 44106 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

Rabbi Fram tells me that you will be arriving here by plane 
on Frid~ ■oming, May 20th. I also understand that you 
will be spending some time here with friends in the C ongre
gation. 

While I do not wish to interfere with any plans you might 
wish to make on yom- own, neither do I want to ignore the 
courtesies that our Congregation would expect and wish to 
extend to an honored guest. 

Would you be kind enough .to let me know some of your plans. 
For instance, will someone be meeting you and Mrs. Silver at 
the airport? If no arrangements have been made, I would want 
to know your .flight number, airline you are traveling and 
arrival time. Would you prefer being close to the Temple 
(only mediocre accommodations available) or would you rather 
be a little distance away, but in aoconmodations that we 
would prefer having you occupy'? I would also appreciate 
knowing whether you will be here just overnight Frid.q or 
whether you will be st'1"].Jlg longer so that I can so inform 
the motel accordingly. 

Might I impose upon you or your secretary to send three 
recent glossy photos and two mats of yom-self, plus a 
current biographical sketch for publicity purposes. I 
would like to have this at the earliest convenient time. 

Please let me know if there is anything that any of us can 
do for you to make your visit as pleasant as possible. 

S:B 

C ordially, , 

~rank L. Sim~o~n~s--.._.,...--<...J 

Temple Administrator 

AFFILIATED WITH THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
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Rabbi Daniel J. Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Daniel: 

April 25, 1966 

I promised I would send you some material that would give you an 
idea of the nature of the service at which you are to deliver the 
sermon and the nature of the celebration of which this service. 
ls the climax. 

I am enclosing some material that went to the press
1

and some 
of the materials that were published. 

I want to apologize for their appearance, but I believe they will 
be adequate to glve you the information you need. 

The Friday night service will be a Re-ded cation Service. This 
means that we will go through the ceremonies we observed when we 
dedicated our Sanctuary fifteen years ago. This will include the 
procession which carries the Scrolls from the door to the Ark, and 
other such dedication symbols. 

I look forward to seeing you and Adele Friday, May 20. Please call 
me as soon as you come in. 

Let me take this opportunity of inviting you to lunch. From lunch 
we shall go to Charles Feinberg's house. Even though I am in Detroit 
and Charles is a dear personal friend, I always consider lt a refresh~ 
lng experience to see his constantly growing home exhibit. 

With all good wishes, I am 

LF:dc 

Cordially, 

- ~z 
RABBI LEON FRAM 

AFFILIATED WITH THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
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Rabbi Daniel J. Silver -2-

P.s. If you have a black robe and an atoro, please bring lt along. If 
you have the robe only, we will provide the atoro. If you have no robe, we 
can probably find one in our closet that will flt you. 

A · to your hotel or motel reservation, our admlnkrator, Mr. Frank Simons, 
will be in touch with you. 

It ls not absolutely necessary, but if you wish to give me a title for your 
sermon, I would be glad to receive it as early as possible. 



11r. Prak L. m ... 
T8'11Ple Mid.mat tor 
Temple Ian.el 
l TiiOO PC nd•raon Road 
Detroit 3. Jllchlgaa 

Dear Mr. st.man~ 

I haPJJ7 •• o adv1ae t.bat Rabbi Den1el Jfl'ttlllll Silver will arrlYe 
1a Detroit on Prlclay• May 20, v1 Tag A1r11n• at approx1Nteq 
8:45 a.m. Butera 8'aadard. Tl••• Rabbi ad Mn. Silwer v.lll 
awit yoar eaeort at the Detroit Cit,'. Atrp,.rt QOD their arrlT&l.. 
'Dle Tag Airliw :f'11gltt -.iber 1• 1,000. 

Ba.bbl Pna bu atecle4 a k.1-1 iirntatl to lnneb ud a Y1a1t to 
nw Jlr. aaari. Pe1Jibers'• tlae oollect1011 or Jeviah art. DJnnar 
baa be111 an,mged tor with a tndtat1oa frolD Mn. SehPeria. 

Rabbi ad Mn. SilYV will 4-,.rt from Detro1 t OIi tllgbt ml!lber 701 
ot Tag Airliw wbiah 1a ... at T:00 a.a. flcoli tbe :o.troit Cl:t.7 
Airport 1 Sa:turday, May 21st. 

Yoar Jd.11111 attelrtl.cm to the •••"• or Rabbi 11114 Nn. 811YW 1• 
gi1atqawrec1&tecl. 

lluprJ.te o. 111.hok 
8eeretar, to 111.ltld. lll'YW 

11111 ... 



Rabbi Leon Pram 
Telaple Iara.el 
17'°° Nu4enoll Roal 
Detroit, Mlcb1- Wl2<>3 

D■ar Laaa: 

'fbeeJr JOU tor 7otJZ h•l»ful i.tter o,r the 25th. Mele ad. I 
plaa to UTl•• la Detroit Yia Tag .Airline■ at 9:Je.5 •••• aa 
l'r.lctq, 11117 20th u4 are looJd 11g tm: t,ud to baff.llS 111Mb v1 th 
JOI& ad n■ittag th Pelaberg CPJJeott together. 

I vlll 'br1ag llfl ziobe• wt Uiltort:am■t•lt• do DDt baft 1111 atoro. 

It J011 wat,-, topte ali4 Nllllrk■ could 'be eatitW "!be liq'• u4 
Wb.eretor11 ot tbe ~." 

Siacneq, 

nnTBL SILUll 
D.TS·,.. 
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Harry L. Jones 
Mrs. David B. Keywell 
Nathan King 
Nathan Kolb 
Reuben Levine 
Bernard E. Linden 

MEN'S CLUB 

Harry T. Madison 
Marshall Madison 
Theodore M . Petok 
Mrs. Norman N. Robbins 
Dr. Theodore S. Rosen 
Irving J. Rosenthal 
Howard Savin 
Abel J. Selburn 
Harold S. Tobias 
Robert S. Trepeck 
Leonard H. Trunsky 

PRESIDENT AND PAST PRESIDENTS 
Alan P . Goldstein, President 

Reuben Levine 
Irving A. Levy 
Benjamin Bagdade 
Hyman M. Jackson 
Morton H. Barris 
Morton J. Bechek 

COUPLES CLUB 
PRESIDENT AND PAST PRESIDENTS 

Howard Savin, President 

Milton L. Firestone 
Stanley Millman 
Jack Pechenik 

YOUTH GROUP 
PRESIDENT AND PAST PRESIDENTS 

Steven Trepeck, President 

Daniel M. Hass 
Peter Trepeck 
Lawrence Trepeck 
Joel Brown 

Samuel Rabinowitz 
Sam Maza 
Victor Bloomfield 
Jack Caminker 
Harold S. Tobias 

Abel Selburn 
Donald Schiff 
Marshall Madison 
Leon M. Belin 

Daniel Silver 
Ronald Bennett 
Mark Shook 
Andrew Ellias 
Steven Bennett 



1tbt Rrdrdication ~tr\licr 

TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF 

TEMPLE ISRAEL 

DETROIT 

1941 - 1966 
5701 -5726 

THURSDAY AND FRIDAY EVENINGS, MAY 19 AND 20, 1966 



ORGAN PRELUDE (Bloch) ___________ ------------------------------ BELLA GOLDBERG 

*ESSA ENAI - "I Lift Up Mine Eyes" (Schlessinger) 
CANTOR HAROLD ORBACH and the Choir 

BARCHU - "Praise Ye the Lord" __ _____ _________ CHOIR and CONGREGATION 

THE BLESSING OF THE REDEDICATION CANDLES -
THURSDAY - Mrs. Norman Robbins, President, Temple Israel Sisterhood 
FRIDAY -Mrs. Frank L. Simons, mother of the Bat Mitzvah 

GREETINGS-
THURSDAY - Harry L. Pliskow, President of the Congregation 
FRIDAY - Leslie R. Schmier, Chairman of the 25th Anniversary Committee 

REDEDICATION OVERTURE - for trumpets and organ (Binder) 

THE PROCESSION OF THE SCROLLS 
In the procession are the Officers and Trustees of the congregation, the current 
President and the past Presidents of the Men's Club, the Couples Club and 
Temple Israel Youth. 

Carrying the Scrolls will be the President and the past Presidents of the con
gregation, 

HARRY L. PLISKOW, JACOB A. CITRIN, MORRIS GARVETT, CHARLES L. GOLD
STEIN, NATHANIEL H. GOLDSTICK, HARRY C. LEVINE, LESLIE R. SCHMIER, 
LOUIS H . SCHOSTAK, SOL I. STEIN, GEORGE M. STUTZ, JULIAN S. TOBIAS 

Carrying flowers will be the President and the past Presidents of the Sisterhood, 
MRS. NORMAN ROBBINS, MRS. SAMUEL BLACHER, MRS. ROBERT A. COGGAN, 
MRS. SAMUEL B . DANTO, MRS. ERNEST GOLUMBIA,, MRS. WILLIAM P. GREEN
BERG, MRS. ARTHUR HASS, MRS. DAVID B. KEYWELL, MRS. BAYRE LEVIN, 
MRS. GEORGE M. STUTZ, MRS. GEORGE VICTOR, MRS. IRVING WOLFE 

PITCHU LI - "Open the Gates" _ (Binder) TRUMPETS, CHOIR & ORGAN 
She-ma Yis-ra-el A-do-nai E-lo-he-nu A-do-nai E-chad 
"Hear, 0 Israel, the Lord, Our God, the Lord is One" 

THURSDAY -

The Scroll Benedictions _______ CHARLES L. GOLDSTEIN, the "Lay Rabbi" 
of our weekday services 

The Reading from the Scroll ( Ex XIX 1-6) __________ __ ___ JULIAN S. TOBIAS, 
Past President 

The Translation _______ STEVEN TREPECK, President Temple Israel Youth 

The Prophetic Reading (Micah IV 1-4) __________________________ SOL R. COLTON, 
Chairman 25th Anniversary Development Fund Campaign 

The Return of the Scroll 

HODO - "The Glory of God" (Haas) ___________________________________ THE CHOIR 

ETZ CHA YIM - "Tree of Life" (Binder) _______ ___________ CANTOR & CHOIR 

FRIDAY -

The Bat Mitzvah, Janet Susan Simons, and her father, Frank L. Simons, will 
conduct the Torah Service. 

*This was the opening anthem sung by Cantor Robert S. Tulman and the Choir, conducted 
by Julius Chajes, and accompanied by Karl Haas at the organ, at the very first public service 
of the congregation, the service of the Installation of Rabbi Leon Fram in the Auditorium 
of the Detroit Institute of Arts, September 12, 1941. 



THURSDAY-

SIM SHALOM - "Grant Us Peace" (Janowski) ________ CANTOR & CHOIR 
RESPONSIVE READING 

SILENT PRAYER 
FRIDAY -

KIDDUSH (Lewandowski) 
RESPONSIVE READING 

THE CANTOR 

SILENT PRAYER 

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN - "Ayn Kelohenu" 
THE REDEDICATION PRAYER - She-he-che-ya-nu ________________ _ 

THE CONGREGATION 

Ba-ruch At-ta A-do-nai E-lo-hay-nu Me-lech Ha-o-lam She-he-che-ya-nu 
Ve-ki-ye-ma-nu Ve-hi-gi-a-nu Laz-man Ha-zeh 
"We thank Thee, 0 Lord, our God, ruler of the universe, for keeping us alive, 
sustaining us, and enabling us to arrive at this glorious day." 

THE REDEDICATION WORD 

INTRODUCING THE GUEST RABBI -
THURSDAY _____________ ---------------------------------------- RABBI M. ROBERT SYME 

FRIDAY _ __ _ __ ------------------------------------------------- RABBI LEON FRAM 

THE REDEDICATION SERMON 
THURSDAY _ ____ ___ _____________ _ _ RABBI SOLOMON B. FREEHOF, 

of Temple Rodef Shalom, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

FRIDA v __ __ _ _________ -----..-- __ ,.. __ _ _ RABBI DANIEL JEREMY SILVER, 
of T he Temple, Cleveland, Ohio 

CONCLUSION 
ADORATION, KADDISH, NATIONAL ANTHEM, BENEDICTION 

THE RESPONSIVE READING 
RABBI: To Thee, 0 God, and to Thy Law, 
CONGREGATION: WE DEDICATE THIS HOUSE 

To the Prophets and Seers of Israel , living conscience of the world, 
WE DEDICATE THIS HOUSE 
To American Jewry and to its work of rescue and construction in Israel and 
and for our brethren everywhere, 
WE DEDICATE THIS HOUSE 
To Jewry the world over, united by an heroic history and dreams of a better 
future, 
WE DEDICATE THIS HOUSE 
To America and to Humanity, all nations, all creeds, all races and their 
dreams of equality and peace, 
WE DEDICATE THIS HOUSE 
How lovely are Thy tabernacles, 0 Lord of hosts! 

MY SOUL YEARNETH, YEA, EVEN PINETH FOR THE COURTS OF 
THE LORD; 
My heart and my flesh sing for joy unto the living God. 

HAPPY ARE THEY THAT DWELL IN THY HOUSE, THEY ARE 
EVER PRAISING THEE 
Happy i the man whose strength is in Thee; In whose heart are the highways. 

FOR A DAY IN THY COURTS IS BETTER THAN A THOUSAND 
ELSEWHERE. 
Th Lord God i a un and a shield; the Lord giveth grace and glory; 
0 Lord of Host Happy i the Man that trusteth in Thee. 





This is your invitation to join in the celebration of your 
Temple's Twenty-Fifth Anniversary Year. 
Mark on your calendar all of the fallowing 
fascinating and festive programs. 



Sunday evening, 
Feb. 6 at 8:30 

Wednesday 
evening, 
March 16 at 8:30 

SPECIAL ANNIVERSARY LECTURE 
Dr. Jacob R. Marcus, 

Director of American Jewish Archives, Adolph S. Ochs Professor of Jewish History 
at the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion 

"The Jewish Contribution to American Civilization." 

Admission Free-The general public is invited. 

THE DANIEL HASS MEMORIAL LECTURE 
Max I. Dimont, 

The popular Jewish historian, author of the best selling book 
"Jews, God, and History." 

Admission Free. The general public is invited. 



Sunday evening, 
April 17 at 8:00 OPERA 

"Out of the Desert" 
The Congregation commissioned the famed Jewish composer, 
Julius Chajes, to create an opera, to be given its world premier performance 
at Temple Israel, Detroit, in honor of our 25th Anniversary. The cast will include the 
Kenneth Jewell Chorale, Cantor Harold Orbach, Robert Angus, Annette Chajes, 
Marilyn Cutlow, Cantor Louis Klein, Leo Magil and Raymond Sharp. 
Conductor-Julius Chajes 
Directed by-Evelyn Orbach 
Dance Choreography-Harriet Berg 
Instrumental Accompaniment-Piano, Harp, Flute 

Admission Free to members of the Congregation. 
You will be informed as to how to make reservations. 



Sunday evening, 
May 1 at 8:30 SPECIAL ANNIVERSARY LECTURE 

Dr. Joseph Gutmann, 
Curator of the Art Museum of the Hebrew Union College
Jewish Institute of Religion presents an illustrated Lecture. 

"JEWISH ART THROUGH THE AGES-A SURVEY OF THE JEWISH 
CONTRIBUTION TO BEAUTY" 

Admission Free. The general public is invited. 



Sunday evening, 
May 8 at 8:30 CANTORIAL CONCERT AND ZIMRIAH 

The Cantors Association of Detroit will pay a Tribute in Song • 
to Temple Israel's 25th Anniversary in the form of a special 
choral concert. All the Cantors of the city will unite themselves 
and their choirs into one massive Choir of 200 voices for a 
program of Great Synagogal Music and Jewish Folk Songs. 

NOTE: You will be informed at a later date how to secure 
ticket reservations. 

Before the publication of this Brochure, the first musical event of our 
25th Anniversary, the Sacred Service of Darius Milhaud, 
rendered by Cantor Harold Orbach with the Kenneth Jewell Chorale, was 
presented at the Sabbath Eve Service of Friday night, October 15, 1965. 

-, 



Thursday evening, 
May 19 at 8:30 

Friday evening, 
May 20 at 8:30 

REDEDICATION SERVICES 
Rabbi Solomon B. Freehof 

of Pittsburgh, Pa. will deliver the Re-dedication Sermon 

Rabbi Daniel J. Silver 
of Cleveland, Ohio, will deliver the Re-dedication Sermon 

Services will be conducted by The Rabbis. Music by Cantor Orbach, 
an enlarged choir and instrumentalists. 

Note: Both services will be identical, except for the guest speakers. 
Tickets will be issued to members for either service. 

. ---



Saturday evening, 
May 21 at 6:30 ANNIVERSARY DINNER DANCE 

Grand Ballroom • Sheraton Cadillac Hotel 
Program 

Ceremony of the Burning of Temple Mortgage 
Ceremony of the purchase of site for Future School Building 
Display of designs for Stained Glass Windows 

"SUMMATION OF OUR ACHIEVEMENT" 
by the founding Rabbi, Dr. Leon Fram 

Dining, Dancing, Sociability 
Zan Gilbert Orchestra 

Your contribution to the Development Fund will enable 
us to perform all these cermonies. 

/ 
/ 
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We are rehearalng this weekend - laat night and tonight• the M■orable 

event that took place here just fifteen years ago, when we dedlcat.cl a new Sanctuary 

of lefora Judala■ ln Detrolt. Thla was the flrat ti• In 100 year• that a new 

Teaple of llberal Judaism had been built ln this city. We are rehearstna that 

cer•ony of dedlcatlon tonight a• a way of celebrating an event of 25 yeara ago - th• 
1/ 

l':;;Jof the congregation Itself - the flrat nev Refona Jewlah conaregatlon to be 

organised ln Detroit ln 100 years. 

In the year 1951 when ve were planning the orl1inal Dedlcatlon Cer•ony, 

ve thought lt to be an event of aufflclent national slgnlftcance to call for the 

presence and the •••ages of th• two Rabbis who were regarded as the two leadln1 

Babbls of th• tl .. , so honored not only by Reform Jewry, but by all AINrlcan Jnry. 

Th••• were the 1110at dlatlngulahed achol r of Ref Jewry, Rabbi Solomon B. Freehof 
~ - ~ b~ 

of Pittsburgh, and the greatest pulpit orato of the era and the leader of Zionism 
~ 

In America, labbl Abba Hillel Silver of Cleveland. It va• only natural for ua 

when va began aeveral year• ago to plan this Re-decllcatlon Service, that we thought 

lt would be A appropriate to have th••• two great ..n with us qaln. 

Soaett .. after that thought occurred to ua, labbl Abba Hillel Silver waa 

translated to the acad-.~'on high, and•• are blessed by the MllOry of hls great

ness. Then lt vaa that I b•c- posseaaed of an Idea• hov wonderful lt would be 

if ve could have the 1reat Rabbi'• brilliant young son and hl• aucceaaor In th• 

Clneland pulpit, and a Rabbi vho la growing Into greatness on hls own, grace our 

le-dedication Cer-■onl•• tonlaht. How Ineffably delighted I vaa when he accepted 

the lnvltatlon extended by your Rabbis. 

labbl Daniel Jerer,.y Silver ls a graduate of Hanard Unlveralty, •• well 

a• of the Rebrev Union College. Jewish Inatltute of lell1lon. He received hla 

Doctor of Phlloaophy degree froa th• UnlYerslty of Chicago. He la th• author of a 

creative acholarly vork of flrat-rate algnlflcance on "Th• Malaontdean Controveray." 

He la the editor of "'DI• Journal," publlahed by and for the Central Conference of 



AMrlcan labbla. He la the editor of a book which la one of th• ■oat treaaured 

volU1Nta In my library, namely, "The Jubilee Anthology of Eaaaya ln Honor of 

labbl Abba Hillel Silver." publlahed on the occasion of Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver'• 

70th birthday. He la a leader of Zlonla■ ln Cleveland. Above all, he la the 

honored and beloved Rabbl of one of the oldest and largeat lleform Jewish congre

egatlona ln the 

invite to thla 

pulpit to celebrate our 25th AMlveraary Re-Dedication, Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver. 



THE WHYS AND EREFORES OF A SYNAGOGUE 

RE-DEDICATI N OF TEMPLE ISRAEL 

DETROIT, MICHIGAN 

MAY 20, 1966, 

RABBI DANIEL JEREMY SILVER 

Jacob's deception of his aging father is one ot the classic stories 

in our Scripture. It was the prevailing custom that the elder son re

ceived the birthright. After his father had invested him with a ritual 

blessing the eldest son was entitled to a double portion of the inheritance. 

Isaac was nearly blirxi and failing. He felt death approaching so he 

summoned the elder of his twins, Essau, to him. He was prepared to bless 

Essau and to grant him the birthright. But first he had one last favor. 

Isaac savored his favorite delicacy, a stew or venison neat. Essau was 

asked Essau to go out into the wilderness and to arrow for him a deer 

:Lil ••••~ that he might one last time enjoy the venison stew which he so 

savored. Essau readily set out on his mission. Unbeknownst to Isaac or 

.t;ai-.LC1 Jacob - the younger of the twins. Essau wap rough and ready. Jacob 

was quiet am attentive. Rachel detennined to secure the birthright for · her 

favorite. She prepared for Jacob armlets and shoulder coverings of animal 

hides, rough as the skin of Essau vaa rough, hairy aa the skin of Essau was 

hairy. In her kitchen she spiced and disguised some goat meat as though 

it were venison. Disguised as Essau and bearing the counterfeit delicac:, 

Jacob entered his father's tent determined to receive elder•• birthright. 

The Bible tells us that the aging and nearly blind Isaac had a flickering 

moment of suspicion. (HebNW) p I 

r { 

"The voice is the voice of Jacob but the hands are the hands of Bssau.• 
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But the old man was weak and failing and could not hold on to his sus

picions. He was quickly reassured and it was only a matter of moments 

before he had pronounced over Jacob the irrevocable blessing and in

vested him with the birthright. 

There are phrases in our Bible which have, in the development of 

Jewish thought, a history of their own. Isaac• s twinge ot suspicion 

(Hebrew) ________ {_1_f_t ____ __,.,.~- 1_' _p_ >_J __ t __ a_ • . ) _____ 1 _ c_ . ....,._(_·~1'-~-~ 
r r ~ r 

•the voice is the voice of Jacob but the hands are the hands of Essau.• 

has such a history. It suggested the uniqueness of Jewish life. Jacob 
/'ii 

was not only ~e f!II •hJ patriarch4 but representative of all Israel. 

After all, Jadob had won for posterity it,~.s very name •Israel' when he 

wrestled the long night with the angel and would not be defeated. Jacob 

is Israel and Essau is Edan. Essau came to represent all the dominating 

and ambitious powers who by brut~ force imposed their will upon mankim. 

"The voice is the voice of Jacob and the hands the hands of Essau• was 

taken to mean that Jacob has a way of lite which is distinct - a way of 

gentle persuasion and sweet reason. This is the voice of Jacob and the 

custom 1D Israel. There is a way of life which is high-handed and over

bearing. This is the heav.y-handedness of Essau and the wq of most other 

nations. tb1e escribes Essau as a cunning man, as a huntsman who 

dwelt in the wild places. The Bible describes Jacob as a gentle man who 

dwelt quietly in his tent. "The voice is the voice of Jacob and the hand 

is the hand or Essau" implied that Israel avoided the arrogance and violence 

of other peoples - that Israel was (Hebrew) 

uong the humane and gentle spirited of the earthl 

... 
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The Rabbis were not satisfied simpfy to state the ••••st gl a Ji 

observa~ that Jewish culture had ou~Cllfll the boorishness and vul

gari t7 ot less consecrated peoples. They asked how this had come 

synagogue 11ae the creative agent of our decency and,interestingly 
(_ I I 

they phrased their explanation in a -,pbrase wbicb pi.,1111 idiom 

J '! "As long as the voice of Jacob is To ~ ______ .-,.. _____ f_,.__.L_ I I I 

heard in the synagogue Israel's deeds are not the deeds of Essau." 

Let us examine their explanation. How do these walls and 

these halls af'fect the quality of our life? If we were asked to de

fine Judaism most of us would enumerate doctrines of belief and of 

ethics. We tend to think of religion as a set of pious and ethical 

exhortations. 'Lov~ th7 neighbor as thyself.' 'Thou shalt love 

the Lord thy- God.' 1Bstab'lish justice in the land. 1 pda 

"' ,, 

faith and signal Mae break with the ideals and values of the pagan 

world. But words are f~egfls end dissipate quickly in the open air. 

al I II .. II••• tki • wilrt Ctr liven as we exhort our children we 

know that n one ear and out the other. It ia 

not our homiletics but our home life - what they see and know our 

habits which motivat• them towards moral standards. -IJl!l!lll!-Mlt' futh 

abstract is vague and weak. It is only when faith bee s 

visible and tangible, when i {!' ;/i.othed in flesh and form tha it 

becanes a vigorous force, and it is only here in the synagogue that 

faith is fully clothed and fully visible. 
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'Thou shalt love the Iord thy God.' is a connnendable suggestion. But how 

do we love God and in what does the love of God consist? can I hear men 
' 

speak unabashedly of 
I 

God is everywhere to be sure, 

but He is uniquely here. The student asked - "Where is God?" The master 

answered - 'God is wherever we let him in. Here our souls are open and our 

hearts receptive. Here the love of God is possible and pai,able. 

Wisdom is a desirable virtue but where is wisdom to be found? And in what 

does wisdom consist? 

flicting and contradictory philosophies. Here is the stable of the race. Here ,._ 

is 
~ ((. 

Torah, the grand and elemental wisdom - ~e outline of ~ 

moral life-e the vision of a better life. 
I 

place. 

When all is darkness round about, 

Torah is the beginning of wisdom, the 
\ 

the light of 

outline but not 

and the study -

he era• - -here is the sermon 

r 

There are some who the synagogue only as an architectural monument to be 

pointed out to visitors, or as a spacious hall for the conspicuous marriage of 

\ 
daughters, or as a Sunday scµool room where sur children can learn manners. 

Let us bed.ear on this. We are not re-dedicating tonight steel or stone 



- , -
Judaism does not sprinkle holy water on walls or altars. We re-

o \& ' dedicate not a building but• congregation, not your plant but your 

... - -. f 1atltx sf, •• ,~ 1:<i••·._ .............. Qilll ... 

tural success. In good times our people have raised splendid sanc

tuaries. When the winds of adversity blew cold we huddled in dingy 

rooms. In the final analysis the virtue of a synagogue lies not in 

the splend·or of its halls but in the sincerity of its worship'°' "' 
t, ( t 

Blessed therefore~ a congregation such as yours which dedicates 

itself wholeheartedly to that which is fine and noble in our way 

of lif'e and which rules out the trivial and mundane. Blesse~ .. 

ddli I theretor9; the congregation where God is worshipped whole-

' heartedly and not perfunctorily and where g zl d "· r •• 
t 

un 

is h.eard . in the 

• Of sauh a 

There are some in our generation who find this emphasis on the 

synagogue not to their liking. They have convinced themselves that 

you can be a good Jew without entering these doors ~.p.111
1 

a•••ig 

iw-~lliliiiiliillliiliillQU.il.a...WrlJJ• ••••a ba:sbuig, the rising statistics 

of social disorientation among our people suggest that when we absent 
I 

ourselves our lives are caught up~and quickly coarsened by a greedy, 

self indulgent and calloused society. 

_ The &\1!,bar C P Sgow baa mad@ 111 ., •be 3 1 ... 

' t/ I 

I 



I 

1 ' 
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one haQ.d there is the cheapness and sensuality and 

mass culture 

nev 

the 

and unhappy. 

ve become street 

world they 

world of 

The synagogue is a marvelous and unique institution. ~s 

.and nni QEP 1 I 1 1 ~st MMI ey cidta y. Etymologically synagogue 

is of Greek derivation - it means a coming together, an assemblage or 
1 

a congregation. Shrine - mosque, church, describe buildings, synagogue 

describes a meeting--people. The synagogue is a simple and unadorned 

place without stylized ceremonial and elaborate ritual. Before the 

synagogue there was the Temple, a magnificent awesome place. Lavish 

rites in its magnificent courts. People thronged to see the 

priests resplendent in their vestments officiating at offerings, 

carefully pouring out libations, precisely sacrificing the bullock and 

the holocaust upon the high altar. Children were trained from infancy 

to carry out the precise requirements of the sacrifice. How consider 

the synagogue. The synagogue is a simple room but even this is to over

state its architectural requirement. The synagogue is any place where a 

minyan, ten Jews congregate to praise God and to ponder ,Ni.s teachings. 

The synagogue requires neither priest nor Levite. Any devoted son of Israel 

may come to this pulpit. 

In the ancient Temple every movement of the priest's hand or body 

held significance. The service was designed to please and placate God 

, 



p 

md to assure the land of God's protection. In the synagogue we , 

seek n• to please •or to placate God for we know that God is beyond 

our manipulation. We b 1 1 come not to wheedle something from God 
' '~ 

but to thank Him f,o» ••s blessingl et 3 :Lte and to seek of Him the 

purpose and standards of a useful life/ The Temple was a place of 

petition even as rnMW churches and shrines remain the approved mailing 
\ ,· I JIii box for ~ letters of complaint and request. Tho lesat el the Temple 

(I 
the synagogue 11 1 . in-

, ·• here. 
1 ,. 

Worship is the reading of Torah and the se-eJdPEf mt of its ma tag in 

a sermon. Worship is the reading of the siddur which coltli11,■ end re-

definition. There is remarkably little "give me" in our worship. 

Rather we praise God"for the day and its work and for the night and its 

God is one. H1•e~e remind ourselves of our civic and private obliga

tion "enable Israel to be a messenger of peace unto the peace ot the 

earth.• ltllre "e adore the ever-living God and renew our memories of 

love and of sacrifice which make possible our happiness. J l j 

The synagogue and its worship derive from the theology of the 

prophets. The prophets accepted the Temple as divinely instituted but 

they were never fully satisfied by its pageantry. ''To what purpose is 

the multitude of sacrifices unto me?" They sought to understani what 

God truly required. "Wash you, make you clean, put away the evil of yoar 

doing from before Mine eyes; cease to do evil, learn to do well." In 

J I 
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this simple phrase "learn to do well" you have the blueprint of our 

worship and, incidentally, of the synagogue. Man' s knowledge of good 
• ' -r.J , i 

and evil is not innate. We llUl8 lllll!J...Ul;U~III.IWl!•••!fl'lS when we 

react impulsively. Jew comes to the synagogue to learn to do well -

to hear the word: of God read out ...... o listen to serious-minded men ex-

inspired by the courage of the wise and the good whose steadfastness 
~ o I ·, 
built ..QW.hlitli._....._ ... _..ilU..e_ 

. The synagogue began as a place of infonnal learnin·g. The sacred 

scrolls were read and discussed. When Hebrew ceased to be understood 

the scrolls were read, translated and discussed by sages who wove its 

insights into new understanding. At first the reading was haphazard. 

A scribe chose a portion which f'it the needs of the hour. Later set 

cycles of Biblical readings were prescribed. 

The very informality o~ synagogue practice makes it difficult for 

scholars to date and place the origin of the synagogue. Some historians 

have argued that the synagogue began in Palestine in the 6th or 7th 

century Before the Co11111on Era. Priestly reformers at that time insisted 

that the local shrines must be broken down and that the worship of God 

must be centralized in the J&,yal Temple of Jerusalem. Each city was 

given a fixed responsibility - a week or two during which they must send 

delegates to Jerusalem bearing with them wine and animals for the sacrifice 

and grain for the heave offerings. The custom grew that while t.._....., del

egation wa1.,_...,..... -~e the local communit1'.. came together informally 

""' and had read to ihelll tla a la: ant portions of the Bible in which sacrifices 

were prescribed. Reading about these sacrifices at the same time that 
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I 'r they were being offered the canmuni ty participated ., ···.t-' .. _ _ liL91 
! 

in the worship and presumbly in its benefit. It is argued that com

ing together am reading together the laws ot sacrifice, the synagogue 
, 

came inte. ..... w.u~.. 'Another and more popular theory has it that the 

synagogue began not in Israel but in Babylon andnot in the 7th century 

but in the long grsy years of the Babylonian exile. · ebuchadrezzer 

destroyed the Temple n the year ,86 ·Before --Elie Common a. All sacrifice 

disappeared had not some form of devotion come into being. It is be

lieved that the prophets and sages drew around themselves disciples and 

friends an1 on the Sabbath and on the holy days read out to them portions 

of the Torah anj discussed with them the ideas implicit in scripture. 

When7~he fifth century Jews returned to the Holy Land they brought back 

with them this new form of ~11 loved worship. They rebuilt the Temple 

au.ta they al w placed a synagogue within its wall s //Whichever be the 71 l,.,:, (7 ~ c..; # 
accurate historical explanation of its origin the Rabbis argued that 4.a 

/\ 

the Torah _ o the synagogue. (Hebrew) -...,._.....,._ _ _.,. ______ ,.__.._ 

I l , . If there had been no Torah 
...__. ........................... ______ _..., _________ _ 

~ there would never have been a-. synagogue,. It was the possession of a 

humane, ethically alert literature, a wonderful~ old and wise literature 

which dla1v th• Jew •• hie Bt.i1:a tad encouraged btll to build the synagogue 

An j,Piterete ,J:. in l,et- . 

Judltien1 abhbl's mora1 s:tmpi:l:ft•t• ■v. W. eea aver be 1atisfied with a ,. 
synagope wb1ch latitudes 

ymJDi rnuat, be eda•••• •• it, 1■ • 1,111 ■n111■p66• ,ttals I ali8:ta6s 

l!t\l'W ewTorab n ends M It Mauutta,· The youth 

1 

L 
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The synagogue grew in response to the inner 

logic of our faith which demands that we learn to do well and suggests that we 

wi 11 learn as we humble ourselves before the miracle of creation and 

In Hellenistic 

times the synagogue included a hostel, rooms where itinerant merchants could find 

safety, lodging and the opportunity to worship and be with their own. The Medieval 

synagogue was the town meeting hall. Here the elders met to discuss community 

affairs. ~~ Here monies were raised for the welfare and protection of the Kehillah. 
U +J t t J 

Anyone who felt justice delayed could halt the service, There have never been 

fixed or inflexible rules about a synagogue its program. Judaism recognizes 
' I \ 

no separation between the sacred and secular. 'But~ flexibility has its dangers. 

Like all other peoples Jews are not without vanity. If the synagogue requires 

ten men often when there are twenty there are two synagogues. The Medieval community 

of Seville 111 Pi in numbered less than 400 families and we know it supported 32 

men created congregations which 

reflected their social prejudices or their class pretensions rather than God's 

prescriptions. 
~ It I ..,. 

The flexibility of the synagogue CMab!'!; a constant challenge to~•••liii6• 

In every age there are those who ~~-:a. a pedestrian religion wllich will encourage 
t N t /" 1-' 

them in their sloth and e&»ela Jllm there are always those who do not want 

to hear the prophetic connnand, wbg we 

seek a plac s heaven and all is r1g.1lt 

amused or distracted by 11 ttle thoughts lightly spoken. We find the Rabbis of 

, 

the Talmud warning against a synagogue which has degenerated into a (Hebrew __ f,,__ __ __ 
a social club, a place r mingling and meeting and e. The multiplication 

of extraneous activity C\11'. a 13 r a i!FDI is not a unique 20th century problem but it 
.., 6'1\~ 

is nonetheless a problem. 'llire 4th and 5th century Jews also catered to the ma.as taste 



and fed the stomaches of their people rather than their minds, or saw to it that 
I I~ ,J 

their ~~m~ia.ali.iaiL.'1.11d..~&m-!1111 ... ,..~d on the tense po ical and social problems 

of the day - does not excuse our failings. 

In a synagogue we express and create our religious lif e. " Being flexible• 

synagogue has been able to create new patterns of learning and of worship when 

these were required. The simple Torah reading of early times gave way to 
( (, 

the Midrash and instruction of Rabbinic times. The ¼ta formal service of the 

sephardic world gave way to the cantorial melodies and the folk piety of eastern PnP ,,. 
' /f JY (i I • ,, 

Europe. The 20th century has demanded ,R g @fle. Worship f,hich 14 

can be understood aQd 

T ' which 

e of the day awd 'ail i &l 

' the ..e~et: • ns science of 
.... tJ T11" f) I 7 1 o N today evei~ it is rooted in the established teaching of another day. When our 

grandfathers held a aer.vice ofdedication thy spok of responsibility and renewed 

discipline. We must speak of responsibili t y d renew -ae disciple and institutional " ----- / 
renewal. To our grandf athers ~r Torah meant Bible and Talnrud. To us Torah must 

> ,e. ~ •• i o r- MC I I'\ -"' 
mean Torah and Tal.nru.d and e lJ. "6fl&ii 1 s z rs 2tk1 rail 1• a.• 

To our grandfathers worship meant siddur and mahzor. Our worship begins in the 
tv 

ancient formulas but cries out for a contemporary expression. Ml• ot be satisf ied 
G.11 1 n The American synagogue ~soc dignity at the even with the reforms 

expense of devotion. Sunday education at the expense of adult education. 

' at the expense of its .-in architectur f unction 
~ I 

€WiMl in the contemporary synagogue a•ohi tnsturo gf tl"e social hall has been 
6 f 1 • expanded and the sanctuary contract ed. Tre re always a yout h canteen 

QQQ.CQOitilSOiillal-.]fllllWllr an adequate library. Cla&Ol'08M8 ftG ♦ C "hhe'.Kbd§.fdi§ an& Eild.irs but i'8±oi..r 

an opcu sbeJf of ~ooks. 
~ ---~--~ 0 htly undertaken, ' if, as I have 

, 

argued, s _. fiu the coarseness of 

- .. ..,;:::.!!~,~progr and of those 

children. I congratulate covenant to the 
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Babb1 Lean Pna 
'fll ple Iarul 
17ltoo M ncJVIIOII Baa4 
Detroit 3, lflcdd.pa 

D11r Lean: 

It,_. a Jc9 a4 Jtd,vilage to be vlth JIN GIi tlle oo•■1Gll of 'me 
'rellple'a 25tll flM:!ftZ ■&J7 •1-llrattaa. It w a tlarll11118 ~ 
u4 bot.a Mela ul I van t.11p+a t.o be a part~ tt. 

N;r expe111a tor tlae Tlait totala4 -.., I,_. l'leh~ NIIUd8I 'b.r 
t.be Yiait. Hope to ... 10II at 1ibe CINllf'•NI-, I r1 11•1 

JlAIIIL SURD 
D1BlllJPI 



• Herbert s. Sobat th 
13800 '?erraae lloa4 
ci.v lalll!, <ld.o ,_,.112 

Aa I tol4 ,au brietJi' 8aP4ay axrn:!1tg, w c114 -..rt:. the Sllnrr■ 
c1miJ1s oar :,Jssssn Yldt t.o Detzolt. I .. Ntund.llg 70tJr 
Iifoto wiah J011 ., Jd_,~ lat • vbiah wa t uaefQL 

JUDI, JBRlla sn; 
ms, ... 
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Rabbi Daniel J. Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio, 44106 

Dear Daniel: 

June 10, 1966 

It was so good to receive your enthusiastic letter about our 
Anniversary celebration. 

The congregation was deeply moved by your sermon, and they were 
greatly charmed by the presence of Adele. 

I note your statement that the expenses for the visit totaled 
$45. It· would surely come to more i f you counted Adele's 
travel costs. It was so meaningful for us that you both came 
that we want to cover all the expenses of the trip. I am there
fore enclosing a check which ls still modest but will cover the 
expenses f6r both of you. 

This was the first time that I heard you from the pulpit, and I 
delighted in the knowledge that the Silver name continues as a 
symbol for an eloquence which ls based on scholarship. 

I am so glad that I helped Adele realize her wish to see the 
Feinberg Collection. 

I wonder if, when you turned toward the open Ark, you noted ne 
remarkable Torah decoration we had recently purchased. It was a 
Torah breastplate, shaped like a Torah crown. I purchased it 
from the Zargayski Collection at the Park-Bernet auction a couple 
of years ago. 

With all good wishes to Adele and you, and with greetings to 
mother, I am 

LF:dc 
encl. 

Cordially, 
..... ~ 

~ ) ... 
DR. LEON FRAM 

AFFILIATED WITH THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
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~, pJa Inactl 
lTIIOO Hr•••-- Bau 
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D1ar Leca: 

I • wt pateftal to iaa ror ,au elr■ek ror ov •iff•••• It 
wu wt. P11•nm ot Jal• Ve -.,C,,.,. oar Yldt w1t11 JG11 ud I 
look tol'llaft to •• ,s .. 10II 1a Tcmato. 

Vital all SoOI VS.Ml.a, I Ir •ta, 

DAIDL Jld91r llDD 
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