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L. Y. RAHMANI 
1,, Emek Rephalm Street 

Jerusalem, Israel 

Dear Daniel, 

Jerusalem, 24. August 

Many thanks for your kind letter of the 5th. 
Sincere congratulations to the appearence of your book. I am 
very much looking forward to it. 

Any war -through all ages - brings out all the 
evil - Death and the Devil constantly riding with the Knight 
- as in Dttrer's etching. The present war may, on the Real­
Politik level, bring larger dividends to the Christians of 
t'he Lebanon, who did not participate at all, and to the 
Americans, who get there a foothold against the Russians. 
That America and the Europeans should raise such a shout a­
gainst the Jews as "again" being the executioners of the 

"Innocent Children" is not so surprising: it fits very old 
Christian concepts and assuages 1 guilt-feelings of tb~se 
nations about having kept silent throughout the Holooi'st of 
the Jewish People. 

What really concernes me, is what this war is 
doing to the souls of my own people here -these who have to 
do the job and get used to 1 t. About the Jewish nature of 
this state of ours tam I concerned, about it's not becoming 
- as in fact at present it is - a sort of Rhodesia, with 
cheap native labour; and first and foremost, about the refu­
sal of my people to oome and live here, 1n that Holy Land of 
Zion and Jerusalem, when they now can freely do so, beyond 
pestering the Lord to bring them here. Indeed what worries 
me further is, how far all those Jews who will remain in the 
Diaspora, shall remain Jewish at all (though I think some~ 
least will)and how they will exist, if this State, even and 
just without wars, slowly dwindels down to a sort of !lyre 
to Djunia Maronite 'Petit Liban'. But all these are the nor­
mal Jidaishe Zorea, which you can read up as from the saying 
of some of our Sages since the 3rd century and probably even 
earlier. 

The enclosed may intereat both Adele and you 
-paPhaps also prove usef'ul to you in disoussion with museum­
and sther poeple, who tend to see the PLO as a friendly Li­
beration Army. 

All the very best to all of you for the New 
Year - Love to you all . Yours 

LyR_ 
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f>ATP.IMOINE NATIONAL 

Partout un spectacle de desolation dans le secteur du Musee. 

OU ONT PASSE 
LES TRESORS 

DE NOTRE MUSEE 
JJ • .ont profane ce haut lieu de civilisation et de culture, ils ont viole 

par leur presenc , par leur ignorance, par leur regard vide chaque piece, 
haque reuvre d'art, temoin d'un passe prestigieux et authentique. U 

ont saccage, ouille, sali, vole cet antre acre des valeurs millenaire que 
tout peuple digne de son humanite conserve jalousement, pieusement, 
qu'il r garde avec amour, admiration, et presente aux autre avec fierte: 

Mais eux, barbares ou terroris s, que comprennent-ils a l'art, a la 
·ivilisation? Quellfl' valeur peut avoir a leurs yeux un vase irrise en verre 

d' poque greco-romaine, une poterie du 3eme millenaire, des sarco­
hage , une mosa'ique, d statuettes en bronze, etc ... ? 
lgnares ils Petaient et le demeureront a jamais, laissant apres leur 

pas age mort et destruction. La steppe n'apprecie pas la culture. 

II m'(• ait impossibl • d faire tair 
, ·t · en d, r volt qui enait du plus 
profond de mon ~tr _, n visitant, 
\ '1•11eln•di cl rni r, I Musee National 
d • l3 •_·n uth qui tait p· sse ntr I s 
rn .dns le~ yriens t d s Pal · ·tini ns 
cli•pui. I' •ntr d la f .F.A . au Liban 
<·n no •mhr 1976. e· jour-la d 
tr 1st<> 11 moir >, un rim , impardon -
14 

n-1bl ct toujou'"s imp .ini, etnit 
ommi contrc la civilisation , par 

tous c ux qui ont p rmis a •s 
hordes de s'install r dans le ct ur 
m ~ me du Muse . e jour-la n 
v nait de signer l'arret d ' mort du 
Musee National d Beyrouth tern< in 
vivant t authentiQue de tout un 
ivilisation qui r monte a la prehis- La fa<;ade pnncipale touchPP de pl in fou t. 

,,,,,, 
., 

. ' 

--~ --•---------- . 
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Les blindes israeliens investissent le secteur. 

Le si lence de I I emir Maurice Chehab 

est incomprehensible 

.. 
• 

Pr>sitions i , I• our ti 

Par NELLY HELOU 

toir , une sorte d • m1 ·roco~m • ot"1 ll· 
visit ur r • it au pre. •n t l<·s m 1ll t:"· 11 .1 1-
res coules alors qu ' 8 bl os dt- JH l l'-

7000 an es t I t moin pri i i ; git'• d 1111 
dev lopp m ent te ·hn o log1 qul· l' l 

cul tu rel xtraordin air . Les di f r n •11 -
tes etap s d l'a ntur' hunnint• ~e 
retrouvent la. d la u ill •tl e ·l d1 · l.t 
chas e a cite du l'elcvagc> l'l d • 
l 'agricultur , d • I' · lphaht t ph • ni< It'll 
a la civilisation gre o-rom ai n •. •I ( 

La pr fa nation d'un Mu • e a urall 
d0 decl n h rd vi lent s rtsa t 11rn~ 
et une a ·tion positi e de la part de.., 
services concern s de l' UNE • i (.'I, 

elle n'a sus ·ite qu sil n • •t indllf • 
rence a l'ech lie nationalc t int rna­
tionale. Pourquoi? 

L-es Syriens com mencent par ·,n~ 
taller dans I jardin dll Mus • 
Progressivem nt i ls inv tiss n I 
toit m~m du batiment,y fixent I ur 
barricades t leurs anons t 
«crachenh de ce lieu m m I un, 
obus sur les quartiers est d la • pi ­
tale. Yuis, av le temps, se sentant 



------------- - - -- ... - . ---- .. ----- . 
LEM 

DE BEVROUTH 

Gros plan sur un impact d'obus. 

.Les f~ades laterales sont, elles aussi. cribleea de balles et touchees par les obus. 
18 

Un char israelien du cote Est du Musee. 

·h z ·ux dans notn· pays, ils c 
c 'nt IPs p >rt •s <·t profan •nt d<· 
bottes ce IJ •u ~acre d • cu ltur 
l'on c ·r ·ulc> n princip, ,) pas f<'t 

Pourtanf n· sPclt>tir du I\ 
va1t pi<>u.., •m nt proteg 
( ur • d ' la gLH'rr de-. deux a 

1975-7fi p, r Jes : oldats •t mili 1 
d l'Arm~ , Ii anaist> qui avai ' 
leurs pro rp position:. L'offici 
charge du: ·tPur a /'epoque, le 
t . nant amill ' t . nourr 
~ourc ~ spintu('II • d'un liba . 
pur, 1mpregne d i e d M ay 
affirm 1t sans c ~ ·e: •J defend, 
Muse au pri de mon sang, d• 
vie . 'e t la l 'ultime tre or de , 
patrimoin •· 

H la., un b ·au jour, n nov ' r 
76, la volont politique, a servi 
mond arab<>, a ~te plus fort q; 
patri tism sine re d'un group 
miJitaires libanais, qui ont ·cc 
contre-cceur l<'urs po itions 
Syri ns de la F.F.A. 

DETRUIRE TOUTE UNE 
CIVILISATION 

Aujourd 'hui, ~ I suit . d. 
bataille qui ' t der ule dan 
sect ur du Mu e . I s Sy 



-

·-•. 

• 

• 

1,,,, . n>-Palestiniens protegeaient a l'interieu r par des sacs de sable 
(' lace. sur toutes I s {a<; ades vitrees. 
.destini ,·sns ont evucue les Jieux, 
, Pnant la fuite <l 'Vant I s lsraeliens, 
t ll Jl pt>irw in ·tallcs au Muse , l'ou­
w nt aussit<>I fi la prc-s . «Nous 
on demande aux responsables 
anai. de venir sur place faire l'in­

t• n taire d s degats et re uperer les 
1r s objcts qui n'ont pas ete voles. 

tai • notre appel est demeure 
1')qu'a l'heure vain», me dit le porte-
1role dt> l'Armee israeli nne. J'ai 

cru ompr ndr , par ailleurs, que la 
dir ction generate du Musee n veut 
pas se rendre sur place pour ne pas 
s c ,mprom ttr du fait de la pr -
s nee israelienne. Certaines sus­

c ptibilites son t des fois mal 
placee ... 

D'autant que"'~ puis 1976, les visi ­
tes etai nt interdites a qui que ce 
soit. Y compris peut -etr au di­
r cteur lui-m ·me... Pourquoi, des 

Sous cette <<galerie de l'Alphabet», ils ont installe leurs lits de camp dw1s 
la salete et le desordre. 

lors• ne pas profiter de !'occasion t 
recuperer les lieux? 

La fac;ade du Musee t I s cotes 
lateraux sont endommages t por­
tent les traces des balles, l 'impac t des 
obus. Mais c'est en penetrant a l'in­
terieur mem du Musee que l 'on 
re<;oit un veritable choc, on a envie 
meme de pleur r, de detourn r son 
regard de tant d sal tes, d'ordur ~ 
d'immondices laisses par I s Syriens 

dans I ur f uit ' . 
Le sous-sol est inonde d't•au . 

Impossible d'y penetrer. La grandt• 
sallec beaL etvasteH·II du Mus(• • ,. 
avait ete litteralement transforni t'l' 
n amp retranche yro-pal sttnh' ll . 

D graffiti su r le~ murs, d ·s \ t'H 
m n ts sal 'S, d<·s l" s • ·role!:>. dt·s 
haus ures, un rasquP, abandnnn -; 

• ... ' 

LP. beau hall principal du J LS(orm~ en zone de a . ,ement par les Syri ns t con orts. 
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.. 

in d'im mondices touche par un obus. 

ale sur les genou de cette statue mi/f<inair, 

,1 ir l C' sol. Sous la «Galerie d .. l'Al ­
phab t» ux, I >s ignorants, ont 
amenag un ·oi -disanl chambr 
dV<'C qu •lqu •s pierres n be ton pour 
donnir, ui in r , t . 

lls nt install' d 'autres chambres et 
d t Hettes. Un pantalondegueulas -
:e trafne sur un beau socle en 

LE MUSEE DE BEVROUTH 
marbr ; dan l'unc d ces bell s 
mosaiqu es murales, ils ont fai t une 
gros e ouverture pour y installer une 
• rme a feu. Partout des sac de able, 
des arm s legeres abandonnee , un 
gros trou d'obus dans J «Hall de 
Septime Severe», des traces de 
barbarie dans la «Galerie d'Ech-

• 

moun >, dans It « Hall <l' Ahiram» t 
sans ce e I c01Hrast flagrant ntr 
la civilis tion C't la st ppe ... 

Heureus "ment qu le fam u 
sarcophage d'Ahiram, des sarco­
phages, des mosa'iques ct d 'autres 
pieces de grand val ur sont bi n 

A la galeri sup 'ri ure toutes les vitrin s sont bris, es t vide d tout 
ont nu. 

• 

pr t ge par d'impo":111 ts hi , 
d sabl,, •t de.• ~ton (•cli fic.is , 
par !'emir M :1uric<· Ch(·ha h 
au i qu I p •tit('s pieces de 
ont te r tire _ du Mu.·(>e t • 
n Ii u ur au f .iban •t rr 

l'etrang r . Lc) -d ss us. nwlh<•: 
m ent, on n p ut avoir au ·un 

I 



,; . ri<'ns ont inscrit sur e beau marbr le mot barbare. Qui l'est vraiment? 

1.1tio11 pr(·ci~ • , car I' ' mir Maurice 
lt<"lwh I le dirt '('!('llr g ner I dl'S 

.,1 11qwtt'•s. '!-,l 111trouvable. lmpossi ­
h· d(.' k joindrl' . Pounant on sc 
·rail at t •ndli a cl' qu'il fasse un 

conferenc d pres e, meme en 
dehors du Muse . s'il n veut pas st• 
·ompromcttr av•' lcs Israeli •ns, 
pour cxpliquer a tous l ~s journalist l's 

t gr a.nds report rs de la pn•sse 

L e cmur gros, notre coilaboratricc Nelly Helou ohser , c· •tt • hell,, 111 , ,., w 

ancienne sauv • e lors de la d rniere bataille. 

int l'rnationl:ll qui se trouvai<•nt au 
Musee, v ndredi dernier . l'impac:L de 
c •s Ii •ux ct ·· haul Culture .. J'e11 ai 

ent •ndu plus d'un dire: ~II n'y a pas 
un Libanais pour nous expliqucr la 

Des graffit i .•w, I•.-; murs. 

valeur et !' importance 

Pourtanl 
r61 • di.'!-. 
l 't~ch ·II • 

nous ronna1 
n H~ d I a:--. d • 11 ii , . 111 , 11 " , I\ 

int ern at1on,.l, ·
1 

l'1>urql 1t1J 

(Su,w: •11 p~~ • 62 ) 

• 

.... 



tte de I page 19 ) 

C ('(' ! tt' ncglig Ill'(• d la part d 
at lil anais par r pport a un 

n,tinc> ou ii peut s nsibiliser l'opi ­
n du mondP ivilise en sa faveur? 

tH' peut pas d mander au x 
·.its israeliens de jouer aux guides 
ristiqu s dans notre propre 
~ . Mais une fois de plus. le 
an officiel brill par son absence! 

D s pierres millenaires de valeur inestimable, abandonnccs su r le sol. 

LE MUSEE DE BEVROUTH 
SI ON AVAIT TOUCHE AU PRADO 

La galerie superieure, qui avait ete 
soigneusement mure , est defoncee, 
et offre elle aussi le meme aspect de 
desolation, de tristesse, de ruines. 
Des debris de verre jonchent le sol. 

Toute les vitrines qui recelaient de 
m crv illeuses pieces d'art, de verita­
bles joyaux sont vides, brisees,defon­
cees. Par terre, des pierres des Ir et 
111~ millenaires sont abandonnees en 

• 
• 

vrac commes'il s'agissait de quelques 
galets sans valeur. Et pourtant a lire 
Jes ins riptions on rea lise ce qu 
chaque pi~ce represente . Des pote­
ries ont ete brisees. Une seule st 
demeuree intacte. Au fait, qu'est -ce 
qui a ete vole, qu'est-ce qui a ete 
epargne? Comment le savoir. Les 
Israeliens affirment avoir trouve 
dans les poches des Syriens et d s 
Palestiniens des pieces de valeur . 

L'lmportant est de sauver au plus 

Le Israeli ns a l 'in terieur du Musee National de Be routh . 

• 

- - --------------

vite c qui rcsH' de> notrl' Musf•e 
National. Pour cPla. ii faut t·x1gt·r son 
evacuation total d(' tout el· ment 
arme. et la pr S 'llC(.> imnted1at (• dl' 
l'Etat. Est-ce demander !'impossible? 

En quittant les lieux l'amc> tri st e. JP 
garde en memoire la retlc x1on de 
Julia Navarro. une journalist ·spa­
gnole: «si on avait touche i, une 
seule pierrc du Prado de Madrid, 
la reaction des Espangols aurait ete 
terrible ... 

NELLY HELOU 



,. 

Ces annes abandonnees par les Syro-Palestiniens sur une barri_cade installee a l'interieur du Musee face au champ d > course. 

I 

• d a 5ClC8 de sabl ~ Q l'interieur du Musee. 
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SAMUEL EGAL KARFF, D.H.L. 

RABBI October 28, 1982 

Dear Danny: 

At the last meeting of the Journal we agreed to connnission 
a series of articles (which may or may not appear 
in a single issue) on the meaning of the Zionist 
vision in the light of the events of this past Summer. 
Since the articles will not appear until the next 
Fall, we are thinking not in terms of a current­
event-bound report, but a "think piece." 

I would like to invite you to contribute such an 
article from your own perspective. Was the Summer 
of '82 a "watershed"? How did you respond personally 
to the events and to others/response to the events? 
How do you sort out the issue of power and morality -
survival and purpose - in Israel today? 

I think you have a special contribution to make to 
any discussion of this theme in our Journal. I hope 
you will accept the commission. Let me hear from 
you. 

With every good wish, I am 

Rabbi Daniel J. Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

ays, 

P. s. We would like the manuscript by April 15th. 



~i Smliel. E. Karff 
Q'Ji.g:regaticn Beth Israel 
5600 !crth Braeswoo:1 Blvd • 
lblston, Texas, 77096 

Dear Sar : 

l b Vi- . her , 190 .. 

,. 

I will be hall-'¥ t.o pit together a piece for the Journal 
mx1 I Till tty to have it in by Incare Tax day. ~ . 

Incidentally, I have been a_ rointe.1 erlitor of the a:AR . ... 
Centennial Valme. I took the apµ:>intIPent on the pl.Ed)e .. 
that it w:>Uld be free of all interference am \OJ]d be 
the work of a anall editorial a:1un.ittee which will oon-. 
aiat of yai, Mike Myers am myself. Half of the voluue . 
ia to be a cunnissionoo seriDus histocy of t.he Cbnfer- . . . 
ence and the other half a series of essays on issuea . . .. . 
ra1 aed by that histmy. I bJpe yai will agree to serve.. . 

With all ~ wishes I raoai.n 

As always, 

Daniel Jereny Silver 

lllS:mp 

' .. . 

. . 

.. 
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The Temple 
•• 

DANIEL JEREMY SILVER· RABBI 

UNIVERSITY CIRCLE AT SILVER PARK • CLEVELAND, OHIO 44106 • 791 -nss 
BRANCH: 26000 SHAKER BLVD. • BEACHWOOD, OHIO 44122 • 831 -3233 

'!he Joornal of Reform J1dai sn has asked me to do a 
piece on my reactialS to Leban:::>n am to "our" reac­
tioos to Iebaoon. If yoo spoke on Iebaoon over the 
oolidays or imnediately thereafter, I would awz-ec­
iate receiving xeroxes of arr:J of your views which 
appeared in the local press. I an writil¥] to an 
unscientific, rmd:Jn ~ling of oongregational 
ratbis . On the basis of this material I propose 
to analyze rx,t only the a~ches taken blt the 
ideas which nDtivated them. 

Yoo shJuld knJw that mine will rx,t be a "neutral" 
piece. I have a ?)int of view. I was oot deeply 
troubled by the Iebanese invasion although I think 
a nmt>er of serious errors in j~ were naie. 
it:,wever, rest assured that I will make mad ho­
minllll argtDnents. I an interested primarily in the 
basis f ran which we make air various jud:Jnents and 
what this says of our uooerBtaming of Ju:laisn. 

Sincerely, 

ros:np 



UNIVERSITY CIRCLE AT SILVER PARK • CLEVELAND, OHIO 44106 • 791-nss 
BRANCH: 26000 SHAKER BLVD. • BEACHWOOD, OHIO 44122 • 831·3233 

Ral:i:>i Rarnall M. Falk 
C.Ongregaticn Cllabai Soolan 
5015 HardiIXJ R:I. 
Nashville, Tenn. 37205 

Dear Rarnall: 

?iJVelTi:>ex' 12, 1982 

'lbe Joornal of Refonn J1xiai sm has asked me to do a 
piece on my reacticns to I.ebal"Dn. arxl to "our" reac­
tions to I.ebaoon. If you spoke on Iebanon over the 
oolidays or imnediately thereafter, I would clR)rec­
iate receiving xeroxes of Mt:/ of yoor views which 
aweared in the local press. I an wri~ to an 
unscientific, rarxlan sanpling of anJregational 
rati>is . On the basis of this material I p:rqx,se 
to analyze not only the awroaches taken wt the 
ideas which rcDtivated them. 

You should kn::Jw that mine will not be a "neutral" 
piece. I have a point of view. I was oot deeply 
troubled by the Iebanese invasion althoogh I think 
a mm:>er of serious errors in jlOJlte.nt were naie. 
lbwever, rest assured that I will make oo cd lX>­
mimJn arguments. I an interested primarily in the 
basis f ran which we make our various jl..lCgnents and 
wat this says of our understarding of J1xlai~. 

Sincerely, 

~ •«::t? 
Daniel Jersny Silver 

J -4, ~ ~a?i:J t.~ ~ ..d/;#- J ~ 
~ ttt ~,,.,._ ~ .$t, d.l ~ e<&-. 
OOS:111? .£t,( ~ tt;W ~ ~"'1- ~,-r-. ~ 

~.,_--..,,-

.~ 



Rabbi H. Hirsch Q:>hen 

UNIVERSITY CIRCLE AT SILVER PARK • CLEVELAND, OHIO 44106 • 791-nss 
BRANCH: 26000 SHAKER BLVD. • BEACHWOOD, OHIO 44122 • 831-3233 

Noverber 12, 1982 

Director, B'nai Brith Hillel Foondation 
University of Connecticut 
N. Eagleville a::!. 
Storrs, Corm. 06268 

Dear Hirsch: 

'!he Joornal of Reform J1x3ai gn has asked me to do a 
piece on my reactia,s to Lebaron arx1 to "our" reac-
tions to Iebaoon. If you spoke on Iebaron over the b .l ~ -oolidays or imnediately thereafter, I i«>uld ~ec- ' / 
iate receiving xeroxes of aey of your views which ~ ~ 
~ in the local press. I an writinJ to an ...L ,. J 
rmscientific, raiibn 5cq>ling of congregational TlJ ~~ rabbis . On the basis of this material I pr0EX)Se . " 
to analyze not only the approaches taken wt the~ 
ideas "1icb IIDtivated then. ~ ~ 

Yoo slnlld krow that mine will not be a "neutral" r ::t ,? _ /1 
piece. I have a p:>int of view. I was oot deeply ~ '~. ~ 
troubled by the Iebanese invasion althalgh I think ~~ £ 
a nmt>er of serious errors in jl.djlrerit were na:le. (I - ' . 
lk:Jwever, rest assured that I will make ro ad 1X>- ~ ~ minun arguneits. I an interested primarily in the ,. 
basis fran which we make our various juaJ,ents and r ~ ~L 
what this says of our understan:ling of J't:dai8111. L , / :t ~,. t Sincerely, 

~ 
~ , er:«;:? 
Daniel Jereny Silver }1> ,. 

n.TS:np 0~ 
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De a r Friends , 

The Temple -- Nashville, Tennessee 
Yom Kippur ~rning Sermon 
September 27, 1982 
Rabbi Randall H. Falk 

SPECIAL SERMON ON ISRAEL • 

Hay I say that, in all humility, you almost heard an excellent sermon this 
morning on "Taking Reform Judaism Seriously". It was a subject that I felt was 
of real importance to this congregation, and which perhaps you will hear at 
another time. But a. very important discussion took place ·last Tuesday night at 
the Board of Trustees meeting of our Te111>le that changed the pattern for this 
morning's sermon. Let me share it with you, because I wish that you all might 
have been there to hear this very significant and challenging discussion. 

We had been requested, as had the other congregations in this community, 
to provide the opportunity for someone to speak to the congregation on behalf 
of our Jewish Federation of Nashville and Boods for Israel on the necessity 
of our ... "hein'g'-awa1e of the great burden beTng carried by the State of Israel 
financially, as well as militarily, and of the great importance of our being 
prepared to help shoulder that burden. The Board of Trustees accepted this 
request that had come through our President, and debated it for some time. 
Everyone felt that certainly we wanted to express, in these difficult and dark 
~ours, our support, our standing side-by-side, with our brethren 1n Israel. 
And yet there was reluctance to break precedent, for we have never had a guest 
speaker in our pulpit on the High Holydays, nor have we ever made an appeal for 
funds directly or indirectly in these times. And so as the Board debated the 
pros and cons of h<M we should respond to this very important request by 
leaders of our community - members, in fact, of our congregation - gradually 
it seemed to develop that a compromise was in order, and that the Rabbi be 
requested to address the problem that we face · together with our brethren in 
Israel in these days. And this is what I propose to do this morning. 

There are three basic concerns that I would share with you on this Yom 
Kippur. The first concern is one that is raised because of the terrible things 
we read in the daily newspapers and hear on the television, day-by-day, about 
Israel's responsibility for murder and assassination of so many men, women·,. and 
children - civilians - in the land of Lebanon. Certainly the loss of one life 
of any civilian, much less a military person, is of grave concern and deep 
sorrON to us. T • • s to wh has ;happened to h • f i in 
Israel, because of the tragic war in Leb nee s to b an d, I think, 
by more tan propaganda an yster a. I want to answer that one first by 
sharing wj th you an "Order of the Day" that was issued by the Is rae 1 Defense 
Force on June 11, 1982, at the time of the beginning of the war in Lebanon. 
I offer it, not because it answers all the questions of hON Israel has conducted 
itself in Lebanon, or because I can c~aim that this Order was never violated, 
but because It is important to know that it is the view of Israel and its forces, 
and its sense of humanity, which has been too frequently omitted in discussions 
by the media of this past-sunrner•s war. This is the Order from the Israel 
Defense Force: 



• • 
Ypm Klppur Horning Sermon 

• - • •• September 27, 1982 -- Page 2 
Rabbi Randall H. Falk 

"It is forbidden to fire unless fired 
exception, to take booty from any source. 
kind will receive the maximum punishment. 
peaceful civilian population. Treat women 
molested. 

upon. It is forbidden, without any 
Anyone found carrying booty of any 
Do not harm, do not disturb, the 
with respect; they are not to be 

"You are not to disturb any cultural center, any antiquities, museums, art galleries, churches, mosques, or sacred places. 

"Every war arouses in people 1 ust, hate, contenl)t for 1 i fe, and fee 1 i ngs of vengeance against the enemy. Despite these perfectly natural emotions and sentiments, you must remenber that you are a human being, and as a human being you must respect other human beings, and uphold all those fundamental values 
which are the basis for the preservation of our civilization. 

"Though you are fight Ing a vicious enemy that has resorted to terror 
against innocent citizens and defenseless women and children, you are not to engage in any vengeful act against your enemy if you take him prisoner. 

"Above a 11 , what is most important is, you must respect the sanctity of 
man, even that of your enemy. 

"The eyes of the world will be looking at you as you enter there. There will be reporters, photographers, and television cameras. Whatever you do 
will reflect upon the people of Israel. Any act of desecration, taking of booty or desecration of holy places, mistreating your enemy, will reflect badly upon 
the army, and upon the State of Israel. 

"Above all, you must remember to value the Jewish tradition that even in 
times of war you must remember: ki adam l'adam hu - that man-to-man, you are 
a human being." 

The order is followed by a passage from the Book of Joshua in which the 
Israelites are called to account by God for taking booty in a battle against Ai, a city-state they had fought. It closes with Joshua's lament: "What calamity 
you have brought upon us!". So our modern soldiers were -challenged to keep an 
ancient covenant of respect for life and property. 

Now I ask you: do you know of any other army, in any era of time, that 
has gone into battle with this kind of admonition to obey the moral precepts of our heritage? We can be very proud of the fact that, despite all of the horror pictures what were shown over and over again, it is a matter of record that, not only did our men go into the struggle with this kind of Order, but that there is testimony by many observers that they followed this Order to the best of thei~ 
abilities, especially when the enemy was hiding among civilian men and women. · So, his matter of the moral caliber of Israel is one in which we can take pride, and th which we can align ourselves with a sense of integrity and honor. 
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The second concern that I would share with you . is a matter of self-interest, 
because ·more than once I have ·heard American Jews here and elsewhere say: How \ 1 
can the Sta 1 d Jewr How ~n . they ·so conduc"r v \ 

:, e ves that they turn the world us? The increase of anti-SemTiism 
tremendous as they continue to defy world opinion and to prosecute a war 

they felt was necessary. 

Let me hasten to assure you that the actions ·of Israel, whether we agree 
or disagree with a 11 or part of them in this war in Lebancm, wi 11 not increase \ 
an~~JII .. . It may give a"nti-Semites what we call in Hebrew a "pftchon-peh 11 

an excuse" for letting out their vile filth, their declarations of hatred 
against Jews . . But it wi 11 not be the cause. Anti-Semites and those who, for 
whatever reas·ons, oppose the existence of Is rae 1 or of Jews, wi 11 s i 111) ly have 
found another excuse to hate us and our brothers in the Middle East. When the 
Soviet Union's . Breznev condemns Israel for atrocities, I wonder if the world 
stops to ask itself: what has happened in Afghanistan and in Poland in recent 
months? How does Breznev have the audacity to condemn Israel for three hundred 
dying at the hands of Christians ·in Lebanese camps, when thousands continue to 
die at the hands of communist soldiers in Afghanistan and in Poland? While 
two wrongs never make a right, it seems to me that it is the greatest hypocrisy 
·for Breznev to sit in judgment on Israel. And what about those who dare compare~ 
the Christian phalangists' murder of three-hundred Muslims, without resistance 
from the Israel army, to Babi Var., where not three hundred, but two-hundred 
thousand Jews died at the hands of the Nazis while the Russ :ian army stood by. 

Equally disheartening was one of the saddest occurrences that took place 
this season: the Roman Catholic Pope's embrace of the P.L.O. leader, Arafat, 
the terrorist' who could only besmirch the Pope's exalted ·role as a respected 
religious leader in this world. HON must the survivors of Arafat's massacre 
of Haronite Christians feel when they see the picture of the Pope embracing 
their loved on.e's murderer? How can a Pope justify _urging Israel to come to 
terms with terrorists, that Israel and the P.L.O. should recognize each other, 
after thirty-four years of . the Vatican's steadfast refusal to follow the example 
of almost every other civilized nation in recognizing the State of Israel? Ho,., 
dare the Pope stand and encourage Arafat to make peace when he has yet to accept 
the existence of the State of Israel? The cartoon in the Nashville Banner the 
other evening told it all when it showed the Pope, at the conclusion of an 
embrace with Arafat, being told by Arafat, 11 1 feel so much cleaner now that we 
have come together", and the Pope's white rob~ is splattered with the filth 
from the bloody hands of the terrorist leader. 

I do not want to leave you, though, with the feeling that all of those 
whom we thought were friends or allies have deserted us in these difficult hours. 
There are Christian friends, and the,re are scores of them, who have remained 
steadfast in their support of Israel and world Jewry, eve·n though they, as we, 
may disagree with aspects of Israel's participation in this war. , 
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I want to share with you -a letter, a letter that was sent to the Rabbis of 
the three congreations in Nashville, by a man whom I think is the pers~nification 
of the true Christian gentleman. This is a letter written by Professor Walter 
Harrelson of the Vanderbilt Divinity School. It is one of a number of letters of 
support we have received during these Holydays. This one, I think, sunmarizes 
so beautifully what many Christian friends are thinking and feeling with us in 
these times. He writes: 

11 Dea r Co 11 eagues and Fri ends: 

11 1 am taking the liberty of writing to all three of you on this Holiday 
season to express to you and to your congregations my special greetings on this 
New Year I s Day. 

11You and the members of your congregation must feel the sting of abuse laid 
upon the Jewish people and the State of Israel these days by persons who, whether 
in ignorance or in malice, use the horrors ·done in Beirut to justify that abuse. 

"Many of us know better than that and feel humiliation that such atrocities 
~ould be used by people to lay blame upon the Jewish people or upon Israel. If 
mistakes and miscalculations were made -- and that does seem to me to have been 
the case -- the atrocities were conmitted by Christians inflamed with violence 
and mad to seize the opportunities to take vengeance. 

11 1 kn<M that you and the congregations you serveareweighed d<Mn by grief 
over the k i 11 i ngs in Beirut as a re· many others. We 1 i ve in ti mes of desperate 
evil, but our God will not permit us to fall utterly into despair or to fail to 
pursue justice and peace and renewal of life. 

"Pray for us Christians, as we pray for you and the Jewish people at this 
holy season. 

"Faithfully yours, Walter Harrelson". 

In these difficult and trying days, it is good to be reminded that there 
are friends, _as there have always been, in· the Christian world, who will stand 
side-by-side with us to face the darkness and to move on, we pray, to a better day. 

Now my third and final concern is with Israel itself, and especially with 
government. Here I see no reason to remain silent. There is every r son 
the Americ to 

. nae em 
e an as Pr . neither a '!_cl!' of 
eace an ecessit of re • Israel as 

pt;.t~o a wor brot .. od. to support t e three courageous editors 
of ... Israel's m&Jor tiea+spapers, one of whom is a former student and a cherished 
friend of mine. I wish everyone of you had seen them on television last Tuesday 
night on A.B.C.'s "Night Line" when, one by one, even the one whose newspaper 
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had been a supporter of Begin and his government, came forth and condemned the 
Israeli army's action in Beirut and in the camps. One called for Begin's 
resignation. I want to support 400,000 Israeli men and women who marched in 
Tel Aviv this past weekend, protesters against their government's actions, 
urging that Israel's troops leave Lebanon irnnediately. 

I want · to send word that American Jews are proud of the democratic spirit 
in the State of '1:srael that allows protest and disagreement in times like these. 
What other country can you imagine in the Middle East, or the Far East, or in 
South America, or in almost any corner of this globe, that would allow the kind 
of democratic dissent that occurs in Israel today? With all my heart and all my 

strength, I want to support the people of Israel and undergird their sense of 
conmitment to the ideal of democracy. Even though I condemn, and sometimes 
bitterly, the actions of the present government in the State of Israel, I do so 

with no less conviction than I oppose many of the policies of the present 
administration in the United States of America. ~hen)I oppose President Reagan's 
i n~rna 1 po~ icy and his foreign po 1 icy in so many affas =: not fo·r one moment in 
that opposftion do I even co • withdrawing my support f nation. 
And when I disagr e with egin and his a 1n1 10n, y the same to~en, not 
for one moment would I consider withdrawing my support from the great State of 
1-s rae 1. 

This, I think, is the most important message that I have for you today: 

We have no excuse, despite our disagreements, for withholding support from our 
beleaguered brothers. On the contrary, they need us, as they never did before, 

in the political arena and with our financial backing to undergird this great 
democracy. There is no excuse, even in our shame over what occurred in the 
·camps of Lebanon, for weakening our strong ties with our brothers in Israel. 
Israel's very existence has given world Jewry a greater sense of dignity and 

pride than we have ever known in modern history. 

I want to close with some paragraphs of a statement that was issued by the 

President of the Association of P.eform Zionists of America, Rabbi Roland 
Gittelsohn. Many of you are members of ARZA, and many more of you should be, 
because Reform Jews stand firmly and fully in support of Israel. We have roots 
that we intend to expand and to deepen in Is rae 1 as the years go by. We were 
the first of the major branches of Judaism outside of Israel, to establish 
our own secondary school, the Leo Baeck School in Haifa. We were the first of 
the major branches of Judaism in America to establish a branch of our seminary 

in Jerusalem. And we are among the vanguard who continue day-by-day to try 
to break down the intra-religious bigotry and the barriers that the ultra­
Orthodox insist on maintaining. I want you to hear what Rabbi Gittelsohn 

wrote; and with this, I would conclude: 
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"Hy Jewish heritage compels me to state that military force can never be '\. 
more than a means to a larger and more important end. When the means are __> 
mistaken for ends, neither democrary nor decency nor Judaism can survive. 
Unbridled militarism, an insatiable appetite for more territory, an obsessive 
search for absolute physical security - these always have yielded and always 
will yield catastrophe. This is true in the evil competition among the super 
powers of the world. It is no less true in the more precarious and fragile 
circumstances prevailing in the Middle East. Our sages said it well: 'The 
sword comes into the world because of justice being delayed, because of justice 
being perverted, and because of those who render wrong decisions'. 

"Mi 1 itary strength, divorced from an incessant search for justice, ~ 
inevitably becomes cancerous. Our <Mn Jewish history provides an instructiv___./ 
and frightening paradigm. The military strength of the Maccabees restored to 
the Jewish conmonwealth of that time a political and religious freedom. It 
most probably could not have been achieved by any other means. But, in 
subsequent generations, the Hasmonean descendants of the Maccabees -- confusing 
means with ends, obses·s·ed with their physical power, blinded to the moral 
dictates of their heritage -- caused their State to decay and collapse. We must 
~ot - I repeat; must not permit anything like that to happen ever again. 

"I do not kn<M who first said that Israel must be a Jewish State, not 
merely a State for Jews, but those· .words must be indelibly inscribed on our 
minds and hearts. Israel, of course, cannot survive without military strength, 
but neither will it survive if it contemns the moral teachings of Judaism. This 
means - explicitly, specifically, perhaps even painfully - that Israel must be 
concerned with the welfare and needs of all peoples, not just of Jews. While 
Israel itself as a State must be the final judge of its own security needs, it 
must also give decent respect to· the views of others, and especially of ,its 
stalwart friends in these United States. Israel must be ready to accept some 
degree of territorial compromise in Judea, Samaria, and Gaza for the sake of 
peace and with guarantees adequate to insure that peace. 

"I have said nothing here that has not been said more forcefully and 
eloquently by Israelis themselves, indeed, by the very founders of modern Zionism. 
We Reform Jews .are de~ermined to protect and defend Israel in every way we can, 
to protect and defend it against the enemies from both outside and within the 
State. We believe, with Theodore Herzl, that the revival of a Jewish State is 
inextricably bound up with the revival of Judaism. We affirm, with David Ben­
Gurion, that Israel will finally be judged, not by Its military pro.-1ess, but by 
its m:>ral worth. We endorse the prophetic insistence that Israel must always 
be 'a light unto the nations', and we pledge our full energy a_nd commitment 
to that noble and spiritual ideal." 

To a 11 of this, we can say together, "Amen". 
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"What I Expect of Israel" 

I. Introduction 

A. As our celebration of Rosh Ha Shanah drew 

to a close, word from south of Beirut began to 
f7tCS1'~ -;ro\...lL~ CN~ -4- -rJt1C'c"\,.\Z ,-o ,-Jt)w inundate us: the flood of pictures and A 

words is~ unrelenting. 

1. A terrible massacre of some sixteen 
tJ N ~~'"i.:) • I 14 H OC ,,;;rd 

hundred iRRooe~e men, women, and ,... 
children had occured. 

(( 2. -(he site was two Refugee camps". S.46-CA ~.) t,JCu;J~~ ~,-~,~A-
3. -£he ruthless killers, who inflicted " 

'"""' this wanton bloodbath, were Falangists 

" who call themselves Christians; 

their murdered victims were Moslems. t,JC MQ..4,C.N (=oil,, -r~ · 
4. Apparently the decision was made 

r..: somewhere along Israeli Army chain of A 

command that it would be permissible 
l~O .,.,,, tr t .. t'I P.5, to allow the Falangists itt to rout out some 

"1~&"'Y1,,.S " 
4 p OIG PL~allegedly languishing~ 1 ,lat{.. 
tho&:g camps. 
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5. After 36 hours of this terrible 
~,tJA-1-\.'f 

slaughter, Israeli ForcesAmoved in to 

stop this cold blooded murder. 

6. ~hese are the facts--the rest of the 

tale of horror remains subject to 

speculation. 

7. We are left with many unanswered questions; 
~ U~1' ~ Ttl.i l=',.u.\. ,~\A,,J 7;) "-~"'-,r~~. 
~eanwhile, we are sick at heart 

and sorely afraid. 
,(~~ ~ .. tJ,J 

B. ,__.._ conflict of instincts within me~,~ ,Jc:.'"l:.-.C::. 

....,.,......._ 

1. 'specially during the High Holy Days, 

x usually refrain from dealing directly 

• and specifically with particularly 

" 
sensitive, contemporary matter.a. 

a ReeB Ha Sbanab and Yorn Kipp11r 

dcneRCil :t.Aa6 ue ee :ret:rospeet.ive 

b. ! believe that my Pulpit messages 
io IA o-j,JA/f.: 

sttoala help you to search your sou'.ts, 
A 

.,_,(&O,..: 
to probe yettr beliefs ,and to IC 1 edle 

~ate briR! about coostrnoMve 

I 

' ! 
I . 
i 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

' 

I 
I 

I 

'I ' . I 
' 
I 
I ! 
I 

. 
i; 

. 

' 
' 

' 
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~haoges in yo0r life styl~. 

2. 110, RHiOA to tho &ux:p.rie& to .ame, 

,the dieu1ppoiAt,mgnt "'of otl:le:i:e, ana the 
$0, 1 l (;..-Y. ~ L '1, 

~1oae~~e of magy, I had decided not ,.. 
SMM-.t4f 

to focus attention on the••••~ of 

Israel and Lebanon except in the most 
• "8 M.'• .de» pit: Si.MAI ,t. 

indirect ways as I prepared outlines 
"" 

from which I wanted to talk to you)).,;(,,$,­
-rtk~_,. '))~~ II- ~~ • 

C. /,,ut, events of the last few days have 

convinced me to alter my course. Tonight) 

good conscience and a heavy heart compel 

me to share my views with you--openly, 

candidly, and honestly. I have a feeling 

that to do otherwise would be an act of 

cowardice and a turning away from"'Jral 

f !tc~~'~' ~, .,.., . .. 
D. $i essence, I want to talk about what I 

expect of Israel and what She should 

expect of us. 

1. I speak out of concern for those who 

live there, most especially because 

of my daughter, Shira, and her son, Hadar. 

\ 

I' 
I 
I 
I 
' 

1. 
I 
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-rfk.""f '-' Ji 
a . .Since lfiru, • 4 i.& no more than six 

" 
miles south of Lebanon, I have a 

vested interest in what preceded 

Israel's June 6th incursion of A&5a 

Rei.gQ:bor's tullif and what has transpired 
I 

since then. 
F .. ll.,.,. "'-, 

b. I am -convinced that the fate of 
" 
today's Israelis is tied tightly 

~..: ,,,r-r,4.· ". s. ~ 
to the future of Jews the world overa 

~o~ A. 

2. AI speak out of concern for Israel as 

a part of a Family of Nations. 

a. ler peril puts the world at risk, 

because of the machinations of the 

United States, the Soviet Union, 

and the oil-rich Arab states of the 

Middle East. 

b.ier promise could have a great 

influence on the entire Third World, 

which needs to find the •• 11iil 11 I ·Y 1 •l 

means to escape from the chains of 

poverty, hunger, and disease--,,.J,,:.Tlft/~ 
,lo J>ow.61' -r~ 

" 
Israel holds the keys. 

I 
.. 
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--(.JJlt" IS -ro'J>,61,f A 
II. .a.e"-Conflict Between Reality and Idealism 

,___ __ ~ F~ ,~s ,,trw,.H-~,l 

A. ~Israel.was expected to be different 

1. .1ts earliest Zionist pioneers came 

to Palestine to found a State unlike 

2. 

a. fulfill- the search for a 

way to return to nature and 

the soil. 

-(-o 
b. reclaim~ Judaism's homeland 

and its language. 

A-ising 
i'.c~~ 's M"f""-

out of .._,_.ashes 9114 World 

war II, Israel was destined not 

just to be a refuge for the world's 

homeless Jews, but its very 

existence was to re-awaken the 

corporate spirit of world Jewry. 

3 .. -t'here was to be a universal benefit 

to Israel's birth. "The world will 

be freer by our .liberty, richer by 

our wealth, greater by our 

,, 
greatness. (Herzl) 

\ . 

i 
I 
I 
,I 

·~ 
• 
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t.. ,J A(to~ •~ 

Bi. ··ror most of its 34 years, the,_ struggle 

M"'PS.-1° H-Mc.~~-- A-A.Ms 
to survive has played havoc with Israel's 

A 

dreams ·and visions. 

1. 1-\itil this year, four major wars and an 

on-going war of attrition forced Her 

to be an armed camp. 
pc 

a. militarism and pragmatism impede SoCalK.... ,,_ 

progress. 

1. there has been the absolute 
1Sl~1.•, . 

necessity ofAremaining a mighty 

~!;:l = R~1', ->. 
-r'tllU, 

· 2. ..e" there was the structuring of 

~ 

b. 

an economy to fund a large, finely 
Ii. 

equipped military force. 

this1~ft little opportunity for 

the idealism of the pioneering 

Zionists to come to the fore as a 

fundamental philosophy of this 

reborn nation. 

2. But, look at the terrible price that 

Israel has had to pay. Its moral fibre 
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is rotting away. 

,., .t ' ' fl ' a. ~as aggering in ation rate 
-, ,s ,J1Yllf'-.'MA A./ 

b.
1 

an increasing number of emigrants " -, , , S"4 p; .. w.. ,Jt,. 

·c.
1 

a dramatic decrease in immigration ~ 

. f F~ Co.asrA.l'i ~ ~,,Jc;,. d. 
1 

intemal turmoil and political ~ 

unrest 

e. charges of immoral behavior abound 
rf1$ 

f. ignoring the needs of beleagured 
" ( StHII ,_ Ttl.: hA"ActM<) 
Jews elsewhere.,Aclild many within it ~ ~ (1J1S A "'" ll.rFO/UI. A,.') CWMW,M\~\:"~ S ~ J litical alignments that tum Jew A•,w • ..._. -" ,1-c ••,..... 

against Jew, and JeJ.~against non-Jew I (1if~~~!t'~~~~!,~~ di,- ~N Isra~s rel~onships -with other 

nations couldn't be worse 
11'IHW 

a. ~minimal rapport with Egypt, which 

put its life on the line to prove 

that more can be gained at the 

conference table than on the field 

of battle. r-
/~~ ~S J;inaW;J ( roeUSH'-'1 

b. refusia( to take the initiative-

after Camp David-to see if there could 

be a reconciliation with Jordan, I 

Lebanon, and Syria--its other 

I 
I 
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immediate neighbors. 
µ8'>l1-r,-s M-1'~~ -f'Q 

c. play~ hardball with the United ,. 
States-its only dependable friend, ""f 

M,·,Jt> 
. never~willing to carefully consider 

(Alfrl,r.tf 
any and all proposals comilitq from 

,.,u,J4k~ iuDI~ '.S 
Washington because of"• paranoia. 

~ ;#~ l' o,JJ' ~( c,~ -rt-HW 
,._.All the world is~ anti-Semitic~ 

IN~ ~$' A~c.,'1'- ! 
C. Now conditions worsen as a result of -rc)(~,SLC: 

-(tfflr~ .. ~oJ 
errors committed since the invasion of 

A. c,.l ~,J&i '.,-., 
Lebanon this summer. 

A 
.S&"V'f .x> 1o 6.r 

1. /,- minimal thrust~.._ appropriate. 

a. '\iQo n&co&&a.i.t!{ ef a 40 Km. "security 

b. (idding the world of a global 

academy for murderers and a massive 

,. C'\.arsenal for terrorists /1~ $Cl.MS~ .LA....~ 

"· -~1, '4tJM f.«U( $#,tf,$, ·fil,-"S Cicr e&t"T ~ ~. 

2. ~e insanity 
1
which has subsequently 

transpired ,Jl,s /tl~L 11\i)c;} - -

' 
a. the brutal destruction of 

communities and the taking of lives-­
~-(~ -r.a.r,s ~ 

~ hardly lifferent than the actions 
" 

\ 

fl 
I 
I 
I 
I 

,. 

~ • 
I 
i 
I 
I 

i 
I 

I 
I 
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l(i c..c.. ~ .S.:Mte. 
of the PLO which tleolt the ii oes 

~ " 
~,t.~G-

- 100,000 Lebanese ... Athe last 

few years. 
~-tUK~"' 

b. hardening world opinion in favor 
" 
of the homeless Palestinians and 

against Israel and, by reason of , 
linkage, against World Jewry. 

~•-,. ·s ~,~,~ 
c. ~ttempt~ to police Beirut and 

A~owt;:> 
its environs a11L:thoi;oay ••l•ui.•! 

warring factions in Lebanon se ,o• 
otte of hana mid to bring on a 

storm of brutality that is totally 

inexcusable. :~ ~IJ 
,kc), -,;J, rlt,Mc Mui,s~ •,..,"f-• 

d. ,.. refusing to authorize an 
:r \ol i>,C' ,11&. 

independent inquiry so as to fix 
,,J1$ ,s Al e,.~1>,,;- If."''~ ~u.>,.- sr .. ,~ .. 

the blame" Those who are at "11t¥t • 

fault must be punished. 

D. ~e only solutions that I consider essentialA,(.!' 
-f1l:@o \ 
1. -the Be_gin Goverrwaent §.hould resignoe, 6,,.. 

-r"'tt,..,11 Qtl' * df~,,..: ,.., ,. ~,--,u'ls.tr vor.r o;J. 
No Ce>tJ~P.!WCc • 

Internal t ,urmoil will become more 

t 

a. 
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fdl-~~ 
major parties with President Itzchak .. 
Navon serving as Prime Minister. 

Iii~ ,U6 ,-lo Ot&o,O: 6'-f -r0 
3. allow a full, searching, far-ranging 

A. ('),f,/ 
,~,~~'t;!taa to determine if ,::,.:1:s 
were culpable vis a vis the massacres. 

,~p:.-.. M,tA..$-t' 
4. ~declare a total cessation in the 

establishment of West Bank settlements 

and simultaneouslt~~~Aiderable authority 
~ oQ~j('AU.tf . 

to <iemerartieall!f f!'lected non-Jewish 
~ • 

Israeli leaders in those communities 

'"' c.~~ ,.,~ 
in which non-Jewish Palestinians liveA 

-!'~ ,s y,4,- TiMc• rb 
5. ~ utilize the multi-national force to 

w,..,.., 
police Beirut ana ee Israel will"'-'~'-• i->6' ,... 

..pnllr its army well to the south of 
&,,,Jr, 

this area, and -ee ready to leave ,... 
... 1 I 

ban . d. l hi ; ;j Liv Le on imme iate y wen.Syria.,.. 

/$ forced
1
by the international communit~ 

to move out of Lebanon, too. 
~u,.A-~~Ll) 

6. 1ake the initiative to get the newly 

established Lebanese government, 

plus those of Jordan and Syria, to 

\ 

I 

I \ 
\ 

\ 
\ 

\ 
I 
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1tJ 1)11lt 

~!) e-l•k 111,0.J 
the conference table wi~•,,. the 4 

<o 
United States

4
function .. as the 

facilitator so as to broaden the 

scope of the camp David Accords. 

lfllt/'- ~.-'-" 
7.~f-ttempt to reverse world opinion by 

making amends with African nations 
1.fut Ir •:,. 1TS 

who could use~ ~echnical skills 

as they attempt to prepare for life 

in the 21st century. 

What are we to do and not do? 

A Tl4! • _LJ, _. ;: 

1. ,..lways distinguishing betweenA I.sraela n..~..-~ 

and any particular sitting govern-

o-\'1. tLvf _ 

ment, I am opposed to punishing theA c!l~~-
-r"41. A,Ma.,,:nt.....,-.wA-lb -nuC-JCW.o~ 

1J•sbc by ~~withholding Saie~,,~~ 
Q(."'....,., t,t I-ti C..,,t7' .. ,c.,N~ ~ ;,.i/Utlt1llt.. 

funds anJ~ 41: p•i.1s1••e :upport.,: wo,t 1'fl..J 

•~4Je,O",sc3 ~. ' 
a. ~onies raised by our Jewish 

... -. . 
Federation Council assist a ·host·-· ..... _ 

,su,ea.~ 
of health, education, and welfare 

" agencies and institutions. They 

sorely need our support. 

b. ~e Israel Bonds Organization} 
~ tJ,-1-otM .,J.r""'••u~ -r-o.wo~ 

provides capital for the nation's 
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economic development. We need 

to be responsive---- ,.,s ~,_,"'._, A,•,-~, Pdll Wf'5 ,I IW M ct,(~ -,,,MJ -:;:Jut .&.~-. c. ARZA renders assistance to Reform 

Judaism's programs and projects 
• ~ ttdo"--t .:r~ there. We have a responsibility ,... 

to give aid. 

d. I'm sure that you can cite other 

groups which warrant our assistance• d t:wl--, 
rfYAWord.of caution is to be sure 

that none of them stands in the 

way of either the Reform or 
~1).a,,~ .,~ Conservative Jeu:i:eh Heva■onca.t , r"P-A~- Mtr -r~s.r ~'1 wk//M.,.• i making inroads~J.y ~oi• attempting 

to negate our authenticity in 

the World Jewish Congress, the 
,"5 CetJs,-,,«MMs (Jr Jewish Agency es: theie1t1!11a the 
~ 

•• l • ~ ~C.L Orthodox Rabbinate. ,,vti,4 MA,te. !> -76 6',_- -,,;J..-, I( L-C..1 ._, • 
I believe that when~ Israeli 

government takes a step which we consider 
to be an erroneous one, we should ,J,t;#t.1 
be critical. 

I 
I 
I . 

', 

,r 
I 

I 

r 
I 
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t>,IL IS A.c..c.. -roo o,F-1'.a.l 
a. A. silence ■ay ee interpreted "'1 s....,.c.r 

as approval. 

b. ~ have the means to make our 

voices heard through the organized 

Jewish community and as indiv-

-r'• ISA4-..:t iduals communicating li,r ua5 ef 

~ Consul General~~-
a-A ~ f"o /Stt,,U4. 

c. 4 loyalty 
4 

does not require us to 

be deaf and blind. To the 

F1UA contrary, because of our,_,ties 

,J.111>~ with Israel, our views m:r ■, be heard. 

d. {/.egarding such criticism voiced in 
w11',I -,~- w-'o ~ public, I disagree that to speak out 

A 

is traitorous, that our comments CNM-1 

provide sustenance for Israel's 

enemies. However, I certainly 

think that our words should be 

carefully chosen and that we must 

know all the facts before we 

go public. 

I I 
I 

I 
I 
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~: 
3. liven in the midst ofAtroubled times, 

our regularly going on tour to Israel 

~ is a sign of our interest•Mlli support­, I\ 

'k•• is priceless. 
,~ '-1.J 6t!'1~..,._ a. here is a way
4 

to become~informed 

b. this is the means by which opinions 
A.,-ww\llJ -'"••~4tls ~ hll.lk~, s can be expressed~one-on-one. 

c. I know of no better way to shore -,~,~~ 
up fellcJJews who so often feel IS1>LM~. ~ 

-that t:hey have been abandoned. 
k tDJc .. ~'4~.JC. 

d. we ought to &ROO\Hla,e those young 
A 

people and adults who express some 

:.:-.-·:tntetest tn ·:making Aliya~ll ✓too 

often we allow our own fears to ' Lw,..ac; IA~ff•~.J<. otF substitute for s11'l3art. 
,r -r,J,z,(. ~ "' 1t-i I ~ 

4. _J,,n like measure, I believeAwe must 

be ardent in our defense of Israel 

when She is being victimized. 

a. terrorist attacks on Her soil 

or against Her representatives 

in foreign lands require our 

cries of outrage, and our 



\ 
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soliciting similar responses 

from our non-Jewish friends~ ,.,,,_ -t,'dll A 

U~&ial a. )As'1',t>,i(;X1 ~ 
b. "editorial comments, "cartoons and ILL· ' • 

commentaries plus slanted news stories 
~ 

tl' t.J i$A.At1L 
~t distort and hit

4
below the 

belt.,need•to be vigorously 

challenged. 

c. hurtful statements or activities 

by Churchmen and others demand our 

mounting a campaign in which we CtMflltW'1 

voice our indignation. 

d. ~dministration and Congressional 

efforts to weaken Israel or to put 
~-rMt•'!'f A~f 

Her in Jeopardy should be challenged 
A. .. f • A 

by us.■eet :Jdt51. f• 
5. :J.ii other words, we are bound by 

our belief, our history, and by 
A-1 IJ.Ja-ut> 

world events toAisrael's fate--

this partnership is an ever-active 

one; i~ suffers when we are passive, 
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LII. Conclusion 

A. Israel has the means to turn today's 

trauma into tomorrow's triumph. We have 

a responsibility to play a role as "Lovers 
of Zion". 

B. jt is long past due for Israel's govern­

ment to start anew~ for our government A,atf.&.tl ~ 
to Jae. supportiveA for Israel's traditional 

A A~~"'f enemies_~.~take their le~rom EgyptAtf..~J~ ~~~~~~J/1 P~i';z'.lf.-';f-l:'-c C. Jr'ways is the time for .. Israel to be 'f • 
t d • • l ~c;Dt~U.: an ex raor inary singu ar State.wl-a.!J,e > 

twas David ben Gurion who wrote: 

"The State of .Israel will prove itself 

not by ma~erial wealth, n?~ by militazy 

might nor by technical achievement, but 

by its moral character and its high 

human ·values." ,..,.,~. _ 
-rlHlf i;11u..'-'S U$ E • .&2 y the current crisis be the spring-IT AleA~, 1$,t,IJA. A 

board to P••P••=ltt back on course for its 

" own well-being, for the benefit of all Jews, 

I 

i 
1 i 
• I 

i I 
I 

I I I and ultimately for the good of all humanity. I J' --(~Lf, -'f1Jlr/ 1-I,°'$~ ,l,,o /$ - ~,$ '. · M )f,.J' A!i,1" M r,N 1 . / 
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Eve of Rosh Hashana 5743 "The Poisoned Land" 

by Rabbi ~lbert Friedlander 

MY DEAR FRIENDS: The last day of Ellul has ended. These are the opening mements 
of the first ot Tishri, of the year 5 7 4 3. But these last days of the old year have 
been filled with a bitter harvest, the product of the violence which has been planted 
within our society, which has poisoned the world in which we live. In Rome, the 
Vatican has welcomed the leader of world-wide terrorism. The Pope has been shown 
standing next to Mr Arafat . - the man who has just gained great advantage from the 
murder of Mr Bashir Gerriayel, the President-elect of the Lebanon. At the very least, 
there is a lack of sensitivity and of understanding in that Papal action which has caused 
much damage to the quest for peace. And, with Mr Gemayel murdered, the banked 
fires of the Lebanon have flared up again, and we can only hope and pray that the 
frail cease-fire will hold and that new violence will not erupt in that tortured land. 

The last moments of the old year have been filled with other pain and grief. 
Planes have fallen from the skies. Brave men dedicated to saving lives have been lost 
at sea. And a fairy tale has had an unhappy ending. The death of Princess Grace of 
Monaco is more that an unfortunate driving accident. In our world, we need dreams, 
legends, fairy tales. Grace Kelly supplied us with such a story: the actres.1 who became 
a princess, who served her people, was loved by them, and who gave us the assurance 
that beauty does have meaning and purpose in our world. In our time, the acting 
·profession has supplied us with political leaders: Greece, The Argentine - and elsewhere. 
But there was something special about Princess Grace of Monaco - and we shall miss 
the name that was quenched in the last days of the dying year. Truly, this last week 
has been a bitter harvest: 

There is a rabbinic story which tells of a time of bitter harvest: ONCE, 
there was a fair land, isolated from the rest of the world. It was surrounded 
by high mountains, and the mountain passes were often closed for decades, 
filled with snow and ice. The land was dependent upon itself. But the 
harvests were rich, and the people were kind to each other. They were 
happy, and their culture nourished. 

The time came when the counsellors of the king came to him with 
anguish and distress. "We are destroyed!" they said. "Somehow, a poison 
has sprung up within our produce. No one will be able to eat the food of 
our land without becoming mad. But if we do not eat the food, we shall die." 

The king withdrew into his chamber and pondered deeply upon the 
matter. Then, he called the wisest of the counsellors into his room. "We 
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Eve of Rosh Hashana 5743 "The Poisoned Land" 

must all eat the food, else we shall die," said the king. ''Therefore, we 
shall go mad. But you must eat less than all the rest, and must use what 
is left of the old food. •• ·And, each day, you must go through the land, to 
the palace and to the villages. You must tell all of us, day after day, 
without fail: "Remember that you are mad! Remember that you ·are mad!" 

I. 

"Remember that you are mad" - we !!:!. mad, and live in a world which poisons 

us each day. We are poisoned by a madness endemic in our society which can no 

longer believe in itself, in its institutions, and in God. It is a world which rushes from 

one madnes., to the next, a world which has grown so insecure that it prefers to believe 

the worst of human beings, and • is no longer able to give trust and confidence to anyone. 

The Lebanon is only one example of many. Without judging all aspects of this connict, 

without justifying the mad militarism of Sharon and Begin, we can and must say to 

one another that WE are mad if we join the multitude who blindly condemn Israel and 
see it as the cause of all the suffering in the Lebanon. 

When all the television cameras of the world brought us pictures of destroyed 

buildings, few pointed out that many of those buildings were destroyed in the course 

of the last seven years by the PLO and the Syrians. When the casualty lists rose above 

the number of inhabitants in a city, few bothered to correct the figures once the truth 

was known. Why? Our concern tonight has to go beyond the Lebanon, has to ask 

WHY THIS MAD AND POISONED WORLD WANTED TO BELIEVE EVERY POSSIBLE 

EVIL ABOUT ISRAEL AND ABOUT THE JEWISH PEOPLE. Let me put it simply: the 

poison of antisemitism - that long-lived madness - continues to be part of the atmosphere 

around us. It does not dominate the outside world. We must not see an antisemite 
in every critic of Israel. But the current situation has made it possible for antisemitism 

to become respectable again - to say 'Israeli' and mean 'Jew', to condemn out of 

hatred and not out of knowledge. We must not be infected by that illness. It is so easy 

to conform, to mouth the same criticism and thus remove ourselves from it, to mimic 

madness and then to acquire it.' But there is basic principle to Jewish life; "Al ti frosh 

min ha-tzibur - do not separate yourself from your community!" It applies here. In 

these days of penitence, we can acknowledge wrongs that were done by our community 

- mistakes ot judgment and false use of force - but we cannot separate ourselves from 

this. But we will not let hate-mongers exalt terrorists at the expense of those who 

reacted against the terror. Nor will we let good people - the Pope - distort reality at 

the expense of truth. And ~ will not ~ mad. We will not hate ourselves. We will 

not hate our neighbours. Our concern for the suffering will contiuue 
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to reach out to the Lebanese and to Palestinians in the year ahead of us. And it will 

be built upon our love tor Israel, upon our knowledge that the only security for that 

embattled· land is built upon true peace with its neighbours. 

II. 

"The harvest is poisoned and the people sicken and grow mad .... " 

The ~reat madness of our time is lack of faith and many of us are afflicted by 

it. How did it happen? Our century is one of faith and belief in materialism. In 

the acquisitive society, humans surrounded themselves with the spoils of economic 

warfare, made them ·their fences, ther protection, their delight and their hope for the 

future. And this vast structure came crashing down upon us. It didn't happen suddenly 

- the end of an economic miracle, an unpredicted recession, a sudden loss of wealth. 

No. Over the course of decades, meaning has seeped out of the structure of materialism 

Our children discovered that there were no real values in a system where corporations 

mattered more that individuals, where every thing and every person had a price. And 

we ourselves view all aspects of our society and of our culture and discover the sickness 
slowly coming to the fore. In other cultures, the stage was the place for religion, and 

the theatre explored the meaning and purpose of its community. Now, with the extension 
of television into a constellation of sateUites filling the sky and purveying material 

goods and pornographic nightmares, the dramas of our day spend less time in the pursuit 

of meaning and more in the tearing down of fell ow human beings. Perhaps we need 

• 

I 

this caustic surgery. Certainly, there are moments when the media are mindful of the , 

moral obligations. In the last two nights, the programme on the gathering of the 

survivors and on 'Auschwitz and the Allies' addressed the conscience of the world. But 

how many watched without turning away? These days, the world wants to be entertained; 

it does not want instruction. And all the visions of destruction only confirmed most 
in their attitude that they did not want to listen - just as their parents had refused -
to listen to Auschwitz. 

~e are mad to accept this pattern of unreason, to substitute a disintegrating 

faith in material things for the tradition which calls us together at this season. 

Secularism, in all its weak innocence, has had its day. A generation earlier, William 

Butler Yeats spoke of the decay of our culture 

• • 
' 

"Things fall apart; the centre cannot hold; 

Mere anarchy is loosed upon the world, 

The blood dim med tide is loosed, and everywhere 

The ceremony of innocence is drowned." 

• 

• 
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If only our artists would at least ask the questions of our time! But much 
of art and literature has lost its way, has created its own rules, its small and limited 
systems, and hides in them while the blood dim med tide washes the shores of our world. 

There are those who would substitute scien~e r or religion, confronting religious 
fundamentalists who would turn religion into science. Both actions are part of the 
sickness or our time. They betray an ignorance of science and of religion. From the 
early days of the Einstien to the scholars of our ti me, science has begun to explore 
the organic nature of a universe which contains humanity and God as part of that 
nature. The 'unified field theory' approaches the Sh'ma as a statement about the 
nature of the Universe; religion and science both describe reality as a munified whole. • -
In that onene_ss, we find elements of change, mind, creative freedom, and cosmic 
purpose. The contingency of God builds · upon human freedom. And in our declaration 
that God is a personal God we come to confront the nature of human suffering, the 
knowledge that we will never finish our journey, that so much of our potential will 
remain unfulfilled. But in our declaration of the personal God we also move away 
from the sickness of our time which denies God, denies human freedom, denies meaning 
and purpose within our lives. 

A few moments ago, we prayed as a congregation: 

" IJ1):J€j\ ¥,c I /1:J 5 ? /I',;::, I p, .~ e .:>e 1J,, r ~ ,. 
"Our God who art in heaven remember thy covenant and forget us not!" 

But if we forget God, shall we be remembered? In these prayers of the machsor, our 
prayerbook for the festival of memorial, we asserted a faith which has brought us and 
our ancestors through valleys of darkness and to the mountain tops ~f faith. Let our 
hearts listen to the words of our mouth. Let our minds be aware of the consequence 
of actions, of justice which must be realized within the context of human freedom. 
The philosopher Alfred North Whitehead as.1erts the role of God as the supreme creativity 
which inspires creative action and thus brings humanity closer to the Divine. In that 
relationship, the justice and judgment which are the basic themes of Rosh Hashana are 
paramount. Whitehead writes: r 

- Page 4 -



Eve of Rosh Hashana 5743 ''The Poisoned Land" 

"The consequent nature ·ot God is his judgment on the world. He saves 
the world as it passes into the immediacy of his own lite. It is the 
judgment of a tenderness which loses nothing that can be saved. It is also 
the judgment of a wisdom which uses what in the temporal world is mere 
wreckage." 

The wreckage of the world in which we live, the newed madness of lives which cannot 
I • 

find meaning by the standards of the market-place - these come to endure and begin 
to flower when they are linked with the religious vision. On this night, and in the 
day ahead, let us begin to believe. 

n1. 

We are back at our starting place, listening to the tale of a poisoned ha.rvest, 
seeing it in the reality of death in the Lebanon and in papal fallability. According to 
our story, the wise man survived and did not become mad because he had eaten of the 
old harvest, stored from eariier days. Our ancient store is found in our prayerbooks, 
in the traditions of the past, the institutions of the present. It is found in our 
experiences, in our life and its affirmations of Judaism. Tonight, we can resolve to 
separate ourselves from the madness which affects this world, from the poison that 
has set human beings against one another. "You are mad" is what we must say to a 
world which has not yet unlearned antisematism. "You are mad to place the anguish 
and pain caused by the three armies which invaded the Lebanon upon one people!" 
"You are mad to worship power and material gain in a world which needs the assurance 
of Avinu Malkenu, of God as the source of justice!" " You are mad to hate when you 
must learn to love!" "0 world, you are mad!" 

One of the survivors of Auschwitz told us how she enabled others to survive. 
"I told them stories" she said. "And the stories had happy endings." Not all stories 
end that way; but the story of our life has only begun. This Is the evening. of the first 
day of the New Year. It Is the tim~ when we chose life over death, sanity over 
madness, love instead of hate. That wise man in the story was not always right. He 
must have been mad at times; and so are we. But it we help each other in the year 
ahead, if we care for eaqh other, if we show concern -

the New Year can be a year of blessing, 

and we may be inscribed for a year of peace: 

L'SHANA TOVA TIKATEVU!! 

AMEN 
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Rosh Hashana 5743 "The Last Sacrifice" 

by Rabbi Albert Friedlander 

We have listened to the sound of the Shofar - and now we know that the New 
Year is truly part of our life. More than prayers, meditations, and explanations of 
Rosh Hashana, it is the t'keeah, sh'varim, t'ruah, of the ram's horn which cuts through 
our confusions and reminds us that we are the people Israel assembled in worship before 
the throne of judgment. The shofar calls us to order. It reminds us of past sacrifices 
- of the very ram sacrificed in place of Isaac on that ancient mountain top. For it is 
in the mystery of the binding of Isaac that we find the innermost meaning of this day. 
Each year, we peel away another level of meaning - ar:id so much more is left. How 
can we live in a world where children may be sacrificed? Where parents die alone? 
Where our brothers die of thirst in the wilderness? 

There is a rabbinic re-telling of the Akedah the Binding of Isaac - in which 
the dimensions of our problem come into view: 

"Dark and hidden was Abraham's way to Mt. Moriah. He went to 
sacrifice his son, to hear the word of God and to fulfill it. The devil, in 
his dark coat of invisibility, stood at every cross-road and whispered to 
Isaac: 'Your father wants to murder you! Attack! Defent'.I yourself!' But 
Isaac and Abraham were wrappeq in their garment of EMUNA, were united 
bu confidence and faith. Hand in hand, they walked on together, unto the 
mountain, towards a God who did not want human sacrifice, towards God 
who sent them back into the land of the living. 

Dark and hidden was also the way of the devil. When he did not 
succeed in destroying the trust between father and son, he made his way 
to Sarah. She was alone in the house, waiting for husband and son. The 

. devil came to Hebron on the third day, when Abraham and the unbound 
Isaac were already on their way home to Sarah. 'Sarah!' moaned the devil, 
'do you know what happened? Do you know why the two left you? You 
must have guessed - Abraham wanted to kill your son! And he did it. The 
knife entered into the heart, the body went up in flames. Now he is 
coming back. He will be here almost at once, the urn with your son's ashes 
in his hand!" 

Dark and hidden was the way of Sarah. She entered the way of 
suffering and died in anguish. The Bible confirms this with the text: 

"Sarah died in Hebron, and Abraham came to mourn for her .. " 

That is the way Rabbi Tanchuma tells the story. He knew that there 
is no passage through the night, no encounter (with??) the devil, where 
death does not demand its sacrifices. The Akedah, the Testing of Abraham, 
demands them. 

"Who died?" "The ram" says the Bible. 
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"Isaac" whispered the deviJ. 
"The parents" taught Rabbi Tanchuma. 
"Ishmael" says Mohammed. 
"God" taught Saul of Tarsus. 

But which answer shall we give this morning? 

It should be clear to us that all of the answers are part of the Jewish tradition, 

to be explored by us. But in a curious way, the answer by the Koran - that it was 
Ishmael who was killed - must take precedence on this day. We are directed towards it 
by the Anguish of the Lebanon, by the Israeli troops again occupying Beirut. But we 

may also remind ourselves that in all traditional synagogues this morning the reading 

is not the Binding of Isaac - that is tomorrow's text. Today, the chapter read from 

the Torah is Genesis 21. Abraham sends Hagar and Ishmael into the desert. It is the 

same story: Ishmael would have died of thirst - but an angel of the Lord brings 
salvation at the last moment. The blessing which comes to Abraham and Isaac on Mt. 
l\1oriah· also comes to Hagar and Ishmael in the wilderness: Ishmael will be the ancestor 

. . 
of • a great and numerous people. Through Ishmael, Abraham becomes the founding 

father of the Arab nations. And the descendents of Ishmael and Isaac, Arabs and Jews, 
are conscious of being brothers as they wrestle with one another through the ages, 
down to our times. 

We may well talk about the sacrifice of Ishmael this morning. Last night, we 

stressed our love for Israel, our concern for its security, which must in the end be 

established upon peace between Israel and its neighbours. Our compassions for the 
Lebanese and the Palestinians rises out of this love, out -of this knowledge that Ishmael 

and Isaac are brothers. Both brothers were abandoned py their neighbours. It was the 

cllous disregard for the suffering . of the Palestinians by their Arab neighbours which led 
to. th~ refugee problem. More: the refugees were created as a political tool by their 
Arab brethren in a cynical exercise designed to destroy the new state of Israel. And 
Israel these days also stands alone and isolated. A few days ago, EJie Wiesel said in 

New York: "we are so utterly alone these days - we feel totally abandoned!" And 

nevertheless, an . article of • his, published in the Jewish Chronicle, drew attention to 

the fact that the Israeli Ministry of }iealth had offered free medical care to all the 

Lebanese wounded - but, of course, the off er went unnoticed by the world press. Wi~sel 

also said: 
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"In truth, throughout the world Jews feel the need to do something for the 
Lebanese civilian population. They have a feeling of responsibility for what 
has happened." and he continued "we ought to mobilize our resources and 
our efforts. Let our physicians take care of the sick; let our instructors 
go out there to teach in the schools; let our philanthropists help to rebuild 
the houses, the hearths that have benen destroyed. As Jews, as human 
beings, we ought to see this as our first priority. Let us do this with 
Israel, and for Israel." -
We are so often confused these days in regard to Israel. Phalanxes of the 

traditional rabbinate have marched through newspaper columns proclaiming their 10096 
support of Mr Begin's policies. I find this strange and somewhat revolting - not least 
because I do not see the rabbinate blessed with particular political knowledge. Most 
of the American leadership, including the Conference of Presidents, have come out in 
favour of certain aspects of President Reagan's plan. It does seem clear to me that 
the free democracy operating in Israel permits the espousal of different political 
solutions - and that Jews all over the world can exercise the same rights and disagree 
with Mr Begin's military solutions. Where we can all agree is upon the need for 
humanitarian action. The Binding of Ishmael - the suffering of our fellow human beings 
- must be part of our Rosh Hashana meditation. 

According to the M ishna, 

"The world is judged at four seasons: at Passover, in regard to grain; on 
the Feast of Weeks, in regard to the fruit of the tree; on Rosh Hashana, 
all the inhabitants of the world file before God. As it is said: He that 
f ashioneth the hearts of them all, that considereth all their doings (Ps. 
33:15). On the Feast of Succot, the world is judged in regard to rain .. ' 

Our hearts and our doings are examined today; but the matter does not end there. 
The world goes on, blessings of food, of fruit are part of every festival, and we are 
judged on the manner of our sharing it with others. Here, in this congregation, we 
must make a major err ort to bind up the wounds of Ishmael, to give beyond our 
abundance. The Ten Days of Penitence are followed by Succot, by the rejoicing in 
the harvest. It is a time of sharing, and it is the season when we complete our 
penitence. Forgive a side remark, but, in the confessing of our sins, I often reflect 
upon Succot when so few of our members contribute to the fruits and decorations of 
our succah - and now I would make it the symbol of our generosity to the Lebanon and 
to Israel! Yet I also know thaf these Days of Penitence are a time or turning, of 
change and or growth. The mystery of the Akedah must send us out into the world 
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to help those in need - and it will also bring us back into our community to repair 

the breaches, to rebuild the sanctuary from which we draw our strengh. 

Who died on that mountain top? The parents, said Rabbi Tanchuina. And there 

are many ways of entering into that saying. Last Thursday night, the showing of 

"Auschwitz and the Allies" on television reminded the world of an Akedah where all 

were sacrificed: father, mother and child. The . French scholar Andre Neher has 

examined Elie Wiesel's book Night as an Akedah description: 

From beginning to the end, this first story of Wiesel is a writing 
again of the Akedah in the dark light of the night of Auschwitz. Father 
and son go the way of the sacrifice, imprisoned in the silence of God, 
burned by the flames of reality - and - if the Akedah of the Bible were 
reality, everything would happen to Abraham and to Isaac as it is told in 
the book Ni~ht. 

But t en it would be played as a counter-piece; not as the father 
who leads the son to the sacrifice, but as a son who leads the father, puJls, 
carries and brings him to the place of sacrifice - the old, dead-tired father. 
That Abraham would stumble, stop, complain against the son: "I can't! Let 
us rest! I want to die here .. ~" and then, at the cross roads, they would 
not have seen a light upon the mountain at the end of the way, they would 
have chosen a way at random and said to one another: ''I hope we will not 
regret it!" - just as the fat her and son in Auschwitz, who decided to leave 
Auschwitz on the next transport. The Russians freed it two days later, 
but fat her and son let themselves be brought to Buchenwald, · where the 
father died." 

(L'Exil de la Parole: du silence biblique ... ) 

-- We cannot and will not remain in the contemplation of that anguish until the end 

of our days. But we cannot block out the past. It is said that those who do not 

remember the past are doomed to repeat it. And an American thinker added that 

those who only remember the past are also doomed to repeat it. We are open to the 

present, to new anguish and to new hope. What we have learned from the past, what 

we repeat to ourselves on Rosh Hashana is that hopes can be destroyed, that moral 

teachings cannot only be ignored but transformed into blatant immorality. Rabbi Hugo 

Gryn, speaking in Thursday night's Auschwitz program me, pointed out that the Nazis 

had claimed the role of God for themselves and had reversed the Ten Commandments 

into a devil's litany: "They had brought the Jews back into an even darker Egypt; they 

had maoe images of themselves for worship; had taken God's name in vain; had 

stolen, murdered, . envied ..... " 

Is . it any wonder than that we can hear the echo of those Christian teachings 

who see the . Akedah as the death of God, even if followed by a resurrection? we are 

not free to take that . answer when we look upon the question: "who died on the mountain 
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top?" . Beyond the darkn_~ss, we affirm light. In a unverse of anguish, we believe In a 

God who cares, who perhaps mourn the dreadful gift of freedom he has given humanity, 

the feedom to love and to hate, to give Jife and to take it. Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, 

writing in Friday's Jewish Chronicle, expresses some of our doubts and fears, our 

anxieties and our _hopes, as he reflects upon the binding of Isaac: 

"If we had with us today one of the old masters of Chassidic prayer, he 
might have had the words for a post-Holocaust Rosh Hashana. 'Master of 
the Universe' - he would have said - 'the shofar we blow is more than a 
symbol. It ~s the horn of the ram of Isaac rescued from the ashes. 
Do what You will to Your people; they will not leave you. Still they ask 
to be inscribed in Your Book of Life. After everything - can You refuse 
them?"' 

The process of judgment begins with the defendant appearing in Court. We have 

come here. We have meditated together, we have prayed together. During the Ten 

Days of Penitence, we c~n continue this process, can learn together, can work towards 

a better future. The rabbinic question continues to reverberate through our texts: 

"Who died?" "Who was sacrificed?" The answer is given by all of us - and all is 

contained within our own lives. Each day, we are sacrificed and sacrifice others. Each 

day, we mourn the suffering of Isaac and see behind him, a mirror image of suffering, 

his brother. Ishmael. The tears of Hagar and of Sarah fall upon the barren ground, and 

a million children fill the darkness behind the barbed wire. We leave Egypt and enter 

it agian, and the commandments of our faith are despised and rejected in the world 

around us. 

Last night, we spoke of the poison which fills our world, the madness which 

takes hold of us as we conform to the norms of our society. This morning, walking 

with Abraham, we have climbed the high mountain tops of faith, where return is always 

possible, where repentance is a category of life. The ram's horn has sounded in our 

midst. It has called us to return and to repentance, to understanding and to action 

in which we can redeem ourselves. At the end of the Shofar service, we will hear 

the T'KEEAH G'DOLAH, the great sound of hope which fills our tradition with the 

knowledge that there is light beyond the darkness. Cautiously, let us accept its message. 

There is so much we will not be able to achieve next year. 

But we can give some help. 

And we can be concerned ... and pray ... and hope -

may all who suffer - may humanity be inscibed for blessing in the 

Book of Lite: L ' S H A N A T O V A H T I K A T E V U • A M E N 
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by Rabbi Albert Friedlander 

My dear friends: it is so very diffficult to speak to you tonight. All over the 

world, the sermons prepared by rabbis for Kol Nidre have had to be discarded: not 

because they were unrelated to the themes of this most sacred moment of Jewish life; 

not because they were not central to our basic teachings - but because our life has 

changed during the past week. What we would have said last week or two days ago is 

no longer relevant to what we have to say tonight. What we .would have confessed 

during our ritual of atonement no longer suffices for the condition of the world at this 

moment. 

This is not a total indictment of ourselves, of the Jewish people, of the teachings 

of Judaism. It is not that . the prayers or lectures of past years are no longer relevant. 

On the contrary: the basic truths of our tradition, the fundamental insights concerning 

sin and repentance are more important than ever; and we must find our way back to 

them. But the very essence of Judaism is found in the changes and chances of life, in 

the ;existential thrust of events to which we and our teachings respond, in which we 

develop and grow. 

NO ONE COULD HAVE PREDICTED THAT A JEWISH COMMUNITY. WOULD 

EVER BE CHARGED WITH EVEN INDIRECT PARTICIPATION IN A MASSACRE. But 

the charge has been made. The horror of Beirut has somehow been placed upon our 

doorstep. In the cities of England, marchers have proclaimed us murderers. All of us, 

in one way or another, have had to confront friends, neighbours and even foes who 

have demanded some explanation from us concerning the murder of the Palestinians in 

the refugee camps of Beirut. What answer can we give: as individuals, as a community, 

as Jews filled with anguish and pain at the sufferings of fellow human beings? 

Let us begin with the situation in which we find ourselves. It is Kol Nidre Eve, 

the time of confession, of self-appraisal, the moment when we stand before the Throne 

of Judgment. Our main concern tonight is NOT to justify ourselves and our people in 

the sight of others. Of course it is important to talk with our neighbours. In some 

ways, it is a necessary act of self-defence against libellous accusations, against an old 

hatred of Jews, a new hatred ot lsfrael. So few are asking: "Why did Christian Arabs 

commit these murders?" So many say: "Why did the Israelis permit this?" And where is 
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the inquiry for the real criminals, for the climate of violence, the cycle of revenge, 

the k.illing of Gemayel, • the ~esponse of the Phalangists? _ 

It w~s only in yesterday (Saturday's) TIMES, that Clifford Longley finally asked that 

basic question, pointing out why all Christians must bear the blame for Beirut. He said: 

"Whether or not Jews stood guiltily by - outside the Palestinian refugee 
camps, the fingers that pulled the trigger were Christian. If the West is 
not to fall into the antisemitic trap that lies just ahead, its outrage at 
the Beirut massacres needs rapidly to acquire a sense of shame. This was 
a Christian atrocity . 
••• 
Guilt by religious association is apparently one or those vices of human 
reaction for which there is no effective answer. Were it based on logic 
and more fact, it would respond to better logic and more fact. It is no 
more reasonable to hold Jews in general somehow to blam·e for the events 
surrounding the Beirut outrage than to hold the Archbishop of Canterbury 
responsible r or the actions of the so-called Christian gunmen who perpetrated 
it. 

Shame by religious association is another matter. It would not be 
unreasonable of the Archbishop of Canterbury to declare his horror that 
the name of Christian should be born by those who shoot down innocent 
people in cold blood .... "The word 'Christian' has been dishonoured." 

What Clifford Longley says to his community, he also says to us. We will not 

judge guilt without knowing the tacts. But we already know enough to feel shame. 

The question remains - asked by us as well, asked by our tradition: could and did 

Jews stand by and permit such actions? Violent actions are part of the world· in which 

we live, they are particularly part of the Middle East. And the world did not cry out 

when the Syrians murdered 25,000 when they came to the Lebanon. It has not asked 

about the 100,000 killed in the Civil War after the PLO and the Syrians entered. But it 

is precisely because Israel was not part of this process of killing in the past that we 

must now a~k ourselves: how could Israel have become involved? The theme of Yorn 

Kippur is human weakness. ARE WE THAT WEAK, was Israel so weak that it could 

become enmeshed in such a situation? 

Calm and sober analysis is needed · at this point. The facts must be permitted 

to speak for themselves; and we have to listen to those who were inv_olved. A few 

days ago, more that 30 progressive rabbis went to the Israeli Embassy in order to 

discuss all aspects of this tragedy. It was an informal, off-the-record meeting; and 

we were asked to make no direct quotes. But what was said was echoed by the 

spokesmen of Israel who have appeared in public print since that meeting; and something 

of a unified picture is beginning to emerge. our meeting began with a statement from 
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the rabbinate in which we indicated our own approach and our basic questions. · A few 
paragr~phs from that statement are relevant here: 

"Not all of the rabbis assembled are of one ·mind ~egarding the war 
in the Lebanon ... but on ·many things we are united. They include our love 
for Eretz Yisrael and our commitment to M'dinat Yisrael, which are 
unalterable. Therefore, too, whatever democratically elected Government 
is in power in Israel at any time, we shall always want to interpret its 
policies l'chaf z'chut, in the most favoura~Je light possible - subject to our 
honest perception of the truth, and subject to our loyalty, to which we 
must always give the highest priority, to the moral principles of the Jewish 
faith which it is our vocation to teach. • 

•••••• 
It goes without saying that we were deeply grieved by the Josses 

which the Israeli forces sustained in the operation and that we have been 
thinking with the utmost sympathy of the more that 300 bereaved families. 
It also goes without saying that, like the people of Israel, we have been 
profoundly distressed by the many thousands ·or casualties suffered by the 
Lebanese and the Palestinian civilians. About all that we are unanimous. 

Likewise, we are at one in the indignation we have felt at the many 
evidences of bias against Israel on the part of the media, both in their 
coverage of the war and in their coverage of the Beirut massacres ... 

But let us proceed to the ma~acres,. to the questions we want to ask: 

1. • Why was it necessary for the IDF to enter West Beirut after the 
departure of the PLO? 

2. • In doing so, did they not assume responsibility for the safety for the 
Palestinians in the refugee camps? 

3 . 

4. 

Was it not a grave dereliction of that responsibility to allow Christian 
militia to enter that city? 

Can you give us any further information about the identity of the 
militia and about the sequence of events, eg. when did the local 
commander and Mr Begin's Cabinet first learn about the massacres 
and take action to stop them? 

(statement from John Rayner for Council of Reform 
and Liberal Rabbis) 

We may or may not agree with the attitudes expressed by the rabbis; we may 
or may not feel that these were the basic questions to be asked. But on Kol Nidre 
night, when .we examine our vows, the vows made by the Israeli government must also 
be open to examination. Last Thursday night, a large group from our congregation 

met here at Kent House to ask themselves the same questions regarding the tragedy. 
We started with the earlier history of the events which is basic to our understanding. 

Af that time, and the day before, in the Embassy, some answers emerged which may 

be helpful to us . 
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"Why did Israel enter Beirut?" Our friends tel1 us that Beirut was entered 
precisely to avert bloodshed. Israel knew that Phalangists and the Muslim Left has 

old scores to settle, knew that the PLO had left mountains of weapons in the houses 
of Beirut; and it wanted to turn over full authority to .the Lebanese forces as soon as 

possible. The Leba~ese were slow; their auxiliaries, the _ Christian militia, were quicker. 
As late as Thursday morning, Israeli officers begged the Lebanese to take over. They 
did not do so. It seems _they assisted in what appeared to them to be an operation of 

. war - but was slaughter! This must be examined. 

But - that ·only leads to the ~econd question: "Did Israel assume responsibility for 
• the safety of the camp~?" There · is no way of saying NO to that question. Israeli 

soldiers surround.ed the camp. Israel was _responsible: it e_ntered West Beirut to assume 

responsjbility! Even if there had not been a military presence, the laws -of Judaism .and . . 
. ·of h_umanity _t.e11 us that we ~ our brother's keeper. Where were we? Where .was 

. Israel? Israel's spokemen say that it only contro1led three sides of the camp, that the 
Lebanese were · on the fourth side, that the killers entered there . . But soldiers have eyes 

to see and ears to hear. If TV crews could film carnage, what of the watchmen of 
the c-ity? Watchmen, what of the night? 

The killers entered. "Who were they?" Mr Sharon spoke for an hour to the 

Knesset, indicating that the killers were the Phalangists, taking revenge for their 
murdered leader. Others have given evidence that it was ·Major Haddad's group, which 

is far more closely identified with Israel. But no m·atter how they entered they should 

not have entered. And as to whom they were, that must be established by a court of 

inquiry with the power to subpoena, which has up to . now been rejected by the ls~aeli 

government, even though President Navon has demanded it; even though major figures 
in the Begin government have resigned in protest against the Cabinet's refusal to perm it 

such a full inquiry. The spirit of Israel is not one which rejects inquiry. The Embassy 

spokesman reminded us of a small incident a few months ago·: An English tourist 
claimed to have been beaten by two Israeli girl soldiers. Israel did not believe it: 
"our girls don't do such things!" But they investigated. It was true. The girl soldier 
who had beaten the woman was sent to prison; and the girl soldier who had just looked 

on was also punished. And there must be an inquiry to determine "Who were the 

murderers in the Lebanon?"; and an inquiry to determine: "Who looked on? Who could 

have stopped this? Who did not stop this?" 

l\7e have now heard that in the end Israel intervened and stopped greater massacres 

from happening. I beJieve that. But what happened between Thursday and Saturday, 
when reports were already at hand, when the Cabinet went to their synagogues 
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without having taken action. How could they pray? Were they just foolish? Uninformed? 
Were they blind and deaf? Or did they say: "Am I my brother's keeper?" We are not 
in the position of · being judge and jury, not when we ourselves stand in judgement on 
Kol Nidre night. We do not yet know all the facts. But that is why there must be 
an inquiry. Israel's Chief of Staff gave out five different stories covering the massacre 
during the past week. They show confusion, anger and concern. They do not give us 
the facts which a committee of inquiry can and must establish for us. We must know 
how much information the Cabinet had. We must know - and not gue~ - why Mr 
Begin refuses to be influenced by 100,000 marchers. Until we know, we cannot judge. 
But in the Divine Court, judgment is being made and sealed into the Book of Life. And 
we must understand that this judgment also concerns us: we are part of the Jewish 
community, and we are part of the world community, which permitted this massacre 
to take place, and which should have spoken out earlier, when Lebanon was being 
dismembered. 

There are so many ways which we 

responsible and concerned human beings. 

own guilt on this evening of KOL NIDRE. 

must walk in our determination to become 

There are so many ways of discovering our 

It is so easy to join Mr Begin in his basic 
response which I believe to be at the heart of his complex manoeuvres today . . 1 believe 
that the Prime Minister of Israel and his Cabinet have not reacted to the massacre in 
the refugee camps, but to the world's reacti-on to these events. He defends himself 
against the enemies of Israel, against the new antisemitism which has been given 
enormous weapons to use against us. Very well. He MUST respond to those reactions . 
But more than anything else, he must respond to the actual tragedy. Some grief has 
been expressed, but always in the context: "Don't teach us about suffering! Have you 
for got ten the Holocaust?" At th is point, it is blasphemy to use the tragedy of the Six 
Million as an answer to the massacre of ·the Six Hundred. 

We, too - and that is our sin tonight - have been too much concerned with the 
reactions to the massacre rather than with the actual event. What can we say? How 
can we defend ourselves? How shall we answer our neighbours? I think that there will 
be facts, that there will be answers, that the world in time will condemn the actual 
murderers and veer away from the onlookers. Meanwhile, it is important for us and 
Israel to show total concern for the tragedy, to give help where it is needed, to 
acknowledge responsibility where it does exist - and it does exist! 

The Israeli military authorities in Beirut introduced armed members of the 
Christian militia into the Palestinian camps, men of Damour filled with the spirit or 
revenge. They had to know what this meant. Mr Shimon Peres pointed this out in -
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the Knesset, saying: "You don't have to be exceptionally wise: it's enough to be a 
village policeman to know what the consequences would be." 

(?) As Conor Cruise O'Brien summarizes this in today's OBSERVER:· 

"to let loose Christian militias into the Palestinian camps, with a mission 
to 'fiush out terrorists', was to license a massacre. And the massacre was 
allowed to proceed, apparently for a day and a half, before the Israeli 
forces put a stop to it." 

It is not that Israel is worse than the countrie~ surrounding it. Its record on 

human rights is far superior, and it is the only democracy in that part of the world. 
The sin we have to confess tonight is that at times it is no better. And IT MUST BE 
BETTER. We know that Israel cares. The streets of Jerusalem and of Tel Aviv ;have 
been filled with those who have expressed their bitter grief at the massacre which has 
taken place. Had it been a Jewish community somewhere in the Arab world, we would 
not have seen such grief expressed by others. And our synagogues throughout the world 
tonight are filled with worshippers who piace the women and children, the young and 
old massacred in Beirut, into the very centre of their prayers. And when we count 
our sins of commission and omission in the day ahead, when we afflict ourselves in 
fasting and in prayer, the events of the past week will fill our hearts. It is said that 

during ((the pilgrim festival we go up to Jerusalem and during)) the Ten Days of 

Penitence we draw upward from earth to heaven; but that on Yorn Kippur God comes 

down from heaven t~ be closer to Israel, to listen to ou~ confessions. God listens. But . . 
we must also listen to our own confessions. As individuals, and as a community, we 

• 

• 

• 

m1=1st acknowledge where we have sinned with intention, and where we have sinned • 
unintentionally. We need not defend ourselves before our neighbours. We must appear 
before God. 

'~Are we so weak?~' we asked at the beginning. "Is it possible for Jews to be 
_guilty ·by-standers ~ho do not act while others are- slaughtered?" It is possible. And 

w_e are weak :. all of us a5'c;embled today. Yorn Kippur, the Sabbath or Sabbaths, comes . . 
to us because .we know of our weakness. We know that we have to acknowledge .o.ur 

-sins, that we must repent, that we can repent: that we can cease to do evil and learn 
• to do good. Sh'muel Agnon, the Nobel Prize winner of Jerusalem, .recorded the following 
ancient text for the beginning of Yorn Kippur: 
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. . 
"It is a wide-spread custom throughout most of the Diaspora for the rabbi 
or . the city to addre~ strong words to the congregation before or after 
Kol Nidre. He ought not to make his sermon long, but speak long enough 
to awaken the people to repentance. He ought to raise his voice in weeping 
that, hearing him, they might awaken their own hearts to Repentance." 

Let us ·weep together, and let us repent. 

O, may all Israel weep; and may we all repent. 

And then, perhaps, humanity will weep and turn from its evil ways. 

AMEN 
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by Rabbi Albert Friedlander 

"Ye shall be holy, tor I the Lord your God am holy .... " 

We read our Torah portion this Yom Kippur mor~ing in order to be instructed in 
~he ways. of repentance; and we find it a difficult task. Last night, contemplating the 
anguish of Beirut, we recogniz~ how far we and the world are from repentance. In 
th~ long . day of our fast, we may come cl~er to it. But how far · are we also from 
holiness - and how distant from God. Where can we -gain the stre,:agth on this day to . 
confess-our sins, to move away from them,· to mak~ the prayers we utter true perceptions 
of ourselves? 

f'J•.;, ~ i.Jll<'.JT> w..,d \'I w·;:,ie-
"Our Father, our King, we have sinned before Thee" 

There are so many sir~ we must confe§. The rabbis teach that were we truly to 
recount them all, there . would be · no end to the days of penitence. That is why the 
traditional texts · have acrostic confessions, limiting the expression of them to the 
number of letters in the alphabet. Even then, every sin listed is found within our lives 
in countless ways: the sin of ignorance, of hatred, of apathy, of standing by idly while 
fellow human beings die - all of these sins drawn together for us these days under 
that dreadful constellation of events which we have named BEIRUT. It is not that this 
is the only sin. Had Beirut not occurred, there would still be much for us to examine 
within our own lives, within our community and the world. But the massacre happened. 
It breaks through all our evasions, it challenges the comfortable pretence that we follow 
a sound ethical system, that our tradition brings holines.1 into th~ world. Last night, 
we called tor an i~ mediate full inquiry into the event. But we must also inquire into 
our own lives. The words of Israel's president Yitzchak Navon apply to us: 
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. . 
"Beyond _all of this, we must not, and we are not allowe~, to pass by what 
has happened and carry on with our routine. our duty towards ourselves 
- towards our image in our own eyes, · and in that part of the civilized world 
of which we consider ourselves a part - is to examine, soon, io an accurate 
manner, by qualified and independent persons, all that has occured in this 

•.. unhappy affair, and if need be, to draw all necessary conclusions · from such 
an examination;" 

.. 
•. It is comforting that these words come from the President of Israel. It is 

uncomfortable to apply the words to· ourselves, to break away from ·our routine, to 

submit ourselv·es to this inquiry, to realize that we are also responsible. How much 

concern have we shown tor the Lebanon hi the past, that unhappy land torn apart by 

-· · the PLO and the Syrians, · by Christians and Muslims? And what have we done since 

the massacre to bind up the wounds, to give comfort and help? As we said last night, 

we must not only react to t~e reaction, but to the situ~tion. And we must reassert 

the ~thical values, for our own community and for the world around us, which have 

been l~t within the pressures and politics of a world which has turned to war for its 

solutions in all areas of the globe. Gently, let me a~: have we forgotten the Falklands? 
. . 

The fact that it was a victory did not inhibit the Dean of St Paul's from asking 

searching questions within a religious service celebrating its conclusion. And it is 

instructive to hear that it has now been translated into Spanish and has been distributed 

in the Argentine. A religious leader did not evade his responsibility: he asked moral 

questions concerning the nature of any war and its aftermath, this should set a pattern 

for the rabbinate and for any of us concerned with the ethical issues involved in taking 

human life. 

"You shall be holy ..... . " 

n. 

How can we be holy? We look at the outer and inner turmoil ot our lives, on 

the day when our naws and shortcomings are the basic content of our prayers, and we 

are filled with despair. Where are the moral teachings which were to guide our days? 

Let us not be totally deflected from self-examination by the massacre of Beirut. Our 

condemnation of the murderers, of those who may have assisted this murder in any 

way - should not give us the illusion that we are not moral human beings. We are -
not judge and jury who stand above the events. We are also participants. And have 

we applied our fine sense of moral outrage to ourselves, to the events and short­

comings of the past year which have nawed our own life, which have brought apathy 
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and anguish into the world and very little holiness? · What moral teachings have we 
, pursued? When . have we studied them? • • When have we applied them? Looking at 

ourselves: have we, as individuals, been a source for good or for evil during the past 
year? And let us never forget: apathy_, the absence of good, is itself a great evil~ 

Often I feel that the poets have greater perception of hum~~ evil than the 
preache~. Here is •· the way Ted Hughes' "Crow" reports: A Disaster 

"There came news of a word, 
Crow saw it ·killing men. He ate well. 
He saw it bulldozing 
Whole cities to rubble. Again he ate well. 
He saw its excreta poisoning seas. 
He became watchful. 
He saw its breath burning whole lands 

· To dusty char 
He flew clear and peered. 

" •••• 

--And what Ted Hughes' dark bird sees is total disaster and total evil within 
human.ity. I do not want to accept the grimly .reductive satire of a poet who finds 
no · trace · of holiness within us and very little evidence of God. A gl_immer remains. 
Goo speaks to 'Crow'; But what Crow sees beyond everything else is the dark beast 
of evil, lurching across our .l_~ndscape. But - where is• evil? asks the poet. 

"Where is the Black Beast? 
Crow·, ~i~~ an owl, swivelled his head . 
Where is the Black Beast? 
Crow hid in its bed, to ambush it. • 

·• Where is· the Black . Beast? 
Crow sat in its chair, telling loud lies against the Black Beast. 
Where is it? . 

· Crow shouted after midnight, pounding the wall with a last. 
Where is the Black Beast? 
Crow split his enemy's skull to the pineal gland. 
Where is the Black Beast? 
Crow crucified a frog under a microscope he peered into the brain of a 

dogfish 
Where is the Black Beast? 
Crow killed his brother and turned him inside out to stare at his colour. 
Where is the Black Beast? 
Crow roasted the earth to a clinker, he charged into space -
Where is the Black Beast? 
The silence of space decamped, space flitted in every direction -
Where is the· Black Beast? 
Crow nailed immensely through the vacuum, he screeched after the 

I O • disappearing stars -
Where is it? Where is the Black Beast?" 
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The answer is given in every line. It is in an of us, when we live in our homes, 

when we lie down, when we rise up, when we walk upon our ways. Are we teaching 

holiness, or are we burning the earth into cinders, deploying atomic weapons, splitting 

the enemy's skulll? The Hound of Heaven, the beast slouching towards Armageddon, 
is identified within ourselves. It is we who are evil, we who have trespassed, we who 

have done perversely. And the poet's vision is joined by every line· of our prayers, 
pleading with us to turn from evil to good, to be holy. 

"K'doshim t'h'yu" .- how can we find our way back to that rea~i~y of our faith? 

That it i~ real, we should not doubt. It is as real as the evil - but it is not disconnected 

from it. w·e . cannot find it by turning away from the darkne~ in the Lebanon, by a 

denial that there could never be Jews who would permit such evil to happen - or by 

assuming that we ourselves would NEVER be associated with evil in any form. All we 

need do is to take one day of our ·ufe in the past year . and examine it; we will find 
the dark beast couched in a corner of that space. 

"Be holy!" But we want to be. We want to be· holy as God is holy. The w~ll 

which lies between · us and that realization of holiness· is the perception of the evil 

whcih we have · done in our lives-: evil against our family, our friends, our neighbours; 

agianst ourselves. "We have sinned; we have transgressed; we have done pe~versely 

- chattanu l'faney-cha!" 
. . . 

And on this day we can be purifie~. We can return to God. 

If we do not understand · it, or feel it in our prayers, we are fasting without purpose, 
• we afflict ourselves in vain. 

Ill. 

"Kee kadosh anee adonai elohey-chem" 

If we find our way back to the _Holine§ of god, we can be holy. But we have strayed 

so far. We are part of a world which is far from the teachings of the Prophets, from 

the commandments of God. Darkne§ rules, broods over the camps in Beirut - still in 

great danger! - fills the corners of our lives, the length of our days. Where is the 

way back, the way of teshuvah, of return? 

Let us listen to a • rabbinic tale. 
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"Once, there was a king" - rabbis live in the knowledge of the King and 
his · kingdom. "That king had a son whom he loved with all of his heart • 
He irwtructed and cherished him, and all the treasures of the palace were 
open • to the. son. The son became spoiled. He disdained the instruction, 
he treated others with arrogance, he did not accept his responsibilities. 
Finally, the king's advisors came • to him with the rport that the son was 
begiMing to destroy the palace and the city with his action~. Reluctantly, 
the king banished his son to the outermost regions of his land. Angry and 
h~rt, the son abandoned all aspect or his former position. His garments 
became rough and torn, and he worked in the fields. He became a -~hepherd, 
living· in a rough hut which he had fashioned for himself. He talked to no­
one. In time, he almost came to r orget that he had ever been a prince. 

One day, the king decided to journey throught his land, to listen to 
the people and discover their needs. "Whoever approaches the king will 
have his wish granted" was announced by heralds. And the shepherd who 
had once been the prince lifted up his head and listened. The roof in his 
hut was broken and leaking, and winter was coming. 

In due course, the king came to that desolate place at the edge of 
his land. The shepherd appeared before him; and the king recognized his 
son.· "0 my son," said the king in his heart. "Ask for anything, and I will 
give it to you. Ask for your former position, for y·our place next to me 
- and it will be granted." But the prince barely looked up from the ground . 

. He did not recognize his father. . "I need a new roof," he said. "Winter 
is coming." And the king wept. "Life has diminished you. Suffering has 
crushed you,". said the king. "You could have asked for anything - and all 
you can think of is a new roof!" 

. . 
The rabbinic ~tory ends here, concerned with showing how affliction can diminish 

and destroy human beings. Yet it always seemed to me that there is a continuation 
- somewhat like this: 

"The king's son received his new roof. And for a while he was content . 
But in the · long winter nights, he began to think about his encounter with 
the king. Why had the king wept? Slowly, the shpherd began to remember 
that he had been a prince. And the day came . when he round a young boy 
to guard the ·nock, and began his -ling journey back to the palace. He has 
not yet arrived; but every. day brings him cl95er to the king. For he knows 
now that when he confronts the king, the father's arms will reach out in Jove. 

• "I have come bac_k to claim my place," he will say. 
This time, the king will weep with joy. 
And · the son will enter into ~is heritage." 

• • • • • • • • 

.. . "K'doshim t'h'yu, kee kadosh adonai elohey-chem" 
We ~annot be ·holy as long 8S we deny the king, as long as we • uve 00 the outermost edge 

. . . 
. of" his kingdom, on the drear shingles of our unbelief. We cannot confess, we cannot 
• retum, as long as we do not see the reality of the Divine in the world, the reality of 
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a moral law which is as clear and as steadfast as the starry skies above. .we know so 

much about the Black Beast ot evil which roams the world - we know so little about 

the Divine holiness which can burst into light wherever we turn our eyes: f n a burning 

bush, in a righteous act. Children of the king, we have turned away from our . heritage: 

we settle for so little, when we could demand so much. 

On Yom Klppur, we demand so much for ourselves: new hope, new vision, new 

ways. We want to turn away from evil, we want, we demand of ourselves that we be 

holy. And we make similar demands upon Israel: it must strive tor holines.1. It must 

accept special responsibilities tor itself, must judge itself more harshly. And we who 

make these demands must share in the task, may not abandon the people, must give 

support to those who work for justice and peace in a land that was holy and must again 

be holy. We must give our love to lsr~el in a time such as this.· 

'We settle for so little, we could demand so much' - from ourselves, and from 

Israel. But _also from God! This is the time of Levi Yitzchak, of the holy fool who 

appears before God and demands that the Judge of the World subjects Himself to 

justice. It is the time of the prince who appears before the king to claim his royal 

estate. And it is the time when the people appear before the throne of judgment. 

"Avinu malkenu, chattanu l'faney-cha - Our Father, our King, 

we have sinned before Thee. Judge us in mercy, and bless us." 

0 Lorch we demand blessing - for all who suffer, for all who are in danger, 

. . . . 

for Thy people Israel, for Thy humanity struggling 

again_st evil, seeking holine~ in the world. 

0 Lord, let us be holy as Thou art holy. 

AMEN • v'amen 
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Y·izkor 5743 "Pandora's·· Box" 

• by . Rabbl · Albert Friedlander 

. . 

. The moments· after Yizkor, before Neila, possess ·a· quietness and· sacred beauty 
~hich e·nters our lives now. We a·re touched by holiness. . We are at peace. Until now, 
we have been. concerned with ourselves, with the sins, trespasses, failures and betrayals 

• of daily life. Torn apart by them, diminished, discouraged, totally aware of our weakness 
and our flaws, we have moved from understanding towards resignation. Throughout the 

. . 
•• day, · we tried to strive toward~ repentance. but can repentan~e be commanded? Can 

it be · practised? C~n we exorcise the· darkness we have evoked solely through words 
of prayer? we have _opened a door to memory, and evil storms upon us as though we 
had opened Pandor's Box. The old anger flares up again; the shame, the bitterness. 
Would it not be better to forget the past, to lock up all those memories, in a box, to 
throw away the key? 

No: the meaning and purpose of this day is precisely this task of opening the 
door to that past, of accepting the reality of evil in the world. The legend of Pandora 
stresses the fact that evil comes into the world .through our actions - and, in the end, 
it reminds us that hope enters life the same way. evil enters through us - this day 
we opened the door to our inner self. The 'Black Beast' seen by the poet emerged 

. . 
through that door - and the world about us was damaged and burnt through our actions . 
On this day of repentance we acknowledge it. We cannot undo the harm. But we can 
learn; and we can change. On this day, also, hope entered our life. We did not only 
remember the evil. We also remember the good. 

Yizkor collects our memories of love and turns them into constelJations of hope. 
At the bottom of Pandora's Box, behind the distorted, dark shapes of actions we wanted 
to forget, we come to the glowing memories of love which filled our lives, protected 
us, guarded us, which crowned each day with loving kindness. We think ot the past 
year, and of the years beyond that year: of parents, teachers, friends and fam·ily who 
are no longer with us and yet are with us more than so many whom we may encounter 
in the year ahead. We do not know for certain whether our acts or betrayal in the 
bygone year will be forgotten of forgiven in this world - but we do know that the 
shadows vanish in the presence of those we love, who have loved us, whose memory 
still blesses us. We are still their children, brothers, friends, no matter how many 
years have come between us and them. • 
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On this day, we remember. • 

On this day, we hope. 

On this ·day, w~ know that their love accompanies us on the journey towards the 

morning, towards our fell ow human beings. 

A segment ot a poem by Yehuda Amichai captures this mood for us: 

During the day I walk about, 
The Ten Commandments on my lips 
like an old song $Omeone is hum ming to himself. 

Oh, touch me, touch me, you good woman! 
This is not a scar you feel under my shirt! 
It is a letter· of recommendation . folded, 
from my father: . 

· "He is still a good boy and full of love.". 

I rememb~r my father waking me up 
for early prayers. He djd it caressing 
my r orehead, not tearing the blanket away. 

• Since then • 1 love him . even more. 
And because · of this 
l~t him be woken up . • 
gently and with love 
on the ·-nay of Resurrection. 

. . 

•• There is so much we · remember, so much which we do not want to rorget. We 

reflect so much of our parents in our lives: even in our rebellion - particularly in our 
. . 

rebellion. And, where death separated us from them after they had achieved length 

of days and fulfillment, we think of them with gentleness and gratitude. Where death 

came suddenly, a sudden cutting of the cord of life which removed from us husband 

or wife, sister or child, we still feel anger and bitter grief. Yet our memories are 

not dark or evil. ·The lives which are ended are seen by us in their completeness, in 

their goodness. Flaws are forgotten, must be forgotten. It is the blessings which 

remain, the letters of recommendation we carry about with us. They speak to u~ of 

goodne~ and love, the contents of their lives. But they also rem ind us that WE are 

good, that WE can · love. 

n. 

We carry these letters around with us, and they are not easily forgotten. But 

there are other letters we possess: letters we have not read, letters which we have 

never opened. Some will remain sealed forever. Our Yizkor service carries within 
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itself the memory of the Six Million murdered in the Holocaust. Our candles burn for 

them. Our prayers surround them so that their memori~s, too, may abide among us as 

a blessing. And it is this consciou_s knowledge of brutality in the world which also 
. . 

brings the massacre of Beirut into the fullness of our prayers . . We care. We think · of 

the victims. We think of the survivors. And we know that a great task of reconciliation 

-has been placed upon us, once the emotional scenes and wild accusations have given 

. way _to the true· knowledge of .the . events . . 

There was a prophet once who prayed for the destruction of Israel's enemies. 

He had carried a. letter from . God about with him, and. he d~livered it into_ the stronghold 

of the ~nemy - for did it not announce the doom of those who had committed crimes 
. . 
-against human_ity? Johah had gone to Niniveh, and had tol~ them that God would slay . . . . . . . . 

•. the · Assyrians for their sins~ It is a dange_rous thing to carry that kind of letter into 

• the world. Jonah had been afraid, at first. He had tried to run away, to avoid his 

·responsibility; and he had suffered for it. Ia:i the end, he identified himself to the 

sailors: Ivri anochi!" "I _am a Hebrew!" and he took the consequence of that declaration 

into the dangerous events which then followed. 

, • We also make that declaration. We also accept that consequence for ourselves. 

We declare to the world that "We are Jews!" - and accept that consequence for 

ourselv~s. We are God's postmen: carrying messages the world does not want to hear, 

proclaiming teachings that are not acceptable to many. And then, once in a while, 

the fate of Jonah befalls us. We stand before a community and proclaim the law of 

God - but our life does not seem to give full evidence of that teaching. Jonah sat on a 

hill overlooking the city of Niniveh, and prayed for its destruction. But the people 

had atoned. They had shown repentance, had turned away from evil, and had been 

forgiven. The Book of Jonah is far more a book about the people of Niniveh than a 

book about a reluctant prophet. It also tells Pandora's story: of evil brought into 

human life to the fullest extent, of hope emerging at the end as a people realizes that 

it can break away from evil. Most of the time we fail to realize that we are liste,:iing 

to the story of the people of Niniveh, and not of Jonah. On the Day of Repentance, 

we are to learn that return is always possible, that a people and that individuals can 

always turn and reconstruct their world, that hope is a doorway to a better reality. 

Perhaps, on this day, we can be forgiven if we stay more with Jonah. It is his story, 

the story of a prophet who did not live up to his teachings, which touches us more closely. 

"I am a Hebrew!" he said with pride; and the sailors were impressed. The people 

of Niniveh were less .impressed: was this vengeful figure to teach morality to them? 

"We are Jews!" we can and should say with pride - even today, particularly today. The 
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teachings have not changed. Those letters from God we carry about in the world: 

commandments enjoining us not to kill, steal or lie, to honour parents, to love our 

neighbours as ourself - these still endure and will endure. 

We can and will take these me~ages to all of the world. To the murderers of 

the camps, to the Christians who ha_ve betrayed their Christianity, we will say: 

"Thou shalt not kill!" 

To those in the world community who look for scapegoats, who forget about the 

killers because they revel in an older hate and would rather brand Jews murderers than 

recognize the mark of Cain upon the neighbour, we will say: "Thou shalt not go about 

the land as a false tale bearer." And if need be, once the truth is established, we shall 

say to our own community: "Thou shalt not stand idly by the blood of your neighbour!" 

The people of Israel, in the land of Israel, live by that knowledge. When over a hundred 

thousand Israelis . fill the streets and proclaim their concern, demand a full investigation, 

demand an end to war - they are a community to be loved and respected. What other 

country in the Middle east - what ~ther country in the worJd would bring so man"y 

citizens into the streets to mourn the enemy, to challenge its own leaders who have 

gone ast~ay? Let the truth be known; and let justice be done. And let us continue to 

be proud or · qur · tradition and of our people. 

It is to be assumed that Jonah repented, although the text ends at that point. 

But then, the Bible is very much a mirror of life: its stories are incomplete in the 

text because they fulfill themselves in the days which f~llow. For us, too, the story 

remains incomplete. Living in the context of a community which accepts repsonsibility, 

we will have to take the burden of Beirut upon ourselves. It is not only the Christians --------
who are guilty. There is a sense in which we are all guilty. A world which continues -----
to engage in war, which rejects diploma~y and compromise in favour of force, will not 

be the world in which the dreams and hopes of our. ancestors are realized. The letters 

of the. Bible will continue to be suppressed in such a world - and the hopes our parents 

·had for us will never be realized fully. In Israel, and in all places of the world where 

Je_ws · congregate to open the letters from God on this day of days, we will strive to 

• • follow the instructions, wherever they will lead. . Neila, the time of the closing of the 

· gates, is almost upon us. We must walk through the doors of hope before they close. 

1n. 

Traditions differ about the Box of Pandora. Some say that hope was the last 

thing to emerge from that Box, after the evils. Others say t~at Hope remains locked 
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. . 

inside, that the box is still there to be opened. In Judaism, there is no question. We 
have been given hope; for ourselves, and for the world. 

(Micah 4) 
< 

In the end- of days it shall come to pass, 
That the mountain of the Lord's house shall be established at the top of 

the mountains 
And 'it shall be exalted above· the hills; 
And peoples shall now un.to it. 
And many nations shall go and say: · 

• Come ye, and let us go up to the mounts in of the • Lord, 
And to the house of the God of Jacob; 
And. He .will teach us of His ways, . 
And we will walk in His paths; . 
For out of Zion shall go forth the law, . 

• And the word of the. Lord from Jerusalem. 
And He shall judge between many peoples, 
And shall decide concerning mighty nations afar off; 
And .they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
And their· spears into pruning hooks; 
Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
Neither ·shall they learn war any more . .. 
But they shall sit every · man under his vine and under his fig-tree; 
And none shall make them afraid; 
For the mouth of the Lord of Hosts has spoken. 

For let all the peoples walk each one in the name of its God, 
And we will walk in the name of the Lord our God for ever and ever . 

••••••••••• 
. In the end of days it will come· to pass .... 

let him be woken up/gently and with love/on the Day of 
• Resurrection 

We hope that the world will be united as · a loving company. We hope that we 
will be re-united with those _we love. We hope that swords will become plowshares. 
We hope that nations will forget to wage war. Into that hope we place the memories 
which throng about us at this time, memories of those we loved who remain within 
our Ii ves; memories of the Six Million, of the Six Hundred - of all those who need to 
be remembered and have no one to light the candles tor them. They have us. 

And the world possesses its Jews. Let it cherish us; not tor being better than 
the rest; not for being incapable of destruction, of evil - but let the world cherish us 
as those who remember the teachings of hope and justice and as those who carry them 
to all parts or the world: to Niniveh and Jerusalem, to Paris and Brussels, ·Beirut annd 
New York. Somehow, acknowledging our naws, we shall carry on, past the gates or 
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• -
Neilah, into the world which will one day be established upon the top of the mountain 
of God: a world of compassion, a world of justice. 
For "we have promises to keep, and miles to go before we sleep .... 

and miles to go before we sleep." 

AMEN 
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ivided Over~ 

roe I's Begin 
r .,iOLYN SHOULDERS 
,'Jr.rs of the ~a~hvillc Jt.'W• 

bh community are \·ehcmf'ntly 
divided in their opini ons of Isr ae· 
li Prime I\linister !vlcnachem Be· 
gin, accord in~ to statements 
?Y. Jdr during Yon1 Kippur ser­
vict·s Y('!>lt'rday. 

Rahhi Handall Falk expressed 
his oppo3ition to Begin. whom he 
~di<l ·•j~ not a mJn of peace," 
"'hile Rabbi Zalman l. P osner 
said cvndemnations of Begin's 
~o 't' rnmcnt arc "hypocritical." 

··1 SEE NO reason to remain si• 
lent." Falk told congregation 
mcrnh 1...• rs at The Temple, 5015 
Harding Road . 

"There is every rr ason to sup• 
port courageous Jew~ of Israel in 
opposition to Begin, whom l have 
feared and opposed sinl'e the day 
of his election. 

''Ile is neither a man of peace, 
nc.1 r one who can understand and 
!)PC the necessity of regarding ls• 
rael as part of a world brother­
hood desperately searching for • 
peace." • 

1-.. alk expressC'd support for Is• 
raeli editors who have called for 
Begin 's resignation and who con• 
demned the Israel i army's role in 
"permitting a massacre in [Pal• 

, £>stinian refugee] camps." 

IN CONTRAST to Falk's state-
• ments, Rabbi Posner told the 

congregation at Shcrith Israel 
? Synagogue, 3600 \Vest End Ave., 
? that the international criticism 
1 

of Israel 's role in the Beirut mas-.. 
sacre d~monstr ates the hypocri• ' . 

1 sy of W(, ld governments. s 
"The hypocrisy is that the 

world stands by with indiffer­
; ence when thousands of Arabs 
l arc murdered, and the world's 
•• conscience suddenly comes alive 

(Turn to rage 4, Column 3J 

-
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Rabbi Randall Falk 
"No reason ,o remain silent" 

Jewish · Leaders Here 
Divided Over Begin 

(('ontinutd From Pag~ Onf') 

' when Israel is involved - even if 
Israelis did not pull the 
triggers," Posner said. 

, "\\'hy don't they cherish Leba· 
l nese life when killed by Syrians 
• or anyone else? Are their li~es 

valuable only when Jews are 1n• 
volved?" 

; He said he/does not support the 
Israeli opposition to Begin, nor 

l does he think Begin should be 
"put to trial on television or in 

, th{' nc.:.wspapers. ·• 

AT THE conservative West 
End Synagogue, 3814 \Vest End 
Ave., Libby Werlhan, a board 
member, told congregation 
members American Jews must 
continue to give support to the 
Israeli people. 

She did not make statements 
about Regin and told a reporter, 
"It's very inappropriate to criti• 
cize Begin when we don't know 
all the facts [about the Beirut 
massacre.] 

"l think the Jewish people are 
one people, and it's very import• 
ant that there is solidarity in a 
time or great pain," Werthan 
said. 

\Vest End Synagogue members 
were urged to write members of 
the Tennessee congressional del• 
egation to urge support for Isra• 
el, and particularly ror U.S. fi• 
nancial aid to guarantee the mu• 
tual security of U.S. and IsraeU 
interests in the Middle East. 

FALK SAID he supports the 
400 000 Israelis who marched In 
Tel' Aviv to protest against the 
aovernment or Begin and De• 
rense Minister Ariel Sharon . 

.. All or this is democracy at its 
best and we must not abdicate 
our ' own democratic right to 

speak out honestly in this hour," 
he said. . 

While opposing the Begin· 
Sharon government, however, it 
is necessary to continue to sup­
port the Israeli p~opl,~ "wit~ eve­
ry fiber of our being, he said. 

Falk said the massacre has not 
turned away friends or the Jews, 
but that anti-Semites "have sim­
ply found another excuse to hate 
us and our brothers in the Middl~ 
East. 

"ISRAEL DID NOT create new 
anti-Semites - only gave new 
excuses to the old ones and it 
brings them out into the open 
once again.'' he said. 

"We cannot minimize the se• 
rious danger from those who will 
use IsraePs mistake in Lebanon 
as an excuse to launch new ter• 
rorist attacks against Jews all 
over the world." 

• 
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bid tried IO hid&" 

....... WM ...._ o,ea about IL He uid that Israel 
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"He NIii diet Janel woald aot tolerate havin1 its 
dtphmds ,.,_, ........ . !II',.... . 

"Yaa .. 2iJ ... , 111111111 sllOlll ......... and believe 
-. la ,.,.., """°"" ctoe.-but on - thins even his 

w~--

'· ' i ' ·'"P• ---,Is ....... , OIIPOlldOII IO territorial com-
..... • .. WNt Bau.,.. 1N1o11 to the foundin1 of 
•-- P•Mlll ltbu alwa,1 blell JudN and SamariL" 

.. Aad dNMlp aany beliew that auch a view is 
dalrtaulal IO a ..-M IOhldoa of die 1ltuation. even 
dley ... ..._., dlat Beala llal beea OC1Ul1tant in hi• 
pllilolaplll11l .,.._hi lelll k M lie NII ll-and derends 
lllleoa:vlDIIDM .....-.i,. llld dllN.,. qualitiea that 
- to lie ...... a. _. '11 toda,'• world leadera." 

"WIiia .. bnlll Air •- bepa bombin1 in 
i...... • Nlllladoe '°'Ille.....,. oa Araov'• lire. 
.. PL0,11, ad1 IP lly •llllla • W11L Thiuook place ......... 

~011 .... ,. J .. die 6111, cal~up■ bepn and hrael 
__.....,..._'Peace for OalllH'," 

"la -. dly die mood ol die ooua&ry c:hana,d. The 

c...,,.._ IGIIIIUIIII anoaaat llfNIL blc:am• quiet anJ ......... " 
"TIie lolld, roa-Uu m111lc OIi die radio wu r9placcd 

wkll .... W .. ofeoldNn lu•tna ~-never 
IO ...... " 

"A ... ., ....... OftraMI the ooutry- but 1110 • 
... ti ...._...__ol .._. rMOlve to du what haJ 
ID be---• ucrilloe ...... .., WM required." 

"I dllalt .. ..,._, tldap to dul whll chlrina the war 
111191ldll .... ~dlal .... lllowe lathe United 

......... ~= .. "~ ,- our ..,._our fwy-when we sat 
la _,...._ 1- la J-11• 111d uw Oil hraeli 

,. _,. h 1 .. a.\llellltlhowll• 0.. ltalhlror ABC." 

"And make no mistake about it OittortiOIII. halt 
trutha, teltin1 thin11 out or contnt i• lyin1," 

"The lrre■ponsibillty of accepti1111tati1tlc:1 ruml1hed 
by the Red Crescent-an orpnization directed by 
Yu1er Ararat'• brolher-wu deceitful" 

"Showin1 Arafat ki11in1 babies but not reponin1 how 
PLO terrorists threw children in front of braeli tank­
wu deceitful" 

"Pilmin1 buildinp blown up by PLO murdereri 
duri11& the elaht yean before hrael entered the area, and 
pvin1 the impre11ion that thi■ w11 the wort of indi• 
crimlnate hraeli bombin,-wu deceitful" 

"Accutina llrael or deatroyina holpital1 and old aae 
home• without blamin1 the PLO ror purpoHly 1ettln1 up 
their uniu and storin1 their ammunition there- wu 
deceitful'' 

"Labellnc ltrael •• an Invader witbout doUla the NIM 
for the PLO-despite taatimofty from the Lll>aneH who 
..,. terrorized by Arafat and company, rrom the 
Lebaneae who threw llowen at the Israeli liberaton­
-• deceitrul" 

"IDCIMd, 1eein1 the whole ■ituatioll ia black and 
white-the inability to sec the arey-the acc:uution■ ol 
l■raeli iaM111itivity- ot. 'What happeaed to die l1rMI 
we all kaaw and loved'?-llllldl III waa& to tNr ow Mir 

'"• 

keeping silent when we 
feel the Israeli government 

has made a mistake.,. 
-Rabbi Moshe J. Rothbl11m 

~IO llfl our volca and ICl'U8I out 'How dare die 
..... MrYe u proaec:u&or. J1ld&e and Ju,'!" 

"Wu tbi1 dolll dlUblratety'? I doll't dllak 1G. 
C.rtalaly not ID the NUI ol media people IC ...... to 
• do a job' oa the larulla." 

"fm aware that the nature ol televilloa ll to dial In 
1uperflclalllilt-to look for Nuatloaali1m." 

"fm alao aware that ....... •wed ror muy ,,an a 
•mon-ravored 1tatut' In the media; and even duria1 the 
war there were many articlea that were (foralv• the 
npre11ion) • nenhanded' and rair." 

"But on the other hand, people that I re1pec:t ha•• alao 
told me that many front line reporten hold Beain and 
Sharon in contempt- are put off by what they percelYld 
u 1ha ■elf- ripteOUll arropnce comin1 out of Iara•~ and 
therefore, ■ecretly deliaht in comin1 down hard on the 
p>vemment, whenever they caa." 

" P ir1t ol all, we who are 1itti111 here in America, muat 
be very carerul how we c:ritic:lu l1r111L" 

"We can talk amon1 ounelvea; we can try to iallueac:e 
and lobby behind the 1c1111L But critical adl ill the New 
York Tlmea are detrimental" 

" Ir we dlsa1rec with th• p>YeffllMnt we 1bould 
communicata wilh Bepa, with Sbaroll, wttll Jewiab 
leaden in lar■cl and America eapnlli111 our Yi1w1 Oil 
the 111111." 

"I doa't advocate 1lvin1 the larNH ao,,ammea& a 
blank check." 

"I doa't advocate a1reelna with 1Y1rythln1 the larNli 
IO"fflffllnl doll." 

"I doa't believe In kNpina ■llent when we rNI the 
laraell pernment hu made a mlatau." 

"But WI muat be careful not to ,.,..._n die bude ol 
our ••ml•a. who mau DO dlldnc:doll bat"" die 
.,..,.... and the people ... ol ow ....... wllo 
wouldll't hl1ltat1 to ft11111t what Hider l1art.ed." 

' 

"( Aad Hu 1a die 30'1, the ,. .. of die world. rm afrmd, 
~ do nocllilla to ltOp thellL)'' 

"For the problem ll that when It COIDII to Iara•~ DO 
oa• play• by the nalu." 

"Then'• a double l&Udant-and if you don't bllln• 

Rabbi MaMII lugarmen. 

It. then yo,/,. very ....._" 
"Do you boMedy dllu die& die Umled StafU WOllld 

be 1llea& If MesJoo lllalled border cow. la TUM?" 
"Aad wlla& ti .. IIJIIOCridcal lrtdall, la .. P ... 

_a..?Blp&..._. ..... ,.._tllllrbold1•: • • 
1500 clYlllalll la .. wllole .,.._,.., die)' ....... 
illvulon of incredlblt power- and at the ,_ 11- ud .. 

• 
proCeol lier ... to...._ IN wlll do wlla& 1111 •• 
Aad we Jewt hi Aamcamuado wbal WI oaa lO....,_ 
aad llO&do uydtjaa dlat would NHI& a. hlrclelllWClo& •• 

Rabbi Jaoob Preeeman, Temple lleltl Affi, 
(ConNrvattvet Loe An..--: 

"AU or tlaJa ndNI die...--. "wily!'" W11J II die 
propqa!NI■ macldM oldie P.LO. ud • AM World 
ao effec:tlve tut eabody cu l'Nlllllblr dlat P1le¢nzleN 
111d l,riw •111 Dred "91' OM nadNd ........ 
Lebaw liMl.1975 111d oa1J ■lowed don...._ lwl 
11ft..,. belp to Ille Orllllu Ltll•11e! WIIJ doN 
IIOllody ...... tlla& .,. ud .. . ,.....,_ ' 
flUacucl a OOUIIJ, IIDle 111d blew -, Ill, .....-,, 
terronzad It. .»M•Ut 1111A lmpaUH.., WIIJ doll 
IIOllody 11rm1mberhowdle Pawdnian 111bLr_. wll■a 
Sadat WU ffl......, WIiy don nobody fl■l-lr SIie 
111UUc:NoldleltnelildllnNatM~ dlealldraol 
Maalot, and ltlrlat I.._....? WIiy ooulda't .. Pope 

(C011ti11Ntl OIi IIGI Mt/} 



-.... 

..... 2-Tllrougll Ootow 21, 1H2-ISRAEL TODAY Part 11 ,c... .. ,,,..,,....,,..., 
ladeecl, - UYI DOI lol& IL A pc»" Vlelllla Aaerica 
f•la ud tally......._. wllat larael 19 .-. lhnMlah. 
Thi ltenned)'I 111d Jacbou ud Welcbn, ud 1-■d 
Prntdlat Reqan. will ooadaut to atand II lantra ud 
Olar sicll. Tbole who tnaly llwll our Yilioa will not tura 
qaiaat ua. Their queationa too are I meuure of choir 
support" 

..... ., for OM clay tut 1M i.nori111 UHHinaled 

......... ..._ 0_,.1, but poNd with Arafat on the 
M&t da,t Alld wllJ wllaa Cllrilliu lluda ahed Moilom 
Wood 119 J... IIOt oaly bllaa blamed, bul blamina 
...._,..., 11 It oaly blc1UN till wo,ld expeclll unique 
blllaYior lrom Jewa, 111d WI Hpecl only the hi&hHt 
aonllt, l'rom ounel"'? lAt Ill ac:c:cpl that culled 
....._ lfltll p,owa ..-ol,Jecd¥t llld lhoroush inquiry 

Iha& I...U. comlllittad • lrqic ala of ommi11ion or 
......_. .. ,c, tllln WI mu& beat our braaall in honut 
lelDOrtl udblatMAJmiptJudtboN we wronaed for 
ro,p ...... . 

" ... 011 Y• ltlppar I CIOIIINI tut we aro human and 
prw to.,._ to..........., but I refuse to confess 
dlalow lladl DOWUIIIJ llled orcaued to shed human 
Wood a.t ol ......., or p6que, or lldism." 

Rabbi lulah Zeldln, Stephen 8. Wise Temple 
(Reform) Loe Angelee: 

"Wbetllerkbldia&dlellrllllllettMCbri1tianmili1ia 
...... dlllr U..., or dalt dlaN wu I limo-lapse 
...,...._ die time dalt die J...u. round out aboul lhe 
- ...... time ..... IIIIJflully pul I alop lo ii, 
.... II w NlfCNlliblllty for till -ucro chat took 
plw Ill 1M Peleldafa• c...,.. We J1w1 throupovl our 
~ llaw alwa)'I couidend tut the policeman was 
paldallJ rapoaalble ii be allowed the propomchiltas 10 
~ illlo I Jewilb peao ud 11auat11er 1he Jews there. 
E ... 11 1M put ,.., o, IQ, whenever !here were 
........ ud ....... CMIUida ol l)'UIOIUCI in Bru. 

....... ., ..... .ew:«.::~7:td~··-' 
1lllir .,.. l'rom tbeM Heall." 

~-- ....._ uld ao. "llaoalda't taagerate laraer, 

-·-· n.. II. -- bltweln reaponaibilily _, --,lla'J., Ca .. limly II a mat¥elloua Eqliah 
wanl. It ...,.,. to 111111a la\'Olftd ID the ovcnl, either by 
...... to plaa II. or bf IIIOOIIIIIPII ii, or by roJ01cin11 in 
IL 1'1111,' II die IDYlldptloa 1llal la 1ure lo lab place 
wtllds Ille •al fn -..Ila will lfflll. la not tho case. No 
...... Mad ..... die bite la .. early hours or lhc 
-. IO Illa& ao _._ woul bl heard outaide the 
~ ••S...U IOlllllf llNd tbt lhot 11111 killed oven 

• -, ----. - or .ud ID tbt P1le11inian 
..,._ AM ao lnlll 11W1817 lllk pluaed or cooper­
_. or; ...... la 1M ......_ Only the IRl► ICfflilC 
....,, _.. 1M cllldacdoa blt ... n partial rcapon­
lllilllJ • ••plldtJ, Tlla Loa Aqelea Time, in ita 
..,... polltJ aad la 1111 J..,.Connd cartoon• mado 
• 11111111111• ......_ pe,dal NlpCIUibillty and active 
laWllnll I 1.,." 

_... Ga,r I. JohMOfl, Temple Ner Tamld 
(ConNlwatlnt Simi Yelle,: 

.......... wlla&cliltlnlUJIWI la tul moralily 111 only 
__. II -. illM wlNa polldcl la the real problem." 

•st 'Ill ... fllf ••Ible' -W be wndemned It 
...sd bl ... • illN cl morality ud leaa an i»sue of 
pollda. . 
. •Al ..... llilt Cllrildaal klUed Pllestiniani. Israel 
.....,. to Uft ,._.... die ldllillp. but only Jews are .• ...._, .. 

Rabbi Jacob M. Ott 

Rabbi Marvin Sugarman, Shaarey Zedek 
Congregatl\)ri, (Orthodox) North Hollywood: 

"Realizin& 1ha1 on thia day hoaveniy jucfsment is 
llkin1 place for all humanity, I find it incredible diet 
thcre arc luDbia. Jewish leaden and Jews of all walk• or· 
lifo .who have prejudaed and found auilty the State of 
Jaracl for the recent muaacrcs in BciruL" 

.. Al a time whon they ahould be worryin1 about their 
own race and conrc11in1 their sina and 1r1n1.,.11iona 
tbe1e people in11ead arc lendina !heir voicea to the boanc 
condcmnalion of laracli accion or inaction in Lob-. 
- wilhout uowina lho true facta in the mauer." 

Rabbi Allen I. l'reehllng, Unlv.,.lty 
Synagogue, (Reform,, Lo• Angeles: 

"larael' • relalionships wilh Olbor naliona coulcln' 1 be 
worae: a. It haa minimal rapport with Eaypt. wbicb put ill 

Rabbi Ell Schoohet, Congregation Beth 
Kodesh, (Coneer,,atlvet, Canoga Pen: . 

"Tho fact ol the matter la, war ia alway, dirty, war i1 
alwa)'I datnlctlve, but tbt laracli army remaiu unique 
in luillina oa the principal ol TOHAR HANESHEK 
. . . diet IDIIIII • purity ol 111111', or • ethics ol wal co 
avoid, u atuclt u pouibla, tbc hannina ol clYillau." 

"That ii wily NYe1'11 blllldred l1raeli aoldlen Iii dead 
• • • beca1111 hnel nflaaed to do 11tur11ad bombina 
bec:11111 l1r11I would delay attackini uatll 1he ftnt 
warned ciYiUu population, to leave ... " 

"But how oft.a, if II all, w11 THIS reponed to the 
American public?" 

"It WU OIi the bui• ol IUCh example• tbet ( 1 ... 11 
Ambuudo,) MOIiie AreRI COIICluded: • larael .... ...... 
the victim ol I campalp ol vituperation and slander ol 
unpnctdealad proponioa'." 

-

(

Rabbi Steven a. J■ooN. Temple Judea, 
(Reform), Taruna. Callfomla: 

"Then will bl ao ftaal peace until the l'Nllllia• 
have their place. The promlM ol aelf.cletermlDadoa cu 
brina pcac& Israel ltNlf ialpired 1111, lo the Arab wwld. 
It alto ialpired I few other tbiap, in my opinion. Tllat la 
why Iba faial nponina from Lebanon wu pradk:table. A 
aood part ol Iba world ia ua,y with 111. Everywbe,w WI 

"I find it incredible that there are Rabbis, Jewish leaden and 
Jews of all walks of llje who have prejudged and found guilty 

the State of Israel for the recent massacres in BeirllL " 
-Rabbi Marvin Sugarman 

.W..• tbuiM &o Pl'OY&,dalt ... Ola be~- tbt I 
zbal ......... thait...,.. Mll'1 t 7 US<ih 1 

fooliMhly refuMcd tu 1ak1: the initi•tive-after Camp 
David-co HO if there could be I rec011Ciliatioll with 
Jordaa, Leblnoa, ud Syria-ill other inllDedlate aelp 
bon. c. Now It 11 1tternptla1 10 play hardball widl tb1 
Uniled Staces-ita oaly dependable flilad. by aeHr 
beina wlllina 10 carefully c:on11dar any and 111 proposal, 
which co- from Wuhinscon bec:11110 ol Monachem 
Be1in'1 paranoia. He is convinced chat all tho world 11 
anti-Semitic and we diaapcc! 

C. Now c:ondition1 wonen u a re1ul1 olterrible errors 
1llal ban blea commiuad 1islce tbl illvuloa ol Leblaoa 
on June 6th this summer. 

l. A rnilllmll thNll lNtlled CO bl appropriase. L A 40 
Km. .. HCUril)' heir" WU I proven need. b. Rlddlq ... 
world or• alobal academy for murdeRn and I muaiY1 
1111nal for terroriall made 111111. c. But, under Arik 
Sharon, tbinp aot out ol bud." 

"D. The oaly IOhzdou 11111 I conalcler e1Nnti1I an 
theae: I. The Bepn Government abould relip o, bl 
lllnlad out of office by • Kneuet vou of no coaftdlllcc 
lnteraal turmoil will become more thu bodlenome 
llhould tbil not happen soon. 2. That there lhould bl 
created I cri1i1 coalldoa ol all m.,r parties perhapa with 
President ltu:bak Nnoa Nrvina II Prime Mlal1Wr." 

"Our loyally IO brael doca not require us to bl deaf 
and blind. To the contrary, bec:auae of our ftrm tie• with 
larael, our views need IO be hoard. 

Reprdina auch critlcl1m voiced in public, I dlaa.,.. 
with tboH who concend diet IO 1peak out la tralcorou._ 
that our commenll only provide su11enance for laraer s 
enemica. However, I certainly chink that our worda 
should be carefully chosen ud diet we muat know 111 tbe 
facta befon we ao public." . 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, Union of 
American Hebrew Congretatlone. (Reform), 

• New York, New York: 
"To bealn with, 111 this waa not Iha fault ol an entire 

aatioa. but ratlllr al• haadful ol people wbo were psllty 
ol a a,lnou, error, ol I monatrou1 mi~udpnent. Thie la 
pRCIMly why I pleaded wldl the Prime Mlallllr &o 
laltlate tbl call for • judicial rmew. His laldal illabWty 
&o do 10 inlpllcalad ev•fJOM In what wu IMlt lM 
.... , NIIIIWtJ ol • ,.... .. . . • 
• "I • ODllftd..t, .....,_ U:ll WI wlll '1e MIi IO 
............. tine ..... "' - Mllfltla:,.o;a.. 

• 1111-•lll:.-...'frk 
hero in America. Americana pm:rally 11uppon Israel 
Tbey are JIIII lick ,..S tired ol III for awbll& TIiey baye 

. lbtirown &nril, ud at IYWJ oppclf1UllitJ, -01111tdlol 
• a.rHolooal&. lo .. .,._....llappadbanlN dtefMI 

now. It la aot aat>-■tlc. Thi media ud oar cddNal 
react to Ml. lqla aqrlly." 

.. He ii DOt only riaid, but CIUltic, canll&IUroua, 111d 
naly uupprwclative ol America' 1 role in aupponol 

l Tile media ID1ervl1ws bim and be taplocla, wllile 
remain calm. lAt ua, la the American Jewilll 
unity, udentaad WI oupl to bl lt5'0Gllr 111d tab 

It for awblle. We Ila" .... red maay, TIIIR IN aoo­
JIWIIII volotl wbodo 1p1at for III la eloq111nt Wl)'I, 1ucll 
• tbt critical editorial in tbt LA. Timn thia nat.oe th& 
Pope's ....... will: Arafat." 

Rabbi Jaoolt II. ·Ott. lephardlo TNlple . 
THereth IWHI, (ConMtVatlvet, Loa AngetN: 

"lnumucll u I did DDt deliffl' my Yea lltlppur 
111111111 from I PftPIINt teat, :,oar readerl will bl 
dapriYed ol tM l'nlita ol my palUL" 

"I am happy IO report, bow9"r, that la retpOIIII to my 
....... ._ dollar amouat ol l1rael Bonda parobuecl 
WU double tbl IIIICNDl aublcribed co lut ,, .. ,. I aeed DOt 
cell you that my NffllOII wu u.,._at ud unambi,-a In 
support ol lllMI ud at Iha llffll time contnlphlOUI ol 
her delr " 

I _, 

" 
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Novarber l U, 1982 

'1ab. i erna:r; I . loar. • 
Con;r.r Jation Eeth Ilneth 
10 t. ca any . 

lliany f ._ j • y • 12208 

ear I rnan1 , 

Yi • r teri,tl is rccci vEri \n ti tJ 1 I a 
preci tc ycur .rillin-! Sf-' to s are it ~ ,i th 

c · 1 .... ince~ y , 

Dani.el Jerany Silver 

008:mp 
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~(!'1l~ 18 , 19 2 

Rabbi J ack Stern, Jr. 
estc ster P..efonn Tanple 

255 Jaroneck Fd . 
~carsdal , N.Y. 10583 

Dear Jack: 

Your Pi.aterial is received \Ji th tlian.l·s . I an­
re i te your \.- illingn _ c to shar _, it ui th 1 e . 

Sincere! , 

Daniel Jeraay Silver 

005:np 

. . 



Raooi :lillel Cohn 
Congre~ation ·l'nanu El 
3512 lor tl ' n Street 

l~ ~ber 18 , 1982 

San furnardioo , California 92405 

Dear Lill el: 

four 1. • terial is r ::eeived wit:1 thanJ:s . I ap-
your willi.mness to ~ are it wi th 1 • 

Sincerel y , 

Daniel J ereny Silver 

nlS:ap 



P~hbi Jerone K. Davidson 
_ 1. lE ,t1 -'-:1 
Piv_ e:1·· iill Dal 
Great ~~ 7

, .Y. 11 23 

D nr Jerr.1: 

~r 22, 19 2 

.. • f ,. 

.. 

ri 1 i c- r c~ ,i U1 t1 an} s . I -
• llin:,T.c,;,,.. t it i it! ... e . 

Daniel Jeranv c ilver 

WS:mp 



I 

't- TCi : l:' 22, 1~ 2 

., - 1 • ,,, ( • 

,;_ J~ }]. .. -Y L • al l.rO 
... rr·:ule I ra 1 ... 

324 .mere• n :venue Sooth 
r 'iru1e· rolis , . ~nnesota 55405 

Y ur --~ tori 1 in rE ~ • v .. 1i t • 1~ .. s . 
pr iate ,cur "illin<31 ess to iv 1ar0 it 

Sinoor ly, 

I n. 
ith r . 

Daniel Jere; Silver 



~·~·_Ji Leonard I. l3eennan 
I 'l llf le 

.1. • ... 1 a .blvd. 
ID("! Iu19eles, 90049 

• • 

our !"t teri 1 is r ·cE..:iv ~ dtl th, 
• rcci t 10 r \lillil~Jn Sb to sl.ar 

~ - I ap-
it rit:1 I. • 

Daniel Jereny cilvcr 

OOS:mp 

22,1 82 



Retbi Rim t J. Mux 
-SOlel 
1301 Clavey R>lld 
HighlamJ Park, Ill. 60035 

Denr Bab: 

~ 1111 23, 1982 

• ,. • l 

. . . 

'ftvmlr. you for the material. I • more intm:eatal 
in the baaia f1aD llhJDh w deva]gpec1 cur LtleM . 
than to their amcluakm. Do yai in fact haw 
a •mai llhJDh 101Jd ptOVide these? With all 
good wiaball I nmain 

s.iu, I! •• , y, 

Dlln1el Jeremy SilWIE' 



Rati>i lbaNllr' D. B1rab 
'J&11J.e Beth 11D 
8015 27th Ava., N.B. 
Seattle, llsab1t9txm 98115 

Hawllber 23, 1982 

YaJr lllltarial ia receiwd with tbanka. I ap­
pl:'8Ci ate ymr villi~ ea to lhare it .with ma. 

SincEal.y, 

Dmdel Jemay Silver 

0081111> 



Rabbi Isa:I ah f.eldj n 
Step)en s. 1fiae 'l'eaple 
15500 s~ Nlse Dr. 
IDs AnJelea, CA 90024 

Dear Shi: 

Ncw8ll>er 24, 1982 

, . 
.. . . .. 

. . . 

Your mat.erial :is reoei ved with thanks. I ap­
preciate ycur vJ l 1 :I nguees to share it with me. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jemny Silver 

008:JII) . . . 



Rati'li David Jenmy r.idmr 
TEqll8 Dnan.1-El 
2100 Highland Ave. 
Bixmir¥Jham,Alabmla35255 

Deer David: 

Noval ,er 29, 1982 

Yoir material is iw»i.ved with thanks. I ap­
preciate your willin;Jneas t.o share it with me. 

Sincerely, 

Danial J~ Silver 

OOS:mp 



Ratbi Rama)J M. Falk 
Q:np:egaticm Cllabai SK>lan 
5015 Hanli.i¥J ltl. 
Nashville, Tenn. 37205 

Dear BalXialli 

Novedler 29, 1982 

. . ' 

Yair material is received with thanks. I ap­
pxa::i ate ywr williffplesa to shaxe it with me. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jtmmy Silver 

0081111> 



nali:>i Jonathan A. Stein 
Irrli.anaEX>lis febrew CC.jj?egat:lm 
6501 Nox.th Meridian Street 

Decemer 1, 1982 

Il¥lianap>lis, Imiana 46260 . . . . 

Dear Jonathan: 

Yoor mat.en.al is received with thanks. I ap­
prEnat.e ywr williDJress to share it with me .. 
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W. are deeply grateful to the leaders and members ofTemple Emanuel for welcoming us to 
their communal home. They are joined in their host role by the Board members of four other 
area Reform congregations who are with us tonight: Temples Beth Am, Micah and Sinai of 
Denver, and Temple Har Hashem of Boulder. We salute them and we thank them for their 
gracious reception as well as for their manifold contributions toward the advancement of our 
work. 

The semi-annual meeting of the UAHC' s Board of Trustees which convenes here this weekend 
is special in several respects. To begin with, we mark the 70th anniversary of the NFfS - the 
very first of our affiliates, now grown to seven. We hold Sisterhood in high esteem and for good 
reason. Many of our finest atta~ents- especially in the field of youth and education -were 
given birth and nurtured by Sisterhood. The House of Living Judaism could not have been built 
without Sisterhood. There were times in our early history when the Union itself would not have 
survived without Sisterhood. Much the same can be said for many of our temples throughout 
the land which live and flourish only because there were women of Sisterhood who labored to 
sustain them. We do well, then, to honor NFfS and to give voice to our prayerful hope that its 

. future will be as glorious as was its past. 

Our Board meeting is special in one other respect. We have enlarged it by inviting the 
presidents of our congregations. Many of them are with us tonight and they will deliberate with 
us throughout these days. We welcome their presence and their counsel. 

We have convened this enlarged meeting, because we deem its agenda to merit the widest 
possible consideration. Indeed, it is our hope to stimulate an even wider discussion of these 
matters by deferring their resolution to the Biennial so that every congregation can study them 
beforehand. I want to address myself to some of these problems tonight, not so much to direct 
your thinking, but rather so that your opinions can react to mine, enabling us to enter .into a 
genuine dialogue, into what our forebears called obredn doz hartz, where mirid ~eets mind and 
hearts touch one another. 

These issues flow directly from those dramatic events to which we were witness last summer: 
the war in Lebanon, the bombing of Beirut, the Phalangist massacre in the camps. These events 
stirred me deeply, evoking discordant, sharply contending emotion's. And because many other 
American Jews shared my anguish, I also believe that these events mark a watershed, a turning 
point in the evolution of our community. 

---- - -

I 



Let me say at once, that I believe Israel's incursion of the Lebanon to have been justified by 
those events that preceded it- the shelling of her settlements, the massive military build-up by 
the PLO, the emplacement of sophisticated anti-aircraft systems by the Syrians, and the like. 
No sovereign state can long suffer such a concentration of military might along its borders, 
especially when shellings and· terrorist raids come with it. 

As usual, Israel acted with effectiveness: her northern frontier was secured; the training ground 
for international terrorism in Southern Lebanon was wiped out; the re-establishment of 
Lebanese independence became at least a possibility; Russian influence in the area suffered a 
serious set-back, her most advanced weapons systems were neutralized by the Israelis, while 
American influence in the Middle East has been vastly enlarged. Paradoxically, even the peace 
process appears to have been furthered; certainly Hussein is closer to the negotiating table now , 
than he has been at any time since Rabat. 

Indeed, from a strictly military point of view, this could well have been Israel's most successful 
campaign. The doubts of 1973 have been brushed away. Israel's armed strength stands again as 
a deterrent to attack. 

Still, there is no rejoicing in our hearts, no victory celebrations in Jerusalem's streets, no 
triumphant stirrings of the spirit. I suspect this would have been so even if there had been no 
massacre and no excessive bombing of Beirut. After all we are Jews, and Jews do not gloat in 
victory. The satisfaction of victory is never untempered. There is always a sadness beneath the 
joy, and in this case perhaps more sadness than usual. 

Our tradition teaches us that when a starving man sees a bird's nest filled with eggs he may eat 
them, but "only after he throws a stone into the forest." The rabbis explained this rather curious 
provision. "It is to distract the mother bird, to make her look away so that she doesn't feel so 
much pain." In other words, kill if you absolutely must in order to survive, but never forget the 
pain you are causing, always be conscious of the suffering you have inflicted. 

The pain of the Lebanese war was exceedingly great. Many innocents were maimed and slain 
and Israel's reputation as a country armed not just with a strong military force but also with a 
superior moral code suffered tragic diminution. 

For the first time, Israel started a war when it was not under immediate attack; for the first, time 
Israeli government statements and communiques were less than frank; for the first time, cities 
were destroyed and large numbers of civilians killed - because PLO terrorist~ were hiding 
among them. And, of course, for the first, time deliberate atrocities were committed in an area 
under Israeli military control. 

And this is why we cannot forget what happened as the rest of the world - even the Lebanese 
- ,an tum to other problems. Tylenol pushed Sabra and Shatila out of the headlines and out of 
the minds of most Americans, but not out of the minds of Israelis and not out of the hearts of 
Jews. 

In the aftermath of these events, the relations between Israel and world Jewry will never be · 
quite like they were - which is not necessarily bad for us, for Israel, and for the world. 
Depending on what we make of this moment, future g~nerations of Jews may look back on 5743 
as a year in which the Jewish spirit, seared by trauma, tested anew in a moral crucible, achieved 
a new level of maturity, wisdom and understanding. 

Here then is the reason for this extraordinary meeting. We in the American Jewish community 
have a lot to do, and the sooner we all get involved in it the better. For the dramatic events of last 
summer will have a lasting influence on three vital matters: our relationship to Israel, our sense 
of ourselves as Jews in America, and our relationship to that larger community in which we live. 
How we resolve the dilemmas that have now been so sharply focused for us will determine the 
future direction of Jewish life. 



• 

I. OUR RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL. 

At the outset let me emphasize.that when I suggest a reconsideration of matters affecting our 
relationship to Israel, I do not at all suggest a weakening of our support. God forbid. There is a 
danger here: some in our midst may seize what happened as a reason for withdrawing from the 
struggle. We cannot permit this to happen. How to prevent that withdrawal and alienation is, 
in part, our task. 

Israel has earned and deserves our support. It may not yet have fulfilled our ideal vision, but it 
is closer to its realization than any other country of which I know. 

Consider this: In the midst of war, the men and women of Israel expressed their concern with 
national morality by turning out in huge numbers in Tel Aviv. On the second occasion 400,000 
men and women, over 10% of Israel's total population, poured into the streets. In Israel, 
morality cannot be ignored even during a war. 

\ 

Consider also that Israel established a Commission of Inquiry within a week after the event. 
Although I wished it had been established sooner and I tried to persuade Prime Minister Begin 
to set it up without delay, still it was within a week. And it is a deeply probing investigation, as 
the daily reports make clear. Meanwhile, the new president of Lebanon - whose Phalangist 
militiamen committed the atrocities - is embraced by the Pope and received with honor in the 
White House, where for the sake of politeness, no mention is made of the tragedy his people 
caused. In Lebanon itself, the attitude was best expressed in the words of a Phalangist leader: 
'twe can't allow these massacres to pollute our politics." Aye, most Lebanese are wondering 
what the tumult is all about. Decades of mutual bloodletting have inured them. 

But Israel is not inured. Her people care. The moral turmoil into which they were plunged these 
many mol)ths bespeaks the nation's essential decency. And that is why we will continue to 
support Israel and struggle for her security with all our heart and soul and might. 

Dissent 

But when we support Israel, we support an entire nation. Our support has always transcended 
party and policy and personality. And that leads us-:-- and Jews everywhere - to ask a relevant 
question: Is it therefore proper under certain circumstances to disagree with a particular leader 
or government or policy? And if so, how should such disagreement be expressed? 

Over the years, the Jewish community has reached.a theoretical consensus on this score: full 
and free debate of any and all issues within the community, coupled with the obligation that we 
communicate our views to the Israelis through every channel at our command - from the 
Prime Minister on down. Strictures were applied only to public dissent. This was discouraged 
lest it provide wood for the axes· of our enemies and dilute our effectiveness in Washington. The 
assumption was that a united front adds weight to the political effort. 

Unfortunately this public reticence does not always work out well in practice, particularly when 
it comes to letting the Israelis know precisely how we feel. In our personal conversations we are 
honest with them, yet how can we expect them to believe what we say in private when we say 
such very different things in public? Inevitably, our private protestations are overwhelmed by 
our public proclamations of unqualified support. 
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Special missions to Israel itself are also of doubtful worth. The trappings of public office 
overawe, people are polite and the message usually gets lost. I was bemused recently, on 
re-reading Cervantes, to come across these lines spoken by Don Quixote: "It is the duty of loyal 
vassals to tell their lords the truth ... without enlarging on it out of flattery or softening it for 
any idle reason. I would have you know, Sancho, that if the naked truth were to come to the 
ears of princes, unclothed in flattery, this would be a different age." 

And so we must find new and better channels through which we can present the naked truth to 
the Israeli government and to its people. A number of possibilities come to· mind: 

"The Presidents Conference could meet quarterly with members of the Knesset Com­
mittee on Foreign Affairs as well as with the Editors' Association of Israel's major 
newspapers. 

•Jewish Senators and Representatives could meet periodically with their counterparts 
in Israel to discuss American political realities. 

•Toe idea of a Parliament for the Jewish People ought to be re-examined to see whether 
it can be brought to life. The need for such an assembly has never been greater, and 
nothing now exists that even approaches this concept. 

•we might publish a weekly column in the Israeli press, paying for the space if need 
be, to present our views, certainly on the question of our own religious rights, but 
even on the broader questions of justice and civil liberties in Israel. 

Somehow American Jews, the largest Jewish community in the world, must find a way to 
communicate more openly and honestly with Israel. We do not serve her cause when we censor 
or sanitize or stifle our opinions. 

One more point must be made in this connection: dissent should never be equated with disloyalty. 
Yet there are pressures on the American scene which make it so. They were applied during the 
recent crisis with special force, not by the Israelis so much as by their self-appointed minions 
here in America - minor functionaries strutting about as the guardians of the state's security. 
And the further from the center of power they are, the more inquisitorial they become. 

I ask you: Must I indulge in annexationist fantasies to prove that I am a passionate Jew? Must I 
justify every single restrictive administrative measure in Judea and Samaria to demonstr,te my 
love for Israel? Is this love diminished in the slightest when I assert that the incorporation of 
these territories into Israel represents a threat to the Jewish essence of the state? Let us once and 
for all reject the accusation that by speaking the truth as we see it, by giving Israelis our own 
perception of events, we are somehow treasonous. I believe that Israel is indeed the possession, 
the treasure and the burden of the Jewish people. And that gives us both the right and the . 

. . responsibility to speak out. 
. . . . . 

' . . 
Golda Meir had a refreshing way of putting it. Interviewed soon after the Yom Kippur war she 
said the following: 

"We want to hear nice things about ourselves, but we must also hear the truth. The 
Arabs, the United Nations, the anti-Semites- tMr criticism we ignore. But American 
Jews are 'mishpacha,' they are our family, and from them we expect not only praise, 
but aitidsm as well. They should not only support us, that is understood; it is equally 
important that they help .us see what is wrong and how it can be corrected." 

. . " 



.. 
True enough, dissent is delicate and sometimes dangerous. It must be exercised with 'sechel' 
and with the greatest of care. I certainly have no intention of joining those media wolves who 
beset Israel with their baying and barking at her every step. Thus I will continue to oppose the 
taking out of ads in American newspapers or the signing of petitions intended for the front 
pages of the NY Times, or public protests like those anti-Begin rallies held by the Sanner 
Chassidim in New York and Washington last fall. But if either the Israeli leaders or the 
institutions of American Judaism suppress honest dissent and smear the dissenters, I predict 
that the Jewish people will be spiritually impoverished and Israel's cause intolerably dimi­
nished. 

Regaining Israel's Soul. 

In arguing for the right of dissent, I do not suggest for one moment that we involve ourselves in 
the operational details of Israel's domestic or foreign policy. We have neither the resources nor 
the competence for that. We also recognize that the final decision rests with Israel whose people 
live under the gun. But I do believe that it is our obligation to make ourselves clear about the 
great issues, those fundamental matters which will have their impact on Israel's future - and • 
the destiny of the Jewish people. 

One such issue is the future of Judea and Samaria. As a matter of fact, our views here really 
involve no dissent, since the government has not formally resolved this matter and Prime 
Minister Begin called on "all Israel" to enter this debate. I assume he meant that greater Israel 
that extends beyond the boundaries of the political state. And so I take him at his word. 

Let me repeat here what I said at the beginning. I do not want to direct your thinking; I merely 
want to engage your thoughts. Still, you are entitled to know what my views are, and briefly 
put, they are as follows: 

While I understand and appreciate Israel's historical claims to Judea and Samaria, I believe it 
necessary for the sake of peace and justice that these cl~ims be moderated. Far from increasing 
Israel's ~ty, the absorption of these territories- either openly by fiat or covertly in stages 
-will sow the seeds of endless conflict. Most importantly, it will corrode the Jewish character 
of the state and thereby rupture world Jewish unity. 

Why will this happen if Israel retains the West Bank and its Arabs? Because sooner or later this 
will produce an Arab majority in Israel making Israel if not an Arab then at best a bi-national 
state with the balance of power shifting precariously between Moslem and Jew. And if Israel 
tries to extricate itself from this dilemma by either repi:essing the Arabs or driving them out­
this too will lead to a disfiguring of Israel's essential nature and alienate substantial segments of 
world Jewry. America's moral support will also be lost-witness the erosion of that support 
during the summer just past! 

There simply is no genteel, democratic way to keep a restive population exceeding 1 million 
people in check. Only force will restrain them. That is the only way to keep a refractory 
population under permanent rule - with force and spies and the political power that comes 
from the barrel of a gun. ~ 

Is this what we want? Is this what the Zionist dream will come to? Is this what Israel must do to 
preserve its security? Is this what we mean by establishing defensible borders? We all share the 
goal of a secure Israel, but what will be preserved behind those borders if Israel saes the way 
her ideological zealots are now demanding? Democracy will wither, Judaism will be betrayed 
and we will become like our enemies: Vayimalu belohay tlVOtllyhem- "And they broke faith with 
the God of their fathers, and went astray after the gods of the peoples of the land whom God 
destroyed before them." 
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There is, of course, an alternative: to acknowledge the aspirations of the Palestinians, to build 
bridges to them, to reach an accommodation with the people who share with Israel a troubled 
comer of the world. I speak here of the Palestinians, and not of the PLO; of territorial 
compromise, and not of a state. 

Can this alternative succeed? There is no certainty. But this much we do know. The contrary 
way is foredoomed to failure. No national movement including Zionism has ever been erased 
by military force. Reciprocal terror will but plunge us into a downward spiral to eternal conflict 
and the loss of Israel's soul. If Israel is to remain Israel, there is no other way. 

All this assumes that such a territorial compromise will include flawless security arrangements 
in Judea and Samaria. It also assumes that the Arabs will, in fact, come to the negotiating table 
prepared to make those compromises which will meet Israel's true security needs. 

I categorically reject the notion that Israeli policy is the primary obstacle to peace. The fatal 
stumbling-block is still the obduracy of the Arab governments, barring only Egypt, in refusing 
to acknowledge Israel's legitimacy. Until they overcome this barrier, Israel's settlement policy 
can well be rationalized as valid pressure to bring them to the table. 

Aye, Begin may be a hardliner, but he is nonetheless far more accommodating than are the 
rejectionist Arab states. They have still a long way to ·go. They have to find new leaders. They 
have to abandon the illusion that the murderous PLO is a proper instrument for the Palestinian 
cause. They have to realize that neither terror nor rejectionism will bring them what they want. 
And they can begin the process by learning how to pronounce Israel's name. Let them do so 
and we will bless their name as we now bless Anwar Sadat's memory. 

The 'Other Israel.' 

A brief word about that 'other Israel' - the Sephardim and Jews of oriental lineage. They 
provide the Likud with its most substantial electoral base and they are assumed to be of one 
mind when it comes to Israel's security needs, ·hardliners all, who having suffered Arab 
oppression are now bent on revenge and insist that brute force is t'1e only language the Arabs 
understand. 

I am not at all persuaded that the Sephardim are as monistic as all that, all of them of one mold 
and view. After all, Deputy Prime Minister David Levy, who is their hero and top political 
figure, is most prudent. Moderation is his hallmark. At a crucial cabinet meeting in September 
he was one of the few to question the wisdom of allowing the Phalangists to enter.the camps, 
and he was among the first political leaders to call for an independent inquiry into the 
massacres. So was Navon, of course, who is also Sephardi. 

We simply don't know this other Israel. We stand at a distance, all of us, we Reform Jews too. ~t 
best we romanticize them - their colorful garb, their quaint customs, their tremorous, quiver­
ing melodies - as if they were a breed apart, something of another age and place. 

We had better come to know them. They are the emerging majority of Israel. They already 
constitute a major portion of Europe's Jews. And their numbers are not insubstantial on the 
American scene. I therefore call on our Board to establish a special task force - to include the 
Conference and the College and ARZA - to help us learn more about this community of our 
fellow Jews more fully, to chart ways for our reciprocal contact - in a word, to help us 
de-Ashkenize Reform Judaism so that we might truly become one people. 
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II. OUR COMMUNITY'S SELF-IMAGE. 

And what now of the character of the American Jewish community? 

First of all, let us recognize and affirm that we are more than just a part of Israel. While 
deepening our solidarity with Israel, we must also affirm our own identity, integrity and value. 

It is difficult to explain this to American Jews, who for too long have been plugged into Israel as 
if it were a kidney machine, a scientific marvel that keeps them Jewishly alive. How can we 
teach them simultaneously two apparently contradictory lessons: One, that they have a worth 
as Jews independent of Israel and, two, that they must continue to love and support Israel? 

If we make too much of the first lesson, some will take it as an excuse to cut themselves off from 
Israel. And if we make too much of the second, we will never know who we are. We will 
continue to use Israel as a fig leaf to cover our own nakedness. 

Just what does Israel mean to us as Reform Jews? What do we mean when we affirm the concept 
of Israel's centrality? At tomorrow's luncheon our worthy colleague, Rabbi David Polish, will 
lead us into a consideration of these questions, even as he led our affiliate ARZA into resolving 
these issues when it joined the WZO. 

I do not want to preempt his discourse. Let me say only that we have not yet sorted out the 
relationship between Israel a~d the Diaspora. 

Thus, we have slipped into the sloppy equation which says that Judaism equals Zionism equals 
Israel. The three are isometric but not isomorphic, they are congruent but not of identical form 
and substance. 

In our deep love for Israel and our concern for her security we have become a largely one-issue 
communtiy. For many American Jews the state l_tas become the synagogue and its prime 
minister their rebbe. Domestic and international issues are now measured by the standard of 
whether they are good or bad for Israel. 

We do ourselves irreparable harm when we allow this to be, when we make Israel our surrogate 
synagogue, when we permit our Jewishness to consist almost entirely of a vicarious participa­
tion in the life of the state. There is a greater Israel which sustained our Jewishness through the 
many centuries of our dispersion. It is not isomorphic with the political state. And it is this 
greater Israel which we must nurture if we - and it - are to survive. 

I am not arguing that we should diminish our involvement with Israel. Quite the contrary. I 
want more not less. I want us to make Israel more truly Jewish, a more truly Zionist state, with a 
quality of life that reflects the most profound Jewish vision. • 

I argue merely for a restoration of some balance. We will not survive if all we are about is Israel. 
And Israel will not survive if the Jews of the world become but pale peripheral extensions of its 
essence, merely lonely asteroids circling in space about a distant sun. 

Both are needed: a strong Israel, and Jewishly strong communities throughout the world. For 
both are but manifestations of an undergirding reality: Am Yisrael - the Jewish People! 
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III. RELATIONSHIP TO LARGER COMMUNITY, AND 
ANTI-SEMITISM. 

Our relationship to the larger community of which we are a part also requires some repairs. It 
will not be easy. As anti-Semitism amplified some of the rage against Israel early last summer, 
the events in Lebanon have stirred up the witch's brew of the Great Hatred itself. 

Make no mistake about it: anti-Semitism has been given license, and it will increase. We have 
already seen some of the consequences in Europe, and although such bloodshed is not to be 
expected in this country, we had better brace ourselves for a difficult time. 

Still and all, those Israelis were utterly wrong who said that we American Jews were upset by 
the Beirut events because we were afraid of anti-Semitism. While I was in Israel after Rosh 
Hashono, the papers were filled with charges along that line, made by a high government 
official, that ·we were running for cover, that many American Jews didn't even attend high holy . 
day services because they were so afraid, and whatnot. What nonsense this! I know of no 
generation of our people less fearful, more confident than this generation of American Jews! 
Our concern was and is not what others have done and will do to us. Our concern is what we 
are doing to ourselves, what we are making of ourselves and what we have failed to make of 
ourselves. It is a moral concern, nothing more and nothing less! 

As for anti-Semitism, the arguments over how we should respond to it does parallel somewhat 
the debate about Israel's response to the Arabs - and the rest of the world for that matter. 
Those in Israel who see their country as utterly alone, embattled, surrounded by implacable 
foes, doomed to bomb its way to survival - are echoed here by those who see an anti-Semite 
lurking behind every Christian and who walk down the street with a chip on their shoulders 
daring the 'goy' to knock it off. 

These people want us to withdraw behind our own walls and dig in our own garden. Why, they 
ask, should we be concerned with other causes- the blacks, the disadvantaged, world peace? 
No one cares about us. So let's forget about them and take care of ourselves. 

But here too we must relentlessly go about the task of building more and better bridges. There 
are risks involved, but here, too, the way of force is utter madness, and withdrawal into a 
spiritual ghetto will serve us ill. 

We must form new coalitions of decency with the majority of Americans who reject bigotry and 
hatred. We must reach out to them by joining them ~ the sbuggle for universal justice that 
serves us all. 

But how can we ask them to stand by us, if we do not stand by them? How can we expect them 
to crush the haters in their midst, if we do not join them to crush the menace of nuclear 
proliferation? How can we expect to engage them in the struggle for the freedom of Soviet Jews 
if we fail to see the shackles and feel the hunger of those who are imprisoned in America's urban 
ghettoes? 

We live under an administration which has determined to multiply missiles rather than to 
mitigate human misery. The weak, the poor, the helpless, cry for relief. Will we heed them? Or 
will we block our ears, so long as we see President Reagan smiling benignly and speaking of 
support for Israel? 
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If we continue to be fixated on a narrow agenda, we will lose our allies and our cause. We will 
also have lost our reason ·for being - our compassion, our humaneness, our Jewish soul. 

It need not happen that way, and I don't think it will. Somewhere within each of us the spark of 
Jewishness still trembles and will not be quenched. 

We may be disheartened by recent events, but we are not wrapped in melancholy gloom. The 
word 'despair' cannot be found in our lexicon. 

Sure it's tough to be a Jew-z'is allemol geveyn schwer zu zayn a yid- but it's still not as tough 
now as it was in other years we can remember. This is 1982, not 1942. We live in America and 
not in the Warsaw Ghetto. We have synagogues and communal institutions and highly 
educated constituents. We also have Medinat Yisrael- the Jewish State-to give us strength 
and focus. And we have our beliefs that sustain us, our Jewish ideals that can show us the way. 
It is worthwhile, this enterprise of being Jewish. It summons us to be fired by the vision of the 
good and to fulfill it. 

We can - and I believe we will- tum our hearts and minds to heal America, to hear the true 
harmony of Israel the people and the land, and to help restore the soul of the Jewish nation. 

· We are the leaders of the synagogue. We are the sons and daughters of Jacob surnamed Israel 
because he wrestled for those ideals that are God's. As the bearers of his name we are destined 
to fulfill a like task: to raise up the tribes of Jacob, to restore the offspring of Israel. And also this: 
to repair the broken world, to stir to compassion and to advance justice. Thus will we be a 
blessing to our_ people and a light unto all humankind. 
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SHABBAT 
SERVICES 

Friday, October 29-8:30 P.M. 
Sermon by Rabbi Maslin 

"ISRAEL, LEBANON, AND THE 
- UNITED STA TES: 

SOME AFTERTHOUGHTS" 

Saturday, October 30-11:00 A.M. 
D'var Torah by Rabbi Fink 

Friday, November 5-8:30 P.M. 
Sermon by Rabbi Maslin 

"THE BALFOUR DECLARATION 
PLUS 65" 

Saturday, November 6-11:00 A.M. 
D'var Torah by Rabbi Sandberg 

THE RABBI'S MESSAGE/ by Simeon J. Maslin 

THE LETTER THEY DIDN'T PRINT 
There have been a few issues seven years they committed an 

these past two years that prompt- orgy of atrocities and desecration 
ed me to write letters to the editor against women and children, 
of the Inquirer. Until my most re- churches and gravesites. A sweet 
cent letter, I was "batting a thou- and lovely land was ravaged. 
sand"; each letter was published, Those who dared to oppose the 
and I was grateful. P.L.O. were murdered . .. From 

1975 through 1981 the toll among 
My streak ended the week be- civilians was 100,000 killed, 

fore Rosh Hashanah when Pope 250,000 wounded, countless thou-
John Paul II met with P.L.O. chief, sands made homeless. 32,000 
Yasir Arafat. That meeting prompt- children were orphaned. And the 
ed reactions of outrage from world was silent. " 
Jewish leaders all over the world, 
in particular from Prime Minister The world was silent also when 
Begin. The Inquirer chose to Arafat and the P.L.O. murdered 
publish an editorial condemning dozens of Israeli Children in 
Mr. Begin's reaction rather than Maalot. There was silence also in 
condemning that obscene meeting. Below is the un- the aftermath of the Munich Olympic massacre, 

Friday, November 12-8:30 P.M. published letter that I sent to the Inquirer. the Lod Airport massacre, the numerous airline 
Sermon by Rabbi Maslin hijackings and the general lawlessness that 

TORAH SERVICE To the Editor: forced King Hussein to drive the P.L.O. out of 
AND co~~!~J:/-..;,;!';,f~--t------.- I can only react with disbelief and outrage to Jordan in 1975~ __ ~ - ----~=-- the nquffer's edTtoriafof eptember , entir-~e~--~~-

Shabbat Dinner for Grade 2 families "Begin's Incendiary Folly," in which you con- The world and the Roman Catholic Church 
at 6:15 P.M. demned Prime Minister Begin's reaction to the were silent also when Nazi Germany promul-

Family Service, conducted by Grade 5 Pope's meeting with Yasir Arafat. gated the anti-Jewish racial laws in the 1930s. 
at 7:30 P.M. That silence led to Auschwitz and the Holocaust. 

Saturday, November 13-11:00 A.M. I am no partisan of Mr. Begin's; I have dis- I might have chosen more temperate language 
D'var Torah by Rabbi Fink approved of his extremism since before the in condemning the Pope's meeting with Arafat 

Friday, November 19-8:30 P.M. 
Sermon by Guest Preacher 

Rabbi Max Hausen of 
Main Line Reform Temple 
"THE LOT OF THE JEW" 

Saturday, November 20-'-11:00 A.M. 
D'var Torah by Rabbi Alpert 

SHABBAT MORNING RADIO 
BROADCAST-WIBF-FM-103.9 

. . every Saturday Morning from 
11 :00 A. M. to Noon for shut-ins, 

the ill, the elderly and those 
who otherwise cannot attend 

Mr. & Mrs. Hymen Abrams 
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Albert 
Dr. & Mrs. Jeffrey S. Bendler 
Mrs. Frances F. Braslow 
Miss S. Bonnie Brezel 
Mrs. Sarah T. Caplan 
Mr. & Mrs. Milton Creamer 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Dinney 
Mr. Albert Farber 
Mrs. Michael F. Fasanella 
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Fiddler 
Mr. & Mrs. Irvin Foster 
Mr. & Mrs. Melvin N. Fox 
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Gealt 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald I. Goldberg 

founding of the State of Israel, and I disapprove than did Prime Minister Begin because of Pope 
today of his out-of-hand rejection of President John Paul's personal record of heroic interven-
Reagan 's peace initiative and his provocative tion in behalf of Jews in his native Poland. But 
policies in the West Bank. But I, and I am sure the silence of the Church generally during World 
the vast majority of American Jews, sympa- War II, and its more recent silence in the face of 
thized completely with his reaction to the news the massacre of Lebanese Christians by Arafat 
of Pope John Paul's meeting with the P.L.O. and the P.L.O. is unbelievable. 
chief. I condemn that meeting along with Mr. 
Begin, and my sense of outrage is as deep. When Europen leaders stoop to Arafat's level 

by meeting with . him and shaking his blood-
Are the Pope and the Inquirer aware of who drenched hand, it is bad enough. Everybody 

Mr. Arafat is and of what he represents? Are you knows that there is no morality in realpolitik. But 
really so gullible as to have been taken in by Pope John Paul II?! Here I must agree with Mr. 
those pictures of Arafat kissing babies during Begin: "It shows something about the moral 
the tragic siege of Beirut? Listen to the widely standards of the Church." 
publicized statement of the American Lebanese Shalom, 
League: "Seven years ago Lebanon was oc­
cupied by P. L. 0 . terrorists . . . During those 

WE STILL CONTINUE TO GROW: 
Welcome to More New Keneseth Israel Members 

We extend a warr,n welcome to all our new members and their families . We 
hope your new association will bring new dimensions into the spiritual, educational 
and cultural experiences you will share with us. Keneseth Israel is now your con­
gregation . Enjoy it. This is a list of the new members as we go to press. You will be 
kept informed of other names while our Congregation continues to grow. 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Green Mr. Andrew L. Kaufmann 
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Greenbaum Mr. & Mrs. David I. Klein 
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Grossman Dr. & Mrs. Robert A. Kravis 
Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Josephson Mr. D&.1iel Liebman 
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce J. Kanter Mr. Douglas F. Levin 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Katz Mr. & Mrs. Howard Lieberman 

Rabbi Simeon J. Maslin 

Miss Deborah M. Lucis 
Mr. & Mrs. James J. Mcswiggan 
Dr. & Mrs. Irving Millman 
Mr. & Mrs. Albert A. Mitry 
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene M. Paul 
Miss Marilyn F. Sachs 
Ms. Gail Sahl 
Mr. & Mrs. Walter S. Sichel 
Dr. & Mrs. Stephen S. Silverhardt 
Miss Nancy R. Stern 
Mr. & Mrs. Irving H. Sternfeld 
Mr. & Mrs. Elliot W. Stone 
Mr. & Mrs. Emanuel Weiss 
Mr. & Mrs. Lester S. Weiss 
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Twelfth Annual Cheltenham Antiques Fair-Bigger 
SISTERHOOD SCENE 

Jewish Artists Slides 
A fifty minute slide lecture on the 

works and lives of Jewish artists such 
as Pissarro, Modigiliani, Soutine, Cha­
gall , Lipshutz, et al, will be presented 
as a Sisterhood program Tuesday, No­
vember 30 at 7:30 P.M. Bernice T. 
Rosenfeld, museum guide at the 
Philadelphia Museum of Art and former 
docent at the National Portrait Gallery 
will do the presentation . 

Mrs. Rosenfeld is a graduate of the 
University of Pennsylvania and The 
Barnes Foundation , and was a lecturer 
and teacher of art history at the Jewish 
Y's of Philadelphia. She is also a pro-

fessional jewelry designer, a profes­
sional sculptress and painter, and is an 
art consultant who helps to select 
works of art for private and profes­
sional collections. 

In addition to serving as art director 
on various cruise ships, Mrs. Rosenfeld 
has arranged art tours for fund-raising 
purposes for many Jewish charities. 
There is no charge for Sisterhood 
members and one guest each . There 
will be a $3.00 charge for each addi­
tional guest. Refreshments will be 
served before the program. 

Sisterhood To Be Honored At 
Israel Bonds Brunch December I 9 

The Officers and Trustees of the 
Congregation will honor the 70th Anni­
versary of Sisterhood at a gala Cham­
pagne Brunch on behalf of the State of 
Israel Bonds. 

The Brunch will be Sunday, Decem­
ber 19th, 11 A.M. in the Krauskopf 
Auditorium . 

Joyce Fishbein, the immediate past 
President of Keneseth Israel , and a 
Past President of Sisterhood, will serve 
as Brunch Chairman. 

Reserve the date and plan to be with 
us. 

This truly is a time to say congratula­
tions to Sisterhood for its contribution 
to the life of K.I., and to the K.I. women 
who have dedicated themselves to the 
Congregation and to Reform Judaism. 

As we say Happy Birthday and share 
this historic occasion, we can also 
make a contribution in Sisterhood 's 
name to tomorrow-to the survival of 
Jewish life in Israel. 

Art Exhibition Presentation 
In New Artists' Showcase 

On Friday night, October 29th, dur­
ing the Oneg Shabbat, the inaugural 
exhibit of K.l.'s Artists ' Showcase will 
present a selection of artistic work 
created by members of the Ascalon 
family. The "Artists' Showcase" is the 
room opposite the cloak room in Fine­
shriber Lobby. 

A truly unique and talented family, 
they have created ceremonial art and 
objects, sculpture, painting and litho­
graphs, as well as offering their archi­
tectural expertise and inventive design 
for synagogues throughout this coun­
try, Mexico and Israel. 

The exhibition is primarily the work 
of Zipora Ascalon but several ex­
amples of the work of her husband and 
son will be included. It is primarily 
bronze sculpture and produced in 
limited editions. 

Zipora Ascalon was born in Poland 
in 1915 and lived there till the age of 
19. In 1934 as a young pioneer she 
emigrated to Israel and settled in Kib­
butz Ein Charod, in the Galilee. Zipora 
met her husband, Maurice Ascalon, a 
noted artist and silversmith who greatly 
influenced her ambitions in the arts. 
They were married in 1935 and have 
three children. 

Zipora started her career in art in 
her mid 50's, rather late in life; but with 
youthful drive, she developed a keen 
feeling of expression that was en­
hanced by memories of infancy in 
Page 2 

Eastern Europe, of visions of smiles 
mixed with tears of Shalom Aleichem 
and the nostalgia of Chagall. 

Since 1967 Zipora 's work has been 
exhibited in numerous galleries and 
museums in the United States, Mexico 
and Israel. Her works are on per­
manent display at the Museum of Mex­
ico City and at the Museum of 
Ethnography and Folklore in Tel Aviv, 
Israel. 

Her recent and untimely death in 
August of this year makes this exhibit 
very special. Her portrayal of love, hu­
mility and humor steeped in the tradi­
tion of the ages reflects her deep 
appreciation for the essential qualities 
of life. 

Members of the Ascalon family will 
be with us for the exhibit opening on 
October 29th so that you may have an 
opportunity to view the art and meet 
them personally. For the convenience 
of the Congregation, the exhibit will re­
main on display until December 10th. 

Information Wanted On 
Confirmation Class 1933 

The confirmation class of 1933 is 
planning its fiftieth reunion. For any in­
formation please contact Elinor Stern 
Putzel at 635-4605. 

We would .. 
like to express 
our deep ap­
prec iation to 
the following 
students who 
participated in 
our High Holy 
Day Services: 

Torah Readers-Adult Services 
Stephanie Schermer 
David Jaslow 
Esther Ginsburg 
Seth Miller 
David Shoulberg 
Lauren Garlitz 

Torah Blessers-Adult Services 
Bruce Greenblatt 
David Fryer 
Matthew Brownstein 

Haftarah Blessers-Adult Services 
Deborah Salkin 
Karen Meyers 
Alissa Gendelman 

Torah Readers-Children's Services 
Perry Myers 
Abby Levy 
Alina Nemirovsky 
Samara Coffman 

Shofar Blowers 
Jay Myers 
Scott Maguire 

Readers-Children's Services 
Suzanne 8.lume 
Heather Rosenwald 
Randall Axelrod 
Brooke Krase 
Jonathan Cross 
Larry Flusser 
Marla Dansky 
Karen Meltz 
Sherri Blackstone 
Mitchell Ferstenfeld 
Gregg Zalkin 

Jonathan Zalkin 
Robert Sbar 
Richard Dansky 
Donna Harel 
Sharon Belter 
Betsy Bobrin 
Brian Weiss 
Jessica Meyers 
Meredith Levy 
Sabina Klein 

We would like to thank the following 
students who participated in our 
Festival Services: 

Readers-Sukkot 
Helene Bachman 
Eric Goldstein 
Meredith Laub 
Michael Bell 

Torah Readers-Simchat Torah 
David Shoulberg 
Samara Coffman 

Confirmation Class: 1983 
Plans are underway for a busy and 

eventful year for this year 's Con­
firmands. The first social event of the 
fall season will take place on Novem­
ber 14th when the class will attend the 
popular show, SHEAR MADNESS, at 
the Bellevue Stratford Hotel. A box 
lunch will also be part of the festivities. 

The Yearbook Committee, under the 
able leadership of Gail and Gary 
Cohen , and a group of creative and 
talented young people, has met and is 
planning what may prove to be the best 
yearbook to date. 

Other pre-confirmation events tak­
ing place in October are picture taking 
for the yearbook, and the first of the 
rabbi 's seminars. 

LIFE CYCLE 
BIRTHS 

Steven Rush Abt, born September 4, 1982. 
Son of Mr. & Mrs. Richard J. (Marci) Abt. 
Grandson of Mr. & Mrs. William Rush. 
Nephew of Mr. Howard M. Rush . 
Cara Winston Zeldls, born September 6, 
1982. Daughter of Dr. Jerome B. Zeldis & 
Dr. Sharon Stamm-Zeld is. Granddaughter 
of Mr. & Mrs. Albert T. Stamm. 
Lynn Miriam Alpert, born September 27, 
1982. Daughter of Rabbis Rebecca & Joel 
Alpert. 

BAR/BAT MITZVAH 

Saturday, November 6 
Brian G. Rich 11 :00 A.M. 
Son of Mr. & Mrs. Barry L. Rich 
Robert Weissman 11 :00 A.M. 
Son of Ms. Patt i Klein & Mr. Larry Weissman 
Saturday, November 13 
Mark David Friedman 11:00 A.M. 
Son of Dr. & Mrs. Milton L. Friedman 
Mitchell Craig Goldberg 11 :00 A.M. 
Son of Dr. & Mrs. Barry B. Goldberg 
Ross Charles Brownstein 5:30 P.M. 
Son of Mr. & Mrs. Alan Brownstein 
Saturday, November 20 
Steven Jacobs 11:00 A.M. 
Son of Mr. & Mrs. Michael Jacobs 
Todd Richard Ettelson 11 :00 A.M. 
Son of Mr. Kenneth J. Ettelson & 
Mrs. Phyllis Ettelson 
Shannon Ann Peiper 5:30 P.M. 
Daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Robert A. Peiper 

WEDDINGS 

Marilyn Chow & Michael Fox, September 
11, 1982. Mr. Fox is the son of Mr. & Mrs. 
Jack Fox. 
Cynthia Rachel Sorenson & Leslie Paul 
Edelman, September 12, 1982. Mr. Edel­
man is the son of Mr. & Mrs. Harris L. Edel­
man. 
Marcy H. Castor & Frederick L. Glick, 
September 12, 1982. Mrs. Glick is the . 
daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Louis Castor. 
Debra Sue Kay & Michael Skolnick, Sep­
tember 12, 1982. Mrs. Skolnick is the 
daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Jules J. Kay. 
Janice EIieen Ginsberg & Don Hollo• 
schutz, October 2, 1982. 
Sally Ann Victor & Larry Michael Sliver• 
man, October 3, 1982. Mrs. Silverman is 
the daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Alvin Victor . 

DEATHS 

Martin Baumholtz, father of Mr. Harold 
Baumholtz. 
Florence S. Challlss 
Rose Goldman, sister of Mrs. Louis (Eva) 
Gottesman. 
Israel M. Goodbread, husband of Mrs. Is­
rael M. (Dorothy) Goodbread. 
Roberta M. Lipschutz, daughter of Mr. & 
Mrs. Allan (Sara) Paris . 
Raymond S. Reinhart, husband of Mrs. 
Raymond S. (Jean) Reinhart. 
Jeanette Rosner, mother of Mr. Joel 
Rosner; Sister of Mr. Sol Gutman & Mrs. 
Walter (Amelia) Sichel ; Niece of Mrs. 
Abraham B. (Hilda) Kehr. 
Dr. Jacob Solit, father of Dr. Robert W. 
Solit. 
Sofie Stern, mother of Mr. Kurt L. Stern . 
Rebecca Shulman, mother of Mrs. Herbert 
G. (Harriet) Aaronson . 
Lllllan Weinberger, wife of Mr. Jack Wein­
berger; mother of Mrs. Barry (Merle) Klein & 
Mrs. Alan (Joan) Winston . 
Beatrice Lalkln, wife of Mr. Irving Laikin ; 
mother of Mrs. Binnie L. Sharp. 
Ann P. Greenberg, mother of Mr. Malcolm 
W. Pascal. 
Minni Sirls, mother of Mrs. Norman M. 
(Diane) Tonkin . 
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75 BOOTHS OF QUALITY 
ANTIQUES FROM 10 STATES 

APPRAISALS 
SUNDAY-November 7, 1982- NOON to 8 PM 

SUNDAY 1•4 pm MONDAY-November&, 1982- 11 AM to 10PM MONDAY 7-9 pm 
TUESDAY-November 9, 1982- 11 AM to 5 PM $3.50 Per Item 

PHILADELPHIA MARITIME MUSEUM 
SPECIAL LOAN EXHIBIT 
SEAFARING ARTIFACTS 

Lunch and Dinner Available 
GOURMET BOOTH AdmlHlon $3.00 . . . with thl• card $2.50 

FREE-PARKING-- - For the Benefit of Youth Actlvltl••· 

KENESETH ISRAEL BULLETIN 
Published every three weeks, except July, by Reform 
Congregation Keneseth Israel, a Reform Congrega­
tion founded in 184 7 and affiliated with the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations. 1.0. No. U.S.P.S. 
811120. 

Township Line and York Road 
Elkins Park, Pa . 19117 

887-8700-02-04 549-9525 

TEMPLE STAFF 
Senior Rabbi 
SIMEON J. MASLIN, D. Min., D.D. 

Associate Rabbi 
STEVEN M. FINK, M.A. 

Rabbi Emeritus of Temple Judea 
MEIR LASKER, D.D. 

Director of Religious Education 
RABBI RUTH N. SANDBERG, B.A. 

Cantor and Music Director 
RICHARD ALLEN , M.A. 

Executive Administrator 
WILLIAM FERSTENFELD, F.T.A. 

Organist 
SHARON BERTHA 

OFFICERS 
President Michael M. Goldberg 
Honorary Presidents: 
Arlin M. Adams, Sylvan W. Drucker, Samuel S. 
Feldgoise, Charles C. Pollack, Richard J. Oberfield , 
Paul L. Jaffe, Horace S. Stern, Louis A. Doull, Joyce 
Fishbein . 
Vice Presidents: 
Jan E. DuBois, Dr. I. Ezra Staples, Miriam Finkel 
Secretary . . . Connie Kay 
Associate Secretary . . .. Steven J Serling 
Treasurer Norman J. Brody 
Associate Treasurer Howard Sichel 

BULLETIN STAFF 
Editor 
MEYER LICHTIG 

Antiques Fair, Israel Bonds-
BARBARA MARMORSTEIN 

Sisterhood-CHARLOTTE ABRAMS 

Brotherhood-HUGH M. ODZA 

K.I. Couples Society-MARK KRAVITZ 

P. T.A.-MERLE KLEIN 

Community Relations-JULIA GREENBAUM 

Fine Arts-DOROTHY WASSERMAN 

Confirmation-COOKIE STERN 

Jewish Book 
Month 

November is celebrated as Jewish 
Book Month throughout the U.S. and 
particularly at the K.I. Library. 

Sid August, Librarian, announces 
that the Library has copies of the new 
translation of the third section of the Bi­
ble, known as "Writings," or "Ketu­
bim" in Hebrew. This is not only a 
modern English translation, but also an 
edition which incorporates recent crit­
ical research and archaeological find­
ings which enrich the reading of 
Psalms, Proverbs, the Five Megillot, 
and remaining books. The most recent 
translation, done in 1917, reflected 
style and usage of an earlier period. 

"Spain, the Jews, and Franco," by 
Haim Avni, has been well received as a 
fascinating account of what happened 
in Spain during World War II, and Fran­
co's attitude toward Jewish refugees. 

The American Jewish Yearbook for 
1982 is a storehouse of information. 
This year's edition ·contains an excel­
lent essay by Lucy Dawidowicz on a 
century of Judaism from 1881 to 1981 . 

For those of you interested in light 
reading, the Library continues to main­
tain a rotating collection of best­
sellers. Put in a reserve for your favor­
ites as they are quite popular. 

Hours for the library are as follows: 
Sunday: 9:00 A.M. to 12:15 P.M. 
Monday: 7:00 to 9:15 P.M. 
Wednesday: 10:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. 
Friday: Before and after Services 

The Cheltenham Antiques Fair to be 
held this year on Sunday, Monday and 
Tuesday, November 7, 8 and 9 at 
Keneseth Israel, holds an unchal­
lenged position as one of the leading 
antiques shows in the area. The an­
tique treasures will be displayed by 
dealers from throughout the United 
States. 

The Twelfth Annual Show, which is 
expected to attract more than 5000 vis­
itors, will feature 75 booths of quality 
antiques. In addition, showgoers will be 
greeted by a fascinating loan exhibit of 
marine objects and seafaring artifacts 
from the Philadelphia Maritime Mu­
seum. 

Throughout the ages artists and 
sailors have been inspired by the sea in 
a thousand different ways. Men aboard 
ships and artists of imagination, in­
spired by voyages and adventures at 
sea, have created a whole kaleido­
scope of fine and decorative arts. We 
are fortunate to have as a special loan 
exhibit some of the model boats, scrim­
shaw, porcelains and other pieces 
housed at the Museum. 

The Fair boasts many superlatives. 
The outstanding quality of the show is 
its infinite variety of truly fine antiques 
in every field. Whether the collector's 
interest is china, silver, porcelain, pot­
tery, jewelry, pewter, paintings, iron, 
art glass, brass, furniture, or oriental 
rugs, he will be satisfied at the Chel­
tenham Antiques Fair. There will be 
pieces from every period and place, 
and in every price range to delight an­
tiques bufts;-asweif as comioisseurs 
and beginning collectors. The Chel­
tenham Antiques Fair will provide a 
fine opportunity to browse for that 
special holiday gift. 

The exhibitors set forth their highest 
quality antiques with flair, finesse and 
thoughtful attention to taste. Because 
of the show's success, many dealers 
have been on the waiting list for sev­
eral years before they are able to par­
ticipate. Regulars have kept their old 
booths since the Fair's inception. 

The Cheltenham Antiques Fair is 
also one of the most educational 
events in the city, with special pre­
event cultural trips. An article written 
especially for this year's Catalogue by 
Jay Weinstein, Assistant Director of 
Sotheby's Silver Department in New 
York City, will elaborate on significant 
aspects of Judaica. 

Those who have unsuspected treas­
ures hidden in their attic, or posses­
sions that are not adequately insured in 
today's inflationary market, can bring 
their items for appraisal on Sunday, 
November 7 from 1-4 P.M. and Mon­
day, November 8 from 7-9 P.M. The 
cost is $3.50 per item. 

Antiques and gourmandaise have a 
natural affinity. The Cheltenham An­
tiques Fair combines these two arts 
and presents an array of mouth-water­
ing specialties. Visitors can enjoy 
snacks, luncheon and dinner in the 
casual and relaxed atmosphere of the 
cafe which offers an extensive menu, 
featuring everything from salads and 
sandwiches to full course meals. A bar 
is also available. In addition, there is a 
gourmet booth that has all the panache 
of a patisserie internationale, where 
they can purchase blintzes, knishes, 
brownies, cheesecakes, quiches, noo­
dle puddings and a feast of other edible 
indulgences grandma would envy. The 

Pictured at the Maritime Museum, 
which will provide a special loan exhibit 
of seafaring artifacts for the Chelten­
ham antiques Fair, are Fair Co-Chair­
persons Ronnie Hahn, left, and Dottie 
Pressman, right. 

booth will be brimming over with home­
made gastronomical dishes, all of 
which can be taken home and frozen 
until needed. Thus, they can ease the 
burden of holiday entertaining. 

The Cheltenham Antiques Fair uti­
lizes the multifaceted talents of many 
women to raise funds for youth ac­
tivities and scholarships. The admis­
sion fee is $3.00 ($2.50 with discount 
flyer or ad or if ticket is purchased in 
-aavaAee)~. -----

The show is eagerly anticipated by 
those who plan to visit and purchase 
from the country's finest reputable 
dealers. The hours are: Sunday, 
November 7, noon to 8 P.M.; Monday, 
November 8, 11 A.M. to 10 P.M.; and 
Tuesday, November 9, 11 A.M. to 5 
P.M. Parking is ample and free. Baby 
sitting is available free of charge. 

THE CHELTENHAM ANTIQUES 
FAIR GALA BRUNCH 

This is one of the major events in the 
K.I. social calendar. This year's 
Brunch, to be held on Sunday, Novem­
ber 7 at 10 A.M., will serve as the open­
ing event for the Fair, which is, of 
course, the raison d'etre of it all. Pic­
tured is a scene at last year's Brunch. 
Helping to serve are Leah Halpern (left) 
and Harriet Young (second from left). 
On the right are congregant Renee 
Richman, a Patron, and Ronnie Hahn 
(carrying the tray). 

Volunteers Needed 
Volunteers are desperately needed 

during the Antiques Fair to "spell" the 
many dealers who often travel long dis­
tances to make the K.I. Antiques Fair 
the great success that it has always 
been. If you possibly can donate some 
time and energy, please call Connie 
Green, VE 6-5440. 
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We Gratefully Acknowledge Your Contributions 
YAHRZEIT FUND 

Donor In Memory Of 
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin E. Abrams . Mother, Selma M. Abrams; 

Father, Isadore Jacobs 
Cantor & Mrs. Richard Allen Grandfather, Louis Hyman 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael B. Asch . Mother, Ruth Cohn; 

Granddaughter, Julie B. Goldman 
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Asher .. Grandmother, Fanny Krasny 
Mrs. Stanley Bauer . Husband, Stanley Bauer 
Mrs. Albert Behrend . Mother, Cecilia S. Loewenstein 
Mrs. B. Berkowitz .. Loved Ones 
Mr. & Mrs . Harold Blatstein . Father, Edward Blatstein 
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Brumberg ... Father, William Gorman 
Mrs. Monte Budowsky . . Husband, Monte Budowsky 
Dr. & Mrs. Frank Burstein Father, Frank Jablon 
Mr. & Mrs. Albert J. Caplan . Aunt, Freda Mann 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Cohen Uncle, Edward Roth 
Mrs. Lillian R. Cohen Father, Jacob Ritch 
Mrs. Rose R. Cohen . Brother, Max J. Essner 
Mr. & Mrs. Emil Cohn, Ill . Parents, Rose & Jerome W. Starr 
Dr. & Mrs. David S. Cristal . Father, Leon M. Hagedorn 
Mr. & Mrs. Harris Edelman Father, Abraham Kaufman 
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Farcus . Mother, Pauline Engle 
Mrs. William Gash Mother, Sidonia B. Pollock 
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Girsh Mother, Mae J. Girsh 
Mrs. Ruth M. Glick .. Brother, Carl Michelson 
Mrs. Israel M. Goodbread Daughter, Nancy R. Chomitz 
Mrs. Ruth W. Gran Father, Samuel Wolfman 
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Gross .. . Aaron Spector; Leon E. Spector 
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Gross ... Mother, Sara Roth; 

Brothers, Arthur Eilberg & Herbert Solomon 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Halpern Father, Nathan B. Raich 
Dr. & Mrs. Ivan Hamberg . Father, Benjamin M. Shaure 
Mr. & Mrs. Jules Hark . Parents, Bessie & Harry Hark 
Mr. & Mrs. Roland Hausmann . Grandmother, 

Dr. & Mrs. Robert S. Heller 
Bertha Moser 

. Mother, Mary Heller; 
Uncle, Julius Savitz 

Mrs. David Herdan ... Husband, David Herdan 
Dr. & Mrs. Jerry H. Herman . Father, Alfred A Borth 
Mrs. Celia Isaacs . Parents, Fanny & Samuel Bramson 
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Kanter . Mother, Reba Kanter 
Mr. & Mrs. Eric T. Katz . Mother, Marianne Katz 
Mr. & Mrs. Myron Kerbel Fathers, Herman Kerbel 

Mr. & Mrs. Jay Kitnick 
Mrs. Bertha Kivitz . 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Kline 
Mr. Irving Laikin 

& Abraham Ulitsky 

Dr. & Mrs. Sigmund E. Landis 
Dr. & Mrs. Irwin Lebow 

Father, Gerson Kitnick 
Feige Kivitz 

Father, Samuel L. Kline 
Mother, Fannie Laikin 
Father, David Landis 

. Mother, Lena Z. Gordon; 

Mrs. Reba Lefco 
Mrs. Carl M. Levy 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Levy 
Mrs . David Luber 
Mrs. Harriett McGuire 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Meyers . 
Mrs. Maurie Meyers 

Cousin, Larry Bonder 
Mother, Augusta White 
Father, Harry Freiberg; 

Brother, Louis Freiberg 
. Mother, Carrie Levy 

Husband, David Luber 
Mother, Diana Freed 

. Mother, Etta S. Cohen 
.. Father-in-law, Louis Meyers 

Mrs. Henry Meyer 

Mr. Richard Meyer 
Mrs. David Mitchell 

Mr. & Mrs. Dan Mogel! 

. Minna Ochser; David Ochser; 
Henry I. Marks; Victoria 0 . Marks 

Father, Martin T. Meyer 
Mother, Esther Kaufman; 

Mother-in-law, Rose Mitchell 
. Sister, Jean Matusow 

Mother, Rose Mozenter 
Father, Albert S. Myers, Sr. 

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Mozenter 
Mrs. Morris Nankin 
Mrs. L. Nerenberg 
Mr. & Mrs. Arnold Noskow 
Mr. & Mrs. Allan Paris 

Father, Samuel Paikin 
Father, Herman B. Schuster 

. Mother, Mary Paris; 
Sister, Charlotte Paris 

Mrs. Milton Pepp . Husband, Milton Pepp 
Suzanne & Joshua Reisman Father, Milton H. Reisman 
Mr. & Mrs. Roy B. Rieder . Mother, Frances Rieder 
Mrs. Abram Ritt . Mother, Anna Fine 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Rosenstein Fathers, 

Morris Rosenstein & Samuel Stoll 
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Sargrad Father, David Sargrad; 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Schor 

Mr. & Mrs. Joel D. Schwartz . 
Mr. & Mrs. Sol Schwartz 
Mr. & Mrs. Harris Segelin . 
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Seltzer 
Mr. & Mrs. Roy L. Silver 
Mr. & Mrs. Fred M. Simon 
Mr. & Mrs. Alexander Singer 

Grandmother, Bella Gitlin 
Father, Herman B. Schuster; 

Uncle, Irving Shuster 
. .. Mother, Clara V. Katz 

Father, Louis Schwartz 
. Father, David Segelin 

. Father, Benjamin Waxman 
Father, Harry Porter 

. Father, Joseph E. Frechie 
. Mother, Mary Singer; 

Father, Raymond S. Lederer 
Mrs. Herbert L. Simon Mother, Rose M. Cahn 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard K. Simon Mother, Jennie K. Simon 
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome H. Sostmann . Brother, Milton L. Levy 
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Spiro . Father, Isadore Spiro 
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Stamm . Father, Harry Stamm 
Mr. Eli Stein . Parents, Anna & Morris Stein 
Mr. Raymond Stevens . . Father, Bernard Stevens 
Miss Lillian Taicher . Sister, Frances Cochran 
Mrs. Carl Taicher & Family . Husband-father, Carl Taicher 
Mrs. Bessie M. Toll Brother-in-law, David Toll 
Dr. & Mrs. Max Wald Son, Andrew z. Wald 
Mrs. Lynn Walker Son, Donald M. Walker 
Mrs. Gloria K. Weissman Father, William Kaufman 
Mrs. Nathan Wesler . Mother, Rose Kron 
Mr. Milton Wexler Father, Herman Wexler 
Mr. David L. White .. Mother-in-law, Mary Friedman 
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard S. Wissow H.S.H. Princess Grace 

of Monaco 
Mr. & Mrs. Phineas H. Wittenberg . Brother, David M. Rose 
Mrs. Donald M. Wolf Mother, Bertha Levy 
Dr. & Mrs. Martin Yarnoff Father, Jacob L. Yarnall 
Mr. & Mrs. Stanton M. Yusem Father, Meyer M. Robinson 
Dr. & Mrs. Herbert Zigerman Father, Benjamin Morris 
Mrs. Maurice Zimmerman . Husband, 

Maurice Zimmerman; Father, Harry Broude 

MARCIA L. ABRAMS 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

Donor In Memory Of 
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin E. Abrams . John Steinman; 

Lillian P. Weinberger 

Donor In Honor of 

Mr. & Mrs. Marvin E. Abrams . . Birth of Steven Rush Abt 
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STEPHEN R. BAUM 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

Donor 

Mr. & Mrs. Warren Elias . 

Donor 

Mrs. Hortense Schepp 

In Memory Of 

.Solie Stern 

In Honor Of 
Birthday of Ruth W. Gottlieb 

BROTHERHOOD SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
Donor 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul E. Schwab . 

Donor 

In Memory Of 

. .. Jeanette Rosner 

In Honor Of 
Mr. & Mrs. Maury Bregman ...... Recovery of Hugh Odza 

ISRAEL CANCER RESEARCH FUND 
Donor In Memory Of 

Mr. & Mrs. Maury Bregman . Harold Hodes 
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Greenbarg 

& Family . Mollie David; Minnie Bergman 
Mr. & Mrs. Louis M. Isenberg . Lillian P. Weinberger 
Mr. & Mrs. Pete Kallish .. Benjamin Phillips 
Mrs. Manuel Korn . . Jeanette Rosner 
Mr. & Mrs. Jack M. London . Lillian P. Weinberger 

ISRAEL CANCER RESEARCH FUND 
Donor In Memory Of 

Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Mennies .. Melvin Ludwig 
Mrs. Samuel Romm . Beatrice Laikin 
Dr. & Mrs. David Weiss . Brother of Mrs. Sylvan Dubin 
Dr. & Mrs. Arnold Young & Family . . Beatrice Laik/n 

Donor In Honor of 

Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Cohen ....... Birthday of Louis Seltzer 
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Pressman . .. Birthday of Louis Seltzer 

LESLIE EDELMAN 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

Donor In Memory Of 
Mr. & Mrs. Irwin I. Levy .... Jeanette Rosner 

FINE ARTS FUND 
Donor 

Mr. & Mrs. Maury Bregman 
Mr. & Mrs. David Steinberg 

Donor 

Mr. & Mrs. Maury Bregman 
Mr. & Mrs. David Steinberg 

& Family 

In Memory Of 

Israel M. Goodbread 
Myer Young 

In Honor Of 
... Recovery of Morris Finkel 

. Anniversary of Mr. & Mrs. 
. Leonard Wasserman 

GENERAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
Donor 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Klein 

In Memory Of 

Lillian P. Weinberger 

PHYLLIS K. GOLDSMITH ORGAN FUND 
Donor In Memory Of 

Mr. & Mrs. Lester L. Waas, Jr. Father, Lester L. Waas, Sr. 

MARK KAY 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

Donor In Memory Of 

Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Goldenberg 
Mrs. Mark Kay 

. Joseph Reich 
.... David Taubman 

.Anna Stein Mr. & Mrs. Monte Kay 

Donor 

Mrs. Mark Kay 

In Honor Of 
Birthday of Ruth Alexander 

MANUEL & BLANCHE KORN 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

Donor In Memory Of 
Mrs. Samuel L. Dienes .. Birthdays of Bertram W. Korn 

& Alan Lindy; Yahrzeit of Alan Lindy 

Donor 

Mr. & Mrs. Irwin I. Levy 
Mr. & Mrs. Leon Malzer 
P.T.A. Board 

In Honor Of 
.. Birthday of Blanche Korn 

. Birthday of Blanche Korn 

. Birthday of Blanche Korn 

KIFTY FUND 
Donor 

Dr. & Mrs. Arnold Young 
& Family 

In Honor Of 

Birthday of Nancy Flacker 

ELINORE KOHN 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

Donor In Memory Of 

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur G Abrahams ... Jeanette Rosner; 
Sofie Stern 

... Jeanette Rosner 
. Jeanette Rosner; 

Sofie Stern 

Mr. & Mrs. Aaron Faggen 
Mr. & Mrs. Louis A. Kober 

Donor In Honor Of 

Mr. & Mrs. Louis A. Kober . Bat Mitzvah of Susan London 

BERTRAM W. KORN MEMORIAL FUND 
Donor 

Mr. & Mrs. Irving Cartun . 
Mrs. Dorothy P. Cohen 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert M. Langsdorf 
Mr. & Mrs. Irving Mazer 

In Memory Of 

Brother of Lester Levitt 
... Florence Challiss 

.. Israel M. Goodbread 
Brother of Lester Levitt; 

S. Radbill 
Mrs. Sidney J. Rinek 
Mrs. Albert P. Seltzer 
Mr. & Mrs. Roy L. Silver 
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Weiner 

Florence G. Goodman 
. Brother of Mrs. Harry Herman 

. Jeanette Rosner; Sofie Stern 
• .. Jeanette Rosner 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Williams Israel M. Goodbread 

Donor 

Mrs. Sidney J. Rinek 

In Honor Of 
Engagement of Allen Romisher; 

Marriage of Randy Richman; 
Marriage of son of Gladys Golt 

K.I. KEDEM FUND 
Donor In Memory Of 

Mrs. Idella R. Rosenberg 
Mr. & Mrs. Rowland P. Rosenfeld . 
Mr. & Mrs. Earle Weiss 

. . . Etta Siegel 
Lillian P. Weinberger 

. Florence G. Go~dman 

K.I. KEDEM FUND (Cont.) 

Donor In Honor Of 
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Fertman . . Birth of Naomi R. Fertman; 

Recovery of Stephen Rudman 
Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin Fishbein . . Birth of 

Mrs. Emanuel Lowenstein 

Mrs. Julian Mishel 
Misses Kate & Mary Pinsky 

Michael Eric Buchman 
. Marriage of 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Skolnick 
.. Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Mennies 

..... . .. . Mr.&Mrs. 
Rowland P. Rosenfeld 

Mr. & Mrs. Rowland P. Rosenfeld . Mr. & Mrs. 

Mr. & Mrs. Irvin Weissman . 

Mr. & Mrs. Norman J. Brody 

Roy L. Silver 
. Birth of grandson, 

Michael Eric Buchman 

CLARENCE L. & ESTELLE S. MEYERS 
LIBRARY FUND 

Donor 

Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin F. Richman 

Donor 

Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin F. Richman 

In Memory Of 

Leona Lehmann 

In Honor Of 

. Recovery of 
Hannah Kramer 

DAVID LUBER 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

Donor 

Mrs. David Luber 

In Memory Of 

Husband, David Luber 

RICHARD E. RUDOLPH, JR. 
NURSERY SCHOOL FUND 

Donor 

Dr. & Ms. Isadore Cutler 

Donor 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard J. Abt 
Mrs. Loretta Cutler . 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Green 
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Kates 

In Memory Of 

Israel M. Goodbread 

In Honor Of 
.. Birth of son, Steven Rush Abt 

. Birth of Emily Sluzas 
& Lisa Cutler 

. Mr. & Mrs. Donald Sharp 
... Anniversary of Dr. & Mrs. 

Isadore Cutler; 
Birth of Lynn Miriam Alpert 

& Emily Sluzas & Lisa Cutler 
Dr. & Mrs. Morton Langsfeld, Ill . . Recovery of 

Morris Finkel 

PRAYERBOOK FUND 
Donor 

Mr. Eli Aghen 
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Belter 
Dr. & Mrs. Robert S. Heller . 
Mrs. Manuel Korn 

In Memory Of 

Dr. Jerry L. Rosenbaum 
. Phyllis Kurland 

. Israel M. Goodbread 
Florence Challiss; 

Israel M. Goodbread; Sofie Stern 
Dr. & Mrs. Herbert Lutzky .Jeanette Rosner 
Mrs. Dorothy Meltzer Emma Stabell/ 
Mrs. Ruth L. Schwarz . Israel M. Goodbread 
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome Segal . . Florence G. Goodman 
Mr. & Mrs. Roy L. Silver . . Lillian P. Weinberger 
Mr. & Mrs . Jay F. Sobel 

& Family . 
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard L. Tinkleman 

Donor 

Mr. & Mrs. William Rush 

Mr. & Mrs. Maurice B. Fagan 
Misses Kate & Mary Pinsky 
Mr. & Mrs. Milton Wasserman 

. . Jeanette Rosner 
. Lillian P. Weinberger 

In Honor of 

Birth of grandson, 
Steven Rush Abt 

. Horace Stern, Esq. 
. Dr. Cathy Mintz 

Anniversary of Mr. & Mrs. 
Leonard Wasserman 

P.T.A. SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
Donor 

P.T.A. Board 

Donor 

In Memory Of 

. Lillian P. Weinberger 

In Honor Of 
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Blatstein William Ferstenfeld 

. Recovery of 
Lawrence Nodiff 

. Birth of Lynn Miriam Alpert; 
Bar Mitzvah of Scott Craig Sherin; 

Bat Mitzvah of Barri Cheryl Weinroth 

Lil Gottlieb, Lil Sargrad & Avi Katz . 

P.T.A. Board 

RABBI'S PHILANTHROPIC FUND 
Donor In Memory Of 

Dr. & Mrs. Herbert Aaronson . Mother, Betty Shulman 
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Axe . Charles He/fond; Myer Young 
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Baumholtz Father, Martin Baumholtz 
Ms. Charlotte Blum Hyman H. Mishel 
Dr. & Mrs. Daniel Blumberg Israel M. Goodbread; 

Sofie Stern 
Dr. & Mrs. Floyd Eisenberg . Jeanette Rosner; 

Roberta P. Lipschutz 
Mrs. Abraham B. Kehr . . Niece, Jeanette Rosner 
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Kieserman Wife of Irving Gottlieb 
Mrs. Josephine Konick . Son, Milton Konick 
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Levi . . SofieStern 
Mr. & Mrs. Leon Malzer .Jeanette Rosner 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald N. Meyers . Sofie Stern 
Mr. & Mrs. Stuart C. Meyers Israel M. Goodbread 
Dr. & Mrs. L. W. Morse .Jeanette Rosner 
Mr. & Mrs. Joel D. Schwartz .Jeanette Rosner 
Dr. & Mrs. William Shoulberg . Raymond S. Reinhart 
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Sichel .Jeanette Rosner; 

Sofie Stern; Lillian P. Weinberger 
Mr. & Mrs. Harold A. Platt Raymond S. Reinhart 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Poston ... Isaac Byruch 
Dr. & Mrs. David Weiss Mother of Mr. & Mrs. 

Mr. & Mrs. Irvin Weissman 
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard M . Winston . 
Mr. & Mrs. Phineas H. Wittenberg 
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard L. Tinkleman 

Donor 

Harry Baum 
. Jeanette Rosner 

Lillian P. Weinberger 
. Dr. Jacob So/it 

. Jeanette Rosner 

In Honor Of 

Misses Lillian & Sue Axe Birth of Lynn Miriam Alpert 
Mr. & Mrs. Reuben Ben Recovery of Morris Finkel 
Dr. & Mrs. Daniel Blumberg . Seth Miller 
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Dorshaw Recovery of Harry Romain 
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Fox . Marriage of Mr. & Mrs. Michael Fox 
Dr. & Mrs. Ivan Hamberg . Birth of Lynn Miriam Alpert 

RABBI'S PHtLANTHROPIC FUND (Cont.) 

Donor In Honor Of 

Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Kieserman 
& Family . . . Birthday of Rose Strauss 

Mrs. Josephine Konick . Her 92nd birthday 
Misses Kate & Mary Pinsky . High Holy Day Services 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Poston Birth of 

Samantha Gayle Ginsberg 
Mr. & Mrs. Rowland P. Rosenfeld Rabbinic Staff 

& Administrator 
Mr. Louis Salaman .. Marriage of Mr. & Mrs. 

Scott Barsky 
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard L. Tinkleman . Birthday of 

Blanche Korn 
The following have donated to the Rabbi 's Phi/anthropic 
Fund: 
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Glantz, Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Mennies, 
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Rosenfeld, Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence R. 
Wechsler, Mr. & Mrs. Frank L. Newburger, Jr ., Dr. & Mrs. 
Arthur Silverman, Ms. Beatrice L. Heckheimer, Mr. & Mrs. 
Samuel Meltz, Mr. & Mrs. Alan H. Newmayer, Sr ., Mr. & 
Mrs. Jacob Whitebook, Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Goldenberg, 
Mr. Bernard Kant, Mr . & Mrs. Jack M . Lipson, Mrs. 
Florence R. Model! 

RITA L. ROMISHER 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

Donor In Memory Of 
Mr. & Mrs. Alexander N. Lichten . Sister, Clara Honowitz 

SPECIAL CLASS FUND 
Donor 

Mr. & Mrs. Irving Schechtman 
In Memory Of 

. Father of 
Pauline Dickstein 

IDA & ABE STEINBERG SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
Donor 

Mr. & Mrs. David Steinberg & Children 
In Honor Of 
Speedy recovery 
of Ida Steinberg 

MORRIS & LOTTIE SHTEIR 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

Donor 
Mr. & Mrs. Will iam L. Flacker 
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Marmorstein 

In Memory Of 
Jeanette Rosner 

Florence G. Goodman 

SISTERHOOD SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
Donor In Memory Of 

Mr. & Mrs. Maury Bregman Florence G. Goodman; 
Myer Young 

Mr. & Mrs. Morris Finkel Jeanette Rosner; 
Sofie Stern 

Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin Fishbein .Jeanette Rosner 
Mr. & Mrs. Milton Grant . Jeanette Rosner 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Kahn & Sons Minnie Ellis 

SPECIAL PROJECTS FUND 
Donor 

Mr. & Mrs. Jerome Goldstein 
Mrs. Anna Greenblatt 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Gutman 
Dr. & Mrs. Harry Herman 
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Markman . 
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Mennies 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Poston 

Donor 

In Memory Of 

Samuel Baritz 
Jeanette Rosner 
Jeanette Rosner 
Jeanette Rosner 
Morris P. Marcus 

Israel M. Goodbread 
. Martin Baumholtz 

In Honor Of 

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Garfinkle Birth of Lynn Miriam Alpert 

ESTELLE I. WAXMAN 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

Donor 

Dr. & Mrs. Ivan Hamberg 
Mr. & Mrs. Myron Waxman 

Donor 

Mr. & Mrs. Alvin Waxman 
Mr. & Mrs. Myron Waxman 

In MemoryOf 

Benjamin Schwartz 
Morton S. Rose; 

Mother of Annette Schultz 

In Honor Of 

Birthday of Harvey Portner 
Marriage of 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Skolnick 

ROBERT S. WILE 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

Donor In Memory Of 

Mrs. Dorothea S. Don Max Gruber 

Community Relations 
Join us on Sunday, November 21, at 

9:30 A.M . Rothschild Aud itorium, as 
part of the Rabbi 's Discussion Series . 

" The Empty Chair," a beaut ifully­
crafted color and sound production , 
f ilmed on location with a Hollywood 
crew, explores the changing Jewish 
family of the 80 's. Th is exceptional fi lm 
won the bronze Cindy Award and the 
U.S. Independent Film Festival Award. 
After seeing . the dramatization of a 
single parent family trying to maintain 
its Jewish identity, Deborah D. Shain, 
Clin ical Social Worker and Assistant 
Director office of Medical Education­
Medical College of Pennsylvania, wil l 
lead a discussion on new relationships. 

At th is meeting we will announce the 
formation of a new group and program 
as part of K.l. 's concept of a Caring 
Community. If you would like more in­
formation , or are interested in baby sit­
ting arrangements, please call Julie 
Greenbaum at 576-5131 . 
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WHAT WE SAID ABOUr ~ 

The High lblidays 5743 were not an easy time for t.h:>se of us wh:> are charged 

with articulating the there of hesbon ha-nefesh. Israel had invaded Iebaron in -June. R:>sh Hashanah came just after the IDF errled its bcmbardment of West Beirut. 

rti 11 haa ••oeti W.1 BIii • 711 •· 'lhe killings in the Chatila am Sabra encarrp­

ments came to light during the Aseret Yanai Teshuvah. 

Maey_ rabbis avoid oontanfX)rary issues on the High Holidays. It's a time to deal 

with the unchanging themes, rut this year nearly everyone felt the need to dis- , 

cuss these events. One rabbi told his cxmgregation, ''We cannot not talk aba.lt it;" 

am nost of us agreed and followed suit. 

What we said am did during the 5743 H:>ly Day season brought into bold relief 

each rabbi's view of his role in the p;1lpit. l-bst of us instirx::tively followed 

the ral:i>inic nonition, lo l 'daber kategoria al Yisroel. W e are not Irquisitors. 

Orr role is to heal and enoourage, not· to prove Israel guilty of sin. One man 

told his oongregati-on, ''We nust have faith in a.rrselves." Another spoke of the 

need for solidarity. "This Yan Kipp.ir we nn.ist not desert the people of Israel .. " 

A nurrber expressed real ·anger against rolleagues wh:> had made wflat- they oonsidered 

katerogical statements to the press: ''What must it look like to t:lE mn-Jewish .- r 

world when a rabbi, of all people, takes up the Arab party line." 

It was a dif f iailt t:ime. 'ffie media's harrlling of the news fran I.ebamn had 

led many in our congregations to feel that the Jewish people were urxler attack: 

"'!be result in this camtry was a picture of an Israeli Goliath - militaristic, in­

sensitive and oollying - wracking death and destruction on innocent civilians. It> 

matter what was reported later to rorrect the inaccuracies and distortion ... it 

was a nDst unpleasant picture." "Many are all too eager for us to wash our dirty 

linen in pJbl:ic." If the world rather relished judgiIV3 and ex>ooenning Israel am 

Jews it was -seen as unprepared to judge itself. - "I was prald tnat--the Jewish cx:&­

munity was outraged by what happened in Beirut. I am unhaRJY that I did oot hear • 

aey responsible Olristian voices stan:l up am say th:>se -were Christian militia men --·· 
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who ennui tted the massacre. . . the Israelis didn't pull the triggers; yet, I 'rn pre­

pared to cri~cize them for even allowing it to happen; but where are the major Chris­

tian spokespoople who shoold stand up and say: '-nus is rot Christian behavior!" 

'lhe holidays followed close on the Pope's meeting with Arafat arrl several sennons 

ccmrented on John Paul's embracing a terrorist leader whose troops had been kill-

ing Christians as well as Jews and on the moral a::Mardice of the Olurch's oontinuing 

unwillingness to rerognize the State of Israel. 

I was interested to Jcnow what we said to our oongregations, how we reacted 

to the spiritual discanforts of that time, and whether the angry critical voices 

which made the news were representative of our fraternity. 'lb answer these questions 

I analyzed holy day sernons arrl published ccmnents sent to me by thirty-six ool~ 

leagues. M:>st, I fourrl, had spoken as I had, out of a feeling that war is always 

a tragedy, but that the events of last smmer had to be pit into perspective. "What­

ever Israel's mistakes we nust not forget the unremi. tting seige which Israel has 

erdured1and that the West Bank an~ the Palestinian proolems are ultimately the re­

sult of Arab passions and policies, rrt Israel's." "Israel does rot live in the 

dream world; its world is real. When it sees enemies on all sides of her, it did 

what it felt it had to do, for not only seairity reasons but for its very life." 

"It's been -an uncanfortable sunmer for Jews because of the Iebanese crisis arxl 

the three-fold decision on the part of Israel to 'restore a central goverrment in 

Lebaron, capable of controlling the country and its poPJlation,' 'to guarantee 

Israel's borders £ran terrorist arrl oonventional military threats £ran PU> bases 

in Ie.banon, ' 'to arrange for the rem:wal of all foreign forces £ran . Lebaron. ' '!he 

press and high officials in rur government have given the impression that it is 

Israel wh:> is at fault. Certainly, the loss of innocent lives is to be deeply re­

gretted. let the world Jcnow that it is the PU> woo are the rrurderers arx1 the 

terrorists, and the Je,,s cannot ever 'turn the other cheek.' We Jews nust stand 

together in our solidarity with Israel, arrl as for bein-J unoanfortable when has it 
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not been so to be a Jew?" 

M:>st of us were disturbed by the ll8ll.a ooverage. A surprisir¥3 number of ool -

leagues had visited the war area during the late sunmer and were able to testify 

£ran their own d::>servation how rruch the destruction had been exaggerated arrl ha-I 

l~ttle had been reJ:X>rted of the hatred :l the Iebanese of the PID. "Israel was 

savaged by the ll8ll.a, by the press and television. '!he_ young refX)rters ScM this 

as another Vietnam, which it was mt! Please make no mistake here as to~ mean­

ing. There has been enough destruction of property, roore than enough tragic loss 

of life. But any resetblance between what I witnessed there am what 1TOst of us 

witnessed on our television screens is less than coincidental." Even a strong 

critic of the Begin goverment's policies who was often quoted in the newspapers 

praised Martin Peretz 's Ie.banon Eyewi bless article ( ''New Rep.lblic, " August 2) arrl 

added, "I am persuaded that the merlia was guilty of initial distortion in reports of 

what the Israeli military did in Iebaron. I am persuaded that Israel's soldiers prac­

ticed ' tohar ha neshek ' -- the 1TOrali ty of anns with zeal and extreme sensitivity. " 

Others said sircply: "I tell you, IT¥ people, Israel has been maligned." 

OJr own experiences over the surrmer had swwn that not all the merlia bias or­

iginated in West Beirut. Critics of Israel had their views headlined. 'lbose who 

offered qualified statements had their via-,s distorted, am th:>se who defended Is­

rael £0\.100 that their views were not reported. "I took a strorg stand on the de­

fense of Israel and the press did not print anything I said." ArX>ther wrote me: 

"I am sending the semen itself so you can see ho(,, distorted the rewspaper report 

is." ArX>ther told his ex>r¥Jre9atim: "It happened to me again today. . • • •• ·11 f 

11 a sa•a, a snip of an intervia-1 taken out of oontext." That was £ran the East roast. 

A West roast rabbi reported that "the head of the Federation and I held a news 

cx>nfereooe. 'l\..o different ns-,spapers hcd b0 entirely different acoounts. One 

reported we agreed wi. th the-President' s plan and the other- said we disagreed. One -

misquoted me as sayiJYJ the PW should be represented duri.rJ3 peace talks. I called 
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next norning for a oorrection. I bed specifically said: 'a legitimate representa­

tion of the Palestinian pEDple' and I ha::l stressed not the PIO." 

Media bias was explained in various ways. "sane explain it as old-fashioned 

anti-semi tism in modern garb. Others suggest that sane of the press may have been 

bought by Arab oil noney or by the KGB or by the C.I.A. Robert Slater, Middle 

Fast CX)rresIX)ndent for "Time Magazine,'' clained that much of the blaire goes to 

the Israelis woo were not CX)Qperative with the press arrl TV during the first b.10 

weeks of the war. let me suggest anotler reason. lb one likes to feel guilty. 

Since the Se(X)nd ~rld War decent people have been troubled by the ITalD:ty of the 

Holocaust. I suggest that the war in Iebanon gave a strategy to eradicate this un­

pleasant, queasy feeling of guilt: ~ victims of the Holocaust are creating another 

Holocaust with other victims. Jews were depicted as acting like Nazis toward Arabs. 

West Beirut was co:upared to the Warsaw Ghetto, and Jews to Nazis mrulitting a Holo­

caust against inrx:>cent, helpless Palestinians. 'Ihis was so far fran the actual 

facts, so irrational that I suspect its source, too, is irrational. It may have 

been,- I suggest, an unconscious cq,ing way to expunge oneself fran the guilt that 

llcm1s over many decent people because of the Holocaust." 

Given the media's intense interest in locating and plblicizing dissent in the 

Jewish cxmrunity, no critic oould claim to be su;rprised when the media played up _ 

his ccnments; so the question nust be asked; why did th:>se who went ?Jl)lic go public? 

A cynic might speak of ego; here was a golden ewortunity to make headlines. I 

tern to disniss this explanatiai, but I cannot help but worder about the oolleague 

who invited teleyision cameras into his sanctuary Kol Nidre night. I also fmmd 

this revealing language in a bulletin article. "Friday afterroon, erev Shabbat Shuva, 

14 Refonn, Conservative and Orth:xlox ral:i:>is, representing only thenselves (arxl an 

additional 12 of their oolleagues wl'X> CX>Uld not be present) gave a press conference. 

we ma::le the eleven o'clock news on at least b«> television stations and half a 

cbzen ratio stations. '!he press, with the exception of Jim Franklin in the Glci>e, 

• • 
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w1X> alluded to our hastily conceived venture at 'making news' has so far let us c:bwn" 

(italics mire). 

A few oolleagues have mcrle it their business for many years to voice publically 

their criticism of Israel in the general press. What was unusual about this Fall 

was that a nunber of oolleagues woo had rx:>t heretofore publically criticized Is­

rael felt caupelled to do so. J 7 t l ••• rr:1t las 1 • ttsl a alst I at l!lm l ■ ■ ai : J 1 

•••?•1111111:.i: ·•·•111111111: 111111 ■l-■llalilllilllll■•· In Boston and Chicago small groups 

of colleagues met and signed critical statanents intended for publication. The 

Chicago statanent was particularly interesting since it underlined the fact that 

going public was seen by the signators as a significant symlx>lic step - ''breaking 

our discipled silence under which we have long stood in relation to Israel." Those 

woo signed on agreed to read the statalent to their congregations, and many did. 

'!he sernons I read fran this group tended to focus on the issue of cxming out 

of the closet, going public with criticisn of Israel, and I sensed a palpable sense 

of relief that the speaker had finally let himself say mat he had felt for a long 

time. "I could mt help but think of the many times I had twirxJes of rroral ooncern 

about the directiai in which Israel was noving but kept silent, worrying that my 

words oould have been attacked as disloyal to Israel, a traitor to the cause ... 

all of us, all who did not speak, share this guilt because our silence was never 

in the best interests of Israel." "Olr silence has oontributed toward Israel's 

present predicament" and "speakiD:J out i.s the begiming of Israel's healing." 'nle 

skeptic in me suggests that speaking out in Tel Aviv - the massive rally demaooing 

an investigation of the goverrment's role in the events leading to the Chatilla 

killings - might and did represent the beginning of Israel's healing, while speak­

ing out in Chicago accnuplished little b.lt to oonvince the media that their ener­

getic digging for proof of Jewish dissent had hit pay dirt. 

Aoother of the signators explained that he spoke as he did about the militancy 

of the Begin govenment in order to save the loyalties of the American Jew. "over 
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the past nonths many of our young people and our intellectuals have becxrne alien­

ated." It was his hcpe "that plain talk, iooral talk am real dialogue will help 

stem the tide of alienation fran Israel and the Jewish people." Again, the skeptic 

in me ~nders if these alienated intellectuals and would-be intellectuals were 

in the ccngregation to hear .iris plain talk. 

I would describe these cri ·de cx:>eur_prooouncsrents arx1 sernons as exactly 

what they seaned to be: a public unburdening by sane wh:> were sick at heart that 

an Israel they cared deeply about was oo longer the gentle state of their dreams 

and that the current Begin goverment slDwed few signs of being sensitive to their 

concerns. 'Ibey were disturbed by what they knew of Israel's hard-nosed occupation 

policies in the West Bank, of the Begin •· govermenti~s enoouragerent of West Bank 
. ' 

settlsrents, arx1 of a grcwing µlblic attitude in Israel which they felt no longer 

accepted pc:Mer as a painful necessity rut glorified force. 

Others questioned this need to go on the ·reoord. "'Ihe CXJTbiriation of TV, 

radio am newspapers have helped distort our nonnal vision and wisdan. It has pro­

duced a flood of solemn, strident am oonfusing resolutions in the American press 

am in our own city, even fran rabbinic colleagues. '!he only saving grace is that 

such prooouncements will not be long :t::srenbered." Another wrote: "Too many hneri­

can Jews were too quick to believe this early media distortion, too swift to pass 

jud~t on Israel. Too many of us, because we have an .unrealistic image of Is­

rael, have been too willing to li1I)Ose unreasonable standards upon her. 'Ibo many 

of us, because of our indignation with Israeli politicians, are too ready to vent 

our indignation on all Israelis." In a similar view aoother, paraphrasing Rein-
\\ hold Neibuhr, spoke of the naivete of the early Zicnist myths whidl failed to 

take into account the essential aroorality which ~ems relatimships between na-
. ~ 

tion states. 

It ~~\ratQU.s urgency to go plblic derived in no snail measure fran ,,. 
frustration with the naticnal. Jewish organizations am power brokers. 
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One of those who spent a lot of time explal.Jll.!1<1 his need to speak out de­

scribed the Conference of Presidents of Major Je,,ish Organizations as a mere "fun­

nel for the conveying of whatever the line of the Israel governnent at any time 

to the American Jewish camunity." In their approach, he said, "tribal solidarity 

·takes precedence over judicial 100rality." Another conplained of "the inmaturity 

and irresponsibility of so many of our American Jewish leaders woo allow Israel to 

call_ all the shots." His proof? 'lhe cancellation of a recent Inteniational Confer­

ence for Soviet Jewry scheduled for Paris because President Mitteran:l waild not 

receive Prilre Minister Begin. He did not raise the questioo of whether kevod ha­

nasi was a legitimate concern. I should add that the localization of these 'I 

need to speak out' senrons Te the two cities where group meetings had taken place 

arxl a co-signed prona.mcarent had been sent to the press made me wonder if sane 

powerful personality had set a tone based on his am agenda which others, in the 

heat of a tense situation, picked up and mcrle their own. 

Conplaints of this t.yi:e shaded over into canplaints that Jewish life was 

too Israel-centered and, presunedly, diminished by that fact. Cne colleague who 

had avoided all reference to the Middle Fast except for a single paragraph which he 

inserted into his Kol Nidre semnn sent me this explanation: "I stuck with my 

original thanes arxl felt I achieved keeping a perspective on things. I guess sane 

of this reflects my growing fee~RJ that if. we becxme so totally Israel-centered -ill 

our selllDns etc. we are in a sense ass_igning American Judaisn and the synagogue with 

a secord place position." One semen described Israel and the diaspora as the 

p:>les of a single elipse, but quickly added: "The needs of the State of Israel 

necessarily distorted that elipse, that balance." Today "the needs of the diaspora. 

require that the balance be restored." '!he ovei:whelming majority of the senoons 

took a directly q:p>sed tack and erphasized the inp)rtanoe of oontinued financial 

support of UJA, Bonds, etc., despite any guahrs people might have abrut the policies 
of the Begin goven-ment, ""~ of us accept the thesis that energies directed to 

~ 
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benefit Israel and th:>se directed ta..lards arr darestic institutions reenforce each 

other, but one man, wh::>se congregation had scheduled between the holidays a United 

Jewish Appeal rally, billboarded this function, but was quick to add, ''We might 

choose to eannark funds to encourage the calls ~ feel are rrorally oorrect. We 

have not and we shall not turn our backs on Israel, but neither shall we close arr 

mirrls." He then noved on to his major ooncern: support of his cx:mgregation 'E? 

Endo..Jment Fund. 

Two men raised up the fear that Israel's actions would subject the diaspora . 

to violence. "Many of us feel Israel has met its cbjectives and it ought to take 

steps to create a healing climate rather than have a climate where a Je,, will be 

assassinated twenty years fran f'OII, walkirg d~ the street in Chicago." "Who 

would have believed 35 years ago that every synag03Ue in the world would becx:me a 

little Masada with concen1 for security and the obvia1s presence of security guards." 

?-bst of us had the good sense not to play to the deepest anxieties of our surcmer 

soldiers and sunshine patriots: "~re than once I have heard American Jews say, 

how cai:i the state of Israel do this to us ... let me hasten to assure you the ac­

tions of Israel, whether we agree with than or disagree ... will l'X)t increase anti-

. 
t 

Semitism. It may give anti-semites what we call in Hebre,, a eitmn-peh, an excuse. • • 

but it will not be the cause . " 
,.,, 

One oolleague expressed an ecumenical ooncern: - On the issue of the Pales-

tinian Arabs we have bea:me estranged fran the mainline Olristian graips. . .we 

forget that for years am years these were the greatest suPfX)rters of Israel am 
. 

the struggle of anti-semitism in this oountcy; we do IX)t even talk with than any-

nore;" but, given the contirruing irrliffererx:e of many Church organizations to Is­

rael's needs am the fact that IOOSt of us oo not share thw Revisionist ~t:a,r.4 of • 

the role of the mainline churches in the fam:li.BJ of Israel, nost did 1'X>t voice 

arrz particular longiDJ for these presumedly lost ties. Qle oolleague even described 

"the oosoene rx:>tion" of an U1'lla1led Olristian clergyman who had suggested that "for 
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the pe.ace of the world, Israel may have to disappear." 

Few criticized the invasion of Lebaron. Many made a point of saying that 

they ha:! no qualms about the Peace ~"Galilee operation until the IDF was ordered to 

cross the 40 kilaneter line which had been the anoounced objective. I found only 

two men, both practiced critics, wh::> cxuld fim "no justification" for Israel's 

rrove into Iebanon, and one of th~e ackn::Mledged: "I am one of the mirnrity of 

rabbis that believed fran the first day that the war in Lebaron was doared to be 

a moral ard political failure." The other was certain "the invasion was the center 

piece of a carefully calrulated CDnspiracy. Operation Peace For Galilee was, in 

fact, a mask for a Beirut war, the real intent of which was to peretrate Iebanon 

to Beirut, there to root out ard destroy the PID in order to facilitate the annex­

ation of the West Bank." 

Everyone was heartsick at the oost in human life, but only the b-.10 practised 

critics were prepared to load Israel with all the blame: "Their (PID) excesses did 

not provide Israel with the excuse for the tranerrlous devastation caused in Beirut." 

A fe,, echoed Ali>a Eban and were disblrbed that the Lebaron incursion was Israel's 

first "optional war, the first use of military i:ower where the threat was neither 

inmediate nor potentially fatal;" but again, only the practised critics played mili­

tary expert am cited the ease of th:! Israel advance as proof that the PID was really 

not an enany to be feared. Most reminded their people of the uooergmurrl storerocms 

packed with crates of sophisticated weapons and of the elegant advanced planes 

am missiles of the Syrian Air Force: "The PID did pose a real threat to the Is­

raelis." 

~st recxxpri.zed that no single or simple judgment cnild do justice to the 

CXJnplexity of the situation. ''We weep for all the inrx>oents. Yet, we also Jcrr,.., 

wars may be necessary am wars always kill." Another wrote: "Everyone was torn 

by the agony of the war in Iebaron and its toll in lives lost - Israeli, Iebanese 

and Palestinian. It was the Hebrew poet, Bialik, \'Ibo once wrote: Fit vengeance 
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for the spilt blood of a child the d~il has not cnnpiled. Bialik was speaking 

not only of a Jewish child but of any dlild - all those inoocents mo always suffer 

the roost fran war. --"!be Bible recounts that the children of Israel were a:mnanded 

to smear the blood of a lamb on the dooqx>sts of their houses so that the angel of 

death would pass over them. But surely, the ral:i>inical sages of the Talnud remark, 

the angel of death can distinguish between Jew arrl an,ptian. They answer, 'Once 

destnlction is unleashed, it cannot distinguish between the wicked and the good.' 

Therein lies the tragic ambiguity of wars. ~et the slaves would have renained 

sla~es, fettered still by their tormentors if there have been no plagues. No noral 

barb has been invented to single out terrorists am pass over the civilians. But 

survival is a value in itself and an act of rror~ity." 

I was not surprised that th:>se who were confident that Israel's military ac-
• 

tivity was unwarranted painted the Begirf governnent and the Prime Minister, himself, 

in the blackest of colors; but I was surprised that many wa> scM the couplexity of 

the situation came dCMn just as harshly on the Prine Minister. One oolleague, in 

effect, identified Begin with the Canaanites, that tiny mioority of intellectuals 

who in the pre-State year~ argued _that _Israel should be a Hebrew, not a Ja,.,ish, 

nation - pagan rather than Torahic. He did not specifically call Begin a Caanite, 

but he connected the wellsprings of his policies with the militant rhetoric of that 

group. "Realisn am its needs may -explain, ard perhaps even justify, the devastat­

in.;J oollisicn of h:>stile forces in I.ebawn. But let not the Zionist ideal be stilled. 

Let not the thread of Jewish history be severed. At best, let it be a diversion, 

albeit a necessary one, fran that long, painful .but honorable, saga of the miracle 

of our survival ... We are not Canaanites." ArX>ther said: "He is rot only rigid, 

but caustic, cantankerous and seemingly unappreciative of America's role in sup-

port of Israel." Another: "I have feared and q,posed Menachen Begin since the 

day of his election as Prime Minister. He is neither a man of peace oor one who 

can understand aIXi see the necessity of regardirg Israel as a part of world brother­

lX>Od." Another presented what can only be called a caricature: ''Prime Minister 

. 
' 
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Begin is a disciple of Jaootinsky and the Revisionist roovement in Zionism. Jabotinsky 

preached a fanatic Zionism, an enphasis on power, and a disdain for norality; that 

a man like Menachan Begin, Prime Minister of Israel, that a man like Sharon is De­

fense Minister of Israel - this is a noral catastrcphe for the Jewish people." Only 

one sernon raised the possibility that we might not be giving the devil his due. 

"Begin doesn't cane across ver:y well, especially in these times of~ Reagan Mminis­

tration. Where we have a group obsessed with matters of style, Begin doesn't relate; 

he doesn't lex>k gex>d on 'J.V. He's too damn long-winded and stubborn." He went on 

to say that a few reporters were willing to recognize that Mr. Begin and Israel have 

been U11Ilercifully and unrelievedly battered and have few options left but to batter 

back. I did not find in arr:/ sernon any reference to Mr. Begin's role at Carcp David 

or the pullback fran Sinai or Yarnit. 

Settlarent policies and oontrol methods on the West Bank are real issues and 

positions opposed to Begin's policies are not only uooerstandable but probably 

sound, but I oould IX>t help wondering to what degree these harsh judgments were no­

tivated by differences over ix>litical philosophy and ix>litical strategies and hc:M 

much by pique and personal frustration. Sane of us have close ties with the leading 

I.abor ix>liticians, kil:butz leaders and intellectuals, and our friends are no longer 

in power. ''We are resix>nsible, " one colleague said, "for undercutting sane of the 

finest potential leaders of Israel, sane of the best voices." Another demanded 

the resignation of the Begin goverrunent and cried for a new partnership between the 

l~ership of Reform Judaism, the kil:butz goverrment and Israeli intellectuals "in 
" pursuit of a liberal Jewish spiritual revival built on the principles of Refonn Ju-

.. 
daism aJXl Zionism." A CDzy idea, but isn't the problen that we nust learn to 

work with those who represent today's Israel? Mn:ittooly, Labor's social dE!tOcratic 

visioo is closer to mainstrean Refollll's mission of Israel teaching than the narrower, 

less optimistic, · social instin~-of Begin and the Likucl,- but-c.b we act wisely when -

we caricature their policies am avoid confronting their genuine oonoems? '!heir 

• f 
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version of the old faith may be a bit tough-minded for our taste, but then our 

version of the old faith must seem naively ranantic to many who live under permanent 
• seige. 

My o.-m instincts hcrl been to speak fran the heart arrl fran the head. I under­

stood Israel's predicament and I was concerned over sane of Israel's actions. Most, 
I found, approached their cnngregations much as I had: "We want to be a nation like 

• 
all other nations and we want to be a light unto the nations. We want for Israel 

safety and security, but also a rreaning beyond. sui:vival." Another: "It is the 

oldest of Jewish dilemnas and, at the same time, the irost remarkable of Jewish chal­

lenges. Stated by Hillel so many centuries ago: 'If I am not for myself who will 

be for me, but if I am only for ieyself, what am I?' Ourselves, but also others. 

Survival, security, rut survival with a dream arrl a vision. Orr obligation as sup-
• 

porters of Israel and as sup!X)rters of the Jewish people is to be supporters of 

l:x:>th the body and the soul, of the muscle arrl the vision." Another: ·"I knew that 

for the past 2,000 years, during which we have been the dust under the heel of the 

oppressor, we ex>uld anrnunce that rroral stance without reservation because we were 

the oppressed ones. We advocated what saneone called 'the morality of powerless­

ness.' But then we cane to our own larrl and to rontrol our own destiny, then, as 

in our own lives when children gro,, up, nnrality, idealism arrl values ex>nfront 

the real world of power and the Jewish people who had not krx:,wn political power for 

2,000 years rKM had to cx:me to temlS with its own newly won power, ncM had to grapple 

with the words in the Talnud that if one cx:mes to kill you, you are entitled to 

kill him first - assuming, of course, that yai have the pc:wer." Another: ''We 

Jews pride ourselves that we changed the land of our forefathers to which we returned 

in peace a century acp. We changed it fran a desert to a land in bloan; but the 

land, the burden of a native laue, has also changed us. 'Ibis is the price we have had 

to pay Jo~ nationhood. Jews ra,, have a rnilitazy .. force . . Jews rrM fight wars to 

protect their CMn. '!hank God we can. '!hank God we are good at it. '!bank God 

we can say, 'never again, ' and have the force and the will to persevere - to make 
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it stick." After all, Judaism teaches both "righteousness, righteousness shall you 

pursue" an:l "Be not righteous overnuch, why should you destroy ycurself." 'lb 

nost of us the image of Zion redeemed in justice is a mnpellin:J image, but justice 

is a goal to reach for, not an inflexible standard which can be awlied in all 

situations. 

Only a very few senrons insisted that principle nust be upheld whatever the 

circumstance: "Either Israel and Je,,s everywhere are abronnally noral or why be 

Jewish." Cne such serrcon labeled Leban:>n an "insanity" am insisted that "the 

brutal destruction of cx:mnunities were actions_hardly ·different fran the PIDwhich 

killed sane 100,000 (sic) Iebanese during the last years." He spoke of the hardening 

of world opinion against Israel and, ''by reason of linkage," against world J0Ncy. 

'lhe surrmer's events were viewed as proof that "Israel's noral fiber is rotting 

crwey." His evidence: I.ebanon, yeridah, inflation, · the refusal of the refuseniks 

to settle in Israel etc. He spoke not of noral dilemna, but to set matters straight. 

He hcrl it all workErl out: Begin must resign, Navon was to be named Prime Minister. 

A cabinet of Israel 's best arrl brightest \\10Uld be named. A full investigation 

of the canp affair _would be held arrl all foreign forces waild be :f:Ulled out of 

I.ebaron. Finally, Israel wo.ild reverse \\10rld opinion "by making arneIX1s (sic) with 

African nations who could use their teclmical skills as they prepare for life in 

the 21st century. 

A number of semons oontrasted -a ''wrong" idea of Zionism, a people in search 

of nonnalcy with a "right" idea of Zionism, a state seekiIXJ always to align its 

policies to the highest Jewish principles. "'lhe earliest Zionist pioneers came 

to Palesti~ to found a State unlike any other ... There was to be a universal 

benefit to Israel's birth r.; - . "I expect Israel to live by staroards higher 

than those of other nations. Not only are the eyes of the \\Urld upon Israel; I 

believe that God's eyes are UIX)n her. I refuse to settle for Israel acting juse 

like any other naticm. If that be a dooble starmm, so be it." "Sane. • .h:>ld 

• 
' 



• 

11· 

that Israel should not be judged by higher standards than other nations, that the 

State of Israel was refounded (sic) rot to be a light unto the nations but to ror­

malize the Jewish people. . . As Jews \ve crose rot to be nonnal.." M:>st who spoke 

this way spoke out of sadness rather than anger because "sane of Israel's idealism 

is being lost as the Arab-Israel struggle drags on." A few find this insistence on 

a double standard nothing but rhetoric: "Reform Judaism has as one of its main doc­

trines that Judaism should be a light unto the nations. We should be an exarplary 

people. I long ago relirquished that idea. When American Jews developed the same 

divorce rates; when we prcxluced deliJXIUents, drug addicts and dnmkards as every­

body else does, I concluded that we Je,,s are just like any other people ard perhaps 

nore so. 'lb da:narrl of us what no other peoples expect of themselves is to operate 

on a double stan:lard ... if ot!Er pa:>ples are entitled to their miscreants so, too, 

are the Jewish people. When we agonize over the Bein.it massacre. . . it is because 

hiding o~' s eyes in the face of evil is against the Jewish ethic. It is sanething 

Jews shouldn't be doi~ because decent human beings do not turn cMay when evil is 

being perpetrated." 

If the sernons offered specific advice it was that Israel be nore forthccming 

on the autorony issue arrl restrain, if not actually stop, further settlem:mt on 

the West Bank. ---''In Iebaoon the issue was the great loss ·-of-innocent life-and the ---­

high oost of winnin:J. In the West Bank it is the Begin govenment's seening pref­

erence to contirn.ie military rule and perhaps annexation as opposed to a nnre forth­

ccmir¥1 effort to adlieve a negotiated peace." ArX>ther advised: ''Now is the time 

for Israel to seek peace ... to offer to its Palestinian citizens (sic) sanethirg 

with strength that it could rot offer before rut of weakness am that is a place 

to call their own." A sensitive rope, rut he treated .ins progran as if it guaran­

teed results: "'!here will be no peace until the Palestinians have their place. 

'lhe pranise of self-detenn:inaticn can briDJ peace~" If history teaches anythiDJ it 

is that the virble of a policy does oot guarantee 'its victory. '!his seI.non left the 
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issue at this point, but one of the widely quoted critics was so certain that Pales­

tinian self-deterniination would bring peace that he favored turning the screws on 

Israel to make it happen. "President Reagan will have to apply enornous pressure 

on Begin in order to alter the way the govenurent of Israel interprets the concept 

of autonany laid dCMil in the Carrp David Accords." 

Few ~f those woo prescribed the granting of full autonany to the Palestinians 

confronted the question why so many in Israel do not agree with this program whicn 

apparently seems to many of us both a noral and achievable solution. Little credit 
. ~ "-r-n,,s, 

was given to the iooral sensitivity of any in Israel who are members of Peace 't-b.-1. ,.. 
"'Ihese leaders (Begin-Sharon) are supported by certain changes in the p::>pulation 

of Israel. '!he clear majority are the Sephardim - eastern Jews who grew up in Arab 

lands. They brought an Arab belief in nuscle and force. ~ Arab krXMS muscle, not 

equal justice under law. These Seiflardim who did not share the early Zionist ideals 

of socialism, humanitarianism, and equality are the fiIIn supporters of the Prime 

Minister and his ·policies." This •offharrled dismissal of the moral sensitivities of 

nore than half Israel's citizens disturbed rre and I wcndered if I read into these 

lines ·what was not intended. • I had rx>t. He continued: "Israel is not the guardian 

of Jewish values. In many ways America is a better guardian of those values than 

Israel. We are, after all, a mimrity and it is the minority that is concerned 

with equality arrl civil liberties. In addition, Israel is a frontier state strugg­

ling for survival with little time to ooncentrate on ideals. We are citizens of an 

older, far more secure, dE!llDcracy which has had time to focus on ideals necessacy 

for survival. The American Jew is nore likely to take to heart the great spiritual 

am noral teachings of our heritage than his Israeli counte!Part (italics mine). 

I was troubled by this confident identification of our rooral rheto~ic as 

the right way, the Jewish way; but even more so by the further claim a few rolleagues 

made that- our superior rtDral outioox· is· a · direct benefit of our beiri:J a diaspora 

cxmnunity which is not fully responsible for its own fate. "Judaism and Jews have 
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lived IOOSt of our existence without a state and flourished better in this situation 

than as a nation in antiquity or m:xiernity." I firrl this a strange thesis, indeed, 

for one who reads weekly fran a Bible written and edited by Jews who lived in a 

sovereign Jewish State. Are we to be forever limited to the rooral vision of the 

powerless? If so, we really have little to offer the world by way of a meaningful 

ethic. 

• , 

Another sernon treata:i this thane at sane length. It described: "three great 

and interlocking dangers - nortal (sic) dangers - that afflict \\lOrld Jewry." 'lbe 

secord of these dangers turned out to be "tie danger posed to Jewry by sane of the 

actions of Israel ard the way an ovei:whelmingly hostile world has interpreted 

these actions." "The last thing our \\lOrld Deeds is a mini super power that claims 

to be answerable only to God." "'Ihe fanatic chauvinisn that noves the Begin govern­

ment to rash actions, ·to extravagant clams, · and to biting the hard of its one ally" 

have ~ansfonned ''what the word 'Israel' means today even to its frierds." "'!here 

was ·a tine when the word 'Israel' oonveyed an image of scholarship, of agricultural 

miracles, of rrusical px:odiges, of p:roplecies fulfilled." "'lbday the word 'Israel' 

projects an image of yet another -nation state involved in the blood and guts of real 

politik, oo worse, wt alas, hanily better than any other," which leads to this cxri­

clusicn: "We can IX> longer look to Israel as the prime exenplar of Jewish values 

' and as the prime guarantor of • Jewish survival." 

'lllis larrent noved inmediately to a section entitled "American Jewry, the 

()tly H:>pe." Its oonclusicn: "If Jewry is to sw:vive into the balenty-first cen­

tury in any meaningful way it will be throogh the strength and detemdnatioo of the 

knerican Jewish cx:mrunity." '!his theme was repeated in his Yan Kii:pur semen: 

''We have created here in America outstandinJ Jewish universities and ral:binical 

seninaries am worderful social service agencies; we have produced an unbelievable 

nmber -of ~'laureates~ we predaninate in the nusical -ana literary a:mrunities. 

As I see it, we are in the midst of a Golden Age here in America, an age even nore 
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resplerxlant than the golden ages of Babylonian and Spanish Jewry." American Je,,-

ry is prosperous, well suwlied with institutions, and has many notables to its 

credit, but I was brought short by this enccmium because the speaker had begun his 

Rosh Hashanah sermon by naming as the third and 'rrost severely metastasized' of the 

nortal dangers that confront \\Orld Jewry as "the increasirgly casual and apathetic 

manner in which tre vast majority of Jews respond 1:£? their Jewishness in a secular 

world." Cbvirusly, all is not well in paradise. Whose fault was this? Incredibly, 

Israel's.• "In the midst of all of this intellectual arrl social creativity, so 

many American Jews define their Judaism through Israel, and so many Arrerican Jewish 

institutions take their cues fran Israel. There is an inmaturity - a lack of respon­

sibility in the Arrerican Jewish cx:mrunity - that is frightening to people like me 

who see American Jewry as the guar~tor of Jewish survival." 

As a dlild when my brother am I rough-housed ard broke sooething, my de­

fense was to muplain loudly that it was his fault. 'lb blame Israel for American 

Jewry's lack of cultural and spiritual quality seans to me just such a juvenile re­

action. Israel has rx:>t drained funds fran the synagogue. If you doubt this go 

back aixl look at Tanple budgets and rabbis' salaries fran the 1920's. We are as 

• well off as we are because of Israel. Israel has oot drained funds fran our camu­

ni ties' social welfare institutiais. Joint U.J.A.-Federatiai drives exist because 

local agencies fim it to their advantage to piggy-back on the UJA's appeal. I 

object as much as anyone when a rich oo-gcx:xmik is moored by an Israel-related 

in~ titutiai, but let the synagogue whidl has not done the same cast the first stone. 

I < ·-_cry the coarseness arxj macho of sane American Jews, but are Entebbe arxl the 

bars of Tel Aviv to blame or the violence and imulgeoce of our own society? 

• , 

Cne can find evidence of ''military triumphalism" in Israel: Kahane, the Gush, 

Sharon; but I warder whether these woo claim that ti Israel's policies reflect 
~ .. ~ 

faith in the gun rather than in God may not • still fighting our good fight against 
I\ 

the Viet Nam war. There are s:imilarities. Israeli planes regularly streak across 
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neighboring borders. Elected mayors are sumnarily rem:,ved fran their West Bank 

offices. · Jerusalem is willing to use force to gain its objectives, but there are 

significant differences. Imerica was IX>t threatened. Israel is. The PID ard Syria 

have bcmbed Israel's cities. Unless we deey all rroral sensitivity to all Israelis, 

we must face the fact that the Labor Party and nost of the thoosarrl~woo protested 

Beg~'s position on a camrl.ssion of Inquiry'@ !el Aviy]share his view that the 

West Bank settlements must remain, that Jerusalan must remain united urrler Israeli 

sovereignty, and that the Palestinian ccnmunities on the West Bank canrx:>t be granted 

full sovereignty. 

Cooplex issues require that we use our powers of imagination as well as our 

capacity of irx:lignaticn. ''Because of the 35 years spent on sheer survival ... there 

is a growing sense of spartan military mentality. It's one I don't feel canfortable 

with, but I can't judge because were I to live there all the time then the nature of 

war would be as much a part of my life as the nature of turning on the 'IV for my 

kids to watch Sesame Street." 

What is gained by stereotyping Israel's Sephardic cx:mnunity as rredieval in 

practice and perspective? I like Schirdler's suggestion in his Decanber '82 speech 

to the UAHC Board that we "de-Ashkenize Refomf;Judaism so that we truly becare one 

people;_" but to take _up his sugges_tion whole-heartedly __ would_require that we do nore _ 

than reoognize President Navan as a Sephardi or invite Sephardi intellectuals to the 

next CC.AR Conference. To de-Ashkenize Reform Judaism \a1oold require that we retDVe 

Hegel, Kant, Marx, the social utopians am Wanen's Lib fran our value assmptions. 

It can't be done. I'm not sure it soould be done. But, at least, let's play with 

the idea long eIDUgh to admit that our ethical assunptions CMe as nuch to secular 

Western ideologies arx1 to the inpotency of the diaspora SYna:Jogue as to tralitional 

Jewish sruroes. Our roore than ~simal flights of self-righteais oratory do 

little to enoourage American Jews to cx:nfront thooghtfully the triad of hard issues -

survival, power am 'lbrah - which Israel nust sanehJw adjust. One illustratioo 
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of such rhetoric will suffice: "We all accept and support that· Israel was created 

as a Jewish State, in part to give physical security to Jews who were not allo.-,ed 

the luxw:y (sic) of living elsewhere on earth. That purpose still holds true. . .but 

more than a refuge, Israel must be JEWish . . 'lb be Jewish it must live and act in 

the spirit of Judaism as reflected by our highest ideals and loftiest values. If 

it does mt it has no JOOre reason to exist than any other nation arrl can lay m 

special claim to the allegiance of anyq_ne including its o.-,n citizens (italics mine). 

We do not have to agree with Begin on many issues - I certainly don't - but 

let's recognize that he's not wrong when he insists that in his part of the world, 

as in ours, peace between nations depends to a large degree on po,,er and deterrence. 

When one oolleague asserted: "that there are other ways to resolve disputes soort 

. 
I 

of physical violence or war. Judaism insists that we 'can' choose life arrl mt death. 

Instead of Hillul ha-Shan, Jews are r8I\)ired to work for Kiddush ha-Shan. Kiddush 

ha-Shan is ex>nduct which PJISues Shalan, peace;" I fa.url myself muttering: "Kiddush 

ha-shan is rnartyrdan and the peace you propose is utopian. '!he Middle East cannot 

expect such a peace. Passions are too high. The people of the region are under­

going oonvulsive eoonanic and social changes. Recx:>gnize that you're talking to a , 

congregation wh::>se members live in a society of laws arrl rights. Israel has to 

sw:vive in a sea of sharks. 

I kept asking myself hCM those wh:> told their oongregations "the pranise 

of self-detennination (for the Palestinians) will brir¥3 peace," oould be so sure 

that what they label legitimate P~estinian rights would, if granted, guarantee 

peace. 'lhe Palestinians may have other ideas as to the nature of their legitimate 

rights. Will they be satisfied with an auto~ which does rx>t include the vacating 

of all Israeli settlements? How can J6'15 agree that the West Bank be jooenrein? 

Will the Palestinians be satisfied if Jerusalen is not an Arab capital? 

I synpathize with the call for dialogue bet:ween Israei aoo the diaspora. A 

• 
• 
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family holds together best when its nenbers speak their minds, knJw wherein and 

why they disagree, and agree to disagree agreeably; but I don't agree that we haven't 

been speaking to each other. There have been nurrerous oonferences ard oongresses 
• ' 

ard sore who spoke most of a need to dialogue have been anong the ItDst faithful parti­

cipants in these meetings. 'lbeir prd:>lem is not the lack of dialogue but that the Is­

raelis, or at least many of them, have rot accepted (listened to) their point of view 

and that they have not been convinced by (listened to) positions whicfl they fown 

unsynpathetic. Is that so surprising oonsidering how radically different our situations? 

I sense that the renewed call for dialogue cxmes fran those woo want to 

preach arrl convert, and it is this spirit which seans to lie behirrl the call made by 

a ex>lleague for a world Jewish Assembly. Presumedly, in such an assenbly his views 

(our views?) would have strong representation and we WOJld not have to depend on 

agencies which do oot speak our laD3Uage. I wmder. Are we so sure that nost Jews 

share the urgent rnessianisn which 100tivates some of us? Are we so sure of our oon­

gregations?- M:>reover, I dOJbt that even if we had a sizeable delegation it wa.tl.d be 

any more effective than ARZA has been at the W:>rld Zionist Congress, ard the reason, 

again, would be structural. Om:Israel-related issues oo international Congress of 

Jews will ever have the final say on Israel-related issues. However convinced we are 

abc,Jt what Jerusalem sh:>uld or sh::>uld not do in regard to the West Bank, our lives 

aren't on the line and our sons aren't in the IDF. Sioce it wa.tl.d lack authority, Is­

rael is, after all, a sovereign state, aey such body would be little 100re than aoother 

frustrating debate fonm. 

A final thought oo our responsibility to our congregatioos. '!hey need strength­

ening as well as noral guidance, and we need to do a lot of hard ard prayerful think­

ing abc,Jt the perceptioo which a few voic:ed and which, I'm sure, marJ¥ felt rut 

did not voice, that Israel's actioos may affect/have affected adversely our well-

being hei:e in 1\rrerica. - There was a good bit of talk abc,Jt the batbings in Europe 

and sane linked Israel's actions to a rise in anti-semi.ti.an. No one recalled that 

there were bcrrbings in Europe in 1967 am 1973 when it was the Arabs wh:> attacked. 

• 
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Will a West~ settlement em terrorism? I doubt it. Anti-semitism does rot need • 

an excuse ard terrorism has its own maniacal logic. 

Israel isn't always in the right. Begin may not be the best leader Israel 

could have. But, surely, we who are so understanding in our counseling must work 

at least as hard to be understanding of the actions of the Jewish State. Let's at 

least recx,gnize that in these tragic tines and in that tough unyielding arena a 
. . 

less iressianic, nore prudential and, yes, even nore power-oriented, standard than 

the one we apply to the danestic issues of diaspora life may not only have sane 

merit but sane claim to be called Jewish. As I understand the Jewish approach, it 

rejects the either/or attitude, "either Israel and Jews everywhere are abnormally 

rcoral or why be Jewish" in favor of a both/arxl approach, "take hold of this (the 

vision) but don't leave go of the other (the ~rative of stuVival)." I take 

my cnnclusion fran arother's sermon: ''We should walk the extra mile of understanding 

for our fellGI Jews for whan living up to their highest ideals is so much nore 

di.ff icult,." 
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