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838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y.10021 (212) 249-0100 

YOUTH DIVISION 
International Education Department 

Rabbi Daniel Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan, 

January 26, 1977 

It was good speaking with you this evening. I am very 
grateful for your interest and positive response. 

Enclosed is a brochure which describes the kibbutz and 
some of its g~als. It is the UAHC's obligation to 
provide the major portion of the capital funds for the 
educational center which will be located in the kibbutz. 
The reform Jewish communities in England, olland, and 
South Africa are in the process of raising funds for 
this project. I believe the total outside the U.S. will 
not be more than $100,000. Our goal is one-and-a-quarter 
million dollars. The sisterhoods have promised to make a 
committment of $250,000. 

I have contacted about 45 collegues in the United States 
and Canada with a positive response from at least three
quarters of the rabbis. We are requesting the rabbis to 
arrange for Allan Levine to meet with five or ten 
prospects from the congregation, individuals who can gdve 
a minimum of $1000 and hopefully five figures. 

You indicated that you would try to determine who is 
presently in Cleveland. Also, if there are members of 
your temple who might be interested but who are away from 
Cleveland until Spring, I will be pleased to come to . 
Cleveland to meet with them at their and your convenience. 

The kibbutz exists, the first garinim are on the land, and 
the Reform Movement is aware that it is finally becoming a 
"movement." Perhaps some members of your congregation will 
play an active role in the continuing expansion of this 
effort. 

With warm personal regards, I am, 

SASanbs 
Enc. 

Cordially yours, 

~hen Schafer 

. .. . 
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Rabbi 

Falrrnaun1: Temple ARTHUR J. LELYVELD 

23737 FAIRMOUNT BLVD. CLEVELAND, OHIO 44122 464-1330 Associate Rabbi 
FREDERICK A. EISENBERG 
Executive Secretary 
ALBERT J. KOOSED 
Educational Director 
ALAN D. BENNETT 

January 27 1 1977 

Dear Colleague: 

Rabbi Allan Levine, our UAHC Youth Director in Israel, will 
be here from Jerusalem on February 16th seeking to raise some 
money for our exciting new Reform kibbutz in the Aravah -
Kibbutz Yahel. He would like to arrange a meeting with some 
potential givers of $500 to $1000. 

I'd be grateful if you would reveal such "angels" to me without 
fear that I will divulge the source. Won't you please call me, or 
my secretary, 11rs. Resnick, at 464-1330, and give me the names 
and addresses for those members of your congregation who occui: to you 
as fitting into this category. 

Warm greetings, 

.J1/'3''?'c-J~uA_ 

Rabbi Arthur J. Lelyveld 

p 
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Mr. Thomas Mann 
80 011ail ~iollow Drive 
Cnag rln Falla, Obio 44022 

Dear rom: 

February 3, 1977 

You may have read that the liberal Jewish community has helped 
to establish a kibbutz or young Israeli• devoted to tbe llberal re
ligious perspective. Thia new kibbutz is called Yahel whlch mean• 
God's light. It is situated on 900 acres in the Netev in an area 
about 40 miles north of Eilat. 

Such projects, of course, require financial support. At thla stage 
the World Union for Progressive Judaism ia olicltlng support 
from individuals who might be willing to donate between five 
hundred and a thousand dollars. &abbl Al n Levine, the Youth 
Director in Israel for the Unlon of American Hebrew Congrega
tions, will be here on Wednesday evening, February 16, and will 
speak to the membera of the several reform congregation• of 
Cleveland about Yahel at an 8 P. M. meeting that night ln Apart
ment 1203, l Bratenahl Place. I do not know precisely how the 
evening has been o rganlzed, but I am confident that everyone will 
be informed and no one will be embarrassed. 

1 believe thla kibbutz to be a significant accomplishment. It• 
members and graduate• will provide a cadre of highly motivated 
and highly trained Israelis wno have explored the po••lbllltle• of 
a liberal Jewiab atance and have tome to appreciate lt. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 
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Mr. Jame• Reich 
2619 Coartland Oval 
Cleveland, Obio 44118 

Dear Jlm: 

February 3, 1977 

Yoa may have read that the llberal Jewlah commanlty baa helped 
to eatabll•h a klbbat• of yoana Iaraell• devoted to the liberal re
llgloa• perapectlve. Thl• new kibbutz l• called Yabel which mean• 
Cod'• llght. It la ■ltaated on 900 acre• ln the Negev in an area 
about 40 mile• north of Ellat. 

Sacb project•, of coarae, require financial ■apport. At thl• ataae 
the World Union for Pro1re••lve Jadai•m la aollcltlna aapport 
from lndlvldu.al• who ml1ht be wllllng to donate between five 
hundred and a thoa■and dollar•. Rabbi Alan Levine, the Youth 
Dlrector ln l■ rael for the Union of American Hebrew Con1re1a
tlona, wlll be here on Wedne•day evenlna, Febniary 16, and will 
■peak to the member• of the ■everal reform coqreaatlon• of 
Cleveland about Yahel at an 8 P. M. meetlna that niaht ln Apart
ment 1203, 1 Bratenahl Place. I do not know precl■ely bow the 
evenlna ha• been or1anlaed, bat I am confident that everyone wlll 
be informed and no one wlll be embarra■■ed. 

I believe tbl■ klbbats to be a ■ lanlflcant accompll■bment .:i . It■ 

member■ and aradaate■ wlll provide a cadre of blably motl•ated 
and bl1bly tralned Iara ll■ wbo have explored tbe po■■lbllltle• of 
a liberal Jewl■b atance aacl bave come to appreclate lt. 

Slacerely, 

Da 1 l Jeremy Sllv r 

DJS:mp 

cc:Sam Qlvelber, Henry Ooodmaa, Sbelcloa Gar••• J'llll• avlts, 
Tom Maaua, Nel•o Stern. Dr. Lawreac• Wblte, Mas 1 ... r, 
Claarle• YU■, Hany Honlts, reel Ci lber 



Mr. Sam Glvelber 
19601 Van Aken Blvd. 
Cleveland, Oblo 44122 

Dear Sam: 

Febraary 3, 1977 

Yoa may have read tbat the liberal Jewlab commanlty baa helped 
to e•tabll•b a klbbatz of yoana Iaraell• devoted to the liberal re
ll1loa• perapectlve. Thl• new klbbata la called Yahel wblcb mean• 
Ood'• Ilaht. It i■ ■ltaated on 900 acre• ln the Negev lo an area 
about 40 mlle• north of Ellat. 

Sacb project•, of coar•e, reqalre ftnanclal •apport. At tbl• •tage 
tbe World Unlon for Pro1re••lve Jaadl•m l• aollcltlna •apport 
from lndlvldaal■ who mi1ht be willing to donate between five 
haadred and a thoa•and dollar•. llabbl Alan LeYlne, the Youth 
Director ln l•rael for the Union of American Hebrew Conare1a
tlon■, wlll be here on Wedne•day evenln1, February 16, and wlll 
•peak to tbe member• of tbe aeveral reform con1re1ation• of 
Cleveland about Yabel at an 8 P. M. meetlq tbat al1bt la Apart
ment 1203, 1 Bratenahl Place. I do not know precl•ely how the 
evenln1 ha• been oqanised, bat I am confident that e•eryone wlll 
be informed and no one wlll be embarra•aed. 

I believe tbl• klbbats to be a •lanlflcant accompll•hment. It• 
member• and aradaate• will provide a cadre of bi1hly motl•ated 
and hi1bly tralned l• raell• wbo have explored tbe po■■ lbllltle• of 
a liberal Jewlab ■tance and bave come to appreciate lt!t 

Sincerely, 

Danlel Jeremy Sll••r 

DJS:mp 



Mr. Henry Goodman 
2952 Glengary Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohlo 44120 

Dear Henry: 

February 3, 1977 

Yoa may -ave read tbat the liberal Jewlab commanlty baa helped 
to establi1h a klbbatz of yoQng l1raell1 devoted to the llberal re
llaloa• perapectlve. Tbla new klbbatz la called Yabel wblcb mean, 
God'• light. It la altaated on 900 acre• ln the Ne1ev ln an area 
aboat 40 mlle• north of Ellat. 

Sacb project•, of coarae, reqalre flnanclal aapport. At tbl• ata1e 
. the World Unlon for Pro1re11lve Jaadlam la aollclting aapport 
from lndlvidaal• wbo ml1ht be wllllng to donate between flve 
handred and a thoaaand dollar•. Rabbl Alan Levine, the Yoatb 
Director ln l•rael for the Unlon of American Hebrew Congrega
tlona, wlll be bere on W edneaday evenlng, Febraar J 16, and wlll 
•peak to the member• of the aeveral reform congre1atlon• of 
Cleveland aboat Yahel at an 8 P. M. meetlq that night ln Apart
ment 1203, l Bratenahl Place. I do not know preclaely how tbe 
evening ba1 been oqanlzed, bat I am confident that everyone will 
be informed and no one wlll be embarra••ed. 

I bell••• tbla kibbata to be a •lanlflcant accompllahment. It• 
member• and 1radaate• wlll provide a cadre of hl1bly motivated 
and hl1hly trained Iaraell• who have explored the po••lbllltle• of 
a liberal Jewl•h atance and have come to appreclate lt. 

Sincerely, 

Daalel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



Mr. Sheldon Garen 
32810 Creekalde Dr. 
Cleveland, Ohio 44124 

Dear Shelley: 

February 3, 1977 

You may bave read that the liberal Jewl■b commanlty baa helped 
to eatabli•h a kibbutz of young I■ raella devoted to the llberal re
ligi~• perspective. Thi• new klbbutz le called Yabel which mean• 
God'• light. It le eltaated on 900 acre• ln the Negev in an area 
about 40 mile• north of Ellat. 

Sacb project■, of coarae, require flnanclal aapport. At thla atage 
the World Unlon for Progreaalve Jaadlem la aollcltlng aapport 
from lndlvldaal■ who mlgbt be wllllng to donate between five 
handred and a thoaaand dollar■• B.abbl Alan Levine, the Yoath 
Director in Iarael for the Unlon of American Hebrew Congrega
tlona, wlll be bere on Wedneaday evening, February 16, and wlll 
■peak to the member■ of the aeveral reform congre1atlon• of 
Cleveland about Yabel at an 8 P. M. meetlng that nl1ht ln Apart
ment 1203, 1 Bratenahl Place. l do not know precl■ely bow the 
evenln1 baa been organlsed, bat I am confldent that everyone wlll 
be informed and no one wlll be embarraaaed. 

I believe thl• kibbats to be a •laniC I C ompliahment. It• 
member• and 1rad11ate• wlll provide a cadre of hl1hly motivated 
and biahly trained laraell• who have explored the poaalbllltle• of 
a liberal Jewlah atance and have come to appreciate lt. 

Sincerely, 

Danlel Jeremy Sllver 

DJS:mp 



Mr. Jalle Kravlta 
20100 Falrmoant Blvd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 44118 

Dear Jalle: 

Febraary 3, 1977 

Yoa may have read that the liberal Jewlab comm1111ity ha• helped 
to eatabliah a klbbatz of young I• raell• devoted to the liberal re
ll1loa• perapectlve. Thl1 new klbbata l• called Yahel wblcb mean• 
God'• light. It le aitaated on 900 acre• in tbe Neaev in an area 
about 40 mllee north of Ellat. 

Sach project•, of coar••• reqalre flnanclal •apport. At tbi• atage 
the World Union for Pro1rea•lve Ja~al•m la aollcltlng aapport 
from lndivldaal• wbo mlght be willing to donate between five 
handred and a thoaaand dollar•. Rabbi Alan LeV'lne, the Yoatb 
Director ln Iarael for the Unlon of American Hebrew Conarega
tlon•, wlll be here on Wedneaday evening, February 16, and wlll 
•peak to the member• of the aeveral reform congreaatlon• of 
CleV'eland aboat Yahel at an 8 P. M. meeting that nlgbt ln Apart
ment 1203, 1 Bratenahl Place. I do not know preclaely how the 
evenln1 ha• been organised, bat I am confident that everyone will 
be informed and no one wlll be embarraaaed. 

I belleve tbi• klbbat• to be a •lplficant accompllabment. It• 
member• and aradaate• wlll provide a cadre of blghly motivated 
and hl1hly trained l•raell• who bave explored the poeelbllltle• of 
a liberal Jewleb etance and have come to appreciate lt. 

Sincerely, 

Danlel Jeremy Sliver 

DJS:mp 



Febraa ry 3, 1977 

Mr. Nelaon Stern 
2202 Acacla Park Dr. 
Cleveland, Ohlo 44124 

Dear Nel■on: 

Yoa may have read that the liberal Jewl■b commanity baa helped 
to eatabllab a kibbutz of yoang leraelia devoted to the llberal re
llglou• perepectlve. Thi• new klbbat• l• called Yahel wblch mean• 
Ciod·•• llgbt. It la ■ltaated on 900 acre• in the Ne1•• lo. an area 
aboat 40 mlle• north of Ellat. 

Sach project•, of courae, reqalre flnanclal •apport. At thla atage 
the World Union for Progre••l•e Jadal•m la ■ollcltlng aapport 
from lndlvldaal• who mi1bt be wi.lllng to donate between five 
bandred and a tboaaand dollar•. Rabbi Alan Levine, the Yoatb 
Dlrector ln larael for the U)lon of American Hebrew Congrega
tlona, wlll be here on Wedne•day evening, February 16, and will 
•peak to the member• of the aeveral reform con1~•1atlona of 
Cleveland aboat Tabel at an 8 P. M. meeti111 that nl1bt ln Apart
ment 1203, 1 Bratenahl Place. I do not know preclaely bow the 
evenln1 baa been oraanlsed, bat I am confident that everyone wlll 
be informed and no one will be embarraaaed. 

I belleve thla klbbat& to be a aigniflcant accompliabment. lt• 
member• and 1radaate• wlll provide a cadre of hl1hly motivated 
and hl1hly trained l•raell• who have explored the poaalbllltle• of 
a llberal Jewl•b atance and have come to appreciate lt. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



Dr. Lawrence ,vhite 
18513 Parkland Dr. 
Cleveland, Ohio 44122 

Dear Larry: 

February 3, 1977 

Yo11 may have read tbat the liberal Jewiah community baa helped 
to eatabllah a kibbutz of yoang Iaraelia devoted to the liberal re
li1i011• perapective. Thia new kibbutz ie called Yabel which mean• 
God'• light. It ia aitaated on 900 acre• in the Negev in an area 
about 40 miles north of Eilat. 

Such projects, of coarae, r~11ire financial aapport. At thl• atage 
the World Union for Progre■alve J'odalam is eollclting aapport 
from lndividaala who might be willing to donate between five 
handred and a tbouaand dollar•. Rabbi Alan Levine, the Youth 
Director in Iarael for the Union of American Hebrew Congrega
tlona, will be here on Wedne•day evening, February 16, and will 
•peak to the member• of the eeveral reform congregation■ of 
Cleveland about Yabel at an 8 P. M. meetlna that night in Apart
ment 1203, 1 Bratenahl Place. I do not know preclaely bow the 
evening ha• been organized, but I am confident that everyone will 
be informed and no one will be embarraa■ed. 

I belleve tbl ■ kibbutz to be a a lgnlficant accompllabment. It■ 

member• and graduate■ wlll provide a cadre of blgbly motivated 
and hlgbly trained laraell• who have explored the po■■lbllltle■ of 
a liberal Jewl•h atance and have come to appreciate lt. 

Sincerely, 

Danlel J'ererny Silver 

DJS:mp 



Mr. Max J. El■ner 

2932 Broxton B.oad 
Cleveland, Oblo 44120 

Dear Bad: 

Febraa ry 3, 1977 

You may have read that the liberal Jewi■b commanity baa helped 
to eatablleh a klbb11tz of young Ieraelie devoted to the llberal re
llglou ■ per■ pectlve. Thl• new kibbutz i• called Yahel which mean• 
God'• light. It l■ ■ itaated on 900 acre• ln the Negev in an area 
aboat 40 mllea north of Ellat. 

Such project•, of coaree, reqaire financial eapport. At thie ■tage 
the World Union for Progreaalve Judalam le ■ollclting aapport 
Crom i.ndlvidaal• who might be willing to donate between five 
handred and a thoaaand dollar■. Rabbl ~lan Levine, the Youth 
Director ln Iarael for tbe Unlon of American Hebrew Congrega
tion•, will be bere on Wedneaday evening, Febraary 16, and will 
■peak to the member■ of the aeveral reform congregation• of 
Cleveland aboat Yahel at an 8 P. M. meeting that nlgbt ln Apart
ment 1203, 1 Bratenahl Place. I do not know preclaely how the 
evening ha■ been organized, bat I am confident that eYerytne will 
be lnformad and no one will be embarraa■ed. 

1 believe thi• kibbat& to be a ei1nlficant accompllehment. lt• 
member• and graduate■ will provide a cadre of highly motivated 
and hl1hly trained le raell• who have explored the po••lbllltle• of 
a llberal Jewlab 1tance and have come to appreclate lt. 

Sincerely, 

Danlel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



Mr. Charle• Evan■ 
17401 Shaker Blvd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 44120 

Dear Chuck: 

February 3, 1977 

Yoa may have read that the liberal Jewl•b community ha• helped 
to e■tabll•h a klbbuts of yoang laraeli• devoted to the liberal re
llgloa• perapectlve. Thl• new klbb11tz ia called Yahel wbich mean• 
God'• light. It la altaated on 900 acre■ in the Ne1ev ln an area 
about 40 mile• north of Eilat. 

Such project•, of coar•e, reqaire financial a11pport. At thla atage 
~·· tbe World Union for Pro1re■■lve J11dai■m i:• aoliciting ■11pport 

from lndlvldaal• who miaht be willing to do ate between five 
handred and a tho11aand dollar■• Rabbi Alan Levine, the Yoath 
Dlrector in Iarael for tbe Union of American Hebrew Congrega
tion■, wlll be here on W edneaday evening, February 16, and will 
•peak to the member• of tbe aeveral reform congregation■ of 
Cleveland aboat Yahel at an 8 P. M. meeting that night in Apart
ment 1203, 1 Bratenahl Place. I do not know preciaely how the 
e•enln1 ha• been organised, bat I am confident tbat everyone will 
be lnfonned a11d no one will be embarraaaed. 

I believe thl• klbbats to be a aignificant accompliabment. It• 
member• and 1radaate• wlll provlde a cadre of blgbly motivated 
and hlably tralned Iaraeli• who have explored the poaalbllltle• of 
a llberal Jewlah atance and bave come to appreclate lt. 

Sincerely, 

Daalel Jeremy Sllver 

DJS:mp 



Mr. Fred Oevelber 
24925 Hilltop Dr. 
Cleveland, Obio 44122 

Dear Fred: 

February 3, 1977 

Toa may have read tbat the liberal Jewleb communlty baa helped 
to ••tabll•b a klbbatz of young laraell• devoted to tbe liberal re
llalou• perapectl••· Tbl• new klbbu• l ■ called Yahel whlcb means 
Cod'• llgbt. It la ■ltuated on 900 acre■ ln the Negev ln an area 
about 40 mlle• north or Ellat. 

Sacb project•, of courae, require flnanclal •upport. At tbl■ stage 
the World Unlon for Progree■lve Judalam ls ■ollcltlng eupport 
from indivldol■ who mlght be wllllng to donate between five 
baadred and a thousand dollare. Rabbi Alan Levine, the Youth 
Director la larael for tbe Union of American nebrew Congrega
tion■, will be bere on Wedne■day evening, Febraary 16, and will 
■peak,to the members of the ■everal reform congregation• of 
Cleveland aboat Yabel at an 8 P. M. meeting that night ln Apart
ment 1203, l Brateaabl Place. I do not know preciaely bow the 
evening ba• been organized, bat I am confident that everyone will 
be informed and no one will be embarraa■ed. 

1 believe tbi• kibbutz to be a algnlficant accompllahment. It• 
member• and araduate• wlll provide a cadre of highly motlvated 
and hl1bly tralned I•raell• who bave explored the poaalbllltle• of 
a liberal Jewlab ataace and have come to appreciate lt. 

Sincerely, 

Danlel Jeremy Silver 

DJS:mp 



Mr. Harry R. Horvlts 
16860 Shaker Blvd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 44120 

Dear Harry: 

February 3, 1977 

Yoa may bave read that the liberal Jewiah communlty baa helped to e■tabllab a klbbatz of young Iaraella devoted to the liberal re
ligion• perapectlYe. Tbla new klbbatz l• called Yabel which mean■ God'• llgbt. It l• altaated on 900 acre• in the Negev ln an area aboat 40 mllee north of Ellat. 

Such project•, · or co11r■e, reqalre financi 1 •upport. At thla stage the World Union for Progre■■lve J'adalam la aollcitlna support 
from lndlvldaala who mlght be wllllna to donate between five 
hundred and a thou■and dollar•. Rabbi Alan Levlne, the Youth 
Director ln larael for the Unlon of Ameldcan Hebrew Con1rega
tlona, wlll be here on Wednesday evening, February 16, and will 
•peak to tbe member• of the •e•eral reform congregation• of 
Cleveland aboat Yahel at an 8 P. M. meeting that nlaht ln Apart
ment 1203, 1 Bratenahl Place. I do not know preclaely bow the 
evening baa been organized, bat I am confident that everyone wlll be lafonned and no one wlll be embarraa■ed. 

I believe tbl • kibbutz to be a •lgnlficant accompllabment. It1 
member• and graduate• wlll provlde a cadre of blgbly motivated 
and highly tralned Iaraell1 who have explored the poaalbllltle• of a liberal J'ewlab •tance and baYe come to appreciate it. 

Slncerely, 

Danlel .Jeremy Sliver 

DJ'S:mp 
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Rabbi Arthur Lelyveld 
Fairmount Temple 
23737 Falrmoant Blvd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 44122 

Dear Arthur: 

February 4, 1977 

The following have been lnvlted to the meetlng wltb Alan 
Levlne on Wedneaday, February 16: Sam Cilvelber, Henry 
Goodman, Sbeldon Garen, Julie Kra•lta, Tom Mann, Nel■on 

Stern, Dr. Lawrence White, Max Elaner, Charle• Evana, 
Harry fforvltz and Fred Gevelber. 

I am not ■ure 1 am going to be able to make lt my■elf. 

Unfortunately, tbe date conflict• with an evening on to 
whlch we puabed a number of Temple meetlnga. 

DJS:mp 
Encl. 

Sincerely, 

Danlel Jeremy Silver 
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Reform (Progressive) Judaism Educational 
Center At Yahel 

A unique and integral dimension of Kibbutz Yahel 
will be the Educational Center of Jewish study and 
learning. Young people and adults the world over will 
be invited to attend a variety of work-study programs 
to be offered throughout the year. 

The Educational Center will consist of the following 
religious, educational, recreational, and service 
faci Ii ties: 

e The Synagogue 
e The Cultural Center, including: 

O Lecture rooms 
0 Library 
0 Music Room 
0 Lounge 
0 Audio Visual Center 

e Dormitories 
e Dining Hall 
e Medical-Dental Center 
e Sports Center, including: 

0 Swimming Pool 
O Basketball & Tennis Courts 
0 Soccer Field 

e Arts & Crafts Workshops 
• Metal & Woodwork Shops 
e Maintenance & Service Shops 
e Laundry 

• All the above facilities and the equipment to be used 
therein are to be provided by individual donors 
whose imagination is stirred by the vision of creating 
a new value-oriented community and who want to 
share· in a new adventure of the Jewish spirit. 

For further information contact one of the following: 

In America: 

Elsewhere: 

Director, Youth Division, UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 
USA 

Kibbutz Yahel 
World Union for Progressive Judaism 
13 King David Street 
Jerusalem, Israel 

KIBBUTZ 
YAHEL 



THE NAME: ~~-~'--'=-----~-~-
Yahel ( ~iP ) means: "will shine'', "will illuminate", 
"God's light", or "to pitch tents". 

THE SITE: 
Kibbutz Yahe/ is situated at the outlet of Wadi 
Yaalon, on the Arava Road, 65 km (40 miles) north 
of Eilat. The settlement is an integral part of a 
group of regional settlements already in existence: 
Ktora, Grofit, Yotvata, and Samar. Located west 
of the main road, the kibbutz is separated from 
its fields which lie on the east side of the main 
road, about one to two kilometers from the actual 
settlement. The total area is approximately 3,500 
dunams (about 900 acres) of which some 3,000 
dunams are to be cultivated. 

THE PURPOSE: 
To found a permanent community integrating Jewish 
values and social idealism, and rooted in the distinc
tive pattern of Progressive Judaism, as determined 
through study of Jewish tradition and the expressed 
needs of the kibbutz members. 

THE MEMBERS.: 
Young Israelis, drawn from the youth groups of the 
Israel Movement for Progressive Judaism, as well as 
those who joined the group from outside the move
ment. Approximately fifty of these young people 
are in the "Nahal" (combined agricultural and mili
tary training). Their garin (group) is called Telem•Nir. 
Another group, Garin Regev, is presently entering 
army service, and a further group is being formed by 
high school seniors who will enter army service in 
late 1977. Plans call for the recruitment of an addi• 
tional garin of the Israel Movement each year. 

Young North Americans - In October 1975 Garin 
Arava for the Reform Kibbutz was founded by 
graduates of the National Federation of Temple 
Youth (Union of American Hebrew Congregations) 
and others seeking an alternative form of Jewish 
Communal commitment in Israel. Some members of 
Garin Arava have already come on aliyah, and the 
others plan to arrive within the next two years. All 
members have already been to Israel and have had 
some kibbutz experience. Upon making aliyah their 
training will consist of an intensive ulpan (3-4 
months), a period on kibbutz Kfar Hamaccabi, the 
foster kibbutz of Yahel, ahd a period of time on 
Kibbutz Yotvata, an established neighboring kibbutz 
in the Arava. 

The World Union for Progressive Judaism is pro
moting recruitment for Yahel in Europe, South 
Africa, Australia, Latin America, and elsewhere. 



Eventually Kibbutz Yahel will have a population of 
40Q-500 individuals, half of whom will be adult 
members. 

ECONOMY: '---~~-------------~~-~--~, 
The major products of Yahel are agricultural and in
clude winter vegetables grown for export, melons 
(cantaloupes), onions, tomatoes, peppers, peaches, 
grapes, and dates. Poultry (turkeys) will also be 
raised. 

In addition, the kibbutz is now searching for in
dustrial projects to provide a viable economic base 
and to engage the members during the summer 
months when agricultural work is at a minimum. 

Geographic and Climatic Conditions: 
The kibbutz is situated approximately 200 meters 
above sea· level, with ordinary summer temperatures 
ranging between 28 and 40 degrees Centigrade. On 
an average, there are: thirteen days of rain in the 
winter. The humidity is relatively low averaging under 
some 20% in the summer and 30% in the winter. A 
constant north-easterly wind can reach up to 50-60 
km per hour. 

Electricity and Water: 
In its initial stage, the electricity ·i1s provided by a 
generator and will later be connected to the national 
electricity grid. This will demand the placement of 
a hfgh-voltage hne, for a distance of some 12 kilo
meters. Water is provided by a local well supplying 
150 cubic feet of water per hour, which is sufficient 
for the first stage of development. 

ISRAEL'S LEADERS ON YAHE 

Yitzchak Rabin, Prime Minister, State of Israel 

Above all, your conference marks the establishment 
of the first kibbutz of your movement in lsrael
Kibbuu Yahel. 

The scenery of the .Aravah has not changed much 
since I was a boy. It is still classic pioneer territory. 

As a youngster I studied farming in an agricultural 
school in the Galilee. I became very interested in 
water. In fact, I even decided to become a water 
engineer. I saw the future development of the 
country dependent upon water and upon the pioneers 
who would use it. 

My personal ambitions were overtaken by events that 
changed the course of my plans. Instead of farming 
and water engineering, conditions compelled me to 
spend much of my life as a soldier 



However, I have never forgotten those early years. As 
Prime Minister, I still enjoy most visiting the far-away 
places-the new settlements-where modern pioneers 
are creating- ,, ,Nt.l vi, -something out of 
nothing .. It is there, most of all, that I hear the power
ful heartbeat of the authentic Israel. The pioneers of 
Yahel have added strength to that magnificent pulse 
of our nation .. 

You and all Israel can be proud of these new desert 
pioneers. They are, as the name ''Yahel" implies, a 
''shining" example to Jewish youth everywhe·re. 
Modern Yahe/ is a significant living interpretation of 
Job's ancient words .: 

1w,n ,~N ,,,N~ ,~N, ,~y 1,J ,~,n~ 
"When the candle shined upon my head, and when, 
by His l'ight, I walked through darkness." 

Yes, indeed, this new kibbutz in the Aravah is like a 
candle of the spirit m an area still to be redeemed 
from its desert empti1ness. 

Where Nel1son Glueck once uncovered our ancient 
roots, the pioneer youth of the movement he loved 
are building their homes. The desert paths discovered 
by that outstanding scholar .and leader all seem to 
point tonight to Yahel 'in the Aravah .. 

Which is why, tonight, I pay tribute to your whole 
movement for the 'Vision and dedicadon that gave 
birth to the idea of YaheL I consider it a crowni,ng 
achievement. It is as if its young pioneers were the 
living consumation of the song of Hatikvah first 
introduced into that book of hymns 46 years ago. 

With the establishment of this kibbutz, the pluralistic 
and spiritual life of Israel is enriched. It marks a 
new and perhaps historic threshold of Reform 
Judaism's invoilvement in the actual life of the J'ewish 
state. 

What that life shall actually be, shall, in the end, be 
shaped by those who live here. Aliya is the key to so 
very much. I pray that the many programs you have 
initiated will, indeed, lead to an ever expanding flow 
of olim from your movement. I hope, too, that Yahel 
wil'I be,come a beacon of light for Reform youth 
everywhere. 

For upon our internal strength, of which .Aliya is such 
an important factor, depends our capacity to wage 
our struggle for peace. 

Yahel 1s a part of that struggle. It has been estab
hshed m a region that is crying out for people and 
deve,lopment For 'it is there, along the almost empty 



Jordan Rift Valley and the Aravah, that the eastern 
line of Israel's development and defense must run . It 
is there that the real challenge exists in our quest for 
peace and security with Jordan. It is there that the 
real chalutzim go to build their real homes. And it 
is there that the government, in keeping with its 
policies will lend every support it can to the new 
pioneers and to their older-established neighbors. 
For they are the ones who are making a genuine 
contribution to a policy designed to advance the 
peace with security. 

delivered at the Knesset, 
November 21 , 1976 

Professor Efraim Katzir, President, State of Israel 

.... Last Thursday was the day your kibbutz, Yahel 
in the Aravah wilderness, was added to the map of 
Israel's settlements. It was a good day for you; for 
the gallant young settlers; for all Israel; for the 
Jewish future. Yahel, as you know, means in its one 
Biblical appearance: "it will bring light". And Yahel, 
the kibbutz, will-I am sure-not only bring light and 
life to its uncultivated and almost unpopulated area. 
It will, we trust, bring light and life-a glowing new 
challenge-to many other American young Jews, and 
link your great movement and Israel even more close
ly. And the Arava itself is a region that will become 
close to you, as it is to me who spent months there 
as an officer of the then "illegal" Haganah. 

delivered November 21, 1976, at 
the Presidential residence to the 
leaders of the World Movement for 
Progressive Judaism 

Abba Eban, Member of Knesset (formerly Foreign 
Minister, State of Israel) 

.... Mv tribute of gratitude goes out to all of you for 
converging here in such numbers today. By this you 
bear witness to the constructive disquiet with which 
Jews everywhere follow Israel's fortunes in this turbu
lent and critical hour. The very presence of your as
sembly on this soil represents a momentous transition 
from the early history of American Reform Judaism 
until the point of culmination in which you estab
lished your kibbutz on our pioneering soil less than 
24 hours ago. 

delivered November 19, 1976, in 
Jerusalem to the Conference of the 
World Union for Progressive Judaism 
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WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 1976 

Jewish solidarity 
THE JUBILEE CONFERENCE of the World Union for Pro
gressive Judaism, incorporating the Reform movement, in 
the U.S. and the Liberal movement in Britain, which con
vened in Jerusalem yesterday, provides fresh evidence of the 
growing solidarity of the Jewish people around the centrality 
of Iarael. This will be further demonstrated by the Conser
vative World Council of Synagogues when it meets in Jeru
salem next week. All deserve a hearty welcome. 

These conferences in Jerusalem lend concrete meaning to 
the recent affiliation of both these major streams of Diaspora 
Judaism to the Zionist movement. In the case of Reform, the 
organizational ties will receive added physical corroboration 
in tomorrow's dedication of the movement's first kibbutz, 
Yahel in the Arava. 

The Reform and Conservative movements both have serious 
and legitimate claims upon the Jewish state whose cause they 
so ardently champion: claims for recognition for their rabbis 
and embryonic congregations in Israel; claims for equal 
support for these congregations in establishing synagogues in 
Israel ; claims for . the acceptance of conversions abroad by 
the local rabbinate when the converts come on aliya to Israel. 

Despite fraudulent allegations to ,. the contrary by its 
enemies, Israel can 'in no way be described as a theocratic 
state, although it grants official status to the religious groups 
within which its varied population is organized, as is the 
cue with most Western democracies - excepting the U.S. 

Within this context it is, however, anomalous, to say the 
least, that such recognition as has been accorded to Moslem, 
Christian and Druse religious establishments, is being ad
amantly denied to the Reform and Conservative movements, 
which represent major streams of world Jewry. The explana
tion lies in large measure in the partisan narrow minded
neu of the current generation of Orthodox leadership in 
Israel, and in the ability of the National Religious Party to 
exploit Israel's system of coalition politics to the hilt for 
its purposes. 

Yet the denial to Reform and Conservative Jewry, not only of 
equal status, but often of the equal right to religious obser
vance in Israel, is primarily a reflection of the highly prag
matic - some might say cynical - attitude of the governing 
secular majority in Israel. Why, so runs the argument, invite 
unneceuary political trouble on a mere questio~ of principle 
when this embattled country needs all the domestic peace it 
can have. Israel's secular politicians have ~nded to ask, 
"How many votes do the Reform people ~ave in Israel?" 
To which the answer has always been, "Nearly none." And 
with that the debate ended. 

Now it should be revived. But the only way the Reform 
and Conservative movements could make the debate effective 
is by eventually being here in sufficiently large numbers to 
have the required political impact. 

Perhaps the establishment of Kibbutz Yahel will prove 
the harbinger of such a trend·. 

- . . 
I , • .. . . 




